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REPORTS    OF    PROCEEDINGS 


OF      THE 


CITY  COUNCIL  OF  BOSTON, 


FOR  THE  MUNICIPAL  YEAE 


Commencing    Monday,    January    Gth,    1873,    and    ending    Monday, 

January    5th,    1874. 


BEING    REPRINTS    OE     REPORTS   AS    PUBLISHED   BY   CONTRACT    IN   THE 
"BOSTON     EVENING    TRANSCRIPT." 


WITH  A  CLASSIFIED  ALPHABETICAL   INDEX, 

(Prepared     dnder     Supervision     of    the    City    Superintendent   of    Printing,) 


AND   INTRODUCTORY    NOTES. 


BOSTON : 

INTRODUCTORY   PART  FROM   THE    PRESS    OF   ROCKWELL   &   CHURCHILL, 

City     Printers. 
Reprints   of  Reports  from  the   Transcript  Press. 


Introductory   Note  Explanatory  of  the  Index  Compilation. 


♦  ♦  * 


The  compilation  of  the  following  Index  was  not  commenced  until  after  the  close  of  the 
municipal  year,  when  it  should  have  been  completed  ;  and  has  therefore  been  hastily  pre- 
pared, while  the  binding  has  been  detained  for  its  insertion. 

In  indexing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  following  topics  have  been 
omitted,  either  as  not  being  essential  in  the  Index,  or  as  being  better  classified  for  reference 
in  Department  offices.     References  are  appended  in  the  list  to  sources  of  information. 

Standing  Committees.     See  Pamphlet  "Organization  of  City  Government,  1873." 

City  Officers.     See  Municipal  Register,  1873. 

Police  Officers  and  Special  Police.    See  Police  Department  Records. 

Truant  Officers.     See  School  Department. 

Fire  Department  Officers  and  Members.     See  Department  Report  and  Records. 

Jurors,  list  of  and  jurors  drawn.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 

Constables  and  Constables'  Bonds.     See  Citj'-  Clerk's  Lists. 

Streets,  betterments  assessed  and  abated.     See  Records  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Sewers,  assessments  made,  abated,  and  postponed.     See  Records  of  Sewer  Department. 

Buildings,  permits  authorized.     See  Records  of  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Public  Buildings,  use  of  granted.     See  Sup't  Public  Buildings. 

Taxes,  assessed  and  abated.     See  Assessors. 

Streets,  temporary  closing,  and  removal  of  obstructions.     See  Sup't  Streets. 

Claims,  allowed,  and  leave  to  withdraw,  unless  subjects  of  discussion.  See  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibits.     See  City  Documents. 

Licenses  to  Auctioneers,  Undertakers,  Victuallers,  Pawnbrokers,  Newsboys,  Bootblacks,  and 
for  Steam  Engines  and  Boilers,  Storage  of  Petroleum,  Stables,  Carriages,  Wagons, 
Intelligence  Offices,  sale  of  Second-hand  Articles,  Billiard  Halls,  Exhibitions,  etc.  See 
Lists  and  Records  of  City  Clerk. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  to  members  of  the  City  Government,  and  officers  of  Depart- 
ments using  the  Index,  to  apprise  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  of  such  defects  as  they  may 
discover,  for  noting  and  obviating  in  future  compilations  ;  this  Index  being  the  first  of  its 
kind  that  has  been  put  in  print  and  bound  with  the  volume  indexed. 


Note  relating  to  the  City  Publications. 


♦ » ♦ 


The  Third  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing,  (City  Document  114,  1873,)  contains 
a  full  explanatory  list  of  the  City  Publications.  The  report  is  out  of  print  in  pamphlet  form, 
but  may  be  found  in  the  bound  volumes  of  1873,  vol.  4. 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  IN  CONVENTION. 


ORGANIZATIOISr  OF  TflE  CITY  aOVERNMENT. 
January  6tli,  18T3. 

Prayer  l)y  Rev.  James  H.  Means,  1 

Oaths  of  office  administered  to  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor- 
elect,  by  Hon.  Horace  Gray,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  1 

Oaths  of  office  administered  by  Mayor  to  members-elect  of  each 
branch  of  City  Council,  1 

Delivery  of  Mayor's  Inaugural  Address,  1 


Election  and  Qualification  of  City  Clerk. 

Samuel  F.  McCleary  elected,  2 

Oaths  of  office  administered  by  Mayor,  2 


Election  of  Treasurf-r. 
Frederic  U.  Tracy  elected,  224 


INDEX  TO  PEOCEEDINGS  OF  BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN. 


ORGANIZATION  AND  REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Board  called  to  order  by  City  Clerk,  1 

Convention  for  qualification  of  members  of  City  Government,  1 
Leonard  R.  Cutler,  elected  chairman,  2 
Address  of  chairman,  2 

Notice  to  Common  Council  of  organization  of  Board  of  Alder- 
men, 2 
Notice  from  Common  Council  of  its  organization,  2 
Convention  for  election  of  City  Clerk,  2 
Mondays,  4  P.  M.,  assigned  for  regular  weekly  meetings,  3 

ALPHABETICAL    INDEX. 

Albany-street  Freight  Railway  Company  — 

Authorized  to  change  position  of  turnout,  170 

Ordered  to  restrict  use  of  steam,  190 
Annexation  — 

Commissioners  authorized  to  procure  plans,  and  clerk  hire, 
44 

Order  in  regard  to  annexation  of  Brookline,  discussed  and 
passed,  103 

Order  passed  for  special  city  election  on  annexation  of 
Brighton,  Brookline,  Charlestown,  and  West  Roxbui-y, 
353 

Report  of  Commissioners  received,  371 

Committee  to  examine  returns,  409 

Report  on  returns  of  votes,  410 

Orders  passed  to  petition  for  annexation  of  portion  of  Brook- 
line, 429 

Notice  of  petition  for  change  of  Brookline  boundary,  441 

Notices  of  injunctions  from  Supreme  Court,  465,  4b7 

Reports  and  order  relative  to  Brookline,  483 

Brookline,  parts  of,  discussion,  488 

Winthrop,  notice  of  petition  of,  501 

Report  and  order  favoring  annexation  of  Winthrop  to  Bos- 
ton, 548 

Winthrop,  discussion  on  proposed  annexation,  and  order  in 
favor  of,  passed,  562 

Brookline,  report  and  order  relating  to  change  of  boundary, 
referred  to  next  City  Council,  564. 
Anniversary  of  great  fire —  Order  passed,  459 

Discussion  on  observing,  465 
Annual  reports  — 

Superintendents  and  Boards  authorized  to  present  in  print, 
10 
Appropriations  — 

Auditor  authorized  to  make  required  transfers,  57 

Discussion  on  order  authorizing  transfers,  57 

Established  for  1873-4,  140 

Request  for  $25,000  additional  for  Public  Buildings.  502  (see 
both  columns,  misprint.) 

Reports  relative  to  exceeding  appropriations,  515,  566. 


Appropriations  —  transfers  authorized,  viz. :  — 
$5,000  from  Pub.  Lands  to  Printing,  57 
$5,500  from  widening  Tremont  St.  to  City  Hospital,  57 
$6,000  from  widening  streets  to  City  Hospital,  57 
$30,000  froiTOi  unexpended  balances  to  Fire  Dept.,  116 
$11,000    •'  '■  "  "  Water  Works,  116 

$15,000    "  "  "  "  expenses  Sc.  Com.,  116 

$12,000     "  "  "  "  School  Instructors,  116 

$15,000     "  "  "  "  Public  Library,  117 

$50,000from  Atlantic  Ave.  to  extension  So.  Market  St.,  133, 140 
$5,000  from  unexpended  balances  to  Overseers  of  Poor,  161 
$275,000  to  Suffolk  St.  District,  180 

Appropriations  —  additional,  viz. :  — 

$5,100  for  widening  Federal  St.  Bridge,  231 

$3,000  for  Hose  house.  Fourth  St.  go.  Boston,  240 

$15,000  for  Engine,  and  Hook  &  Ladder  house  Wash.  Sq.,  341 

$5,000  for  Grammar  school-house  L.  St.,'342 

$4,730  for  Common  and  Pub.  Grounds,  353 

$3,000  for  Engine  house,  Wd.  14,  383 

$5,500  for  Markets,  383 

$500  for  Dover  St.  Bridge,  384 

$30,000  for  Sewers,  459 

$1,100  for  Washington  Park,  501 

$1,000  for  Quarantine  Department,  502 

$12,000  to  Common,  514 

$225  for  watering  streets,  514 

$11,650  requested  for  Public  Library,  513 

$25,000  for  Public  Buildings,  533 

$10,000  for  Suffolk  St.  Dist.,  565 

$700  for  Church  St.  Dist.,  565 

$11,650  for  Public  Library,  566 

$500  for  contingent  expenses  of  Bd.  of  Aid.  567 

Armories  —  see  Militia. 

Auditor  of  Accounts  — Authorized  to  transfer  funds,  34 
Estimates  for  187.S-4  adopted,  and  tax  laid,  140 
Order  passed  to  print  and  distribute  5.000  copies  of  report,  197 
Schedule  of  City  Leases,  206 
Annual  report,  277 

Badges  — 

City  Messenger  authorized  to  provide  for  Aldermen,  48 
Ballast  Lighters  ^ 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of,   discussion  on  recommitting 
nominations,  116 

Quarterly  report  of  Weighers  and  Inspectors,  149,  277,  398 
Baths  —  see  Public  Baths. 
Bigelow  (Alderman)  —  remarks,  viz. :  on 

Normal  School  accommodations,  173 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  422 

Sale  of  old  Mather  school-house,  429 

Soup  for  Poor,  538 
Board  of  Health  —  see  Health. 
Bonds  —  see  Loans. 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


Bonds  of  City  officers  — 

Committee  for  annual  examination,  241 

Report  of  annual  examination,  270 
Boston  and  Albany  R.  Co. — 

Notice  of  baggage  sale,  referred  with  full  powers,  9 

Order  passed  for  release  of  claims,  77 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  land  limits  for  Station,  493 

Hearing,  and  order  passed  granting  location,  631 
Bridges  —  Granite,  annual  report  of  Siipt.,  19 

Additional  appropriation  requested,  19 

Charles  River  and  Warren,  report  on  additional  appropria- 
tion, 34 

Cambridge,  report  of  commissioners,  40-41 

Broadway,  order  to  provide  new  engines,  45 

Cragie's,  order  relating  to  widening,  56 

Chelsea  St.  —  order  passed  providing  for  rebuilding  of,  162 
"        "     rebuilding  authorized,  201 

Meridian  St.,  repairs  and  closure,  201 

Federal  St.,  additional  repairs  authorized,  220 

Removal  of  foot  bridges  over  B.  &P.  railroad  authorized,  221 

Federal  St.,  additional  appropriations  for,  231 

Broadway,  expenditures  for  repairs,  etc.,  259 

Dover  St.,  repairs  authorized,  253 

Federal  St.,  duplicate  parts  authorized,  309 

Mt.  Washington  Ave.,  repairs  authorized,  430 

Eastern  Ave.,  soundings  authorized,  to  ascertain  required 
foundations,  431 

Dartmouth  St.,  rept.  and  orders  to  rebuild,  4.54 

Order  passed  to  erect  bridge  at  Dartmouth  St.  over  Bost.  & 
Providence  Railroad,  467 

Dover  St.,  order  passed  for  additional  repairs,  470 

Broadway  Bridge,  report  of  City  Engineer,  and  discussion 
on  rebuilding  foundation,  481 

Eastern  Ave.,  location  approved,  493 

Broadway  Bridge,  orders  passed  to  repair  draw  and  rebuild 
foundations,  508 

Order  piissed  for  City  Engineer  to  prepare  plans  for  foot 
bridge  over  Snmner  St.,  E.  B.,  516 

Dartmouth  St.  Bridge,  order  passed  for  repairs,  516 

Broadway  Bridge,  order  passed  to  rebuild  draw,  etc.,  545 
Brown  (Alderman)  —  remarks,  viz. :  on 

Refreshments,  44 

School  Models  at  Vienna,  45 

Payment  for  work  on  small-pox  hospital,  92,  181,  207 

Hiring  Miss'y  Building,  Pemberton  Sq.,  for  city  officers,  94 

Widening  and  Extension  of  Arch  St.,  112 

Widening  of  Wash.  St.,  120 

Tailing  Parker  Hill  for  reservoir,  128 

Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  134 

Normal  School  accommodations,  172 

Hiring  portion  of  Mercantile  whf.  for  additional  market 
facilities,  191 

Fireworks  and  Ballooning  4th  July,  218 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  222 

Halleck  St.  District.  271 

Renewal  of  market  leases,  314 

Payment  of  salaries  of  Normal  School,  315 

Placing  Tobey's  apparatus  on  City  Hall,  315 

Sale  of  Mather  School-house,  317 

Home  for  the  Poor,  387 

Water  from  Sudbury  river,  432 

Salaries  of  Fii'e  Commissioners,  457 
Buildings — (see  also  Public  Buildings  —  also  Stables)  — 

Order  to  consider  best  mode  of  placing  water  pipes,  33 

Annual  report  of  Inspector,  72 

Order  passed  for  examination  of  buildings  to  provide  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  115 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  dangerous  portion  of  building 
owned  by  Wm.  S.  Perry,  117 

Order  for  Inspector  to  employ  clerical  assistance,  162 

Order  to  sell  building  on  lot  corner  of  Warren  and  Quincy 
Sts.  discussed,  181 

Discussion  and  non-concurrence  on  auction  sale  of  building 
cor.  Warren  and  Quincy  Sts.,  187 

Order  for  Com.  to  report  action  necessary  to  prevent  com- 
bustible structures,  197 

Fort  Hill  occupants,  report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on 
pet'n  for  release  from  rent,  209 

Order  passed  for  erecting  temporary  building  for  fire  engine 
on  Burnt  Dist.,  233 

Order  passed  to  print  digest  of  laws  and  ordinances,  250 

Committee  empowered  to  grant  special  permits,  during  re- 
cess of  Common  Council,  293 

Inspector  requested  to  report  cellars  below  12  feet  above 
mean  low  water,  309 

Communication  from   Inspector  of,  naming   persons    con- 
structing cellars  below  mean  low  water  mark,  418 

Report  and  order  passed  relative  to  certain  cellars  below 
grade,  431 

Inspector  of,  appointed,  480,  491 

Inspector  of,  authorized  to  employ  clerical  assistance,  535 

Order  passed  to  prevent  projections  over  street  lines,  635 

Rep't  (no  action  necessary)  on  pet'n  of  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
Jr.,  for  change  in  building  ordinance,  566 
Burnt  District  Loan  —  see  Loans. 

Carriage  Hire  —  see  Refreshments. 

Carney  Hospital  Fair  —  invitation  accepted,  161 


Cemeteries  —  Cedar  Grove,  annual  report  of  Commissioners,  8» 

Mt.  Hope,  deposits  of  money  for  care  of  lots,  170 

15th  report  of  Trustees  received,  230 

transfer  of  fence  from  Common,  341 

Census—  Statistics  of  Boston,  report  of  Ellis  W.  Morton,  173 
City  Charter —  Report  and  order  passed  for  revision  of,  230,  342 

Order  for  commission  recommitted,  240 

Reports  on  revision,  384 

Report  for  revision  of  discussed  and  recommitted,  422 

Report  on  recommittal,  order  discussed  and  passed,  for  re- 
vision, 432 

Commissioners  appointed  for  revising,  501 
City  Clerk  — Quarterly  report  of,  51,  186,  326,  501 

Complimentary  order  for  vacation,  and  remarks  on  same,  211 

James  M.  Bugbee  appointed /)ro  tern.,  288 
City  Council  — 

Reports  of  proceedings,  order  to  advertise  for  proposals,  196 

Proceedings,  order  passed  to  bind,  .575 
City  Documents  — 

Order  passed  to  bind,  and  to  pay  City  Messenger  $150  for 
indexing,  etc.,  575 
City  Engineer  —  annual  report  of,  63 

Order  to  survey  Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R.  Station,  76 

Remarks  on  taking  Parker  Hill  for  reservoir,  128 

on  Water  from  Sudbury  river,  432 

City  Hall  —  see  Public  Buildings. 

City  Hospital  —  Request  for  additional  appropriation,  44 

Ordinance  passed  authorizing  Trustees  to  make  rules,  170 

Report  of  Trustees,  342 
City  Registrar — quarterly  report  of,  40,  186,  311,  453 

Annual  report  of,  238 
City  Scales  — Haymarket  Sq.,  quarterly  report,  63,  311,  196,  467 
City  Solicitor  —  see  Law  Department. 
City  Surveyor  —  annual  report  of,  22 

Authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  etc.,  272 
Claims  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Wm.  Smith  &  Co.,  for  work  and 
materials  for  small-pox  hospital,  13 

Order  to  pay  Louis  Frazier  for  personal  injuries,  33 

Holohan  &;  Maguire,  discussion  and  recommitment  of  petition 
to  be  paid  tor  work  destroyed  by  fire,  91,  92,  93 

Smith  &  McGaragle,  discussion  and  recommitment  of  petition 
to  be  paid  for  work  destroyed  by  fire,  93,  94 

Mayor  authorized  to  pay  judgments  of  court,  103 

Burrill  claim,  non-concurrence,  majority  report  giving  leave 
to  withdraw  accepted,  140 

Smith  &  McGaragle,  and  Holohan  &  Maguire,  on  Swett  St. 
Hospital,  reports  on  recommitted,  and  opinion  of  City 
Solicitor,  18u 

Holohan  &  Maguire,  further  considered,  292 

Debate  on  payment  of  Smith  &  McGaragle  and  Holohan  & 
Maguire,  on  Swett  St.  Hospital,  207 

Report  from  member  of  com.  on  payment  of  claim  on  Swett 
St.  Hospital,  207 

Smith,  Wm.  &  Co.,  transfer  of  insurance  to,  vetoed  by 
Mayor,  and  discussion  thereon,  249 

Smith  Is;  McGaragle,  order  discussed  and  passed  relating  to 
insurance,  250 

Order  passed  for  Solicitor  to  enforce  payment  of  insurance 
policies  on  Swett  St.  Hospital,  318 
Clark  (Alderman)  —  remarks,  viz.:  on 

Health  commissioners  engagmg  in  other  business,  7 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  11 

Precautions  against  fire  in  theatres,  13 

Use  of  warning  cards  or  flags  in  small-pox  cases,  13 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sundays,  34 

Additional  accommodations  for  public  officers,  35 

Payment  for  laid  for  Swett  St.  Hospital,  46 

Refreshments  and  carriage  hire,  42.  53,  54,  56 

Accommodations  for  city  officers,  67-68 

Additional  accommodations  for  public  officers,  74,  94 

Payment  for  work  on  small-pox  hospital,  91,  180,  208 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  103,  ]04,  489 

Widening  and  extension  of  Arch  St.,  Ill 

Widening  of  Washington  St.,  112 

Widening  of  Washington  St.,  118 

Taking  Parker  Hill  for  reservoir,  127 

Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  134 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  141,  160,  222 

Normal  School  accommodations,  153,  172 

Reduction  of  number  of  Truant  officers,  171 

Limits  of  base  ball  grounds,  189 

Repairs  of  clock  on  County  Jail,  191 

Hiring  portion  of  Mercantile  Wharf  for  additional  market 
facilities,  191 

Concrete  for  Common,  197 

Erection  of  Grammar  school-house,  Dudley  District,  1!)7 

Base  ball  playing,  199 

Removal  offence  on  public  grounds,  210 

Services  of  City  Clerk,  211 

Fireworks  and  Ballooning,  4th  July,  218 

Fence  on  Commonwealth  Ave.,  221 

Widening  Washington  St.  between  Summer  and  Essex,  231 

Locating  steam  fire  engine  in  Parker  St.,  232 

Erecting  temporary  building  for  engine  on  Burnt  Dls.,  233 

Prohibiting  sale  of  fireworks,  241 

Music  on  Common,  248,  272 

Veto  of  Insurance  transfer  to  Wm.  Smith  &  Co.,  249 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


llecomniGiiclations  in  relation  to  Fire  Dept.,  251 

Purchase  of  fire  apparatus,  261 

Jicmoval  of  sidewallv,  adjacent  to  Common,  269 

Hallecli  St.  District,  270 

Tiircliasing  liorse  liose  carriage  for  Engine  No.  20,  278 

Filling  So.  Boston  Flats.  278 

Widening  of  Trcmont  St.  283 

Improvement  of  Sewers.  2S9 

I'ayment  of  salaries  in  Normal  School,  300,  307,  315 

Authorizing  com.  on  reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.  to  visit 
other  cities,  301 

Belling  fence  from  Common,  309 

Sale  of  Mather  School-house,  313,  430 

Plafing  Tobey's  apparatus  on  City  Hall,  315 

Petition  of  Howe  &  French,  319 

Home  for  the  Poor,  355,  387.  409,  519 

Site  for  small-pox  hospital,  368 

Beh-tower  on  Hose-house  No.  12,  373 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  407 

Hook  and  i^adder  liouse  Wash.  Sij.,  410 

Fire  Commission,  412,  421 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  422,  4-32 

Water  from  Sudbury  river,  431 

Furnishing  passes  on  ferries,  442 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  458 

Anniversary  of  great  fire,  465 

Establishing  Public  Parks,  482,  504 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  490,  535,  554,  555 

Stoughton  St.  railroad  crossing,  495 

Repairs  of  Broadway  Bridge,  508 

Purchase  of  Austin  Farm,  529 

Public  Park  question,  552 

Appropriation  for  Pub.  Lib.,  566 

Permit  to  heirs  of  \Vm.  Brigham  to  locate  steam  engine,  575 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  578 
■Clocks  — 

Order  to  place  clock  on  new  School-house  at  City  Point,  127 

Order  passed  for  repairs  of  clock  on  County  Jail,  191 

Order  passed  to  jilace  clock  on  tower  of  Ticknor  School- 
house,  231 

Report  Inexpedient  to  place  clock  on   tower   of   Ticknor 
School-house  discussed  and  rejected,  238 
-Cochituate  —  see  Water. 
-Common  Council  — 

Members  appointed  special  police,  40 

Clerk  of,  allowed  $50U  extra  for  extra  services,  575 

Order  passed  for  new  carpeting,  575 
Oommon  and  Public  Grounds  —  $16,000  appropriated,  162 

Order  to  pay  John  Galviri  for  expenses,  169 

Petition  of  Beacon  Base-ball  Club,  for  restoration  of  jjor- 
tion  of,  as  play-ground,  178 

Orders  relating  to,  recommitted,  187 

Hearing  on  limits  of  base-ball  grounds,  187 

Orders  relating  to,  considered.  197 

Discussion  on  concrete  for,  197 

Independence  Square  improvements  authorized,  198 

Base-ball  playing,  report  on,  198 
"       '■  "        discussion  on,  198 

"       "  "        letter  from  a  sufferer,  199 

Order  (rejected)  and  discussion  on  erecting  fence  on  Com- 
monwealth Avenue,  210 

Petition  of  Geo.  B.  Emerson  and  others,  relating  to  elm 
trees.  217,  249 

Madison  Square,  improvements  authorized,  219 
"  ••        report  on  filling,  219 

Fence  on  Commonwealth  Avenue  authorized,  221 

Unauthorized  discharge  of  cannon  on  the  Common,  2-30,  240, 
282,  293,  352,  371 

■  Order  relating  to  asphalt  walks,  303 

Discussion  and  passage  of  order  for  selling  fence  on  Tremont 
Street,  309 

Petition  of  Howe  &  French,  319 

Washington  Park,  erection  of  new  flag-stafi' authorized,  327 
.  Order  passed  to  transfer  fence  on  Tremont  street  to  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery,  341 

Orchard  Square,  improvements  authorized,  353 

South  Boston  squares,  improvements  authorized,  353 

Tool-house  an  1  shed  authorized,  353 

Washington  Park,  additional  for  grading,  429 

Order  to  appoint  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Works, 
and  discussion  on  establishing  public  parks,  481,  491, 
503,  549 

Lease  of  Greenhouse  on  Public  Garden  authorized,  483 

$100  additional  appropriated  for  watering  streets  and  public 
grounds.  494 

Washington  Park,  order  passed  for  $1,100  additional  for  im- 
provements, 501 

Committee    authorized  to  expend  $4,500  for  remainder  of 
financial  year,  56 1 
■Constables  — 

Powers  conferred  on  Superintendents,  72 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

Chairman   of   Board  of  Aldermen  authorized  to  approve 
bills,  56 
•County  of  Suffolk  — 

Communication  from  Register  of  Probate  on  classiflcation 
of  papers,  9 


Report  on  petition  for  land  d.T,magps,  Washington  avenue, 
Chelsea.  24;  order  for  payment  of.  27,  77 

Order  authorizing  general  repairs  0)1  Jail,  53 

Order  authorizing  general  repairs  on  Court  House,  .53 

Oflicers  to  be  paid  by  City  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  76 

Order  passed  rescinding  order  of  22d  January.  1873,  to  pay 
land  damages  on  Washington  Avenue,  Chelsea,  77 

Requisition  from  Sheriff  approved,  132 

Order  passed  for  repairs  and  furnishing  Court  House  and 
Probate  liuilding,  143 

Jail  requisition  for  1872,-3.-4  approved,  178 

Discussion  on  removing  clock  lower  on  Jail,  181 

Reg.  Deeds,  com.  authorized  to  arrange  for  indexes,  221 

Jail,  requisition  for  $l,628.:i7  passed,  Z21 

Mun.  Court,  Southern  Dist.,  to  occupy  Police  Station  No.  9, 
and  remove  to  City  liall  Building,  Roxbury,  when 
ready,  221 

Coramuincation  from  Grand  Jury,  247 

Repairs  on  Jail  authorized,  284 

Payment  of  monthly  bills,  and  pay-roll  of  Jail  authorized, 
305 

Repairs  and  furniture  authorized  for  Probate  office,  318 

Court  House,  repairs  and  furniture  authorized,  318 

Municipal  Court  Rooms,  Southern  and  Dorchester  Dis- 
tricts, furniture  authorized,  318 

Order  passed  to  pay  D.  S.  Gilchrist  $750  for  work,  on  Pro- 
bate docket  and  papers,  418 

Municipal  Court  Room,  Southern  District,  additional  appro- 
l^riation  tor,  444 

Committee  to  report  on  expediency  of  petitioning  for  annex- 
ing Chelsea,  Revere,  and  Winthrop  to  Middlesex,  474 

Report  and  order  on  annexing  Chelsea,  Revere,  and  Win- 
throp to  Middlesex,  483 

Jail  expenses,  317,  382,  442,  489,  562 

Discussion  of  report  on  limits  of,  495 

Committee  authorized  to  refer  claim  of  Edwin  Wright,  515 

Re25ort  accepted  inexpedient  to  extend  accommodations  in 
Clerk's  office  of  Superior  Court,  Civil  Business,  548 

Report  accepted  referring  to  Treasurer  petition  of  Paymas- 
ter in  Municipal  (.Jourt  for  increase  of  salary,  584 

Order  passed  for  preparation  of  classified  index  to  Probate 
records,  565 

Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  erect  new  Court  House  for 
Southern  District,  566 

Orders  passed  providing  for  classified  Index  to  Probate  Rec- 
ords, and  rescinding  order  approved  l^cc.  30,  1873,  567 

Order  relative  to  setting  ott'  Chelsea  and  Revere,  referi'ed  to 
next  City  Council,  575 
Cutter  (Alderman)  — 

Elected  Chairman  of  Board  of  Aldermen,  2 

Address  on  acceiJting  position  of  Chairman,  2 

Remarks,  viz. :  on 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  11 

Payment  for  work  on  small-pox  hospital,  93 

Widening  and  extension  of  Arch  Street.  Ill 

Fireworks  and  ballooning  4th  of  July,  218 

Music  on  Common,  248 

Halleck-Street  District,  270 

Payment  of  salaries  in  Normal  School,  837 

Fire  Commission,  413 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  422 

Water  from  Sudbury  river,  432 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners.  458 

Repairs  of  Broadway  bridge,  503 

Soup  for  poor,  538,  555 

Response  to  Resolution  of  Thanks,  579 

Drainage  — 

Order  to  pet'n  Legislature  for  authority  to  raise  grade  of 
certain  territory,  63 

East  Boston  Ferries  —  see  Ferries. 

East  Boston  R.  Co.  — pet'n  for  acceptance  of  charter,  371 

Report  on  accepting  act  of  incor.,  443. 

Charter  accepted,  453 
Elections  — 

State  —  orders  respecting  voting  lists,  and  issue  of  warrants, 
420 

Com.  appointed  to  examine  returns,  459 

Re|)ort  on  returns,  465,  468 

Municipal  —  Order  piissed  for  revision  of  voting  lists,  483 

Warrants  for,  495 

Report  on  returns  accepted.  .527 

Order  passed  relative  to  transferring  to  registers,  voting 
lists,  etc..  535 

Report  accepted  on  returns  for  Ward  officers  of  Wards  2 
and  19,  648 
Emery  (Alderman)  —  remarks,  viz.:  on 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  12 

Refreshments,  56 

Accommodations  for  city  officers,  67,  74 

Widening  of  Wash   St.,  119 

Normal  School  accommodations,  172 

Restriction  of  use  of  steam  on  Freight  Railroads,  190 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Dudley  Dist.,  197 

Removal  of  fence  on  public  grounds,  211 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  222 
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Recommendations  in  relation  to  Fire  Dep't,  251 

Removal  of  sidewalk  adjacent  to  Common,  269 

Filling  So.  Bost.  Flats.  278 

Payment  of  salaries  in  Normal  School.  300,  307 

Authorizing  com.  on  reorganization  Fire  Dep't  to  visit  other 

cities,  301 
Bell  tower  on  Hose-house  No.  12,  373 
Home  for  the  Poor,  387.  409 
Furnishing  passes  on  ferries.  442 
Furnishing  gas  in  streets,  443 
Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  457 
Establishment  of  Public  Park,  491,  508,  549 
Repairs  of  Broadway  Bridge,  508 
Soup  for  Poor,  537 

Permit  to  heiis  Wm.  Brigham  to  locate  Steam  Engine,  575 
Resolution  of  thanks  to  Chairman,  679 

Ferries  — 

Order  passed  for  building  new  ferry -boat,  and  improvements 

in  ferry  houses,  Ibo 
Order  passed  to  pave    approaches  to  new   drops.   North 
Ferry,  E.  B.,  342 

Com.  from  Directors,  on  sale  of  ferry-boat,  430 

Report  on  award  of  contract  for  new  boat.  4.31 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  passes  discussed,  442 

Report  and  order  passed  to  sell  boat  Jetierson,  454 

Com.  from  Directors,  requesting  payment  of  extra  bills  on 
new  boat,  455 

Order  passed  to  pet'n  for  extension  of  time  for  holding  land- 
ing. 470 

$3,000  appropriated  to  finish  and  furnisli  new  boat  Win- 
throp,  412 

Free  passes  foi'  Police,  indefinitely  postponed,  535 
Fire  Alarms  — 

Care  of  bells,  clocks,  and  control  of  appropriation,  vested  in 
com.  on,  25 

"Winlock  Joseph,  Professor,  order  passed  to  pay  for  furnish- 
ing true  time,  343 

New  Alarm  repeater  for  Central  Office  authorized,  353 
Fire  insurance  ])istricts  —  Report  on,  and  order  passed,  202 
Fire  Department  — 

Order  relating  to  right  of  way  for  Steam  fire  engines.  33 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  service  of  steam-tug  Louis  Osborn 
at  fire,  35 

Test  of  chemical  fire  engine,  40 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  supplies,  44 

Order  passed  for  repairs,  44 

Order  to  pay  Atlantic  Works  for  materials  to  fire-boat,  44 

Order  to  replace  i^ortable  fire-extinguishers,  45 

heport  on  location  of  Hose  Co.  No.  5  on  Upton  St.,  77 

Resolution  of  sympathy  with  families  of  firemen  killed  at 
fire  on  Hanover  St.,  89 

Order  to  locate  steam  fire  engine  in  Chester  Hose  House, 
Northampton  St.,  102 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  that  D.  W.  Crockett  be  appoint- 
ed foreman  of  Hook  and  I^ndder  Co.  No.  4,  102 

Report  for  increase  of  appropriation  for  relief  of  disabled 
firemen,  102 

Order  passed  for  repairing  fire-reservoir  on  Warren  St.,  103 

Chief  engineer  authorized  to  employ  additional  assistance, 
103 

Ordinance  relating  to  election  of  officers,  passed,  127 

Order  to  purchase  six  hundred  feet  of  hose,  151 

Order  to  pay  for  new  hose  carriage  for  Co.  12,  151 

Chief  avithorized  to  purchase  selt-acting  engine,  152 

Order  for  change  in  time  for  report  of  Chief  Engineer.  161 

Hose  house  Four,  Northampton  St.,  alteration  for  .steam  fire 
engine,  169 

Order  to  purchase  hose,  179 

35th  annual  report  of,  181 

Engine  No.  18,  order  passed  to  place  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of,  l'J6 

Engine  No.  7,  order  passed  to  place  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of.  196 

Engine  No  23  order  passed  to  place  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of,  196 

Hook  and  Ladder  No.  14,  order  passed  to  purchase  land  on 
Dudley  and  Forest  Sts.  for.  197 

Sherman,  (r.,  order  to  pay  for  injuries,  207 

Wetherell,Eben,  "  "  "  207 

Order  passed  to  place  fire-alarm  clock;  on  Prescott  School- 
house.  East  Boston,  219 

Com.  authorized  to  visit  steam  fire  engine  establishments, 
220 

Com.  from  Mayor  relating  to,  228 

Order  passed  for  investigating  cause  of  fire  of  May  30,  1873, 
231 

Com.  from  Mayor  transmitting  com.  from  insurance  repre- 
sentiitives,  238 

State  regulations  relating  to  fires,  241 

Order  passed  prohibiting  sale  of  fireworks,  241 

Hose  carriage  No.  12,  order  passed  to  equip  horse  hose  Co., 
242 

Order  of  inquiry  relating  to  right  of  way  for  steam  fire  en- 
gines, etc.,  242 

Joint  special  com.  ap.  on  reorganizing.  247 

Order  passed  rescinding  order  of  June  6,  relating  to  investi- 
gation of  recent  fire,  247 


Com.  from  City  Solicitor,  on  rights  in  streets.  249 

Com.  from  olBcers  of  companies,  relating  to  changes  desired, 
and  discussion  on  reference.  251 

Order  discussed  and  passed,  for  com.  on  reorganization  of 
to  rcp't  in  print  on  cause  of  fire  of  May  30,  251 

Petitions  for  changes  in,  from  over  3,000  citizens  and  tax- 
payers, and  debate  on  reference,  252 

Com.  on  Reorganization  to  employ  short-hand  reporter,  and 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  259 

Reorganization  of,  pet'ns  from  over  2,500  citizens  and  tax- 
payers, 258 

Report  from  Com.  on,  260 

Com.  from  Inspectors,  on  burnt  district  construction,  261 

Engine  house  No.  20,    order  passed  to  equip   horse   hose 
carriage,  261 

Act  accepted  giving  Engineer  exclusive  command  at  fire, 
231 

Order  passed  to  sub.stifute  horse  hose  carriages,  261 

Order  passed  to  purchase  four  engines,  five  horse  hose  car- 
riages, one  H.  .V  L.,  and  discussion  of,  261 

Resignation   of   Assistant  Engineer,   Zenas  E.   Smith,   re- 
ferred, 203 

Order  passed  to  print  and  distribute  public  notices  relating 
to  signal  boxes.  271 

Order  passed  to  repair  tclegraph.%  etc.,  272 

Engine  house  No.  20,  discussion  on  purchasing  horse  hose- 
carnage,  277 

Orders  passed  relating  to  sale  of  fireworks.  281 

Ordinance  in  relation  to  demolishing  buildings,  288 

Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  1,  le;ive  of  absence,  2y3 

Order  to  repair  and  alter  the  fire-boat,  300 

Discus.sion   on  authorizing  committee  on  reorganization  to- 
visit  other  cities,  301 

Removal  of  fireman,  Geo.  A.  Kennison,  305 

Reward  oflei-cd  for  deteiition  of  persons  setting  fire,  309 

Com.  on  Reorganization  authorized  to  visit  other  cities,  309' 

Company  authorized  for  Steamer  1i,  327 

Order  passed  to  jilace  Fire-alarm  on  School-house  in  Prince- 
ton St.,  341 

King.  James  S.,  order  passed  to  pay  for  injuries,  352 

Hose  house  No.  12,  erection  of  bell-tower  authorized,  352 

Companies  authorized  for  Steamer  No.  25,  Wash.  Sq.,  353 
"   H.  &  L.  "         '•      353 

Removal  of  Thomas  C.  Soesm:in.  367 

Exhibition  of  fire  apparatus  of  S.  R.  Russell,  371 

Order  passed  to  reoiganize  Companies  4  &  7,  373 

Steamer  No.  8,  repairs  authorized,  .373 

Steamer  No.  15,  repairs  authorized,  373 

Hose  house  No.  12.  discus.-^ion  on  ei-eeting  bell-to-«'er;  373 

Engine  house  Ward  14,  repairs  authorized,  398 

Com.  from  Board  of  Trade.  398 

Debate  on  reorganization  of,  399 

Fire  Commission,  discus.sion  on,  and  recommittal  -with  in- 
struction to  report  ordinance.  411 

Fire  Commission,  i-eport  received  and  referred,  35 

report  of  revised  ordinance,  discussion,  and  adoption  by 

sections.  420 

Fire  Engine  No.  24,  company  organized,  444 

Fynes,  Jonas,  $50  to  be  paid  for  injuries,  444 

Order  passed   relative   to   Commissioners'  interfering  with' 
Engineers  at  fires,  4.53 

Ordinance  rehuive  to  records  passed,  453 

Rept.  and  order  for  salaries  of  members.  456 

Reports  and   disci  ssion  on  salaries  of  Fire  Commission ers,- 
and  order  passed,  456 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners  established,  465 

Fire  Commissioners  nominated.  465 

Order  passed  establishing  salaries  of  oflricers.  467 

Fire  Commissioners,  discussion  on  confirming.  467 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  one  of  Ilolloway's  chemical 
engines,  470 

Report  on  condition  of,  471 

Fire  Commissioners  confirmed,  474 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  Skinner's  fire  escapee,  474 

Order  to   jiurchase   Skinner's  fire  escape  referred  to   Fire 
Com.,  481 

Order  to  prepare   ordinance   for  punishment  for  false  fire 
alarms,  495 

Resignation  of  As.sistant  Engineer.  495 

Majority  report  relative  to   commissioners    interfering    at 
fires,  503 

Report  of  ordinance  relative  to  false  fire  alarms,  503 

Ordinance  passed  to  prevent  false  fire  alarms,  514 

Report  on  Steam  fire  engine  on  Albany  St.,  516 

Report  accepted,   inexpedient  to    legislate   on    control    of 
engineers  at  fires,  535 

Report  relative  to    better    protection    where    combustible 
materials  arc  stored,  referred  to  Fire  Com.,  5.34 

Report  (from  Council)  relative  to  interference  with  engineers- 
at  fires,  discussed  and  indefinitely  postponed,  546 
Fourth  July  — 

Appropriation  for  Fireworks,  and  Balloon  voyage,  requested, 
and  discussed.  218 
Fort  Hill  Improve  ment —  Special  committee  and  powers.  25 

Mayor  authorized  to  contract  for  building  partj'  walls,  272 
Fort  Hill  Wharf—  Order  to  purchase.  317 

Order  to  pay  Wm.  R.  Clark  $160,OCO.  326 

Order  passed  to  purchase  subject  to  mortgage,  382 
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Funds  —  (sec  also  Sinking  Funds)  — 
Fninlvliii  Fiiiul,  report  on.  TOO,  179 

bcni'fil  ol'ijriuiled  to  Herbert  C.  Looke,  179 

Dorcliester  Trust  Funds,  Treasurer's  accounts,  217 
Stougliton   Seliool   and   Poor  funds,   report  on   Treasurer's 

accounts.  240 
Aljbott  Lawrence  Fund,  report  of,  326 

Q-.  A.  R.  —  Allowanec  for  Decoration  day,  179 

Invitation  of  Post,  to  Decoration  ceremonies,  accepted,  187 
Invilalion   from   I*ost  7   accepted,  to    attend   dedication   of 
Monument  at  ilt.  Hope,  420 
Gas  — 

Order  for  State  Inspector  to  report  on  quality  of  gas  fur- 
nished to  city,  197 
Report  from  State  Inspector,  in  regard  to  standard  of,  25S 
Order  passed   to   petition   for  power  to  require   laying  of 
pipes,  4-13 
Gnffield  (Alderman)  — remarks,  viz. :  on 

Health  commissioneis  engaging  in  other  business,  7 

Taking  old  aliiisliouse  for  hospital,  7 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  10-11 

Kefreshments,  etc.,  43,  53,  f)6 

School  Models  at  Vienna,  45,  46,  53 

Acconimodatio)is  for  city  (jflicers,  67 

Payment  for  work  on  small  pox  hospital,  91,  180,  207 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  10-1 

Widening  and  extensicjn  of  Arch  St.  Ill 

Purchasing  hind  on  Marlboro  St.  for  primary  school,  118 

"Widening  of  Washington  St.,  119 

Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  134 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  1J3,  222 

Normal  School  accommodations,  152,  172 

Reduction  of  nnniher  of  Truant  officers,  171 

Removing  clock  tower  on  Jail,  181 

Repairs  of  clock  on  County  Jail,  181 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Dudley  Dist.,  197,  211 

Base  ball  playing,  199 

Services  of  City  Clerk,  211 

Fireworks  and  Ballooning  4th  July,  218 

Purchasing  Parker  Hill  for  reservoir,  219 

Widening  Wash.  St.  between  Summer  and  Essex  Sts.,  232 

Locating  steam  fire  engine  in  Parker  St.  232 

Prohibiting  sale  of  fireworks,  241 

Purchasing  fire  apparatus,  263 

Music  on  Common.  273 

Filling  So.  Bo.ston  Flats,  280 

Payment  of  salaries  in  Normal  School,  300,  306.  315 

Authorizing  com.  on  reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.   to  visit 
other  cities,  301 

Selling  fence  from  Common,  309 

Sale  oY Mather  School-house,  312,  430,  445 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.  405 

School  a.''commodations  for  Washington  Village,  408 

Home  for  the  Poor,  409 

Fire  Commission,  415,  421 

State  Normal  School.  419 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  432 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  457 

Anniversary  of  great  fire,  466 

Allowing  Brookline  to  take  water,  467 

Fire  Commissioners,  467 

Establishing  Public  Parks,  482,  508,  552 

ISoup  for  the  Poor.  491,  636,  555 

Removal  of  old  Mather  School-house,  503 

Repairs  of  Broadway  Bridge,  508 

Religious  services  in  Pub.  Institutions,  532 

Resolution  of 'J'hanks  to  Chairman,  577 
Gibson  (Alderman)  —  Remarks,  viz.  :  on 

Health  commissioners  engaging  in  other  business,  7 

Taking  old  almshouse  for  hospital,  8 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  12 

Character  of  police,  40 

School  Models  at  Vienna,  45 

Refreshments,  36 

Accommodations  for  city  officers,  35,  66,  67,  68,  74,  94 

Payment  for  work  on  small-pox  hospital,  91,  208 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  104 

Widening  and  extension  of  Arch  St.  Ill 

Widening  of  Washington  St..  112,  119 

Taking  Parker  Hill  for  reservoir,  128 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  143 

Normal  School  accommodations,  152,  172 

Reduction  of  number  of  truant-officers,  172 

Limits  of  base  ball  grounds,  189 

Restriction  of  use  of  steam  on  freight  railroads,  190 

Repairs  of  clock  on  County  Jail,  191 

Hiring  portion  of  Mercantile  wharf  for  additional  market 
facilities,  191 

Concrete  for  Common,  197 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Dudley  District,  197 

Removal  of  fence  on  public  grounds,  210 

Services  of  City  Clerk,  211 

Fireworks  and  Ballooning  4th  July,  218 

Widening  of  Washington  St.  between  Summer  and  Essex 
Sts.,  231 

Erecting  temporary  building  for  fire  engine  on  Burnt  Dis- 
trict, 233 


Water  from  Beacon  Hill  reservoir  for  Fire  Department,  242 

Laying  pipes  from  Beacon  Hill  reservoir.  247 

Objections  to  wooden  pavements  in  So.  Boston  sts.,  259 

Purchase  of  fire  apparatus.  2Cl,  262 

Removal  of  sidewalk  adjacent  to  Common,  269 

Halleck  St.  District,  271 

Music  on  Common,  272 

Purchasing  horse  hose  carriage  for  Engine  No.  20,  277  ' 

Filling  .^o.  Boston  Flats,  280 

Payment  of  salaries  in  Normal  School,  300.  307,  315 

Authorizing  Com.  on  Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.  to  visit 

other  cities,  301 
Removal  of  constable  Whitticr.  305 
Selling  fence  from  Common,  309 
Sale  of  Mather  School-house,  312,  317,  447 
Renewal  of  market  leases.  314 
Placing  Tobey's  apparatus  on  City  Hall,  315 
Site  for  small-pox  liospital,  3S8 
Bell-tower  on  hose  house  No.  12,  373 
Home  for  the  Poor.  387,  4U9 
Reorganization  of  Fire  Department,  406 
Fire  Conmiission.  421 
Water  from  Sudbury  river.  431 
Furnishing  passes  on  ferr.es.  442 
Furnishing  gas  in  streets,  443 
Immoral  exhibitions,  455 
Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  457 
Fire  Commissioners,  467 

Rebnildiiis  foundations  of  Broadwa3'  Bridge,  481 
Est-ablishins,'  Public  Parks,  482 
Sale  of  pouTtrv,  482 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  491,  536,  555 
Establishing  g:ites  at  railroad  crossings,  495 
Home  for  tlu!  Poor,  501,  519 
Kemoval  of  old  Mather  School-house,  503 
Repairs  of  Broadway  Bridge,  508 
Purchase  of  Austin  Farm,  528 
Public  Park  question,  552 
Annexation  of  Winthrop,  563 

Permit  to  heirs  of  Wm.  Brigham  to  locate  steam  engine,  575 
Grain  —  fees  established,  353 

Harbor  — 

Report  and   order  to   pay  $71,837.93   to   State,  on  Atlantic 
Ave.,  187 

License  to  T.  J.  Dunbar  revoked  for  removing  gravel  from 
beach  of  Long  Island,  196 

Com.  from  Mayor  on  removal  of  gravel  from  Long  Island,  217 

Order  to  report  authority  for  removal  of  gravel  from  Long 
Island,  429 

Communication  from  Mayor  and  U.  S.  Engineer,  on  taking 
gravel  fiom  Long  Island,  480 

Report  accepted   referring  removal  of  gravel  to  next  City 
Council,  .566 
Harbor  Commissioners  — 

Notice  of  hearing  on  structure  for  Yacht  Club,  294 
Health  —  Supt.  authorized  to  contract,  25 

Supt.  authorized  to  employ  clerk  and  assistants,  77 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  125 

Order  passed  for  erection  of  City  Stable  on  Highland  St.,  19^ 

Report  on  oft'al  contract  of  1872,  305 

Ordinance  relative  to  removing  stable  manure,  384,  398 

Keport  on  restricting  locomotive  whistles,  502 

Order  passed  to  contract  for  removal  of  house  offal.  East 
Boston,  504 
Health,  Board  of — 

Not  to  engage  in  other  business,  discussed,  7 

Nominated,  7 

Ordinance  passed,  restricting  from  other  business,  7 

Elected,  12 

Requested  to  apply  to  City  Council  for  any  additional  power 
or  facilities  needed,  23 

Organization  of,  23 

Expenses  incurred  by,  chargeable  to  what  appropriations,  25. 

Annual  report,  2S9 
Highland  St,  Railway  Co.  — 

Exten.sion  in  Dudley  St.,  hearing  and  discussion  of,  179 

Location  on  Dudley  St.  authorized,  190 

Acceptance  of  location  granted  May  5,  196 
Hinckley  Locomotive  Works  — 

Authorized  to  construct  track  from  Albany  Freight  Railway 
and  Albany  St.,  162 
Home  for  the  Poor  — 

Report  on  Mayor's  address,  344 

Discussion  on,  355,  385,  409,  501 

Discussion  on  purchase  of  site,  517 

Order  passed  to  purchase  Austin  site,  527 

Order  for  plans  referred  to  next  City  Council,  575 
Hospitals  —  see  City  Hospital,  also  Small-pox. 
Hulbert  (Alderman) —  Remarks,  viz. :  on 

Health  Commissioners  engaging  in  other  business,  7 

Taking  old  almshouse  for  hospital,  8 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  12 

Opening  Puldic  Library  on  Sundays,  34 

Character  of  jiolicc,  40 

R.  freshments,  etc.,  35,  42,  54,  65 

School  Models  at  Vienna,  45 

Ti'ansfer  of  appropriations  hy  Auditor,  65 
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Accommodations  for  city  oflicors,  68,  67,  94 

Location  of  Metropolitan  li.  R.  Station.  Bavtiett  Street,  78 

Payment  for  work  on  sniall-pox  liospital,  93 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  103 

AVidoning  and  extension  of  Arch  Street,  111 

"Widening  of  Wasliington  Street,  112 

Kcstriction  of  lue  of  steam  on  freiglit  railroads,  190 

Payment  of  salaries  of  Normal  Sehuol,  3.7,  315 

Sale  of  Mather  School-house,  312 

Placing  Tobey's  apparatus  on  City  Hall.  315 

Home  for  the  Poor,  355.  885,  40.i,  501,  517 

Site  for  small-pox  hospital.  36S 

Supplying  water  on  Holly  system.  371 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Department.  404 

School  accommodations  for  Washington  Village,  408 

Procuring  suitable  licence  for  hoisting  beams,  409 

Fire  Commission,  413,  421 

State  Normal  School,  418 

Obscene  publicatii/ns,  and  exhibitions,  423,  455 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  432 

Furnishing  passes  on  ferries,  442 

Hayes's  Stable.  445 

Cancelling  sale  of  old  Mather  School-house,  448 

Anniversary  of  great  fire,  465 

Allowing  Brookline  to  take  water,  467 

Erecting  bi'idge  at  Dartmouth  Street  over  B.  &  P.  R.,  467 

Fire  Commissioners,  467 

Rebuilding  foundations  of  Broadway  Bridge,  431,  508 

Establishing  Public  Parks,  482,  491 

Sale  of  poultry.  482 

Wasliington  Park,  501 

Removal  of  old  Mather  School-house,  503 

Religious  services  in  Pub.  Insts.,  514,  532 

Purchase  of  Austin  Farm,  627 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  533,  536,  555 

Annexation  of  Wiiitlirop,  563 

Appropriation  for  I'lib.  Lib,.  566 

Armory  appropriation  f<n-  Co.  D.,  First  Bat.  Cav.,  567 

Permit  to  heirs  \Vm.  Brigliam  to  locate  steam  engine,  576 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  571 

India  Wharf—  Portion  to  be  designated  as  India  Sijuare,  53 
Inspection  of  Buildings  —  see  Buildings. 

Jail  —  see  County  of  Suffolk. 

Knights  of  Pythias  —  Invitation  to  review,  311 

Jjamp  Department  — 

Superintendent  authorized  to  make  purchases,  25 
Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  '^7 

Order  passed  for  committee  to  examine  New  York  method 
of  lighting,  354 
Jjands  —  see  Public  Lands. 
J^aw  Department  — 

Ordinance  to  provide  additional  Assistant  Solicitor,  179 

Annual  report  of  City  Solicitor,  21J2 

Mayor  vested  with  power  to  execute  legal  instruments  for 

redeeming  lands,  372 
Discharge  of  mortgage  given  to  City  of  Roxbury  bj'  An- 
thony Garrett  and  Stephen  Ellis,  502 
I^aw  Library  (Social)  — 

Report  and  order  for  annual  appropriation,  483 
Order  passed  to  pay  §1,000,  4SS 
Legislative  Matters  — 

Com.  on,  and  Com.  on  Inspection  of  Buildings  authorized  to 
apply  to  General  Court  in  regard  to  height  buildings,  35 
Order  passed  for  committee  to  report  in  print,  484 
Report  on,  502 

Request  for  time  for  laying  out  street  across  South  Bay,  516 
Lighters  —  see  Ballast  Lighters. 
Licenses  — 

Report  and  order  passed  allowing  Somerset  Club  to  use 
bowling  alleys,  575 
Loans  — 

Report  on  order  for  $2,000,000  additional  to  BurntDistrict,  34 
Report  and  order  passed,  authorizing  issue  of   bonds   of 

$5,000,000  to  commissioners,  44 
Burnt  District,  additional  $2,000,000,  45 
$10,000  additional  authorized  for  engine-house,  AVd.  14,  77 
Communication  from  Commissioners  under  Loan  Act,  clos- 
ing the  commission.  113 
Burnt  District,  report  and  order  for  $2,000,000  additional,  118 
$500,000  fur  expense  of  additional  water  supply,  140 
Consolidation  of  Burnt  Di'^trict  Loan  to  £1.000.000,  151 
Order  to  meet  expenses  of  Fire  Loan  C  ;mmission,  101 
$4,000,000  temporary  loan  in  anticip  ition  of  taxes,  187 
$115,000  for  Water- Works  in  Wards  13,  14,  15,  16,  219 
$161,000  for  reservoir  on  Parker  Hill.  219 
$80,000  for  Primary  School-houses,  East  Boston,  231 
$85,000  for  Stjible  on  Highland  Street,  231 
$28,000  for  Hose  house  at  Longwood.  232 
$40,000  additional  for  extension  of  Columbus  Avenue,  259 
$30,000  for  Engine  house  cor.  Upton  Street,  261 
$50,000  for  Engine  house  near  Washington  Square,  259 
$105,000  for  School-house  on  Houghton  Place,  277 
$250,000  for   widening   Washington  Street,  between  Avery 
and  Boylston,  and  of  Essex  Street,  289 


$110,000  for  purchase  of  Fort  Hill  Wharf,  326 
$15,000  for  Engine  and  Hose  house.  Mason  Street.  341 
$40,000  for  police  station  house,  Adams  Street,  341 
$15,000  for  Engine  and  H.  &  L.  bouse,  Washington  Square, 

341 
$114,000  for  Broadway  Bridge,  508,  545 
$175,000  i\n-  Water  Works,  514 
$200,000  for  extension  of  Eastern  Avenue,  575 

Mayor  —  Order  passed  for  printing  Inaugural  Address,  3 
Disposition  of 'J'opics  in  inaugural  address,  10 
Ephraim  Emer^o  i  appointed  Clerk,  27 
Resignation  of.  4SS 

Empowered  to   execute    legal   instruments   for  redeeming 
lands,  372 
Maj'or,  Communications  from,  viz. : 

Relating  to  an  Act  authorizing  formation  of  Insurance  Com- 
panies, 125 
Veto  of  insurance  transfer  to  Wm.  Smith  &  Co.,  248 
Transmitting  Solicitor's  opinion  on  right  of  Fire  Dep't  in 

streets,  ^49 
Removing  constable  Whittier,  305 
Announcing  vacancy  in  Overseers  of  Poor,  382 
Markets  — Quarterly  report  Supt.  Haneuil  Hall,  40,  206.  316,  453 
F.  H,  Market,  Supt.  authorized  to  employ  deputy,  117 
Order  to  hire  portion  of  Mercantile  Whf.  for  additional  facil- 
ities. 191 
Order  passed  providing  for  additional  accommodation  on 

India  Whf,.  201 
Order  for   additional    accommodation   on   Mercantile  Whf. 

indefinitely  postponefl.  201 
Supt.  authorized  to  close  end  of  So.  Market  St.  occasionally, 

221 
Assignments  of  stands  to  applicants,  2.50 
F.  H.  Market,  leases  authorized  and  restricted,  314 
Pet'n  relating  to  Poultry  trade.  350 
Report  and  order  relating  to  sale  of  poultry,  482 
Mass.  Catholic  Societies  —  Invitation  to  review  accepted,  398 
Metropolitan  K.  Co,  —  Acceptance  of  Charles  St.  location,  9 
Older  relating  to  Walnut  Ave,  location,  45 
Discussion  in  regard  to  Stable,  57 
Hearing  on  revocation  of  tracks  on  Walnut  Ave.,  73 
Order  passed  to  locate  Stable  on  Hartlett  St.,  77 
Report  on  revoking  location  on  Walnut  Ave.,  90 
Order  to  revoke  location  on  Walnut  Ave.,  101 
Hearing  on  Columbus  .\ve,  location,  161 
Authorized  to  extend  location  on  Shawmut  Ave.,  198 
Additional  location  in  Shawmut  Ave.,  206 
Hearing  on  extension  in  Stoughton  St,,  310 
Right  to  lay  additional  track  on  Stoughton  St.  granted,  374 
Hearing  on  new  tracks  in  Wash.  St,  and  rep't  accepted,  399 
Accept,  location  in  Stoughton  St.,  410 
Hearing  on  tracks  in  Beacon  St.,  418,  441,  467 
Middlesex  R.  Co.— 

Hearing  on  petition  of,  for  tracks  on  extension  of  Wash.  St., 
52 
Militia  —  Order  passed  to  pay  for  services  at  fire,  10 
Order  to  pay  Co.  B.  First  Bat.  Cav..  25 
Order  to  paj'  Co.  D  and  E,  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.  for  special  duty 

in  Nov..  28 
Co.  K,  Ninth  Reg.,  $300  for  furnishing  armory,  44 
Co.  A.  Second  Bat,  Art'y,  order  to  pay  for  attending  camp 

in  1872,  64 
Co.  A,  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  81 
Co.  K,  Ninth  Inf.,  allowance  for  repairs  on  armory,  89 
Co.  A,  Ninth  Inf.,  rent  allowed  for  armory,  8J 

"  "  allowance  for  repairs  and  furniture,  89 

Vote  of  thanks  to  Boston  If'usi  leers.  8y 
Co.  A,  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  order  to  terminate  rent  of  armory  in 

Ilimover  St.,  102 
Co.  A.  First  Bat.  Inf,,  allowance  for  armory  in  Minot  Hall, 

151 
Co.  A,  First  Bat.  Inf..  approval  of  armory,  152 
Co.  B.  Ninth  Inf.,  pet'n  lor  additional  rent  for  armory,  leave 

to  withdraw,  161 
Order  passed  for  Leg,  Com.  to  present  amendment  for  reim- 
bursement of  rents.  163 
Co.' A.  Ninth  Inf..  repairs  on  armory  allowed,  169 
First  Bat.  Inf,.  rent  of  armory  discontinued,  169 
Co  E,  Ninth  Reg.,  repairs  of  armory,  179 
Co.  C,      "         '•  "  gun-ra'ck,  179 

Co.  F,  1st  Inf.,  leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  for  now  armory, 

187 
First  Bat.  Cav.,  allowance  for  rent  and  fitting  up.  187 
Com.  to  lep't  on  rent  allowances  for  armories,  '250 
Ninth  R<'g  Inf..  rent  allowed  for  head-quarters,  354 
Fir^t  Keg,  Inf.,  rent  transferred,  354 
Co.  P,  First  Art,,  order  for  repairs  of  armory,  371 
Co.  I,  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.  armory  544  Wash,  St.  approved,  372 
Co.  I),  First  Reg.  Inf.,  rent  for  armory,  382 
Co.  I,      ■•        "        "  "  "  383 

Co,  I.  Ninth    "        "  "  "  383 

Report  on  rents  of  armories,  410 

Co.  K.  Fir.-t  Reg.  Inf,  repairs  on  armory  al'owed,  418 
Report  on  Regimental  Armories,  order  in  favor  of  passed,  433 
Ninth  Keg.,  $375  authorized  for  fitting  up  head-quarters,  442 
First  Co.  Cadets,  $1,200  authorized  for  rent  of  head-ouartere, 
442 
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Co.  F,  First  Rog.,  $450  for  repairs  of  armory,  442 
Co.  I,  Ninth  Reg.,  $700  for  repairs  of  armory,  443 
"  "         "  $52  "    rent        "        "         443 

Co.  B,  Ninth  Reg.,  armory  rented,  240 
Order  passed  to  pay  companies  for  inspection  duty  in  May, 

284 
Transfer  of  rent  of  armories  from  "Williams  Hall  to  Minot 

Hall,  300 
Co.  B  and  D,  First  B.it.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  303 
Order  passed  to  pay  Cos.  A,  B,  C,  l3.  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  ninth 

Reg.,  and  band  of  same,  for  inspcctkin  duty  in  May,  303 
Order  to  pay  Co.  B,  D,  E.  F,  G,  K,  First  Reg.  inf.,  .and  Bat. 

A  and  B,  Light  Artillery,  for  inspection'duty,  294 
Co.  I,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  pay  for  in.spection 

duty  in  Alay,  309 
Co.  F,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  475 

"  "        "        "     rent  for  armory,  483 

Ninth  Inf.,  $200  appropriated  for  heiid-quarters,  4S9 
Co.  B,  Ninth  Inf.,  $48.46  for  rent  of  armory,  489 
Co.  A,  First  Bat.  Light  Art.,  $000,  repairs  of  armory,  489 
Co.  E,  "  ■'  leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  for 

new  armory,  and  order  passed  to  discontinue  rent,  489 
First  Bat.  Light  Art.,  $250  for  repairs  of  armory,  565 
Co.  H,  Ninth  Reg.,  $1,000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory,  565 
Co.  I,  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  $383.10  appropriated  for  repairing 

and  furnishing  armory,  567 
Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Cav.,  reconsideration  and  discussion  of 

order  appropriating  $200  for  armory,  567 
Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Cav.,  $1,200  appropriated  for  armory  re- 
pairs, 575 
Milk  —  Inspector  of,  annual  report,  150 
Minors  —  regulation  of  sales  by,  25 

Rules  for  licenses  to,  45 
Mount  Hope  —  see  Cemeteries. 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  — 

Order  for  modifj'ing  conditions  in  deed,  116 
Music  —  Order  passed  for  purchasing  music-stands,  207 

On  Common,  order  for  discussed  and  rejected.  248,  272,  295 
On  Common,  order  passed,  and  com.  appointed,  301 

Northampton  St.  District — Debate  in  relation  to,  57 
Order  jjassed  for  Mayor  to  appljf  to  Legislature,  151 
Report  and  orders  passed  for  raising  grade,  327 
Order  passed  to  procure  estimates  of  cost  of  filling  yards 

and  cellars,  453 
Order  to  prepare  plans  for  laying  out  streets,  453,  454 
$5,009  transferred  for  surveys,  etc.,  481 

Nuisances  — 

Order  to  abate  at  corner  of  Portland  .and  Traverse  Sts.,  13 
Com.  from  Bd.  Health,  relating  to,  near  Ruggles  St.,  258 
Halleck  St.  District,  rep't  on  discussed  and  accepted,  270 
Stony  Brook,  order  passed  for  abatement  of,  300 
Orders  passed  relating  to  obscene  pubhcations,  and  exhibi- 
tions, 423 

Old  Colony  and  Newport  Railway  Co. — 

Order  passed  for  erecting  gate  on  Neponset  Ave.,  419 
Omnibuses  — 

Brookline  to  State  House,  license  to  A.  L.  Johnson,  162 
Overseers  of  Poor  —  quarterly  report  of,  40,  186,  311,  453 

Annual  report,  228 

Communication  from,  382 

Alvan  Simouds,  elected  to  fill  vacancy,  443 

Alvan  Simonds,  declined,  453 

Isaac  F.  Campbell,  elected,  469 

P.aving  —  see  also  Streets  — 

Report  of  commission  on  "Wood  Pavements,  304 
Paymaster  of  State  Aid  —  see  Soldiers'  Relief. 
Petroleum  — 

Order  passed  to  report  ch.anges  needed  in  ordinance,  534 
Police  —  Annual  report  of  Chief,  21 

Chief  authorized  to  purcliase  supplies,  35 

Order  in  regard  to  Telegrajih  fur,  64 

Quarterly  report  of  Chief,  149.  277,  398 

Report  to  reduce  Truant  oflicers  from  ten  to  six,  169 

Number  of  men  authorized,  170 

Increase  of  Sergeants.  170 

Reduction  of  Truant  officers  discussed,  171 

Order  to  procure  plans  for  new  Station  house  between  I  and 
K  Sts.,  187 

Report  of  amendment  of  regulations,  190 

Order  passed  to  amend  rules  and  regulations,  210 
"  "  print  1,000  copies  riilcs,  etc.,  210 

Order  to  purchase  site  oti  Adams  St.  for  Station  11,  and  re- 
scind prior  order.  2iS 

Com.  from  German  Consul  and  others  relating  to  harbor  po- 
lice and  police  boat,  325,  3-50 

Com.  from  Chief  in  regard  to  police  boat  for  Harbor,  325 

Com.  from  German  Consul,  350 

Maximum  number  of  lieutenants  fixed  at  thirty,  535 

Rule  adopted  in  regard  to  presents,  548 

Order  passed  for  extra  pay  for  police,  564 
Port  Physician  — quarterly  report,  10 

Assistant,  order  to  pay  for  extra  services,  53 

Order  to  amend  ordinance  concerning,  64 

Ordinance  passed  defining  duties,  90 


Power  (Alderman) — Remarks,  viz.:  on 

Health  Commissioners  engaging  in  other  business,  7 

Taking  old  almshouse  for  hospital,  7 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  12 

Additional  accommodations  for  public  oflicers,  35,  67,  08,  74, 
94 

Refreshments,  etc..  42,  53,  50,  G5 

School  Models  at  Vienna,  45 

Truant  officers,  72,  171 

Location  of  Metropolitan  R.  Stable,  Bartlett  St.,  77 

Payment  for  work  on  small-pox  hospital,  92,  207 

AiHiexation  of  Brookline,  103,  104 

"Widening  of  Washington  St.,  112,  118 

Taking  Parker  Hill  for  reservoir,  128,  219 

"Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  134 

"Widening  of  Water  St.,  141,  160,  222 

Norm.al  School  accommod.itions,  172 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett  St.  Hospital,  180 

Limits  of  base  ball  grounds,  189,  199 

Restriction  of  use  of  steam  on  Freight  Railroads,  190 

Repairs  of  clock  on  County  Jail.  191 

Hiring  portion  of  Mercantile  whf.  for  additional  market  facil- 
ities, 191 

Removal  of  fence  on  public  grounds,  211 

Services  of  City  Clerk,  211 

Fireworks  and  Ballooning  4th  July,  218 

Fence  on  Commonwealth  Ave.,  222 

"Widening  Washington  St.  between  Summer  and  Esses,  231 

Erecting  temporary  building  for  fire  engine  on  Burnt  Dis- 
trict, 233 

Prohibiting  sale  of  fireworks,  241 

Music  on  Common,  248,  272 

Recommendations  in  relation  to  Fire  Dep't,  251 

Wooden  pavements  in  So.  Boston  streets,  259 

Halleck  St.  District,  271 

Purchasing  Horse  hose-carriage  for  Engine  No.  20,  278 

Filling  So.  Post.  Flats,  278 

Widening  of  Tremont  St..  283 

Placing  clock  on  tower  of  Ticknor  School-house,  288 

Improvements  of  Sewers,  289 

Authorizing  com.  on  reorganization  of  Fire  Dep't  to  visit 
other  cities,  301 

Payment  of  salaries  of  Normal  School,  307,  315 

Selling  fence  from  Common,  .309 

Sale  of  Mather  School-house,  312,  317,  429 

Home  for  the  Poor,  355,  385,  409,  501,  518 

Site  for  small-pox  liospital,  368 

Bell-tower  on  Hose  house  No.  12,  373 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dep't,  405 

Holly  system  for  water,  4uy 

Fire  Commission,  412,  421 

Water  from  Sudbury  river,  431 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  432 

Furnishing  gas  in  streets,  443 

Cancelling  sale  of  old  Mather  School-house,  448 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  457 

Fire  Commissioners,  467,  474 

Rebuilding  foundations  of  Broadway  Bridge,  481 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  489 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  491,  538,  547,  554 

Repairs  of  Broadway  Bridge,  508 

Murder  of  Bridget  Landergin,  514 

Religious  services  in  Pub.  lust's,  514,  531 

Purchase  of  Austin  Farm,  527 

Duties  of  engineers  at  fires,  546 

Public  Park  question,  552 

Permit  to  heirs  of  Wm.  Brigliam  to  locate  Steam  engine,  575 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  578 
Probate  —  see  County  of  Suflbik. 

Protestant  Association  —  Invitation  from,  for  a  review,  51 
Printing  —  Request  for  additional  appropriation,  44 

Order  for  committee  to  take  charge  of  Census  Abstract,  115 

Order  passed  to  print  10,000  copies  of  acts  of  annexation,  247 

Report  from  Supt.,  419 

Order  passed  for  preparing  and  printing  Index  to  City  Coun- 
cil proceeding«  of  1873,  564 
Prohibitory  Ijaw  —  Pet'n  to  enforce,  341 

Hearing  of  2,000  petitioners  on  enforcement  of,  370 

Rei^ort  on  enforcement  of,  408 

Report  on  pet'n  to  close  saloons  on  Sunday  accepted,  493 
Public  Baths —  Repairs  and  maintenance  of,  181 

Erection  of  bath-house  at  Mt.  Wash.  Ave.  bridge,  181 

Report  on,  565 
Public  Buildings  —  see  also  Schools 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  20 

Engine  house  No.  12,  report  of  land  purchased,  and  ad- 
ditional aijpropriation  for  building,  23,  24 

Com.  .authorized  to  supply  and  repair,  25 

Supt.  authorized  to  partition  large  committee  room  in  City 
Hall,  25 

Report  on  additional  accommodations  for  public  officers,  35 

Opening  of  skylights  to  City  Hall,  44 

Additional  accommodations  for  public  offices,  66,  74 

Proposal  of  Baptist  Society,  Somerset  St.,  to  let  rooms,  74 

Report  inexpedient  on  apartments  of  First  Baptist  Society,  90 

Report  and  order  to  hire  Mis.sionary  Building,  Pemberton 
Sq.,  for  city  oflicers,  discussed  and  indefinitely  i50St- 
poned. 94 
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City  Hall,  order  passed  for  changes  in  rooms  of  Lamp  Dept. 

and  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures,  152 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  old  City  Hall,  Highland  Dist.,  231 
Order  passed  for  erecting  City  Stable  on  Highland  St..  231 
Order  passed  for  erecting  Hose  house  at  Longwood,  232 
Order  passed  for  temporary  accommodations  in  Parker  St. 

for  Steam  tire  engine,  232 
Order  passed  for  erection  of  Police  Station-house  on  Fourth 

St.,  240 
Engine  Co.  16,  additional  building  authorized  for  H.  &  L.  6, 

259 
Oi'der  passed  for  erection  of  Engine  house  on  cor.  Upton 

St.  and  Shawmut  Ave.,  261 
Order  passed  for  Engine  liouse.  Mason  St.,  261 
Order  passed  to  jjurchase  estate  of  Nath.  V\'hitin<r  for  Engine 

house,  269 
I     Central  Charity  Bureau  Building  and  Temporary  Home, 

repairs  authorized,  270 
Report  on  City  Stable,  Highland  St.,  accepted,  and  order  for 

building  passed,  277 
Enlargement  of  City  Hall,  non-concurreuce,  289 
Order  passed  changing  location  of  Hose  house,  Longwood 

Ave.,  289 
City  Hall,  non-concurrence  in  order   for  connecting   Niles 

block;   and   passage  of  order  for    leasing    building  in 

Peraberton  Square.  301 
Engine  house  No.  10,  repairs  authorized,  295 
City  Hall,  report  on  Tobey's  apparatus,  315 ;   order  passed 

to  apply,  316 
City  Hall,  Standpipos,  etc.,  authorized,  327 
Engine  and  Hose  house.  Mason  St.,  order  passed.  341 
I'olice  Station  house.  Adams  St.,  order  passed,  341 
Non-concurrence  in  hiring  Niles'  block,  341 
Order  passed  to  provide  office  accommodations  for  directors 

Public  Insts.,  354 
Order  passed  for  Police  Station  District  11  to  accommodate 

Branch  Pub.  Library,  371 
New   Police  Station,   order    rescinding   plans  for    Branch 

Public  Library.  389 
Police  Station  11.  order  passed  to  rescind  order  for  Public 

Library,  398 
Hook  &  Ladder  house  on  Dudley  and  Forest  Sts.,  398 
Order  passed  to  sell  Engine  house  No.  12,  408 
Order  passed  for  temporary  accommodations  for  Hook  and 

Ladder  carriage  near  Engine  No.  40,  Wash.  Sq.,  410 
Engine  house  No.  12,  order  passed  for  $3,500  additional  for 

completion  of,  442 
Additional  appropriation  of  $100  for  music  stands,  etc.,  444 
Engine  house,  x^lbany  St.,  authorized,  444 
Order  passed  for  new  desks  and  platforms  for  Common 

Council  Chamber,  408 
New  Ward  Room  in  Ward  10,  report  inexpedient  accepted, 

545;  in  Ward  16,  ditto.  ,566 
Public  Grounds  —  see  Common,  etc. 
Public  Institutions  — 

Order  for  Com.  to  consider  order  passed  Dec.  22,  1871,  in 

regard  to  Lunatic  Hospital,  58 
Ordinance  assigning  Almshouse  at  Deer  Island  as  house  for 

neglected  children,  198 
Communication  from    Board    of  Directors    recommending 

changes  in  ordinance,  sec.  7  and  8,  202 
Com.  from   Board  of  Directors,  relating  to  inadequacy  of 

rooms,  202 
Ordinance  passed  placing  neglected  children  at  Deer  Island, 

207 
Order  passed  for  telegraph  lines  to  So.  Boston,  240 
Report  on  transportation  of  prisoners  accepted,  444 
Report  on  subject  of  Religious  Services,  514 
Religious  instruction,  com.  from  Directors,  and  discussion.  531 
Resignation  of  Sam'l  C.  Cobb  as  Director,  533;  referred  to 

next  City  Council,  564 
Religious  instruction,  report  of  Directors  recommitted,  with 

instructions,  554 
Removal  of  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reformation  referred 

to  next  City  Council,  564 
Religious  instruction,  time  for  report  extended  to  Jan.  1, 

1874,  564 
Prisons  and  Houses  of  Detention,  semi-annual  report,  567 
Religious  instruction,  report  on,  575 
Public  Lands,  annual  report  of  Supt.,  19 
Boston  Co-operative  Association,  33 
Report  leave  to  withdraw  accepted,  on  petition  of  Wm.  R. 

Clark  for  leave  to  purchase  Town  Slip,  210 
Report,  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  of  Wm.  R.  Clark 

and  others,  for  leave  to  purchase  Lyceum  site,  Ward  16, 

210 
Report,  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Benj.  Clapp 

for  leave  to  purchase  city  land  on  Norfolk  and  Madison 

Sts.,  210 
Supt.  to  take  possession  of  lot  on  Albany  St.  leased  to  E. 

&  R.  W.  Sears,  250 
Order  passed  to  dispose  of  Swett  St.  Hospital  buildings,  and 

raise  grade  of  land,  294 
Change  of  conditions  in  agreement  with  Blake  &  Rand,  419 
Order  passed  to  transfer   Swett   St.  Hospital  and  land  to 

custody  of  Com.  on  Public  Lands,  530 
Order  passed  to  cancel  bonds  and  take  land  of  Ivory  Bean 

and  John  S.  Dunlap,  5S4 


Order  passed  to  sell  lot  on  Concord  St.  to  Mass.  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  564 
Public  Library — -Opening  on  Sunday,  discussed,  34 

Remonstrance  against  opening  Sunday,  34,  51, 

Order  passed  for  opening  Sunday,  34 

Annual  report,  319 

Report  and  order  passed  for  presorv.ation  from  lire,  382 

Thanks  of  City  Council  presented   to  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce 
for  donation  of  $5,000,  and  action  of  trustees  approved,  548 
Public  Park — see  Common,  etc. 

Quincy  (Alderman)  —  remarks,  viz. :  on 

Health  Commissioners  engaging  in  other  business,  7 

Taking  old  almshouse  for  hospital,  8 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  11 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sundays,  34 

Refreshments,  etc.,  42.  54,  56,  65 

Hiring  Miss'y  Building,  Pemberton  Sq.,for  city  ofiicers,  94 

Aiuiexation  of  Brookline.  103 

Widening  of  Wash.  St.,  120 

Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  134 

Concrete  for  Common,  197 

Base  ball  playing,  179,  189 

Payment  of  claims,  Swett  St.  Hospital,  91,  207 

Services  of  City  Clerk,  211 

Fireworks  and  Ballooning  4th  July,  218 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  222 

Discharge  of  cannon  on  Common,  230 

Erecting  building  for  lire  engine  on  Burnt  District,  233 

State  regulations  relating  to  tires,  241 

Prohibiting  sale  of  fireworks,  241 

Recommendations  in  relation  to  Fire  Dept.,  251 

Purchasing  fire  apparatus,  262 

Removal  of  sidewalk  adjacent  to  Common,  268 

Halleck  St.  District,  271 

Music  on  Common,  272 

Purchasing  Horse  hose-carriage  for  Engine  No.  20,  278 

Filling  So.  Boston  Flats.  278 

Widening  of  Tremont  St.  283 

Demolishing  buildings  at  fires,  288 

Authorizing  Committee  on  reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.  to 

visit  other  cities,  301 
Asphalt  walks,  303 
Removal  of  Constable  Whittier.  305 
Payment  of  salai'ies  of  Normal  School,  307,  .315 
Selling  fence  from  Common,  309 
Sale  of  Mather  School-house,  312,  317,  448 
Petition  of  Howe  &  French,  319 
Home  for  the  Poor,  355,  409 
Site  for  small-pox  hospital,  368 
Bell-tower  on  Hose  house  No.  12,  373 
Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  406 
Fire  Commission,  411,  420 
Revision  of  City  Charter,  422,  432 
Regimental  armories,  483 
Furnishing  passes  on  ferries,  442 
Brookline's  water  supply,  444 
Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  457 
Anniversary  of  great  fire,  465 
Fire  Commissioners,  467,  474 
Hayes'  stable,  471 
Annexation  of  Brookline,  488 
False  fire  alarms,  495 
Limits  of  Suffolk  County,  495 
Public  Park  question,  503 

Explanatory  of  action  of  Ordinance  Committee,  516 
I'urchase  of  Austin  Farm,  529 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  533,  536,  546,  554 
Duties  of  engineers  at  fires,  546 
Annexation  of  Winthrop,  562 

Extra  pay  for  police,  and  on  prohibitory  liquor  law,  564 
.\rmory  appropriation  for  Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Cal.,  667 
Permit  to  heirs  of  Wm.  Brigham  to  locate  Steam  engine,  575 
Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  577 

Registry  of  Deeds  —  see  County  of  Suffolk. 

Refreshments  —  Order  offered  for  definite  appropriations,  35 

Order  by  Aid.  Hulbert,  discussed,  41,  42,  43,  44 

Substitute  by  Aid.  Clark  adopted  and  passed,  42,  43,  44 

Amended  order  from  Council,  53 

Order  indef.  postponed,  requiring  order  of  City  Council,  56 

Debate  in  relation  to,  65 
Rewards  oifered  — 

$1,000  for  apprehension  of  assassin  of  Bridget  Landergin,  514 
Kowe's  Wharf  Corporation  — 

Time  allowed  for  removal  of  obstruction  from  Broad  St.,  470 
Rules  and  orders  of  last  year  adopted,  2,  7 

Committee  to  report  required  alterations,  3 

Cominittee  to  prepare  joint  rules,  3 

For  City  Council  of  1873,  adopted,  9 

For  Aldermen,  adopted,  9 

Order  for  pocket  edition,  10. 

Salaries  — 

For  officers  and  crew  of  Steam  fire-boat,  44 
Report  of  committee  on  salaries  of  city  officers,  66 
Report  and  orders  acted  on,  74 
Assessors'  Depaitment,  extra  for  clerk  hire,  91 
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Report  and  orders  in  a  new  draft,  discussion  and  action 
thereon, 128 

Salary  fixed  for  officers  attending  the  sittings  of  Justices  of 
the  Municipal  Court,  Southern  District,  134 

Second  report  and  orders,  as  amended  by  the  Common 
Council,  considered  ;  non-concurrence  on  Superintendent 
Printing,  151;  concurrence,  161 

Normal  School,  order  passed  to  pay  teachers,  210 

For  City  Solicitor,  Assistants,  and  Clerk,  2")9 

$000  additional  for  Port  Physician,  383 
Sayward  (Alderman) —  Kemarks,  viz. :  on 

Health  Oommissiouers  engaging  in  other  business,  7 

'leaking  old  almshouse  for  hospital,  8 

Use  of  warning  cards  or  flags  in  smnll-pox  cases,  13 

Additional  accommodations  for  public  officers,  35,  94 

liefrcshnients,  etc.,  4'2,  53,  56 

Accommodations  for  city  officers,  66,  67,  63,  74 

Location  of  Metropolitan  R.  U.  Stable,  Bartlctt  Street,  77 

Payment  for  work  on  sniall-pox  hospital,  91,  207 

Annexation  of  13rookline,  104 

Widening  of  Washington  Street,  118 

Normal  School  accommodations,  152,  172 

Reduction  of  number  of  Truant  officers,  171 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett-Street  Hospital,  180 

Removing  clock  tower  on  County  Jail,  181 

Repairs  of  clock  on  County  Jail,  191 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Dudley  District,  197,  211 

Base  ball  playing.  199 

Removal  of  fence  on  public  grounds,  211 

Services  of  City  Clerk,  211 

Necessity  for  Stable  on  Highland  Street  and  at  South  Bos- 
ton, 231 

Music  on  Common,  248 

Recommendations  in  relation  to  Fire  Department,  251 

Halleck-Strcot  District,  271 

Widening  of  Treraont  Street.  28S 

Placing  clock  on  tower  of  Ticknor  School-house,  288 

Improvements  of  Sewers,  289 

Payment  of  salaries  in  Normal  School.  300,  315 

Old  Mather  School-house,  312,  317,  419,  429,  448,  503 

Renewal  of  market  leases,  314 

Placing  Tobey's  apparatus  on  City  Hall,  315 

Petition  of  Howe  &  French,  319 

Home  for  the  Poor,  355.  409.  501,  519 

Site  for  small-pox  hospital,  368 

School  accommodations  for  Washington  Village,  4'J8 

II.  &  L.  house  on  Washington  Square.  410 

Fire  Commission,  422 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  422 

Hayes's  stable,  445,  471 

Immoral  exliibitions.  455 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  457 

Anniversary  of  great  fire,  465 

Fire  Commissioners,  467 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  490,  537,  554 

Stonghton  Street  railroad  crossing,  495 

Religious  services  in  Pub.  Insts.,  514.  532 

.Vdditional  appropriations  for  Pub.  Buildings,  533 

Annexation  of  Winthrop.  563 

Permit  to  lieirs  Wm.  Brighara  to  locate  Steam  engine,  575 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  578 
Scliools  — 

School  Committee  autliorized  to  exhibit  Public  School  system 
at  Vienna.  45 

Order  for  model  school-house  for  Vienna  exposition,  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  53 

Drawing  Schools,  order  to  pay  for  use  of  rooms  in  Institute 
of  Technology,  66 

Order  for  pliotographs  of  school-houses  for  Vienna  exposi- 
tion rejected.  77 

Order  passed  to  erect  primary  school-houses  in  Prescottand 
Chapman  Districts,  E.  B.,   90 

Order  for  purchasing  land  on  Marlboro  Street  for  primary 
scliool,  118 

Order  to  furnish  Master's  office  in  Harris  School-house,  128 

Order  to  procure  tablets  for  Starr  King  School-house,  128 

Order  recommitted  for  purchase  of  land  on  Marlborough 
Street,  140 

Normal  School  accommodation  discussed,  and  order  passed 
authorizing  use  of  Appleton  Street  School-house,  152 

Vote  reconsidered,  authorizing  use  of  Appleton  Street 
Scliool-liouse  for  Normal  School.  161 

Minot  Scliool,  Wd.  16,  order  to  purchase  additional  land  for. 
162 

Normal  School,  discussion  on  accommodations,  172 

"  "        order  passed  authorizing  use  of  Appleton 

Street  School-house,  173 
Order  for  purchasing  land  on  Marlboro  Street.  179 
Discussion  on  erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Dudley 

District.  197 
Order  passed  for  plans  of  English  High  and  Latin  School- 
house,  207 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  for  Primary  school  in  Wd.  9, 

207 
Order  of  May  2,  1873,  for  loan  for  Primary  school,  amended 

from  Ward  6  to  Ward  9,  207 
Order  passed  for  erection  of  Grammar  school-house,  Dudley 
District.  211 


Request  to  furnish  City  Council  with  copies  of  report  on  re- 
arranging School  Districts.  221 

Order  passed  for  erection  of  Primary  school-houses  in  Pres- 
cott  and  CInipman  Districts,  E.  B,.  231 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Quincy  Street  for  Primary 
school-liouse,  277 

Order  passed  to  erect  Grammar  school-house  on  Houghton 
Place,  277 

Reijuest  of  School  Committee  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  Minot  School,  Washington  Village  District, 
r^awrence  School  District,  Dorchester-Everett  Scliool, 
294 

Ticknor  School-house,  alterations  authorized,  269,  327 

Primary,  on  Newbury  and  Exeter  Streets,  order  discussed 
and  passed,  295 

Comins  District,  temporary  accommodations  authorized, 
295 

Oliver  Primary,  surrendered,  294;  order  passed  for  sale,  3S9 

Normal  School,  discussion  on  payment  of  salaries  to  Sept.  1, 
300,  315 

Old  Mather  School-liouse  —  order  discussed  and  passed  to 
cancel  sale,  312;  discussion  on,  317;  order  passed  to 
ascertain  cost  of  cancelling  sale,  371;  report  on  cancel- 
ling sale,  419;  discussion  on  cancelling  sale,  and  refer- 
ence to  conmiittee,  42H;  report  on  cancelling  sale,  and 
order  passed  for,  445 ;  order  passed  to  report  disposition 
of,  474 

Normal  Scliool,  report  and  discussion  on  payment  of  salaries 
to  Sept.  1,  and  rejection  of  order.  306 

Minot  Scliool  District,  additional  accom.  authorized,  309 

Dorchester  Everett  District,  "  '•  •'  309 

Normal  School,  order  passed  to  close  rooms,  318 

Convention  with  School  Committee  October  14  to  fill  vacan- 
cy, 367 

Grammar  School-house,  L  Street,  order  to  complete  furnish- 
ing, 398 

Washington  Village.  Grammar  School,  temporary  accom- 
modations provided,  408 

Bigelow  School  District  Grammar  School,  temporary  ac- 
commodations provided,  408 

Order  passed  to  place  tablet  on  new  school-house  on  site  of 
Roxbury  City  Hall,  408 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  State  Normal  School  in  Boston, 
418 

New  Mather  School-house,  appropriation  for  furnishing  and 
grading,  431 

Request  from  School  Committee  for  school-houses  and  ac- 
commodations, 442 

Minot  School-house,  order  passed  for  grading  and  fence,  453 

Bowditch  School  Building,  order  passed  to  furnish  addi- 
tional accommodations  for  English  High,  and  Evening 
School,  455 

Girls'  High  School,  order  passed  for  committee  to  report  on 
legal  establishment  of,  468 

Lincoln  School,  order  to  provide  office  for  master,  493 

Additional  temporary  accommodations  for  Primary  scho^ds 
in  Lewis  District,  494 

Additional  temporary  accommodations  for  Primary  schools 
in  Gibson  District,  494 

Additional  temporary  accommodations  for  Primary  schools 
in  Arlington  and  Parker  streets,  495 

Girls'  High  School,  reported  legallj^  established,  495 

Minot  School-house,  order  passed  for  out-houses,  501 

Additional  accommodations  Washington  Village,  referred 
to  next  City  Council,  516 

Requests  School  Committee  referred  to  next  City  Council, 
545 

Heath  Street  Primary  School,  order  passed  to  furnish  addi- 
tional accommodations.  547 

Girls  High  School,  order  passed  to  make  changes  for  ena 
bling  pupils  to  study  photography,  547 

Gibson  School  District,  temporary  accommodations  author- 
ized, 547 

Vernon  Primary  School-house,  order  passed  to  pave    yard, 
564 
Sealers  of  weights  and  measures  —  Annual  report  of,  19 
Sewers  —  Additional  appropriation  requested,  23 

Report  on  additional  api)ropriation,  34 

Order  to  construct  in  Sunnner  St..  117;  Saratoga  St.,  Rob- 
bins's  Whf ,  Franklin  St.,  151;  Chapman  and  Appleton 
Sts.,  Sawyer  St.,  Third  St.,  163;  Ruggles  St.,  HallettSt., 
St.  James  St.,  Akron  St.,  Regent  St.,  Brook  Ave..  North 
Ave.,  Stoughton  St.,  West  Cottage  St.,  170;  George  St., 
187;  Old  Harbor  St.,  G  St.,  190;  Shawniut  Ave..  Clifford 
St.,  East  St.,  Sixth  St.,  Fountain  St.,  210;  Neponset 
Ave.,  Taylor  St.,  WoodSt.,  Walnut  St.,  High  St..Ericks- 
son  St.,  221;  Harrison  Ave.,  240;  Alpine  St.,  Fruit  St., 
247;  Bolton  St.,  Lexnigton  St.,  Arch  St.,  Silver  St.,  272; 
Brookline  Ave.,  Longwood  Ave.,  Chelsea  St.,  Tudor 
St.,  Folsom  place,  Fir.st  St.,  302;  Kingston  St.,  Nor- 
folk Ave..  Stoughton  St.,  Myrtle  St.,  311;  Buckingham 
St.,  317;  Rockland  St..  Catawba  St..  Copeland  St.,  .353; 
Washington  St.,  Gouch  St..  372;  Crescent  Ave.,  New 
Heath  St.,  Centre  St.,  Paris  St.,  Bremen  St.,  Franklin 
St.,  T.aylor  St.,  Water  St.,  409;  Moreland  St.,  Clifton 
St.,  Albion  St.,  Hudson  St.,  Cottage  St.,  410;  Franklin 
St.,  Parker  St.,  431 ;  Si.xth  St..  45b ;  Westminster  St.,  494 
Order  relating  to  improvements  discussed  and  passed,  289 
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Heanng  on  sewer  in  rear  Beacon  St..  325 

Order  passed  to  extend  near  foot  of  15  and  Seventh  Sts.  to 
Commissioners'  line,  327 

Report  on  system  of,  327 

Printed  report  on  system  accepted.  342 

Gouch  St.,  licaring,  367 

Report  for  additional  apjjropriation.  454 

Oi'der  passed  to  finish  construction  in  Kemp  St.,  547 
Silva,  Manuel,  report  on  petition,  41 
Sinking  Funds —  Report  of  commis.sioners,  32 

5th  semi-annual  report  of,  302 
Small-pox  — 

Joint  Special  Committee  .appointed  to  take  charge  of  Swett 
St.  Hospital  until  organization  of  Board  of  Health,  3 

Order  for  taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbury,  discussed,  7 

Com.  from  CityPhysician,  relating  to  jiatlents,  9 

Order  passed  relating  to  hospitals,  10 

discussion  of  same,  10,  11,  12,  13 

passage  of  same  amended,  13 

Order  respecting  ho.spital  at  north  part  of  city,  13 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  patients  to  hospitals,  13 

Dr.  Webb's  answers  to  questions  before  Board  of  Aldermen, 
11 

Dr.  Green's  do..  11 

Remonstrances  against  taking  Roxbury  almshouse,  12 

Order  passed  authorizing  warning  cards  or  flags  on  houses, 
13 

Order  passed  to  provide  reception-room  for  patients,  13 

Order  to  complete  vaccination  in  districts,  13 

Order  for  fumigating  public  buildings,  13 

Order  to  provide  for  disinfecting  air  escaping  from  hospi- 
tals, 33 

Report  on  petition  of  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  in  re- 
gard to  hospital,  65 

Pet'n  of  Jane  Louge,  for  compensation  as  nurse,  leave  to 
withdraw,  77 

E.  E.  Hill,  pet'n  for  compensation  for  use  of  house  as  small- 
pox hospital,  leave  to  withdraw,  77 

Lydia  A.  Edgecomb,  leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n,  for  neglect 
to  remove  small-pox  patient,  102 

Mary  J.  Melcher,  leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  for  being  con- 
veyed to  small-pox  hospital,  102 

Pet'n  John  II.  Currier,  refusal  to  remove  small-pox  patient, 
leave  to  withdraw,  161 

Order  relating  to  closing  hospital  on  Marcclla  St.,  171 

Com.  from  Board  of  Health  in  relation  to  hospital  location, 
186 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  Chas.  L.  Beal,  209 

Report  in  regard  to  new  iiospital,  354 

Report  and  discussion  on  site  for  hospital,  308 

Order  to  raise  grade  of  Swett  St.  Hospital,  and  discussion, 
369 

Request  from  Bd.  Health  for  sale  Swett  St.  Hospital,  371 

Swett  St.  Hospital  territory,  order  passed  for  grading,  389 

Order  passed  to  transfer  Swett  St.  Hospital  to  Public  Lands, 
530 
South  Boston  Flats  —  Report  on  Mayor's  Address,  220 

Indenture  passed,  233 

Amendment  relating  to  Eastern  Ave.  discussed  and  non- 
concurred  in,  278 
South  Boston  Railroad  — 

Hearing  on  i-emoval  of  tracks  in  Emerson  St.,  310 
Soldiers'  Monument  —  Committee  appointed,  44 
Soldiers'  Relief — Quarterly  report  of  Paymaster,  149,  277,  398 
Soup  for  Poor  —  Report  of  Chief  of  Police,  on  supjily  of,  150 

Com.  from  Mayor  and  Overseers  of  Poor,  489 

Discussion  on,  subject  referred  to  Overseers  of  Poor,  533 

Discussion  on,  order  for  indefinitely  postponed,  535,  554,  555 

Order  (from  Council)  for  Overseers  Poor  to  furnish,  dis- 
cussed and  indefinitely  postponed,  506 
Stables  —  see  also  Health  — 

Oi'der  relating  to  licensing  by  City  Council  indefinitely  post- 
poned, 53 

Hayes's  stable,  remonstrance  and  orders  against  rebuilding, 
418 

Hearing  on  rebuilding,  428 

Order  to  revoke  license  reconsidered,  and  indefinitely 

postponed,  445 

Report  on  petition  to  rebuild,  445 

Additional  hearing  on,  445 

Discussion  rebuilding,  letter  from  City  Solicitor,  and 

memorial  from  28th  Cong.  Soc,  456 

Discussion,  and  letter  from  City  Solicitor,  470 

State  Aid  —  see  Soldiers'  Relief. 
Stebbins  (Alderman)  —  Remarks,  viz. :  on 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospitals,  11 

Use  of  warning  cards  or  flags  in  small-pox  cases,  13 

Refreshments,  43,  56 

School  Models  at  Vienna,  45 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  103,  104 

Taking  Parker  Hill  for  reservoir,  128,  219 

Restriction  of  use  of  steam  on  Freight  Railroads,  190 

Hiring  portion  of  Mercantile  Wharf  for  additional  market 
facilities,  191 

Erection  of  Grammar  school-house,  Dudley  District,  197 

Payment  of  claims,  Swett  St.  Hospital,  92,  207 

Services  of  City  Clerk,  211 

Widening  Washington  St.  between  Summer  and  Essex,  231 


Prohibiting  sale  of  fireworks.  241 

Laying  pipes  from  Beacon  Hill  Res.,  247 

Music  on  Common,  247 

Recommendations  in  relation  to  Fire  Dep't,  2.51 

Purchase  of  fire  apparatus,  261 

Halleck  St.  District,  271 

Purchasing  Horse  hose  carriage  for  Engine  No.  20,  278 

Payment  of  salaries  in  Normal  School,  300 

Authorizing  com.  on  reorganization  Fire  Dep't  to  visit  other 
cities,  301 

Removal  of  Const.able  Wliittier,  305 

Selling  fence  from  Common,  309 

Sale  of  Mather  School-house,  312 

Renewal  of  market  leases,  314 

Placing  Tobey's  apparatus  on  City  Hall,  315 

Grain  fees,  3.53 

Home  for  the  Poor,  355,  386,  619 

Site  for  sniall-pox  hospital,  368 

Supplying  water  on  Holly  system,  371 

Bell-tower  on  Hose  house  No.  12,  373 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dep't,  399 

H.  &  L.  house.  Wash.  Sq.,  410 

Fire  Commission,  411,  420 

State  Normal  School,  419 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  422,.432 

W.ater  from  Sudbury  river,  431 

Furnishing  passes  on  ferries,  442 

Water  from  Mystic  Pond,  443 

Hayes's  stable,  445,  406,  471 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  456 

Anniversary  of  great  fire,  465 

Allowing  Brookline  to  take  water,  467 

Fire  Commissioners,  467 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  491,  537,  554,  555 

Stoughton  St.  railroad  crossing,  495 

Establisliing  gates  .at  railroad  crossings,  495 

Removal  of  old  Mather  School-house,  503 

Repairs  of  Broadway  Bridge,  508 

Murder  of  Bridget  Landergin,  514 

Purchase  of  Austin  Farm,  529 

Public  Park  question,  552 

Permit  to  heirs  Wm.  Brigham  to  locate  Steam  engine,  575 
Steam  Engines  and  Boilers  — 

Hearing  on  pet'n  J.  F.  Keating,  32  Lancaster  St.,  2.39 

Hearing  on  pet'n  to  locate  at  1043  Wash.  St.,  567 

Report  and  discussion  on  permit  to  heirs  of  Wm.  Brigham, 
575 
Street  Commissioners  —  Annual  rejiort  of,  20 
Streets  — 

Com.  on  Streets  authorized  to  refer  claims  to  arbitration.  24 

Supt.  authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  lay  cross-walks,  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones.  pave  gutters,  number  streets, 
erect  fences,  grant  jiermits  for  moving  buildings,  grant 
permits  to  open  streets,  24,  25 

Names  of  those  crossing  Dorchester  St.,  64 

Supt.  to  keep  streets  on  burnt  district  clear,  91 

Order  for  Com.  on  Paving  to  report  rules  for  sprinkling 
streets,  91 

Order  to  take  estate  of  M.  H.  Glceson  on  Summer  and  High 
Sts.  102 

Rules  for  watering  adopted,  102 

Widening  of  AVashmgton  St.  at  corner  of  Summer  St.,  118 

Hearing  on  pet'n  to  cross  Yarmouth  St.  with  rail  track,  126 

Remonstrance  "  "  "  "  126 

Order  for  sale  at  auction  of  estate  taken  from  C.  M.  Wheel- 
wn-ight,  on  Water  and  Broad  Sts.,  127 

Enlargement  of  area  around  new  Post  Office,  minority  re- 
tjort  accepted,  127 

Order  presented  for  widening  streets  around  new  P.  0.,  134 

East  of  Custom  House,  order  to  pave,  163 

Columbus  Ave.  extension,  com.  from  B.  &  P.  Railroad  cor., 
and  permission  granted  to  withdraw  proposal,  209 

Burnt  District,  watering  authorized,  221 

Watering  streets  round  Common  and  Public  Garden  author- 
ized, 221 

Permit  to  Faxon  Bros,  to  lay  pipe  under  and  across  Otis 
St.,  284 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  adjoining  station  house  lot. 
Fourth  St.,  2S9 

Order  passed  to  purchase  estate  of  N.  E.  M.  Life  Ins.  Co., 

295 
Order  relating  to  hoisting  beams,  354 

Written  notifications  to  be  given  before  opening  by  Supt. 
Streets,    Supt.    Sewers,    Gas-light  Companies,    Water 
Board,  354 
Back  Bay  Lands,  order  for  preparing  plan  for  laying  out, 

373 
Order  passed  relative  to  laying  streets  on  Back  Bay  Lands ; 
also  between  Savin  Hill,  Dorchester  Ave,  and  So.  Bos- 
ton, 383 
Walworth  Manuf.  Co.  authorized  to  lay  steam-pipes  across 

Franklin  and  Hawley  Sts.,  384 
Hoisting-beams  restricted,  383 

Wooden  Pavement  Commission,  supplementary  report  re- 
quested and  declined,  398 
Report  on  Wooden  Pavements  referred  to  Paving  Com.,  409 
Order  passed  for  City  Solicitor  to  pi-epare  suitable  license 
for  hoisting-beams,  409 
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Swett  St.  Dist.,  oi'dcr  passed  relative  to  improvement,  468 

Contiiiental  Sugar  Uefliiery,  authorized  to  lay  jiipes  in  First 
St.,  470 

Order  to  consider  expediency  of  establishing  gates  at  rail- 
road crossings,  i'Jb 

Rep't  additional  leg.  required  to  lay  out  streets  on  Swett  St. 
Dist.,  501 

Order  relative  to  name  of  Eastern  Ave.,  503 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  flagstaff  from  cor.  of  Dudley  & 
rulnam  Sts.,  648 

Committee  on,  order  passed  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $300  for 
clerical  services,  506 

Order  to  pay  Edw.  F.  Robinson  $150  for  services  to  Com. 
on  Streets,  567 

Order  passed  to  pay  $2,000  for  services  of  James  Dennie,  575 

-  Arch  St.  —  order  passed  for  -widening  and  extension  of.  111 ; 

grade  established,  250;  order  passed  to  pave  with  wood,  533 

•  Albany  St.  —  order  to  pave,  302 

-  A  St.  —  John  Souther  to  remove  fence,  470 

•  Alpine  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  macadamize,  284 

■  Atlantic  Ave.  —  order  passed  for  Rowe's  Whf.  Corporation  to 

remove  building,  444 

■  Bedford  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen   between  Washington 

and  Chauncy  Sts.,  27  ;  order  passed  to  widen,  169 
-Buckingham  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  establish 
grade,  to  grade.  454 

■  Brook  Ave.  —  order  to  lay  edgestones,  140:  grade  established, 

303 

•  Bowen  St.  —  grade  established,  217 ;  order  passed  for  repairs, 

259 
-BushSt.  — named,  140 
-Battery march  St.  —  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327:  revised 

grade  established,  444 

-  Brookline  Ave.  —  order  to  set  back  fence,  and  cut  down  trees, 

179 

-  Berkeley  St.  —  bill  of  conveyance  to  city  of  Boston,  221 ;  order 

to  accept  conve3'ance  of,  242;  State  conveyance  to  City  ac- 
cepted, 250;  order  passed  to  macadamize,  309;  order  passed 
to  pave  sidewalk,  444 

-  Beacon  St.  —  order  passed  to  water,  181,  201;  order  to  pave 

with  wood,  187;  order  passed  to  grade,  196 
-Blue  Hill  Ave.  —  order  to  set  edgestones,  from  Warren  to 
Schuyler  St.,  288 

-  Boston  St.  —  grade  established,  217 ;  newly  named  for  part  of 

Dorchester  St.,  409 

-  Beverley  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  230 

-  Boylstou  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  plank  walks,  454 

-  Brighton  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  water,  181 

■  Bremen  St.  —  grade  established,  250 

-  Bolton  St.  —  grade  established,  217 ;  order  to  grade,  217 

-  Broad  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  238;  order  to  sprinkle, 

284 

■  Brookline  St.  —  Daniel  Goodnow  to  remove  bay  window,  470 

-  Chauncy  St.  —  order  passed  fur  widening,  81 

-  Crtek  Sq.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  342,  352 

-  Cabot  St.  —  order  passed  for  repair,  442 

-  Channiiig  St.  —  grade  established,  103 

-  Centre  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  444 

-  Commercial  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  221 

-  Cobdeii  St.  —  order  passed  for  surface  drainage,  419,  429    • 
■Congress  St.  —  order  passed   for    widening,  83;    com.  from 

Street  Com.  132;  resolve  and  order  tor  widening,  132;  wi- 
dening on  easterly  side,  non-concurrence  with  Street  Com.. 
140 ;  order  passed  to  widen,  160,  187 ;  order  passed  to  raise 
grade,  327 

-  Copeland  St.  —  order  to  establisli  grade,  454 

-  Ceylon  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  533 

-  Columbus  Ave.  —  order  to  pave  section  with  wood,  179;  ex- 

tension to  Bark  Sq.,  report  for  additional  loan  of  $40,000, 
250;  extension,  final  conveyance  by,  and  to  B.  &  R.  Rail- 
road, 258;  order  passed  to  pay  B.  &  P.  Railroad  corpora- 
tion $325,000,  259;  order  passed  to  grade,  263;  order  dis- 
cussed and  passed  to  water,  311;  rep't  leave  to  withdraw  on 
pet'n  for  discontinuance  accepted,  372 
-Commonwealth  Ave.  —  order  to  macadamize  and  set  edge- 
stones, 179 

-  Clarendon  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  plank  walks,  454 

■  Central  St.  —  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327 
-Causeway  St. —  order  to  Union  Fr.  R.  R.  Co.  to  pave,  190; 

order  to  Met.  R.  R.  Co.  to  pave,  190;  order  to  Cambridge  R. 
R.  Co.  to  pave,  190 

-  Church  St.  —  order  passed  to  convey  part  of  to  B.  &  P.  Rail- 

road cor.,  259 

-  Condor  St.  —  order  to  pave,  382 

-  Chandler  St.  —  order  to  pave,  179 

-  Camden  St.  —  leave  granted  to  remove  trees,  455 

-  Columbia  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  295 

-  Cottage  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  210;  order  passed  to  re- 

move obstructions,  210;  grade  established,  217 

-  Clinton  St.  —  order  to  pave,  288 

-  Cedar  St.  —  order  to  pave  sidewalks,  354;  order  to  lay  brick 

walks,  367 

-  Devonshire  St.  —  grade  established,  35 ;  widening  on  easterly 

side,  resolve  and  order  for,  passed,  141;  order  to  grade  ex- 
tension of,  161;  order  to  pave,  302;  report  to  re-number  ac- 
cepted, 353 
■Dorchester  St.  —  grade  established,  217 


—  Division  St.  —  order  to  establish  grade,  429 

—  Dorchester  Ave.  —  order  for  paving,  181;  order  to  Metropoli- 

tan B.  Co.  to  pave,  2UI  ;  order  to  So.  Bost.  R.  Co.  to  pave, 
2Ul;  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  210;  repairs  author- 
ized, 272 

—  Dale  St. —  order  to  set  edgestones,  383 

—  Dudley  St.  —  order  passed  for  repairs,  442 

—  D  or  K  St.  —  com.  from  Street  Com.  relative  to  extension  of 

across  Old  Col.  |{.  K.,  441 

—  Emerson  St.  —  purchase  of  triangular  parcel  of  land  author- 

ized, 170;  order  passed  for  repairs,  259 

—  Eastern  Ave.  —  older  passed  to  pave,  221 ;  in  continuation  of 

Congress  St.,  report  and  order,  562;  order  passed  for  ex- 
tending, 575 

—  Eustis  St.  —  order  to  set  edgestones  and  macadamize,  217;  or- 

der to  establish  grade,  633;  order  passed  to  extend  to  Maga- 
zine St.,  534 

—  Eighth  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  247 

—  Exchange  Place  —  order  to  mei'ge  in  Congress  Sq.,  and  trans- 

fer name  to  Lindall  St.,  423 

—  Essex  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  268,  367 

—  Egglcston  Sq.  — order  to  set  edgestones,  and  grade,  382 

—  Eliot  St.  —  Older  passed  to  extend,  300:  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Federal  St.  —  widening  of,  hearing  and  discussion,  79;  order 

discussed  and  passed  for  widening,  81,  82,  83;  grade  estab- 
lished, 103;  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327 

—  Foundry  St.  —  order  to  extend  name  to  extension,  101 

—  Fourth  St.  —  order  passed  to  lower  tracks,  So.  Boston  R.  Co. 

to  conform  to  grade,  419 

—  Franklin  St.  —  order  passed  for  widening  and  extension  of,  84; 

grade  established,  103;  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327; 
order  to  continue  through  Sturgis  St.  and  re-number,  382 

—  Forest  Hill  A\e.  —  order  to  release  land  to  Saml.  B.  Pierce  in 

exchange  for  land  for  street.  102 

—  Franklin  School-house  —  hearing  on  paving  street  near,  240 

—  Forest  St.  —  leave  granted  to  remove  trees,  455 

—  Fleet  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  259 

—  Gold  St.  —  order  passed  for  repairs,  259 

—  Gridley  St.  —  order  to  set  edgestones.  and  pave  sidewalks,  303 

—  Guild  St.  —  order  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters,  327 

—  Granite  St.  —  estimate  for  extending,  441 

—  Gates  St.  —  repairs  authorized,  263 

—  Girard  St.  —  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Gouch  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  3.53.  367 

—  Hawley  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  112 

—  Haverhill  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  230 

—  Hancock  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  295 
•—  H  St.  —  order  to  grade,  217 

—  Harrison  Ave.  —  order  parsed  to  i-epair  sidewalks,  etc.,  230 

—  Haynes  St.  —  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Highland  Ave. —  repairs  authorized,  263 

—  High  St.  Place.  —  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Barley  St.  —  order  to  establish  grade,  454 

—  Howard  St.  —  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Hawes  St.  —  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327 

—  Harlow  St.  named,  494 

—  I  St.  —  order  to  pave,  383 

—  Kingston  St.  —  order  not  to  build  between  Bedford  and  Sum- 

mer Sts.,  152 

—  Kilby  St.  —  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327 

—  Lincoln  St. — order  passed  to  widen  near  Summer  St.,  58; 

order  passed  to  widen,  160 

—  Lewis  i'ark  —  repairs  authorized,  263 

—  Lindall  St.  —  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327;  order  to  change 

name  to  Exchange  Place.  423 

—  L<ather  Sq.  —  grade  established,  103 

—  Longwood  Ave.  —  order  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters, 

288,  293 

—  Liberty  Sq.  —  revised  grade  established,  444 

—  IJnwood  Sq.  —  order  to  grade,  309 ;  order  passed  to  repair,  444 

—  Lamartine  St.  —  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Milk  St.  —  order  passed  for  widening.  83;  order  passed  to 

widen,  160;  order  passed  to  raise  giade.  327 ;  revised  grade 
established,  44-1;  report  accepted  for  sideM'alk  between  P.  O. 
and  Oliver  St.,  665 

—  Mercliant's  Row  —  order  passed  to  pave,  230 

—  Magazine  St.  —  order  for  widening,  488;   order  to  establish 

grade.  533;  order  passed  to  widen,  534 

—  Moreland  St.  —  release  of  right  of  drainage  to  Saml.  Weld  and 

others,  151 

—  Madison  Square — order  passed  to  pay  Henry  Doherty  for 

filling,  230 

—  Merrimac  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  240 

—  Meridian  St.  —  order  to  pave,  409 

—  Milmont  St.  — repairs  authorized,  263 

—  Norfolk  Ave.  —  order  to  set  edgestones  and  macadamize,  217 ; 

repairs  authorized,  263 

—  North  Ave.  —  grade  established,  303 

—  Nev/bury  St.  — order  passed  to  lay  plank- walks,  454 

—  North  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  230 

—  Newland  St.  —  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Norfolk  St.  —  leave  granted  to  remove  trees,  455 

—  Otis  St.  — order  passed  to  widen,  27 

—  Ocean  St.  —  order  to  establish  grade,  454 

—  Oliver  St. —  order  passed  for  extending,  83;  right  of  way  to 

A.  A.  Burrage  and  heirs  of  N.  Whiting  authorized,  295; 
order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327 
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—  Pcaii  St.  —  order  passed  for  extending.  83;  order  passed  to 

■widen,  160,  259,  5:i2;  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327 

—  P  St.  —  order  to  grade  from  First  to  Third  St.,  179 

—  Pine  St.  —  order  to  close  for  removal  of  wall,  465 

—  Pynchon  St.  —  Metropolitnn  R.  Co.  to  remove  obstruction  on, 

134;  order  to  build  retaining  wall,  and  grade,  293 

—  Prcscott  St  — order  to  set  edgestones  and  macadamize,  217; 

order  to  gi'ade,  309 

—  Park  St.  —  ^Vard  16  —  hearing  on  removal  of  elm  trees,  513 

—  Prospect  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  230 

—  Pleasant  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  259 ;    order  passed  to 

widen.  300;  order  to  grade,  309 

—  Parker  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  565 

—  Putnam  St.  — order  passed  to  grade,  250 

—  Purchase  St.  —  order  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  sidewalks, 

303 

—  Quincy  Place  —  order  passed  to  extend  to  Pearl  Place,  534 

—  Regent  St.  —  order  to  grade,  and  macadamize,  73 

—  Roslin  St.  —  order  to  establish  grade,  454 

—  Ruggles  St. —  order  passed  to   set  back  fence,  293;    grade 

established,  327;  order  passed  for  surface  drainage,  442; 
order  jjassed  to  grade  and  i-epair,  444 

—  Second  St.  — order  to  grade  Irom  O  to  P  Sts.,  179 

—  Silver  St.  — order  passed  for  repairs,  259 

—  St.  James  St.  —  hearing  on  removing  trees,  531;  hearing  and 

order  passed  for  removal  of  elm  tree,  545 

—  Salem  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave .  2.30 

—  Stoughton  St.  — grade  est.ablished,  303;    Railroad  crossing, 

discussion  on.  and  "  order  to  quit"  passed,  495 
■ — Sturgis  St.  —  conveyance  of  discontinued  portion  to  heirs  of 
W.  H.  Boardman  authorized,  534 

—  Thorn  St.  —  named,  140 

—  Trenton  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones,  etc.,  250 

—  Troy  St.  —order  to  grade,  103 

—  Tremont  St.  — report  and  order  for  removal  of  sidewalk,  260; 

order  discussed  and  passed,  268;  widening  of  adjacent  to 
Common,  discussed,  2S3;  order  passed  to  remove  fence  on 
Common,  2Sy;  order  to  pave  sidewalk  between  Ruggles  and 
Parker  Sts.,  430;  order  passed  for  repairs  bet.  Ruggles  and 
Parker  Sts.,  442;  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  between 
Parker  and  Whitney  Sts.,  535 

—  Thomas  St. — repairs  authorized,  283 

—  Tudor  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  533;   order  to  establish 

grade,  533 

—  Thornton  St.  — order  to  establish,  grade,  454 

—  Vernon  St.  —  repairs  authorized,  263 

—  Vine  St.  —  leave  granted  to  remove  trees,  455 

—  Winter  St.,  Ward  16 —  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  for  coast- 

ing, 33 

—  M'ashington  St.  —  order  for  widening  discussed  and  non-con- 

curred in,  112;  order  passed  to  jiavo  gutters,  and  set  edge- 
stones from  River  St.  to  Milton  Lower  Mills,  196:  order  for 
widening  offered  and  rejected.  231 ;  order  passed  to  widen 
from  Boylston  to  Avery,  268;  order  passed  to  pave  side- 
walks bet.  Eliot  Sq.  and  Pynchon  St.,  295;  order  passed  to 
remove  obstructions,  295 

—  Water  St. — remonstrance  of  Reals,   Greene  &  Co.  against 

proposed  widening  upon  their  estate,  101 ;  communication 
from  Street  Com.,  13J;  widening,  and  triangular  piece  be- 
low new  P.  O.,  reports,  discussion,  and  orders  passed,  141; 
order  passed  to  widen.  160,  441 ;  order  passed  for  further 
widening,  and  reconsidered,  179;  further  widening  and  ex- 
tension discussed,  222;  order  passed  to  raise  grade,  327; 
revised  grade  established,  444;  order  passed  to  take  estate 
of  Beals,  Greene  &  Co.,  470 

—  Woodbine  St.  —  order  to  macadamize  and  set  edgestones,  179 

—  Walnut  Ave.  —  order  passed  for  surface  drainage,  419,  429 

—  William  St.  —  grade  established,  and  order  to  grade  passed,  187 

—  White  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones,  etc.,  250 

—  W.  Cottage  St,  —  grade  established,  303 

—  Weston  St.  —  order  passed  for  repairs,  442 

—  Waverley  St.  —  order  to  establish  grade,  454 

—  Waltham  St.  —  hearing  on  paving,  etc.,  240;  order  passed  to 

remove  rail  tracks,  259;  order  passed  for  repairs,  2">9 

—  West  Chester  Park  —  order  passed  for  extension,  268;  order 

passed  to  remove  obstructions  before  July  23d,  2s)3 

—  Warren  St.  —  order  to  pave,  382 

—  Winthrop  St.  —  order  to  repair,  444 

—  Walton  St.  —  order  to  establish  grade,  454 
Suffolk  St.  District- 
Special  Committee  appointed,  and  authorized  to  exercise 

powers  conferred  bj'  City  Council  of  1872,  3 
Full  powers  to  joint  special  committee,  117 
Payment  of  Commissioners  to  adjudicate  damages,  190 
Committee  to  report  action  necessary,  263 
Report  on,  548 

Rep't  on  condition  of  Suffolk  St.,  Church  St.,  Northampton 
St.  and  Swett  St.  improvements  accepted,  and  orders 
passed.  565 
Summer  Vacation.  302 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  —  see  Buildings. 

Taxes- Tax  of  $8,638,092  for  1873-4,  laid,  140 
Order  for  charge  of  interest,  26'J 
Order  passed  for  collection  of  interest,  268 
Ordinance  providing  for  redeeming  estates,  383 


Theatres  — 

Order  for  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  report  precautions  taken 

against  tire,  13 
Communication    from    Inspector  of   Buildings,  respecting 

safety  from  fire,  51 
Orders  passed  relating  to  obscene  exhibitions,  423 
Report  and  discussion  on  immoral  exhibitions,  455 
Order  to  rcn'oke  license  where  immoral  exhibitions  are  per- 
mitted, 467 
Report  on  immoral  exhibitions  indefinitely  postponed,  535 
Treasurer,  City  — 

Report  com.  to  examine  accounts  accepted,  218 
Truant  officers  — 

Communication  from  Mayor,  of  State  law  placing  appoint- 
ment with  School  Com.  185 

Union  Freight  Railway  Co.  — 

Ordered  to  restrict  use  of  steam,  190 
Unfinished  business  —  Referred  to  Joint  Standing  Corns.,  10 
Of  Joint  Standing  Committees,  referred  to  next  City  Coun- 
cil. 575 
Of  Standing  Committees  of  Board  of  Aldermen,  referred  to 
next  Board,  575 

Votes  of  Thanks — 

To   commandants  at  Navy  Yard    and    Fort  Warren,   for 
military  services  at  fire.  240 
Voting  Lists  —  (See  also  Elections)  — 

City  Clerk  authorized  to  prepare,  and  employ  additional 
assistance,  2J2 

Washington's  Birthday  —  Order  passed  for  observing,  58 
Water  Works  —  Annual  report  of  Wat'-r  Board,  51 

Report  of  Water  Board  on  additional  supply  of  water,  114 
Report    of  AVater  Committee  on  taking  Parker  Hill    for 

reservoir,  127 
Report  recommending  loan  of  $500,000  for  supply  from  Sud- 
bury river,  127 
Parker  Hill  Reservoir,  communication  from  AVater  Board,  132 
Parker  Hill  Keservoir,  remarks  of  F.  O.  Prince,  attorney  for 

owners,  133 
Mayor  to  petition  for  reservoir  on  Parker  Hill,  140 
Report  inexpedient   to   obtain  supply  from  Flax   Pond  for 

ICast  Boston,  accepted.  151 
Order  passed   for  Water  Board  to   consider  expediency  of 

removing  i^ublic  driidiing  fountain  in  State  St.,  181 
Water  Hoard  to  report  in  print.  187 
Com.  from  AVater  JJoard  for  siiecial  appropriation  of  $115,000, 

2U6 
Rueter  &  Alley  allowed  to  lay  pipe  in  Heath  and  New  Heath 

Sts..  2!7 
Water    Board    authorized    to    purchase    Parker    Ilill    for 

reservoir,  219 
Order  for  Water  Board  to  report  on  pipes  from  Beacon  Hill 

Reservoir  for  use  of  Fire  Dept.,  242 
Order  to  report  on  expediencj'  of  building  reservoirs,  247 
Order  passed  for  Water  Board  to  report  on   laying  pipes 

from  Beacon  Hill  Reservoir,  217 
Com.   from   Water  Board   and  City  Engineer,  relating  to 

reservoir,  etc.,  282 
Water  Board   and  City  Engineer  on  system  of  pipes   and 

hydrants,  3.}0 
Report  on  Holly  system,  371 

Order  passed  to  place  reservoirs  at  junction  of  streets,  372 
Holly  system  referred  to  Water  Board.  409 
Order  discussed  and  passed  for  supply  from  Sudbury  River, 

431 
Order  passed  for  Water  Board  to  report  relative  to  Mystic 

Pond,  443 
Order  pas.^ed  to  obviate  delay  in  outlying  wards,  444 
Report  and  order  relative  to  system  of   water   pipes   for 

fires,  454 
Report  and  order  relative  to  supplying  Brookline,  454 
Order  passed  lor  Water  Board  to  coiuract  for  pipes,  etc., 467 
Order    passed    allowing    Brookline   to   take    water    from 

Cochituate  water  pipes,  467 
Order  passed  for   Board  to  report  on  condition  of  Farm 

Pond,  468 
Communication  from  AVater  Board  for  additional  appropri- 
ation, 480 
Board  ordered  to  report  in  print  in  relation  to  additional 

supply,  495 
Order  lor  taking  water  from  Sudbury  River,  and  land  neces- 
sary, referred  to  next  City  Council,  675 
Weld,  Clifford  R.,  authorized  to  take  birds  and  eggs  for  scientific 

purposes.  240 
AVharves- see  Fort  Hill  AVharf. 
AVillard,  Arthur  AV.,  authorized  to  take  birds  and    eggs    for 

scientific  purposes,  217 

FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman.  577 
Response  of  Chairman  to  Resolution  of  Thanks,  579 
Order  passed  to  print  final  proceedings,  679 
Adjournment,  sine  die,  679 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL. 


15 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL. 


OR&AISriZATION    AND    REGULAR    MEETINGS. 

Called  to  order  by  senior  member,  George  A.  Shaw,  1 

Address  of  Mr.  Shaw,  1 

Credentials  of  members  received,  and  quorum  reported,  1 

Notice  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  of  quorum  present,  1 

■Convention,  and  qualiHcation  of  members,  ). 

Edward  O.  Shepard  elected  President,  1 

Address  of  the  President,  1 

"Washin9;ton  P.  Gregg  elected  Clerk,  2 

Oatlis  of  office  administered  to  Clerk  by  City  Solicitor,  2 

Notice  to  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  Common  Coun- 
cil, 2 

Notice  from  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  that  body,  2 

Thursday  evening,  half-past  seven  o'clock,  assigned  for  regular 
meetings,  2 

ALPHABETICAL   INDEX. 

Adams,  Mr.,  Ward  14  —  Remarks  on 

Hook  and  Ladder  House  on  Dudley  and  Forest  Streets,  330 
Steam-beating  apparatus  in  Engine  house.  Ward  14,  416 
AVater  for  Brookline,  487 
Annexation  — 

Committee  authorized  to  procure  clerical  services,  surveys, 

and  plans.  38 
Brookline,  discussion  on,  105 

Order  passed  for  printing  10,000  copies  of  Acts  of  1873,  237 
Report  of  Commission,  .358 
Order  passed  relative  to  including  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 

in  limits  of  Boston,  435 
Discussion  on  annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435,  543 
Discussion  on  annexation  of  ijrookline,  and  reference  to  next 

City  Council,  559 
Discussion  on  annexation  of  Wintlirop  to  Boston,  and  order 

passed  in  favor  of.  5G9 
Of  Chelsea  and  Revere  referred  to  next  City  G-ovcrnment, 

571 
Annual  reports  — 

Superintendents  and  Boards  authorized  to  present  in  print, 

10 
Appropriations  — 

Orders  passed  for  the  Speoiflc  Appropriations  for  the  Pinan- 

ci:il  rear,  138 
Appropriations  —  Transfers  authorized,  viz.: 
510,000  from  State  Tax  to  Sewers,  36 
$10,000  from  Lamps  to  Charles  River,  and  Warren  Bridges, 

36 
$1,500  each  to  Contingent  Funds  of  Aldermen  and  Council, 

and  .Toint  Committees  of  Citj'  Council,  36 
$15,003  from  unexpended  balances  to  (-"ablic  Library,  121 
$30,000      "  "  "        '•  Fire  Department,  121 

$11,000      "  "  •'        "  Water  Works,  121 

$15,000      "  "  "        "  School  Committee,  121 

$12,000      "  "  "        "  School  Instructors,  121 

$50,000  from  Atlantic  Avenue  to  extension  of  South  Market 

Street.  144 
$12,000  from  Reserved  Fund  for  Hook  and  Ladder  house  No. 

4,  237 
$3,000  from  Reserved  Fund  for  Hose  house  corner  O  and 

Fourth  Streets,  South  Boston,  237 
$5,100    from   Reserved  Fund  for  Widening   Federal-street 

Bridge,  243 
$18,000  from  Reserved  Fund  for  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  6, 255 
$10,000  for  school  lot  on  Quincy  Street,  274 
$7,500  from  Reserved  Fund  for  Grammar  School-house,  L 

Street,  390 
$3,500  for  completion  of  Engine  house  No.  12,  438 
$5,500  from  Reserved  Fund  to  appropriations  for  Markets, 

451 
$5,000  from  Reserved  Fand  for  Northampton-street  District, 

479 
$30,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Sewers,  485 
$1,230      "  "  "      "  Common,  521 

$1,000      "  "  '■•      "  Quarantine,  521 

$25,000     "  "  "       ••'  Public  Buildings,  557 

$10,000    "  "  "      "  Suffolk-street  District,  589 

$700  "  "  "       "  Church-street  District,  569 

$500  from  Incidentals  to  Contingent  Expenses  Board  Alder- 
men, 563 
$11,653  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Public  Library,  563 
Armories  —  see  Militia. 
Assessors'  Department  — 

$1,000  additional  for  clerk  hire,  106 


Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Authorized  to  transfer  appropriations,  59 
Estimates  for  1873-74.  95 
Report  of  Committee  on  Estimates,  122 

Estimates  adopted  and  orders  passed  relating  to  specific  Ap- 
propriations for  1873-74,  138 
Order  passed  for  annual  report  in  print,  195 

Badges  —  Discussion  on,  31 

Order  passed  for  committee  to  provide  for  Council,  31 

Order  passed  to  procure  for  officers  of  Ciiy  Government,  50 
Barnes,  Mr,,  Ward  11  —  Remarks  on 

Widening  of  Federal  Street,  98 

Widcnmg  of  Water  Street,  123 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  183 

Columbus  Avenue  extension,  193,204 

Improvements  of  Common,  194 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett-street  Hospital,  213,  236 

Additional  appropriations  for  Fourth  of  Jnly,  225 
Baths  —  see  Public  Baths. 
BjUs  — 

Order  passed  to  place  on  Primary  School-house,  Princeton 
Street,  346 
Blackmar,  Mr.,  Ward  11  —Remarks  on 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospital,  6 

Hospital  on  Swett  Street,  14 

Taking  old  almshouse,  Rosbury,  for  small-pox  hospital,  15 

Refreshments,  etc.,  48 

Salaries  of  City  officers,  86 

Sale  of  estate  taken  from  O.  M.  Wheelwright,  99 

Widening  of  'W.ater  Street,  110,  155,  165 

Primary  School-house,  Marlboro  Street,  136 

The  Burrill  Claim,  137,  274 

Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  165 

Improvements  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  194 

Payment  of  claims  on  S'.vett-street  Hospital,  213,  236 

Yeas  and  nays  in  verifying  vote,  221 

Reservoir  on  Parker's  Hiil,  255 

Committee  on  Fire  Department  visiting  steam  fire-engine  es- 
tablishments, 2.36 

Orders  relating  to  Fire  Depai'tment,  244 

Firing  cannon  on  Common,  357 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Department,  392 

Supply  of  water  from  Sudbury  river,  436 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  452 

Conlirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  477 

Washington  Park  improvements,  497,  499 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  President,  571 
Boardman,  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  Remai'ks  on 

Additional  appropriation  for  Fourth  of  July,  226 
Boardman,  Mr.,  Ward  14  — Remarks  on 

The  Burrill  Claim.  137 

Widening  Water  Street,  1.57 
Bonds  of  City  Officers  — 

Order  passed  for  annual  examination,  243 

Report  of  annual  examination  accepted,  274 
Bonds  —  see  Loans. 
Boston  and  Albany  R.  R.  Co.  — 

Mayor  authorized  to  give  release  from  claims  for  d.amages, 
70 
Boston  and  Lowell  Depot  — 

Order  passed  for  City  Engineer  to  inspect  arched  entrances, 
85 
Boston  and  Providence  R.  Co. — 

Discussion  on  petition  and  concurrence  in  leave  to  with- 
draw, 212 
Bowles,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  remarks  on 

Fourth  July  expenditures,  225 

Orders  relating  to  Fire  Dcpt  ,  244 

Steam-heating  apparatus  in  Engine  house.  Ward  14,  416 
Brackett,  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks  on 

Election  of  George  A,  Shaw,  70 

Widening  of  Federal  St..  98 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  124 

The  Burrill  Claim,  136,  2o5,  274 

Ye.ns  and  Nays  in  verifying  vote,  224 

Additional  appropriations  for  Fourth  July,  226 

Purchase  of  steam  fire  engines,  265 

Salaries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School,  298 

Music  on  Common.  299 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  381,  390,  424 

Annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435,  560 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  438,  452 

Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  478 
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Soup  for  the  Poor,  487,  525 

Religious  instruction  in  Public  Institutions,  557 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  President.  572 
Bicknell,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks  on 

Partition  in  Committee  room,  City  Hall,  29 

Election  of  George  A.  Shaw,  61 

Steam-heating  apparatus  in  Engine  house,  "Ward  14,  416,  426 
Bridges  — 

Charles-river  and  Warren,  report  of  commissioners,  30 

West  Boston   and  Cragie's,   order  passed  to    petition  for 
authority  to  reconstruct  and  widen,  59 

Chelsea  St.,  rebuilding  authorized,  175 

Order  passed  to  remove  foot  bridges  over  Bost.  and  Prov. 
K.  K.,  224 

Removal  of  foot  bridges  over  Providence  R.  R.,  2G5 

Eastern  Ave.,  order  passed  to  ascertain  character  of  founda- 
tions, 450 

Broadway,  repairs  authorized,  543 
Builoings  — 

Order  passed  not  to  grant  permits  in  Water  St.,  6 

Order  passed  in  relation  to  water  pipes  freezing,  31 

Application  to  General  Court  in  i-egard  to  height  of  build- 
ings, 36 

Report  and  order  relative  to  fire  escapes,  99 

Order  passed  for  examinations  relative  to  fire  escapes,  106 

Discussion  and  order  passed   revoking  permits  to  build  on 
westerly  side  of  Kingston  St.,  154 

Com.  authorized  to  employ  clerical  assistance,  175 

Order  passed  for  Inspector  to  report  best  mode  of  preserving 
certain  buildings  from  fire,  194 

Order  passed  for  printing  digest  of  laws  and  ordinances,  253 

Orders  passed  authorizing  repairs  on  fire-alarm  apparatus.  285 

$654.87  allowed  for  removing  unsafe  walls  after  fire  of  May 
30,  286 

Com.  authorized  to  grant  permits  during  recess  of  Council, 
296 

Order  passed  for  add'l  clerical  assistance  in  office  of  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildmgs,  557 

Reports  inexpedient,  and  no  action  necessary  on   several 
subjects,  556 
Burditt.  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks  on 

Widening  of  Federal  St.,  86.  98 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  124 

Columbus  Ave.  extension,  192,  205 

Additional  appropriation  for  Fourth  of  July,  225 

Music  on  Common.  299 

Fort  Hill  Wharf  property,  348 

Sale  of  old  Mather  School-house,  358,  417 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  526 

Additional  .ippropriation  for  Public  Library,  570 
Burt,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks  on 

Purchasing  estate  of  Nath.  Whiting  for  Engine  house,  255 

Transfer  offence  to  Mt.  Hope,  329 

Allowance  to  James  S.  King.  348 

Organization  of  Engine  Co.  No.  25,  357 

Caton,  Mr.,  Ward  11  —  remarks  on 

Division  of  Committee-room.  City  Hall,  39 

Improvements  of  Common,  194 

Columbus  Ave.  extension,  204 

Accommodations  for  Insurance  Brigade,  285 

Enlargement  of  City  Hall,  286 

Enlargement  of  Quincy  Market,  299 

Music  on  Common,  299 

Stand-pipe  in  City  Hall,  346 

Sale  of  old  Mather  School-house,  348,  417 

Steam-heating  apparatus  in  Engine  house.  Ward  14,  416 

Organizing  Co.  for  Engine  No  24,  449 

Repairs  of  Minot  School-house,  497 
Cemeteries  — 

Mt.  Hope,  trustees  elected,  29 

interest  authorized  on  deposits,  182 

annual  report  of  trustees,  226 

appropriation  charged  with  expcnseof  movingfence,  346 

Census  — 

Com.  on  Printing  to  take  charge  of  statistics,  121 
City  and  County  Treasurer  —  see  Treasury  Department. 
City  Charter  — 

Discussion  on  revision  of,  2.34,  436,  451 

Report  and  order  relating  to  revision,  recommitted,  356 

Notice  of  appointment  of  Commissioners  for  revising,  497 
City  Council  — 

Order  passed  to  prepare  index  to  volumes  of  proceedings  for 
1869-'70-'71-'72.  61 

Order  passed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting  and 
publishing  an  abstract  of  proceedings,  214 

Order  passed- for  Index  to  volume  of  proceedings  for  1873,  559 
City  Documents  — 

Order  passed  for  City  Messenger  to    prepare    Index,    at 
expense  of  $150,  and  supply  bound  sot  of  Documents 
to  each  member  of  Council,  571 
City  Hall  —  sec  Public  Buildings. 
City  Hospital  — Monthly  report,  147 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to,  indefinitely  post- 
poi  ed,  185 
City  Surveyor  — 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  supplies,  instruments,  and 
materials,  and  other  expenses,  274 


Claims  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Louis  Frazier  $1,000  for  injuries,  31 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  of  Currier,  Trott  &  Co. 
and  others  for  damages  at  great  fire  accepted,  38 

Recommitment  of  report  leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'ns  Smith 
&  McGaragle,  and  Holohan  &  Maguire,  S6 

Order  passed  authorizing  Mayor  to  draw  for  payment  of 
judgments  of  court,  etc.,  122 

Discussion  on  the  Burrill  Claim,  136 

Order  passed  to  pay  certain  persons  connected  with  City 
government,  138 

Burrill  claim,  leave  to  withdraw,  144 

Discussion  on  payment  of  Hololian  &  Maguire  and  Wm. 
Smith  &  Co.,  212 

Reports  on  Burrill  Claim,  214 

Order  passed  for  transfer  of  insurance  to  Wm.  Smith  &  Co., 
236;  reconsideration  discussed  and  rejected,  236 

Debate  on  the  Burrill  Cl.aim,  265,  274 

Order  passed  for  enforcement  of  insurance  claims,  329 

Order  for  paying  excess  of  insurance  to  Smith  &  McGaragle 
indefinitely  postponed.  571 
Clocks  —  Order  passed  for  clock  on  Ticknor  School-house,  243 

Report  inexpedient  to  erect  a  clock-tower  on  Ticknor  School- 
house,  285 

Report  inexpedient  to   erect  clock  on   tower  of   Ticknor 
School-house  recommitted,  296 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Supt.  $500,  167 

$15,000  authorized,  175 

Order  and  discussion  on  assistants  to  Supt.,  175 

Order  for  tool-house  and  other  expenditures  discussed,  182 

Report  on  expenditures  for  improvements,  193 

Discussion  and  order  passed  authorizing  building  of  Tool- 
house,  and  other  improvements,  194 

Pet'n  of  P.  H.  Rogers  and  108  others,  relative  to  Madison 
Sq.,  203 

Order  passed  for  improvements  of  Independence  Square, 
214 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  pet'n  Beacon  Base  Ball  Club,  216 

Order  passed  for  erection  of  fence,  and  improvements  of 
square.  Commonwealth  Ave.,  235 

Madison    Square,  order  passed  for  grading  and  erecting 
fence,  235 

Order  passed  for  watering  streets,  243 

$746.98  allowed  to  Henry  Doherty,  for  earth  settling  on 
Madison  Square,  2-13 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  fence  from  Common,  287;  to 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  329 

Discussion  on  cannon  firing,  minority  report  substituted  and 
accepted, 347 

Discussion  on  firing  cannon,  and  amended  order  passed,  357 

$2,000  authorized  for  So.  Boston  squares,  376 

$4,730  authorized  for  labor  and  team-work,  376 

$4,500  authorized  for  Orchard  Sq.,  378 

$1,200  authorized  for  fences.  376 

$200  authorized  for  wagon-shed,  and  tool-house  on  Common, 
376 

Washington  Park,  order  passed  for  grading  and  improving, 
425 

Discussion  on  laying  out  a  PuhlicPark.  and  order  passed,  462 

Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Works  appointed,  479 

Order  passed  authorizing  lease  of  greenhouse,  485 

Request  for  add'l  appropriation.  485 

Washington  Park,  discussion  on  improvements,  497 

$75  add'l  for  tool-house,  etc.,  on  Common,  498 

Washington  Park,  discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  pay 
$1,100  for  improvements,  498 

$225  for  watering  streets  and  public  grounds,  509 

Personal  explanation  of  Mr.  Shaw  on  Washington  Park  im- 
provements, 509 
Common  Council  —  Journal,   order  passed  for  preparing  and 
printing,  2 

Request  to  appoint  members  Special  Police,  31 

Order  passed  excluding  persons  from  coat-room,  124 

Discussion  on  infringement  of  dignity,  256 

Resolutions  and  action  on  death  of  Thomas  H.  Doherty,  324 

Report  and  order  for  providing  new  desks,  etc.,  450 

Order  passed  authorizing  new  platforms  and  desks,  462 

Order  passed  to  provide  new  carpeting.  570 

Order  passed  to  pay  Clerk  $500  for  extra  services,  in  pre- 
paring Journal,  571 
Contingent  expenses  — 

President  authorized  to  approve  bills,  39 
County  of  Suffolk  —  (sec  also  Treasury  Department) 

Order  prss^d  authorizing  $10,000  for  repairs  and  furniture 
for  Court  House  and  Probate  building.  155 

Report  of  Treasurer  for  financial  year,  iOS 

Order  passed  for  $3,000  additional  for  re]>airs  of  Jail,  237 

Order  passed  for  repairs  of  Court  House  and  Probate  build- 
ing, 346 

Order  passed  for  $800  additional  for  fitting  up  Municipal 
Court  Room,  Soutliern  District,  462 
Cudworth,  Mr..  Ward  11,  —  remarks  on 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sunday,  37,  47 

Dacey,  Mr.,  Ward  2  —  remarks  on 

Nomination  of  ensineers  of  Fire  Department.  87 
The  Burrill  claim';^  137,  265 
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Assistant  to  Supt.  Common,  17-3 

Salaries  of  oflicors  in  I^aw  Department,  17G,  185 

Ordinance  relating  to  City  Hospital,  185 

Additional  appropriations  for  Fourth  July,  225 

Com.  of  Fire  Department  visiting  Steam  fire  engine  estab- 
lishments, 230 

Accommodations  for  Insurance  Brigade,  285 

Death  of  Thomas  H.  Dohorty,  324 

Cannon  firing  on  Common,  347,  357 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Department,  364,  380,  390 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  451 

A  Public  Park,  4C3 

Washington  Park  improvements,  499 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  521 

Religious  instruction  in  Public  Institutions,  557 
Davis,  Mr.,  Ward  14  —  remarks  on 

Enlargement  of  City  Hall,  288 

Market  leases,  417 

Organizing  company  for  Engiije  lio.  24,  449 
Dean,  Mr.,  Ward  12 —  remarks  on 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospital,  6 

Hospital  on  Swett  Street,  14 

'Taking  old  .almshouse,  Roxbury,  for  small-pox  hospital,  14 

Resolve  requesting  Board  of  Health   to  apply  for   needed 
powers,  15 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sundays,  37 

Refreshments,  etc.,  48,  59 

Election  of  George  A.  Shaw,  61,  70 

Carriage  hire,  69 

Inspection  of  ai'chways  Boston  and  Lowell  Depot,  85 

Widening  of  Federal"  Street,  86 

Nomination  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Department,  87 

Annex.ation  of  Brookline,  104,  559 

Election  of  Director  of  Public  Institutions,  121 

Widening  of  Water  Street,  145, 155,  165 

Time  for  Annual  Report  of  Fire  Department,  154 

Widening  of  streets  around  now  P.  O.,  164 

Amending  ordinance  relating  to  City  Hospital,  175 

Third  assistant  in  Law  Department,  176 

Salaries  in  Law  Department,  176.  185,  257 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  183 

New  Police  Station  in  South  Boston,  185 

Columbus  Avenue  extension,  192 

Petition  of  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Co.,  212 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett  Street  Hospital,  213 

Teas  and  nays  in  verifying  vote,  224.  226,  2-36 

Additional  appropriations  for  July  Fourth,  223 

Revision  of  City  Chai-ter,  234,  437 

Com.  of  Fire  Department  visiting  Steam  fire  engine  estab- 
lishments, 236 

Orders  relating  to  Fire  Department.  244 

Purchase  of  Steam  fire  en.f^ines,  254 

South  Boston  Flats,  207,  275 

The  Burrill  Claim,  274 

Accommodations  for  Insurance  Brigade,  285 

Firing  Cannon  on  the  Common,  357 

Prote'ction  of  City  Hall,  362 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Department,  304,  379,  390,  396,  424, 
440 

Repairs  of  Steam  Fire  engine  No.  8,  375 

Steam-heating  apparatus  in  Engine  house,  Ward  14.  416 

A  Police  Commission,  417 

Organizing  Co.  for  Engine  No.  24,  449  ,  • 

Open  records  for  Fire  Department.  450 

Management  of  fires,  450 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  452 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  461 

Report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  matters,  510-512,  521 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  524,  558 

Duties  of  Fire  Commissioners.  539 

Change  of  boundary  between  Boston  and  BrookUne,  543 

Religious  Instruction  in  Public  Institutions,  556 

Annexation  of  Wintlirop,  569 

Vote  of  Thank*  to  President,  571 

Denny,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks  on 

Resolve    requesting  Board  of  Healtli  to  apply  for  needed 
powers,  15 

The  Badge  question,  31 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sundaj',  36,  37 

Refreshments,  etc.,  48 

Admission  to  Lunatic  Hospital,  South  Boston,  59 

Widening  Federal  Street,  85 

Assistant  to  Supt.  Common,  175 

Salaries  of  officers  in  Law  Department,  176,  185 

Columbus  Ave.  extension,  192,  205 

Petition  of  Boston  andProv.  R.R.  Co.,  212 

Payment  of  claims  of  Swett  Street  Hospital,  213,  253 

Additional  appropriation  for  Fourth  of  July,  225 

Reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  235 

Com.  of  Fire  Department  visiting  Steam  fire  engine  estab- 
lishments, 224,  236 

Infringement  of  dignity  of  Council,  236 

Purchase  of  Steam  fire  engines,  264 

Extending  Lafayette  Court  and  Hayward  Place,  297 

Com.  on  reorganization  of  Fire  Department  visiting  other 
cities,  298 

Mason  Street  Engine  house,  331 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Department,  362,  380,  396,  439 


Hook  and  Ladder  house  on  Dudley  and  Forest  Streets,  390 

Steam  lieating  apparatus  in  Engine  house.  Ward  14,  416 

Annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  437 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  460 

Salaries  of  permanent  firemen,  476 

Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  477 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  487,  525,  558 

Washington  Park  improvements,  499 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  President,  571 

East  Boston  Railroad  Co.  — 

Act  of  incorporation  accepted,  460 
Elections  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  transfer  of  Voting  Lists,  etc.,  to 
registrars,  571 
Elections,  municipal  — 

Reports  accepted  on  recount  of  votes  in  Wards  3  and  5,  5 

Report  on  returns  in  Ward  2  accepted,  17 

Ward  15,  report  of  recount  accepted,  37 

Of  Geo.  A.  Shaw  and  John   W.  Mahan,  committee  author- 
ized to  report  in  print.  38 

Report  of  Committee  on  election  of  Geo.  A.  Shaw,  49 

Substitute  oft'ored  in  case  of  Geo.  A.  Shaw,  61 

John  W.  Mahan,  report  accepted,  61 

Discussion  on  election  of  Geo.  A.  Shaw,  70 

Ferries  — 

Order  passed  for  new  boat -and  houses,  164 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  coal  furnished,  214 

Annual  report  of  Directors,  243 

Oi'der  passed  authorizing  new  drops  to  be  paved,  357 

Report  on  free  passes  to  police,  426 

Order  passed  to  furnish  passes  to  police,  438 

Sale  of  ferry-boat  Jefterson  authorized,  460 

Order  passed  relative  to  extending  time  to  take  land,  etc.. 
476 

$3,000  for  finishing  and  furnishing  new  ferry-boat  Wintlirop, 
490 
Fire  Alarms  — 

Care  of  bells,  clocks,  and  control  of  appropriation  vested  in 
committee  on,  29 

Order   passed   for   placing  tower  and  alarm  on   I'rescott 
Scbool-bonse,  224 
Fire  Department  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  John  Donelly  $150  for  use  of  horse  and 
wagon  at  fire,  Nov.  10,  31 

Order  passed  to  pay  Atlantic  Works,  $4,646.69  for  extra 
work  on  fire-boat.  37 

Order  passed  authorizing  the  purchase  of  hay,  grain,  horses, 
and  supplies.  37 

Order  passed  authorizing  repairs  on  engines,  etc.,  37 

Order  passed  to  pay  steam-tug  Louis  Osborn  $1,940  for  ser- 
vices at  fire  Nov.  9.  47 

$1,100  appropriated  for  25  fire-extinguishers,  59 

Order  passed  to  pay  James  Mnnroe  $34.50  for  services,  59 

Resolution  of  sympathy  with  families  of  firemen  killed,  and 
with  those  injured  in  fire  on  Hanover  Street,  87 

Nomination  of  engineers  discussed,  and  committee  for  .ap- 
pointed. 87 

Report  .and  order  passed    to   locate  Steam    fire-engine   in 
Northampton  Street,  99 

Order  passed  relating  to  relief  of  families  of  disabled  fire- 
men, 105 

Invitation  accepted  to  view  swift  connecting  fire  pipe,  106 

Request  for  additional  appropriation.  108 

Report  on  increasing  efliciency  of,  108 

Order  passed  for  rep.air  of  fire  reservoir,  cor.  Washington 
and  Warren  Streets.  122 

$1,-300  for  additional  assistants,  122 

Ordinance  passed  extending  time  for  electing  Secretary  of 
Engineers,  124 

Order  passed  autliorizing  Chief  Engineer  to  report  before 
March  27,  124 

.$820.50  to  pay  for  600  feet  of  hose  for  Chelsea  Department, 
148 

Order  passed  to  pay  Wm.  Gilchrist  $1,000  for  Engine  No. 
12.  148 

Discussion  on  time  for  annual  report,  154 

Order  passed  relating  to  time  of  annual  report,  159 

Order  passed  to  purchase  self-acting  fire-engine,  167 

Memorial  relating  to  Chief  Engineer,  167 

Order  passed  for  repairs  and  alterations  on  Hose  house  No. 
4,  Northampton  Street,  168 

Chief  Engineer  authorized  to  employ  assistance,  168 

Order  passed  for  additional  assistance  in  office  of  Chief  En- 
gineer, 175 

10,000  feet  new  hose  authorized,  182 

Order  passed  to  pay  Gersliom  Sherman  and  Eben  Witherell 
for  personal  injuries,  204 

Report  on  Horse  Hose-carriage  in  Longwood,  204 

Order  passed  authorizing  committee  to  visit  engine  estab- 
lishments, 224 

Order  passed  for  committee  to  investigate  cause  of  fire  May 
30,  234 

Order  reconsidered,  discussed,  and  passed  authorizing  com- 
mittee to  visit  steam  fire-engine  establishments,  236 

Discussion  on  orders  relating  to,  244 
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.  Order  passed  for  Committee  on  Reorganization,  244 

Oi'der  passed  rescinding  order  approved  June  6,1873,  re- 
questing investigation  of  fire  of  30th  May,  245 

Order  passed  for  investigation  of  cruise  of  fire  of  May  30, 
and  report  in  print,  250 

Order  passed  autliorizing  Horse  Hose  Company  to  be  estab- 
lished for  Hose  carriage  No.  12,  253 

Order  passed  authorizing  Joint  Special  Committee  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  employ  stenographic  re- 
porter, 257 

Petitions  for  reorganization  presented  fi'om  3,000  citizens, 
253 

Oi'der  passed  authorizing  hose  carriages  to  be  substituted 
for  the  tenders  of  steamers,  264 

Discussion  and  order  ijassed  for  purchasing  four  Steam  fire- 
engines,  five  Horse  hose-carriages,  and  one  Hook  and 
Ladder  tiuck,  2G4 

Order  passed  authorizing  notices  of  location  of  fire-alarm 
signal  boxes  to  be  distributed,  274 

Order  passed  for  Horse  Hose  carriage,  Engine  house  ^o.  20, 
274 

Order  passed  authorizing  extension  of  flre-alarm  lines, 
painting  poles,  etc.,  285 

Order  passed  authorizing  repairs  on  fire-alarm  apii.iratus, 
285 

Report  on  Mason-slrcct  Engine  house,  etc.,  285 

Discussion  on  furnishing  accommodation  for  Insurance  Bri- 
gade, 285 

Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  1.  pcrn'iit  to  leave  the  city,  296 

Ordinance  passed  in  relation  to  Fire  Department,  290 

Engine  house  No.  10,  repairs  of  cellar  authorized,  290 

Discussion  and  order  passed  authorizing  committee  on  reor- 
ganization to  visit  other  cities,  297 

Order  passed  to  repair  and  alter  fire-boat,  298 

Order  passed  authorizing  organization  and  equipment  of 
Fire  Engine  Co.  22,  Parker  Street,  329 

Report  on  fire  departments  of  dift'erent  cities,  320 

Request  for  extra  appropriation  for  Engine  house,  etc.,  on 
Fort  Hill  territory,  331 

Reports  on  reorganization  of,  332 

Reports  on  cause  of  fire  of  May  30,  1873,  335 

Minority  report  on  reorganization,  347 

Order  passed  to  pay  James  S.  King  $.300  for  personal  inju- 
ries, 318 

Order  passed  authorizing  new  alarm-repeater  for  central 
oflace,  356 

Order  passed  for  organization  Engine  Co.  No.  2o,  .3.57 

Discussion  on  payment  of  $],.50u  for  repairs  on  Engine  No. 
8,  375 

Order  passed  for  fire  reservoirs,  376 

$1,500  authorized  for  repair  on  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  S, 
390 

$1,450  authorized  for  repairs  on  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  15, 
390 

Order  passed  for  reorganization  of  Engine  Companies  4  and 
7,  390 

Order  passed  authorizing  exhibition  of  fire  apparatus  of 
Sam.  R.  Russell,  390 

Report  on  reorg.ini zation  recommitted,  with  instructions, 
417 

Order  passed  for  Water  Board  to  consider  Holly  systetn,  417 

Order  reconsidered  for  exhibition  of -water  system  by  S.  R. 
Russell,  and  indefinitely  postponed,  417 

Report  of  amended  ordinance,  and  discussion  on  Fire  Com- 
mission, 424 

Discussion  on  furnishing  steam-heating  apparatus  for  En- 
gine house  in  Ward  14,  426 

Discussion  on  reorganization,  256,  302,  376,  .390,  438 

Order  passed  to  allow  John  A.  Fynes  $50  for  personal  inju- 
ries, 449 

Discussion  and  order  passed  to  organize  company  for  En- 
gine 24,  449 

Ordinance  amended  providing  that  records  be  public,  450 

Discussion  on  management  at  fires,  450 

Discussion  on  confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners.  477 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  HoUoway's  self-acting  chemi- 
cal engine,  485 

First  Monthly  Report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  521 

Discussion  on  duties  of  Fire  Commissioners,  and  reference 
to  next  City  Council,  539 

Order  passed  in  relation  to  Fire-Alarm  Telegraph,  542 

Order  passed  to  pay  J.  A.  &  W.  Bird  &  Co.,  for  paint  fur- 
nished in  Firc-Alarm  Department,  557 

Order  passed  to  p.ay  A.  Bird  for  paints,  painting,  and  carting 
for  Fire-Alarm  Department,  557 
Fireworks  —  Notice  of  petition  to  Legislature,  285 
Fort  Hill  Wharf— 

Order  passed  to  pay  Wm.  R.  Clark  $160,000  for  estate  on 
Broad  St.,  .329 

Discussion  on  order  for  payment  of  $160,000  to  W.  R.  Clark, 
348 

Order  passed  for  conveyance  to  City  subject  to  mortgage,  381 
Fourth  July  —  Discussion  on  celebrating,  157 

$15,000  appropriated,  and  Committee  of  Arrangements  ap- 
pointed, 193 

Discussion  on  additional  appropriation  of  $5000,  225 

Order  for  additional  appropriation  rejected,  235 


Flynn,  Mr.,  Ward  7  —  remarks  on 

Taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbui'y,  for  Small-pox  hospital,  14 
Resolve  requesting  Board  of  Health  to   apply  for  needed 

powers,  15 
Partition  in  Committee  room.  City  Hall,  29,  39 
The  Badge  question,  31 
Refreshments,  etc.,  47,  48,  59 

Transferring  power  over  erection  of  stables  to  City  Council,  61 
Widening  of  Federal  St.,  86,  97 
Salaries  of  city  oflicers,  86 
Nomination  of  engineers  of  Fire  Dept.,  87 
Annexation  of  Brookline,  104 
Widening  of  Water  St.,  110,  123,  158,  165 
Primary  School-house,  Marlboro'  St.,  136  > 

The  Burrill  Claim,  137,  266 
Burnt  District  Loan,  137 
Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  164 
Construction  of  bath-house  at  Mt.  Wash.  Ave.  Bridge,  182 
Columbus  Ave.  extension,  192,  204 
Fourth  of  July  expenditures,  167,  193,  225 
Improvement  of  Madison  Square,  203 
Payment  of  claims  on  Swett  St.  Hospital,  213 
Revision  of  City  Charter,  234 
Ordei'S  relating  to  Fire  Department,  244 
Infringement  of  dignity  of  Council,  256 
Purchasing  estate  of  Nath.  Whiting  for  Engine  house,  256 
Extending  Fayettp  Court,  and  Hayward  Place,  296 
Disposal  of  Swett  St.  Bospital,  297 
Hiring  part  of  Niles  Block,  297 
Purchase  of  Fort  Hill  Wharf,  329 
Rebuilding  Washington  St.,  331 

Office  .accommodations  for  Directors  Public  Institutions,  356 
Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  390,  425,  439 
Steam-heating  apparatus  in  Engine  house.  Ward  14,  416 
A  Police  Commission,  417 
Annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435,  443 
Organizing  Co.  for  Engine  No.  24,  449 
Management  of  Fires,  451 
Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  477 
Soup  for  the  Poor.  478,  540 
Religious  Instruction  in  Pub.  Institutions,  556 
Annexation  of  Winthrop,  569 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  President,  572 

G.  A.  R.— 

Order  passed  allowing  each  Post  $200  for  Decoration  Day, 

168,  175 
Invitation  accepted  from  Post  26  for  Decoration  Day,  184 
Invitation   of   Post  7  to   attend  dedication  of  Monument, 
accepted, 424 
Gas  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  balloon  gas  on  July  4th,  446 
Order  passed  relative  to  requiring  laying  pipes  and  furnish- 
ing gas,  449 

Hall,  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks  on 

Widening  of  Federal  St.,  98 
Harbor  — 

Report  and  order  passed  to  pay  the  State  $71,837.83  for 

Atl.antic  Ave.,  184 
Order  passed  for  report  on  taking  gravel  from  Long  Island, 

426 
Removal  of  gravel  referred  to  next  City  Council,  569 
Harrington,  Mr.,  Ward  8  —  remarks  on 
Widening  of  Federal  St.,  86 
The  Burrill  Claim,  137.  266 

Additional  appropriation  for  Fourth  of  July,  225 
Steam-heating  apparatus  in  Engine  house,  No.  14,  416 
A  Police  Commission,  417 
Health,  Board  of— 

Ordinance  passed  not  to  engage  in  other  business,  5        ' 

Appointments  made,  14 

Requested  to  apply  to  City  Council  for  any  additional  power 

or  facilities  needed,  15 
Notice  of  organization,  17 

Expenses  incurred  by,  chargeable  to  what  appropriations,  29 
Health  — 

Superintendent  authorized  to  make  contracts  for  horses  and 

materials,  37 
Order  passed  to  pay  Assistant  Port  Physician  $700  for  extra 

services,  50 
Supt.  authorized  to  employ  clerical  assistants.  69 
Ordinance  passed  to   amend  ordinance  relating  to  ijublic 

health,  96 
Order  passed  for  examination  of  present  system  of  sewerage, 

287 
Ordinance  passed  in  regard  to  removal  of  manure  from 

stables,  416 
Contract  authorized  for  removal  of  house  offal,  E.  Boston,  559 
Holmes,  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks  on  rules  and  orders,  5 
Opening  Public  Library  on  Sunday,  36,  37 
Election  of  George  A.  Shaw,  70 
Sale  of  estate  taken  from  C.  M.  Wheelwright,  99 
Site  of  Primary  School-house,  Marlborough  St.,  135 
The  Burrill  Claim,  137 
Salaries  in  Law  Dept.,  185 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett  Street  Hospital,  213 
Revision  of  City  Charter,  234,  451 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    COMMON    COUNCIL. 


19 


Salaries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School,  298 
School-house  cor.  of  Newbury  and  Exeter  Sts.,  347 
A  Public  Park,  463 

Home  for  the  Poor  —  sec  Public  Institutions. 

Hospitals  —  sec  Small-po.x,  also  City  Hospital. 

Inspection  of  Buildings  —  see  Buildings. 

Jones,  Mr.,  Ward  14  —  remarks  on 

Inspection  of  archways,  Host.  &  Lowell  Depot,  85 

Nomination  of  engineers  of  Fire  Dept.,  87 

Time  for  annual  report  Fire  Dept.,  1S4 

Reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  235 

Com.  of  Fire  Dept.  visiting  Steam  fire  engine  establishments, 

236 
Orders  relating  to  Fire  Dept.,  244 
Com.  to  investigate  fire  of  May  30,  245 
Purchasing  estate  of  Nath.  Whiting  for  engine  house,  255 
Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  256,  393 
Purchase  of  steam  fire  engines,  264 
-Vccommodations  for  Insurance  Brigade,  285 
Extending  Fayette  Court  and  Hay  ward  Place,  296 
Com.  on  reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.  visiting  other  cities, 

298 
Salaries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School,  293 
Mason  Street  Engine  house,  331 
Repairs  of  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  8,  075 
Annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435,  453,  559 
Organizing  Co.  for  Engine  No.  24,  449 
Management  of  tires,  451 
Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  461 
Salaries  of  permanent  firemen,  476 
Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  479 
AVashington  Park  improvements,  499 

Kelley.  Mr.,  Ward  15  —  remarks  on 

Order  relating  to  small-po.\  hospital,  6 
Improvement  of  Madison  Square,  203 

Lands — see  Public  Lands. 
Law  Department  — 

Communication  from  City  Solicitor  in  regard  to  destruction 

of  buildings  at  fires,  38 
Communication  of  City  Solicitor  on  election  of  Geo.  A.  Shaw, 

50 
Communication  from  Mayor,  relating  to  additional  assist- 
ance, 138 
Ordinance  passed  for  third  Assistant,  175 
Majority  and  minority  reports  on  Mayor's  recommendation 

of  increase  of  compensation,  176 
Communication  from  Solicitor  relating  to  Normal  School, 

184 
Ordinance  passed  relating  to  deeds,  390 
Legislative  Matters  — 

Order  passed  for  Committee  to  report  in  print,  464 
Discussion  on  report  of  Committee,  510 
Loans  —  order  for  Summer  St.  Fire  Loan  introduced,  31 
$3,000  for  Engine  House  No.  12,  37 
$5,000,000  for  Summer  St.  Fire  Loai.i,  37 
$2,000,000  to  Burnt  District.  47 
$10,000  for  Engine  House,  Wd.  14,  69 
$2,000,000  additional  for  Burnt  Dist.  discussed,  137 
Burnt  District  consolidated,  147 

$500,000  for  supply  of  water  from  Sudbui'y  River.  155 
Order  passed  to  pay  $4,362.69  for  final  expenses  of  Loan 

Commission,  169 
$2-3,000  for  rebuilding  Chelsea  St.  Bridge,  175 
$60,000  for  Pi'imary  school  lot,  Newbury  and  Exeter  Sts., 

182 
$275,000  for  Sulfolk  St.  District,  182 
$4,000,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  184 
$20,000  for  school-house,  Dudley  Dist.,  192 
$115,000  for  w.ater  pipes.  Wards  13,  14;  15,  16,  235 
$161,000  for  Parker  Hill  reservoir,  235 
$45,000  for  police  station  house.  Fourth  St.,  237 
$28,000  for  enafine  house,  Longwood,  243 
$.50,000  lor  engine  house.  Fort  Hill,  265 
$105,000  for  school-house,  Houghton  Place,  274 
$40,000  for  extension  of  Columbus  Ave.,  274 
$85,000  for  Stable  on  Highland  St.,  274 
$250,000  for  widening  W.ashington  and  Essex  Sts.,  287 
$15,000  for  engine  house.  Fort  Hill  territory,  331 
$40,000  for  Dorchester  Police  station  house,  331 
$110,000  for  Fort  Hill  wharf,  329 
$175,000  for  Water  Works,  542 
$75,000  for  Home  for  Poor,  .542 
Loriug,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  remarks  on 

Admission  to  Lunatic  Hosp.,  So.  B.,  59 
Widening  of  Federal  St.,  97 
Sale  of  estate  taken  from  C.  M.  Wheelwright,  99 
Annexation  of  Brookline,  104 
Firing  cannon  on  the  Common,  357 
Protection  of  City  Hall,  362 
Laying  out  streets  on  new  lands,  376 
Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  -396 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  524,  541 
Lowell  R.  R.  Depot  — 

Report  of  City  Engineer  on  arched  entrances,  155 


Mahan,  Mr.,  Ward  5,  remarks  on 

Taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbury,  fin-  small-pox  hospital,  14 
Inspection  of  archways  to  Boston  and  Lowell  depot,  85 
Nomination  of  engineers  of  Fire  Dept.,  87 
Widening  of  streets  .around  now  P.  O.,  138,  165 
Salaries  of  officers  in  Law  Dept.,  177,  185 
Small-pox  hospital  claims,  237 
Orders  relating  to  Fire  Dept.,  245 
Infringement  of  dignity  of  Council,  2.56 
Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept..  2.56.  392,  439 
Coufirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  477 
McCue,  Mr.,  Ward  5,  remarks  on 

Washington  Park  improvements,  499 
Magazine  St.,  District  — 

Report  on  additional  legislation,  497 
Markets  — 

Quincy  Market,  order  for  enlargement  of  indefinitely  post- 
poned, 299 
Mayor  — 

Order  requesting  copy  of  Inaugural  Address  for  printing,  2 
Address  referred  to  special  committee.  2 
Report  on  disposition  of  topics  in  Inaugural  Address,  IS 
Resignation  accepted,  496 
Mayor  —  communications  from,  viz. :  — 
In  regard  to  small-pox  hospital,  4 

Relating  to  appointment  of  Board  of  Health,  etc..  14  ' 

Relating  to  additional  assistance  in  Law  Dept.,  138 
Veto  of  order  for  Normal  School  accommodations,  183 
Relating  to  death  of  Thomas  H.  Doherty,  324 
Militia  — 

First  Reg.,  rent  of  headquarters  transferred,  376 

Co.  D,  $1,200  for  rent  of  armory,  376 

Co.  F,  report  leave  to   withdraw  on  petition  for  new 

armory.  184 

$450  for  repairing  and  furnishing  armory,  438 

order  passed  for  transfer  of  rent  of  armory,  496 

Co.  I,  $575  for  rent  of  armory,  376 

Co.  K,  $72.53  for  repairs  of  armory,  438 

First  Bat.  Inf ,  Co.  A,  $600  for  rent  of  armory,  148 

Amendment  to  order  on  discontinuance  of  rent  o  f 

armorj',  175 

Co.  B,  order  passed  for  transfer  of  rent  from  Williams 

Hall  to  Minot  Hall,  298 

Co.  D,  order  passed  fur  transfer  of  rent  from  Williams 

Hall  to  Minot  Hall.  298 

Co.E,  order  passed  to  discontinue  rent  of  armory,  485 

Ninth  Reg.,  $600  for  rent  of  armory.  370 

$375  for  fitting  up  head-quarters,  438 

order  passed  to  reimbui'se  Capt.  Dunn  §48. -!6  for  per- 
sonal expenses.  485 

order  passed  to  repair  and  furnish  head-quarters,  485 

Co.  A,  order  rescinding  allowance  for  armory,  105 

order  to  Jjay  $600  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory,  106 

$300  for  repairing  and  furnishing  armory,  106 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  for  increase  of  rent 

for  armory,  159 

order  passed  for  repairs  of  armory,  167 

order  passed  to  pay  for  rent  of  armory,  569 

Co.  B,  order  passed  to  pay  $600  jier  annum  for  armory 

237 

Co.  C,  order  for  repairs  of  armory,  175 

Co.  E,  order  for  repairs  of  armory.  175 

Co.  I,  $1.2)0  for  rent  of  armory,  376 

orders  passed  for  rent,  repairs  and  furnishing  of 

armory,  462 

orAer  passed  to  repair  and  furnish  armory,  569 

Co.  K.  repairs  of  armory  authorized,  38 

order  passed  to  pay  $70.70  for  repairing  and  fur- 
nishing armory,  106 
First  Co.  Cadets,  $1,200  for  rent  of  armory,  438 
First  Bat.  Light  An.,  order  passed  to  furnish  head-quarters, 
569 

Co.  A,  order  passed  to  repair  and  furnish  armory,  485 

Co.  B,  $4.50  for  repairing  and  furnishing  armory,  332 

First  Bat.   Cav..   order  pa.ssed  to    rent  and  fix  up  head- 
quarters, 184 

Co.  D,  order  passed  for  repairs  of  armory,  557 

Report  and   order  passed  to   establish  regimental  ar- 
mories, 435 

order  passed  to   report  changes  necessary  in  allowance 

for  rent  of  armories.  253 
Minors  —  regulation  of  sales  by,  23 
Mount  Hope  —  see  Cemeteries. 

Municipal  Register,  order  passed  for  preparing  and  printing,  2 
Music  —  order  passed  to  procure  seven  music-stands,  203 
Committee  appointed  to  arrange  for  music,  243 
Order  passed  appropriating  $2,000,  299 
$100  additional  for  music  stands,  462 

Northampton  St.  Dist. — 

Amendment  passed  requiring  owners  to  raise  grade,  69 

Remonstrance  from  Edvv.  I.  Brown,  69 

Order  passed  to  pet'n  for  power  to  perfect  drainage,  148 

Order  passed  directing  owners  to  raise  grade,  329 
Nuisances  — 

Report  (inexpedient)  accepted  relating  to,  between   Tre- 
mont,  Parker,  Ruggles  and  Prentiss  Sts.,  274 

Stony  Brook,  order  passed  for  abatement  of,  299 
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Overseers  of  Poor —  Kequcst  for  additional  appropriation,  155 

Page,  Mr.,  Wai-d  9  —  remarks  on 

Sale  of  estate  taken  from  C.  M.  Wheelwriglit,  99 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  j23,  147,  15.5,  166 

Columbus  Ave.  extension,  204 

Keorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  250 

Enlargement  of  City  Hall,  286 

Music  on  Common,  290 

School-house  cor.  Newbury  and  Exeter  Sts.,  347 

Office  accommodations  for  Directors  Public  Institutions,  356 

Engine  house.  Mason  St.,  426 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  452 

Religious  Instruction  in  Public  Institutions,  556 
Pease,  Mr.,  Ward  1  —  remarks  on  the  Badge  question,  31 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sunday.  3b,  37 

Refreshments,  etc.,  47 

Inspection  of  ai-ohways,  Bost.  &  Lowell  depot,  S5 

Widening  of  Chatincy  St.,  85 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  110, 124 

xVssistant  to  Supt.  Common,  175 

Fourth  of  July  expenditures,  193,  22a 

Improvements  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  194 

Pet'n  of  Bost.  &  Prov.  R.  Co..  212 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swctt  Street  Hospital,  213 

Authoi'izing  com.  to  visit  engine  establishments,  224 

Fourth  of  July  n])propnation,  226 

Reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  235 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  2.56,  305,  S96,  438 

Purchase  of  Steam  lire  engines,  265 

Accommodations  for  Insurance  Brigade,  286 

Summer  vacation,  299 

Repairs  of  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  8.  375 

Taking  gravel  from  Long  Island.  427 

Supply  of  water  from  Sudbury  River,  436 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  460 

A  Public  Park.  463 

Salaries  of  permanent  firemen,  476 

Water  for  Brookline,  4S7 
Perkins.  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks  on  rules  and  orders,  4 

Health  Commissioners  engaging  in  other  business,  5 

Permits  to  build  in  Water  St.,  0 

Hospital  on  Swett  St.,  14 

Taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbury,  for  hospital,  14 

The  Badge  question,  31 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sunday,  36,  37 

Refreshments,  etc.,  47 

Admission  to  Lunatic  Hosp.,  So.  Bost.,  59 

Election  of  George  A.  Shaw.  61 

Inspection  of  archways  Bost.  &  Lowell  Depot,  85 

Widening  of  Chauncy  St.,  85 

Widening  of  l<'ederal  St.,  85,  97 

Salarj'  of  city  officers.  86 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  110,  123,  144,  158,  165 

Annexation  of  Brookline.  104 

Site  of  Primary  School-house.  Marlborough  St.,  135 

The  Bnrrill  Claim,  137.  265,  274 

Northampton  St.  District,  148 

Permits  to  build  on  Kingston  St.,  154 

Widening  of  streets  around  new  Post  Office,  164 

Fourth  oir  July.  167 

Pet'n  of  Bost.  &  Prov.  R.  Co..  212 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett-St.  Hosp.,  213,  237,  253 

Base  Ball  question,  216 

Decision  (in  the  chair)  on  Yeas  and  Nays  in  verifying  vote, 
224,  226 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  234,  438,  451 

Com.  of  Fire  Dept.  visiting  Steam  Fire  Engine  establish- 
ments, 236 

Purchasing  estate  of  Nath.  Whiting  for  engine  house,  255 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  256,  380,  425,  438 

Salaries  in  Law  Department,  257 

Purchase  of  Steam  lire  engines,  265 

So.  Bost.  Flats.  275 

Extending  Fayette  Court  and  Hayward  Place,  296 

Disposal  of  Swett  St.  Hospital,  297 

Com.  on  Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.  visiting  other  cities, 
297 

Sal.aries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School,  298 

Enlargement  of  Quincy  Market,  299 

Music  on  Common,  299 

Slimmer  vacation,  299 

Purchase  of  Fort  Hill  Wlif.,  329 

Rebuilding  Washington  St.,  331,  362 

Firing  cannon  on  the  Common.  357 

Laying  out  streets  on  new  lands,  376 

A  Police  Commission,  417 

Annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435,  496,  543,  559 

Management  of  fires,  450 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissior  ers,  461 

A  Public  Park,  462 

Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  477 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  486,  524 

Washington  Park  improvements,  497,  498 

Repairs  of  Minot  School-house,  498 

Report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  510 

Annexation  of  Winthrop.  569 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  President,  572 


Petroleum  — 

Committee  requested  to  report  changes  necessary,  521 
Pickering,  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks  on 

Order  relating  to  small-pox  hospital,  6 
The  Badge  question,  31 
Opening  Public  Library  on  Sunday,  37 
Refreshments,  etc.,  48 

Site  of  Primary  School-house,  Marlborough  St.,  135 
The  Burrill  Claim.  137,  265,  274 
Widening  of  Water  St.,  155,  166 
Widening  of  streets  around  new  P.  O.,  164 
Fourth  of  July,  167.  193 
Salaries  of  officers  in  Lavi'  Dept.,  177,  185 
Columbus  Ave.  extension,  204 
Infringement  of  dignity  of  Council,  256 
Salaries  in  Law  Department,  257 
Enlargement  of  City  Hall,  286 
Enlargement  of  Quincy  Market,  230 
Firing  cannon  on  Common,  357 
Laying  out  streets  on  new  lands,  376 
Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  376 
Annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435,  560 
Water  of  Farm  Pond,  450 
Revision  of  City  Charter,  452  . 
Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners.  460 
A  Public  Park.  464 

Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  478 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  487,  542 
Washington  Park  improvements,  500 
Police  — 

Discussion  on  Police  Commission,  and   order   indefinitely 

postponed,  417 
Port  Physician  — 

Order  passed  for  report  of  ordinances,  69 
Powers,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks  on 
Election  of  George  A.  Shaw,  71 
Widening  of  Water  Street,  144 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  183,  194 
Probate  —  see  County  of  Buftblk. 
Public  Baths  — 

Discussion  on  Bath-house  at  Mt.  Washington  Ave.  bridge, 

182;  order  passed  authorizing,  195 
Order  passed  authorizing  Public  Bathing  Houses  in  different 

sections  of  city,  192 
Order  for  placing  bathing-houses  in  charge  of  Bd.  of  Health 

indefinitely  postponed,  57 
Public  Buildings  —  see  also  Schools  — 

City  Hall,  order  passed  for  ventilation  by  skylights,  18 

p.artition  in  committee-room  discussed.  20 

partition  in  committee-room  indefinitely  postponed,  29 

discussion  on   division  of  committee-room  by  folding 

doors.  39 
report  and  order  for  hiring  building  in  Pemberton  Sq., 

286 
discussion  on,    and  order  passed    authorizing   stand- 
pipes,  346 

order  passed  for  applying  Tobey's  invention,  362 

Repairs  authorized  for  City  Hall,  for  police  stations,  engine 

houses,  etc.,  37 
Report  on  engine  liouse.  Ward  14,  61 
Report  inexpedient  to  accept  rooms  of  First  Bap.  Church, 

96 
Petitions  of  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insur- 
ance Company  for  leave  to   inspect  boilers  in  Public 

Buildings,  report  inexpedient,  accepted,  148 
Report  on  City  Stable  on  Highland  Street,  184 
Order  passed  to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for  new  police 

station.  Fourth  Street,  185 
Order  passed  for  plans  and  estimates  of  stable  in  Highland 

Street.  192 
Communication    from    Superintendent    relating   to    music 

stands,  193 
Report  on  new  station  house,  South  Boston.  204 
Engine  No.  18,  order  passed  to  place  Horse  Hose  carriage  in. 

214 
Engine  No.  7,  order  passed  to  place  Horse  Hose  carriage  in, 

214 
Engine  No.  23,  order  passed  to  place  Horse  Hose  carriage 

in,  214 
For  Steam  fire  engine  on  Parker  Street,  234 
For  Steam  fire  engine  on  Burnt  District,  234 
Roxbury  City  Hall,  sale  authorized,  234 
Order  passed  rescinding  order  authorizing  purchase  of  land 

on  Adams  Street,  for  Police  Station  11,  235 
Order  passed  for  purchase  of  land  of  J.  H.  Robinson  for 

Police  Station  11,  2.35 
Order  passed  for  site  for  Hook  and  Ladder  house  No.  4,  237 
Order  passed  for  erection  of  police  station  house  on  Fourth 

Street,  237 
Order  passed  for  erection  of  engine  house  corner  Longwood 

and  Brookline  Avenues.  243 
Report  on  Engine  house  No.  16,  245 
Report  on  stable  on  Highland  Street,  245 
Order  passed  for  building  Hook  and  Ladder  house  for  Co.  6, 

255 
Discussion  on  purchasing  estate  of  Nath.  Whiting  for  en- 
gine house,  255 
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Orders  passed  for  purchasing  est.ito  of  Nath.  Whiting,  and 
erecting  engine  house,  265 

Order  passed  for  erection  of  stable  on  Highland  Street,  274 

Orders  passed  for  ei-timates  for  engine  on  Masou  Street,  274 

Report  for  purchase  of  additional  land  for  station  house, 
South  Boston,  274 

Order  passed  for  purchasing  additional  land  for  station 
house,  South  Boston,  285 

Order  rescinded,  and  new  order  passed  for  Hose  house, 
Longwood,  287 

Order  passed  for  hiring  part  of  Niles'  Block,  297 

Dorchester  Police  Station,  order  passed  for  erection  of,  331 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  for  Mason  Street  Engine  house, 
etc.,  331 

Order  passed  to  erect  bell-tower  on  Hose  house  No.  12,  346 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  providing  office  accommoda- 
tions for  Directors  Public  Inst.,  356 

Discussion  and  order  passed  for  erection  of  Hook  and  Lad- 
der house  on  Dudley  and  Forest  Streets,  390 

Order  passed  for  sale  of  portion  of  Engine  house  No.  12, 
416 

Discussion  on  steam-heating  apparatus  and  fence  for  engine 
house,  "Ward  14.  416 

Order  for  erection  of  Hose  house,  cor.  Upton  St.  and  Shaw- 
mut  Ave.,  indefinitely  postponed,  417 

Order  passed  to  report  expediency  of  repealing  order  for 
engine  house.  Mason  Street,  426 
Public  Grounds  —  see  Common,  etc. 
Public  Institutions  — 

Committee  requested  to  report  on  expediency  of  amending 
ordinance  relating  to  Port  Physician,  38 

Directors  requested  to  delay  election  of  phj'sician,  38 

Lunatic  Hospital  at  South  Boston,  order  passed  rescinding 
order  relative  to  refusal  of  permits  for  admission,  59 

Removal  of  building  at  Winthrop  authorized,  182 

Ordinance  passed  providing  for  care  of  neglected  children, 
214 

Order  passed  for  telegraph  lines  to  South  Boston,  235 

Annual  report  of  Directors,  253 

Charity  Bureau  and  Temporary  Home,  orders  passed  for 
repairs,  285 

Order  passed  requesting  committee  to  report  an  order  to  pro- 
vide suitable  site  for  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  on  recom- 
mendations from  Grand  Jury,  497 

Discussion  on  religious  instruction  and  report  recommitted, 
556 

Report  on  removal  of  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reforma- 
tion, and  reference  to  next  City  (Council,  557 

Resignation  of  Samuel  C.  Cobb  as  Director  referred  to  next 
City  Council,  557 

Communication  from  Directors  in  regard  to  religious  in- 
struction, 570 

Home  for  the  Poor,  committee  requested  to  report  in  one 
month,  124 

order  passed  authorizing  purchase  of  Austin  Farm, 

254 

order  passed  to  provide  for  plans  and  estimates,  571 

Public  Lands  — 

Boston  Co-operative  Association,  new  bond  for  land  sold  on 
B.  Canton  St.,  36 

Order  for  disposing  of  Swett  St.  Hospital  property  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  297 

$375,000  for  purchase  of  land  from  New  England  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  297 

Swett  St.  Hospital  territory,  order  passed  for  grading,  390 

Swett  St.  Hospital  transferred  to,  539 

Order  passed  to  sell  to  Mass.  Horn.  Hospital  Corporation, 
lot  of  land  on  Concord  St.,  557 
Public  Library  —  Remonstrance  against  opening  Sunday,  .36 

Discussion  on  opening  Sundays.  36,  S7 

Order  passed  to  open  Sundays,  47 

Report  and  order  passed  to  place  Hyatt  lights,  iron  shutters, 
etc.,  381 

Donation  from  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  542 

Refreshments—  Substitute  order  by  Mr.  Flynn,  Ward  7,  47 
Debate  in  relation  to,  47 

Amendment  striking  out  "  carriage  hire  "  considered,  59 
Amendment  of  carriage  hire  laid  on  table,  69 

Rewards  — 

$500  offered  for  detection  of  incendiaries  of  Swett  Street 

Hospital,  329 
$1,000  offered  for  detection  of  assassin  of  Bridget  Landergin, 
521 

Rules  and  orders  —  of  1872  temporarily  adopted,  2 

Joint  Com.  .appointed  to  prepare  joint  rules  and  orders,  2 
Com.  to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  Council,  2 
Of  last  Common  Council  adopted,  with  amendments,  4 
Joint  rules  of  last  year,  as  amended,  adopted,  5 
Concurrence  in  .amendment  to  print  pocket  edition,  17 

Salaries  —  For  officers  and  crew  of  fire-boat,  38 

Discussion  on  amendments  and  points  of  order,  86 

Of  city  officers,  report  recommitted,  110 

Of  city  officers,  considered.  147 

Of  Supt.  of  Printing,  reduced  from  $2,800  to  $2,500,  147;  on 

non-concurrence  of  Aldermen,  adherence  in  amendment 

reducing,  155 


Of  Law  Dep't.,  discussion  and  recommitment,  185 

Orders  passed  fixing  salaries  of  City  Solicitor,  Assistants, 

and  Clerk,  227,  257 
Discussion  on  paying  salaries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School, 

298 
Of  Port  Physician,  communication  from  Board  of  Health, 

and  from  Port  Physician.  358 
Order  passed  fixing  salary  of  Assist.ant  Resident  Physician 

at  Deer  Island,  390 
Discussion   on   salaries  of  Fire   Commissioners,  and  order 

passed,  460 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed,  establishing  salaries  of  per- 
manent Firemen.  476 
Schools  —  Order  passed  for  repairs  and  furniture,  m 

Order  passed  to  pay  $3,320  for  rooms  of  Inst,  of  Technology 

for  drawing  school,  69 
Prescott  and  Chapman  Dist's,  report  and  order  to  authorize 

plans  for  primary  house.  106 
Communication    from    School    Com.  requesting    additional 

appi'opriation.  106 
Marlborough  St.  Primary  school,  discussion  on   site,  135; 

Remonstrance  on  same,  135 
Tablets  on  Starr  King  Snhool-house  authorized,  147 
Clock  in  tower  of  school-house,  City  Point,  authorized,  147 
Harris  School-house,  furnishing  master's  room  authorized, 

147 
.\ppleton  Primary  School-house,   use  for   Normal    School 

authorized,  147 
Order  passed  authorizing  purchase  of  land  in  rear  of  Minot 

School-house,  164 
Purchase  of  lot  on  Newbury  .and  Exeter  Sts.  authorized,  182 
Report  on  erecting  school-house  on  City  Hall  estate,  Boston 

Highlands,  184 
Dudley  District,  $20,000  for  school-house,  192 
Vote  on  veto  of  Normal  School  order,  195 
Order  passed  authorizing  plans  .and  estimates  to  be  procured 

for  English  High  and  L.atin  School-houses,  203 
Order  passed  authorizing  plans  and  estimates  to  be  procured 

for  Primary  School-house  on  Newbury  and  Exeter  Sts., 

203 
Order  amending  order  relating  to  Primary  School-house, 

Ward  6,  so  as  to  read  Ward  9,  212 
Request  for  copies  of  report  on  rearranging  school  districts, 

224 
Order  passed  to  p.ay  Normal  School  .s.alaries  to  June  1,  226 
School-houses  for  Prescott  and  Chapman  Districts.  234 
Report  on  erecting  Primary  School-house,  Blue  Hill  Avenue. 

255 
Ticknor  School-house,  order  passed  for  r.aising  tower,  266 
Report  on  school-house  on  Houghton  place,  266 
Orders  passed  for  Grammar  School-house,  Houghton  Place, 

274 
Orders  passed  for  purchase  of  l.ind  on  Quincy  St.,  274 
Comins'  District,  order  passed  providing  temporary  accom- 

mod.itions,  296 
Order  passed  for  school-house  corner  Newbury  and  Exeter 

Sts.,  297 
Dorchester-Everett  Dist..  order  passed  to  furnLsli  additional 

Primary  School  accommodations,  328 
Minot  Dist.,  order  passed  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions, 329 
Ticknor  School-house,  order  passed  authorizing  alteration 

to  accommodate  Gr.ammar  School,  329 
Order  passed  for  Back  Bay  School-house,  reconsidered,  331 
Discussion  on  erecting  school-house  corner  of  Newbury  and 

PJxeterSts.,  347 
Order  passed  to  complete  furnishing  school  house,  L  Street, 

346,  390 
Oliver  Primary  School-house,  order  passed  authorizing  sale, 

362 
Order  passed  for  accommodations  in  Washington  Village,  416 
Order  passed  for  tablet  in  new  school-house  on  site  of  old 

Roxbury  City  Hall,  425 
Bigelow  School  Dist.,  order  passed  for  temporary  accom- 
modations for  primary  pupils,  425 
Order  passed  relative  to  State  Normal  School  in  Boston,  438 
Old  Mather  School-house,  — 

Order  passed  for  sale  of.  276 

Order  passed  for  ascertaining  cost  of  cancelling  sale,  358 

Report  of  cost  of  cancelling  sale,  417 

Order  passed  to  cancel  sale,  425,  449 

Order  passed  for  removal,  521 
New  Mather    School-house,   order  passed    to  furnish,  and 

complete  filling  and  grading.  450 
Order  passed  authorizing  fitting  up  of  Bowditch  School- 
house  for  accommod.ation  of  English  High  and  Evening 

Schools,  479 
Lincoln  School,  order  passed  to  provide  private  office  for 

master,  485 
Minot  School-house,  order  passed  to  grade  land,  and  x^rovide 

fence,  450 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  repairs,  497 

Report  of  legality  of  Girls'  High  School,  496 

Order   passed    for    accommodations     for    primary    pupils 

between  Arlington  and  Parker  Sts.,  509 
Lewis  Dist..  order  passed  for  accommodations,  .509 
Order  passed  for  accommod.ations  for  schools  in  vicinity  of 

Norfolk  St.,  509 
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In  now  District,  Washington  Village,  referred  to  next  City- 
Council,  521 

Requests  of  School  Com.  referred  to  next  City  Council.  544 

Heath  Street  Primary  School,  order  passed  for  additional 
accommodations,  556 

Vernon   St.   Primary   School-house,   order  passed  to  pave 
yard,  557 

Gibson  School  Dist.,  order  passed  for  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  primary  scholars,  570 

Girls'  High  School,  order  passed  providing  changes  to  study 
Photography,  670 
Sewers  —  Annual  report  of  Supt.,  30 
Shaw,  Mr.,  Ward  5  — 

Address  on  calling  Council  to  order  for  organization,  1 

Remarks  on  — 

Taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbury,  for  hospital,  14 

Resolve   requesting  Board  of  Health  to   apply  for  needed 
powers,  15 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sunda3-,  36 

Salaries  of  city  olliccrs,  86 

AVidcning  of  Federal  Street,  97 

Sale  of  estate  taken  from  C.  M.  Wheelwright,  99 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  104 

Widening  of  W.nter  Street,  123,  loS,  166 

I'rimary  School-house.  Marlborough  St.,  136 

Burnt Dii'trict  Loan,  137 

Jvlorthampton  St.  District.  148 

I'erraite  to  build  on  Kingston  Street,  154 

Widening  of  streets  .'iround  new  P.O.,  16.') 

Third  assistant  in  I^aw  Dept.,  176 

Salaries  of  Officers  in  Law  Dept..  177,  185 

Construction  of  bath-house  at  Mt.  Wash.  Ave.  Bridge,  182 

Watering  streets  in  Burnt  District,  185 

Columbus  Ave.  extension,  192.  204 

Kourth  of  July  expenditures,  167,  193,  225 

Improvements  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  194,203 

Petition  of  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Company,  212 

Payment  of  Claims  on  Swett  Street  Hospital,  213,  237,  253 

Yeas  and  nays  in  vei'ifying  vote,  224 

Infringement  of  dignity  of  Council,  250 

}<eservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  235 

Orders  relating  to  Fire  Dept..  244 

Purchasing  estate  of  Nath.  Whiting  for  engine  house,  255 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept..  257,  365,  376,  395 

Purchase  of  Steam  fire  engines,  205 

South  Boston  Flats,  276 

Accommodations  tor  Insurance  Brigade,  285 

Enlargement  of  City  Hall,  286 

Extending  Fayette  Court  and  Hay  ward  Place.  296 

Salaries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School,  298 

Enlargement  of  Q.uincy  Market,  299 

Repairs  on  Court  House,  329 

Death  of  Thomas  H.  Doherty,  324 

Purchase  of  Fort  Hill  Wharf.  329,  348 

Stand-pipes  in  City  Hall.  346 

Office  accommodations  for  Directors  of  Public  Institutions, 
356 

Repairs  of  Steam  Engine  No.  8,  375 

Repairs  of  Steam  Engine  No.  15,  376 

Sale  of  portion  of  Engine  house  No.  12.  416 

Steam-heating  apparatus  for  engine  house.  Ward  14,  416, 
426 

Market  leases,  417 

A  Police  Commission,  417 

Taking  gravel  from  Long  Island,  426 

Annexation  of  portion  of  Brookline,  435,543,  559 

Supply  of  water  from  Sudbury  River,  435 

Revision  of  City  Charter.  437,  451 

Organizing  company  for  Engine  No.  24,  449 

Requiring  laying  gas  pipes,  449 

Management  of  fires,  450 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  460 

A  Public  Park.  462 

Salaries  of  permanent  firemen,  476 

Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners.  477 

Washington  Park  improvements,  497,  498 

Repairs  of  Minot  School-house,  498 

Personal  explanation  in  regard  to  Washington  Park,  509 

Report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  M.atters,  510 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  486,  522,  541,  557 

Duties  of  Fire  Commis.sionerp,  540 

Religious  instruction  in  Public  Institutions,  556 

Annexation  of  Winthrop,  569 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  President,  572 
Shepard  Edward  O.,  (President  of  Council.)  — 

Elected  President,  1 

Address  on  accepting  ofDce  of  President,  1 

Remarks  on  — 

Opening  Public  Libnary  on  Sunday,  37 

Death  oY  Thomas  H.  Doherty,  324 

Management  of  Fires.  451 

Response  to  Vote  of  Thanks,  572 
Small-pox  — 

Special  Committee  .appointed  to  take  charge  of  Swett  Street 

Hospital,  2 
Com.  from  Mayor  in  regard  to  hospital  accommodations,  4 
Order  for  taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbury,  discussed  and 
passed,  6 


Order  for  hospital  on  Swett  Street,  discussed.  14 

Order  for  taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbury.  discussed,  14 

Order  passed  to  provide  reception  room  tor  patients.  15 

Order  for  fumigating  public  buildings,  rejected,  16 

Order  passed  to  provide  for  disinfecting  air  escaping  from 

hospit.ils,  31 
Pet'n  Mass.  Horn.  Med.  Soc.  for  hospitals  granted,  69 
Order  passed  rel.itive  to  early  closing  of  hospital  on  Mar- 

cella  Street.  175 
Com.    from    Board    of  Health,   requesting    disposition    of 
Swett  Street  Hospit-il,  358 
South  Boston  Flats  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  execute  indenture, 

249 
Discussion  on,  and  amended  order  passed,  275 
Soup  for  the  Poor  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed,  486,  540 
Discussion  on,  521,  557 
Stables  — 

Order  for  transferring  control  to  City  Council,  50 
Order  passed  rel.ative  to  giving  control  to  City  Council,  61 
Report  relating  to  transfer  of  power  to  City  Council,  and 
recommittal,  70 
Street  Commissioners  — 

Ruling  of  President,  and  opinion  of  City  Solicitor,  on  con- 
current votes  of  City  Council,  166 
Streets  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent.  60 

Discussion  on  widening  Federal  Street,  85 

Discussion  on  widening  of  Federal,  and  other  streets,  97 

Order  passed  to  take  estate  of  M.  H.  G-leeson  on  Summer 

and  High  Streets,  99 
Order  passed  for  exchange  of  land  on  Forest  Hills  Avenue 

with  Sam.  B.  Pierce,  99 
Debate  on  order  for  sale  of  estate  taken  from  C.  M.  Wheel- 
wright on  Water  and  Broad  Streets,  99 
Burnt  iSistrict,  order  passed  to  keep  free  from  obstruction, 

106 
Discussion  on  widening  W.ater  Street,  110 
Remonstrance  against  widening  in  vicinity  of  P.  O.,  121 
AVidening  Water  Street,  reports  .and  discussion,  123 
Order  passed  for  public  sale  of  estate  taken  from  C.  M. 

Wheelwright,  124;  amendment  concurred  in,  135 
Communication  from  Postmaster  relative  to  widening  in  vi- 
cinity of  P.  O.,  1-38 
Further  widening  of  W.ater  Street,  discussed,  144 
Release  to  Samuel  Weld  and  others  for  right  of  drainage  be- 
tween Moreland  and  Winthrop  Street,  154 
Discussion  on  widening  W.ater  Street.  155 
Discussion  and  order  passed  for  widening  of  streets  around 

new  P.  O.,  164 
Order  passed  to  purchase  land  at  the  .iunctiou  of  Emerson 

and  Third  Streets.  South  Boston.  175 
Order  passed  for  watering  streets  in  Burnt  District,  185 
Columbus  Avenue  extension,  discussion  on   pajing  Provi- 
dence R.  R.  Cor.,  192 
Discussion  on  Columbus  Avenue  extension,  and  rejection  of 

order  to  pay  Prov.  R.  R.  Cor.,  204 
Report  on  widening  and  extending  Water  Street,  243 
Order  passed  for  releasing  to  B.  and  Prov.  R.  Co.,  portion  of 

Church  Street.  274 
Right  of  way  given  to  estates  of  Nath.  Whiting,  and  A.  A. 

Burrage  on  Washington  Square.  296 
Discussion  on  extending  Fayette  Court  and  Hay  ward  Place, 

296 
Report  on  widening  and  extending  Fayette  Court  and  Hay- 
ward  Place,  346 
Discussion  on  rebuilding  on  Washington  Street,  331 ;  order 

passed  for  permits  to  rebuild,  362 
Order  passed  for  Street  Commissioners,  and  Committee  to 
confer  with  certain  land  owners,  for  laying  out  streets, 
376 
Order  passed  authorizing  conveyance  of  portion  of  Sturgis 

Street  to  heirs  of  W.  H.  Boardraan.  521 
Order  passed  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $300  for  clerical  services 
to  Committee,  569 

—  Arch  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen  and  extend,  16S 

—  Bedford  St.  —  order   passed  to  widen   from  Washington   to 

Chauncy  Sts.,  29 ;  order  passed  to  widen,  175 

—  Berkeley  St.  —  notice  to  State  Commissioners,  243 

—  Broad  St.  —  order  passed  for  widening,  from  Atlantic  Avenue 

to  Summer  Street,  253 

—  Chauncy  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  85 

—  Congress  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  168 ;  order  passed  to 

widen  between  Water  and  St.ate  Sts..  203 

—  Devonshire  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen  from  Summer    to 

Franklin,  29;  between  Franklin  and  Milk,  155 

—  Eastern  Ave.  —  report  and  order  passed  for  laying  out,  and 

beginning  construction  of  bridge,  570 

—  Eliot  St.  —  order  passed  for  extension  to  Columbus  Avenue, 

298 

—  Essex  St.  — order  passed  to  widen,  274,  390 

—  Eustis  St.  —  report  on  extension,  346;    order  passed  to  ex- 

tend, 521 

—  Federal  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  168 

—  Franklin  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen  and  extend,  168 

—  Hawley  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  168 

—  Lincoln  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  59, 175 
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—  Magazine  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  521 

—  Milk  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  168 

—  Oliver  St.  —  order  passed  to  extend,  168 

—  Otis  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  29 

—  Pearl  St.  —  order  passed  to  extend,  168 ;  to  widen,  255,  557 

—  Pleasant  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  298 

—  Quincy  Place  —  oi'der  passed  to  extend,  621 

—  Washington  St.  — order  passed  to  widen,  between  Boylston 

and  Avery,  274 

—  Water  St. — discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  widen,  165; 

order  passed  to  take  estate  surrendered  by  Chas.  Gr.  Greene 
and  others,  476 

—  West  Chester  Park  —  order  passed  to  extend  to  Beacon  St., 

274 
Suffolk  St.  District  — 

Order  to  pay  John  L.  Brigbam  $750  for  services  as  book- 
keeper, 18 
Committee  on  to  exercise  certain  powers,  121 
Committee  authorized  to  exercise  powers,  135 
Order  passed  to  pay  commissioners  $4,000  for  adjudicating 
damages  of  Model  Lodging  House  Assoc,  192 
Summer  Vacation,  299 

Taxes  — 

Order  passed  laying  specific  tax  for  1873-74, 138 

Order  passed  for  facilitating  early  collection,  274 
Theatres  — 

Order  passed  for  report  of  precautions  against  fire,  17 
Thacher,  Mr.,  Ward  15  —  remarks  on 

Taking  old  almshouse,  Roxburj',  for  hospital,  15 

Sujjply  of  water  from  Sudbury  River,  436 
Train,  Air.,  Ward  13  —  remarks  on 

Election  of  George  A.  Shaw,  70 

Nomination  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Dept.,  87 

The  Burrili  Claim,  137,  265 

AA'idening  of  Water  St.,  157 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  182 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett  St.  Hospital,  253 

School-house  on  Quincy  St.,  266 

Disposal  of  Swett  St.  Hospital,  297 

Repairs  of  Engine  No.  8,  375 

Hook  and  Ladder  house  on  Dudley  and  Forest  Sts.,  390 

Steam-heating  apparatus  in  Engine  house.  Ward  14,  416 

Laying  out  Magazine  St.  territory,  464 

Washington  Park  improvements,  499 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  560 
Treasury  Department  —  Report  for  financial  year,  203 

Report  on  examination  of  accounts  accepted,  216 

Examination  of  Stoughton  School  and  Poor  Funds  and  Gib- 
son School  Fund.  243 

$G,000  for  extra  clerk  hire  allowed,  438 

Unfinished  business  — 

Of  last  year,  referred  to  Joint  Standing  Committees,  2 

In  hands  of  Committees,  referred  to  next  City  Council,  471 
Upham,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks  on 

Clock  on  Ticknor  School-house,  246 

New  Fire-alarm  repeater,  357 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  439 

Removal  of  old  Mather  School-house.  521 

Votes  of  Thanks  — 

To  Co.  G,  Third  Reg.  Inf.,  for  aid  in  fire  in  Hanover  St.,  87 
Order  passed  requesting  Mayor  to  communicate  thanks  to 
Commandant  of  U.  S.  Navy  Yard  and  Commandant  at 
Fort  Warren,  for  assistance  at  fire,  237 
To  John  F.  W.  Ware  for  oration  on  July  4,  285 
To  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce  for  donation  to  Public  Library,  556 
Voting  Lists  —  see  Elections. 

Warren,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  remarks  on 

Clock  on  Ticknor  School-house,  296 
Washington's  Birthday  —  Order  passed  for  obser%'ing,  69 
Water  Works  — 

Drinking-trough  cor.  Tremont  and  Cabot  Sts.  referred  to 

Water  Board,  85 
Communication  from  Water  Board,  requesting   additional 

appropriation,  106 
Order  passed  authorizing  Mayor  to  pet'n  for  power  to  take 

lands  on  Parker  Hill,  144 
Communication  from  Water  Board  in  relation  to  supplying 

E.  B.  from  Flax  Pond,  148 
Reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  discussed  and  order  passed,  235 
Discussion  on  supply  of  water  from  Sudbury  River,  435 
Order  for  placing  Lowry  Hydrants  indefinitely  postponed, 

450 
Order  passed  requesting  Board  to  report  on  condition  of 

water  of  Farm  Pond,  462 
Order  passed  authorizing  contract  for  water  pipes,  485 
Discussion  on  furnishing  water  to  Brookline,  487 
Order  for  taking  water  from  Sudbury  River,  referred  to  next 

City  Council,  570 
Orders  to  supply  Brookline  finally  disposed  of,  571 
Wells,  Mr.,  Ward  3  —  remarks  on 

Taking  old  almshouse,  Roxbury,  for  hospital,  14 
Refreshments,  etc.,  47 


Widening  of  Federal  St.,  86,  98 

Nomination  of  engineers  of  Fire  Department,  87 

Primary  scbool-bouse,  Marlborough  St.,  136 

Time  for  annual  report  Fire  Dept.,  154 

Widening  of  Water  St.,  158, 165 

Construction  of  bath-house  at  Mt.  Wash.  Ave.  Bridge,  182 

Fourth  of  July  expenditures,  167.  193,  225 

Improvements  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  194,  203 

Payment  of  Claims  on  Swett  St.  Hospital,  213 

Com.  of  Fire  Dept.  visiting  Steam  fire  engine  establishments, 
2-36 

Orders  relating  to  Fire  Dept.,  244 

Purchase  of  Steam  fire  engines,  264 

Accommodations  for  Insurance  Brigade,  285 

Enlargement  of  City  Hall,  286 

Disposal  of  Swett  St.  Hospital,  297 

Cora,  on  reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.  visiting  other  cities, 
297 

Enlargement  of  Quincy  Market,  299 

Music  on  Common,  299 

Mason  St.  Engine  house,  331 

Sale  of  old  Mather  School-house,  348 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Dept.,  378 

Supply  of  water  from  Sudbury  River,  436 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  437 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  461 

A  Public  Park,  463 

Salaries  of  permanent  firemen,  476 

Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  477 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  486,  524 

Repairs  of  Minot  School-house,  498 

Washington  Park  improvements,  498 

Change  of  boundary  between  Boston  and  Brookline,  543 
West,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —remarks  on 

The  badge  question,  31 

Opening  Public  Library  on  Sunday,  37 

Division  of  committee  room,  City  Hall,  39 

Refreshments,  etc.,  47 

Widening  of  Federal  Street,  86,  98 

Salaries  of  city  oflicers,  86 

Nomination  of  engineers  of  Fire  Department,  87 

Widening  of  Water  Street,  124 

Site  of  Primary  School-house,  Marlborough  Street,  135 

The  Burrili  Claim,  137,  263 

Burnt  District  Loan,  137 

Fourth  of  July  appropriation,  167,  225,  235 

Construction  of  bath-bouse  at  Mt.  Washington  Ave.  bridge, 
182 

Salaries  in  Law  Department,  185 

Columbus  Avenue  extension,  205 

Payment  of  claims  on  Swett-street  Hospital,  213 

Revision  of  City  Charter,  234,  436,  451 

Committee  on  Fire  Department  visiting  Steam  fire-engine  es- 
tablishments, 236 

Orders  relating  to  Fire  Department,  245 

Reorganization  of  Fire  Department,  256,  362,  379,  392 

School-house  on  Quincy  Street,  266 

South  Boston  Flats,  276 

Committee  on  Reorganization  of  Fire  Department  visiting 
other  cities,  297 

Cannon  firing  on  Common,  347,  357 

Sale  of  old  Mather  School-house,  348 

Fort  Hill  Wharf  property,  348 

H.  and  L.  house  on  Dudley  and  Forest  Streets,  390 

A  Police  Commission.  417 

Grading  and  fencing  Minot  School-house,  450 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  461 

Confirmation  of  Fire  Commissioners,  478 

Washington  Park  improvements,  497,  498 

Repairs  of  Minot  School-house,  498 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  524 

Additional  appropriation  for  Public  Library,  570 
Whiston,  Mr..  Ward  8  —  remarks  on 

Construction  of  batli-house  at  Mt.  Washington  Ave.  Bridge, 
182 
Wilbur,  Mr.,  Ward  9,  —  remarks  on 

Carriage  hire,  69 

Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  182,  194 

Columbus  Avenue  extension,  205 

Additional  appropriation  for  Fourth  of  July,  225 

The  Burrili  Claim,  265 

Salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners,  461 

Winlock,  Prof.  Joseph,  order  passed  to  pay  $500  for  furnish- 
ing true  time,  357 

Yeas  and  Nays  — 

Decision  on  right  to  call  for  in  solving  doubt,  224,  226 ;  re- 
consideration, 236,  237 
Ordered,  in  solving  doubt,  236 

FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  President,  571 
Response  of  President,  572 
Order  passed  to  print  final  proceedings,  574 
Adjournment,  sine  die,  574 


CITY       G-OVERNMEISTT 


CITY    OF   BOSTON. 

Organization  of  the  City  Government, 
JAN.    6,   1873. 


The  Mayor  and  members  elect  of  tbe  two  branches 
of  the  City  Council  met  in  the  City  Hall  at  ten  o'clock 
this  morning,  for  the  organiz;)tion  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment for  the  iiresent  muinoiDal  year. 

Board    of   AltleriBen. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  was  called  to  order  bv  the 
City  Clerk. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Common  Council 
informing  the  Boanl  that  a  quorum  of  members  was 
present,  ready  to  be  qnalitied. 

The  Board  went  into  convention  with  the  Common 
Council,  for  the  qualification  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Governmenl. 

CoinmoTi  Council. 

The  Common  Council  was  called  to  order  by  Georire 
A.  Shaw,  senior  member,  in  service  in  1857."  who  on 
taking  the  chair,  addressed  the  Council  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council— i  had  the  honor  to  bo  a 
member  of  the  Council  for  the  year  1857,  and  that 
term  of  service  being  anterior  to  that  of  any  other 
member  elect,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  call  the  Council 
to  order.  In  doing  this  I  maybe  iiermitted  to  say. 
tliat  the  constant  grovvtli  of  the  population  of  our 
city,  the  steady  and  permanent  increase  of  our  mer- 
cantile, commercial,  and  mechanical  interests,  the 
improvements  constantly  required  in  the  development 
of  our  more  newly  acquired  territory,  as  well  as  for 
changes  and  iini)rovements  upon  the  old,  add  year  by 
year  to  the  labors  of  the  City  Council,  but  at  no  tioie 
since  the  organization  of  the  City  Government  under 
its  charter,  have  its  duties  and  responsibilities  been 
as  important  as  at  this  nresent  time. 

The  terrible  calamity  which  has  recently  fallen 
upon  us,  and  by  which  so  many  of  our  most  enter- 
prising citizens  have  seen  the  accumulations  of  years 
of  industry  crumble  away,  and  which  for  the'  time 
being  almost  paralyzed  their  energies,  has  yet  de- 
veloped the  recuperative  powers  of  our  people;  and 
the  liberality  bestowed  upon  the  unfortunate,  and 
the  encouragement  they  have  received  both  at  home 
and  from  abroad,  have  enabled  them  to  renew  their 
labors  full  of  hope  and  courage.  But  very  much  yet 
remains  for  the  ;-upervision  and  co-operation  of  the 
City  (Tovernment  in  restoring  ro  its  wonted  uses  tlie 
devastated  territory. 

I  think  we  may  congratulate  our.^elves  that  the 
General  Court  of  our  State  has  met,  with  a  liberal 
hand,  the  desires  of  the  city  .in  granting  such  legis- 
lation as  will  enable  the  carrying  out  of  the  require- 
ments necessary  to  relntild  the  now  desolate  ruins, 
and  it  will  be  our  duty  as  it  will  be  ovir  pleasure  as  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of'  the  City  Council  to  aid  in  every 
proper  and  legitimate  manner  in  such  measures  as 
will  best  promote  the  public  good,  in  improving  and 
rebuilding  the  burnt  disirict,  that  it  may  be  even 
more  than  ever  the  pride  of  our  business  marts. 

There  may  be  and  no  doubt  are  required  many  re- 
forms in  the  management  of  the  municipal  affairs  of 
our  city,  but  Tiothing  calls  for  more  innnediate  and  de- 
cided action  than  the  thorough  revision  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Healtli.especially  when  we  consider  the  fearful 
ravages  of  the  disease  now  so  prevalent  among  us, 
and  1  can  have  no  doubt  that  every  member  of  the 
Council  will  use  his  personal  influence  to  the  end 
that  it  may  no  longer  be  said  that  because  of  differ- 
ences of  oninion  among  the  members  of  the  present 
Board  of  Health  upon  the  matter  of  locating  a  recep- 
tacle for  tlie  diseased,  and  no  suificient  provisions 
been  heretofore  ma^le  available  for  their  care,  or 
for  the  protection  of  the  community,  the  disease 
itself  has  thereby  been  allowed  to  spread  and  con- 
tinue. 

Although  this  Board  has  but  a  concurrent  voice  in 
such  matters,  yet  the  community  has  a  right  to  ex- 
pect of  us  the  exercise  of  our  best  energies  and  posi- 
tive action,  in  pushing  forward  all  wise  measures  of 
relief,  and  that  with  all  possible  lespatch. 

Let  us  sec  to  it  that,  so  far  at  least  as  this  branch 
of  the  Government  is  concerned,  they  shall  not  be 
disappointed. 

CEEDEXTIALS     OF       MEMBERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15,  Messrs. 
Tljacher  of  Ward  15,  Burflitt  of  Ward  l(j,  and  Wells 
of  Ward  3  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  the 
certificates  of  members. 

The  committee  reported  that  they  had  received  the 
credentials  of  fifty-eight   members^  by   wliich   it  ap- 


peared that  there  was  a  quorum  of  members  present, 
an  J  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  !J,  iherepoit 
was  accepted. 

Mr.  BlacUmar  of  Ward  11  was  appointed  a 
committee  to  inlorm  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  that  a 
quoium  of  members  was  present. 

Mr.  Blackmar  soon  reported  that  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  would  immediately  meet  the  Ccmnion 
Council  in  convention  for  the  qualification  of  mcm- 
berf. 

In  Convention. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  camein  for  aconvention, 
as  agreed  upon,  accompanied  by  ex-Mayors  Qnincy, 
Rice,  Wightman,  Norcrcss  and  Gastcn,  and  several 
oiner  gentlemen. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Kev.  James  H.  Means. 

The  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  Hon. 
Henry  Ij.  Pierce,  Mayor  elect,  by  Hon.  Horace  Gray 
Jr..  Associate  Ju;  tice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

The  oaths  of  office  were  then  administered  by  the 
Mayor  to  the  members  elect  of  each  branch  of  the 
City  Council. 

The  Mayor  then  delivered  his  Inaugural  Address. 

The  Mayor  cor.cluded  the  reading  of  his  address  at 
half-past  eleven  o'clock,  having  occupied  forty-five 
minutes  in  its  delivery. 

Two  additional  members  of  the  Council  were  qual- 
ified, when,  the  business  of  the  convention  being 
concluded,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  withdrew. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

Oi  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  fl.  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  ele^tifin  of  President.  Me-sis.  Page 
of  AVard  9,  Powers  of  Ward  4  and  Hall  of  Ward  10 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  and  count  the 
votes,  and  reported  the  result  as  follows: 

Whole  nmnber  of  votes  62,  all  of  which  were  for 
Edward  O.  Shepard. 

The  President  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by 
Messrs.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  and  Dean  of  Ward  12, 
when  he  addressed  the  Council  as  follows: 

ADDHES.S  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council — The  only  re- 
turn I  can  now  make  you  for  this  honor,  and  this 
generous  expression  of  your  favor  and  confidence  is 
to  say  with  all  heartiness  I  thank  you,  and  to  assure 
you  that  I  undertake  this  oflice  deeply  sensible  of  its 
responsibilities  and  difficulties,  and  conscious  of  an 
earnest  purjjose  to  (hscharge  all  of  i!s  duties  with 
fairness  to  you  and  with  faithfulness  to  the  public 
interests. 

At  the  oulsct  I  invoke  your  charitable  judgment 
upon  the  mistakes  I  may  unwittingly  commit,  and 
yoiir  constant  assistance  and  cootieration,  without 
wliich  all  my  endeavors  will  prove  unsuccessful. 

I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  openly  that  in  tVie  pri- 
vate assurance  of  support  which  most  of  you  have  so 
kindly  volunteered  to  me  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
there  has  been  no  word  of  selfish  request  for  prefer- 
ment of  place,  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  bestow,  but  all  having  at  heart  the  public 
trust  committed  to  your  charge,  more  than  any  pri- 
vate aims,  have  purposely  left  me  to  enter  upon  th; 
duties  of  this  office  without  a  trammel. 

If  the  same  subservience  of  private  to  public  inter- 
ests shall  characterize  the  conduct  of  each  member 
throughout  the  year,  as  I  confidently  trust  it  will, 
there  will  follow  such  harmonious  action,  such  far- 
sighted  economy,  and  such  wise  legislation,  as  will 
more  than  fulfil  the  high  expectations  which  ihe  peo- 
ple have  placed  upon  the  City  Council  of  1873.  And 
if  those  of  you  to  whom  the  division  of  this  body  into 
working  parties,  which  its  committees  are.  shall  seem 
in  any  respects  erroneous,  will  .iudge  of  it  by  the 
same  unselfish  standard,  I  will  cheerfully  abide  the 
result. 

While  committees  muft  be  the  "eyes  and  ears."  and, 
to  some  extent,  the  "head  and  hands"  of  an  assem- 
bly like  this,  it  has  often  seemed  to  me  that  after 
thay  have  digested  the  details  of  the  various  matters 
committed  to  them,  they  should  always  place  before 
this  body  such  explanations  and  such  reasons  for  the 
conclusions  they  report,  that  every  member  may  be 
able  to  vote  nnderstandingly  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

The  circumstances  of  the  destruelion  of  a  large 
part  of  the  business  portion  of  our  city  by  fire  will 
render  the  year  upon  which  we  are  entering  one  of 
the  most  important  in  the  whole  history  of  Boston, 
f  n  1  as  momentous  as  any  that  is  likely  ever  to  occur. 
The  loss  of  this  immense  amount  of  taxable  property 
and  the  crippled  condition  of  many  branches  of  trade 
v/ill  make  imperative  unusual  prudence  in  thoexpend- 
iture  of  the  public  money. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  opportunity  for  long-needed 
improvements  to  the  streets  and  grade  of  the  district 
now  lying  In  waste  is  so   favorable,  and    the  courage 
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nnd  fuitli  of  cur  cilizcna  rcniahi  so  unsliaken 
by  untold  losses  and  widespread  disiisler,  that 
you  will  doubtless  be  called  upon  to  exer- 
cise, in  K'grard  to  all  subjects  I  bat  concern 
tlie  solid  growth  and  prosjienty  of  our  c'ty, 
that  wisest  economy  which  rcgaids  not  only  tlio  ini- 
niediate  municipal  necessities,  but  has  an  eye  also  to 
the  greater  Boston  which  every  succeeding  yeir  will 
ccrtiiinly  behold. 

The  i)eople  have  manifested  their  view  of  the  im- 
portance of  a  wise  Administration  of  the  mnnicipnl 
affairs  of  the  current  year  by  electing  and  i)liicinj;  in 
these  seats  the  men  whose  high  character  and  large 
experience  distinguish  this  Common  Council  above 
most  of  its  predecessors. 

I  enter  with  yon  into  this  llc-M  of  arduous  labois 
that  stretches  over  the  next  tv\elve  mcmlbs  with  tin; 
expectation  that  wisdom  and  honesty  of  purpose  will 
prevail  in  all  our  acts  and  deliberations;  that  the 
liigh  trusts  C()i:tided  to  our  care  will  be  faithfully  dis- 
charged ;  that  devotion  to  the  public  interests  will 
brighten  all  onr  otiicial  duties;  and  that  harmony 
and  good  will  will  have  unbroken  sway  in  all  our  In- 
tel course  and  proceedings. 

ELICCTION  OF  CI.ERK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6,  it  was  voted 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Clerk, 

Alessrs.  Pickering  of  Ward  G,  Risleen  of  Ward  1(1, 
and  Davis  of  Ward  14  were  appoinied  a  committee  to 
receive  and  count  the  votes  for  Clerk,  and  reported 
the  result,  to  be  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  63,  all  of  which  were  for 
Washington  P.  Gregjr. 

The  oaths  of  office  were  adniini.-tered  to  the  Clerk 
by  Hon.  John  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  cf  Vv'ard  G,  a  connnittec 
was  appoinied  to  inform  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  organization  of  the  Common  Council,  bv  the 
choice  of  Edward O.  Shepar.'l  as  President  and  Wash- 
ington P.  Gregg  as  Clerk. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  cliarged  with  the  message. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men infortuing  the  Council  of  the  organization  of 
the  Board  by  the  choice  of  Leonard  R.  Cutter  as 
Chairman. 

A  jiroposition  from  the  Board  of  Aldcnncn  for  a 
convention  forthwith  for  the  election  of  City  Clerk, 
■was  concurred  in. 

ELECTION  OF  CITY  CLERK. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  came  in  for  a  convention 
for  the  election  of  a  City  (;lerk. 

Alderman  Gatfield  and  Messrs.  Prescott  of  Ward  !), 
and  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  of  the  C(.uncil,  were  appointed 
a  cimmittee  to  receive  and  count  the  votes. 

The  committee  reported  the  whole  number  of  votes 
to  be  74.  of  whicb  67  were  for  Samuel  F.  McCleary, 
5  for  F.  H.  Underwood,  and  1  each  for  J.  M.  Bugbec 
and  E.  W.  James. 

The  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  the  <)ity 
Clerk  by  the  Mayor. 

The  business  of  the  convention  being  ccncluded, 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  withdrew. 

RULES   AND  ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11— 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Common 
Council  of  1872  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  Common  (.Jouncii.  until  otheiwise  ordered. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight 
o'clock,  be  assigned  for  choice  of  Commltte'e  on 
Accounts. 

Messrs.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Weston  of  Ward  1.  and 
Jones  of  Ward  14  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
nominate  candidates  for  Committee  on  Accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  G— 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  evening  next ,  at  SVj  o'clock, 
be  assigned  for  choice  of  Committee  on  Finance  on 
the  part  of  the  Council. 

Messrs.  Pickering  of  Ward  6,  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
and  Bur  litt  of  Ward  16  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  nominate  candidates  for  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11 — 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  his  Inaugural  Address,  that  the 
same  may  be  juinted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  evening,  at  71/2  o'clcck,bc 
the  day  and  hour  for  the  meetings  of  the  Council  un- 
til otherwise  ordereJ. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
consider  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  the  sev- 
eral portions  of  the  Mayor's  address. 


Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  Flynn  of  Ward  7  and 

West  of  Ward  16  wi  re  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7 — 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  Ihrec  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  (Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen may  join,  be  appointed  to  prepare  .joint  rules 
and  orders  tor  the  government  of  the  City  Council  for 
the  present  munlciiial  vear. 

Mcs-srs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Shaw  of  Ward  5  and 
Dean  of  Ward  12  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  same  persons  were  also  appointed  a  committee 
lO  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the 
Oimmon  Ccuncil  dining  the  present  municipal  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hughes  of  Ward  5 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council 
prejiare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  transcript  of  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  ct  the  Council  for  the 
current  municipal  year. 

On  motion  <  f  Mi-.  Dacey  of  Ward  2 — 

Ordered,  That  the  municipal  register  be  printed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Rulca 
and  Orders,  who  may  employ  such  assistance  as  may 
be  deemed  desirable. 

Mr.  Prcscott  of  Ward  9  olfered  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  standing  committees  be 
directed  to  resume  the  unfinished  business  of  last 
year  which  is  appropriate  to  said  several  committees. 

Objections  were  made  by  Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward 
G  and  Shaw  of  Ward  5  to  the  passage  of  an  order  re- 
ferring matters  to  committees  which  have  no  exist- 
ence as  vet;  but  in  answer  it  was  said,  bv  Messrs. 
Prescott,"Mahan  of  Ward  5  and  West  of  Ward  16, 
that  it  was  a  customary  srder. 

The  order  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of 
Ward  12,  by  proviiling  that  "all  untinished  business 
bo  referred  accordingly."  when  it  was  ]jassed. 

Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Anderson  of  Ward  3, 
Morse  of  Ward  13,  Marston  of  Ward  10,  and  Cud- 
worth  of  Ward  11,  were  joined  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  take  charge  of  the  small- 
pox hospital  in  Swett  street. 

COMMITTEE  ON     ELECTIONS. 

Messrs.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  Burt  of  Ward  IG, 
Hotnics  of  Ward  G,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  and  Train  of 
Ward  13  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tiims. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Theodore  Parsons  end  others,  for  a  recount  cf  the 
votes  in  Ward  5. 

N.  C.  A.  Prible,  for  a  recount  of  the  vote  in  Ward 
i)for  the  Common  Council. 

The  members  f)roceeded  to  draw  their  seats. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  evening  next,  1^2  o'clock. 

Board  of  Aldermen- 

ELECTION  OF  OHAIEMAN. 

On  the  return  of  the  Board  from  convention,  after 
the  qualification  of  members,  it  was  voted  to  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  chairman. 

Tjconard  It.  Cutter  was  elected  Chairman  by  a  unan- 
imous vote,  and  addressed  the  Board  as  follows: 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN. 

Gcnnemen  of  the  Board  of  Aliiermen — For  the 
kindness  and  confidence  shown  in  selecting  me  as  the 
chairman  of  this  Board,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgments.  I  properly  appreciate  the 
high  trust  and  the  responsibility  imposed,  as  well  as 
the  honor  conferred  by  it.  Confidently  relying  upon 
your  kindly  co-operation,  without  which  it  were  vain 
i:o  hope  for  success,  I  accept  the  situation  with  a 
most  earnest  desire  and  a  fixed  determination  to 
administer  its  functions,  so  far  as  I  may  be  able,  in 
such  a  manner  that  our  deliberations  nniy  be  pleas- 
ant to  ourselves  and  profitable  to  our  city,  (lentlc- 
men,  I  await  your  )ileasure. 

Oil  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Clerk  was 
directed  to  inform  the  Common  C'juncil  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Board  by  the  ciioico  of  Leonard  R.  Cut- 
ter as  Chairman. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Common  Council 
that  the  Council  had  organized  by  the  choice  of  Ed- 
ward O.  Shepard  as  president  and  Washington  P. 
Gregg  as  clerk. 

On  motion  of  Aldennan  Gaftield.  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  projwsin.,  a  convention 
forthwith  for  the  election  of  a  City  Clerk  for  the  pres- 
ent municipal  year. 

The  Board  soon  after  i)roceeded  to  the  Common 
Council  Cliamber  for  a  convention  for  the  election  of 
a  City  Clerk. 

The  business  of  the  convention  being  concluded, 
the  Board  returned. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 
Ordered,  That;  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  187^  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders 
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of  the  Board  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  Al- 
dermen Clark,  Power  and  Qnincy  be  a  committee  to 
examine  and  report  if  any  alterations  are  required 
therein. 

Aldermen  Cutter  and  Sayward  were  joined  to  the 
committee  of  the  Council  to  prepare  joint  I'ules  for 
the  government  of  the  City  Council  during  the  pres- 
ent municipal  year. 

The  order  of  the  Common  Council  for  tlie  printing- 
of  the  Mayor's  address  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  one  member  of  the  Common  Council  from 
each  ward  be  a  committee  to  determine  and  pay  the 
allowances  of  State  aid  to  the  families  of  "disabled 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  the  families  of  the  slain." 
pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  power 
to  employ  a  [laymaster  and  sucU  clerical  assistants 
as  may  be  required  for  this  purpose;  and  that  the 
expense  thereof  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Soldiers'  Kelief . 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered,  That  Mondays,  4  P.  M.,  be  assigned  as  the 
day  and  hour  for  holding  the  regular  weekly  meetings 
of  this  Board,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
tlu'ee  on  the  part  of  the  Board,with  such  as  the  Com- 


mon Council  may  johi,  be  ai)pointed  and  authorized 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  in  reference  to  the  Sulfolk- 
street  District,  conferred  by  the  City  CJouncil  of  1872 
upon  the  committee  in  said  district. 

Aldermen  Cutter,  Brown  and  Stebbius  were  aji- 
pointed  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  consisting 
of  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  live 
members  of  the  Connnon  Council,  be  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett  street, 
until  the  new  Board  of  Health  is  ajipointed  and  or- 
ganized, as  ijrovided  by  the  ordinaiu'e  relating  to  the 
public  health,  i>assed  Dec.  2, 1872;  and  that  said  com- 
ndttee  be  authorized  to  complete  saiil  hospital  liuild- 
ing.  and  i)rovide  all  the  necessary  furintnre  and  fix- 
tures, the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  a  Smallpox  Hospital. 

Aldermen  Sayward,  Gibson  and  Bigelow  were  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee. 

COiMMlTTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election  of  Committee 
(in  Accounts,  when  John  T.  Clark,  Thomas  Gaffleld, 
and  Solomon  B.  Stebbins  were  chosen  on  the  part  of 
this  Board. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  four  o'clock, 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY    OF    BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of   the   Common  Council, 

JAN.   9,   1873. 


The  tirst  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  tor  the  year  was  held  this  evening,  at  7l^ 
o'clock,  Edward  O.  Shepard,  the  President,  in  the 
chair. 

A  call  of  the  roll  showed  51  members  i^resent,  as 
follows : 

Abbott,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Blackmar, 
Bleiler,  Bowleg,  Brennan,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Col- 
lins, Cudworth,  Dacey,  Dean,  Denny,  N.  Doherty,  T. 
H.  Doherty,  Edwards.  Flatley,  Flynn,  Harrington, 
Hine,  Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley, 
Madden,  Mahan,  Martin,  McCue,  McKenney,  Morse, 
Page,  Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Thacher,  Urihara.  Warren,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEK. 

The  order  for  the  appoiDtment  of  a  Joint  Conimit- 
tee^on  the  Suffolk-street  District, was  concurred  in ,  and 
a  committee  was  .iolnc.t  as  follows :  Messrs.  Prescott 
of  Ward  9,  Caton  of  Ward  11,  Burditt  of  Ward  1(j, 
Marston  of  Ward  10.  and  Brennan  of  Ward  13. 

.soldiers'    RELIEF    COMMITTEE. 

The  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  determine  and  pay  the  allowance  of  State  Aid 
to  "the  famihes  of  disabled  soldiers,  and  the  families 
of  the  slain."  was  concurred  in,  and  a  committee  was 
joined  as  follows: 

Ward  1,  McKenney;  2,  Dacey;  3,  Abbott;  4,  Pow- 
ers; 5,  Mahan;  6,  Hine;  7,  Lamb;  8,  Harrington; 
9,  Denny ;  10,  Brackett;  11,  Blackmar;  12,  Warren; 
13,  Morse;  14,  Davis;  15.  Edwards;  1(5,  Upham. 

COMMUKICATIOXS  FROM   THE  MAYOR  RELATIN(;  TO 
.SMALLPOX. 

City  Hall,  Bosto--,  Jan.  9.  1873. 

To  the  Honorable'  the  Citi/  Council:  Gentlemen — 1 
ti'ansmit  hei-ewith  for  your  consideration  the  ojjinion 
of  several  distinguished  physicians  in  regard  to  the 
])refent  condition  of  the  hospital  accommodations  for 
persons  sick  with  smallpox  in  tliis  city.  It  appears 
that  the  hospital  on  Swett  street  is  capable  of  receiv- 
ing only  one  hundred  )iatients.  There  are  at  the 
present  time  at  least  eight  hundred  persons  sick  with 
the  disease.  The  larger  number  live  in  tenement 
houses,  boarding  houses  or  hotels.  If  will  be  impos- 
sible to  eradicate  the  disease  unlc.=s  the  persons  so 
situated  are  sent  to  the  hospital  and  the  principle  of 
isolation  fully  carried  out. 

It  is  imperatively  necessary,  therefore,  that  addi- 
tional hospital  accoiniTiodatl(ms  should  be  ijrovided 
for  temporary  use.  The  building  known  as  the  '•Old 
Almshouse,"  in  Roxbury,  is  the  only  one  within  my 
knowledge  which  can  be  made  available  immediately 
for  the  purpose  desired.  In  the  opinion  of  the  phy- 
sicians there  would  be  no  danger  to  persons  living  in 
that  vicinity  or  on  the  lines  of  communication. 

The  exigency  is  such  that  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
ask  you  to  furnish  the  means  for  pntting  the  building 
in  proper  condition  for  the  reception  of  smallpox 
patients  without  delay.  If  the  authorities  are  not 
obsti-ucted  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  I  believe 
the  eijidemic  can  be  oromptly  suppressed. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

To  Drs.  (imnie  ])erby.  J.  N.  Borland,  C.  E.  Buvk- 
inqham,  H.  IV.  IViUlains,  Henry  J.  BowdiicU  and 
Ji.  M.  Hodges:  Gentlemen — In  order  that  prompt 
and  efficient  measures  may  be  taken  to  eradicate  the 
epidemic  now  prevailing  in  this  city.  1  venture  to  call 
upon  you  for  information  upon  the  following  points: 

1.  Is  the  building  just  erected  on  Swett  street 
(Ward  13)  in  a  proper  condition  for  the  reception  of 
persons  sick  with  smallpox? 

2.  Are  additional  hospital  accommodations  re- 
quired, and  if  so,  to  what  extent? 

3.  Would  the  building  known  as  the  Old  Alms- 
house in  Koxbnry  be  suitable  for  temporary  use  as  a 
hospital? 

4.  If  proper  care  were  taken  in  the  transportation 
of  the  sick  and  in  the  management  of  the  hospital, 
would  there  be  any  danger  to  persons  living  on  the 
line  of  transportation  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hospital? 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 
Yours  truly. 

Henry  L.  Pierce. 

The  following  reply  was  received: 


Boston,  January  7, 1873. 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston — We 
have  received  your  communication  of  January  6,  and 
respectfully  present  the  following  reply: 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Pine  Island  Hospital  is  very  faulty,  both  in 
its  location  and  construction ;  but  that  under  the 
present  exigency  it  can  at  once  be  used  with  great 
advantage  to  the  public  health.  It  should  be  banked 
up  to  prevent  the  effect  of  fiost  upon  the  water  ser- 
vice, and  better  arrangements  should  be  made  for 
warming  the  wards  and  water  closets,  for  protection 
against  tire,  and  for  washing.  A  detached  building  for 
the  purpose  of  disinfecting  bedding  and  clothing  is 
very  essential. 

In  reply  to  the  second  question,  we  answer  that 
additicmal  accommodations  to  those  offered  at  Pine 
Island  are  certainly  needed,  to  what  extent  we  have 
no  certain  means  of  judging.  The  Pine  Island  Hos- 
pital is  capable  of  receiving  one  hundred  patients. 

In  reply  to  the  third  question,  we  find  that  the  Ohl 
Roxbury  Almshouse  is  well  adapted  for  the  imme- 
diute  reception  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  patients. 

In  reply  to  the  fourth  question  we  answer,  after 
examination  of  the  premises,  that  if  proper  care  be 
taken,  residents  on  the  line  of  transportation  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  these  hospitals  wiJl  not  be  exposed  to 
danger. 

[Signed]  George  Derby, 

Henry  I.  Bowditch, 

(JITARLES   E.    BUCKINCiHAM, 

Henry  W.  Williams, 
R.  M.  Hodges, 
J.  Nelson  Borland. 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Jan.  9,  1873. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:    Gentlemen — I 
desire   to    call    your    attention    to   the    necessity  of 
amending  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  public  health, 
passed  the  second  day  of  Decemi)er,  1872,  by  striking 
out  the  provision  in  the  tifth  section  which   prevents 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  from  engaging 
in   other  business.    While  the  members  will  be  re- 
(Uiired  to  give  all  the  time  necessary  for  the  proper 
lierformaiicc  of  their  duties,  it  can  hardly  be  expect- 
ed that  active  business  or  professional  men  will  con- 
sent to  give  up  everything  else   to  accept  an  office  of 
an  uncertain  tenure. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 
Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

petition  presented  and  kefereed. 
Patrick  Doherty  and  others,  for  a  recount  of   the 
vote  of  Ward  2  for  members  of  the  (jomnum  Council. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Electi(nis. 

RULES   AND  orders. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  from  the  committee  apjioint- 
ed  to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of 
the  Common  Council  during  the  present  municipal 
year,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That"  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
Common  Council  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  present  Common  Council,  with  the  following 
amendments,  namely: 

Insert  in  the  tirst  line  of  the  seventh  section,  after 
the  word  "whatsoever."  the  words  "whether  before 
or  after  the  previous  question  has  been  ordered" ;  also 
by  striking  out  section  31)  and  inserting  in  place  there- 
of the  following: 

Section  39.  Standing  Committees  on  Elections, 
Police  and  Paving  shall  be  ai>pointed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  municipal  year,  and  shall  consist  of  five 
members  each. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  G  said  he  thought  the  report 
was  well  enough  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  he  believed 
that  rule  7.  requiring  ono-tiftli  of  the  members  to  order 
ti.e  yeas  and  nays,  and  rule  .i6,  providing  that  no  rule 
shall  be  suspended  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
should  also  be  amended.  It  was  often  seen  during 
the  last  year,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  Council  did 
not  vote,  as,  for  instance,  iu  the  case  of  the  Burrill 
claim,  when  two-thirds  of  the  members  in  their  seats 
did  not  vote  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  It  was  a 
practice  of  t^ie  President  to  count  the  members  in 
their  seats,  and  to  state  that  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  did  not  vote,  while  in  his  opinion  the 
count  should  be  the  members  who  rise  in  resijonse  to 
the  call  for  a  vote. 

It  shou.ld  not  i)e  assumed  that  those  who  were  in 
their  seats  and  did  not  vote  were  opposed  to  a 
measure,  but  if  twenty  voted  in  favor  and  ten  against, 
it  should  be  assumed  as  carried.  He  vs^onld  move, 
therefore,  to  add  after  the  word  "present"  in  tho.se 
rules  the  words  "and  voting  thereon."  Questions 
uniraywrtant often  come  up,  when  no  one  would  take 
tlie  trouble  to  insist  upon  requiring  all  the  members 
to  vote.    He  woukl  move,  therefore,  to  add   after  the 
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word  "prpsent"  in  rules  3  and  06,  tlie  words  "and 
voting  tlioroon." 

Mr.  Holniop  of  Ward  fi  lioped  tlie  amendment  would 
not  prevail,  for  it  way  too  often  tlie  custom  to  move  a 
suspenfiion  of  the  rules,  and  it  proved  injurious  in 
hurrying  tlirough  liusiness*.  In  too  many  casees  wer 
the  rules  suspended,  and  lie  hoped  tlie  check,  by  re- 
quiriu};  a'two-thirds  Vdte,  would  not    be  taken  away. 

The  vote  I)eing  taken  and  all  the  members  not  vot- 
ing, Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  called  for  tlie  enforcement 
of  the  rule,  in  requiring  all  of  the  members  to  vote. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  called  for  a  division  of  llie 
question. 

The  Chair  ruleil  that  it  was  tuo  late,  the  question 
being  on  solving  a  doubt. 

Mr.  Dean  suggested  that  a  division  might  be  enter- 
tained by  general  consent. 

The  Ciiair  stated  that  the  rule  required  the  ques- 
tion of  doubt  to  be  sottled  without  debate. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  23  to 
33. 

The  rules  as  reported  were  adopted. 

JOINT  RULES  AND  OBDEKS. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7.  from  the  .ioint  spe(;ial  cnni- 
mittee  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  City  Council  during  the  present 
municipal  year,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  City 
Council  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  this 
City  Council  with  the  following  amendment,  namely: 

Insert  in  the  first  section,  at  the  end  of  the  list  of 
joint  standing  committees,  the  following:  "A  Com- 
mittee on  Health  Department,  to  consist  of  two 
Aldermen  and  three  members  of  the  Common  t!oun- 
eil." 

"A  Committe  on  Armories  and  Military  Aifairs,  to 
consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  thx'ee  members  of  the 
Common  Council." 

"A  Committee  on  Salaries,  to  consist  of  two  Alder- 
men and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council; 
iind  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  report  to 
the  City  Council,  in  the  month  of  February  or  March, 
orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  several  city  of- 
ficers for  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  report  of  said 
committee  shall  designate  particularly  the  changes, 
if  any.  proposed  in  said  salaries." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  joint  rules  and 
orders,  as  amended,  were  adopted. 

ELECTION  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  special  committee 
to  noniiiiate  candidates  for  a  Committee  on  Accounts 
on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  election  of  the  following-named 
persons: 

William  E.  Bicknell,  Henry  W.  Pickering,  Wash- 
ington L.  Prescott,  James  J.  Flynn,  Frederick 
Pease. 

The  election  was  taken  u)i  by  special  assignment, 
at  eight  o'clock,  when  Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  C, 
Wilbur  of  Ward  !J  and  Dolierty  of  Ward  2  were  ap- 
pointed a  commitee  to  receive  and  count  the  votes, 
the  result  being  as  follows:  Bicknell,  Pickering, 
Flynn  and  Pease  by  58  votes  each,  and  Prescott  by 
a  vote  of  50. 

ELECTION  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6,  from  the  special  commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  candidates  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  made  a  report, recomnieiKling  the 
election  of  the  following-named  persons: 

Wilham  H.  West,  George  P.  Denny.  Charles  Dar- 
row,  Joshua  Weston,  Wilmon  W.  Blackniar,  Benja- 
min Dean,  Charles  E.  Powers. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  by  special 
assignment,  at  8%  o'clock.  Messrs.  Picke-ing  of  Ward 
6,  Jones  of  Ward  14,  and  Martin  oi  Ward  7  acting 
as  a  committee  to  receive  and  count  the  votes.  The  re- 
sult was  the  choice  of  Messrs.  West,  Denny,  and 
Dean,  by  a  vote  of  5Geach.  and  of  Messrs.  Dar- 
rovv,  Weston,  Blackmar  and  Powers,  by  .57  votes  each. 

KEPORTS  ON  RECOUNT  OF  VOTES. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  N.  C.  A.  Preble  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for 
members  of  tlie  Common  (louneil  at  the  last  munic- 
ipal election  in  Ward  3.  made  a  report  that  they 
have  carefully  recounted  the  original  ballots  in  the 
possession  of  the  City  Clerk,  with  the  following  re- 
sult: 

Oeorge  P.  Kiugslsy  had 6R7 

Thomas  J.  Ancerson 53!) 

■Tacob  Abbott .5J7 

Michael  K.  Wells 46H 

N.  C.  A .  Preble 468 

T.  B.  Towne 43fi 

J),  (t.  Wacnamara .j42 


Frank  B.  Clock 222 

(ieorge  K.  Curtis 135 

K.  W.  Ja-Ties 112 

V.  O'Doheity 92 

K.  S.  Brown 19 

John  B.  Bailev IB 

A.  E.  Hohlen,  C.  C.  French,  T.  B.  Gaskill.  S. 
Caunins,  Jr.,  P.  H.  Shea,  and  John  E.  Qulnn, 
each 1 

It  appears  therefore,  that  George    P.     Kingsley, 
'I'homas  J.  Anderson,  Jacob  Abbott,  and  Michael  F. 
Wells,  who  now  occupy  seats  in  the   Common  Coun- 
cil, were  duly  elected. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Committee  on 
Elections  of  the  Common  Council,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Theodore  Parsons  and  others, 
asking  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  at  the  last  municipal  elec- 
tion in  Ward  5,  made  a  report  that  they  liave  careful- 
ly recounte<l  the  original  ballots  in  the  possessirui  of 
the  City  Clerk,  with  the  following  result: 

John  W.  Mahan  had 405 

Francis  M.  Hughes 372 

Ueortue  A.  Shaw 349 

Kobfiit  McCue 314 

Charles  H.  Bush 30B 

Alphonso  J.  Robinson 270 

Horace  Loring 256 

George  S.  Bartlett 245 

Ames  L.  Noves 1«3 

George  F.  Walcott 28 

John  A.  Duergan 22 

William  F.  Watsou 14 

G.  H.  Walcot,  Daniel  Falvey,  E.  F.  JVlaynard, 
J.  J.  Murphy  and  George  W.  BusteeJ.  each.    1 
In  the  box  containing  the    ballots    there  was  a 
sealed  envelope  upon  which   were  written   the  worjtls 
"Not  counted."    The  envelope  was  found  to  contain 
eleven  ballots  pressed  together  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
and  bearing  the  appearance  of  having  been  fraudu- 
lently cast.    The  committee  are  of  oijinion  that  the 
ward  officers  acted  rightly  in  excluding  these  ballots 
from  the  returns,  and  they  are  not  included  in  the 
result  given  above.    It  api)ears,   therefore,  that  John 
W.  Mahan,  Francis  M.  Hughes,  George  A.  Shaw  and 
Kobert  McCue,  who  now  occupy  seats  in  the  Com- 
mon Council,  were  duly  elected. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following  ordi- 
nance: 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to  the 
public  health. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  public 
health,  i)assed  the  second  day  of  December,  1872,  is 
hereby  amended  by  striking  out,  after  the  word  torth- 
witli.  in  1,he  seventh  line  of  the  lifth  section,  the 
words — ''they  shall  devote  their  time  to  those  duties, 
and  shall  not  actively  engage  in  any  other  business." 
Mr.  Perkins  stated  that  this  was  a  iiart  of  the 
measure  to  make  the  Board  of  Health  effective,  as 
I)roposed  by  the  Mayor.  He  had  been  informed  by 
the  Mayor  that  it  was  determined  to  submit  the 
nominations  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  to 
the  Council  this  evening,  but  this  was  pr-evented  by 
the  declination  of  one  of  the  proposed  number.  The 
health  ordinance  was  passed  hurriedly  by  the  last 
("ity  Council,  and  as  this  Council  could  not  be  con- 
.sidered  as  committed  to  the  special  provisions  pro- 
(losed  to  be  struck  out,  he  hoped  t!>e  ordinance 
would  be  passed. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  pasEed,  and  a 
motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

COMMITTEES   TO   NOMINATE   PUBLIC   OFFICERS. 

Committees  were  a|)pointed  as  follows,  on  several 
niotion-i,  severally  to  be  joined  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  ofrtces 
luuned: 

On  nomination  of  Siiperinteiideut  of  Streets — Up- 
ham  of  Ward  10,  Martin  of  Ward  7.  Flatley  of  Ward 4. 

On  nomination  of  Superintendent  oi'  Sewers  — 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3,  Lamb  of 
Ward  7. 

On  iiomination  of  Superintendent  of  Public  BiJId- 
ings— Wilbur  of  Ward  !>,  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  Tower 
of  "Ward  1. 

On  nomination  of  Superintendent  of  Common  and 
Public  Grounds — Dacey  of  Ward  2,  Perkins  of  Ward 
6,  and  Edwards  of  Ward  16. 

On  nomination  of  Suiieriutendent  of  Fire  Alarms — 
Jones  of  Ward  14,  Winston  of  Ward  8,  Hughes  of 
Ward  5. 

On  nomination  of  Trustees  of  Pulilic  Lilirary — 
Blackmar  of  M''aid  11,  Holmes  of  Ward  0,  Pease  of 
Ward  1. 

On  nomination  of  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions— Prescott  of  Ward  9,  Burt  of  Ward  10, 
Bowles  of  A\^nrd  12. 

On  noiiiinatioi)   of    Directors  of    East  Bo.iton  Fcr- 
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vies — Perkins  of  Ward  G,  Catoii  of  Ward  11,  Tower 
of  Ward  1. 

On  iioniiiiatioii  of  a  Water  Board — Page  of  Ward  !), 
Weston  of  Ward  1,  Dean  ofJWard  12. 

On  nomination  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery— Blackniar  of  Ward  11,  Sliaw  of  Wanl  5,  Up- 
liam  of  Ward  IG. 

On  nomination  of  Superintendents  of  Bridge? — 
Burditt  of  Ward  IG,  Malian  of  \\  ard  5,  "Warren  of 
Ward  12. 

On  nomination  of  Ballast  Inspectors — Anderson  of 
Ward  3,  McKeaney  of  Ward  1,  Collins  of  Ward  2. 

On  nomination  of  Harbor  Master — Wliiston  of 
Ward  8,  Hall  of  Ward  Id,  Madden  of  Ward  7. 

On  nomination  of  City  Messenger — Thacher  of  Ward 
15,  Pease  of  Ward  1 ,  Brackett  of  Ward  10. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  ottered  an  order  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  nominate  a  City  Physi- 
cian, upon  wliich  the  Chair  stated  that  the  election  of 
City  Physician  was  provided  for  nnder  the  Health 
ordinance. 

Mr.  Marston  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  nominate  a  Chief  and 
Assistant  Engineers  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  suggested  that  action  at  the 
present  time  was  not  desirable,  while  the  investiga- 
tion into  the  management  of  the  late  fire  was  uncom- 
pleted.    He  hoped  this  ordor  would  lie  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  -Jones  of  Ward  14,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following  order, 
which  was  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of 
the  City  Council  be  authorized  to  print  said  rules,  to- 
gether with  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  two  branches 
and  the  organization  of  the  City  Government,  and 
furnish  copies  thereof,  suitably  bound,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,  That  the  several  heads  of  departments 
and  boards  of  directors  of  the  various  institutions  be 
authorized  to  submit  their  annual  reports  in  print, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  and 
he  IS  hereby  directed  not  to  grant  permits  to  build  in 
Water  street  within  the  burnt  district  until  author- 
ized to  do  so  by  the  City  Council  or  the  Joii)t  Stand- 
ing Committee"  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  in  explanation  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  and  the  Street  Commissioners  last 
year  agreed  to  certain  plans  made  by  the  City 
Engineer  in  regard  to  widening  Water  street, 
and  as  he  presumed  those  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  were  now  members  of  the  Council 
had  not  changed  their  minds,  and  the  citizens  who 
were  in  favor  of  the  measui'e  would  not  wish  to  have 
them  take  a  back  track,  this  matter  of  the  widening 
of  the  street  should  be  held  in  abeyance  until  the 
Committee  on  Streets  has  fully  considered  it.  To 
correct  the  action  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  he 
had  ottered  this  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Council  could  control  the  action  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners in  street  widenings. 

Mr.  Perkins  replied  that  under  the  statute  of  last 
year  the  City  Council  could  order  the  Street  Com- 
missioners to  carry  out  street  improvements. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ANOTHER  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following  order : 

Oi'dered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  appointed 
under  an  order  passed  January  6, 1873,  to  take  charge 
of  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett  street,  be  author- 
ized to  repair  and  furnish  the  building  known  as  the 
Old  Almshouse  in  Roxbury,  in  a  manner  suitable  for 
the  purposes  of  a  smallpox  hospital ;  and  also  to  pro- 
vide all  the  supplies  necessary  therefor ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  a  Smallpox  Hcs- 
pital. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Warn  15  stated  that  this  measure 
was  before  the  Council  last  year  and  was  defeated, 
and  he  moved  the  indettnite  i)Ostponement  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  replied  that  a  similar 
order  was  before  the  City  Council  last  year,  and  did 
pass  this  branch,  but  was  killed  down  stairs  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  The  necessity  of  the  measure 
was  very  pressing,  and  as  he  stated  in  the  last  Council 
the  neglect  to  provide  a  suitable  hospital  for  small- 
pox patients  was  a  terrible  crime.  They  were  our 
citizens,  and  have  a  right  to  be  cared  for. 


The  old  almshouse,  he  had  understood,  had  already 
been  used  as  a  pest  house,  and  it  was  in  every  way  a 
proper  ijlace  for  a  hospital.  The  Mayor  had  not  act- 
ed hastily  in  recommending  its  use  for  the  purpose, 
for  he  had  consulted  the  best  medical  talent,  care- 
fully conferring  with  them,  and  there  should  be  no 
delay.  Even  should  there  be  delay  for  investigation, 
it  would  be  a  loss  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  which  was 
of  vital  importance  in  stamping  out  the  smallpox,  as 
had  been  done  in  a  sister  city.  The  Mayor  had  asked 
t  hem  to  act  at  once,  and  it  would  be  in  accordance 
with  their  former  action,  while  the  Board  would  not 
dare  to  thwart  the  action  of  the  jjcople  in  carrying 
it  out. 

Mr.  Kelley  said  he  had  made  a  little  mistake  in  his 
statement,  but  the  taking  of  the  almshouse  for  a  hos- 
pital had  been  defeated  in  one  branch  of  the  City 
Council,  and  it  made  no  difterence,  for  it  ought  to  be 
defeated.  If  more  hospital  acconunodations  were 
needed,  they  miglit  increase  the  capacity  of  the  pres- 
ent hospital,  or  if  necessary  have  a  hospital  in  every 
ward  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  it  was  undoubtedly  true 
that  every  member  of  tlie  Council  would  prefer  jiot 
to  have  a  hospital  near  his  own  residence,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  believed  he  was  looking 
after  the  interests  of  his  constituents  in  objecting  to 
the  proposed  use  of  the  almshouse.  But  wo  have 
pest  houses  in  every  ward,  now,  and  to  establish  an- 
other hospital  would  be  but  concentrating  these 
many  pest  houses  into  one.  How  stands  the  matter, 
now?  There  are  from  600  or  700  to  1500  cases  of 
smallpox  in  the  city,  and  CRtimating  five  or  six  to 
each  family  or  household  where  these  cases  exist,  and 
these  persons  going  abroad  and  mingling  with  others, 
we  have  some  thousands  of  persons  who  aie  liable  to 
si>read  and  widen  the  extent  of  the  disease. 

They  could  not  wait  for  an  increase  of  the  disease 
before  establishing  another  pest  house.  To  enlarge 
the  present  one  would  require  ten  or  twelve  days, 
and  it  was  a  poor  place  not  tit  for  a  human  being. 
The  only  spot  we  can  Hnd,  is  where  the  Mayor  recom- 
mends. Walking  or  riding,  the  disease  meets  us 
everywhere,  and  is  constantly  spreading.  If  it  was 
only  in  the  ward  of  the  gentleman  who  objects, 
would  he  not  say  it  was  better  to  have  one  place  for 
it?  but  they  could  njt  have  a  pest  house  in  every 
ward.  There  was  but  one  place  and  this  was  the 
o)dy  one.  There  would  be  the  same  argument  and 
the  same  objection  if  it  was  to  be  located  any  where 
else.  The  exigency  was  such  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible to  hesitate  a  single  moment,  and  there  could 
be  no  excuse  for  not  passing  the  order. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  said  there  was  no  one 
who  was  not  in  favor  of  stamping  out  the  disease,  if 
that  was  the  term,  and  the  order  should  not  be  in- 
detinitely  postponed.  We  have  a  hospital  at  Pine 
Island,  yet  there  are  600  or  700  moie  patients  who 
should  be  provided  for  somewhere.  There  *ould  not 
be  hospitals  in  every  ward,  and  with  two  we  could 
make  a  good  beginning  towards  stamping  out  the 
disease. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  lost, 
when  the  order  was  passed. 

A  reconsideration  was  moved  and  lost. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  ottered  an  order  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  one  from  ea^^h 
ward  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending aid  to  needy  persons  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary;  to  be  charged  to  the  aiJpropriation  for  In- 
cidentals. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  said  thei'e  was  no  necessity 
for  the  passage  of  such  an  order.  He  was  on  a  com- 
mittee of  a  similar  character,  after  the  fire,  and  after 
a  thorough  consideration  of  the  subject.  Its  duties 
were  transferred  to  the  Citizens'  Committee,  whose 
management  had  been  satisfactory  to  all  who  solicit- 
ed aid.  He  had  had  no  personal  applications  to  him 
as  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  believed  that  all 
the  aid  needed  could  be  had  from  the  Charity  Bu- 
reau. He  hoped,  therefore,  tbat  the  order  would  be 
indetiuately  postponed. 

Mr.  Mahan  replied  that  the  committee  of  last  year 
may  have  been  an  excellent  committee,  yet  there 
were  many  persons  in  his  ward  who  needed  aid.  He 
did  not  however  care  to  press  the  order  now,  but 
hoped  it  wouMjlie  over  to  a  future  meeting,  that  it 
may  be  acted  upon  understandingly. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  G  referred  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Mayor,  on  providing  means  of  relief  to 
the  needy  through  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Page  withdrew  his  motion,  when  tiieordsr  was 
laid  over. 

Adiourned. 
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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
JAN.   10,   1873. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
lieid  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  today,  Alderman  Cutter, 
tbe  Chairman,  presidnig. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  Mayor  had  called  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  tbe  J3oard  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
on  several  papers  from  the  Common  Council. 

PAPERS   FROlt   THK   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  order  from  the  Council  for  the  adoption  of  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Council  of  last  year  until 
otherwise  ordered,  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

The  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relating  to 
the  public  health,  by  .striking  out  the  provision  in  sec- 
tion 5,  that  the  members  of  the  board  "shall  not 
actively  engace  in  any  other  business,"  as  passed  by 
the  Common  Council,  was  considered. 

Alderman  Power  said  that,  as  he  understood  the 
order,  it  was  designed  to  provide  that  members  of  the 
Board  could  engage  in  other  kinds  of  business.  As 
he  had  something  to  do  with  drawing  up  the  ordi- 
nance, the  provision  proposed  to  be  struck  out  was 
considered  to  be  the  most  importau;  one  in  the  or- 
dinance. 

To  make  the  Board  of  Heatth  efficient,  it  was  be- 
lieved that  the  members  of  the  board  should  devote 
their  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  There 
should  be  some  defining  of  the  duties  of  the  ottice, 
otherwise  the  duties  will  not  be  properly  done.  If 
the  salary  is  not  sufficient  to  get  the  right  kind  of  tal- 
ent, then  increase  the  salary. 

Alderman  Gibson  concurred  in  the  views  of  Alder- 
man Power.  If  the  members  of  the  Board  were  to 
sit  still  and  listen  only  to  the  reports  of  their  run- 
ners, then  the  business  will  not  be  well  done.  They 
would  not  be  willing  lo  spend  more  of  their  time  than 
the  members  of  this  Board  now  do,  for  no  compensa- 
tion. 

Alderman  Clark  favored  the  amendment  as  essen- 
tial to  the  efficiency  of  the  board.  There  could  be  no 
objection  to  allowing  a  physician,  merchant  or  other 
person  from  atieiuling  to  a  little  other  business  which 
might  not  interfere  with  his  relations  to  the  Hoard 
of  Health,  and  which  might  not  take  up  much  time. 
The  provision  in  (|uestion  had  been  in  the  way  of 
netting  such  a  class  of  men  as  were  needed,  as  shown 
in  the  efforts  of  the  late  Mayor.  If  they  fail  to  do 
their  work  properly,  they  may  be  turned  out  of  office. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  had  been  objected  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  Board  of  Health,  that  they 
had  too  much  business  to  attend  to,  and  neglecteu 
health  matters.  He  would  accordingly  insist  that 
the  members  of  this  board  sh.)uld  devote  their  whole 
lime  to  this  business. 

Alderman  Power  concurred  with  the  remarks  of 
Alderman  Sayward  relating  to  the  complaints  against 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  he  thought  the  members 
of  this  board  should  be  required  to  giva  tlieir  whole 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  He  would  not 
object  to  a  man's  attending  to  his  domestic  affairs, 
and  he  believed  that  efficient  men  could  be  had  at  a 
salary  of  .'$41)00  a  year.  He  had  understood  a  compe- 
tent man,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  sirailar  line  of 
duties,  was  willing  to  take  the  offixe  at  the  present 
salary. 

Alderman  Quincy  believed  it  wonld  be  better  to 
have  the  efficient  services  of  a  man  half  the  time 
rather  than  not  to  have  efficient  men  in  the  office. 
He  was  wiUing  to  make  the  ellort  in  establishing  the 
board  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  and 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Aldermen  Clark  and  Powei  continued  tbe  discus- 
sion on  the  point  as  to  the  extent  which  a  nifn's  ser- 
vices would  be  required  in  the  duties  of  the  office. 
The  last  named  said  that  although  heads  of  depart- 
ments devote  their  time  to  the  interests  of  the  city, 
and  are  at  their  offices  during  the  hours  of  the  day 
when  they  are  expected  to  be  there,  it  did  not  pro- 
hibit their  doing  private  business  at  home. 

Alderman  Quincy  suggested  tlwt  an  amendment 
should  be  made  to  inovide  that  the  duties  of  this 
office  should  be  paramount  to  all  others,  and  with 
such  duties  well  delined,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
relative  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Alderman  (Jaffield  referred  to  a  question  raised  as 
to  who  were  to  be  the  judges  whether  a  man  lightly 
discharged  his  duties  or  not.  There  was  a  Board  of 
Health  last  year,  and  it  was  supposed  some  of  them 
were  remiss  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  the 
Ijeople  had  shown   their  regard  to  such   renussnesi'. 


There  were  three  classes  of  persons  who  would  judge 
whether  their  duties  would  be  well  performed  or  not, 
and  if  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  did  not  see  any 
work  of  efficiency,  the  people  would  demand  their 
removal. 

Alderman  Sayvvard  further  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
remissness  in  "the  discharge  ot  duties  in  relation  to 
health.  Great  complaints  had  been  made  against 
tlie  Board  of  Health  of  last  year.  Yet,  after  a  dis- 
cussion of  six  months,  and  before  anything  was  done, 
they  ask  for  a  change  in  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  had  an  impression  that 
too  much  stress  had  been  laid  upon  scientitic  attain- 
ments. There  was  work  enough  to  do,  and  while  this 
city  had  a  good  reputation  for  cleanliness  it  could  not 
be  considered  beyond  the  reach  of  criticism.  The 
city  was  growing  fast,  and  much  work  w;is  to  be 
done  in  keeping  the  city  in  the  condition  in  which  it 
should  be.  Good,  iiracHcal  men  should  be  secured, 
and  reliance  should  not  be  placed  on  a  Board  to  sit  iii 
the  City  Hall  and  give  orders.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment. 

Alderman  Gibson  did  not  believe  that  parties 
should  be  employed  at  large  salaries  to  sit  in  the  City 
Hall  and  employ  others  to  do  the  work.  They  should 
be  men  who  will  be  willing  to  go  through  the  streets 
and  alleys  of  the  city,  and  see  to  the  performance  of 
all  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence,  by  a  vote 
of  7  to  5,  as  follows . 

Yeas — Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Gaffleld, 
Quincy,  Stebbins. 

Nay's— Brown,  Gibson,  Hulbert,  Power,  Sayward. 

Tlie  Chair  submitted  a  communication  of  the 
Mayor,  appointing  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  the  following-named  persons: 

Alonzo  W.  Boardman  to  hold  office  to  1st  Monday 
inMay,  187G;  Dr.  S.  H.  Durgin  to  hold  office  to  1st 
Mondav  in  Mav,  1875;  Albert  T.  Whiting  to  hold 
office  to  1st  Monday  in  May,  1874. 

Alderman  Ga,ffieid  moved  that  the  nominations  lie 
over,  to  allow  members  of  the  Board  to  become 
more  familiar  with  their  qualifications,  believing 
that  nothing  would  be  lost  bv  the  delay,  because 
the  action  of  the  Council  could  not  be  had  until 
after  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board. 

Aldermen  Sayward  and  Clark  opposed  delay,  be- 
ieving  that  the  nominations  should  be  acted  upon 
at  once,  since  a  demand  had  been  made  for  a  new- 
Board  of  Health,  and  they  were  willing  to  trust  the 
Mayor  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  named. 

Alderman  Clark  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
qualitication  of  Dr.  JDurgin,  whose  services  had  been 
very  valuable  to  the  city,  and  Mr.  Whiting  was  well- 
known  as  a  retired  business  man. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  had  known  Mr.  Whit- 
ing for  many  years,  and  believed  him  to  be  well 
iiualitied  for  the'  office. 

Alderman  Power  f  urt"lier  objected  to  acting  upon 
nominations  without  knowing  the  qualifications  cf 
the  persons  nominated. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  sliouhl  never  give  his 
vote  for  any  nomination  without  personally  knowing 
something  of  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  to  be 
appointed.  He  should  therefore  vote  to  lay  the  nom- 
iii'itions  over. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  nominations  on  the  table  pre 
vailed. 

NEW   SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

The  order  from  the  Common  Council  providing  for 
taking  and  fitting  up  the  old  almshouse  at  Koxbury 
for  a  smallpox  hospital,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  sorry  to  he  obliged  to 
vote  against  the  first  recommendation  of  the  Mayor. 
A  similar  order  had  twice  been  defeated  by  the 
Board,  the  last  time  unanimously,  when  the  exigen- 
cies were  supposed  to  be  greater  than  ever  before. 

It  had  been  stated,  as  he  understood,  by  stmie  per- 
sons who  objected  to  the  Swett-street  hospital,  that 
it  was  unfit  because  it  was  a  swampy  location.  But 
the  same  objection  could  be  made  to  the  whole  of  the 
Back  Bay.  The  accommodations  on  the  Swett-street 
territory  could  be  greatly  enlarged,  if  necessary,  and 
more  la'nd  could  be  had  at  the  same  rate  of  cost. 
There  were  no  special  reasons  in  favor  of  the  Alms- 
house, and  another  hospital  could  be  erected  as  soon 
as  this  can  be  altered  to  make  it  fit  for  a  hospital. 

Alderman  Power  further  objected  to  the  locality  on 
account  of  its  proximity  to  the  Academy  of  Notre 
l^ame,  where  pupils  must  be  scattered  by  the  estab- 
lislnnent  of  a  hospital  there,  and  the  property  in  the 
neighborhood  would  he  ruined.  It  would  be  an  out- 
rage to  plant  a  hospital  there,  and  the  order  should 
he  rejected,  as  it  was  before. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  he  was  in  favor  of  this  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Mayor,  because  he  believed  it  to 
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be  a  good  one.  Objecfion  liad  been  made  that  200  or 
300  persDiis  uiiaht  be  discoinmoded,  yet  tliere 
were  200,000  wbo  were  now  disconnnod-ed  and 
exposed  to  smallpox.  The  fact  of  the  passage  of  the 
order  so  unanimously  by  the  (Joninion  Couiieil  was 
some  reason  hi  favor  of  its  passage  here,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  coiieurreit  iu. 

Aldennan  Uulbertsaid  he  felt  to  be  in  a  delicate 
position,  as  a  resident  of  the  tliglilands,  in  opposing 
the  passage  of  this  order.  Yet  he  believed  he  shouUl 
oppose  this  were  lie  not  a  resilient  in  that  section. 
The  people  in  tiiat  section  of  the  city  had  been  mucli 
excited  on  tlic  sub.iect,  and  if  tliis  place  should  be 
used  as  a  hospital,  others  would  be  required.  There 
were,  in  many  sections  of  the  city,  isolated  houses 
\vliich  might  be  used  as  pest  houses,  and  he  hoped 
this  order  would  not  be  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy  compared  tliis  disease  to  that  of 
a  conflagration,  which  might  be  controlled  in  theout- 
sec,  but  which  if  neglected,  would  get  beyond  control. 
The  last  Legislature  passed  an  act  allowing  persons 
to  be  removed  from  liotels,  boarding  liouses.  tenement 
houses,  etc.,  but  no  removals  could  be  made  from 
private  dwellings.  There  was  a  need  of  the  hospital 
for  temporary  purposes,  and  he  hoped  the  order 
would  pass. 

Alderm  rn  Power  objected  to  setting  fire  in  a  new 
place  because  buildings  were  on  fire,  and  as  to  ac- 
commodations there  was  room  enough  in  the  Swett- 
street  locality.  It  was  remote  from  other  places; 
there  was  no  objection  to  it,  and  it  was  the  most  fit 
place  for  a  hospital. 

Alderman  Quincy  read  from  the  communication  of 
the  physicians  consulted  by  the  Mayor,  as  tending  to 
show  that  there  was  no  danger  to  the  residents  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Almshouse,  in  locating  a  hospital 
there. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  feelings  of  physicians 
could  be  appreciated  iu  sudi  matters,  and  while  they 
might  not  have  any  fear,  other  people  were  afraid. 

Alderman  Gibson  opposed  the  order,  believing  that 
all  the  liospitals  should  be  together,  for  their  better 
management.  Before  taking  action,  a  visit  should  be 
made  to  the  locality. 


Alderman  Power  further  opposed  tlie  order,  con- 
tcniling  that  the  subject  should  be  looked  into  more 
fully  before  action  was  taken. 

Alderiiian  Sav  ward  did  not  doubt  but  more  hospi- 
tal accommodations  would  be  needed,  and  on  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  Swett-street  hospital,  no  more  per- 
sons would  be  willing  to  go  to  Gallop's  Island. 

Alderman  Gibson  advocated  erecting  wings  or  other 
buildings  at  Swett  street,  to  accommodate  all  who 
might  need  hos|iital  lacililies. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  the  Board  should  visit 
both  locations.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  Swett-street 
location  was  the  best  which  could  be  had,  and  if  the 
first  buildiug  had  not  been  burnt,  it  would  have  af- 
forded accommodations  for  two  hundred  persons. 
He  had  twice  voted  against  the  occupation  of  the 
almshouse  as  a  hospital,  and  did  not  wish  to  inocu- 
late any  other  neighborhood  with  the  smallpox.  His 
belief  was  1  hat  a  flag  shoidd  have  been  displayed 
wherever  the  smallpox  existed,  and  if  it  had  been 
done,  the  disease  might  have  been  stayed.  He  did 
not  know  whose  fault  it  was  that  the  measure  was 
not  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  was 
laid  oil  the  table. 

It  was  voted  to  visit  the  hospital  this  afternoon, 
and  the  suggestion  being  made  that  it  might  be  occu- 
pied with  patients  today,  the  assurance  was  given  that 
it  would  not. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  order, 
which  was  adopted : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Physician  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  Board  \^  hether  additional  hos- 
pital accommodations  are  needed  for  the  reception 
and  treatment  of  persons  sufiiering  from  contagious 
diseases. 

Alderman  Clark  offered,  as  an  amendment,  an  in- 
quiry why  smallpox  tiags  had  not  been  displayed 
where  the  disease  prevailed,  in  accordance  with  an 
order  of  the  Board. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Adjourned. 
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BOAIiD       OF       ALDERlVtEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen , 

JANUARY    13,    187a. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
meu  was  held  this  afteruooii,  at  four  o'clock.  Mayor 
Pierce  presiding. 

JUSOBS   DRAWN. 

Five  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Court  for  criminal  busine.<s. 

APPOINTMENT   MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Member  of  Fire  Department— Joseph  Abbcnzella 

RIIXES  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  CJommittee  to  prepare 
Rules  and  Orders  for  the  government  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  during  the  i)resent  municipal  year, 
made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered",  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last  Board 
of  Aldermen  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of 
this  Board,  with  the  following  amendment,  namely: 

Strike  out  in  the  seventh  Tine  of  the  twenty-third 
section  as  printed  in  the  Municii)al  Register  for  the 
year  1872,  the  words,  "Armories  and  Military  Affairs." 
insert  after  the  word  "hall"  in  the  ninth  line  of  said 
section  the  words,  "and  county  buildings."  Strike 
out  in  the  tenth  line  of  said  sectiim  the  word  "health." 
Strike  out  in  the  eleventh  line  of  said  section  the 
words,  "bells  and  clocks"  and  also  the  word  "jail." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  rules  and  orders 
were  adopted. 

The  report  adopting  joint  rules  for  City  Council  of 
1873,  from  the  Common  Council,  was  adopted  in  con- 
currence. 

The  Mayor  announced  the  several  standing  com- 
mittes,  as' follows: 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Bridges— Cutter,  Gibson,  Power. 

Cemeteries — Stebbius,  Hulbert,  Quincy. 

County  Accounts— Quincy,  Stcbbins,  Hulbert. 

Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings— Sayward.  Gib- 
son, Emery. 

Lamps— Brown,  Emery,  Hulbert. 

Licenses — Sayward,  Bigelow,  Stebbius. 

Market.  Weiglits  and  Measures—  Gibson,  Gaffield, 
Browni. 

Paving— Cutter,  Power,  Hulbert. 

Police— Gibson,  Cutter,  Clark. 

Sewers — Po\\'er,  Bigelow,  Gaffield. 

Steam  Engines— Power,  Emery,  Brown. 

Streets— Clark,  Gaffield,  Hulbert. 

.lOINT   STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Armories— Quincy,  Clark. 

As,sessor's  Department— Brown,   Cutter,   Stebbins. 

Bathing— Power,  Gaffield.  Gibson. 

Common,  etc.— Clark,  Power,  Bigelow. 

Claims— Cutter,  Gaffield,  Quincy. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Emery,  Hulbert,  Stebbins. 

Engineer's  Department— Bigelow,  Cutter. 

Fire  Department— Cutter,  dark,  Stebbins. 

Fire  Alarms — Gibson,  Power. 

Fuel — Sayward,  Emery. 

Harbor—Power,  Gibson. 

Health— Sayward,  Gibson. 

City  Hospital- Clark,  Hulbert. 

Institutions  at  South  Boston  and  Deer  Island— Hul- 
bert. Power,  fUitter. 

Legislative  Business— Qiiincy,  Stebbins. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Hulbert.  Quincy. 

Ordinances— Quincy,  Bigelow,  ('utter. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Brown,  Bigelow. 

Public  Buildings— Saj^vvard,  Gibson,  Emery. 

Riblic  Instruction — Gaffield,  Sayward,  Cutter. 

Public  Lands — Emery,  Stebbins,  Brown. 

Public  Library— Quincy,  Emery,  Hulbert. 

Printing— Power,  Gaffield. 

Salaries — Stebbins,  Gaffield. 

Streets— Clark,  Gaffield,  Hulbert. 

Surveyors'  Department— (iafticld.  Brown. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Gibson,  Say- 
ward. 

Treasury  Department — Hulbert,  Gaffield. 

Water — Stebbins,  Clark,  Bigelow. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Joseph  R.  Grose,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  rear  of  oM  Dorchester  avenue. 

John  Barry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
eight  horses  rear  392  Commercial  street. 


Henry  Spilker,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  marsh  near  Ward  street. 

H.  A.  Stevens  and  others,  against  the  stable  of 
Robert  Crosby  on  White  street. 

A.  P.  Poole,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Humphreys  street. 

Charles  C.  Holbrook  and  others,  for  the  continua- 
tion of  public  vaccination  in  Ward  10. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health 
of    this  Board. 

Company  P,  First  Infantry,  for  location  of  their 
armory  in  the  new  engine  house  in  Roxbury.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Armories. 

Caroline  T.  Noiris.  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  to  lay 
out  Washington  avenue,  in  Chelsea. 

Thomas  L.  Hallworth,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  to 
y\ideu  Washin<^ton  avenue  in  Chelsea. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts. 

Great  Western  Despatch  Company,  to  be  paid  for 
loss  of  property  by  fire. 

I).  Lothrop  &  Co.,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  property 
at,  the  recent  Are  by  reason  of  the  conduct  of  agents 
of  the  city. 

Hold  en  &  Maguire,  to  be  paid  for  contract  work  on 
the  tirst  smallpox  hospital. 

James  Mullen,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  done  by  a 
fall  on  the  ice  on  the  sidewalk  in  Water  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  extension  of  lo- 
cation through  Washington  street  extended  to  Hay- 
market  square. 

Stillman  A.  Tucker,  for  the  grade  of  Washington 
street.  Ward  16,  near  the  railroad. 

H.  G.  Plinn  and  others,  that  some  street  in  East 
Boston  be  assigned  for  coasting  purposes. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

John  Nugent,  for  employinent  in  the  Smallpox 
Hospital.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Smallpox  Hos- 
pital. 

Massachusetts  Homcfopathic  Medical  Society,  that 
immediate  measures  be  taken  for  the  erection  of  an 
additional  smallpox  hospital.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Health. 

Aaron  D.  Webber  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
a  sewer  in  South  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

P.  H.  Underwood  and  others,  for  a  clock  upon  the 
new  schoolhouse  in  Ward  12.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Alarms,  etc. 

Boston  Coiiperative  Associatiop,  that  a  new  bond 
for  land  sold  be  substituted  to  replace  one  injured  by 
lire.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Patrick  Muhey,  for  abatement  of  Harrison -a  venue 
betterments. 

Michael  Connors  and  Joseph  Griffin,  for  apportion- 
ment of  Harrison-avenue  betterments. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

James  W.  Fenno.  for  license  as  an  auctioneer.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Licenses. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metropoli- 
tan Raih-oad  Company  accepting  the  location  on 
Charles  street,  with  turnouts,  granted  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  December  23,  1872.  Ordered  to  be 
placed  on  flle. 

A  notice  of  proposed  sale  of  unclaimed  baggage  by 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  with  a  re- 
quest for  approval,  was  referred  to  Aldermen  Steb- 
bins and  Bigelow,  with  full  powers. 

A  communication  was  received  from  P.  R.  Guiney, 
Register  of  Prf)bate,  with  reference  to  classification 
of  probate  papers,  in  which  he  says,  "The  city  has 
already  expended  nearly  $1:^,000  under  improvident 
contracts  in  reference  to  the  adjustment  of  the  flies 
of  this  office;  that  in  his  opinion  not  a  dollar  of  said 
sum  has  been  earned  or  legally  paid  to  the  contract- 
ing parties;  that  it  is  necessary  the  work  contem- 
plated by  tliese  contracts  should  be  speedily  accom- 
plished; that  your  honorable  Board  will  refuse  to  ex- 
pend any  further  sum  under  or  in  reference  to  the 
subject  matter  of  the  said  contracts  until  the  under- 
.sigued  has  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  ref- 
erence to  the  same." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

comjeunioation  from  the  city  physician. 

City  Physician's  Office,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  11,  1873.  { 
To  the  Hmiorable  fJi£  Board  of  Alde'mien:  Gentle- 
men— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  order  asking  wliat  additional  accommodations  are 
required  for  the  treatment  of  smallpox  patients.  In 
re]jly  I  would  say  tliat  there  is  still  need  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  beds  for  such  cases. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

Samuel  A.  Green, 

City  Physician. 
Read  and  placed  on  file. 


JANUARY       13,       1873. 


10 


QUARTERLY  REPORT   OF   THE  PORT   PHYSICIAN. 

The  quarterly  report  of  Dr.  S.  II.  Durgin,  Port 
Physician,  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31,  1872,  gives 
tlie  following  statements: 

The  whole  number  of  vessels  examined  during  tlie 
quarter  was  97 — steamers,  12;  ships,  7;  barques,  27; 
brigs,  82;  schooners,  19.  No  sickness  of  a  contagious 
cliaracter  was  found  on  board  these  vessels  and  no 
unusual  detention  caused  at  tlie  station. 

There  were  remaining  in  the  smallpox  hospital  at 
Gallop's  Island  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  15  patients. 
There  have  been  admitted  during  the  quarter  ;iS«. 
Total  number  treated  during  the  quarter,  ;^5.S.  Of 
these  130  have  died;  135  have  been  discharged,  and  8K 
remain  in  hospital  January  1,  1873.  Smallpox  is  the 
only  disease  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  quar- 
ter. In  Ofi  cases  vaccination  had  never  been  performed 
at  all,  and  in  22  others  it  was  found  to  be  very  doiibt- 
ful.  Five  had  smallpox  once  before.  Only  four  of 
the  whole  number  presented  scars  of  vaccination 
within  two  years.  $(i23  have  been  collected  (.flO  of 
which  proved  counterfeit)  on  account  of  fees  for 
boarding  vessels,  and  paid  to  the  CMty  Treasurer.  A 
large  number  of  board  bills  for  smallpox  patients  are 
now  in  process  of  collection,  many  of  which  belong- 
ing to  the  State,  will  be  paid  in  a  few  days. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

QUARTERLY   REPORT  OF   PAYMASTER  OF  STATE  AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Com- 
mittee gives  the  receipts  and  payments  of  State  aid 
as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand  Oct.  1 $551 

Received   from   City  Treasurer   at    various  times 

during  the  C|uarter 120,000 

$20,551 
Disbursed  to  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 

families $20,236 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1, 187.S $:^ir) 

The  number  of  applicants  in  the  several  wards  and 
the  aggregate  payments  were  as  follows: 


Wards. 

1 

Oct. 

88 

2 

..114 

3 

78 

4 

54 

.  103 

ti 

'14 

..169 

8 

75 

9 

44 

10 

.  54 

11 

fi;^ 

12. 

. .  61 

18-15 

IB 

.  160 

40 

Out  of  State. 

U.S.  Navy... 

..  35 

..  54 

APPLICANTS 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total  Amount. 

77 

87 

$1396 

113 

112 

1903 

68 

69 

1275 

52 

54 

883 

109 

104 

1785 

37 

38 

620 

171 

169 

2770 

66 

80 

1179 

48 

47 

661 

56 

59 

934 

62 

60 

977 

59 

64 

104,5 

155 

156 

2638 

4tl 

45 

641 

38 

36 

©8 

50 

55 

891 

1231  1201 

Ordered  to  be  sent  dowai. 
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REPORTS   OF   SUPERINTENDENTS   OP   BRIDGES. 

The  report  of  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street 
Bridge  gives  2007  as  the  number  of  vessels  passing 
the  draw  of  that  bridge  du.ing  the  past  year. 

The  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge  re- 
ports 26  vessels  as  having  passed  the  draw  of  that 
b.idge  in  1872. 

The  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge  reports 
the  number  of  vessels  passing  the  draw  of  that 
bridge  last  year  as  follows:  January,  225;  February, 
175;  March,  185;  April,  ,5.50;  May".  985;  June,  775; 
July,  950;  August,  990;  September,  892;  October,  897; 
November,  742;  December,  684.     Total— 8050. 

The  Superintendent  of  Mount  Washington-avenue 
Bridge  reports  the  number  of  vessels  which  passed 
the  draw  of  that  bridge  in  1872  as  follows:  January. 
356;  February,  2.34;  March,  1^1;  April,  927;  MaV, 
1.500;  June,  li:33:  July,  1.547;  August,  1604;  Septem- 
ber, 1405;  (irctober.  1.54.3;  November,  1308;  December, 
921.    Total,  12,819. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Federal-street  Bridge 
reports  that  11,002  vessels  passed  the  draw  of  that 
bridge  during  the  past  year. 

Severally  ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

PAPERS   FROSt   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  following  papers  were  passed  in   concurrence : 

Order  to  refer  unfurnished  business  to  joint  stand- 
ing^ committees. 

Order  for  Superintents  of  Departments  and  Boards 
of  Directors,  under  City  Government,  to  present 
their  annual  reports  in  prints. 

Order  for  Inspector  of  Bnildings  to  refuse  permits 
to  build  on  Water  street  until  further  notice. 

The  order  tr)  prepare  and  print  the  Municipal  Reg- 
ister for  1873  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
GaflBeld,  by  adding  "also  a  pocket  edition  of  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Government.'' 


COMMITTEES  .JOINED. 

Aldermen  Quincy  and  Stebbius  were  joined  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Disposition  of  Topics  in  the  May- 
or's Address. 

The  followinji  committees  were  joined  on  the 
several  orders  tor  the  appointment  of  committees 
of  nominations  for  Boards  and  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments: 

To  nominate  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries — 
llulbert,  Gibson. 

City  Messenger — Gibson,  Say  ward. 

Ballast  Inspectors — Sayward,  Emery. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Bigelow,  Clark. 

Superintendent  of  Streets — Cutter,  Bigelow. 

Harbor  Master — Power,  Stebbins. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers — Power,  Gaffield. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings — Sayward,  Gib- 
son. 

Cochituate  Water  Board— Bigelow,  Quincy. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions — Gaffield,  Steb- 
bins. 

Superintendent  of  Bridges— Gibson,  Power. 

Superintendent  ,of  Fire  Alarms — Stebbins,  Hul- 
bert. 

Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery — Emery, 
Brown. 

Superintendent  of  Common,  etc. — Clark,  Power. 

REPORT   OF   A   COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows:  O. 
B.  Daily,  to  exhibit  his  "Mirror  of  Ireland"  at  Insti- 
tute Hall,  17th  and  18th  inst. ;  Mark  Salom  and  Con- 
stant F.  Drury  as  auctioneers.     Severally  accepted. 

MILITARY  PAYMENTS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  each  member  of  the 
Volunteer  Militia  embraced  in  the  organizations  re- 
cited in  the  certificate  of  the  Adjutant-General,  dated 
January  7,  1873,  the  amount  allowed  to  him  thereby 
for  special  duty  in  this  city  in  November  last,  the 
whole  amounting  to  $11,2.50;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Militia  Bounty. 

Alderman  Power  inquired  whether  this  order  had 
been  considered  by  any  committee,  or  came  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Alderman  Quincy  replied  that  the  payment  was  in 
the  usual  form  under  a  certification  from  the  office  of 
the  Adjutant-General. 

Alderman  Power  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  which  was  carried. 

Subseciuently,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the 
reference  was  reconsidered,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

SMALLPOX   HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following  order:' 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  temporary  charge  of  the  Smallpox 
Hospital  on  Swett  street  be  authorized  to  erect  ad- 
ditional hospital  buildings  on  the  lands  owned  by  the 
city  on  Swett  street;  and  that  they  be  further  author- 
rized  to  purchase  buildings  already  erected  and  re- 
move them  to  said  lands;  and  also  to  furnish  the 
buildings  erected  or  moved  upon  said  lands  suitable 
for  the  purposes  of  a  smallpox  hospital ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  a  Smallpox 
Hospital. 

Alderman  Gaffield  urged  that  before  the  order 
should  be  passed,  the  order  which  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  for  taking  the  old  almshouse  in  Roxbury  for 
a  hospital,  should  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon.  Since 
the  former  action  of  the  Board,  they  had  visited  the 
new  hospital  at  Swett  street,  which  he  considered  a 
marvel  of  construction  for  the  short  time  in  which  it 
was  built,  and  it  reflected  much  honor  upon  the  last 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  committee  which  had  it 
in  charge.  The  building  was  warm,  well  ventilated, 
and  in  good  condition. 

On  this  subject  they  were  getting  new  light  every 
day,  and  he  confessed  he  had  changed  his  opinions. 
While  he  bclie^'ed  that  additional  accommodations 
could  be  secured  adjoining  the  new  hospital,  he 
thought  they  should  not  make  them  until  they  had 
taken  the  almshouse  for  a  hospital.  In  regard  to  the 
almshouse  he  had  consulted  with  citizens  of  Rox- 
bury, and  was  urged  by  others,  to  take  that  building. 
In  no  way,  except  by  a  heroic  act  of  immediate  action, 
could  they  succeed  in  stamping  out  this  dreaded  dis- 
ease. 

Since  he  made  his  remarks  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  he  had  been  asked  if  he  expected  to  go  to 
Heaven  after  such  a  speech.  He  had  no  fears  of  any 
scorching  in  this  kind  of  weather,  nor  so  long  as  be 
conscientiously  discharged  his  duty,  as  he  believed 
he  did  in  this  matter.  After  consulting  with  the  City 
Physician  and  others,  he  was  of  opinion  that  they 
should  take  the  almshouse.  With  reference  to  the 
objections  by  the  people  of  Roxbury,   before  auuexa- 
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tion  they  had  a  pest  house  within  flfty  feet  of  the 
almshouse,  wlicn  it  was  occupied  by  women  and 
children,  and  that  was  as  near  to  the  almshoixse  as 
the  almshouse  is  now  to  the  street. 

Physicians  of  good  standing  had  told  him  there  was 
no  danger  from  smallpox  at 'a  distance  of  fifty  feet, 
and  others  had  said  there  was  no  danger  at  even  less 
than  that  distance.  There  had  heen  undue  fear  lest 
the  disease  could  be  taken  by  passing  vehicles  with 
patients,  in  the  street,  but  there  could  be  ncme  with 
proper  care,  and  such  care  there  woxild  be.  The  citi- 
iiens  require  that  this  Board  should  todaj-  and  now 
take  effective  measures  for  the  suppression  of  this 
disease.  Although  he  had  modified  his  opinion  twice 
he  was  read.v  to  stand  by  his  views  expressed  in  favor 
of  taking  the  almshouse. 

Go  wliere  th(^y  might,  there  would  be  ()))jections  to 
the  location  of  a  liospital,  and  if  they  did  not  soon 
do  somethijig,  it  would  soon  affect  the  l)iisiness  of 
the  city.  Tliere  were  wrong  impressions  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  disease,  there  being  but  400  or  .500  cases. 
The  City  Physician  was  of  opinion  that  tliere  were 
not  over  550  cases,  and  the  Chief  of  Police  agrees 
upon  very  nearly  the  same  number.  The  two  hos- 
pitals would  accommodate  about  250  persons.  In 
making  use  of  the  almshouse,  it  would  not  be  nec- 
essary to  tear  it  to  pieces,  for  there  were  both  large 
and  small  rooms,  and  it  ought  to  be  taken  today. 
If  not  d(me,  it  would  be  a  great  mistake,  and  it 
would  excile  the  indignation  of  the  community. 

Alderman  (Jnincy  fa\'ored  the  measure  of  "taking 
the  Koxbury  Almshouse.  Were  the  Board  providing 
for  a  state  of  things  which  might  come  a  month, 
three  weeks  or  a  fortnight  hence,  he  would  advocate 
tlie  enlargement  of  the  Swett-street  Hospital;  but 
■there  was  no  denying  the  fact  that  the  exigency  was 
one  calling  for  instant  action.  The  disease,  tliough 
exaggerated  in  some  of  the  papers,  was  spreading 
from  hour  to  hour,  and  the  duty  of  the  City  (to\  eni- 
ment  to  employ  v\  ithout  delay  the  means  actually  un- 
der their  hands  to  avert  it  was  recognized  most  un- 
mistakably by  the  public.  That  a  clamor  should  be 
raised  against  tlie  measure  by  those  who  live  near  the 
building  proposed  to  be  taken  was  but  natural;  but 
if  the  interests  of  the  whole  city  involved  in  the  spread 
or  check  of  the  disease  is  shown  to  be  in  the  other 
scale,  was  it  not  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Board  to 
disregard  such  clamor,  whether  it  came  from  Rox- 
buryi  Beacon  street  or  the  Black  Sea?  It  was  a 
mistake  to  assume  that  the  disease  was  only  raging 
at  the  North  End,  and  that  the  establishment  of  this 
hospital  would  be  like  setting  fire  in  a  new  quarter. 
The  disease  reached  the  Highlands  ten  days  a^o. 
cases  llieu  having  come  to  the  speaker's  knowledge 
near  the  corner  of  Milmont  street.  How  far  it  had 
since  spread  he  did  not  know,  but  throught  it  not  un- 
reasonable lo  assume  that  it  might  be  found  if  not 
within  a  stone's  throw,  certainly  within  a  rifle  shot  of 
the  building  proposed  to  be  taken.  Every  building 
within  the  city  which  now  contains  cases  of  smallpox 
unknown  to  the  public  is  a  pest  house  of  the  most 
deadly  nature,  for  it  is  one  into  which  our  daily  avo- 
cations may  take  us  unsuspectingly  at  any  instant,  and 
with  the  children  from  which  our  boys  and  girls  may 
be  now  playing  in  the  street.  It  seems  that  the  dis- 
play of  the  red  flag  cannot  by  law  be  compelled  bj' 
the  City  Physician,  and  what  tradesman,  for  in- 
stance, whose-  shop  is  in  his  dwelling,  wishes  to 
infoi'm  his  cixstomers  that  he  has  a  case  of 
smallpox  up  stairs.  Now  do  the  citizens  of  the 
Highlands  prefer  to  risk  the  indefinite  multiplication 
of  private  pest  houses  into  whose  open  doors  they 
may  walk  daily  without  suspicion  rather  than  to  re- 
,  gard  from  afar  one  large,  isolated  building,  known, 
feared  and  avoided  by  all,  a  building  into  which  not 
even  the  foolhardj'  who  desired  it  would  be  allowed 
to  enter  unless  on  urgent  business  and  with  every 
precaution,  a  building  whose  necesssary  intercourse 
with  the  outside  world  would  be  sub.iected  to  every 
safeguard  which  the  resources  of  science  ha\'e  at  com- 
mand? No,  sir.  It  is  the  pestilence  which  walketh 
in  darkness  which  is  now  ravaging  our  city,  and  to 
those  whose  local  interests  lead  them  to  oppose  the 
measures  b)'  which  it  is  to  be  dragged  to  light  and 
stamped  out,  we  should  turn  a  deaf  ear.  If  the  tem- 
porary occupation  of  this  building  should  for  a  time 
serioiisly  affect  the  price  of  real  estate  in  its  vicinity, 
is  that  a  consideration  which  should  outweigh  the 
salvation  of  human  life? 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  did  not  expect  his  order  to 
call  forth  such  eloquent  remarks,  for  it  was  a  ques- 
tion only  of  making  additional  accommodations  at 
the  Swett-street  locality.  In  ten  days  they  could 
have  accommodations  for  one  hundred  more  patients. 
There  was  one  building  which  could  be  purchased 
which  would  accommodate  sixty,  and  it  could  be 
moved  and  fitted  up  in  six  days;  and  the  old  smallpox 
hospital  could  be  moved    and  accommodate  twenty- 


five  or  fifty  more.  It  was  not  a  question  of  the  Eox- 
bury  Almshouse,  but  of  making  preparations  at  once 
for  additional  accommodations,  and  his  ob.iect  in  of- 
ferhig  the  order  was  that  the  committee  might  com- 
mence toniglit  in  securing  the  possession  and  removal 
of  the  buildings  he  had  referred  to. 

It  may  be  that  the  City  Physician  tliiuks  the  num- 
ber of  cases  wUl  not  exceed  B50,  but  something 
should  be  done  to  allay  the  feelings  of  the  public.  It 
might  be  necessary  that  the  Roxbury  Almshouse 
should  some  tune  be  taken,  but  there  was  room  on 
Pine  Island,  and  it  might  be  desirable  to  have  a  hos- 
pital somewhere  else — back  of  the  jail  or  even  the  Sail- 
ors'Home — yet  the  question  was  now  whether  they 
should  increase  the  accommodations  at  Swett  street. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  appeared  to  ])e  of  no  con- 
sequence in  the  \'iews  of  some  gentlemen  to  sacrifice 
the  property  of  citi/.cns,  but  he"l)clieved  the  sacrifice 
should  be  made  by  the  city  and  not  by. individuals,  as 
it  would  be  to  go  to  Roxbury.  There  was  no  reason 
why  they  should  go  to  Roxbury,  for  the  additional 
facilities  at  Swett  street  would  be  ample.  There 
wei'e  but  thirty  patients  in  tliat  hospital,  and  before  it 
would  be'  filled  they  could  put  up  additional  build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  wished  to  say  a  word  on 
the  other  order,  which  was  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  said  there  would  be  no  objection,  since 
the  discussion  had  been  quite  general. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  would  like  to  ask  a  few 
(|iiestions  of  Dr.  Webb,  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Swett-street  Hospital,  witli  the  consent  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Cutter  inquired  why  he  did  not  call  the 
City  Physician. 

.Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  would,  but  he  was  de- 
sirous of  asking  Dr.  Webb  some  questions,  and  at 
his  request  a  motion  was  ]iut  and  carrii'd  to  allow 
t  lie  questions  to  be  asked. 

Dr.  Webb,  in  answer  to  these  questions,  said  there 
were  tliirty-two  ])atients  in  the  hospital  this  morning, 
and  five  had  been  added  since.  The  hosjiital  at  Swett 
street  was  not  all  that  was  desired;  did  not  know  how 
much  more  ground  there  was  in  the  vicinity  which 
might  be  occupied  for  additional  hospital  purposes, 
but  there  was  none  within  the  fence;  the  place  was 
not  suitable  (m  account  of  its  low  and  damp  situa- 
tion, the  sewers  constantly  emptying  in  there;  and 
its  cft'ect  would  be  greater  in  warm  weather. 

A  hospital  located  in  the  old  almshouse  would  not 
endanger  the  health  of  residents  in  the  neighborhood, 
with  the  use  of  ordinary  care,  and  it  would  be  better 
for  tlie  health  of  the  patients;  the  Swett-street  Hos- 
pital has  11(1  small  wards;  the  bad  smells  spoken  of 
are  outside  of  the  yard;  the  building  is  not  so  high 
and  is  nearer  to  the  water  than  the  old  one  on  Albany 
street;  a  new  building  would  not  be  safe  except  oii 
piles,  and  the  health  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
lie  restored  elsewhere  than  at  Swett  street;  did  not 
think  fa\()rably  of  the  Swett-street  location,  nor  of 
the  ariaugemeiit  of  the  wards,  there  being  but  two 
with  fifty  beds  in  each;  cases  in  dift'erent  stages  of 
the  disease  should  be  separated  by  different  wards, 
whikvnow,  those  ^\'ho  were  dangerously  sick  and  the 
convalescent,  were  all  together,  and  the  moral  effect 
is  bad  where  the  dying  are  in  full  \ie\\^  of  those  who 
are  slightly  sick. 

In  one  case  he  said  there  was  a  woman  there  who 
did  not  have  I  he  smallpox,  and  in  answer  to  Alder- 
man Power,  he  said  he  was  not  the  admitting  physi- 
cian, and  did  not  know  who  sent  her  there,  or  where 
slie  came  from.  The  difference  between  this  and  the 
City  Hospital  was  that  they  had  a  variety  of  rooms, 
in  which  they  could  classify  the  patients." 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  previous  question,- 
to  which  Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  he  had  not 
yii'Ided  the  floor,  and  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Dr.  Green,  City  Physician,  was  called,  and  in  an- 
swer to  various  questions  replied  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  Swett-street  Hospital  was  in  a  desirable 
location,  and  he  was  not  consulted  in  regard  to  it. 
The  popular  imiiression,  he  thought,  greatly  exag- 
gerated the  danger  of  carrying  patients  through  the 
.streets.  In  a  close  calculation  he  thought  there  were 
about  550  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  city,  excluding 
those  in  the  hospital:  there  were  about  100  in  the 
hospitals.  In  the  Highlands  there  were  not  more 
than  20  or  25  cases,  and  a  great  many  cases  of  persons 
who  would  go  to  a  hospital  if  there  was  a  good  one, 
would  not  now  go.  Every  day  he  ^met  with  such 
persons,  who  woiild  leave  their  own  houses  so  as  not 
to  expose  their  families,  if  they  conld  have  a  room  to 
themselves  in  a  hospital. 

The  Roxbury  Almshouse  could  be  fitted  up  in  twen- 
ty-four or  forty-eight  hoitrs  to  be  in  condition  for  use. 
In  reply  to  Alderman  Clark,  he  said  he  had  n&t  been 
there  for  two  years,  and  did  uol  know  particularly 
about  the  drainage,  heating,  etc.  He  did  not  appre- 
hend much  danger  from  smallpox,  if  the  person  was 


JANXTARY      13 


1878 


12 


kept,  iBolatocl  in  a  dwolliug  lionsc.  Knew  nothing 
about  the  Swett-street  lloi^pital,  and  liad  tliought  il 
was  tinio  cnougli  to  give  an  opinion  when  asked  for 
feueli  an  opinion.  He  believed  it  to  be  better  than 
untiling,  but  not  to  be  comiiared  with  the  almshousie 
for  a  hos|)ital;  should  liave  selected  that  in  prefer- 
vuvv  to  Swett  street  for  a  location. 

In  answer  to  various  questions,  he  said  he  did  not 
know  that  the  same  effect  was  produced  on  the  sew- 
ers by  the  tide  tliere  as  at  Beacon  street.  The  Swott- 
street  Hospital  was  objectionable  on  account  of  the 
large  wards,  and  of  having  no  rooms  for  nurses  or 
for  convalescents;  but  the  princii)al  ol)Jeetion  was 
from  the  locality.  There  was  danger  that  a  building 
there  would  ))e  washed  off  if  not  on  piles,  the  tide 
often  coining  up  to  the  road.  It  was  the  best  hospi- 
tal the  city  has.  and  he  could  not  compare  it  with 
others;  hedid  not  believe  there  was  danger  in  con- 
veying patients  through  tlie  streets  from  the  North 
End;  the  almshouse  coiiUl  lie  lieated  by  stoves  until 
other  means  could  be  provided. 

To  Alderman  (fibsini  he  replied  that  patients  could 
not  recover  so  well  in  a  damp  locality  as  on  dry  land; 
in  some  cases  he  thouglit  patients  were  better  off  not 
to  be  removed  at  all;  in  many  instances  it  was  oh- 
jectionable  to  remove  patients  to  (iallop's  Island,  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  weather,  and  of  the 
stage  of  the  disease;  even  with  the  liest  facilities,  of 
covered  carriages,  not  taken  out  on  being  taken  to 
the  boat,  removal  might  be  objectionable,  and  not  so 
well  as  to  be  con\eyed  to  a  hospital  without  crossing 
the  water. 

Alderman  Stebbins  in  a  few  concluding  remarks 
said  he  visited  Swett-street  llosjiital  on  Sunday,  when 
the  ice  was  Hoated  up  to  the  street,  and  he  was  told 
by  a  gentleman  that  it  was  common  for  the  whole 
place  to  be  covered  by  ice  in  winter,  and  there  might 
be  danger  to  a  building  by  floating  off  if  not  put  iij) 
cm  stilts.  He  went  also  to  the  old  almshouse,  where  il 
appeared  there  was  some  heating  apparatus,  which 
needs  repair,  but  can  be  repaired  in  a  short  time.  He 
visited  a  lady  in  the  neighbin-hood,  and  without 
knowing  her  opinion,  she  volunteered  it  by  saying 
that  the  people  in  the  vicinity  would  not  object  to 
taking  the  almshonse. 

The  people  of  East  Boston  were  more  exposed  to 
smallpox  by  the  constant  passing  of  patients  not  only 
to  the  wharf  adjoining  the  ferry,  whence  they  are 
sent  to  the  island,  but  also  by  patients  crossing  the 
ferry,  than  the  people  of  Roxbury  could  be  by  lo- 
cating a  hospital  at  the  almshouse,  and  the  Kox- 
bury  people  ought  to  be  willing  to  yield  something  in 
staying  the  prevalence  of  the  disease. 

In  Pcirtland,  where  there  were  twenty  cases,  accom- 
modations had  been  provided  in  an  isolated  place  for 
4.^0  patients.  But  what  had  been  done  here?  Or 
rather  what  had  not  been  done?  A  physician  said 
within  his  hearing  in  the  City  Hall  some  days  since, 
that  for  want  of  action  500  lives  had  been  lost,  aiul 
500  more  would  be  lost  because  effective  action  was 
not  taken  to  check  the  disease.  In  a  matter  of  duly 
of  this  kind  he  did  not  wish  to  be  responsible  for  the 
loss  (if ,  one  life,  and  he  would  rather  sacrifice  prop- 
erty than  lives.  As  a  lower  consideration,  he  men- 
tioned that  many  people  were  kept  away  from  the 
city  and  business  was  likely  to  suffer  on  accunt  of  the 
neglect,  and  for  the  credit  of  the  city  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  further  delay. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  was  simply  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  location  which  was  in  dispute,  while 
they  all  wished  to  do  all  they  could  to  arrest  the  dis- 
ease. His  experience  in  relation  to  sewerage  was 
that  men  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outlet  of  sewers 
were  not  subject  anj'  more  to  disease  than  elsewhere. 
The  Swett-street  locality  he  believed  to  be  as  good  a 
place  as  was  that  of  the  residences  of  one-lialf  the 
people  in  the  city,  while  the  ditficulty  was.  as  he  sup- 
posed, the  hospital  was  not  elegant  enough,  with  spa- 
cious accommodations  to  please  every  one. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  did  not  suppose  his  order 
would  induce  so  wide  a  range  of  discussion.  The 
facts  were  that  more  accommodations  were  needed. 
They  had  one  building,  and  it  would  be  better  to  have 
the  increased  accommodations  there.  So  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  ground,  it  was  much  the  same  as  that  on 
which  a  large  class  of  the  people  lived.  He  had  the 
assurance  of  physicians  that  this  was  a  most  excellent 
location,  the  best  which  could  be  had,  and  what  had 
been  said  only  showed  that  physicians  differed,  as 
they  did  in  relation  to  free  vaccination.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  this  order  would  be  passed,  even 
should  the  almshouse  be  used  in  the  fiitnre. 

Alderman  (Jafiield  objected  to  using  new  buildings 
put  uj)  in  a  few  days,  when  a  building  could  be  had 
which  could  be  put  in  order  in  a  short  time.  He  felt 
assured  that  the  people  demanded  the  taking  of  the 
almshouse,  and  they  had  it  reconmiended  by  the  May- 
or, with  that  of  conipetent  physicians.     Those  recom- 


mendations had  been  almost  unanimously  concurred 
in  by  the  Common  Council,  and  he  would  move  as  an 
amendment  to  substitute  for  the  order  under  consid- 
eration that  which  was  passed  by  the  Council,  to  take 
the  Koxbury  Almshouse  for  a  hospital. 

Alderman  CUark  declared  that  the  question  under 
consideration  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Roxbury 
Almshouse;  it  was  a  question  merely  of  improving 
the  facilities  on  the  Swett-street  locality,  in  providing 
additional  and  better  accommodations  there. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  would  renew  his  motion 
for  the  pri^vious  question. 

Alderman  Clark  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the  motion 
of  Alderman  Gatfield  to  substitute  the  order  of  the 
Common  Council  for  that  under  consideration. 

Alderman  Power  raised  the  question  that  his  mo- 
tion \\as  upon  the  passage  of  the  order  of  this  Board, 
and  desiring  to  speak  in  explanation,  the  Chair  stated 
that  no  remarks  would  be  in  order,  yet  he  would  not 
press  the  rule  If  the  Board  were  willing  to  allow  re- 
marks or  explanations. 

The  Chair  read  a  remonstrance  from  Frederick 
(luild  and  others,  and  Alderman  Power  presented  re- 
monstrances from  the  Notre  Dame  Academy,  S.  C; 
f'obb  and  others,  R.  Worthington  and  44  others. 
Michael  Kellion  and  25  others,  James  W.  Kellion  and 
MT  f)thers,  Jacob  Jacobs  and  37  others,  W.  H.  French 
and  17  others,  E.  C.  Bemis  and  12  others. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  tk 
ble  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  nominations  for 
members  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  nominations  be 
acted  upon  separately,  which  was  carried. 

Alderman  Hulbert  offered  an  ordinance  to  repeal, 
the  amendment  of  the  ordinance  passed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  in  striking  out  so  much  of  the 
original  ordinance  as  requires  the  Board  to  devote 
their  whole  time  to  the  service. 

Alderman  Hulbert  advocated  the  restoration  of  th« 
ordinance  to  its  original  condition,  as  essential  to  the 
effective  carrying  out  of  the  desion  of  the  board,  be- 
lieving that  the  members  should  devote  their  time 
mainly  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  The  remarks  of 
Alderman  Clark  on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  were 
read,  to  show  the  design  in  its  passage. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  changed  his  opinion 
in  relation  to  the  matter,  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  services  of  competent  men. 

The  proposed  ordinance  was  rejectee!. 

The  question  being  upon  the  confirmation  of  the 
several  nominees — 

Aldermen  Gaffield  and  Clark  expressed  as  their  ex- 
pectations in  the  confirmation  of  the  nominees,  that 
they  will  make  the  duties  of  this  office  paramount  to 
all  others,  the  last-named  saying  that  as  honorable 
men  they  will  devote  themselves  to  the  interests  of 
the  city. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  brouglit  the  subject  up 
because  of  the  necessity  of  making  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  effective,  and  he  wished  the 
members  of  the  board  to  de\ote  their  time  to  it  as  the 
City  Clerk  does  to  his,  and  not  to  practise  their  pro- 
fessions, as  he  had  heard  it  suggested  some  of  the 
members  would. 

The  nominations  of  A.  W.  Boardman  and  S.  H. 
Durgin  were  unanimously  confirmed,  and  that  of 
Albert  T.  Whiting  was  confirmed  by  a  vote  of  11  yeas 
to  1  nay — Alderman  Hulbert. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  all  subjects  relating  to 
health  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  objected  to  the  motion,  as  a 
shrinking  from  responsibility  after  the  subject  had 
been  considered  by  the  Board  of  AldeiTnen  without 
definite  action. 

The  Chair  stated  that  there  was  as  yet  no  Board  of 
Health,  the  Common  Council  having  concurrence 
with  this  Board  in  acting  upon  the  nominations. 

Aldennan  Stebbins  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  provide  additional  accommodations  for 
smallpox  patients. 

Th(!  motion  was  carried. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the  motion 
'  of  Alderman  (raffield,  to  adopt  the  order  to  take  the 
almshouse,  as  a  substitute  for  the  order  of  Alderman 
Clark. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  substitute  was 
lost,  by  a  vote  of  5  to  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Bigelow,  Emery,  Gaffleld,  Q,irincy,  Stebbins. 

Nays — Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Gibson,  Hulbert,  Pow- 
er, Sayward. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  passage  of  the 
original  order — 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  adding  au- 
thority to  tlie  committee  to  "purchase  or  hire  suita- 
ble buildings  in  any  other  part  of  the  city."' 
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Alderman  Emery  said  lie  was  in  favor  of  this 
amendment,  for  it  might  be  necessary  to  procure 
some  other  buildings  in  other  localities,  in  an  emer- 
gency. 

Alderman  Hulbert  regarded  the  amendment  as  most 
sensible,  for  with  the  increase  of  the  accommoda- 
tions at  Swett  street,  jjrovision  might  also  be 
made  elsewhere.  It  would  be  any  easy  way  out  of  the 
difficulties,  and  relieve  the  Highlands'  from  the 
anxieties  in  regard  to  location  of  more  hospitals  hi 
that  section. 

Alderman  Brown  also  advocated  the  amendment, 
when  it  was  accepted  as  a  portion  of  the  order,  and 
the  order,  as  amended,  was  passed  by  an  unanimous 
vote. 

ORDEKS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  City  Council,  as  early  as 
'  practicable,  whether  sufticieni.  precautious  against 
lire  are  taken  in  the  preparation  and  arrangment  of 
scenery  and  other  theatrical  effects  used  at  the  sev- 
eral theatres  in  this  city,  and  what  legislation,  if  any, 
is  necessary  tor  the  public  safety. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  tluit  he"oflered  the  order  in 
■.consequence  of  the  fact  that  last  week   the  scenery  in 

•  one  of  the  theatres  in  this  city  took  tire,  and  it  might 
have  pr()\ed  \ ery  serious  had  it  not  promptly  Iteen 
extinguished.  In  Europe  he  had  been  assured  that 
a  prepai'ation  was  used  by  whicli  the  scenery  could 
not  take  fire,  and  this  precaution  was  \viu-l by  of  con- 
sideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Smallpox  Hospital  be  requested  to  confer  with  the 
Chief  of  Police  with  a  view  to  procure  accommoda- 
tions at  the  north  part  of  the  city  for  smallpox  pa- 
.tients. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Whereas,  It  appears  to  this  Board  that  the  follow- 
ing persons,  viz.,  John  Cronin,  (i  Webster  place: 
,  John  Nichols,  10  Emmet   place:    Henry   O.    Kelly,   ti 

•  Chilson  place;  Dennis  McCarty,  22  Lowell  street; 
Cornelius  Lang,  21  Nashua  street;  Mary  Reardou,  55 
Oswego  street;  Charles  Mulden,  l;iO  Silver  street; 
Major  Jones,  1  (irover  place;  Sarah  White,  2.51  Gold 
Street,  are  affectad  with  smallpox,  and  are  occupants 
of  tenement  or  boarding  houses,  and  should  be  im- 
mediately  removed  ;tlierefrom,  it  is  tlu'rcfore  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Physician,  with  the  aid  of 
such  police  force  as  may  in  any  case  be  necessary, 
cause  eacli  of  the  above  persons  to  be  removed  as 
soon  as  possible  to  one  of  the  smallpox  hospitals 
'  heretofore  established  by  this  Board. 
.    On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Whereas,  under  an  order  of  the  City  Council, 
passed  the  llth  of  October,  1872,  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  was  authorized  to  erect  a 
biiildintr  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  a  smallpox 
hospital,  on  land  owned  by  the  city  on  Swett  street. 
Ward  13;  and  whereas,  the  said  committee  did  on  the 
■    30th  day  of  December,    1872,  enter  into  a  contract  on 

■  behalf  of  the  city  with  William  Smith  &  Co.  for  tin- 
erection  of  a  building,  and  did  agree  to  pay  said 
Smith  &  Co.  the  sum  of  $9000  upon  the  completion  of 

,  said  building,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  spe- 
cifications, in  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the  contract, 
and  also  the  siun  of  $200  for  each  and  every  day  that 
the  building  is  completed  before  the  time  specified  in 
the  contract;  and  whereas,  said  Smith  &  Co.  did 
complete  said  building  in  six  days  from  the  date  of 
said  contract  as  certified  by  the  ardiitects;  and 
whereas,  the  said  contract  after  being  properly  exe- 
cuted was  mislaid  or  destroyed  so  tliat  the  amount 
due  the  contractors  cannot  be  paid  ^vithout  further 
action  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council:  it  is  therefore 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  William 
Smith  &  Company  the  sum  of  $10,300,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  work  done  and  materials  furnished  by 
them   in   the   erection  of  the   smallpox  hospital  on 

■  Swett  street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  tojthe  appropria- 
tion for  a  Smallpox  Hospital. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  the  physicians  having  in  charge  the 
subject  of  vaccination  be  authorized  to  continue  and 
complete  the  vaccination  of  persons  in  the  several 
districts,  agreeable  to  the  instructions  given  them  b  / 
the  former  Board,  or  until  otherwise  directed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Physician  be  requested  to 
provide  suitable  warning  cards  on  which  shall  be 
printed  in  plain  letters  upon  both  sides,  "Smallpox"; 
such  cards  shall  he  placed  upon  the  hell  handle,  door 
handle,  or  upon  the  door  of  every  house  where  a 
case  of  smallpox  or  varioloid  may  exist.  In  case  the 
owner  or  occupant  of  such  houses  object  to  placing 
"  such  cards  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  remove  the  same, 
"the  City  Physician  shall  forthwith  declare  every  sucli 
house  a  hospital,  and  establish  a  guard  over  such 
house  to  warn  and  prevent  the  public  from  entering 
the  same.    He  shall  also  present  to  this  Board,  for 


their  action,  the  names  of  all  such  persons  as  shall 
refuse  to  allow  such  warning  cards  to  be  applied  to 
their  doors.  The  expense  attending  the  carrying  out 
of  this  order  shall  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Health. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  that  it  would  be  better  to 
carry  out  the  original  idea  of  the  Board,  in  placing  a 
red  flag  upon  buildings,  which  would  be  much  more 
effective  as  a  warning. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  had  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  the  City  Physician  on  the  subject,  and  he 
was  himself  of  the  belief  that  the  placing  of  a  card 
upon  a  door  would  not  only  he  less  objectionable  to 
the  inmates  of  a  bouse,  but  would  be  iuore  likely  to 
remain,  and  prove  as  effective  as  a  warning  to  those 
who  visited  such  places. 

Alderman  Saj^vard  preferred  the  display  of  a  flag 
for  in  many  cases  there  would  be  no  door  bell  to 
which  to  affix  a  card. 

The  order  was  amended  to  give  discretionary 
power  to  make  use  of  a  card  or  a  flag,  and  as  amend- 
ed was  passed. 

Aleerman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  be  direct- 
ed to  provide  at  once  a  convenient  and  suitable  room, 
in  some  central  locality,  for  the  temporary  reception 
of  persons  suffering  from  the  smallpox.  The  room 
so  provided  shall  be  open  day  and  night,  and  a  suita- 
ble person  shall  be  in  constant  attendance  to  render 
such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary.  The  expense 
attending  the  execution  of  this  order  shall  he  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Health. 

Alderman  Sayward  objected  to  the  order  as  in- 
curring an  unnecessary  expense  and  calculated  to 
draw  more  smallpox  patients  to  the  City  Hall,  where 
t  liey  are  now  too  often  seen. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  did  not  necessa- 
rily follow  that  tlie  room  should  be  in  the  City  Hall, 
and  its  location  would  soon  become  known  to  physi- 
cians and  others. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  also  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be 
directed  to  thoroughly  fumigate,  once  a  week,  or 
oftener  if  deemed  necessary,  all  the  public  school- 
houses  in  the  city,  the  Court  House  and  the  City  Hall; 
the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Health. 

As  at  first  proposed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Buildings,  objection  was  made 
to  the  order  by  Alderman  Sayward,  who  said  the  mat- 
ter properly  liehmged  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  not 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings;  when  the 
order  was  amended  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  an  order  was  passed 
for  an  apportionment  of  betterments  for  Shawmut- 
a\  enue  assessments  upon  N.  B.  Doggett  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  an  order  was 
passed  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  at  the  corner 
of  Portland  and  Travers  streets. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  an  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Councn,  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  upon  the  subject  of  a  small- 
pox hospital,  and  of  the  nominations  for  a  Board  of 
Health.  Objections  being  made  by  several  Aldermen 
that  the  order  was  umiecessary,  as  interfering  with 
the  duties  of  the  Mayor,  whose  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject \vould  prompt  hini  to  take  all  measures  necessary 
on  the  subject,  the  order  was  withdrawn. 

ORDERS   OP     NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  McCh'cady  &  Stearns,  for  leave  to 
erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  89  Court 
street.     Hearing  Monday,  Feb.  3,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  Dennison  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  15  Suffolk 
place,  for  heating  purposes.  Hearing  Monday,  Feb. 
3,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  Williams  &  Everett,  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  the  corner  of  Bed- 
ford and  Washington  streets.  Hearing  Monday,  Feb. 
3,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  R.  B.  Lincoln  &  Son,  for  leave  to 
erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Alger 
street,  near  Dorchester  street.  Hearing  Monday, 
Feb.  3,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  Carew  &  Walsh,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  on  wharf  on  East  Dover 
street.    Hearing  Monday,  Feb.  3,  4  P.  M. 

ORDERS   READ   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clai-k,  orders  to  pay  the 
Merchants"  Exchange  Company  $15,540  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Lindall  street;  to  pay  heirs  of  Charles 
Stimpson  $1275  for  land  taken  to  widen  Cottage 
street;  to  pay  J.  F.  Wilson  $77()0  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Summer  street;  to  pay  Catharine  J.  Cadogan 
$42  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  Henry  A.  Thomas 
for  the  widening  of  Warren  street. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUAKY    14,    1873. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was  held 
this  evening  at  ly,  o'clock,  Edward  O.  Shopard,  the 
President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  roll  was 
called,  when  the  following-named  persons  answered 
to  theii'  names. 

Barnes,  Bicknell,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Bowles,  Bur- 
ditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Darrow, 
Dean.  Denny,  J.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Flatley,  Hall. 
Harrington. "Hine,  Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones,  Lamb,  Ma- 
han,Marston,  Martin,  McCue,  McKenney,  Morse,  Page, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  Thacher,  Train,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells, 
West,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Mayor  was 
read: 

Executive  Department,  City  Halt,,  / 
Boston,  Jan.  14,  1873.     f 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  C'ity 
of  Boston— Under  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the 
forty-sixth  section  of  the  city  charter,  I  have  sum- 
moned this  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  to  take 
action  upon  the  appointment  of  members  of  the  Board 
of  Health  and  npcm  other  matters  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  relating  to  the  preservation  of  the  public 
health.  Henry  L.  Pierce.  Mayor. 

Ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

BOARD   OF   HEALTH. 

The  nominations  of  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  as  follows,  were  taken  up,  the  question  beuig 
upon  their  confirmation,  in  concurrence  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen : 

Alonzo  W.  Boardman,  to  hold  otRce  until  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  187B. 

Samuel  H.  Durgin,  to  hold  office  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May,  1875. 

Albert  T.  Whiting,  to  hold  office  until  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  1874. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  each  separately,  and  the  nomina- 
tions were  tinanimously  confirmed. 

SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

The  order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  authorizing 
the  erection  of  additional  hospital  buildings  on  the 
lands  of  the  city  on  Swett  street,  to  purchase  and 
remove  buildings  already  erected,  and  to  furnish  said 
buildings;  also  for  the  purchase  or  hire  of  suitable 
buildings  in  any  other  part  of  the  city,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  stated  that  the  order  of  the 
Board  of  Alderman  was  passed  before  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  new  Board  of  Health 
were  confirmed,  and  as  it  gives  the  committee  power 
for  temporary  pu^joses  only,  it  should  be  voted  down 
and  a  new  order  take  its  place,  and  he  moved  its 
indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Thacher  asked  for  the  j'eas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6  that  a  new   order  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  inquired  who  has  power  to 
recommend  measures  under  the  new  oaganization  of 
the  Board  of  Health — whether  it  was  the  Board  or  the 
City  Council. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  he  supposed  the  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  left  the  whole  question  open 
for  argument,  and  it  was  nothing  improper,  on  the 
part  of  any  member  of  the  Board  who  has  any  order 
or  preferable  proposition,  to  make  known  such  alterna- 
tive proposition.  If  there  was  any  such  proposition, 
he  wished  to  be  infonned  before  taking  any  action, 
so  that  he  should  get  all  the  information  on  the  ques- 
tion desirable. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  intended,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  bifer  a  new  order,  which  he  read,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  a  smallpox  hospital  be  established 
in  the  building  known  as  the  Old  Almshouse  in  Rox- 
bury.  and  that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Health  Dcijartment  be  directed  to  make  the  necessa- 
ry repairs  on  said  building  without  delay,  and  provide 
such  furniture,  fixtures  or  supplies  as  the  Board  of 
Health  may  require  for  the  maintenance  of  said  hos- 
pital: the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  a  Smallpox  Hospital. 

Mr.  Flynn  stated  in  explanation  that  this  was  of- 
fered inasmuch  as  the  power  of  the  committee  under 


which  the  first  hospital  was  built,  ceases  from  and 
after  tonight. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  motion  would  pre- 
vail, for  after  the  exhibition  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men yesterday, — and  he  did  not  mean  to  say  any-- 
thing  indecorous — after  the  statements  made  by  the 
City  Physician  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Small- 
pox Hospital,  that  the  place  was  wholly  unfit  for  a 
hospital,  the  order  should  not  be  passed.  The  state- 
ment had  been  sent  over  the  wires  and  through  the 
countiy — of  kuch  unfitness,  and  it  was  humiliating  to 
be  found  in  such  a  predicament. 

A  year  ago  application  was  made  to  the  General 
Court  for  additional  authority  for  the  suppression  of 
the  smallpox:  there  were  then  but  a  few  cases  in  this 
city,  and  legislation  was  granted.  Since  that  time 
not  a  week,  day  nor  hour  but  the  disease  had  been  on 
the  increase,  and  our  citizens  were  dying  by  the  thou- 
sand, yet  nothing  ettectual  had  been  done,  and  the 
City  Goverument  in  one  branch  had  allowed  the  peo- 
ple to  die  without  preventing  the  spread  of  the  dis- 
ease. One  person  in  four  or  in  three  died  from  it, 
and  this  was  in  the  nineteenth  century  and  in  the  city 
of  Boston. 

The  question  of  opening  the  Public  Library  on 
Sunday  had  been  debated  as  affecting  the  public 
morals,  but  in  a  case  involving  the  lives  of  the  peo- 
ple the  two  branches  differed  as  to  where  they  should 
place  the  sick.  Competent  physicians  state  that  the 
place  where  the  present  hospital  is  located  is  an  im- 
proper one,  yet  it  is  proposed  to  build  another  one 
there.  Noxious  vapors  rise  there  which  would  make 
a  well  man  sick,  and  while  there  were  places  enough 
for  a  hospital  he  would  vote  for  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order.  Something  had  been  said 
about  taking  private  property  for  a  hospital,  and  he 
believed  that  under  the  law,  if  necessary,  the  Tre- 
niont  House  might  be  taken  for  a  hospital. 

Mr.  Walls  of  Ward  3  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man had  ever  visited  the  location  of  the  Swett-street 
liospital,  and  where  he  got  his  information  in  relation 
to  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  familiar  with  the  locality,  but 
had  not  been  there  since  the  building  was  put  up. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  knew  the  location,  and  was  sat- 
isfied that  those  who  spoke  against  it  knew  noth- 
ing of  it.  For  construction,  warmth,  comfort, 
beds  and  bedding,  and  everything  desirable,  it  was  all 
that  could  be  wished.  Matched  boards,  two  thickness- 
es of  tarred  paper  between  the  floors  and  on  the  inner 
and  outside  of  the  boarding,  with  tarred  and  grav- 
elled roof,  and  good  heating  arrangements,  with  hot 
and  cold  water  and  everything  for  comfort. 

Prom  what  he  had  seen,  a  better  place  could  not 
have  been  selected  for  a  hospital.  As  to  stench,  it 
was  all  wrong,  for  stench  could  not  be  expected  to 
come  from  water  where  the  ice  was  eighteen  inches 
thick.  The  cesspool  was  eight  inches  below  the 
floor,  and  the  draining  was  perfect.  The  building 
was  so  constructed  that  wings  could  be  added,  so 
that  it  might  form  a  hollow  square,  and  be  made  am- 
ple for  all  cases.  If  the  physicians  would  go  among 
the  poor  and  represent  the  building  properly  it  would 
be  filled  today. 

Objecticm  had  been  made  that  the  hospital  was 
built  in  five  days;  so.  too,  objection  was  made  against 
the  Gallop's  Island  hospital,  of  which  he  knew  some- 
thing.but  the  man  who  was  afraid  to  go  down  there  and 
work  was  the  loudest  brawler  about  the  City  Hall 
against  the  Swett-street  Hospital.  If  overloaded,  he  did 
not  doubt  they  could  add  to  the  building  and  provide 
plenty  of  room  for  all  who  needed  it.  It  was  easy  of 
access,  and  if  any  physician  after  a  fair  examination 
would  say  it  was  not  a  fit  place,  he  would  go,  and 
\^•here  they  might  say. 

Mr.  Perkins  'atad  he  did  not  think  it  was  worth 
while  to  give  in  charge  the  building  of  a  hospital  to 
a  committee  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council,  when 
the  Board  of  Health  was  about  to  be  organized.  This 
committee  was  now  dead,  or  will  be  in  twentj'-four 
hours,  and  they  should  not  load  a  committee  with 
powers  which  could  not  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  stated  some  of  the  duties  of 
the  Committee  on  Health  under  the  new  ordinance, 
and  he  favored  the  indefinite  postponement,  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  the  order  as 
provided  for  through  a  committee  under  this  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  read  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  Under  the  statute  and  the  ordinance,  he  sup- 
posed that  the  Board  of  Health,  with  two  justices 
of  the  peace,  if  agreed,  might  require  the  sher- 
iff to  take  possession  of  any  building,  impress 
any  p.ersons  and  take  such  supplies  as  might 
be'  necessary  in  the  care  of  a  hospital  for  small- 
pox patients.  Such  ppp'pfs  the  new  Board  of  Health 
has,  and  if  so  they  may  take  tjie  aljnshogse  pr  apy 
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other  building  they  may  believe  necessary  for  their 
purposes.  W  hat  can  or  what  can  they  not  do  y  The 
statute  gives  them  the  largest  possible  powers  for  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

Why  "may  not  the  Sheriff  take  possession  of  any 
property  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  people?  This 
he  said  without  being  an  advocate  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  There  had  been  a  great  many  articles  writ- 
ten in  the  papers,  and  much  clamor,  but  the  reasons 
for  it  were  not  in  accordance  with  his  judgment.  The 
discussion  and  action  had  been  of  a  character  to  take 
away  the  responsibility  of  an  efficient  Board  of  Health. 
Once  the  Common  Council  had  concurrent  action  in 
health  powers,  but  this  was  lost  in  a  revision  of  the 
city  charter,  and  the  two  branches  could  act  with 
greater  vigor  than   they  could  separately. 

The  articles  and  the  discussion  had  not  been  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  judgment.  It  was  not  wise,  for 
the  reason  given  by  President  Lincoln, that  you  should 
not  swap  horses  while  crossing  a  stream.  The  dis- 
cussion had  paralyzed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  a 
Board  of  Health,  and  as  the  two  branches  differed  in 
their  action  the  disease  spread.  We  had  now  got  a 
new  board  and  this  board  has  supreme  power,  and 
may  take  houses,  stores,  attendants,  nurses  even,  for 
the  general  safety.  If  they  act  right,  it  is  well 
enough,  as  we  are.  but  if  they  have  not  power  enough 
they  may  apply  for  more. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  f>  said  it  was  doubtful  how  far 
the  powers  of  the  committee  could  go.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  had  taken  a  certain  stand,  and  the  pub- 
lic had  taken  a  different  one,  and  it  was  desirable  to 
throw  the  influence  of  the  Council  in  favor  of  taking 
the  almshouse.  In  that  case  the  Board  of  Health 
will  be  more  likely  to  take  it  if  backed  itp. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  said  he  a^eed  that  the 
Board  of  Health  had  unqualified  power  in  this  emer- 
gency, yet  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  (i 
in  his  views  in  relation  to  the  position  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  various  votes  of  the  two  boards  were  cited 
by  him,  and  it  appeared  that  the  arguments  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  resolved  themselves  into  three 
propositions:  that  the  Swett-street  Hospital  was 
erected  in  six  days,  and  another  could  be  built  in 
that  time;  that  the  taking  of  the  almshouse  would 
greatly  depreciate  the  value  of  property  in  the  neigh- 
borhood; and  that  the  people  tnere  were  opposed  to 
taking  it. 

If  the  hospital  could  be  built  in  six  days,  it  could 
never  be  available  for  hospital  uses;  the  location  is  a 
swampy  place,  the  tides  sweep  overjit,  and  some  morn- 
ing the  hospital  may  be  found  outside  of  Boston 
Light.  The  present  building  was  built  of  green  tim- 
berj  the  sap  comes  out  at  the  head  of  the  beds  of 
patients,  and  it  was  a  disgrace  to  the  city.  As  there 
were  no  good  reasons  against  the  use  of  the  alms- 
house, its  opponents  must  suggest  something.  The 
location  at  Swett  street  exposes  fifty  people  where 
one  would  be  at  the  almshouse,  and  it  was  but  1800 
feet  from  the  St.  James  Hotel. 

It  was  some  argument  in  favor  of  the  almshouse 
that  the  Mayor  had  recommended  it,  not  carelessly 
but  conscientiously,  on  due  consideration,  backed  up 
by  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  city,  whose  opinions 
were  in  writing.  The  Council  had  twice  by  its  vote 
fixed  upon  that  location,  and  it  was  due  to  its  digni- 
ty that  it  should  adhere  to  that  choice,  and  the  new- 
order  comes  up  as  an  excuse  for  further  delay.  They 
were  then  right  and  ought  to  adhere,  that  the  people 
may  respect  their  motives  and  that  they  may  com- 
mand respect  as  a  branch  of  the  City  Covernment. 
The  hospital  at  Swett  street  was  hardly  fit  for  a  barn 
in  which  to  put  a  horse,  and  should  not  be  a  place 
for  a  citizen  because  he  has  the  smallpox.  It  was 
not  the  way  in  which  they  treated  prisoners.  t  was 
a  wet,  unhealthy,  miserable  place,  and  it  was  a 
shame  and  a  crime,  and  they  were  guilty  if  they  sup- 
ported such  action. 

Mr.  Wells  denied  that  there  was  any  sap  oozing 
from  the  boards,  which  were  all  kiln  dried.  That  the 
land  was  marshy  in  the  neighborhood  and  the  tide 
flowed  over  it,  he  would  admit,  but  where  the  tide 
ebbs  and  flows,  it  must  keep  the  locality  clean  and 
purify  it,  as  was  contended  by  certain  individuals  who 
wished  to  secure  the  tidal  basin  on  the  Back  Bay  for 
an  ebb  and  flow  of  water.  The  ebb  and  flow  of  water 
must  increase  health  Instead  of  injuring  it.  As  to 
the  charge  of  marsh  and  bad  air,  there  was  a  height 
of  two  feet  in  piling,  with  a  space  underneath  the 
building. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  said  with  reference  to  a 
statement  that  there  had  been  a  pest  house  on  the 
almshouse  lot,  that  it  was  not  so,  but  ther?  was  for- 
merly a  hospital  there  for  ship  fever.  Ifl  relation  to 
the  Swett-street  Hospital,  and  o.^  its  tiefflg  VqQ  CQW 
for  horses,  the  thermonne^ei'  ]\9A  stood  ivt  70  there 
^vith  the  YeiltilfttOTs  open,  while  62  was  considered  to 
^g  "bigli  enough.    Before  the  wharf  was  purchased  by 


the  city  it  was  used  as  a  lumber  wharf,  and  he  never 
heard  of  lumber  being  washed  away. 

Mr.  Plynn  said  he  failed  to  see,  in  what  had  been 
said,  any  argument  why  the  order  should  not  be  in- 
definitely postponed.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  3 
had  built  two  smallpox  hospitals,  and  was  desirous  of 
building  two  more. 

Mr.  Wells  said  his  statements  were  true  in  regard 
to  ithe  Swett-street  Hospital,  and  if  he  should  have 
the  smallpox  he  should  desire  to  be  taken  there. 

The  Chair  stated  in  answer  to  an  inquiry,  that  the 
hospital  would  remain  in  the  charge  of  the  joint 
special  committee  until  the  new  Board  of  Health  was 
organized. 

Mr.  Dean  said  it  would  he  but  a  temporary  life  for 
a  committee,  and  not  long  enough  for  them  to  erect 
any  additional  buildings.  That  might  furnish  a  rea- 
son why  the  order  should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
No  member  of  the  Council  could  wish  to  enter  into 
any  contest  in  such  a  matter  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, for  they  were  all  desirous  to  do  what  they  could 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease.  If  the  committee 
goes  out  of  service  so  soon  it  w'as  not  worth  while  to 
give  it  new  power. 

"  Mr.  Perkins  stated  that  the  Alderman  who  offered 
the  order  expected  the  committee  having  in  charge 
the  hospital  would  go  out  and  be  superseded. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  carried, 
and  the  order  of  Mr.  Plynn  was  offered. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  under  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, and  in  concurrence  joined  to  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Council,  Messrs.  Denny  of  Ward  9. 
Pickering  of  Ward  6,  and  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

Mr.  De~an  said  further  that  the  Board  of  Health  had 
the  power  to  take  such  buildings  and  other  measures 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  small- 
pox, and  he  suppesed  they  mean  to  do  it.  If  so,  why 
should  any  special  provision  be  made  or  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council.  Such  a  course  would  be  unnec- 
essary and  unwise.  Why  not  leave  the  new  organ- 
ization untrammelled"?  Then  if  they  wished  for  any 
additional  powers  to  enal)le  them  to  carry  out  the 
duties  of  their  office  with  efficiency,  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  pass  such  an  order.  He  would  offer  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Health  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  make  application  to  the  City  Council  for 
any  powers  or  facilities,  if  any,  which  they  may  find 
necessary  and  convenient  to  enable  them  to  discharge 
their  duties  with  efficiency. 

Mr.  Plynn  moved  to  lay  his  order  on  the  table, 
which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  opposed  the  new  proposition 
as  only  tending  to  delay,  and  before  proceeding  the 
new  Board  of  Health  would  be  obliged  to  come  to 
the  City  Council  for  more  authority.  It  was  due  to 
the  character  of  the  Council  that  having  twice  passed 
an  order  for  taking  the  almshouse,  it  was  but  right 
that  they  should  stand  up  here  and  assert  the  right- 
fulness of  their  action.  It  was  due  also  to  the  peo- 
ple who  sent  them  here  that  they  should  show  that 
they  did  nothing  to  cause  delay  and  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

Mr.  Plynn  said  his  object  in  laying  the  order  offered 
by  him  on  the  table,  was  for  the  purpose  of  allow- 
ing the  new  Board  of  Health  an  opportunity  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  using  the  almshouse.  If  they 
did  not  take  that  responsibility  by  Thursday  night,  he 
would  take  up  the  order  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  suggested,  as  an  answer  to  a 
question  about  delay,  that  should  the  order  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  be  passed,  it  would  not  be 
concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  delay- 
would  be  the  consequence. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  believed  it  to  be  desirable 
that  the  course  of  the  Council  should  be  right  from 
the  start,  and  while  he  was  satisfied  with  the  course 
pursued  by  the  C^ouncil  hitherto,  as  being  the  right 
one,  as  the  Board  of  Health  had  full  powers,  he  would 
not  lift  one  feather  from  their  shoulders.  The  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  seemed  a  prop- 
er one,  and  it  could  be  passed,  leaving  the  responsi- 
bility where  it  belongs. 

The  resolution  w-as  passed. 

The  order  to  provide  a  convenient  and  suitable 
room  in  a  central  locality  for  the  temporary  reception 
of  smallpox  patients,  to  be  open  night  and  day,  with 
suitable  attendance  thereon,  was  considered. 

Mv.  Perkins  asked.  Why  not  dispose  of  this  as  they 
did  the  other,  the  Board  of  Health  having  full  powers 
to  pravide  a  room? 

Tlae  order  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  37  to  5. 

The  order  upon  procuring  accommodations  at  the 
north  part  of  the  city  for  smallpox  patients  came  up 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  objected  to  its  passage  as  be- 
ing no  sense  in  it,  after  their  action  on  the  other  order. 
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Mr.  Wells  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Health. 

Mr.  Flynn  s^aid  the  committee  would  die  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table,  which  was  carried. 

The  order  for  the  fumigation  of  schoolhouses  and 
other  public  buildings  came  up  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  which 
was  lost,  when  the  order  was  rejected. 

The  order  providing,  under  a  misplaced  contract. 


to  pay  William  Smith  &  Company  the  sum  of  $10,300, 
for  work  done  and  materials  furnished  in  the  erection 
of  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett  street,  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  its  passage. 

Mr.  Holmes  opposed  a  suspension  of  the  rules  gen- 
erally, and  particularly  in  this  case. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  failed,  by  a  vote 
of  25  to  16— not  tvvo-thirds. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

JANUARY    16,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  at  1)4  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  roll  was 
called,  when  fifty-six  members  appeared  to  be  pres- 
ent, as  follows: 

Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Black- 
mar,  Boardman,  Bowles,  Brackett,  Brennan,  Burditt, 
Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Darrow,  Dean, 
Edwards,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hine, 
Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kingsley,  Lamb,  Madden, 
Mahan,  Marston,  Martin,  McCiie,  Morse,  Page, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Risteen, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Thacher,  Tower,  Train,  Vpham,  War- 
ren, Wells,  West,  Weston.  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods, 
Woodward. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendents  of 
Bridges,  and  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  Port  Physi- 
cian and  the  Paymaster  of  State  Aid  were  severally 
ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  amendment  to  the  order  concerning  the  printing 
of  the  Municipal  Register,  viz.,  that  "also  a  pocket 
edition  of  the  Rules,  Orders  and  Committees  of  the 
City  Government"  be  printed,  was  concurred  in. 

The  order  requesting  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to 
report  whether  there  is  sufficient  precaution  used 
against  fire  in  theatres,  and  what  legislation  may  be 
necessary,  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

The  orders  appointing  the  joint  standing  commit- 
tees were  passed,  in  concurrence,  and  the  members  of 
the  several  committees  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  read. 

The  President  announced  the  joint  standing  com- 
mittees on  the  part  of  the  Council,  and  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Common  Council,  as  follows: 

JOINT    STANDING   COMIHTTEES. 

Armories — Page  of  Ward  9,  Whiston  of  Ward  8, 
Davis  of  Ward  14. 

Assessors'  Department — Weston  of  Wai-d  1,  Bick- 
nell of  Ward  4.  Cudworth  of  Ward  11,  Harrington 
of  Ward  8.  Hall  of  Ward  10. 

Bathing— Whiston  of  Ward  8,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3, 
Martin  of  Ward  .5,  Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Warren  of 
Ward  12. 

Claims— Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  Wilbur  of  Ward  9, 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Train  of 
Ward  1:3. 

Common  and  Squares — Perkins  of  Ward  0,  Wilbur 
of  Ward  9,  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  Jones  of  \^'ard  14, 
Risteen  of  Ward  10. 

East  Boston  Ferries — McKenney  of  Ward  1,  Pick- 
ering of  Ward  6,  Collins  of  Ward  2,  Hall  of  Ward  10, 
Cudworth  of  Ward  11 . 

Engineer's  Department — Mahan  of  Ward  5,  Adams 
of  Ward  14,  Kelley  of  Ward  15. 

Fire  Department — Burt  of  Ward  16,  Marston  of 
Ward  10;  Jones  of  Ward  14,  Pease  of  Ward  l„Hine 
of  Ward  6. 

Fire  Alarms — Collins  of  Ward  2,  Davis  of  Ward  14, 
Upham  of  Ward  IB. 

Fuel— Darrow  of  Ward  8,  Lamb  of  Ward  7,  Abbott 
of  Ward  3. 

Harbor — Pease  of  Ward  1,  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Dean  of 
Ward  12. 

City  Hospital— Wells  of  Ward  3,  N.  Doherty  of 
Ward  2,  Boardman  of  Ward  14. 

Institutions  at  South  Boston  and  Deer  Island — 
Prescott  of  Ward  9,  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Thacher  of 
Ward  15,  Loring  of  Ward  12,  Barnes  of  Ward  11. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Kingsley  of  Ward  3,  T.  H. 
Doherty  of  Ward  2,  McCue  of  Ward  5. 

Legislative  Matters — Denny  of  Ward  9,  Dean  of 
Ward  12,  Perkins  of  Ward  6. 

Ordinances — Dean  of  Ward  12,  West  of  Ward  16, 
Dacey  of  Ward  2,  Holmes  of  Ward  6, Mahan  of  Ward  5. 

Overseers  of  Poor— Burt  of  Ward  16,  Lamb  of 
Ward  7;  Tower  of  Ward  1. 

Public  Buildings — Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  Caton  of 
Ward  11,  Weston  of  Ward  1;  Bowles  of  Ward  12, 
Morse  of  Ward  13. 

Public  Instruction  —  President  of  the  Common 
Council  (ex-ofticio);  West  of  Ward  16,  Holmes  of 
Ward  6;  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Power.s  of  Ward  4. 

Public  Lands — Pickering  of  Ward  6,  Darrow  of 
Ward  8,  Burt  of  Ward  16,  Wells  of  Ward  3,  Page  of 
Ward  9. 


Printing — Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Whiston  of  Ward 
8;  Page  of  Ward  9. 

Public  Library— Holmes  of  Ward  6,  Blackmar  of 
Ward  11,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Tower  of  Ward  1,  Mad- 
den of  Ward  7. 

Salaries— Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  Loring  of  Ward  12, 
Risteen  of  Ward  10. 

Streets — Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Perkins  of  Ward  6, 
Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Page  of  Ward  9,  Woodward  of 
Ward  13. 

Surveyor's  Department — Jones  of  Ward  14,  Bren- 
nan of  Ward  13,  Bleiler  of  Ward  15. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Caton  of 
Ward  11,  Hughes  of  Ward  5,  Marston  of  Ward  10. 

Treasury  Department — Edwards  of  Ward  15,  .N. 
Doherty  of  Ward  2,  Flatley  of  Ward  4. 

Water— Pease  of  Ward  1,  Wells  of  Ward  3,  Ed- 
wards of  Ward  15,  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  Adams  of 
Ward  14. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES   OF   THE   COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Police— Burt  of  Ward  16,  Darrow  of  Ward  8,  Mar- 
tin of  Ward  7,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3,  McCue  of  Ward  5. 

Paving— Warren  of  Ward  12,  Prescott  of  Ward  9, 
Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Hughes  of  Ward  5,  Kelley  of 
Ward  1.5. 

The  petitions  of  the  Boston  Cooperative  Associa- 
tion, the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical  Soci- 
ety, F.  H.  llnderwood  and  others.  Company  F,  First 
Infantry,  James  Mulliu,  D.  Lothi-op  <fe  Co.,  Great 
Western  Despatch  Company,  and  of  Hollihan  & 
Maguire,  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  petition  of  John  Nugent  for  employment  in 
the  Smallpox  Hospital  being  on  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Health,  in  concurrence,  Mr,  Blackmar 
of  Ward  11,  objected  to  the  reference  as  inappropri- 
ate, at  the  present  time  after  the  organization  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  when  a  motion  to  refer  to  the  Board 
of  Health  was  lost,  and  the  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health  was  nonconcurred  in. 

The  following  communication  was  laid  before  the 
Council : 

Health  Department,  City  Hall,  | 
Boston,  Jan.  15,  1813.      f 

7b  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston:.  Gentle- 
men— Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  City  Council  that 
the  Board  of  Health  has  organized  by  the  choice  of 
A.  W.  Boardman  as  chairman  and  Chiiies  E.  Davis, 
Jr..  as  Clerk. 

Charles  E.  Davis,  Jr., 

Clerk. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  order  for  the  printing  of  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  City  Government  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  as  unnecessary,  after 
the  concurrence  in  an  order  of  the  Board  of "  Alder- 
men. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Benjamin  Clapp,  for  leave  to  purchase  land.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

E.  MacLean,  for  leave  to  erect  a  building  larger  than 
the  law  allows.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Boston  Bottle  Works,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages sustained  at  the  late  fire  by  the  blowing  up  of  a 
building.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

William  M.  Flanders,  John  Small  and  others,  rep- 
resenting that  George  A.  Shaw  is  ineligible  to  a  seat  in 
the  Common  Council  from  Ward  5,  as  a  non-resident 
of  the  ward,  and  asking  for  an  investigation  of  the 
subject.     Referred  to  the  Committee  oh  Elections. 

William  M.  Flanders,  John  Small  and  others,  claim- 
ing that  John  W.  Mahan  is  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the 
Common  Council  from  Ward  5,  as  a  non-resident  of 
the  ward.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  Darrow  of  Ward  8  aimounced  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council, 
had  made  choice  of  William  H.  West  of  Ward  16  as 
chairman. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  annouced  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts  of  the  Common  Council  had  made 
choice  of  Henry  W.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  as  their 
chairman. 

REPORT  ON  ELECTIONS  IN  WARD  TWO. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Committee  on 
Elections  of  the  Common  Council,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Patrick  Doherty  and  others, 
that  the  votes  cast  for  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil at  the  last  municipal  election  in  Ward  2  may  be 
recounted,  made  a  report  that  they  have  carefully  re- 
cotmted  the  original  ballots  in  the  possession  of  the 
City  Clerk,  with  the  following  result: 

Timotliy  J.  Dacov  had 1069 

Neil  Doliertv  . . . .' 945 

Thomas  H.  Doherty 924 

Patrick  Collins 880 

Jolin  Campbell 4(>0 
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W.J.Wclcli 406 

VViUiaiii  Oi-itfiii 414 

H,  K.  Hiitcliiiison 340 

VVilluiiu  CuiiiiiiiKham 293 

VVilUaiu  Stiirvctt 244 

Patrick  Norton 214 

,Jolin  Kelloy 113 

Henry  S.  Harris GO 

Mathanlel  Hamilton 35 

VV  .  McLaughlin 35 

■I.J.  MaKUire 27 

Janit's  Hatton 21 

Charles  MeDcvitt 19 

M.  P.  Mahoney,  Thomas  W.  Brown,  Jr.,  two  each; 
John  Carom,  William  Young,  George  S.  Noyes,  John 
Frazier,  Thomas  Dinsmore,  C.  Hoyt,  Josiah  Harding, 
Robert  Marsh,  W.  I.  Smart,  Abel  Monroe,  Fred. 
Pease,  William  McKenney,  Joshua  Weston,  Moses  B. 
Tower,  one  each. 

In  presenting  the  report  the  committee  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  practice  has  obtained  of 
ordering  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for  members  of 
this  board  simply  upon  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
voters  in  any  ward.  Such  proceedings  are  not  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute.  It  is 
necessary  that  some  person  who  received  votes  should 
flrst  serve  upon  the  City  Clerk,  within  sixty  days 
after  the  election,  a  written  notification  claiming  an 
election  to  the  office,  and  declaring  his  intention  to 
contest  the  right  of  some  other  person  who  received  a 
certificate  of  election  to  occupy  his  seat  at  this  board. 
Upon  that  notice  the  City  Clerk  is  required  to  retain 
the  ballots  under  seal  until  called  for  by  this  board 
or  its  committee.  And  the  contestant  must  give 
notice  to  the  Council,  upon  its  reorganization,  that 
he  claims  the  seat  occupied  by  a  certain  member  of 
this  board,  and  that  he  rests  his  claim  upon  the  evi- 
dence furnished  by  the  ballots  in  the  possession  of 
the  City  Clerk. 

In  the  present  case  the  rights  of  the  sitting  mem- 
bers were  not  contested;  and  although  it  was  expect- 
ed that  gross  errors  would  be  shown  in  the  returns  of 
the  ward  officers,  there  was  not  the  slightest  probabil- 
ity that  the  result  would  be  changed,  and  the  petition 
appears  to  have  been  presented  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  the  curiosity  of  certain  parties  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  count  made  by  the  ward 
officers. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

REPORT   ON  mayor's   ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  report  what  disposition 
should  bj  made  of  the  several  topics  embraced  in  the 
Mayor's  Inaugural  Address,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  street  improvements  in  the  district  recently 
covered  by  fire  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Streets;  that  so  much  as  relates  to  in- 
creasing the  efficiency  of  the  Fire  Department  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  oh  the  Fire 
Department;  that  so  much  as  relates  to  additional 
safeguards  against  loss  of  life  by  fire  in  buildings 
used  for  public  houses  and  in  tenement  houses  and 
manufactories  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, with  instructions  to  report  as  early  as 
practicable  whether  additional  legislation  is  needed; 


that  so  much  as  relates  to  additional  accommodations 
for  tlie  correctional,  reformatory  and  pauper  institu- 
tions be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions;  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the  es- 
tablisement  of  a  State  Hospital  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  insane  paupers  belonging  in  the  city  of 
Boston  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters;  that  so  much  as  relates  to  ad- 
ditional accommodations  for  the  public  schools  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction;  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the  occupation  of 
the  flats  on  the  northerly  shore  of  South  Boston  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets;  that 
so  much  as  relates  to  additional  legislation  concerning 
drainage,  grades  and  streets  in  and  around  Boston 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters; 
that  so  much  as  relates  to  the  taking  of  the  territory 
lying  between  Tremont,  Buggies,  Parker  and  Pren- 
tiss streets,  for  the  purpose  of  ^abating  a  nuisance  ex- 
isting thereon,  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Suffolk-street  District;  that  so  much  as 
relates  to  the  appointment  of  a  commission  for  the 
revision  of  the  city  charter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances;  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
registration  of  voters  and  the  manner  of  conducting 
elections  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  Address  as 
relates  to  the  public  health  be  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Health. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  extending  Lambert  avenue  to  Dudley 
street.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

COMMITTEES   TO   NOMINATE   PUBLIC   OFFIOBBS. 

On  nomination  of  Trustees  of  City  Hospital — Page 
of  Ward  9,  Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Risteen  of  Ward  10. 

On  nomination  of  City  Solicitor — Harrington  of 
Ward  8,  Holmes  of  Ward  ti,  Blackmar  of  Ward  11. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Lucius 
W.  Knight,  in  full  compensation  for  extra  services  as 
assistant  superintendent  on  the  Suffolk-street  District, 
during  the  year  1872,  the  sum  of  $300;  said  sum  to  be 
cliarged  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street  Dis- 
trict. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John 
L.  Brigham,  in  full  compensation  for  his  services  as 
bookkeeper  on  the  Suffolk-street  District,  from  May 
1,  1872,  to  Jan.  16,  1873,  the  sum  of  .$750;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Suffolk-street 
District. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  be  requested  to  have 
the  Reading  Room  of  the  Public  Library  opened  on 
Sunday,  between  the  hours  of  2  and  9  P.  M.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, be  instructed  forthwith  to  cause  the  skylights  of 
the  City  Hall  to  be  opened  and  shut  at  will  for  the 
ventilation  of  the  building. 

Adjourned, 
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rroccpdinss  of  tlio  Boanl  of  Aldormen, 

JANUAKY    '^»(),    l!S7;-5. 


Tht'  roynlar  \veukt3'  iiieoting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  fonr  o'clock,  Alder- 
man C'ntter.  the  f'hairman.  presiding. 

.lURORS    DKAWN. 

sixty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
preme" Judicial  Court. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE     AND   CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Harrison  D.  Littlefleld. 
Weigher  of  Coal — Joseph  Thomas. 
The  appointment  by  the  City  Clerk   of  Charles  R. 
Alley  as  Assistant  City  Clerk  was  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  EEPKUKED. 

W.  T.  Porter,  for  lea\e  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Woodward  avenue. 

(Teorge  W.  Dyer,  for  lea^e  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  Pleasant  street,  corner  of  Savin- 
Hill  avenue. 

Joseph  Burnett,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  rear  No.  .5  Henchman  street. 

A.  A.  Hall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
eight  horses  on  Castle  street. 

C.  O.  Smith,  for  leave  to  erect  stables  in  an  old 
building  on  (iold  street  for  six  horses. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  011  Health  on 
part  of  this  Board. 

Ebeiie/er  E.  Hill,  to  be  compensated  for  loss  .sus- 
tained by  him  on  account  of  the  use  of  his  house,  No. 
bfi  Hudson  street,  as  a  smallpox  hospital.  Referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

J.  M.  A:  F.  Jones,  for  removal  of  the  burnt  material 
from  the  south  side  of  High  street. 

Lang  &  Delano  and  others,  that  a  portion  of  India 
wharf  be  called  India  row. 

Gilman  Brothers  and  others,  that  tlie  sidewalks  in 
Milk  street  may  be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

J.  H.  Chadwick  it  Co.  and  others,  that  the  side- 
walks in  Milk  street  may  be  i)ut  in  order  for  travel. 

William  Claflin  i.\i  Co.  and  others,  tluit  Pearl  street 
may  be  cleared  from  rubbish  and  put  in  order. 

C.  O.  Smith,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Fouith 
street. 

Eli  Pernald,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  portion  of  Upton 
street  with  a  small  ))uildiiig  temporarily. 

Seveially  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  the 
last  with  full  powers. 

Horace  C.  Rose,  to  be  compensated  for  property 
taken  fi'om  him  by  the  city,  on  Orange  street.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  <m  Suffolk-Street  District. 

Thompson,  Bigelow  &  Brown,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of 
property  by  action  of  agents  of  the  city  at  the  fire 
No\ember"9  and  10.  1873. 

J.  A.  &  N.  Harwood,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  property 
by  agents  of  the  city  at  the  time  of  the  recent  fire. 

Sniith  &  McOarraglc,  to  be  paid  the  balance  on  con- 
tract for  erec^tion  of  the  smallpox  hospital  wbich  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Henderson  Inches,  to  be  paid  for  damage  done  to 
his  building  by  action  of  the  city  at  the  recent  fire 
on  Washington  street. 

J.  E.  Tilton  &  Co.,  to  be  compensated  for  damages 
caused  by  agents  of  the  city  to  building  IHl  Wash- 
ington street  at  the  recent  fire. 

Ira  B.  Orcutt,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  sus- 
tained from  a  fall  in  School  street. 

David  H.  Sampson,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received 
while  crossing  the  Common. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

William  Adams,  for  appointment  as  an  anctioneer. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Cicen-ses. 

Zeplianiah  [Bassett  for  abatement  of  Atlantic-ave- 
nue betterments. 

Joseph  NickerSon,  for  apportionment  of  Harrison- 
avenue  betterments. 

Severally  referred  to  the  C^ommittee  on  Streets. 

Georges  Viles,  lessee  of  stall  under  Faneuil  Hail 
Market,  to  be  paid  for  damag(!S  occasioned  by  the 
leaking  of  a  water  closet  into  lus  premises.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Market. 

Assistant  Port  Physician,  for  increase  of  salary  for 
extra  services.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Healtli. 

Mercantile  Savings  Institution,  for  remission  of  tax 
illegally  assessed.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Asses- 
sor's Department. 

Joseph  L.  Watson,  for  appointment  as  Superinten- 
dent of  Dover-street  Bridge.  Referred  to  committee 
to  nominate  Superintendents  of  Bridges. 


J.  W.  Bartlett,  that  the  city  would  adojjt  his  method 
of  lighting  the  sireet  lanijis.  Keferred  10  Committee 
on  Lamps^ 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Company,  that  steam  boilers 
in  jinblic  buildings  be  inspected,  etc.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
ft'ommissioners  transmitting  an  order  for  the  taking 
of  the  estate  of  Michael  H.  Glecson,  on  Summer 
street,  at  the  corner  of  High  street,  for  the  widening 
of  Summer  street,  the  expense  of  said  widening  be- 
ing adjudged  at  $14,500;  with  an  order  accepting  the 
surrender  of  said  estate,  the  said  Gleeson  objecting 
to  being  assessed  for  the  widening  of  Summer  street^ 
the  amount  of  land  so  taken  being  1)25  square  feet. 
The  order  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

ADDITIONAI.  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR    CHARLES-RIVER  AND 
WARREN    BRIDGES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  J.  M.  Wight- 
man,  Commissioner  on  Charles- River  and  Warren 
bridges,  representing  that  in  confonnity  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  the  legal 
supervisors  of  the  plans  for  a  new  draw  on  Warr(;n 
Bridge,  a  much  larger  sum  has  been  obliged  to  be  ex- 
pended upon  the  draw  and  the  alterations  of  said 
t>ridge  than  was  anticipated  or  estimated  by  the  Com- 
missioners when  the  appropriation  was  made. 

The  original  appropriation  has  consequently  been 
found  to  be  inadequate  to  meet  the  expenditures  and 
the  current  expenses  of  the  financial  year. 

The  amount  of  the  appropriation  was  $42,000.  Of 
this  there  has  been  expended  to  January  1 : 

General  Incidental  expenses $3,506  11 

Repairs  on  draw  of  C'liarles-Kiver  Bridge 1,458  Iti 

WioTcn  l?rUlge S6,594  OS 

*41,558  35 
Balance  to  credit  of  .bridges 441  65 

An  additional  appropriation  will  therefore  be  re- 
quired of  $10,000  to  meet  the  outstanding  bills  now 
payable  and  those  which  will  be  payable  during  the 
present  fiscal  year  of  the  city  of  Bostoi^.  The  un- 
dersigned respectfull)'  requests  that  this  amount  may 
be  appropriated  by  tlie  City  Council  for  the  care  and 
management  of  Charles-River  and  Warren  bridges. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  (ni  Finance. 

REPORT  OF   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  GRANITE  BRIDGE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Oirauite 
Bridge  gives  224  as  the  numbev  of  vessels  which 
passed  the  draw  of  that  bridge  during  the  year  1872. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNUAI,    REPORT    OF    SEALERS   OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEAS- 
URES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Sealers  of  Weights  and 
Measures  gives,  as  the  expenditures  in  the  Northern 
District,  the  sum  of  $3801— $2800  was  for  salaries  of 
Sealer  and  assistant,  and  $420  for  horse  keeping,  shoe- 
ing, etc. ;  exiienditures  for  office,  $700. 

Expenditures  for  Southern  District  $;i;i5()  .58,  of 
which  .$2800  was  for  salaries  of  Sealer  and  assistant 
and  $431  0.5  for  horse  keeping,  etc. 

The  whole  appropriation  \\as  $7000,  and  there  re- 
mains a  balance  unexpended  of  $l»f>2  02. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNUAL   REPORT   OF   SUPERINTENDENT   OP   PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

The  sales  of  lands,  as  made  under  the   direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  during  the  year  1872, 
have  been  as  follows: 
One  lot  on  Albany  street,  containing  .3998  square 

feet,  at  *2  (W  per  foot $7,996  00 

One  lot  on  Albany  street,  containing  367T  square 

feet,  at  $2  25  pei-  foot 8,273  25 

One  lor  on  Kast  Newton  street,  contahilng  1573 

square  feet,  at  $1  75  per  foot 2,752  75 

One  lot  on  N,  corner  of  Third  street,  contiiining 

62.50  square  feet,  at  $1  00  per  foot 6,250  Ul> 

One  lot  on  Camden,   west  of  Tremont  street, 

containing  6588  sq  uare  feet,  at  *1  (10  per  toot . . .  6,.588  00 
Five  lots  on  Harrison  avenue,  containing  9623 

square  feet,  at  $2  '25  per  toot 21,651  75 

One  lot  of  marsh  land  near  C'lundcn  street,  and 

west  of  the  Boston  &  Pi-ovldence  Railroad, 

containing  18,.373  square  feet,  at   15  cents  per 

foot 2,755  95 

One  lot  in  rear  of  Adams  and  Park  streets  (Ward 

16>,  containing  6784  square  feet,  at  15  cents  per 

loot $1,017  60 

One  lot  on  Savin-Hill  avenue,  containing  2945 

square  feet,  at  thirty-three  cents  per  foot 971  85 

One  lot  on    Savin-HiU  avenue,  containing  1660 

square  feet,  at  fifteen  cents  per  foot 249  00 

One  strip  of  land  on  Thomas  street,  containing 

227  S(iuare  feet 200  00 

Total:  15  lots,  coutalulng  61,698  square  feet,  for 
the  sum  of $58,706  15 

Of  the  above  amount  there  has  been  received 
by  the  Superintendent,  in  cash,  and  paid  over 
to  the  Treasurer,  the  sum  of $8,792  I5 
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And  tliei-e  has  Iteeu  taken  in  bonds  from  the  pur- 
chasers, payahle  in  nine  annual?  instalments, 
with  interest 49.914  00 

Total $58,T0B  15 

Tlie  committee  have,   during  the   year,   leased  the, 

following-named  propert}': 
The  wliarf  on  Swett  street,  containing  2'2.0fi0  square 

feet,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  at  $1500  per  annum,  and 

taxes. 
The  wharf  on  Albany  street,  and  opposite  the   City 

Hospital,  containing  67.027  square  feet,  for  a  term  of 

five  years,  at  i|;f>4.?0  per  annum. 
The  strip  of  land  containing   427   square    feet,  and 

dock  connected  tlierewil.h,  and  known    as    the    town 

slip  ifoot  of  Belcher's  lane),  for  a  term  of  .  five  years. 

at  $.500  per  annnra  and  taxes— the  city   reserving  the 

the  right  of  drainage  through  the  saiiie.     ■■  ■       '■"■  '  '  ■■  - 
The  following  amounts  have  been  received  by  the 

Superintendent,  dnriiig  the  year,  and  paid  over  to  the 

Treasurer,  viz: 

For  extending  the  time  for  building  upon  laud 
on  Albany.  M.  Dover  and  East  Newton  streets, 
also  on  Harrison  and  Columbus  avenues $1,795  50 

For  rent  of  land  on  South  Bay  and  at  South  Bos- 
ton..      1,296  50 

For  rent  of  building  on  Highland  street. ........       300  00 

For  rent  of  part  of  Great  Bi'ewster  Island 40  00 

For  grass  and  |)asturage  of  laud  in  Ward  16.  Dor- 
chester   District 252  00 

Total *3,684  IM 

The  expenditures  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Lands  during  the  year  1872  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: 

Paid  salary  of  superintendent,  for  one  year,  $1800  00; 
for  the  construction  of  sewers  in  East  Canton  and 
West  Newton  streets,  $1010  02:  for  grading  land  on 
Third  near  L  street,  1$-i5  m:  advertising.  $80  W:  sta- 
tionery. $::J,'5  75;  taxes  to  the  town  of  Hull  for  Great . 
Brewster  Island,  to  the  town  of  Quiiicy  for  marsh 
land,  and  the  town  of  Milton  for  wood  lot,  as  owned 
by  the  city  of  Boston.  $38  51 :  carriage  hire,  $41  00:  re- 
{)airingfeiice  on  Harrison  avenue,  $8  50:  labor  on  pub- 
lic lands.  $19  25:  ju'inting,  $2  02:  expenses  of  the  coih^ 
mittee  of  1871,  $.53  00:  expenses  of  the  committee  of 
1872,  $809  80:  total,  ,$4017  15.  ,     ■   •  ■ 

The  amount  of  salable  lands  belonging  to  the  City 
of  Boston,  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  is  as  follows: 

At  the  South  Endand  at  South  Boston 9,54,134  sq.'ft. 

Wharf  ijropcrtv ,............:,'....     93,0,51      " 

Boston  Highlands ; 690.5-10      " 

A\'harf  property 22,060     " 

One  lot  on  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson 
street,  known  as  the  Gibson  School  Fund 

.  property,  containing  about 586,427 ,    " 

Two  lots  of  marsh  land  in   the  town  of    ' 

QUincy,  containing  about ; 370,910     ' 

One  wood  lot   in  the  town  of  Milton,  con- 
taining about 414,627     " 

One  lot  on  r>ird  street,  containing 80,632     " 

Three  lots  on  Comniercil  street,  containing   109,015 

One  lot  on  Norfolk  street,  containing. 50,222 

Two  lots  on  Codman  street,  contaluing 90,120     '■ 

Five  lots  on  Ashnumt  street,  containing.. .     57,160     " 

Total..  ._^. 3,1518,898  sq^ft. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNUAL     REPORT      OF     SUPERINTENDENT     OP      PUBLIC 
BTJILDINOS. 

Public  Buildimis.  The  expenditures  for  repairs, 
alterations  and  improvements  of  public  buildiugs  in- 
clude all  the  bnildings  belonging  to,  or  hired  by,  the 
city  (excepting  schoolhouses  and  county  buildings), 
used  for  the  accommodation  of  the  City  Government, 
and  the  various  departments.  The  amount  expend- 
ed on  this  class  of  buildings  for  the  past  year  has 
been  $93,765  96,  as  follows: 

Hent $4,778  31 

Fuel 2,708  48 

Care  and  cleaning 6,536  25 

Salaries  of  Superintendent,  one  assistant   and 

clerk 6,300  00 

Alterations,  repairs,  water,"gas  and  furniture...  73,432  92 

$93,755  96 
Covnty  BiiiMings.    There  has  been   expended  on 
County  Buildings' $22,626  89,  as  follows: 

Care,  supplies,  repairs  and  furniture $17,519  04 

Fuel  3,029  47 

Gas  and  water 2,978  38 

$22,626  89 
Sclwolhmif:es.     The   expenditures  on   these  houses 
for    the    past    year  have  been  $263,321  43.    Of  this 
amount  there  has  been  expended  for— 

Fuel $55,042  00 

Rents 10,102  34 

Care  and  cleaning 54,086  29 

Eepairs.  alterations,  supplies  and  furniture 144,090  -80 

$263,321  43 


Extraorilinoi-if  ExpenaeK.  The  extraordinary  ex- 
penses of  this  (U'partment  are  those  for  the  erection 
of  new.  and  alterations  of  old  buildings,  for  which 
appropriations  are  made  by  order  of  the  City  Council. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  buildings  in  progress 
of   erection : 

Grammai'  schoolhouso,  L  and  Sixth  streets,  will  be 
completed  May  1.  and  will  cost,  including  furniture 
and  heating  apparatus,  about  $105,000  00. 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Atherton  District,  will  be 
completed  next  September,  and  will  cost  about 
$50,000  00. 

Mather  Schoolhouse,  Ward  16.  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  in  September,  and  will   cost  about  $65,000. 

Hose  house.  Fourth  and  O  streets.  South  Boston, 
will  be  comjileted  in  June,  and  will  cost,  inclnding 
land,  about  $20,000. 

The  following  apjuopriations  have  been  made,  by 
order  vi  tlie  City  (Council,  for  new  bnildings  and  land 
for  tlie  same,  work  ni)on  which  will  immediately 
commence: 

Kugiue  House  No.  12,  appropriation $28,000  00 

Flugiue  House,  Ward  14,  appropriation 20,000  00 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  Dudley  District,  appro- 

lirial ion ." 90,000  00 

During  the  past  year  the  following  buildings  have 
been  comjjleted.  The  cost  of  each,  including  land,  is 
annexed : 

Police  station  house.  District  No.  9 $45,675  15 

Engine  house  No.  15 26,816  44 

Hose  Mouse,  Ward  15,  Tremont  street 29,967  24 

Engine  H(iu.se  No.  4.  aud  Lancers'  Armory,  Bnl- 

liiicli  street 109,723  54 

ICebuilding  the   Lynuui  Schoolhouse,   damaged 

by  fire  Aug.  2,  1,871  ,$51,160  04 

Alterations  of  Public  Library  building,  inclu(l/- 
ing  tlie  putting  in  of  iii'w  steam-beating  ap- 
paratus and  additional  llrc-pi-oof  work 60,934  58 

The  repcn't  also  gives  a  list  of  the  various  building.s 
wlii(  h  have  been  remodelled  or  received  extensive  al- 
terations during  the  year,  with  the  amount  expended 
on  each. 

These  comprise  repairs  on  Faneuil  Hall,  at  a  cost 
of  $5:^11  HU;  tiling  floors  of  City  Hall,  $2927  88;  re- 
pairing drains  in  market  house,  new  floors,  etc, 
$3013  28;  outbuildings  to  Sherwin  Schoolhouse, 
$,5283  14;  Wait  Schoolhouse,  drains,  paving  yard,  etc., 
$9105  66,  and  various  other  items  of  .$2,500  or  less. 
These  rcjuiirs  were  on  five  engine  houses,  three  ho.«e 
houses,  one  hook  and  ladder  house,  four  police  sta- 
tions and  lockups,  one  armory,  offal  depot,  pound, 
and  nineteen  schoolhouses. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
number  of  coiinty  buildings,  public  buildings  and 
schoolhouses,  together  with  the  number  of  feet  of 
land  covered  by  the  same  between  the  years  1864  and 
1873: 

2  .    =|a  ^  .  =|a        I 

«S     .goS     «S    .So2          «>^ 
^       y.  5^      ;?.  .S 

County  Buildings.  3  153,297  4  165,498  12,201ft. 
Public  Buildings..  32  269,337  75  1,305,744  1,036,407  ft. 
Schoolhouses 74        677,000  107      1,511,708     834,708  ft. 

Total 109      1,099,6^  186      2,982,950  1,833,316  ft. 

The  above  will  show  a  total  increase  in  nine  years 
of  seventy-seven  buildings,  and  of  land  equivalent  to 
about  forty-eight  acres. 

The  estimated  valuation  of  the  several  county,  pub- 
lic buildin<js  and  schoolhouses,  including  furniture, 
land,  etc.,  is  as  follows: 

County $2,000,000 

Public  buildings 5,000,000 

Schoolhouses 6,000,000 

Total $13,000,000 

The  amount  of  fenciilg  surrounding  the  various 
schoolhouses  is  equal  to  about  nine  and  one-half 
miles,  lineal  measurement, 

A  list  is  given  of  the  number  and  location  of  the 
buildings  belonging  to  or  hired  by  the  city  which  are 
under  the  char;|e  of  this  department. 

These  comprise  twenty-three  public  buildings,  four 
county  buildings,  thirteen  police  stations  and  lock- 
ups, twenty-one  engine  houses,  sixteen  hose  houses, 
seven  hook  and  ladder  houses,  five  pounds,  one  fuel 
house,  one  hundred  and  seven  schoolhouses,  twenty 
schoolrooms,  all  but  two  hired  at  a  rental  of  $9381, 
and  sixteen  wardrooms.  Rooms  are  also  hired  for 
the  City  Solicitor  and  an  office  at  Field's  Corner  for 
the'Superintendent  of  Streets,  also  a  room  in  the 
Highlands  for  the  City  Surveyor,  and  a  room  has  been 
leased  in  the  building'  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  adjoining  that  of  the  Probate  Building,  for 
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IIk'  uses  ol'  I'robal.c  iiiid  Registry  ofliccs,  for  a  term  ol' 
lil'tci'ii  ,venrs,  at  an  aiiDual  rent  of  $1)()()()  jicr  aiiiimn. 

This  (Icpartnu'iit  lias  charge  of  a  lot  of  land  siliiatod 
on  Dartnioutli  street  and  Warren  aveinie,  containing 
(i'VJ)")!!  feet,  ptirehased  as  a  sife  for  a  high  sclioolliouse. 

( (rdered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNUAL    HKt'OllT     OP     THE     BOARD     OP     STKEKT    C'OM- 

MissroNEns. 

'I'he  annual  report  of  tlie  Board  of  Street  Coniniis- 
siaiiers  was  laid  liefore  tlu'  Board,  in  ))rint. 

'J'lie  re))ort  gives  a  sehedide  of  the  various  nieasincs 
before  the  l)oai'd  during  llu' .year  for  the  laying  old. 
extension  and  widening  of  streets,  with  the  action  of 
tlu^  board  thereon,  coniprisiug  sixty-six  dilferent 
projects.  The  estinuiteil  expense  of  the  various 
measures  ui)ou  which  action  was  taken,  c(nnprising 
the  widening  of   streets   in    the  burnt  district,  is  $',].- 

The  following  statement  is  given: 

'i'he  Board  of  Street  Commissiouers  have  given 
lieariiigs  during  the  iiast  yi'ar,  either  ou  petitions  or 
orders  of  notice,  u|)ou  most  of  the  improvements  I'c- 
ferred  to  iu  the  tidile  herewith  transmitted. 

The  important  and  long-scnight-foi-  improvement, 
the  extensicm  of  W'asliingtou  street  to  llaynuu'ket 
square,  urgX'd  by  oiu'  most  (uu:rgelic  business  nu'ii 
and  largest  taxpayers,  furuislies  a  direct,  nc'arly 
straight,  and  for  the  most  part  \ery  commodious 
street  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  the  other,  from  the 
Charles  Kiver  to  the  West  Hoxbury  line;  and  by  the 
widening  of  Warren  street  from  Dudley  to  Washing- 
tou  street,  in  the  Higlihmd  District,  which  may  be 
called  an  exteusion  of  Washington  street,  i)rovides  a 
direct  avenue  from  the  ( 'liarles  to  Nepousel  Klver. 
The  building  of  the  extension  of  A\  ashiugtou  .sti'eet 
northwardly  from  Cornhill  will,  in  consequence  of 
thereceid  lire,  be  delayed  beyond  ttie  time  originally 
t'onteniplated,  because  it  was  deemed  inadvisable  for 
tlie  present  to  dispossess  the  occupants  of  stores  on 
the  line  of  the  exrension  until  llie  rebuilding  of  the 
burnt  district  shall,  iu  some  degree,  be  completed. 

Tlie  wideuLug  of  South  Market  street  and  its  exten- 
sion to  Atlantic  avenue,  at  an  expense  of  .$282,453  50, 
seemed  to  be  absolutely  demanded  for  the  greatly  in- 
creased business  in  that  locality.  This  improvement 
was  previously  suhmifted  to  the  Council  by  resolve 
and  order,  but  did  not  receive  its  sanction,  nor  did 
the  contemplated  extensi(ni  of  Commerce  street. 

The  widening  of  Wilson's  lane  to  a  width  of  fifty 
feet  for  the  extension  of  Devonshire  street,  which  hail 
been  rejected  by  the  Council,  was  again  submitted  to 
it  and  sustained  by  great  unanimity.  This  extension 
of  Devonshire  strcefwill  atlord  great  relief  to  Wash- 
ington street,  furnishing,  as  it  does,  a  parallel  road- 
way from  Dock  square  to  the  extreme  south  end  of 
the  city,  on  a  nearly  level  grade,  generally  sought  for 
by  heavily  laden  teams.  A  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Beacli  street  on  the  southerly  side,  was 
sent  to  the  Council  and  rejected,  with  a  request  to 
furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  the  street 
on  the  northerly  side,  which  was  promptly  furnished 
by  the  Commissioners;  hut  the  Council  took  no  fur- 
ther action  in  the  premises.  It  is  admitted  by  all 
that  the  public  necessity  imperatively  requires  the 
widening  of  this  street,  being  aow  scarcely  thirty 
feet  wide,  while  all  the  horse  cars  coming  from  South 
Boston  pass  tlirough  it,  together  with  great  local 
travel,  the  only  question  at  issue  being  where  the 
widening  shoulcl  be  made. 

The  widening  of  Eniersou  street,  and  extending  it 
westerly  to  Second  street,  effectually  makes  the  lat- 
ter a  continuous  and  level  street  from  Federal  street 
to  the  "Point,"  affording  much  needed  facilities  for 
heavily  loaded  teams  from  the  city  proper  to  South 
Boston  Point. 

The  widening  of  Cottage  street,  in  the  Dorchester 
District,  has  been  called  for  by  every  consideration 
of  public  safety  for  years,  being,  as  it  was,  danger- 
ously narrow  at  points  where  it  curved,  and  where  at 
times  it  was  considerable  of  a  thoroughfare. 

The  County  Commissioners  of  N(U'folk  and  the 
selsctmen  of  Dorchester  had  this  widening  under 
advisement,  with  a  settled  determination  to  make  it, 
at  the  time  of  the  anuexatiou  of  Dorchester  to 
Boston, 

The  pressure  has  been  great  upon  the  board  to 
widen  and  straighten  streets  on  the  "burnt  district." 
some  jiersous  contending  that  the  streets  should  'le 
made  very  much  wider  than  formerly ;  while  others 
contend  equally  strong  that  these  streets  were  sutti- 
ciently  wide  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
or  are  likely  to  lie  used,  'i'he  board  has  imrsued  a  con- 
servative course,  widenhig  where  an  exigency  seemed 
to  exist,  and  straightening  when  necessary,  keeiiing 
in  view  the  future  wants  of  the  public,  endeavoring 
to  furnish  the  requisite  facilities  demanded  by  in- 
.  jDcreasing  busjiness  and  travel,  with  the  least  possible 


injury  or  inconvenience  to  tlie  almllers.  Thus  Wash- 
ington street  has  been  widened  on  the  hunit  district 
to  a  with  of  sixty  feet.  Snmme]-  street  has  been 
made  a.  nearly  unifonn  width  of  sixty  feet  from  Wash- 
ington street  to  Uroad  street,  it  being  somewhat 
wider  at  what  was  "Church  (ireen."  High  street  has 
been  widened  to  a  width  of  lifty  feet  between  Con- 
gress and  Pearl  streets,  to  make  it  conform  to  the 
width  at  other  jKiiuts,  and  the  widening  of  Purchase 
street,  coinmeiiced  prior  to  tlie  liri^  at  its  southerly 
cud,  lias  been  continued  iiortliwardly  to  Oliver  street, 
making  the  street  a  iiiiifoiin  width  all  the  way. 

All  tlie  street  iin])ro\  cmeiits  contemplated  for  the 
devastated  territory  have  been  already  made  by.  this 
board,  as  far  as  the  sur\  eyor  has  furuishi-d  the  neces- 
sary plans. 

(irdered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNUAL   WT2PORT   OP   THK   CHIEF-OF-POLIfE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Chief-of-Police  gives 
a  statement  of  tlie  Police  organizat  ion.  the  general 
divisions,  boundaries  of  districts,  officers  attached 
to  the  Central  Office  and  City  Prison,  with  the  olTicers 
and  patrolmen  cminecled  with  the  several  districts. 
The  maximuni  number  of  the  force  as  established  in 
-June  last  is  ,550  men.  but  at  jiri^sent  it  consists  of 
liut  .520  men,  as  follows: 

Chief's  Office,  City  Prison,  City  Hall  Watch  and  Su- 
perintendent's room,  25;  District  No,  1,  49;  District 
No,  2,  71;  No.  H,  .51;  No.  4,  70;  No.  .5,  5:J;  No.  6,  53: 
No.  7,  ;^0;  No.  8,  20;  No.  9,  3(1;  No.  10, :«;  No.  11,  34. 
Total,  520. 

The  11  umber  of  the  force  at  the  lieginuing  of  the 
year  was  ttis  men,  rank  and  file.  During  the  year, 
four  men  have  died,  2(i  have  retired  frfun  thi'  depart- 
ment, and  K2  new  officers  have  been  added  to  the 
force.  Notwithslaudiug  the  increase  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  causes  for  discharge,  tine  or  reprimand 
have  been  less  than  for  several  years  past. 

In  the  work  of  the  Police  the  following  statements 
are  given: 

Arrests.  27,902:  males.  22.109;  females,  .5733;  Amer- 
icans, 9216;  foreigners,  lH,(i8();  non-residents,  0774; 
minors,  .5:^20;  commitments.  17,018,  Lodgers.';i6,059; 
males,  ;il, 242;  females,  4817;  Americans,  14,074;  for- 
eigners, 21,;585;  non-residents,  28,773;  minors,  .5044, 
Amount  of  property'takeiifrom  prisoners 

and  lodgers,  and  restored  to  thein !ii78,153  10 

.  Amount  of  proiierly  reported  stolen  in 

"     ttie  city $63,801  00 

Amount  recov-ered,  stolen,  iu   and  out  of 

tlie  city $70,014  00 

Aggregate  amoiinl    of    lines  imposed  by 

tlie  courts $69,746  00 

Aggregate     iniprisoiinieiil     imposed     liy 

same ".   146'^  yi's.  4  mos. 

Xniiilier  of  ilays  s|K'iit  ill  ciiiirt 12,840 

Aiiiiiiiii!  of  uiuiess  tee.- (Mriied .■S16.IAXJ  49 

>;iimlici-  ol  iarceiiies    re]i()iied  iu  tlie  cily  2.495 

Xunilier  of  arriwts  for  same ".  1,575 

Amount  recehed  for  dog  licenses S10,5B7  5U 

The  iJi'iucipal  causes  for  which  arrests  were  made 
were  as  follows; 

Adultery,  :i2;  assault  and  battery,  2019;  felonious 
assault,  2138;  assault  im  an  olhcer,  32;  attempt  to 
rescue  a  prisoner,  22;  breaking  anil  entering,  05;  com- 
mon drunkard,  481:  delirium  tremens,  .50;  disorderly, 
5::i8();  disturbing  the  jieace,  4ti8;  drunkenness,  11,220; 
embezzlement,  51;  forgery,  22;  fraud.  :J4;  gaming  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  04;  housebreaking,  40;  idle  and  dis- 
orderly, 257;  insane.  221;  keeping  houses  of  ill  fame. 
04;  noisy  and  disiu'derly  houses.  31 ;  simple  larceny, 
1155:  felonious  larceny.  477;  larceny  at  tire.  70;  mali- 
cious mischief.  202;  ninrder,  11;  night  walking,  173; 
receiving  stolen  goods,  05;  robbery,  1 15:  shop  breaking, 
231:  stubborn  childi'en,  71;  suspicion  of  larceny,  :^55; 
suspicious  persons.  18IK:  truancy.  207;  vagrancy,  274; 
violation  of  city  ordinances.  :^71 ;  violation  of  Sunday 
law,  300;  witnesses,  :^98. 

lender  the  liead  niiscellaneous  are  the  following 
statistics: 

Accidents  reported,  814;  arrested  on  wun'antia,  24'l'l; 
buildings  found  open  and  secured.  2014:  cases  investi- 
gated, 0129:  dangerous  buildings  reported,  .50:  dead 
liodies  found,  1(15:  desective  drains  and  vaults  re- 
ported, 1023:  defective  laiuiis,  -t(i97:  drfeclive  streets 
and  sidewalks.  3829:  disturbances  sujijiressed,  (i.5:^0; 
tires  extinguished  witlunit  alarm,  197:  intoxicated 
persons  assisted  home,  1778:  lost  children  restored, 
1175;  rescui'd  from  drowiiiug.  :W;  sick  and  injureil 
jiersons  assisted.  :!74;  smallixix  cases  rejiorleil.  18:^2; 
sti-ay  teams  put  iq),  270:  street  obstriiclions  removed. 
25,]i)5;  vessels  boarded.  .517;  water  riinniug  to  waste 
reported.  :!39. 

By  the  reiiorts  of  the  various  superintendents  it 
ainiears  that  tliere  are  licensed  (ilO  carriages.  317(> 
wagons.  00  pawnbrokers.  191  second-hand  dealers,  59 
intelligence  oflices,  Kl  auctioneers,  .52  liilliai'd  and 
bowling  lialls,  with  201  tables  and  alleys,  285  street 
fruit  stands,  355  minors,  newsboys,  etc.  ' 
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The  whole  number  of  permits  issued  during  the 
year  for  permission  to  occuijy  portions  of  streets  for 
building  was  13f)9. 

Building  Iinpivvemeats.  The  building  improve- 
ments in  the  several  Police  Districts  dui'ing  the  year 
were  as  follows: 

a 

"^C  *^'S  -"O  -w  =  3i-»J 

rin  ffi.^  Wo  Ui  *-'  -t-cc 

5-fc;  oS  O  it  OO  OO 

COCO  OFQ  Qp            OE-i  HO 

1 9      $49,300 9  $49,300 

2....    6  $595,000     1         25,000 1  620,000 

3,...    1  ,50,000    32  823,000     2           4,300  35  877,300 

4....  14  885,000   75  2,007,200     2           5,100  91  2,897,300 

5....    9  197.000  159  l,379,0ai     4         11,000  172  1,587,000 

«....    1  80,000    59  633,300  195       625,900  255  1,;«9.200 

7 ....    19  261,000  206       646,080  225  907,080 

8 ....      2  22,800     1           4.500  3  27,300 

^9  ...    8  170,000    50  551,ai0108       460,050  166  1,181,050 

10....    1  10,000  215  1,350.000    62       226,500  278  1,586,500 

11....    1  3.1.H.I0    63  507,000  275    1,793.600  :«9  2,303,600 

Tot'I.41  $1,990,000  684  $7,608,000  855  $3,777,030  1,580  $13,375,630 

Police  Association.  Number  of  members,  412;  total 
receipts  .fnoil  75,  which,  with  other  funds,  amounted 
to  $14,727  O.j:  i)aid  to  sick,  $2400 — worth  of  associa- 
tion $12,6ie  70. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Police  Department  for  the 
year  were  as  follows: 

Pay-rolls  of  otlicers , $441,851  137 

Care  of  stations 3,667  82 

Fuel 2,251  63 

Gas 4,038  49 

Water 770  10 

Furniture  and  carpets 2,818  41 

Medical  attendance  on  sick  and  iujured  persons      1,625  75 

Printing  and  stationery 1,194  30 

Repairs  on  police  telcKraph 598  02 

iindry  expenses 18,404  40 

Total  tor  nine  months $477,220  29 

Balance  in  treasury 192,779  71 

Total  appropriation $670,aX)  00 

Included  in  the  foregoing  statements  of  expendit- 
ures is  the  sum  of  ifl7,4.5(i  25,  expended  for  pay  of 
special  police  and  for  other  purposes  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  World's  Peace  Jubilee  in  June  and  July; 
and  the  sum  of  .$4,971  22.  for  extra  expenses  conse- 
cpient  on  the  great  tire  in  November. 

The  Chief  of  Police  discusses  the  questions  of  sta- 
tion houses,  in  some  of  which  improvements  are  de- 
sired, of  har1)or  police  boats,  police  telegraph,  jiolice 
pistols,  transportation  of  prisoners,  the  insane,  night 
walking,  intemperance,  "our  police  system  and  the 
events  of  1872.""  etc. 

By  a  report  of  the  police  captains  of  the  several 
districts,  there  are  2708  places  in  this  city  where  in- 
toxicating drinks  are  sold,  divided  into  four  classes, 
as  follows:  Hotels,  54:  groceries,  where  no  bar  is 
kept,  but  where  liquors  are  sold  in  connection  with 
other  trade.  1119;  bar  rooms,  where  there  is  a  bar,  and 
liquor  is  the  principal  article  of  trade.  1:^06;  jug 
rooms,  where  there  is  no  bar,  but  where  liquor  is  the 
principal  article  of  trade,  289.  In  this  classification 
beer  is  reckoned  as  intoxicating  liquor,  because  so 
many  say  they  got  drunk  on  beer,  and  this  article  is 
usually  sold  where  other  liquors  are  kept. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNUAL.  REPORT   OF   THE   CITY   SURVEYOR. 

The  annual  report    of    the  City  Surveyor  was  laid 

before  the  Board  in  print.     The  expenditures   during 

the  year  were  as  follows: 

Fi'om  appropriation  foi'  City  Surveyor's  Depart- 
ment   $24,672  93 

From  appropriation  tor  survey  of  Roxbury 6,101  32 

Dorchester. . . .     4,989  75 

Total $35,764  W 

In  these  amounts,  the  salaries  in  the  City  Surveyor's 
Department,  for  Surveyor  and  twenty  employes  in 
ofKce,  amounted  to  $21,842  fi7;  books,  stationery, 
drawing  paper,  etc..  $98(i  92:  incidental  expenses, 
$(i40  98;  instruments  and  repairs,  $517.  In  Roxbury, 
Surveyor  and  assistants,  twelve  persons,  $5,374;  Dor- 
chester, Surveyor,  and  assistants,  seven  persons, 
$3934  35.  Average  number  of  persons  employed  in 
ojiice,  21 ;  Roxbury,  12;  Dorchester,  7.    Total,  40. 

Surveys,  plans  and  profiles  have  been  made  in  the 
department  during  the  year,  not  including  the  sec- 
tional plans  made  in  tlie  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
districts,  of  which  specific  mention  is  made.  These 
comprise  work  on  the  Suffolk-street  District  and  on 
Fort  Hill  and  in  the  city  proper,  on  fifty-eight  mat- 
ters in  various  streets,  places,  etc.;  in  South  Boston. 
thirty;  East  Boston,  eleven;  in  Roxbury.  fifty-five, 
and  in  Dorchester,  fifty-three. 

lioxbiD'u  Disiiict.  The  survey  of  the  Roxbury 
District,  commenced  in  July,  18119,  was  completed 
early  in  the  fall  of  the  past  year,  its  duration  having 


been  almost  three  years;  in  which  time  from 
one  to  four  parties,  of  three  persons  each,  have  been 
employed.  Since  the  completion  of  the  survey  the 
office  at  Roxbury  has  been  continued  as  a  branch  of 
the  City  Surveyor's  oifice. 

The  total  cost  of  the  survey  has  been  $18,620,  of 
which  $15,1)83  87  was  for  salaries  and  the  balance  for 
materials,  repairs,  instruments  and  incidental  ex- 
penses. 

It  was  originally  estimated  that  one  hundred  and 
and  thirty  sectional  plans,  forty  by  fifty-two  inches — 
the  scale  being  twenty  feet  to  an  inch— would  be  suf- 
ficient to  cover  all  the  ground  to  be  surveyed.  This 
estimate  was  afterwards  found  to  be  too  small,  in 
consequence  of  the  laying  out  of  new  streets  through 
laiul  which  was  vacant  at  the  time  the  estimate  was 
nuide,  together  with  the  change  in  the  boundary  line 
between  Brookline  and  Boston,  by  which  more  terri- 
tory requiring  a  survey  was  added — increasing  the 
luimber  of  sectional  plans  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  one  hundred  and  sixtj'-three,  the  number  ac- 
tually comijleted. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  survey  the  force  was 
reduced  to  two  parties  of  three  persons  each.  These 
have  been  employed  on  surveys  of  streets  which  have 
been  laid  out  and  built  upon  in  those  sections  of 
Roxbury  which  were  first  surveyed;  in  giving  lines 
for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  to  parties 
erecting  buildings  or  walls  upon  or  near  the  street 
lines:  and  in  making  special  plans  for  street  exten- 
sions and  widenings.  For  the  use  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  a  large  plan  of  Roxbury  six 
by  seven  feet,  on  a  scale  of  two  hundred  feet  to  the 
inch  has  been  made:  and  otheis  will  probably  be  re- 
quired for  the  City  Surveyor's  and  the  Roxbury 
office. 

Dorchester  District.  The  survey  of  the  Dorchestei 
District  was  begun  in  November,  1869,  just  previous 
to  the  annexation  of  the  town,  by  order  of  the  select- 
men, and  finished  about  the  first,  of  September,  1872, 
at  a  total  cost,  including  that  expended  by  the  town, 
of  $15,190  21.  Since  the  completion  of  the  survey 
the  office  at  Field's  Corner  has  been  continued  as  a 
branch  office. 

During  the  gi'eater  part  of  the  year  the  force  em- 
ployed has  averaged  about  seven  persons,  consisting 
of  two  surveying  parties  and  a  draughtsman,  and  for 
about  four  months  of  two  draught.^men. 

On  the  completi<m  of  ihe  survey  the  force  was  re- 
duced to  one  pai'ty  of  surveyors,  the  draughtsmen 
being  continued  to  copy  an  extra  set  of  plans  for  the 
use  of  that  office. 

The  survey  is  shown  on  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
sectional  plans,  three  feet  by  four  feet  in  size,  on  a 
scale  of  forty  feet  to  an  inch.  During  the  pa.st  year 
the  out-door  work  of  the  survey  has  been  finished, 
and  about  ninety  sectional  plans  have  been  complet- 
ed, two  sets  of  copies  being  made,  one  for  the  use  of 
the  Street  Commissioners,  the  other  for  A  he  Dorchest- 
er oftice. 

A  large  plan,  about  six  feet  by  four  feet  in  size, 
showing  the  whole  territory  embraced  in  the  survey, 
on  a  scale  of  400  feet  to  the  inch,  is  nearly  finished. 

A  consi(leral)le  amount  of  miscellaneous  work  has 
also  iK'en  done  for  the  Street  Commissioners  and 
other  depai'fments  of  the  City  Government. 

A  large  amount  of  perplexing  work  will  bo  required 
in  defining  and  deciding  upon  the  street  lines,  which 
are  in  a  very  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory  condition. 
The  plans  show  the  lines  only,  as  existing  on  the 
ground,  except  where  streets  have  been  recently  laid 
out  or  widened. 

A  large  number  of  new  streets  which  have  been 
laid  out  and  built  by  private  owners  during  the  past 
few  years  have  not  been  included  in  the  regular  sur- 
vey. These,  so  far  as  the  exact  lines  can  be  ascer- 
tained, will  now  be  added  to  the  sectional  plans  as 
rapidly  as  the  other  work  of  the  office  will  i)ermit. 

As  a  general  rule  the  fronts  only  of  the  buildings 
■standing  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  streets  have 
been  shown  on  the  plans.  It  is  now  proposed  to  put 
on  all  the  building  and.  to  some  extent,  the  division 
lines  of  estates,  as  they  will  be  of  use  in  laying  out 
any  proposed  system  of  new  streets.  V^'^ork^on  these 
additions  has  been  commenced. 

The  Paving  Department  has  required  a  party  of 
three  persons  to  do  the  current  work  in  the  Dor- 
chester District,  making  plans  and  profiles,  giving 
grades  and  making  estimates  of  work  done  under  the 
dii'ection  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  party  employed  for  the  Paving  Department  has 
also,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  -commenced  a 
system  of  levels  ftn-  the  i)urpose  of  showing  "contour 
lines"  ten  feet  apart,  vei-tically,  on  the  general  plan 
of  the  Dorchester  District.  When  completed  this 
will  be  a  valuable  topographical  plan. 

Halleck-st reel  Distnct .  This  low  territory  in  Rox- 
bury, lying  between   Tremont,  Ruggles,   Parker  and 
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ProntiBs  streets,  contains  about  twonty-ei'sht  acres, 
))cinif  nearly  as  large  as  the  Suffolk- street  District. 
'I'lu'  city  was  antluirized,  by  an  act  ot  the  L<>i,qslature 
of  1872  "to  take  the  estates  within  this  territory,  and 
raise  the  grade  of  the  streets  and  lots  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  im])rovcments  made  in  tlu'  ChurehaiKl 
Sntl'olk  street  districts.  The  general  grade  ot  the  in- 
terior i)()rtion  of  the  territory  not  liiiill.  ui)on.  which 
is  mostly  marsh,  is  at  grade  of  about  ten  feel  above 
mean  low  water.  It  is  proposed  to  fill  the  cellars  and 
yards  to  grade  14,— two  feet  higher  than  those  of  the 
Church  and  Suft'olk  street  districts,  in  order  to  insure 
a  proper  fall  in  the  sewers  to  tide-water,—  this  terri- 
tory being  much  farther  from  the  outlet  of  (he  sewers 
than  either  of  those  districts.  The  grades  of  the 
streets  will  l)e  fixed  according  to  circumstances,  hut 
nowhere  helow  "IS."' 

The  Oity  Surveyor  was  directed  by  the  committee 
on  drainage  of  the  low  districts,  early  in  the  year, 
to  make  surveys  and  plans  of  the  entire  district, 
showing  all  the'estates  and  buildings;  and  also  pro- 
tiles  with  proposed  grades,  showing  the  height  each 
building  is  to  he  raised. 

This  survey  was  commenced,  and  a  great  amount 
of  time  and  labor  spent  upon  it;  but  the  work  was 
delayed  on  account  of  the  ditliculty  found  in  deter- 
mining the  boundary  lines  of  estates,'  as  many  of  the 
landmarks  were  obliterated  by  the  filling  of  the  creek, 
and  there  heing  many  disputed  lines  of 'ownership. 

The  survey  would  have  been  completed,  however, 
before  the  |.close  of  the  year  had  it  not  been  for  the 
great  lire  of  the  !)th  of  November. 

The  Biirii'  MslncL  Immediately  after  the  lire, 
this  department  was  called  upon  for  a  plan  of  the 
whole  district,  for  the  use  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers and  City  (jovernment,  showing  the  streets,  es- 
tates, and  owners'  names. 

Such  a  plan  was  soon  made,  bj'  compiling  informa- 
tion already  in  this  department;  it  being,  however, 
only  approximately  correct,  as  no  accurate  survey  of 
the  whole  district  had  been  made. 

As  it  was  soon  decided  that  the  entire  territory 
could  not  be  taken  by  the  city  and  relaid  out  into  a 
new  system  of  streets'and  avenues,  the  City  Surveyor 
was  called  upon  to  propose  a  scheme  of  improving  the 
existing  streets  by  widening,  straightening,  and  ex- 
tending them. 

These  proposed  street  improvements  were  drawn 
without  sufficient  time  being  allowed  for  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  as  there  was  a  great  desire 
to  have  something  proposed  at  once;  and  the  lines  as 
proposed  on  this  plan  were  shown  more  as  a  sugges- 
tion than  as  a  plan  to  be  finally  adopted.  The  result 
has  been  that  several  of  the  proposed  lines  have  been 
considerably  modified,  although  some  of  them  have 
,  been  adopted  as  originally  drawn. 

(ireat  difficulty  has  been  met  with  in  the  surveys. 
in  determining  the  old  lines  of  the  streets,  as  in  many 
cases  the  front  foundation  walls  were  entirely  demol- 
ished and  the  sidewalks  broken  down  by  the  falling 
of  buildings,  leaving  no  vestige  of  where  the  former 
fronts  of  the  buildings  existed.  Also  the  divisicm 
walls  between  estates  were  so  buried  up  by  the  debris 
of  bniklino-s  destroyed  by  tlie  fire,  as  to  cause  C(m."id- 
erable  additional  time  and  labor  in  making  the  sur- 
veys. 

The  following-named  streets  were  sun-(>yed,  the 
takings  accurately  measured  i)rcvious  to  the  first  of 
January,  and  the' orders  widening  them  have  since 
passed  the  City  Goyernment.  viz..  Washington.  Sum- 
mer, High,  Purchase,  and  I.indall  streets. 

Surveys  of  several  other  streets  within  the  district 
have  been  partially  comiileted.  and  will  soon  be  ready 
for  action  by  the  Street  Commissioners. 

Eight  entries  have  been  made  in  the  record  book 
during  the  year  for  determining  the  true  meridian 
line,  and  the  average  variati(m  recorded  is  11"  (H)'  47" 
west  of  north.  The  foregoing  statement  of  surveys, 
plans,  etc..  was  but  a  portion  of  the  work  performed 
during  the  vear,  much  of  the  wtn'k  being  of  a  miscel- 
laneous na'ture.  The  City  Surveycn' still  acts  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

The  classification  of  indexed  jdans  gives  the  num- 
ber as  :i827,  besides  which  there  arc  many  plans  not 
indexed,  comprising  a  set  of  fifty-two  of"  the  streets 
of  East  Boston,  forty  of  the  stre'ets  of  South  Boston, 
also  plans  of  twenty-foot  streets  in  South  Bosttm, 
and  the  bound  volumes  of  plans  and  profiles  have 
been  increased  by  additions  of  copies  of  plans  by  the 
annexation  of  Roxbury  and-Dorchester.  These'com- 
))rise  seventeen  which  are  classified  as  "Old."  thirty 
as  "New,"  and  three  volumes  of  insurance  i)lans. 
showing  widths  of  streets  and  location  of  buildings 
in  Boston  i)roper,  and  parts  of  Cambridge.  Charles- 
town,  Hoxbnry,  East  Boston  and  South  Boston. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

HEAKING   ON   ORDKR  OF  NOTICE. 

The  hearing  on  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  the 


Bay  State  Suspender  Company,  for  leave  to  locate 
.■ind  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  '^-I  Knee- 
lan<l  street,  was  taken  up.  No  person  appearing  in 
rel.'ition  thereto,  the  re]jort  was  recommitted. 

UNKINISIIBI)  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Ordei'  to  pay  heirs  of  Charles  Stimpson  $1275.  for 
land  taken  to  widen  Cottage  street  (Ward  1(1). 

Order  to  pay  Catherine  J.  Cadogan  $42,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  Warren  street. 

Order  to  ])ay  .1.  1.  Bowdilch  $()7()0,  for  land  taken  to 
u iden  Summer  street. 

Order  to  pay  .1.  F.  Wilson  $7760.  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Summer  street. 

Order  to  pay  the  Merchants"  Exchange  Company 
$]."). 540,  fen-  land  taken  to  widen  Lindall  street. 

PAPERS    PROM    THE    COMMON  OOHNCIL. 

The  following  resolve  and  orders  were  severally 
passed,  in   concurrence: 

Resolve  requesting  the  Board  of  Health  to  ajiply  to 
City  Council  foi-  any  additional  powers  or  facilities 
for  transaction  of  business  whicli  they  may  need. 

Order  to  pay  .)ohn  L.  Brigham  $7.50,  for  services  as 
bookkeeper   on  Suffolk-street  District. 

Order  to  pay  Lucius  W.  Knights  $;^U0.  for  services 
as  Assistant  'Su|)erintendent  "on  Suffolk-street  Dis- 
trict. 

Order  for  Trustees  of  Public  Library  to  open  the 
reading  room  on  Sundays  from  2  to  9  P.  M.  Referred 
to  <'ominittee  on  the  Librai'y. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  Joint  Committee  to 
nominate  a  City  Solicitor,  to  which  Aldermen  Power 
and  Brown  were  joined. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  Joint  Ccmimittee  to 
nominate  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  to  which  Al- 
dermen Clark  and  Hulbert  were  joined. 

The  report  (ju  disposition  of  the  several  topics  iu 
the  Mayor's  address  was  accepted  in  C(mcurrence. 

The  order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  extending  Lambert  avenue  to  Dudley 
street  was  referred  to  the  Johit  Committee  on  Streets. 
in  concurrence. 

The  notice  of  the  organization  of  the  Board  of 
Health  on  January  15,  187.3.  by  the  appointment  of 
Alonzo  W.  Boardman  as  Chairman,  and  Charles  E. 
Davis,  Jr.,  as  Clerk,  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

ADDXTIONAl,   APPROPRIATIONS   FOR   SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
made  a  request  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  ten 
ihousand  dollars  for  that  department,  to  defray  the 
necessary  e.\i)eiises  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial 
year. 

There  has  been  exiJi'uded  from  the  ajipiopriation  of 
$150.0(10  the  sum  of  .$14i».8!17  '.((i. 
Tlie  sewei's  now  Ijuilding  in   licmp  street  will  re- 

i|uirc  alioui  ; $5.0(10 

The  running  e.N'penscK  ot   tlie   department   to  Isl  of 

Ma  V :5,01m 

There  is  now  (hie  on  imiiaid  liills ".i.iHiU 

SUl.OtiO 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Alderman  (Jatheld   announced   that   the  Committee 

on  Accounts  had  made   choice  of   Alderman  Clark  as 

chairman. 

REPORTS   op     COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
mode  reports  on  api)lications  relating  to  stables  as 
follows:  Leave  to  Lorenzo  1).  Benner  to  occnjjy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  rear  of  124  Dudley 
street;  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  II.  A.  Stev- 
ens and  others  against  the  stable  of  Robert  Crosby  on 
White  street,  action  having  been  taken  Dec.  5.  1872. 
Severally  aceei)ted. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  fol- 
lows: Chester  II.  (iraves,  to  manufacture  spir- 
ituous and  intoxicating  liquors;  New  York 
Circns,  to  give  exhibitions  in  this  city,  Soutli 
Bostfui  and'' East  Boston,  in  May  next;  Henry 
O.  Dockham  and  J,  II.  Cummings,  as  auctioneers; 
to  certain  p(u-sons,  for  wagcm  licenses,  as  a  ])awn- 
broker,  and  for  the  transfer  of  billiard  licenses, 
wagon  license;  also,  leave  to  withdraw  on  jietition  of 
William  Arman,  for  leave  to  give  a  sparring  exhibi- 
tion at  Sumner  Hall;  also  an  order  to  revoke  the 
license  of  Henry  J.  Morie,  to  keep  an  intelligence 
office.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Po\ver.  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 
rei)(n-ted  an  order  conlinning  an  assc-ssment  on  Oi'- 
h'ans  street,  ainouiiting  to  .$502  12.  The  re])(n-t  was 
accepted,  and  the  cn-der  was  jiassed. 

Aldei-maii  Sayward  U-mn  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  liuildiiigs.  acting  upon  an  order  from 
the  City  Council  dated  October  .'5(1.1872,  namely,  to 
purchase  u  lot  of  land  on  the  eorner  of  Wiiislovv  and 
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Dudley  streets  and  erect  thereon  an  engine  house  for 
Engine  Company  No.  12,  made  a  report  tliat  they 
ha\e  i)iirchased  the  land  agreeable  to  tlie  above  order 
for  the  sum  of  $it73fi,  leaving  a  balance  of  $18,26-1 
from  the  special  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
$2S,000. 

They  having  teceived  estimates  for  the  erection  of 
the  building  and  find  that,  owing  to  the  advance  in 
huilding  material  since  the  fire,  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance will  not  be  suliicicnt  to  complete  the  building; 
but  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $3000  will  be 
required. 

In  order  that  the  building  may  be  commenced  as 
soon  as  pos^sible,  as  the  old  building  is  soon  to  be  de- 
molished, they  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Oidered',  1  bat  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Pinauee, 
the  sum  of  .$3000;  to  be  added  to  the  appropriati<m  for 
Engine  House  No.  12. 

■  'I'he  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Alderman  Q,uincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Count}' 
Accounts,  to  whom  were  referred  tlie  petitions  of 
Thomas  L.  Hall  worth  and  Caroline  T.  N  orris,  to  he 
paid  for  land  taken  to  widen  Wai^hington  avenue  in 
Chelsea,  made  a  report  as  follows: 

In  1871,  tiie  County  Commissioners  for  the  County 
of  Middlesex,  acting  under  tlie  autliority  conferred 
upon  them  I)v  the  General  Statutes,  sect.  li4,  chap.  17, 
establit^hed  ii  highway  in  the  city  of  Cheli^ea  and  the 
town  of  North  cTielsea,  and  subsequently  nuide  a  reu- 
uisilion  upon  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  chargeable  to  tlie  County  of  Suffolk. 
This  assessment  was  in  accordance  with  an  arrange- 
ment entered  into  between  Boston  and  the  other 
portions  of  Suffolk  County  in  1831,  the  substantial 
provisions  of  which  were  incorjiorated  into  the  Gen- 
eral Stiitutes  of  1850,  as  follows: 

■'Sec.  3,  chap.  17.  In  the  County  of  Suffolk  the 
real  and  personal  estate  which  on-  or  before  the  ■23d  of 
June,  1831,  belonged  or  was  deemed  and  taken  to  be- 
long to  said  county,  shall  belong  to  or  be  vested  in  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  city  of  Clielsea  and  towns  of 
North  Chelsea  and  Winthrop  shall  have  no  right,  title 
of  interest  therein." 

"See.  (i,  JOid.  In  the  County  of  Suffolk  the  court 
houses,  jails,  house  of  correction,  tire-i)roof  offices 
and  other  necessary  public  buildings  for  tlie  use  of  the 
county  shall  be  provided  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
said  city  shall  pay  all  county  charges."' 

Although  requisitions  for  the  iniymeut  of  expenses 
•for  laying  out  county  roads  had  been  assessed  upon 
this  city  previous  to  1871,  the  amounts  assessed  were 
so  small  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  had 
not  been  attracted  particularly  to  the  sub.iect.  In 
this  case  the  assessment  amounted  to  about  .f:W,.500, 
and  the  Oovernmeiit  of  last  year  recognizing  the  in- 
justice which  was  being  done  to  the  taxpayers  of  this 
city,  applied  to  the  Legislature  to  be  relieved  from 
future  assessments  for  such  luirposes.  An  act  was 
accordingly  passed,  chap,  ill,  1872,  adding  to  the  sixth 
section,  as  quoted  above,  the  following  words: 

"No  part  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  laying 
out,  widening,  alteration,  discontinuance,  building  or 
repair  of  any  highway,  bridge  or  other  way  of  travel 
in  tlie  city  of  Chelsea,  or  the  towns  of  lievere  and 
Winthrop,  shall  be  assessed  upon  tlie  county, of  Suf- 
folk, in  the  city  of  Boston." 

A  porti<ui  of  the  damages  estimated  by  the  Middle- 
sex County  Commissioners,  iji  their  requisition  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1872,  was  paid  last  year, 
and  for  the  purp'ose  of  completing  the  payments,  the 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order,  covering  all  the  cases  in  which  certificates 
have  been  recei\cd  from  the  proper  authorities  show- 
ing that  possession  has  been  taken  of  the  property  for 
which  damages  were  allowed: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  following- 
named  jiersons  the  sum  set  against  their  respective 
names  for  damages  caused  by  "taking  land  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  Washington  avenue  in  the  city 
of  Chelsea,  by  an  order  of  the  County  Commissioners 
of  the  Countv  of  Middlesex,  passed  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  January,  1872.  upon  their  giving  an  acquittance 
and  discharge'for  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses 
caused  to  and  incurred  by  them,  on  account  of  said 
takings;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  viz.: 

William  C!hristv,  $7.5:  Samuel  F.  Nottage,  $.52:. 
Henry  H.  Hall.  .$47:  Joliii  Dodd,  ,$44;  J.  T.  Bailey, 
$49:  Caleb  Pratt.  .'j;50:  Oren  W.  Fiske.  ,$47:  Thomas 
L.  Hallworth,  $::i8;  George  E,  Ciolesworthy,  $:35;  Tar- 
rant M.  Beal,  $95;  Henry  C.  Clayton,  .$()5;  Louisa  J. 
Manuel,  $65;  Caroline  T.  Norris,  ,$65;  (.ieorge  A.  Pat- 
rick. $65:  Hoseallslev.  Jr.,  $70;  MaryE.  Center,  $80; 
David  E.  Mavo,  $;^'2o;  Thomas  H.  Carruth,  $190: 
Joseph  H.  Sanford.  $235;  Mary  M.  Fawcett.  $70:  J. 
D.  Farnum,  .$80:  J.  E.  M.  Oilley,  $205:  William  H. 
Hollis,   $1.50;  A.  J.  Hilbourne,  $.500;  heirs  of  Joshua 


Carter,  .$.3000;  William  G.  Thwaife,  $200;  J.W.  Cook- 
son,  .$'200:  Job  H.  Wilkinson,  assignee  of  J.  O,  Blake, 
$675;  William  Boydeu.  $:i50;  George  C.  Bosson,  $1,500; 
.lames  Hlaisdal(',$':i5il;  John  Magee,  $.500:  Chelsea  High- 
land C(nn]):inv,  $l(i-20;  Hamlet  ]5ates,  $1,500;  William  II. 
Low, $180:  J.'H.  Kibbev,  $180;  Oliver  Calef,$600;  Hen- 
rv  Blade,  $180:  Thomas  H.  Greeley,  $5.50;  Silas  K.  Cur- 
ry, $450;  Mellon  Chamberlain,  $800:lvorv  Wells,  $100; 
Charles  E.Cook,  $250;  Gardner  Brewer,  $600;  A.  S. 
Mclntire,  $100;  George  W.  (Jerrish,  $1,500:  JJ.  C.  Pratt, 
$600. 
The  order  was  read  once. 

NOMINATION   AND   ELECTION   OF   OFFICERS. 

Alderman  (iaffield,  from  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  candidates  for  Directors 
for  Public  Instituticuis.  made  a  report  in  part,  by  rec- 
omniendiug  the  election  of  the  following-named  per- 
sons as  reiiresentatives  of  the  City  (Jonncil  on  said 
board; 

Board  of  Aldermen — Williatn  Sayward. 

Common   Council — William  E.    Bicknell,  Cyrus  A.^ 

Page-  ,     '  i:,iiu,'l 

Th(!  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  resulting  ,&s 
follows:  'j^i 

Whole  uunibin-  of  votes 13;  i. 

AUlerniau  William  Sayward 12 

Couucihnaii  Cyrus  A.  Page 10 

William  E.  liickiiell '..:.. ...8 

"  Beiijauiin  Dean 3 

"  Freilerick  Pease S 

Alderman  Sayward  and  Messrs.  Page  and  BickneU 
were  declared  to  be  elected. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
apiiointed  to  nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  made  a  report  in  part,  recom- 
mending the  election  of  the  following-named  persons 
as  representatives  of  the  City  Council   on  said  board: 

Alderman — Alanson  Bigelow. 

Councilmen — (Jeorge  L.  Burt,  Charles  Darrow. 

The  report  was  acceiited,  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  an  eU-ctioii.  when  the  several  persons  named  were 
elected  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Alderniau  Bigelow.  from  the  joint  special  commit, 
tee,  to  nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  made  a  report  in  part  l)y  recommending 
the  election  of  the  following-named  persons  to  rep- 
resent the  City  (.'onncil  cm  said  board: 

Alderman— Jolin  T.  Clark. 

Councilmen — William  E.  Perkins,  Charles  A.  Bur- 
ditt. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  several  jjersons 
11,'imed  were  elected  by  eleven  votes  each. 

Alderman  Bigelow.  from  the  joint  special  eommit- 
tee  to  nominate  candidates  for  the  Cochituiite  H'ater 
Boai-d.  made  a  report  in  jiart.  recommending  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following-named  persons  as  representa- 
tives of  tlie  City  Council  on  said  board: 

Alderman  —  Leonard  K.    (^utter. 

Councilmen  — Edward  P.  WUbur,  William  G. 
Thacher, 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Alderman  Cutter  was 
elected  liy  eleven  votes,  and  the  others  by  twelve 
votes  eacli. 

OltDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  whene-\er  the  Committee  on  Streets 
of  this  Board  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city 
to  refer  claims  for  damages  or  betterments  relating  to 
the  laying  out  and  widening  of  streets  to  arbitration 
for  sertleinent,  the  said  committee  is  hereby  author- 
ized so  to  refer  such  claimSj  with  the  approval  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solicitor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  contract  from  time  to  time  for  the  pur- 
chase and  exchange  of  horses,  the  supply  of  hay, 
grain,  pa^•ing  stones,  gra\el  and  other  materials  re- 
quired for  tile  operations  of  the  Paving  Department, 
during  the  present  municiiial  year. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  lay  flagging  crosswalks  on  the  public 
streets  of  the  city,  when  deemed  expedient  by  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  be  au- 
thorized to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on~  any  por- 
tions of  public  streets  when  the  abutters  desire  them 
set  and  will  pay  one-half  the  cost  thereof;  also,  to 
pave  the  gutters  on  jiulilic  streets  when  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be; 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  number  or  renumber  any  street,  court  or 
place  within  tlie  city  limits,  whenever,  in  the  opinion 
of  said  committee.'  the  public  convenience  will  be 
promoted  thereby. 

Ordered,  That'  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
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Pavhij^,  ff)  erpcf  fwii'os  in  front  of  viicaiit.  lots  on 
pnlilic  streets,  where  the  piiblie  safety  I'eqnire,  the 
^^anie. 

OrcU'i-ed,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
aiitliorized,  under  tile  direetion  of  the  Coniniitlee  on 
raviufi,  to  ;;i-ant  permits  for  nioviiifj;- huildinsjs  thronjih 
(he  public  streets  of  the  city. 

(Jrdered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  grunt  penults  to  open  the  streets,  in 
aceorduuee  witli  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  streets. 

■  Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
relating  to  the  improvement  on  Fort  Hill  be  referred 
to  a  siJeeial  committee,  consisting  of  the  chairmen  of 
the  committees  on  Streets,  Paving  and  Sewers,  to  be 
called  the  Special  Committee  on  Fort  Hill  Improve- 
ment, with-aufhority  to  e.\ercise  all  the  powers  I'elat- 
ing  to  settlements  for  contract  work  and  other  mat- 
ters relating  thereto,  and  also  all  matters  relating  to 
the  erection  of  temporary  stru<-tures  on  land  belong- 
ing to  the  city  on  the  Fort-Hill  territory,  whieii  were 
held  by  the  Special  ('omniitt(H'  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldei'- 
men  of  IHT^. 

On  motion  of  Aldernum  Brown — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  herel)y  authorized,  under  the  approval  of 
the  Connnittee  on  Lamps,  during  the  municipal  year 
187;-i,  to  contract  and  purchase  tlie  lam])  jiosts,  brack- 
ets, biu'uers.  tips,  cocks  aiul  such  other  articles  as 
shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Lamp  Department;  the  cost  tluM'eof  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Lamjjs. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  following  changes  be  made  in 
assessments  for  sewers: 

Forest  street—Abate  .fd.")  4;j  from  Edward  Ryan  and 
assess  the  same  amount  U])on  Mrs.  Edward  Hamilton. 

Vinton  street— Abate  $1(1  .i(i  from  M.  A.  King  J;  Son 
and  assess  the  same  amount  upon  J.  P.  Power;  abate 
$^A  T)]  from  Thonuis  (ioguu  and  assess  'i'imotliy  Snl- 
livan  f  18  -It),  Eugene  Sulii\an  $18  4(1.  and  John  Hnmt 
$11  71. 

Eighth  street— x\bate  #40  8d  from  (ieorge  H.  Ever- 
son  and  assess  the  same  ann)Unt  upon  Charles  E.  Dun- 
ham; abate  ,f90  84  from  Samuel  Leeds  and  assess  tlie 
same  amount  upon  Patrick  F.  Corbett. 

Seventh  street— Abate  $88  ;il  from  (teorge  H.  Ever- 
son  and  assess  the  sanu'  amount  uv)Ou  Charles  E. 
Dunham. 

(iuild  street— Abate  f;^ll  17  from  James  Gnilrt  and 
as.<ess  $27!)  88  upon  the  heirs  of  S.  (Jnild. 

Laurel  street— Abate  .$12  ti8froni  Daniel  Tucker  and 
as.sess  the  .same  amount  up<m  Bennett  W.  Welson. 

Warren  .-street — Abate  $d(l  .^7  from  assessment  of 
George  R.  Clarke. 

Ordered,  That  the  collection  of  the  following  sewer 
assesments  be  postponed  until  entry  is  made  from 
the  respective  estates  into  the  sewer:  Aaron  I),  ^^'eb- 
ber.  South  street,  $15  88;  Bernard  M.  Cory,  Thacher 
street.  $8  85;  Matthew  McLaughlin,  do.,  $li> 

On  motion  of  Aldennan  (Jattield— 

Ordered,  That  the  list  of  jurors  in  this  city,  who 
are  qualilied  to  serve  in  the  several  courts  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk  be  re\'ised  by  this  Board  and  be 
posted  in  the  f'ity  Hall  and  Court  House,  and  be 
thereafterwards  submitted  to  the  Commtni  Council 
for  revision  and  acceptance,  pursuant  to  law. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  each  member  of 
Campany  B,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  the  sum  cer- 
tified by  the  adjuntant-general  as  due  to  him  for  spe- 
cial duty  in  November  last,  the  whole  amounting  to 
.f2i)15;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Militia 
Bounty. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  the  care  of  the  public  bells  and 
clocks  and  the  control  of  the  appropriation  for  that 
object  be  vested  In  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Alarms. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Saywartl — 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized,  in  accordance  with  section 
fourteen,  chapter  fifty.  General  Statutes,  to  make 
rules  and  regulations  to  restrain  sales  by  minors;  or 
to  grant  licenses  for  minors  to  make  such  sales,  on 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  shall  prescribe. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board 
of  Health  in  the  care  and  management  of  tlie  Small- 
pox Hospital,  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  a 
Smallpox  Hospital;    that  the   expenses  incurred  by 

id  board  in  the  management  of  the  (Quarantine  De- 
partment be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
(Quarantine  Department;  and  that  the  other  expenses 
incurred  by  said  board  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
conferred  upon  it  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Health  Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be 
authorized  during  the  present  year  to  make  contracts, 


subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Committee  on 
Health,  for  the  purchase  of  such  (piantities  of  hay  or 
grain,  and  for  such  horses  and  exchanges  as  his  de- 
l)artnient  may  from  time  to  time  require;  also  for 
such  nniterial  as  shall  he  required  for  the  u.se  of  the 
department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  neces- 
sarry  furniture  for  and  cause  to  be  made  such  repairs 
and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  on  the  City  Hall,  po- 
lice station  house,  and  engine  houses,  also  other  pub- 
lic buildings;  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to 
the  approportion  for  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Sumding  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  necessa- 
ry fumifiire  for,  and  cause  to  be  niade  such  repairs 
and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  on  the  several  higtr; 
grammar  and  primary  schoolhonses;  the  expense 
tlierefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriati<m  for 
Schoolhonses,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, under  the  direction  of  the  ('ommittee  on  Public 
Bnildings,  be  authorized  to  i)artition  the  large  Commit- 
tee Room  in  the  City  Hall,  and  place  folding  doors  in 
the  same;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  approprl- 
ati(ni  for  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Power  wished  to  know  the  reasons  for 
the  proposed  division  of  tlKM'onnnittei^  room,  which 
was  none  too  large  for  many  hearings,  being  often 
crowded,  and  the  division  of  which  would  mar  the 
building.  He  had  heard  that  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  a  room  to  the  Committee  on  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict Loan.  Rooms  for  committees  might  be  pro- 
vided uj)  stall's,  and  accommodations  could  be  pro- 
vided outside,  particularly  in  (aseslike  that  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Loan,  having  no  connection  with 
lhe()rdinary  action  of  the  City  (lOverninenf,  and  for 
which  such  provision  is  not  necessary. 

Alderman  Say  ward  re])lied  rhal  it  was  not  designed 
to  mutilate  thi'"bnilding.  but  the  proposed  alteration 
was  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  and  heads  of  depaii- 
inents,  while  it  was  in  part  to"  accommodate  the  Loan 
Committee.  His  exiierience  had  been  such  as  nevei- 
to  know  the  committee  room  to  be-  crowded,  while  it 
frequently  occurred  that  when  there  was  a  meeting  of 
a  committee  that  room  and  the  room  of  Mr.  Bugljee 
were  both  occupied.  Further  accoiumodati(ms  out- 
side of  the  City  Hall  would  lie  necessary  to  inovide 
for  the  business  of  the  several  departments;  l)ut  in 
this  case  it  was  designed  simply  to  run  a  partition 
through  the  centre  of  the  room,  the  present  doors 
serving  as  an  entrance  to  each,  and  the  two  i-ooms  l-o 
be  connected  by  folding  doors  of  twelve  feet,  by 
which  they  may  be  thrown  into  one  when  necessary. 
When  a  larger  room  was  needed  the  Common  Council 
Chamber  could  be  used. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  (iibson  offered  the  following  order, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment; 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
consider  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Mayor  to 
appoint  a  F'ire  Inspector  and  three  assistants,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  examine  all  buildings,  public  and 
private,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
matter  stored,  the  proximity  of  woodwork  or  other 
combustible  material  to  heating  apparatus,  and  the 
degree  of  carefulness  or  carelessness,  as  the  case 
may  be,  exhibited  by  the  owners  and  occupants,  and 
who  will  l)e  empowered  to  enforce  such  precautionary 
measures  as  may  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  con- 
flagrations in  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  order; 

(Jrdercd,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving,  together 
with  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  constitute  a  Special 
Committee  of  this  Board  to  consider  and  report 
what  additional  rules  can  be  made  for  regulating 
Ijublic  travel  on  Treinont  and  Washington  streets 
below  Boylston  street,  and  in  Dock  square,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  blockades  and  interruption  to  travel 
in  those  streets,  and  to  afford  necessary  facilities  to 
builders  upon  the  easterly  side  of "  Washington 
street. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  in  support  of  the  order,  said  it 
was  framed  like  .s(»ne  others  which  had  l)een  passed, 
by  the  union  of  two  committees,  to  devise  some  plan 
by  which  the  crowding  of  the  streets  could  be  obviat- 
ed. Very  soon  in  the  rebuilding  of  the  burnt  streets 
there  will  be  much  cumbering  of  the  streets  with 
building  material,  and  something  should  be  devised 
by  which  the  travel  may  he  improved.  It  might  be 
necessary  to  prohibit  the  running  of  the  horse  cars  be- 
low Boylston  street,  or  this  side  of  Hanover  .street,  or 
a  remedy  provided  in  the  appointment  of  special  po- 
liceman to  prevent  the  blockade  of  the  streets. 

Alderman  Clark  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der at  this  time,  and  it  was  laid  over. 
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ORDERS   OF   ISrOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Mannel  Silva,  against  the  Old  Colony 
Eailroad  Company  for  estimate  of  grade  damages  to 
his  estate  on  Dorchester  avenue.  Hearing  Monday, 
Fehruary  8,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  Alexander  Mosely,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  in  South  street. 
Hearing  Monday.  Ii^ebniary  10,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company, 
for  extension  of  location  through   Washington  street 
to  Haymarket    square.     Hearinsc  Monday,   Februar 
10.  4  P.  M. 

ORDERS  READ   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Orders   to   pay  John,  J.  F.  and  J.  Wanen  Faxon 
$22,79(3  for  land  taken  to  widen   Summer  street,  C.  F. 


Shimrain  and  A.  L.  Vanzandt  $10,120  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Washington  street:  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Peter 
Parker  and  C.  F.  Shimmin  $fjfi80  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Washingt(m  street;  to  pay  Roger  S.  Mcintosh 
,|234;5  30  for  land  taken  and  all"  damages  occasioned 
by  the  widening  of  Cottage  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  llulbert — 

An  order  to  re\oke  a  right  to  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Co.  to  lay  a  track  over  Walnut  avenue,  granted 
by  the  city  of  Roxbury  in  1855. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  when  the  Board  ad- 
journed, it  be  to  Thursday  next,  at  one  o'clock,  when 
some  matters  from  the  Street  Commissioners  requir- 
ing action  might  be  expeccted,  to  be  in  season  for 
action  by  the  other  branch. 

The  motion   was  carried. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  next,  one  o'clocrk. 


IS:  ■■>..Vl 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    33,    1878. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  this  afternoon  at  one  o'clock,  Alderman  Cut- 
ler, the  chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS     MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Railroad  Police  Officers — Frank  Davis,  Jerome 
Hastings.  A.  G.  Whiton  and  George  U.  Patch,  em- 
ployes of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  as  officers 
under  the  act  of  1871,  chapter  331,  for  railroad  police, 
and  the  better  protection  of  passengers  upon  railroad 
trains  and  at  railroad  statious. 

The  appointment  by  the  Mayor  of  Ephraim  Emer- 
toh  as  his  clerk  was  ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND   REFERRED. 

Joseph  H.  Ryan,  for  apportionment  of  his  Cliff- 
Street  betterments. 

Mary  J.  Johnson,  for  apportionment  of  Clifl'-street 
betterments. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Jeremiah  Twoomey,  for  leave  to  build  a  brick  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  at  321  Second  street.  Referred  to 
Comiiiittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 

Timothy  Cain  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  George 
street.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Arthur  P.  Anderson  and  others,  that  the  lamp  at 
Thornton  place  be  lighted.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Lamps. 

W.  G.  White  and  others,  that  Winter  street  in  Ward 
16  may  be  set  apart  for  coasting  purposes.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed : 

Order  to  pay  sundry  persons  specified.  William 
Christy  and  others,  forty-seven  in  number,  for  land 
taken  and  damages  in  the  widening  of  Wasliington 
avenue,  Chelsea,  by  order  of  the  County  Commission- 
ers of  Middlesex  County,  flrst  Tuesday  in  January, 
1873,  the  whole  amounting  to  |34,500. 

Order  to  pay  C.  F.  Sliimmin  and  A.  L.  Vanzant 
f  10,120  for  land  taken  to  widen  Washington  street. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Peter  Parker  and  C.  F. 
Shimmin  $9n80  f»r  land  taken  Vo  widen  Washington 
street. 

Order  to  pay  J.,  J.  P.  &  J.W.Faxon  $22,796  for 
land  taken  and  damages  in  the  widening  of  Summer 
street. 

Order  to  pay  R.  S.  Mcintosh  $2343  30  for  land  taken 
and  damages  m  the  widening  of  Cottage  street. 

Order  constituting  the  Committees  on  Paving  and 
Licenses  a  special  committee  to  consider  and  report 
on  the  subject  of  regulating  public  travel  in  Tremont 
and  Washington  streets  below  Boylston  street,  and 
in  Dock  square,  with  a  view  to  prevent  blockades  and 
afford  facilities  to  builders  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Washington  street. 

The  order  to  revoke  the  right  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  to  lay  a  track  from  the  corner  of 
Warren  street,  over  Walnut  avenue,  to  West  Roxbury 
line,  granted  by  the  city  of  Roxbury  in  November, 
1855,  being  under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

ANNUAL  REPORT   OF  SUPERINTENDENT   OF    LAMPS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
was  laid  before  the  Board  in  print.  It  contains  a 
table  showing  in  detail  the  expenses  of  the  past  mu- 
nicipal year,  a  table  showing  the  comparative  ex- 
penses for  six  years,  tables  showing  the  number  of 
lamps  and  comparative  increase  during  the  same 
I)eriod,  with  some  general  information  and  sugges- 
tions. 

During  the  year  lamps  have  been  replaced  on  the 
Suffolk-street  district,  and  lamps  have  been  lighted 
on  Dorchester  avenue  from  Field's  Corner  to  the 
Lower  Mills,  and  on  a  continuation  of  Beacon  street, 
on  Brighton,  Western  and  Longwood  avenues,  and  on 
many  shorter  routes. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  contracts  with  the 
gas  companies,  except  on  the  reduction  from  the  re- 
moval of  the  United  States  tax  on  gas,  which  will 
amount  yearly  to  $20,000.  The  prices  paid  for  gas  for 
public  lamps  is  as  follows: 

City  proper,  five  sixths  of  one  cent  per  hour,  or 
<|2  08  1-3  per  thousand  feet;  South  Boston,  one  cent 
per  hour,  or  $2  50  per  thousand  feet;  East  Boston, 
one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2  50  per  thousand  feet ;  Rox- 
bury, one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2  50  per  thousand  feet; 


Dorchester,  one  and  one  tenth  of  one  cent  per  hour, 
or  $2  75  per  thousand  feet;  Brookline,  one  and  onc- 
tentli  of  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2  75  pcv  thousand 
feet. 

The  burners  in  use  are  known  as  Tuft's  regnlntors, 
by  which  tlie  (■onsinuplioii  is  ti.xcd  at  four  IVcl  per 
hour.  The  lamps  arc  Imriied  every  night,  a)id  n  lotal 
of  about  three  thousand  eight  hundrecl  hours  each. 

The  men  who  light  the  gas  Imnps  are  paid  at  the 
rate  of  2%  cents  per  himp  per  night,  for  each  lamp 
lighted  in  the  following  sections  of  tlie  city :  City 
proper.  45  men;  South  Boston.  9;  East  Boston,  5; 
while  in  Roxbury,  18  men;  Dorchester,  12  men; 
Brookliue,  1  man, — they  are  jiaid  iit  the  rate  of 
1  67-100  dollars  per  day. 

Where  the  men  are  paid  l)y  the  lamp,  the  average 
of  lamps  to  each  man  is  seventy-seven,  and  those 
paid  by  the  day  average  fifty-seven  lamps;  but  tlie 
lamps  are  considerably  fiirtluM-  distant  from  each 
other,  which  is  a  full  cqnivalciit  to  the  number  of 
lanterns  in  charge. 

The  men  employed  to  light  the  fluid  lamps  are  paid 
at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  lamp  per  night,  and  the 
kerosene  lamps  are  furnished  with  oil,  trimmed, 
liL'hted  iind  taken  care  of  at  the  rate  of  $20  per  an- 
num for  each  lamj).  The  price  for  fluid  for  use  in  the 
city  lamps  is  at  the  rate  of  one-tenth  of  one  cent  per 
hoiir  with  the  exceptieu  of  a  few  naphtlia  lamps  fur- 
nished at  a  price  of  eighteen  cents  perigallon.  The 
number  of  lanterns  reported  broken  durnig  the  year 
was  seventy-six  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  ser- 
vice. 

The  luimber  of  gas  lamps  is  6344,  anti  the  increase 
was  110  in  1868.  626  in  1869,  365  in  1870.  483  in  1871, 
and  4.56  in  1872.  The  increase  last  year  in  the  several 
sections  of  the  city,  was  82  in  the  city  proper,  18  in 
East  Boston.  51  in  South  Boston,  148"in  Roxbury,  112 
in  Dorchester,  and  45  in  Brookline.  There  were  lo- 
cated on  the  territory  burned  over  in  November  175 
gas  lamps,  which  would   have  given   the  increase  631. 

The  number  of    oil    and  fluid    lamps    is    840,  there 
being  a  decrease  in  the  year  of    i;j9,    68    in    the    city 
proper,  :J7  in  South  Boston.  27  in  Roxbury,  5  in   Dor- 
chester, and  2  in  East  Boston. 
The  appropriation  tur  the  linaucial  year  ending 

on  the  30th  of  April  next  was $370,.50O  00 

Amount  expended  to  tlate 256,937  39 

Biilance  unexpended $113,562  61 

An  amount  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments for  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 

The   expenditures   have  increased  from  $219,517  .55 
in    1867    to    $272,982  88  in   18f)8,  $276,0(i4  71   in  18(59, 
$324,580  47  in  1870,  $337,129  07  in  1871,    $3.59,085  99  in 
1872. 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

WIDENING   OF   BEDFORD   STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  with  a  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Bedford  street,  between  Washington 
and  Chauncv  streets,  at  an  estimated  expense  of 
$25,865. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  matter  had  been 
under  consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
and  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  order  should  be 
passed  at  once. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed,  in  concurrence. 

The  details  give  the   estimated   expense  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  Ann  G.  F'rothiugham,  Nos.  17  and  19.  80 
feet  of  land,  $15  per  foot.  $f200;  damages  $3900---total 
$.5100.  John  Foster.  No.  21.  65  feet,  $1.5— $975;  dam- 
ages $2900— total  $3875.  Sidney  R.  Morse,  No.  23,  77 
feet,  $15,  $1155;  damages  .$;i850— total  $5005.  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Associaticn,  165  feet. 
C.  B.  Wilson  and  J.  T.  Eldredge,  No.  20,  58  feet, 
$15,  $870;  damages  $1750— $2620;  unknown  owners, 
passage  way.  :i6  feet.  $10,  .$360.  Heirs  of  Joshua  Ben- 
nett, No.  16,  .57  feet,  $20.  $11 40;  damages  $800— $1940. 
Heirs  of  Peter  Renfon,  No.  14.  48  feet,  $15,  .$720; 
damages  $2400— $3120.  The  Baptist  Mission  aud  Un- 
ion, No.  12,  73  feet,  $15.  $1095;  damages  $27.50— $:3845. 
Total  numbei-  of  feet  of  land  688.  at  a  cost  of  $7,515; 
damages.  $18,3.50— total,  $25,865. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

WIDENING   OF   OTIS   STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners,  with  a  re.solve  and  order  for  the  wi- 
dening of  Otis  street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of 
$.55,192,  the  number  of  feet  of  land  being  2245,  at  a 
cost  of  $52,442,  and  of  damages  $2750. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  and  ordered  to 
be  sent  down. 

The  land  taken  and  cost  of  estates  are  as  follows: 
J.,  J.  F.  &  J.  Warren  Faxon,  corner  of  Summer 
street.  368  feet,  $26,  $9,568;  damages,  $750;  total.  $10,- 
318.  James  M.  Beebe,  paasageway.  51  feet.  James 
M.  Beebe,  corner  of  Winthrop   square,   694  feet,  $21, 
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$11,574;  damasos.  $1000;  total,  $15,574.  Josiali  Bard- 
vvcll,  ll:«  feet,  $*-),  $a8,;!l)();  dainasios,  $10(10:  total. 
$39,300. 

WIT)ENIN(i    OF   DEVONSHIRE   HTRKET. 

,\  communication  was  rcH'civcrt  from  tlio  Street 
Commissioners,  witli  a  resolve  and  ordi'r  for  tlie 
widening  of  Devonshire  street  from  Siunnier  to 
Franklin  street,  at  an  estimated  exjjense  of  $98,051, 
the  number  of  feet  of  laiul  takeu  beint;- 4008,  at  an 
e.xpense  of  $93,501,  and  of  damases  $4550. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed,  in  concurrence, 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

'I'lie  several  items  of  expense  are  as  follows:  John 
\V.  Beals,  corner  of  Summer  street.  Nos.  ISti,  188  Dev- 
ousliire  street,  94  feet,  $30,  .$-2820:  damao-es  $;«)— to- 
tal .$3170.  Senian  Klous.  Nos.  155-.59,  7(i5  feet,  $25. 
$19,125;  damages  $700  —  total  $19,825.  Unknown 
owners,  passagewav,  44  feet.  Heirs  of  Charles  O. 
Rogers.  Nos.  151,  153,  192  feet,  .$20,  $3840;  damages 
$900— total  $4040.  .Tames  M.  Beelx'.  Nos.  145-9.  384 
feet,  $20,  $7080;  damages  .$400- total  $8080.  William 
F.  Weld.  Winthrop  square,  780  feet,  .$24,  $18,720: 
damages  $800— total  $19,.520.  II.  Mollis  Ilnnnewell, 
No.  148.  222  feet,  $18,  .$399(i:  damages  $400— total 
$4390.  Wright  &  Whitman,  Nos.  140-ti,  311  feet,  $20, 
.$0220;  damaTges  $350— total  $0570.  H.  Hollis  Hunne- 
well,  Nos.  i:^0-8,  45  feet,  .$25,  $1125;  damages  $1.50-- 
total  $1225.  Edward  Wigglesworth,  corner  of  Frank- 
lin, 1031  feet,  $25,  $2.5.775:  damages  $8.50  —  total 
$20-025.  The  same,  140  feet,  .$;-iO,  $4200;  damages. 
$350— total  $4550. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Saywardfrom  the  Committee  on  Licenses 


reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  Jonas  H 
French  as  a  distillei-  of  New  England  rum  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Essex  and  South  streets.     Accepted. 

ORDEK  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Q.uincy, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  "to  each  member  of 
companies  1)  and  E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  the 
sum  certilied  l)y  the  Adjutant' fieneral  as  due  to  him 
for  special  duty  in  Xovember  last,  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  $1180,  to  be  charged  to  the  ai)propriatiou  for 
Militia  Bounty. 

COMMITTEE   TO   NOMINATf;   CITY    SURVEYOR, 

Aldermen   Gatlield  and   (^uincy   were   appointed  a 
committee  to  be  joined,  to  nomih'ate  a   candidate  for  ■ 
C^ity  Surveyor.  .  .... . 

ORDER   OF  NOTICE.  .'  "■ 

On  petition  of  Schnetzen    &  Abendroth,   forleave 
to  locate  aiul  use  a  steam  boiler  and  engine  at  No.ll' 
Charlestown   sti-eet.      Hearing  Mondav.   Pebrnarv  .*3 
4P.M.  -  ■     •  '-   V  : 

ORDERS   READ   ONf'E. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark—  "    : 

(Jrder  to  ]iay  Jeffrey  Richardson  $7910  for  land 
takeu  and  damages  in  the  widening  of  Washington 
street;  to  pay  Charlotte  E.  Ferris  .$8300  foi- land  taken 
and  damages  in  the  widening  of  Summer  street:  to 
pay  Mortimer  C.  Ferris  $7005  for  land  taken  and  dam--, 
ages  in  tlu' widening  of  High  street:  to  pay  Michael  ' 
A.  Ring  $4030  for  land  taken  and  damages  in  the  wid- 
emng  of  Purchase  street.    Adjourned. 
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COMMON"      COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTONo 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    S3,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  at  7)4  o'clock,  Edward  O. 
Shepard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  AIDERMEN. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Street  Commit^s^one^^, 
City  Surveyor,  Superintendents  of  Public  liuildings^ 
Public  Lands,  and  of  Damps,  Sealers  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  and  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  were  severally 
ordered   to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  notice  of  the  appointment  of  Ephraim  Emerton 
as  the  Mayor's  clerk  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  petitions  of  Horace  C.  Rose,  Joseph  L.  Watson, 
David  H.  Sampson,  Ira  B.  Orcutt,  Smith  &  McGarigle, 
Henderson  Inches,  J.  A.  &  N.  Harwood,  J.  E.  Tilton  & 
Co.,  Thompson,  Bigclow  &  Brown,  Ebenezer  E.  Hill, 
Mercantile  Savings  Institution,  Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Company,  the  Assistant  Port  Physician,  and  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Charles-Biver  and  Warren  bridges, 
for  an  additional  appropriation  for  bridges,  were  sever- 
ally referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  matters  of  reference  were  concurred 
in: 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  a  re- 
quest for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $10,000  for 
the  Sewer  Department,     (City  Doc.  No.  11,  1873.) 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  an  order  for  said  committee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  having  an  inspector  and  three  assist- 
ants appointed  to  take  and  enforce  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  lessen  the  number  of  conflagra- 
tions in  this  city. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  a  pream- 
ble and  order  from  the  Street  Commissioners,  to  take 
the  estate  of  Michael  Gleeson,  at  tlie  corner  of  Sum- 
mer street  and  High  street,  for  the  jiurpose  of  widen- 
ing Summer  street,  the  same  having  been  surrendered 
by  him  to  tlie  city  as  therein  set  fourth. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Order  authorizing  a  supply  of  such  furniture  and 
the  making  of  such  repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be 
needed  in  the  City  Hall,  police  stations,  engine 
ho.ises,  and  other  public  buildings. 

Order  authorizing  a  supply  of  such  furniture  and 
the  making  of  such  repairs"  and  cleaning  as  may  be 
needed  in  the  several  schoolhouses. 

Order  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health  to 
make  contracts,  sub.iect  to  the  super\«sion  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  for  horses  and  such  materials 
as  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  |3000,  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Engine  House  No.  12. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence : 

Order  authorizing  the  making  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions concerning  sales  by  minors. 

Order  that  the  care  of  the  public  bells  and  clocks, 
and  the  control  of  the  appropriation  for  that  object, 
be  vested  in  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire 
Alarms. 

Order  that  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Health  in 
the  care  of  the  smallpox  hospitals  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  a  Smallpox  Hospital;  the  expenses 
of  said  l)oard.  in  the  management  of  the  (Quarantine 
Department,  to  the  appropriation  for  said  depart- 
ment; and  the  other  expenses  of  said  board,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  powers,  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Health  Department. 

The  order  authorizing  a  partition  to  be  made  in 
the  large  committee  room  in  the  City  Hall,  and  fold- 
ing doors  to  be  placed  therein,  being  under  consid- 
eration,— 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  the  nececessity 
for  this  measure. 

Mr,  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  replied  that  more  commit- 
tee rooms  were  needed,  this  room  could  be  easily 
divided,  and  with  sliding  doors  such  a  division  could 
be  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  it  was  well  known  that  there  were 
times  when  a  large  room  was  needed,  and  when  quite 
a  number  of  people  were  in  attendance  upon  commit- 
tees. The  room  of  Mr.  Bugbee  was  not  large,  having 
accommodations  only  for  tiVe  or  six  persons  at  a  time, 
rphis  was  the  only  room  of  a  large  size,  and  it  would 
Ijg  unjust  to  old  and  infirm  people  to  require  them  to 
CQiac  up  here  to  the  Council  Chamber  for  hearings. 


He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  room  would  be  retained 
as  it  is. 

Mr.  Bicknell  said  he  would  not  object  to  have  the 
order  lie  over. 

Mr.  Plynn  replied  that  he  proposed  to  have  it  dis- 
posed of  now,  and  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

STREET    WIDBNINGS. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Devonshire 
street,  from  Summer  street  to  Franklin  street. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Otis  street, 
from.  Summer  street  to  Franklin  street. 

In  the  above  cases  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  stated 
that  the  matter  had  been  considered  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  and  they  were  in  favor  of  their  pass- 
age. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Bedford 
street,  from  Washington  to  Chauncy  street. 

These  measures  were  severally  passed,  without  op- 
position. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS   FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  report  nominating  Alderman  William  Sayward 
and  William  E.  Bicknell  and  Cyrus  A.  Page  of  the 
Council  as  Directors  for  Public  institutions,  was  ac- 
cepted, in  concurrence,  when  the  certificate  of  their 
election   by  the   Board  of  Alderman  was  rnad. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  under  a  sus- 
lieiision  of  the  rules,  the  Council  proceeded  to  an 

election. 

Messrs.  Burt  of  Ward  16,  Flynn  of  Ward  7  and  Dar- 
row  of  Ward  8  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  the  votes,  the  result  of  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

■Whoh>  11  umber  ot  votes 59 

Necessary  ti)  aelioice 30 

Alilcriiian  William  Sayward 59 

Couueiluiau  William  E.  Bicknell 39 

"  Cyrus  A.  Page 34 

"  Ik'U.jaiiiiii  Dean 24 

"  Frederick  Pease 19 

Messrs.  Sayward,  Bicknell  and  Page  were  declared 
to  be  elected,  in  concurrence. 

ELECTION     OF    TRUSTEES   OF   .MOUNT     HOPE   CEMETERY. 

The  report  nominating  Alderman  AlansonBigelow, 
and  George  L.  Burt  and  Charles  Darrow  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  as  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 
was  accepted,  in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  when  the  certificate  of  their  election  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  read,  and  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  Bmilitt  of  Ward  l(i.  Lamb  of  Ward  7  and 
Harrington  of  Ward  8  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive  and  count  the  votes. 

The  result  was  a  vote  of  50,  each  of  the  candidates 
having  the  full  number,  and  they  were  declared  elect- 
ed, in  concurrence. 

ELECTION  OF  TRUSTEES  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  report  nominating  Alderman  John  T.  Clark, 
and  William  E.  Perkins  and  Charles  A.  Burditt  of  the 
Council,  as  Trustees  of  1  he  Public  Library,  was  ac- 
cepted, the  certificate  of  their  election  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  was  read,  and  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs,  Holmes  of  Ward  fi,  Morse  of  Ward  13,  and 
Kelley  of  Ward  15  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive and  count  the  votes,  the  result  of  the  balloting 
being  as  follows: 

Whole  luiniber  of  votes 5:2 

Alderman  John  T.  Clark 51 

Councilman  William  E.  Perkins 50 

Charles  A.  Burditt 52 

John  Brown  and  Frederick  Pease  each  had 1 

Messrs.  Clark,  Perkins  and  Burditt  were  declared 
to  be  elected,  in  concurrence. 

ELECTION  OF  COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD, 

The  report  nominating  Alderman  Leonard  R.  Cut- 
ter, and  Edward  P.  Wilbur  and  William  G.  Thacher 
of  the  Council,  was  accepted  under  suspension  of  the 
rules,  when  the  certificate  of  their  election  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  was  read,  and  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election. 

Messrs.  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  and 
McCue  of  W^ard  5  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive and  count  the  votes,  the  result  of  which  was 
an  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  each  of  the  candi- 
dates, and  they  were  severally  declared  to  be  elected, 
in  concurrence. 

COMMITTEE    .JOINED. 

Messrs.  Brennan  of  Ward  13,  Martin  of  Ward  7, 
and  Hine  of  Ward  ti  were  joined  to  the  committee  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  City  Surveyor. 
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KRPOHT      OP    (UWIMrsSIONER    OF    OHAKI.ES-HIVHR     AND 
WAHKEN  BKIDGES. 

The  animal  roporl.  of  the  (k)iiiinis^ioiu'r  of  ('harles- 
Rivev  and  Wan-eii  l)riil;i:('s  was  lauUx'fore  thf  (Ymn- 
cil  in  print. 

The  report  rel'ei's  to  the  provisions  of  llie  ael  ol' 
1870,  requiring  the  draw  in  Warren  Bridge  to  liave  a 
clear  opening  of  thirty-six  feet,  and  to  the  extensive 
improvements  on  the  Charles.River  Bridge  whieh  pre- 
vented the  commissioners  from  proceeding  with  the 
work  on  the  Warren  Bridge.  Tlie  plans  for  rei)airs, 
which  would  have  been  done  within  the  eslimates, 
were  objected  to  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners, 
which  necessitated  the  adoption  of  what  is  l-;nowu  as 
the  ■■counlerbalance  pivol"  draw,  and  this  involved 
the  building  of  a  foundation  pile  pier  in  the  centre  of 
the  bridg(.',  and  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  the  bridge 
tu  o  feet,  to  allow  the  draw  to  pass  over  the  water 
pipe  (Ml  the  north  side.  It  was  necessary,  also,  to  re- 
move the  buildings  on  the  piers,  as  the  new  draw- 
would  require  much  of  the  space  occupied  by  them, 
and  for  the  imrpose  of  replanking  the  whole  pier, 
which  was  also  required  to  be  extended  about  seven- 
ty feet.  The  buildings,  with  the  excepticm  of  the 
dwelling  house  of  tlie  Superintendeni,  were  too  old 
and  dilapidated  to  be  worth  preserving,  and  they 
were  accordingly  demolished,  and  new  ones  have 
been  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2000. 

'I'he  raising  of  the  j-oadway  has  been  very  expen- 
sive, as  it  required  the  taking  up  of  a  large  quantity 
of  dock  mud,  originally  laid  over  the  tiniliers,  which 
had  become  very  dry  and  hai'd  to  remove.  The  ex- 
pense was  also  enhanced  by  the  necessity  of  raising 
the  curbstones  on  biick  foundations,  and  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  sidewalks  and  bulkheads.  In  short,  the 
bridge,  instead  of  being  repaired  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  ( 'lunmissioners  in  tlieir  estimates,  has 
been,  with  the  exception  of  the  piles  and  floor  of  the 
bridge,  entirely  rebuilt.  The  Commissioners,  how- 
ever, are  gratified  in  bo'ing  able  to  state  that  all  I  he 
work  has  been  done  in  a  most  thorough  manner,  and, 
they  believe,  at  a  less  cost  for  material  and  labor  than 
was  anticijiated,  and  that  it  will  be  many  years  before 
this  bridge  will  require  any  extensive  repairs. 

JSIot withstanding  the  bridge  has  been  almost  en- 
tirely reconstructed  during  the  past  four  months,  the 
public  travel  was  interrupted  for  only  five  weeks. 

On  account  of  the  strong  wind  and  tidal  currents, 
it  has  frequently  been  ditticult  to  pass  a  vessel  through 
the  draw  without  nnuh  dehiy  and  inconvenience  to 
the  public  travel;  the  Commissioners  have  therefore 
decided  to  try  steam,  instead  of  horse  power,  as  the 
former  can  not  only  be  used  to  open  and  close  the 
draw,  hut  by  means  of  an  attached  windlass,  afford 
powerful  aid  in  the  pa.ssage  of  vessels  thi'ough  the 
bridge.  If  the  experiment  rloes  not  prove  satisfacto- 
ry, the  engine  can  be  disposed  of  at  a  small  loss,  and 
the  horse  power  be  reintroduced ;  but  if.  as  it  is  an- 
ticipated, it  should  prove  successful,  the  advantage 
will  be  \'ery  great. 

The  Commissioners  were  unable  to  agree  with  the 
Fitchburg  Kailroad  as  to  their  liability  for  the  ex- 
pense of  raising  a  portion  of  the  l)uildings  belonging 
to  the  railroad  to  the  new  grade  of  the  bridge.  By 
mutual  agreemeni  the  question  was  referred  to  the 
City  Solicitor  of  Charlestown  and  Henry  \\'.  Bragg, 
Esq.,  who  decided  the  law  in  favor  of  the  railroad, 
.and  consequently  the  expense  must  be  paid  from  the 
Bi'idge  Fund. 

The  sidewalk  on  the  north  side,  over  the  water 
pipe,  has  been  covered  with  asphalt,  and  contrary  to 
the  anticipations  of  the  Connnissioners,  about  .$500 
of  this  expense  must  be  paid  by  the  Bridge  Commis- 
sioners, instead  of  the  Water  Board. 

The  number  of  times  the  dra«'  of  Warren  Bridge 
has  been  opened  for  the  passage  of  vessels  from  Jan- 
nary  1,  18W,  to  January  1,  187:1  is  7724,  being  an  in- 
erease  of  (iOO  during  the  year. 

Chtrlen  Hivi-r  Bridge.  '  Preparatory  to  making  the 
alterations  and  rejiairs  on  Warren  Bridge,  important 
improvements  in  the  machinerj^  in  the  draw  of  this 
bridge  were  made,  that  no  probable  accident  might 
occur  while  the  Warren  Bridge  was  closed  to  public 
travel 

This  was  rendered  more  imperative  from  the  fact, 
that  by  the  splitting  of  one  of  the  steel  friction  rolls, 
tlie  principal  truck  was  broken,  and  c(nisiderable 
damage  done  to  the  draw  and  gearing.  This  accident 
required  several  new  trucks  and  gear  wheels,  and  al- 
though it  involved  considerable  expense,  all  defective 
or  weak  points  were  renewed.  The  draw  has  since 
been  entirely  satisfactory  in  its  operation,  and  is  now 
in  excellent  order. 

The  fender  guards  of  both  bridges  have  been  re- 
built, and  the  principal  expendilure  for  the  coming 
year  will  be  in  providing  for  new  bulkheads  and  fence 
and  repaving  the  roadway  on  Charles-River  Bridge, 
which  are  much  needed. 


The  number  of  times  the  draw  of    this  bridge  has 
been  ojiened  for  the  passage  of  vessels  from  January 
1,  1872,  to  January  1,  1878,' was  10,270. 
The   amount   a|jpr<)|)riMle(l  by  the   City  Council  lor  the 

hnancial  year  ending  April  :!U,  ISr.i    was  .■J.ta  OUO 

Of  this  .sum  tlu're  has  been  expended  frcim  May 

1,  VtiTZ,  to  January  1,  IST:!,  as  follows: 

For  general  expenses ^SfiO^  11 

For  Charles-lJiver  Bridge 1,458  16 

Foi-  Wai-ren  Ib-Ultre 36,593  88 


Bala 


$41,558  15 
441  85 


.     ,        ,  $42,000  00 

(Jrdered  to  be  sent  up. 

ANNUAL  EEPOBT  OF  THE  STTPERINTENDENT  OF  SEWEBS.- 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
gives  the  expenditures  for  the  past  year  as  follows:     ' 

From  the  Sewer  Aiqiropriations $156,070  3Cf 

3,275  39 


Fort  Hil 

Paving  ••  5,IK)0  OO 

'I'otal $164,345  69 

The  report  gives  in  detail  the  location,  length,  size, 
kind  and  cost  of  sewers  laid  during  the  year,  a  reca- 
pitulation of  \^hicli  gi\'es  the  following  result: 

tlty  prop<u- 6,.378  feet  $24,294  17 

South  Bost(Mi 9,404    '•  25,562  16 

Kiist  Boston ;^,508    "  11,452  22 

b'i'xbury 14,579    "  49,855  04 

Dorcliesler 2.682    "  27,007  96 

Miscellaneous 26,174  14 


Total 36,550 ft.  or  nearly  7  m.  $164,.'!45  69 

lender     the     charge    of    miscellaneous    expenses, 

%TZiib  ()9  was  for  repairing  sewers.  |;.")14l  for  salaries  and 

office  expenses,  %'irm  for   dredging    Roxburv  canal. 

and  $2471  for  land  purchased. 

Whole  length  of  sewers  in  the  cily.  about  12:^  miles. 

01  tlie  anionni  expeniled  Iroin  the  "Sewer"  Ap- 
pi'oprialicni,  there  has  lieen  ussesseil  upon  es- 
tates beiieliteil.  the   anionnt  of $69,652  80- 

The  Treasnri-r  has  (■(jllecteil.  during  thcj'year.  as- 
sessnieiifs  aiiKJUntiiiH  t4) ". 56.984  3'.^ 

The  Supei-intcndent  lias  ccjllected  and  paid  hito 
the  Treasm-v.  fiimi  tees,  use  of  tools,  warfage, 
etc 2,060  35 


Total  conecliDiis $59,044  67 

During  the  year  1.S71  permits  have  been  given  to 
construct  or  repair  drains.  62  manhole  covers  renewed 
with  iron,  and  twenty  with  wood:  and  148  manholes 
cleaned,  containing  281  loads  of  sewage  matter. 

For  the  first  time,  an  atfem])!  is  making  to  continue 
sewer  building  through  the  winti'r,  in  constructing 
the  large  stone  sewer  across  the  marshes  in  Kemfi 
street,  Washington  \'illage.  Two  or  three  other  con- 
tracts aie  still  iinfinislied.  upon  which  work  will  be 
resumed  in  the  spring.  The  covering  of  the  lower 
end  of  St(my  Brook  was  suspended  on  account  of  the 
unusual  height  of  water  during  the  summer  and  fall, 
but  will  be  finished  before  any  annoyance  can  be 
caused  by  the  offensive  exhalations  from  it  in  the 
heat  of  summer. 

No  damage  except  breaking  a  few  manhole  covers 
\\'as  caused  by  the  great  fire,  and  the  only  change  pro- 
pos'ed  in  the  sewerage  of  the  district  is  the  mueh- 
ueeded  deepening  of  the  Summer-street  sewer  which 
was  originally  built  for  house  drainage,  and  is  not 
low  enough  for  the  basements  of  store's. 

A  large  amount  of  work  will  be  needed  in  the  con- 
struction of  main  outlets  and  the  lower  branches  of 
sewers  in  Dorchester.  This  class  of  work  is  most  ex- 
pen.><ive  and  produces  no  return  in  assessments. 

It  seems  almost  imperative  that  streets  should  be 
laid  out  in  the  unimiiroved  territory  of  D(n-cliester 
and  Roxbury,  along  the  lowest  lines  of  the  valleys,  or 
else  this  department  will  be  forced  to  go  to  almost  as 
much  expense  to  take  land  for  sewers,  to  make  the 
main  lines  of  the  several  systems.  During  the  ensu- 
ing year  some  action  of  this  kind  must  be  taken, 
either  by  the  Street  Commissioners  or  by  this  depart- 
ment. 

The  rainfall  of  the  year  amounted  to  58.04  inches. 

(Irdered  to  be  sent  u]). 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND   REFERIiEn. 

H.  W.  Putnam,  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  at 
the  recent  election  in  Ward  15,  ccmtesting  the  claims 
to  seats  in  the  Common  Cmincil  of  the  sitting  inem- 
hers,  Messrs.  Thacher,  Bleiler,  Edwards  and  Kel- 
ley. 

OeorgeM.  Hobbs,  also  contesting  the  claims  of  the 
sitting  members  in  the  Council  from  Ward  15,  and 
asking  for  a  recount  of  the  votes. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

Henry  Pigeon  &  S(ms.  for  leave  to  erect  a  building 
beyond  the  legal  limits.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

W.  P.  Kennard,  chairman  of  citizens"  meeting,  that 
permits  for  building  on   the  line  of  proposed  exten- 
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Sion  of  Chauncy  street  be  refused,  and  those  granted 
"be  revoked,  until  the  question  of  extension  is  settled. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

O.  W.  Holmes,  P.  W.  Chandler.  Harvey  Jewell  and 
79  others,  for  a  fire  engine  on  the  Back  Bay. 

Boston  Oakum  Company.  Pearson  Brothers  &  Co. 
and  Globe  ]Sfail  Company,  for  better  facilities  for  ex- 
tinguishing fires,  by  permanent  attachment  of  hose 
to  hydrants  on  Norfolk  avenue 
■  Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

ELECTION  OP  DIRECTORS  OP  EAST    BOSTON  PERRIES. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6.  from  the  .ioint  special 
committee  appointed  to  nominate  candidates  for  Di- 
rectors of  East  Boston  Ferries,  made  a  report,  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  the  following-named  per- 
sons to  represent  the  City  Council  on  said  Board: 
;  Alderman— Solomon  B.  Stebbins. 

Common  Council — Joshua  Weston,  Asa  H.  Calon. 

The  report  was  accepted,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
niles,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  tj, Warren  of  Ward  V2.  and 
Train  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive sort  and  count  the  votes.  The  result  was  the 
election  of  Aldei-man  Stebbins  and  Mr.  Weston  by  an 
unanimous  ^•ote  of  5.i,  and  Mr.  Caton  by  a  vote  of  52. 

Messrs.  Stebbins,  Weston  and  Caton  were  declared 
to  be  elected. 

The  report  was  sent  up. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

•  Mr.  Bnrt  of  Ward  l(i,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Donnelly  to 
be  compensated  for  the  use  of  liis  horse  and  wagon 
by  the  Fire  Department  at  the  recent  fire,  made  a  re- 
port recommending  ^the  passage  of  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said 
John  Donnelly  the  snm  of  ^1.50;  the  same  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  West,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  made  a 
report  that  they  have  had  a  conference  with  the 
Commissioners  appointed  under  the  authority  of  the 
act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  of  December  T, 
1872.  accepted  by  the  City  Council,  December  20. 1872. 
for  making  loans  secured  by  mortgage  on  pioperty 
on  the  burnt  district,  and  ask  for  file  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Signed  by  Henrt  L.  Pierce, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, approved  by  the  Governor  Dec.  7,  1872,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  Dec.  20,  1872. 
there  l)e  issued  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  in 
conformity  to  said  act,  bonds  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  negotiation,  either  in  currency,  gold  or  sterling 
bonds,  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  said  act,  the 
amount  of  .■jf.'i.OOO.OOO,  being  the  first  instalment  of 
.|20.000.f)0n  authorized  by  said  act:  the  said  loan  to  be 
denominated  the  Summer-street  Fu'e  Loan. 

The  order  w'as  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  an  order  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  nom- 
inate Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  Burt  of  Ward  16  and 
Woodward  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  the  commiit- 
tee.to  be  .ioined. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  10— 
■  Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
bereby  is  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  to  the  City 
Treasurer  the  sum  of  $1000,  being  the  amount  paid  by 
him  on  a  writ  of  execution  issued  liy  the  Superior 
Court.  Suffolk  County,  January  term^  1873,  in  favor 
of  Louis  Frazier,  for  in.iuries  sustained  by  defect  in 
a  highway:  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Incidental  Expenses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7 — 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
special  police  officers  without  pay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  (i — 

Ordered.  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
•  Fire  Department  consider  and  report  upon   the  expe- 
diency of  giving  the  right  of  way  to  steam  fire  en- 
gines, hose  companies  and  hook  and  ladder  compa- 
nies on  going  to  fires. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  believed  the  firemen  had  the 
right  of  way,  now,  as  the 'gentleman  ^^■ould  probably 
find  should  he  get  in  their  way  wliile  they  are  going  to 
fires. 

Mr.  Holmes  replied  that  the  Fire  Department  might 
assume  that  right,  but  he  had  been  assured  that  they 
did  not  have  it,  and  it  would  be  as  well  to  provide  for 
giving  it  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — 


Ordered,  That  tlie  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health  be  requested  to  endeavor  as  far  as  possible,  in 
con,iunction  with  the  Board  of  Health,  or  otherwise, 
to  so  construct  liospitals  for  persons  atfiicted  with 
infectious  diseases  that  tlie  air  escaping  therefrom 
sliall  be  disinfected  as  far  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  requested 
to  consider  and  repent  what  measures  may  be  neces- 
sary to  be  taken  in  relation  to  water  pipes  in  build- 
ings, so  that  they  shall  not  be  liable  to  injury  by  the 
freezing  of  water  therein. 

THE    BADOE   QUESTION. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7  offered  the   following  order: 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  procure  suitalile  badges  for  members  of 
the  Common  Council;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  contingent  expenses  of  tht-  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Wes~t  of  Ward  l(i  said  he  would  suggest  that  a 
little  economy  be  exercised  in  this  matter;  for  at  this 
time  tliey  could  not  afford  to  pour  out  money  like 
water,  and  liadges  might  lie  procured  a  little  less  ex- 
pensive than  heretofore. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  stated  that  when  lie  came  into 
the  Council  he  was  opposed  to  the  members  orna- 
menting themselves  \\  ith  liadges.  bnt  during  the  re- 
cent fire  he  found  badges  to  be  of  great  benefit  and 
desirable.  There  slioulrt  lie  some  badge  for  members 
of  the  Council,  but  he  objected  to  buying  badges  and 
having  the  mcmbeis  take  them  away  wTth  them  on 
leaving  the  (ilo\'ernmen1.  There  might  be  decent 
badges  procured,  witli  the  .simple  stamp  upon  them 
■'Boston  City  Council, ""  and  on  going  out  of  office, 
the  members  should  leave  them. 

Mr.  West  suggest ed  that  with  such  a  mark  upon 
them  alone,  there  wcuild  be  nothing  to  prevent  their 
being  counterfeited. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  said  he  supposed  the  badges 
to  lie  the  same  they  were  three  or  four  years  ago, 
wlieii  he  was  in  the  Council,  and  a  provision 
might  be  made  for  those  alone  who  had  none.  If 
they  were  the  same  substantially,  with  the  exception 
of  the  date,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  provid- 
ing all  the  members  with  new  ones.  He  moved  that 
an  amendment  be  made  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  il  said  he  opposed  the  procur- 
ing of  badges  last  year,  but  found  them  to  be  useful. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16,  of  economy  in  expenditures  for 
badges. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  opposed  the  amendment  and 
stated  that  a  member  of  the  Council  of  1869  shoved 
up  his  badge,  and  it  might  now  lie  seen  worn  by  an 
usher  of  the  Boston  Theatre. 

Mr.  Denny  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
1869,  but  haVl  not  iiarted  with  his  badge.  The  badge 
of  1869  was  the  same  as  that  of  1868. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  believed  the  objection 
could  be  met  by  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1,  by  which  every  member  of  the  Council 
on  retiring  should  leave  his  badge  with  the  City  Mes- 
senger. There  would  then  be  no  spouting  of  them  or 
sporting  of  them  on  the  lappels  of  ushers. 

Mr.  Pease  believed  they  could  obviate  the  whole 
difficulty  by  having  the  city  seal  on  the  badge,  marked 
simply  with  the  words  "City  Council,"  then,  with 
delivering  them  up,  they  would  last  through  all  time. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Denny  was  lost,  when  the 
order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following  orders, 
which  were  severally  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  for  extra 
work  and  material  furnished  by  the  Atlantic  Works 
and  others,  on  the  fire  boat,  as  per  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  the  sum  of  $4646  69;  the 
same  to  be  charg(?d  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, to  make  such  purchases  of  hay,  grahi  and 
horses,  and  make  the  necessary  repairs  on  hose  and 
furnish  such  material  and  supplies  for  the  use  of  this 
department  as  may  lie  needed  from  time  to  time  dur- 
ing the  present  municipal  year:  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  and  herebj-  is  authorized,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  Fire 
Department,  to  make  such  repairs  as  may  be  needed 
on  the  engines,  hose  and  hook  aud  ladder  carriages 
from  time  to  time  during  the  present  municipal  year, 
provided  the  expense  of  said  repairs  does  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  $1000  on  any  one  piece  of  apparatus  at  one 
time;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Fire  Department. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  tlic-  Boivrd  of  Aldtrmeu, 

JANUAKY    ^7,    ly7;5. 


Tho  leaulur  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldei'- 
meii  was  held  this  ufternooir  at  four  o'elook.  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS    MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Ofticers  without  pay — James  Morse 
and  Edward  Barnes  for  Washington"  Village,  Metho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church:  Lewis  F.  Rogers  for  Beacon. 
jVlaril)oroHgh,  B'airfleld  and  Gloucester  streets;  George 
E.  Hosier  for  the  southern  portion  of  the  city. 

E.  K.  Smyth,  Joseph  E.  Dow,  James  W.  Wayland. 
Asa  Porter,' John  P.  Chase,  Augustus  E.  Trask,  Ira 
M.  Lyon  and  Alexander  Campbell,  for  duly  in  the 
Board  of  Health. 

OPFMCBRS   OF   FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Foremen  -Engine  Company  No.  1,  Frederick  S. 
Wright;  No.  2,  i)avid  Smith;  ";i  Frederick  M.  Hines: 
4,  Joseph  Pierce;  .5.  George  A.  Tucker;  ti,  Henry 
Daniels:  7,  Daniel  T.  Harden;  9.  Samuel  L.  Powle; 
10,  James  Porter:  11,  Alauson  C.  Keene;  12,  Moses 
N.Hubbard;  b'l  Ounad  L.  Kosemere;  14,  Levyis  P. 
Webber;  15,  Nicholas  C.  Cogley;  l(i,  VVilliam  W. 
Cai'sley;  IT,  John  F.  Greenwood;  18.  J.  Foster  He\y- 
ins;  IK,  (Jeorge  F.  Fenno;  2U,  George  G.  Dennison; 
21.  James  B.  Graham. 

Foremen- -Hose  Company  No.  1.  Benjamiu  B. 
Brownell:  2.  Nathan  S.  Brown;  8,  Alfred  A.  Young: 
4.  John  H.  liC  Cain;  :>.  George  C.  Fernald:  K,  .lohn 
H.  Weston:  7,  Charles  G.  Green;  8,  Charles  H.  Prince; 
9.  'i'houuis  C.  Byrnes;  10.  John  L.  Bowers. 

Hook  and  Ladder.  No.  1  -Daniel  C.  Bickford,  Fore- 
man: Isaiah  H.VS'are,  Assistant  Foreman;  Thomas  E. 
■  Fennelly.  Oscar  B.  Bnssey,  Royal  A.  Kimball.  Charles 
H.  Kno.x.  Rakemen;  Joseph  M.  Hodet,  Thomas  B. 
Flannagan,  William  .1.  Hicks,  George  F.  Griffin, 
Axemen. 

Hook  &  Ladder  No.  2 — Charles  Simmons,  Foi'e- 
man;  Alden  S.  Turner,  Assistant-Foreman;  George 
Chilcott,  Leroy  P.  La\yrence.  Stephen  C.  Stinson.  Ed- 
win Fish,  Rakemen;  James  W.  Sea\ey,  John  H.El- 
liot. John  Feuno.   George  A.  Brown,  Axemen. 

Hook  &  Ladder  No.  H — Isaac  K.  Jennings,  Fore- 
man; Hiram  D.  Smith,  Assistant-Foreman;  John  W. 
Chase.  Nathan  B.  Whitman,  Robert  B.  Riley.  George 
O.  Ladd.  Rakemen:  Silas  Jaquith,  George  W.  War- 
ren, Christopher  J.  Buriill,  George  A.  KennLson.  Axe- 
men. 

Hook  &  Ladder  Company  No.  ."j— John  B.  Hill. 
Foreman;  Laurin  M.  Clifford,  Assistant-Fcu'eman; 
Joseph  J.  Bell,  Anthony  Martin,  John  A.  Hodgkins. 
Samuel  L.  Whitney,  Rakemen;  John  H.  Howard. 
Appleton  Lathe.  A.  E.  Good\yin.  Dayid  Kurrus, 
Axemen. 

Hook  &  Ladder  Company  No.  fi — Edmund  B.  Smith. 
Foreman:  Samuel  Hridgett.  Assistant-Foreman: 
Elijah  Piper.  James  H.  Bourne,  Axemen. 

Hook  &  Ladder  Company  No.  7 — Edmund  Fru- 
ean.  Foreman;  Lewis  P.  Bird,  Assistant-Foreman. 

Members  of  the  Fir(j  Department— E.  F.  Field,  Ei- 
ward  L.  Bowers,  George  H.  Carter.  Clarence  O. 
Poland,  Lewis  P.  Abbott,  George  O.  Ladd,  Charles  E. 
Nutter— se\erally  to  take  effect  February  1. 

William  Hall,  Jr.,  as  permanent  member,  to  take 
effact  (m  the  1st  of  February. 

The  nominations  of  David  W.  Herrick  as  Sergeant 
of  Police,  and  of  Jacob  T.  Beers  as  Truant  Officer,  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND   REFERRED. 

S.  F.  Marks  &  Son,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Blue-Hill  avenue,  near  How- 
ard street. 

E.  W.  E.  Tompson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  eight  horses  on  Ward  street,  near  Parker 
street. 

Charles  Newhall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  Ave  horses  on  Wales  street,  near  Harvard 
street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
part  of  this  Board. 

Catharine  E.  Sullivan,  for  grade  at  Nos.  83  and  85 
Cove  street. 

C.  E.  Jackson,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  124 
Essex  street. 

Lang  &  Delano  and  others,  that  a  portion  of  India 
wharf  be  called  "India  .square." 

A.  D.  Thompson  and  others,  that  Fifth,  Sixth  and 
Seventh  streets  be  divided  by  name  into  east  and 
west. 


Howland  Otis,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  in 
Paris  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Ja.cob  J.  Banta,  for  pawnbroker's  license  at  95  Sud- 
bury street.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Frank  Walker  and  others,  drivers  of  hose  and 
hook  and  ladder  companies,  that  an  additional  man 
be  placed  in  the  several  houses  of  said  companies. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Charles  Burrill,  that  his  claim  for  services  rendered 
to  the  city  of  Boston  be  referred  to  arbitration:  and 
Thomas  Russell,  George  B.  Ifpton,  E.  S.  Tobey  and 
A.  H.  Rice  and  others  in  aid  of  the  same. 

Thomas  O.  H.  P.  Burnham,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  agents  of  the  city  at  the  recent  fire. 

Josiah  W.  Hubbard,  to  be  paid  for  loss  of  property 
by  action  of  the  city  at  the  late  fire. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  for  change  of  armory. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  abatement 
of  Hanover-street  betterments.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

James  Cruickshanks,  for  appointment  as  City  For- 
ester or  Superintendent  of  Common.  Referred  to 
committee  on  nomination  of  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon, etc. 

Dorchester  Fire  Department,  for  increase  of  pay. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Salaries. 

REPORT   OP   COMMISSIONERS   ON    SINKING    FUNDS. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  for  the  Redemption  of  the  City  Debt, 
was  laid  before  the  Board  in  print. 

The  Commissioners  say — 

The  Board  of  Coanmissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
for  the  Redemption  of  the  Debt  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the  City  Council 
their  fourth  semi-annual  report  for  the  six  months 
ending  December  :}1.  1872. 
The  grow  funded  dcl)t.   December  31,  1872, 

was *29,(>74,766  8U 

The  (/roan  funded  debt,  .1  une  :»,  187:2,  was. . . .    28,404,677  91 

Increase  of  the  f/>'o.«s  funded  debt  during  tlie 
six  months  enUing  December  ;S1, 1872 $1,270,088  89 


The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds,  De- 
cember 31, 1872,  was $12,328,300  63 

The  total  amount  olredemptlou  funds.  June 
Si),  1872,  was 11,734,401  88 


Increase  of  redemption  funds  during  the  six 
months  ending  December  31, 1872 $593,8 


Set  debt  December  31, 1872,  was $17,316,466  17 

A'lfi  debt,  June  30,1872,  was 16,670,276  03 


Increase   of  the   net   debt   during   the   six 
months  ending  December  31, 1872 $676,190  14 

The  Commissioners  give  tables  showing  the  condi- 
tion of  the  several  funds,  a  recapitulation  of  which 
gives  the  following  result:  ' 

Sinking  and  Herenne  PitniU. 

General  Debt  Sinldug  Fund $9,625,993  59 

Water  Debt  SinkingFund 1,220,579  97 

Consolidated  Street  Improvemeut  Loan  Sink- 
ing Fund 392,399  2H 

Appropriation  and  Revenue  Fund,  1871-72 922,510  19 

Suffolk-street  District  Sinking  Fund 

"         "  ■■        Revenue  Fund 

Coliunbus-avenue  Sinking  Fund 

"  "       Revenue  Fund 

ScoUay's  Building  Sinking  Fund 

"  "         Revenue  Fund 

Kingston-street  Widening  Sinking  Fund 

"  "  ■■         Tieyenue  Fund 

Shawmut-avenue  Exienslon  Sinking  Fund 

"              "               "          Revenue  Fund. .. 
Han'lson-avpuup  Kxtension  Sinking  Fwnd 

'■  "  "         Revenue  Fund 

Dudley  and  other  streets  Widening  and  Grad- 
ing Sinking  Fimd 

Dudley  and  other  streets  Widening  and  (Trad- 
ing Revenue  Fund 

Devonshire-street  Extension  Revenue  f\ui<l.. 
Federal-street  Bridge  Widening  Sinking  Fund 

"  "  "  "  Revenue  P'lnid 

South  Market-street  Extension  Revenue  Fund 

Congress-street  Widening  Revenue  Fund 

Kneeland-street  Widening  Revenue  Finid 


60;0«l  00 

13,140  88 

4,800  tX) 

1,145  35 

8,100  00 

596  16 

13,500  00 

2,636  87 

13,500  00 

2,962  SO 

18,200  00 

582  :» 

4,5l»0  tHJ 

190  50 

23,918  48 

2,550  00 

93  26 

732  84 

400  00 

268  6;^. 

$12,328,300  63 


THE    DEBT. 

Total  fimd  d  debt,  June  30, 1872 $28,404,677  91 

Increase  since,  "city  debt," $1,422,000  00 

"water  debt,". , . .      100,000  00 

1,522,000  00 


Paid  troBi  sinking  funds. . 
"  revenue  funds. 


62,911  U 
189,000  00 


$29,926,677  91 


251,911  U 
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'  Gross  funded  debt,  Dec;  31,1872 $29,GT4,766  80 

Less  rederaptiou  funds 12,3^8,300  63 

Net  debt,  Dec.  31, 1872 $17,346,466  17 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  I'ead  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  ,to  pay  Charlotte  E.  Walcott  $83(iO,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  Summer  street. 

Order  to  pay  Jeffrey  Richardson  $7910,  fior  land 
taken  to  widen  Washington  street. 

Order  to  pay  Mortimer  C.  Ferris  $7005,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  High  street. 

Order  to  pay  Michael  A.  Ring  $4030.  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Purchase  stieet.         ,  ,    . 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCtL. 

The  petitions  of  O.  W.  Holmes,  P.  W.  Chandler 
and  others,  Henry  Pigeon  &  Sons,  Pearson  Brothers 
&  Co.,  M.  P.  Kennard  and  others,  weire  severally,  ;i'^- 
ferred  in  concurrence.  ,  ■'         !''        ■    ' 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ers and  of  the  Commissioner  of  Charles-River  and 
Warren  Bridges  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  lile. 

The  following  orders  were  seyeraUy  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Report  and  order  to  pay  John  Donnelly  $100,  for 
use  of  horse  and  wagen  at  the  time  of  the  lire  in  No- 
vember last, 

Order  to  pay  Louis  Frazier  $1000,  for  personal  in- 
juries received  from  defect  in  highway. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Survey,  etd.,  of  Buildings 
to  consider  the  best  mode  of  placing  water  pipes  in 
buildings  to  avoid  frost.  ,,  ...:■..      ; 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  that  steam  lire  en- 
gines on  the  way  to  fires  shall  have  the  right  of  way 
through  the  streets. 

Order  to  provide,  if  possible,  that  the  air  escaping 
from  smallpox  hospitals  shall  be  disinfected.  .  i 

The  order  for  joint  committee  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  Overseers  of  the  Poor  was  passed,  and  Al- 
dermen Brown  and  Bigelow  were  joined  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

DIRECTORS   OF   EAST    BOSTON    FERRIES. 

The  report  nominating  Alderman  Solomon  B.  Stob- 
bins,  Joshua  Weston  and  Asa  H.  Caton  of  the  Coun- 
cil, as  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,was  concurred 
in,  and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  when 
Messrs.  Stebbins,  Weston  and  Caton  were  elected,  in 
concurrence,  each  receiving  nine  votes. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables  as  follows:  John  Barry, 
to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  rear  :3St2 
Commercial  street;  Joseph  Burnett,  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  rear  .5  Henchman 
street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  on  the  subject  of  the  permit  granted  to  Noah 
D.  Joyce,  to  build  a  stable  on  Laurel  street,  Ward 

14,  reported  the  following  order:  '  '''^ ' 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  commencing  the  erec- 
tion of  the  within-mentioned  stable  be  extended  to 
April  1.  187:3.  on  aoconnt  of  frost. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward  from  the  Committee  on  Licen- 
ses reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows:  Frank- 
lin Sprague  and  Henry  J.  Clinker,  as  auctioneers; 
and  to  sundry  persons  for  biiliard  licenses  and 
dealers  in  second-hand  articles.     Severally  accepted. 

The  committee  also  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  A.  Hetherston  for  a  licen.'se  as  a  victualler, 
and  of  T.  P.  Denny  to  give  a  variety  exhibition  at  the 
.   St.  James  Theatre.    Accepted.  '  ' 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  the  Bay 
State  Suspender  Company  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  at  No.  24  Kneeland  street.  :Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mar- 
ket, reported  in  favor  of  the  transfer  of  lease  of  half 
interest  in  stall  No.  .32  and  cellar  9  of  Faneuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket from  Francis  Krognian  to  Samuel  J).  Krpgman. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Claflin 
&  Co.  and  others,  in  relation  to  Pearl  street,  made  a 
report  recommending  that  so  much  of  said  petition  as 
relates  to  street  lamps  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Lamps.     Accepted. 

■■  Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  W.  G.  White  and 
others,  that  Winter  street,  Ward  l(i,  beset.apart  for 
coasting  purposes.    Accepted.       ,        . 

Alderman- Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Comit- 
teeon  the   Survey   and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to 


whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  H.  Pigeon  &  Sons, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  shed  beyond  the  legal 
dimensions  at  East  Boston,  made  a  report  recom- 
m-ending  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  Henry  Pigeoii  &  Sons  to 
build  a  wooden  shed  at  East  Boston,  according  to  an 
application  on  tile  in  the  ottice  of  the  Department  for 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  E.  Maclean  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  beyond  the  legal 
dimensions  on  Park  and  Adams  streets,  Ward  16, 
made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  E.  Maclean  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Park  and  Adams  streets.  Ward 
16.  in  accordance  with  an  application  on  file  in  the 
oftice  of  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings;  provided  the  said  building  be 
placed  upon  brick  piers  suitable  to  support  the  su- 
perstructure. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

TRUSTEES   OP   CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  made  a  report  in  part  at  this  time, 
recommending  the  electi<ni  of  the  following  named 
persons  as  representatives  of  the  City  Council  on  said 
Board  of  Trustees: 

Alderman — James  Power. 

Common  Council— Timothy  J.  Dacey,  James  F. 
Marston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  when  the  sev- 
eral persons  named  were  unanimously  elected. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint '  Standing  Com- 
mitte  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Boston  Cooperative  Association  that  a: 
new  bond  for  land  sold  to  them  be  substituted  to  re- 
place the  one  injured  by  the  late  fire  Nov.  9  and  10, 
1872,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered^  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  issue  a  new  bond  to  the  Bo.ston  Co- 
operative Association  for  land  sold  them  by  the  city  on 
East  Canton  street,  subject  to  such  conditions  as  shall 
meet  the  approval  of  the  City  Solicitor,  said  bond 
to  replace  the  one  destroyed   by  fire  Nov.  9,  10,  1872. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lauds,  made  a  report  that  ah  order 
was  passed  by  the  City  Council  and  approved  by  his 
Honor  Mayor  Gaston".  January  4.  1878,  \^■hereby  the 
Treasurer  was  aulhorized  to  cancel  certain  bonds 
which  were  given  by -John  S.Blair  and  Charles  W. 
Skinner  for  land  purchased  by  them  on  Harrison  ave- 
nue, upon  their  surrendering  "the  agreements  received 
frcmi  the  city  to  convey  said  land,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lands  was  directed  to  issue  new  agree- 
ments to  Ezekicl  S.  Johnson  and  Joseph  F.  Came, 
upon  their  giving  to  the  city  bonds  in  the  amount  as 
set  forth  by  the  Treasurer  to  be  due  on  the  bonds  of 
said  Blair  and  Skinner,  said  bonds  and  agreements  to 
be  dated  January  1,  1873.  ■ 

'i'he  committee  learn  from  the  Superintendent  that 
the  papers  could  not  bo  prepared  In  season  to  receive 
the  signatures  of  the  late  Mayor,  and  as  the  present 
incumbent  was  not  in  office  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, he  is  pre\enfed  from  signing  them,  as  the  date 
cannot  be  changed  until  further  action  is  taken  by  the 
City  Council. 

They,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders: 

Ordered.  That  the  order  passed  by  the  Glty  Council 
Jan.  4,  1873.  directing  certain  bonds  and  agreements 
standing  in  the  name  of  John  S.  Blair  and  Charles 
W.  Skinner  be  cancelled  and  new  ones  be  made  out 
to  E.  S.  Johnson  and  Joseph  P.  Came,  and  dated  Jan. 
1.  1873,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

The  other  order  was  in  terms  the  same  as  the  orig- 
inal which  was  passed,  to  meet  the  difticulty  repre- 
sented by  the  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
passed. 

NOMINATIONS   OF   CITY    OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  nominate  a  candidate  for  City  Messenger,  made 
a  report  recommending  the  reelection  of  Alvah  H. 
Peters. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  sent 
down. 

Alderman  Stebbins.  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  candidate  for  Superintendent  of 
Fire  Alarms,  made  a  report  recommending  the  re- 
election of  John  F.  Kennard. 
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'i'ho  report  was  acci'iited  and  ordoicd  to  he  sent 
down. 

Aldcrmun  Saywurd,  from  tlia  joint  special  eoin- 
lllitt<'c  to  nnniinate  a  candidate  for  Superinlendenl  of 
I'ublic  Buildings,  made  a  report  reconimendinu'  the 
reelection  of  .James  ('.  Tncker. 

Tlie  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  lie  sent 
down. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Sewers  and  the  commiinicaticm  of  the  Cimnnis- 
sioiiers  on  the  Charles-Kiver  and  Warren  Bridges,  for 
additional  appropriations,  reported  the  accompanyinfj; 
order,  granting  the  requests: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  represents  that  the  sev- 
eral Contingent  funds  for  the  joint  standing  commit- 
tees witliout  appropriations,  the  Common  Council 
and  the  Board  of  Alderman  as  exhausted.  'I'hey 
therefore  embrace  in  the  order  .small  transfers  to  said 
funds  sutticient  to  meet  the  wants  under  those  heads 
for  the  balance  of  the  Hnancial  year. 

(Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  State  tax  to  that  for  Sewers,  .flO.OOO;  from 
that  for  Lamps  to  lliat  for  Charles  I^iver  and  Warren 
bridges,  .flO.UOl);  to  the  Contingent  Fund  Board  of 
Aldermen,  .firiOl);  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 
Common  Council,  $1.")00;  to  the  Contiugent  Fund  of 
the  joint  committees  of  the  City  Council.  ,f  l.oOO. 

Tlie  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

COUrST-STKEKT    WIDBNINGS. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
made  a  report  that  an  additicmal  loan  of  $2,000,000 
will  lie  required  for  the  widening,  extending,  grading 
and  paving  of  streets  within  the  Burnt  District,  so 
called,  ancl  for  all  damages  and  expenses  in  conse- 
quence thereof. 

A  loan  of  .fl, 000,000  was  authorized  for  this  pur- 
pose hv  an  order  of  the  Citv  Council  approved  l)ec. 
28.  1872. 

Orders  have  already  passed  the  City  Council  to 
widen  the  following  streets,  v^'hich  if  settled  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  award  of  damages  made  by  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners,  would  more  tlian  exhaust 
the  present  loan  bv  $14,418:  viz.,  Washington  street, 
$:W8,547;  Summer  street.  $294,138:  High  street,  $.54.- 
302:  Purchase  street,  $93,913;  Lindall  street,  $80,280; 
Otis  street.  $.5.5.192:  Devonshire  street.  $98,0.51.  Total. 
$1,014,418. 

It  is  impossible  at  the  present  time  to  estimate  the 
cost  of  the  remaining  street  improvements,  as  the 
proposed  lines  of  widening  of  several  of  the  principal 
streets  have  not  been  fully  determined  upon  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners:  but  in  the  judgment 
of  the  committtee  the  cost  of  these  improvements, 
iiichiding  the  grading,  paving  and  other  attendant  ex- 
penses, will  approach,  if  not  exceed,  $2,000,000. 

They  would  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanving  order,  making  an  additional  loan 
of  $2,000,000:  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  l)e  and  hereby  is  au- 
thorized, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  .$2,000,000:  the  same 
to  be  added  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

OPENING   THE     PUBLIC   LIBRARY     ON   SUNDAYS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Library,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  requesting  the' Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  to  open  the  reading  room  of  the  library  on 
Sundays  from  2  to  9  P.  M.,  made  a  report  that  the  or- 
der ought  to  pass. 

Alderman  Uulbert  of  the  committee  dissented. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  Board  a  remonstrance 
from  Henry  Burroughs  and  others  against  the  open- 
ing of  the  Public  Library   on  Sundays. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Alderman  Hulbert  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  laid  over  in  deference  to  a  large  class  of  the  com- 
munity who  were  opposed  to  the  measure,  and  to  the 
remonstrants. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  it  to  be  unnecessary  to 
delay  action  on  the  subject,  which  had  been  well  con- 
sidered, yet  he  was  not  particular  to  act  upon  it  to- 
day. * 

The  order  was  laid  over  on  the  sugTCstion  of  Alder- 
man Hulbert,  who  subsequently  witlidrew  his  objec- 
tions lo  immediate  action,  and  it  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  dissented  from  the  pro- 
posed action  of  the  committee  for  a  few  reasons. 
The  religious  consideration  he  would  not  urge,  al- 
though he  had  decided  convictions  upon  the  sanctity  of 
the  Sabbath  and  its  advantages,  but  he  would  not  jji-e- 
sent  his  personal  ideas  in  relation   to  it.     His  reasons 


for  opposing  the  opening  of  the  library  on  Sunday  were 
tliat  a  large  ])orli(m  of  the  community  feel  deep  on 
the  subject,  and  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  such 
an  o))ening  of  the  library.  It  would  be  only  o])ening 
a  door  which  they  believed  would  not  be  for  tho  pub- 
lic good,  and  would  be  to  tlu'in  a  subject  of  regret 
and  grief. 

The  number  and  character  of  this  class  of  the  cora- 
nninity  was  of  so  much  importance  that  they  were 
entitled  to  their  consideration,  and  they  could  not 
ignore  the  scruples  (f  so  large  a  body  of  citizens. 
Others  who  favored  the  measure  believed  there  might 
l)c  some  good  in  opening  the  library.  Their  reasons 
did  not  go  down  so  deep  as  the  religious.,  scruples  of 
those  opposed.  hi  ans\\-ering  to  their  demand 
for  opening  the  library,  it  may  be  tirged  that 
those  who  wish  can  get  books  from  the  library  on 
Saturday  night,  and  ho  one  can  suffer  for  want,  of 
reading. 

It  was  said  there  was  a  lar^e  class  of  young  men 
W'ho  needed  such  a  means  of  improvement,  hut  there 
were  accommodations  for  only  from  seventy-five  to 
one  hundred  at  best,  and  tliese  few  were  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  while  a  large  body  of  the  community  were 
to  be  aggrieved  by  tlie  action.  Without  stating  his 
own  convictions,  lie  would  put  it  squarely  that  they 
had  no  right  to  ignore  the  convictions  of  so  large  "a 
liody  of  citizens.  On  that  ground  he  opposed  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Quiney  stated  that  no  one  could, l)e  more 
opposed  than  he  to  any  attempt  at  Germanizing  or 
Frenchifying  our  quiet  New  .England  Sabbath,  and 
did  he  believe  this  to  be  a  stej)  in  that  direction  it 
would  meet  his  earnest  opposit,ion.  He  hoped  never 
to  see  our  theatres  open  on  that  day,  nor  the  Sabbath 
changed  into  a  boisterous,  dissipated  holiday:  and 
precisely  because  he  held  .^uch  views  did  he  favor  the 
passage  of  the  order.  Tlie  question,  as  it  presented 
itself  to  his  mind,  was  whether  llie  jiroposed  measure 
would  or  would  not  favor  a  quiet,  orderly  and  im- 
proving manner  of  spending  the  hours  of  leisure 
which  the  industrious  classes  have  at  their  command 
on  that  day.  -  .  ■.■. 

It  had  been  objected  that  those  who  now  spend  tlie 
Sabbath  in  vice  would  not  go  near  the  Public  Library, 
open  or  shut.  Indoubtedly  this  was  so.  but  it  was 
to  the  young  men  and  boys  who  had  not  yet 
gone  wrong,  and  who  were  at  a  loss  what 
to  do  with  their  Sunday  hours,  to  whom  the 
doors  of  an  institution"  like  this  should  be 
thrown  wide.  Nothing  was,  truer  tliau  the  homely 
maxim  that  "Satan  finds  some  mischief  still  for  iclle 
hands  to  do."  It  is  the  young  man  loafing  aimlessly 
about  the  city,  because  he  did  irt  know  Vhat  to  do 
with  his  time,  who  would  be  apt  to  accept  a  seat  be- 
hind a  fast  horse  if  offered  by  a  fas^  companion,  and 
awake  on  Monday  with  a  headache  and  empty  pock- 
ets. It  was  the  undoubted  duty  of  the  City  Ooveru- 
nient  to  use  every  exertion  towards  closing  liquor  sa- 
loons and  resorts  of  vice  on  Sunday;  Init  in  vii.w  of 
the  fact  that  entire  success  in  this  direction  cannot 
be  expected  before  the  millennium,  what  more  sensi- 
ble course  could  be  taken  than  to  open  the  Public 
Library  as  an  opposition  .establishment  and  a  means 
of  depriving  the  first-n.amed  places  of  future  custom- 
ers, even  if,  as  asserted,  no  effect  can  be  exnected  on 
their  present  habitues.  . '.  ■       ' 

Attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact  that  a  former 
City  ftovernment  had  asked  the  opinion  of  their 
legal  adviser,  which  had  been  given  to  the  effect  that 
tlie  proposed  measure  would  I'onflict  with  the  letter 
of  the  statute  which  forbids  alT  l.abfu's,  except  those 
of  necessity  or  charity,  on  the  Lord's  Day.  With  all 
respect  for" the  opinion  then  ex|n'essed  l\v  the  City  So- 
licitor, it  should  not  preclude  the  present  and  all  sub- 
sequent city  governments  from  faking  notice  of  the 
fact  that  the  point  i>  one  upon  which  lawyers  differ, 
a  dimetrically  opposite  opinion  having  been  given 
i)y  the  legal  adviser  of  another  city  in  the  ('(unnion- 
wealth.  The  opinicm  of  our  City  Solicitor  covei'cd 
two  points.  First,  that  this  uu'asiire  is  not  a  work  of 
necessity  or  charity,  and.  second,  that  not  being  such, 
it  falls  under  the  statute  i)rohibition.  (irantfng  the 
first  position,  although  controxcrted  by  other  able 
lawyers,  if  it  shall  appear  to  us  at  this  day  that  there 
is  doubt  whether  tlu'  inference  is  not  too  broad,  is 
there  anythino-  in  custom'  courtesy  or  law.  which  ren- 
ders this  opinion  obligatory  upon  us  who  did  not  ask 
for  it.  The  speaker  theii  read  extracts  fi'oni  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  the  9th  of  Allen,  in  sui)l)ort 
of  the  position,  that  some  labors  vu'ither  of  necessity 
or  charity  did  not  fall  under  the  statute  of  prohibi- 
tion. His  position  was.  that  if.  notwithstanding  past 
opinions  of  the  City  Solicitor  there  ai)pearcil  room  for 
a  reasonable  doubt,  the  benefit  of  (hat  doubt  should 
be  given  to  the  classes  whose  highest  interests  he 
considered  the  ineasme  would  i)romote. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  order  was  jjassed. 
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ADDITIONAX,   ACCOMMODATIONS    FOR    PUBLIC   OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  were  referred  several  communica- 
tions for  additional  accommodations  for  different  de- 
partments of  the  public  business.  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions,  Assessors,  and  for  an  office  for  the 
Board  of  Health,  made  a  report. 

The  committee  had  learned  that  they  could  pro- 
cure the  building  In  Pemberton  square  occupied  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 
which,  in  many  respects,  was  fitted  for  the  uses  for 
which  it  would  be  required,  and  this  building  could 
be  had  for  a  term  of  ten  years  at  a  rent  of  $7000  per 
annum.  They  accordingly  report  an  order  accept- 
ing the  lease  of  said  building  for  ten  years  on  the 
terms  proposed. 

On  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  passage  of 
the  order,  Alderman  Power  wished  to  know  if  the 
building  was  to  be  procured  for  the  use  alone  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  If  so,  the  board  would  prove  to  be 
a  much  more  expensive  body  than  was  anticipated. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  it  was  not  for  the 
use  of  the  Board  of  Health,  which  it  was  designed 
should  be  kept  in  the  City  Hall.  It  was  proposed  to 
remove  certain  other  institutions  to  give  further 
facilities  for  departments  of  business  which  require 
more  room.  The  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
might  be  removed,  and  there  might  be  some  other 
removals.  The  Assessors  need  more  room,  and  had 
asked  for  it,  and  it  would  be  better  for  all  concerned 
that  some  changes  be  made.  Such  a  disposition  of 
the  room  woulcT  be  made  as  might  prove  to  be  best 
under  the  circumatances,  yet  that  could  not  he  deter- 
mined now. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  heard  that  a  building 
could  be  had  in  Pemberton  square  for  $3000  a  year. 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  provision  was  to  be 
made  for  the  work  of  i-evising  the  voting  lists,  which 
could  be  done  away  from  the  City  Hall. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  he  had  not  heard 
of  any  building  in  Pemberton  square  which  could  be 
had  for  $3000.  The  revising  of  the  votin"  ILsts  and 
such  other  business  as  can  best  be  removed,  could  be 
accommodated  in  the  building  proposed.  The  Milk 
Inspector  might  be  removed,  but  he  could  not  tell 
what  might  be  most  advantageous  in  the  way  of 
changes. 

Alderman  Clark  wished  to  know  whether  there  was 
not  room  in  the  Charity  Bureau  for  the  Board  of 
Health,  Milk  Inspector,  and  other  offices'? 

Alderman  Sayward  did  not  know  of  any  room  m 
the  Charity  Bureau,  whlls  they  did  succeed  last  year 
in  getting  one  office  there. 

Alderman  Gibson  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid 
over. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  in  favor  of  such 
changes  in  office  room  which  would  be  most  advan- 
tageous, but  he  had  understood  there  was  plenty  of 
room  in  the   Charity  Bureau. 

Alderman  Sayward  withdrew  his  motion  for  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  and  the   order  went  over. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  late  Fire 
was  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department, 

OBDEES   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  widening  Bedford 
street  from  Washington  to  Chauncy  street,  as  author- 
ized by  vote  of  the  City  Council  January,  1873,  and 
estimated  at  $25,865,  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  S.  B.  Heustis,  police  offi- 
cer, for  extra  services,  amounting  to  $17.  be  allowed 
for  payment  by  the  Auditor,  provided  it  is  approved 
in  the  usual  manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  owners  and 


abutters  on  the  nortliei-ly  side  of  Milk  street,  between 
Devonshire  and  Broad  streets,  to  close  up  all  open- 
ings in  the  sidewalks  and  remove  all  obstructions  ia 
front  of  their  estates  extending  over  the  line  of  said 
street,  within  ten  days;  and  in  default  thereof  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  close 
said  openings  and  remove  said  obstructions  at  the 
expense  of  the  owners  of  said  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  owners  and  abut- 
ters on  High  street,  between  Pearl  and  Gridley  streets, 
to  close  up  all  openings  in  the  sidewalks  and  remove 
all  obstructions  in  front  of  their  estates  extending 
over  the  line  of  said  street,  within  ten  days:  and  in 
default  thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  here- 
by directed  to  close  said  openings  and  remove  said 
obstructions  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  said 
estates. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  owners  and 
abutters  on  Devonshire  street,  between  Milk  and 
Summer  streets,  to  close  up  all  openings  in  the  side- 
walks and  remove  all  obstructions  in  front  of  their 
estates  extending  over  the  line  of  said  street,  within 
ten  days:  and  in  default  thereof  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  close  said  <ii)cnings 
and  remove  said  obstructions  at  the  expense  of  the 
owners  of  said  estates. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson, 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Police,  be  authorized  to 
purchase  such  supplies  as  are  required  for  the  Police 
Department  during  the  ensuing  year  ;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1940  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  to  pay  the  bill  of  steam-tug  Lewis  Os- 
born  for  services  rendered  at  the  flre  on  the  nights  of 
Nov.  7th  and  10th,  and  on  the  ruins  of  the  following 
week:  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Fire  Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  in  connection 
with  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  be  au- 
thorized, if  in  their  judgment  it  is  necessary  for  the 
public  .safety  and  convenience,  to  apply  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  additional  legislation  to  regulate  the 
heiglit  of  buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power, 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
^rade  of  Devonshire  street,  between  Milk  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by 
the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Jan.  23,  18T3.  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Alderman  Hulbert  offered  the  following  order 
which  was  read  once: 

Whereas,  the  public  business  at  times  requires  the 
attendance  of  members  of  the  City  Council  at  hours 
that  render  it  inconvenient  for  them  to  obtain  meals 
at  accustomed  times  and  places;  and  whereas,  it  is 
reasonable  that  provision  should  be  made  for  ob- 
taining them  elsewhere;  therefore 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  each  Alderman 

dollars  and  to  each  member  of  the  Common  Council 

dollars  semi-annually,  to  cover  such   expenses: 

and  that  no  amount  shall  be  paid  from  the  City  Treas- 
ury for  refreshments  or  meals,  beyond  the  sums  here- 
by appropriated  either  by  committees,  individual 
members  of  either  branch  of  the  City  Council. 

ORDERS    HEAD   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Orders  to  pay  heirs  of  Thomas  Tile.ston  $15, 0^13,  for 
land  taken  to  widen  Purchase  street:  to  pay  heirs  of 
Mary  Tileston  $3720,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Pur- 
chase street;  to  pay  heirs  of  Charles  O.  Rogers  $8034. 
for  land  taken  to  widen  Summer  street. 
Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

JANUARY    aO,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Conn- 
cil  was  held  this  evening,  at  TJtf  o'clork,  Edward  O. 
Shepard.  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  report  of  commissioners  to  investigate  the 
cause  and  management  of  the  recent  great  lire,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  in 
concurrence. 

The  petitions  of  Thomas  O.  H.  P.  Burnham, 
Charles  Burrill,  Josiah  W.  Hubbard,  members  of  the 
Fire  Department  in  Ward  Ki,  Jame.s  Cruickshauks, 
Company  A  Ninth  Regiment,  and  the  request  for  ad- 
ditional members  of  hose  and  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies, were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  remonstrance  of  Henry  Burroughs  and  others 
against  the  opening  of  the  Public  Library  on  Sunday 
was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  re- 
port and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $2,000,000  to  be 
added  to  the  Bnnit  District  loan,  was  concurred  in. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and 
passed: 

Report  and  orders  rescinding  the  order  concerning 
certain  bonds  and  agreements  with  John  S.  Blair  and 
Charles  W.  Skinner,  and  new  ones  made  out  to  Eze- 
kiel  S.  Johnson  and  Joseph  F.  Came,  and  directing 
the  issuing  of  other  aoreements  to  said  Johnson  and 
Came  on  tlie  terms  and  conditions  therein  set  forth. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  be  issued  to  Hen- 
ry Pigeon  &  Sons  to  build  a  shed  at  East  Boston. 
"  Report  and  order  authorizing  a  new  bond  to  be  is- 
sued to  the  Boston  Cofiperative  Association,  for  land 
sold  to  them  b}'  the  city  on  East  Canton  street,  on 
the  conditions  named  in  said  order. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  apply  to  the  (General  Court  for  additional 
legislation  to  regulate  the  height  of  buildings  in  this 
city. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  be  issued 
to  E.  McLean  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Park  and 
Adams  streets.  Ward  Ki. 

Report  and  order  for  a  tratisfer  from  the  ajjpropri- 
ation  for  State  Tax  to  that  for  sewers  of  .$ "fO.OOO;  from 
that  for  Lamps  to  Charles-River  and  Warren  Bridges, 
110,000;  to  the  Contingent  Funds  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  CommonC'ouncil,  and  the  Joint  Com- 
mittees of  the  City  Council,  $1,500  each. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Order  that  the  bill  of  S.  B.  Henstis  of  $17,  for  extra 
service  as  a  police  officer,  be  allowed  for  payment, 
provided  it  be  approved  in  the  usual  manner. 

Order  that  $1940  be  apjiropriated  to  pay  the  hill  of 
steam-tug  Lewis  Osbom  for  services  at  the  fire  of 
Nov.  i)th  and  10th,  and  during  the  following  week. 

TRUSTEES   OF   CITY   HOSPITAL. 

The  report  nominating  Alderman  James  Power  and 
Common  Conncllmen  Timothy  J.  Dacey  and  .lames 
P.  Marston  as  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  was  ac- 
cepted, under  suspension  of  the  rule?,  when  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  election  of  said  persons  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  was  read,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to 
an  election. 

Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i,  Martin  of  Ward  7  and 
N.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive  and  count  the  votes,  the  result  of  which  was 
as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 'JH 

Alderman  .James  Power r>4 

Councilman  Timothy  J .  Dacey 5:! 

Councihnan  James  F.  Marston 53 

Messrs.  Power,  Dacey  and  Marston  were  declared 
to  be  elected,  in  concurrence. 

The  several  reports  nominating  Alvah  H.  Peters  as 
City  Messenger,  James  C.  Tucker  as  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  and  John  F.  Kennard  as  Super- 
intendent of  Fire  Alarms,  were  read  and  laid  over 
under  the  rule  and  ordinance. 

THE   SUNDAY-LIBRARY   QUESTION. 

The  report  in  favor  of  the  order  for  the  opening  of 
the  reading  rooms  of  the  Public  Library  from  2  to  9  P. 
M.  on  Sundays,  and  the  dissent  of  Charles  Hulbert 
therefrom,  came  up  for  concurrence  in  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  presented  the  remonstrance  of 
Rev.  W.  C.  High  and  forty-fourothersof  East  Boston 


against  the  opening  of  the  Public  Libi'ary  on  Sunday. 
Remon.strances  were    al.<o   presented   from   M.  Field  , 
Fowler  and  others  and  from  D.  B.  (Mieney  and  forty- 
seven  others. 

Severally  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Jloliues  of  Ward  (i  made  some  remarks,  giving 
a  history  of  the  action  of  the  City  (Government  on 
this  question,  from  1859  to  the  present  year,  with  the 
several  vetoes  of  the  orders  which  had  been  passed, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  against  the  law-  . 
fulness  of  the  actj  with  the  legislative  action  on  the 
subject.  .  ■ 

In  relation  to  the  legal  question,  his  opinion  was 
that  there  was  a  fair  ground  for  doubt,  and.  the  only  , 
way  of  its  settlement  was  by  a  decision  of  the.  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court.  It  was  desirable,  then,  that  . 
the  order  should  be  passed  for  the  purpose  of  .  bring- 
ing the  matter  before  the  court,  and  he  trusted  that 
its  passage  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Peaseof  Ward  1  believed  that  the  opening  of 
the  library  on  Sundays  was  fraught  \vith  evil,  un- 
wise, aiid  of  no  good  whatever,  and  was  designed  to 
legalize  what  the  City  Solicitor  had  declared  to  be  . 
illegal.  There  were  s'aid  to  be  doubts  about  the  cor- 
recliness  of  the  opinion  of  the  C'ity  Solicitor,  and  so 
there  had  been  doubts  expressed  about  other  opinions 
of  the  City  Solicitor  upon  matters  which  had  beep 
submitted  to  him.  Some  members  of  the  Council 
appear  as  ready  1o  jump  at  this  measure  as  members 
of  Congress  do  at.  the  Credit  Mobilier.  If  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  a  legal  adviser,  his  opinions  should  be 
respected,  else  it  is  not  worth  while  to  have  such  an 
officer.  He  hoped  therefore  that  the  order  would  not 
be  passed,  and  called  for  yeas  and  nays  on  its  pass- 
age, which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  hoped  the  order  would  not  be 
passed  tonight,  for  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  upon 
it.  The  new  members  of  the  Council  had  had  no 
opportunity  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  which 
had  not  been  before  them.  He  was  aware  that  the 
subject  had  been  before  the  City  Council  in  past 
years,  yet  it  had  not  been  before  this  Council  in  all  its 
bearings. 

There  were  diversity  of  opinions  held  on  the  subject 
by  the  community,  and  while  some  believed  it  would 
be  a  violation  of  conscience  to  sanction  such  a  measure, 
others  believed  there  were  those  who  were  deprived 
of  opportunities  of  improving  their  minds  who  would 
be  benefited  by  opening  the  library.  He  had  his  own 
convictions  on  the  subject,  but  was  not  prepared  to 
discuss  the  subject  now.  The  measure  had  been 
pressed  through  the  Board  of  Aldermen  without  dis- 
cussion and  almost  without  consideration.  He  did 
not  know  of  any  petition  which  had  been  presented 
in  favor  of  it,  but  it  was  of  sufficient  importance  for 
the  expression  of  opinions  of  the  community,  while 
remonstrances  had  been  presented  against  the  pass- 
age of  the  order. 

Many  i)ersons  wish  to  be  heard  in  opposition  to  it, 
and  some  had  been  to  him  expressing  the  wish  to  be 
heard.  They  should  give  an  opportunity  for  such 
citizens  as  are  in  favor  of  it,  or  remonstrants,  to  be 
lieard  by  petitions  or  in  person.  He  would  move 
that  the  order  he  laid  over  or  postponed  one  week, 
and  that  it  be  specially  assigned  to  Thursday  even- 
ing next,  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5  said  he  should  make  no  objec- 
tion to  the  question  lying  over,  yet  he  was  ready  to 
meet  it  now.  He  had  his  convictions  on  the  subject, 
and  those  would  lead  him  to  oppose  the  measure  on 
the  ground  of  principle.  Yet  he  was  ready  to  pass 
the  order  in  deference  to  the  clamor  of  the  people  for 
the  opening  of  the  library,  and  have  the  matter  set- 
tled by  testing  the  question  before  the  courts.  If  he 
thought  the  effect  would  be  to  lead  to  the  opening  of 
the  theatres  on  Sunday,  he  should  opjjose  it  entirely. 
He  believed  in  the  sacrechiess  of  the  institution  of 
the  Sabbath,  hut  if  it  was  for  the  interests  of  society 
and  for  the  good  of  young  men,  as  it  was  claimed,  to 
have  the  reading  room  opened,  as  a  place  in  which  to 
spend  their  time  more  profitably  than  about  the 
streets,  or  in  places  of  vice,  he  would  vote  for  the , 
order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  9  said  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  reminded  him  of  a  statement  of 
a  gentleman  from  Ward  1  in  the  last  C!ouncil,  that  he  , 
made  up  his  remarks  on  the  subject  forty  years  ago, 
yet  he  wished  a  week  in  wnich  to  consider  the  subject. ' 
The  question  had  been  talked  upon  so  much  that  ev- 
erybody must  have  made  up  his  mind  on  it.  and  there 
was  no  need  of  delay  until  petitions  and  remon- 
strances should  be  received.  The  public  expect  the 
City  Council  to  pass  the  ordi^r.  Last  year  there  were 
a  great  number  of  petitions  in  favor  of  the  measure, 
and  there  weie  hearings,  greatly  to  tlu^  discomfort  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

W^e  know  that  the  Calvinistic  sects  are  all  opposed 
to  the  opening  of  the  Public  Library  on  Sunday, 
while  the  great  body  of  the  community  are  in  f  avov 
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of  it.  There  could  be  nothing  gained  l)y  delay,  and  it 
would  cause  a  long  discussion.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  order  would  not  he  laid  over.  It  would  re- 
quire a  two-thirds  vote  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order 
for  its  second  reading,  and  it  would  be  as  wall  to 
make  a  test  of  the  question  tonight. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Watd  6  said  it  was  often  embarrass- 
ing to  require  members  of  the  Council  to  vote  on 
measures  when  they  ask  for  delay,  and  he  would  not 
object  to  laying  the  order  over  if  it  was  desired. 

Mr.  Pease  inquired  to  whom  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  referred,  as  having  stated  that  he  formed  his 
opinions  forty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Perkins  replied  that  it  was  not  him  to  whom 
he  referred. 

Mr.  Cudworth  of  Ward  11  said  he  hoped  the  order 
would  be  laid  over,  for  he  had  not  thought  of  it, 
and  wished  to  be  better  prepared  to  act  upon  the 
subject.  There  was  a  large  class  in  the  community 
who  had  conscientious  scruples  in  many  re- 
spects in  relation  to  opening  the  library  on 
Sundays,  and  it  was  not  what  many  good  citizens 
care  to  have.  In  days  gone  by  good  citizens  had  op- 
posed the  measure,  and  that  there  were  others  in  fa- 
vor it  was  perhaps  true,  but  he  should  wish  to  have 
time  to  look  into  it  more  thoroughly  before  voting  on 
it. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  said  he  was  prepared  to 
vote  upon  the  order,  but  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  when 
others  wished  further  time  for  deliberation, 
he  was  disposed  to  grant  it.  There  was  no  hurry  for 
action,  for  there  was  time  enough.  So  far  as  related 
to  the  question  of  petitions  in  favor  of  opening  the 
library  on  Sunday,  there  had  been  many  petitions  to 
the  Cfty  Council  m  favor  (jf  it.  Among  the  remon- 
strants he  noticed  one  who  liad  been  a  large  stock- 
holder in  the  Metropolitan  Raih-oad  Company,  and  so 
long  as  the  city  allowed  the  Chestnut-Hill  drive- 
way to  be  open  on  Sundays,  which  might  be  shut  up, 
he  could  not  see  any  objection  to  opening  the  li- 
brary. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pickering, 
said  the  gentleman  referred  to  as  a  remonstrant  had 
always  been  consistently  opposed  to  the  running  of 
the  horse  cars  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Perkins  urged  that  so  long  as  it  would  require 
a  two-thirds  vote  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  it 
would  be  as  well  to  order  the  question  to  a  second 
reading  now  and  let  it  it  go  over.  The  order  requir- 
ing an  expenditure  of  money,  it  must  go  over  under 
the  rules. 

Mr.  Denny  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  express  his 
own  convictions  now,  but  in  deference  to  those  who 
were  not  in  the  Council  when  the  matter  had  been 
considered,  and  those  who  wished  to  be  heard  on  the 
subject,  he  hoped  it  would  be  laid  over.  He  was  al- 
ways suspicious  of  measures  which  are  rushed 
through  the  City  Council,  and  remembered  that  when 
he  was  in  the  Council  before  a  measure  which  was 
defeated  at  the  last  meeting  was  taken  up  again  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year  and  rushed  through, 
yet  afterwards  was  a  cause  for  I'egret.  There  might 
not  be  the  same  cause  for  opposing  this,  yet  when 
eftorts  ai'e  made  to  press  a  measure,  suspicious  will 
be  attached  to  it.  It  could  not  suffer  by  a  week's 
delay. 

Mi'.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  it  appeared  from  a  state- 
ment of  the  question  that  all  parties  would  be  ac- 
commodated by  the  matters  coming  up  a  week 
hence,  and  that  was  all  that  each  desired.  If  ordered 
to  a  second  reading  tonight  to  take  its  second  at  the 
next  meeting,  every  one  will  be  accommodated,  and 
no  one  will  have  reason  to  find  fault.  In  regard  to  a 
decision  by  the  court,  this  question  [substantially  was 
before  the  court  in  1864,  when  Chief-Justice  Bigelow 
"ave  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  making  of  a  will  on 
Sunday,  that,  although  it  was  not  a  work  of  necessity 
or  charity,  it  was  valid. 

Mr.  Dean  read  at  length  the  opinion  of  Judge  Bige- 
low,  from  which  he  iut'erred  that  the  same  principle 
being  involved,  had  not  the  City  Solicitor  given  his 
opinion,  the  year  before,  he  would  not  have  given  it. 
There  could  be  no  better  opinion  than  that  of  Judge 
Bigelow,  which  gives  as  the  construction  of  the  stat- 
utes, that  they  Were  designed  to  ail'ect  the  various 
matters  which  relate  to  the  ordinary  business  of  life, 
in  restraining  the  carrying  on  of  trade  or  traffic 
on  Sunday.  The  law  was  intended  not  to 
carry  prohibition  further  than  this.  IMr.  Dean 
read  also  from  letters  of  Mr.  Bates  to  Mr.  Ward 
as  an  object  in  giving  money  to  found  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  that  he  had  in  view  a  moral  effect  as  well 
as  intellectual  improvement.  This  was  shown  in 
what  he  said  of  having  a  place  well  warmed  and 
lighted  for  young  men  by  means  of  which  they  may 
be  drawn  from  vice  and  led  in  the  right  path.  Would 
not  the  tendency,  he  urged,  in  opening  the  library  on 
Sundays,  be  to  draw  many,  very  many  from  vice,  and 
in  spending  their  time  to  great  moral  advantage'? 


A  great  number  of  young  men  spend  their  time  on 
Sundays  in  wandering  aliout  the  streets,  and  to  pro- 
vide such  a  place  for  them  as  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bates,  was  it  not  a  great  charity?  He  could  not  see 
how  it  could  be  anytlilng  else.  He  held  to  a  proper 
observance  of  the  Sabbath  day,  but  could  not  see 
how  a  minister  of  the  Christian  religion  could  object 
to  the  reading  of  ]U-oper  books  on  tliat  day,  which  is 
a  handmaid  to  CUiristianity.  It  was  lawful  to  do  good 
on  the  Sabbath  day.  That  was  the  question,  and  that 
is  all  of  it. 

It  was  difficult  for  him  to  make  up  his  mind  that 
there  could  be  any  evil  in  opening  the  library  on 
that  day,  for  it  was  impossilile  for  any  one  to  go 'into 
the  library  and  get  any  unfavorable  impression. 
The  room  was  quiet  and  orderly;  no  one  is  allowed 
to  speak  louder  than  in  a  whisper,  and  in  walking  one 
goes  on  tiptoe;  what  harm  can  come  from  it?  Must 
it  not,  then,  be  all  good?  He  hoped  the  order  would 
be  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  reasons  could  be 
more  fully  given  another  time. 

The  Chair  stated  that  as  the  order  involved  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  it  would  go  over  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  Dean  said  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  since  the  City  Solicitor  gave  his  opinion  as 
referred  to  by  him,  he  had  said  his  opinion  was  the 
same  as  expressed  when  tirst  requested  to  give  it. 

Mr.  Denny  believed  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
and  assign  rather  than  take  a  vote  on  the  order  now 
for  some  one  might  now  vote  agahist  it  who  may,  on 
further  consideration,  vote  in  the  affirmative.  Thus 
would  nothing  be  lost  by  voting  for  the  assignment. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  was  desirous  of  taking  such 
action  now  that  the  question  can  be  settled" at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  not  require  two 
weeks  more,  for  if  not  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
until  the  next  meeting,  then  a  vote  of  two-thirds  will 
be  required  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  questi(m  was  taken  on  the  assignment,  which 
was  lost,  when  the  order  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  authorizing  a  supply  of  such  furniture  and 
the  making  of  such  repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be 
needed  in  the  City  Hall,  police  stations,  engine 
houses  and  other  pulilic  buildings. 

Order  authorizing  a  supply  of  such  furniture  and 
the  making  of  such  repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be 
needed  in  the  several  schoolhouses. 

Order  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health  to 
make  contracts,  subject  to  the  super^•ision  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  for  horses  and  such  materials 
as  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Order  to  pay  forty-six  hundred  and  forty-six  69-100 
dollars  for  extra  work  and  material  furnished  by  the 
Atlantic  Works  and  others,  on  the  Are  boat,  by  order 
of  the  committee. 

Order  authorizing  purchases  to  be  made  of  hay. 
grain,  horses  and  supplies  for  the  Fire  Department.' 

Order  authorizing  repairs  to  be  made  on  fire  en- 
gines, hose,  hook  and  ladder  carriages. 

Order  authorizing  a  loan  of  three  thousand  dollars 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  Engine  House 
No.  12. 

Order  authorizing  to  be  issued  to  the  commission- 
ers appointed  in,conformity  to  the  legislative  act  of 
Dec.  7,  1872,  bonds  of  the  city  for  negotiation  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REPERKED. 

:W.  F.  Watson,  that  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested  not  to  lay  out  a  street  on  the  burnt  district 
less  than  fifty  feet  in  width.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Thomas  Gogin,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
beyond  the  limits  allowed  by  law.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Ins'pection  of  Buildings. 

Edward  Perkins  and  others,  in  regard  to  assess- 
ments for  betterments  on  Sturgis  street.  Orderecl  to 
be  sent  up. 

Henry  Boyd,  for  compensation  for  the  blowing  up 
of  the  building  No.  49  Water  street.  ■.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims.  ' 

REI'ORTS    OF    COMMITTEES. 

'Mi-.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Common  Council  on  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  notifications  from  George  M.  Hoblis  and  II.  W. 
Putnam  that  they  contested  the  right  of  the  persons 
who  received  certificates  of  election  as  members  of 
the  Common  Council  from  Ward  1.5.  to  occupy  seats 
at  this  board,  and  a.sking  for  a  recount  of  the  ballots- 
cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  in  said  ward,  made 
a  report  that  they  ha\e  carefully  recounted  the  origi- 
nal ballots  in  the  possession  of  the  City  Clerk,  with 
the  following  result: 
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William  0.  Tliaclicr  luiil 60o 

Krcdcvicic  WU-Uvy 53i 

riiTiMiiil  Kdw ards 4;)S 

iVHcliacl  Kcllc'V 4«-l 

II.  W.  I'liliiMiii 45:i 

(li'oi-KC   M.    Ilohlis 4fil 

llciivj  \V.  l<'iillcr 443 

Hiiaui  A .  WH^lit 4ia 

Cliarlps  1).  Blckford SW 

William  (i.  Bird 135 

Jmiu'n  M('Laughlin,  John  Kelloy,  Patrick  Canoll 
and Fuller,  one  each. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  M^illiani  G.  Thacher. 
Frederick  Bleiler,  Pierpont  Edwards  and  Michael 
Kelley,  wlio  now  occispj-  scats  in  theConinnm  Cuiin- 
cil,  were  duly  elected. 

The  report  was  accepled. 

Ml'.  Williur  of  ^^'ard  9.  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  C'lainis,  to  whom  weie  referred  the 
petitions  of  Currier,  Trott  &  Comjiany  and  many 
others,  to  be  compensated  for  damages  caused  by 
the  destruction  of  buildings  for  tlie  jnirpose  of  ar- 
resting the  progress  of  the  fire  in  this  city  on  the  9th 
of  November  last,  having  carefully  considered  the 
subject,  made  a  report  that  it  api)ears  from  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor  (a  copy  of  which  is  trans- 
mitted herewith)  that  the  city  is  not  legally  responsi- 
ble for  the  damages  in  any  of  tlie  cases  covered  by 
the  petition. 

The  committee  would  therefore  respectfully  rec- 
ommend that  the  petitioners  liave  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  is  as  follows: 

City  Solicitor's  Office,      I 
■2  Pemberton  square,  Boston,  Jan.  -28,  1873.  \ 

Sir — Upon  the  statement  of  facts  made  by  tlie 
Chief-Engineer,  and  submitted  to  me,  my  opinion  is 
that  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  legally  responsible  in 
damages  for  the  buildings  w  hich  were  demolished  for 
tlie  purpose  of  arresting  the  progress  of  the  fire  on 
tlie  (Ith  of  November  last.  The  liability  of  munici- 
palities in  such  cases  is  created  and  limited  by  stat- 
ute, and  in  order  to  cast  that  liability  upon  them  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  in  regard  to  the  aclion  of 
the  Engineers  in  the  premises  must  be  complied  with. 
In  the  cases  under  consideration,  it  clearly  appears 
by  the  aforesaid  statement  that  those  provisions  were 
overlooked  or  not  acted  upon.  This  opinion  applies 
to  cases  where  the  fire  did  not  reach  the  building  de- 
molished as  well  as  to  those  in  which  the  fire  passed 
over  the  building  demolished. 

The  city  cannot  be  liable,  in  my  .iudgmeut,  for 
damages  caused  by  the  explosion  of  one  building  to 
other  buildings  in  the  neighborhood,  when  it  is  not 
liable  for  the'building  destroyed  by  the  explosion. 

In  my  opinion,  the  city  cannot  be  holden  to  pay 
for  property  destroyed  by  the  fire  because  the  owner 
vi'as  prevented  by  the  firemen  from  removing  that 
property  to  a  place  of  safety,  in  order  that  the  build- 
ing in  which  the  property  was  might  be  blown  up.' 
An  individual  in  such  cases  cannot  require  that  his 
property  should  be  protected  by  the  exposure  to  de- 
struction of  a  much  larger  amount  belonging  to  oth- 
ers. 

When  a  building  is  partially  destroyed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  facilities  to  check  the  fire,  the  same 
principles  must  apply  as  in  the  case  of  a  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  building;  and  whether  the  destrncti(ni  be 
total  or  partial,  it  must  be  made  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  statute,  or  no  liability  for  the  act  at- 
taches to  the  city. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Qtiincy. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Wilbur,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Miillin.  to  be  compensated  for  jjersonal  injuries  re- 
ceived from  a  fall  on  account  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
Water  street,  having  heard  the  petitioner,  made  a  re- 
port that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Wilbnr,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  David  H.  Sampson  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  received  from  a 
fall  on  the  Common,  made  a  report  recommending 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion.     Accepted. 

Mr,  Williur,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petion  of  Ira  B.  Orcutt.  to 
be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received  fiom  a 
fall  on  account  of  an  alleged  defect  in  School  street. 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Brennan  of  Ward  13,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  ajipointed  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  a 
City  Surveyor,  made  a  report,  recommending  the  re- 
election of  Thomas  W.  Davis  to  the  said  otlice. 

The  report  was  laid  over,  under  the  rule. 


■^      /.  ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  0  — 
Ordered,  Tliat  five  members  of  tlie  Common  Coun- 
cil, including  the  President,  with  such  as  tlu;  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  joint  special  committee 
to  ha\e  charge  of  ti(c  erection  of  the  soldiers'  and 
sailors'  monument. 

Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i,  Darrow  of  Ward  ,jg, 
Denny  of  Ward  9,  and  Barnes  ()f  Ward  11  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  ,.i 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  under  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  Jan.  2,  1873,  to 
report  upon  the  financial,  industrial  and  sanitary^ 
questions  concerned  in  the  annexation  of  certain 
cities  and  towns  to  the  city  of  Boston,  be  authorized 
to  procure  such  clerical, services  and  such  surveys  and 
plans  as  they  may  require  for  the  prosecution  of  their 
investigation:  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Perkins,  in  answer  to  i^n  inquiry,  ^tated  that, 
in  the  economy  exercised  liy  the  City  Council  in  tfe' 
appointment  of '  the  committet',  they  were'  embar- 
rassed for  want  of  means  in  obtaining  the  services  of 
clerks,  maps,  plans,  etc. 
Mr.  Perkins  ofiered  the  following  orders:  - 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requested  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  Port  Physician,  so  as  to  require  that  he  shall  per- 
form the  duties  of  physician  or  assistant-physician 
to  the  institutions  now  located  at  Deer  Island. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  be  requested  not  to  proceed  in  the  elec- 
tion of  a  residi'nt  physician  for  the  institutions  at 
Deer  Island  until  further  action  thereon  by  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated,  in  explanation  of  the  above  or- 
ders, that  under  the  former pro\isions  in  regard  to  the 
Port  Physician,  he  was  always  the  physician  to  the 
public  institutions  on  the  islands.  Imt  under  the  new 
ordinance  establishing  a  Board  of  Health  two  physi- 
cians may  be  appointed  unless  the  City  Council  other- 
wise provides.  If  two  should  be  appointed  it  will  be 
difficult  to  get  two  such  as  may  be  desired  to  fill  both 
places.  If  combined,  a  much  better  physician  may 
be  had. 

The  orders  were  read  once,  and  were  subsequent- 
ly passed,  after  further  explanation. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Ward  15  ofiered  an  order  to  provide 
school  rooms  for  the  children  heretofore  accommo- 
dated in  the  old  Roxbury  Almshouse. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  objected  that  the  provisions 
rec[uired  were  under  the  directon  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order,  which  was 
passed,  that  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  the  erection 
of  anew  house  for  Hook  &  Ladder  Company  No.  4. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  \^'ard  9 — 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  and 
Military  Alfairs  be  authorized  to  repair  and  furnish 
the  armory  occupied  by  Company  K,  Ninth  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Third  and 
Dorchester  streets,  in  South  Boston,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  f;i300;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hurt  of  Ward  l(i — 
Ordered,  That  the  salariei^  of  the  officers  and  crew- 
of  the  iron  steam  tug  used  for  fire  purposes  shall  be 
for  the  balance  of  tlie  present  salary  year  at  the  fol- 
lowing rates,  viz.:  Captain,  .'j;:^  75  per  day:  engineer, 
f3  75  per  day;  mate,  $3  25  per  day;  assistant-engin- 
eer, .f 3  25  per  day:  fireman  .f3.  deck  hand  $3,  steward 
$3,  severally  per  day— the  same  to  be  ciiarged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Burt,  in  an.swer  to  inquiries,  replied  that  the 
salaries  generally  corresponded  with  the  salaries  of 
officers  of  steam  fire  engines;  the  only  difference  be- 
ing that  the  assistant-engineer  and  captain  get 
twenty-five  cents  more  a  day. 

On  moti(m  of  Mr.  Bicknellof  Ward  4.  the  Commit- 
tee on  Elections  were  authorized  to  report  in  print 
in  the  cases  of  petitions  against  the  right  of  George 
A.  Shaw  and  John  W.  Mahan  to  seats  in  the  Council, 
and  for  the  payment  of  a  plionographic  report  of  the 
evidence;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Incidentals. 
Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14  oft'ered  the  following  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  consider  tlie  expediency  of  widening 
Warren  street  from  Moreland  to  Copeland  street,  on 
its  easterly  side. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i,  1lio  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
On  mot  ion  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  \\'ard  (! — 
Ordered,  Thai  the  President  of  the  Common  Couu- 
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cil  be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Common  Council,  and  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Common  Council  not  having 
charge  of  any  appropriations  of  money;  also  by  in- 
dividual members  of  the  Common  Council  while  en- 
gaged in  the  discharge  of  official  dxity— the  amount  of 
said  bills  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order  to  divide 
the  large  committee  room  by  folding  doors,  giving 
notice  that  should  the  motion  prevail,  he  would  move 
to  lay  the  order  on  the  table,  to  await  the  action  in 
the  proposed  hiring  of  rooms  for  the  city's  use  in 
Pemberton  square. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  opposed  the  reconsideration, 
believing  the  sense  of  the  Council  to  be  opposed  to  it 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  in  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  wished  to  know  what  effect 
the  action  of  hiring  rooms  in  Pemberton  square 
might  have  on  the  proposed  division  of  the  committee 
room. 


Mr.  West  replied  that  some  members  of  the  Council 
have  an  impression  that  the  division  was  to  be  made 
to  provide  accommodations  for  the  Board  of  Health, 
which  was  not  the  case.  The  division  of  the  room' 
was  necessary  for  the  use  of  committees. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  stated  that  the  proposed 
division  was  by  double  folding  doors  in  the  centre  of 
the  room,  which  would  leave  but  six  feet  of  unopen 
space  when  folded  back,  by  which  two  separate 
rooms  could  bo  had,  or  the  two  could  be  thrown  into 
one.  This  was  believed  to  be  the  proper  way  to  do 
It  to  provide  additional  committee  rooms. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  it  was  a  fact  that  the  Loan  Fund 
Commissioners  now  occupy  a  part  of  this  committee 
room,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  them  out 
should  the  room  be  divided.  Any  one  who  was  pres- 
ent at  a  hearing  during  the  past  week  would  have 
been  satisfied  that  the  room  was  not  too  large  for 
such  purposes. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Alderineu, 

FEBRUARY    3,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay — Members  of  the 
Common  Council  during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Benjamin  W.  Hatch,  for  duty  at  Williams  Hall, 
corner  of  Dover  and  Washington  streets,  at  Templars" 
Hall,  No.  280  Washington  street,  and  vicinity. 

Thomas  Houghton,  for  duty  on  High  street,  Hart- 
ford street  and  vicinity;  John  Graham,  for  service  at 
the  Boston  Tlieatre;  Sidnej'  W.  Sampson.  Henry  N. 
Rogers,  William  B.  Tarleton,  and  Charles  H.  Meserve 
for  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Foreman  of  Engine  Company  No.  8 — William 
Childs. 

Police  Officers — Bernard  Johnson,  Oscar  M.  Well- 
man,  Christopher  White,  William  J.  Condon,  Burt 
Gilson,  Thomas  Shehun,  Harrison  Wilder,  Jr.. 
George  M.  Lovcring,  Daniel  E.  Curran,  Joseph 
Brown,  Harry  P.  Hersey,  Benjamin  S.  Hill.  John  U. 
Shaw,  Lewis  F.  Leighton,  William  Burke,  Frederic 
T.  Harvey,  Harlan  P.  Paige,  Daniel  A.  Ritter — Ira  B. 
Perry. 

Alderman  Hulbert  wished  to  know  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Police  what  they  knew  of  the  characters  of 
those  who  were  recommended  for  appointment  as 
police  otticers.  He  supposed  that  the  Mayor,  in  mak- 
ing the  appointments,  would  wish  to  have  the  Board 
obtain  all  the  information  possible  in  relation  to  the 
character  of  the  men  appointed  on  the  police.  He 
did  not  think  the  Mayor  should  be  wholly  responsi- 
ble for  these  appointments.  The  recommendation  of 
prominent  citizens  was  not  always  infallible.  He 
was  desirous  of  knowing  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Police  Committee  whether  tliese  persons  were  good 
citizens,  of  good  character,  and  possessed  the  requi- 
site fitness  and  ability  for  the  proper  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

Alderman  Gibson  stated  in  reply  that  these  men 
were  all  before  the  Committee  on  Police  Friday  af- 
ternoon, and  they  obtained  all  the  information  in  re- 
lation to  them  which  they  could,  and,  as  far  as  they 
tnew,  there  was  nothing  against  any  one  of  therni. 
He  would  not  object  to  Taymg  the  nominations  over, 
and  it  might  be  that  some  one  would  give  further  in- 
formation who  was  not  so  successful. 

The  nominations  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  RErERRED. 

Edward  Perkins  and  others,  in  regard  to  the  assess- 
ment of  betterments  on  Sturgis  street. 

Heirs  of  Ellen  M.  Marston,  for  apportionment  of  a 
betterment  on  estate  48  Clifi  street. 

Arietta  H.  Bixby,  for  apportionment  of  ClifE-street 
betterments. 

Samuel  Hitchcock,  for  apportionment  of  Cliff-street 
betterments. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Gardner  Brewer  and  others,  that  Federal-street 
grade  be  raised  at  the  foot  of  Franklin  street. 

Edward  Moore,  for  compensation  on  account  of  in- 
jury to  his  property,  170  Fourth  street,  by  the  raising 
of  the  grade  of  said  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

M.  C.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  horse 
and  sleigh  occasioned  by  a  defect  in  the  highway  near 
the  junction  of  Prentiss  and  Tremont  streets. 

John  H.  Roberts,  to  be  paid  for  money  advanced  to 
pay  for  services  of  band  of  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry 
at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  United  States 
Post  Office  in  1871. 

Hannah  Sullivan,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received 
by  a  fall  on  Athens  street. 

Robert  Irwin,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  sustained  by 
his  wife  from  a  defect  in  Tremont  street. 

Philip  McDonough,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
recmved  by  his  son,  Joseph  McDonough,  by  an  ex- 
plosion of  fireworks  at  Independence  square,  July  5, 
1872. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Henry  Fall,  for  license  as  an  auctioneer.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Licenses. 

George  S.  Howe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  sixteen  horses  on  Hunneman  street. 

Thomas  Conner,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  rear  of  20  Cherry  street,  Ward  16. 


Naylor  &  Company,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twenty-five  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
opposite  Norway  Iron  Works. 

M.  N.  Brittan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Marston  avenue. 

Thomas  C.  Piper,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  West  Cottage  street. 

James  H.  Boyhan,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable  for 
two  horses  oil  corner  of  Tremont  and  Whitney 
streets. 

Adam  Thompson,  for  leave  to  occupy  and  alter  a 
stable  for  thirty  horses  on  Northampton  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Health,  on  the 
part  of  this  Board. 

Joseph  K.  and  Mary  J.  Melcher,  to  be  compensated 
for  damages  caused  by  her  admission  to  the  small- 
pox hospital,  she  not  having  that  disease.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

Trustees  of  the  Prince  Library,  that  the  City  Libra- 
ry be  not  opened  on  Sundays.     Read  and  sent  down. 

Winchester  &  Hight,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  beyond  the  legal  dimensions,  on  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Third  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Bnildings. 

Washington  Hook  ^t  Ladder  Company  No.  4,  for  a 
new  house.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Chief -Engineer 
of  the  Fire  Department  directed  to  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  to  witness  the  test  of  the  power  of  a  chem- 
ical fire  engine  from  the  New  England  Fire  Extin- 
guisher Company,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  ^>,  at  2  P.  M., 
in  the  square  back  of  the  City  Hall,  four  of  which  en- 
gines are  in  use  in  Chicago,  and  fourteen  additional 
ones  have  been  ordered. 

The  invitation  was  accepted. 

QUARTERLY   REPORT   OF   CITY   REGISTRAR. 

The  City  Registrar  reported  that  during  the  quar- 
ter ending  Jan.  .31,  he  has  received  for  certificates  of 
intentions  of  marriage  $t\1S  50,  which  sum  has  been 
paid  into  the  City  Treasury. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

QtJARTERLY   REPORT   OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  MARKET. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fan- 
ueil-Hall  Market,  gives  the  receipts,  as  follows: 

Received  for  rent  of  stalls, $10,396  50 

cellars, 5,385  00 

"         permanent  outside  stands, 723  75 

■'         weighing  at  market  scales, 192  22 

"         rent  of  stalls  in  new  market, 3,030  00 

cellars        "         "        1,462  50 

21  189  97 
All  of  which  was  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer. 
Ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

QUARTERLY   REPORT   OF   OVERSEERS   OF   THE   POOR. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
^ives  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  quarter  as 
follows: 
Receipts — 

Cash  on  hand  Nov.  1,  1872 $1,735  81 

Drafts  on  Treasurer  and  requisitions  for  Tempo- 
rary Home 24,750  63 

Cash  from  cities  and  towns 3,275  97 

"       "      occupants   of   Charity  Building,   for 

heating 370  16 

Cash  from  State  of  Massachusetts  for  relief  of 

State  paupers 887  04 

Cash  for  burials 27  00 

$29,260  80 
The  expenditures  were  as  follows: 

Paid  for  burials $1,563  87 

"    cities  and  towns  for  relief  of  Boston  poor. .  518  03 

"    expenses  Temporary  Home 1,750  63 

"    pensions  and  grants  at  office 4,413  88 

"    immediate  relief  of  person  having  no  set- 
tlement    83  00 

"    coal  and  wood 2,213  63 

•'    groceries 3,609  00 

"    salary  of  Secretary 550  00 

•'       "       of  Bookkeeper 424  99 

of  Clerk 175  00 

of  Visitors 900  00 

"    office  expenses 3-14  81 

■'    transportation 12  75 

"    charity  building,  expenses,   salaries,  fuel, 

etc 1,862  05 

$18,361  64 
"    from  State 837  04 

Cash  balance  January  1 $11,797  98 

Ordered  to  be  sent  do^^^l. 

REPORT     OF     COMMISSIONER    ON     CAMBRIDGE     BRIDGE. 

The  second  report  of  F.  W.  Lincoln,  Commissioner 
on  Bridges  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  was  laid 
before  the  Board,  in  print. 

The  report  refers  to  the  completion  of  repairs  on 
the  West  Boston  Bridge,  among  the  more  important 
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of  wliich  "new  gates  of  an  improved  pulteni  lia\i' 
l)een  biiill,  for  tlHt;  bridge  by  Messrs.  Ross  &  Lord, 
duriiii;-  the  past  year,  and  tlic  old  draw  has  been  re- 
paired siitlicieiuly  to  keep  it  in  rnnniny  order.  It 
needs  new  Iraek  frames  and  other  repairs,  tlie  mak- 
ing of  which  have  been  postponed  until  the  winter 
months  to  avoid  interrupting  tlie  travel  over  the 
bridge. 

The  wooden  pavement  laid  on  the  pile  portion  of 
the  bridge  has  worn  as  well  as  was  expected.  Some 
ditiiculty  was  experienced  with  the  \\'arren  ])avement 
for  a  sluirt  tinu',  the  heavy  rains  displacing  it,  bnl 
since  this  defect  was  obviated  it  has  stood  well.  It  is. 
howevi^r,  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners  that  a 
wooden  pavement  is  unsuitable  forbnd2;es  bniltafter 
the  style  of  those  under  their  charge  for  reasons  given 
l)y  them,  and  they  say  it  is  their  intention,  in  making 
tlu'  pro])osed  imiirovements  on  Canal  Bridge,  to  pave 
the  roadway  with  small  granite  blocks,  as  being  the 
best  pavement  undei'  all  circumstances  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

In  accordance  with  requests,  and  on  an  examina- 
tion of  tlie  sub.iect,  the  Commissioners  believe  that 
the  ap)>licationof  steam  power  would  be  the  most  etii- 
cient  and  economical  method  of  moving  tlie  draws.  An 
estimate  of  cost  of  a  double-cylinder  engine  of  eight- 
horse  power,  with  the  necessary  shafting  and  gear- 
ing, was  obtained  shortly  after  the  receipt  of  this 
petition.  The  estimate,  including  the  cost  of  an  en- 
gine house  and  coal  shed,  was  about  $4.'50().  and  at 
thai  time  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  incur  so 
large  an  expense  in  connection  with  the  old  draw. 
The  Commissioners  are  obliged,  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  to  make  the  draw  openings  in  this  bridge 
thirty-six  feet  wide,  instead  of  the  present  width  of 
thirty  feet;  to  span  these  openings  a  new  draw  twel\-e 
feet  longer  than  the  present  one  will  have  to  be  con- 
structed, and  although  we  liave  not  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  act  un- 
til the  draw  ways  of  Warren  Bridge  and  the  several 
railroad  bridges  between  Warren  and  Canal  bridges 
W(^re  widened,  the  action  of  the  railroad  corporations 
and  the  Commissioners  on  the  Cliarlestown  Bridges 
during  the  past  year  in  widening  the  openings  in  their 
bridges  leaves  no  excuse  for  further  delay. 

Witli  a  new  draw  of  improved  construction  the  use 
of  steam  might  not  be  required;  but  additional  diffi- 
culties are  found  in  the  width  of  water  way,  as  af- 
fecttng  the  ebb  and  tiow  of  the  tide,  and  the  conse- 
quent necessity  of  warping  vessels  through  the  draw 
way  without  much  aid  from  the  current.  It  is  de- 
signed to  make  the  proposed  repairs  on  the  old  draw, 
and  the  machinery  which  will  be  used  ou  it  during 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Canal  Bridge  may  be  used, 
if  required,  on  the  new  one.  The  cost  of  the  im- 
provements thus  far  on  tliis  bridge,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioners,  is  $5G,746  4(i. 

The  reconstruction  of  Canal  or  Craigie's  Bridge, 
has  been  delayed  for  the  same  reason  as  given  in  me 
case  of  the  other  bridge,  and  it  is  important  for  the 
Lov\'ell  Railroad  Corporation  to  cooperate  with  the 
Commissioners  in  making  the  alterations,  which 
eoiiperation  it  is  believed  will  be  consented  to.  Tlie 
new  draw,  by  direction  of  the  Harbor  Ccmimission. 
will  have  to  be  placed  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet 
nearer  the  Cambridge  end  of  the  bridge;  and  tlie 
position  of  the  railroad  draw  altered  to  make  the 
draw  openings  come  on  the  same  line.  The  old 
draw  way  on  Canal  Bridge  is  to  be  covered  with  a 
new  superstructure,  and  when  this  is  done,  vessels, 
instead  of  being  in  line  to  go  through  the  new  draw 
way  after  passing  through  the  railroad  bridge,  will  be 
compelled  to  make  two  changes  in  direction  in  a  con- 
tracted channel  to  accomplish  this  ob.1ect. 

The  plans  which  have  been  adopted  for  the  recon- 
struction contemplate  widening  Hie  present  structure 
to  sixty-four  feet.,  a  new  draw  fifty  feet  in  width,  with 
piers  and  openings  in  the  jiosition  fixed  by  the  Har- 
bor C(mimission.  a  renu)val  of  the  bulkheads  and 
fences,  the  driving  of  additional  piles  in  the  old 
bridge  iiiers  where  the  superstructure  is  raised,  sev- 
eral new  piers  between  the  present  ones  which  have 
.settled,  and  repaving  the  roadway  with  small  granite 
blocks.  "  , 

The  width  of  sixty-fonr  feet,  wliich  has  been  de- 
cided upon,  will  I'uable  us  to  use  such  piles  in  the 
present  fender  guard  as  may  be  suitable,  at  much 
less  exjiense  than  would  be  required  if  a  greater  width 
were  adopted.  The  sidewalks  will  be  ten  feet  wide, 
leasing  forty-four  feet  for  the  roadway,  which  is 
ample  for  two  hoise-railroad  tracks  and  three  lines  of 
teams. 

The  Street  Commissi(niers  of  Boston  were  inform- 
ally consulted  before  we  deeidi-d  upmi  this  width. 
Their  opinion  was  that  sixty  feet  would  be  the  grc  d- 
est  wiHlli  it  would  l)e  expedient  to  adojit  for  Leverett 
.street,  if  widened,  although  no  objection  would  prob- 
ably be  made  to  widening  the  street  to  sixty-four 
feet  from  the   bridge  to    North  Charles  street.     The 


plans  upon  which  the  estimate  of  last  year  was  based 
contemplated  widening  the  bridge  to  seventy-five 
feet  to  correspond  to  the  width  of  Bridge  street  in 
Cambi'idge;  bul  the  Commissioners  do  not  feel  au- 
lliorized  to  incur  the  expense  of  making  it  this  width 
since  their  consultation  with  the  Street  Commission- 
ers. 

In  deciding  to  make  the  draw  fifty  feet  wide,  in- 
stead of  thel'ull  width  of  the  bridge,  they  have  been 
influenced  by  investigations  of  the  various  bridges 
over  tide  water  belonging  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  engineer's  estimate  of  the  cost  of  improve- 
ments on  this  bridge  is  .fKiO.OttO,  and  as  soon  as  the 
l)lans  have  recei\-ed  the  approval  of  the  Harbor  Com- 
mission we  shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  doin^  the 
work.  To  avoid  delay,  the  contractor  should  na\'e 
two  months  time  previous  to  beginning  work  under 
his  contract  to  procure  suitable  timber,  much  of  it 
being  of  sizes  not  easily  obtained  unless  sawed  to 
oi'der.  The  bridge  will  liave  to  be  closed  to  team 
travel  for  a  i)eriod  of  three  or  four  mouths. 

Only  such  repairs  as  were  necessary  for  safety  have 
b(^en  made  upon  this  bridge  during  the  past  season. 
Tlie  draw  liroke  down  eaiTy  in  the  spring.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  timbers  showed  them  to  be  so  much 
decayed  as  to  lie  in  a  dangerous  condition.  The 
bridge  was  at  once  closed  to  the  passage  of  teams 
and  the  draw  thoroughly  reconstructed,  the  foot 
travel  being  accomnKuiated  by  a  small  swing  liridge. 

The  draw  of  the  Wi'st  lioston  Bridge  was  opencfl 
during  the  last  year  KiilT  times,  and  that  of  the  Crai- 
gie's Bridge  4.580.  The  general  expenses  to  this  city  for 
maintaining  these  bildges  amounted  to  $(i8()  20,  "ig.^OO 
of  wliich  was  for  salary  of  Commissioner;  expenses 
of  West  Boston  Bridge,  $4741  .50,  of  which  $6:10  was 
for  salary  of  Superintendent  and  .$:B925  23  for  repairs; 
Canal  Bridge,  |;1!I05  23,  of  which  .$630  was  for  salary 
of  Superintendent  and  $1105  73  for  re  airs;  making  a 
total  expense  of  $7333  08." 

Ordered  to  lie  sent  down. 

HEARINGS    ON   ORDERS   OP   NOTICE. 

The  several  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  peti- 
tions of  R.  B.  Lincoln  &  Son.  for  leave  to  erect  and 
use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Alger  street,  near 
Dorchester  street;  of  McCready  &  Stearns,  for  leave 
to  erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  89  Court 
street;  Schnetzen  &  Abendroth,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  and  engine  at  11  Charlestown 
street;  Carew  &  Walsh,  for  leave  to  erect  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  on  wharf  on  East  Dover  street;  Den- 
ifiison  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  15  Suffolk  place;  Williams  &  Ev- 
erett, to  locate  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Bedford  and  VVashingtf  u  streets,were  taken  up. 

No  person  apjieared  in  either  case,  and  the  reports 
were  recommitted. 

The  hearing  on  order  of  notice  on  petition 
of  JVIanuel  Silva  against  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company  for  an  estimate  of  grade  damages,  was 
taken  up,  when  Alderman  Power  presented  a  report 
as  follows: 

On  petition  of  Manuel  Silva  of  this  city.  pra}'ing 
this  Board  to  estimate  the  damage  caused  to  his  es- 
tate on  Dorchester  avenue  by  the  location  and  con- 
struction of  the  tracks  of  the  Old  t^olony  &  Newport 
Railroad  in  rear  of  said  land,  as  in  said  petition  is  more 
fully  set  forth,  and  it  appearing  that  said  Old  Clolony 
&  Newport  Railroad  Company  has  been  duly  notified 
of  the  pendency  of  ,«aid  ])etition,  it  is  now  hereby  ad- 
.indged  and  estimated  by  this  Board,  that  the  damages 
occasioned  to  the  petitioner's  land  by  the  location 
and  construction  of  the  tracks  of  the'Old  Colony  & 
Newport  Railroad  ad.iacent  to  and  in  rear  of  said  land, 
and  by  the  alteration  of  the  grade  of  Dorchester  ave- 
nue at  that  point,  in  consequence  thereof,  amounts  to 
the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Alderman  Power  stated,  in  explanation,  that  it 
might  appear  singular  such  a  report  was  made,  but  it 
was  understood  the  parties  conld  not  agree,  and  it 
would  be  a  subject  of  litigation.  The  committee 
therefore  reported  in  favor  of  nominal  damages. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Charles  O.  Rogers  $8034,  for 
land  taken  on  Summer  street. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Tileston  $15,043. 
for  land  taken  on  Purchase  street. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Mary  Tileston  $:6720,  for  land 
taken  on  Purchase  street. 

The  report  and  order  to  hire  the  Missionary  Build- 
ing in  Pemberton  square,  at  an  annual  rent  of  .$7000, 
for  city  purposes,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC   EXl'ENniTURES   FOR  REFRESHMENTS. 

The  following  order,  offered  by  Alderman  llulbert. 
was  considerccf: 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  each  Alderman  

dollars,  and  to  each  member  of  the  Common  Council 

dollars,  semi-annually,  to  cover   such  expenses; 

and  that  no  amount  shall  be  paid  from  the  City  Treas- 
ury for  refreshments  or  meals,  beyond  the  sums 
hereby  appropriated,  either  by  committees  or  individ- 
ual members  of  either  branch  of  tlie  City  Council. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  it  might  appear  to  be  a  trivial 
matter,  but  it  was  not  from  a  want  of  respect  to  the 
members  of  the  City  Government  that  he  offered  the 
order.  The  history  of  the  past  showed  that  in  more 
or  less  of  its  features  it  was  something  not  new  as  a 
subject  for  public  consideration.  As  a  new  City 
Government  it  was  a  matter  worthy  of  their  atten- 
tion. In  the  first  place,  the  whole  expense  of  the 
Government  for  refreshments,  whether  much  or 
little,  none  of  it  is  legally  chargeable  upon  the  city. 
No  committee  or  member  of  the  City  Council  has  a 
right  to  spend  one  dollar  for  such  purposes,  and 
standing  upon  its  legality,  that  is  the  end  of  it. 

In  conversation  with  some  one  on  the  subject,  the 
question  was  raised  as  to  the  ground  of  opposition 
which  would  be  made  to  the  order,  and  whether  the 
legal  question  would  be  raised.  He  hoped  the 
legal  question  would  be  raised.  In  the  form  of  the 
order,  he  had  given  it  m  such  a  manner  where  no 
objection  could  be  raised,  as  confined  to  expense  of 
meals,  and  not  including  carriage  hire,  recognizing 
the  reasonableness  of  that  class  of  expenses. 

Alderman  Hulbert  urged  as  his  object  in  offering 
the  order  to  put  the  city  beyond  scandal  in  the  mat- 
ter of  furnisliing  refreshments,  believing  that  the 
city  would  accord  what  was  proper  and  right  when 
members  of  the  Government  were  put  to  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  refreshments,  but  beyond  that  when 
they  go  further  it  should  be  known  on  what  gronnd 
it  is  called  for.  It  had  been  a  custom  in  past  times 
w'hen  committees  and  members  of  the  City  Council 
had  been  very  busy  to  make  expenditures  bcj'ond 
what  is  proper  and  reasonable. 

The  duties  of  members  of  the  City  Government, 
with  reference  to  the  public,  entitle  them  to  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  community,  but  if  not 
entitled  to  it  they  deserve  its  contempt.  They  might 
make  mistakes,  but  should  fake  care  and  not  deserve 
contempt.  In  view  of  the  interests  of  the  city  he 
stood  appalled  at  the  great  expense  which  is  required. 
The  citizens  may  have  opinicms  and  urge  certain  ac- 
tions, but  they  were  called  upon  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility and  to  decide  upon  those  questions.  Their  ac- 
tion might  be  called  in  question,  and  while  citizens 
might  oppose  him  in  his  action  he  did  not  w'ant  to  be 
disgraced.  They  might  hate  him  for  his  course,  but 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  despised. 

In  further  urging  this  point  for  consideration,  the 
Alderman  said  he  wished  the  sustaining  power  of  the 
public  around  them,  and  not  ha\'e  it  said  that  they 
sold  their  manliness  for  a  mess  of  pottage.  The 
chairmen  of  committees  wore  often  embarrassed,  as 
he  learned,  speaking  from  hearsay,  as  matters  now 
stood.  A  committee  would  hold  a  meeting  from  two 
to  three  o'clock,  and  adjourn  to  some  hotel,  where 
they  did  not  eat  a  dinner  as  merchants  and  others 
did,  at  a  moderate  expense,  but  in  some  upper  room, 
where  the  expense  would  be  from  three  to  six  times 
what  merchants,  lawyers  and  business  meu  would 
expend  for  a  dinner. 

Every  day  there  were  these  expenditures  for  din- 
ners, but  should  a  fixed  sum  be  allowed,  there  it 
would  end.  and  the  committees  would  know  it,  and 
the  chairmen  would  not  be  embarrassed.  In  this 
way  the  actual  expenses  would  be  amply  met,  and 
further  than  that  they  onght  not  to  go.  He  could  see 
no  reason  why  they  should  do  more  than  this,  while 
in  doing  so  they  showed  themselves  not  worthy  of 
the  respect  of  "the  public,  and  lowered  themselves  in 
self-esteem.  In  taking  the  city's  fund  for  purposes 
like  that,  the  members  of  a  Government  in  another 
city  had  been  demoralized,  and  the  villain  of  the  age, 
as  he  might  be  called,  laughs  at  the  judge,  the  court 
and  the  Jury. 

In  behalf  of  every  member  of  the  City  Council,  of 
their  families,  of  the  reputation  of  the  city,  and  of 
the  young  men  of  the  city,  he  entreated  that  the  prac- 
tices he  had  spoken  of  be  done  away  with.  Under 
the  oaths  he  had  taken,  he  could  not  sanction  such 
expenditures,  and  he  wished  the  present  City  Council 
to  have  the  respect  of  the  public,  and  be  careful  in  all 
the  movements  they  make.  If  any  gentleman  should 
tell  him  that  his  proposition  was  not  fair,  he  failed  to 
see  it. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  no  doubt  there  had 
been  abuses,  in  past  years,  in  expenditures,  and  he 
hoped  a  better  method  would  be  devised  to  prevent 
such  abuses.  He  hoped  the  order  would  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances! 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  re- 
marks of  the  Alderman,  and  to  inform  him  that,  in 


the  matter  of  the  expenditures  complained  of,  the 
City  Government  had  been  improved.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  kind,  last  year,  had  been  reduced  by  a 
large  per  cent.  It  woiild  be  almost  impossible  to 
regulate  expenses  of  that  kind  to  satisfy  every  one, 
but  he  objected  to  the  order  rf  the  Alderman  as 
strictlv  illegal,  as  they  had  no  right  to  vote  a  salary, 
whether  of  $6  or  #,500. 

It  was  his  belief  that  public  sentiment  would  regu- 
late the  matter,  and  the  Alderman  would  see  at  the 
end  of  the  month  the  effect  so  much  desired  by  the 
Alderman  and  every  member  of  the  City  Government. 
He  had  an  order  which  he  would  offer,  by  which  that 
public  sentiment  would  have  an  influence  in  the  mat- 
ter. . 

Alderman  Powei'  withdrew  his  motion  to  refer, 
when  Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  directed 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council  a  monthly  statement, 
in  detail,  of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  refresh- 
ments furnished  to  the  several  standing  or  special 
committees  of  the  City  Council,  or  of  either  branch 
during  the  preceding  month,  designating  the  appro- 
priation to  which  said  expenditures  are  chargeable, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  contracted 
the  same  (.said  report  to  commence  with  the  February 
draft). 

Alderman  Q.iiincy  sympatWzedi  heartily  in  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  order  was  offered,  and  hoped  that 
in  some  form  its  object  would  be  obtained.  "VVhile 
he  did  not  himself  perceive  on  what  ground  the  City 
Government  sliould  be  held  an  exeeption  to  the  rule 
that  the  lalxu-er  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  yet  the  fact  that  it 
was  so  held  could  not  render  abuses  of  this  sort  dig- 
nified, decent  or  honest.  It  was  not  so  much  the  amount 
paid,  although  gentlemen  did  not  seem  to  have  realized 
that  they  were  spending  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  poor 
taxpayer,  as  well  as  that  of  the  rich;  but  the  demor- 
alizing effect  on  the  character  of  the  men  who  prac- 
tised or  permitted  the  abuse  which  was  most  to  be 
deprecated. 

To  illustrate,  what  could  be  more  natural  than 
reasoning,  thus:  "Such  a  committee  are  spending 
their  hundreds  for  champagne  and  cigars.  I  don't 
want  bacchanalian  suppers,  but  I  should  like  a  Brus- 
sels car|)ct  and  new  mirrors,  which  wont  cost  half 
what  others  spend  in  drink  and  smoke,  if  I 
could  only  see  how  to  make  the  city  foot 
the  bill."  And  in  this  frame  of  mind  it  soon 
occurs  r,o  him  to  take  a  hint  frcmi  the  parable 
of  the  unjust  steward,  and  he  goes  to  a  man  to 
whom  tlie  city  owes  forty,  and  tells  him  to  talvc  his 
bill  and  sit  down  quieklj'  and  write  fifty.  That  was 
the  way  it  had  been  done  in  New  York  and  might  be 
here.  Next  would  come  thousand-dollar  safes  for 
private  counting  rooms,  and  in  view  of  the  compound 
ratio  in  which  such  evils  increase,  how  long  would  it 
be  before  members  of  the  City  Government  might  be 
filling  their  pockets  with  as  brazen  fo'-eheads  as  that 
of  the  Napoleonic  swindler  who  has  just  escaped  the 
punishment  of  his  crimes  in  New  York.  It  was  just 
these  little  abuses  which,  if  unchecked,  acquired' the 
impetus  of  an  avalanche,  and  swept  cities  into  just 
such  an  abyss  of  corruption  as  that  out  of  which  New- 
York  was  so  bravely  struggling  to  arise.  Let  tliose  to 
whom  the  good  name  of  our  city  waj*  dear  join  hands 
in  an  attempt  to  check  this  abnse  at  once;  if  unsuc- 
cessful, at  least  their  skirts  would  be  clear,  and  the 
responsibility  to  the  public  would  rest  on  the  shoul- 
ders on  which  it  belonged. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  question  of  paying  sala- 
nes  could  not  be  entertained  for  a  moment.  His  or- 
der, if  adopted,  would  be  all  that  was  desirable  in 
preventing  abuses,  and  he  was  sorry  that  such  an  ar- 
gument was  made  use  of  by  the  Alderman,  for  the 
\\ays  suggested  by  him  would  never  have  been 
thought  of.  He  had  no  fears,  however,  of  this  Gow 
ernment's  following  the  ways  of  New  York  to  any 
great  extent;  they  might  be  on  the  road  in  their  junk- 
etings to  extravagance,  but  not  to  that  extent  which 
prevailed  in  New  Y'ork.  He  should  be  son-y  to  have 
the  City  Council  go  to  the  Legislature  for  authority 
to  pay  salaries;  for  if  they  did,  it  would  be  expected 
they  \uould  pay  from  $m)Q  to  $.5000  to  Aldermen  and 
half  as  much  to  the  Council.  It  would  be  strictly 
illegal  to  pay  money  without  getting  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  and  he  hoped  liis  or  a  similar  order 
would  be  adopted  at  once  and  not  referred  to  any 
committee. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  was  loth  to  say  anything 
on  this  subject,  but  as  he  had  been  in  the  City  Gov- 
ernment for  three  years,  he  must  allude  to  tlie  past 
Cit,v  Governments.  In  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
during  that  time,  he  had  done  so  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  and  if  he  had  lost  his  self-respect,  he  thought 
the  people  would  not  have  sent  him  here  again. 
There  had  been  enough  said  already  to  disgrace  them- 
selves and  he  would  move  an  indefinite"  postpone- 
ment of  the  order. 
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Aldoniuiii  ITulheii  said  thai  Alderman  Clark  liad 
hil  tlu'  nail  on  the  head.  Before  actinji  In  t.liis  mattei' 
he  had  taken  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor  in  re- 
oa>'d  to  the  legality  of  payment  for  refreshments. 
an<l  (here  was  no  rit;ht  in  either  case;  l>ut  tlie  eonrse 
pioposed  liy  liini  wimld  be  definite  and  manly,  and 
they  could  go  aliuut  their  business  feeling  that  it  was 
so.  They  should  be  reasonable  here  as  in  any  other 
business,  expending  only  as  much  as  might  be  nec- 
essary, while  the  practice  had  been  to  procure  din- 
n'TS  at  charges  high  and  exorbitant.  This  he  liad  had 
f  1  om  men  of  experience  in  this  hall.  In  strict  legali- 
ty they  had  no  right  to  expend  a  dollar;  but  he  would 
allow  tlu' expen(liture  of  a  definite,  lixed  sum,  for 
any  other  course  was  demoralizing.  With  such  a 
liniit  lixed,  every  member  would  feel  better  that  it  is 
so.  What  is  wanted  is  to  have  confidence  and  to  feel 
that  they  are  entitled  to  the  public  confidence. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
order,  but  suggested  the  addition  to  include  the  re- 
port of  the  February  draft,  which  amendment  Alder- 
)aan  Clark  accepted  as  a  part  of  the  order. 

Alderman  (ratheld  said  this  was  his  fifth  year  in  the 
< 'ity  (Government,  and  he  was  glad  Ihe  Alderman  had 
introdu<'ed  the  subje<i,  which  hiid  been  a  scandal  for 
years.  They  were  sent  thereto  conduct  thy  business 
of  the  Oovernment  in  an  economical  manner,  and  in 
accepting  otliee  they  knew  that  they  were  to  \ia\e  no 
compensation,  and  it  would  be  a  small  sacrifice  if  it 
Was  not  so.  The  people  expect  some  one  to  accept 
oliice  under  such  conditions,  antl  if  worthy  men  do 
not,  those  who  are  not  worthy  will,  while  others  slay 
in  their  counting  rooms  writing  invectives  against 
the  manner  of  doing  I  he  luildic  business. 

Alderman  Gatlield  hoped  the  Aldermen  would  never 
be  paid  as  they  were  in  New  York,  and  it  was  their 
duty  to  stand  and  stop  the  chinks  through  which 
leaks  are  made  from  the  public  treasury.  As  some- 
thing had  been  said  about  the  expenses  beino-  less 
than  they  used  to  be,  and  as  he  was  in  this  Board 
nine  years  ago,  it  was  but  right  that  he  should  make 
a  defence  of  himself.  He  had  examined  the  Auditor's 
report,  and  would  give  some  comparisons  between 
the  year  lH(j:i  and  the  last  year. 

In'  18fi5  the  expenditures"  on  armories  were  f  15,Tttl, 
and  expenses  of  committee  ^139  95;  last  j'ear,  ex- 
penditures .1|;18.244  44,  and  of  committee  $810 10.  Bells 
and  clocks  in  1865,  expendititres  $1224  .30,  and  of 
committee  nothing;  last  year,  expenditures  |;287ti  19 
and  of  committee  .•J;135 .55.  Boston  Harbor  in  18t>5, 
$11,640  expenditures,  $147  30  for  committee;  last 
year  $.5371  54  expenditures,  and  of  committee  il!772  90. 
t'ire  alarms  in  18(i5.  ,$17,070  expenditures,  and  of  com- 
mittee $577  46 ;  last  year,  .$42,763,  and  of  committee 
$1277  21.  Health  Department  in  1865.  $187,711  for 
external  department,  and  $292  for  committee;  last 
year  $3j8,7!I8  06  for  both  departments,  and  for  com- 
mittee f6r>4  40.  Fire  Department  in  1865,  $134,847 
expenditures,  and  .$721  40  for  committee;  last  year 
$399  249,  and  for  committee  $2,591  22,  .Streets  in  18(i5 
$134,844  expenditures,  and  $78  95  for  committee;  last 
year  $169,064  expenditures,  and  $1290  for  committee. 

One  reason  for  the  decreased  expense  of  commit- 
tees in  the  years  1864-1866  was  the  adoption  of  an 
order  that  there  should  be  no  expenditure  for  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  This  was  adhered  to,  except  in  some 
cases  in  which  gentlemen  from  abroad  were  present, 
and  it  was  thought  necessary  to  have  liquors.  It 
would  be  seen  that  there  was  quite  a  difference  be- 
tween the  year  1865  and  the  past  year.  Yet  it  was 
true  the  expenditures  last  year  were  le.'  s  than  in  sev- 
eral previous  years,  and  the  expenditures  had  been 
going  on  in  a  descending  scale.  Last  year  the  de- 
crease had  been  at  a  greater  rate,  and  this  year  he 
hoped  it  would  be  more  so.  He  was  not  in  favor 
however,  of  the  order  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  but  pre- 
ferred that  of  Alderman  Clark. 

He  believed  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  pass  the  or- 
der of  Alderman  Hulbert.  for'it  should  be  left  to  the 
honor,  integrity  and  good  sense  of  the  chairmen  of 
committees^'of  the  City  Council,  They  were  told  that 
gentlemen  sometimes  dined  at  the  e.xpense  of  the  city 
without  asking  the  consent  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board.  There  are  times  when  it  is  necessary  to  take 
some  refreshment  while  in  the  discharge  of  duties  on 
committ'ee.  Although  not  legal,  he  did  so,  and  he 
was  not  ashamed  of  it.  On  Thursday  evening  last,  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  were  .-engaged  in  the  exami- 
nation of  millions  of  dollars  in  bills,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  go  through  with  it  to  bring  It  before  the  Com- 
mon Council.  There  were  cases  of  real  necessity, 
and  no  man  of  commtm  sense  would  objecl  to  their 
taking  of  refreshments  in  such  cases. 

Such  expenditures  should  be  made  with  reasonable 
limits,  and  not  as  in  some  cases,  where  the  bills  were 
so  large  that  the  chairman  w.is  ashamed  of  it  and  foot- 
ed the  bill  himself.  He  could  see  no  reason  in  a  com- 
mittee's coming  together  to  nominate  a  City  Messen- 
ger and  expending  $40  in  doing  so.    One  reasoii  for 


an  increase  of  th-e  expenditures  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  was  in  the  increase  of  the  committee  from 
three  lo  eight,  and  Ihere  was  a  proposition  before  the 
Legislature  lo  make  the  Committee  on  Sewers  a 
joint  committee.  He  hoped  they  would  act  this  J'ear 
lo  Ihe  satisfaction  of  lliose  who  put  them  there,  with- 
oiil  hope  or  fear  as  to  their  reelection,  but  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  merit  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow  cit- 
izens. 

Alderman  ('lark  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  they 
were  ini  the  road  to  progress.  The  Alderman  in  his 
comparisons  had  gone  back  to  when  the  city  was  a 
country  village.  He  trusted  the  Board  would  do  their 
duty,  regardless  of  the  question  of  reelection,  and 
that  no  member  would  be  frightened,  whether  he 
was  in  office  (nie  or  five  years.  Honestly  and  fear- 
lessly they  should  do  their  duty,  and  he  was  willing 
not  to  partake  of  a  particle  of  anything  at  the  city 
expense,  and  would  sign  an  agreement  to  that  efl'ect. 
The  public  would  not  object  to  the  cost  of  refresh- 
ments if  conscientiously  done  as  they  would  do  in 
their  own  l)nsiness.  In  regard  to  the  expense  of 
Committees  on  Armories  and  oh  Fire  Department, 
the  late  fire  had  doubled  the  labors  on  both.  So  it 
was  also  in  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

In  relation  to  the  refreshments  to  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  referred  to,  if  any  objection  was  made, 
he  would  pay  his  proportion.  On  Friday  last,  he 
w  ent  without  anything  to  eat  from  seven  o'clock  in 
the  morning  to  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  four 
of  a  committee  had  a  dinner  at  an  expense  of  $2  80.  If 
all  members  of  committees  would  dine  in  that  pro- 
portion, no  one  would  object,  and  it  could  be  done. 
The  chairman  of  a  committee  was  responsible,  and  if 
the  Auditor  should  bring  the  names  before  the  public 
once  a  month,  it  would  be  the  safest  check  against 
the  spending  of  money. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  supposed  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  a  body  of  gentlemen,  but  it  appeared  the 
charges  of  extravagance  wore  aimed  at  the  Common 
Council,  and  not  upon  this  Boord.  It  may  be  that 
the  members  of  the  other  branch  ars  as  dignified  as 
those  of  this  Board.  He  did  not  come  to  this  Board 
for  dinners,  and  believed  it  was  but  boy's  play  to 
talk  about  bread  and  cheese.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  order  for  indefinite  postponement  would  pre- 
■^ail. 

Alderman  (^uincy  said  that  althoitgh  at  first  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  order  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  he  was 
now  in  favor  of  that  of  Alderman  Clark,  in  view  of 
the  legal  objections.  'With  regard  to  the  objectiona- 
ble supposition  complained  of,  made  by  him,  he  did 
not  think  it  would  ever  ha;-pen,  hut  in  view  of  the 
figures  which  had  been  given,  he  would  join  in  an  at- 
tempt now  to  remedy  the  abuses  complained  of. 

Alderman  Gafheld  said  he  did  not  intend  to  injure 
the  feelings  of  any  one,  in  giving  the  figures  which 
he  had. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  to  indea- 
nitely  postpone  was  declared  to  be  lost. 

Alderman  Sayward  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  Chair  declared  it  to  be  too  late. 

Alderman  Hulbert  wished  to  have  the  question 
taken  on  his  order,  and  not  on  that  of  the  order  of 
Alderman   Clark  as  an  amendment  to  his. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  his  order  as  a  substitute  for 
the  original   order. 

Alderman  Sayward  objected  to  the  substitute,  that 
if  committees  were  instituted  as  they  were  last  year, 
there  were  those  who  talked  the  most  who  were  the 
mo?t  ready  to  eat. 

Alderman  Hulbert  was  convinced  that  his  order 
would  put  the  question  on  the  best  foundation,  in  a 
manly,  fair  and  siraiglil  manner,  by  which  Ihe  trouble 
would  be  ended,  By  going  straight,  they  would  save 
thousands  of  dollars  to  the  city.  He  would  plead  for 
manliness,  and  for  expenditures,  just  as  merchants 
would  do  in  their  own  business. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  for  the  passage  of  his  order, 
foi  he  did  not  believe  we  should  go  in  the  wicked 
w  ays  of  New  York.  He  believed  hi  the  good  sense  of 
the  people,  that  they  would  not  allow  the  City  Gov- 
ernment to  become  corrujif.  As  a  matter  of  "econo- 
my, he  objected  lo  paying  salaries,  or  anything  like 
salaries.  If  salaries  were  to  be  paid,  thev  would  not 
be  less  than  $.5000  to  $10,000,  at  least,  if  "the  abilities 
of  the  Alderman  were  to  he  taken  into  account.  He 
should  not  want  less  than  $5000 1 o  be  paid  for  services 
according  to  the  labor  jierformed.  As  .$.5000  it  would 
give  $60,000  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  at  $1000 
for  the  members  of  Ihe  Council,  it  would  cost  $64  ,- 
000.  As  an  economical  measure,  it  would  be  best  to 
let  it  drop,  and  rest  themselves  (m  their  manhood 
and  integrity. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  was  glatl  the  Alderman 
had  gol  back  to  manhood  on  the  questitni.  and  he 
h6ped  that  the  order  would  l»e  withdrawn. 

Aldermair  Brown  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
over. 
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Alderman  Clark  thought  it  would  not  be  well  to 
postpone  the  taking  of  the  question,  when  they  were 
so  well  prepared  to  act  upon  it. 

Alderman  Brown  said  his  reason  for  making  the 
motion  was  on  account  of  so  many  opinions  being 
expressed,  but  he  would  withdraw  the  motion. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid 
over,  for  it  was  very  important,  and  to  pass  it  in  too 
much  haste  it  would  do  more  injury  than  good.  The 
matter  was  all  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  of  the  City 
Council,  who  could  remedy  it.  The  members  of  the 
Common  Council  could  not  enter  info  extravagant 
feasts  at  the  expense  of  the  city  if  the  Aldermen  said 
no,  for  it  was  in  their  hands  and  they  governed  it. 
He  was  not  ashamed  to  take  a  dinner  at  the  expense 
of  the  city  when  necessary,  but  hoped  the  order 
would  be  laid  over,  and  some  plan  be  devised  by 
which  to  remedy  the  evil  of  extravagance  complained 
of. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  order  would  not  go  over, 
for  they  had  devoted  the  entire  evening  to  its  discus- 
sion, and  there  could  be  no  hann  in  its  adoption.  Tt 
\vas  a  matter  between  the  public  and  themselves. 

Alderman  Gaflield  said  they  were  all  agreed  on  one 
thing— of  falling  back  on  their  own  manhood.  On 
coming  to  the  City  Council  he  felt  as  Alderman  Hul- 
bert  did.  but  he  had  come  to  believe  that  the  public 
would  justify  the  expenditure  for  refreshments  to  a 
proper  amount. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  it  was  true  they  had  the 
matter  in  their  own  hands,  birt  it  was  very  pleasant 
to  have  public  opinion  come  to  their  assistance,  lie 
would,  however,  favor  the  measure  of  reform  any 
way. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  substitute  of  Alder- 
man Clark,  which  was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  11  to  1,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter.  Emery,  f-Jaf- 
field,  Gibson,  Hulbert,  Power,  Quincy,  Stebbins. 

Nay— Sayward. 


PAPEKS  FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Henry  Boyd,  Thomas  Gogin  and 
William  P.  Watson  were  severally  referred,'in  con- 
currence. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Ira  B. 
Orcutt,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received  in 
School  street. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  David  H. 
Sampson,  to  be  paid  for  personal  mjuries  received  on 
the  Common. 

;  Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  James 
Mullin,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received  in 
Water  street. 

The  order  to  request  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
widen  Warren  sireet,  from  Morelaiid  to  Copeland 
street,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  in- 
concurrence. 

The  order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  Soldiers'  Monument  was 
passed,  in  concurrence,  and  Aldermen  Clark,  Quincy 
and  Power  were  joined  to  the  committee. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Order  to  establish  salaries  for  oiKcers  and  crew  of 
the  steam  fire  l)oat  "William  M.  Flanders." 

Order  to  furnish  armory  of  Company  K,  Ninth 
Regiment,  at  a  cost  of  $iiOb. 

Order  for  (Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  a  new  house  for  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Company  No.  4. 

Order  to  charge  to  appropriation  for  Incidentals 
the  expense  of  printing  the  Ward  5  contested  election 
case. 

Order  to  provide  school  accommodations  for  ehil- 
dren  removed  from  Old  Roxbury  Almshouse.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Order  for  purchate  of  horses  and  supplies  for  the 
use  of  the  Fire  Department  during  this  municipal 
year. 

Order  for  Chief-Engineer  to  cause  all  necessary  re- 
pairs to  be  made  on  the  several  engines,  hose  and 
hook  and  laddder  carriages  during  the  present  munici- 
pal year. 

Order  to  pay  the  Atlantic  Works  $4646  69,  for  ma- 
terials furnished  to  the  steam  fire  boat. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  to  be  issued  to  the 
commissioners  appointed  in  conformity  to  the  legis- 
lative act  of  December  7.  18T2,  bonds  of  the  city  for 
negotiation  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Order  to  cause  the  skylights  of  the  entry  in  the 
City  Hall  to  lie  arranged  so  as'  to  be  opened  when  re- 
quired. 

Order  for  the  Annexation  Commissioners  to  pro- 
cure plans  and  clerk  hire  which  may  be  required  by 
them. 


ADDITIONAL   APPROPKIATrON  FOR  THE  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  for  an  additional  appropriation,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Gentlemen — The  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  have 
to  inform  you  that  the  probable  expenditures  of  this 
institution  will  exceed  the  appropriations  made  for 
the  current  year  by  the  sum  of  about  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  we  respectfully  ask  you  for 
a  further  appropriation  of  that  amount. " 

This  deficiency  is  caused  chiefly  by  the  expendit- 
ures for  the  maintenance  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  on 
Albany  street,  amounting  to  $10,352  38,  which  were 
not  contemplated  when  the  original  appropriations 
were  asked  for. 

Respectfally  submitted. 

B.  C.  Drew.  Presideul. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

ADDITIONAL   APPROPRIATION   FOR  PRINTING. 

Aldeiman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
made  a  request  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  estimated  expenses  of 
the  remainder  of  the  financial  year  chargeable  to  the 
general  printing  account.  The  committee  present 
the  following  statement  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing: 

To  the  Committee  on  Printing — I  have  been  noti- 
fied by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  that  the  balance  of 
the  General  Printing  appropriation  will  be  reduced  to 
$:i71  .51 .  after  payment  of  the  February  draft,  requir- 
ing an  additional  appropriation  for  the  two  subse- 
quent monthly  payments. 

Tlie  appropriation  for  the  current  year  «-as  $:^0.000. 
being  $.5000  less  than  the  preceding  year.  The  ex- 
penditures from  this  apjiropriatiou  have  been  as  fol- 
lows, according  to  a  statement  from  the  Auditor's 
otlice: 

Printine,  etc.,  by  (  ity  Printers .$12,163  19 

Printing-  stock ;?,4'75  87 

Stationery 2,9T0  30 

City  Bonds 4,390  00 

Transcript  reports,  Oity  (;ouncil 3,863  18 

Salary  Superintendent 'of  Printing 2,083  33 

Directories :iOO  00 

Military  passes  to  Burnt  District 88  47 

Advcrtisiiiff 11  75 

Otlier  expenses 282  40 

$29,628  49 
Balance :^71  r.l 

Approprialion $:W,000  00 

This  appropriation  supplies  printing  and  stationery 
for  the  City  Council,  City  Clerk,  Assessors,  Treasurer, 
Auditor,  Solicitor,  and  offices  having  no  other  appro- 
priation; also  the  Transcript  reports,  city  bonds,  etc. 

The  present  a])propriation  would  probably  have 
sufficed,  but  for  the  unusually  heavy  expenditure  for 
citv  bonds,  amounting  to  $4;i90,  the  preceding  year 
being  $i!)(). 

There  has  been  a  general  increase  in  the  amount  of 
work  for  this  account,  partly  indicated  by  the  in- 
creased number  of  public  documents,  being  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  for  1872,  and  but  one  hundred 
and  four  for  1871.  These  documents,  including  the 
several  department  reports,  are  charged  to  this  ac- 
count, excepting  only  surplus  copies  over  the  usual 
document  edition,  that  may  be  required  by  the  de- 
partments. 

The  general  printing  account,  also,  carries  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  stock  for  the  several  departments, 
from  its  date  of  purchase  to  its  date  of  charging  to 
the  several  department  appropriations.  The  monthly 
balances  of  stock  on  hand  vary  from  $1000  to  .f200(); 
the  amount  Jan.  1,  187.3.  being  $]1()4. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  required  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  financial  year  will  be  $.5000,  for  print- 
ing, stock,  stationery,  reports  of  City  Council,  salary, 
and  other  expenses.  George  Coolidge, 

Superintendent  of  Printing. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS    OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  John 
B.  O'Brien,  to  give  a  concert  at  Tremont  Temple 
Feb.  6,  1873;  James  A.  Healey,  to  hold  a  fair  at  St. 
James  Theatre  for  two  weeks  from  Feb.  4;  also, 
licenses  to  sundry  persons  as  pawnbrokers,  vict- 
uallers, wagon  licenses  and  for  transfer  of  wagoii 
license,  carriage  stand.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables  as  follows:  Charles 
Newhall.  to  occtijiy  a  wooden  stable  for  five  horses 
on  Wales  street,  near  Harvard  street;  A.  F.  Poole,  to 
occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Humplireys 
.street;  Joseph  R.  Gross,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  rear  564  Dorchester  avenue;  Jolm  Mc- 
Cauliff,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on 
Haight,  corner  of  Centre  place;   A.  A.  Hall,  to  oecu- 
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py  li  wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  on  Castle  slreel ; 
W.  'P.  Pdi'ter,  to  oceiipy  a  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Woodward  avenue;  S.  F.  Marks  &  Son,  to 
oc(Mipy  a  wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Blue  Hill 
avenne;  Jeremiah  Twooney,  to  build  a  brick  stahU' 
for  one  horse  af-iil  Second  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
made  a  report  recommending  the  approval  and  con- 
firmation of  the  nomination  of  David  W.  Herrick  as 
Si'rgeant  of  Police.     Accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  in  fiivor  of  tlie  con- 
firmation of  the  nomination  of  Jacob  T.  Beers  as  si 
Truant  Officer,      Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Pavin", 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Eli 
Fernald  for  leave  to  occupy  a  portion  of  Upton  street 
with  a  small  building,  temporarily:  and  leave  to  with- 
draw at  the  request  of  the  petitioners  on  petition  of 
Lang  &  Delano  and  others,  that  a  portion  of  India 
wharf  be  called  India  row.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Ciitter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  an  oi-der  proposing  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  right  to  lay  tracks  by  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  on  Walnut  avenue,  as  far  as  the 
West  Roxbury  line,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  accompanying  orde/  of  notice: 

Ordered,  'I'hat  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
be  notified  to  appear  before  this  Board  on  Monday, 
the  24th  of  Kebruai-y,  instant,  at  A  o'clock  P.M., 
aud  show  cause  why  the  right  granted  to  said  com- 
pany in  November,  IS.'i.'i,  to  lay  tracks  in  Walnut 
avenue  (Roxbury),  from  Warren  "avenue  to  the  West 
Koxbnry  line,  should  not  be  revoked. 

The  report  was  acceptefl,  and  the  order  of  notice 
was  adopted. 

Alderman  Clark,  fr(mi  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the  report  and 
order  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  requesting  an  additional  loan  of  $3,000,000 
for  the  purpose  of  widening,  extending,  grading  and 
paving  the  streets  within  the  "Burnt  District"  (,so 
called;  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed, 
as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  au- 
thorized, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $2,000,000,  the  same 
to  be  added  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

NOMINATION    AND    ELECTION    OP   ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Brown ,  from  the  committee  to  nominate 
candidates  for  Assessors,  made  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  Thomas  Hills,  Benjamin  dishing, 
Horace  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft,  and  Daniel  H. 
Whitney. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  when  the 
several  persons  named  were  unanimously  reelected. 

SUPERINTENDENT   OP   COMMON. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  special  committee  to 
nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  made  a  report  recommending  the  election 
of  John  Galvin.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  the 
Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  when  Mr.  Galvin  was 
elected,  by  a  vote  of  11  to  1,  for  Henry  A.  May. 

SUPERINTENDENTS   OP   BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for  super- 
intendents of  the  several  bridges  which  are  under  the 
control  of  the  city  of  Boston,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  election  of  the  following-named  per- 
sons: 

Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge— Jacob 
N  orris. 

Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge — Angus 
Nelson. 

Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge— Edward 
T.  Stowers. 

Superintendent  of  (iranite  Bridge — Albert  O.  Hawes. 

Superintendent  of  Neponset  Bridge — John   Glavin. 

Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge— John  C. 
Poole. 

Superintendent  of  Mount  Washington-avenue 
Biidge — George  H.  Davis. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Board  proceed- 
ing to  elections,  each  of  the  above  named  was  unan- 
imously elected. 

elTV   SOLICITOR. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  jointspecial  committee 
to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate  for  the  ofHce  of 
City  Solicitor,  made  a  report  recommending  the  re- 
election of  John  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Harrington,  of  the  Common  Council,  dissented, 
and  presented  the  name  of  Oliver  Stevens  in  place  of 
John  P.  Healy. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Healy  was  elected 
by  a  unanimous  vote. 


HARBOR  MASTER. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate  for  the 
olliieof  Il.ulxir  Master,  made  a  report,  recommending 
the  rcelecliou  of  John  T.  Gardner. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Gardner  was 
unanimously  elected. 

SUPERINTENDENT   OP   SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  made  a  report 
lecommending  the  reelection  of  William  H.  Bradley. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Bradley  was 
elected  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

SUPERINTENDENT   OP   STREETS. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  joint  special  commitee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate  for  office 
of  Superintedent  of  Streets,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  election  of  C^iarles  Harris. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Harris  was  elect 
ed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

ELECTIONS   op   C  THER  OPPICERS, 

Elections  of  other  officers  were  taken  up,  the  re- 
sult being  the  choice  of  each  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
as  follows: 

Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms— Jolm  F.  Kennard. 

Clerk  of  Committees — James  M.  Bugbe4>. 

City  Registrar— Nicholas  A.  Apollonio. 

City  Messenger — Alvali  11.  Peters. 

Commisioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — William 
Pope. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings — James  C. 
Tucker. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands— Robert  W.  Hall. 

Water  Registrar— William  F.  Davis. 

City  Engineer  —Joseph  P.  Davis. 

City  Surveyor -Thomas  W.  Davis. 

Commissioners  on  the  Public  Landing  Place  in 
Milton— Edmund  J.  Baker.  E.  J.  Bispham,  E.  H.  R. 
Ruggles. 

ORDERS    PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Aldennan  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  author- 
ized to  provide  new  engines  for  opening  and  closing 
the  draw  of  the  Broadway  bridge ;  the  expense,  not 
exceeding  $4000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Bridges. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1100  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  to  pay  for  t\\  ent3^-five  portable  fire  ex- 
tinguishers, to  replace  those  destroyed  at  the  fire  of 
Nov.  9  and  10;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Fire  Department. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  of  James  Munroe,  Assistant- 
Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  personal  ser- 
vices amounting  to  $.31  nO.  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  provided  it  is  approved  in 
the  usual  manner. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  an  order  was 
adopted  giving  the  usual  rules  and  regulations  gov- 
erning tlie  granting  of  licenses  to  minors,  providing 
for  licenses  to  be  granted  on  application  of  parent, 
guardian  or  next  friend,  that  they  shall  attend  school 
two  hours  each  day,  the  licenses  to  specify  the  arti- 
cles to  be  sold;  the  minor  to  wear  his  badge  in  sight, 
to  confine  himself  to  the  place  specified,  not  to  con- 
gregate together,  the  licenses  to  be  for  a  definite  pe- 
riod, to  be  exhibited  to  any  officer  of  this  city  for  in- 
spection, not  to  be  transferred  or  exchanged,  etc. 

SCHOOL   MODELS   AT   VIENNA. 

Alderman  Gaffiold  offered  the  following  order:   ■ 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  School  Committee  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $8000  for 
the  purpose  of  exhiliitingthe  system  of  puhlie  school 
education  of  this  city  at  the  Vienna  Exposition,  to 
take  place  in  May  next:  said  sum  to  lie  charged  to 
appropriation  for  School  Committee. 

Alderman  Gaffield  explained  as  the  plan  proposed 
to  occupy  a  small  building  of  one  room,  with  the 
usual  paraphernalia  of  desks,  furniture,  text  and  re- 
ference books,  with  drawings  and  photographs  of 
schoolhouses.  The  (}eneral  Government  would  send 
a  person  to  exhibit  it,  and  the  sum  named  w(uild  be 
the  fir.st  co.st.  The  furniture  would  proiiably  sell  at 
the  cost  in  this  country.  The  mea.snre  was  not  strict- 
ly legal,  yet  the  citizens  would  like  to  have  it  carried 
out  in  stretching  a  point.  He  had  obtained  a  note 
from  Mr.  Stackpole,;stating  as  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  that  it  was  not  legal. 

Alderman  Power  said  they  bad  spent  a  greater  part 
of  the  afternoon  in  a  discussion  of  the  subject  of 
economy.  This  question  was  strictly  an  illegal  one, 
but  if  the  scliool  system  of  Boston  was  a  defective 
one,  he  would  be  willing  to  expend  nuniey  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  it.  There  was  no  need  of  this 
expenditure,  and  if  it  was  a  matter  of  pride  in  rela- 
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tion  to  our  schools,  the  United  States  Government 
should  pay  the  bills.  The  expense  would  he  ahout 
as  much  as  was  spent  for  junketing  last  year. 

Alderman  Brown  said  he  had  the  assurance  that 
any  furniture  needed  would  be  furnished  free  of 
Cost. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  would  not  alter  the  case, 
for  the  committee  came  here  for  a  certain  amount  to 
be  appropriated. 

Alderman  Hulhert  stated  that  Alderman  Gaftield 
spoke  to  him  about  this  matter  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Board,  and  he  replied  that  he  would  think  of 
it.  On  consulting  the  City  Solicitor,  he  was  assured 
it  was  not  legal.  They  were  under  solemn  bonds  and 
rules,  as  trustees  are.  and  their  action  must  be  limit- 
ed. He  appreciated  the  motives  for  the  proposed 
action,  bnt  could  not  vote  for  it. 

As  representatives  of  the  Government,  burdened 
with  expen,ses.  they  could  not  expend  a  dollar  which 
the  exigencies  or  wants  of  the  citj'  do  not  require. 
The  citizens  were  not  aware  of  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditures which  would  be  required  the  present  year, 
when  a  million  of  dollars  did  not  look  larger  tlian  a 
button.  It  was  neither  lawful  uor  expedient  to  make 
this  expenditure,  and  while  he  should  be  glad  to 
have  our  school  system  represented,  unless  citizens 
put  their  hands  into  their  pi'iyate  purses  he  could  not 
see  how  it  could  be  done. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  fully  indorsed  the  views 
of  the  Alderman. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  tlie  rejxirt  was  authorized 
before  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  ob- 
tained, and  as  the  exhibition  was  one  to  which  all 
nations  were  expected  to  contribute,  it  was  desirable 
that  they  should  respond,  inasmuch  as  in  1S76  a  cen- 
tennial exhibition  would  be  held  in  this  country,  by 
which  something  might  be  gained  to  our  educational 
systems,  if  we  resjiond  to  this. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  little  education  he  had 
was  obtained  in  the  Boston  .schools,  and  while  he  had 
as  much  pride  in  the  schools  as  any  one,  he  did  not 
think  we  should  be  justified  in  this  expenditure  of 
money.  If  the  City  Solicitoi's  advice  was  worth  any- 
thing, we  had  no  right  to  pass  an  order  in  which  the 
expenditure  was  so  clearly  illegal  as  in  this  one. 
•  Alderman  Stebbins  asked  the  Chair  to  rule  that  the 
order  was  not  jn'operly  before  the  Board,  not  being 
legal. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  order  lies  over. 

Aldennan  Stebbins  said  his  request  was  that  the 
order  be  ruled  out,  not  being  legal. 

The  Chair  did  not  so  tmderstand  the  request,  for. 
on  the  same  ground,  he  might  have  ruled  out  the 
order  to  open  the  library  on  Sundays. 

The  order  was  laid  over. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  tlie  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to 
procure  official  badges  oif  the  pattern  adopted  by  tlie 


last  Board  of  Aldermen  for  such  mi-mbers  of  the 
present  Board  as  are  not  pro\ided  therewith,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  three  dollars  per  badge. 

Alderman  Hulbert  wished  to  know  the  use  of  such 
badges. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
did  not  have  any  badges  last  year,  until  the  fire,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  ha^■e  them  in  order  to  the 
proper  discharge  of  their  duties  in  getting  access  to 
the  burnt  district. 

Alderman  Quincy  believed  it  to  be  desirable  to  have 
some  distinctive  badge  by  which  they  might  at  all 
times  discharge  their  duties. 

Alderman  Sayward  suggested  that  the  furnishing 
of  badges  was  illegal,  and  every  memlier  should  get 
his  own  and  pay  for  it. 

An  amendment  was  accepted  to  add  the  words  "to 
be  paid  for  by  such  members."'  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Clark  rose  to  a  personal  explanation  in 
relation  to  a  paragraph  published  in  the  Common- 
wealth alleging  that  a  greater  price  was  paid  for  the 
land  for  the  Swett-street  hospital  than  it  was  ottered 
for  to  an  individual  previously,  the  price  paid  being 
.fTrj.OOn.  while  $40.00(1  was  the  price  at  which  it  was 
oflered. 

As  evidence  on  that  point  he  wished  to  read  the 
following  letter: 

Boston,  Feb.  H.  1873. 

Dear  Sir — An  article  in  the  Commonwealth,  Janua- 
ry 2.5,  conveys  a  false  impression  as  to  the  land  sold 
for  a  smallpox  hos])ital  on  Swett  street,  as  appears  by 
the  books  of  the  corporation.  As  treasurer  of  the 
Roxbury  Central  Wharf  Company.!  sold  that  land 
to  the  city  for  fT.'S.OOO.  allowing  no  one  any  commis- 
sion or  brokerage,  and  receiving  the  whole  sum  for 
the  benefit  of  the  coiporation.  I  ne\'er  bonded  oi- 
offered  to  bond  the  land  for  $40,000.  or  for  any  other 
sum,  nor  did  T  ever  offer  it  for  sale  or  fix  a  price  for 
it  until  I  sold  it  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  would  furth- 
er add.  that  $7.5.000  is  the  lowest  sum  for  which  I 
would  sell  the  above  lot  undei'  any  circumstances. 

A.  I).  Wii.i.i.^MS, 

J.  T.  Clark,  Esq..  Alderman. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  further  that  the  land  in 
(juestion  was  worth  $1  per  foot,  and  the  company 
sold  it  to  the  city  only  in  the  expectation  that  there- 
by they  would  secure  the  (extension  of  Swett  sti'eet. 
and  increase  the  value  of  their  remaining  land, 

OKDEKS   OF   NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Joseph  M'atson,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  and  engine  at  127  Portland 
street.     Hearing  Mcrnday.  Feb.  24.  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  Bartlett  <fe  Richardson,  for  leave  to 
locate  a  steam  boiler  at  :iS9  Broadway.  Hearing  Mon- 
day, Feb.  24,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Oonnoil, 

H'KBKUAKY    O,    lH7a. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Ooiiiinon  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  at  7>rf  o'clock,  Edward  O. 
Shepard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  iinnual  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  Bridges 
between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  the  quarterly  reports 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  of  the  City  Regis- 
trar, the  communication  relative  to  the  appo'intment 
of  members  of  the  Common  Council  as  special  police 
officers  without  pay,  and  the  petition  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Prince  Library,  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  file. 

The  petitions  of  John  H.  Roberts,  Hannah  Sulli- 
van, Philp  McDonough,  Robert  Irwin,  M.  C.  Murray, 
Joseph  K.  and  Mary  J.  Melcher,  Winchester*  Hight, 
and  of  Washington  Hook  &  Ladder  Company  No.  4, 
were  se'^'crally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  references  were  concurred  in : 

References  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of 

1.  A  request  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$11,500  for  the  City  Hospital.  ^Printed  City  Doc. 
No.  19,  1873.) 

2.  A  request  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$;5000,  for  (ieneral  Printing.  (Printed  City  Doe.  No. 
22,  187;i) 

The  following  order  was  passed,  in  concuncnce: 
Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of    the  order  author- 
izing a  loan  of  $2,000,000   to   be    added    to  the  Burnt 
District  Loan,  and  passage  of   said  order. 
The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 
Order  that  f  1100,  to  pay    for    twenty-fi\e    portable 
fire   extinguishers,  to  replace  those  destroyed  by  fire 
November  9,  1872,  be  appropriated. 

Order  to  pay  James  Munroe,  Assistant  Engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  $31  .^0,  for  personal  services, 
provided  the  bill  be  approved  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  rules  in  relation  to  the  order  of  business  were 
suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  unfin- 
ished business. 

OPENING    OF   THE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY   ON    SUNDAYS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  report  in 
favor  of  the  order  for  the  opening  of  the  reading 
rooms  of  the  Public  Library  from  2  to  9  P.  M.  on 
Sundays,  and  the  dissent  of  Charles  Hulhert  there- 
from, was  considered. 

Mr.  Cud  worth  of  Ward  11,  said  he  had  asked  for  the 
postponement  of  the  order  for  the  purpose  of  further 
considering  it,  and  on  that  consideration  he  was  op- 
posed to  its  passage.  There  may  be  many  thiii^s  in 
favor  of  its  adoption,  and  many  against  it.  There 
could  not  be  many  persons  who  could  get  much  good 
from  visiting  the  library  on  Sunday,  and  the  proba- 
bilities were  that  it  would  simply  be  a  place  of  re- 
sort. In  that  respect  the  opening  of  the  library 
would  be  very  exceptionable,  affording  a  place  only 
for  those  who  are  wandering  about  the  streets,  and  it 
would  not  add  to  the  good  order  or  good  habits  of 
the  city.  That  would  be  one  reason  why  he  should 
object  "to  opening  the  library  on  Sunday. 

Objection  would  be  made  by  him  also  from  con- 
scientious scruples.  There  being  six  days  in  the 
week  for  the  purpose  of  taking  books  from  the  libra- 
ry, it  would  be  more  creditable  to  the  city  to  have 
the  library  closed  on  one  day,  rather  than  have  a 
place  for  persons  to  loiter  away  their  time  and  be  in 
the  way.  They  had  been  told  by  the  City  Solicitor 
that  it  would  be  illegal,  and  that  they  had  iio  right  to 
open  the  library  on  Sundays.  If  they  employ  a  man 
to  tell  them  what  is  legal,  and  one  who  knows  what 
is  the  law,  they  should"  be  willing  to  take  his  advice 
in  the  matter,  and  the  library  should  not  be  open  to 
anybody.  They  should  respect  the  law  and  not 
trample  it  down,  and  for  these  reasons  it  was  clear  to 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  to  vote  against  the  order. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  order  was  passed, 
by  a  vote  of  47  yeas,  10  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Abbott.  Adams.  Anderson,  Barnes,  Bicknell, 
Blackmar,  Brackett,  Breiman,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton. 
Collins.  Dacey,  Darrow,  Davis,  Dean,  Denny,  N. 
Doherty,  Edwards.  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hall,  Harrington, 
Holmes,  Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Madden, 
Marston,  Martin.  McCiie.  McKenney,  Perkins,  Pick- 
ering, Powers,  Risteen,  Shaw.  Thacher,  Train, 
Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  West,  Whiston,  Woods, 
Woodward. 

Nays— Bowles,  Cutlworth,  Hine,  Morse,  Page,  Pease, 
Prescott,  Tower,  Weston,  Wilbur. 


Mr.  Flynn  moved  a  reconsideration  ol'  the  vote, 
which  was  lost. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  the  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  Ihat  $1940  be  appropriated  to  pay  the  bill  of 
steaming  Louis  Osborn,  for  services  at  the  tire  of 
November  9  and  10,  and  during  the  following  week. 

Order  that  the  bill  of  S.  B.  lleustis,  of  $17,  for 
extra  service  as  a  police  officer,  be  allowed  for  pay- 
menl,  provided  it  be  approved  in  the  usual  manner." 

EXPENDITURES   FOR   REFRESHMENTS. 

The  order  for  the  Auditor  to  submit  a  monthly 
statement  of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  refresh- 
ments for  standing  or  special  committees  of  the  City 
Council,  or  either  i)ranch,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following  order  as 
a  substitute  for  the  order  of  the  Board   of  Aldermen: 

Ordered,  That  from  and  after  this  date,  no  commit- 
tee shall  approve,  nor  shall  the  Auditor  audit,  nor 
shall  the  Treasurer  pay  any  bill  contracted  by  any 
committee  of  the  City  Council,  or  of  either  branch 
or  any  mei;nber  thereof,  or  any  bill  contracted  by  any 
member  of  the  City  Council  i'or  refreshments  of  any 
name  or  nature,  or  for  carriage  hire,  unless  said  bill 
is  contracted  under  a  special  vote  of  the  City  Council 
passed  prior  to  contracting  the  same. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  final  pass- 
age of  the  order. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  rose  to  a  personal  explanation. 
According  to  the  published  reports  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  one  of  the  Aldermen  stated  that  the  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  candidate  for  City  Mes.seuger 
met  and  had  a  dinner  at  an  expense  of  $41.  The 
statement  was  false  in  every  particular,  as  the  com- 
mittee were  together  but  three  minutes,  when  a  nom- 
ination was  made  unanimously  and  the  committee 
dispersed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  Uj  believed  the  gentleman  was 
mistaken  as  to  the  reference  to  the  committee  of  the 
present  year,  and  thought  the  statement  had  refer- 
ence to  a  previous  committee. 

Mr.  Pease  replied  that  no  year  was  mentioned,  but 
as  it  was  published,  and  generally  believed,  the  ref- 
erence was  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
present  year.  He  believed  the  report  of  the  doings 
of  the  Board  would  bear  out  his  idea. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (1  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  substitute,  and  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
mover  believed  it  would  be  adopted.  If  it  should  be. 
it  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  public  business, 
for  in  the  case  of  carriage  hire,  it  could  not  be  known 
when  carriages  would  be  needed  so  that  they  could 
be  provided  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  prior  to  their 
being  wanted.  Suppose  that  carriages  might  be 
needed  to  go  to  a  distant  part  of  the  city,  a  delay 
must  occur  in  going,  or  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee go  on  foot,  for  they  could  not  reach  all  points  by 
cars. 

The  adoption  of  such  an  order  might  do  for  tactics, 
but  he  thought  it  undesirable.  The  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  must  have  had  in  view  one  of 
two  things— either  that  the  Auditor  would  be  re- 
quired to  report  the  name  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  or  in  his  absence  that  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  oi  the  names  of  every  member 
who  took  part  in  the  dinner.  If  it  required  only  that 
the  chairman's  name  be  given  it  was  well  enough, 
but  if  it  was  designed  thai  every  meinbei  of  the  com 
mittee  who  goes  to  the  dinner'  should  be  served  up 
for  the  instruction  of  the  public,  it  was  objection- 
able. 

The  hardest  workers  were  not  always  the  largest 
eaters,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  members  of  the 
City  Council,  when  on  public  duties,  should  not  dine 
at  the  expense  of  the  city.  If  the  expense  was  to  be 
incurred,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ap- 
prove of  it,  he  had  no  objection;  and  if  any  one 
wished  to  see  how  many  dined,  they  could  find  out. 
by  going  to  a  little  l)ook,  which  w'onld  show  it.  If 
the  order  of  the  gentleman  was  to  be  adopted,  so 
much  as  related  to  carriage  hire  should  be  cut  off, 
as  a  proper  expenditure.  If  it  was  ii. tended  l6 
make  the  Board  of  Aldermen  eat  their  own  words,  he 
was  oppo.sed  to  it,  and  did  not  believe  in  it.| 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
substitute,  for  one  Alderman  said  the  order  was 
passed  there  to  keep  the  Common  Council  in  check. 
As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  was  ready  logo  to 
the  park,  or  anywhere  else  outside  of  the  city,  with- 
out an  expense  for  carriage  hire.  The  members  of 
the  Board  have  passes,  and  in  that  respect  liave  an 
advantage  over  members  of  the  Council.  As  far  as 
eating  and  drinkins  was  (•(uicerned,  he  could  live  one 
year  without  it,  and  the  members  of  the  Council 
should  be  willing  to  go  with  him  one  year  On  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the.  Board,  the  news- 
papers say  the  Board  have    got    the    Council.    He 
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would  pass  the  substitute,  and  see  whether  the  Board 
conld  live  as  long  as  we  can. 

Mr.  Flynn  of"Ward7said  he  ofl'ered  the  order  in 
good  faith  and  he  wished  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
be  consistent.  The  members  of  the  Eoaixl  dined  be- 
fore their  meeting,  and  twenty  minutes  after  the  ad- 
journment five  out  of  six  dined  at  Parker's  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  city. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  he  was  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  substitute,  because  after  its  adoption  they 
could  strike  out  the  provision  relating  to  carriage 
hire.  He  did  not  like  the  order  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  believed  it  to  be  an  undignified  proceed- 
ure,  and  should  regret  to  belong  to  a  body  of  full- 
grown  men  who  seek  to  hold  up  members  of  the  City 
Council  to  ridicule.  It  might  be  well  enough  in 
schoolboys,  to  induce  them  to  improve  in  manners 
and  conduct,  but  not  in  full-grown  men,  to  report 
their  misdoings. 

If  it  was  de"signed  for  a  criticism  of  their  fellows 
to  hold  them  in  check,  it  was  undignified.  He  did 
not  believe  in  bantering  with  the  other  branch,  but 
believed  they  might  adopt  the  substitute  with  the 
provision  relating  to  carriage  hire  struck  out.  Pub- 
lic business  could  not  well  be  transacted  without  car- 
riage hire.  They  all  knew  that  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  must  sacrilic  thousands  of  dol- 
lars a  year  in  time  spent  in  the  public  service,  and 
the  expenditure  for  carriage  hire  would  be  but  a  tri- 
fling amount.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  substi- 
tute and  give  the  order  a  fair  trial. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  understood  the  Auditor  had 
given  as  his  construction  of  the  order  that  the  name 
of  every  member  of  a  committee  who  took  part  in  a 
dinner  should  be  published,  and  if  so  he  should  vote 
for  the  substitute,  to  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
provision  relating  to  carriage  hire. 

Mr.  Benny  of  Ward  9  inquired  how  it  was  proposed 
to  amend  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  replied  that  the  order  forbids  the  fur- 
nishing of  refreshments  at  the  expense  of  the  city, 
also  tlie  furnishing  of  carriages.  The  latter  provision 
was  very  important,  because  business  could  not  be 
transacted  without  the  use  of  carriages.  The  Paving 
Committee  perhaps  every  day  may  be  required  to  go 
to  distant  parts  of  the  city,  and  they  could  not  get 
along  without  carriage  hire.  He  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  provision  relating  to  carriage  hire. 

Mr.  Denny  said  he  was  not  tender-footyd  in  the 
matter,  and  believed  the  city  should  pay  for  carriage 
hire,  and  if  business  was  to  be  transacted  the  city 
should  also  pay  for  eating,  when  necessar}-.  Neither 
would  the  citizens  object  to  anything  reasonable  be- 
ing expended  for  carriage  hire  or  refreshments.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  no  doubt  passed  its  order  in  good 
faith,  and  as  there  were  forty  committees,  thirty- 
three  of  which  were  joint,  he  supposed  the  chairman 
of  each  would  indorse  all  orders  for  carriages  and  re- 
freshments and  the  responsibility  for  such  expendit- 
ures would  rest  on  the  Aldermen.  Between  the  two 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  the  greatest  eaters,  and 
any   stigma  there  might  be  would  fall  on  them. 

It  could  not  be  expected  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  that  his  substitute  would  pass  the  other  branch, 
and  as  the  United  States  Senate  recently  passed  an 
act  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege  in  the  belief 
that  the  House  would  kill  it,  but  they  were  taken  at 
their  own  action,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  peo- 
ple, so  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  passed  the  or- 
der under  consideration,  he  was  in  favor  of  passing 
it.  In  his  own  case,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  ordering  carriages  or  refresh- 
ments when  necessary,  not  fearing  that  public  opin- 
ion would  be  against  him  in  the  slightest  degree. 

Mr.  Dean  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  strik- 
ing out  so  much  as  referred  to  carriage  hire. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  did  not  know  why  they  should 
strike  out  carriage  hire.  There  were  only  a  certain 
few  who  had  the  benefit  of  carriage  hire.  The  Coun- 
cil were  of  no  more  consequence  than  the  fifth  wheel 
of  a  coach  after  the  appropriations  were  made. 

Mr.  Perkins  rose  to  a  question  of  order  in  the  reflec- 
tions upon  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  did  not  believe  in  members  of  the 
Council  having  carriage  hire,  and  in  seven  years  in 
the  Council  he  never  rode  twenty  times  at  the  city's 
'expense.  The  adoption  of  the  substitute  was  the 
proper  method  of  meeting  the  question. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  in  illustration  as  a  good  reason 
why  the  amendment  should  prevail,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Business,  wishing  the  Committee 
of  the  Legislature  to  visit  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at 
South  Boston,  took  them  there  in  carriages,  where 
they  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  necessity  for  a 
new  hospital.  With  the  business  which  that  commit- 
tee had  before  them,  had  they  not  been  taken  there 
it  is  not  likely  they  would  have  got  them  there.  The 
result  was  very  satisfactory,  and  he  should  consider 
the  expense  a  good  investment. 


Mr.  Dean  said  he  agreed  mainly  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  and  that  the  question  would  resolve 
itself  finally  into  a  passage  of  the  order  of  the  Board. 
The  citizens  would  not  object  to  reasonable  expense 
for  refreshments,  he  was  couvinced;  but  he  was  wil- 
ling to  give  the  order  a  fair  trial,  with  the  carriage 
hire  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  said  that  the  upper 
branch,  in  their  action,  had  assumed  that  the  City 
Council  had  bc^en  expeusi\-e  and  extravagant,  while 
there  was  no  more  economical  city  than  the  city  of 
Boston.  It  was  not  right  that  the  Impression  should 
go  abroad  that  the  Government  was  extravagant  and 
wasteful.  The  whole  expense  last  year  for  junket- 
ing, and  that  was  a  wrong  term,  for  much  of  it  was 
for  necessary  items  of  a  different  character,  would 
not  exceed  $12,000.  Some  gentlemen  give  a  gr  at 
portion  of  their  time  to  the  benefit  of  the  city;  some- 
times sit  on  committees  from  two  to  twelve  o'clock, 
and  often  to  five,  six  or  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
away  from  their  places  of  business  and  their  homes, 
with  no  time  to  go  to  dinner  or  supper.  In  such  cases 
it  was  proper  and  right  that  they  should  obtain  re- 
freshments at  the  expense  of  the  city,  and  by  our 
sanction. 

There  was  no  member  of  the  City  Council  who  was 
guilty  of  extravagance  last  year,  for  some  years  the 
expenses  had  been  .f30,000,  and  these  had  been  re- 
duced down  to  $19,000.  This  was  not  a  wide  range 
for  so  many  members  of  the  Government.  Yet  it 
might  be  well  to  pass  the  order  and  place  the  respon- 
sibility where  it  belongs,  on  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  Council  should  stand  on  its  dignity  and  make  a 
clean  showing  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  fi  said  he  agreed  with  the 
gentlemen  from  Wards  9  and  12  generally  in  their 
views.  Tliere  were  some  needs  of  reform,  but  they 
should  be  governed  by  a  .sense  of  propriety.  He 
should  prefer  the  substitute  to  the  original  order,  but 
did  not  like  either.  The  order  of  the  other  branch 
appeared  like  that  of  the  whipping  of  a  school  boyfor 
tricks  on  the  master,  and  he  hnd  hoped  that  something 
would  be  adopted  more  satisfactory.  The  expendi- 
ture of  .j,12,000  last  year  was  but  fifty  cents  a  day  for 
each  of  them,  and  that  was  making  the  members  a 
cheap  lot.  If  they  were  not  worth  that,  they  had 
better  get  rid  of  tliem.  and  the  better  it  would  be  for 
them  and  for  the  city. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Dean,  to  strike  out  carriage  hire,  which  was  lost,  25 
to  31,  when  the  substitute  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of 
35  to  9. 

As  adopted,  the  substitute  was  passed,  by  a  vote  of 
44  yeas  to  15  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Black- 
man,  Bleiler,  Brackett,  Brennan,  Burt,  Caton,  Col- 
lins, Cudwoith,  Dacey,  Davis,  N.  Doherty.  Edwards, 
Flatley,  Flynn,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hine,  Jones, 
Kelley,  Kiugsley_,  Loring,  Madden,  Marston,  Martin, 
Morse,  Page,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Kisteen, 
Shaw,  Thacher,  Train,  Fpham,  Warren, Wells, West, 
Whiston,  Woods,  Woodward. 

Nays— Bicknell,  Bowles,  Burditt,  Darrow,  Dean, 
Denny,  Holmes,  Lamb,  McCue,  McKenney,  Pease, 
Perkins,  Tower,  Weston,  Wilbur. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote, 
which  was  lost. 

ELECTION   op   ASSESSORS. 

The,  report  nominating  Thomas  Hills,  Benjamin 
Cushiiig,  Horace  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft  and 
Daniel  H.  Whitney  as  Assessors  was  accepted  in  con- 
currence, and  the  Council  proceeded  ti:  an  election, 
the  wliole  number  of  votes  being  58. 

Thomas  Hilis  had 52 

Benjamin  Cliushiug 56 

Horace  Smith 52 

Thomas  .1.  I5ancroft 57 

Daniel  H.  Wliitney 56 

Scattering 3 

Messrs.  Hills,  Cushing,  Smith,  Bancroft  and  Whit- 
ney were  declared  to  be  elected,  in  concurrence. 

Certificates  of  elections  were  read,  and  elections 
took  place  as  follows: 

CITT  MESSENGER. 

Whole  number  of  votes  59,  all  of  which  were  for 
Alvah  H.  Peters. 

StTPEBINTENDENT   OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Whole  number  of  ^'otes  53,  all  of  which  were  for 
James  C.  Tucker. 

CLERK   or  COMMITTEES. 

Whole  number  of    votes  50,  all   of  which  were  for 
James  M.  Bugbee. 

The  reports  nominating  persons  for  election  to 
office  in  various  departments  were  accepted,  in  con- 
currence, and  elections  took  placfe  with  results  as  fol- 
lows: 
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SlIVEBINTENnENT   OV   SBWEKS. 

Whole  number  of  votes  47,  of  vvhieli  'fi  were  fov 
William  TT.  Bradley  anrl  2  for  otherp. 

CITY   SURVEYOR. 

\\'h()le  number  of  votes  44,  all  of  wliicli  were  for 
Thomas  W.  Davis. 

HARBOR  MASTER. 

Whole  number  of  votes  41,  all  of  which  were  for 
John  T.  Gardner. 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF   STREETS. 

Whole  number  of  votes  53,  of  which  50  were  for 
Charles  Harris  and  3  lor  two  other  persons. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF   COMMON. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4  inquired  if  Mr.  Galvin,  the 
nominee  of  the  committee,  was  a  resident  of  this 
city. 
The  Chair  replied  that  he  was  unable  to  state. 
Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  4  said  Mr.  Galvin  voted  in 
Ward  4  at  the  last  election. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  was  declared  to  be  as  fol- 
lows; 

AVhole  number  of  votes 52 

Necessary  to  a  choice ST. 

Joliu  Galvin 35 

"vVilliam  E.  Doyle,  Jr 9 

John  G-lnvin 5 

Henry  A.  May ^ 

H.  Ghxndel 1 

Mr.  Galvin  was  declared  to  be  elected. 
Mr.  Dacey,  chairman  of    the  committee  on   count- 
ing votes,  siibsequently  asked  to  be  allowed   to  cor- 
rect the  report,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  five  votes 
for  John  Glavin  were  for  an  ineligible  candidate. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  result  wouid  not  be 
effected. 

COMMISSIONERS   ON   PUBLIC  LANDING  PLACE  IN  MILTON. 

Whole  number  of  votes  49,  of  which  E.  J.  Baker, 
E.  J.  Bispham  and  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles  had  47  each,  and 
there  were  4  scattering. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Whole  number  of  votes  47,  of  which  46  were  for 
Robert  W.  Hall,  and  one  for  Angus  Nelson. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  EIRE  ALARMS. 

Whole  number  of  votes  48,  all  of  which  were  for 
John  F.  Kennard. 

CITY   ENGINEER. 

.  Whole  number  of  votes  47,  all  of  which  wore  for 
Joseph  P.  Davis. 

CITY   REGISTRAR. 

Whole  number  of  votes  39,  36  of  which  were  for 
Nicholas  A.  ApoUonio,  and  3  for  three  other  persons. 

CITY    SOLICITOR. 

Whole  number  of  votes  50,  25  of  which  were  for 
John  P.  Healy,  and  25  for  Oliver  Stevens,  and  there 
was  no  choice. 

.  Mr.  Perkins  said  it  should  be  the  ob.iect  of  the 
Council  to  get  the  best  man,  and  as  absent  members 
should  be  consulted,  although  they  should  have  been 
here,  and  as  it  was  late,  he  moved  that  the  election  of 
City  Solicitor  be  postponed  one  week. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  \\'ard  2  said  the  same  reason  might 
have  been  given  for  postponing  other  elections,  and 
it  might  happen  that  not  so  many  members  would  b^ 
pi'esent  next  Thursday  night. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  othce  was  the  most  important 
one  in  the  city,  and  they  should  hesitate  long  before 
turning  out  the  present  City  Solicitor. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  17 
to  23. 

The  second  ballot  resulted  the  same  as  the  first,  in 
25  votes  for  each  candidate. 

The  third  ballot  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Healy 
by  a  vote  of  28  to  23  for  Oliver  Stevens. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins,  the  remaining  elections 
were  postponed  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council, 
and  the  City  Messenger  was  authorized  to  have  the 
names  of  candidates  for  Supeiintendents  of  Bridges 
printed  on  one  ballot. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Jane  Logue,  for  compensation  as  a  smallpox  nurse. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Health. 

John  Keenan,  for  compensatton  for  damages  to 
property.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

auditor's   MONTHLY  EXHIBIT. 

The  monthly  exhibit  of  the  Auditor  was  presented 
in  print,  it  being  an  exhibit  of  the  general  and  special 
appropriations  for  the  present  financial  year  of  1872-73. 
as  shown  in  the  books  in  his  office,  February  1,  1873, 
including  the  February  draft,  being  ten  months'  pay- 
ments of  the  financial'  year— exhibiting  the  original 
appropriations,  the  amount  expended,  and  the  bal- 
ance of  each  unexpended  at  that  date.  A  recapitula- 
tion gives  the  following  result : 


General . 

SpP<'Till.  . 


Appropriations, 

KCVI'llllCH,  !■((•. 

$!l,lt()4,.H'.l  01 

. . . .  8,1U(),U5 1  GH 


Expended.  Unexpended. 

.■t;8,2(;8,51;a  88        $1,035,876*  Iti 

3,flB0,72C  60  4,4.15,328  OS 


Iiil8,310,473  67 
Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 


$12,229,269  48        $6,081,204  19 


RFPORT   op   committee    ON   ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  ( Committee  on 
Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam M.  Flanders  and  others,  representing  that  George 
A.  Shaw  was  not  a  resident  of  Ward  5  at  the  date  of 
the  last  municipal  election,  and  that  the  fact  of  his 
uon-residence  was  publicly  known  to  the  voters  of 
said  ward  who  voted  for  him  at  said  election,  having 
notified,  met  and  heard  the  parties,  with  their  evi- 
dence and  the  argnments  of  their  respective  counsel, 
submitted  the  following  report: 

The  ground  of  the  petitioners"  objection  to  Mr. 
Shaw's  occupying  a  seat  in  the  Council  is,  that  he 
was  not,  when  elected,  an  "inhabitant"  of  Ward  5,  as 
required  by  the  city  charter,  section  twenty. 

On  this  question  witnesses  were  brought  forward 
on  behalf  of  the  petitioners  and  Mr.  Shaw,  and  from 
their  testimony  it  appears  as  follows: 

In  1866  Mr.  Shaw's  domicile  was  in  the  United  States 
Hotel,  in  Ward  5,  This  was  proved  and  was  not  dis- 
puted. 

In  the  autumn  of  1866,  or  early  in  1867,  Mr.  Shaw  re- 
moved with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  his  son 
and  daughter,  to  a  house  in  Marion  street,  in  Brook- 
line. 

It  was  not  clearly  shown  to  whom  this  house  be- 
longed, but  it  appeared  to  have  stood  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Shaw's  wife. 

From  the  time  of  said  removal  Mr.  Shaw  continued 
to  live  in  Marion  street  with  his  family  until  Novem- 
ber, 1872. 

In  November,  1872,  Mr.  Shaw  removed  from  Brook- 
line.  He  afterwards  appears  boarding  in  Tremont 
street,  in  Ward  10  or  11.  The  house  in  Marion  stree.4 
was  sold. 

Since  1868  Mr.  Shaw  has  returned  annually  to  the 
hotel,  and  has  there  passed  the  night  of  April  30  and 
the  day  of  May  1,  being  accompanied  in  1870, 1871 
and  1872  by  his  wife. 

No  room  appears  to  have  been  kept  exclusively  for 
him  in  the  above-named  hotel  since  his  removal  to 
Brookline.  • 

These  are  the  facts  relating  to  Mr.  Shaw's  actual 
place  of  residence  since  his  removal  from  Ward  5  in 
1866  or  1867. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Shaw's  intentions,  so  far  as 
the  same  affect  the  question  of  domicile,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Shaw  has  continuously,  since  his  removal  from 
Wards,  declared  that  he  was  an  "■whahitant  o/',"  or 
that  his  "^residence"  was  in  Ward  5,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  continue  an  inhabitant  or  resident  of  said 
ward. 

And  he  has  accordingly  been  assessed  as  a  resident 
in  Ward  5,  from  1858  to  1873  inclusive,  for  tax  on  poll 
and  personal  property. 

One  witness  says  that  Mr.  Shaw  a\owcd  to  him  his 
intention  to  retvni  to  ri-t,Ule  in  Ward  5. 

There  was  evidence  to  show  that  Mr.  Shaw  removed 
to  Brookline  to  take  care  of  his  wife's  father  and 
mother,  the  former  of  whom  was  an  old  man  and  in 
ill  health. 

Mr.  Shaw  has  voted  in  Ward  5  with  few  exceptions, 
and  taken  part  in  the  municipal  att'airs  of  the  ward, 
and  he  has  been  on  the  register  of  voters  in  Boston 
for  the  last  ten  years. 

Mr.  Shaw  ha,';  never  voted  in  Brookline  nor  taken 
part  in  municipal  aft'airs  there,  but  has  disclaimed  all 
right  so  to  do,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Boston,  and  he  has  paid  no  poll  nor  personal- 
property  tax  in  Brookline. 

Since  1866,  Mr.  Shaw  has  lield  otBce  as  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Ward  5,  having  acted  as  Warden  pro  tern.,  in 
June,  1869,  and  as  Kepresentative  t,o  the  General 
Court  in  1872.  In  1869  he  was  appointed  a  commis- 
sioner on  the  part  of  Boston  on  tb(>  annexation  of 
Dorchester,  by  Mayor  Shurtlcff. 

When  elected  a  director  of  the  Western  Huilw  ay  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  in  1867,  the  ballots  weic  printed 
"George  A.  Shaw  of  Browkline,"  as  ajipcars  l)v  the 
.iournal  of  the  House,  March  6,  1867.  But  in  the 
Manual  of  the  Legislature  published  in  1868,  he  is  en- 
tered as  George  A.  Shaw  of  Boston.  It  in  no  way 
appears  that  the  above-numti(nicd  ballots  were  print- 
ed by  Mr.  Shaw  or  under  his  direction,  or  that  he 
authorized  the  said  descriptive  words,  "of  Brook- 
line." 

These  are  the  facts pro\ed  in  the  case. 

Certain  questions  of  law  met  the  committee  on  the 
threshold,  and  accordingly  a  letter  was  addressed  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  who   returned  the  following  reply: 
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COMMON     ooxjisroiij. 


City  Solicitor's  Office,  i 

2 Pemberton  Square,  Boston,  Feb.  4,  1873.  )" 

Sir — I  have  cousidered  the  questions  yon  proposed 
to  me,  and  my  answers  to  them  are  as  follows : 

Question  1 — If  Mr.  Shaw  had  a  legal  domicile  in 
Ward  5,  in  Boston,  in  18Hti,  and  in  that  year  removed 
himself  and  his  family  to  Brookline,  and  there  re- 
mained until  November,  1872,  and  since  ISWl  had  no 
house,  room,  or  other  place  of  actual  abode  in  Ward 
5,  was  his  domicile  in  Boston  necessarily  lost? 

Answer— Not  necessarily. 

Question  2 — If,  in  the  case  above  stated,  Mr.  Shaw 
had  passed  yearly  the  nights  of  April  30  and  May  1  in 
Ward  5,  would  that^f  act  have  made  his  domicile  neces- 
sarily in  Ward  5? 

Answer — No.  I  regard  the  passing  of  these  nights 
in  Ward  5  as  of  no  sfgnificance  whatever.  He  might 
as  well  have  selected  any  other  two  nights  for  the 
purpose,  or  passed  no  nights  in  that  ward. 

Question  3 — If  Mr.  Shaw  were  living,  as  first  above 
stated,  in  Brookline,  would  a  declared  intention  to 
continue  an  inhabitant  or  resident  of  Ward  5  neces- 
sarily be  equivalent  to  a  declared  intention  to  return 
to  reside  in  Ward  5? 

Answer — Not  necessarily.  If,  however,  he  under- 
Stood  the  law,  he  could  not  suppose  that  his  resi- 
dence could  be  retained  in  Ward  5,  unless  his  inten- 
tion was  to  return  there. 

Question  4 — If  Mr,  Shaw  went  to  Brookline,  as 
above  stated,  and  remained  there  for  any  lengtli  of 
time,  witli  no  definite  intention  to  return  to  reside  in 
Wnrd  b,  and  with  no  intention  to  leave  Brookline  at 
any  definite  time,  would  hisJdomicUe  be  in  Boston,  or 
would  it  be  in  Brookline? 

Answer — In  Brookline. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  He  ALT. 

E.  J.  Holmes,  Esq. 

It  is  an  axiom  of  the  law  of  domicile  that  an  old 
domicile  is  retained  until  a  new  one  is  acquired. 

And  that  to  acquire  a  new  domicile  there  must  be 
the  union  of  actual  residence  with  the  intent  to  have 
a  domicile  at  such  place  of  residence;  or  actual  resi- 
dence, with  no  definite  intention  of  returning  to  the 
old  place  of  domicile,  and  no  intention  to  leave  such 
place  of  residence  at  any  particular  time. 

See  Hallet  rs.  Basset,  100  Mass.,  1H7;  Sleeper  vs. 
Paige,  15  Gray,  349:  Whitney  tv.  Sherbourne,  12  All., 
Ill;  Farlee  v.-'.  Runk,  Cont.  Elections  in  Cong.,  1834^ 
1865,  p.  87:  Miller  p.v.  Thompson,  Ibid,  p.  118. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  then,  the  case  is 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Shaw  was  domiciled  in  Ward  5  in  IBWI,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  year  moved  with  his  family  from  Ward 
5  to  Brookline,  where  lie  remained  until  November, 
1872. 

In  November,  1872,  Mr,  Shaw  moved  into  Ward  10 
in  Boston,  and  has  since  remained  there  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  has,  from  18(ifi  up  to  the  present  time, 
always  claimed  and  exercised  the  rights,  and  has  been 
sub.iect  to  the  duties  and  burdens,  of  an  inhabitant 
in  Ward  5;  and  he  has  represented  the  ward  in  differ- 
ent capacities  since  his  removal  to  Brookline  in  186K. 
As  to  Mr.  Shaw's  intentions,  as  effecting  his  domicile, 
Mr.  Shaw  has  always  professed  an  intention  to  con- 
tinue an  "inhabitant'"  or  "resident"  in  Ward  5,  and 
has  accompanied  his  declarations  with  acts  he  deemed 
necessary  to  give  such  declarations  validity  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  his  domicile;  viz.,  passing  the 
night  of  April  30  in  Ward  5  annually.  ' 


The  committee  are  aware  that  declaring  an  inten- 
tion to  continue  an  inhabitant  of  Ward  5,  and  an  in- 
tention to  return  to  re.^idf  in  Ward  5,  ai'e  not  necessa- 
rily the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Shaw  might  ha\'e  thought  that  all  that  was  nec- 
essary to  do  to  retain  his  domicil  in  Ward  5.  was  to 
pass  the  night  of  April  30  in  the  W'ard  and  pay  his 
taxes  there:  and  thinking  so,  mioht  have  said,  "I 
will  do  these  things,  and  can  and  will  thereby  retain 
my  doinicil  in  M'ard  .5,  although  I  never  intend  to  re- 
turn to  reside  in  Ward  5."  Having  done  such  acts 
he  might  say,  "I  am  an  inhabitant  of  Ward  5,"  when 
in  fact  he  was  mistaken  and  was  not. 

If  this  had  been  the  state  of  the  case,  Mr.  Shaw 
mlsht  have  lost  his  domicil  in  Ward  5. 

The  committee  have  given  this  view  its  full  weight, 
but  do  not  think  the  case  was  as  last  supposed. 

There  is  no  testimony  to  show  that  Mr.  Shaw  has 
not  always  had  a  definite  and  clearly  defined  inten- 
tion to  return  to  reside  in  Ward  5,  or  an  intention  to 
return  to  reside  there  at  a  definite  time. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Homer  is  that  Mr.  Shaw  has 
distinctly  declared  such  an  intention. 

Opposed  to  this  and  tlio  other  evidence  in  support 
of  Mr.  Shaw's  intention  to  return  to  reside  in  Ward 
5,  is  the  fact  that  he  has  not  returned  to  reside  in 
that  Ward.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this 
fact  is  not  sufticient  to  prove  an  intention  in  Mr. 
Shaw  not  to  return  to  reside  in  Ward  5. 

See  Hallet  ;-,<.  Basset,  100  Mass.  107;  Bremer  vs. 
Bremer,  1  Deanc,  1112;  Collester  vs.  Hailey,  6  Gray, 
517. 

The  presumption  is  that  Mr.  Shaw's  domicil  is  in 
Ward  5  in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

The  committee  therefore  report,  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, George  A.  Shaw  was  an   inlmbitant  of  Ward  5  at 
the  date  of  the  last  municipal  election,  and  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  In  this  Council  as  a  member  from  Ward  5. 
William  E.  Bicknell, 
George  L.  Btjrt, 
Edward  J.  Holmes, 
Edwin  H.  Woods, 
William  G.  Train, 

Committee. 

The  committee  refer,  on  the  points  made  in  then- 
report,  to  the  various  matters  of  testimony  fully  re- 
ported, making  eighty-two  printed  pages. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  report  was 
laid  over  for  consideration  at  the  next  meeting  of  tlie 
Council. 

Mr.  Uenny  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  on  the  petition  of  C.  Erving Fisher,  Assistant 
Port  Physician,  reported  an  order  to  pay  Dr.  Fisher 
$700  as  compensation  for  extra  services  from  1st  Sep- 
tember, 1872  to  1st  Januaiy,  1873. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Af- 
fairs be  requested  to  procure  such  a  change  in  the 
city  charter  as  to  provide  that  the  erection  and  con- 
trol of  stables  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  City 
Council  instead  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  an  order  was 
read  once,  that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  autiiority  to  the  city  to  take  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  land  boiuided  by  Northampton, 
Eustis,  Albany  and  Washington  streets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3,  an  order  was 
passed  to  procure  suitable  badges  for  the  Messen- 
ger, Assistant  Messenger  and  other  officers  of  the 
City  Government. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    TO,    187B. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Charles  Shuler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Saratoga  street,  No.  47'J. 

Allen  &  Guthrie,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  at  156  Border  street. 

A.  Firth,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  iron  stable  for 
twenty-five  horses  on  Atlantic  avenue,  near  Commer- 
cial wharf. 

M.  T.  Downing,  for  leave  to  erect  fifty  additional 
stalls  in  stable  on  Fourth  street,  South  Boston. 

Severally  referred  to  th»  Committee  on  Health,  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Betsey  D.  Rich,  for  apportionment  of  Cliff-street 
betterments. 

Christian  Brown,  for  apportionment  of  Cliff-street 
betterments. 

Potter,  White  &  Bailey,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  at 
Nos.  5a  and  .57  Pearl  strec^t,  for  the  exlension  of 
Franklin  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Henry  A.  Richards,  for  the  application  of  his  "fire 
escape"  to  the  public  buildings.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Sarah  M.  Allison,  to  be  paid  for  damages  sustained 
by  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  Sawyer  street. 

Maria  McNamara.  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Fourth  street. 

Ellen  F.  Cilley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Howard  avenue. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Christopher  J.  Spenceley,  for  extension  of  the 
Sawyer-street  sewer. 

Amelia  Frosin,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  a 
defective  sewer  in  Halleck  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Shoe  &  Leather  Dealers'  Insurance  Company  and 
others,  that  a  steam  fire  engine  be  located  on  Charles 
street,  near  Poplar  street. 

Samuel  R.  Russell,  for  leave  to  attach  a  turbine 
wheel  to  the  water  pipes,  as  an  aid  in  extinguishing 
fires. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

A.  C.  Norcross,  for  a  license  as  a  pawnbroker  at 
No.  92  Court  street. 

Joseph  Hooker,  Post  25  G.  A.  R.,  for  license  for  a 
dramatic  exhibition  at  the  St.  James  Theatre. 

James  Stevenson,  for  leave  to  give  a  variety  enter- 
tainment at  the  St.  James  Theatre,  March  1. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Rev.  W.  F.  Mallalieu  and  seventy-three  others, 
against  the  opening  of  the  Public  Library  on  Sunday. 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Protestant 
Association  to  be  reviewed  by  the  City  Government, 
at  the  City  Hall,  on  the  22d  of  February.  Ordered  to 
be  sent  down. 

QUARTERLY    REPORT    OP   THE    CITT   CLERK. 

The  City  Clerk  reports  that  for  the   quarter  ending 
January  31,  1873,  he  has  received  as  fees  in  his  official 
capacity  the  following  sums,  viz. : 
Recording  mortgages  of  personal  property,  assign- 
ments, liens,  etc $635  15 

Licenses  of  billiard  rooms 147  OO 

"  auctioneers 76  00 

"  intelligence  offices 3  00 

Use  of  Faneuil  Hall  in  1873 218  00 

Total $1079  15 

All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer. 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

SAFETY  OF  THEATRES  FROM  FIRE. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
David  Chamberlin,  Inspector  of  Buildings: 

February  10,  1873. 
To  the  Honwable  the  City  Coimcil : 

Gentlemen — Pursuant  to  your  recjuest,  I  have  per- 
sonally examined  the  several  theatres  in  this  city,  ''to 
ascertain  whether  sufficient  precautions  are  taken  in 
the  preparation  of  the  scenery  and  other  theatrical 
effects,  and  what  legislation,  if  any.  is  necessary  for 
the  public  safety,"  and  respectfully  present  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  places  included  in  the  above  order  comprise 
the  Boston  and  Globe  theatres,  the  Boston  Museum 
and  the  Howard  Atheneeum.    The  managers  of  each 


of  these  places  afforded  every  facility  to  obtain  the 
necessary  information,  and  I  am  indebted  to  them  for 
their  courtesy  and  willingness  to  afford  any  informa- 
tion bearing  on  the  sub.iect. 

I  am  infoinied  by  each  of  them  tliat  the  canvass 
used  for  the  scenery  is  jirepared  in  a  solution  of 
alum;  the  ]iaint  is  laid  on  with  glue  sizing,  fixing  a 
coaling  wliicli  will  not  readily  ignite,  so  that  when 
the  scenery  is  brought  into  contact  with  flame,  as  I 
know  from  practical  test  on  the  premises,  it  will  not 
blaze,  but  simply  smoulders  and  smokes,  therehv 
giving  the  alarm,  and  gradually  dies  out. 

In  the  Boston  and  (tIoIjc  tlieatres  and  the  Muse- 
um excellent  arrangements  are  made  for  the  preven- 
tion and  extinguishment  of  fires.  The  gas  jets  are 
protected  by  wire  screens  and  globes  and  tin  shields, 
and  hose  and  pipes  connected  witli  the  Cochituate 
water  iiipes  are  kept  on  the  stage  ready  for  immedi- 
a  e  use.  At  the  Howard  Atheuieum  tliis  last  precau- 
tion is  not  taken,  the  reason  given  being  that  the 
supply  pipe  is  not  of  sufficient  size  to  admit  of  hose 
being  used. 

At  all  the  theatres  fire  extinguishers  are  kept  ready 
for  immediate  use  in  different  parts  of  the  building. 
Great  care  is  taken  to  keep  everything  of  a  combus- 
tible nature  away  from  all  source  of  danger,  and 
watchmen  are  kept  on  duty  during  the  night. 

In  view  of  the  care  shown  and  the  present  safe 
condition  of  the  several  theatres,  I  see  no  reason  to 
recommend  any  additional  legislation,  but  as  the 
managers  have  expressed  their  desire  to  do  anything 
reasonable  that  will  add  to  the  safety  of  their  build- 
ings, I  shall  consider  it  my  duty,  should  circum- 
stances require  it.  to  make  from  time  to  time  such 
suggestions  as  may  appear  desirable. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

annual   REPORT  OF   THE    COCHITUATE    WATER   BOARD. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1872,  was  laid 
before  the  Board  in  print,  comprising  the  reports 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board,  City  Engineer,  Water 
Registrar,  the  Suijerintendents  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  divisions,  and  the  entrineer  especially 
employed  by  this  board  upon  the  question  of  new 
suppl.v,  to  which  they  would  refer  the  City  Council 
for  detailed  statements  of  the  progress  and  condition 
of  the  water  works  during  the  year. 

The  Board  say  a  jieiusal  of  these  reports  will  show 
the  works  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  The 
average  level  of  the  water  in  the  lake  for  the  year 
ending  Jan.  1,  1K72,  was  (i  .50-100  feet  above  the  level 
of  tlie  bottom  of  the  conduit,  showing  an  average 
loss  of  4  4()-ll)(1  feet  from  the  previous  year. 

The  short  supply  of  water  for  the  year  endirg  May 
1,  1871,  and  the  remarkable  drought  during  several 
succeeding  months,  caused  great  anxiety,  and  the 
means  for  securing  an  additional  supply  engaged  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  board.  In  the  month  of 
October  last,  it  was  determined  to  employ  an  engi- 
neer to  make  surveys,  prepare  plans  and  estimates 
for  a  scheme  of  works  to  furnish  an  additional  sup- 
ply of  pure  water. 

The  board  were  especially  fortunate  in  securing  for 
this  work  the  services  of  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Davis',  an 
engineer  of  large  experience  and  acknowledged 
abilitj'. 

Mr.  Davis  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  in  the  month  of  November,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  investigations  it  was  decided  to  iietition 
the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  city  to  take  water  from  Sudbury  River.  The 
Legislature  gave  early  attention  to  tile  application, 
passed  an  act,  which  received  the  approval  of  the 
Governor  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1872.  A  copy  of 
the  act  will  be  found  on  page  129. 

The  City  Council  immediately  made  an  appropria- 
tion to  enable  us  to  commence  the  work,  and  it  is 
confidently  expected  that  within  thirty  days  from 
this  date  we  may  be  able  to  make  a  temporary  con- 
nection between  Sudbury  River  and  Lake  Cochituate, 
which  will  relieve  our  present  needs. 

After  making  the  connection,  the  engineer  will 
proceed  with  the  work  of  sur\'eys  for  permanent 
works  to  connect  Sudbury  River,  not  only  with  Lake 
Cochituate,  Init  also  with  C'hestnut-Hill  Reservoir. 

Tin;  augmented  territory  of  the  city,  and  the  con- 
stantly increasing  demand  for  pure  water,  renders  it 
im])erative  that,  a  new  conduit  to  convey  water  from 
Sudbury  Iijver,  or  liakc  Cochituate,  to  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir,  should  be  constructed  at  an  early  day. 
The  capacity  of  the  present  (and  oi'isjinal)  conduit  has 
been  nearly,  if  not  fully,  reached. 

In  constructing  a  new  conduit  we  should  recom- 
mend that  its  capacity  be  much  greater  than  that  of 
the  one  now  in  use. 

The  engineer  lias  made  a  detailed  report  of  his 
labors  up  to  this  time,  which  may  be  found  on  pages 
114  to  122. 


FEBRUARY       10,       1873. 


52 


Tlie  plan  shovvinjj;  i\w  ])roposod  temporary  connec- 
tions luis  hi'.yn.  JithograplK'd,  and  is  sulMiiiftcd  lu/rc- 
witli. 

('uiiftiiiiip'ioit  <ij'  Walcr.  Tlic  average  daily  coiu-mui)- 
liou  ol'  water  for  tlie  year  ending  Decenilier  81,  1871, 
was  18,945.51)0  gallons;  a  decrease,  as  compared  vvitli 
the  iiii'vious  year,  of  upwards  of  one  million  gallons 
|K'r  day. 

Will")  a  cily  rapidly  increasing  in  populalion,  and 
growing  daily  in  business  botlr  of  mercantile  and 
mechanical  character,  this  statement  may  seem 
strange,  l)ut  it  is  easily  accounted  for  in  the  fact  tliat 
llu'  .-(immunity  were  fully  aware  of  the  diniinislied 
supply  of  water,  and  regulated  its  use  accordingly. 

The  income  frinn  water  rates  has  been  $788,- 
a52  5-UIO.  being  an  increase  over  the  previous  year 
of  $5;i,4(il  81-101),  and  tlie  estimated  income  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1872,  is  $800,000. 

The  expenses  have  been  as  follows: 

For  the  current  expenses $277,120  11 

Interest  and  iireuiiuni  on  the  water  delU .')36,S7l)  W 

$S1S.1)%  11 
Tlie  Treasurer  lias  credited  the  ^^■ater  Works 

for  the  same  year $S40,707  l"i 

The  baUaiee  shows  an  excess  ot  receipts  over 
expenili lures  iif $526,711  .'U 

Expended  on  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,  2(i.210  12 

Less  receipts, 1,2H5  37 

$  29.i).14  7r: 

Expended  in  Wards  18, 14, 15,  and  16, 345,372  5S 

"         ou  new  Main  and  Pipes  in  Kast  Bos- 
ton     37,145  30 

Expended  on  additional  Water  Supply, 2,302  81 

S!40!),765;44 
Deduct  excess  of  recen)t.«  over  expenses  this 

year 20,711  31 

Cost  of  works  May  1,  1871 10„571,89()  6\ 

Less  auKunits  transferred  .May  1, 
1M71.  from  water  debt  to  citv  debt,  1,3,52,000  00 

$9,219,896  64 

.Makius  the  net  cost  to   May  1, 1872 $9,(102,950  74 


The  amount  transferred  from  the  water  debt  to  the 
city  debt,  as  noted  above,  materially  diminished  the 
sum  of  interest  which  has  usually  been  charged  annu- 
ally to  the  cost  of  the  works,  and,  as  the  result  of 
operations,  the  net  gain  of  receipts  over  expenditures 
for  the  current  ye'iir  has  been  $20,711  'M.  which  is 
very  satisfactory  wlien   compared  with  former  years. 

Eaxtern  JJirilkm.  This  divisicm  comprises  that 
portion  of  the  works  lying  east  of  the  Brookline 
Reservoir,  including  the  distributing  pipes  and  reser- 
voirsin  the  city,  and  is  under  the  .superintendence  of 
Mr.  E.  R,  Jones, 

During  tlie  year  tliere  has  been  laid  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  of  main  pipe,  equal  to  twenty-live  and  one-third 
nuies  (about  one  mile  more  than  was  laid  the  previous 
year),  making  the  total  amount  laid  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
and  three-fourths  miles. 

Connected  with  these  mains  are  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  lire  h.Vdrants;  of  this  num- 
ber nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  are  of  the  Lovvry 
pattern. 

The  number  of  service  pipes  laid  during  the  year 
has  been  twothonsandtwo  hundred  and  seventy-live, 
measuring  seventy-three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifteen  feet,  or  about  fonrteen  miles. 

Total  number  of  service  pipes.  May  1,  thirty-four 
flioiLsand  nine  hundred  and  seventy. 

In  June  last  water  was  turned  into  the  forty-eight- 
inch  pipes,  connecting  Chestnu-tHill  Reserv()ir  with 
the  main  lines.  A  few  defects  have  been  discovered 
in  this  line  of  pipe,  only  one  of  which  was  of  a  seri- 
ous character.  This  was,  no  doubt,  attributable  to 
jm  imperfect  casting;  fortunately  the  breakage  was 
earl}'  discovered,  the  water  shut  oft'  at  the  Chestnut- 
ITilfgafe  house,  and  comparatively  small  damage  sus- 
tained. 

Pipes  are  now  being  laid  from  Washington  street, 
V\'mA  1^,  through  Bowdoin  and  Chur(di'  streets,  to 
conned  with  pipes  already  laid  in  Hancock  street: 
when  completed,  this  line  of  iiipes  will  bo  snpjilied 
^vith  water  from  the  standpipe  at  the  Highlands,  and 
1  bus  houses  u]H)n  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Telegraph  Hill,  South  Boston,  will  be  connected  with 
Ihe  ■'  high  -service."'  • 

During  the  coining  season  connections  will  be 
made  by  means  of  large-sized  pipes  thi'ough  which 
the  jMystic  water  (by  the  opening  of  gates  in  Charles- 
1o\vn)'can  be  carried  to  the  top  of  Beacon  Hill,  if  any 
eineigency  should  arise  which  would  render  it  teni- 
jioiarily  desirable. 

This  arrangement  will  be  benelicial  to  the  city  of 
C'harleslown  as  well  as  ourselves, 

lUgh  Service.    The  high-service  supply,  which  Was 


last  year  connected  with  Beacon  Hill,  proves  entirely 
satisfactory. 

A  consideiabli^  portion  of  teiritory  in  Ward  10  will 
need  to  be  supplied  by  a  connection  with  the  high 
service;  and  at  a  day  iiot  far  distant  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  add  to  our  pumping  facilities, 

IHsfrilwfiiii/  lienorroir.-!.  The  Beacon-Hill  Reser- 
voir has  not  been  in  use  during  the  iiast  year,  as  the 
district  which  it  formerly  supplied  it  now  connected 
with  the  high  service,  and  the  board  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  its  sale  can  safely  be  made  without  detriment 
to  the  works. 

The  East  Boston  Reset  voir  is  in  good  condition. 
The  South  Boston  Reservoir  is  not  in  perfect  order, 
and  within  two  or  three  years  will  need  extensive  re- 
pairs unless  its  use  should  be  suspended  by  the  in- 
troduction of  high  service  in  that  locality. 

Westo-ii  /)/rtsioii.  This  division  cennprises  the 
lake  and  all  that  jiortion  of  the  works  lying  between 
the  lake  and  the  gate  house  at  the  Brookline  Reser- 
voir, and  its  superintendence  is  in  charge^of  Mr.  Al- 
bert Stan  wood. 

The  \ow  stage  of  the  water  in  the  lake  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  sea  wall  adjoining  the  gate  house  was 
starting  from  its  position;  a  portion  of  the  wall  has 
been  rebuilt  in  a  thorough  and  substantial  manner, 
and  the  balance  will  be  rebuilt  at  an  early  day. 

In  order  to  keep  up  the  supply  during"  several 
months  of  the  past  year  it  has  been  necessary  to 
))ump  the  water  from  the  lake  into  the  conduit;  this 
has  been  done  by  the  use  of  two  eighteen-inch 
pumps  driven  by  two  twenty-five  horse-power  en- 
gines. 

The  usual  annual  examination  of  the  conduit  has 
been  omitted,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water, 

(JheKtmit  Hill  Renerrmr.  This  reservoir  has  been 
thoroughly  tested  during  the  past  year,  and  fully 
moots  the  most  sanguine" expectations  of  its  projec- 
tors; as  a  storage  reservoir  it  is  invaluable.  Its  cost 
I'was  large,  vij^.,  $2,440,082  07;  but  we  believe  it  to 
be  one  of  the  most  essential  features  of  the  water 
works.  The  combined  capacity  of  the  two  l>asitn,v-is 
7:^1 ,472,429  gallons.  ,...,..,.,; 

BrnnkHiie  Jicfierrmr.  The  building  and  lands  about 
this  reser\-oir  are  in  good  order. 

The  importance  of  keeping  our  storage  reservoirs 
full  has  prevented  the  cleaning  out  of  the  basin,;  ^s 
was  contemplated. 

Wdier  licgififrar'n  Deyiartment.  The  number  iDf 
water  takers  now  entered  for  the  year  1872 -'is 
88,71(),  an  increase  of  2.584  over  the  previous  vear,     • 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  the  water  has  been 
turned  off  for  nonpayment  of  rates  during  the  year 
is  !);-J0,  of  this  number  7,84  have  been  turned  <m  again, 
and  a  balnnce  of  202  still  remain  off,  :  .• 

Meters  are  attached  to  a  \-arietv  of  establishments, 
embracing  hotels,  railroad  stables,  manufactories, 
saloons  and  buildings  occupied  by  several  tenants,"- 

Whole  number  of  meters  now  in  use,  1001. 

The  number  of  the  various  kinds  of  water  fixtures 
on  the  premises  of  water  takers  January  1.  1872,  was 
145,780— an  increase  of  17,.5.52  during  the'year.        ■  ; 
Charles  H.  .\ll'en,  Pres't,- 
Nathaniel  J.  Bratu.ee, 
George  Lewis.  •:• 

John  A.  Haven,  -     ■' 

LeONAED  R.  CtiTTER, 

Amos  L.  Noyes, 
Charles  H   Hersey. 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

heauinos  on  orders  or  notice. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Alexander  Mo*e- 
ley  for  leave  te  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  in  South  street  was  taken  up.  No  person  ap- 
pearing in  relation  thereto,  the  report  was  recotn- 
niitted. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  for  a  location  of  tracks  on  the  ex- 
tension of  Washington  street  to  Haymarket  square 
was  taken  up, 

Charles  E,  Power,  president  of  the  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company,  appeared  in  behalf  of  tin' ]>etition, 
and  stated  the  desii-ableness  of  the  measure,  and  laid 
before  the  Board  plans  of  the  proposed  tracks.  For 
two  reasons  the  petitions  were  iiresented  at  an  early 
da.y — to  prevent  other  companies  from  obtaining  th'c 
privilege,  and  to  provide  that  the  tracks  be  laid  when 
the  grading  and  paving  (if  the  extended  stre(^t  are 
done.  The  difficulties  in  the  travel  in  Sudbury  street 
were  stated,  and  the  iirobability  of  the  nbandimmont 
of  the  Sudbury-street  route  -^N-as  stated.  • 

In  further  uiging  the  desirableness  of  the   change 

of  iHuite,  he  said  the  passengers  coming  into  the  city 

would  be  better  accommodated  in   being  left   at  .the 

■  foot  of  Conihill,  the  distance  saved    to  the   corpcira- 

tion  would  amount    to    ;^0.000  miles  per  annum,  and 

'  the  cost  $12,000.      There  was   no  oppo.-<ition  to  the 
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proposed  vonte  that  he  was  aware  of.  and  some  of  the 
abutters  whom  he  knew  made  no  objection. 
The  report  was  recommitted. 

UNFINISHED    BITSINBSS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed : 

Order  to  pay  Frederick  Jones,  $.3470,  for  land  taken 
to  widen  High  street. 

Order  to  pay  J.  M.  and  P.  Jones,  $11,663,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  High  street. 

Order  to  pay  Maria  B.  Frost,  $82  88.  for  land  taken 
to  widen  AVarren  street. 

Order  to  pay  Edward  T.  Mason,  $90,t)40,  fm'  land 
taken  to  extend  Washington  street. 

Order  to  pay  Clarissa  B.  and  Caroline  Dorr, 
$2,344  40,  for  land  taken  on  River  and  AVasliington 
streets.  Ward  16. 

Order  to  pay  F.  G.  Tuckerman,  $183,700,  for  land 
taken  to  extend  Washington  street. 

Order  to  pay  William  Minot,  Jr.,  trustee,  $6825,  for 
land  taken  to  widen  Summer  street. 

Order  to  pay  W.  S.  Dexter  et  a!.,  trustees,  $10,100, 
for  land  taken  to  widen  Washington  street. 

Order  to  pay  John  A.  Lowell,  trustee,  $18,,546,  for 
land  taken  to  widen  Washington  street. 

Order  to  designate  the  portion  of  India  wharf  be- 
tween Broad  street  and  Atlantic  avenue  as  "India 
square."" 

Order  authorizing  general  repairs  on  the  jail  dur- 
ing this  year,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $5000. 

Order  authorizing  general  repairs  cm  Court  House 
buildings  during  this  year,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$5000. 

The  order  appropriating  the  sum  of  $801)0  for  an 
exhibition  of  a  model  schoolroom  and  furniture  at 
the  proposed  Vienna  Exposition  was  further  consid- 
ered. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  said  that  while  he  believed  that 
our  school  system,  with  all  its  excellences,  had 
many  imperfections,  and  that  a  comparison  of  its 
features  with  those  of  other  nations  such  as  is  con- 
templated at  the  Vienna  Exposition  might  enable  us 
to  receive  as  well  as  to  impart  much  good,  it  was 
clear  that  the  object  could  only  be  accomplished  by 
National  or  State  legislation  and  appropriation,  or 
by  private  subscription.  When  the  matter  was  in 
troduced  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  the  question  of  the  legality  of 
municipal  appropriations  for  this  purpose  was 'not 
raised.  When  it  was  afterwards  raised  and  settled  by 
the  adverse  opinion  o1  the  City  Solicitor,  received  a 
iew  minutes  before  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  he 
hesitated  about  presenting  the  order  at  all.  and  did  so 
ouly  in  courtesy  to  the  committee,  and  to  the  worthy 
member  of  the  School  Board,  who  advocated  the 
measure.  AlthoiTgh  it  may  be  within  the  memory  of 
man5'  now  living,  that  expenditures,  sometimes  quite 
large,  have  been  made  for  various  purposes,  with  or 
without  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor,  which  did  not 
come  within  the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  yet  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  wish,  especially  in  this  season  of  our 
city's  trial  and  necessarily  increasing  burdens,  to  add 
to  the  list  of  wrong  or  illegal  precedents,  and  he 
therefore  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

TAPEBS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  February  was 
ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  petitions  of  Jane  Logue  and  of  John  Keeuan 
were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  order  was  passed  in  concurrence: 

Report  and  order  to  pay  th(^  Assistant  Port  Physi- 
cian $700,  for  extra  services  last  year. 

The  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  (General  Court  for 
ana  act  to  take  the  low  territory,  bounded  by  North- 
ampton, Eustis,  Albany  and  Washington  streets,  and 
to  raise  the  grade  thereof,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  for  Legislative  Committee  to  apply  to 
the  General  Court  for  an  act  placing  the  licensing  of 
stables  with  the  City  Council,  instead  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  being  under  consideration.  Alderman  Gaf- 
fleld expressed  the  belief  that  the  proposed  enlarge- 
ment of  the  power  of  licensing  stables  would  inter- 
fere with  the  business,  and  moved  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward  stated  that  the  order  was  almost 
the  unanimous  desire  of  the  committee,  at  whose  re- 
quest it  was  reported;  yet  he  was  of  the  belief  that 
the  business  could  be  done  with  more  expedition  and 
at  less  expense  under  the  present  method. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  carried. 

pBDERS  RELATING  TO    REFRESHMENTS    AND    CARRIAGE 
HIRE. 

The  order  for  the  Auditor  to  submit  a  monthly 
statement  of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  refresh- 


ments for  standing  or  special  committees  of  the  City 
Council,  or  either  branch,  came  up,  amended,  so  as 
to  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  from  and  after  this  date,  no  comiiiil- 
tee  sliall  approve,  nor  shall  the  Auditor  audit,  nor 
.shall  the  Treasurer  pay  any  bill  contracted  by  any 
committee  of  the  City  Council,  or  of  either  branch 
or  any  member  thereof,  or  any  bill  contracted  by  any 
member  of  the  City  Council  for  refreshments  of  any 
name  or  nature,  or  for  carriage  hire,  unless  said  bill 
is  contracted  under  a  special  vote  passed  prior  to  con- 
tracting the  same. 

Alderman  Clark  said.  I  am  most  hap])y  to  concur 
wirh  the  (^ommon  Council,  and  think  that  the  pres- 
ent moment  is  one  which  will  do  uf  honor  and  give 
to  the  community  unusual  satisfaction.  It  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction — one  which  I  have  long  desired, 
hut  did  hot  suppose  it  could  he  so  saccessfully  car- 
ried out  at  the  present  time.  To  the  Common  Coun- 
cil is  due  the  credit  of  inaugurating  the  abolition  of 
the  last  vestiges  of  an  annual  exi)eiiditure  which  a 
few  years  asro  was  a  just  sul)ji'ct  of  complaint.  The 
time  is  favorable  and  the  reasons  most  urgent  for 
adopting  this  order.  We  have  no  money  to  waste 
which  can  possibly  be  saved  and  put  to  good  uses. 
The  large  amount  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
we  should  spend  in  street  improvements,  in  in- 
creasing and  making  as  efficient  as  possible 
the  Fire  Department,  the  necessary  increase  of 
the  i)olice  force  to  an  extent  that  will  give  full  and 
ample  security  to  life  and  property  in  every  section 
of  the  city — will  increase  the  rate  of  taxation  to  a 
\ery  large  extent.  We  have  already  created  within 
the  past  3'ear  a  Board  of  Health,  which  will  add  fiom 
$2.1,000  to  $:«,000  to  the  annual  exi)rnditures.  This 
new  department  is  .--o  vital  to  the  people  that  if  the 
expenditun^  were  four  times  that  amount,  the  citizens 
would  willingly  meet  the  expenditure.  Now  if  this 
order  is  adopted,  enough  will  be  saved  to  tlie  city 
treasury  to  run  the  entire  Department  of  Health  for 
a  year  to  come.  There  is  no  step  we  can  take  that 
will  be  so  .-iatisfactory  to  the  public  and  that  will  re- 
flect so  much  honor  on  ourselves  as  by  adopting  this 
order. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  would  be  impossible  for 
committees  to  discharge  their  duties  without  proper 
modi^s  of  ccuiveyance,  and  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  order  so  much  as  related  to  carriage  hire. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, since  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon he  could  proceed  in  the  street  cars  to  every  pub- 
lic square  and  common  in  the  city,  and  he  was  ready 
to  pay  the  fare  of  five  cents  himself,  and  the  same 
was  true  in  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
There  was  not  the  slightest  reason  for  any  change. 
The  Commiin  Council  were  in  full  harmony  with  the 
Board,  and  he  had  no  doubt  they  passed  the  order  in 
good  faith,  and  he  would  concur  in  the  same  manner 
In  which  it  came  down  to  us.  They  would  not  do 
justice  to  themselves  if  they  refrained  from  doing  it. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  that  nothing  had  been  more 
refreshing  than  the  action  of  the  Council  at  its  last 
meeting. "  It  voices  that  perfect  and  harmonious  ac- 
cord which  ought  alwaj's  to  prevail  between  both 
branches  of  the  City  Government  and  the  Individ- 
ual members,  and  it  removes  all  embarrassment  from 
the  minds  of  the  chairmen  of  the  committees. 
Whereas  some  might  have  been  iu  doubt,  on  neces- 
sai'v  and  proper  occasions,  as  to  the  propriety  of  in- 
viting their  associates  on  laborious  committees  to 
partake  of  a  reasonable  dinner,  or  a  cup  of  tea, 
the  question  has  been  most  happily  settled 
by  the  nearly  unanimous  vote  of  our  breth- 
ren of  the  other  branch.  And  now  that  the 
matter  has  been  sufliciently  ventilated  in  a  generally 
good-natured  discussion  in  both  boards,  and  is  fully 
understood  by  all,  I  move  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  whole  subject,  leaving  it  to  be  regulated, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  by  the  common  sense,  integrity  and 
manhood  of  the  members  of  both  boards. 

NotwithstaiKliiig  the  votes  which  have  been  passed. 
I  have  no  fear  that  any  chairman  will  act  in  other 
than  a  liberal  and  honorable  manner,  and  from  my 
knowledge  of  human  nature.  I  do  not  think  that  many 
ni embers  of  either  bi'auch  will  have  strength  to  refuse 
an  invitation,  or  oppose  a  motion  to  take  from  the 
table,  pleasantly  discuss,  or  finally  to  dispose  of  any 
refreshments  which  may  be  laid  before  them  for  con- 
sideration in  a  reasonable  manner,  and  on  proper  oc- 
casions. He  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  matter. 

Alderman  Sayward  remarked  upon  the  change 
which  had  occurred  among  some  of  the  Aldermen, 
and  said  he  should  vote  for  the  inconsistent.  He 
supposed  the  Alderman  had  free  tickets  on  horse 
railroads,  and  it  would  not  cost  him  anything  to  ride 
to  various  portions  of  the  city.  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  pass  the  order  and  let  hun  send  his  tick- 
ets to  the  Common  Council. 
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AI(l(!rinrtn  Clark  said  he  wap  willing  to  pay  for  all 
IiIk  l.ickcl.H. 

AldrniiMii  Saywnrd  said  ho  was  redy  to  pay  his 
own  ciiriianv  liirc,  kul  after  reading  tlie  roiuarks  of 
sonic  of  llic  iiicnibers  of  the  tlonnuon  C'ouiieil.  par- 
lienlarly  tliose  of  j\Ir.  J'iekering  and  Mr.  Dean,  gcu- 
tlenien  of  this  Hoard  ought  to  he  ashamed  of  them- 
selves. 

The  Chair  stated  the  qnesl.ion  to  he  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Gafheld  raised  a  question  thai  the  mo- 
tion to  indefiiHtely  postjicme  was  llrst  in  ordi-r. 

The  Chair  read  the  will  of  the  Board,  and  stated  the 
question  again,  and  Mr.  Gatlield  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

Tlu' decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained,  and  Iht- 
quc'sfion  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  to  strike  out 
so  much  of  the  order  as  relates  to  carriage  hire. 

The  motion  was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  8  to  4,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Bigelow,  Brown,  Emery.  CTaftield.  Cihson, 
Ilulhert,  Power,  Quincy. 

Nays — Clark,  Cutter.  Sayward,  Stehhins. 

Alderman  (iaflicld  renewed  the  motion  for  an  in- 
defuiite  iiostponement. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  hoped  the  Board  would  not 
lose  the  effect  of  all  their  talk,  and  he  did  not  believe 
in  an  indefinite  postponement.  1'he  other  branch 
had  taken  oiu'  slep  beyond  the  Board  in  measures 
of  ccunomv,  and  the  Board  should  not  be  outdone. 
There  would  be  a  saving  of  !j;-j.''),000  or  P0,00()— enough 
to  pay  for  the  running  of  the  Board  of  Health — in 
wliicli  action  the  Council  was  honest,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Board  to  c(mcur.  The  members  of  the 
Council  meant  what  tln^y  said,  <)nd  if  thej;  were  hon- 
est and  earnest  in  tlieir  duty  to  their  constituents  and 
themselves  the  present  year,  they  should  show  that 
they  mean  reform. 

Alderman  Oattield  did  not  think  that  there  would 
be  any  taking  of  hack  tracks.  The  moral  effect  of 
the  discussion  would  be  good,  as  shown  on  the  pub- 
lic and  on  tin;  City  Cotnicil,  and  it  .should  go  no  fur- 
ther. They  should  now  rely  on  the  integrity,  manhood 
and  good  sense  of  both  Ijoards,  and  in  this  respect 
they  would  he  sustained  by  the  integrity,  manhood, 
and  good  sense  of  the  community. 

The  motion  for  iudelinlte  postponement  was  lost, 
by  a  vote  .5  to  T,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Cutter,  Gatlield,  Gibson,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Nays — Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Emery,  Hulbert, 
Sayward,  Quincy. 

Alderuiau  Sayward  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Clark  opposed  the  motion. 

Alderman  Sayward  inquircjd  if  the  motion  was  de- 
batable. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  it  was  not. 

Alderman  Clark  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion,  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  3  to  9,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Gatlield,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Nays — Bigelow.  Brown,  Clark,   Cutter,  Emery,  Gib- 
son, Hulbert,  Power,  Quincy. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  order^ 

Alderman  Quincy  hoped  that  tlie  Board  would  con- 
cur, and  thereby  put  an  end  for  the  present  to  what 
threatened  to  become  an  undignified  controversy  be- 
tween the  two  branches,  although  he  regretted  that 
the  other  branch  had  seen  fit  to  assume  the  attitude 
they  had.  The  order  passed  by  the  Board  contem- 
plated the  reasonable  use  of  a  privilege  which  the 
public  expected  would  be  soused,  but  which  it  could 
not  but  see  by  published  figures  had  in  times  past 
been  unreasonably  abused.  The  responsibility  for 
such  abiTse,  in  his  opinion,  rested  far  more  heavily 
upon  the  upper  branch  of  former  city  governments 
who  should  liave  discouraged  and  cliecked  it.  than 
upon  the  lower  branch.  It  was  the  upper  branch  of 
past  years  upon  whom  the  order  most  severely  re- 
flected, and  yet  the  present  lower  -.jraneh  had  seen  fit 
to  regard  flie  same  as  a  vote  of  censure  or  rebukejto 
themselves,  and  had  replied,  in  st;bstan(:e,  "'We  will 
agree  to  no  such  check  as  you  propose,  but  we  will 
abolish  the  whole  system,  the  unreasonable, the  reason- 
able and  the  necessary,  including  even  carriage  hire  for 
committees  on  duty,  and  see  how  long  you  will  stand 
that."  And  prominent  members  of  the  branch  as- 
suming this  attitude,  criticised  severely  the  action  of 
the  Board  as  nndignitied  and  childish.  It  did  not 
comport  with  the  dignity  of  this  body  to  retort  accu- 
sations, and  therefore  the  Alderman  though  tthat  the 
matter  of  dignity  or  childishness  might  safely  be  left 
to  the  decision  of  the  public.  The  adoption  of  this 
Order  might  be  followed  by  some  inconveniences,  but 
he  relied  on  the  good  sense  of  the  other  branch  to 
perceive  ere  long  that  no  insinuation  against  their 
body  was  intended,  and  that  then  they  would  agree 
to   put   the  matter   on  the  footing  desired  by  the 


Board,  viz.,  to  adopt  a  check  against  abuses,  and  to 
leave  unl(Mi<lied  a.  r(uisonable  jjrivilege,  which  the 
public  are  willing  enough  that-  the  (^ity  (iovcrnment 
should  enioy. 

Alderman'  Clark  regretted  that  they  did  not  concur 
with  the  other  branch  in  the  passjige  of  the  order  as 
it  came  from  them,  and  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  striking  out  so  much  of  the  order  as  related 
to  carriage  hire. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  motion  would  Kot  pre- 
vail. As  a  matter  of  economy  the  interests  of  the 
city  required  the  amendment  to  be  made,  for  busi- 
m^ss  could  not  be  done  unless  some  mode  of  convev- 
ance  is  furnished  to  comtnittees,  who  are  often  I'e- 
quired  to  go  where  there  are  no  horse  railroads. 

Alderman  Sayward  opposed  tlie  reconsideration, 
for  it  was  necessary  that  carriages  should  be  fur- 
nished to  committees  in  doing  the  public  business. 
This  had  been  an  undignified  controversy,  and  would 
not  have  been  brought  up  by  those  who  had  had  ex- 
perience in  city  matters.  There  were  but  few  per- 
sons who  objected  to  an  expenditure  for  such  pur- 
poses, and  the  longer  the  debate  the  lietter  it  would 
he.  It  looked  undignified  in  an  editor  who  had  held 
a  seat  in  the  Board,  and  had  partaken  freely  in  its 
ex  enditures,  to  give  his  views  as  that  of  the  public 
sentiment.  Aldermen  had  spoken  of  improprieties 
of  past  governments,  but  no  objections  could  be 
made  against  the  last  year's  government,  whicli  was 
economical  and  had  an  economical  chairman.  He 
hoped  the  reconsideration  would  not  prevail,  but  if 
it  passed  it  would  not  be  by  his  vote. 

Alderman  Hulbert  did  not  deem  the  matter  less 
trivial  than  it  was  last  week,  and  as  to  knowledge  of 
it  from  experience  in  the  City  Ctovernment,  he  only 
spoke  from  what  gentlemen  of  past  city  govern- 
ments had  told  him.  The  ofl'ering  of  his'order  was 
not  personal,  iMit  was  offered  only  so  that  it  might 
be  understood  what  was  to  be  tlie  practice  of  the 
Government.  He  had  no  person  in  mind,  but  a  re- 
gard to  the  standing  of  members  of  the  Goverinnent. 
These  things  were  well  known  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  years,  and  were  the  subject  of  public 
scandal.  II  might  be  egotistical  ami  self-willed  on 
his  part,  but  he  believed  the  cn-der  offered  by  him  to 
be  a  proper  one,  and  whether  others  believed'  it  to  be 
an  error,  he  should  vote  for  the  order.  It  was  enough 
to  show  that  there  had  been  a  public  scandal,  and  he 
believed  in  the  Scripture  that  they  should  provide 
things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men'. 

In  what  he  did  he  was  speailng  for  the  good  name 
of  the  whole  Council.  He  had  no  wish  to  conceal 
anything  nor  had  he  any  personal  plans  to  carry  out. 
He  voted  for  the  amendment,  because  he  could  not 
give  a  good  reason  why  provision  should  not  be  made 
for  caariage  hire.  There  was  no  danger  on  that 
point;  the  trouble  was  not  there,  but  in  relation  to 
refreshments.  TVil'  matter  was  worthy  of  their  at- 
tention, and  some  progress  had  been  niade.  but  if  it 
was  believed  to  be  best  not  to  allow  carriages  he 
could  go  afoot  ail  the  year. 

Alderman  Sayward  .said  he  should  judge  from 
offering  the  (U'der,  that  it  was  designed  as  a  reflec- 
tion on  the  last  City  Government.  There  were  but 
four  of  this  Board' here  last  year,  and  half  of  the 
Council,  and  it  looked  like  an  imputation  upon  them. 
He  was  astonished  at  the  course  of  the  gentleman 
who  was  here  last  year  and  was  so  strong  an  advo- 
cate of  the  order,  and  it  would  have  beeii  better  to 
have  adopted  the  first  Older  offered,  which  was  the 
best  one,  because  it  might  have  lieen  better  for  the 
families  of  the  members. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  that  carriage  hire  might 
be  as  much  of  an  abase  as  dinners,  and  it  would  be 
an  expensive  job  where  as  many  as  eight  are  provid- 
ed for.  It  was  a  large  expense  every  year,  ancl  could 
be  dispensed  with.  Why  not,  tlien,' concur  with  the 
Council?  After  so  coinpiete  a  ventilalion  of  the  sub- 
ject, they  .should  not  take  a  back  step,  for  to  pass  the 
order  as  it  came  from  the  Council  will  give  complete 
satisfaction.  They  have  improved  upon  us,  and  let 
us  follow  their  .-example,  and  save  the  outcry  against 
Ihe  lavish  expenditure  of  the  City  Government. 

.Alderman  Sayward  clid  not  believe  there  was  any 
danger  of  carriage  hire,  for  in  his  own  case  he  did 
not  approve  of  a  bill  if  he  did  not  order  carriages. 
How  could  the  bills  be  paid  for  if  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  did  not  approve  of  them?  How  could  they 
get  along  without  carriages,  and  how  ride  to  distant 
portions  of  the  city  where  the  cars  do  not  run?  He 
had  two  horses,  but  he  could  not  provide  them  for 
the  use  of  the  city.  The  citizens  and  the  public  had 
no  objection  to  the  payment  of  hire  of  cai'i'iages,  nor 
of  any  reasonable  amount  of  expenditure  for  refresh- 
ments. 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  they  came  here  for  the 
sake  of  dinners,  and  he  did  not  act  for  the  sake  of  get- 
ting votes,  for  he  was  not  a  candidate  for  Alderman 
or  the  Common  Council  or  for  Mayor,  as  it  was  about 
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time  lor  .some  to  be  thinking  of  tliat  office.  He  was 
disposed  to  be  fiiir  and  honest,  and  if  the  citiKeus 
wished  them  to  do  liusiness,  tliey  must  liave  carriages 
to  get  about  in.  Othtir  Aldermen  are  often  ready  to 
ride,  if  some,  other  committees  famish  carriages. 
This  Board  he  supposed  was  made  up  the  same  as 
others,  and  some  expenditures  of  this  kind  would  be 
needed.  .   .  ,         : 

Alderman  Gaflield  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  it 
_  to  be  vvioug  to  require  the  city  to  pay  for  carriage 
hire.. arid  occasions  must  occur  in  which  reasonable 
.  refresUnuuits  should  be  provided.    It  was  not  the  use 
but  the  abuse  of  the  practice  which  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  complaint.    The  question  had   been  brought 
up  to  check  abuses.     The  order   had  been  discussed 
g  oodnatiu'edly,  and  tlie   other  branch  had  adopted  a 
substitute  in  a  kind  of  joke,  and  had  sent  it  to  them. 
He  was  sorry  any  feeling  had  been  shown  this  after- 
noon,   and   hoped  that  l)etvveen    l)oth  boards  they 
ivould  come  to  an  agreement  to  reform  abuses.     The 
.  discu.ssion  had  done  good,  and   it  was  not  child's 
play.     The  remarks  in  the  other  branch  did  not  dis- 
turb  his   dignity.     He  hoped  some  one  would  mo\e 
to  reconsider  the  order,  and  it  ought  to  lit  indeiinite- 
.  ly  post])oned. 

Aldernran  C'lark  believed  if  some  .'ii;:J5,0(lO  or  $30,000 
.  could  be  .saved,  it  was  an  important  subject.     He  had 
;  no  doubt  the  Council  acted  in  good  faitii.     So  far  as 
related  to  carriage  hire,  arrangements  could   be  made 
.  beforehand   if    they  were   needed,  and   t  bere  was  no 
reason  why  the  order  should   not    be  passed  as  it  was 
in  the  Council.     Tlicre  was  no   subject  more  deserv- 
ing of  serious  consideration  than  this  was,  and  the 
responsibility  rests  upon   this  Board.    They  were  as 
much  to  blame  as  were  members  of  the  Council.     No 
doubt  he  did  his  part  toward  public  e.-cpenditure.    He 
should  be   mortified  should  the  order  be  postponed, 
but  he  hoped  the  reconsideration   in   relation   to  car- 
riages would  prevail. 

Alderman  Sayward  suggested  a  ditticulty  in  rela- 
tion to  obtaining  carrageVwhere  one  was  authorized, 
and  should  not  "prove  to  he  enough,  in  which  case 
it  might  be  necessary  to  postpone  thi;  action  of  a 
committee  for  a  week. 

Alderman  Quincy  objected  to  indefinite  postpone- 
ment because  the  order  was  necessary  to  cheek 
abuses.     It  would  do  for  the  present  as  it  is. 

The  cpiestion  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Alderman 
Clark  to  reconsider  the  adoption  of  tln^  amendment 
in  striking  out  carriage  hire. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  1  to  11,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Clark. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Brown,  Cutter,  Emery,  (Jaftield. 
(Jibson,  Hulbert,  Power,  CJ.uiucy,  Sayward,  Steb- 
bins. 

Alderman  Gaffield  believed  the  abuses   complained 
of  would  be  checked  should  the  order   be  indetinitely 
l)ostponed,  and  the  matter  left  to  the  good  sense  and 
,  vutegrity  of  the  City  Council. 

Afderuian   Clark    said    he    was   astonished  at  the 
course  of  the  Alderman,  after  condemning,  as  he  did. 
'the  follies    and  vices  of  past   city  governments,  now 
to  wish  for  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order. 
.  Such  a  course  put  back  the    cause  of  reform  twenty 
years,    The  public    have    become   imbued  with  the 
.idea  that  this  is  an  extravagant  Government,  and  as 
he  believed  the  Council  did  not  talk  for  buncombe  in 
this  matter,  they   should  concur  with  them.     He  de- 
sired to  inform  the    Alderman    from  Ward  10  (.Say- 
ward) that  he  was  not  talkmg  for  buncombe;  he  did 
not  did  not    desire  office  in  the  future;  what  be  de- 
sired to  do  was  to  fill  his  present  position  well,  and 
,  at  the  present  time  we  should  retrench  in  every  pos- 
sible manner. 

'  Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  he  said  nothing 
about  buncombe,  and  was  surprised  to  hear  the  Al- 
derman on  the  other  side  refer  to  members  of  the 
Board  by  name:  that  that  was  more  like  a  new  mem- 
ber than  one  who  had  had  his  experience  here.  He 
thought  it  was  hardly  courteous  to  call  such  names. 

AlcTerman  Clark  said  he  did  not  call  that  gentleman 
Buncombe. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  if  the  Aderman 
bad  called  him  by  that  name  he  should  have  been 
xlelighl;cd.  but  he  called  him  by  name  in  the  discus- 
sion. 

Alderman  Power   helieved    the    Council    had   not 

can.ght  them  in  a  irap,  for  if  they  mean  business  they 

:  will  concur  in  the  amendment.     The  interests  of  the 

city  could  not  be  subserved  unless  modes  of  convey- 

jauce  were  provided.    He  hojied  the  order  would  not 

be  postponed,  but  passed. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  and  it  was  passed,  by  a  ^-ote  of  eight  to  four, 
.as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,     Brown,     Clark,   Emery,   Hulbert, 
Power,  Q.uincy,  Sayward. 
'.   Nays— Cutter,  Gaflield,  Gibson,  Slebbins. 


KEl'ORTS   OF   COSIMITTEES. 

xVlderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  rs  folliws:  A. 
A.  Noyes,  to  give  a  concert  at  Treniont  Temple  Feb. 
13;  John  M.  Watson,  Browne  &  Cook,  and  Henry 
Fall,  as  auctioneers;  also  to  sundry  persons  as  vict- 
uallers, wagon  licenses,  and  for  billiard  saloons,  and 
for  transfer  of  wagon  license.     Severally  siccepted. 

Alderman  Power,  'from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  several  pe- 
titions for  the  location  and  use  of  steam  engines  and 
Doilers  of  Schnetzer  &  Abendroth,  11  Chslrlestown 
street;  McCready  &  Stearns,  g'.l  Court  strbet;  R.  B. 
Lincoln  &  Son,  on  .^Iger  sti  cet,  near  Dorchester 
street;  Gai-ew  &  Walsh,  on  wharf  on  East  Dover 
street;  and  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  Denni- 
son  &  Co..  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  at  1.5  Suffolk  place.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  C(nnmittee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows:  Nay- 
lor  &  Co.,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  twenty-five 
horses  on  Dorchester  avenue,  opposite  Norway  Iron 
Works:  James  H.  Boyham,  to  erect  a  stable  for  two 
horses  corner  of  Tremont  and  Whitney  streets: 
Adams  Thompson,  to  occupy  and  alter  a  stable  for 
thirty  horses  on  Northampton  street;  M.  N.  Brittan. 
to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Marston 
avenue,  to  be  of  brick,  on  the  northerly  corner  of  the 
lot:  George  W.  Dyer,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  Pleasant  street,  corner  of  Savin-Hill 
avenue;  Edwin  O.  Presby,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Blue-Hill  avenue,  near  Moreland 
street;  A.  B'irth,  to  erect  a  stable  on  Atlantic  avenue, 
to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings.     Severally  accepted. 

The  committee  also  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  C.  O.  Smith,  for  leave  to  erect  stalls  in  an 
old  building  on  Gold  street  for  six  horses.  Accept- 
ed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  appointments  of  Police 
Officers  made  by  the  Mayor,  made  a  report  in  favor  of 
the  confirmation  of  the  appointments,  as  follows: 

Police  Officers — Bernard  Johnson,  Oscar  M.  Well- 
man,  Christopher  White,  William  J.  Condon,  Burt 
tJilson,  Thonuis  Sbehan,  Harrison  Wilder,  Jr.,  George 
AI.  Lovering,  Daniel  E.  Curran,  Joseph  Brown,  Harry 
P.  Hersey,  Benjamin  S.  Hill,  John  H.  Shaw.  Lewis  F. 
Lei.ghton,  William  Burke,  Frederic  T.  Harvey,  Har- 
lan P.  Paige,  Daniel  A.  Ritter,  Ira  B.  Perry. 
The  several  aijpointments  were  confirmed. 
Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  tlie  Assessors'  Department,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  election  of  the  following-named 
persons  as  First  Assi,stant  Assessors: 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer,  WMlliam  J.  Ellis,  James  Hea- 
ly.  Michael  Carney.  Theophilus  Buri',  John  M.  Ma- 
guire,  P.  Amb'-ose  Youu,Lf,  Joseph  L.  Drew,  Charles 
K.  Jackson,  Edwin  B.  Spinney,  Edward  F.  Rohinson, 
Ge(n'ge  F.  Williams,  Otis  Rich,  William  Gtallagher, 
George  F.  Davis,  L.  Foster  Morse,  Isaac  F.  Atwood, 
Phineas  B.  Smith.  William  Withington,  John  L. 
Brighan*!,  Henry  Pierce.  John  H.  Giblm,  William  H. 
Cundy.  Thaddeus  (iould,  Andrew  J.  Browne,  Horalio 
N.  llolbrook.  Charles  Nowell 

'I'he  report  was  accepted,  when  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  an  election,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes ; 11 

Kecessary  to  a  choice (i 

Ben  ianihi  F.  Palmer : 11 

William  J.  Kllis 11 

.Tames  Healy 'T    . 

Michael  Carney 11 

'rhei)i>liilus  Isfirr lit 

.Idlm  ,M.  .Masuire 11 

I',  .\nibrose  Youua 10 

.I<is:>ph   L.  Drew,  .■^. i» 

(  liarles  K,  .lacUson 11 

Kilv.hi  IJ.  Spiiiuey 11 

Edward  F.  Kobiiison u 

Georae  F.  Williams 11 

Otistiicli ■: 

"William  Gallaeher 11 

'  Geonae  F.  Da\  Is !i 

"L.  Foster  Morse 11 

Isaac  F.  Atwood 11 

.  ,.,   Phlueas  B.  Smith 11 

.  "NVilliain  Withington 11 

'.  John  L.  Biifiliain 11 

'Hciir\'  Pierce 11 

Jolm'  H.  Giblin 11 

William  H.  Cinidv : T 

Tluuideus  Gould." H 

.   Andrew  J.  Browne lu 

,,  Horatio  iST.  HolbroolJ 'i 

Charles  Xowell 10 

'    James  Deniiie 10 

■  A.  (i.  "Wynian (i 

J.  K.  C:ri)wlev ij 

.M.  J.  Creak.: 1 

The  committee  reported  that  thirty  persons  re- 
ceived ^otes  enough,  three  more  than  were  required 
to  be  elected.        " 
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Aldcniiaii  Stpbbins,  of  tl>p  coiiinii I  loo,  stated  thai: 
Olio  hiillol  ooiitiiiiiiiiL;  nioro  than  tho  nunilior  of  oan- 
diihilos  was  thrown  out.  Tf  ooimtod  it  would  ix'wv 
Messrs.  Iloaly,  Cundy  and  l?ioh  ono  inoro  voto,  when 
there  would  lie  an  oxooss  of  ono  person  oleoted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hrown  of  tlie  oonimittee, 
tho  twonty-four  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
above  lii'i'i-n  were  declared  to  be  elected,  and  tho 
Board  jjroeeeded  to  tho  olocti<m  of  three  more. 

On  the  second  ballot  William  H.  Cundy  was  oleot- 
ed, receiving  S  votes,  and  A.  (i.  \\'yman  was  also 
elected  by  7  votes,  seven  being  required  for  a  choice. 
and  Otis  Rich  and  J.  K.  Crowley  had  ti  (■aoli.  M.  .1. 
Croak  1,  II.  :N".  Holbrook  "2,  Thaddous(iould,  Andrew 
J.  Browne,  1  each. 

On  the  third  ballot  for  one  Assessor  there  was  no 
choice.  Otis  Rich  receiving  r>  votes.  M.  .1.  Croak  A.  J. 
K.  Crowley  5.  11.  N.  Holl)fook  1. 

On  tho  fourth  and  fifth  ballots  tho  votes  were  tho 
same:  Otis  Rich  having  fi,  M.  J.  Croak  a,  .).  K.  Crow- 
ley -2,  H.  N.  Holtirookl. 

On  Ihe  sixth  ballot  Otis  Rich  was  elected  by  a  vote 
of  7  to  :!  for  J.  K.  Crowley,  and  one  each  for  M. 
J.  Croak  and  11.  N.  llolbrooli. 

Alderman  (4ibson,  from  the  committee  to  nom- 
inate Sui)orintondents  of  Bridges,  made  a  report 
recommending  Iho  election  of  Reuben  B.  Wendell  as 
Superintendent  of  Maverick-  treet  Bridpe. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  an  election,  resulting  in  the  choice  of  the  nominee. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  AldernKin  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  tho  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  standing  com- 
mittees of  the  Board  of  Aklermeii  not  having  charge 
of  any  appropriation  of  money,  also  by  inclividual 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  while  engaged  in 
the  discliarge  of  official  duty;  the  amount  of  said 
bills  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contin- 
gent Expenses  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  there  he  paid  to  John  Coliamore  the 
sum  of  $14.7n8,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Washington  street,  by  a 
resolve  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  passed 
December  Iti,  1872,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  the 
same  to  bo  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  cause  tho  flags 
to  be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
and  a  national  salute  to  be  tired  at  East  Boston, 
South  Boston,  the  city  proper,  Roxbury  and  Dor- 
chester, at  noon  on  the  -iid  of  February  instant,  in 
commemoration  of  the  birthday  of  George  Washing- 
ton: the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidental  Expenses. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 
•  Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  npon  West  Bos- 
ton and  Craigie's  Bridges  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and^instructed.  in  behalf  ofthe  city,  to  peti- 
tion the  General  Court  for  authority  to  reconstruct 
■and  widen  Craigie's  Bridge  to  a  width  not  less  than 
sixty-fonr  feet,  and  to  take  such  land,  buildings  and 
wharves  and  other  property  as  may  be  found  requi- 
site or  convenient  to  accommodate  such  reconstruc- 
tion and  widening. 

REFRESHMENTS       BY       BOARDS       OP       DIRECTORS      AND 
OTHERS. 

Alderman  Clark  oiierod  tho  following  order: 

Ordered,  Tliat  on  and  aftoi'  the  passage  of  this  order 
no  bill  shall  lie  allowed  or  paid  for  rofroshments 
furnished  directly  or  indirectly  to  any  boards  of 
directors  or  trustees  or  heads  of  departments  elect- 
ed by  the  City  Council,  unless  said  expendituros  have 
been  incurred  under  a  sjiocial  order  of  the  ( 'ity  Coun- 
cil. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  ho  had  hoped  this  business 
of  refreshments  had  been  tiiiishod  up.  and  asked  if  it 
was  not  so. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  thai  the  whole  question  of 
economy  in  tho  City  (iovornmenr  was  involved.  As 
it  is  now  the  diroolors  of  any  board  can  provide  re- 
freshnionls  as  often  as  they  see  tit,  and  this  action 
was  nocessavy  to  com]>loto  the  order  relating  to  ro- 
freslunonts.  They  should  show  the  community 
they  are  as  desiroiis  of  contributing  as  far  as  in  their 
power  to  lessening  the  expenses  of  tho   Government. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  might  be  right,  yet  it  aji- 
peared  to  him  to  be  ridiculous,  and  hojiod  he  would 
go  on  that  it  might  sooner  come  to  an  end.  lie 
would  like  to  know  what  particular  Board  it  was 
aimed  at. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  it  referred  to  no  par- 
ticular Board,  but  it  was  known  that  some  boards 
dine,  go  out  sailing,  and  engage  in  other  matters  at 
the  city's  exi>onse.  If  such  things  were  necessary, 
they  should  be  provided  for. 


Alderman  Sayward  said  lie  happened  to  bo  a  mem- 
lier  of  ono  board,  which  sometimes  went  to  Deer 
Island,  and  when  they  had  a  dinner,  as  Iheyninst 
have  one  somewhere.  Three  or  four  times  a  year 
they  give  excursions  to  patients  in  the  lunatic  hos- 
l)ital,  and  the  Alderman  would  do  well  to  see  them; 
I  he  inmates  of  the  House  of  Reformation  were  also 
laken  on  excursions.  This  order  appeared  to  be 
more  ridiculous  I  ban  ever,  and  he  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement,  but  sub.seques.tly  withdrew  it. 

Alderman  Gibson  thought  the  lirst  thing  in  order  in 
the  matter  would  he  to  introduce  an  order  of  inquiry 
w  iK'thor  there  wore  any  abuses  in  exiienditures  by 
such  boards,  lie  did  not  expect  that  outsiders  would 
1io  willing  to  work  for  nothing  in  tho  inlorests  of  the 
oitv.  Tho  taxjiayers  could  not  ob,]ect  to  reasonable 
expense,  for  if  they  did  the  sooner  ho  knew  it  the 
liotter.  and  he  w  onld  leave  them.  An  order  might  be 
adopted  to  inquire  into  excesses,  but  otherwise  if  tax- 
payers complain  let  them  cpmplain.  If  there  are. 
abuses  let  them  he  known,  but  until  ascertained  there 
was  no  need  of  complaining. 

.Mderman  Quincy  thought  it  was  sufticiont  for  them 
to  keep  their  own  skirts,  clear,  and  let  others  take 
the  responsibility  for  their  action.  He  hoped  the 
order  would  be  iiidetinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  his  intention  was  to  I6t  th« 
order  be  passed,  but  without  his  vote. 

Alderman  Gatlield  raised  the  question  whether  they 
had  any  control  of  appropriations  after  they  left 
them.  He  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid  over  and 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  be  obtained.  He 
should  approve  of  the  indefinite  postponement. 

Alderman  Quincy  renewed  the  motion  for  indefr 
nite  postponement. 
Alderman  Gatfield  favored  the  motion. 
Alderman  Pow  or  agreed  with  Alderman  Gibson  In 
relation  to  this  mattei-,  yet  the  measure  of  economy 
should  not  be  confined  "to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If 
they  were  not  worthy  of  trust,  directors  of  public  in- 
stitutions and  other  boards,  to  prevent  jealousy  and 
secure  harmony,  should  all  be  served  alike. 

Alderman  Sayward  Nvished  to  know  if  it  included 
the  Mayor,  as  it  should  include  every  one  connected 
with  the  (iovernment. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  Mayor  was  more  likely  to 
entertain  the  City  Government  than  to  be  entertained 
by  the  city.  The  Board  of  Directors  should  be  put 
upon  the' same  level  with  the  City  Council.  If  the 
Directors  at  large  were  not  ,villiiig  to  serve  under 
such  restrictions,  there  were  plenty  to  be  had  in  their 
places.     It  was  but  ,iust  and  reasonable. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  if  others  in  offlcewere  not 
to  be  trusted,'  the  Mayor  could  not  be.  He  did  not 
doubt  the  disposition  of  the  Mayor  to  entertain  the 
City  Government,  and  the  Alderman  opposite  could 
also  afford  to.  But  those  insinuations  and  orders 
were  perfectly  ridiculous,  yet  he  hoped  the  order 
would  pass. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  made  no  insinuations, 
for  this  was  a  matter  of  business,  to  carry  out  what 
he  believed  to  be  right. 

Alderman  Sayward  admitted  that  there  were  no 
insinuations,  biit  plain  language. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  if  this  goes  on,  when  the 
salary  bill  comes  up,  they  would  wish  to  have  every 
one  do  business  for  nothing.  There  was  no  need  .of 
their  acting  as  guardians,  but  it  was  the  excesses- of 
committees  they  wore  to  guard  against.  In  all  the 
expenditures  of  the  throe  years  he  had  been  in  the 
Board,  he  was  not  ashaniecl  of  his  record. 

The  question  was  stated  to  boon  the  indefinite 
postponemont  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Gibson  wished  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing as  an  interested  party,  acting  upon  boards  to  be 
affected  by  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward  also  asked  to  be  excused,  for 
the  same  reason. 

Alderman  Stolibins  said  ho  w'as  on  two  boards,  and 
should  also  be  excused  if  others  were. 

Alderman  Power  made  a  statement  that  hoalsow-as 
on  the  Board  of  the  City  Hospital. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  if  they  wore  inlerested, 
then  all  tho  Aldoi'inen  were  interested  on  tho  action 
which  had  been  laken  relating  to  the  Board. 

Alderman  Emery  believed  there  should  be  none  ex- 
cused. 

The  motions  to  excuse  Aldermen  Gibson  and  Say 
ward  were  lost. 

Tho  motion  for  indefinite  i)ostponement  w-as  car- 
ried by  a  vote  of  7  to  5,  as  follows: 

Vea's— Bigelow,   Cutter,   Emory,    Gaflield.   Gibson, 
Quincy,  Sayward. 
Nays— Bi-own,  Clark,  Hnlbort,  Power.  Stebbins. 

TRANSFER   OF    Al'PUOPUl ATIONS. 

The  Commitlee  on  Finance,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  re])ort  of  the  Committor'  on  Printing  and  the 
communication  of   the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City 
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Hospital,  severally  asking  for  addifional  appropria- 
tions, reported  tlie  accompanying  order  granting  the 
requests,  to  which  is  appended  the  authority  annual- 
ly given  to  the  Auditor  of  Accoimts  for  making  the 
necessary  transfers  for  closing  the  ftnancial  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  he  and  he 
herehy  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Lands  to  tliat  for  Printing.  $5000; 
from  that  for  Widening  Tremout  street.  $551X1.  and  for 
Widening  Streets  $6000,  to  that  for  City  Hospital. 

Also,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  such  transfers  of  ap- 
propriations as  are  required  to  make  up  deficiencies 
in  other  appropriations  and  such  others  as  may  be 
necessary  in  closing  the  business  of  the  financial 
year  which  terminates  April  .'iO,  1873. 

Alderman  Hulbert  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
proposed  authority  to  the  Auditor  to  make  transfers^ 
of  appropriations,  not  believing  in   any  such  meas- 
ures except  for  specific  purposes,  so  authorized.     He 
pioved  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Gafiield  \va^  satisfied  with  the  measure 
a,s  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice  and  neces- 
sary, but  believed  the  order  might  lie  over,  that  the 
Alderman  may  satisfy  himself  with  its  necessity. 

Alderman  Power  opposed  the  laying  over  of  the  or- 
iipr,  there  being  a  necessity  for  the  transfer  of  api)ro- 
■priations  specified,  that  required  for  printing  being  in 
consequence  of  the  large  documents  printed.  So  far 
as  related  to  the  Auditor,  it  was  well  known  there  was 
nomore  trustworthy  man  in  the  City  Hall,  and  the 
authority  to  make  transfers  was  simply  for  small  snms 
to  enable  him  to  meet  deficiencies  and  settle  up  ac- 
counts for  the  year. 

Alderman    Gibson  believed  there  might  be  some 
economy  commenced  at  the  City  Hospital. 
.    Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  did  not  raise   The   ques- 
tion of  the  integrity  of  any  one,   but  he  could  not 
consistently  vote  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward  believed  the  order  to  be  right, 
but  did  not  object  to  the  obtaining  of  information  by 
the  Alderman. 

Alderman  Clark  explained  that  the  result,  in  regard 
to  appropriations,  would  not  he  affected,  the  object 
beiriCT  to  enable  the  Auditor  to  balance  his  books. 
.  Alderman  Power  said  it  would  be  l)etter  to  give  the 
aiithority  to  make  the  transfer  than  to  borrow  money 
to  meet  deficiencies  in  appropriations.  He  had  confi- 
■dence  in  the  judgment  of  the  Auditor. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  the  autiicu-izing  of  trans- 
fers would  save  the  trouble  of  passing  different  orders 
to  meet  the  dift'erent  cases  of  deficiencies  which  might 
come  up.  Tire  objection  made  might  be  got  over  by 
passing  the  first  part  of  the  order,  and  letting  the 
other  lie  over. 

The  order  was  passed  with  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  last  clause  of  it. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  for 
an  act  to  take  the  low  territory  bounded  by  North- 
ampton, Eustis,  Albany  and  Washington  streets,  and 
to  raise  the  grade  thereof. 

,  Some  debate  ensued  in  relation  to  the  necessity  of 
early  action  to  secure  legislation,  upon  the  urgency  of 
the  measure,  and  whether  the  city  was  liable  for  the 
nuisance  which  it  was  alleged  existed  in  consequence 
of  the  condition  of  the  land. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  the  owners  of  the  terri- 


tory should  be  compelled  to  fill  up  the  land,  and  not 
require  the  city  to  do  it,  and  get  the  benefit  of  the 
rise. 

Alderman  Gafiield  stated  that  some  action  was 
taken  several  years  ago,  in  ordering  the  owners  of 
the  land  to  abate  the  nuisance  by  filling  it  up. 

Aklennan  Clark  said  there  was  no  law  to  compel 
the  filling  up  of  the  land,  hut  there  should  he,  for 
the  smallpo.K  was  not  much  worse. 

Alderman  Sayward  believed  the  Board  of  Health 
had  power  to  abate  the  nnisance  caused  by  the  condi- 
tion of  the  land,  and  charge  the  expense  to  the  own- 
ers. 

Alderman  Power  doubted  the  power  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  if  the  City  Council  had  not  the  power. 

Alderman  Gaffield  stated  that,  as  the  matter  came 
before  a  committee  upon  which  he  \\as,  he  would 
look  into  it  and    report  at  an  early  day. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  withdrawn. 

METROPOLITAN   RAILROAD   STABLE. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health 
and  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred,  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  last  year,  the  order  in  relation  to  the  location 
of  the  Metropolitan  Horse  Railroad  Company's  sta- 
ble at  the  corner  of  Shavvmut  avenue  and  Bartlett 
street,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered^  That  the  stable  which  the  Metropol- 
itan Railroad  Company  was  aathorized  to  build 
on  its  lot  of  land,  at  the  corner  of  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Bartlett  street,  by  an  order  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  approved  October  29, 
1872,  be  located  on  any  portion  of  said  land 
which  is  distant  at  least  one  hundred  feet  from  any 
public  street  or  way. 

Alderman  Power  wished  to  know  whether  the  pro- 
posed location  of  the  stable  was  on  the  line  of  St. 
James  street,  as  proposed  to  he  extended. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  there  was  no  ex- 
tension of  St.  James  street,  and  he  could  not  give  the 
information  asked  for. 

The  debate  was  continued  as  to  the  understanding 
in  relation  to  the  location  of  the  proposed  stable  by 
the  last  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Power  wished  further  to  know  whether 
the  location  wmild  interfere  with  the  extension  of  St. 
James  street,  if  determined  upon,  and  he  hoped  the 
order  would  lie  over. 

Alderman  Sayward  stated  that  the  railroad  com- 
pany bought  the  land  for  a  stable,  and  had  been 
hindered  in  building  it  hj'the  action  of  the  last  Board 
of  Aldermen.  Should  St.  James  street  be  extended, 
it  could  be  done  as  in  the  case  of  other  streets,  by 
the  removal  of  buildings  if  in  the  way,  but  this  com- 
pany should  not  he  further  delayed  in  building  on 
the  possibility  of  extending  a  street. 

Alderman  Gibson  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
order,  believing  the  company  to  be  right  in  asking  for 
better  terms,  if  the  last  Government  turned  the 
screws  too  tightly. 

Alderman  Quincy  believed  the  order  should  go 
over,  members  of  the  last  Board  giving  diametrically 
opposite  views  at  to  the  understanding  upon  which 
the  company  were  to  build  their  stable. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned, 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board   of  Aldermen, 

FRBOTIARY    1  a,    1.S78. 


A  special  meeting  of  tlie  Board  of  Aidermen  was 
held  at  one  o'clock  tins  afternoon.  Mayor  Pierce 
presiding. 

The  Mayor  stated  as  the  object  of  the  meeting 
action  npon  the  subject  of  widenina;  Lincoln    street. 

WIOENINfi   OP   LINCOLN    STREET. 

A  resohe  and  oider  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners,  pioviding  lor  the  widening  of  Lin- 
coln street,  near  Summer  street,  by  taking  land  of 
several  parties,  amounting  to  11 1.3  square  feet,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  .|;22,'iK50  50. 

The  several  items  of  expense  are  as  follows: 

William  Boynton,  115  Sinnmer  street,  428  feet,  $34 
per  foot,  $10.1.53;  damages  .fliOO-  -total.  $10,7.53.  Lucv 
Ann  Harris,  3  and  4  Lincoln  street.  95  feet.  $13,  $114(i: 
damages  |lf)0—.fl.SOO.  John  11.  J.  Hincke,  (i  Lincoln 
Street.l3(i  feet.$10.$13(;0;  damages, $200— $1400.  James 
Barrett,  No.  8  Lincoln  street,  13:i  feet,  $H  50,  $1108  .50: 
damages,  $200— $l;WS  50.  Henry  Lee.  10:^  Bedford 
street,  270  feet,  $30,  $7,520;  daniages,  $550— $8070. 
Total,  114;Heet,  $31,240  50:  damages.  $1710 -$33.0.50 .50. 

Alderman  f'lark  stated  that  tlie  subject  liad  been 
before  the  rommittee  on  Streets,  who  were  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  widening,  and  he  hoped  the  order 
would  take  its  second  reading  at  this  time. 


The  resolve  and  order  were  passed,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Board  of  Street  C'cmimissioners. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  licenses  to  erect  steam  engines  and 
boilers  be  granted  to  Williams  &■  Everett,  corner  of 
Bedford  and  Washington  streets,  and  to  Dennison  & 
Co.,  No.  15  Suffolk  place. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  f  !lark— 

Ordered,  That  there  he  paid  to  Azel  Bowditch  the 
sum  of  $305  .50,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  taking  of  land  for  the  widening  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  at  Warren  street,  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street  f'onnnissioners.  upon  the  usual  conditions; 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Nancy  M.  Fred- 
erick, the  .sum  of  $881)2,  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of 
the  heirs  of  Jabez  Frederick,  and  all  daniages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Summer  street,  by  resolve 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  on  the  usual 
conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

On  motion  of  Alderm.an  Oibson — 

Ordered:  That  the  Committee  on  Institutions  con- 
sider the  exyjediency  of  rescinding  or  modifying  the 
order  ])assed  December  22.  1871,  reciuesting  the  Judge 
of  Probate  and  other  constituted  authorities  not  to 
commit  any  nnne  ])atieiits  to  the  Boston  Lunatic 
Hospital. 

REPORTS   OF  A  COWMtTTEE. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Moseley,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  in  South  street.    Accepted. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

PKBRUARY    18,    1878. 


The  vp.uiilai-  weokly  meeting  of  the  Cominon  f'onn- 
eil  was  held  this  eveniiii;,  at  1y,  o'clocli.  K.  (),  Shep- 
nril,  the  President,  in  the  cliair. 

PAPEliS   FUOM   THE    BOARD   OP    ALT)EI;MKN. 

The  qnarterly  i-eport  of  the  City  Clerl;  and  tlie  an- 
nual report  of  the  C'ochitnate  Water  Board  wei'e  or- 
dered to  be  plaeed  on  file. 

The  petitions  of  Henry  A.  Rirhards,  Samnel  R. 
Russell,  and  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers"  Insurance 
<'oui])any  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

,  The  remonstrance  of  Rev.  W.  F.  Mallalieu  and  the 
invitation  of  the  Protestant  Association  to  be  re- 
viewed by  the  (;ity  Government  on  the  32d  February, 
were  severally  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  on  t.lie  public 
buildings  and  gi'onnds  and  a  national  salute  to  be 
lil-ed  at  Ea.st  Boston,  South  Boston,  the  city  proper, 
Eoxbury  and  Dorchester,  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
bii'thday  of  (Jeorge  Washington,  was  read  once. 

'The  order  that  the  Commissioners  on  West  Boston 
aild  Craigie's  bridges  be  instructed  to  petition  tlie 
General  Court  for  authority  to  reconstruct  and  widen 
Craigie's  Bridge  to  a  width  not  less  than  si.Kty-four 
feet,  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

■  The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  that  he 
sees  no  reason  to  recommend  additional  legislation 
relative  to  theatre  scenery,  etc.,  was  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  tili'. 

The  report  and  order  to  atithori/e  $5000  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  ajiijropriation  for  Public  Lands  to 
that  of  Printing;  from  that  for  Widening  Tremont 
street,  $55(10.  and  for  Widening  Streets,  $6000,  to 
that  for  City  Hospital,  was  amended,  on  motion  of 
Air.  WesI  of  Ward  Kj,  by  adding  the  provision  as 
originally  reported,  to  authorizi'  the  Auditor  to  trans- 
fer appropriations  for  the  settlement  of  accounts,  etc. 

As  amended,  the  order  was  passed. 

Tlie  election  of  assistant-assessors  was  laid  over, 
on  vote,  until  the  disposal  of  other  business. 

The  amendment  to  order  concerning  i-efre.slunents, 
etc.,  by  striking  out  the  words  -'or  for  carriage  hire,'" 
was  considered. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  Vi  moved  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order,  on  which  motion  Mr.  Page  of 
Ward  9  asked  for  the  yeas  and  navs.  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost  bv  a 
vete  of  If)  yeas  to  84  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Anderson,  Blackmar.  Bowles,  Caton,  Collins. 
Daicey,N.  Doherty.  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Flatley, 
Harrington,  Loring,  Martin,  MeOue.  McKenney, 
JlOrse,  Pease,  ^\'arren,  Weston. 

T!^ays— AblMitl,  Adams.  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Brackett, 
Bnrditt,  Burt,  Cudworth,  Davis,  Dean,  Denny,  Flynn, 
Hall,  Hint',  Jones.  Kingsley.  Madden,  Marstbn.  Page, 
Pevkins,  Pickering.  Powers.  Prescott.  Risteen,  Shaw, 
Thacher,  Tower,  Train,  Ujiham.  Wells. West. \^'histon. 
Woods,  Woodward. 

■  Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  Council  adhere  to  its 
former  vote. 

'The  f'hair  stated  that  the   same  result    would   be 
reached  by  voting  on  the  fjuestion  of  concurrence. 
'On   motion  of  Mr.  Thacher   of  Ward   l.'i.   the   yeas 
and  nays  were  ordared  oji  the  question. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  the  Chair  stated  the  cjues- 
tjon  to  be  on  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Alder-, 
men,  in  striking  out  the  words  '-or  tor  carriage  hire."" 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  hoped  the  Council  >vould  con- 
cur with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  for  after  voting 
against  the  indefinite  jxistponement  of  the  oi-der,  he 
cpiikl  not  see  how  they  could  refuse  to  pass  it.  It. 
wpnld  be  honestly  and  practically  impossible  for 
members  of  committees  to  discharge  their  duties 
without  carriage  hire.  Suppose  there  should  be  pav- 
ing required  in  Ward  Ki,  and  the  committee  should 
be  recpiired  to  see  to  it;  sujjpose  also  at  llie  same 
time  similar  work  should  be  required  in  Waid  1-2 
and  in  Roxbury.  if  carnages  should  not  be  allowed. 
for  their   use   the  work  could  not  l)e  well  done.        .     . 

The  result  would  be  that  members  of  committees 
•would  not  go  together,  and  in  many  cases  they  would 
go  separately,  and  individual  reports  would  be  made 
with  the  indorsement  only  of  one  member  of  the 
committee.  The  result  would  be  disastrous  to  the, 
public  bnsiiiess,  and  if  concurrence  was  lost,  the 
order  would  be  likely  to  be  disregarded  or  shorf- 
ived.     So  far  as  refreshments   were    concerned,    the 


two  branches  wcr(^  in  accord,  and  both  had  said  they 
would  do  without  them.  He  could  not  say  fliaf  he 
liked  it.  altog<'ther,  or  that  the  action  agreed  with  his 
judgment,  but  it  should  stand  until  it  could  be  tried. 
He  wasopijosed  to  indefinite  postponement,  but  was 
content  to  pass  the  order.  lie  hoped  they  would 
concur  in  the  amendment  with  an  honest  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  convenience. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  wished  to  be  consistent  as  his 
conscience  directed,  and  referred  to  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  .'\ldermen  in  passing  an  order  at  the  same 
meeting  at  which  this  amendment  was  made,  in  au- 
thorizing the  chairman  of  the  Board  to  appiove  of 
bills  incurred  by  members  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Con- 
tingent Fund.  Should  the  Council  pass  this  order 
while  the  Board  pass  orders  authorizing  the  approval 
of  bills,  as  proposed'/  He  hoped  they  would  be  con- 
sistent, and  that  all  would  be  servec\  alike  in  incur- 
ring expenses. 

Mr.  DeaM  said  he  did  not  understand  that  the  fail- 
ure to  concur  would  prevent  the  order  of  the  Board 
from  taking  effect.  In  the  order  referred  to,  the 
Board  had  passed  the  same  order  which  the  (Council 
had  passed,  and  even  after  the  passage  of  this  order - 
the  order  of  the  Board  would  be  proper  in  the  ap-- 
))roval  of  bills.  That  would  have  been  essential, 
even  had  this  never  been  introduced. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurrence,  which, 
was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  19  yeas  to  .35  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Abbott,  Bicknell,  Blackmar,  Bleilcr,  Bowles,- 
Bui'ditt,  Collins,  Darrow,  Dean,  Denny,  Hine,  Kelley, 
Loring,   Morse,    Perkins,    Pickering,  Warren,  West,- 
Woodward. 

Nays— Adams,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Brackett,  Burt, 
Catoi'i,  Cudwoith,  Dacey,  Davis,  N.  Doherty,  T.  H. 
Doherty.  Edwards,  Flatley,  Flynn.  IlalL  Harring- 
ton. Jones,  Kingsley,  Madden,  Martin,  McCue, 
Page,  Pease,  Pciwers.  Prescott,  Risteen,  Shaw, 
Thacher,  Tower,  Train,  Upham,  Wells.  Weston, 
Whiston,  Woods. 

■  SirPERINTKNOENT   OF    MERIDIAN-STREET   BRIDOE. 

The  report  nominating  Reuben  B.  Wendell  as  Su- 
perintendent of  Meridian-street  Bridge  was  accept- 
ed, in  concurrence,  when  the  Council  proceeded  to 
ah  election,  resulting  as  follows: 

Wliole  nuuiber  (if  Notes 5i 

Xecessary  to  a  clKiicc 28 

David  W.  Doaue 34 

Reuben  P..  Wendell 30 

Mr.  Doane  was  declared  to  be  elected,  in  noncon- 
ciirrence. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Lincoln 
street  was  taken  up.  and  on  motion  of  Sir.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7.  the  rules  were  sn.spended.  and  the  resolve 
and  order  for  the  widening  was  passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  order  to  rescind  an  order  relative  to  refusal  of-' 
permits  for  admission  to  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at 
South  Boston  was  considered. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (j  said  that  in  a  recent  visit 
to  the  ho.spital  it  had  more  patients  than  it  could 
conveniently  accommodate,  and  h<'  did  not  see  any 
reason  for  the  ordei-. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  he  knew  of  no  reason  for' 
the  order  excerpt  to  provide  for  special  cases,  in  which'' 
iti  was  deemed  advisalile  to  send  patients  to  the  hos- 
pital. It  was  dc'signed  by  if  that  the  trustees  or  the' 
committee  should  consider  the  expediency  of  rescind- 
ing the  former  order, 

Mr.  Perkins  said    it  was  undei'sfood    last    year  that 
the  Judge  of  Prol)ate  exercised  the  power  of  acting  in 
special  cases  without    asking   the   permission   of  the'. 
City  Council. 

Air.  Denny  replied  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  was 
unwilling  to  exercise  such  a\ithorlfy  while  the  order 
remained  in  forci'. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  if  tlu't  was  the  case  he  would 
withdraw  his  objections. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  \'2  said  it  was  understood 
three  or  four  patients  had  been  sent  to  the  hospital,-' 
since  the  passage  of  tlu'  order,  by  whose  authority  he 
did  not  know. 

The  order  was  jiassed. 

KNFINISHEO   BI'SINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  that  .$1100,  to  ))ay  for  twenty-five  portable 
tire  extinguishers,  loreplace1lio.se  destroyed  by  fire 
Nov.  9,  1873,  be  appropriated. 

Order  to  pay  Jimies  Munroe,  Assistant-Engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  .$:il  .")(),  for  jicrsonal  services, 
provided  the  bill  be  approved  in  the  usual  manner. 

COMMISSIONER  OP  CEDAB-OROVE  CEMETEHT. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  William  Pope  as 
Commissioner  of  Cedar-Grove  Cemetery  was  read, 
when  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  WU- 
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liam   Pope  wasj  chosen,  in   concuncnee,  liy  n   niian- 
imons  vote. 

WATEU   RK(iI«TRAU. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Williiini  F.  Davii^ 
as  Water  Kegistrar  was  read,  when  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election,  and  William  F.  l)a\is\vas 
chosen,  in  concurrence,  hy  a  vote  of  'IK  to  1  lor  an 
ineligible  person. 

SITPERINTENDENTS   OF   BRIDGES, 

The  report  nominating  Jacob  Norris  for  Superin- 
tendent of  Federal-street  Bridge;  Angus  Nelson,  for 
Superintendent  of  Dover-stree't  Bridge;  Edward  T. 
Stowers.  for  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridgi'; 
Albert  O.  Hawcs,  for  Snijerintendent  of  Orauile 
Bridge:  .Tohn  Glavin,  for  Superintendent  of  Nepon- 
set  Bridge;  John  C.  Poole,  for  Superintendent  of 
Broadway  Bridge;  and  George  H.  Davis,  for  Super- 
intejident  of  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridsje,  was  ac- 
cepted, when  the  certificates  of  the  election  of  the 
above-named  persons  as  snch  superintendents  were 
read. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election  of  the  whole 
oil  one  ticket,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the 
result  of  which  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  T>i>. 

Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge— Jacob 
Norris  .5ti. 

Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge-Angus 
Nelson  5,t;  John  McNamara  1. 

Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge— Edward 
T.  Stowers  5ti. 

Superiniendenf  of  Granite  Bridge  -Albert  O.  Hawes 
56. 

Superintendent  of  Neponset  Bridge —John  Glaviii 
55;  P.  I.  Grace  1. 

Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge— John  C. 
Poole  56. 

Superintendent  of  Mount  Washington-avenue 
Bridge — George  H.  Davis  56. 

These  Superintendents  were  severally  declared  to 
be  elected  in  C(mcurrence. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

James  King,  to  be  paid  for  peisonal  injuries  sus- 
tained in  Rug'gles  street,  by  a  fall  upon  the  icy  side- 
walk. 

Catherine  Barrel!,  for  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries. 

Currier,  Trott  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  to  property  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  Novem- 
ber. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
;  A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee,  with  an  order  requesting  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  furnish  the  requisite  accommodations  for  the 
new  primary  class  in  the  PrescotI  School  District. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

IThe  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
was  laid  before  the  Council  in  print 

The  report  states  that  the  >um  of  $1,010..'S08  48  was 
expended  by  the  Paving  Department  during  the  mu- 
nicipal year  1872,  for  paving,  repaving,  grading,  re- 
pairs of  streets,  removing  and  levelling  snow,  and 
tor  grade  damages,  etc.,  a  detail  of  which  is  given. 
The  aggregates  show  expenditures  for  the  several 
sections  of  the  city,  as  follows: 

City  Proper $4:^8,473  40 

South  Boston 8a.94li  09 

East  Host  on 77,491  13 

F.oxbury 192.627  44 

Dorchester 79,129  65 

Incidentals 64,497  71 

Grade  damages 75,343  06 

$1,010,508  48 
The  expenditures  for  grade  damages  were  for 

services  in  making  estimates $lfiJO  00 

City  Proper 6,161  25 

Pvoxbury 15.372  95 

-  South  Boston 6,.550  00 

East  Boston 27,433  86 

Dorcliester W,825  OB 

The  amount  appropriated  for  paving,  etc.,  for  the 
pxcseiu  financial  year,  1873-:^,  was  |1,000.000,  to  which 
■-  'has  been  added  |1000,  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  on 
account  of  retaining  wall  on  Harrison  avenue:  total 
expenditures  of  the  present  financial  year,  to  Janua- 
ry 1,  1873.  $8.38,16:B  06.  Balance  of  appropriation  un- 
expended January  1,  187:1  |]62,836  04. 

The  amount  of  bills    for   edgestones.   constructing 

.  and  repairs  of  sidewalks,   and   old  materials,   lodged 

with  the  City  Treasurer  during  the  year  1872.  for  col- 

lection was  $15.039  46. 

•The  amount  paid  into  the  city   treasury,  during  the 

same  period,  and  credited  as  having  been  paid  in  by 


the  Paving  Department,  on  account  of  work   done  by 
said  department,  was  .#79(U  56. 

Watc/'-n/ivi't  (IrKde  DufiKif/is.  The  payment  of  grade 
damages  on  Water  street,  the  cases  of  which  were 
submitted  to  referees,  amounted  to  $71,703  .50,  of 
which  amount  $47,967  56  was  paid  in  1871.  A  trans-. 
for  of  $100,000  was  authorized  in  1K71  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Paving,  made  a  special  appropriation  for 
Water-street  grade  damages.  Of  this  amount  there 
remains  a  balance  of  $28.29(i  ,50,  which  is  deemed 
sufficient  to  settle  the  few  renuiining  claims. 

In  addition  to  the  supervision  of  operations  of  the 
Paving  Department,  the  Superintendent  has  been  call- 
ed upon,  during  the  past  year,  to  take  charge  of  a  large 
amount  of  other  work,  tile  <'ost  of  which  has  been 
charged  to  the  sjiecial  apiiropriations  enumerated. 

These  were  as  follows:  Atlantic  avenue.  $;^3a8  08; 
South  Market-street  extension,  $:Sta9  95;  Kneeland- 
street  widening,  $7733  41:  Shawmul-avenue  exten- 
sion, etc.,  $15,079  38;  Harrison-avenue  extension, 
$1380  06:  Canton-street  grading,  $1748  01;  Dudley. 
Stoughton  and  other  streets,  $40,843  61;  Fort  Hill, 
$86,190  03;  Suffolk-street  District,  $61,076  66;  wood 
paving,  $27,6.57  34;  Tremont-sfreet  grading,  $14,064; 
Shawmut-avenue  Bridge  sidewalks,  $339  90:  adver- 
tising, $107  01.     Total.  $103,144  91. 

BacTi  Bay  Bridgets.  Amount  expended  on  Back 
Bav  bridges,  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for 
that  purpose,  $190,473  88. 

RuUroad  Loca/io/is.  The  several  railroad  locations 
to  the  Metropolitan,  Middlesex,  Plighland  and  Union 
Freight  and  Albany-street  Freight  Railroad  com- 
panies, are  specified.  Of  the  freight  railroads  the 
Superintendent  says — 

"The  principal  objection  to  the  occupation  of  the 
narrow  streets  of  this  city  by  freight  railroads  arises 
from  the  delay  occasioned  to  public  travel  by  the 
blocking  up  of  the  streets  in  loading  and  unloading 
cars.  If  the  business  of  these  roads  increases  to  any 
considerable  extent,  this  will  prove  a  serious  incoi)- 
venience,  unless  wider  avenues  are  pro\  ided  to  ac- 
commodate the  cars,  and  leave  room  for  the  free  pas- 
sage of  vehicles." 

Beacon  /(Ireet.  On  this  subject  the  Superintendent 
says  — 

"In  the  early  part  of  last  year  petitions  from  about 
one  hundred  of  the  heaviest  taxpayers  of  Boston  were . 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  representing 
the  crossing  of  Beacon  street  with  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  as  extremely  dangerous  to  public 
travel,  and  praying  that  a  bridge  might  be  erected 
over  the  railroael,  and  the  street  graded  so  as  to  carry 
the  travel  over  and  above  the  tracks  instead  of  upon 
a  level  with  thein.  The  railroad  corporation  was  fa- 
vorably- disposed  towards  the  project,  and  signified 
its  willingness  to  contribute  liberally  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  the  same.  The  Committee  on  Paving  called 
upon  the  City  Engineer  for  plan.s  and  estimates  for  a 
bridge  on  Beacon  street,  and  also  for  one  on  Brook- 
line  avenue,  it  being  evident  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  bridge  the  railroad  u,>on  both  avenues.  The 
statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  provide  that  no  bridge 
shall  be  constructed  over  any  railroad  of  a  less  height 
than  eighteen  feet  in  the  clear  above  the  tracks,  vvitji- 
out  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Railroad  Comfni4- 
sioners. 

As  fifteen  feet  was  all  that  the  railroad  corporation 
required  at  these  points,  and  the  addition  of  three 
feet  would  not  only  increase  the  cost  of  the  bridges 
and  the  grading  of  the  avenues,  but  also  the  claims 
for  grade  damages  by  the  owners  of  the  adjacent 
lands,  the  committee  and  the  railroad  corporation 
united  in  an  application  to  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  for  leave  to  construct  these  bridges 
at  a  height  of  fifteen  feet  in  the  clear  above  the 
tracks.  Permission  to  that  effect  was  granted  No- 
vember 13,  1873.  The  Engineer's  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  bridges  and  the  grading  of  the  avenues  was 
f:304,.590,  Ovving  to  the  latenes?  of  the  season  at 
which  these  results  were  obtained,  and  the  moment- 
ary check  given  to  public  improvements  by  the  fire  of 
November  9.  no  further  action  was  taken  by  the  coiri- 
mittee  in  the  premises.  The  constantly  increasing 
travel  upon  these  avenues  as  well  as  upon  the  railroad 
renders  these  bridges  ab  olutely  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  public.  The  cost  at  present  seems  large, 
but  the  rapid  increase  in  the  value  of  the  adjacent 
land,  and  the  certainty  that  building  operations  will 
soon  be  commenced,  admonish  us  that  delay  will  be 
attended  with  increased  expense,  and  that  immediate 
action  will  prove  the  most  economical  in  the  end." 

WOOD   PAVEMENTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  streets  in  which  wood 
pavements  were  laid  down  during  the  past  year,  the 
kind  of  pavement,  number  of  yards,  and  price  per' 
yard  of  each: 
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StriM'ls. 
Ndvtli  BpiiiiPt, 
Cciitnil, 

I)O|-('llt>St0V, 
l.ilHlllll. 

l.cnox, 
Beacon, 
Doaiie, 
Sutfolk-sl. 


Disl. 


Sr|.  Vils. 

} 

er  Vcl. 

Laiii'iiKti'i'," 

WW.IO 

(«' 

%•■'■  (10 

Warren." 

H«r).(i(l 

:!  IK) 

SK.Sd 

•i  m 

:i74.SO 

3  \7^. 

Bos(on,"' 

521.(1(1 

2  7r. 

a,86J..48 

2  51 

*• 

13,317.70 

2  44 

" 

6ie.(lll 

2  28 

lll,47ti.27 

2  ti4 

Total,  29,'.24.;S 

Of  the  Warren  and  Boston  pavements  some  stale- 
UK'iits  are  made  in  relaliou  to  the  inventions,  ami  il 
is  remarked-  - 

"The  above  paxenienls  are  simple  in  consl  ruclldii. 
easily  laid  down  and  repaired,  and  are  prel'iialile  in 
many  respeets  to  the  more  eomplicaled  a:id  io>II> 
pavements  heretofore  laid  down  in  tliis  city.'" 

•With  reference  to  the  commission  on  thesuh.jecl  of 
wood  pavements,  it  is  said— 

.-"It  is  conticicntly  hoped  that  the  matter  iu  the 
hWds  of  this  commission  will  receive  such  thorough 
investigation  as  to  make  their  report  a  valuable  docu-- 
ment  for  future  reference  and  guidance.  ' 

Ooirlieslef.  In  relation  to  Dorchester  the  Superin- 
tendent says — 

"I  wish  to  call  particular  alt  en  lion  to  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  the  surface  drainage  of  Dorchester. 
Although  three  years  have  passed  since  this  town  was 
annexed  to  Boston,  nothing  has  been  done  to  supply 
this  want.  There  being  no  sewers  in  this  section  of 
the  city,  the  water  whicii  c(dlects  upon  the  street;*  is 
suffered  to  stand  in  pond  holes  or  let  ofi  upon  the 
first  convenient  lot  of  land.  In  former  times,  when 
a  road  became  defective  or  inconvenient  to  travel 
from  standing  water,  an  attempt  would  be  made  to 
remedy  the  evil  by  filling  the  low  places  with  broken 
stones' or  dirt.  In  this  way  the  grades  of  the  streets 
were  constantly  undergoing  a  change.  A  sample  of 
this  style  of  work  can  be  seen  on  IJorchester  avenue, 
where  the  horse-railroad  track,  which,  when  laid,  was 
upon  the  crown  of  the  road,  now  forms  a  trench  in 
the  centre,  the  sides  having  been  raised  from  time  to 
time  by  repeated  layers  of  broken  stone.  The  con- 
veying" of  water  upon  ad.iacent  land  was  considered, 
as  a  general  thing,  rather  an  advantage  than  a  disad- 
vantage,— the  lan(i  being  used  for  cultivation,  the  wa- 
ter served  to  irrigate  the  same. 

The  improvements  which  have  been  made  during 
tbe  past  three  years  call  for  an  entire  change  in  this 
regard.  New  streets  have  been  laid  out,  the  land  di- 
vided into  building  lots  and  houses  erecter".  The 
wash  of  the  streets  upon  these  lots  is  no  longer  an 
advantage,  but  an  intolerable  nuisance.  Complaints 
are  made  after  every  rain  storm  of  yards,  gardens 
and  cellars  flooded  with  the  wash  from  the  streets 
which  this  department  is  powerless  to  prevent,  for 
want  of  sewers  to  receive  and  convey  away  the  water. 
The  city  has  no  right  to  turn  the  water  from  its  high- 
ways upon  ad.iacent  land,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 
of  the  abutters,  but  is  bound  legally  and  morally  to 
provide  drainage  for  said  highways.  It  is  not  in  the 
province  of  the'  Paving  Department  to  build  sewers. 
The  Sewer  Department  constructs  them  only  when 
called  upon  to  supply  the  means  for  house  drainage. 
As  long  as  citizens  can,  without  serious  inconven- 
ience to  themselves,  drain  into  cesspools  in  their  own 
premises,  or  convey  their  drainage  into  the  street  gut- 
ters, they  are  not  likely  to  assess  themselves  for  the 
construction  of  sewers.  Couse(iuently  none  are  built, 
and  the  street  drainage  is  left  unprovided  for.  The 
first  requisite  for  a  good  road  is  thorough  drainage. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  good  roads  can  be 
constructed  and  maintained  in  this  section  of  the 
city  until  drainage  is  provided.  This  is  a  serious 
matter,  and  requires  immediate  attention.  A  thor- 
ough system  of  sewerage  should  be  devised  without 
delay,  and  put  into  immediate  execution." 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

REPORT  ON  ELECTION  OF  GEORGE  A.  SHAW. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  Council  take  up  the  re- 
port of  fhe  Committee  on  Elections  on  the  petition 
of  William  M.  Flanders  and  others,  in  relation  to  the 
sear  occupied  in  the  Board  by  George  A.  Shaw. 

The  report  was  taken  up.  when  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  b  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  conclusions  of 
the  committee  an  order  that  George  A.  Shaw  was  not 
on  the  day  of  election  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Coun- 
cil, and  that  said  seat  be  now  declared  vacant. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  briefly  addressed  the  Coun- 
cil in  support  of  the  views  of  the  committee,  stating 
that  they  had  made  their  report  on  the  evidence  and 
facts  in  the  case,  the  law  being  determined  as  de- 
clared by  the  City  Solicitor.  He  regretted  th.at  Mr. 
Holmes  of  the  committee  was  not  present,  upon  whom 
the  principal  labor  devolved  in  making  up  the  re- 
port. 

Ml'-  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  he  did  not  oppose  the 


report  out  of  any  disresi)ect  to  the  committee,  and 
he  was  sorry  that  his  colleague  wtis  not  present  to 
defend  his  report. 

Mr.  Bicknell  moved  to  lay  the  report  over  to  the 
nextmeeting. 

.Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  wished  to  know  if  assurances 
could  be  given  that  Mr.  Holmes  would  be  present  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  He  had  hoped  that 
the  sitting  nien\l)er  from  Ward  5  would  have  vacated 
his  seat  during  the  pendency  of  this  question,  and  lie 
would  ask  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  whether  he  could 
occupy  the  seat  until  tlu'  (piestion   should  be  settled. 

.Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  hoi)ed  the  request  would  be 
\\  ithdrawn,  for  it  was  clear  that  the  gentleman  was 
entitled  to  his  seat  until  it  was  declared  vacant.  It 
uas  not  a  question  affecting  him  alone,  but  the  Coun- 
cil, and  he  trusted  the  subject  would  be  carefully 
considered.  He  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  the  sub.iect 
over  would  prevail. 

The  Cluur  stated  that  on  the  request  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  he  could  not  rule  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  .")  to  be  out  of  order  in  retaining  his  seat. 
So  far  as  this  stage  of  proceedings  was  concerned  he 
is  still  a  member  of  the  ( 'ouncil,  and  his  retaining  it 
rests  entirely  upon  his  sense  of  proxiriety... . 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  should  be  glad  to  vote  for  post- 
ponement, should  it  be  understood  that  it  is  to  be 
C(msidered  next  week. 

Mr.  Bicknell  was  not  able  to  say  whether  Mr. 
Holmes  would  be  present  or  not  next  week,  but  pre- 
sumed he  would  be. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  carried. 

REPORTS   OF   rOM.MlTTEES. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Committee  on 
Elections,  on  the  petition  of  William  M.  Flanders  and 
others,  that  at  the  dale  of  the  last  municipal  election 
in  Ward  5,  John  W.  Mahan  was  not  a  resident  in  said 
Ward,  and,  therefore,  not  eligible  to  a  seat  ii  the 
Common  Council,  made  a  report  that  the  petitioners 
having  failed  to  appear  in  support  of  their  representa- 
tions, after  being  repeatedly  notified  to  do  so.  no  fur- 
ther action  is  necessary  thereon. 

The  report  was  accepted, 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  acting  upon  an  order 
from  the  City  Council,  namely,  to  purchase  a  lot  of 
land  on  the  corner  of  Warren  and  (Juincy  streets  and 
to  erect  thereon  an  engine  house,  at  a  cost  for  land 
and  building  of  $20,000.  made  a  report,  as  follows; 

They  have  purchased  the  land  agreeably  to  the 
order,  expending  from  the  appropriation  the  sum  of 
f  t)452  22.  They  have  also  received  estimates  for  the 
erection  of  the  building  thereon,  and  find  that  owing 
to  the  advance  in  building  materials  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  will  not  be  sufficient  for 
the  completion  of  the  work;  but  at  the  lowest  esti- 
mate 110.000  nKwewill  be  required  before  the  work  of 
building  can  be  contracted  for. 

The  committee  would  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  be  added  to  the  amount 
already  authorized,  for  Engine  House  Ward  14. 

The  order  was  read  onceT 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11.  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  W.  Bugbee  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  received  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dor- 
chester avenue,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— 

Ordered,  Thar  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council  be  instructed 
to  take  sucli  steps  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  the 
alteration  of  chapter  309.  acts  of  1809,  as  shall  require 
the  approval  of  the  City  Council  in  place  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  in  the  erection,  occupation  or  use  of  sta- 
bles in  this  city. 

Mr.  Flynn  stated  that  the  order  was  the  same  which 
passed  this  branch  last  week, and  was  lost  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  The  Committee  on  Health  were  of 
opinion  that  the  erection  and  use  of  stables  ought  to 
lie  under  the  control  of  the  City  Council,  which  was 
the  reason  why  the  order  was  put  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  ti— 

Ordered.  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Printing  be  requested  to  have  an  index  prepared  for 
the  volumes  of  the  City  Council  minutes  for  the 
years  18t)9,  1870.  1871  and  1872:  the  expenses  thereof 
to  be  charged  t»  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  ottered  an  order  authorizing 
the  Superinrendent  of  Health  to  employ  one  princi- 
pal clerk  and  such  assistants  as  may  be  "necessary  in 
his  department,  the  compensation  "for  the  same  to  be 
approved  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health, . 

The  order  was  read  once. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


ELECTION   OF    ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  election  of 
First  Assistant- Assessors  was  taken  np,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules. 

The  report  of  the  committee  nominating  certain 
persons,   specified,  for  assessors,  was  accepted,  and 
the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 
The  result  of  the  ballot  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Benjaniin  F.  Palmer 56 

William  .T.  Ellis 56 

Michael  Carney 53 

Theophilus  Burr 2"i 

John  M.  Maguire 54 

P.  Ambrose  Young 51 

Joseph  L.  Drew 54 

Charles  E.  Jackson 55 

Edwin  B.  Spimiey 51 

Edward  F.  Robinson 5? 

Georee  F.  Williams 55 

Otis  Rich 55 

William  Gallagher 50 

George  F.  Davis 56 

L.  Foster  Morse 56 

Isaac  F.  Atwood 42 


Phineas  B.  Smitli 5'i 

AVllliam  Witliington 56 

Jolui  L.  Brigham 54 

Henry  Pierce 55 

John  H.  Giblin 54 

William  H.  Cundy 46 

Thaddeus  Gould 50 

Andrew  J.  Browne 55 

Charles  No  well 48 

James  Dennie 15 

A.  G.  Wyman 4;i 

James  rfealey 44 

Artemas  R.  itolden 44 

J.  K.  Crowley 25 

C.  D.  Blcktord 24 

Horatio  N.  Holnrook IS 

A.  D.  C:apen 12 

\V.  H.  Mcintosh ii 

P.  F.  McGarigle 2 

M.  J.  (;roak 2 

K.  W.  Jones 1 

The  persons  having  the  requisite  number  of  votes 
were  declared  to  be  elected,  Messrs.  Healey  and  Hol- 
den  being  elected  in  place  of  Theopilns  Burr,  and 
James  Dennie,  elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Adjourned. 
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BOARD     OF     alderm:en. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  tlic  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    17,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men washeld  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONFrRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood — Daniel  E. 
Adams. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— C.  M.  Hug- 
gins  for  duty  at  John  A.  Andrew  Hall;  Charles  E. 
Stowe  for  duty  at  the  Meridian-street  M.  E.  Church, 
East  Boston. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

P.  S.  Morton,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stahle 
for  four  additional  horses  on  First  street,  between  I 
and  K  streets. 

Joseph  D.  Crowell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stahle  for  three  horses  on  Eastern  Packet  Pier. 

John  H.  Marshall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Trenton  street,  rear  No.  82. 

John  D.  Lane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for  two 
horses  rear  No.  90  Trenton  street. 

Asa  P.  Potter,  executor,  for  leave  to  establish  a  sta- 
ble at  No.  31  Way  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Bridget  Maloney,  for  apportionment  of  Cliff-street 
betterments. 

Sarah  C.  Edmunds,  for  abatement  of  betterments 
for  extension  of  Harrison  avenue. 

Faxon  &  Elms,  for  increase  of  damages  allowed  for 
land  taken  on  High  street. 

Josiah  Bardwell,  for  increase  of  compensation  for 
land  taken  to  widen  Otis  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

William  R.  Clark  and  others,  trustees,  for  the  con- 
veyance to  them  of  a  piece  of  land  in  Ward  If!. 

Trustees  of  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  for  extension  of 
time  in  which  to  build  their  edifice. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Sarah  Park,  for  a  sewer  in  Third  street,  from  Emer- 
son street  to  H  street 

D.  J.  O'Farrell  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Saratoga 
street,  near  Winthrop  line. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Jewett  &  Pitcher  and  others,  that  the  draw  of  the 
Chelsea-street  Bridge  may  be  opened  when  necessary 
for  the  passage  of  the  fire  boat.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges. 

Dennis  Conway,  to  he  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Fourth  street.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Lydia  A.  Edgcomb,  for  a  hearing  or  recompense  by 
the  city,  for  keeping  a  smallpox  patient  in  her  house. 

William  Whitaker,  for  damages  for  injury  to  his 
son  by  discharge  of  fireworks  on  Independence  square. 

Robert  Johnson,  for  compensation  for  injury  sus- 
tained in  city  sewer  in  Warren  street. 

Patrick  Cunningham,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries caused  by  a  fall  on  Harrison  avenue. 

Charles  J.  McKay,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  sustained 
by  his  wife  by  reason  of  defective  sidewalk  in  Tro- 
mont  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Faulkner  &  Clarke,  that  Arch  street  be  closed 
while  building  operations  are  in  progress.  Referred 
to  Committees  on  Paving  and  Police. 

REPORT   or   HAYWEIGHER  OF  NORTH   SCALES. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
City  Scales  in  Haymarket  square,  for  the  quarter 
ending  January  31,  gives  as  receipts  for  weighing 
merchandise  the  sum  of  $1339  40,  forty  per  cent, 
of  which,  amounting  to  $535  70,  less  expenses  $171  75, 
leaving  $3(>4  01,  has  been  paid  into  the  City  Treasury. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNUAi  REPORT  OP  THE   CITY   ENGINEER. 

The  annual  report  of  Joseph  P.  Davis,  City  Engin- 
eer, was  laid  before  the  Board  in  print.  The  report 
is  made  up  to  a  great  extent  of  the  report  of  Henry 
M.  Wightman,  Assistant  City  Engineer,  to  which  the 
Engineer  refers,  not  having  had  time  in  recently  assum- 
ing the  duties  of  the  office  to  examine  the  various 
l)ridges  reported  upon,  with  sufficient  care  to  be 
able  to  give  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  all  them. 

The  Engineer  remarks  upon  the  condition  of  the 
bridges,  as  follows: 

Attention  is  called  to  the  condition  of  the  Broad- 
Way  Bridge.     There  appears  to  be  a  want  of  lateral 


stiffness  in  the  supporting  trusses  to  the  spans  over 
streets  and  railways,  and  a  ratio  of  strength  to  strain 
less  than  is  usually  provided  in  the  suspension  rods 
of  the  draw.  Also  the  towers  are  out  of  plumb,  ow- 
ing in  part,  at  least,  to  a  settlement  of  their  supports. 
Measures  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  exactly  what 
movements  have  taken  place,  and  those,  if  any,  that 
are  now  occurring. 

The  hot-air  engines  used  for  turning  the  draw  need 
thorough  overhauling  and  repair,  and  as  they  are 
not  of  sufficient  power  to  handle  the  draw  properly, 
and  are  costly  in  maintenance,  owing  in  part  to  the 
high  speed  at  which  they  are  necessarily  run,  it  is 
recommended  that  they  be  replaced  by  machines  of 
greater  power  and  of  different  character. 

It  now  requires  nearly  three  minutes  to  turn  the 
draw  on  or  off.  This  operation  should  be  performed 
in,  at  the  most,  one  half  this  time,  and  provided  suffi- 
cient lateral  strength  can  be  given  to  the  draw  by  ties 
and  braces  to  resist  accidental  shocks,  there  seems  to 
be  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be  performed  in 
one  jminute.  Steam  engines  of  from  two  to  three 
times  the  power  of  the  hot-air  engines  are  recom- 
mended for  this  place. 

The  supporting  piles  of  the  Chelsea-street  Bridge 
are  in  bad  condition  and  past  repair.  The  bridge, 
with  the  exception  of  its  draw,  must  be  rebuilt,  and 
work  upon  it  should  commence  as  early  in  the  spring 
as  the  weather  will  permit. 

The  abutments  of  the  Huntington-avenue  Bridge 
over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  have  been  badly 
injured  and  o'le  of  the  wing  walls  destroyed  by  the 
pressure  of  the  mud  against  the  pile  foundations, 
combined  with  the  pressure  of  the  earth  backing 
against  the  masonry. 

It  seems  difficult,  if  not  impossible  (except  at  an 
enormous  cost),  to  build  abutments  or  retaining  walls 
that  will  not  move  and  crack,  on  such  ground  as  was 
found  at  this  place,  unless  entire  control  can  be  had 
of  the  earth  filling  behind,  and  for  considereble  dis- 
tance around  them.  Long  piles  are  required  to  reach 
through  the  soft  mud,  and  even  if  driven  well  into  a 
firm  stratum  beneath,  they  do  not  possess  sufficient 
stitfness  to  resist  effectually  the  movement  of  the 
mud  surrounding  their  upper  ends.  No  weight  that 
it  is  practicable  to  put  upon  them  will  keep  them  in 
place.  The  most  that  can  be  done  is  to  tie  the  piles 
well  together,  and  give  the  mud  as  much  an:l  as 
straight  passageway  between  them  as  possible. 
Even  then  movements  will  occur  unless  the  earth 
filling  is  carefully  made;  though  fortunately  they 
ordinarily  cease  before  the  abutment  is  ruined  or 
rendered  unserviceable. 

Observations  are  being  made  from  time  to  time  at 
the  Huntington-avenue  abutments,  to  determine 
what  changes  are  now  occurring,  and  if  possible 
their  exact  cause.  It  is  not  thought  best  to  rebuild 
the  wing  wall  until  the  observations  are  completed 
and  a  plan  to  secure  and  strengthen  the  whole  struct- 
ure has  been  devised. 

In  the  report  for  1870,  the  City  Engineer  recom- 
mends rebuilding  the  Neponset  Bridge  over  Neponset 
River  at  the  earliest  moment.  Its  condition  has  not 
improved  since  that  time,  and  a  new  structure  should 
be  built  the  coming  season,  the  old  one  being  too  far 
gone  to  admit  of  effective  repair. 

The  Longwood-avenue  Bridge  is  not  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  supporting  trestle  work  is  somewhat  de- 
cayed and  the  abutment  on  the  Brookline  side  has 
moved  and  seriously  cracked,  owing  probably  to  a 
bad  foundation. 

The  track  to  the  Meridian-street  drawbridge  re- 
quires some  repairs,  the  draw  piers  should  be  replank- 
ed,  and  the  asphalt  sidewalks  repaired. 

The  following-named  bridges  need  to  be  repainted: 

Albany-street  Bridge,  over  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road. 

Berkeley-street  Bridge,  over  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad. 

Columbus-avenue  Bridge,  over  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad. 

Ferdinand-street  Bridge,  over  Boston  &  Albanv 
Railroad. 

The  ironwork  under  the  bridge  floors,  which  is  apt 
to  be  neglected  on  account  of  difficulty  of  access, 
should  be  kept  well  painted  and  in  good  state  of 
of  preservation,  as  well  as  thoso  parts  that  are  above 
and  in  sight. 

Water  Wm^ks.  On  this  subject  the  Engineer  refers 
to  the  low  stage  of  water  at  Lake  Cochituate  in  Janu- 
ary, 1872,  the  measures  taken  by  legislation  to  pro- 
vide for  a  further  supply,  and  a  description  of  the 
work  to  be  done,  which  was  given  in  a  report  of  the 
Water  Board  in  May  last.  In  the  ditch  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Beaver  Dam  Brook  the  water  was  let  in  June 
19,  and  was  run  to  June  25,  to  draw  down  the  level  of 
the  pond  and  finish  the  deepening  of  the  mouth  of 
the  ditch. 

On  June  25,  water  from  the  river  was  turned  into 
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the  pond,  and  from  thence  let  into  the  lake,  and  the 
flow  was  continued  uninterruptedly  until  August  7, 
when  it  was  stopped  to  tinish  the  side  planking  of  the 
ditch.  Angust  l(i  the  communication  was  again 
opened,  and  was  kept  open  till  Septemher  17,  when  it 
was  closed  for  the  season. 

The  quantity  of  water  received  from  the  river  dur- 
ing the  seventy-five  days  of  f\o\\  has  not  yet  been  ac- 
curately computed,  but  it  cannot  have  been  far  from 
fifteen  hundred  millions  of  gallons,  or  equal  to  the 
supply  to  the  city,  taken  at  the  average  for  the  year. 
for  about  one  hundred  days.  . 

On  June  25,  the  water  in  the  lake  stood  at  five  feet 
eleven  and  one-half  inches  above  the  bottom  of  the 
conduit;  on  August  7,  at  six  feet  eight  and  one-half 
inches;  on  August  10,  at  six  feet  four  inches;  and  on 
September  17,  at  ten  feet  one  inch.  The  rise  above 
shown  was  chiefly  due  to  the  large  rainfall  of  the 
summer  months,  the  supply  from  the  river  having 
been  bat  about  thirty  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  lon- 
sumption  in  the  city. 

The  lake  is  now  as  nearly  full  as  it  is  deemed  pru- 
dent to  keep  it  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

The  average  daily  consumption  in  1871  was  13,945,- 
500  gallons;  that  in"  1872  has  been  15,003,432  gallons; 
an  increase  of  eight  per  cent. 

The  average  daily  consumption  for  each  month 
during  the  past  year  has  been  as  follows: 

January 12,a03.;iU  gallons. 

February 15,172,040 

March 15,788.490 

April 12,281,008 

May 13.830,591       " 

June l'4,B17,(i52 

July 16,377,133 

August 15,017,851        " 

Sopteuiber 15,072,615 

October 15,544,788 

M  oveml)er 17,591,442 

December 17,263,671       " 

The  above  quantities  are  approximate  only.  There 
are  no  means  provided  at  any  part  of  the  woi'ks  for 
obtaining  accurate  data  by  which  the  quantities  of 
water  drawn  from  the  lake,  or  supplied  to  the  city, 
can  be  computed. 

An  examination  of  the  interior  of  the  conduit  from 
the  lake  to  Chestnut-llill  Reservoir  was  made  Octo- 
ber 12  and  13.  It  was  found  in  a  better  condition 
than  had  been  anticipated,  but  a  number  of  new 
cracks  were  discovered  and  many  of  the  old  ones  had 
widened  (as  was  shown  by  the  breaking  away  of  the 
cement  pointing),  indicating  that  movemeiits  of  a 
dangerous  character  are  still  taking  place.  A  length 
of  several  thousand  fee:  at  the  upper  end  was  found 
covered  with  a  thick  vegetable  growth  resembling 
sponge,  and  a  deposit  of  sand  of  several  inches  in 
thickness  was  found  on  the  bottom,  probably  thrown 
in  by  the  pumps  used  in  the  early  part  of  the  sea- 
son 

The  various  reservoirs  and  the  distributing  pipes 
are  in  good  condition.  Probably  some  changes  will 
be  made  during  the  coming  season  in  the  street-pipe 
system  and  in  the  hydrants,  that  a  more  abundant 
supply  of  water  may  be  provided  in  case  of  exten- 
sive fires. 

Owing  to  additions  that  have  been  made  to  the  area 
supplied  by  the  high  service,  and  to  the  necessity  for 
furnishing  a  large  supply  of  water  in  case  of  fire 
within  that  area,  changes  should  be  made  in  the  high- 
service  works  that  will  practically  increase  their  ca- 
pacity. 

This  can  be  done  either  by  increasing  the  pumping 
power,  or  by  building  a  reservoir  connected  with  the 
standpipe.  The  reservoir  would  permit  the  pumps 
to  be  run  at  a  uniform  speed  throughout  the  day, 
thereby  very  much  increasing  their  effective  capacity 
and  would  hold  in  reserve  a  large  supply  of  water  to 
be  at  once  drawn  upon  for  the  extinguishment  of 
fires. 

By  request  of  the  Water  Board,  surveys  and  esti- 
mates have  been  made  by  this  department,  to  deter- 
mine what  changes  and  extensions  can  be  made,  and 
a  report  will  soon  be  presented  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

The  report  of  the  Assistant  City  Engineer  gives 
$18,405  as  the  expenditures  in  the  department,  leav- 
ing an  unexpended  balance  of  $6535  52,  and  there 
was  expended  from  special  appropriations  $0974  74. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary was  sixteen. 

The  high  portion  of  South  Bo-ston  is  now  connected 
with  the  high  service  main  in  Borchester  by  an  inde- 
pendent pipe  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  high 
service  pipes  are  being  rapidly  extended  on  the  ele- 
vated land  in  Ward  10.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
new  48-inch  pipe  frem  the  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  to 
the  city  be  laid  through  the  streets  to  the  Tremont- 
street  crossing  of  the  Providence  Railroad  to  connect 
with  the  present  mains. 

In  the  removal  of  the  earth  from  Fort  Hill,  the  sev- 


eral contracts  make  a  total  of  547,028  cubic  yards  re- 
moved, at  a  cost  of  $447,122. 

The  Milton  Bridge  over  the  Neponset  River,  at  Mil- 
ton Lower  Falls  has  been  widened  aboui  twenty  feet 
on  the  easterly  side,  and  a  new  retaining  wall  has 
been  built  on  the  Boston  side  of  the  river.  The  cost 
of  the  addition  was  $22,797  09,  of  which  the  town  of 
Milton  paid  $5000. 

The  condition  of  tlie  several  other  bridges  is  re- 
ferred to  with  remarks  upon  the  same,  the  principal 
points  of  which  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Engi- 
neer. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  work  done  upon  tlie  several 
bridges,  wharves  at  Deer  Island  and  at  Gallop's  Isl- 
ancl.  East  Boston  ferries,  Pinckney-street  seu  wall, 
and  of  miscellaneous  constructions  and  estimates  in 
1872.  A  list  of  fifteen  bridges  is  given  over  tide 
water,  rivers  and  creeks,  and  of  twelve  over  raih-oade 
and  highways.  The  Albany-street  Bridge,  over  the 
Roxbury  Canal,  was  put  in  thorough  repair  last 
spring.  The  fourth  approximate  estimate  of  the 
widening  of  Federal-street  Bridge  shows  the  amount 
of  work  done  and  materials  furnished  to  be  $09,329. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  road  a  second 
time  and  passed : 

Order  to  pay  J.  J.  Dixwell  andB.  S.  Rand,  trustees, 
$33,480,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Lindall  street. 

Order  to  pay  James  McGregor  $830,  for  land  taken 
to  widen  High  street. 

Order  to  pay  T.  H.  Parker,  George  Billings  and 
Sarah  Parker  $5523  55,  for  land  taken  on  Blue-Hill 
avenue. 

Order  to  pay  Sarah  Parker  $311  30,  for  land  taken 
on  Blue-Hill  avenue. 

Order  to  pay  E.  D.  Sohier  and  Charles  A.  Welch, 
executors,  $1100  40,  for  land  taken  from  Charles  J. 
Taylor  on  Cottage  street. 

Order  to  pay  J.,  J.  F.  and  J.  W.  Faxon  $10,318,  for 
land  taken  to  widen  Otis  street. 

Order  to  pay  Frederic  L.  Richardson  and  William  S. 
Dexter,  trustees,  $5050,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Pur- 
chase street. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Ann  G.  Frothingham  .$5700, 
for  land  taken  to  widen  Bedford  street. 

Order  to  pay  Company  A  and  band  of  the  Second 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  $120  90,  for  mileage  in  attend- 
ing camp  in  August  and  September,  1872. 

Order,  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  ordinance  providing  that  the 
Port  Physician  shall  be  either  the  physician  or  the  as- 
sistant physician,  (as  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  may  elect,)  of  all  the  city  establish- 
ments which  are,  or  may  be,  located  upon  Deer 
Island. 

Order  authorizing  the  establishment  of  new  tele- 
graph lines  between  the  several  police  stations  and 
the  City  Hull,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  ,$3500;  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

The  order  to  divide  the  portions  of  Fifth,  Sixth 
and  Seventh  streets  at  G  street  into  East  and  West 
being  on  its  passage,  Alderman  Emery  offered  the 
following  as  a  substitute,  which  was  adopted: 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  all  the  streets  crossing 
Dorchester  street  between  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
bridge  and  the  water  at  the  northerly  end  of  said 
Dorchester  street,  be  changed  by  prefixing  the  word 
"East"  to  the  name  of  that  portion  of  each  of  said 
streets  on  the  easterly  side,  and  the  word  "West"  to 
that  portion  of  each  of  said  streets  on  the  westerly 
side  of  said  Dorchester  street;  and  that  said  streets 
crossing  Dorchester  street  as  aforesaid  be  hereafter 
called  and  known  with  said  prefixed  words  "East" 
and  "West,"  as  set  forth  above,  and  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  be  directed  to  place  street  signs 
upon  and  number  said  streets  in  accordance  there- 
with. 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Currier,  Trott  &  Co.,  James  King 
and  of  Catharine  Barrett,  and  the  communication 
from  the  School  Committee  for  additional  primary- 
school  accommodations  in  the  Prescott  District, 
were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  report  (leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Dan- 
iel W.  Bugbee,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  wagon 
by  defect  in  Dorchester  avenue, was  accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence : 

Order  to  print  an  index  to  the  Transcript  reports  of 
proceedings  of  City  Council  since  first  publication. 

Order  to  provide  for  clerical  assistance  in  oflBce  of 
Superintendent  of  Health. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF   MEniDIAN-STREET   BRIDGE. 

The  election  of  David  W.  Doane  as  Superintendent 
of  Meridian-street  Bridge,   in  place  of   Reuben  B. 
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Wendell,  chosen  by  this  Board,  coming  up,  the  Board 
proceeded  to  a  further  ballot,  the  result  being  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

.  Necessary  to  a  choice T 

Reuben  B.  Wendell 9 

Da-vid  W.  Doaue 3 

Mr.  Wendell  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in 
non-concurrence. 

ELECTION    OF  AS3ISTANT-ASSESS0KS. 

The  election    of    James    Healy    and   Artemas    R.  . 
Holdeu  as  first  assistant-assessors,  in  place  of  James 
Dennie  and  Theophilus  Burr,   chosen   by  this  Board, 
coming  up,  the  Board  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  resulting 
as  follows: 

W^hole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 1 

James  Dennie 10 

Theophilus  Burr 6 

.  James  Healy 5 

Arftemas  R.  Holden 2 

.James  K.  Crowley 1 

Mr.  Dennie  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  and 
there  was  no  choice  for  the  remaining  vacancy. 
A  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

■  James  Healy. 7 

TheophlhisBurr 3 

•Artemas  K.  Holden 2 

Mr.  Healy  was  declared  to  be  elected,  in  concur- 
retace. 

The  report  and  order  to  authorize  $5000  to  be 
transferred  from  the  appropriation  for  Public  Lands 
to. that  of  Printing;  from  that  for  widening  Tremont 
street,  IS.'iOO,  and  for  Widening  Streets,  ,$eO0O,  to 
that  for  City  Hospital,  came  up  amended  so  as  to 
authorize  the  Auditor  to  make  any  transfers  necessary  ■ 
to  balance  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  this  financial 
year.  .  . 

Alderman  Hulbert  stated  that  as  he  moved  the 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  last  clause,  which  was 
passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  he  had  seen  the 
Auditor  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  on  the  explan- 
ations made  by  him,  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  its 
restoration,  although  he  believed  that  the  working  of 
the  order  as  a  precedent  is  not  wise. 

The  amendment  of  the  Council  in  giving  authority 
to  the  Auditor,  as  proposed,  was  concurred  In. 

THE  QUESTION  OF  CAEEIAGE  HIRE. 

The  following  matter  was  considered: 

Non-concurrence  by  the  Common  Council  to  strike  . 
out  from  the  following  order  the  words  "or  for  car- 
riage hire": 

'•Ordered,  That  from  and  after  this  date,  no  com- 
mittee shall  approve,  nor  shall  the  Auditor  audit,  nor 
shall  the  Treasurer  pay,  any  bill  contracted  by  any 
committee  of  the  City  Council,  or  of  either  branch, 
or  any  member  thereof,  or  any  bill  contracted  by  any 
member  of  the  City  Council,  for  refreshments  of  any 
name  or  nature,  or  for  carriage  hire,  unless  said  bill 
is  contracted  under  a  special  vote  passed  prior  to  con- 
tracting the  same." 

.Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  Board  adhere  to 
Ifes  foriner  action. 

Alderman  Quincy  hoped  that  the  Board  would  re- 
cede from  its  amendment  and  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil. It  was  well  known  that  the  Board  had  not  con- 
templated the  abolition  of  the  reasonable  privilege  of 
obtaining  proper  meals  at  the  city's  expense,  but  had 
desired  to  interpose  a  check  against  the  repetition  of 
past  abuses, — abuses  for  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
upper  branch  was  the  most  responsible.  But  the  low- 
er branch  had  seen  fit  to  present  to  the  Board  the  al- 
ternative of  either  abandoning  the  attempt  to  cheek 
an  abuse  or  to  agree  to  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
privilege,  to  which  was  added— which  made  the  pill 
.  yet  more  unpalatable — necessary  carriage  hire  for 
committees  ordered  on  duty.  Which  of  these  alter- 
natives the  lower  branch  desired  the  Board  to  adopt  , 
he  left  the  public  to  infer,  but  was  clear  in  his  own 
mind  that  both  duty  and  dignity  alike  required  the 
acceptance  of  the  latter.  Though  it  seemed  reasona- 
bl.e  that  the  city  should  provide  transportation  for 
committees  on  duty,  yet  he  would  cheerfully  assume 
.his  share  of  the  expense,  rather  than  have  it  said  that 
■  this  talk  had  been  for  buncombe  and  that  the  Board 
w(jre  glad  of  an  excuse  to  leave  matters  where  they . 
found  them. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  could  not  vote  for  any 
measure  .  of  this  kind,  for  it  was  clear  to  his  mind 
that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  tax- 
payers, and  the  city  business  could  not  be  done 
without  the  use  of  carriages.  They  could  get  along 
very  well  without  refreshments,  but  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Common  Council  knew  that  carriage  hire  was 
necessary,  and  if  they  were  sincere  in  measures  of 
reform  they  should  concur  with  the  Board.    He  could- 


not  see  how  they  could  refuse  to  concur,  if  sincere, 
and  he  hoped  the  Board  would  adhere  to  its  former 
vote 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  the   subject  was  worthy  of 
all  the  consideration  that  had   been  given  to  it.    He 
would  take  it  for  granted    that   the  members  of  the 
Council  were   sincere,   and  he   should  be  very  sorry, 
after  all  that  has  transpired,    to    have  this  all  end  in 
nothing.    It  would  be  recollected  that,  last  week,  for  . 
reasons  given  by  him,  he  voted  in  favor  of  retaining"' 
the  carriage  hire,  biit  as  the  Common  Concil  had,  by 
a  large  vote,  decided  differei..tly,  he  hoped  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  would  concur  with  the  Council.     Such 
had  been  his  opinion  of  the   evil   heretofore  existing  " 
in  the  City  Government  that  he  would  cheerfully  con- 
cur with  the  Council  and    let    carriage  hire  take  the 
same  course  that  refreshments  had. 

In  accepting  office,  the  contract  required  that  they', 
should  give  their  time  to  the  city  without  compensa- 
tion, and  the  additional  extra  charge  for  carriage  hire  , 
was  not  worth  considering.  It  would  be  a  personal 
relief  to  them  to  do  away  with  all  the  expenses  which 
had  brought  reproach  upon  the  City  Government. 
They  proposed  to  give  up  refreshments,  and  he  was 
ready  to  pay  his  own  carriage  hire  and  any  other  ex- 
penses which  may  be  necessary.  To  settle  the  ques- 
tion would  be  worth  more  than  money.  If  experi- 
ence teaches  anything,  the  giving  up  of  all  such  ex- 
penditures would  leave  them  free,  and  relieve  them 
from  the  embarrassment  which  heretofore  had  exist- 
ed. He  was  heartily  in  favor  of  economy,  and  hoped 
the  Board  would  concur  with  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  motion,  and  the  motion  to  ad- 
here was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  8  to  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Gaf- 
field,  Gibson,  Power. 

Nays— Hulbert,  (Juincy,  Say  ward,  Stebbins. 

REPORTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Cutter  from   the  Committee  on   Paving,  ■ 
reported  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  Catharine 

E.  Sullivan,  for  grade  at  JN'bs.  83  and  8.5  Cove  street. 
Accepted. 

Aldeiman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Aaron  D,  Webber 
for  abatement  of  assessment  for  a  sewer  in  South 
street,  reported  that  no  action  is  necessary.  Accept- 
ed. 

Alderman    Sayward,  from    the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes,   reported    in    favor    of  licenses,    as  follows:- 
Warren-street  Chapel  Association,  for  leave  to  hold  a- 
festival  at  Music  Hail.  Feb.  22;  Andrew  Hull,   to  give 
a  dramatic  entertainment  at  Sumner  Hall,   Feb.  22; 
Joseph  B.  Sheerin,  to  give  a  literary  entertainment  at 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Feb.  lfl-20;  James  Stevenson,   tt> 
give  a  variety  entertainment  at  the   St.   James  Thea-' 
tre,  March  1;  Joseph  Hooker,   Post  23,  G.   A.  E.,  to 
give  a  dramatic  entertainment  at  the  St.  James  Thea-- 
tre,  for  one  week  from  March  3;  Edmund  E.  SafEord,  • 
as  an  auctioneer;  also  licenses  to  twenty-six  news- 
boys, three  intelligences  offices,   two  dealers  in  sec'  ■ 
ond-hand  articles,    one   pawnbroker,    and  to  sundry 
persons  as  victuallers,  for  billiard  licenses  and  wagon 
licenses.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to    withdraw  severally  on    petitions    Of 

F.  W.    Howard    for    leave  to    keep    an    intelligence 
office  at  616  Washington    street:  J.  Rufiis  Long,    for- 
license  as  a  pawnbroker  at    3    Tremont  row;  W.  J. 
Siillivan  and  others  for  leave    to    give  a  sparring    en- 
tertainment at  corner  of  B  Street  and  Broadway. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  theCommittee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows:  John  Brad' ; 
ley,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on- 
Shelton  street,  near  Adams  street.  Ward  Ki;  E.  W.  E. 
Thompson,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  eight 
horses  on  Ward  street,  rear  Parker  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Heallh, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Mass-achii- 
setts  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  for  further  small- 
pox hospital  accommodati(ms,  and  that  homneopathfc 
treatment  may  he  furnished  to  all  persons  desiringir 
in  the  smallpox  hospitals  under  the  ehartreof  the  CMty 
Government,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  if  considered 
expedient  by  the  Board  of  Health,    Accepted. 

The  same  committee  rcjiorted  reference  to  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  K.  and  Mary 
J.  Melcher,  for  damages  on  account  of  her  being  sent 
to  the  smallpox  hospital  and  not  having  the  small- 
pox.   Accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Cofn- 
mittee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  jietition  of  Th(  nms  Gopin  ex- 
le'ave  to  hurld  an  addition  to  a  wooden  building  If  r 
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cceding  the  limit  allowed  by  lavp,  made  a  report, 
recommendino-  the  passao-e  of  "the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Thomas  (jogin  to  build 
m\  addition  to  a  wooden  building,  in  accordance  with 
an  application  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Department 
for  the  (:^^u•vey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

■Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  refei  red  the  petition  of  Winchester  & 
llight  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  First  street,  beyond  the  legal 
dimensions,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the 
petitioners  have  1  'ave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

EEPORT   OF   C031MITTEB   ON  SALARIES. 

Alderman  Stcbbins,  from  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  and  repoit  to  the  City 
Council  orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  several 
city  oilicers  for  the  year  beginning  (m  the  first  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1873,  having  carefully  considered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  ac::ompanying  orders! 

The  only  changes  proposed  in  the  salaries  as  at 
present  established,  are  as  follows: 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  Treasurer's 
office  is  incieased  $1600,  another  clerk  being  required 
to  collect  assessments  for  betterment,  etc. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  Auditor's  office 
is  increased  $700. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  City  Clerk's 
office  is  increased  $200. 

The  salary  of  the  Assistant-Clerk  of  Conimiltees  is 
increased  $250. 

■The  salary  of  the  Assistant-Messenger  is  increased 
$3C0. 

The  salary  of  the  City  Surveyor  is  increased  $EO0. 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Health  is  in- 
creased $:300, 

The  salary  of  the  City  Physician  is  increased  from 
.$1500  to  $300.  Under  the  new  organization  of  the 
Health  Department,  it  appears  that  tlie  entire  time  of 
the  City  Physician  will  be  required  in  the  service  of 
the  city  daring  the  ensuing  year. 

The  alluwauce  for  clerk  hire  in  the  City  Registrar's 
office  is  increased  $lo(iO,  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional clerk  having  been  found  necessary. 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  in- 
creased 1300. 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings  is 
increased  $:^00. 

The  salary  of  the  Chief  Trii.mt  Oflicer  is  increased 
$300. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  Assessors'  De- 
partm;'nt  is  increase!  ,f]O0O, 

The  total  amount  of  increase  recommended  is:  on 
salaries,  $;37.50;  on  clerk  hire,  $48(;0. 

■Under  the  order  referred  to  the  committee  as  a  part 
of  the  unflnished  business  of  last  year,  in  relation  to 
the  rate  of  compensation  which  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  the  Inspector  of  Provisions,  it  is  recommended 
that  the  salary  of  that  officer  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  an  order  to  that 
eflect  is  included  in  the  accompanying  bill. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield— 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authoiized  to  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  |33J0,  for 
the  use  of  rooms  of  the  Institute  of  Technology  dur- 
ing tlie  season  of  1871-72.  for  the  purposes  of  the  free 
evening  drawing  schools;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Sehoolhou-es.  Public  Build- 
ings. 

■  Alderman  Gaffield,  in  ex])lanation.  stated  that, 
through  an  informality,  this  bill,  which  was  justly 
incurred  and  owed  by  the  city,  was  not  paid  last 
year. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  licreby  is  given  to  the 
persons  who  have  recently  placed  or  caused  lo  be,' 
placed  fences  or  other  obstrnctioiiM  across  the  "old 
road"  lying  easterly  of  Blue-Hill  avenue  and  leading 
from  Columbia  street  to  said  Bhv-Hill  avenue,  to  re- 
move said  fences  and  obstructi<>ns  within  fourteen 
days  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  tliis  order;  and' 
in- default  of  the  removal  of  said  fen  cs  and  obstruc- 
tions l)y  said  parties,  the  Superintend!  nt  of  Streets 
is  hereby  directed  to  remove  the  same  at  the  expense 
■  of  said  |)arties. 

•On  motion  of  Alderuian  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  to  the 
City  'freasurer  the  sum  of  .$i;-J43  01,  being  the  amount 
j)aid  Iiy  him  on  a  writ  of  execution  issued  by  th<i  Su- 
perior Court,  Suffolk  County,  January  Term,  1873.  in 
farvor  of  Sylvester  Gardner  and  Rosanna  Gardner,  his 


wife,  for  injuries  sustained  by  a  defect  in  a  highway; 
said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  Expenses. 

FILLING   UP  LOW   TBKRITOBY. 

Alderman  Q.uincy  moved  that  the  order  for  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  an  act  to 
take  the  low  territory,  bounded  by  Northampton, 
Eustis,  Albany  and  Washington  streets,  and  to  raise 
the  grade  thereof,  be  taken  from  the  table. 

Arderman  Hulbert  said  if  action  was  to  be  taken 
upon  this  subject  '<e  hoped  it  w()uld  lie  over,  for  'he 
was  not  ready  to  act  intelligently  upon  the  subject. 

The  Chair  stated  that  debate  was  not  in  orC.er,  and 
the  motion  to  take  up  the  order  was  carried. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  had  objicted  to  the  pro- 
posed filling  up  if  a  certain  line  of  policy  is  to  be 
pursued,  but  he  had  an  order  which  he  would  offer  as 
a  substitute,  and  which  would  not  commit  the  city  to 
any  particular  policy.  This  order  provides  for  the 
same  course  which  was  adopted  by  the  city  of  Cam- ' 
bridge  in  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  last  year. 

The  order  was  read  as  follows,  and  was  adopted  as 
a  substitute  for  the  original  order; 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayoi  be  requested  to 
petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  to  require  the  owners  of  lands  in  said  city, 
the  surface  of  which  is  below  the  grade  of  fourteen  ' 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  to  raise  the  grade  of 
said  lands,  and  of  ail  private  streets,  courts  and  ways- 
thereon,  with  reference  to  the  complete  drainage 
thereof;  and  in  case  the  owners  fail  .so  to  do,  witliiu 
&  reasonable  time,  the  city  shall  be  authorized  to 
enter  up@n  and  raise  said  lands  to  a  suitable  grade, 
the  expenses  incurred  thereby  to  constitute  a  lien 
upon  said  lands. 

An  order  to  release  to  Samuel  B.  Pierce  tke  parcel 
of  8880  square  feet  of  land  discontinued  from  a  part 
of  Forest-Hill  avenue,  adjoining  an  estate  of  said  es- 
■tatc,  upon  the  said  Pierce  conveying  to  the  city  the 
parcel  of  8;J20  squai-e  feet  of  land  taken  from  an  es- 
tate of  his  CO  widen  said  avenue,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets. 

ADDITIONAL     ACCOMJiODATlONS     FOE    CITY     OFPICEES.  , 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  report  and  order  to  hire  the  Missionary  Building 
in  Pemberton  square,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $70(0.  for 
city  purposes. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  order  was  consid- 
ered. 

Alderman  Halbert  said  that  since  the  leport  was" 
made  he  had  been  through  all  the  places  in  the  City 
Hall,  and  were  it  not  for  the  necessity  for  economi.z-' 
ing  the  expenditures  of  the  city,  he  coukl  not.  vote 
for  it-  He  was  satisfied  that  there  were  accommoda- 
tions la  this  hall  for  any  number  of  committees.  If' 
requiiied,  they  should  double  up,  for  it  could  not  be 
necessary  ill  these  days  that  they  should  ail  have 
separate  rooms.  The  rent  for  the  proposed  building 
was  $7000.  and  while  there  was  room  for  half  a  dozen, 
committees  here,  there  is  room  for  a  half  dozen  more' 
at  the  Charity  Building. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  did  not  know  what  the' 
Aklerman  meant  by  saying  there  was  room  for  com- 
unittees,  and  he  asked  does  he  not  know  we  have  no; 
control  over  the  Charity  BureanV  'There  was  a 
necessity  for  further  room  for  the  accommodation  of 
various  departments  of  the  City  Government.  The 
City  CouEcil  had  passed  an  order  to  provide  that  the 
Treasury  Department  shall  be  more  safe,  and  to  do 
this  it  w<»uld  be  necessary  that  a  portion  of  the  room' 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
(rliould  be  taken  up.  The  Board  of  Health  is  now  in, 
SI  confined  room,  and  the  Assessors  want  more  room- 
for  their  accommodation. 

The  bniiding  it  was  proposed  to  lease  would  pro- 
vide accommodation  f<ir  all  parties  for  some  years  to 
come.  The  City  Solicitor  would  be  provided  rooms, 
in  it,  which  would  be  a  saving  of  the  rent  now  paid 
of  $2800  and  taxes,  and  these  r(«)ms  now  occupied  by, 
iiini  can  be  readily  let.  In  this  matter  he  had  no  in-'' 
terest  other  than  the  oonveuience  of  officers  requir- 
ing more  room. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  lie  had  a  book  which  con- 
tained the  record  of  the  u.se  of  every  rvoin  \i,  this' 
building;  and  there  was  not  the  least  difficulty  in 
accommodating  all  the  oflices,  with  certain  changes, 
and  not  an  elbow  nee<l  be  hit.  That  rooms  should  be' 
had  for  the  Board  of  Dir<!Ctors  and  others  outside  of 
the  building,  was  not  at  all  necessary. 

AiderniMu  Gthsoii  believed  there  was  room  enough 
in  the  City  Hall  (o  make  every  department  as  conj- 
fortable  as  can  be  expected.  The  Inspector  of  Milk, 
for  instance,  could  be  ))ut  ink)  (he  fire-alarm  loom, 
and  othere  could  double  up  if  necessary.  This  would 
be  more  convenient   than    to  go   up  "to  some   other 
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plane.  Tliey  had  got  to  begin  somewhere  to  econo- 
mize, for  they  had  talien  ttie  contract  to  save  the 
money  of  the  city.  All  say  they  have  no  room,  but 
they  could  get  along  with  'what  they  have.  The  call 
for  rent  of  the  leased  cuilding  was  $70U0,  it  would  but 
be  $lo,UOO  before  they  got  tlirough  with  it,  in  fitting 
it  up  and  the  care  of  it.  The  cost  for  ten  years  would 
be  $i5U,000. 

Alderman  Sayvvard  reminded  the  Alderman  that 
two  years  ago  he  said  there  was  no  more  room  for 
new  offices.  If  they  were  to  go  on  in  the  way  pro- 
posed of  crowding  offices  to  save  expense,  then  they 
should  crowd  schools  to  save  new  houses.  This  was 
not  the  way  in  which  they  would  do  their  own  busi- 
ness. 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  there  was  plenty  of 
room  in  the  Charity  Building,  which  was  not  half 
filled  up. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  there  was  not  plenty  of 
room  in  that  building,  besides  the  city  had  no  control 
over  it. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  he  went  over  the  Char- 
ity Building  and  found  various  rooms  unoccupied, 
but  they  were  not  suitable  for  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions,  nor  for  the  Boaed  of  Health. 
which  were  the  two  most  important  to  be  provided 
for.  The  Inspector  of  Milk  and  some  others  might 
be  accommodated  there,  yet  it  was  true,  as  had  been 
said,  the  City  Government  had  no  control  over  the 
building. 

Alderman  Power  believed  the  accommodations  for 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  were 
ample.  The  room  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk  might  be 
occupied  by  the  Board  of  Health.  It  was  proper  to 
economize  in  these  things,  and  these  offices  could  be 
as  well  accommodated  as  they  had  for  the  past  five 
years.  There  wei'e  many  things  in  which  expense  is 
more  needed. 

Aldei-man  Gibson  believed  the  Board  of  Health 
could  be  accommodated  in  the  Charily  Building,  up 
two  flights.  They  were  well  paid  for  their  services, 
and  could  go  up  stairs,  and  he  had  it  from  the  parties 
down  stairs  that  the  rooms  above  could  be  had. 
There  was  an  abundance  of  other  lOoms  in  the  build- 
ings, now  full  of  stragglers  of  all  ages.  The  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  would  prefer 
rooms  there  rather  than  come  up  stairs  here. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  he  would  make  a  statement 
from  his  personal  knowledge,  that  in  consideration 
of  a  certain  sum  contributed  toward  the  erection  of 
the  Charity  Building,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  had 
the  exclusive  charge  of  it.  It  was  established  to  save 
money,  but  on  a  friendly  conference  to  save  money 
he  had  no  doubt  some  arrangement  could  be  made 
for  the  use  of  the  rooms. 

Aldei-man  Gibson  said  he  would  like  to  know 
■whether  the  city  had  any  control  of  that  building,  for 
it  was  not  the  way  to  do  business  to  spend  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  a  building  and  have  no  couti-bl 
over  it.  He  would  like  to  have  the  order  lie  over  that 
they  may  see  how  it  is. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  the  Alderman 
might  have  known  how  it  was.  They  could  not  use 
the  building  without  the  consent  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  but,  as  Alderman  Gaffield  said,  the  Overseers 
in  a  conference  might  consent.  In  the  changes  pro- 
posed, some  should  go  out  of  this  building.  The 
hiring  of  the  building  could  be  no  detriment  to  the 
city,  for  the  rent  of  the  City  Solicitor's  room  of  $2800 
would  be  saved,  and  changes  could  be  made  which 
would  be  for  the  good  of  the  Government. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  went  over  the  Charity 
Building  with  Alderman  Gibson.  The  unoccupied 
rooms  were  l)adly  arranged  for  anything  which  was 
needed.  In  the  matter  of  control  he  satisfied  him- 
self that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  had  the  charge  of 
it  in  concurrence  with  the  City  Council.  He  was  de- 
sirous of  economy,  and  if  they  could  get  along  as 
they  were  now  he  would  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  there  was  one  i  oom  in  the 
Charity  Building  which  was  occupied  two  hours  a 
week  by  a  gentleman  out  of  town.  They  had  better 
get  hold  of  the  building  if  they  could,  for  it  had  not 
been  half  occupied  since  it  was  built. 

Alderman  Clark  denied  that  there  was  any  conflict 
in  relation  to  the  use  of  the  Charity  Building,  and  the 
passing  of  an  order  to  find  out  in  whose  control  it 
was  would  be  reflecting  on  the  best  men  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  City  Government.  The 
looms  up  stairs  were  not  objectionable  for  some 
uses,  but  if  the  Board  of  Health  were  to  go  there,  to 
whom  smallpox  patients  might  be  sent,  or  persons 
go  to  learn  of  such  patients,  or  persons  go  there  to 
make  complaints  of  nuisances,  it  might  be  objection- 
able to  ladies  interested  in  the  Charity  Bureau,  some 
of  the  best  people  who  frequently  go  to  that  build- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

It  would  not  be  right  to  force  anything  objection- 
able upon  people  who  work  for  nothing  for  the  city. 


The  rooms  would  not  answer  either  for  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  So  far  as  related 
to  accommodations  in  the  City  Hall,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  be  large  enough  many  years  longer,  and 
hoped  the  city  would  gi'ow  so  as  to  require  its  en- 
largement to  double  its  present  size.  If  the  city  was 
to  hire  the  building  proposed  at  a  rent  of  $7000,  and 
use  it,  he  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid  over,  and  a 
stateirient  be  made  of  what  changes  it  was  designed 
to  make. 

Alderman  Sayward  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
lay  the  order  over  for  that  purpose.  The  Board  of 
Directors  were  well  enough  accommodated  now,  but 
their  accommodations  would  be  curtailed  by  the  im- 
provements for  the  Treasury  Department.  The 
building  to  be  leased  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  parties  wished  the  city  to  decide  at 
once.  It  was  necessary  to  lay  the  order  over,  and  it 
could  be  as  well  settled  now  as  at  any  time. 

Alderman  Gibson  thought  it  strange  that  it  should 
be  assumed  as  a  reflection  upon  others  because  they 
wished  to  know  their  rights.  He  thought  now  was 
the  time  to  know  the  rights  of  the  city  m  the  Charity 
Building. 

Alderman  Sayward  repeated  that  the  city  had  not 
the  least  control  in  that  building,  yet  the  Alder- 
man had  been  in  the  City  Council  three  years,  and  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  had  not  yet 
learned  the  fact. 

Alderman  Gaflield  stated  that  he  was  on  the  com- 
mittee which  purchased  the  land  for  the  building, 
and  through  the  influence  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  $20,000  was  contributed.  Not  less  than  $.50,- 
000  was  saved  the  first  year  by  means  of  it,  and  the 
building  and  land  had  been  saved  in  seven  years  by 
it.  An  ordinance  was  adopted  to  put  the  building  in 
charge  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  he  should  be 
sorry  to  have  any  order  of  inquiry  adopted  in  relation 
to  the  control  of  it. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  not  the  question  as 
to  who  had  the  control  of  the  Charity  Building,  but 
the  necessity  for  additional  accommodations.  The 
Board  of  Health  was  the  only  one  for  whom  accom- 
modations were  required.  The  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  had  ample  room  for  iieveral 
years,  and  the  committees  ccnildget  along  for  two  or 
three  years  just  as  well  as  they  had  done.  The  room 
of  the  Inspector  of  Milk  could  be  used  for  the  Board 
of  Health,  for  his  duties  were  not  arduous,  and  he 
could  be  easily  taken  care  of.  Under  present  cir- 
cumstances they  wen!  not  warianted  in  running  more 
in  debt,  and  it  would  not  be  $7000  only,  but  $27,000, 
which  would  be  the  cost  of  the  hiring  of  the  build- 
ing. It  seemed  to  him  they  could  get  along  without 
incurring  this  expense. 

Alderman  Sayward  thought  it  singular  that  this 
question  was  not  understood.  Three  orders  had 
been  referred  bj;  the  City  Council  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  for  distinct  rooms,  and  on  the 
best  endeavors  which  the  committee  could  make, 
they  have  found  these  rooms.  If  anything  better 
could  be  done  they  would  like  to  hear  of  it. 

Alderman  Power  believed  there  were  plenty  rooms 
in  the  City  Hall.  The  Assessors  could  getalong  until 
we  could  better  afford  enlarged  accommodations,  and 
others  could  be  provided  for  as  they  had  been. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  there  were  fine  rooms  in  the 
City  Hall  used  as  lumber  rooms,  and  he  could  not  see 
his  way  clear  to  vote  for  the  order.  Every  depart- 
ment had  all  the  accommodations  needed  and  each 
could  be  comfortable  without  going  outside  of  the 
building.  Unimportant  departments  occupy  fine 
rooms,  and  changes  could  be  made  so  that  they  would 
not  need  another  inch  of  room. 

Alderman  Sayward  begged  to  differ  from  the  Alder- 
man. It  would  not  do  to  put  the  Board  of  Directors 
up  stairs,  for  it  was  not  the  board  alone  but  the  peo- 
ple who  were  to  be  accommodated. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  might  be  put  up  stairs. 

Alderman  Sayward  believed  such  would  be  a  very 
inconsistent  change,  for  many  mechanics  might  be 
required  to  go  up  to  the  office  forty  or  fifty  or  one 
hundred  times  a  day.  The  Inspector  might  go  up, 
but  the  public  A'ould  be  incommoded. 

Alderman  Power  moved  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid 
over  one  week,  and  the  motion  was  modified  to  that 
effect. 

Alderman  Sayward  hoped  neither  motion  would 
prevail.  If  the  order  was  to  be  killed,  it  might  as 
well  be  killed  now.  It  would  not  in  the  least  be  a 
bad  speculation,  in  hiring  the  rooms,  and  as  so  much 
woulcl  be  saved  in  junketing,  the  expense  would  not 
be  large. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  not  his  object  in  having 
the  order  laid  over  to  kill  it.  He  should  object  to 
having  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  or  th« 


FEBrtUARY       17,       1873 


68 


Board  of  IR'nltli  go  up  etaii's  with  the  attciuliints  of 
smallpox  patients  or  other  olyoctioiiahle  characters. 
If  there  ^xas  so  imich  room  in  the  huilding  as  hart 
l)een  stated,  lie  should  be  glad  to  know  it,  and  would 
like  to  know  what  changes  it  was  proposed  to 
make. 

Alderman  Sayward  indicated  some  of  the  changes 
which  might  be  made.  Should  the  Directors  of  I'nb- 
lic  Institutions  be  removed  elsewhere,  their  rooms 
could  be  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Health,  which 
would  be  suitable  for  their  use.  The  room  of  the 
Inspector  of  Milk  might  lie  used  as  a  committee 
room,  and  the  Inspector  provided  for  in  Pemberton 
square.  More  room  was  needed  for  the  Assessors, 
and  more  rooms  was  needed  for  the  use  of  commit- 
tees. 

Alderman  Gibsen  stated  that  in  liis  expIoratron.s 
with  the  Alderman  who  v\'(mt  with  liim,  they  found  two 
rooms  in  the  lower  end  of  the  Court  House  which 
were  occupied  by  some  one  in  the  country  occasion- 
ally. 

Alderman  Sayv^'ard  replied  that  they  had  no  right 
to  occupy  the  Court  House  for  the  city's  use. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  what  became  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  now  that  he  is  to  go 
into  new  quarters. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  tlie  rooms  were  all 
occupied  by  the  Register,  tlie  old  as  well  as  the  new 
ones,  and  a  lease  had  been  made  for  fifteen  years  for 
additional  accommodations. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  they  went  through  that  as 
well  as  other  buildings,  but  they  had  not  a  foot  of 
room  to  spare.  They  spent  half  a  day  in  their 
.searches,  without  any  dinner,  and  all  the  occupants 
claimed  tliey  had  no  room  that  was  not  needed. 
There  were  those  rooms,  which  a  man  in  the  county 
occupied  an  honr  a  week. 

Alderman  Sayward  inquired  whether  the  Alderman 
visited  the  building  which  it  was  proposed  to  hire? 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  he  had  not. 

Alderman  Qnincy  said  the  debate  had  satisfied  him 


that  there  was  no  exigency  for  the  hiring  of  the 
building  proposed,  and  they  might  as  well  kill  the 
order  now. 

Alderman  Clark  ol)jected,  for  he  did  not  know  what 
was  needed.  He  had  not  been  to  the  building  in 
Pemberton  square. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  searched  industriously  for 
rooms,  and  he  lioped  the  order  would  be  laid  over. 

Alderman  Sayward  stated  that  if  they  wished  to 
see  the  rooms  in  Pemberton  square,  they  were  open 
every  day. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid  over 
and  specially  assigned. 

Alderman  Power  had  no  objection  to  laying  over  the 
order,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Pem- 
berton square.  If  suitable  rooms  were  needed  out- 
side, the  Parker  House  would  be  better  and  be  more 
convenient.  He  could  not  see  the  necessity  or  exi- 
gency for  hiring  the  rooms. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  there  was  room  enough, 
if  they  had  mind  enough  to  determine  tlie  matter. 
Suitable  accommodations  could  be  provided  in  the 
City  Hall,  and  the«-e  were  those  who  would  take  them 
if  the  present  occupants  were  not  satisfied. 

The  motion  to  lay  over  and  assign  to  Monday  next, 
4'/^  o'clock,  was  carried. 

ORDER   OP  NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  rebuilding  of  the  common  sewer 
in  Summer  street.  Hearing  on  Monday  next,  Feb. 
24,  4  o'clock. 

ORDER.*:   READ  ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  orders  to  pay  James 
M.  Beebe  $16,374  for  land  taken  for  widening  streets; 
Caroline  M.  Wheelwright  ,$29,000,  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Water  street;  John  N.  Wenzell  $.oll5,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  Summer  street;  Margaret  N.,  wife  of 
S.  A.  Britton,  $.32.3  .50,  for  land  taken  on  Blue-Hill 
avenue. 

Adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

FEBRUARY    30,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  at  7>^  o'cl'ock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  iMr  Thacher  of  Ward  15.  the  roll  was 
called  when  the  following-named  members  answered 
to  their  names : 

Abbott,  Barnes,  Boardman,  Brennais,  Burditt,  Burt, 
Catou,  Collins,  Cndworth,  Dacey,  Darrow,  Dean, 
Denny,  Ed^vards,  Platley,  Harrington,  Mine,  Holmes, 
Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Martin,  McCue,  McKenney, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Shaw, 
Thacher,  Tower,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  West, 
Weston,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward — 40. 

A  quorum  of  members  was  announced  to  be  pres- 
ent. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  William  R.  Clark  and  others, 
trustees,  the  Trustees  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
Josephine  Leary,  William  Whittaker,  Lydia  A.  Edge- 
comb,  Robert  Johnson,  Charles  J.  McKay,  and  of 
Patrick  Cunningliam,  were  severally  referred,  in  con- 
currence. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Engineer  and  the 
Quarterly  report  of  the  Hayweigher  of  the  North 
Scales  were  severally  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 
The  following  reports  were  severally  concurred  in ; 
Report  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  of 
the  petition  of  Joseph  K.  and  Mary  J.  Melcher,  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  on  account  of  her  mission 
to  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  she  not  having  that  dis- 
ease. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  '  an  order 
authorizing  the  Mayor  to  release  to  Samuel  B.  Pierce 
a  parcel  of  8880  square  feet  of  land,  discontinued 
from  Forest-Hill  avenue,  on  the  terms  and  conditions 
set  forth  in  said  order. 

Report  granting  the  petition  of  the  Massachusetts 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  that  immediate  meas- 
ures he  taken  to  erect  additional  hospitals,  etc.,  if 
found  expedient  by  Board  of  Health. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Winches- 
ter &  Eight,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  he- 
yond  the  legal  dimensions  on  Dorchester  avenue  and 
First  street. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in 
concurrence : 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  be  issued 
to  Thomas  Gogin  to  build  an  addition  to  a  wooden 
building. 

Order  authorizing  $3320  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of 
the  rooms  of  the  Institute  of  Technology,  during  the 
season  of  18'71-2,  for  the  purpose  of  free  evening 
drawing  schools. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  report  an  ordinance  that  the  Port  Physician  be 
either  the  Physician  or  the  Assistant  Physician,  as 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  may  elect,  for  all 
the  city  establishments  on  Deer  Island. 
The  following  order  was  read  once: 
Order  that  the  Auditor  of  Accomits  be  authorized 
to  allow  for  payment  to  the  City  Treasurer,  $1343  01, 
the  amount  paid  by  him  on  an  execution  in  favor  of 
Sylvester  Gardner  and  Rosanna,  his  wife,  for  injuries 
from  a  defect  in  a  highway. 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF   MERIDIAN-STREET   BRIDGE. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Reuben  B.  Wen- 
dell as  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge,  in 
place  of  David  W.  Doane,  chosen  by  this  boaru,  was 
read,  when  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  with 
the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 50 

Necessary  to  a  choice 26 

David  W.  Doane 25 

Reuben  B.  Wendell 25 

There  was  no  choice. 

The  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Reuben  B.  Wendell 31 

David  W.  Doane 23 

Mr.  Wendell  was  declared  to  bef  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

ELECTION   OF  A  FIRST    ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  James  Dennie,  in 
place  of  Artemas  R.  Holden,  chosen  by  this  Board  as 
a  First  Assistant- Assessor,  was  read,  when  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  an  election. 


The  result  of  the  ballot  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 57 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

Artemas  R.  Holden 28 

James  Dennie 12 

James  K.  Crowley 11 

Theophilus  Burr 5 

H.  N.  Holbrook 1 

A  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Artemas  K.  Holdon 86 

James  Dennie 10 

James  K.  Crowley 5 

Theophilus  Burr 3 

H.  N.  Holbrook 1 

Mr.  Holden  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in 
nonconcurrence. 

The  amendment  to  order  concerning  the  taking  of 
territory  bounded  by  Northampton,  Eustis,  Albany 
and  Washington  streets,  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  for  an  act  authorizing  the  City  Council  to 
require  owners  of  lauds  in  Boston,  the  surface  of 
which  is  below  the  grade  of  fourteen  feet  alDove 
mean  low  water,  to  raise  the  grade  thereof,  and  of 
private  streets,  courts  and  ways  therein,  for  the  pur- 
pose and  on  the  conditions  named  in  said  order,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  tt  presented  a  remonstrance 
from  Edward  I.  Browne  for  himself  and  co-trustee, 
under  the  will  of  Augustus  Thorndike,  protesting 
against  the  measure  as  an  injustice,  inasmuch  as  a 
large  portion  of  said  territory  under  their  charge  was 
once  drained,  and  the  drain  had  been  broken  down 
by  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  Harrison  avenue,  and 
for  the  overflow  of  the  territory  they  were  indicted, 
and  at  an  expense  of  $3000  they  filled  up  the  low  ter- 
ritory, doing  all  they  were  required  to  do  in  the 
premises. 

The  remonstrance  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

CARRIAGE    HIRE. 

The  adherence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  their 
amendment  to  strike  out  "or  for  carriage  hire"  in 
the  order  concerning  refreshments,  etc.,  came  up  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  moved  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order,  which  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of 
23  to  25. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  regarded  it  as  undignified  to 
bandy  this  order  back  and  forth  between  the  branch- 
es. In  its  present  form  the  measure  could  have  ef- 
fect only  for  the  present  year.  If  intended  to  be  per- 
manent, it  should  be  made  a  restriction  in  the  rules 
and  orders,  but  as  it  now  is,  it  must  be  taken  up  again 
anether  year.  If  the  principle  was  right  that  car- 
I'iage  hire  should  not  be  allowed,  then  the  provision 
should  not  be  restored  again.  It  was  sufticient  to 
say  that  the  matter  should  have  a  careful  considera- 
tion. The  exclusion  of  carriage  hire  was  due  to  this 
branch,  and  if  carried  out  it  would  interfere  with  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  business  of  the  city.  It 
was  certainly  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
Council,  and  as  other  matters  required  their  atten- 
tion, to  give  more  time  for  such  consideration,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed : 

Order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  on  the  public  build- 
ings and  grounds  and  a  national  salute  to  be  fired  at 
East  Boston,  South  Boston,  the  city  proper,  Roxbury 
and  Dorchester,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  birthday 
of  George  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  a  principal  clerk  and  such  assist- 
ants as  the  Committee  on  Health  may  deem  necessary 
for  his  department. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $10,000  in 
addition  to  the  amount  appropriated  for  engine 
house,  Ward  14. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

P.  Campbell  &  Son,  for  leave  to  make  an  addition  to 
their  wooden  buildings  beyond  the  legal  limits.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

E.  Ca  Drew  and  others,  for  a  fire-alarm  box  on 
Commonwealth  Hotel,  corner  of  Worcester  and 
Washington  streets,  and  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Engineers  recommending  the  same.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms. 

REPORTS    OF   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16,  from  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition 
of  Pearson  Brothers  and  others.    Accepted. 
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Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  from  I  lie  Committee  on  Leg- 
islative Mattei'8,  on  the  pavt  of  tiie  Common  Council, 
who  were  instructed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
secure  an  amendment  of  the  act  relating  to  "the  erec- 
tion, occupation  and  use  of  stables  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, so  as  to  require  the  approval  of  the  City  Council 
hereafter,  instead  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  made  a 
report  that  if  it  should  be  found  desirable  to  make 
any  change  in  the  present  arrangement,  the  (commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  the  BoaYd  of  Health  should 
have  control  of  the  matter;  and  they  would  therefore 
recommend  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  with  authority  to 
take  such  action  as  they  deem  expedient.     Accepted. 

ORDER  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9 — 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  the  payment 
of  $8000  by  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized 
to  give  a  release  and  discharge  to  said  corpora- 
tion from  all  claims  and  demands  for  damages, 
costs  and  expenses  to  the  estates  situated  upon 
the  westerly  side  of  Washington  street,  between 
Chapman  street  and  Orange  street,  on  account  of  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  said  Washington  street  or 
Orange  street  and  Castle  street,  under  the  order  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  approved  the  9th  May,  1870, 
and  the  indenture  between  the  City  of  Boston  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  bearing 
date  the  9th  of  May,  1870,  so  far  as  the  said  indenture 
applies  to  the  said  estates. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  March  15.  1872,  au- 
thorizing the  Mayor  to  execute  a  release  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  rescinded. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  offered  an  order  that  the 
City  Engineer  be  requested  to  inspect  the  arches  of 
the  towers  on  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  Depot, 
and  report  whether,  in  his  opinion,  such  arches  are 
safe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  the  order 
was  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  the  Engineer's  De- 
pertment. 

CONTESTED    ELECTION   CASE. 

The  report  on  petition  of  William  M.  Flanders  and 
Others,  in  relation  to  the  seat  occupied  in  this  Board 
by  George  A.  Shaw,  iPrinted  City  Doc.  No.  20,  1873), 
with  the  order,  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  said  re- 
port, declaring  said  seat  vacant,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  he  did  not  differ  with 
the  committee  as  to  the  statement  of  facts,  but  dif- 
fered with  them  as  to  their  conclusions.  There  was 
one  witness  to  show  that  Mr.  Shaw  said  he  designed 
to  return  to  Boston,  yet  not  to  Ward  5,  and  it  would 
not  be  supposed  that  a  man  could  go  to  Brookline 
and  live  there  six  years,  and  claim  to  have  a  domicile 
in  Boston.  Under  the  constitution,  habitancy  is 
defined  as  a  place  where  a  person  dwelleth  and  hath 
his  home,  and  the  Cit}'  Charter  provides  that  no  one 
can  be  chosen  to  the  City  Council  who  is  not  an  in- 
habitant of  the  ward  from  which  he  is  chosen.  The 
conclusions  of  the  committee  were  quoted  by  Mr. 
Perkins,  upon  ;which  he  remarked  that  he  believed 
them  to  be  in  error  in  their  interpretation  of  law. 

When  a  man  moves  into  a  place,  he  contended  that 
the  burden  of  proof  was  upon  him  to  show  that  he  is 
not  a  resident  elsewhere.  As  applicable  to  this  case, 
he  cited  the  case  of  Holmes  rs.  Greene  of  Fall  River 
for  refusing  to  receive  his  vote:  and  although  Mr. 
Holmes  removed  to  Tiverton,  temporarily,  the  court 
was  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  all  pointed  to  Tiver- 
ton as  his  habitation.  A  mere  naked  declaration  of 
intent  was  not  sufficient  to  determine  the  question  of 
domicile,  but  the  evidence  of  intent  should  be  taken 
in  connection  with  other  facts.  The  cases  of  Har- 
vard College  rs.  Gore,  and  Whitney  vf,  Town  of 
Sherborn  were  also  cited  as  having  a  bearing  on  the 
question.  In  the  last-mentioned  case  it  was  held  that 
as  a  man's  residence  must  be  somewhere,  and  as  he 
had  no  intention  of  returning  to  Ashland,  from 
whence  he  removed,  the  authorities  of  Sherborn  had 
a  right  to  tax  him. 

When  Mr.  Shaw  left  Ward  5  he  did  not  determine 
upon  any  length  of  stay  in  Brookline,  or  of  his  return 
to  Ward  5.  In  .Sleeper  vs.  Page  1,5th  Gray,  it  was 
held  that  when  a  debtor  was  absent  from  the  State, 
not  intending  to  return  at  any  definite  time,  he  had 
no  domicile  here.  In  an  investigation  of  the  subject 
he  was  surprised  in  looking  up  cases,  to  see  how 
strongly  they  were  against  the  conclusions  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  he  could  not  stultify  himself  by  voting  to 
sustain  tire  report.  The  case  of  John  C.  Tucker, 
whose  election  was  contested  in  the  Council  from 
Ward  3,  was  cited  as  applicable  to  this  case,  and  in 
that  Mr.  Tucker  resigned,  knowing  that  he  would  be 
unseated.    Many    other  authorities,    he  said,  might 


also  be  cited  to  show  the  erroneous  conclusions  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  (i  .said  the  report  was  the 
result  of  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee, 
and  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  draw  it  up.  As  to  the  facts  in 
the  case,  his  colleague  had  made  one  misstatement, 
that  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  Mr.  Shaw 
intended  to  return  again  to  Ward  5.  On  page  61,  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Homer  was  that  Mr.  Shaw  told 
him  that  he  meant  to  keep  his  residence  in  Boston. 
The  ease  of  Holmes  rs.  Greene  he  had  examined, 
but  it  was  not  .sustained  by  decisions  before  or  after 
it,  and  was  not  considered  by  lawyers  as  intelligible. 
It  was  not  satisfactory,  and  Judge  Bigelow  being 
questioned  upon  it  had  not  explained  it.  '  If  the  city 
solicitor  was  right,  then  the  conclusions  of  the  com- 
mittee were  right. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  they  all  had  a  simple 
duty  to  perform,  from  which  they  could  not  escape. 
He  had  no  concern  in  bringing  this  question  here,  btlt 
must  pass  upon  it  conscientiously.  Taking  it  away 
from  the  refinements  of  law,  they  would  be  compelled 
to  say  that  the  gentleman  had  not  been  a  resident  of 
Boston  for  six  years,  for  where  a  man's  habitation  is, 
was  where  he  dwelleth  and  has  his  home,  where  he 
eats,  drinks  and  sleeps.  Where  a  man  has  two  resi- 
dences, two  dwelling  houses  in  each  of  which  he  lives 
a  portion  of  the  year,  the  fact  and  the  intent  must  go 
together  to  determine  his  habitation.  A  bare  and  bald 
intent  or  itself  amounts  to  nothing,  for  a  man  cannot 
create  a  home  out  of  nothing.  In  what  he  had  to  say 
he  had  not  the  slightest  intent  to  call  in  question  the 
honor  of  the  gentleman,  for  he  did  not  doubt  he  be- 
lieved he  could  retain  his  residence  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Dean  cited  the  cases  of  Holmes  ?•■«.  Greene  and 
Sleeper  vs.  Page,  and  urged  that  if  the  views  of  the 
committee  were  sustained,  all  of  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  might  remove  to  the  neighboring 
towns,  continue  to  represent  the  wards  they  moved 
from,  and  yet  have  no  interests  in  common  with  the 
residents  of  the  city.  The  strongest  evidence  given 
was  that  of  Mr.  Homer,  who  savs  Mr.  Shaw  told  him 
that  he  intended  to  return  to  Boston,  but  there  was 
no  fixed  time  of  returning.  On  page  H8  it  is  testified 
that  he  said  he  was  in  Brookline  on  account  of  his 
aged  parents,  or  his  wife's  parents.  He  might  stay 
there  as  long  as  they  lived,  when  the  law  says  there 
must  be  a  fixed  time  to  determine  the  quesiion  How 
long  were  they  to  live,  and  if  he  could  live  there  for 
that  reason,  and  should  assume  that  it  is  healthier 
there  than  in  the  city  for  his  children,  he  might  live 
there  as  long  as  his  children  might  live.  They  might 
all  go  into  the  country,  and  so  long  as  we  or  ttieir 
children  live  they  might  represent  some  ward  in  the 
city. 

it  appeared  that  the  gpntleman  did  return  to  Bos- 
ton in  November,  1872,  and  the  report  shows  that  lie 
went  to  Ward  10  to  reside.  The  case  was  just  one  of 
those  where  legal  refinements  throw  no  light  upon  it. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  they  would  settle  it  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  plain  constructions  of   law. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  said  that  as  a  plain  member  of 
the  committee,  not  a  lawyer,  he  might  possibly 
throw  some  light  upon  the  report  of  the  committee. 
The  petitioners  in  every  instance  failed  to  show  any 
evidence  against  the  position  occupied  by  Mr.  Shaw. 
In  the  first  draft  of  the  question  put  to  the  City 
Solicitor  the  word  "necessarily"  was  not  in  it,  but 
the  question  put  under  the  facts  was,  "was  liis  domi- 
cile lost  or  not?"  to  which  the  City  Solicitor  gave  an 
emphatic  "No."  That  fact  settled  the  question  in  his 
mind.  The  evidence  showed  that  Mr.  Shaw  refused 
to  take  part  in  meetings  in  Brookline,  and  that  had 
weight  in  the  case,  the  voters  in  Ward  5  voted  for 
him  for  office,  and  if  he  had  not  had  a  legal  residence 
there,  why  did  they  vote  for  him? 

Mr.  Holmes  said,  in  relation  to  the  question  of  in- 
tent, Mr.  Shaw  said  he  meant  to  continue  a  resident 
of  Boston.  If  nothing  else  than  his  denial  of  his 
residence  in  Brookline.  it  would  be  enough,  but 
something  more  than  that  w  as  shown. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  said  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  against  the  report  of  the  committee  failed 
to  convince  him  that  it  was  not  correct.  There  were 
certain  presumptions  in  the  case  which  should  have 
weight.  The  people  in  Ward  5  elected  him  to  the 
Council,  and  they  knew  what  they  \vere  about.  In 
the  case  of  Holmes  vs.  Greene,  the'facts  were  not  as 
in  this  case.  Had  Mr.  Shaw  gone  away  and  returned, 
and  been  refused  a  vote,  then  there  would  have  been 
a  similarity.  But  there  was  a  different  state  of 
facts. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  been  recognized  as  having  a  resi- 
dence in  Ward  5  by  taxing  him,  continuing  his  name 
on  the  voting  list,  and  by  the  people  voting  for  him 
in  sending  him  to  the  Legislature,  and  electing  him 
to  other  offices.  As  reference  had  been  made  to  rum- 
maging old  law  books,  he  had   done   something   of 
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that  kind,  and  some  of  the  cases  he  cited  as  having 
an  applicatioQ  to  the  question.  West  Boylston  and 
Steriiug,  in  the  ITtli  Pi.;kering;  Harvard  College  vs. 
Gore;  sears  v.i.  Citv  of  Boston;  Cochrane  tw.  City  of 
Boston,  4th  Allen;  the  last  of  which  he  regarded  as  a 
strong  case,  it  being  shown  that  Cochrane  had  his 
family  residing  in  Boston  two  years,  yet  it  was  iield 
that  nis  residence  was  in  JSIew  Orleans. 

It  had  been  charged,  he  said,  that  Mr.  Shaw  at- 
tempted to  ride  two  horses,  but  he  had  always  de- 
clined to  call  Brookline  his  residence,  lie  regarded 
the  people  as  having  some  rights  in  this  matter,  and 
it  was  their  affair,  it  they  chose  to  elect  Mr.  Shaw  to 
represent  them.  Even  if  they  should  elect  him  while 
not  living  there,  it  was  not  a  very  bad  thing.  In 
Ward  5  the  population  had  greatly  changed.  From 
having  been  the  residences  of  W^ebster  and  Everett 
and  others  of  that  class,  the  power  of  that  class  had 
diminished,  and  it  was  no  disparagement  of  another 
class  which  was  now  greater  there,  to  say  that  it  v\as 
a  good  thing  for  them  and  others  to  be  represented 
by  those  who  do  not  reside  there  constantly.  If  the 
Council  do  as  they  ought  to  in  relation  to  the  law  and 
the  facts,  they  must  sanction  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14,  the  ,yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4  said  he  had  read  the  testimo- 
ny fully,  and  he  could  not  see  how  the  committee 
could  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  they  did. 
The  question  of  domicil  had  been  a  ditticulte  one,  and 
was  often  determined  by  juries  under  instruction  of 
courts.  Mr.  Shaw  had  been  called  to  Brookline  on 
account  of  the  infirmities  of  his  wife's  father  and 
mother.  There  was  no  dispute  that  he  had  a  resi- 
dence in  W  ard '5,  and  never  acquired  a  residence  in 
Brookline,  and  it  was  in  evidence  that  he  always  in- 
tended to  return.  It  was  of  no  consequence  that  he 
spent  a  night  in  the  ward  on  the  last  night  in  April, 
as  it  was  common  to  see  on  the  Back  Bay  that  win- 
dows were  boarded  up  on  the  1st  of  May  by  those 
who  left  for  the  country  to  avoid  taxation.  There 
was  great  looseness  in  the  law  in  regard  to  domicile, 
and  he  liked  the  bill  which  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Legislature  to  define  it  more  clearly. 

Mr.  Dean  thought  it  strange  logic  in  commending  a 
bill  which  required  a  man's  residence  to  be  defined 
where  he  spent  the  greater  portion  of  the  year,  and 
supposing  it  should  he  made  a  law,  wliat  effect  would 
it  have  on  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  ?  What  object 
could  there  be  in  such  a  law,  when  it  is  said  that  a 
man  don't  reside  where  he  does  reside  ?  It  was  said 
the  people  have  rights,  but  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil must  pass  upon  sucli  questions,  under  oath,  and 
if  they  believed  in  the  rights  of  the  people,  jt  was 
the  only  logic  by  which  their  rights  could  be  sus- 
tained, that  they  be  so  in  accordance  with  law.  Mr. 
Dean  cited  other  cases  as  bearing  on  the  question. 

With  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Shaw,  he  did  not 
doubt  he  thought  he  could  retain  his  residence  in  Bos- 
ton, while  living  elsewhere,  and  thought  it  desirable 
for  various  reasons.  But  the  constitution  told  them 
that  a  man  belongs  where  he  resides  and  has  his 
home.  Every  member  of  the  Council  knows  that 
very  well.  In  regard  to  the  first  qnestioi  put  to  Mr. 
Healy,  it  was  either  intended  to  cover  the  case  of  Jlr. 
Shaw,  or  it  was  not  frankly  put.  Mr.  Shaw  might 
have  taken  the  stand  and  settled  the  question.  Mr. 
Healj^  virtually  puts  his  residence  in  Brookline.  In 
deciding  the  question,  they  had  the  constitution  to 
guide  them,  and  should  be  governed  by  it. 

Mr.  Holmes  stated  that  the  word  '•inhabitancy"' 
does  not  give  light,  but  defining  it  is  but  working  in  a 
circle,  and  does  not  help  us  in  the  slightest  degree. 
As  to  the  fourth  question  to  Mr.  Healy  it  is  not  stat- 
ed properly,  but  was  put  to  meet  the  conclusions  to  be 
reached  at  the  earliest  period.  But  it  was  found  that 
.the  facts  were  different  from  what  appeared  by  ques- 
tion four.  As  to  the  matter  of  evidence,  Mr.  Shaw 
might  have  made  a  statement,  and  he  offered  himself 
to  petitioners,  who  did  not  see  fit  to  examine  him, 
he  did  not  know  for  what  reason.  He  was  perfectly 
ready  to  answer.  As  to  the  question  of  law,  it  only 
provides  that  there  may  be  a  definite  intention  to  re- 
turn, but  not  at  any  fixed  moment.  The  intention 
may  be  definite  but  the  time  indefinite. 


Mr.  Bean  referred  again  to  tlie  Sherborn  case  in 
the  12th  Allen,  with  reference  to  the  indefinite  length 
of  time  or  temporary  residence  att'ecting  domicile.  If 
indefinite,  there  could  be  no  limit  to  it,  and  if  Mr. 
Shaw  had  determined  to  come  back,  but  that  time 
was  illimitable,  he  might  have  stayed  away  forever, 
and  yet  claimed  to  have  been  a  resident  of  Ward  5, 
and  represented  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  When  he  did 
return  it  was  to  Ward  10,  and  there  was  no  evidence 
that  he  intended  to  return  to  Ward  5. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  in  his  own  defence,  denied 
that  any  evidence  could  be  found  to  show  that  he  de- 
signed to  remain  in  Brookline  so  long  as  his  wife's 
parents  lived,  and  on  the  question  of  intent  he  pro- 
ceeded to  answer  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  lan- 
guage of  his  own  in  the  contested  election  against 
Melville  E.  lugalls.  Senator  from  the  Sixth  Suffolk 
District.  This  he  read  from  Senate  document  140, 
1808.  The  argument  madt;  here  was  ditterent  from 
that  made  at  that  time.  Mr.  Shaw  further  stated 
that  he  liad  voted  forty-nine  times  in  twenty-five 
years,  in  the  city,  not  a  great  distance  from  the 
IJnited  States  Hotel,  and  never  anywhere  else  excei)t 
in  the  old  Ward  5,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  Coun- 
cil. In  the  present  ward  he  had  ever  otherwise 
voted,  under  changes  of  boundaries,  and  had  been 
elected  to  the  liCgislature  and  to  the  Council  from 
that  ward,  and  had  paid  his  taxes  here  and  not  in 
Brookline. 

Besides  this,  he  had  never  taken  any  interest  in 
matters  in  Brookline,  and  had  never  been  in  the 
Town  Hall  there  but  once  and  that  to  hear  Mr.  Derby 
on  the  subject  of  annexation.  In  the  delicate  position 
in  which  he  had  been  placed,  he  would  not  have  said 
anything  here  except  for  the  attack  upon  him,  and  lie 
was  ready  to  have  answered  any  question  which 
might  have  been  asked  of  him  when  before  the  com- 
mittee. He  had  never  doubted  what  the  result  of 
this  contest  would  ))e,  and  would  not  have  said  any- 
thing but  for  the  interference  in  his  family  affairs, 
which  he  assumed  to  be  a  piece  of  cruelty  and  inhu- 
manity on  the  part  of  those  w  ho  were  opposed  to 
him. 

Mr.  Dean  denied  that  there  had  been  any  attack  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  or  any  calling  in  ques- 
tion his  motives.  In  what  had  been  stated  in  rela- 
tion to  his  wife's  parents,  it  related  solely  to  his  in- 
tent, and  to  sustain  the  point  made  by  him  he  quoted 
from  page  01,  in  which  Mr.  Shaw  said  he  intended  to 
stay  there  in  Brookline  "while  the  old  folks 
lived,"'  and  if  it  was  his  intention  to  live  there  under 
such  circumstances  he  had  a  right  to  live  there  while 
his  children  lived,  and  might  live  there  always,  and 
yet  claim  to  represent  this  city  in  the  Council,  under 
which  all  the  members  of  the  Council  might  live  out 
of  town. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Ingalls,  he  claimed  that  the  case 
would  not  sustain  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  for 
Mr.  Ingalls  had  been  in  this  State  the  five  years  pro- 
vided by  law,  during  which  he  returned  to  Maine 
temporarily  and  kept  school  there.  The  fact  that  he 
paid  a  tax  there  and  voted  did  not  affect  his  residence 
here,  for  the  law  of  Maine  was  different  from  that  of 
Massachusetts  in  allowing  a  vote  on  a  residence  of 
three  months,  and  in  his  views  in  relation  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Mr.  Ingalls  he  was  sustained  by  H.  W.  Paine, 
who  was  associated  with  him  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Holmes  made  a  few  additional  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  the  intent  of  Mr.  Shaw  in  returning  to  the 
city,  and  closed  by  moving  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  order  of  Mr.  Perkins 
that  Mr.  Shaw  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  was  lost, 
by  a  vote  of  10  to  40.  as  follows: 

Yeas— Blackmar,  Burditt,  Caton,  Dean,  Flynn,  Har- 
rington, Perkins,  Thacher,  West,  Whiston — 10. 

Nays— Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Bicknell, 
Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Brennan,  Burt,  Collins, 
Cudwoith,  Dacey,  Davis,  Denny,  N.  Dohcrty,  Flatley, 
Hall,  Hine,  Holmes,  Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lamb, 
Marston,  Martin,  McCue,  Page,  Pease,  Pickering, 
Powers,  Prescott,  Risteen,  Train,  Upham,  Warren, 
Wells,  Weston,  Wilbur,  Woodward — 40. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  accepted. 
Adjourned. 
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Froepe(liiia;s  of  tlic  Board   of  AldermpH, 
FEBRUARY    34,    1878. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  tlie  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE    AND   CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Giiman  M.  Hamilton. 

Special  Police  Officer — Frederick  M.  Stanley,  for 
duty  at  Paneuil-Hall  Market. 

Police  Oflicers— Henry  C.  (ioodwin,  as  Sergeant  of 
Police,  at  Station  Nine;  George  P.  (ireene.  as  Patrol- 
man. 

Undertakers — Caleb  I.  Pratt,  Ricliaid  Dillon.  Con- 
stant T.  Benson,  William  Coolcy,  Lewis  Jones,  Da- 
vid Mardin,  John  W.  Pierce,  Nahum  P.  Whitney,  Job 
T.  Cole,  William  H.  Brown,  Benjamin  P.  Smith, 
Philip  E.  Field.  John  H.  Peak,  Jprciniah  O'Snllivan. 
William  E.  Brown,  James  Haynes.  ffobert  S.  G.  Mar- 
den,  Hugh  Taylor,  Jeremiah  T  inkham,  William  D. 
JRockwobd,  Ira  W.  Orcutt.  I'hilip  Kennedy,  George 
V.  Field,  Joseph  S.  Waterman,  William  Manning, 
John  Heiutz,  John  Haynes.  Joseph  S.  Blye,  James 
Farrell.  Ebenezer  Bird,  John  W.  Lavory,  S.  Gleason, 
George  Johnson,  Jr..  Samuel  J.  Crockett.  Hyman  L. 
Wiener,  James  Cotter.  George  A.  Willard.  J.  B. 
Burke,  Lewis  L.  Jones,  John  Fecncy,  Hugh  McCaf- 
frey. 

Stiperintendent  of  Lamps— George  H.  Allen. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall— Charles  B.  Rice. 

Superintendent  Faneuil-Hall  Market— Charles  B. 
Rice. 

Inspector  of  Milk — Henry  Faxon. 

Superintendents  of  Hay  Scales — Nort>.  Scales,Henry 
A.  Davis:  South  Scale's,  Levi  Chadbourne:  Soutli 
Boston  Scales.  John  M.  Johnson;  East  Boston  Scales, 
John  A.  Brown:  Highlands,  Andrew  W.  Newman. 

Measurer  of  Grain — George  P.  Ray. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— B.  G.  Prescott,  Wil- 
liam Keith.  Robert  Hale.  James  C.  Whitney,  Thomas 
M.  Haskell,  J.  B.  Quimby.  H.  F.  Lawrence,  Stanley 
C.  Burnham,  William  Jordan,  Randall  G.  Morse,  A. 
W.  Burnham.  Robert  Vose,  George  E.  Frost,  Ebeu 
ezer  Curtis,  William  Seaver,  Jr.,  A,  J.  Wheeler,  H. 
W.  Crafts.  Daniel  E.  Adams. 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Bundle  Iluy — Israel 
M.  Barnes.  Samuel  B.  Livermore.  William  S.  Holmes, 
Jasper  H.  Eaton.  William  R.  Inman.  E.  ('■.  Dudley, 
Walter  C.  Bryant,  J.  T.  Dalrymple,  B.  W.  Harding. 
C.  A.  Upham,  A..  J.  Wheeler,  libenezer  Curtis,  C.  E. 
Stephenson.  Aaron  Bradshaw. 

Surveyor  of  Marble — Willi:iin  B.  Bayley. 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils—Robert  F. 
Means,  jMathaniel  Cleaves. 

Superintendent  of  Wasons  and  Trucks— Timothy 
R.  Page. 

Superintendent  of  Hacks  and  Carriages— Eufus  C. 
Marsh. 

Superintendent  of  Intelligence  Cilices,  etc.— Harri- 
son O.  Read. 

Superintendent  of  Pawn  Brokers— Ebenezer  Shute. 

These  several  superintendents  with  all  the  powers 
of  constables,  except  serving  and  executing  civil 
process. 

Inspectors  of  Provisions— Charles  B.  Rice  and 
Joseph  B.  Gibson. 

The  confirmation  of  Chase  Cole  and  nine  others  as 
Truant  Officers  being  under  consideration.  Alderman 
Power  said  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
Truant  Officers,  and  that  the  duties  could  .iust  as 
well  be  performed  by  the  police  on  the  regular  force. 
It  would  be  well  to  liave  the  matter  looked  into,  iiud 
if  it  was  so,  as  stated,  they  ought  to  save  the  amount 
paid  to  these  officers.  He"  moved  that  the  nomina- 
tions be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   BErBBBED. 

Naylor  &  Co.  and  others,  that  the  sidewalks  of 
Kilby  street  be  cleared  of  obstructions. 

N.  C.  Mnnson,  for  le.ave  to  cross  a  portion  of  Yar- 
mouth street  with  a  rail  track. 

Se^•erally  referred  to  Committee  on  Paving, 

Winchester  &  Hight,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building,  not  exceeding  thirty  feet  in  height,  on  Doi-- 
Chester  and  Foundry  streets.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

W.  S.  Pike,  for  leave  to  give  cnteftamments  of 
magic  at  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  etc.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Licenses. 


Edward  Spaulding  &  Bnmstead  and  others,  occu- 
pants of  Fort  Hill  stores,  for  abatement  of  tax  or 
rent  on  said  stores  or  land.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Fort  Hill  Territory. 

Whitcorab  &  Potter,  for  additicmal  compensation 
for  construction  of  a  wharf  at  Gallop \s  Island.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

John  C.  Haynes  and  others,  for  a  sewer  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Berkeley  and  Appleton  streets.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

ANNUAL   REPORT     OP     THE     INSPECTOR   OP   BUILDINUS, 

The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  was  laid 
before  the  Board  in  print. 

The  report  states  that  the  number  of  permits  issued 
last  year  by  the  Inspector  was  1945— of  which  419  w-ere 
for  buildings  of  brirk  or  stone.  (585  of  wood,  and  841  for 
repairs,  alterations  and  additions.  Of  the  brick  and 
stone  buildings  erected,  there  wore  647  dwelling 
houses.  98  for  mercantile  purposes.  7.")  dwellings  and 
stores,  H4  family  hotels  and  tenement  houses,  2ti 
stables,  2:3  mechanical,  7  public  buildings,  18  stores 
and  offices,  4  churches.  The  largest  number,  263,  was 
inW  ard  15  the  next,  127,  in  Ward  9.  Of  the  whole 
numlier.  754  were  witli  Mansard  roofs. 

Of  the  1051  wood  and  frame  buildings  erected,  or 
in  process  of  erection,  768  were  dwellings,  73  stables, 
46  dwellings  and  stores,  27  for  storage.'  20  stores  ancl 
offices,  .35  mechanical.  Of  these  296  were  in  Ward  16, 
24(p  in  Ward  12,  116  in  Ward  15,  110  in  Ward  14,  and 
21"  in  Ward  1.  Of  these  512  were  with  Mansard 
roofs. 

I  lie  number  of  violations,  etc..  investigated  and  re- 
ported upon  was  ;387:  205  for  violation  "of  statutes, 
and  1S2  for  violalian  of  ordinance.  Of  these  86  were 
of  woodwork  against  flues,  62  chimneys  not  plas- 
tered, 47  small  sized  timber,  38  walls  not  carried 
through  roof,  23  building  without  permit.  23  insuffi- 
cient foundation,  15  erect"ing  wooden  buildings  within 
building  limits. 

The  numlier  of  unsafe  buildings,  etc.,  examined 
and  reported  upon  was  126,  of  which  60  were  unsafe 
buildings,  46  unsafe  chimneys.  8 each  unsafe  heating 
apparatus  and  defective  flues,  2  each  unsafe  boilers 
and  unsafe  oven  and  wall.  There  were  of  these  fiS 
secured,  10  removed,  25  rebuilt,  26  not  completed. 

The  number  of  fires  repo/ted  on.  exclusive  of  the 
fire  of  November  9-10,  was  216. 

instil na ted  damage $291,719 

loss  by  tire  of  Nov.  y-lU 13,218,850 

Total  loss  for  1872 813.510,569 

The  fire  of  Nov.   9-10  burned  over  a  territory  of 

about  sixty-five  acres,  containing  about  .5.50  estates 
and  776  buildings.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  esti- 
mat(^d  loss  by  the  great  fire,  given  above,  is  less  than 
estimates  which  have  heretofore  been  made,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  while  former  estimates  included  all 
i)uildings  within  the  line  of  tlie  fire  as  a  total  loss, 
allowance  has  been  made,  in  making  up  the  above 
estimates,  for  all  buildings  which  were  only  partially 
destroyed  or  slightly  damaged. 

As  the  probable  causes  of  fires,  there  were  attribut- 
ed as  follows:  31  incendiary.  16  defective  flues.  78  un- 
known, ()  children  playing  with  matches,  5  overheated 
stoves,  2  defective  stoves,  4  thawing  of  water  pipes,  2 
overheated  and  unsafe  ovens.  7  overheated  furnaces 
and  funnels  defective,  and  4  from  defective  chimneys, 
and  8  from  combustible  materials,  new  boilers,  explo- 
sion*, overheating,  etc.,  5  spontaneous  combustion, 
3  from  forges,  2  from  firecrackers,  1  hot  ashes  in  barrel, 
7  gas  burners  and  defective  pipes,  2  kerosene  lamps, 
1  by  mice  among  matches,  one  each  matches  thrown 
in  basement  window  and  among  waste  paper,  one 
lighted  pipe  in  coat  pocket,  5  defective  stove  pipes 
and  near  woodwork. 

Referring  to  the  fire  of  November  last,  the  report 
states  that  attention  was  called  to  the  necessity  of 
additional  building  regulations  in  January.  1872.  and 
an  extract  is  made  from  the  report  on  the  sub.iect. 
The  Committee  on  the  Department  pi-epared  amend- 
ments, which  were  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  but 
for  reasons  unnecessary  to  detail,  failed  to  become  a 
law. 

The  report  proceeds  as  follows: 

Immediately  after  the  fire,  the  same  committee 
was  again  called  upon  to  prepare  whatever  amend- 
ments they  felt  were  required  to  secure  the  futm'e 
safety  of  "the  city,  with  the  assurance  that  whatever 
they  presented  "would  be  acceptable.  Ff)rtunately 
the  committee  was  composed  of  practical  men  and 
builders  of  long  experience,  who  well  understood 
the  requirements  of  the  city,  and  who,  as  builders, 
would  not  be  likely  to  approve  of  any  measures 
which  would  be  onerous  or  impracticable.  They 
were  urged  to  prepare  a  few  amendments  to  the  ofd 
lew,  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  special  session  of  th 
Legislature  of  1872,  leaving  the  bulk  of  the  bill  to  b 
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preseiiti^d  in  1873;  buthavina:  tin'  rojcicted  bill  ol'  li^Ti 
a«  a  basis,  and  a  years  ex'pi'vienfo'  in  tbo  nianagi?- 
nicnt.  of  Mil'  department,  they  felt  tbaf  they  could 
prepare  a  bill  which  would  cover  the  whole  a'rounil 
and  avoid  the  necessity  of  again  api)ealinii;  to  tin- 
Legislature.  Accordingly,  wilh  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  some  of  the  leading  architects  in  the  city, 
a  bill  was  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Legishitnre. 
Considering  the  excited  state  of  public  feeling  at  the 
time,  the  bill  was  much  less  stringent  than  might 
have  been  expected;  but  the  committee,  in  preparing 
it,  were  careful  not  to  incorporate  anything  \\hich 
they,  as  builders,  could  not  stand  by. 

This  law,  if  carried  out,  will  secure  onr  city  from 
another  disaster  like  that  of  last  November,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  less  stringent  in  its  provisions 
than  the  building  acts  of  other  cities.  As  might  be 
expected,  the  law  meets  with  opposition  from  some 
of  our  builders,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  one  could  be 
framed  which  would  meet  with  their  entire  approba- 
tion. A  provision-which  one  builder  will  coudemn 
as  severe  and  stringent  will  be  approved  by  another 
builder  of  equally  good  judgment  and  reputation. 
Each  builder  has  his  peculiar  method  of  construc- 
tion, and  any  change  from  that  method  provokes 
criticism,  and  oftentnnes  condemnation,  simply  he- 
cause  it  ditfers  from  his  idea;  while  at  the  same  time 
another  builder  will  approve  of  any  change  which 
will  secure  a  methodical  manner  of  construction,  and 
which  will  fix  a  standard  alike  for  all.  As  all  trades 
and  professions  disagree  in  opinions  and  theories, 
and  in  view  of  the  impossibility  of  reconciling  the 
different  opinions,  the  public  safety  demands  that  a 
fair  standard  shall  be  fixed  by  which  all  shall  abide. 
Some  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  law  might  per- 
haps be  safely  modified  or  repealed,  but,  in  tlie  main. 
It  is  just  what  is  needed  for  our  city,  and  should  not 
by  any  means  be  permitted  to  be  we«liened. 

Since  the  fire  the  svrbjects  of  building  wiaterials, 
fire-proof  construction,  methods  of  extinguishing 
fires,  etc..  have  received  considerable  attention,  and 
this  department  has  received  numerous  communica- 
tions on  these  subjects.  .Xs  far  as  seen,  brick  seems 
to  be  the  only  material  which  withstood  the  flames. 
Stone  and  iron  were  utterly  destroyed  by  the  intense 
heat,  and  the  action  of  water  caused  its  complete  dis- 
integration. Marble  was  not  fairly  tested,  the  marble 
front  on  Washington  street,  whicli  lias  been  alluded 
to  as  having  successfully  resisted  the  fire,  being  pro- 
tected by  a  backing  of  brick  wliich  received  the  full 
force  of  the  flames.  Marlile,  however,  will  be  exten- 
sively nsed  in  rebuilding,  and  of  the  sixty-eight 
"buildings  on  the  burnt  district,  for  whicli  perniits 
have  been  granted,  thirty-two  will  have  marble 
fronts.  But  when  exposed  to  the  fury  of  such  a  con- 
flagration as  that  of  last  November,  it  matters  little 
of  what  material  a  building  is  composed.  Let  a  fire 
once  get  under  such  headway,  and  beyond  the  control 
of  the  Fire  Department,  and  a  few  moments  Mittice  to 
reduce  the  building  to  ashes.  Security,  therefore, 
consists  not  in  endeavoring  to  construct  isolated  fire- 
proof buildings,  but  in  so  constructing  every  building 
that  a  fire  may  be  confined  to  the  building  in  which  it 
originated,  even  if  that  is  destroyed. 

Buildings  in  process  of  erection,  alteration,  or  re- 
pair have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  during 
the  year,  and  reports  are  made  by  the  Assistant  In- 
spectors daily.  The  additional  number  of  Assistant - 
inspectors  provided  by  the  City  Council  will  enable 
the  department  to  exercise  a  more  careful  super- 
vision. A  glance  at  the  record  of  violations  which 
have  been  reported  upon  will  show  the  necessity  of 
careful  inspection,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  that  these  violatiors  have  been  removed,  in 
most  cases,  without  resorting  to  legal  measures.  In 
one  instance  it  was  found  necessary  to  prosecute  a 
builder  for  not  plastering  his  chimneys,  and  he  was 
convicted  and  fined  for  his  ofl'ence;  and  there  are 
now  In  the  hands  of  the  City  Soliciter  a  few  cases  in 
which  legal  proceedings  have  not  yet  been  com- 
menced. In  addition  to  the  daily  reports  which  are 
I'eceived  on  the  progress  of  buildings,  a  final  report  is 
received  upon  the  completion  of  eiich  building,  and 
put  upon  record.  This  record  gives  a  description  of 
the  building,  etc.,  and  is  often  consulted  by  jiur- 
ohasers  and  others  interested  in  real  estate.  A  table 
appended,  compiled  from  this  record,  will  show  the 
number  of  brick  buildings  completed  during  the 
year. 

Early  in  the  year  a  careful  examination  was  made 
of  the  several  places  of  amusement  in  the  city,  and 
tlie  condition  of  the  heating  apparatus,  etc.,  in- 
spected. As  a  general  thing,  tlie  condition  of  these 
places  was  found  very  satisfactory,  and  the  few  sug- 
gestions made  to  the  proprietors  were  cheerfully  com- 
plied with. 

Much  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  ('onstruc- 
tion  of  wooden  buildings  during  the  year.  The 
Building  ordinance  which  went  into  effect  January  1, 


1K73,  specifics  the  minimum  size  of  timbers,  requires 
proper  framing,  and  the  building  of  suitable  founda- 
tions. L'uder  its  provisions,  "Ijalloon"  framing  has 
been  done  away  with,  and  a  more  substantial  class  of 
buildings  erected.  The  building  limits  remain  un- 
changed, but  during  the  year  a  petition  has  been  re- 
ceived from  citizens  of  Wards  7  and  12,  supplemented 
by  one  from  the  presidents  of  the  insurance  compa- 
nies, asking  that  the  limits  be  extended  so  as  to  in- 
clude these  wards.  These  petitions  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  this  department,  and 
doubtless  will  receive  their  early  consideration.  The 
number  of  wooden  buildings  in  these  wards  is  rap- 
idly increasing,  permits  for  iil't  having  been  issued 
lUiring  the  year. 

During  tlie  year  John  B.  Roys  has  been  appointed 
Assistant-Inspector,  in  place  of  Job  T.  Souther,  re- 
signed. More  clerical  assistance  is  needed  in  the  de- 
partment, and  a  Surveyor  attached  to  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  grades,  etc. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  petitions  of 
Joseph  Watson,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  and  engine  at  127  Portland  street;  also  on  pe- 
tition of  Bartlett  &  Richardson,  for  leave  to  locate  a 
steam  boiler  at  389  Broadway,  and  on  the  proposed 
rebuilding  of  the  Summer-street  sewer,  were  taken 
up.  No  person  appearing  in  relation  thereto  the  re- 
ports were  recommitted. 

HEARING     ON     REVOCATION     OF     RAILROAD    LOCATION. 

The  hearing  on  order  of  notice  on  the  proposed  rev- 
ocation of  a  right  to  lay  tracks  on  Walnut  avenue  by 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  was  taken  up. 

Harvey  Jewell,  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, said  he  came  here  to  say  that  the  location  was 
granted  a  long  time  ago,  that  tliere  was  no  necessity  for 
the  track  at  the  time,  and  there  had  been  no  demand 
for  it  by  the  residents  on  that  street.  Thwro  was  no  im- 
mediate use  for  such  track,  and  the  corporation  had 
no  desire  to  extend  their  tracks,  but  they  objected  to 
a  revocation  of  the  right  to  lay  them,  not  from  a  wish 
to  avail  themselves  of  it  now,  but  they  wished  when 
the  residents  desired  the  facilities,  that' they  may  have 
the  privilege  of  furnishing  them,  and  that  it  should 
not  be  granted  to  any  other  corporation. 

If  he  could  have  had  an  interview  with  the  member 
of  the  Board  who  offered  the  order  he  could  have 
assured  him  that  what  he  desired  to  accomplish  could 
be  secured  without  its  adoption,  and  with  a  consulta- 
tion with  him  and  with  the  City  Solicitor  such  an 
arrangement  as  he  desires  can  be  made.  They  were 
willing  to  agree  that  the  street  shall  not  be  opened 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  tracks  without  a  permit 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  a  notice 
of  ten,  twenty  or  thirty  days  shall  be  gi\en.  They 
only  desired  to  preserve  their  rights,  but  would  agree 
not  to  lay  tracks  in  the  streets  without  the  wLshes  of 
the  inhabitants.  Thej' were  entirely  willing  to  have 
the  opening  of  streets  to  be  subject  only  to  proper 
notice,  and  if  the  report  should  be  recommitted,  an 
airangement  would  be  agreed  to  to  accomplish  what 
tlie  mover  of  the  order  desires. 

A  petition  was  read  from  J.  H.  Chadwick  and  some 
forty  others,  against  the  laying  of  tracks  in  Walnut 
avenue,  and  in  favor  of  tlie  revocation  of  the  right 
to  lay  such  tracks  by  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company. 

The  report  was  recommitted,  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  committee. 

I'-NHNiSHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed : 

Order  to  grade  and  macadamize  Regent  street,  at  a 
cost  of  110,000. 

Order  to  pay  Margaret  N.  Biittan  $223  50,  for  land 
taken  on  Blne-llill  avenue. 

Order  to  pay  Jauie.s|M.  Beebe  .•i;l{i,;i74,  for  land  taken 
by  the  city  oii  Otis  street. 

'Order  to  pay  Caroline  M.  Wheelwright  $29,000,  for 
land  taken  on  Water  street. 

Order  to  pay  John  N.  Menzell,  $5115,  for  land  taken 
on  Summer  street. 

Order  for  change  of  sewer  assessments,  as  follows: 

W.  Eagle  and  Meridian  streets— Abate  $128  03  from 
East  Boston  Company  and  assess  .$,5(i  ilO  upon  Louisa 
A.  Bntland,  and  $71  13  upon  Georges  P.  Dudley. 
Abate  $10  70  from  C.  C.  Gilbert,  and  assess  the  same 
amount  upon  Edward  S.  Rand. 

Trenton  street-  .Miate  $82  00  from  East  Boston 
Company,  and  .$21  92  Irom  Kita  Packard. 

Longwood  avenue— Abate  $10  .52  from  Peter  Cop- 
pinger,  and  assess  John  Kilrov  $8  81,  and  upon  F.  J. 
Ward  $7  71. 

South  street— Abate  $18182  from  Michael  Rothe. 
and  assess  Alexander  Moseley  $123  18  and  Simon  Co- 
hen $58  34. 
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Gore  avenue— Abatf  $57  8S  from  Bosl.oii  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Company,  and  assess  the  same  amount 
upon  Samuel  A.  Way's  heirs. 

Orleans  street— Abate  $190  78  from  Nathaniel  Ad- 
ams, and  assess  $i)5  3!)  upon  Barnebas  Hammett,  $63  59 
upon  Davenport  &  titickney,  trustees,  and  $31  80 
upon  Edward  S.  Kand. 

Foundry  street— Abate  $153  22  from  Eliza  A.  Hinck- 
ley and  assess  the  same  amount  upon  l<"rancis  Alger 
and  John  P.  Knight. 

ADDITIONAL     ACCOMMODATIONS     FOU  PUBLIC   OFFICES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  tlie  report  and 
order  to  hire  the  Missionary  Building  in  Pemberton 
square,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $7000,  for  city  purposes, 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

A  petition  was  read  from  the  First  Baptist  Society, 
signed  by  Erastus  1).  Badger,  chairman  of  a.  commit- 
tee, proposing  to  let  to  Ithe  city  in  their  house  on 
Somerset  street  spacious  and  commodious  rooms  at  a 
rent  of  .$1500  and  taxes,  having  an  exclusive  entrance 
thereto,  the  same  having  been  occupied  heretofore  as 
a  schoolroom. 

Alderman  Power  moved  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  said  there  appeared  to  he  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  the  Board  as  to  the  necessity  of 
going  out  of  the  City  Hall  for  office  accommodations. 
and  it  was  believed  other  rooms  at  a  less  rate  could 
be  had.  He  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid  over  an- 
other week,  and  thai  the  petition  just  read  would  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buiklnigs.  He 
had  been  assured  that  the  I'ooms  in  question  were 
large,  light  and  airy,  a  capital  place  for  tlie  Board  of 
Health  or  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  and  they 
could  be  had  for  $1,500  instead  of  $10,000. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  had  no  objection  to  lay- 
ing over  the  order,  yet  he  had  received  a  note  from 
the  parties  in  charge  of  the  Missionary  Biii!ding,wish- 
ing  to  be  released  from  their  offer,  unless  the  build- 
ins  was  engaged  at  once.  These  rooms  iniglit  lie  lo.st  liy 
delay,  and  it  might  lie  very  difficult  to  g(  t  ^uch  rooms 
as  may  be  wanted,  if  this  opportunity  slioiild  be  lost. 
His  belief  was  that  it  was  tho  best  tiling  for  the  city 
to  hire  these  rooms.  It  had  been  sai(l  that  there 
•were  other  rooms  to  be  had  in  Pemberlon  square, 
but  he  had  made  inquiries,  and  could  find  none.  He 
had  inquired  also  whether  the  price  for  tlie  building 
was  extravagant,  but  could  not  learn  tlmt  it  was  so. 
They  may  lose  tlie  Iniilding  unless  the  order  is  soon 
adopted. 

Alderman  Power  believed  they  had  nothing  to  risk. 
The  rent  of  the  building  proposed  to  lie  hired  was  ex- 
orbitant, and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
accommodations  much  more  reasonable.  It  was  true 
the  building  was  i)leasantly  situated,  more  so  than 
any  other,  unless  on  the  other  corniT;  but  other 
rooms  could  be  had  at  a  lower  rent.  Yet  they  did 
not  need  accommodations  outside  of  the  City 
Hall,  .and  they  could  get  along  for  two  or  three  years 
as  they  hud  done,  without  detriment  to  the  public 
business.  There  was  ample  room  in  the  City  Hall  for 
all  parties,  and  this  Board  was  the  proper  place  to 
decide  the  question.  He  cotdd  not  run  round  to  the 
various  offices  to  see  what  more  accommodations 
they  wanted,  and  they  were  to  decide  how  it  was  ad- 
visable to  get  along  and  not  expend  more  of  the  pub- 
lic money  than  necessary. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  the  gentleman  had 
not  visited  the  building  in  question  to  see  w'hat  its 
accommodations  were.  He  had  made  inquiries  in 
Pemberton  sc^uare,  and  was  assured  that  there  was 
no  building  to  rent.  He  had  also  inquired  of  those 
fvbo  were  good  judges,  who  said  the  rent  asked  for 
■was  not  extravagant,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  a 
good  investment;  by  the  city,  for  they  needed  more 
room.  If  the  object  was  to  save  money,  they  might 
liire  cheap  rooms,  and  let  tlie  rooms  in  the  City  Hall. 
He  had  not  gone  among  officers  to  inquire  whether 
they  wanted  more  room,  but  knew  that  all  tlie  de- 
partments were  not  accommodated. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  went  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  10  to  look  at  the  building  it  was  proposed 
to  hire,  and  was  well  satisfied  with  the  rooms.  He 
had  examined  them  and  believed  it  would  be  a  good 
trade  for  any  one  who  wished  them.  They  would 
afford  good  accommodations  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  wanted.  He  should  be  reluctant  to 
go  from  the  City  Hall  if  accommodations  could  be 
had  here,  and  if  accommodations  could  be  had  he  had 
nothing  to  say.  More  rooms  they  must  have, 
and  he  knew  of  none  so  eligible  as  those  pro- 
posed. There  were  other  rooms  to  let  in  Pemberton 
square,  less  commodious  and  at  a  less  rent,  but  if  we 
could  secure  these  they  will  be  better  suited.  He 
had  no  objection  to  having  the  order  laid  over. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  was  understood  the  Board 
of  Health  would  not  be  satisfied  to  go  upon  the  lower 
Hocr  of   the  Citv  Hall,  and  if  so,  the  measure  would 


be  defeated  in  the  other  branch.     There  was  no  alter- 
native, then,  but  to  go  out  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  had  heard  of  rooms  to 
rent  in  Montgomery  place,  at  $301)0.  but  these  were 
not  to  be  had  and  they  \vould  not  be  so  well  adapted 
to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  needed.  It  was 
possible  some  of  the  Aldermen  knew  something 
about  them.  . 

Alderman  Clark  said  ho  did  not  believe  the  Alder- 
men were  conversant  with  such  rooms.  There  would, 
be  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Wednesday  or  Thurs- 
day, and  it  may  be  necessary  to  go  outside  of  the 
City  Hall  for  rooms.  Meantime  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  can  look  at  the  rooms  which  have 
been  offered  in'the  church  on  Somerset  street,  which 
are  large  and  airy.  These  rooms  have  been  used  for 
a  young  ladies"  school,  and  may  be  all  that  are  wanted 
for  the"  Board  of  Healtli  or  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions.  As  the  price  is  low,  they  were  worth 
looking  at.  Rooms  must  be  had,  fin-  the  Board  of 
Health  could  not  continue  to  occupy  their  present 
quarters  without  eontraetnig  disease.  As  there  were 
no  other  rooms  here  which  they  can  have,  they  must 
be  had  outside.  'I'he  rent  of  the  Missionary  Building 
would  not  be  $7000  alone,  but  $2500  additional  for 
fitting  the  rooms  up. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  shoe  pinches  where  he 
supposed  it  would.  There  were  no  rooms  which  suit 
those  who  are  to  occupy  them.  No  doubt  the  Parker 
House  would  be  a  much  pleasanter  place.  But  the 
Board  v\'ere  to  be  the  judges  of  the  rooms.  There 
were  rooms  enough  in  the  City  Hall,  and  they  were 
to  decide  who  were  to  maliC  use  of  them.  The  ex- 
ptnseof  the  building  proposed  would  be  from  $25,- 
000  or  $30,000.1  or  t  he  alterations  would  amount  to  more 
than  the  rent.  There  were  other  rooms  in  Pemberton 
square,  if  necessary,  to  be  liad,  which  would  not  cost 
more  than  .$3500  rent,  and  would  give  three-quarters 
as  much  accommodation  as  the  Missionary  Building. 
There  were  no  doubt  ample  rooms  in  the  church  if 
they  wore  needed. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  lie  wished  to  settle  this 
questicm,  and  he  would  leave  it  to  that  gentleman  as. 
a  committee  to  assign  rooms  to  all  the  occupants  in 
the  City  Hall. 

Alderman  Power  believed  there  would  be  little  diffi- 
culty ill  settling  the  matter  in  fifteen  minutes.  If  the 
occupants  did  not  like  their  rooms,  others  could  be 
found  who  would  accept  them,  and  they  would  not 
dare  dissent  from  the  assignment. 

Aldeimiin  Sayward  flid  not  believe  there  would  be 
any  dread,  for  tlie  elections  were  all  settled  for  the 
year,  and  the  AkU^rmen  were  safe  in  their  places  for 
the  year. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  order  over  was  carried,  and 
the  petitiim  of  the'Baptist  church  was  referred  to  the 
committee  with  the  request  that  they  visit  the  rooms 
in  question. 

SALAET    BILL. 

The  report  and  orders  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  sev- 
eral city  officers  for  1873^  (City  Doc.  27),  was  taken 
up.  The  changes  from  the  previous  year,  as  indi- 
cated by  a  porticm  of  the  report  already  published, 
are  as  follows. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  Teasurer's  office 
is  increased  $]f)00,  another  clerk  being  required  to 
collect  assessments  for  betterment,  etc. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  Auditor's  office 
is  increased  $700. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  City  Clerk's 
office  is  increased  .$200. 

The  salary  of  the  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees  is 
increased  $2",0. 

The  salary  of  the  Assistant-Messenger  is  increased 
$300. 

The  salary  of  the  City  Surveyor  is  increased  $500. 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Health  is  in- 
creased $300. 

The  salary  of  the  City  Physician  is  increased  from 
$1,500  to  $3000.  Fndcr  the  new  organization  of  the 
Health  Department,  it  appears  that  the  entire  time  of 
the  City  Physician  will  be  reqired  in  the  service  of 
the  city  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  City  Registrar's 
office  is  increased  $1300,  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional clerk  having  been  found  necessary. 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  in- 
creased $300. 

The  salary  of  tlie  Superintendent  of  Buildings  is' in- 
creased $300. 

The  salarv  of  the  Chief  Truant  Officer  is  increased 
$300. 

The  allowance  for  clerk  hire  in  the  Assessor's  De- 
partment is  increased  $1000. 

The  total  amount  of  increase  recommended  is — on 
salaries,  $37.50;  on  clerk  hire.  $4860. 

The  salary  of  Inspector  of  Provisions,  a  new  office, 
is  fixed  at  $2000. 
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'i'he  saliiric's  under  the  lii-nt  onler  were  passed  with- 
out, coiiiuiciit,  until  that  of  the  Olei'k  of  Committees 
was  readied,  wlieri  Alderman  Claik  moved  to  increase 
it  from  p.'iOl)  to  |;i8l)0.  In  support  of  the  amen(hnent. 
he  stated  that  the  present  salary  was  iinidequate  for 
the  service  performed.  He  commi'nded  tin' Clei'k  of 
Committees  as  one  of  the  most  eflicient  ofticers  in  the 
City  Hall,  whose  duties  were  arduous,  and  from 
whom  the  members  of  the  City  G«\'ernment  and 
those  connected  with  different  departments  received 
much  assistance  and  information. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  carried. 

On  reading  section  five  of  the  second  order,  li.xing 
the  salary  of  the  Harbor  Master,  Alderman  Clark  in- 
quired the  duties  of  that  olticer,  and  said  he  had  un- 
derstood the  office  might  be  abolished. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  the  office  could  not 
be  abolished,  although  it  was  possible  a  change  could 
be  made  in  relation  to  it.  The  Harbor  Master  must 
be  a  person  familiar  with  the  harbor  and  with  its 
lines,  so  that  in  the  anchoring  of  vessels  they  shall 
not  interfere  with  the  commerce  of  the  port:'and  it 
was  his  duty  that  no  interference  was  made  with  the 
shipping.  It  was  his  duty  also  to  furnish  berths  for 
vessels,  and  to  see  to  the'  removal  of  obstructions  by 
vessels  sunk.  He  supposed  thei  Alderman  had  got 
his  impression  from  statements  that  the  Harbor  Po- 
lice might  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  They 
might  if  they  were  good  pilots.  There  was  no  coni- 
plaint  against  the  present  incumbc^iit  of  the, office,  and 
he  presumed  he  does  his  duty.  The  office  was  not  so 
important  as  in  New  York,  'where  the  profits  were 
$50,000  a  year. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  explanation  was  satisfac- 
tory, for  he  had  understood  that  the  duties  of  the 
office  could  be  performed  by  the  Harbor  Police,  and 
that  the  office  was  of  little  consequence. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  was  a  duty  of  the  Harbor 
Master  to  see  to  keeping  the  channel  open.  But 
there  were,  beI^ides  the  Harbor  Master,  the  Harbor 
Police,  Harbor  Committee  and  the  flre  boat,  and 
most  of  them  liad  not  much  to  do.  Possibly  tliere 
might  be  some  saving  by  combining  the  duties  of 
these  offices. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  was  in- 
creased from  $1.)()0  to  $3000.  The  Alderman  bore  tes- 
timony to  the  faithfulness  and  capacity  of  the  present 
incumbent  of  the  office,  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  he  observed, 
was  richly  entitled  to  the  increase. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Section  3  of  the  order  relating  to  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  to  the  Committee  on  Health  was  stricken  out, 
provision  liaviug  been  made  otherwise  for  the  said 
office. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  section  four  of  the  same 
order,  fixing  the  salary  of  the  City  Pliysician  at  $3000, 
and  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

The  ordinance  m  relation  to  the  new  Board  of 
Healtli  he  said  he  had  something  to  do  with  framing, 
and  it  was  believed  the  physician  to  be  appointed  as 
a  member  of  the  board  would  act  as  City  Physician, 
for  he  could  do  all  its  duties  without  any  trouble.  In 
view  of  the  intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  ordi- 
nance, when  the  duties  of  the  City  Physician  wonld  be 
lessened,  and  action  had  been  taken  for  a  general 
vaccination,  which  was  one  of  the  principal  and  most 
disagreeable  duties,  with  most  of  the  labor  taken 
from  him,  and  to  double  the  salary,  was  out  of  all 
reason.  The  proposal  would  raise  the  salary  to  that 
of  most  of  the  heads  of  departments,  who  devote 
their  whole  time  to  the  city,  and  whose  responsibili- 
ties amounted  to  hnndreds  of  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  lie  would  labor  only  just  as  much  as  he  pleased. 

No  one  could  serve  two  masters,  and  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  increase  of  salary  unless  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  defined.  He  could  not  either  make  such 
a  distinction  between  the  salary  of  this  officer  and 
that  of  the  physician  who  was  confined  to  the  island. 
The  intentions"  of  the  committee  were  that  the  mem- 
ber of  the  board  who  was  a  physician  should  perform 
all  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  he  did  not  see  why  he 
could  not.  Such,  too,  were  the  intentions  of  "  the 
whole  City  Government  in  establishing  the  new  Board 
of  Health.  If  the  City  Physician  was  to  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  city,  he  should  not  object  to  the 
salary. 

Alderman  Stebbins  read  from  the  ordinance  defin- 
ing the  duties  of  the  office,  and  stated  that  in  the  dis- 
charjfe  of  duties  in  ascertaining  can.ses  of  death  in 
certain  cases,  which  he  was  required  to  do,  there 
would  be  a  saving  of  $600  a  year,  which  was  now 
paid  out,  as  he  learned  from  the  City  Registrar  was 
the  case  last  year. 

Alderman  Power  stated  that  four  physicians  had 
been  employed  in  each  ward  in  vaccinating  the  peo- 
ple, and  there  wouldlse  but  little  of  that  to  do.  He 
woiild  make  no  objection  if  the  City  Physician  was 
to  give   his  whole  time  to  the  city,  as  the   Board    of 


Health  were  expected  to  do,  but  there  was  where  the 
trouble  comes,  that  he  had  a  different  standing  from 
other  officers.  Before  increasing  the  salary  he  hoped 
Ihe  ordinance  would  be  altered  so  tliat  the  City  Physi- 
cian should  attend  to  no  other  business. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  if  the  Alderman  would 
offer  an  amendment  to  that  effect  he  would  agree  to 
it.  He  did  not  know  who  the  City  Physician  will  be 
for  another  year,  and  his  remarks  seemed  to  reflect 
upon  the  present  City  Physician. 

Alderman  Power  denied  that  it  was  any  reflection 
upon  the  present  City  Physician. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  he  happened  to 
know  that  the  present  City  Physician  had  faithfully 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  more  than  the  pub- 
lic were  aware  of.  His  labors  were  not  only  during 
the  day,  but  extended  far  into  the  night.  He  had 
given  lip  his  private  practice  and  also  the  office  con- 
nected with  the  Dispensary,  to  devote  himself  en- 
tirely to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Clark  did  not  suppose  the  office  was  to 
be  abolished  by  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  nor  that  the  duties  were  increased  by  the 
board,  an  able  physician  being  comprised  in  it. 
In  years  past  the  office  had  been  thought  to  be  desira- 
ble at  a  salary  of  $1500  a  year,  and  it  would  be  a  little 
singular  if  the  labor  should  be  more  arduous  with  the 
duties  diminished.  It  was  a  fact  that  the  office  had 
been  much  sought  after,  yet  for  an  able  man  to  de- 
vote himself  entirely  to  the  duties  of  the  office  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  his  services  could  be  had 
tor  less  than  $3000.  He  asked  that  the  section  be 
stricken  out  and  laid  on  the  table,  that  they  might  be 
better  informed  as  to  what  was  expected  of  that 
officer. 

The  motion  was  carried — 6  to  5. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers  was  increased  to  $3500. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  was  increased  to  .$3800;  in 
support  of  which  he  said,  that  while  he  agreed  as  to  the 
ethcieucy  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  ought  to  have  as  large  a  salary  as 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  had.  as  so  large  interests 
were  committed  to  his  charge. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  was  increased  to 
$381)0. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Printing  to  $3000.  It  was  a 
new  office,  he  said,  and  he  had  been  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  during  his  whole  service  in 
the  Board,  and  while  he  was  opposed  to  raising  the 
salary  last  year,  he  had  found  the  superintendent  to 
be  an  honest  and  faithful  officer,  and  through  the  cre- 
ation of  the  office  a  great  saving  had  been  effected.  It 
was  due  chiefly  to  his  honesty  and  integrity  that  these 
results  had  been  brought  about,  and  his  salary  should 
he  increased. 

Alderman  Gaflield  said  it  was  designed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  to  ask  for  an  increase  of  the  sala- 
ry, and  it  would  have  been  reported  favorably  upon, 
but  it  was  too  late  for  the  report.  He  heartily  agreed 
with  the  remarks  of  the  preceding  Alderman." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Federal-street  Bridge  to 
$1300,  the  double  draw  requiring  two  additional  as- 
sistants, and  with  the  increase  it  would  yield  him 
only  about  as  much  as  he  had  been  receiving. 

Alderman  Gibson  inquired  if  he  fed  his  own  horses. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  he  supposed  the  city 
fed  the  horses.  An  additional  horse  would  also  b(; 
required. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  section  relating  to  salaries  of  truant  officers 
was  stricken  out  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Gib.son  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  from 
$3500  to  $3800,"  and  said  he  deserved  every  dollar  of 
that  amount. 

Alderman  Clark  advocated  the  motion  as  a  matter 
of  justice  to  a  faithful  and  efhcient  officer.  If  there 
was  an  elticient  Fire  Department  in  the  I'niled  States 
it  was  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  if  there  was  an  offi- 
cer who  did  his  duty  faithfully  and  honestlv,  tt  was 
the  present  Chief- Kngineer. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Aldeiman  Sayward  moved  to  strike  from  section  four 
of  the  order  relating  to  thc^  Fire  Department,  the 
words,  "except  those  located  in  Ward  10,"  believing 
the  duties  of  the  firemen  in  that  locality  to  be  as 
much  and  as  worthy  of  full  pay  as  those  of  other 
sections  of  the  city. 

Alderman  GibsJui  iii(|iiire(l  if  they  performed  as 
much  service. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  tiial  they  ilid  not  do  as 
much  as  some  firemen  did,  but  they  did  as  much  as 
those  of  East  Boston,  South  Boston  and  I?oxbury. 
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Alderman  Gibson  objected  to  paying  as  iniicli.  if 
not  as  much  service  was  rendered.  ' 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  as  mucli  service 
was  rendered  as  by  those  of  the  sections  mentioned 
by  biiu. 

Alderman  Power  stated  that  those  firemen  may  not 
be  called  out  so  often,  but  they  had  more  groaud  to 
travel  over,  and  as  their  duties  had  become  more  ar- 
duous, they  shonid  be  put  on  an  equal  footing  with 
others. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  understood  their  duties 
were  not  quite  so  great  last  year,  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  increase  their  pai'. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  asked  to  increase  the 
pay  last  year,  but  it  was  not  looked  upon  so  favorably 
as  now,  when  their  duties  had  iaicreased,  and  the 
alarms  in  that  section  had  been  more  frequent  than 
last  year. 

Alderman  Gil)son  moved  a  reference  of  the  section 
to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Uepanment. 

Alderman  Sayward  did  not  object  to  a  reference, 
but  conlended  tliat  the  lireuien  of  tliat  section 
should  be  cm  an  equal  footing  with  those  of  other 
sections  of  the  city,  iheir  labors  being  more  than  those 
of  East  Boston. 

Alderman  (^uincy  was  of  the  belief  that  for  disci- 
pline and  lor  efficiency  of  the  force,  there  should  be 
no  discriminations  in  regard  to  pay.  They  were  all 
under  the  same  orders  and  were  liable  to  be  called  out 
at  any  time. 

Alderman  Clark  did  not  understand  tluit  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Department  were  (ui  duty  so  nmch  as 
members  of  the  police  in  the  same  ward,  and  while 
the  police  performed  tlie  same  amount  of  duty  in  all 
sections  ol  the  city,  the  firemen  in  that  section  were 
not  called  out  one-sixtli  asnnich  as  in  tlieold  sections 
of  the  city,  in  which  (here  was  luirdly  a  night  in 
which  they  were  not  called  out  from  one  to  tiiree  or 
four  times.  The  pay  might  be  loo  nuich  in  some 
sections,  but  the  cases  of  the  firemen  and  police  were 
dillerent. 

Alderman  Power  did  aiot  believe  the  ditferenee  in 
labor  was  as  much  as  the  dilference  in  pay.  The  pay 
was  not  half  .-is  much  us  it  ought  to  be,  and  he  believ- 
ed it  to  be  better  to  have  the  pay  equal.  There  was  a 
difference  in  the  service  of  ibe  police,  who  had  the 
same  pay,  between  a  beat  on  JMorth  street  and  one  in 
Ward  16. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  no  firemen  haa  a  cleaner 
record  than  had  those  of  this  city,  but  he  failed  to  see 
so  much  service  performed  by  those  of  Ward  Iti, 
and  he  thought  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  were  a 
reflection  upon  the  services  of  firemen. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  designed  no  reflection  in 
his  remarks.  The  pay  of  firemen  was  about  $300  a 
year,  while  tliat  of  policemen  was  $3  a  day.  If  there 
was  no  alarm  there  was  no  diseouiu  on  the  pay,  and 
the  firemen  should  be  so  paid,  that  when  their  duties 
were  extraordinary,  they  would  not  expect  to  have 
any  additional  pay.  There  was  no  belter  Fire  De- 
partment than  in  Boston,  and  the  firemen  of  Ward  16 
let  themselves  to  go  when  they  were  called.  They 
were  ready  and  willing  to  go  when  they  were  called 
upon,  and  found  no  fiinlt  in  being  called  out. 

Alderman  Sayward  s.aid  the  Alderman  from  Ward  4 
had  stated  the  question  fairly,  that  there  should  be 
no  difference  in  the  pay  of  firemen,  wlio  were  all  lia- 
ble to  be  called  upon  at  all  times,  and  were  ready  and 
willing  to  discharge  their  duties.  If  it  was  not 
enough,  he  wonld  agree  to  \'ote  for  more.  It  was 
true  tuat  some  of  the  firemen  had  more  duty  to  per- 
form than  others,  but  justice  required  that  after  work- 
ing for  three  years  for  less  pay,  the  pay  of  these  fire- 
men should  be  the  same  as  the  rest  of"  the  firemen  of 
the  city. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  in  doing  justice  to  all 
parts  of  the  city,  and  that  there  should  '  be  no  goug- 
ing. Those  who  do  double  the  duty  of  others  should 
have  more  pay.  and  there  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  pay  all  alike.  They  should  meet  the  question 
squarely,  and  talk  to  the  mark,  and  those  who  do 
double  duty  should  have  double  pay. 

Alderman  Sayward  was  willing  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion squarely,  and  as  the  firemeii  of  East  Boston  do 
not  half  the  duty  that  the  firemen  of  No,  4  do,  they 
should  not  have  so  much  pay. 

Alderman  Quincy  again  olsjected  to  discrimination 
in  the  way  of  discipline,  and  illustrated  it  by  army 
life,  for  while  one  regiment  may  be  assigned  to 
charge  of  trains  in  the  rear  and  have  an  easier  time, 
they  may  at  another  time  be  called  to  the  front.  So 
it  would  happen  in  the  cases  of  the  firemen,  that,  at 
times,  some  of  them  would  have  easier  duties  than 
others. 

Alderman  Gaftield  referred  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  reduced  pay  of  firemen  of  Ward  16 
was  established.  Immediately  before  annexation  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  voted  to  purchase  six  steam 
engines,  as  many  as  were  in  the  old  portion  of  Boa- 


ton;  and  as  so  many  were  not  needed,  it  was  agreed 
that  if  ail  were  retained  in  service  the  firemen  were 
to  serve  at  less  pay. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  it  was  true  they 
had  six  engines,  but  there  were  no  more  than  there 
were  when  Dorchester  was  a  town. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department  was  carried, and  section  five,rolating  to  the 
salaries  of  assistant  foremen,  etc.,  with  a  similar  ex- 
ception aliplyiug  to  Ward  16,  was  also  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Alderman  Sayard  moved  to  strike  out  section  seven, 
fixing  the  salaries  of  members  of  companies  in  Ward 
16,  and  this  also  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Fire 
Department, 

Some  discussion  occurred  upon  the  pay  of  the  men 
of  the  fire  boat.  Alderman  Power  inquiring  why  any 
of  them  should  have  more  pay  than  the  firemen,  or 
those  of  the  same  class,  on  shore,  wiiile  those  on  the 
boat  were  furnished  also  with  their  board. 

Alderman  Gibson  seated  that  these  men  were  re- 
quired to  be  on  the  lioat  all  the  time,  and  they  would 
prefer  paying  their  own  board  if  they  could  go  home. 

Alderman  Stebliins  said  the  pay  was  the  same  as 
was  paid  on  the  tug  boats. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  to  increase  the  pay  of  Fir.st 
Assistant-Assessors  from  $T  to  $8  per  day. 

Alderman  Clark  opposed  the  amendment,  believing 
that  $7  a  day  was  good  pay  for  the  time  employed. 

Alderman  Brown  believed  the  pay  to  be  small  for 
the  value  of  the  services  performed,  and  stated  in  re- 
ply to  questions  that  it  was  expected  they  would  be 
employed  eight  hours  a  day,  and  that  was  the  amount 
of  time  which  he  gave  to  the  city  in  his  office.  The 
increase  for  4.5  days"  service  would  give  an  aggregate 
of  but  $1200.  which  was  extremely  small. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  supposed  that  not 
more  than  four  or  five  hours  were  devoted  to 
the  duties,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  many  of  them 
were  as  faithful  as  was  the  alderman  while  acting  as 
Assessor- 
It  was  further  objected  to  increasing  the  pay  while 
there  were  so  many  anxious  to  be  elected  to  the  olfice, 
and  Alderman  <4il)soii  expressed  the  belief  that  the 
services  of  the  Second  Assistant-Assessors  might  be 
dispensed  with  after  getting  through  with  the  out-of- 
door  work. 

Alderman  Power  urged  as  an  objection  against  in- 
crease of  pay,  that  most  of  the  Assistant-Assessors 
attended  to  oilier  business. 

The  motion  tn  amend  was  lost. 

The  several  orders  having  been  passed.  Alderman 
Clark  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Public  Library,  with  a  view  to 
its  increase. 

Aldermen  Gaflleld  and  Quincy  favored  the  recon- 
sideration, in  remarks  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  Su- 
perintendent, whose  services  would  command  gueater 
pay  elsewhere. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried,  and  the  salary 
was  increased  to  $3,500. 

Aldfu-man  Sayward  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
section  establishing  the  salaiy  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Health,  with  a  view  to  an  increase. 

Aldermen  Gibson  and  Hulbert  opposed  any  in- 
crease, believing  that  the  duties  could  not  be  in- 
creased by  the  establishment  of  the  new  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  the  duties  had  not  been 
lessened. 

Alderman  Gibson  further  objected,  that  if  each 
Alderman  increased  the  salaries  of  the  department 
under  him.  he  should  be  obliged  to  ask  for  a  similar 
increase  of  those  with  which  he  was  connected,  other- 
wise he  would  be  found  fault  with. 

Alderman  Slebbins  stated  that  the  committee  had 
reported  an  increase  of  this  salary  of  $300. 

Alderman  (Jaflield  proposed  a  compromise  to  in- 
crease the  salary  $-200,  instead  of  $500,  as  at  first  de- 
signed by  the  m'over,  which  would  make  it  $3,500,  an 
increase  of  the  same  amount  with  other  departments. 

The  amendment  as  proposed  was  carried,  and  the 
salary  was  fixed  at  $3,500. 

The  several  orders  were  passed,  together  with  a 
concluding  one  that  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  be  di- 
rected to  pay  to  the  several  officers  of  Suffolk  County 
the  amounts  prescribed  by  law  to  lie  paid  by  the 
county  of  Suffolk. 

rAPBKS   FROM   THE   COMMON     rOUNfll,. 

The  petitions  of  P.  Campbell  &  Son,  E.  C.  Drew 
and  a  conimunication  from  the  Board  of  Engineers 
of  the  Fire  Department,  were  severally  referred,  in 
concurrence. 

The  report  ileave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Pear- 
son Brothers  &-  Co.  and  others,  fo*  the  location  of  ad- 
ditional fire  appara.tiis  in  Norfolk  avenue,  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  report  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
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five  Affairs  the  subject  of  placiug  the  contnil  ol'  stii- 
bles  in  tlie  hantts  of  tlic  Koarrl  of  Health,  ranie  up  for 
{'oncurrenee. 

Aldevnian  Saywai'd  said  this  matter  linrt  beiui  be 
fore  the  Board  in  one  form  once,  yet  if  tbe  Hoard  saw- 
lit,  to,  they  would  pass  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  reference   to  the  t'onnuittee   on    the   City    Kn 
gineer\s  Department  of  an   order  for  an  inspection 
and  survey  of  tlie   arch   entrances   to   the   towers  of 
the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  Station   on   Causeway 
street,  being  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  the  reference  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  as 
more  appropriate,  in  which  case,  the  services  of  the 
Engiiieer  might  be  called,  if  necessary. 

This  motion  was  debated  on  the  question  of  appro- 
priateness, an  ob,iection  being  made  that  a  delay 
would  be  caused  by  sending  the  matter  back  to  the 
other  branch,  and  if  the  building  in  ciuestion  needed 
an  examination  it  should  be  done  at  once. 

The  motion  was  withdiawn,  when   the  Board  non 
concurred  in  the  reference,  and  the  order  was  passed 
requesting  the  City  Engineer  to  make  the  inspection 
and  survey  proposed. 

FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSOH. 

The  election  of  Artemas  B.  Holden  as  a  First- 
Assistant-Assessor,  in  place  of  James  Dennie,  chosen 
by  this  Board,  came  up,  when  the  Board  proceeded  to 
an  election,  resulting  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Jauies  Dennie 10 

Artemas  R.  Holden 2 

Mr.  Dennie  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in  non- 
concurrrence. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  that  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be  author- 
ized to  employ  a  principal  clerk  and  such  assistants 
as  the  Committee  on  Health  may  deem  necessary  for 
his  department. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $10,000  in 
addition  to  the  amount  appropriated  for  engine 
house,  Ward  14. 

Order  for  a  release  to  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road of  all  claims  for  damages  on  account  of  raising 
certain  estates  on  Washington  and  Orange  streets, 
on  payment  to  city  of  $8000  therefor. 

REPORTS    OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows: 

Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  to  give  dramatic  entertainments 
at  Institute  "Hall,  February  24  and  3T:  B.  F.  O'Don- 
nell,  to  give  a  musical  entertainment  at  Sumner  Hall, 
February  2.5;  also  to  twenty-five  newsboys  and  three 
bootblacks:  to  Aaron  D.  Capen  and  William  H.  Mer- 
riam,  as  auctioneers,  and  to  sundry  per.sons  for  bil- 
liard saloons,  wagon  licenses  and  dealers  In  second- 
hand articles.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables  as  follows:  P.  S.  Morton, 
to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  four  additional  horses 
on  First"  street,  between  I  and  K  streets:  Allen  & 
Guthrie,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stabls  for  two  horses  at 
ISti  Border  street:  Charles  Shuler,  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  at  472  Saratoga  street:  and  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  M.  T.  Downing,  for  leave 
to  erect  additional  stalls  in  stable  on  Fourth  street, 
South  Boston.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  .same  committee,  re-' 
ported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Jane  Louge 
for  compensation  as  a  nurse;  also  on  petition  of 
E.  E.  Hill  to  be  compensated  for  supplies  furnished 
and  property  destroyed,  on  account  of  his  house.  No. 
tit)  Hudson  street,  being  used  as  a  smallpox  hospital. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Committee  on  Water, 
to  whom  was  referred  as  unfinished  business  of  last 
year,  the  order  in  relation  to  establishing  a  drinking 
fountain  on  the  corner  of  Cabot  and  Treinont  streets, 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  order  he  re- 
ferred to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, to  whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of 
Samuel  S.  Perkins  and  others  of  ITpton  street  against 
the  location  of  Hose  Company  No.  !i  on  said  street, 
nrade  a  report  that  the  committee  was  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  the  hose  company  should  be  located 
further  south  if  removed  from  its  prrseut  site,  and 
that  no  action  is  necessary.     .Accepted. 

ORDERS    PASSED. 

On  ni«ti(ni  of  Ald(*man  Quincy— 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  following-named 
persons  the  sums  hereinafter  set  against  their  re- 
spective names,  being  the  amounts  of  the   verdicts, 


interest  and  costs  recovered  by  them  respectively  for 
land  taken  and  damages  sustained  by  them  by  the 
widening  of  Washington  avenue,  in  the  city  of  Chel- 
sea, by  an  order  of  the  County  Commissioners  of 
Middlesex  County,  passed  (Ui  the  first  Tuesday,  1872, 
upon  their  giving  due  acquittance  and  receipt  there- 
for, vi/,.:  James  Blaisdell,  ifillS  .57;  Silas  R.  Curry, 
.t(il3  74;  Thomas  H.  Greeley,  $784  04;  Hamlett  Bates, 
.f2121  88;  Sarah  II.  Loomis,  wife  of  Jason  B.  Loomis, 
$1,517  45;  Jo.seph  W.  Cookson,  $61:^  70;  Oliver  S.  Ca- 
lef,  .f  lOOfi  48;  Mary  Jane  Bosson,  wife!  of  George.  C. 
Bosson,  $1050  10;  ' Nancy  Thwaites,  wifeof  William 
G    Th\\'aitcs,  $400  37. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  passed  by  this 
hoard  on  the  22d  January  last  as  authorized  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money  to  either  of  said  persons,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Quincy  explained  with  reference -to  the 
above,  thai  when  the  order  was  passed  a  few  weeks 
since,  in  relation  to  the  widening  of  Washington  av- 
enue, in  Chelsea,  it  was  believed  by  him  that  the  pay- 
ments made  under  the  order  included  the  full  amount, 
but  it  appeared  that  sonn'  of  the  parties  had  appealed 
from  the  award  of  damages,  and  the  amounts  named 
had  been  recovered  through  the  courts. 

On  moticm  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  following  bills  for  extra  services 
performed  by  police  officers  be  allowed  for  payment 
by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  provided  they  are  ap- 
proved in  the  usual  manner,  viz.: 

S.  B.  Hueston,  $19;  Clark  T.  Tripp.  $12;  Luther  C. 
Bailey,  Patrick  Coakley,  Gilman  F.  Decatur,  Jacob 
Karciier,  Isaiah S.  Robinson,  $9 each;  Michael  Crosby, 
Stephen  J).  Gardner,  William  H.  Hubbard,  Roswell 
M.  Lyon,  John  F.  Metzger,  Martin  R.  Shay,  Joseph 
W.  Weeks.  Eben  T.  Hitchcock,  $0  each;"  Andrew 
Lyman,  James  H.  Baxter,  Samuel  \V.  Marsh,  Joseph 
Parker,  $--i  each. 

A  question  was  raised  whether  the  sums  above- 
named  were  proper  payments,  it  being  supposed  that 
the  police  were  only  iii  the  proper  discharge  of  their 
duties,  but  these  charges,  it  was  said,  were  for  extra 
duties  after  the  regular  service  of  the  day  was  per- 
formed, some  of  them  in  attendance  upon  the  small- 
pox hospitals. 

WIDENING  OF    PEDBEAX  STREET, 

.\lderman  Clark  presented  a  petition  from  George 
C.  Richardson,  Charles  W.  Freeland  and  many  oth- 
ers, setting  forth  as  their  belief  that  the  northerly 
portion  of  Federal  street,  near  Milk  street,  should  be 
wideneci  on  the  easterly  side,  and  that  to  make  tte 
widening  as  contemplated,  on  the  westerly  side,  would 
be  a  grave  error.  They  therefore  ask  thiit  a  hearing 
be  granted  them  on  the  subject  before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  Street  Commission- 
ers were  nearly  ready  to  report  upon  the  widening  of 
Congress,  Federal  street  and  Oliver  street  extended, 
and  nearly  aTl  the  other  streets,  including  all  of  Con- 
gress street  except  from  Water  street  to  State  street. 
He  did  not  see  how  they  could  refuse  to  hear  the  pe- 
titioners, and  he  moved  that  a  hearing  be  granted 
to  them   on  Wednesday  at  one  o'clock. 

It  was  voted  to  give"  a  hearing  at  the  time  desig- 
nated. 

Alderman  Sayward  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  prepare  photographs  and  plans 
of  several  schoolhoiises  at  an  expense  nol  exceeding 
the  sum  of  $.500,  and  to  loan  the  same  to  tbe  State 
Commissioner  on  Education  for  the  Vienna  Exposi- 
tion: the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  Ap- 
propriation for  Schoolhcuises,  Public  Buildings. 

Aldermen  Power  and  Gibson  opposed  the  order  as 
a  needless  expense,  and  not  justifiable,  and  it  was  ad- 
vocated by  Aldermen  Sayward,  Clark  and  Gaffield, 
who  believed  there  might  be  soini'  utility  in  if.  while 
the  pictures  and  plans  would  be  loaned  only,  and  not 
a  gift  as  was  asserted.  Alderman  Sayward  did  not 
suppose  the  expense  would  exceed  $3"00, 

The  order  was  rejected,  and  Alderman  Clark  moved 
a  reconsideration,  (ui  which  tbe  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  5  to  7,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Clark,  Emery,  (Jultield,  Quincy,  Sayward. 

Nays—Bigelow.  Brown,  Cutter,  Gibson,'  Hnlbert, 
Power,  Stebbins. 

M  KTUOPOLITAN    RAILROAD   STAlil.E. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  order  to  lo- 
cate I  lie  in-oposed  stable  for  the  Metroiiolitan  Rail- 
road on  Bartlett  street  and  Shuwmnt  avenue,  -'at 
least  one  hundred  feel,  from  any  public  streel  or 
way,"  was  taken  from  the  table  aiid  considered. 

Ahhu'inaii  Power  opijosed  tlu^  order  on  account  of 
its  effect  in  preventing  the  extension  of  St.  James 
street,  and  he  hojied  it  would  not  be  passed  until  the 
question  of  extending  Ihat  streef  was  di-cidcd  upon. 

Alderman  Sayward  s;iid  there  was  no  reason  for 
the  delay,  and  it  was  due   lo   Ihe  Metropolitan   Rail- 
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road  Company  that  tlicy  shniild  lie  allowoil  to  liuild 
llieir  stalilc  at  once. 

Alderman  Hulbci't  said  lie  had  uiviai  some  attention 
to  the  matter,  as  one  of  interest  to  his  si'ction  of  thv 
city,  and  it  was  his  opinion  tliat  the  building  of  the  sta- 
ble should  be  allowed.  The  opening-  of  a  new  street  the 
railroad  company  did  not  object  to,  and  were  willinfj; 
that  one  should  be  opened  wliich  would  lietter  answer 
the  purpose  designed,  in  getting  access  to  the  Public 
Library.  One  of  the  principal  movers  in  the  matter 
originally  did  not  object  to  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  afiectlng  the  question  of  the  street  opening. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

Ou  petition  oi'  J.  J.  Birkmaier  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to 
place  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  in  building  formerly 
No.  11  South  street.  Hearing  Monday,  10th  March,  4 
.P.M. 


<Jn  i)etition  of  Benjamin  Randall,  for  leave  to  place 
a  steam  (nigine  and  boiler  on  lot  i:^,  on  Chelsea  street. 
Hearing  Monday,  10th  March,  4 P.  M. 

OBDEBS   BEAD  ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alder]nau  Clark,  orders  to  pay,  heirs 
of  Joshua  Bennett  .-{iliMO.  for  land  taken  to  widen 
Bedford  strei't:  to  pay  heirs  of  Charles  O.Rogers 
$4040,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Devonshire  street;^  to 
pay  -James  M.  Beebe  $8080,  for  land  taken  to  widen 
Devonshire  street:  to  pay  .Tane  Montgomery  .|8980, 
for  laud  taken  in  the  name  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Mont- 
gomery for  the  widening  of  Summer  street;  to  pay 
John  L.  Bird  $6r)3  70,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Cot- 
tage; to  pay  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  $1380  45, 
for  land  taken  to  widen  Stougllton  street,  anij 
,f249ti  44.  for  land  taken  to  widen  Pjnchon  street. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday,  one  o'clock.  - 
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Pi'oceediii^s  of  the  Board  of  AMeviiuMi, 

FEBRUARY    QG,    1873. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  this  afternoon  at  one  o'clock,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hearing  certain  petitioners  in  relation  to  the 
widening  of  Federal  street— Alderman  Cutter,  the 
Chairman,  presiding. 

Alderman  Stebbins  suggested  that  as  there  had 
been  no  report  from  the  Street  Commissioners  as  to 
what  they  intf^nded  to  do,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
have  a  report  from  them  as  to  their  plans  in  the 
premises. 

Mr.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, stated  that  the  Committee  on  Streets 
were  familiar  with  their  plans,  and  could  give  the 
desired  information. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  it  was  the  design  of  the 
commissioners  to  make  the  proposed  widening,  part- 
ly on  one  side  and  partly  on  the  other,  while  the  peti- 
tioners wis  he  1  the  widenin;-  lobe  entirely  on  the  east- 
erly side.  'I'he  Board  wouul  be  ready  to  put  in  their 
report  tomorrow,  and  it  was  desirable  that  it  should 
be  acted  upon  at  that  time  so  that  it  might  go  for  ac- 
tion to  the  Common  Council  on  Thursday  evening. 

It  was  believed  to  be  desirable  to  have  this  hear- 
ing to  save  complaint  and  the  comments  of  the  press, 
but  neither  the  commissioners  or  the  City  Council 
had  been  the  cause  of  delay  in  widening  the  streets. 
It  had  not  been  the  commissioners,  but  individuals 
who  had  asked  for  changes  and  for  continuous  hear- 
ing, which  had  caused  the  delay. 

i).  E.  Ware  appeared  for  petitioners  and  stated 
that  they  believed  piiblic  consideration  required  the 
widening  to  be  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  street,  at 
the  outlet  of  which  it  was  abrupt  and  difficult  for  the 
travel  which  passes  through  those  streets.  To  show 
that,  he  would  call  several  witnesses. 

George  C.  Richardson  said  the  views  expressed  by 
Mr.  Ware  were  those  entertained  with  him.  He  had 
been  engaged  in  business  for  many  years  on  Federal 
street,  and  there  had  been  a  constant  difficulty  in  the 
blocking  of  the  street  at  the  corner  of  Milk  street. 
When  the  Cunningham  estate  was  cut  off  on  the  cor- 
ner, individual  owners  of  property  contributed  to  the 
slight  widening.  When  the  plans  were  first  pro- 
posed, it  was  contemplated  widening  the  street  on 
the  easterly  side,  and  that  it  was  understood  would 
be  the  widening  until  after  the  1st  January.  When 
the  proposed  change  of  widening  to  sixty  feet  and  on 
both  sides  was  determined  upon,  the  petitioners  were 
not  notified,  and  that  was  the  .aason  of  their  coming 
here. 

Federal  street  must  continue  to  be  a  great  thor- 
oughfare, and  to  widen  on  the  westerly  side  would 
be  to  bring  the  travel  against  the  new  post  office.  If 
either  street  was  to  be  widened,  he  believed  it  should 
be  Federal  street,  yet  with  the  widening  of  several 
of  the  streets  in  this  vieinity,  there  was  not  a  great 
width  required  in  widening. 

George  O.  Hovey  said  lie  had  no  interest  in  the 
matter  except  as  a  taxpayer,  but  he  had  often  been 
subject  to  blocks  at  the  corner  of  Federal,  Milk  and 
Congress  streets.  If  one  of  the  streets  was  to  be  fifty 
and  the  other  sixty,  the  sixty  should  be  Federal  street. 
The  block  where  he  mentioned  was  one  of  the  worst 
that  he  knew  of,  and  the  street  should  be  widened  on 
the  easterly  side  to  bring  the  street  more  nearly  to 
Congress  street. 

To  Alderman  Clark  he  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
Milk  street  was  to  be  widened  to  sixty  feet.  Yet 
that  would  not.be  enough  to  prevent  the  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  blocking. 

To  Mr.  Ware — There  ought  to  be  fifty  per  cent, 
more  width  at  the  corner  of  the  Streets  mentioned 
than  at  other  points,  and  if  the  widening  was  to  be 
sixty  feet,  at  the  corner  or  junction  of  the  streets,  it 
should  be  ninety  feet,  and  he  would  prefer  to  have  it 
one  hundred  feet.  The  extension  of  Franklin  street 
he  did  not  think  would  relieve  this  blocking  much. 
He  was  in  favor  of  wide  streets.  Federal  street 
should  be  sixty  and  Congress  street  fifty  feet. 

Charles  W.  Freeland  said  he  had  testified  before 
the  Street  Commissioners  that  the  widening  should 
be  done  on  the  easterly  side.  He  had  been  in  fa- 
vor of  rounding  off  the  corner  of  Milk  and  Congress 
streets,  (which  Mr.  W^are  said  the  Government  would 
objeet  to  as  a  portion  of  the  post-office  purchase). 
In  view  of  this  statement  he  believed  there  should  be 
a  rounding  off  on  the  corne.i  of  Federal  and  Milk 
streets  at  the  lower  corner.     The  appearance  of  the 


plan  exhibited  to  him  he  thought  would  take  off 
more  than  was  necessary. 

In  relation  to  the  widening  of  other  streets,  he  said 
if  it  was  understood  that  Uevonshsre  street,  from 
Milk  to  Franklin  street,  was  to  remain  at  its  present 
width  of  forty  eight  feet,  he  did  not  see  why  fifty  feet 
WHS  not  wide  enough  for  all  the  streets  running  iu 
the  same  direction  below  that  street.  The  streets 
being  near  together,  there  was  not  much  need  for 
wideiiing.  It  would  be  more  natural  to  widen  Fed- 
eral street  than  any  other,  from  its  natural  outlet. 

Charles  H.  Parker  (A.  &  A.  Lawrence  &  Co.)  con- 
curred in  the  statements  in  relation  to  blockades  at 
the  corner  of  Congress,  Milk  and  Federal  streets. 
The  standing  of  teams  in  the  vicinity  had  been  dif^- 
continued  to  cause  the  removal  of  the  difficulty,  but 
it  did  not  remedy  the  evil,  and  the  only  remedy  he 
could  see  w  as  to  cut  off  on  the  lower  corner  of  Fed- 
eral street.  The  travel  on  Federal  street  was  north- 
wardly towards  the  water,  the  outlet  being  from  Fed- 
oral  to  Congress  street.  It  was  not  so  much  conse- 
quence which  side  the  street  was  widened  provided 
the  lower  corner  should  be  widened  to  eighty  or 
ninety  feet.  In  the  property  in  which  he  was  inter- 
estecl,  he  was  willing  to  pay  reasonable  betterments 
to  secure  the  improvement  heeded. 

R.  L.  Holt  (Holt  &  Steadman),  as  a  truckman  for 
many  years,  had  known  no  other  place  in  the  city  for 
blocking  so  bad  as  the  corner  of  Milk,  Congress  and 
Federal  streets,  and  frequently  had  lost  trains  in 
going  to  the  railroad  depots  on  account  of  the  block- 
ing of  the  street.  By  taking  off  the  east  side,  wit.la 
the  widening  of  Milk  street,  a  great  relief  would  be 
afforded.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  suffering  in  going 
to  the  northerly  depots.  He  was  not  aware  until  to- 
day of  the  proposed  widening  of  Milk  street  to  sixty 
feet,  which  would  give  great  relief.  He  was  afraid 
that  the  widening  of  Milk  street  would  not  give  the 
relief  required. 

Richard  Bradford,  truckman,  gave  similar  testimo- 
ny in  relation  to  the  blocking  at  the  corner  of  Milk, 
Federal  and  Congress  streets.  The  widening  of  Milk 
street  would  not  alone  give  all  the  relief  needed,  and 
the  widening  of  Federal  street  should  be  on  the  east- 
erly side  on  account  of  the  grade,  and  to  bring  t*ie 
street  more  nearly  in  junction  with  Congress  street. 
Alouzo  Hamilton,  for  many  years  located  in  Federel 
street  and  vicinity,  had  long  been  familiar  with  the 
blocking  at  the  corners  specified,  and  on  hearing  of 
the  proposed  widening  on  the  westerly  side,  he  was 
astonished,  believing  the  convenience  of  the  public 
should  require  bringing  Federal  nearer  to  Congress 
street.  The  widening  of  Milk  street  would  by  no 
means  remedy  the  difficulty,  which  was  to  get  rid  of 
right  angles  of  the  streets. 

William  Endicott,  Jr.,  (Hovey  &  Co.,)  was  of  opin- 
ion that  the  widening  should  be  on  the  easterly  side, 
to  bring  Federal  street  nearer  to  Congress  street,  the 
natural  continuation  of  the  street.  Federal  street 
should  turn  into  Congress  street  with  as  little  inter- 
ruption as  possible. 

To  Alderman  Clark— Even  though  it  cost  from 
$150,000  to  .f200,000  more  to  widen  on  the  easterly 
side,  it  was  desirable  to  make  the  widening  when  it 
can  be  done,  so  that  it  shall  meet  the  wants  of  the 
public  for  twenty  years  to  come. 

Henry  Adams,  formerly  in  business  in  the  vicinity, 
concurred  in  the  statements  in  relation  to  the  block- 
ing at  the  corners  mentioned.  He  would  have  Fed- 
eral street  sixty  feet  in  width  from  Channing  to  Milk 
street,  deflecting  towards  Congress  street.'  There 
was  now  a  prospect  of  making  Federal  street  one  of 
the  best  avenues  in  the  city  and  it  should  be  done 
for  all  time,  as  easily  right  as  wrong.  It  would  not 
do  to  have  Federal  street  come  against  the  Post 
Office,  but  as  far  as  possible  Federal  street  and  Con- 
gress street  should  be  one  avenue,  much  more  travel 
passing  from  Congress  to  Federal  than  in  the  contin- 
uance of  Congress  street. 

L.  J.  Bradish  agreed  witli  the  other  witnesses  gen- 
erally in  regard  to  the  proposed  widening. 

George  S.  Winslow  concurred  also  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  others. 

Mr,  Herschell,  engineer,  in  the  proposed  widening 
believed  Federal  and  Congress  streets  should  be 
brought  as  near  together  as  possible,  but  the  difficulty 
was  greater  in  the  grade,  inasmuch  as  few  teams 
would  be  likely  to  turn  up  Milk  street  from  Federal 
street.  In  the  octagonal  plan  the  proposed  widening 
at  the  comer  would  take  2000  feet,  and  the  rounding 
off  about  1900  feet. 

F.  L,  Key,  teamster,  found  the  same  difficulty  in 
blocks,  and  agreed  with  others  as  to  the  means  of  re- 
lieving the  blocks  by  widening  on  the  easterly  side. 
Michael  F.  Lynch,  newsman,  believed  the  widening 
should  be  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  street.  Mr. 
Lynch  proceeded,  in  a  speech  of  much  earnestness, 
to  protest  against  the  proposed  action  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  when  Alderman   Clark  objected,  and 


FEBRUARY       26,       1873 


80 


Mr.  Lynch  clowd  by  isaying  if  he  could  not  be  heard 
hore  he  would  be  al  the  polls. 

Mr.  Ware  !<aid  he  would  close  here,  it  having  been 
hoped  that  Mr.  Burt,  the  postmaster,  would  be  ncard, 
but  he  was  absent  at  Washington. 

Robert  K.  Pottei-,  as  a  remonstrant,  objected  to  the 
l))an  of  i)etitioners.  The  subject  had  been  thorough- 
ly considered  in  three  exhaustive  hearings,  in  which 
lie  gave  his  views  fully.  He  had  long  been  familiar 
with  the  corner  where  the  blocks  occurred,  and  he  did 
not  believe  they  were  any  greater  than  ni  many  other 
l)laces.  He  believed  fifty  feet  was  wide  enough  for 
Federal  street,  with  the  widening  of  many  other 
streets  in  the  vicinity.  If  Congress  street  was  to  he 
a  continuation  of  Federal  street,  let  it  be  continued 
through  to  Chauncy  street  or  beyond,  and  it  would 
not  wipe  out  more  property  than  it  woiild  under  fhe 
l)l!ln  of  petitioners. 

Mr.  Potter  called  upon  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  give  their  reasons  for  the  proposed  action  by^  them. 
Mr.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Street  Commissioners, 
stated  the  various  plans  which  came  before  the 
Board,  and  the  reasons  given  in  favor  of  those  plans, 
in  relation  to  which  the  friends  of  the  measures  used 
the  most  urgent  means  to  carry  out  their  plans. 
Admitting,  he  said,  that  there  had  been  a 
great  cause  of  complaint  in  the  blocking 
at  the  point  specified,  the  widening  of  Milk  street 
and  the  extension  of  Franklin  street  would  give 
great  relief.  Atlantic  avenue  would  also  take  a  great 
amount  of  travel  which  has  hitherto  gone  over  these 
blocked  streets.  The  commissioners  were  at  one 
time  in  favor  of  fifty  feet  for  Federal  street,  but  on 
account  of  the  great  pressure,  a  delay  was  occasioned, 
and  now  if  no  changes  are  required  they  would  he 
prepared  to  lay  these  plans  before  the  City  Council 
within  forty-eight  hours. 

The  delay  occasioned  in  ^.iving  lines  was  not  on 
account  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  as  had  been  at- 
tributed, and  when  their  plans  were  matured,  they 
generally  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  "to  prevent  delay  in  the  City  Council.  No 
matter  which  side  of  the  street  the  widening  should 
be  made  on,  there  would  be  the  same  objection,  and 
the  opposition  now  made  to  the  plans  of  ihe  commis- 
sioners were  almost  entirely  by  theparties interested. 
To  Alderman.  Stebbins  he  said  the  widening  as 
proposed,  partly  on  both  sides,  was  for  the  purpose 
of  straiglitening  the  street  as  far  as  possiRle. 

Alderman  Hulbert  wished  to  correct  the  commis- 
sioner by  saying  the  Committee  on  Streets  were  not 
entirely  unanimous  in  favor  of  widening  Federal 
street  to  sixty  feet. 

Mr.  Smith  said  to  Mr.  Ware  that  one  cause  of  the 
blocking  at  the  corners  specified  was  that  Milk  street 
was  narrower  at  Federal  street  than  above  or  below, 
but  that  difficulty  would  be  remedied  in  the  widen- 
ing of  Milk  street.  He  did  not  believe  there  would 
be  so  much  obstruction  to  travel  at  the  corner  by 
turning  at  an  angle  as  there  would  be  in  crossing  di- 
agonally from  Federal  to  Congress  street. 

Mr.  Talbot,  commissioner,  agreed  with  Mr.  Smith 
as  to  the  relief  which  would  be  afforded  by  the  wid- 
ening of  Milk  street,  and  this  would  he  aided  by  the 
exteinsion  of  Pearl  street.  The  expense  of  street 
widenings  it  was  hoped  would  come  within  $3,000,000, 
yet  with  the  widenings  to  be  presented  tomorrow,  the 


cost  to  the  present  time  would  amount  to  $2,700,000. 
He  was  satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  commissioners, 
and  was  willing  to  rest  their  reputations  upon  it  in 
the  future. 

General  Burrell,  Commissioner,  agreed  with  the 
other  Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the 
Board. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  called  in  relation  to  some  state- 
ments made,  and  stated  that  the  project  of  the  addi- 
tional widening  of  ten  feet  was  not  a  matter  in  hear- 
ing, the  chairman  having  repeatedly  stated  that  while 
there  were  two  lines  on  the  plans,  it  was  not  expect- 
ed that  the  widening  would  be  more  than  fifty  feet  in 
width. 

Mr.  Smith  replied  that  it  was  true  he  did  not  believe 
more  than  fifty  feet  in  width  would  be  required,  but 
in  that  the  Commissioners  were  overruled  by  the 
public,  but  the  lines  were  each  on  the  plans,  and  in 
relation  to  these  lines,  Mr.  Talbot  concurred  with 
him  that  both  of  the  lines  were  matters  of  hearing 
while  Mr.  Richardson  was  present. 

Mr.  Ware  concluded  the  hearing  in  remarks  upon 
the  testimony  of  the  petitioners,  in  which  he  urged 
rhat  the  petitioners  were  not  heard  in  relation  to  the 
proposed  widening,  and  as  the  action  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  not  conclusive  he  entreated  the 
Board  to  take  such  measures  as  may  he  necessary  in 
providing  convenient,  suitable,  proper  streets  for  the 
transaction  of  business.  The  loss  of  minutes  was  a 
loss  of  time,  a  waste  of  wealth,  and  it  should  be  the 
object  in  street  improvements  to  prevent  delay  in 
travel,  by  making  streets  as  far  as  possible  contin- 
uous lines  of  travel. 

Mr.  W'are  referred  to  the  various  plans  which  had 
been  considered,  some  of  which  were  to  make  con- 
tinuous streets  to  State  street,  and  this  had  reference 
to  direct  travel,  without  obstruction ;  and  while  the 
programme  had  been  carried  out  to  a  great  extent,  it 
had  been  departed  from  in  this  most  impartant  thor- 
oughfare, much  to  the  surprise  of  the  petitioners. 

It  could  be  carried  out  with  but  little  sacrifice,  of  1500 
to  2000  feet  of  land,  which  would  secure  continuous 
travel  from  Federal  to  Congress  street.  There  had 
been  six  conflicting  lines  of  travel  at  the  point  of 
blockade,  but,  as  proposed  by  petitioners,  these  lines 
would  be  reduced  to  four.  Every  argument  in  favor 
of  the  extension  of  any  streets  was  equally  favor- 
able to  a  continuance  of  Federal  street  to  make  the 
travel  easy  to  Congress  street. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ware, 
the  question  was  raised  as  to  what  should  be  the  dis- 
position of  the  petition. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table  was  ob- 
.jected  to  by  Alderman  Power,  who  thought  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Clark  said  there  would  have  been  no 
hearing  if  the  matter  had  been  for  the  committee  to 
act  upon. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  petitioners  had  obtained 
their  object  in  a  hearing,  when  the  petition  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

An  order  was  read  once  to  change  certain  assess- 
ments for  sewers. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Thursday,  twelve  o'clock. 
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An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  hold  at  noon,  today,  Alderman  Cutter,  the  chair- 
man, presiding. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Mr.  N.  Hubbard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  rear  of  24  Sherman  street.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Health. 

-Tolin  II.  Kelly  and  others,  that  Daniel  Crockett  be 
confirmed  as  foreman  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 
No.  4.     Referred  to  Committee  on   Fire  Department. 

Leander  H.  Jones  and  others,  that  a  street  in  con- 
tinuation of  Foundry  street  be  called  Alfred  street. 
Referred  to  Connnittee  on  Paving. 

Patrick  t'ampbell,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused 
to  his  sleigh  upon  Broadway  Bridge.  Referred  to 
Committee   on  Claims. 

Nehemiah  Berry,  for  leave  to  furnish  water  to  East 
Boston  from  Flax  Pond,  in  Lynn.  Referred  to  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  ])ay  John  L.  Bird  %iS^i?,  70,  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Cottage  street. 

Order  to  pay  Jane  Montgomery  $8980,  for  land 
taken  in  the  name  of  heirs  of  Thonias  Montgomery, 
for  the  widening  of  Summer  street. 

Order  to  pay  James  M..  Beebe  $8080,  for  land  taken 
for  the  widening  of  Devonshire  street. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  .$1940,  for 
land  taken  for  the  widening  of  Bedford  street. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Chlirles  O.  Rogers  $4040,  for 
land  taken  to  widen  Devtmshire  street. 

Order  to  pay  Elizabeth  and  Ann  M.  Moore  $.500,  for 
land  taken  and  damages  in  the  widening  of  Emerson 
street. 

Order  to  pay  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
$138045,  for  land  taken  for  the  widening  of  Stoughton 
street. 

Order  to  pay  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  for 
land  taken  towiden  Pynchon  street. 

Order  for  the  change  of  certain  sewer  assessments 
on  Vinton,  Laurel,  Ottawa,  Hammond,  Beacon.  Tren- 
ton, Bellevue  and  Warren  streets. 

REPORTS  OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  Bartlett 
&  Richardson  to  locate  a  steam  boiler  at  389  Broad- 
way.   Accepted. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables  as  follows:  George  S. 
Howe,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  sixteen  horses 
on  Hunnema*  street;  Richard  Woodsome,  to  occupy 
his  stable  for  seven  more  horses  rear  of  (i54  Sixth 
street;  Joseph  D.  Crowell,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Eastern  Packet  pier.  Severally 
accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Henry  Spilken,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  marsh  near  Ward 
street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Holohan  & 
Maguire,  to  be  paid  for  plumbing  work  performed  on 
the  smallpox  hospital  on  Sweft  street,  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garagle  to  be  paid  the  full  amount  mentioned  in  their 
contract  with  the  city  for  the  erection  of  the  small- 
pox hospital  on  Swett  street,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Qnincy— 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  of  Company  A,  Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry  M.  V.  M.,  in  the  hall  on  the 
corner  of  Causeway  and  Leverett  streets,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the 
deposit  and  safe  keeping  of  arms  and  equipments. 


STREET    WIDENINGS.  • 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Street  Commissioners,  covering  orders  for  widen- 
ing several  streets,  as  specified : 

The  resolves  and  orders  adoi)ted  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  today,  anrl  sent  to  your  hon- 
orable body  for  concurrence,  are  for  the  widening  of 
Milk  street,  between  Washington  and  Batterymarch 
streets,  to  fifty  feet,  in  all  biit  that  portion  between 
Devonshire  and  Congress,  where  the  width  is  increas- 
ed to  sixty  feet;  the  widening  and  extension  of 
Franklin  street,  from  Devonshire  across  Federal  and 
Congress  streets  to  Pearl  street,  at  Stnrgis  street,  as 
a  forty  foot  street,  and  making  a  continuous  avenue 
from  Washington  street  to  Atlantic  avenue  in  a  direct 
line,  and  by  an  easy  grade;  the  widening  of  Federal 
street  to  sixty  feet,  by  takings  upon  both  sides  of  the 
street  to  produce  a  perfectly  straight  street  from 
High  to  Milk  street;  the  widening  of  Congress  street 
by  takings  upon  both  sides  to  sixty  feet  until  the 
vicinity  of  Milk  street  is  reached,  when  the  new  line 
is  carried  cm  the  easterly  side  above,  increasing  to  a 
width  of  seventy  feet  opposite  the  proposed  Post 
Office  site  to  Water  street — the  intention  being  to 
complete  the  widening  of  the  street  thence  to  State 
street  when  the  surveys  shajl  be  completed;  the  fifty 
feet  wide  extension  of  Pearl  street,  from  Milk  street 
to  Water  street,  at  Congress  street,  about  eighty  feet 
north  of  the  corner  of  Milk  and  Congress  streets, 
leaving  an  open  space  or  square  soine  ItiO  feet  in 
width  from  the  westerly  side  of  Pearl  street;  and  the 
extension  of  Oliver  street  from  Milk  street  to  Liberty 
square  at  fifty  feet  width. 

The  interdependence  of  these  streets  has  led  the 
C'ommissioners  to  treat  these  several  widenings  and 
extensions  as  parts  of  one  whole  improvement,  as  in 
their  judgment  this  course  will  result  in  less  expense 
to  the  city  in  the  payment  of  damages,  and  greater 
benefit  in  the  future  assessments  for  betterments. 

The  Commissioners  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the 
Honorable  Council  thattjie  labor  uiion  the  necessary 
surveys  of  these  streets,  after  the  lines  had  been  de- 
cided on,  was  tlie  principal  cause  of  the  delay  attend- 
ing the  presentation  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
They  were,  however,  happy  to  say  that  the  surveyors" 
work  upon  the  remaining  portion  of  the  streets  in 
this  part  of  the  city  in  which  changes  are  contemplat- 
ed is  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  insure  its 
completion  within  a  few  days. 

WIDENING    OF   CHAUNCY   STREET. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  t'hauucy 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Summer  street,  at  a  cost  of 
$43,520,  by  taking  land,  as  follows: 

Osborn  Howes  and  Richard  J.  Monks,  trustees,  1384 
feet,  $:30,  $41, .520;  damages  $1000— $42,.520. 

Alderman  t!lark  stated  that  this  measure  had  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  they  were  in 
favor  of  its  approval. 

Passed  iii  concurrence. 

WIDENING   OF  FEDERAI.,   STREET.  - 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Federal 
street,  by  taking  land  of  the  several  persons  therein 
named,  at  an  exi)ense  of  $:i41,869. 
The  several  items  of  cost  are  as  follows: 
Georj^e  Lawton.  corner  of  Broad  street.  602  feet. 
$18,  land  total  costs  damages  $11,110.  E.  M.  Cate 
and  W.  ANickers(m,  .588feet.  $18;  total  $10,960.  J. 
M.  Roberts,  corner  of  Purchase  sti'eet,  78(l,feet,  $22 — 
$17,660.  Ariel  Low  and  (;.,  W.  Hersey,  Purchase  to 
High  street,  517  feet,  $15— $8,555.  Edwin  H.  Sampson, 
corner  of  High  street,  112  feet,  $-M— $;J038.  G.  W.  & 
F.  Smith,  164-166  High  street,  95  feet,  $15— $1575. 
Charles  A.  Welch,  trustee,  No.  l.'iH  do,  91  feet,  $15— 
$1500.  Catherine  Ford,  156  do.  97  feet,  $15- $1600. 
Theodore  Harrington,  1.54  do,  111  feet,  $15— $1800. 
Martin  H.  P.ancroft,  1.52  do,  124  feet,  $1.5— $2000. 
Charles  H.  Dodge,  ;M7  feet,  $11— $:i9S0.  Natlian 
Matthews,  128-136  do,  674  feet,  $1.3— $9300.  David 
Snow,  114-108  do,  1143  feet,  $12— $M,.516,  John  Col- 
lamore,  100-102  do,  421  feet,  ,$11— $lil31.  H.  &  F.  A. 
Whitwell,  execut;ors,  94-98  do,  502  feet,  $12— $(B50. 
Heirs  of  Mary  Powers,  84-92  do,  7(il  feet,  $12— $11,9.50. 
William  Slieafe,  80-82  do,  770  feet,  $15-$12,000 
Ricliard  Baker,  Jr.,  78  do.,  251  feet,  $13— $;M70.  Wil- 
liam F.  Weld,  72  do.,  121  fec^t,  $14— $18:i0.  E.  M.  Ab- 
bott and  E.  S.  Bangs,  61-70  do.,  75(i  feet,  $16— $12,496. 
Heirs  of  Nathaniel  Snow.  .58-6(1,  do.,  ;|10  feet,  $16— 
.$5(i40.  William  Minot,  Jr.,  trustee,  5t-.56do.,  317  feet, 
$16— $5272.  Vk  (!.  Boardman,  4(i-.52  do.,  510  feet,  $18 
—$9,500.  John  P.  Oilman,  42-44  do.,  3.59  feet,  $18— 
$6:!70.  Edward  1 ).  Peters,  ;-!2-;^6  do.,  406  feet,  $18— 
.$7650.  Andrew  T.  Hall,  26-.30  do.,  310  feet,  $18— $64.50. 
S.  H.  Russell,  trustee ,;i  1-21  do.,  473  feet,  $20— $10,(K)() 
V.  (i.  &  L.  A.  Shaw,  trustees,  corner  of  Milk  street. 
1.S5  feet,  $25— $.5,300.  Jose])li  L.  Cunningham,  corner 
of  Milk  street,  884  feet,  $.35— $31 .:«).  Charlotte  A. 
Johnson,  7-19  Federal  street,  1:^44  feet,   $20— $27,555. 
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Jameis  H.  Beul,  21-25  do.,  582  foct,  $18— $10,850. 
Oeoro-e  C.  RielKivdMoii,  27-89  do.,  910  feet,  f  18— $17,()00. 
James  Lawrence  and  othors,  trustees,  -11— 19  do.,  589 
feet,  $16— .'J;9201.  Oardner  Brewer,  51  to  corner  of 
Franklin  street,  821  feet,  $20— $7080.  -lolin  Riteliie, 
John  KitcJiie,  2d,  and  Klizaheth  Lewis,  corner  of 
Franklin,  48  feet,  $17— $1100.  John  Kilchie.  2d,  and 
Elizabeth  Lewis,  09-71  Franl^lin,  .57  feet,  $11— $1040. 
John  Starrett,  No.  78  do.,  07  feet,  $14— $1180.  Georoe 
T.  Bigelow  and  otlier.s,  trnslces,  91  do., 115  feet,  $10- 
$1850.  Danid  Snow,  108-107  do.,  71  feet,  $1.8— $1800. 
Nathan  Matthews,  111-115  do.,  87  feet,  $13-$731. 
Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.  and  T.  F.  Tobey,  117-121  do.,  5  ft.  $18 
-$130.  H,  H.  Hnnnewetl,  127-131  do.,  15  feet,  $18— 
$345-  Heirs  of  J.  G.  Torrey.  I33-141  do.,  140  feet,  $12 
— $2150.  D.  L.  and  J.  G.  Webster,  corner  of  Milton 
place,  124  feet,  $15— $2100.  H.  F.  Smith,  1.5.5-1.57  do., 
209  feet,  $18— $.5217.  S.  B.  Spanlding,  1.59  do..  308 
feet,  $27— $10,201.  Leonard  Ware,  corner  of  High 
street,  .590  feet,  $19-$11,910.  Charles  B.  Cook,  181- 
183  do,,  93  feet,  $22-$2800.  Total,  18,408  feet,  at 
$324,.592;  damages,  $17,277— $341,809.  The  several 
items  of  damages  range  from  $65  to  $800. 

Alderman  Claik  stated  that  all  of  these  widenings 
had  been  before  the  Committee  on  Streets,  who  had 
given  them  fnll  consideration  and  were  in  favor  of 
them  all.  There  was  no  occasion  for  delay,  and  it 
was  desirable  to  send  them  at  once  to  the  Common 
Council.  They  were  satisfied  that  they  were  the  best 
widenings  wlii'cli  could  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Government. 

In  the  matter  of  land  damages,  it  was  believed  to 
be  better  to  have  all  these  measures  passed  at  the 
present  time,  and  that  none  of  them  should  be  laid 
over. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  the  order  take  its  sec- 
ond reading  at  the  present  time. 

The  second  reading  was  ordered,  and  the  question 
was  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  order  would  not  be 
passed,  as  it  was  an  important  departure  from  the 
plan  first  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Davis,  City  Surveyor, 
which  was  generally  accepted.  Federal  streel  was 
an  important  thoroughfare,  and  it  should  he  widened 
so  as  to  prevent  the  blockade  at  the  corner  of  Milk 
and  Congress  streets.  It  was  more  important  than  any 
other  measure  which  will  come  befoie  the  Govern- 
ment, and  this  had  better  be  carried  out  rightly  if  all 
others  had  to  he  abandoned.  He  was  surprised  at 
the  remarks  of  tlie  Street  Commissioners,  and  be- 
lieved the  improvement  was  as  nnuli  needed  as  was 
the  extension  of  \\'ashingtou  street  or  Devonshire 
street. 

Alderman  Qiiincy  believed  the  petitioners  yester- 
day made  oiit  a  good  case,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
change  proposed,  believing  that  it  would  he  better  to 
have  delay  than  to  make  a  mistake  in  the  widening  of 
the  street. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Michael  F.  Lynch, 
asking  for  a  delay  in  the  widening  of  Federal  street, 
and  asking  to  be  heai'd  on  the  snb.iect. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  little  plan  before 
them,  made  by  Mr.  Davis  in  about  a  week  after  the 
fire,  was  of  a  general  character  only,  which  gave  a 
favorable  inii)ressi(iii.  l)ut  upon  mature  rcllertion  it 
was  believed  that  imijoi-tant  changes  should  be  made. 
Some  of  these  changes  he  indicated ;  and  in  relation  to 
the  blockade  in  question,  he  said  it  was  not  neces- 
sary that  testimony  slio\ild  be  introduced  here  to 
show  it,  for  they  were  all  awari'  of  it.  Yet  that 
blockade  was  not  greater  than  in  many  other  places, 
and  the  various  extensions  ot  the  streets  would 
greatly  relieve  that  i)ortion  of  the  sti'eet. 

The  Street  Commissioners,he  said,  had  had  this  sub- 
ject under  consideration  for  nearly  three  months, 
and  in  the  various  hearings  which  had  taken  place  it 
was  believed  that  threc-foniths  of  those  who  had  paid 
attention  to  it  were  in  favor  of  the  plans  of  the  Com- 
missioners. The  additional  expense  of  the  widening 
as  wished  by  those  who  asked  for  the  widening  on  the 
easterly  side,  would  cost  $200,000  more  than  that  of 
the  plan  of  the  Connnissioners.  No  widening  could 
be  made  satisfact(H-y  to  all  persons,  and  in  regard  to 
the  width,  some  of  those  who  are  o])))osed  to  the 
plan  of  the  Commissioners  agree  that  the  street 
should  be  si.xty  feet  in  width. 

In  i-egard  U>  the  importance  of  immediate  action, 
he  said,"if  the  order  should  not  be  jjassed,  as  pro- 
posed, it  would  cause  a  delay  of  at  least  four  weeks, 
and  that  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  o«iiers  of 
property,  who  would  have  not  less  than  1.50  buildings 
nncler  construction  at  the  end  of  the  period  named  if 
they  could  have  their  lines  at  once. 

Aldeiman  Power  did  not  questiim  that  the  Com- 
missioners had  consistently  discharged  their  duty, 
yet  they  had  changed  their  miiuls,  as  it  appeared. 
The  change  of  the  lines  of  Federal  street  to 
connect  more  fully  with  Congress  street,  would 
be  more  important  than  the  widening  of  the  street. 


As  to  blocks  elsewliere  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
if  the  territory  where  they  occur  ^vas  burned  over,  im- 
provements would  1)0  made  to  prevent  such  blocks. 
In  relation  to  the  perscnis  who  have  taken  part  in  the 
matter,  those  who  asked  for  a  change  had  no  per- 
sonal interest,  while  there  wen^  interests  involved  in 
favor  of  the  plans  of  the  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  not  intended  to  allude 
to  interests  of  ))arHcs  who  appeared  here,  yet  it  was 
in  evidence  that  some  of  those  who  favored  a  change 
were  interested.  It  would  he  impossible  to  make 
Federal  street  a  straight  street,  and  although  the 
Commissioners  did  noi,  at  first  agree  in  all  matters, 
they  did  so  finally.  There  is  now  no  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  widening. 

Alderman  Power  said,  in  regard  to  Eastern  avenue, 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  there  was  no  positive  de- 
termination as  to  where  it  shall  come  in,  and  it  may 
as  likely  to  be  at  Federal  as  at  Congress  street.  Xt 
any  rate,  Federal  street  woidd  always  be  a  largely 
travelled  street,  and  it  would  be  better  to  widen  that 
properly  rather  than  put  a  foot  Of  widening  on  Con- 
gress street. 

Alderman  (Juincy  said  he  did  not  doubt  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  had  conscientiously  discharged 
their  duties,  but  he  believed  the  petitioners  of  yes- 
terday made  out  their  case,  and  it  was  now  a  matter 
of  responsiliility  upon  this  Board  how  it  was  best  to 
make  the  widening  of  Federal  street. 

Alderman  Clark  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  negotiations  last  year  t  was  determined  that  the 
Eastern  avenue  would  come  in  at  Congress  street, 
and  it  would  not  be  many  years  before  the  improve- 
ment was  made. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  his  belief  of  the  matter 
was  that  the  Eastern  avenue  would  not  come  in  at 
Congress  but  at  Federal  street,  and  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  city  would  agree  to  the  terms  of  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Kailroad  Company,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  was  not  likely  that  the  improvement 
would  be  made  short  of  ten  years. 

Alderman  Gaffield  stated  that  the  improvements 
made  were  not  f(U'  temporary  purposes  but  for  all 
time,  and  while  some  peisons  weie  in  favor  of  very 
wide  streets  and  others  were  opposed  to  any  widen- 
ings, the  Commissioners  had  taken  a  golden  mean. 
In  relation  to  the  Eastern  avenue  he  had  been  assured 
that  it  must  come  in  .at  Congress  street.  If  there  had 
been  no  detei'mimition  to  go  beyond  a  fifty-foot 
street,  he  did  not  believe  there  would  have  been  any 
oppo.sition.  It  was  due  to  the  Commissioners  and  to 
all  parties  interested  that  this  matter  should  be  set- 
tled at  once. 

Alderman  Hnlbert  defined  his  position  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  He  was  in  favor  of 
fifty  feet  both  for  Federal  and  Congress  streets. 
Federal  street  could  never  be  as  it  was.  because  otiier 
avenues  had  been  oi)ened,  which  would  relieve  thai 
street.  On  the  grounds  of  business  and  of  business 
interests  he  advocated  the  widening  of  the  streets  to 
fifty  feet  oidy,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  an  injury 
to  business  by  having  wide  streets.  Wool  dealers  did 
not  seek  Congress  street  because  it  was  wide;  on  the 
contrary,  they  sought  to  be  in  crowds,  where  it  was 
busy,  and  that  was  the  policy  of  the  best  business 
men.  It  was  not  desirable  to  have  wide  streets  for 
business,  except  to  get  room  for  tlie  business.  The 
crowdiug  of  streets  was  not  an  unmitigated  evil,  and 
the  widening  of  th(«n  was  not  .-dways  for  good. 

If  Federal  sti'eet  was  to  be  fifty  feet  wide,  it  should 
he  on  the  easterly  side,  and  he  should  prefer  not  to  ha^'c 
it  any  wider  than  that.  Thebusiui'ss  would  be  distrib- 
uted much  more  by  theother  street  changes, and  Frank- 
lin street  would  b(^  much  better  for  business  should  it 
be  narrowed  up.  Sliould  the  crowded  streets  be  much 
widened,  the  crowds  would  seek  business  quarters 
elsewhere.  As  ti>  the  Post(.)tlice  being  acomnuui  cen- 
tre of  business,  hi^  denied  it,  for  it  could  iu)t  be.  As 
to  the  cost,  the  dilfiu'enoe  between  fifty  and  sixty  feet 
streets  for  Feiha-al  and  Congri^ss  streets  would  be 
$l,tH)0.O0O,  which  would  add  $100,000  yearly  to  their 
tax  bills,  and  the  whole  cost  of  the  street  widening 
on  the  burnt  district,  with  the  paving,  would  not  be 
less  than  $(;,O0lt,(ll)0.  For  these  reasons  he  could  not 
favor  the  proposed  widening.s. 

Alderman  Clai-k  beliieved  the  Alderman  to  be  incor- 
rect in  his  calculations,  for  the  whole  expense  of 
widening  Federal  and  Congress  streets,  as  estimated 
by  the  Commissioma's,  was  but  $850,000. 

Alderman  Hulbert,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  es- 
timates before  Ihe  Board  did  not  include  the  widen- 
ing of  Congress  street,  from  Water  sti-eet  to  State 
street.  His  figures  would  make  about  a  million  of 
dollars  when  ihe  bills  wei-e  all  paid,  mni-h  allowance 
being  necessary  in  settling  u))  damages. 

Alderman  Clai'k  (juestioned  the  figures  of  Alder- 
man Hnlbert,  ami  stated  that  he  knew  something  of 
the  reasons  why  wool  dealers  went  to  Congress 
street,  which  was  for  cheap  rents  and  abundance   of 
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loft  I'ooin.  Ill  that  stroet  lantl  hnd  sold  williiii  three 
yi'iirs  l'or$12  a  loot  wilh  good  granite  biiiUliiigs  ii])ob 
ir,  iiiul  since  tlie  tire  sah'S  had  been  made  of  hind  in 
tlial  stieet  at  JIT)  a  foot.  The  Aldei-man  practieallv 
faAdred  wide  sli-eets  wliile  lie  was  in  business,  re- 
ino\  iiiL^-  from  narrow  to  wide  streets. 

Alderman  lliill)ert,  in  further  statements,  said  liusi 
iiess  mtMi  wonhl  go  where  tlien^  was  room,  and  whe.re 
there  was  a  crowding  in  tlu^  kind  of  business  done. 
In  his  own  case,  he  removed  from  oilier  considera- 
tions than  a  wide  street.  In  regard  to  the  costs,  he 
made  additional  statements,  citing  the  chairman  of 
the  Strc<'t  Commissioners  as  I'stimating  the  cost  of 
the  widening  of  C'ongress  street  to  State  street.  a(hli 
tional,  to  be  fdriO.UOO. 

Alderman  Clark  declared  the  Boston  Post  OfBce  to 
be  the  centre  of  l)nsiness,  not  necessarily,  but  in 
fact;  for  the  value  of  land  was  much  more  within  a 
radius  of  half  a  mile  of  the  Post  Ollice  than  it  was 
beyond,  lie  was  not  satislied  witli  the  tignres  of  the 
Alderman,  and  conld  not  agree  to  tlieni. 

Alderman  Qiiincy  agreed  with  Alderman  Hulbert 
that  it  was  better  to  have  streets  of  a  moderate 
width  than  to  have  them  wide,  iirovided  there  was  a 
pulsation  In  the  How,  and  he  had  been  assured  by  a 
dry-goods  dealer  that  Federal  street  would  be  w'ide 
enough  at  fifty  feet,  with  a  rounding  olT  at  the  corner. 

Aldermen  ihilbert  and  Clark  made  fuTther  state- 
ments in  sustaining  their  respective  positions,  the 
last  named  stating  that  a  portion  of  Federal  street 
had  been  tifty  feet  wide,  and  that  portion  was  often 
blockaded. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  was  at  first  disposed  to 
agree  with  Alderman  Hulbert.  but  on  looking  at  the 
plans  he  conld  do  no  other  than  agree  that  the 
Commissioners  had  done  the  best  wliich  could  be 
done,  taking  the  connections  through  from  depots  to 
depots.  He  was  willing  t<)  compromise  in  width  at 
tifty-live  feet,  and  would  agree  to  making  Federal 
street  sixty  feet  and  Congress  street  lifty  feet. 

Alderman  Gatlield  said  the  committee  had  beeu 
importuned  to  give  a  width  of  at  least  sixty  feet  to 
this  street,  and  it  was  a  happy  mean,  for  many  per- 
sons advocated  a  much  greater  width.  Reference 
was  made  by  hiin  to  the  various  proposed  changes, 
and  he  believed  the  expense  of  improvements,  al 
though  great,  would  l)ring  hack  revenue  to  the  city 
in  betterments.  It  was  not  true,  that  widening 
streets  diminished  their  vahie,  as  he  knew  from  the 
charge  of  an  estate  on  Hanover  street,  which  rented 
for  3;J  per  cent,  more  with  diminished  room  from  the 
widening. 

Alderman  Clibsoii  made  some  further  remarks  upon 
the  effect  of  the  extension  of  Washington  street,  and 
the  opening  of  more  direct  routes  of  travel. 

Alderman  Hulbert  moved  to  amend  by  making  the 
proposed  widening  fifty  feet  instead  of  sixty  feet. 

The  t'hair  ruled  that  the  amendment  could  not  be 
entertained,  the  question  being  upon  concurring  or 
non-concurring  with  the  Str<'et  Commissioners. 

Alderinan  Hulbert  moved  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions to  the  Street  Commissioners  to  provide 
for  the  widening  wf  Federal  street  to  fifty  feet. 

Alderman  Clark  opposed  the  motion  on  account  of 
the  delay  which  would  be  occasioned  by  recominit- 
tiniJ,  the  loss  to  the  community  being  not  less  than 
$50,000  a  day. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  would  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion could  it  be  moc  ified  to  provide  for  a  widening  of 
sixty  feet  from  ('banning  street  to  Milk  street  on  'tlie 
easterly  side. 

Alderman  (Jaflield  opposed  the  motion,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  if  all  the  members  of  the  Board  had  beeu 
on  the  committee  they  would  liavo  agreed  with  them 
generally. 

Alderman  Sayward  opposed  delay,  stating  tliat  he 
was  prepiired  to  vote  at  once,  and  was  wiuui  he  came 
to  the  Board  today. 

Alderman  Kniery  opposed  delay,  and  the  reductioa 
of  the  street  to  fifty  feet.  If  the  width  was  to  be  but 
fifty  feet,  the  widening  shoulil  be  on  the  easterly  side. 
With  the  widening  to  sixty  feet,  he  l)elieved  the  pill) 
lie  would  be  generally  accommodated.  Congress 
street  and  Federal  street,  both  at  sixty  feet,  mus^t  ac- 
commodate travel  at  present  and  prospectively. 

AlfJerman  (Jibson  believed  it  would  be  better  to 
widen  on  the  westerly  side,  as  leading  the  travel 
neare.  to  Devonshire  street,  which  would  be  the 
most  desirable  street  to  travel  in.  The  termination 
would  be  much  better  through  Devinishire  street  than 
through  Congress  street. 

Alderman  Kniery  stated  further  that  he  favored 
the  plans  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  question  was  taken  on  recommitting,  which 
was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  2  to  10,  as  follows; 

Yeas — Hulbert,  Power. 

Nays — Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery.  Oat- 
field,  Gibson,  (Juincy.  Sayward,  Slehbins. 


The  concnrronce  in  the  passage  of  tlie  order  was 
agreed  to  liy  a  vote  of  8  to  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter.  Emery,  Gaffield, 
Gibson,  Sayward,  Stcbbins. 

Nays— Brown,  Hulbert,  Power,  Quincy. 

WIDENING   OF   MILK   STRBKT. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Milk  street, 
by  taking  land  of  (lie  several  parties  therein  named, 
at  an  expense  of  .f-2(l7,4()2. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed,  under  suspcn 
sion  of  the  rules. 

The  several  items  were  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  Samuel  Davis  and  others,  No.  3  Milk 
street,  (1.5  feet,  *H.'3— $807.5.  Nathaniel  L.  Willliams, 
Nos.  5-7  do.,  ;«5  feet,  $50— $17,250;  damages,  $;«e 
—$17,(100.  Heirs  of  Joseph  Bumstead,  CJharles  Pope, 
triislee,  ]1-1:J  do.,  205  feet,  .$45;  damages,  $1000— to- 
tal, $10,22.5.  Owner  unknown,  jiassage,  141  feet, 
Charles  M.  Parker,  15-17  do.,  400  feeet,,  $25;  dam- 
ages, ,$200— total,  $10,425.  Mary  T.  (Joddard,  19-25 
do.,  578  feet,  .$25;  damages,  $200— $14,900.  Jacob 
Sleeper,  27-35  do.,  193  teet,  $20;  damages,  $400— 
$4;:110.  Owners  unknown,  Morton  place,  107  feer. 
William  Dwight  and  others,  triislees.  ;J7-13  do.,  192 
and  205  feet,  .$25;  damages.  400— $11,825.  George  P. 
Upham,  4.5^7  do.,  .5;«  feel,  $(((;  damages,  $300— $21,- 
580.  Heirs  of  T.  B.  Lawrence,  .55-(il  do.,  481  and  495 
feet,  $32  50;  damages,  $500— $;i2,220.  D.  W.  Wil- 
liams and  Jona.  French,  trustees,  (i;M)5  do.,  3()4  feet, 
.$:«;  damages,  $250-$l  1,898.  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  and 
others,  (;7-ti9  do. ,  1:^0  feet,  .$29 ;  damages,  $2.50— $12,720. 
Jos.  L.  (,'unningham,  71-75  do.,  4:^0  feet,  $29;  dam- 
ages, $400— $2(i,090.  F.  G.  &  Q,.  A.  Shaw,  trustees. 
77-79  do.  (i(i2  feet,  $27;  damages,  $350— $18,224.  Levi 
L.  Tower,  81-83  do.,  572  feet,  $25;  damages,  $14,000. 
Jos.  G.  Russell,  8.5-87  ds.,  .5.55  feet,  $31);  damages, 
$.350— $17.0110.  Heirs  of  Jos.  Whitnev,  91  do.,  404 
feet,  $20;  damages,  $250— $8380.  Win.  S.  Dexter. 
318  feet,  $20;  dainages.  $2.50— $0(110.  Heirs  of  John 
P.  Gushing,  9.5-97  do.,  I8(i  feet,  $23;  dainages,  .$2.50— 
$11,078.  Moses  Williams,  92-9-1  do.,  70  feet,  $23: 
damages,  $250- $18(i0.  Heirs  of  Thos.  Cordis,  9t)-98 
do.,  lU  feet,  $18;  damages,  $200— $2til2.  Robert  C. 
Waterston,  100-102  do.,  ;i08  feet,  $18;  damages,  .$:350 
—$.5894.  Samuel  Atherton,  104  do.,  510  feet,  $23; 
dainages,  ,$40lt— $12,1:W.  Liberty-sipiare  Warehouse. 
112-110  do.,  991  feet,  $10;  dainages,  $800— $16,056. 
Total,  10,576  feet,  $288,912;  damages,  $85.50— 
.$297,4(i2. 

WIDBNINCi    AND   EXTENSION   OF   rEARI.   STREET. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  extension  of  Pearl  to 
Congress  street,  at  Water  street,  at  an  expense  of 
$170,300. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  in  concurrence. 

The  several  items  of  expense  arc  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  John  Tappan,  99-101  Milk  street,  168  feet. 
$20,  $m<0:  damages  $.540— ,$;3900.  Moses  Williams; 
88-90  do.,  617  feet,  .|:M,  $18,510,  damages  $49()-$19.- 
000.  Ellen  Stearns,  84-86  do.,  2040  feet,  $23,  $46,920: 
dainages  $880— $17,800.  James  Lawrence  and  others, 
trustees,  2  to  5  Bath  street,  14.57  feet,  $13,  $18,9 11 :  dam- 
age, $:M9~$19,250.  James  Lawrence,  80-82  Milk  street, 
1785  feet,  $19,  $;«,915;  damages  $.5;i5— $;«,450.  Heirs 
of  James  A'ila,  1  Bath  street,  2(W3  feet,  $13,  $:H,:i59: 
damages,  $891— $;«,250.  Unknown  owners,  passage- 
way 1203  feet.  J.  C.  Howe  and  J.  J.  French.  67 
Water  street,  :i44  feet,  $30— $10,:«0;  dainages,  $:«0— 
$10,(i.50.  Total  10,2.57  feet,  $166,325;  dainages,  $:»75 
— $170,;»0. 

EXTENSION   OP   OEIVEK  STREET. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  extension  of  Oliver 
street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $131,220. 

Alderman  IluUiert  ojjposed  the  order  as  unneces- 
sary, and  it  was  advocated  by  Alderman  Clark  as  an 
important  improvement. 

Alderman  (Jaltield,  as  an  additional  reason  for  the 
order,  said  the  city  owned  fifty  thousand  feet  of  land 
on  Fort  Hill,  which  would  be  greatly  ln4tered  by  this 
extension. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

The  several  items  of  expense  are  as  follows: 

Liberty-square  Warehouse  Company,  108-110  Milk 
street,  4772  fei-t,  $18,  $85.89(;;  damage's,  $1500— total. 
$87,39(i.  Heirs  of  John  Belknaj).  66-64  Kilby  street. 
779  feet,  ,$20,  $15,.580;  damages,  $100— $1.5,98(").  Dan- 
iel P.  Stone,  ()2-60  Kilby  street,  .5.53  feet.  .$20,  $11,060: 
damages,  $:i50— $11,410.  Benjamin  F.  White,  .58  Kil- 
by street,  592  feet,  $27,  $15,984;  damages,  $450- 
$1(i,4:W. 

WIDENINO   OF   C'ONCiRESS   STREET. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Congress 
street  Ix'tween  Water  and  Broad  streets,  at  an  esfi- 
maled  expeiisi'  of  $514,795. 

The  order  being  on  its  passage.  Alderman  Power 
opposed  the  widening  beyond  a  widlli  of  fifty  fret,  as 
unnecessary,  never  to  be  a  greatly  travelled  thorough- 
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fare,  and  not    to    connect  with   Eastern   avenue,  at 
least  for  many  years,  If  ever. 

Akternian  C'lark  advocated  the  order  as  called  for 
by  business  men.  and  an  improvement  which  will  be 
very  imjiortant  in  the  fntnre.  He  believed  the  ex- 
])ense  of  connectini;  with  Eastern  avenne  would  be 
much  less  by  vyay  of  Congress  street  than  by  Federal 
street,  and  an  appeal  to  the  City  Surveyor  assured 
him  that  such  was  the  case,  on  account  of  conflict 
with  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Depot. 

Alderman  I'ower  denied  that  there  would  be  any 
conflict  with  the  Hartford  &  Eric  Kailroad.  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  be  in  harmony  with  that  railroad, 
and  they  wished  the  connection  there. 

Alderman  C^lark  reiterated  his  statement  in  relation 
to  the  Eastern  avenne.  and  the  building  of  a  bridge 
at  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Depot  would  interfere  with 
then-  bridge. 

Alderman  Hulbert  agreed  injrelation  to  the  location 
of  Eastern  avenue  witli  Alderman  Clark,  yet  he  did 
not  believe  the  street  should  be  more  than  fifty  feet 
in  width. 

The  order  was  passed,  by  a  vote  of  10  to  2,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Gaf- 
field,  Gibson,  Quincy,  Say  ward,  Stebbins. 
Nays — Hulbert,  Power. 
The  several  items  were  as  follows: 
Rnfns  G.  Norris,  Nos.  2.5.'5-2.'57  Congress  street,  634 
feet,  $11,  with  damages,  S'T.'iUO.  S.  R.  Spanlding,  251. 
25:3  do.,  2:3!)  feet.  .*'.)— |2:30O.  J.  P.  Preston,  24:3-24!» do.. 
5:38  feet,  $11— ^ra.""*.  James  Hyndman,  2:K-2:37  do.. 
228  feet,  11:3 -$;3200.  Heirs  of  Benjamin  Willis,  2:31- 
2.33  d©.,220  feet,  $10— $2450.  L.  L.  Fuller,  227-229 
do.,  220  feet,  .f  10— $24.50.  E.  C.  Milliken,  2:3:3-2:35 
do.,  225  feet,  $10— .f2500.  S.  R.  Spanlding.  219  do.. 
749  feet,  $15— $11,800.  Joseph  B.  Moors,  201-209  do., 
817  feet,  $l(i— $14,500.  Henry  Poor  ^t  Son,  ]8fH99  do., 
755  feet,  $10— .piOO.  B.  G.  Boardnian,  181-187  elo., 
753  feet,  $9— .$7:310.  W.  B.  Spooner.  l(i:3-173  do.,  813 
feet,  $11— .$9600.  Heirs  of  George  Parkman,  267  feet, 
$13- $:3600.  Ale.xander  H.  Reed,  1.55  do.,  175  feet.  $1:3— 
$2400.  Sampson  and  Davenport,  153  do.,  4  feet,  $1.5— 
$60.  H.  H.  Hunnewell,  trustee,  145  do.,  242  feet,  $10— 
$2600.  James M.  Cook.  131-1:37 do.,  710 feet,  $10— $7600. 
B.  G.  Boardnian,  123-129  do.,  *41  feet,  $10— $2410. 
Heirs  of  Peter  Coffin,  117-21  do.,  51  feet,  $10— $510. 
P.  H.  Stimpson,  60-62  do.,  1498  feet,  $33— $.50,3,50. 
James  Parker,  64-66  do.,  2385  feet.  ,$28- $65,000.  James 
Leeds,  68-76  do.,  26:36  feet,  $:3:3— |8S,000.  Joseph  G. 
Russell,  86-88  do.,  1491  feet,  $.30- .$45,400.  Heirs  of 
Joseph  Whitney,  90-94  do.,  S:37  feet,  $18-$15,700. 
Heirs  of  John  Pleatt,  96-102 do.,  9:36  feet,  $16— $15,400. 
H.  J.  Plafl,  106-16  do.,  1441  feet,  $14— $20,800.  Heirs 
«>f  J.  W.  Fenno,  118-20  do.,  406  feet.  $14— $6000.  An- 
drew J.  Morse,  122-26  do.,  6:34  feet,  $11— $7:300.  James 
Lawrence  and  others,  trustees.  1:30  do.,  6:33  feet.  $11 — 


$7370.  Heirs  of  George  H.  Blackburn,  136-40  do., 
449  feet,  $10— $4900.  F.  R.  Sears,  guardian,  144-^8  do., 
386  feet,  $10-$-l200.  Heirs  of  F.  Allen,  1.50  do.,  71 
feet,  $10— $800.  Heirs  of  F.  S.  Carruth,  160-62  do., 
:3()7  feet,  $11— $:3600.  John  S.  Potter,  164-66  do., 
245  feet,  $12— $:3200.  W.  B.  Spooner,  168-174  do.,  .523 
feet,  $12— .$6700.  F.  M.Johnson  and  A.  Thompson. 
176-82  do. ,  628  feet,  $1 1— $7:350.  Ebon  B.  Phillips,  18-1-86 
do.,  295 feet,  $1 1—$:3500,  Edward  Brooks,  passageway 
174  feet.  E.  B.  Phillips,  188-94  do,  474  feet,  $11— $.5600. 
JamesO.Safford,196-98do.260feet,$ll— $3100.  Thomas 
E.  Proctor,  200-ti  do,  872  feet,  $15— $13,750.  E.  B. 
Phillips,  210  do,  6:37  feet,  $15— $10,000.  James  Tut- 
tle,  471  feet,  $10— $5050.  Heirs  of  Samuel  May,  2:30- 
:34  do,  824  feet,  $10— .$8240.  E.  B.  Phillips,  246-.52  do, 
531  feet,  $11— $6,300.  Heirs  of  F.  S.  Carruth,  2.54-.56 
do,  241  feet,  $9-2:300.  William  F.  Weld,  258-60  do, 
649  feet,  $11— $7(il5.  Total,  28,779  feet,  $496,922; 
damages,  $17,87:3— $514,795.  The  items  of  damage 
varied  from  ,$90  to  ,$1020. 

WIDKNlNi;  AND  EXTENSION  OF  PRANKMN  STREET. 

Resolve  and  order  for  widening  and  extension  of 
Franklin  street,  by  taking  land  of  the  several  persons 
therein  named  at  an  expense  of  $314,892. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Tlie  several  items  were  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  Isaac  Rich,  Nos.  81-83  Franklin  street,  517 
square  feet,  $28,  $14,476;  damages  $4.50— total  $14,926. 
John  Rilchie  and  others,  Nos.  8.5-91,  1084  feet,  $18. 
$19,512;  damages  $800— $20,312.  William  F.  Weld, 
Nos.  72-74  Federal  street,  :3116  feet,  $14,  $4:3,624; 
damages  $4.50— $44,074.  Richard  Baker,  Jr.,  Nos.  76- 
78  do.,  1997  feet,  $13,  $25,961;  damages  $450— $26,411. 

E.  M.  Abbott  and  E.  S.  Bangs,  No.  70  do.,  2  feet,  $13, 
$26.  James  M.  Cook,  Nos.  1:31-1:37  Congress  street,  1 
foot,  $8.  H.  H.  Hunnewell,  trustee.  Nos.  145-1.51  Con- 
gress street,  4:358  feet,  $10,  .$43,580;  damages  $400— 
$43,980.  Heirs  of  George  Parkman,  Nos.  8-11  Channing 
street,  21  feet.  $7,  $1-17.  Sampson  &  Davenport,  153 
Congress  street,  485  feet,  $15,  $7275;  damages  $250— 
$7,525.  Alexander  H.  Read,  1.55  Congress  street,  7 
feet,  $1.5,  $10.5.  Heirs  of  F.  Allen,  1.50-1.5-1  do.,  .3925 
feet,  $10,  $;39,2.50;  damages    $600— $:39,850.     Heirs  of 

F.  S.  Carruth,  156-162  do.,  1544  ft.,  $12,  $18,.528;  dam- 
ages $400— $18,928.  Wales  Tucker,  51-49  Pearl  .street, 
1474  feet,,  $15,  $22,110;  damages,  $550— $22,660. 
James  Leeds,  Nos.  .5:3-55  do.,  2:306  feet,  $17,  $:39,202; 
damages  .$850— $40,0.52.  Heirs  of  Freeman  Allen.  57- 
59  do.;  2517  feet,  $14,  $:35,2:38;  damages  $650— $;35.888. 
Total,  2:3.;3.54  feet,  $309,042;   damages,  $.58.50- $314,892. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  a  reconsideration,  with  a 
view  to  sending  the  several  orders  to  the 'Common 
Council,  hoping  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Power  wished  the  question  to  be  taken 
an  each  separately,  which  was  lost,  when  the  recon- 
sideration was  lost. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 
••'injiajyVKY  y7,  i87o. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  t'ommon  C'oun 
ell  was  held  this  evening,  at  IX  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  tlie  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  PBOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  Whitcomb  &  Potter,  Patrick 
Campbell,  Winchester  &  Hight,  Nehemiah  Barry  and 
the  communication  of  the  First  BaiJtist  Society  of 
Boston  were  severally  referred,  in  conenrreuce. 

The  annual  report  of  ■  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence : 

Report  of  reference  to  the  Water  Board  of  the  sub- 
ject of  establishing  a  drinking  trough  at  the  corner  of 
Tremont-aud  Cabot  streets. 

Heport  (no  action  necessary)  on  remonstrance  of 
S.  S.  Perkins  and  others,  against  proyjosed  erection 
of  an  engine  house  on  Uplon  street. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions — 

1.  Of  Elwnezer  E.  Hill,  to  be  paid  for  loss  on  ac- 
count of  use  of  his  house,  (ifi  Hudson  street,  as  a 
smallpox  hospital. 

2.  Of  Jane  Logue,  for  compensation  as  a  smallpox 
nurse. 

The  order  to  pay  bills  of  certain  police  cfflcers  for 
extra  services  was  read  once. 

The  non-concurrence  in  the  referrence  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Engineer's  Department,  and  passage  of  the 
order  for    City    Engineer    to  inspect  the  arched  en- 
trances for  towers  of  Boston  &  Lowell  Depot,  came 
np  for  action. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  said  that  the  Council  would 
perhaps  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  order,  should 
t'le  gentleman  who  offered  the  order  give  some  rea- 
sons for  its  passage. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Ward  14  moved  that  the  Conncil  re- 
cede from  its  reference. 

Mr.  Perkins  repeated  that  no  reason  had  yet  been 
given  for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Waid  1-2  said  that  from  the  character 
of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
the  building,  it  was  prima  fade  evidence  that  it  was 
properly  constructed,  as  much  so  as  any  in  the  city. 
Before  they  meddled  with  the  matter,  they  should 
know  something  about  it. 

Mr.  Pease  said  it  would  appear  to  be  the  object  of 
the  other  branch  to  send  the  order  immediately  to 
the  Engineer.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry  of  Mr.  Per- 
kins, the  occurrence  of  today,  he  said,  sliowed  the 
necessity  of  looking  after  all  buildings  believed  to  be 
unsafe. 

Mr.  Jones  said  it  wonld  be  a  matter  of  courtesy  in 
any  event,  if  the  committee  reported  in  favor  of  it, 
to  refer  it  to  the  City  Engineer,  and  it  might  as  well 
go  to  him  to  be  looked  after  at  once.  Many  people 
believe  these  arches  to  be  unsafe,  and  it  wonld  be  as 
well  to  have  them  examined. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  \^''ard  5,  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Engineer's  Department,  said  the  committee  would 
make  no  objection  to  scmding  the  order  at  once  to  the 
Engineer. 

Mr.  Perkins  objected  to  acting  upon  orders  without 
knowing  reasons  for  them,  otherwise  they  would  be 
constantly  sending  the  City  Engineer  from  Dan  to 
Beersheba. 

Mr.  Jones  said  there  were  many  who  believed  the 
arches  in  ([uestion  to  be  unsafe,  being  merely  tied 
together,  and  the  sooner  the  security  of  them  was 
looked  into  the  better. 

The  Clouncil  receded  from  the  reference,  and  con- 
curred in  the  passage  of  the  order. 

ELECTION   OP    PIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  James  Dennie  as  a 
First. Assistant-Assessor  in  place  of  Artemas  R. 
Holden,  chosen  by  the  Council,  was  read,  when  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  e!ecti(m,  which  resulted  as 
follows: 

Wliole  nam  her  of  votes 5G 

Necessary  to  a  choice a9 

Artemas  R.  HolUc^n a» 

James  Dennie Vi 

James  K .  C'rovvley (i 

H.  N.  Holbrook 5 

Theopilus  Burr 4 

Mr.  Holden  was  declared  to  be  again  elected,  in 
nonconcurreuce. 


STREET    WIDENINGS. 

The  Chair  stated  that  he  would  take  up  first  the  pa- 
l)ers  received  from  tlui  Board  of  Alderiuen  1oday,  lie- 
fore  taking  action  upon  the  Salary  bill. 

WIDENING    OP   OriAlFNCY   STREET. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Cnumncy 
str(!et  was  read  once,  and  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved 
a  susi)ension  of  the  rules  for  the  passage  of  the  order 
tonight. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  said  it  was  the  opinion  of 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  that  it  would 
b(^  better  not  to  pass  the  various  street  widenings  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Pease  said  it  was  known  to  every  one  that  the 
owners  of  land  in  these  streets  were  very  anxious  to 
build,  and  the  Street  Commissioners  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  had  given  the  matter  very  careful 
hearings,  and  the  sooner  they  were  disposed  of  the 
better. 

Mr.  Perkins  replied  that  the  gentleman  might  have 
authority  to  sjioak  fin-  others,  but  not  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.  The  Street  Commissioners  were 
of  opinion  that  all  of  these  cu'ders  should  l)e  passed 
at  once,  and  for  that  reason  they  did  not  wish  to  have 
action  upon  two  when  there  were  half  a  dozen  con- 
nected together.  Rather  than  compel  the  city  to  pay 
more  for  land  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  any 
oni^  of  them,  they  should  all  lie  over. 

The  original  and  favorite  plan  was  to  have  Federal 
street  run  into  t'ongress  street,  thus  making  it  a  con- 
tinuous street.  The  plan  was  changed  to  allow  the 
enlargement  of  the  Post  Oflice,  to  which  it  was  be- 
lieved the  (ieneral  Government  was  inclined.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  committee,  a  communication  was 
laid  before  them  from  Hie  Secretary  of  Hie  Treasury, 
relative  to  the  widening  of  the  streets  opjiosite  the 
Post  OBice,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
in  favor  of  the  plan  of  the  Postmaster  to  have  a  space 
on  Congress  street  of  eighty  feet.  The  plan  before 
the  Senate  was  to  lay  out  the  whole  triangular  piece 
of  land  between  Congress  and  Pearl  streets,  and  as  it 
is  believed  they  are  opposed  to  further  aiqiiopriat  ions 
for  public  buildings  in  Boston;  theCityCoiincil  should 
not  act  until  the  action  of  Congress  was  definitely 
settled.  It  was  desirable  that  the  course  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  be  known,  and  if  the  additional  piece 
of  land  is  not  to  be  taken  then  the  origuial  plan  of 
Federal  street  should  be  carried  out.  Nothing  would 
be  lo.st,  then,  by  a  delay  of  one  week. 

Mr.  Pease  said  his  object  was  to  facilitate  matters, 
and  tliat  ^^'as  his  reason  for  the  motion  made  by  him. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  speak  for  the  committee,  and 
this  measure  was  not  connected  with  the  otliers. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  understood  that  the  committee 
would  have  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  the  widening  of  Chauncy  street. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  order  was 
passed 

WIDENINfJ   op  FEDERAL  STREET. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Federal 
street  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  he  did  not  fully  under- 
stand the  reasons  of  the  g;entleman  from  Ward  C  for 
postponement.  The  subject  had  been  under  con- 
sideration nearly  four  months,  and  it  was  necessary 
for  the  owners  of  property  to  eommenee  forthwith 
the  rebuilding  of  their  stores  as  so(m  as  their  lines 
were  fixed.  After  the  deliberations  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, they  could  safely  act  upon  the  conclusions  to 
which  they  had  come,  and  unless  there  were  serious 
objections  in  each  instance,  action  could  be  taken  at 
once  in  their  passage.  The  owners  of  land  were 
clamorous  for  action,  and  great  blame  would  be  cast 
upon  them  for  any  unnecessary  delay. 

It  was  not  the  Street  Commissioners,  but  others, 
who  iiad  caused  the  delay,  and  many  jiersons  were 
of  ojiinioii  that  the  Street  Commissioners  should  have 
acted  independeatly  of  what  others  might  say,  and  fix 
the  lines,  whoever  it  might  hurt.  The  damage  had 
been  very  great  from  the  delay,  and  there  had  been  no 
hasty  legislation  and  could  be  no  objection  to  passing 
each  one  of  those  orders  to  which  no  objection  could 
be  made. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  Commissioners  and  the  com- 
mittee were  unanimous  in  their  o])inion  as  to  each  of 
these  measures  except  the  widening  of  Federal  street. 
They  wore  atfirst  in  favor  of  a  through  street,  and  if 
the  Government  does  not  want  the  additional  land 
for  the  Post  Oflice,  Federal  street  would  be  laid  out 
through  that  land.  Otherwise  it  would  be  better  to 
turn  the  travel  down  iiistea<l  of  uj)  I'lom  Federal 
street.  It  would  he  absolutely  imiiossilile  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  iruit,ed  States  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  widening  of  streets,  and  befoi-e  the 
next  meeting  of  the  C^ouncil    the  question   must  be 
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.settled  liy  Congress.  If  it  must  be  a  cliDice  l)etweeii 
that  and  the  plan  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  the 
last  mnst  be  chosen,  as  reconjuiended. 

Mr.  Denny  said  if  il  was  a  qneslion  of  lines  merely, 
and  not  I  he  wideninj;;  of  Federal  street,  he  did  not 
see  why  tliey  could  not  discuss  it  tojiinht.  Reasons 
could  be  given  why  the  easterly  and  not  the  westerly 
side  of  the  street  should  be  cut  olf.  The  questicni  of 
widening  had  been  fully  discussed  in  the  papers,  and 
was  fully  understood,  and  if  the  ijuestion  of  widen- 
ing on  the  easterly  side  could  he  disposed  of,  he  did 
not  see  why  it  could  not  be  seltled  tonight. 

Mr.  Perkins  Slid  the  Council  might  talk  all  night 
if  they  chose  to.  Referring  again  to  the  original 
plans,  he  gave  the  reasons  for  a  change,  on  account 
of  the  Post  Oflice,  and  if  the  Government  would  not 
take  the  land  on  Congress  street,  he  thought  the  city 
had  better  run  Federal  street  straight  through  it. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  could  not  see  why  the  subject 
should  not  go  over,  for  it  would  take  from  three  to 
five  weeks  i;o  clean  out  cellars  in  that  neigliborhood, 
and  nothing  could  be  lost  by  allowing  the  matter  to 
lie  over. 

Mr.  Deau  of  Ward  Vi  hoped  the  matter  would  not 
be  pressed  tonight.  The  subject  had  .iusi  coun^  be- 
fore them,  and  was  one  of  tlie  greatest  importance 
which  could  be  acted  upon.  The  public  had  little 
idea  of  the  importan(;e  of  Fedeml  street  as  a  thorough- 
fare. 

The  Chair  stated  that  there  was  no  question  before 
the  Council,  and  the  debate  had  been  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  .S  moved  a  suspensi(m  of 
the  rules  for  the  i)assage  of   the  order. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  IG,  said  the  Mayor  was  now  in 
Washington  in  relation  to  the  action  on  the  subject 
of  the  Post  Oflice,  and  on  thai  action  this  order 
liinges.  The  mayor  would  be  at  hom(!  on  Saturday 
or  Monday,  and  it  would  be  better  to  lune  the  matter 
lie  over. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  hoped  the  (uder  would  not 
be  passed  now,  for  much  deijcnded  upon  the  action 
of  Congress.  It  would  not  do  any  harm  to  let  it  lie 
over  one  week. 

Mr.  Benny  said  he  bad  no  desire  in  the  slightest 
degree  except  to  secure  right  action.  There  was  a 
necessity  for  action,  and  if  no  obji'cli<iu  was  made  to 
any  particular  measure,  thal^  might  be  passed,  the 
should  act  on  every  one  they  can. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  had  been  unfortunate  if  he  had 
not  made  liimself  understood.  The  Street  Counuis- 
sioners  did  not  wish  to  have  action  on  any  one  of 
these  tonight  if  they  could  not  all  be  jiassed.  If 
action  should  be  taken  on  any  one,  it  would  afl'ecl  the 
land  to  l)e  taken  in  other  cases,  and  it  was  tlii'  desire 
to  keep  down  the  prices  of  land  nnlil  they  were  all 
passed.  It  was  obvious  that  one  alone  should  not  he 
passed.  There  could  be  no  time  lost  in  laying  the 
subject  over  one  week. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  T  said  it  was  agreed  by  the  com- 
mittee that  they  should  be  passed  altogether,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  they  sh<uikl  be  Iiui'ried 
through  tonight.     They  should  all  lie  over. 

The  question  on  sMspension  of  the  rules  was  lost. 

The  several  orders  for  the  widening  of  Milk  sli-eet, 
the  extension  of  Pearl  street,  the  extension  of  Oliver 
street,  the  widening  of  Congress  street,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  Franklin  street  were  read  once  and  laid 
over. 

SALARY     r.ILI,. 

The  report  and  orders  establishing  the  salaries  of 
city  oflicers  for  the  year,  beginning  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  with  amendments  of  the  l?oard  of  Alder- 
men thereto  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  27,  18T8,)  were 
considered. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  moved  that  the  report  and  or- 
ders be  laid  on  the  table,  to  allow  time  to  look  through 
them. 

Mr.  Flyini  asked  to  have  the  motion  withdrawn  to 
allow  liiin  to  give  notice  of  amendmimts. 

The  motion  «as  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Flynn  gave  notice  that  he  should  propose 
amendments  to  make  the  salary  of  Chief-of-Police 
$4000,  c.-.ptains  of  police  !|fl.5()(),'  lieutenants  .fMtiO, 
sergeants  $1800,  and  patrobnen  $1^200  per  annum; 
also  on  page  16  to  amend  by  making  the  salaries  of 
Chief-Engineer  of  Fire  Depaitment  |;I0()(),  assistant- 
engineers  ,fT00  in  place  of  $'>(I0,  secretary  of  the 
board  .$200(1;  section  4,  foremen  of  companies  $525, 
instead  of  $;ii25;  assistant-foremen,  etc.,  clerks,  etc., 
sections,  $500;  engiuemen  $:i  75  per  day;  firemen 
,$3  .50  per  day. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  asked  if  it  was  designed  to 
strike  out  the  distinctions  against  the  members  from 
Ward  16. 

Mr.  Flynn  replied  that  he  did  so  design. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  raised  the  question  by  what 
rule  any  thing  could  be  struck  out  which  was  not  be- 
fore the  Council. 


Mr.  Flynn  replied  tliat  he  gave  notice  only  of  what 
he  proposed  to  do  when  the  subject  should  come    up. 

Mr.  Shaw  wished  to  know  where  could  be  found 
sections  5  and  6  relating  to  firemen,  because  if  he 
was  called  npou  to  act  he  should  wish  to  know 
whctlu-r  sMi-h  seclious  were  before  tht' board,  and  he 
would  call  for  the  reading  of  them. 

The  Chair  said  there  was  no  motion  i)ending,  and 
he  stopped  the  reading  of  the  report  on  a  proposed 
queslion.  There  was  nothing  but  the  reading  of  the 
report  before  the  Council,  and  the  discussion  was 
wholly  irregular. 

Mr.  West  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  subject 
over. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  had 
put  on  his  specs  he  wmild  ha\e  found  the  sections  in 
question. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  reading  of  the  sections. 

The  Chair  stated  thai  he  was  going  on  to  read  the 
whole  order  wlicn  he  was  slopped. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  only  wished  for  the  reading  of  a 
part  of  it. 

The  Chair  proceeded  to  read  the  orders. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  moved  that  the  reading  be 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Shaw  claimed  that  under  the  rules,  when  any 
member  called  for  the  reading  of  an  order  oi' report, 
it  was  not  conq)etent  for  any  one  to  ask  to  dispense 
with  the  re.-iding.  It  was  the  right  of  any  one  that 
when  he  asked  it  should  b(^  read. 

The  Chair  staled  tbaMt  was  ccmipetent  to  call  for 
(he  reading,  or  that  il  be  dispensed  with.  It  was 
counx'tent  to  ask  that  a  document  be  read  by  its  title. 
In  this  case  the  Chair  was  sto])ped  in  his  reading,  and 
he  should  go  on.  The  Chair  should  have  proceeded 
to  read. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  by  its  title, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  still  had  the  right  to  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  ordei- in  full,  or  in  detail,  and  he  call- 
ed for  the  reading.  He  wantedio  know  what  he  was 
to  vote  upon.  It  was  his  right  to  have  the  order 
read,  and  it  must  be  I'ead. 

The  Chair  said  he  would  first  decide  on  the  q,ues- 
tiiui  of  order,  and  stated  that  as  a  general  principle 
it  was  (•orr<Tl  that  a  member  had  a  right  to  have  a 
document  read,  at  any  time.  Vet  a  motion  might 
also  be  made  to  have  the  reading  by  its  title. 
The  order  would  first  be  read  by  its  title,  and  he  now 
read  it  by  title. 

The  .  'hair  then  stated  the  question  to  be  upon  giving 
the  orders  a  sec(md  I'eading. 

Mr.  Blackmar  inquired  if  a  motion  had  not  been 
made  lo  iay  the  orders  (ui  the  table;  if  not  he  would 
make  th<'  motion. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

The  Chair  stated  that  there  was  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  stating  that  se(;- 
tions  I,  5.  6  and  7  of  the  orders  relating  to  pay  of  the 
Fire  l)e])artment  had  been  stiicken  from  the  orders 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Wai'd  3  moved  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  he  refer,  ed  to  tlie  next  meeting  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  inquired  if  the  refer- 
ences were  not  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  of  the 
oi'ders. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  they  were  not. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  inquired  if  the  sections  were 
not  those  stricken  from  the  orders  by  the  Boaid  of 
Aldc^nnen. 

Mr,  Sh.iw  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the  gen- 
tlema'n  had  no  right  to  refer  to  the  action  of  a  coor- 
dinate branch  of  the  (lovernment.  He  had  a  right  to 
refer  to  whal  was  before  them  for  their  action,  but 
not  to  crit<ise  or  lefer  to  any  action  of  the  other 
branch,  which  was  out  of  order. 

The  Chair  said  he  did  not  understand  the  point  of 
order  mad('  by  tlie  uH>mb(!i-  from  Wai'd  5. 

Mr.  Shaw  replied  Ihat  the  gentleman  had  no  right 
to  refer  to  any  matter  on  the  table,  or  that  had  been 
referred  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  Chair  did  not  understand  what  tlu^  gentleman 
considered  as  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  stating  his  point  of  order. 

The  Chair  asked  him  to  state  it,  there  being  nothing 
before  the  Council  tiebatable. 

Mr.  Shaw  proceeded  to  state  that  sections  5,  6  and 
7  w  ere  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  his  friend  had  spoken  of  them  as  having  been 
laid  on  the  table  or  had  been  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  b'lynn  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  talking  to  the  subject  matter,  and 
bad  not  raised  any  j)oint  of  order. 

The  Chair  stated  as  his  understanding  of  the  point 
of  order,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  was  out 
of  order  for  referring  to  the  action  of  the  Board  ot 
Aldermen.    He  heard  nothing  improper  in  his  all u- 
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siojis,  and  l.hero  was  nothing  disrespectful  in  liis 
reference  to  tlie  Board,  which  disrespectful  allusions 
(done  are  not  in  order  in  cither  branch  towards  tlie 
other. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  was  engaged  when  the  commu- 
nication was  read,  and  he  made  the  inquiry  for  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion  for  an  assignment. 

Mr.  Perkins  inquired  what  the  motion  of  assign- 
ment  was. 

riie  (hair  stated  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had 
stricken  out  sections  4,  5,  (i,  and  7  of  the  order  relating 
to  the  ijay  of  t,he  Fire  Department,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Kire  Uepartnient. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  that  inasmuch  as  the  others 
had  been  so  disposed  of,  the  communication  and 
references  be  laid  on  the;  tabic.     Carried. 

XTNFINISHET)   BUSINESS. 

The  order  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  autho.i- 
ized  1o  allow  for  payment  to  the  City  Treasurer 
$1343  01,  the  amount  paid  by  him  on  an  execution  In 
favor  of  Sylvester  C-Jardner  and  Kosanna,  his  wife, 
for  in.juries  from  a  defect  in  a  highway  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

I'ETlTnjNS   PRESENTED   AND   EEPERRBD. 

Certain  citizens  and  taxpayers,  to  be  heard  in  re- 
lation to  changes  in  the  Building  law,  and  for  a  stay 
of  proceedings,  the  proposed  changes  not  being  feu- 
tlie  good  of  the  greatest  number.  Keferred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  buildings. 

S.  1).  Ci'une  and  forty-two  others,  for  a  steam  fire 
engine  in  Ward  11.  Keferred  to  Committee  on  Fire 
Department. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  uminimously  passed: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Captain  Snow  and  the  otlicers  and 
men  of  the  Boston  Fusileers,  Company  (},  Third 
Regiment  of  Infanlry,  M.  \.  M.,  f(u-  promplly  volun- 
teering their  services  and  for  tlie  valuable  aid  they 
rendered  to  the  police  at  the  fire  in  Hanover  street 
tills  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  sympathy  of  the  City  Council 
is  hereby  tendered  to  the  families  of  those  firemen 
and  others  who  lo^t  there  lives  at  the  fire  in  Hano\'er 
street  this  day,  and  to  those  who  were  in.iured  in  the 
discharge  of  their  diitv,  and  to  the  other  persons  in- 
.iured and  their  families. 

The  last  resolution  was  passed  by  a  rising  vote. 

NOMINATION    OP     ENdlNEEUS    OP    FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Marston  of  Ward  10  moved  to  talce  from  the 
table  the  oixler  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  to  make  the  nominations  projiosed  should 
be  delayed  for  acti(ui  on  certain  reconiniendations  re- 
ferred in  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  the 
Committee  on  LiMre  Department,  in  relation  to  the 
nomination  of  Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers  to  be 
made  by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  tlie  City 
Council.  It  was  an  important  and  very  excellent 
change,  and  as  the  subject  was  now  before  a  commit- 
tee of  the  t'ity  Government  it  would  not  be  well  to 
false  action  upon  making  nominations.  Until  those 
recommendations  were  passed  uiion  or  a  report  was 
made,  he  hoped  the  order  would  not  pass,  and  moved 
that  it  lie  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  'A  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  the 
subject  over  would  not  prevail,  for  sixteen  members 
of  this  branch  and  twelve  of  the  other  were  just  as 
well  qualified  to  make  nominations  as  the  Mayor 
could  be.  With  all  due  respect  to  the;  Mayor,  he 
would  not  take  tlie  question  of  making  the  nomina 
tions  from  the  City  C'ouncil. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  Hi  said  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Mayor  would  be  delighted  to  be  relieved  of  sncli  a  re- 
sponsibility. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  did  not  think  there  were  any 
such  suggestions  in  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. The  committee  were  in  favor  of  some 
changes  in  the  ordinances  hereafter,  to  take  place  at 
some  future  time,  by  which  the  Chief  and  Assistant 
Engineers  would  be  given  more  power  than  they  have 
now. 

M  r.  Flynii  hoped  the  matter  would  not  b(^  laid  over, 
for  lie  felt  competent  to  judge  for  himself  as  to  the 
nominations  for  engineers. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  said  with  due  deference  to 
the  suggestions  made  for  a  cliange,  the  nominations 
should  be  selected  by  the  members  of  the  several 
wards,  who  are  more  competent  than  others  can  be 
to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  the  engineers  in 
their  own  secticmw. 

Mr.  Dean  said  that  after  the  Fire  Comraission 
had  presented  a  report,  and  certain  recommendations 


had  liocn  referred  to  the  committee,  it  is  now  said 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  will  sometime 
jiropose  a  change  in  the  ordinance,  but  go  on  now, 
and  commit  tliemselves  this  year  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  changes,  which  they  say  may  be  made  at 
some  future  time. 

Now  it  would  be  the  strangest  thing,  so  soon  after 
the  fire,  to  tuni  a  deaf  ear  to'  these  recommendations 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  not  try  to  have  any  im- 
]u-oveinents  made  in  the  Fire  Department.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  T  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
t  he  table,  and,  unless  he  had  great  leisure,  he  could 
not  have  read  much  of  it.  lie  did  not  understand 
that  it  was  giving  up  a  prerogative,  but  it  was  a  rec- 
ommendation to  consider  wliether  ihe  appointment 
of  a  Chief,  and  lie  believed  also  of  Assistant-En- 
gineers, could  not  be  better  made  in  a  different  way 
than  it  now  is.  If  he  was  convinced  that  it  could  be, 
he  would  not  object  to  giving  up  the  prerogative  of 
the  Council,  and  would  part  with  the  power.  There 
was  not  a  member  of  the  board  who  had  the  power 
to  select  independently,  for  it  was  always  a  foregone 
conclusion  what  the  result  would  be  from  the  meas- 
ures used  to  secure  the  nominations. 

He  could  understand  that  the  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  and  their  friends  desire  that  a  change 
should  not  talie  place,  and  they  can  make  it  difficult  • 
to  take  place.  They  were  not  sure  that  there  will  be 
any  change,  but  the  committee  should  report  prompt 
ly,  and  they  should  take  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  subject,  as  to  what  shall  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  city  in  the  long  run.  It  may  be  best  not  to  ex- 
ercise the  power  proposed,  or  in  a  particular  vvayyyet 
there  should  be  no  hugging  of  a  prerogative.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  appointments  would  be  laid 
over,  and  that  the  committee  would  take  prompt  ac- 
tion, which  should  prove  to  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Jones  said  there  was  no  design  by  the  commit- 
tee to  cover  up  anything.  He  could  not  say  that 
there  would  be  any  change  proposed  in  the  manner 
of  election,  but  it  was  believed  an  amendment  would 
be  recommended  to  give  the  engineers  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment more  power.  As  an  f)ld  member  of  the 
department,  he  knew  it  \vas  the  feeling  that  thev  did 
not  have  power  enough.  The  committee  would  prob- 
ably soon  report  on  the  suljject. 

Mr.  Dean  was  of  the  belief  that  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion was  before  the  committee  as  much  as  anything 
else;  and  before  an  election  was  made  there  should 
be  a  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  he  believed  from  what  he 
could  learn,  the  Fire  Commissioners  would  be  glad  to 
get  their  report  back  again  for  tlieir  own  credit. 
They  knew  so  little  about  the  matter  that  they  did 
not  know  what  was  meant  by  coupling  or  uncoupling 
hose. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  said  he  had  listened  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
his  duty,  whether  they  should  or  not  postpone  action 
on  the  subject  of  nominating  officers  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  he  failed  to  sec  why  the  committee 
should  not  be  appointed  tonight.  They  were  acting 
under  the  present  ordinance  and  should  act  now. 

Mr.  Jones,  in  justice  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, said  it  should  be  stated  that  they  would 
probalily  rei)ort  on  the  matter  in  their  hands  before 
the  Commiltee  on  Nominations  make  their  report. 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  gentleman  had  said  they  had 
heard  from  tlie  committee,  but  it  was  not  so,  for  the 
hearing  from  one  member  was  not  hearing  from  the 
committee.  The  matter  was  once  laid  on'  the  table 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  from  the  committee,  and 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  looking  into  the  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  answered  all  the  objections  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  in  the  statement  that  the  nomina- 
tions would  not  probably  be  reported  upon  before  the 
committee  made  their  report  on  the  suggestions  of  the 
Commissioners. 

iVir.  Dean  believed  there  could  be  nothing  lost  by 
delay,  and  hoped  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
would  not  be  made  tonight. 

Mr.  Flynn  said    it  was' true  he  made  tlie    motion  to  . 
lay  the  report  of  the  Commission  on  the  table,  which 
report  was  laid  before  the  Council   on  the  3(lth  Janu- 
ary, since  which    time  there  had    been    abundant  ap- 
portunity  to  consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  Jones  stated  that  there  would  be  but  a  month 
before  the  new  board  should  lie  eUicted,  failing  in 
which  the  (■iigiiicers  would  hold  over. 

Mr.  West  oi'  Ward  1(i  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
the  comniiltee  shall  not  report  on  the  n(uniiiations 
until  tlic  icHiimiltee  shall  report  on  tlie  reixirt  of  the 
Fire  ( 'ominissioners. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  motion  was  not  now  in 
order,  the  question  being  on  postpouemenl  one 
week. 


COMMON       COTJlSrCIL. 


The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 

The  question  being  upon  the  appointment  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  West  offered  his  amendment  again. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  order  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee  was  carried. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Council— Ward  1,  Tower;  2,  Dacey;  3,  Wells; 
4,  Powers;  5,  Mahan;  6,  Perkins;  7,  Plynn;  8,  Dar- 


row;  9,  Prescott;  10,  Marston;  11,  Caton;  12,  Dean; 
13,- Woodward;  14,  Boardniaii;  15,  Edwards;  16,  Weint. 

Mr.  Dean  asked  to  he  excused  from  serving  on  the 
committee,  but  the  request  was  not  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Messrs.  Page, 
Pickering  of  Ward  fi,  and  Thacher  of  Ward  U>  were 
Appointed  a  committee,  to  be  .ioined,  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  Commissioner  on  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  tlie  Board  of  Alderineii^ 

MARCH    a,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meetiug  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afteruoou  at  four  o'clock.  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Pour  Grand  Jurors  were  drawn  for  the  United 
States  District  Court. 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE   AND   CONTIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Weigher  and  Iii.spector  of 
Bundle  Hay— George  A.  Soule^  at  Wale.*  wharf. 

Undertaker — Alonzo  T.  Baxter. 

Commissioner  on  Cambridge  Bridges  —  Frederic 
W'.  Lincoln. 

Commissioner  on  Charlestown  Bridges — Joseph  M. 
Wightman. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay — Joseph  Til- 
mann,  at  the  German  Eoman  Catholic  Chuirh,  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  George  \V.  Blair,  at  the  Old  South 
Church ;  Joseph  Story,  at  the  Bowdoin-sqnare 
Church. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   KEPKURED. 

Henry  T.  P^agen,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  six  liorses  on  K  street,  near  First  street. 

Samuel  S.  Kenney,  for  leave  to  build  a  stable  for 
two  horses  on  Saratoga  street,  corner  of  Putnam 
street. 

John  Day,  for  leave  to  occupj'  a  wooden  stable  for 
one  hoise  on  Eighth  si  reel ,  rear  of  8.51 . 

George  H.  Homer  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Gold  sheet,  rear  of  M()7  Pouith 
street. 

Severally  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

George  Atkinson  and  Moses  Williams,  Jr.,  trustees, 
for  increase  of  damages  on  Washington-street  widen- 
ing. 

Potter,  White  &  Bayley.  to  be  paid  for  extension 
of  Franklin  street  through  their  leasehold  estate  Nos. 
56-57  Pearl  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Fearing,  Rodman,  Swift  &  Co.  and  others,  for  relief 
from  the  blockaded  condition  of  North  and  South 
Market  streets,  caused  by  wagons,  teams,  etc.  Re- 
ferred to  Committees  on  Market  and  Licenses. 

Minerva  W.  Houghton,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  493  Tremont  street. 

James  Parker  and  others,  for  change  of  grade  in 
Hawley  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Edward  "Lang  and  others,  for  the  removal  of  the 
elm  tree  in  St.  .lames  street,  near  Regent  sireet.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Common,  on  the  part  of  this 
Board. 

Mary  G.  Pickering  and  others,  for  al)atement  of 
assessment  for  c<mstruction  of  a  drain  in  Otis  place, 
Ward  6. 

S.  N.  Messer  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  St.  James 
street. 

Severally   referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Bernard  O'Kane,  for  amendment  of  certain  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Police  Department,  to  provide 
that  no  dednctions  shall  be  made  from  pay  of  officers 
during  sickness,  aiul  that  provision  be  made  for  them 
to  attend  their  respective  places  of  worship  on  Sun- 
days.    Referred  to  Commil  tee  on  Police. 

Jacob  Rand,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  East  Dedham  streel . 

Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  for  extension  of  time  in  which 
to  build  on  Harrison  avenue,  corner  of  SpringfieUl 
street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  in- 
crease of  I'ent  of  armory  at  577  Washington  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

Alderman  Clark  presented  a  petition  from  snndry 
citizens  of  Boston,  requesting  that  all  departments 
of  the  Public  Library  may  be  open  to  the  public  on 
Sundays.  Signed  by  John  G.  Loring,  James  Free- 
man Clarke,  "Samnel  G.  Howe,  H.  D.Parker.  Little, 
Brown  &  Co.,  Theodore  Metcalf.  A.  K.  Lormg.  Jor- 
dan, Marsh  &  Co.,  Arthur  Cheney.  Otis  Rich,  James 
T.  Fields,  Crosby,  Morse  &  Foss,' Charles  G.  Greene, 
Francis  H.  Underwood,  George  H.  Chickering,  Henry 
C.  Badger,  H.  G.  Otis,  Patrick  Donahoe,  Edward  E. 
Hale,  Rufus  Ellis,  George  E.  Ellis,  Daniel  N.  Haskell, 
P.  S.  Gilmore,  and  others.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Library. 


RtOSiriNATION    OP   OFFICE. 

A  communication  was  received fi'cmi  John  H.  Cook, 
resigning  his  olKce  as  Cleric  of  Ward  11,  under  the 
order  of  the  President  of  the  Uniled  States  by  which 
persons  in  Ihc  employment  of  the  GeiU'ral  (iovern- 
ment  are  (lis(|iialili<(l  from  holding  State  or  munici- 
pal oitices.     Orderi-d  to  be  placed  on  file. 

ANNIIAI,   REPORT   OP  COMMISSIONERS  OP   CEDAR  GKOVE 
CISMETERY. 

The  lifth  auiuial  report  of  the  Commissioi\er8  of 
Cedar  (irove  Cemetery  states  that  the  si'rvices  of  F. 
M.  Safford  were  .secured  as  Snperinlendent  on  the 
first  of  May  last,  and  he  has  performed  the  duties  of 
the  otlice  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Connnissioners 
and  the  acceptance  of  Hiosc  having  relations  with  the 
cemetery.  The  work  during  the  year  embraces  the 
raising  and  giadiug  of  a  i)art  of  Linden  avenue, 
changnig  the  location  of  another  part  of  the  same 
avenue,  and  of  a  parr  of  Cedar  avenue  and  the  grad- 
ing of  the  same:  the  grading  in  pait  of  the  large  tract 
of  land  lying  bel  wi'cn  Ihesc  two  avenncK;  the  prepar- 
ation of  I  he  oiiiamental  sjiaces  I'or  planis  and  shrnb- 
bery;  Ihe  planling  of  Irees,  i)lants  and  shrubs,  and 
other  woik  of  clearing  the  ground. 

Twenty-five  of  the  lots  previously  sold  have  been 
newly  graded  and  sodded  at  the  expense  of  the  pro- 
prietors; twenly  lots  were  sold  and  twenty-si.x  were 
graded  in  lS7-.i,  .-ind  the  nnmlier  of  inlennents  was 
forty.  A  pnblic  lot  large  enough  to  afford  room  for 
one  thousand  single  graves  has  been  laid  oui  in  an 
eligible  location  on  Maple  avenue,  the  grading  of 
which  will  be  ciu'ried  on  as  occasion  may  demand. 
Under  Ihe  authority  to  expend  $(il)00  in  improving 
the  gi'(unids,  the  e.Kpeiidilnres  have  amounted  to 
f51.5(;b),  of  which  ^^A'.K  (15  was  to  Superintendent 
anil  laborers,  |511  4H  for  horses,  carts,  etc..  .^278 'JO 
for  plants,  trees  and  seeds,  pi'.ii  51  for  manure  and 
loam,  ^:200  to  (4erk,  $188  for  tools,  flM)  for  posts,  . 
$ll:>  118  for  |)rinling,  engineering,  removal  of  bodies, 
etc.  Since  the  last  ainnnd  leport  the  Shawniut 
Brainh  Railroad  <'on)|iany  has  completed  its  track 
through  a  part  of  Ihe  eenietei'y  grounds,  .-nid  is  run- 
ning its  cars,  but  the  railroad  "oinpany  has  yet  con- 
siderable work  to  do  in  the  grounds  to  place  them 
and  the  crossings  of  the  avenues  by  its  track  in  the 
condition  riMjuired  by  law. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IINFINISIIED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  allow  Company  K,  Ninth  Infantry,  $70  70, 
for  repaiis  on  their  armory  on  'I'hird  and  Dorchester 
streets. 

Order  to  allow  Company  .^,  Ninth  Infantry,  fliOO 
per  annum  for  rent  of  .armoiv  at  the  corner  of  Cause- 
way and  Lowell  streets,  tron'i  Feb.  1,  ]87;l 

Order  to  .-dlow  Company  A.  Ninth  Infantry,  $;M0, 
for  repairs  and   furniture  of  armory. 

Order  to  pay  Sidney  B.  Morse  $.5fiOO,  for  land  taken 
on  Bedford  streel. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  Willis  $2985,  for  land  taken  on 
Purchase  sti'eet. 

Order  to  i)ay  William  F.Weld  $19,520,  for  land  taken 
on  Devonshiie  street. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  E.  H.  Robbins.  $2.5t),  for  land 
taken  on  Sturgis  street. 

P.\PEHS    FROM  THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  S.  D.  Crane  and  others  and  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Blue  and  others,  were  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  order  for  the  apiiointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  nominate  a  Commissioner  on  Sinking  Funds. 
was  concurred  in,  and  .Vldei-men  Gibson  and  Clark 
were  joined  to  the  committee. 

The  apjioinhnent  of  one  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  each  ward,  with  such  a.s  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  as  a  conimittee  to  nominate  a 
Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers  of  the  Fn-e  Depart- 
ment, was  concurred  in,  and  the  whole  Board  of  Al- 
deimeii  were  joined  to  the  ccmimittee. 

Tlie  following  votes  were  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Resolutions  of  sympathy  with  families  of  firemen 
killi-d  or  injured  at  the  recent  fire  on    Hanover  street. 

A'ote  of  thanks  to  Boston  Fusileers  for  military  as- 
sistance rendered  at  the  scene  of  the  said  fire. 

PIKST    ASSISTANT-.iSSESSOR. 

The  election  of  Artemas  R.  Holden  as  a  First  As- 
sistant-Assessor in  place  of  James  Dennie.  chosen 
by  the  Board,  came  up,  when  the  Board  proceeded 
to  an  election  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  nninber  uf  votes 13 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

James  Deunie  had 9 

Artemas  E.  Holden 3 

Mr.  Dennie  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in 
nonconcurrence. 


M  A  I^  C  H 
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RKPORTS   OF   COMMTTTEES. 

Aklcriiiiiii  Sayward,  from  the  Coininittec  on  Health, 
repoited  tlial  leave  he  granted  to  Thomas  (".  Pipev  to 
oecupj'  a  ivooden  stahle  for  (wo  horses  on  West  f'ot- 
ta-^'e  street,  ])roYided  said  stahle  shall  he  located  on 
the  soiilhwesteily  eonier  of  said  lol.     Aceepled. 

Ahleiinaii  Culler,  from  the  ( 'oiiiiniltee  on  Paviiig. 
to  whom  was  recommilteed  the  ordei'  of  iiotiee  rela 
live  to  the  revoeaticm  of  the  location  of  the  Metro- 
politan Uailroad  on  W'alnul  avenue,  and  petitious  in 
favor  of  said  revocation,  made  a  report  reeonimend- 
injj;  tl>e  passage  of  an  (M'der  revoking  the  right  grant- 
ed to  the  Metropolitan  Kailroad  Company  by  the  city 
of  Eoxbury  Novemher  T,  1855,  to  lay  a  single  track 
over  Walnut  street  (now  Walnut  avenue),  from  the 
corner  of  Warren  street  to  West  Roxbiiry  line.  Read 
once. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  several  petitions  of 
Leauder  H.  Jones  and  others,  that  a  street,  in  contin- 
uation of  Foundry  street  be  called  Alfred  street; 
William  Hayes,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Alav- 
erick  street';  James  J.  Hogan,"to  he  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  H  street,  near  Second  street;  and  no 
action  necessary  on  the  several  petitions  of  Maria 
D.  Lockwood.  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Dorr 
street;  Ebeu  Jackson,  to  be  compensatecl  for  grade 
damages  in  Broadway;  and  P.  W.  G.  May,  to  be  paid 
for  grade  damages  on  Dorchester  avenue.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
accompanying  offer  from  the  First  Bapti.st  Society,  of 
apartments  in  their  church  for  city  oflices,  macle  a 
report  that  they  have  visited  the  premises  and  find 
they  are  not  suitable  for  the  use  required  by  the  city. 
They  would  therefore  report  inexpedient.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
made  a  report  on  sundry  petitions  for  apportionment 
of  betterments  on  sundry  estates  on  Harrison  avenue, 
with  an  order  for  the  apportionment  into  tlnee  equal 
parts  of  the  assessments  upon  Joseph  Nickerson,  Jo- 
seph GrifHn,  Michael  Connors,  Canterbury  Litchfield, 
Henry  B.  Chamberlin,  John  F.  Newton,  four  es- 
tates; Henry  Kelley,  Mehitable  Curtis,  Daniel  A. 
Sigourney,  two  estates;  Hoi-atio  G.  Morse,  three  es- 
tates; heirs  of  Peter  Goodnow,  Caleb  Dyce. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  J. 
Graham  and  others ,  to  give  a  concert  at  Wait's  Hal), 
March  5;  W.  S.  Pike,  to  give  entertainments  of  magic 
at  East  Boston,  South  P».ston,  etc. ;  T.  H.  Dunn,  to 
deliver  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Meionaon;  toR.  H. 
Spalding,  as  an  auctioneer;  to  fourteen  newsboys;  to 
certain  persons  as  victuallers,  a  pawnbroker,  wagon 
licenses,  transfer  of  wagon  license,  to  keep  an  intel- 
ligence office,  for  hack  stand,  dealers  in  second-hand 
articles.    Accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Flint  Peaslee,  for  leave  to  sell  candies 
in  Bowdoin  square.     Acceptec. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  of  the  School  Committee  requesting  the 
City  Council  to  furnish  additional  accommodations 
for  primary  scholars  in  East  Boston,  made  a  report, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authoi'ized  to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for 
the  erection  of  primary  schoolhouses  on  land  owned 
by  the  city  in  the  Prescott  and  Chapman  school  dis- 
tricts in  East  Boston,  said  plans  to  be  approved  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  procuring  the  same  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public"  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, who  were  requested  to  report  an  ordinance 
providing  that  the  Port  Physician  shall  be  the 
physician  or  assistant-physician,  as  t-he  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  may  elect,  of  all  the 
city  establishments  which  are  or  may  be  located  at 
Deer  Island,  made  a  report  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  ordinance: 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to  the 
public  health. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Public 
Health  passed  the  second  day  of  December,  1872,  is 
hereby  amended  by  striking  out  Ihe  twenty-tifth  sec- 
tion and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

Sect.  25.  The  Port  Physician  shall  reside  at  Deer 
Island.  He  shall  be  superintendent  and  physician  of 
the  quarantine  establishment  at  Deer  Island,  and 
either  physician  or  assistant-physician,  as  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  lustitutions  may  elect,  of  all 


the  city  establishments  which  arc  or  may  be  located 
upon  said  island.  He  shall  |)erform  all  sncii  services 
as  may  be  rc(|uired  of  liim  by  the  Mayor  or  the  Board 
of  Health  in  relation  to  (iiiaiantine. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  tlie  ordinance  was 
passed. 

SECOND    ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Committee  (ui  Assess- 
ors'Department,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
following  named  persons  for  Second  Assistant  As- 
sessors: 

Ward  1  (2  districts)— John  Noble,  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney. 

Ward    2    (2   districts) — George    W.    Close,    Dennis 
Cawley,  Jr. 
W'ard  S  (1  district)— Charles  H.  Boardman. 
Ward  4  (2  districts) — Martiu  Dowling,   William  S. 
Whitney. 

Ward  5  (2  districts)— Roger  H.  Scanuell,  Daniel  J. 
Courtney. 
Ward  G  (1  district) — Emerson  Coolidge. 
Ward  '?  (2  districts)— Dudley  Pray,  Jeremiah  Sul- 
livan. 
Ward  8  (1  district)— M.  H.  Enwright. 
Ward  9  (2  districts)— Francis  R.  Stoddard,  James 
Standish. 
Ward  10  (1  district)— Charles  B.  Hunting. 
Ward  11  (1  district)— George  W.  Skinner. 
Ward  12  (2  districts)— Thomas  Leavitt,  Joseph  R. 
Grose. 
Ward  Vi  (1  district)  Edward  W.  Dolan. 
Ward   14   (2  districts)— Elbridge  G.  Scott,  William 
H.  Mcintosh. 

Ward  15  (2  districts)— Henry  A.  Drake,  B.  F.  S. 
Bullard. 

Ward  16  (3  districts)— John  Pierce,  E.  H.  R.  Rug- 
gles,  George  W.  Conant 

The  report  was  accepted,  when  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  an  election,  the  re.sult  of  the  ballot  being  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 13 

Necessai'v  to  a  choice 7 

Ward  l—Two  Districts. 

John  Noble 12 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney 12 

Ward2—Two  Districts. 

George  W.  Close 12 

Dennis  Cawley,  Jr 12 

Ward  o—One  District. 

Charles  H.  Boardman 6 

E.  W.  James 3 

Artemas  K.  Holden.: 2 

Joseph  Allen 1 

M'ardi — Two  Districts. 

Martin  Dowling 12 

William  S.  Whitney 12 

Ward  5— Two  Districts. 

Roger  H.  Scannell 11 

John  J.  Gallivan 11 

John  Donnelly 2 

Ward  d—One  District. 

John  T.  Prince 9 

Emerson  Coolidge 3 

Ward  'i—Two  Districts. 

Dudley  Pray 11 

Jeremiah  Sullivan 12 

James  H.  Magner 1 

Ward  8—  One  District. 

Ira  D.  Davenport 9 

M.  H.  Enwright 3 

Ward  'i—Two  Districts. 

Francis  E.  Stoddard 12 

James  Standish 12 

Ward  10— One  District. 

Charles  B.Hun  ting 12 

Ward  n—One  District. 

George  W.  Skinner 12 

Waj'd  n—Two  Districts. 

Thoma.s  Leavitt 12 

Joseph  R.  Grose 12 

Ward  13— One  District. 

Edward  W.  Dolan 12 

Ward  li—Two  Districts. 

Elbridge  G.  Scott 12 

William  H.  Mcintosh 12 

Ward  15— Two  Districts. 

Henry  A.  Drake 11 

B.  F.  S.  Bullard 9 

Edward  Kelley 5 

James  H.  Morrow 1 

Wat'd  16— Three  Districts. 

John  Pierce 12 

E.  H.  E.  Ruggles 12 

George  W.  Conant 9 

Oliver  Hall S 

By  the  returns  it  appears  that  there  was  a  choice  in 
aH  the  wards  except  Ward  3. 
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On  the  secoiid  ballot  tUo  result  in  Ward  3  was  as 
follows: 

Whole  uunilier  of  votes 1^ 

Necessary  to  a  clioicC' /? 

Joseph  Allen li 

Charles  H.  Boardman J 

E.  W.  James 1 

Ai'temas  R.  Hoklen 1 

The  third  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes I'-' 

.   Necessary  to  a  choice 1 

Joseph  Allen i> 

Charles  H.  Boardman 3 

Mr.  Allen  was  declared  to  be  elected. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  $26,000 
allowed  for  clerk  hire  in  the  Assessors"  Department, 
in  the  salary  order  of  the  (!ity  Council  of  1872,  a 
further  sum  of  $1000  be  allowed  for  that  purpose,  for 
payment  of  clerk  hire  in  that  department  during  the 
present  salary  year,  ending  March  31,  187-2;  said  sum 
to  be  chai'ged  to  the  approjjriation  for  Salaries. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  (.'lark — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  take  such  measures  as  the  Committee  on 
Paving  may  from  time  to  time  deem  expedient  to 
keep  the  streets  on  the  burnt  district  clear  from  ob- 
structions and  safe  for  public  travel;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Burnt  District. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  report  to 
this  Board  a  series  of  rules  to  govern  the  persons 
authorized  under  section  41  of  the  ordinance  on 
streets,  to  sprinkle  the  streets  of  this  city. 

ORDERS   OP   NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  N.  C.  Munson,  for  leave  to  cross  a 
portion  of  Yarmouth  street  with  a  rail  track.  Hear- 
ing, Monday,  March  24,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  the  Howard  Watch  Company,  for 
leave  to  locate  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Eustis 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Prcscott  street.  Hearing, 
Monday,  March  24,  4  P.  M. 

ORDERS   READ   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Orders  to  pay  Jolui  Foster  $387.5,  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Bedford  street;  to  pay  Caleb  Stetson  and  Sam- 
uel Atherton  !|1;2577,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Purchase 
street;  to  pay  H.  Hollis  Hnnnewell  $S(I21,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  Devonshire  street;  to  pay  J.  Henry 
Sears  $786  90,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Cottage  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  that  the  street 
leading  from  Fourth  street  opposite  Foundry  street, 
and  extending  to  Dorchester  avenue  near  Sixth 
street,  a  portion  of  which  has  heretofore  been  called 
Foundry  street  and  a  portion  Sixth  street,  be  called 
and  known  as  Foundry  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  an  order  to  re- 
scind an  order  of  April  12,  1872.  making  an  allowance 
of  $400  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  A, 
Ninth  Regiment,  on  Hanover  street, 

PAYMENT   OF   CLAIMS    FOR   WORK     ON    SMALLPOX    HOS- 
PITAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  report  "leave 
to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  Holohan  A:  JMaguire  to 
be  paid  for  plumbing  work  on  Smallpox  Hospital 
destroyed  by  lire,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  con- 
sidered. 

Alderman  Sayward  ofEered  an  order  as  a  substitute 
for  the  report,  "to  pay  the  parties  $1024  for  work  done 
on  said  hospital. 

Alderman  Gaffield  stated  as  the  grounds  for  the 
report,  that  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  ob- 
tained, that  as  the  work  under  the  contract  was  not 
accepted,  it  would  not  be  legal  to  pay  for  it,  and,  ad- 
mitting it  to  be  a  hard  case,  as  they  were  not  called 
upon  to  exercise  charity,  the  committee  could  not 
report  in  favor  of  the  payment  of  the  claim. 

Alderman  Sayward  did  not  agree  with  the  commit- 
tee in  their  conclusions,  for  he  believed  the  contract 
to  be  virtually  completed,  there  being  but  three  or 
four  extra  hours"  work  to  be  done;  and  it  would  be  a 
species  of  robbei'y  not  to  pay  them  for  their  work. 
If  the  contract  was  fulfilled,  the  city  ought  to  pay 
them. 

Alderman  Quincy  stated  as  the  difference,  that  if 
the  contract  was  nearly  completed  it  was  not  fully, 
and  it  was  a  question  whether  they  had  a  right  to 
pay  for  work  not  delivered,  simply  because  it  was  a 
hard  case.  He  heartily  sympathized  with  the  par- 
ties, but  they  were  not  there  to  exercise  pity,  and 
should  not  vote  for  the  order  if  it  was  illegal,  as  they 
were  assured  it  was  by  the  City  Solicitor.  "^ 

In  answer  to  a  question  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  he 
said  the  work  was  not  at  the  time   the  city's,  but  to 


be  delivered,  and  was  at  the  risk  of  the  builders.  If 
completed  and  accepted,  the  city  would  have  been 
liable;  but  at  the  time  the  building  was  owned  by 
the  contractors,  and  it  was  at  their  risk. 

Alderman  Sayward  declared  that  they  did  deliver 
their  work  to  the  city  on  their  grounds,  and  on  the 
sec(md  contiact,  after  the  fire,  what  was  picked  up 
as  the  remains  of  the  fire  were  accepted  by  the  city. 
If  the  contract  was  not  admitted  to  be  completed,why 
did  the  city  accept  the  materials  saved  from  the  fire? 
Alderman  Clark  believed  there  could  be  no  doubt 
there  was  an  equitable  claim.  The  circumstances  of 
the  case  were  pecuiiai-,  and  was  for  work  in  plumb- 
ing, not  like  that  of  a  schoolhouse  or  engine  house, 
to  be  completed  and  delivered.  It  was  so  far  com- 
pleted that  orders  bad  been  given  to  put  in  the  fur- 
niture the  night  on  which  it  was  burnt.  All  the 
work  would  have  been  completed  if  it  had  been 
thought  necessary  to  use  lights.  Inasmuch  as  the 
city  had  given  orders  to  its  agents  to  put  in  furnit- 
ure, and  it  would  have  been  done  but  for  the  storm 
on  the  night  of  the  fire,  and  furthermore  as  it  was  in 
the  charge  of  the  city's  agents,  as  watchmen,  it  might 
have  been  set  on  fire  through  the  carelessness  of 
these  agents,  it  should  be  considered  as  a  virtual  ac- 
ceptance of  the  work,  and  an  equitable  claim  for  pay- 
ment. 

A  precedent  for  the  payment  of  this  claim  could 
be  found  in  the  case  of  Rockwell  &  Churchill,  city 
printers,  for  work  destroyed  in  their  office  during  the 
great  fire.  In  that  case  the  City  Solicitor  believed  the 
payment  was  not  legal,  yet  considered  it  an  equitable 
claim.  Here  was  a  case  of  mechanics  suffering  for 
the  sum  of  $1000  or  $1100  because  they  did  not  work 
till  twelve  o'clock  to  complete  their  work.  If  not 
legal  it  was  an  equitable  claim,  and  it  would  be  com- 
plete robbery  and  the  greatest  injustice  not  to  pay 
every  dollar  of  it.  Inasmuch  as  the  city  did  accept 
the  old  material,  and  it  was  deducted  from  the  other, 
he  had  no  doubt  they  could  collect  the  claim  legally. 
Why  recognize  the  ownership  of  the  material  if  not 
pay  the  claim  for  the  work? 

Alderman  Gibson  inquired  if  the  building  was  not 
insured  by  the  parties,  and  if  not,  it  was  not  the  con- 
cern or  loss  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Gaffield  replied  that  there  was  no  insur- 
ance on  this  work. 

Alderman  Gibson  wished  to  know  then  why  the 
case  was  here  when  the  city  was  full  of  insurance 
ofhces,  ready  to  insure  such  property,  and  if  it  was 
not  their  lookout  to  get  it  insured  it  was  not  the  city's 
fault.  They  paid  a  City  Solicitor  $10,000  for  his  opin- 
ion, and  they  should  regard  his  opinion,  or  start  him 
off.  He  pitied  the  men,  but  there  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  be  paid  a  cent. 

Alderman  Clark  did  not  believe  there  was  oiie 
plumber  in  a  thousand  who  got  an  insurance  on  his 
work,  and  they  could  not  afford  to  pay  in  such  a  case. 
It  was  a  case  of  equity  if  not  of  law,  and  it  was  no 
more  than  .iustice  that  it  should  be  paid.  The  cost 
of  the  building  would  be  cheap  enough  with  the 
payment  of  all  the  bills,  and  when  improvements  are 
made  and  additions  made  to  it  it  will  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  designed  for  many  years 
to  come.  As  to  the  salary  of  the  City  Solicitor,  they 
did  not  pay  him  $10,000  but  $5000. 

Alderman  Sayward  expressed  a  doubt  whether  the 
parties  could  have  got  an  insurance. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  they  were  derelict  of 
their  duty  if  they  did  not,  and  it  was  none  of  the 
business  of  the  city  if  they  did  not.  In  the  face  of 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  he  did  not  mean 
that  he  was  paid  $10,000,  but  that  the  office  cost  that 
sum,  they  ought  not  to  pay  that  claim.  It  was  the 
fault  of  the  parties  if  they  did  not  get  insured.  He 
could  not  see  that  it  was  a  hard  case,  for  if  they  had 
intended  to  bear  the  loss  they  would  have  got  in- 
sured. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  the  parties  agreed 
to  do  certain  work  and  they  had  done  it.  The  only 
contract  they  had  was  a  verbal  one,  and  as  they  were 
honest  they  acknowledged  that  they  made  such  a  con- 
tract, when  they  might  have  put  in  their  work  by  the 
day,  and  got  their  pay  for  it. 

Alderman  Clark  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Girls' 
High  and  Normal  School,  as  a  precedent,  in  which 
the  city  paid  for  work  destroyed  by  a  gale  of  wind. 
In  that  case  the  contractors  could  have  afforded  the 
loss,  while  in  this  case  the  contractors  could  not. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  was  news  to  him  if  the 
city  was  to  be  a  gale,  fire  and  accident  insurance 
company. 

Alderman  Sayward  referred  again  to  the  fact  that 
the  contract  was  a  verbal  one,  and  that  the  parties 
might,  if  they  had  so  chosen,  put  in  a  bill  for  their 
work  by  the  day.  There  was  a  moral  if  not  a  legal 
obligation  to  pay  the  bUl. 

Alderman  Gibson  held  the  verbal  contract  to  be  as 
strong  as  a  written  one,  and  if  the  parties  failed  to 
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!i(^t.  insiuvd,  Hioy  could  not.  conu!  upon  tlie  cily  for 
tlieir  piiy.  'I'hcy  coukl  liiive  gc't  insured  at  Iwoiit.y- 
tive  cents  a  nioiiMi  upon  $100.  He  did  know  of  iii- 
snnmce  c()niiijini<'S  Unit  wi'ilc  on  Ijuildinijs  blown 
ilovvn,  and  the  city  had  nothinsi'  to  do  with  thenogU^ct 
of  others. 

Aldirnian  (Juincy  said  the  Committee  on  Claims 
were  clear  that  the  city  was  not  liahU^  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  claim,  and  if  paid  as  a  i)i'ece(leiit,  what 
would  followy  In  the  cases  of  the  blou  iny-iip  of 
buildings  at  the  lire,  they  believed  the  city  was  not 
liable,  and  so  reported,  and  there  was  no  reason  for  it 
in  these  cases,  so  there  was  none  in  this.  If  it  was  to 
be  paid  it  should  be  taken  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Boaid,  and  not  on  tl:ose  of  the  committee. 

Aldei'man  Sayward  stated  that  the  city  received  all 
the  contractorsagreed  to  give  it  in  work. 

Alderman  Gafheld  believed  the  payment  of  such  a 
claim  would  open  the  door  to  a  multitude  of  claims. 
The  City  Solicitor  says  it  should  not  be  paid,  and 
that  shonld  be  reason  enough.  In  a  recent  case  be- 
fore the  committee,  the  party  being  asked  his  amount 
of  claim,  replied  $3000;  yet  the  committee  reported 
leave  to  withdraw,  because  it  would  open  the  door  to 
other  illegal  claims.  If  every  unfortunate  person 
who  suiters  by  lire  and  accidents  and  comes  to  the  city 
because  his  case  is  a  hard  one,  to  pay  them  all  would 
make  the  city  bankrupt.  He  was  willing  to  use  his 
purse  so  far  as  might  be  necessary  to  meetJiard  cases, 
but  could  not  vote  to  take  the  money  of  the  city. 

The  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  in  this 
case,  because  they  did  not  believe  the  parties  fulfilled 
their  contract,  yet  the  Alderman  now  says  they  might 
have  brought  in  their  bill  for  days'  works.  He  did 
not  believe  in  doing  business  in  that  way.  It  was  in 
evidence  when  the  building  was  burnt  that  when  it 
was  asked  how  much  the  lire  would  cost  the  city,  the 
reply  was  not  a  dollar.  The  city  was  not  liable  for  the 
work  until  it  was  delivered,  and  it  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  delivered  up. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  payment  of  claims  for 
accidents  was  not  to  be  compared  with  this.  Birt  in 
the  comparison  as  to  the  payment  for  broken  arms 
and  legs,  is  it  an  uncommon  thing  to  continue  to  pay 
the  wages  of  those  in  the  employ  of  the  city,  who 
meet  with  such  accidents?  As  in  the  case  advocat- 
ed by  him  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  Rockwell 
&.  Churchill,  he  was  in  favor  of  this,  and  did  not  like 
to  have  the  city  take  advantage  of  a  legal  quibble  to 
cheat  a  poor  man  out  of  a  few^  dollars  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  this.  There  was  not  a  voter  in  the 
city  who  would  object  to  the  payment.  Rockwell  & 
Churchill  had  not  a  legal  claim,  but  in  .iustice  it  was 
believed  the  claim  should  be  paid. 

If  these  parties  should  now  make  out  a  bill  for 
their  days'  work,  they  could  not  refuse  to  pay  it.  As 
to  getting  insurance  on  their  work,  he  never  heard  of 
a  mechanic  doing  such  a  thing  under  such  circum- 
stances in  his  life.  There  were  precedents  for  the 
payment,  and  in  justice  they  ought  to  pay  it.  and 
should  there  he  more  claimsj  and  there  was  noth- 
ing worse  than  this,  no  citizen  would  find  fault  for 
so  doing. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  had  never  heard  of  any 
mechanic  not  getting  an  insurance  in  such  cases ;  it 
was  their  duty  to  do  it,  and  if  they  did  not  they 
should  get  nothing.  The  city  was  not  a  hurricane, 
fire  or  accident  insurance  company.  There  was  no 
money  due,  and  he  considered  it  a  put-up  job  to  get 
their  sympathy.  The  city  had  a  lai'ge  pocket,  and 
long-armed  men  liked  to  get  their  hands  down  deep 
in  that  pocket.  He  movecl  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  on  request. 

Alderman  Clark  denied  that  this  was  a  put-up  job. 
He  had  no  doubt  if  the  City  Solicitor  was  familiar 
with  all  the  facts  in  the  case  that  he  would  agree  that 
the  city  had  virtually  accepted  the  work,  for  they 
were  putting  in  bedsteads,  bedding  and  other  articles 
that  day.  As  they  were  putting  in  these  things  it  was 
just  as  likely  that  our  agents  set  the  building  on  fire. 
He  doubted  whether  the  Solicitor  knew  it  was  virtu- 
ally accepted,  by  putting  in  supplies  and  provisions. 
In  justice  and  equity,  to  the  city  and  to  the  citizens, 
this  was  a  fair  case  to  be  settled  hy  paying  it. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  the  contract  was  not  com- 
pleted, and  the  claim  should  not  come  here.  Otlices 
were  open  to  them  for  insurance,  but  they  failed  to 
get  it,  and  ought  not  to  come  here  for  their  pay.  The 
work  might  be  said  to  be  well  along,  but  it  was  not 
done. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  work  was  virtually  ac- 
cepted, and  orders  were  given  to  occupy  the  building 
that  day.  If  not  accepted,  then  it  was  not  right  in 
the  city  to  occupy  the  building.  He  doubted  whether 
the  Solicitor  woiild  have  given  Ihe  legal  opinion  he 
did  if  he  had  known  all  the  facts.  But  for  the  storm, 
furniture  would  have  been  placed  in  the  building 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening,  and  an  allowance 
had  been  made  for  the  materials  saved  from  the  fire. 


Aldc^i'man  Brown,  in  view  of  the  difference  of  opin- 
ion, and  fof  tlie  jinipose  of  ascerl .-lining  whether  the 
City  Solicilor  knew  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  moved 
that  the  subject  he  laid  over  one  week,  but  withdrew 
the  motion. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  if  it  was  understood  the 
work  was  compleled  he  would  vole  to  pay  for  it. 

Aldernum  Say  ward  replied  that  the  work  lacked  an 
hour  or  two  of  completion.  He  could  not  understand 
what  was  meant  by  the  Alderman's  saying  it  was  a 
pnt-np  job,  unless  Ihe  teiin  api)lied  to  buying  old 
steamboats,  '^riie  work  was  i)ut  up  in  a  building  of 
the  city,  and  lie  belie\i'd  it  to  Ix'  a  legal  claim. 

Alderman  Ciuiney  stated  I  hat  all  the  evidence  in  the 
case  was  before  the  City  Solicitor,  as  to  moving  in 
articles.  On  the  statement  of  the  Alderman  the  con- 
tract was  made  with  a  mental  proviso,  that  if  not 
paid,  it  was  to  be  charged  as  days'  work.  He  had  no 
right  to  say  so. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  did  not  say  that  the  par- 
ties claimed  a  right  to  charge  for  days'  work.  The  ver 
bal  contractwas  held  to  be  just  as  binding  as  a  written 
one,  and  the  parties  meant  to  do  right  and  acknowl- 
edged the  contract.  But  it  was  believed  that  that 
was  the  cheapest  way  of  doing  the  labor  by  days' 
work,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  asked  why  it 
was  not  done  so. 

Alderman  Gibson  inquired  whether  the  Alderman 
considered  the  work  to  be  done  according  to  con- 
tract y 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  the  contract  was  a 
verbal  one,  for  $1*10.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  words 
of  the  contract,  but  knew  that  it  was  all  done  but  an 
hour's  work,  and  this  might  have  been  on  account  of 
extra  work. 

Mr.  Stebbins  wished  to  know  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  work,  who  was  present,  whether  the  stoves 
put  into  the  building  were  not  put  there  by  the  city. 

M.  F.Wells,  by  request  of  the  Board,' stated  in 
answer  to  questions,  that  the  stoves  were  put  in  and 
run  hy  the  city,  and  the  w'ork  was  all  done  except  in 
making  connections  with  the  boilers.  It  might  have 
been  done  except  for  extra  work.  Beds,  bedsteads, 
coal  hods,  etc.,  had  been  put  in. 

Alderman  Stebbins  contended  that  on  these  state- 
ments the  work  had  been  virtually  accepted,  and  the 
city  was  legally  bound  to  pay  for  it. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  the  statements  in  relation 
to  the  know  ledge  of  the  City  Solicitor  touched  him. 
His  sympathies  were  all  in  favor  of  the  parties,  and 
all  the  evidence  which  was  reported  was  submitted 
by  him  to  the  City  Solicitor.  He  got  the  evidence, 
and  again  and  a^ain  went  to  the  City  Solicitor  with 
its  details,  told  him  all  about  the  Superintendent's 
services,  and  the  supplies,  etc.  But  on  this  point  ex- 
Alderman  Jenks  testified  that  the  supplies  were  to  be 
sent  the  next  day,  and  were  so  ordered.  Yet  this 
did  not  alter  the  legal  liability,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  unless  the  contractors  protested 
against  putting  in  the  articles. 

Alderman  Brown  renewed  his  motion  to  recommit 
to  ascertain  whether  the  City  Solicitor  knew  all  the 
facts,  and  if  so  whether  it  was  a  legal  claim. 

The  motion  was  lost — 5  to  6. 

Alderman  Clark,  to  relieve  doubts  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  acceptance,  stated  that  certain  kinds  of  goods 
were  ordered  to  the  hospital  to  the  amount  of  $200  or 
$300,  under  direction  of  the  employes,  and  would 
have  been  there  but  for  the  storm.  On  account  of 
the  storm  they  were  stored  on  the  way.  But  a  cer- 
tain lot  to  the  amount  of  $100  was  delivered.  The 
work  was  virtually  accepted,  for  the  city  had  its  own 
stoves,  coal  and  the  care  of  the  building  when  burnt. 

Alderman  Quincy  stated  that  the  work  could  not 
be  accepted  before  delivered.  The  next  day  the  keys 
were  to  be  delivered,  when  the  acceptance  would 
have  taken  place. 

Alderman  Sayward  wished  to  know  how  it  could  be 
learned  what  was  the  language  of  the  contract  when 
it  was  not  written. 

Alderman  Gibson  was  sorry  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit did  not  prevail.  There  appeared  to  be  a  disposi- 
tion to  choke  off  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  on  the  full  facts  in  the  case.  They  were 
guardians  of  the  city's  property,  and  .should  look 
over  matters  to  see  that  no  illegal  payments  were 
made. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  knew  something  of  the 
work.  There-  were'  stoves  in  the  building  piit  in  by 
the  city,  but  he  never  heard  of  stoves  being  put  in  to 
dry  plumber's  work. 

Alderman  Gib.son  reported  that  there  was  no  claim, 
for  the  job  was  not  done.  It  appeared  to  be  only  a 
put-up  job.  If  one  or  two  hours'  more  work  was're- 
quired,  it  was  not  complete,  and  there  was  nothing 
here  for  us.  It  had  no  business  here,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  pay  for.  He  moved  the  previous  question 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion. 

The  order  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  six  to  six,  as  follows: 
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Yeas — Brown,  Clark,  Emery,  Power,  Sayward, 
Stebbins. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Clatter,  Ga.ffielcl,  Cxihson,  Hulbert, 
Qitincy. 

The  question  reenrred  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report,  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Ilulbert  said  he  was  going  to  move  a  re- 
committal, for  no  one  wishes  injustice  done  in  any- 
thing. Every  member  of  the  Board  desired  to  do 
right,  and  if  the  payment  was  to  be  made  it  must  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  authority  for  doing  it. 
It  should  be  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor,  who  is 
bound  to  know  the  legality  of  the  measure.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
all  the  facts,  and  if,  after  they  were  all  stated,  he 
should  give  a  like  decision,  he  should  vote  in  accord- 
ance with  that  opinion.  That  it  may  be  fully  un- 
derstood by  the  City  Solicitor,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
recommitted  to  the  committee  to  report  again  ui)onit. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  would  vote  for  recommit- 
ting if  there  were  more  facts  to  be  reported  upon. 
There  had  been  nothing  said  here  that  had  not  been 
told  to  the  City  Solicitor.  He  conld  not  see  any  ne- 
cessity for  recommitting,  and  could  not  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Gibson  would  not  pav  the  claim  if  not 
due,  and  the  difference  of  opinion,  (i  to  (i.  called  for 
another  investigation. 

Alderman  Gafiield  had  no  ob.iection  to  the  recom- 
mitment, yet  all  of  the  evidence  had  been  given  to 
the  City  Solicitor.  The  question  was  put  to  him  rel- 
ative to  the  goods  being  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  he 
replied  that  it  made  no  difference  at  all,  if  there  was 
no  protest. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  report  'leave 
to  withdraw"'  on  petition  of  Stnitli  &  McGarragle  to 
be  paid  the  amount  of  their  contract  for  erection  of 
the  Smallpox  Hospital  which  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Sayward  asked  for  the  reasons  for  the 
conclusion  of  the  report. 

Alderman  Cutter  (Alderman  Gibson  in  the  chair) 
addressed  the  Board  in  defence  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  He  said  there  were  a  large  number  of 
witnesses  before  the  committee,  and  everybody  who 
knew  anything  of  the  matter  was  summoned.  The 
report  of  the  evidence  was  then  sent  to  the  City  So- 
licitor, who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  claini  was 
an  illegal  one,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  report  that  it 
should  not  be  paid.  He  would  ne\  er  report  an  ille- 
gal bill  for  payment  if  not  required  to.  The  powers 
of  the  city  were  created  by  charter,  and  they  were 
not  to  vote  away  money  in  charity.  By  virtue  of  law 
money  was  raised  and  by  virtue  of  law  it  was  ex- 
pended. Most  of  the  claims  which  are  made  against 
the  city  are  illegal,  and  if  the  parties  think  .instice  is 
not  done  them,  they  have  their  leinedy  in  the  courts. 

He  was  surprised  lliat  this  cl,-iim  was  advocated 
here,  for  all  there  was  of  it  was  sympathy,  and  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  In  corroboration  of  his 
views  he  would  cite  from  the  opinious  of  the  Mayor, 
while  a  member  of  this  Board  in  1871.  The  views  of 
the  Mayor  were  given  in  the  House  of  Correction 
cases,  in  which  a  distinction  was  made  between  that 
of  Freeland,  Beard  &  Co.,  wlio  re<|nired  a  receipt  for 
all  the  goods  delivered  by  them,  and  those  of  other 
parties  who  did  not.  In  that  Aklernian  Pierce  argued 
that  the  City  Council  must  act  within  its  corporate 
powers. 

Alderman  Clark  wished  the  Alderman  would  read 
the  argument  on  both  sides  in  those  cases. 

Alderman  Cuttei-  said  he  wished  to  give  the  opin- 
ion of  the  present  Mayor,  which  was  that  they  were 
debarred  the  payment  of  illegal  claims.  So  far  as 
related  to  the  furnishing  of  stoves  in  this  case,  they 
were  for  the  convenience  of  builders  as  mneh  as  they 
were  for  the  city.  The  contract  was  to  be  completed 
the  next  day,  when  the  building  was  to  be  delivered 
at  noon.  It  was  in  evidence  ttiat  the  last  thing  they 
did  at  night  nas  to  look  after  the  stoves,  and  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  after  they  left  it  was  burned.  The 
next  morning,  in  answer  to  his  question,  the  Aldei- 
man  in  charge  of  the  work,  said  the  city  had  not  lost 
a  dollar.  He  replied  that  if  the  city  was  not  holden 
he  liad  nothing  to  say.  If  holden,  he  would  have 
asked  for  an  investigation.  AA'hen  this  present  con- 
tract was  made,  it  was  not  given  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
for  the  reason,  it  was  said,  that  the  city  did  not  own 
the  piling.  If  the  building  had  been  accepted,  then 
the  city  would  have  owned  the  piling. 

Alderman  Sayward  said,  1  call  this  report  from  the 
table  at  this  time  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  com- 
mittee vvhat  are  the  reasons  for  giving  these  petition- 
ers leave  to  withdraw.  While  I  believe  we  have  an 
able  and  discreet  .judge  in  our  City  Solicitor  on  all 
legal  questions,  still  he  is  human  and  liable  to  err. 
Now  he  says  these  parties  have  no  legal  claim  for'the 
labor  and  materials  furnished  to  the  city  of  Boston 
in  building  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett  street, 


which  was  destroyed  by  fu'e  on  the  night  of  the  26th 
of  December,  ISTi.  Now  this  may  be  so,  but  1  think 
all  will  admit  that  they  have  a  claim  in  equity.  Now, 
sir,  as  to  t,he  legality  of  this  claim,  1  have  so  much 
contldeiice  in  this  that  were  it  my  own  case  and  I 
conld  not  gel  my  claim  allowed  here  I  thould  ask  for 
a  .iui'y  to  decide  it. 

I  think  these  parties  have  a  legal  claim,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  give  my  reasons  for  this,  so  that  the 
members  of  tliis  Board  will  see  it  in  the  same  light  in 
which  1  do.  In  the  lirsl,  place  let  us  see  what  the  con- 
tract says,  and  1  will  merely  glance  at  some  of  its  pro- 
visions. It  provides  for  insurance  when  the  roof  ia  on 
and  the  policy  be  made  payable  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
Why  this  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  city/  Does  the 
city  by  the  terms  of  this  contract  agree  to  pay  at  this 
time?  or  is  there  any  evidence  that  the  contractors 
made  a  demand  for  money  at  this  time,  and  that  this 
was  the  reason  the  city  desired  to  be  insured  V  No,  sir ! 
the  city  knew  that  wlien  the  roof  was  ou  thia  build- 
ing, whatever  labor  and  materials  had  been  put  into 
that  building  the  city  were  bound  to  pay  for,  hence 
the  request  to  insure.  If  this  is  not  so,  and  it  was 
the  contractors'  loss,  in  case  of  fire  or  any  other  ca- 
lamity, what  right  has  the  city  of  Boston  to  say  when 
or  how  much  insurance  shall  be  effected  on  this 
building?  Another  provision  in  this  contract  is,  that 
this  smallpox  hospital  is  to  be  completed  on  or  be- 
fore the  -iHth  of  December.  1872.  These  parties  claim 
that  it  was  completed  the  day  before  it  was  destroyed 
by  tire.  If  this  was  the  case,  have  they  not  fulfilled 
their  contract?  It  may  be  said  they  had  not  deliv- 
ered it  to  the  city.  Is  there  an.y  clause  in  the  con- 
tract requiring  them  to  make  any  formal  delivery  of 
this  building  to  the  city?  But  suppose  there  was 
such  a  clause.  The  city  did  not  wait  for  such  a  no- 
tice, but  took  possession  by  placing  furniture  in  the 
building,  causing  fires  to  be  made,  and  placing  watch- 
men there  to  tend  fires,  and  I  think  firemen  and  po- 
lice to  guard  the  building. 

But  if  what  I  have  already  said  should  fail  to  con- 
vince members  of  this  Board  that  the  contractors 
should  be  paid  for  the  labor  and  materials  furnished 
to  the  city  for  this  hospital— for  no  one  denies  that 
the  materials  were  furnished,  and  the  labor  per- 
formed—the only  question  is  will  the  city  pay 
for  this?  In  the  absence  of  a  contract,  these 
parties  would  get  their  pay.  Now  there  is  a 
contract,  and  that  contract  having  been  fulfilled 
on  the  i)art  of  the  contractors,  by  completing  the 
buildins  on  or  before  the  28th  of  December,  1872,  the 
city  of  Boston  is  bound  to  pay  the  amount  agreed 
upon.  But,  as  I  said  before,  if  I  have  failed  to  con- 
vince this  Board  thus  far,  there  are  still  other  rea- 
sons. 

The  first  is,  that  the  party  who  superintended  the 
building  of  this  hospital  for  the  city  of  Boston  has 
been  paid  in  full  for  his  services,  namely,  by  the 
usual  percentage  for  plans,  specifications  and  super- 
intendence on  the  full  cost  of  the  building.  If 
this  is  not  proof  that  the  city  accepted  this  building, 
what  other  pioof  is  wanted? 

I  presume  it  will  not  be  denied  that  if  the  city 
owned  any  porti(5u  or  part  of  this  building,  it  owned 
the  whole.  To  show  that  it  did  claim  to  own  the 
part  that  was  not  destroyed  by  fire,  in  asking  for 
proposats  the  parties  were  told  that  the  foundation 
was  there  and  need  not  be  included  in  the  bids.  Was 
this  not  saying  the  city  owned  this  building?  Then 
I  ask  why  should  we,  as  agents  for  the  city,  refuse  to 
pay  this  claim? 

I  ha\e  but  few  words  more  to  say  on  the  subjec, 
and  then  shall  leave  the  matter  with  the  Board,  hop- 
ing that  they  will  believe  with  me  that  they  are  both 
legally  and  morally  bound  to  pay  these  petitioners. 
If  these  parties  had  not  fulfilled  their  contract  at  the 
time  of  the  tire  why  did  not  the  city  insist  that  they 
should,  instead  of  making  a  new  contract?  It  may 
be  said  in  answer  that  there  was  not  time.  Under 
the  circumstances  the  time  could  have  been  extend- 
ed and  a  compromise  have  been  made  with  the  con- 
tractors to  put  up  such  a  building  as  we  now  have,  in 
place  of  the  one  they  had  previously  contracted  for. 
But  everything  that  has  been  done  on  the  part  of  the 
city  goes  to  show  that  it  was  considered  that  this 
smallpox  hospital  that  was  destroyed  by  fire  must  be 
paid  for. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  they  had  but  to  discharge 
their  duty  in  the  refusal  to  pay  an  illegal  claim,  and 
take  the  consequences. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  that  was  what  he 
proposed  to  do,  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  he  did  not 
wish  that  any  one  should  call  his  vote  in  question. 

Alderman  Quincy  referred  to  the  clause  in  the  con- 
tract in  relation  "to  insurance  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  liability  of  contractors  when  the  roof  was 
on. 

Alderman  Sayward  explained  that  it  had  reference 
to  the  time  when  it  was  to  be  insured,  and  not  when 
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clt'livci'cd  lip.  There  was  some  extra  work  after  tlie 
coiilract  was  (•()ini)lete(l.  having  nothing  to  do  witli 
the  eontrael. 

AkhMinaii  (iailieid  staled  that  the  contraetors  swore 
tlie  coulract  was  not  roinpU'led.  Siii)|iose  tlu^y  slnnitd 
lalic  the  same  course  proposed  in  relalion  lo  school 
houses,  in  assiiiijJHi;' I  hai  llierewasau  ol)lij;ation  lo 
pay  for  conlracts  before  coiiipleled.  Tliere  would  he 
a  gri'at  liahilit.v  upon  the  eily  in  the  anionnl  of  work 
always  going  on. 

Akiei'inan  Sayward  said  lu;  would  pay  in  such  cases 
if  there  was  a  similarity  in  Ihe  completion  of  the  con- 
tvat^t. 

Alderinai)  Clark  said  he  was  clear  about  the  oilier 
case,  but  he  had  not  made  np  his  mind  about  this, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  go  back  to  the  coinmitlee. 
He  wished  to  know  positively  as  to  whether  the  i)ut- 
ting  in  of  goods,  and  stoves  was  nol  a  virtual  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  acce))taiice  of  the  work,  and  he 
moved  a  iveommilment. 

Alderman  (^uincy  bad  no  ohjection  to  recommit- 
ment, but  believed  there  would  be  no  change  in  the 
result,  for  the  same  evidence  would  be  put  before  the 
City  Solicitor,  to   receive  the  same  answer. 

Alderman  Sayward  could  see  no  reason  for  recom- 
mitting to  the  same  committee,  who  had  made  np 
their  n'linds,  and  did  not  desire  lo  change  them. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  there  were  no  reasons  foi' 
sending  Ihe  report  back.  The  keys  of  the  building 
were  in  the  contractors'  hands,  and  the  City  Solicitor 
had  given  his  opinion  that  the  city  was  not  bound  to 
pay  the  claim.  The,\  stood  in  the  place  of  the  city, 
and  should  stand  by  (he  treasury  and  not  spend  the 
money  in  an  illegal  and  trilling  manner.  If  they  did, 
it  would  open  a  wide  gate,  and  they  could  not  get  rid 
of  a  multiliule  of  such  claims.  It  ill  became  them  to 
pay  illegal  claims. 

Alderman  Saywavd  objected  that  the  Alderman  still 
says  he  has  no  "right  to  vote  accordi..g  to  his  convic- 
tions. ^Yhen  he'voted  as  lie  believed  it  to  be  right, 
he  did  not  wish  to  ha\e  the  vole  called  in  question. 

Alderman  Power  claimed  thai  all  the  citizens  and 
taxpayers  are  the  city,  and  it  was  a  part  of  their  busi- 
ness to  defend  the  rights  of  citizens,  to  defend  every 
claiui  which  was  a  just  one.  A  claim  might  be  just, 
although  illegal.  The  City  Solicitor  was  supposed  to 
look  at  the  question  in  one  v,ay  merely,  as  to  wheth- 
er it  is  legal,  while  it  was  not  their  duty  to  compel 
parties  to  go  to  law  to  get  ti.eir  rights.  If  justly  en- 
titled to  pay,  they  should  not  hesitate  to  pay  claims. 
Alderman  Sayward  said  he  knew  that  n'ot  e^ery- 
thing  was  stated  to  the  City  Solicitor.  There  were  not 
stated  to  him  the  fads  in  relation  to  the  piles,  or  that 
the  superintendent  of  the  work  on  the  buildings  on 
the  part  of  the  city  had  been  paid  for  his  services, 
which  were  two  important  points.  He  moved  the 
substitution  of  the  order  in  place  of  the  report  of  thie 
committee. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  recommitment, 
which  was  carried. 

ADDrrn)NAL  room  for  city  offices. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward  the  report  and 
order  to  hire  the  Missionary  Building  in  Pemhertou 
square,  at  an  annual  rent  of"  $7fMtO,  for  city  purposes, 
were  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  all  the  inquiries  had  been 
made  which  were  required  iii  relation  to  rooms  in  the 
church  on  Somerset  street,  and  another  building  had 
been  looked  at,  but  none  of  them  had  the  conven- 
iences which  were  needed.  With  the  adoption  of  the 
order,  the  building  in  question  could  be  occupied 
with  but  trifling  expense,  and  all  Ihe  accommodations' 
provided  which  would  he  needed  for  years  to  come. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  went  witii  the  chairman 
,of  the  committee  to  look  around,  and  found  that  the 
rooms  ill  the  church  w(Mild  not  answer  at  all.  and  the 
members  of  neither  hoard  would  be  willing  to  go 
there.  Tbey  looked  at  another  house  in  Pemberton 
square,  the  rent  of  which  was  fy.MIO,  which  was  illy 
adapted  for  the  uses  of  the  city.  The  building  on 
the  corner  was  very  desirable  if  they  needed  so  mu«h 
room.  He  did  not  think  so  much  was  needed,  and  on 
inquiry  whether  the  City  Solicitor's  present  rooms 
.could  be  given  up.  it  was  believed  they  could  not.  but 
they  might  be  rented  at  a  less  rate  than  now  |)aid. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  the  city  must  hire  some 
rooms,  and  thought  the  rooms  in  the  church  might 
answer  the  purpose.     It  was  thought,   however,  that 


they  niighl  make  a  shift,  by  removing  the  Lamp 
Depart ineiit  and  giving  the  room  to  the  Board  of 
Health.  The  Milk  Iiispeclor  iniglil  also  be  removed. 
Willi  sui'h  cliauges  tliey  mighl  get  along  for  awhile. 
Alderman  Brown  iiupiired  how  many  committees 
needed  aeoniinodations":' 

Alderman  S.ayward  said  the  rooms  wove  not  wanted 
for  c(nnmittees  but  for  oflice  accommoeations  for  de- 
partmeuts.  The  Boiu'd  of  Directors  for  Piibii<'  Insti- 
liitions.  Assessors  and  olher  departments  had  asked 
for  more  accommodMl  ions,  and  if  the  Legislature 
does  what  they  had  suggesled,  certain  changes  must 
be  made  reciuiring  otiier  rooms.  If  this  opportunity 
should  be  lost,  another  would  not  be  had  so  good  for 
years.  The  hiiikliiig  on  the  opjiosite  corner  rented 
for  $10,000,  while  this  could  be  had  for  $7000. 

Alderman  (Juincy  c(miI(1  not  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man as  to  the  accommodations  in  the  church,  and  the 
rent  of  the  Missionary  Building;  was  believed  to  be  ex- 
orbitant at  $7000.  I'ntil  convi'uced  of  the  exigency 
he  could  not  vole  lor  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward  believed  the  rooms  in  the 
church  were  not  fit  for  (he  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Oibson  estimated  the  cost  of  the  rooms 
in  the  other  bouse  in  Pemberton  square,  fitted  up, 
would  be  *:3r)00. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  had  tlie  opinion  of  Mr. 
Bradlee,  who  had  the  house  to  rent,  that  the  Mission- 
ary building  al  $7000  woi^d  be  cheaper  than  the 
ot  ber  at  $;i00O.  That  was  the  opinion  also  of  Mr. 
Kirby,  Mr.  Cotton  and  others.  The  other  building 
was  the  house  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  the  next  above  the 
State  constable's  office. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  believed  it  to  be  desira- 
ble to  have  all  the  public  offices  in  the  City  Hall,  and 
it  was  his  ccmviction  that  with  certain  changes  all  of 
the  departments  could  be  accommodated  in  a  manner 
of  which  they  could  not  complain.  Such  accommo- 
dations could  be  afforded  as  were  better  than  four- 
flfths  of  the  merchants  of  this  city  put  up  with. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  should  like  to  know 
where  the  accommodations  are  which  the  gentleman 
si)eaks  of,  for  he  did  not  know  of  such  accommoda- 
tions. 

Alderman  Hulbert  believed  there  was  no  occasion 
for  the  removal  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  who  were  well  enough  off  as  they  are. 
As  to  the  matter  of  accommodations  in  the  City  Hall, 
he  knew  whereof  he  spoke.  Should  a  consultation  be 
made  with  the  Board  of  Health,  he  did  not  doubt  sat- 
isfactory arrangements  could  be  made  with  them  for 
their  accommodations. 

Alderman  Power  referred  to  the  large  amount  of 
room  in  the  upper  part  of  the  City  Hall,  and  the  am- 
ple accommodations  of  the  Superietendent  of  Schools. 
They  had  been  debating  a  long  time  about  saving 
$1-H)0  in  the  payment  of  a  claim,  and  he  thought 
they  might  as  well  save  the  rent  of  $7000. 

Alderman  Gibson,  in  further  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  Missionary  Building,  was  of  the  opinion  that  with 
the  taxes  and  repairs  it  would  cost  $10,000  a  year. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  been  waiting  to  get 
more  light  from  the  Committee  on  Pixblic  Buildings, 
who  were  divided  in  opinion  on  the  subject.  He  had 
looked  at  the  rooms  in  the  church,  and  believed  such 
as  were  needed  for  the  Board  of  Health  and  Public 
Institutions  might  be  had  for  $1000  a  year,  the  city 
making  its  own  repairs.  The  rooms  answered  well 
for  a  high  school  for  girls  for  ten  years,  and  provision 
might  be  made  for  the  care  of  them  by  the  janitor  of 
the  building  at  a  small  expense. 

In  regard  to  rooms  in  the  City  Hall,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  had  large  and  magnificent  rooms, 
and  it  may  be  that  tbey  were  all  needed.  Of  that  he 
did  not  understand.  Accommodations  might  be  had 
up  stairs  for  some  ofHces,  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  and  the  Inspector  of  Milk  might  perhaps  be 
removed  to  the  church. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  in  regard  to  the  room  ad- 
joining the  Common  Council  chamber,  that  that 
could  not  he  used  for  offices,  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Printing  was  placed  in  a  corner  of  it  because  no 
quarters  could  be  had  anywhere  else. 

Alderman  Clark  made"  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
suggestions  of  Alderman  Gibson,  that  some  occu- 
pants of  rooms  should  ilonble  up,  and  he  moved  an 
indetinite  postponement  of  the  order,  which  was  car- 
ried by  a  vote  of  six  to  four. 
Adjourned 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MARCH    6,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  eveniiii;,  .at  7',2  o'clock,  B.  O.  Shep- 
artl,  the  Prcsitk'iit,  in  tiic  chair. 

A  call  of  the  roll  ^^lll>\v(-ll  Ihefollowing-namecl  mem- 
bers to  be  present,  there  being  a  quorum: 

Abbott,  Adams,  Barn(•^,  Bicknell,  Bleiler,  Boai'd- 
man,  Brackett,  Brenuan,  Burditt,  Caton,  Collins, 
Cudworth,  Dacey,  Darrow,  Dean,  N.  Doberty,  T.  H. 
Doherty,  Edwards,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hall,  Harrington. 
Hine,  Holmes,  Hughes,  Lamb,  Loring,  Madden,  Ma- 
han,  Marston,  Martin,  McCue,  McKeuney,  Morse. 
Page,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Eisteen,  Shaw, 
Thacher,  Tower,  Upham,  \^'arreu.  West,  Weston, 
Whiston,  Wood.s,  Woodward. 

AUDITOR'S   ESTIMATES   FOR   1873-74. 

The  Auditor's  estimates  were  laid  before  the  Coun- 
cil, in  print,  as  follows: 

Office  op  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  I 
City  Hall,  February  27,  1873.      f 

Edivafd  0.  Shepard,  Esq.^Presitlciiloflhe.  Cotnmon 
Cwncil:  Sir — The  .Auditor  of  Act-oiints  has  the  hon- 
or of  submitting  to  the  City  Council,  as  recjuired  by 
the  ordinance  relating  to  liuance,  the  accomi)anying 
estimates  of  the  money  which  will  be  needed  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1873-74,  which 
commences  May  1,  1873.  and  terminates  April  ;30, 1874. 
and  pay  the  State  tax  of  1873. 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  1873-74  are. .  .$10,932,147  00 
The  estimated  income  for  1873-74  is 2,545,650  00 


To  which  add  three  per  cent,  for  the  amount 
of  taxes  which  will  not  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  during  the  Uiiaucial  year 


!^,386,497  00 


251,595  00 


We  have  a  total  which,  in  the  ,1u(lgment  of 
the  Auditor  of  Aceouuts,  should  be  the 
gross  tax  forlS73,say $8,638,092  00 

The  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  this  year,  as 
compared  with  that  of  last  year,  shows  a  large  in- 
crease, as  follows: 

Tax  of  1873 $8,638,092  00 

Tax  of  1872 7,759,842  00 


Increase  of  tax  in  1873 $878,250  00 

Taking  the  valuation  of  the  city  ;it  a  sum  of  $45,- 
000,000  le.ss  than  it  was  last  year,  which  wa.s  .f(i82,- 
734,:300,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  property  by  the 
great  fire  of  November  9,  1872,  and  other  causes,  over 
the  gains  from  valuation  of  new  buildings  e.ected 
during  the  year  1872,  and  the  increase  of  value  of  real 
estate  in  some  portions  of  the  city,  it  will  require  to 
raise  the  amount  of  the  ta.x,  as  above  stated,  of  $8,- 
638,092,  and  the  percentage  to  be  levied  by  the  Board 
of  Assessors  to  meet  abatements,  a  rate  of  about  $14 
per  .*1000  of  property.  This  is  an  increase  of  $2  30 
per  $1000  over  that  of  1872,  which  was  $11  70.  The 
fallowing  table  exhibits  the  rate  of  taxation  on  each 
$1000  of  property  for  the  past  ten  years: 

1863 $11  50    1868 $12  30 

1864 13:30    1869 13  70 


1865 

1866. 

1867. 


15  80 
13  00 
15  50 


1870. 
1871. 
1872. 


15  .30 
13  10 

11  70 


The  average  rate  for  ten  years  being  $13  52  per 
thousand  dollars. 

The  aggregate  of  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  the 
gross  debt  of  the  city,  and  the  gold  premium,  shows 
an  increase  of  $434,000.  The  debt  was  largely  in- 
creased the  last  municipal  year,  and  has  already  been 
increased  $3,000,000,  foi-  street  improvements  in  the 
burnt  district,  and  it  will  require  in  all  prolmbilitv 
$1,000,000  to  .$2,000,000  nnn-e  for  that  purpose.  Wilii 
this  large  increase  of  the  debt  of  our  city,  a  large  in- 
crease of  the  interest  account  must  of  necessity  fol- 
low. 

The  estimates  show  the  introduction  of  three  new 
standing  appropriations  as  compai-ed  \\ith  those  of 
1872-73:  one  for  the  Board  of  Health,  a  department 
created  by  an  ordinance  i-elating  to  health  passed  by 
the  City  Council  of  1872,  who  have  charge  of  the  gen- 
eral health  of  the  city,  the  abatement  of  nuisances, 
etc.;  one  for  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  which  the  City  Council  granted  an  ap- 
propriation after  the  passage  of  the  general  appropri- 
ation order  of  1872;  one  providing  for  the  registration 
of  voters  and  election   expenses.     The  expenses  at- 


tendhig  elections  have,  heretofore,  been  charged 
to  Printing  and  Incidental  Expenses;  the  latter 
appropriation  has  been  decreased  the  amount 
ustuilly  charged  to  il  for  that  purpose.  The  amount 
for  registration  of  voters  is  to  defray  tlu'  expenses 
lobe  incurred  in  ado|)tiiig  the  new  uiothud  of  regis- 
tering voters,  which  will  be  enact(!d  by  the  present 
session  of  our  State  Legislature. 

Several  of  the  departments,  it  will  be  seen,  ask  for 
largely  increased  aiipropriatious.  The  increase  for 
the  Fire  Di'pattineiit  is  $lU(i,31(i,  asked  for  principally 
to  increase  the  force  of  that  department,  lour  steam 
engines,  five  horse  hose  carriages,  and  one  hook  and 
ladder  truck.  Foi- the  carrying  on  of  the  schools 
$139,525,  of  which  amount  .$105,275  is  for  instructors, 
the  salaries  of  the  grammar  and  ])ii!nary  school  in- 
structors having  been  increased  in  1872.  For  the 
Board  of  lleallh  and  Health  Deparlunnt  an  increase 
of  $104,874,  the  increase  being  wanted  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  new  gang  of  street  sweepers,  and  the 
more  thorough  abating  of  nuisances.  For  the  police, 
$:30.00l).  I()  meet  the  pay  for  an  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  policemen.  For  East  Boston  I'ei'ries.  ,$50,000, 
for  a  new  boat.  P'or  sewers,  $,50,000,  to  meet  the  in- 
creased wants  for  sewerage.  For  water  works,  $95,- 
500,  caused  by  the  laying  of  new  service  pipes,  and 
increased  cost  of  carrying  on  the  works  in  conse- 
quence of  their  extension  into  the  Roxbury  and 
iJorchester  districts.  Foi-  the  West  Boston  and  Crai- 
gie's  bridges,  .$49,000,  the  city  having  to  bear  one-half 
the  cost  of  rebuilding  Cragie's  Bridge. 

The  above  gives  the  largest  items  of  increase  and 
the  causes  for  it,  and  the  following  tables  show  the 
appropriations  of  1872-3,  compared  with  the  esti- 
mates for  the  financial  year  1873-74,  exhibiting  the 
increase  and  decrease  of  each,  and  the  table  shows  a 
comparison  of  the  estinuited  revenue  of  1873-74  with 
that  of  1872-73. 

The  total  amount  asked  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
schools,  is  ,$1,400,125,  and  for  Interest  and  premium 
$2,;348,000. 


Advertising $4,000 

Annuities 512 

Armoiies 25,000 

Board  uf  Health..., 

Boston  llailior 10,000 

Bridges 26,500 

Cedar  Urove  Ceme- 
tery  

Cemeteries 16,500 

Charles   River    and 

Warren  Bridges.. .  42,000 

Chestnut  Hill  Drive- 
way   5,000 

CityHospital 107,000 

Common,        Public 

Squares,  etc 90,000 

Contingent  Fnnils..  10,000 

County  o(  Sutlolk. .  2iK),oao 

East  Boston  ferries.  240,000 

Engineer'.s    Depart- 

ihent 20,000 

Fire     Alarms     and 

Bells  and  Clocks. .  44,650 

Fire  Department. . .  445,000 

Grammar  School- 
house,  L  street,, .. 

Health  Department,  :W5,000 

Inspector  of  Build- 
ings   10,950 

Interest  and  Premi- 
um   1,284,000 

Incidental  Expenses  90,000 

Lamps ,370,500 

Lj-man  Schoolhouse  15,000 

Markets 10,000 

Militia  Bounty 45,000 

Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery   16,000 

0\'erseers     of     the 

Poor 69,800 

Old  ClaiUiS 1,500 

Paving,  Grading, 
and     Repairs     of 

Streets 1,(K10,000 

Police 670,000 

Printing  and  Sta- 
tionery   30,000 

Public  Baths 40,(KX) 

Public  Buildings 92,000 

House  of  Indus^try.. .  153,500 

House  of  Correction  88,500 

Lunatic  Hospital 63.000 

Pauper  Expenses....  31,000 

Sleamlioat     "Henry 

Morrison" ',  •    13,500 

Office  l<:\|ienses 8,000 

Coal  Slieds  at  Deer 

Island 15,tX)0 

Wharf  at  Deer  Is- 
land   12,000 


CO 

a 

o 
P 

$6,000 
512 
22,000 
86,274 
10,000 
28,000 

$2,000 

86,274 
1,500 

$3,000 

3,000 
15,700 

3,000 

800 

7,000 

35,000 

5,000 
110,000 

3,000 

80,000 

10.000 

325,000 

290,000 

35,O0fJ 
50,000 

10.000 

24,000 

4,000 

50,940 
551,316 

6,290 
106,316 

15,000 
383,550 

15,000 
18,550 

16,800 

5,850 

1,695,000 

87,000 

390,000 

10,000 
45,000 

411,000 
19,500 

3,000 
15,000 

15,000 

1,000 

73,400 
1,500 

3,400 

l,OtXI,000 
700,000 

30,000 

35,000 
40,000 
92,000 
180,000 
90,51X1 
60,IKK) 
31,500 

5,000 

26,500 
2,0W) 

500 

3.000 

16,000 
8.000 

2,500 

15,000 
12,000 
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is'ii'-v;-!. 

Kstim'd 

is'ia-'ti. 

Inc. 

Kdusc  f(ir  Kimiiicer 

;il  DciT  IsliiMil.... 

1,500 

I'iil)lic  Laiiils 

lO.tHW 

O.OIHI 

riihlic  IJbnirv 

!)1,C«)0 

90,000 

Qiiniaiiliiir    Dcpai't- 

iiit'iit          .           .    . 

25,1)00 

t9,250 

lU'KiKtnilioii   1)1'   Vo- 

tcl'K    1111(1    Kli'Ctioii 

Exin'iises 

20,000 

20,tt)0 

Kes(!rv«l  Fiiiiil 

:ioo,(iiKi 

300,IHI0 

lOO.OlHI 

1IH1,(KI0 

0,000 

S(--liuuls  and  st-liool- 

lumsi's   \i/. 

1H'.I,000 

l,021,S'i5 

SflKMil   liistnictors.. 

105,275 

SoliiHil         Kxpcuscs, 

Scliool  (.'oiiiiiiilU't'. 

'r:>.,ooo 

80,750 

13,750 

SiilMiics  Ollicers 

2t,00U 

24,500 

500 

ScIiooUhuiscs,    Pub- 

lic BiiiliJiiif{s 

235,tK)U 

255.000 

20,000 

Seak'Vs    of    Weights 

and  Mi'asiirt'S 

'i'.OOO 

7,00t) 

Sewers 

150,000 

2a),ooo 

50,000 

Siiil'CiiiK  l^'iiml  Coin- 

a,5wi 

711,020 

2,800 
7;5G,J80 

300 

State  Tax 

Surveyor's     JJepart- 

iiieiit 

:5s,ooo 

40,0(X) 

2.000 

Water  Worlcs 

211,000 

a3(i,500 

05,5tR> 

Water  \\ DrlvS,  liilei-' 

est  and  I'nininni. . 

(i:;o,0oo 

(;5:!,0(.Ki 

23,000 

West     I'.osloii      and 

Criigle's  Bridges.. . 

5,0(XI 

51,000 

40,000 

Widening  Btveets.... 

325,000 

300,IHI0 

Dec. 

7,500 
4,000 
1,000 

5,750 


10,540 


5,000 


Totals $9,861,032  $10,1132,147  $1,222,705  $151,590 

Tlie  follownig  table  shows  the  estimated  income 
of  1872-78  compared  with  that  of  1873-74.  with  the 
increase  and  decrease  in  each: 


Dec. 


$2,500 


10,775 


KHtim'il  l>;slinrd        ,,,,. 

1k;2  73.  tS73-74.         ""- ' 

Armories $10,0|iO  $10,000 

City  Hospital 3.500  3,500 

Cliarles- Kiver     and 

Warren  iiridges...  3,000  500 

Coninion :!.000  3.,(Ml 

Corponlion  Tax....  JOO.noo  tOO.lWO 

County  ot  Siiftolk..  '.»K>W  f.'O.oiXi      If30,0ii0 

East  B"oston  terries.  iso.lioo  217,000        ;V;,000 

Fees  5,1HI0  5,5(11             5(10 

Fire  Department...  I.OIHI  2,IKI0          1,000 

Interest! 10,000  50.000        Ol.lHiO 

Health  Department.  4:5,355  2(i,(J0O 

Militia  hoiinty 45.0110  45.000 

OulstandinL'ta.xes..  400,1KXI  450,000        50,000 

Overseers  of  Poor..  10,550  17,.550          1,000 

Paviu"-                         ..  20,000  20.000 

Police               8,000  8,000 

Public  instiliitions..  ti3,0IHI  80,IKK1         17,000 

Public  Library 1,200  l,5(Hi            300 

Quaranlinc  Depmt..  5,000  5,0(Hi 

Kciils                     100,000  105,(«HI          5,(H10 

Sflioo'ls .  23,(K)0  :«.()IH)           1,()(HI 

Se\yers               .      ...  55,01H)  (iO.OlHl          5.000 

UncUiiiiied  iiratts...  I,5(X)  1,500 

Waterworks 810,101.)  81)0,000        79,900 

Totals $2,327,205    $2,545,050    $2:57,700    $19,255 

Total  increase  of  estimated  appropriations  for      ^,,^„, 
187:3-74 $1,222,705 

Total   decrease  of  estimated  appropriations  for 
1873-74 151,590 

Net  increase  of  estunated  apppropriations  fur 
187:M4 $1,071,115 


fncmnc. 


Estimated  income  187:M4 
1872-73 


.  $2,545,050 
.    2,327,205 

.     $218,445 


Increase  of  income  187:3-74 

Perceiitiiye  of  Tuxes. 
3  per  cent,  on  amount  required  ($S,:386,497)  in 

1873-74 «~^1  •5«^' 

3  per  cent,  on  amount  reiiuired  ($7,5;i3,82i)  m 

1872-73 220,015 

Increase  in  1873-74 $25,580 

RciiilJiliiliitioii. 


Net  increase  of  appropriations   in  1873-74. 
Net  increase  of  percentage  in   lS7:j-74 


Less  increase  of  income  in  1873-74. 


,.$1,071,115 
25,580 

$1 ,09B,695 
..       218,415 

luci-ease  of  the  tax  as  before  stated •   $878,250 

The  accompanying  commuiiicafions,  wliich  I  liave 
receiveti  from  the  several  lioards,  departments  and 
commiltees,  contain  tlie  details  yyjiicli  aggregate  the 
amount  required. 

All  of  vvliich  Is  respectfully  snlimitted. 

Alfred  T.  Thiiner, 
Audilor  of  Accounts. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  sucli 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 


PAfEKS  FROM  TUB  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

The  ])etitions  of  Company  B,  Nintli  Regiment, 
John  O.  Loriiig  and  others,  Nathan  S.  Willjur  and 
Jaco))  Rand  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  coiicur- 
reiici': 

llcport  inexpedient  to  accept  the  ofEer  of  rooms  to 
tlie  city  by  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

Recommitment  of  report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  on 
petition  of  Smith  &  McGaragle,  to  be  paid  the  bal- 
ance on  contract  for  erection  of  smallpox  hospital, 
di'stroyed  by  lire. 

K'ecominitment  of  report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  on 
petition  of  Ilolohan  &  Maguire,  to  be  paid  for  con- 
tract work  on  tirst  smallpox  hospital. 

The  report  and  an  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordi- 
nance relating  to  public  health  was  read  twice  and 
passed. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Report  and  order  to  aulhorizc  plans  and  estimates 
for  a  new  primary  schoolhouse  on  city  land  in  the 
Prescott  and  Chapman  districts.  East  Boston. 

Order  that  measnres  be  taken  to  keeji  the  streets  on 
Burnt  District  free  from  obstructions  and  safe  for 
public  travel. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  sum  of  .flOOO,  for 
clerk  hire  in  Assessoi's'  Deiiartmenf. 

Order  to  pay  C(jmpany  A,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V. 
IM.,  iifliOO  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory  on  corner  of 
Causeway  and  Lowell  streets. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $;i!00  to  be  ex- 
pended in  repairing  and  fnrnishihg  the  armory  of 
said  company. 

Order  that  there  lie  allowed  an  additional  sum  of 
.'|;7(l  70,  f(u-  rejiairing  and  furnishing  the  armory  of 
Company  K,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  on  corner  of 
Third  and  Dorcheirter  streets. 

FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  James  Dennie  as  a 
First-Assistant-Assessor,  in  place  of  Artemas  R. 
Holden,  chosen  by  this  Council,  was  read,  when  the 
Council  jn-oceedecl  to  aii  election,  resulting  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  to  a  choice 27 

Artemas  R.  Holden 26 

James  K.  Crowley 14 

James  Dennie 10 

H.N.  Holbrook 3 

A  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

Artemas  K.  Holden 38 

James  Dennie 10 

James  K.  Crowley 5 

H.  N.  Holbrook 2 

Theopilus  Burr 1 

Mr.  Holden  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in 
non-concurrence. 

SECOND-ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

The  report  nominating  certain  persons  named  as 
Second-Assislant-Assessors,  was  accepted,  in  con- 
currence, when  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election, 
under  a  sus])ension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  .5  gave  notice  of  the  declina- 
tion of  Daniel  J.  Courtney  as  a  candidate  from  Ward 
.5,  a  nominee  of  tlie  committee. 
The  result  of  the  liallot  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 57 

Necessary  t(j  a  choice 29 

Ward  \—Tii'o  Difitrictn. 

John  Noble 57 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney 57 

WtO'd  2— Two  DixlricU. 

George  W.  Close 57 

Dennis  Cawley,  Jr 56 

M.  J.  Harkins 1 

Ward  3— One  DMrict. 

Joseph  Allen ;33 

Charles  H.  Boardman 20 

E.   AV.  James 4 

^yllrd  I— Two  Dislricls:. 

Martin  Dowling 56 

William  S.  Whitney 57 

Owen  Howard 1 

}]'irrd  'S—Two  Disirirtf.: 

Roger  H.  Scannell 50 

J .  ,J .  1 1  ughes m 

John  J.  (iailivaii 24 

John  Donnelly 3 

D.  .1.  Courtney 4 

Ward  6— One  DisiricL 

John  T.  Prince 43 

Emerson  Coolidge 13 

\]'a)'d  I—Two  DUtriclH. 

Dudley  Pray 30 

Jeremiah  Sullivan 53 

James  H.  Magiier 29 
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Ward  S—One  District. 

Ini  D.  Dav(!iiport 34 

M.  H.  Enwrislit. 23 

Ward  \)—Two  Districts. 

Francis  li.  Stoddard 57 

James  Standisli rrt 

Ward  W—Oiie  District. 

Cliarlos  B.  llimtiiig 5(1 

Daniel  Fiiiiiigau : 1 

Ward  \\—Oii.e  District. 
George  W.  Slduner 57 

M'ard  Vi~Two  Districts. 

Thomas  Leavitt 5(i 

Joseph  R.  Grose 5(> 

M.  H.  Keeuau 1 

Ward  liy— One  District. 
Edward  W.  Dolaii 57 

Ward  U—Two  Districts. 

Elbridge  6.  Scott ^'2 

William  n.  Mcintosh ) • 

J .  E  Learnerd * 

Ward  ir,—  Tii:o  Districts. 

Henry  A.  Drake ^•' 

B.  F.  S.  Bullard •' 

James  II.  Morrow ii 

Edwaid  Kelley -l^ 

Ward  W— Three  Districts. 

John  Pierce 5'J 

E.  H.  R.  Buggies -ij 

George  W .  Conant fi; 

Oliver  Hall ^^' 

The  whole  iHimber  of  Assessors  required  was  de- 
clared to  he  elected,  Messrs.  Hughes  of  Ward  5  in 
place  of  Gallivau,  Kelley  of  Ward  15  in  place  of  Bul- 
lard, and  Hall  of  M'ard  l(i  in  place  of  Conant,  m  non- 
concnrreuce. 

LINTINISIIED    BUSINESS. 

The   order   to  allow  for  payment   sundry  bills  for 
extra  services  by  certain  policemen   therein  named, 
being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  inciuircd  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vices for  which  payment  was  asked. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7  replied  that  lie  was  not 
aware  that  the  matter  had  been  before  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  the  order  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Police. 

WIDENING   OF  FEDERAL   AND   OTHER   STREETS. 

The  resolve  and  order  to  widen  Federal  street  to 
sixty  feet  from  Summer  to  Milk  street  (Printed  City 
Document  No.  31,  18T8,)  coming  up— 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  moved  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  several  orders  for  widening  and  extending 
streets,  with  a  view  to  offeiing  a  resolution. 

The  Chair  stated  tli<>  i;|neslion  to  be  on  the  single 
order  undei-  consideration  .and  the  question  being 
taken,  the  oi'dcr  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  oifered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolves  and  orders  now  before 
the  Common  Council  for  the  extension  of  Oliver 
street,  the  widening  and  extension  of  Pearl  street, 
the  widening  and  extension  of  f'lanklin  street,  and 
the  widening  of  Milk,  Federal  aud  Congress  streets, 
except  those  parts  of  Federal  aud  Congress  streets 
north  of  Franklin  street  extended,  have  the  snpport 
of  the  Couuei],  and  that  the  Council  hereby  assures 
the  property  o\\ners  affected  by  the  contemplated 
changes  in  ilie  lines  of  the  foregoing  streets,  that  the 
said  resolves  and  orders,  siibjecf  to  tlie  foregoing  ex- 
ceptions, will  be  adopted  whenever  a  ilecision  can 
be  reached  in  regard  to  Ihe  portions  of  those  streets 
reserved  in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  in  explanation  of  the  resolve 
that  there  was  no  queslion  in  regard  to  Ihe  proposed 
improvements,  except  (hat  of  widening  Federal  street 
between  Franklin  and  Milk  streets,  and  Congress 
street,  noith  of  Milk  street.  The  Street  Commission- 
ers were  not  prepared  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  the 
resolves  and  orders  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  since  then  the  text  of  the  ai)])roi)riations  by 
Congress  had  been  sent  by  telegrapli  requiring  a  fur- 
ther widening  of  streets  in  the  neighborhood  "of  the 
Post  Ottice  and  the  removal  of  the  buildings  on  the 
triaugulai-  space  of  ground  between  Congress,  Milk 
and  Bath  streets.  This  despatch  he  read,  as  contain- 
ing all  the  information  known  on  the  subject,  and  it 
was  desired  to  ascertain  the  whole  conditions  before 
action  was  taken  in  Ihe  matler. 

The  C£Uestion  to  be  decided  was  what  should  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city,  and  whelher  to  concede 
to  the  United  States  Government  in  I'elation  to  the 
line  of  widening,  to  secure  the  expenditure  of  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The  Street  Commis- 
sioners had  no  recommendations  to  make,  and  the 
Council  was  called  upon  to  indicate  their  choice  as 
citizens  and  not  as  members  of  the  Council.    No  ac- 


tion could  be  taken  until  further  orders  should  be 
sent  to  the  City  Council  in  relation  to  the  triangular 
piece  of  land,  and  the  reason  was  obvious,  that  if  the; 
present  orders  should  be  passed  without  providing 
for  the  taking  of  so  much  as  will  be  left  in  the  exten- 
sion of  I'earl  street,  the  value  of  the  laud  will  be  so 
increased  that  it  cannot  be  had  except  at  an  exorbi- 
tant price. 

It  was  accordingly  desirable  that  the  resolution 
should  be  passed,  so  that  all  persons  in  the  burnt 
district  embraced  within  its  provisions  should  bo  re- 
lieved as.  to  the  act  ion  of  the  City  Government,  and 
the  property  owners  assured  that  those  are  the  lines 
to  be  establish(!d  just  as  soon  as  the  question  on  the 
whole  of  these  connected  orders  can  be  put  to  tlie 
Council.  There  will  be  no  change;  in  the  |)lans  so  far 
as  relate  to  the  extension  of  Olivta'  street,  the 
widening  of  Milk  and  fi'ranklin  streets  and  the  widen- 
ing of  Federal  and  Congress  streets  as  far  as  the 
northerly  line  of  Franklin  street,  which  are  satisfac- 
t<.)ry  to  every  one. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  iiu|nired  what  effect  the  action 
of  the  United  States  (iovcrnment  w<nild  have  upon 
the  widening  of  Federal  street,  at  the  C(n'ner 
of  Milk  sti-eel,  for  the  gentleman  from  Ward  (i 
had  not  explained  it.  Itefore  he  voted  he  wished  to 
know  what  effect  the  action  of  Congress  would  have 
upon  the  widening  of  Federal  street. 

Mr.  Pei'kins  replied  th.at  it  would  have  no  elTect  at 
all.  The  resolution  was  ott'ered  simply  because,  so 
far  as  l\\v  contest  was  settled,  there  slu)uld  be  no  de- 
lay. The  reas  in  why  the  Sti'ci'l  Coniinissioners  do 
not  send  out  the  necessary  orders  for  further  taking 
of  land  is  that  they  do  no!  wish  to  until  there  is  an 
expression  of  oiiinion  whether  it  is  desirable  to  go 
into  such  an  expense  as  k\  ill  be  re(iuired. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  geutlenian  had  not  answered  his 
interrogatory.  Kvcrythiug  was  to  be  jiassed  upon  liy 
.■1  wholesale  sweep  of  a  resolutiiui  exeejit  in  relation 
to  the  widening  of  Federal  street,  and  when  he  asked 
the  basis  of  the  action,  he  was  answered  by  reference 
to  the  action  of  Congress  in  regard  to  another  mat- 
ter. Again  he  asked  what,  the  acliiiu  of  Congress  had 
to  do  with  the  widening  of  l<\'deral  street  to  its  junc- 
tion at  Milk  street.  The  gentleuian  takes  it  for 
granted  that  at  I  the  other  mailers  are  agreed  upon,  and 
yet  no  votes  have  been  taken  to  indicate  any  such 
feeling. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  re|H)rl  of  (he  plan  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  received  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  CommiKee  on  S(r<'els.  There  had  been  two 
weeks'  delay  in  (he  acdon  upon  it,  and  the  cry_of  the 
citizens  was,  why  this  delayv  And  now  (here' was  to 
be  another  delay  in  regard  to  Federal  street.  It  was 
an  unusual  thing  lo  pass  such  measures  by  a  sweep- 
ing cl.ause  of  this  kind,  and  if  adopted  it  would  be 
an  extraordinary  state  of  things.  It  was  proper  to 
consider  t  hese  se\era,l  streets  in  detail  ami  not  by  a 
wholesale  I'esolutiou,  important  as  were  these  meas- 
ures to  the  public. 

The  city  of  l^.oston  was  competent  to  act  in  these 
matters  without  the  dictation  of  Congress,  or  know- 
ing from  whom  or  to  whom  it  may  come.  The  reso- 
lution ai)peared  to  be  the  result  of  the  action  of  the 
<."omniittee  (ui  Sti  eets,  but  noexjilanatiiui  had  been 
made  to  satisfy  him.  He  did  not  wish  to  impede 
progress,  but  believed  they  were  liere  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  upon  the  order  in  the  report  of  (he  commit- 
tee. If  he  was  not  coi'rect  he  asked  to  he  set  right. 
He  thought  it  would  be  boys'  play  to  have  the  reports 
laid  over  or  pass<'d  by  resolution.  It  might  be  his 
stupidity.  l)ut  lie  had"  yet  to  learn  the  necessity  of 
passing  llie  lesolution. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  the  order  was  laid  over 
from  the  last  meeting  to  ascertain  the  action  of  Con- 
gres^J,  and  since  then  the  Governuu'iit  had  called  foi' 
the  laving  out  of  .a  piece  of  land  of  fiiM)  feet,  at  a  cost 
of  soiiie  i|fJ(Jll,(lll().  It  was  believed  thai  a  space  of 
seventy  feet  in  front  of  the  Post  OIVk'c  was  sutticieut, 
and  he  was  not  in  favor  of  action  to  please  the  post- 
mastei'  or  anybody  else. 

The  I'esolutieui  was  i)assed — 3'.)  in  fav(U'.  none  in  op- 
position. 

Mr.  l,oring  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  ri\«olve  and  (U'der  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Federal  street  from  Summer  to  Millc  street  be 
recommitted  to  the  Street  Commissioners,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  resolve  and  oi'der  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Federal  street  from  Summer  to  B'rankliu  street, 
substantially  in  accordance  with  the  plan  made  by 
vhe  City  Surxeyor,  dated  January  "27,  1.S73.  and  adopf- 
eil  by  the  Street  Commissioners.  February  ■^7.  1873; 
also  a  separate  resolve  and  cuder  for  th<'  widening  of 
Federal  street  between  Franklin  ami  Milk  streets  to 
sixty  feet  by  taking  land  on  the  easterly  side. 

Mr.  Loriug,  in  support  of  the  order,  said  in  view  of 
the  weight  of  teslimony,  (he  widening  of  Federal 
street  from  Fianklin  street  to  T\Iilk  street  should  be 
on  the  easterly  side,  so  as  to  make,  as  far  as  possible 
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a  conliniiDiis  street,  to  Coiigi'css  street,  and  ho  had 
y(^t  to  hem-  of  the  first  good  reason  for  the  widening 
on  tlie  westei-ly  side.  Kor  tlie  i)nri)ose  of  s;ilisl'ying 
liiniself  in  regard  to  tr,ivel,  lie  wateliexl  thi'  e(nirse  of 
it  yesterday,  and  foinid  that  I  In-ee-fourlhs  of  tlio 
ti'avel  from  Kedera)  stri'et  into  Milk  street  was  to 
Congress  street;  and  of  fifteen  teams  (n-  earriages 
fourteen  went  down  to  one  ill).  One  of  the  argn- 
nuMits  for  the  widening  on  the  westerly  side  was  that 
the  travel  would  go  into  Devonsliire  street,  ])evon- 
sliire  street  was  extended  for  the  purpose  of  reliev- 
ing Washington  street,  and  Devonshire  strck't  was 
now  erowded  with  travel. 

'I'he  tcniiiiintion  of  Federal  street  at  Milk  street,  as 
proposed  liy  the  ('oinniissioners,  was  agiiinst  thePost 
tiflice,  and  not,  as  it  should  be,  a  continuons  street 
'I'lie  etl'eet  of  it  would  be  as  in  State  street,  where 
the  travel  seeking  Court  street  goes  np  the  northerly 
side  of  the  Old  Slate  lloase,  and  if  one  portion  of  it 
should  he  closed  it  would  be  the  southerly  portion  in 
preference  to  the  other. 

Mr.  VVidls  of  Ward  :!  said  he  had  taken  notice  re- 
cently of  the  course  of  t  ravel  in  that  vicinity,  with 
refernce  to  tile  blocks  in  conse(|iienee,  and  he  was 
of  oiiinion  i.hat  the  resolve  and  order  should  be  re- 
ferred hack  to  the  ( '(nnmissicniei's. 

Mr.  Flyiiii  replied  that  it  should  be  understood  that 
Milk  aiui  Congress  streets  were  to  be  widened  to  sixty 
feet,  which  wonld  greatly  relieve  the  crowds  at  that 
portion  of  the  streets,  and  it  should  furtlier  be  con- 
sidered that  Congress  street  wonld  be  a  great  thor- 
oughfare to  South  Ijost(ni  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  inquired  wliat  would  lie  the 
difference  in  expense  between  the  plans  of  widening 
on  the  easterly  and  westerly  side. 

Mr.  Loring  replied  that  he  put  the  question  to  the 
Chairnuni  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  who  s:iid  that 
there  would  be  no  material  diftercnee  in  the  e\-pense; 
and  in  relation  to  grade  he  wonld  like  to  know  of  the 
committee  if  the  ditTerenee  of  grade  had  lieon  con- 
sidered liy  them, 

Mr.  Plyiin  replied  that'  his  im]iression  was  that  an 
order  had  been  passed  to  make  the  grade  the  same 
through  the  territory  of  the  burnt  district. 

Mr.  Loring  Siiid  he  should  .indge  thnt  the  difference 
in  H'rade  was  at  least  ten  fcei  lielween  ('ongress  and 
Devonshire  streets.  Federal  street  and  not  Congress 
street  must  be  the  thoroughfare  to  South  Boston. 
The  construction  of  the  bridge  to  South  Boston  to 
connect  with  Congress  street  could  not  be  within  ten 
or  fifteen  years,  and  if  he  was  to  be  governed  liy  self- 
interest  rather  t!  an  liy  his  judgment,  he  slionld  pre- 
fer to  have  Congress  street  the  thoroughfare.  As 
an  owner  of  seven  acres  of  Hals  he  wonld  give  his 
check  for  flO.OUO  could  tlie  new  avenue  be  completed 
in  ten  years  It  was  all  nonsense  to  contend  that 
Congress  street  is  to  be  the  great  thoroughfare,  for 
Federal  street  is  and  must  be  the  thoroughfare  to 
South  Boston  and  out  of  town,  'i'he  manner  of  agree- 
ing to  the  sireet  wiilenings  he  olijeered  to.  in  the 
Street  Commissioners  Indding  conferences  with  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  making  it  an  ex  parU  matter. 
By  looking  to  the  naked  facts  in  the  case,  the  com- 
mittee would  arrive  at  better  opinions, 

Mr,  West  of  Ward  10  said  he  was  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
l(j  when  he  first  looked  at  it,  because  from  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  corner  of  Milk,  Federal  and  Congress 
streets  in  the  last  twelve  years  in  its  being. ('onstantly 
blocked.  In  the  widening  it  shcnild  be  considered 
that  Milk  street  is  to  be  widened,  and  the  grade 
is  to  be  raised,  and  by  widening  on  the  westerly  side, 
the  travel  will  be  nior<'  easily  (livid 'd,  jiassing  into 
De\'.)nshire  street  .as  eNteiided'as  a  tlioroiigiifare. 

Mr.  Biirdittof  Ward  I(i  said  if  it  was  jiossihle  to 
have  Federal  street  a  direct  street,  running  into  Con- 
gress street,  he  would  go  with  the  gentleman  from 
VVard  12,  but  it  could  not  he  without  goinu'  across 
the  Post  OlHce,  It  was  desiralile,  tlien,  to  divide  the 
travel,  and  he  believed  tlie  marginal  streets  would, 
in  future,  lake  mucli  of  the  heavy  travel, 

Mr.  Flynii,  with  refei'iMice  to  the  building  of  the 
new  avomie  to  Smith  Boston,  called  attention  to  the 
indenture  made  last  year,  by  which  he  believed  the 
avenue  would  be  made  in  fi\'e  years,  and  lie  could 
take  the  check  of  the  gentleman  on  tliat  conilition. 

Mr,  Perkins  ofi'ered  Ihe  following  as  a  siibstil  lite 
for  the  order  of  Mr,  Loriiig: 

Kesolved,  'rii.al  the  Common  Council  ajiprove  tlie 
plans  of  the  Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening 
of  Federal  and  Congress  streets  from  Franklin  street 
extended  to  Milk  street,  and  hereby  assure  the  prop- 
erty ludders  on  I  hose  streel  s  I  lial  I  lie  orders  in  which 
those  plans  are  embodied  shall  be  passed  as  soon  as 
the  otlier  orders  with  which  they  are  necessarily  con- 
nected can  be  jii'epared  ami  considered. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated,  in  exiilanallon  of  the  views  of 
the  Commissioners,  that  as  it  was  not  expected  tliat 
Federal  street  would    be  a  continuous  street  to  Con- 


gress street,  it  would  be  better  to  take  the  travel  so 
that  it  might  be  divided  between  Congress  and  Dev- 
onshire streets,  the  foot  travel  especially  takuig  the 
iqilicr  side  to  Devoiishiri^  street. 

Mr,  Hal!  of  Ward  10  lioiied  the  substitute  would  be 
p.assed,  for  the  Street  Commissiomn-s,  after  full  con- 
siiUa-ation  oj'  tlu!  subject,  believed  the  widening  of 
Milk  street  at  this  point  would  be  ample  to  obviate 
the  difficulty  of  blocking  the  street,  and  it  should  be 
considered  that  this  street  was  but  thirty-eight  feet 
vvidi!  previous  to  the  widening, 

Mr,  Wells  stated  that  the  travel  downward  was  a 
continual  stream,  and  with  the  widening  of  Federal 
street  on  the  easterly  side,  there  would  be  a  chance 
to  turn  without  blocking.  Nineteen  of  twenty  teams 
would  take  the  down  grade  rather  than  the  up  one, 
and  he  failed  to  find  any  man  who  would  drive  up  150 
feet  to  turn  a  shar])  eorni'r.  when  by  going  ten  or 
twelve  feet  he  could  make  a  better  turn.  He  hoped 
the  substitute  would  not  jirevail. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  \\an\  10  hoped  the  substitute 
wonld  prevail,  for  it  would  give  the  abutters  the 
same  assurance  that  those  have  on  the  other 
streets,  thai,  there  is  to  be  no  further  delay.  The 
Street  Commissioners  gave  three  hearings  on  the 
subject,  the  result  of  which  was  that  in  their  best 
judgment  the  widening  should  be  on  the  westerly 
side  of  the  street.  These  all  were  related  to  one 
whole,  and  if  one  was  to  be  changed,  it  might  neces- 
sitate the  change  of  others.  He  would  abide  in  the 
judgment  of  llie  Commissioners  rather  than  have 
more  delay.  During  the  debate  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
tlermen,  the  Chairnian  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
stated  that  a  recommitment  would  involve  a  delay  of 
four  weeks,  at  an  exiiense  of  $.')0,000  a  day.  The  re- 
port was  entitled  to  their  consideration  and  respect. 

Mr.  Lorina'  stated  that  those  most  interested  in  the 
widening  oh  the  easterly  side  would  be  the  greatest 
sufferers  in  case  of  delay,  and  the  weight  of  te.sti- 
niony  in  favor  of  the  widening  on  that  side  came 
from' these  persons  who  were  "to  be  affected  by  it. 
The  question  was  how  to  make  the  w'idening  to  serve 
the  public  interest,  and  if  there  should  be  "any  loss 
from  the  delay,  those  who  wished  this  widening 
would  be  the  sufferers. 

ftlr.  Flynii  stated  that  should  there  be  a  recommit- 
ment there  must  be  fourteen  days'  notice  after  the 
action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr,  Perkins  said  it  was  a  mistake  to  say  that  the 
abutters  on  the  easterly  side  ask  for  the  widenmg  on 
that  side. 

Mr.  Loring  replied  that  the  weight  of  testimony 
showed  that  they  were  in  favor  of  it,  although  he 
would  not  claim  that  all  the  abutters  were  in  favor 
of  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins,  the  previous  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  substitute  was  adopted  for  the 
order  of  Mr.  Loring. 

The  several  resolves  and  orders  for  the  widening  of 
Milk  street,  the  widening  and  extension  of  Pearl 
street,  the  extension  of  Oliver  street,  the  widening 
of  Congress  street  between  Water  and  Broad  streets, 
and  the  extension  of  Franklin  street  to  Sturgis  street, 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  offered  thefoLowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
it  is  expedient  to  take  and  lay  out  as  a  public  way  of 
the  city,  that  parcel  of  laud  remaining  between  the 
proposed  extension  of  Pearl  street  to  Congress  street, 
at  Water  street.  Congress  street  widened  to  seventy 
feet  on  the  easterly  side,  and  Milk  street  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  said  contemplated  improvements,  and 
also  to  widen  Water  street  lietween  Devonshire  and 
Congress  streets,  on  the  northerly  side,  to  sixty  feet, 
by  taking  land  from  the  estate  of  Edward  A,  White 
and  others,  trustees,  and  the  estate  of  Beats,  Greene 
&  Company;  and  requesting  the  Sireet  Commission- 
ers to  report  orders  and  estimates  of  the  cost  at  the 
earliest  pi'acticable  moment, 

Mr,  Perkins  said  the  order  was  ofifered  simply  for 
the  imrpose  (d'  obtaining  the  views  of  the  Council  on 
the  subject.  It  was  not  one  of  those  cut  and  dried 
matters  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  had 
spoken,  and  did  not  come  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets.  Yet  If  Water  street  was  to  be  widened  fui'- 
ther,  it  would  be  well  to  have  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion, and  without  it  it  is  supposed  there  will  not  be 
the  large  expenditure  on  the  Post  C>llice  which  is 
contemplated. 

Mr.  Plyiin  of  Ward  7  believed  that  the  order  would 
keep  one  we(Ov,  and  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table,  which  was  carried. 

PETITIONS   PRESKNTED   AND   REFERRED. 

John  Lynch,  for  leave  to  construct  an  addition  to 
his  building  on  Foundry  street,  beyond  the  legal  di- 
mensions. 

Edward  Bryant,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  shop 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


in  Fninkliii   comt,  neai'  Norfolk  avciitio,  Ward   1(1, 
beyond  (he  legal  dimensioDfi. 

Severally  referred  to  Cominitlee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

AUDITOK's   monthly    EXIIir.lT. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  was  laid  before 
the  Council  in  print,  it  beina;  an  exliibit  of  tlie  gen- 
eral and  special  appropriations  for  tlie  present  linan- 
cial  year  of  ISTS-TS,  as  shown  in  tlie  hooks  in  his  of- 
fice,'March  ],  187:^,  incliidinij;  the  Mareli  draft,  beins 
eleven  months'  payments  of  the  linancial  year,  -ex- 
hibiting tlie  ont;inal  ai)propriat  ions,  the  amount  ex- 
pended', and  the  balance  of  each  unexpended  at  that 
date.     A  recapitulation  gives  the  following  result:— 

Aijpropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  ExpenOeil.  Unexpended. 

General *'.i.9li),92B  41  $S,7tiO,8i5  GO  i;i.210,110  SI 

Special 1(MIK.i,554  63  4,:;4.5,894  11  li,ir>4.05H  '.»2 


$20,311, ISl  01 
Oidered  to  he  sent  up. 


$12,946,710  31        *7,364,770  73 


REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Blackniar  ofAVard  11,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  repoited  leave  to  withdraw  sev<'ra]iy  on  peli- 
tions  of  William  Whittaker  lo  l)e  compensated  for 
the  death  of  his  son  caused  by  tlie  discharge  of  fire- 
works at  Independence  square  on  tlie  .'jth  of  July, 
1872,  and  of  Philip  McDoiiough  to  lie  compensated 
for  injuries  received  by  his  son  fi-oni  an  explosion 
of  fireworks  at  Independence  square  .5lh  of  July,  187'2; 
also  of  M.  C.  Murray  to  be  conipi^nsated  for  damages 
to  his  property  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tre- 
mont  street.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  lo  withdraw 
on  petition  of -Joseph  K.  and  Mary  -T.  Meleher  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  caused  to  said  Mai'y  fl. 
Melchei- by  her  being  si'iit  lo  the  smallpox  hosi>ital 
without  c;'iuse,  and  on  iietition  of  Lydin  A.  Edgecomb 
to  be  compensated  for  damages  caused  by  the  failure 
of  the  health  ofiicers  to  removi;  from  her  house  a 
person  sick  with  smallijox.     Severally  accepted 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  l(i,  fronillie  -loinl  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Fire  Department,  to  whom  w.as  referred 
the  iietition  of  S.-imuel  1).  CraiU'  and  forly-lwo  others 
that  a  sti'am  tire  engine  be  loeati'd  in  Ward  11,  .after 
a  citreful  consideration  of  llu'  subject,  reported  that 
they  find  there  is  no  steain  lire  engine  located  in  thai 
section  of  llu^  city,  while  it  conlains  a  taxable  valua- 
tion of  $-r),0()0,fK10;  Kngine  No.  ;i,  locMled  on  Wash- 
ington sheet,  near  Do\'er  street.  lOngine  No.  Vi.  being 
the  next  netirest  steamer,  located  on  (he  corner  of 
Warren  and  Dudley  streets,  a  mile  and  one-fourth 
from  Engine  No.  :i.  while  across  the  city  from  east  to 
west  are  a  mile  and  thri^e-eighths. 

In  this  large  area  of  territ(U'y  there  are  some  of  the 
largest  manufactories  of  the  city,  with  many  exten- 
sive lumber  yaids.  In  view  of  all  these  facts,  the 
eomniiltee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitionei-s  ought  to  be  granted,  and 
would  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-Engineer  be  authorii^ed  to 
locate  and  equip  ;i  steam  fire  engine  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Chester  llose  No.  4  (Ui  Nortlunnptou 
street,  and  the  expense  thereof  to  be  chargeil  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart  meiit. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Flynii  of  Ward  7,  from  the  .Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  or- 
der of  the  Board  of  Street  (.'ommissionei's  authorizing 
the  taking  by  the  city  of  I  he  estat<'  of  M.  II.  (ileeson 
on  Summer  street,  at  the  cornel'  of  High  street,  made 
a  repoi-t  that  the  order  ought  to  pass.  They  also 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  in 
such  manner,  and  upon  such  terms  as  they  inav 
deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  the  iiorlion  of 
the  estate  taken  from  M.  H.  Gleeson  on  the  corner 
of  Summer  and  High  streets,  which  is  not  required 
for  Ihe  impioveinent  of  said  streets,  the  proceeds 
of  said  Side  to  be  jiaid  into  I  hi'  City  Treasury. 

Mr.  Deiin  of  Ward  12  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
provide  that  the  sale  shall  be  by  anctitm,  but  on  tlie 
statement  being  made  that  the  remaining  land  would 
be  bill  a  small  parcel,  valuable  only  to  the  owner  of 
the  adjoining  property,  tlie  amendment  was  wilh- 
drawn  and  the  order  was  jiassed,  together  with  the 
original  order. 

Mr.  Flynn,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  authorizing  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  release  to  Samuel  B.  Pierce,  upon  certain  terms 
and  conditions,  a  parcel  of  land  discontinued  from 
Forest-Hills  avenue,  in  widening  the  same,  made  a 
report  that  the  order  ought  to  jiass 

The  order  piovides  for  the  release  of  8880  square 
feet  of  land  adjoining  the  estate  of  said  Pierce,  upon 


the  conveyance  to  the  city  by  him  of  a  parcel  of  land 
auKninting  to  smil  squarit  feet,  taken  from  an  estate 
of  his  to  widen  said  Fore;-t-Hill  avenue,  by  an  order 
of  the  Street  Commissioners,  December  :lil,  1872. 

The  report  was  aece\)red.  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Flynn  oliered  the  following  order: 

Oi-di'red,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  lie  authorized  lo  sell,  in  such  manner  and 
upon  such  terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  cily,  the  poitiim  of  the  estate  taken  from 
C.  M.  Wlu'elwright  (ui  the  cornel'  of  Water  street  and 
Uroad  street,  which  is  not  required  for  the  improves 
ment  of  said  streets;  tlie  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be 
paid  into  the  City  Treasury. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .Amoved  an  amendment  to  pro- 
vide that  this  sale  of  land  shall  be  by  auction. 

Mr.  Page  <d'  Ward  !i  stated  that  Ihi's  case  was  simi- 
lar to  that  jnsi  acled  upon,  Ihei'e  being  but  a  small 
piece  of  land  of  little  value  except  to  the  adjoining 
estate,  and  it  would  save  expense  by  making  the  sale 
private,  while  if  it  is  i'e(|uired  to  b(^  public,  and  im- 
perative, there  may  lie  no  otlu^r  bidder  than  the  party 
immediately  interested,  whose  luilicy  would  be  to  get 
it  by  as  low  bid  as  possible. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12  wished  to  know  the  bouiiils 
of  the  land. 

Mr.  Page  stated  that  the  width  of  the  lot  on  Broad 
street  was  very  slight,  but  quite  deep  on  Water 
street. 

Mr.  Blackniar  of  Ward  11  said  there  bad  been  no 
argument  of  .'iiiy  foree  why  the  lot  should  not  be  put 
np  ti)  llie  highest  bidder,  which  he  Ihonght  to  lie  a 
good  policy  which  should  always  be  followed. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  (i  wislu'd  to  know  if  there  was 
no  mininium  sum  li.xi'd,  otherwise  in  a  public  sale 
I.Ik^  land  might  be  sacriliced. 

Mr.  I'age  slaled  thai  ill  the  case  of  a  sale  of  a  small 
lot  of  land  on  Smitli  Market  street,  last  year,  the  lot 
was  sold  less  by  public  aiictiini  than  it  would  have 
br'oughl,  at  iiri vale  sale. 

Mr.  Loring  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  with 
a  view,  he  was  proceeding  to  say,  when  Mr.  Shaw 
raised  a  jioiut  of  «rder  that  the  motion  was  not  de- 
batable. 

The  iioini  of  order  was  sustained  and  the  order  was 
laid  on  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  Calon  of  Ward  11,  from  tlie  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  InspiK'tion  of  Build- 
ings, to  wlumi  was  referred  the  jietiticm  of  P.  Camp- 
bell &  Son  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  lo 
shed  situated  (Ui  lieed  street,  lU'ar  Swell  '^tret't,  made 
a  repiu't  recomuicnding  Ihe  passage  of  Ihe  following 
ord<'r: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  lie  au- 
thorized lo  issue  a  pi'rmit  to  P.  Campbell  &  Son  to 
ereel  a  wooden  addition  to  shed,  situate  on  Reed 
si  reel,  near  Swell,  street,  in  acciu'danee  wilh  an  aj)- 
jilicatiim  im  lile  in  the  otlieeoflhe  Deparlmeiit  for 
Ihe  Survey  and  Insiieclion  of  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Ml'.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Winchester  A  Might  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  buililingim  Doreliesler  ave- 
nue and  Koundry  street,  luiide  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  fohowing  order: 

Oidered,  That  the  Ins|)eel()r  of  lUiildings  be  au- 
thorized lo  is.«ue  a  permil,  to  V\'inchi'ster  &  Hight  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  in  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Foundry  street,  in  accordance  with  an  application 
on  lile  in  Ihe  olticc^  of  the  Di'partment  for  the  Survey 
and  Inspecli<ni  of  Buildings. 

The  report  was  aeceiiled,  and  the  order  was  [lassed. 

Ml'.  Caton,  from  the  Comniil tee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  liuildings,  made  a  reptu't  that  in  their 
opinion  the  public  safety  demands  that  immediate 
measures  should  be  taken  to  examine  all  buildings  in 
Koston  in  which  operativesare  employed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  llieir  sal'('ty  and  the  means  of 
escape  in  ease  of  fire. 

The  destruction  <d'  the  workrooms  on  the  Iniriit 
district  has  necessitated  the  occupation  of  a  large 
number  of  rooms  which  were  not  originally  intended 
for  siu'li  purposes,  and  wliicli  in  most  cases  are  lo- 
cated in  the  uiiper  stonesof  high  buildings  accessible 
only  by  hnig  llights  of  narrow  stairs. 

Should  a  fire  occur  in  the  lower  stories  of  any  such 
buildings  while  thr.  operatives  are  therein  emiiloyed, 
it  wiuild  be  almost  certain  to  cut  off  all  means  of  es- 
cajif,  and  the  loss  of  lif(^  would  be  fearful.  The  eom- 
niiltee already  know  t\\'  one  building,  in  which  22.5 
liersons,  mostly  females,  depend  upon  a  staircase  .S,',j 
feet  wide  for  means  of  esea|n'  in  case  of  lire.  The 
eomniiltee  feel  the  necessity  of  immediate  action,  and 
in  order  that  there  may  be 'no  delay  in  maUing  the 
necessary  exaniination,"tliey  respectfully  request  that 
authority  be  grained  to  employ,  temporarily,  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  ])ersoiis  lo  make  such  examinations. 

The  commit  lee  therefore  i'(^spectfully  recommeud 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 
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Ordered,  That  the  Iiispecl.or  of  Buildings  be  direct- 
ed to  iiiniiedialely  exiimine,;!)!  linildin<;s  in  Boston  in 
vvliieli  operatives  are  employed,  to  aseertain  wiielliei- 
tliey  are  provided  with  siiliicient  facilities  for  eseajje 
in  case  of  lire,  and  I hal  lie  he  aulhori/.cd  to  emi)loy 
SMcli  teniixirary  assistanee  as  may  be  required  lo 
make  sMcli  examinations,  at  an  expense  not  ex(H'edinfit 
f  1(K)0;  to  he  eliar;;-ed  to  l\\i'.  appropriation  for  the  In- 
si)eetion  of  I5iiildint,'s. 

'J'Ik^  (piestiou  hi'ing  upon  the  second  reading;'  of  the 
order — 

Ml-.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  ros(!  for  information,  and 
wished  to  know  how  many  assistants  were  now  em- 
ployed. 

Mr.  Caton  replied  that  until  today  there  were  but 
three  assistants,  and  they  were  not  able  to  attend  to 
the  new  work  which  required  their  attention,  while 
it  was  designed  to  employ  these  to  be  provided  for 
temporarily. 

Mr.   Shaw  wished  to  know  if  the  persons  to  be 


ai)|)ointed  were  practical  men,  or  were  broken-do  vvn 
policemen. 

Mr.  Caton  reiilit^d  that  all  of  the  inspectors  were 
practical  men,  master  mechanics,  masons  or  carpen- 
ters. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  stated  that  the  law  required 
them  to  be  practu'al  men. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  thv.  reason  for  his  inquiry  was  that 
last  year  a  police  ollicer  was  appointed  against  whom 
sericius  chari,'es  were  preferred. 

An  amendnieul  was  proposed  to  require  the  ap- 
proval of  the  ('ominittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  in  the  aiiiiointinents  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Ciitoii  stated  that  the  appointments  of  inspec- 
tors were  made  wit  h  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  and  in 
answer  to  inquiries  stated  that  there  had  been  three 
assistant-inspectors,  and  three  additional  appoint- 
ments had  been  submitted  to  the  Mayor  today. 

The  amendment  was  lost — 16  to  19 — when  the  order 
was  laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

ProcotMliuf's  of  the  Board  of  Aldonnon, 

MARCH    10,    187a. 

The  rcsniixr  weekly  meeting  of  tlic  Bojirrtof  Alrtcf- 
nien  was  lickl  this  afteniooii,  at.  tour  o'cloclc,  Aldev- 
maii  Cutter,  the  chairman,  presidiufj'. 

JIIBOliS   DIIAWN. 

Six  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  I  lie  United  States 
District  Court. 

ArrOINTMENTS   MADE    AND   CONFIRMED. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures  and  Inspcu-tors  of 
Charcoal  Baskets— Wm.  K.  Ueed,  Charles  K.  M,  I'ratt. 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather— William  Bragdon, 
William  Powers,  George  W.  Bragdon,  Melville  C. 
Bragdon.  John  W.  Bragdon,  .Tr. 

Sjiecial  Police  Otlicers,  without  pay— John  Kenne- 
lie,  at  the  coi'ner  of  Mount  Washington  avenue  and 
Federal  street;  J.  P.  Kecfe,  at  the  Boston  Cathedral 
and  Castle-stroct  Church;  William  J.  Coleman,  for 
the  luiriit  district;  George  II.  Maguire,  at  Bowdoin- 
squ.arc!  Church;  Joseph  K.Thomas,  atBerkeley-streel 
Stabk^ 

Weigher  of  Coal — George  E.  Frost. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Jiark— 
Frederic  H.  Lewis,  Frank  M.  Hatch. 

Constable— Jacol)  T.  lieers. 

Undertaker— Jiiliez  B.  (!ole. 

Mend)ers  of  the  Fire  Department— George  W. 
Frost,  I'oreman,  and  John  M.  Powers,  assistaut-fore- 
man  of  Hook  &  l^addcr  C<impany  No.  4:  John  W.  C. 
Prescott,  foreman,  and  J.  W.  l>andall,  assistant-fore- 
man of  Insurance  Brigade;  James  Sturks,  to  take 
effect  from  ft'ebiuary  2f,  187:!:  Mark  W.  Ifayes  to 
(ill  the  vacancy  occas'ioned  by  the  death  <ir  James 
Sturks,  to  tak('.  effect  March  1.  Mortimer  D.  Gill,  as 
a  member.  ,Iohn  Kelly,  hoseman,  Charh^s  W.  llodg- 
don,  driver,  and  Joliu  F.  Barber  and  Edward  M, 
Grant  as  hosemcn,  to  take  effect  March  1. 

Police  Otlicers  -Martin  Ij.  White  as  a  lieutenant  and 
Albion  Adams  and  Daniel  M.  Hammond  to  be  ser- 
geants of  police:  James  Mcljaughlin  and  Freeman 
Hanscom  as  police  officers. 

Ki^ferred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

TETITIONS   rilESBNTED   ANT)    REFERRED. 

Ann  Welch,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  atNo.jlSS 
Fourth  street. 

Joseph  Strt'ck,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Cabot  street. 

Albert  Blaisdell,  that  a  portion  of  Ha.wley  street  be 
closed  during  the  reuwval  of  the  walls  of  Trinity 
Church. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  the 
last  with  full  pouiu-s. 

Mary  ,lane  Sliedd,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
a  sewer  in  Bustis  street. 

William  K.  Gray  and  others,  against  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  St.  James  street. 

Severally  referrc^d  to  the  Comaiittee  on  Sewers. 

Lafayetic  M.  Perkins  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  '  for  two  horses,  near  Iluntington-avenue 
bridge.  , 

Joseph  J.  McCarthy,  for  li'ave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Cherry  street,  near  Ijlue-Iiill 
avenue. 

Gctorge  G.  Poland,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  live  horses  on  Harrison  avenue,  near  Mai- 
den street. 

Thomas  Conner,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Cherry  street,  rear  No.  ail. 
Ward  U. 

Sex'crally  referred  to  CJommittee  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  tins  Board. 

W.  L.  Lotbrop,  lo  be  paid  for  loss  of  property  dur 
in?  tile  lire  by  action  of  otlicers  of  the  city. 

Sister  Mary  Kli/,abetli  and  Sister  Mary  Ilegiiia  of 
St.  Joseph's  ilouse,  to  lie   jiaid  for   injury  to  a  horse. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Commit  lee  on  Claims. 

Joseph  Murdock  and  others  and  William  R.Gray 
and  others,  against  the  jiroiiosed  removal  of  a  tree 
from  K,egeiit  sticel.  H.efcrred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of   this  I'.oard. 

Thomas  W.  Carter,  for  leave  to  change  the  iiosilion 
of  certain  buildings  on  the  City  Hosi)ital  lot  recently 
let  lo  him.  Kef  erred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
on  the  part  of  this  Board. 

Benjamin  FrauUlin,  for  permission  to  erect  a  build- 
ing on  I'almer  sli-i'ct  beyond  the  legal  limits.  Ke- 
f(M'red  to  ('ommittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildin;;s. 

BeaJs,  Greene  &  Co.,  against  the  proposed  widening 
of  Water  strei^t  uiion  llunr  estate.  L'ead  .'ind  sent 
down. 

The  I'emoiist ranee  is  as  follows; 

To  tlie  City  Council  of  the  f!ity  of  Boston— From 
our  repoi'l  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil at  its  meeting  on  Thursday  (evening  last,  we  learn 
that  a  resolve  was  offered   t  hat   in  the  opinion  of  the 


CJity  Council  it  is  expc^dicnt  to  widen  that  part  of 
Water  street  which  lies  bet\v(!en  Devonshire  and  Con- 
gress streets,  by  taking  land  from  our  estate  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Water  street;  that  is  to  say,  by  tak- 
ing a  part  of  the  Boston  Post  building.  The  resolve, 
we  observe,  was  laid  on  the  table.  We  embrace  the 
earliest  moment  possible,  upon  being  informed  of 
this  contemplated  movement,  respectfully  to  remon- 
strutc  against,  the  [lassage  of  the  resolve.  And  we 
submit  for  your  consideration  some  reasons  personal 
to  us,  but  in  wliicli,  nevertheless,  as  with  other  citi- 
zens in  like  circumstances,  the  community,  we  be- 
lieve, has  also  an  interest,  perhaps  not  altogether  in- 
direct, and  which  are  quite  apart  from  the  reasons 
usually  urged  against  the  expediency  of  such  street 
widenings.  The  chief  reason  usually  urged  in 
such  case  is  the  cost.  And  where,  as  in  this 
case,  it  is  manifest  that  the  cost  must  inev- 
itably be  very  large,  with  no  urgent  need  of  the 
widening  nor  reasonable  expectation  of  a  correspond- 
ing public  benefit  fr(,m  it,  this  reason  would  seem  to 
lie  sufficient.  We  think,  in  any  case  of  street  widen- 
ing involving  an  appropriation  of  public  moneys,  it 
should  be  made  to  appear  affirmatively  that  the  pub- 
lic safety  and  convenience  require  such  widening. 
But  to  us,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  has  passed  many 
years  in  business  in  the  immediate  neighborhood, 
and  all  of  whom  are  familiar  with  the  locality,  and, 
we  think,  competent  to  form  an  opinion  of  some 
value  uiKiu  the  question,  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
parent, in  this  case,  that  no  such  want  of  safety  or 
convenience  exists.  It  is  not  true  that  travel  is  ever 
obstructed,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  in  some  quite  ex- 
traordinary circumstances,  in  this  part  of  Water 
street.  Nor  do  we  believe  it  is  likely_  to  be  so  ob- 
structed in  many  years  to  come  as  seriously  to  im- 
pede travel.  Our  building  was  a  costly  one,  yet  it 
cost  much  less  when  built,  a  few  years  ago,  than  a 
like  building  would  cost  at  the  present  tmic.  It 
is  occupied  in  part  by  ourselves.  Other  parts 
arc  let  to  tenants,  some  of  whom  are  entitled 
to  hold  for  a  term  of  years  yet  to  come.  The  build- 
ing was  fitted  and  furnished  witli  especial  reference 
to  our  business.  It  has  machinery  and  other  costly 
llxtures  and  implements  suited  to  our  work  and  busi- 
ness. To  cut  off  the  building  proposed  wouM  destroy 
it  for  our  purpose.  We  should  be  obliged  to  remove 
from  it  when  the  cutting  is  begun;  and  when  it  is 
ended  and  the  building  repaired,  it  will  be  too  small 
for  and  uusuited  to  our  use.  The  machinery,  fixt- 
ures and  implements,  so  adapted  to  the  building  as 
it  now  is,  would  then  lie  of  little  value.  Meanwliile 
the  pulilication  of  our  paper  cannot  be  stopped.  We 
must  seek  out  somewhere,  somehow,  as  best  we 
may,  another  place.  Our  tenants'  leases  are  not  de- 
stroyed by  the  cutting.  They  have  rights  which  we 
cannot  Impair  or  cliange.  Meanwhile,  we  may  find 
ourselves,  against  our  will  and  inclination,  involved 
with  the  city  and  our  tenants  in  a  lawsuit,  in 
which  each  will  occupy  and  maintain,  as  best  he 
may,  at  no  little  expense,  one  side  of  the  triangle, 
witli  the  certainty  on  our  part  that  we  cannot  he 
compensated.  Altogether,  such  a  complication  is  not 
pleasitnt  to  contemplate.  We  are  aware  that  the  an- 
swer to  all  this  ordinarily  is,  "But  the  city  must  pai/ 
you."  But  this  is  the  answer  of  the  ill-informed  or 
the  unrefiecting  only.  Now  the  value  of  our  building 
as  it  is  to  us  is  a  very  different  thing  from  its  market 
value.  We  did  not  build  it  to  put  on  the  market;  nor 
altogether  nor  chiefly  as  an  invc^stment;  but  we  de- 
signed it  especially  to  meet  our  own  wants,  and  fitted 
it.  to  that  end  and  purpose.  We  would  not  sell  it  for 
wdiat  would  be  deemed  by  others  to  be  a  reasonable 
price.  To  occupy  it,  as  it  is,  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  us.  Such,  sketched  in  hurried  outline,  are  our  rea- 
sons for  this  earnest  remonstrance.  We  are  not 
stranj^ers  to  the  public.  Indeed,  we  arc  nearly  relat- 
ed to  it.  It  is  not  capricious.  It  is  not  inchned  to 
mischief  or  wrong.  We  know  its  wants  in  this  case; 
and  we  know,  too,  that  while  it  is  fairly  represented 
it  will  not  tear  down  our  building  under  a  false  pre- 
tence. Beals,  Greene  &  Co, 

IlEARINCiS    ON    ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  petition  of 
IJenjamin  I'.andall,  for  leave  to  jilacea  steam  engine 
and  boiler  on  lot  1:3  Chelsea  street,  and  on  ])etit.ion  of 
J.  J.  Birkmaier  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  place  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  in  building  formerly  11  South  street, 
were  sfwtn-ally  tak(^n  up.  A  renionstrauce  was  pre- 
sented fi'om  C.  Sell waar  and  others  against  the  peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  Kandall.  Thc^  reiiorts  were  recom- 
mitted, accoiniianied  by  the  remonstrance. 

UNF-INISIIED  imSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  pass(Hl: 

Order  to  revoke  location,  granted  by  the  cily  of 
Koxbiiry  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Comjiany.  for 
tracks  in  Walnut  avenue. 

Order  to  extend  t  he  name  of  Foundry  strec^t  lo 
the  extension  of  said  street  as  fai  ns  Doii-liester  ave- 
nue, near  Sixth  street. 
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Order  to  terminate  rent  of  armory  of  Co.  A,  Nintli 
Infantry,  in  Hanover  street  on  March  1,  ISTo. 

Order  to  pay  H.  H.  Hunnewell  $5()21,  for  land  dam- 
ages on  Devonshire  street. 

Order  to  pay  C.  Stetson  and  S.  Atlierton  $2577,  for 
Purcliase-strect  land  damages. 

Oi'der  to  pay  John  Foster  $3875,  for  Bedford-street 
land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  J.  Henry  Sears  $780  !)0,  for  Cottage- 
street  land  damages. 

PAPERS   FUOM   TUB   COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Tlie  petitions  of  -loliu  Lynch  and  of  Edward  Bry- 
ant were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Tlie  I'ollowiug  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petilions  of 

1.  Lydia  A.  Edgccomh,  for  neglect  of  city  to  re- 
move a  smallpox  patient  from  her  boarding  house. 

2.  Mary  J.  Melclior,  for  being  conveyed  to  small- 
pox hospital  .from  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
she  not  having  tlic  smallpox. 

3.  Philip  McDoiHiugii.  for  injuries  to  his  son  by 
explosion  of  lireworlvs  in  July,  ]!!l72, 

4.  William  Whittaker,  to  lie  jiaid  for  injuries  to  his 
son  by  discharge  of  fireworks  in  July,  1S72. 

5.  M.  C.  Murray,  to  b(?  i)Mid  for  damages  to  his 
property  from  an  alleged  defect  in  TremonI,  street. 

The  auditor's  eslinuites  for  year  1873-1S7I  (('ity 
Doc.  No.  'i-i),  were  referred,  in  concurrence,  Alderman 
Gibson,  Sayward,  Brown,  Power  and  Clark  being 
.joined  to  the  committee. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Order  to  locate  a  steam  fire  engine  and  apparatus 
in  house  of  Chester  Hose  C'omi)any,  on  Northampton 
street. 

Order  to  release  to  Samuel  B.  Pierce  8880  square  feet 
of  land  on  Forest-11  ills  avenue  in  exchange  for  8;W0, 
to  be  ('onveyed  to  the  city  by  said  Pierce  I'or  the  pur- 
poses of  a  street. 

Order  lo  allow  Winchester  &  Hight  to  erect  a 
wooth'u  building  on  Dorcliester  avenue  and  Foundry 
street  beyond  the  legal  liniils. 

Order  to  allow  I'.  C^ampbell  »fe  Son  to  erect  a  wood- 
en biulding  on  Reed  street  beyond  (he  Icgnl  limits. 

Orders  to  take  the  estate  of  M.  H.  (Jlceson  on  Sum- 
mer and  High  streets,  which  \u'  i'elin(|uished  to  ihe 
city.  Also  to  sell  such  portion  as  will  not  be  needed 
for  .streets. 

KLECTrON   OF  FIRST- ASSIST ANT-.\SSESS0R. 

The  election  of  Artemas  It.  Holden  as  Kirst-Assist- 
ant-Assessor  in  ]>lace  of  James  Dennie,  chosen  by 
this  Board,  came  n]\  when  the  Board  ])receeded  to 
an  election,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  II II  in  her  of  votes 12 

NeeessMry  (i>  a  choice 7 

.J miles  Deiiiiie 1(1 

Arleiiiiis  II,  Holilen 1 

'I'lieiiiiliiliis   ISiirr 1 

Mr.  Denuie  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in  non- 
concurrence. 

SECOND-ASSIST  ANT-ASSESSOl:s. 

The  election  of  J.  J.  Hughes  of  Ward  5,  Edward 
Kelley  of  Ward  15,  and  Oliver  Hall  of  Ward  Ki,  as 
Second-Assisfnut-.\ssessors,  in  the  [ilaces  of  .).  J. 
Gallivan,  B.  \<\  S.  Bullard  and  George  W.  Conant, 
chosen  liy  this  Board,  came  up,  when  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded (o  a  ballot,  resulting  as  follows: 

Whole  miinher  of  votes V2 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Ward  Five. 

J.  J.  Gallivan 8 

John  JJiiiiiielly 3 

Wnihini  M.  Flanders 1 

W<(ril   I'Vflci'ii. 

B.  F.  S.  Bullard '. 7 

Edward  Kelley 5 

\V((r(l  Slrlcfii. 

Georiie  W.  Conant tO 

Oliver  Hall ;J 

Messrs.  Galliv.an,  Bullar<l  and  Conant  were  declared 
to  he  again  eleeled,  in  non-concurrence. 

UISI'ORTS   or  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Pow  er,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Watson,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  and  engine  at  137  Portland  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  petitions  for  stabh-s  as  follows: 

Henry  Fagen,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  six 
horses  on  K,  near  First  street;  Samuel  S.  Kenney,  to 
occupy  a  stable  for  two  horses  on  Saratoga  street, 
corner  of  Pulii;im  street:  Asa  P.  Potter,  to'occupy  a 
brick  stable  fur  eight,  horses  cm  Way  street.  No.  :^1 ; 
George  H.  Horner,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Gold  street,  rear  ;!(i7  Fourth  street.  Sever- 
ally accepted: 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Lewis  W. 
Spaulding  to  be  iiaid  for  damages  for  land  taken  for 
Fifth  street,  between  G  and  H  streets.    Accepted. 


Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows: 
Mario  C.  Ladrcyt,  to  give  a  concert  at  Trcniont  Tem- 
ple, March  12,  in  aid  of  the  disabled  firemen;  R.  A. 
Brannon,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  of  Ireland  at  East 
and  South  Bostini,  March  11  and  13;  Edward  (J.  Ken- 
dall, to  exhibit  a  billiard  match  at  Bnmstead  Hall, 
March  11;  George  Ellis,  to  give  a  series  of  lectures, 
concerts,  etc.,  at  Stoughton-street  Baptist  Church; 
John  O'Brien,  to  give  a  concert  at  Lyceum  Hall, 
Ward  ]«,  Mai'ch  10,  and  lecture  March  17;  J.  M.  Bel- 
lew,  to  give  i)ublic  readings  at  Music  Hall;  Martin  F. 
Corley,  to  give  a  concert  at  South  Boston,  March  17; 
also  to  seventeen  newsboys  and  one  bootblack;  to 
Nathan  M.  Hatch,  as  an  auctioneer;  and  to  sundry 
pei'sons  to  kee])  intelligence  offices,  victuallers,  wagon 
stand,  transfer  of  wagon  license.     Severally  accepted. 

Leave  to  withdr.aw  was  reported  on  i)i'tition  of 
Charles  C  Barry,  for  license  as  a  victualler.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
DepariiniMit,  on  the  piu't  of  the  P.oard  of  Aldermen, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petitiim  of  John  IL  Kelly 
and  others,  asking  thai  Daniel  Crockett  be  confirmed 
as  foreman  of  Hook  it  Ladder  Company  No.  1,  made 
a  report  recommending  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Cuttei-,  from  the  Commmittee  on  the 
Fire  Department,  made  a  report  that  the  authority 
on  the  part,  of  the  I'ity  Council  to  aitpropriate  money 
for  the  relief  (if  firemen  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
city,  and  for  Ihe  icliet  ot'llie  families  of  such  firemen 
as  liave  been  killed  in  the  i)ei-foriii:ince  of  their  du- 
ties, is  limited  to  the  sum  of  $1(1110  jier  annum.  The 
•act  giving  t  his  authority  was  jiassed  in  18.VI,  when  the 
city  was  much  smnller  than  it  is  at  present,  and  it  is 
Jiroper  tluit  Ihe  .■miouiit  should  now  b(t  increased.  A 
coinninnieation  on  the  subject  from  the  Chief-Engi- 
neer is  appended  hereto.  The  eonnnitlee  would  re- 
sijeetrully  recommend  the  passagi'  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Ccmimitteo  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  reijuested  to  apiiear  before  the  proiii'r  com- 
mittees of  the  (ieneial  Court  now  in  session,  and  urge 
the  passage  of  an  act  iinthorizing  the  (.'ity  Council  of 
Boston  to  e\|iend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $:!il(l(l  iinnuallv 
for  (he  relief  of  such  tirenien  as  liav<'  been  disabled 
in  the  service  of  t\w  city,  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
families  of  such  firemen  as  havis  lieen  killed  in  the 
lieiformance  of  their  duties. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Al(lerin;in  Cutter,  from  the  (Vmimittee  on  Paving, 
who  were  directed  t(i  report  a  series  of  rules  to  gov- 
ern the  persons  authorized  under  section  II  of  tlie 
Ordiriiince  on  Streets  to  siiriiikle  the  streets  of  this 
city,  made  a  report  rec(nnniendiiig  the  adoption  Of 
the  follinving  rules: 

1.  All  ;i|ipiieations  for  watering  the  streets  of  the 
city  sIimII  Iks  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

3.  The  expense  of  watering  (he  streets  shall  be 
borne  in  mII  cases  by  the  abutters,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  liy  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen. 

:l  'I'he  mode  of  watering  the  streets  and  the  kind 
and  ipiaiilily  of  water  to  lie  put  upon  tlH>  strc^ets  dur- 
iiigeMcli  d;iy  shall  be  determined  by  (he  Su|)erintend- 
ent  of  Streets. 

4.  Till'  license  shall  be  for  the  term  of  one  year 
only  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  revoked  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  P.oard  of  Aldermen. 

5.  I'lie  lime  of  eommeneing  and  finishing  the  duty 
of  watering  the  streets  to  be  determined  bythe'Su- 
perinteiideni  of  Streets. 

0.  Ill   watering  the   streets,   special   care  must  be 
takcai  to  avoid  wetting  the  crossing  stones. 
The  rejiort  was  acceiit.ed,  and  the  onhsr  was  passe'd. 

WElflHEIIS   AND   INSPECTORS   OP   LKillTERS. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Joint  Siiecial  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  candidates  for  Weighers  and  In- 
spectors (d'  Ballast  l.i'ghters,  made  a  report  nominat- 
ing for  liispeclor-iii-(iiief  Kdward  Hatch,  and  for 
Assistant-Inspectors  John  Kenny,  George  Faulkner, 
Abijah  U.  Tew  ksbury. 

The  report  was  accispted,  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  an  election,  wdien  Messrs.  Hatch,  Kenny  and  Faulk- 
ner were  chosen  by  an  uuaiiiinoiis  vote.  Mr.  Tewks- 
bury  had  11,  and  P.  J.  McDeiinott  1  vole.  The  sev- 
eral nominees  of  the  committee  were  declared  to  be 
elected. 

DIRECTORS  OF  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  iioiniiiate  suitidde  candidates  for  Di- 
rectors of  Public  Institutions  to  till  vacancies  occur- 
I'iiig  on  the  tii'st  Monday  in  May  next,  made  a  report 
recominendimr  the  elect itm  of  Bradh'y  N.  Cumings. 
Albert  J.  'W'riglit  and  Moses  W.  PichardsoH. 

Mr.  Prescott  of  the  committee  dissented,  and  rec- 
oinmeiided  the  election  of  S.'iinnel  Little  to  fill  one  of 
the  \acancies. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 


MAnon     10 
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Whole  numhovof  votes 12 

NpocSHsivy  to  a  olioipo 'T- 

Uradlcy  N.  Cuiiiings 11 

.1.  I'ntiuuii  Bnulk'e il 

Sainiiol  Little » 

AllH'it  .1.  WviKlit 4 

Woses  W.  liicliardsun 3 

Messrs.  Cninings,  Bradlcc  and  Little  were  declurcd 
to  be  elected. 

TRUSTEES   OF   PUBLIC     LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee, appointed  to  nominate  snitablo  candidates 
for  Trnstees  of  tlie  Public  Library,  to  liU  tlu^  vacan- 
cies occurring  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  next,  made 
a  report  recommending  the  election  of  Sanmel  A. 
Green  and  Daniel  S.  Curtis.  The  report  was  accept- 
ed, and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  with  the 
following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes U 

Necessary  to  a  choice , 7 

Daniel  S.  Curtis 11 

Sanmel  A.  Green 'T 

C.  Levi  WooiUniry II 

Messrs.  Curtis  and  Green  were  declared  to  be  elected. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  anlliorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
draw  upon  the  Treasnrer  for  the  payment  of  all  e.\e 
cntionsor  judgments  of  conrt  against  I  he  city,  when 
properly  certified  as  correct  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grades  of  Federal,  Franklin  and  Channing  si  reels 
and  Leather  square,  as  shown  on  a  i>lan  drawn  by 
the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Feb.  21,  1873,  and  deposited 
in  the  olHce  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Orden-d,  That  there  bo  paid  to  the  Baptist  Mission 
and  Union  the  sum  of  $384.5,  Tor  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  ilie  .videning  of  Bedford 
street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of  Streel 
Commissioners,  January  23,  1873,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Caroline  A.  Sumner 
the  sum  of  $23%  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  Mrs. 
J.  II.  Sumner,  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Stoughton  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order 
of  the  Street  Commissioners,  September  1,  1871,  upon 
the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  apjjtopria- 
tion  for  Widening  Dudley  and  Other  SI  reels. 

Ordered,  That  th(n-e  be  paid  to  I  be  heirs  of  John 
Osboru  tlu'  sum  of  $11(74  40,  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasi<med  by  the  widening  aiul  extension 
of  Emerson  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the 
Street  Connnissioners,  April  20,  1872,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  Tas- 
ker  II.  Swett  the  sum  of  $11,000,  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Washington 
street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Comhiis- 
sioners,  December  l(i,  1872,  upon  the  usual  conditions: 
to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  B.  S.  Jackson 
the  sum  of  $244."),  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  widening  of  Pond  street,  by  a  resolve 
and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  Dec.  31,  1872, 
upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Widening  Streets. 

An  or.'ler,  giving  notice  to  the  heirs  of  Ann  G. 
Frothinghaiu,  John  Poster,  Sidney  B.  Morse,  the 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  C. 
B.  Wilson,  J.  T.  Eldridge,  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Ben-, 
nett,  heirs  of  Peter  lien  ton,  the  Baptist  Mission  and 
Union,  and  Anthony  S.  Jones,  and  all  others  inl crest 
ed,  to  remove  ail  obstructions  over  the  ))roiiosed  line 
of  widening  of  Bedford  street,  on  or  before  the  l.Mh 
of  April  next  ensuing. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7(i()  18  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  to  pay  for  the  repairing  of  a  lire-reser- 
voir on  the  corner  of  Warren  and  VVashington  si  reels 
in  the  Highland  District;  the  same  to  be  cbarg(Hl  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Oidered,  That  the  sum  of  $1300  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  amount  lieretofoi-e 
appropriated,  for  the  Chief  Engineer  of  tlie^Fire  De 
partment,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee,  to 
em])loy  during  the  remainder  of  the  llnancial  year, 
such  ad(liti(mal  assistance  in  the  dei)artnient  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

ANNKXATION  OP   BROOKLINE. 

Aldermany  (^nincy  otfered  the  following  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  instructed  that  in  the;  oiiimon  of  the  City 
Council  no  opposition  or  hinderance  should  be  ottered 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Government  to  petitions  by 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brookliiie  to  the(ieiieral 
Court  in  favor  of  annexation. 
Alderman    Quiucy,  m   explanation    of    the    above 


order,  stated  that  its  design  was  to  obtain  a  discus- 
sion for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tire  attitude  of 
the  city  in  relation  to  the  annexation  of  Brooklimc. 
Several  days  ago,  when  tlie  (luestiou  first  came  up 
before  the  legislative  committee,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  he  stated  as  the 
attitude  of  the  city  tliat  no  action  should  be  taken 
until  the  report  of  the  commissioners  on  tlie  sub.iect 
of  the  annexation  of  Charlcstown  and  other  places 
sliould  be  made,  and  as  there  was  no  exigency  for 
action  at  tlie  present  time  it  would  be  better  to  have 
the  matter  go  over. 

This  course  had  l)een  viewed  by  some  of  the  friends 
of  annexation  in  Brookliiie  as  in  tlie  nature  of  oppo- 
sition. The  design  of  the  order  was  to  show  that 
while  not  directly  in  favor,  the  city  did  not  oppose 
the  application  of  the  citizens  of  Brookliiie,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  delay  or  hinderance  by  the  action 
of  the  city.  If  the  order  should  be  passed,  he  would 
withdraw  the  objection  made  by  him,  and  state  the  po- 
sition of  the  city  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  order  not 
to  hinder  or  oppose  any  action  \\hich  may  be  taken. 

Alderman  Ilulbert  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
purport  of  the  order,  that  they  represented  the  atti- 
1  ude  of  the  city  as  set  forth. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  understood  the  committee 
rei)resented  the  views  and  interests  of  tlie  cit,y  in 
such  matters.  Before  the  annexation  of  Brookline 
should  be  favored  by  him,  he  wished  to  know  the 
amount  of  the  debt  of  the  town,  if  any,  for  he  was 
not  in  favor  of  annexing  towns  with  large  debts  to 
be  paid  by  the  city.  His  impression,  however,  was 
that  Brookline  stood  well  pecuniarly,  and  he  wislied 
to  be  informed  on  that  point  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  he  did  not  understand 
that  the  order  committed  the  city  one  way  or  the 
other;  but  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee  did  say 
before  the  legi.slative  committee  that  the  subject  might 
perhaps  as  well  lie  over  to  another  year,  and  as  the 
citizens  of  Brookline  had  obtained  "a  hearing,  they 
were  astonislied  at  the  supposed  position  of  the  city. 
The  committee  of  last  year  were  in  favor  of  annexa- 
tion, that  it  was.  desirable  for  several  reasons. 

On  the  proposition  of  the  city  of  Charlcstown  for 
annexation  a  cominissi<in  had  been  appointed;  Som- 
erville.had  exprcsscil  lavor  for  annexation  and  he  had 
an  impression  that  West  Roxbury  had  also,— all  of 
which  was  under  consideration  of  the  commission: 
but  as  the  town  of  Brookline  is  before  the  Legislat- 
ure, and  if  a  majority  of  the  voters  declare  in  favor 
of  annexation,  it  is  desirable  that  the  order  should 
be  passed,  simply  requesting  the  committee  not  to 
oppose  it.  He  did  not  understand  the  committee 
were  to  advocate  it,  b.it  at  a  proper  time  he  should 
advocate  it.  Brookline  had  a  valuation  of  $2(1,000,- 
000  or  $:W,000,000,  a  debt  of  half  a  million  and  town 
property  worth  a  million  of  dollars,  and  financially 
was  all  right.  But  that  was  not  the  question ;  and  if 
the  people  of  Brookline  favor  annexation  the  city 
should  not  oppose  it. 

Alderman  (^uincy  amended  the  order  to  meet  an 
objection  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  in  adding  the  word 
"Government"  after  city,  the  word  not  being  in  the 
original  drafht.  He  wished  only,  he  said,  to  with- 
draw his  objection  in  relation  to  annexation  so  far  as 
related  to  Brookline,  and  leave  it  to  be  acted  upon 
il  s  merits. 

Alderman  Stebbins  believed  the  original  position  of 
the  Alderman  to  be  a  correct  one,  for,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  the  attitude  of  the  city  was  that  whenever 
any  city  or  town  wished  for  annexation  a  commission 
would  investigate  the  subjects  of  debt  and  the  rea- 
sons for  annexation.  The  exigency  of  Brookline  he 
understood  to  be  the  want  of  water,  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Engineer,  we  shall  lie  obliged  be- 
fore many  years  to  seek  other  sources  of  sujiiily  of 
water,  it  may  be  a  question  for  consideration  whether 
we  can  meet  the  supply  required  by  annexation. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  as  the  position  of  the  ques- 
tion that  it  looked  as  though  th('  ccmimiltee  threw 
cold  water  on  the  subject,  and  opiiosed  it,  and  the 
order  was  to  set  that  right,  by  providing  that  no  ob- 
jection will  be  made  if  a  satisfactory  arrangement  is 
brought  about.  In  case  the  people  of  Brookline  ob- 
tain a  bill,  of  which  they  have  hopes,  then  a  commis- 
sion would  be  appointed  by  the  town  to  meet  similar 
commissioners  from  the  city,  and  make  all  necessary 
investigations. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS  READ   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  orders  to  Sampay- 
iiel  SI  ill-man,  trustee,  $1<),80.'>,  for  land  taken  to  widen 
Washington  street;  to  pay  Edward  Wigglesworth 
$31,175,  for  land  taken  to  extend  Devonshire  street; 
to  pay  Harriet  E.  Joyce  $1074.  for  land  taken  (m  Wal- 
nut avenue. 

On  motion  of  Aldeiniaii  Power,  authorizing  the 
Commlltee  on  Printing  to  lake  chaige  of  the  unfin- 
ished business  in  relation  to  Ihc  abstract  of  the 
United  States  census  relating  to  this  city. 
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CITY   VlIYSICilAN   AND   ItlS   DUTIES. 

On  motion  of  Alclei-man  Clai-lv  rhc  ofder  to  cstalv 
lish  the  salary  of  tlie  Ciity  I'hjsician  was  taken  from 
the  ta1)le. 

Alderman  Stcbhins  s^ulmiitted  a  comnrnnication 
from  the  Board  of  Health  statins  the  dnties  of  tlie 
City  Physician,  the  communication  heiiig  as   follows: 

Boston,  March  8,  1873. 
,S'.  7/.  Shlthiiifi,  ('Jiairmanof  CotiiinilUe  on.  Sdlariea: 
Bear  !Sir—Y<)ui's  of  the  9.5th  hit.,  askins;  for  a  state- 
ment of  wliat  the  duties  of  the  City  I'hysiciaii  will  he 
the  coming  year,  has  heen  received. 

I  am  directed  by  the  hoard  in  reply  to  say  that 
While  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  .state  iu  detail  all 
the  duties  which  will  be  expected  of  this  officer,  yet 
a  few  may  be  stated,  a.s  follows:  to  render  all  profes- 
sional services  reqnircd  at  the  f'ily  Prison,  police 
stations  and  .Tail,  examine  all  aiijilicants  for  the  po- 
lice, examhie  bad  meats,  etc.,  at  llu'  market,  examine 
and  report  upon  the  causes  of  death  of  all  i)ersons 
dying  without  a  physician  in  attendance,  examine 
aiiy  vessel  oi- suspected  cargo  at  the  wharves  of  the 
city,  examine  all  contagioiis  and  dang(ni)n.s  diseases 
and  the  cause  thereof,  examine  into  the  condition  of 
tenenienl  hiiuses,  aud  (examine  all  nuisances  W^lich 
may  !)<■  found  in  the  city. 

In  general  terms  they  would  like  to  feel  that  the 
entire  time  of  Ibis  ollieer  is  at  tlu;  disi)osal  of  the 
Board  of  llcallh  and  that  they  may  call  upon  him  at 
any  and  .-dl  times  t.o  go  where  aud  do  what,  the  board 
will  iu)t  line  time  for. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  have  promjit  action  ow  Hie 
part  of  tlie  City  Physician  unless  he;  be  in  readiness 
at  all  times.  \'ery  respect  fully, Your  obedient  servant, 
CiiAKi.n's  10.  Davis,  .Ik. ,  Clerk. 
Alderman  Power  stated  Hint,  sliould  tlie  City  Physi- 
cian di'voli- allliis  time  to  tlie  oHice  whicli  was  de- 
signed in  tliec^stablishment  of  llu'  I'.oard  of  lle.'ilth, 
no  objection  would  be  made  to  paying  him  a  salary 
of  f 300(1  a  year.  It  was  dicsigned  iii  the  organi/.ation 
of  the  I'oard  of  Health  that  tli(>  jiliysiciaii  on  the 
Hoard  should  perform  the  dutii^sof  C'ity  Physician. 
P.ut  as  lli(<  duties  bad  been  hssened,  and  the  otlice  re- 
mained sejiaratc,  lie  could  not  consent  to  the  jiayincnl 
of  an  ini-re.ased  salary. 

Alderman  (Jatliehi  read  from  the  ordinance  estab- 
lishing the  P>oard  of  llealtl),  so  far  as  related  to  the 
duties  of  the  City  Physician. 

Alderman  Clark  wished  to  know  befori' lixing  the 
salary  whether  the  City  Physiei;iii  wouhl  l)e  rrejuired 
to  devote  ;dl  his  time  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Sayvv'ai'd  was  surprised  .at  Hie  olijeetiims 
made,  for  it  should  be  enough  tiial  the  ('ity  Physician 
was  under  tlu;  direction  of  the  I'xiard  of  Health. 

Alderman  Slebbins  believed  the  salary  should  be 
established,  as  proposed,  as  it  was  expected  by  the 
Board  of  ilc.-ilth  that,  the  City  Physician  would  give 
his  eutirt;  tiuii'  in  the  future  as  in  the  jiast.  The 
City  Physician,  whoever  he  may  bi;,  will  cheerfully 
obey  all  orders  of  the  Board  of  Health.  He  thought 
there  was  some  mistake  aliout  sick  persons  Ixung 
turned  away  by  the  t'ity  Physician;  but  had  known 
of  apiilicalions  (o  him  at  unreasiuiable  hours  by 
those  who  shmdd  have  gime  somewlu're  else. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  heard  that  the  City 
Physician  li.'id  turned  i)eople  away  who  c;in  e  to  him. 
as  iiot  liaving  time  to  attend  to  theni,  but  if  In;  is  to 
be  paid  as  proposed  he  should  devote  .all  his  time  to 
the  interests  of  the  city. 

"Alderman  (Jilison  wish(;d  to  know  what  Hie  City 
Physician  would  have  to  do.  'I'here  had  been  a,  gen- 
eral vaeciniiHon  by  an  army  of  physicians,  enough  to 
kill  or  cure  allot  the  people;  and  as  this  was  the 
principal  business  of  the  City  Physician,  which  has 
been  taken  away,  he  would  lik(;  lo  know  why  the 
salary  was  to  be  increased.  It  was  s;ud  be  w.as  ex- 
l)ected  1(1  examine  ti'iiement  houses;  but  it  was  un 
derstood  there  were  nine  oi'  ten  inspectors,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  look  after  such  houses;  and  if  it  should 
be  added  that  he  should  visit  , all  the  [lolice  stations 
and  had  work  enough  to  m.'dic  ii))  tlie  employment 
of  his  time,  it  might  be  some  reason  for  the  increase 
of  salary. 

Alderman  Stebbins  staled  that  the  ordinance 
required  I h(;  attendance  of  the  ('ity  I'hysieian  upon 
the  several  station  houses. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  the  exiieclal  ion  of  the 
committee  who  framed  the  ordin.-ince  that  the  Board 
of  Health  would  inspect  and  look  aftei-  the  tenenienl 
houses,  which  was  one  of  the  objecls  of  the  eslali- 
lishuient  of  the  board.  The  Hoard  of  ileallli  called 
for  an  expenditure  of  f  100,000,  which  w(nild  be  a 
great  surprise  to  the  citizens  who  asked  for  its  estab- 
lishment, and  should  it  go  on  in  this  way.  (here 
wouldbenca.il  for  its  abolition,  lie  would  move  a 
reference  of  (he  order  to  a  special  conimiHee  tore- 
port  upon  (he  duties  of  Hie  City  Physician. 

Alderman  Chirk  mo\(;d  to  amend  by  adding  in 
conneetioi)  with  the  salary,  a  provisi(m  i.liat  tin;  (.-'ity 
Pliysiciau  sliall  devote  his  time  to  the  serviee  of  the 
city.  .   '■■  ■■'■'  ' 


Alderman  Sayward  read  from  section  ninelecn  of 
the  ordinance  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  City  Physi- 
cian, in  looking  after  all  cases  of  disease '  (u' danger 
to  the  public  health,  and  hi  giving  his  advice  at  all 
times,  as  sutHcient  to  satisfy "imy  reasonable  man  as 
to  the  amount  of  service  required  of  liini. 
The  mot  ion  of  Alderman  I'ower  was' lost— 5  to  (i. 
The  question  recurred  u))on  the  amendin(>nt  of 
Alderman  Clark,  that  the  City  Physician  shall' liot 
actively  engage  in  any  other  business  exceiit  such  as  is 
designated'by  the  Board  of  Health  or  City  Council. 

Aldennan  Wayward  objected  (hat  if  the  City  Physi- 
cian did  not  perform  his  duties,  the  Board  of  Health 
could  at  any  moment  remove  him  andn<)nn>ia(e  some 
other  man.  If  it  was  aimed  at  the  present  City 
Physician,  he  could  nol  say  wlieHier  or  hot  there  was 
grimnd  for  it,  bnt  he  would  remind  those  who  were 
in  favor  of  the  new  Board  of  Health,  th.at  it  was  said 
no  one  would  lie  willing  to  take  a  place  on  the  Board 
of  IleaK  h  for  $4000  a  year. 

Alderman  Clark  framed  his  amendment  to  read  "de- 
vole  his  timi;  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  the  (;ity." 
vMdermau  Power  impiired  how  they  were  to  know 
that  he  gives  his  whole  tinu;  to  tlie  city  A  compc- 
tt'iit  man  and  an  honorabh;  man  would  hold  to  an 
agreemi'iit  if  he  made  one,  but  he  would  like  to  pee 
tin;  agreement.    '  '  .  '  '.'•'.. 

Alderman  Sayward  urged  Vhsit  i'f.'life'''wisfied'  the 
City  Physician  to  give  his  whole  time,  wh.y  did  not 
(he  genlleman  say  so  when  he  framed  the  oidin.-incey 
Alderman  Power  re[ilie(l  that  he  did  not  frame;  the 
whole  ordinance,  and  some  of  the  most  important 
things  were  struck  out,  while;  others  they  could  not 
agree  upon.  If  he  h.'id  had  his  way  the  duties  woiild 
have  bei'ii  eh'lined  more  clearly. 

Alderman  Cilison  did  not  think  the  salary  would  be 
(oei  mue'h  if  tin;  I'liysieian  had  enough  to'do;  liilt  as 
the  whole' dutie'S  of  the'  otlice  had  been  deme' here'to- 
fore-  fe>r  ;fr,l.'')00  a  year,  he  could  not  see'  how  the'  salary 
shoulil  be  double  when  there  is  neithing  to  dei.  If  t,li(;y 
could  save  lillMlO  why  should  th(;y  double'  the  siilary'? 
Alelerm.'in  Sayward  said  if  it  was  theii'di.ty  to'save, 
tlie'ii  they  should  abolish  Hie  I'.oard  e)f  Ile.'ill'h. 

Ahle-rm.'iii  (iibson  believe'd  the'y  she)uhl  dei  so,  and 
by  so  deling  tli.  y  might  save  $S(),0(1().  The  business 
couht  be  done  well  enough  by  the  Board  of  Health, 
as  formerly.  The  chairman  of  the  board  last  year 
was  at.  the'  head  eif  more'  committees  than  hi'  could 
slioulde'r,  .■inel  e'onse'que'iitly  could  not  give;  the  atten- 
tion 111  he'alth  malti'rs  wlii(;h  was  re'qiiired.  With 
less  eif  such  respenisibilKie'S  on  the  chairman,  he 
would  gu.'iraiite'e'  that  the  business  would  be  done 
well  eimugb  in  the'  future  by  the'  Board  of  Aldernien. 
Aldennan  Sayward  referri'd  lo  the  arguuu'ut  in 
favor  of  Ilieiu'W  Board  of  Health,  that  the  pe'ople 
deinande'd  it,  and  now  it  is  objected  lo  paying  the 
ii'ces.'^ary  salaries. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  think  there  was  any  quefs- 
(ioii  thai  the  e-itizeiis  demanded  the  establishmi'iit  of 
a,  ni'w  ISoarel  e)f  Health,  nor  dienie  doubt  that  it  weaild 
be  be'ne'll(;ial.  Yet  the'y  mjgbl  gel.  up  the'  expense;  to 
be  so  enormous  that  the  cilize'iis  would  di'Uianel  that 
it  be;  aheilished.  It  was  tlie'ir  elnty  (o  leieik  close'ly  af- 
ter the'  ee-onemiical  manageme'iit  of  the  board.  He 
would  move  a  ri'considei'alion  of  tlu;  vote  re'jei'ting 
his  motion,  believing  that  it  would  be  best  to  have  a 
commitle'e' re'port  upein  Hie  subje'ct.      ■  ,, 

Alde'i-maii  Clark  suggested  that  tiiey,  sfiQulcl,  go  info 
cominitte;e'  of  Hie'  whole;  and  ha\'e  a  '(;on'fL'rence'  with 
Hu'  lUiard  of  He'alth  in  relation  to  what  tlie-y  prei- 
pose'd  to  do.  IK'  diel  not  be'lieve'  thai  all  eif  the'  mem- 
bers of  this  I'.oard  had  inle'rested  themselves  enough 
to  know  what  the'  I'.oard  of  Ileallh  are  doing  or  pio- 
pose;  to  do.  The  I'.oard  of  Health,  he  believed,  would 
be;  a  good  t  hing,  but  it  may  be  e'xpeiisive. 

Alele'rman  Saywai'il  could  not  understand  how  the 
Jie'eiple  sheiiilel  elemand  a  Hoard  eif  Ik'alHi,  be'e-anse  the' 
Board  of  McU'rine'ii  as  a  Heiaril  eif  lleallli  did  (lot 
kneiw  anything,  \et  the'y  are  e'xpected  t.o  leieik  after 
the;  P.eiard  of  Health  to  see;  if  (hey  properly  dischai'ge 
their  dntie'S.  ,.,'','.      i,  ' 

AhU'iuian  l'ei\ve;r  did  iieit  believe  it  t'o  .'lie'sfj-ahge 
Hia(  the'  people'  di'inauded  (he  est^iblishment  of  a 
P.oarel  of  He'alHi,  and  it  was  their  duly  to  see  that 
there'  sheiiild  be  no  unnecessary  expense  attending 
it.  He' be'lieve'd  the  questieui  e'eiuld  be  Settlett  to  tjie 
sat.isfac(.iem  of  the  Board  of  Health.  '    ^ '    ' 

The-  epieslion  was  stated  to  be  on  the  amendment  of 
Alde'inian  Clark.  '''  ' 

Alde'imau  Sayward  moved  as  an  amendment,  that 
all  the'  elutie's  iiVe'sciibe'd  in  the'  ordinance. tp  be  done 
by  the  City  Physician  be' stricken  out. 
The  Chair  ruled  the'  amendment  to  be  not  in  order. 
Alderman  Clark  withdrew  his  aniendinenl,  and 
moved  (hilt  Hk'  orde'r  be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was. 
carrii'd.  '■ 

A  fnrdiei  meilion  was  inaele'  by  him  and   carried,'  to 
hold  an    informal   me'eling  with  the  Board   of   He'altli 
on  Tuesday  .'d  <ine  o'elock  in  i-e'lalion  to  the  election 
of  the  City  Physician. 
Adjotiri'ied. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Oouncil, 

MARCH    13,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil wus  lield  this  evening  at  7^  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
erd,  the  president,  in  tlie  chair. 

On  motion  ol'  Mi-.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  the  roll  was 
(sailed,  when  a  quorum  of  members  appeared  to  he 
present,  as  follows: 

Adams,  Andei-son,  Barnes,  Blackuiar,  Bleiler,  Board- 
man,  Bowles,  Braekett,  Brennan,  Burditl,,Burt,  Caton, 
Collins,  Cndworth,  Darrow,  Dean,  '1\  H.  Doherty,  Ed- 
wards, Flatley,  Flynn,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hiue, 
Flolmes,  Jones,  Kelley,  King.sley,  Lamb,  Malian,  Mars- 
ton,  Martin,  McCue,  McKenney,  Morse,  Page,  Picker- 
ing, Prescott,  Kisteen,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Tower,  Train, 
Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  West,  Weston,  Whiston, 
Woods,  Woodward. 

PAPBliS   FROM    THE   BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  Ben.ia,min  Franklin,  Sister  Mary 
Elizabeth  and  another,  a)id  of  W.  L.  Lathrop,  were 
referred  in  concurrence.  The  remonstrance  of 
Beals,  (ireene  &  Company  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Stri'ets. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Order  an  I  horizing  the  mayor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  io  draw  upon  the  tieasurer 
for  the  payment  of  all  executions  or  .judgments  of 
court  against  the  city  when  properly  certified  by  the 
City  Solicitor. 

Order  that  $7(1(1  IK  be  apiii-oi)riated  to  pay  for  re- 
pairing llie  i'nv  ri'sctvoiron  the  corner  oi' Warren 
and  Washington  streets,  in  the  Highland  District. 

Oi'der  thai  an  addition  of  .f  l:!0()  be  ai)pr<)priated  for 
the  eni])loynient  of  such  addilional  assistants  in  the 
Fire  De))ai'lnuMit  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  following  orders  were   passed,  in  concurrence: 

I'epoi-t  ami  order  re(inesting  Committee  im  Legis- 
l«tiv<'  Matters  to  ajiliear  bel'ore  the  proper  committee 
of  the  (i<'neral  Court,  in  I'avor  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  City  Council  to  expend  iK)t  exceeding  f.'idOO  an- 
nually for  the  relief  of  lireinen  disabled  in  the  city 
service,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  such  lire- 
men  as  may  be  killed  in  the  iierformance  of  their  du- 
ties. 

Order  that  the  oider  of  the  12th  of  Ai)ril  last,  mak- 
ing an  allowance  of  .f-100  foi'  rent  of  armory  occupied 
by  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  be 
rescinded;  said  allowance  to  cease  on  the  1st  of 
March,  im?,. 

The  report  nominating  for  Weighers  and  Inspect- 
ors of  Lighters  and  other  vessels  —  Inspector-in- 
Chief — Edward  Hatch ;  Assistant-Inspectors— John 
Kenney,  Geoi'ge  Faulkner  and  Abi.iah  R.  Tewkesbury 
— coming  n|) — 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  :i  nu)ved  that  the  report  be 
recommitted.  In  answer  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Per- 
kins of  Ward  (i  for  a  reason  for  the  motion,  he  stated 
that  Mr.  Tewkesbury  desired  an  investigation,  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  giving  it  to  him. 

The  motion  was  ca-ried. 

FIEST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

The  certilicate  of  the  election  of  James  Dennie  as 
a  First-Assistant-Assessor  in  place  of  .\.  R.  Holden. 
chosen  by  this  Council,  was  read,  when  the  Council 
proceeded  to  a  ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 59 

Necessary  to  a  choice :30 

Arteuia's  I!.  Holden :3(j 

Jaiiies  Dennie  Vi 

H.  N.  Holhrook 4 

James  K.  ('rowley 4 

Theophilus  Burr 2 

Mr.  Holden  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in 
nou-concnrreuce. 

DIR]5CTORS   OF  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  report  nominating  as  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, Bradley  N.  Cumiisgs,  Albert  J.  Wright  and 
Moses  W.  Richardson,  with  a  minority  report  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  Samuel  Little  as  one  of 
said  Directx)rs,  was  accepted,  in  concurrence,  and  the 
certiticate  of  election  of  J.  Putnam  Biadlee,  Bradley 
N,  Cuminu's  and  Sanniel  Ijittle  as  such  directors  was 
read,  when  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election, 
under  suspension  of  the  rules.  The  result  of  the  bal- 
lot was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

J.  Putnam  Bradlee 40 

Bi'adley  N.  Cumings 33 

Samuel  Little 36 

Albert  J.  Wright 35 

Moses  W .  Richardsou ,  3 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr 14 

H.  D.  Bradt 8 

Benjamin  James 2 


James  neunie 1 

George  \i.  Lcaruard 1 

Dani<'IS.  ('urtis 1 

S.  S.  liaukhi 1 

Ezra  H.  Baker 1 

Messrs.  Bradlee  and  Little  were  declared  to  be 
elected  in  coucurreuce,  and  Mr.  Wright  in  non-con- 
currence. 

SECOND-ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  John  J.  Gallivan, 
B.  P.  S.  Bullard  and  George  W.  Conant,  as  Second 
Assistant-Assessors,  in  place  of  Messrs.  lUigiies,  Kel 
ley  and  Hall,  chosen  by  the  Council,  was  read,  when 
the  C!ouncil  proceeded  to  an  election,  the  result  of 
which  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

WARD  FIVE. 

James  J.  Hughes 5 

Jotiii  J.  tralliviMi 44 

K.  A.  (Jalhraith 5 

.John   Donnelley 5 

WARD  PTPTEEN. 

Edward  Kelley 41 

B.  F.  S.  Bullard 18 

WARD  SIXTEEN. 

Oliver  Hall 23 

George  W.  (Jonant 37 

Messrs.  Gallivan  and  Conant  were  declared  to  be 
elected  in  concurrence,  and  Mr.  Kelley  in  nonconcur 
rence. 

TRUSTEES   op   THE   I'UBUO   LIBRARY. 

The  rej)ort  nominating  Samuel  A.  Green  and  Uan 
iel  S.  Curtis  as  Trustees  of  the  Public  Librai'y  was 
accepted  in  concurrence,  and  the  cei'titicate  of  the 
election  of  such  i)ersons  as  said  trustees  was  read, 
when  the  ('(Uincil  pioceeded  to  an  election,  under 
suspension  of  (he  rules,  the  result  of  which  was  as, 
follows: 

Whole  iimuher  of  v<ites r)S< 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Samuel  A.  Green 39 

Daniel  S.  ( iurtis :35 

Charles  L.  Woodbury 41 

K.  K.  Hale 1 

Mr.  Green  was  declared  to  be  el(K'ted  in  concur- 
reiu'e,  anil  Mr.  Woodberry  in  non-concurrence. 

The  order  lliat  the  Connnitli'e  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  inslrucled  that,  in  the  opinion  of  liie  City 
(^'ouncil,  no  opposition  should  be  ottered  on  the  pari 
of  the  t'ity  Government  to  petitions  by  inhabitants 
of  Brookline  to  the  General  Court  for  ann(^Kation, 
being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  li 
offered  the  following  substitute: 

Ordered,  Th.at  the"  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  insliucted  that  the  City  Council,  while  not 
directly  in  favor,  does  not  deem  it  e.\pedii'nl  to  op- 
pose or  hinder  the  annexation  of  the  town  of  Brook- 
line  to  Boston. 

Mr.  Loring  stated,  in  explanatiim,  that  under  the 
statement  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Lcnishitive  Business,  an  ordei-  of  seven  lines  required 
much  more  language  in  nniking  known  the  position 
of  the  city,  and  it  was  desirable  to  make  the  ujattei 
more  explicit. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  spoke  of  the  order  as  extraor- 
dinary in  character,  in  instructing  a  commitlee  what 
not,  to  do,  ;md  in  its  assumption  that  the  citizens  oi 
Bro(d^line  have  no  i-  ght  to  petition  the  Legislature  ir 
relalion  to  aniu'xation.  Further  hi-  objecled  to  the 
appearanc(-  of  the  Committees  on  Legislalixc  I'.usiness 
before  the  conunitlee  of  the  Legislature  without 
being  instructed  on  the  sub.ject  by  the  City  Council. 
It  should  not  be  the  position  of  a  committee  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Legislature  to  stale  what  shall  or 
shall  not,  be  the  policy  of  the  city  on  the  sub.iect.; 
He  was  oiiposed  to  the  oi-dcr  and  preferred  that  of 
the  geidh-nian  from  Waid  12. 

Mr.  Shaw  made  some  further  renuuks  on  the  sub- 
.ject, and  nidil  the  commission  on  the  sub.je(-t  of  an- 
nexation made  a  re]i(n-t  he  tluuigbt  it  ill  be(-ame  the 
<-ity  to  take  any  a(-l.ion  on  the  sub.je(-l  in  instructing 
the  committee  of  the  Legislature  in  any  particular, 
especially  in  the  form  of  this  order. 

Ml-.  Perkins  of  M'ard  (i  replied,  in  explanation,  that 
it  was  because  of  the  action  of  the  City  Council  in 
relation  to  the  Commission  (m  Annexat  ion  that  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Business  took  a  positiou 
against  immediate  action;  yet,  in  c(nisequenci-  of  the 
application  from  the  town  of  Brookline,  it  was  be- 
lieved not  to  be  desirable  to  make  any  opposition, 
and  the  order  was  accordingly  offered  to  meet  the 
case. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  stated  as  his  understanding  of 
the  question,  that  the  chairman  of  the  Con-imittee  on 
Legislative  Matters  having  stated  that  the  i-ity  de- 
clined taking  any  action  until  the  reiiort  of  the  Com- 
mission was  made,  he  desired  to  relieve  himself 
from  the  appearance  of  opposition  to  the  annexation 
of  Brookline. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  if  it  was  true  that  the 
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chainnan  of  the  committee  made  any  statement 
connnittinuf  the  city  without  authority  to  annexation, 
it  would  not  1)0  ob,i<^otionalile  to  malco  a  correction  of 
it,  if  not  eorieet,  yet  h(^  concnrrcfl  with  the  gentle- 
man froniAVard  5  in  his  reniarl5:s,  and  nnlessinstruct- 
ed  t,o  .l;o  before  lh(^  Leiiislatnre,  as  a  meml)cr  of  thi' 
coinniil  tec  lie  should  not  go  there. 

Mr.  Lorint;  believed  more  definite  action  slionld  be 
takou  on  the  suliject,  for  as  tlie  matter  now  stands, 
should  tlie  order  j^-o  before  tlie  committee  and  the 
gentleman  die  before  nnilting  an  (explanation,  it 
would  never  he  luiown  what  tiie  reason  for  olfering 
it  was. 

Mr.  Dean,  in  another  statement,  said  he  believcid  the 
chaiiman  of  the  committee  had  a  rit^tit  under  tlie  ac- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Commission,  to  appear  liefore 
tlie  eonimitlee  of  the  Legislature. 

'I'lu'  eoneurrence  in  the  order  was  rejected,  wlien. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  IG,  tho'order  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

ITNPINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  jiassed: 

K.eport  and  order  to  authorize  plans  and  estimates 
for  ;i  new  jirimary  sehoolhouse  on  city  hind  in  the 
Preseott  and  Ohapnuin  districts.  East  Boston. 

Order  that  measures  be  taken  to  keep  the  streets 
on  Iniriit  district  free  from  olistrnctions  and  safe  for 
public  travel. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  snm  of  $11)00  for 
clerk  hire  in  Assessors'  Department. 

Order  to  pay  (V)nii)any  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V. 
M.,  iffillO  i)er  annum,  for  rent  of  armory  on  corner  of 
Causeway  and  Trowel  1  streets. 

Order  authori/.ing  not  exceeding  $8t)0  to  be  ex- 
pc^nded  in  repairing  and  furnishing  tlie  armory  of 
said  eoini)aiiy. 

Order  that  there  be  allowed  an  additional  sum  of 
t'i'O  70,  for  repairing  and  furnishing  tlu^  armory  of 
Coin|)aiiy  I\,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  on  ecn-ner  of 
Thii-d  aiid  Dorchester  streets. 

Report  and  order  for  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  ex- 
amine all  buildings  in  which  operatives  are  emjiloyed, 
to  ascertain  if  tliey  are  provided  with  sutlicicnt  means 
of  escape  in  ease  (if  lire,  and  to  employ  sucli  tempo- 
rary assistants  as  may  be  re(iuired  in  sucli  examina- 
tion. 

PETITIONS   PUBSBNTBD   AND   RBT'EKEED. 

Steplien  II.  Tarliell,  for  an  extension  of  time  in 
wliich  to  build  on  hiiul  on  Fourth  street,  purchased  of 
the  city.   Jvcferred  to  the  ('ommittee  (ui  Public  Lands. 

Mary  <"ogau,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
by  a  fall  on  Chardon  street.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Walter  Sniitli  and  others,  for  improvement  in  Inde- 
pendenc(^  s(iuare.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  S(iuaros. 

An  invitation  was  presented  from  Tl.  Palmieri  for 
the  Ciry  Council  to  attend  atrial  of  his  swift  con- 
necting lire  pipe,  at  two  o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon, 
at  the  store  of  the  Oriental  Tea  C!ompany.    Accepted. 

PAVERS   FROM   THE     SOIIOOI.   COMMITTEE. 

Order  tluit  the  City  (!(mncil   lie  re(|uested  to  fur 
nish  tablets  bearing    the    name    of    the    Starr    King 
Sehoolhouse,   and   insert  tliem   in   the  walls  of  the' 
liuilding. 

Order  that  the  City  Council  be  re(]uested  to  furnish 
the  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  Normal  School, 

Order  that  the  City  Council  be  re(|Ucsted  to  remove 
the  water  closets  of  the  Harris  Sehoolhouse  from 
their  i)rcsent  location  and  rebuild  them  iiu  a  more 
suitable  ])la(te  in  the  school  lot;  also  that  a  portion 
of  t  lu.'  Iiall  on  the  sec(nul  llo(n'  of  the  s(^h()olh()use  be 
partition(!d  ofl:  so  as  to  fiirnisli  a  small  room  for  the 
mast(a-'s  ottice. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
structi(m. 

ADDITIONAI-    FUNDS    FOR  SCHOOL    EXPENSES. 

The  following  communication  was  also  received 
from  tile  School  Committee: 

'I'o  the  Honorable  City  Council — The  Committee  on 
Accounts  of  the  School  ('onimittec  respectfully  rep- 
resent to  the  City  (V)uncil,  tfiat,  owing  to  tlie  Board 
of  Scliool  Coniinilte(^  having  raised  the  salaries  of  the 
school  instruct(H-s  during  the  past  year  over  !JSHl,(U)0, 
and  also  introduced  two  new  music  books  at  a  cost  of 
some  .if  1000,  a  new  textbook  on  Nal  lire  at  a  cost,  of 
ab.iiil  .f^OOO.  togetlier  with  Uic  fact  that  tlie  Council 
allowed  the  exp(^ndilure  of  if; 1 000  to i-  tjie  eiitcrl.ain- 
meiit  of  the  National  Convention  of  Teachers,  for 
which  lliere  was  no  ai)pr()prialion,  and  that  we  are 
short  some  lj);4.5f)0  for  liooks  for  indig(Oit  children  and 
advertising;  the  committee  feel  oblig(^d  to  ask  tlu^ 
City  Council  for  an  additional  ajipiopriation  of  J'iT.OOO 
for  Salaries  of  Insli'uclors  and  School  Kxpenses,  in 
order  to  me('t  the  just  requirements  of  the  scliools 
and  to  enable  them  to  close  tlielr  accounts  for  the  en- 
suing month. 


The  committee,  since  its  organization,  during  the 
past  sev(m  years,  have  never  ftef ore  aslicd  for  an  ad- 
ditional appi-ojn'iation,  and  it  is  with  regret  tliat  they 
feel  the  necessit,y  of  making  this  request. 

For  th(^  Comi'nittee  on  Accounts,  School  Commit- 
tee, William  B.  Merrill,  Chaiiman. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

additional   AI'PROPRIATION   for  WATER  WORKS. 

The  following  communication  was  laid  before  the 
Council  from  the  Water  Board: 

CooiiiTUATE  Water  Board  Oppice,  ( 
Boston,  March  10,  1873.      ) 

To  the  City  Council — To  meet  the  expens(!S  of  the 
current  year,  it  becomes  necessary  to  ask  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  ,f  12,000. 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  a  bill  of  pipe, 
amounting  to  $.33,1)90  l;i-100,  whicli  had  been  con- 
tracted for  Wards  l;iJ,  14,  15,  10,  liecaine  due;  but  the 
special  appropriation  for  those  wards  being  insuffi- 
cient to  meet  the  liill,  the  amount  was  paid  from  the 
general  appropriation;  we  are,  therefore,  obliged  to 
make  the  above  re(iuest. 

The  high  service  m  South  Boston  being  completed, 
the  balance  of  the  special  appropriation  for  that 
object,  amounting  to  $8,1()7  ."jO-lOO  will  not  be  re- 
quired. Charles  H.  Allen, 

President  of  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS   OP  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  l(),f  rom  the  Commit  tee  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  on  Police,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order 
for  the  payment  of  certain  liills  for  extra  service  per- 
formed by  police  officers,  made  a  report  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

it  was  stated  in  explanation,  in  answer  to  iiuiniries, 
that  the  servijces  rendered  were  after  the  usual  day's 
service,  and  the  officers  were  entitled  to  pay  foi'  il. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

REPORTS   OP   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  peti- 
tions of  C!atharino  Barrett,  to  be  comiiensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Chardon 
street;  of  James  King',  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Ruggles 
street;  and  of  Robert  Irwin,  to  be  compensated  for 
injuries  sustained  b.y  his  wife  from  an  alleged  defect 
in  Tremont  stre(^t.     Severally  accepted. 

BURRILL   claim. 

Mr.  Blackmar,  for  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  iietition  of  Charles  Burrill,  that  his 
claim  for  services  in  procuring  credits  upon  the 
quota  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  l,S(i4,  may  be  left  to 
tliree  disinterested  persons  to  determine  what  com- 
pensation IS  due  to  iiim,  made  a  report  as  follows: 

The  character  of  this  claim  is  so  well  known  that  it 
would  be  supertluous  for  the  committee  to  do  more 
than  state,  as  briefly  as  pos.sil)le,  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  presented  at  this  tiiiK;.  All  the  de- 
tails of  the  case  may  1)e  olitained  by  reference  to  City 
Documents  08  of  the  year  1809  and  5:1  of  1872.  The 
city  authorities  having  refused  to  pay  the  full  amount 
claimed  under  the  contract,  on  the  ground  of  non- 
fullilment,  Mr.  Burrill  entered  a  suit  in  the  latter 
part  of  18()4  in  the  Supremo  Court  of  tlie  State.  When 
Iho  trial  took  place  at  Dedham,  the  evidence  for  the 
pliiintitf  was  put  in,  and  the  Court  ^Gray,  J.),  on  mo- 
tion of  the  counsel  for  the  city,  took  the  case  from 
the  jury  on  questions  of  law.  Before  those  questions 
could  be  passed  upon  by  the  full  bench  the  i)laintifl' 
removed  to  another  State  and  brought  his  case  before 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  claim  was  presented  there  both  on  the  con 
tract  and  for  services  rendered  to  the  city.  Judge 
Clill'ord,  who  presided  at  the  trial,  ruled  that  he  was 
•'not  entitled  to  recover  in  any  view  of  the  case.'" 
Exceptions  were  taken  to  the  ruling,  but  pre\'!ous  to 
the  time  for  a  hearing  before  the  Suiireme  Court  at 
Washington,  the  plaintiff  withdrew  his  suit  and  pe- 
titioned the  City  Council  for  C(mipensation.  This 
was  ill  18(i'.l.  In  1870  an  ordei'  was  |)assed  by  l,hc  City 
(louncil  and  apjiroved  by  the  Mayor  for  the  pavment 
of  $40,000  in  full  sottlen'ient  of  the  claim,  lipdn  this 
an  injunction  was  apjjlied  for  by  the  re(iui site  num- 
ber of  taxpayers  antl  obtained.  In  1871  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy : 

"The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  pav  lo 
Chrrlos  Burrill  of  Brooklinc  the  sum  of  $40,000,  in 
satisfaction  for  nil  servic(^s  ronderod  and  money  ex- 
pended by  him  in  procuring  credits  upon  the  (juota 
of  volunt(H'i's  of  said  city  during  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion, in  conrormity  to  the  order  i)assed  by  the 
City  ('ounc.il  of  said  city,  and  approved  Septemlx'r 
12,  1870,  and  may  raise  the  said  sum  by  taxation  or 
otlutrwise." 

Following  the  passage  of  this  act  an  ordei-  was  pre- 
sented to  tlie  City  Council  for  an  appropriation  of  the 
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sum  named,  but  it  failed  to  pass  by  tlie  requisite  two- 
thirds  vote.  It  was  presented  again  last  year,  and 
again  failed  to  pass. 

The  petitioner  now  asks  to  have  his  claim  referred 
without  limitations  or  restrictions,  to  outside  parties. 
In  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of.  the  committee  it 
would  not  be  expedient  to  grant  this  request.  The 
total  amount  of  the  claim,  with  interest  up  to  tlie 
present  date,  is  about  a  million  of  dollars.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  in(iuire  how  the  sum.  of  $40,000  was  ar- 
rived at  as  proijer  compensation  for  the  services  of 
Mr.  Burrill.  That  sum  was  fixed  upon,  Mr.  Burrill 
signified  his  willingness  to  accept  it  in  full  satisfac- 
tion for  all  services"r(!ndered  and  money  expended  by 
him,  and  the  action  of  the  Legislature  prevents  the 
City  t'ouneil  h\nn  authorizing  the  payment  of  a 
larger  amount.  There  is  therefore  nothing  in  this 
case  which  can  probably  be  referred  to  arbitration, 
and  the  majority  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

A  minority  report  was  presented,  signed  by  Messrs. 
Brackett  and  Train  of  the  Council,  as  follows: 

The  n\idersigned.  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  respectfully  dissent  from  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  majority  of  tlie  committee,  in  the  matter 
of  the  petition  of  Charles  Burrill,  and  beg  leave  brief- 
ly to  state  tlieir  reasons  therefor 

Although  the  subject  of  Mr.  Burrill's  claim  has  be- 
came somCwh;\t  familiar,  we  believe  there  are  some 
points  coni-ei'iiiiig  it  which  have  not  been  fully  un- 
derstood, and  that  this  misunderstanding  has  tended 
to  prejudice  the  claim.  It  is  the  general  impression 
that  the  case  has  been  "turned  out  of  court,"  both  in 
the  State  and  Ilnited  States  courts,  and  that  iiaving 
pressed  his  legal  remedy  to  the  furthest  possible  ex- 
tent and  failed,  the  petitioner  now  asks  the  city  to 
pay  what  bolli  tlie  State  and  United  States  courts 
have  decided  that,  he  cannot  recover  by  law;  and  from 
this  it  is  arguc^d  that  the  city  should  piiy  nothing,  be- 
cause his  claim  is  illegal.  Accordingly  it  is  impor- 
tant to  state  the  jjosition  of  the  case  when  Mr.  Bur- 
rill first  ])resented  his  petition  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Tho'  first,  trial  of  the  case  was  befcn'e  Judge  (iray  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  Ajiril,  18(1.5.  Before  the  con- 
clusion of  the  trial,  questions  of  law  as  to  the  legal- 
ity of  the  alleged  contract  went  raised,  and  reserved 
for  considi'ralion  by  the  full  bench.  The  counsel  for 
Mr.  Burrill,  howevei-,  preferred  to  become  nonsuit 
for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the  case  to  the  United 
States  Court.  The  (|uestions  were  not,  therefore, 
submitted  to  the  full  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  no  jnduinent  was  rendered  by  it  upon  the  legal- 
ity of  the  claim. 

At  the  trial  ))efc)re  Ihe  Circuit  Courl  in  September, 
18()(i,  after  the  pl.-iinfilUs  ease  had  been  put,  in,  the 
City  Solicitor  asUed  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury 
that  the  evidence  was  not  sutlicient  in  law  to  warrant 
a  verdict  for  the  plainlill  on  either  of  the  counts  of 
his  declaraticm,  and  the  court  accordingly  instructed 
them  to  render  the  following  verdict: 

"The  jury  find  Ih.at  the  defendant  did  not  promise 
in  niannei-  and  form  as  the  iilaintitf  hath  alleged 
against  it  in  idthia- count  in  the  said  declaration." 

'J"o  this  ruling  of  the  Circuit  Court  exceptions  were 
taken,  and  the^ase  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  In  ISliO,  before  any  hearing  was 
had  before  the  last  named  court,  the  suit  was  with- 
drawn by  Mr.  Bnrrill,  and  consequently  the  legality 
of  the  claim  Inis  never  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Courl  of  the  United  States,  the  tribunal  to  which  the 
plaintiff  had  a  right  to  take  the  case,  and  the  de- 
cision of  which  would  have  been  final.  It  seems  to 
us,  therefore,  that  i I  cannot  fairly  be  said  that  the 
case  has  been  thrown  out  of  court.  The  question 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  claim  was  still  pending  in 
c,(uirt.  The  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  was  not 
final.  The  iilaintitf  had  a  right  to  have  the  question 
deeidttd  by  Ihe  Supreme  Court.  He  had  taken  steps 
to  avail  himself  of  that  right  by  removing  the  ques- 
tion to  that  court. 

At  the  time,  thei'efore,  when  he  voluntarily  with- 
drew the  suit  the  question  was  still  an  open  one-,  and 
his  act  in  withdrawing  it  could  not  make  the  claim 
illegal,  when  the  question  of  its  legality  at  the  time 
of  such  withdrawal  was  still  before  the  court.  These 
reasons  apjiear  to  us  to  justify  the  statement  that  the 
right  of  Mr.  Burrill  to  recover  by  legal  means  for  his 
services  to  the  city  has  never  been  finally  determined 
)>y  the  courts,  bul  was  abandcmed  by  liis  own  act,  and 
therefore  the  argumeot  against  paying  him  anythinv 
because  his  claim  is  illegal  is  not  a  valid  one. 

Why  did  he  withdraw  the  suit?  Was  it  because 
he  hacl  any  eucouragement  to  believe  that  if  he  aban- 
doned all  ell-  ris  at  law  to  maintain  his  claim  on  the 
contract,  lii>  claims  for  compensation  foi-  services 
would  be  favorably  considered  by  the  City  Uovern- 
ment?  lI|)on  this  question  the  following  facts  are 
instructive.  It  appears  from  the  records'that  on  the 
2M  of  February,  18()i),  Mr.   Burrill    presented  a   pe- 


tition to  the  City  Council  for  an  adjustment  of  his 
claims,  but  the  Board  of  Aldermen  refused  to  enter- 
tain the  petition  while  his  suit  was  pending  in  the 
courts,  as  this  would  give  him  an  undue  advantage 
when  his  case  came  to  be  heard.  Accordingly  it  was 
not  until  May  IV,  when  the  following  paper  was  re- 
c-eivcd  from  the  City  Solicitor,  that  the  Board  took 
any  action  upon  tin?  jietitioii : 

"In  the  matter  of  Charles  Burrill  ■?;»•.  The  City  of 
Boston,  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  the  ))iaintiffi  in  said  case  hereby  with- 
draws his  suit  and  the  prosecution  of  the  sann;.  And 
he  hereby  y)ersonally  and  his  counsel  pledges  himself 
and  agrees  that  siudi  entry  may  be  made  in  said  suit 
upon  the  dixket  as  the  City  Solicitor  or  counsel  for 
the  city  thall  hereafter  deem  necessary  or  advisable." 

Signed  by  Charles  Burrill,  and  by  H.  W.  Paine  and 
G.  W.  Tux'bury,  counsel  for  Burrill. 

By  this  act  the  minority  say  Mr.  Burrill  abandoned 
all  i)o\\'er  to  obtain  by  legal  means  the  fulfilment  of 
his  contract,  and  the  courts  had  rendered  no  decision 
ii.  the  matter.  They  therefore  are  led  to  inquire 
whether  this  act  of  Mr.  Burrill  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
C(nnproniise  between  him  and  the  city.  Itisiilain 
that  he  must  have  been  actuated  by  some  strong  rea- 
son for  this  voluntary  withdrawal  of  his  suit.  Why 
should  he  agree  to  anythii.g  of  the  kind  unless  there 
was  S(mie  consideration  for  the  agreement?  Whether 
there  was  any  real  or  implied  understanding  they  do 
not  know,  but  the  attendant  circnmstancos  strongly 
favored  the;  inference  that  such  was  the  case;  for  im- 
mediately afler  the  reading  of  the  paper  withdrawing 
the  suit,  his  petition  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

This  prompt  acl  ion  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  they  believe  to  be 
siguiflcanl,  and  as  the  whole  ]n'oceedings  were  with 
the  cognizance  of  tlut  City  Solicitor,  who  acted  sub- 
sequently in  the  hearings  on  the  petition,  it  was  clear 
and  conclusive  that  tlie  claim  for  conqn'iisation  is 
legally  and  projierly  before  the  City  Council.  Other- 
wise why  did  the  city  go  t,<i  the  trou'de  a n<l  expense 
of  making  this  long  investigation,  or  at  the  expense 
of  determining  the  aiiuuint  which  should  be  jiaid? 
Uor  these  reasons  and  from  the  fact  that  every  c(mi- 
mittee  which  has  investiguled  the  claim  has  reported 
in  favor  of  inlying  the  petitioner  something,  they  be- 
lieve that  he  lias  a  claiin  foi  a  greatei-  or  less  amount, 
and  thai  amount  should  be  ])romi)lly  dctermini'd.  It 
is  clear  that  he  lias  rendered  the  city  some  service, 
and  for  this  service  he  should  be  paid. 

The  language  of  the  majoi'ity  rep(U-t  of-  last  year 
is  quoted  to  show  an  admission  that  Mr.  Burrill  per- 
formed valuable  service  as  agent  for  the  city  at  a 
crilicni  period,  and  at  a,  large  expense  to  himself. 
With  Ibis  view  of  the  case,  they  came  to  the  question 
whether  it  is  expedient  to  refer  the  iietition  to  arbi- 
tration. It  is  objected  to  such  a  course  generally, 
but  there  are  exceptional  cases,  and  during  the  iires- 
eiit  year  an  (wder  has  been  jiassed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  authorizing  claims  to  bo  settled  by  arbi- 
tration. 

In  whati-ver  light  the  claim  is  regarded,  it  should 
be  definitely  and  finally  disjiosed  of,  and  not  suffered 
to  come  liefore  the  C<Hineil  year  after  year,  to  the  de^ 
lay  and  detriment  of  juiblic  business.  Should  an  at- 
tempt be  made  by  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  fix 
upon  the  amount  to  be  paid,  it  is  not  probable  a  de- 
cisive result  would  be  reached.  As  evidence  of  this, 
reference  is  made  to  former  reports,  in  180(1  the  liigli- 
e.>t  sum  being  $12.'), 000.  If  the  conimiftee  could  not 
come  to  a  definite  decision  ;ifter  a  consideration  of 
the  question  for  half  th(t  year,  it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed that  the  Council  could  act  understandingly  after  a 
few  hours'  discussion. 

A  large  majority  of  the;  committee  of  1870  were  in 
favor  of  a  referenda  and  so  repiuMed,  luit  the  discus- 
sion showed  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the 
whole  matter,  that  no  definite  result  was  obtained, 
and  judging  froni  the  reports  of  the  committees  in 
1871  aiuri872  and  the  action  thereon,  ihc  same  diffi- 
culty will  cimtinue  in  the  future  as  in  the  i)ast  to  pre- 
vent any  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  claim  by  the 
City  Council.  Another  reason  urged  for  arbitration 
is,  that  it  appears  to  be  the  only  means  by  which  a 
final  settlement  can  be  effected.  Nothing  but  a  set- 
tlement satisfactory  to  Mr.  Bnrrill  can  prevent  his 
coming  to  the  City  Council  again  and  again,  "and 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  repeat  our  experience  as 
we  have  that  of  our  predecessors." 

They  conclude  as  follows: 

In  granting  the  iietition  of  Mr.  Bnrrill  and  refer- 
ing  his  claim  to  the  arbitration  of  three  disintevi'sted  ■ 
persons,  we  believe  that  the  action  of  the  (^ity  Coun- 
cil will  be  approved  by  the  citizens  generally.  In  the 
ajipeiidix  marked  "B,"  is  given  Mr.  Burrill's  petition 
and  the  indorsement  of  the  same  by  a  lai'ge  number 
of  prominent  citizens,  whose  opinions  are  always  re- 
spected in  matters  affecting  the  welfare  and  honor  of 
the  city,  and  who  represent  millions  of  its  taxable 
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property.  They  may  safely  bo  taken  as  a  good  rer- 
rosentation  of  the  desires  of  tlie  taxpayers,  of  whose 
interests  v/v.  arc  so  often  reminded  that  ■we  arc  the 
trustees,  us  to  the  disposition  of  tliis  Iowj:  pcndins; 
claim.  Strene;thcned  ))y  this  consideration  in  their 
behalf  that  aftitration  is  the  most  judicious  method 
of  settling  once  and  for  all  this  long  vexed  question, 
as  from  tliis  tribunal  Mr.  Burrill  can  liave  no  appeal, 
it  being  liis  own  iwoposed  mode  of  settlement  and  he 
being  bound  by  the  result,  the  undersigned  respect- 
fully recommend  the  granting  of  his  petiticni  and  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Commitlce  on 
Claims  of  the  i)resent  City  Council  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  select  three  disinterested  and 
inijjartial  persons,  subject  to  the  ai)proval  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  the 
claim  of  (Charles  Burrill  against  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  said  arbitrators  shall  have  power  to  decide 
whether  anything,  and  if  anything  what,  is  justly 
and  equitably  due  from  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
Burrill  upon  his  claim  for  services  rendered  and 
money  expended  in  lilling  the  quota  of  the  city  in 
1804.  'J'lie  di^eision  of  a  majority  of  the  arbitrators 
shall  be  binding  and  linal  upon  the  parties.  The 
l)rinti'd  testimony  in  t!ity  Uocument  No.  !)8  of  1809 
shall  l)e  laid  before  said  arbitrators,  and  such  other 
evidence  in  the  case  as  either  party  may  introduce. 
And  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
ecute, in  Ix^half  of  the  city,  joiutly  with  said  Burrill, 
all  the  propel'  and  necessary  instruments  to  render 
the  award  of  said  arbitratoi's  conclusive  and  final. 

The  reports  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printi^d. 

Mr.  l\'rkius  of  Ward  (i.  from  the  joint  s])ecial 
eommittee  appointed  to  nominate  suitable  enndidates 
for  the  lioard  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  made  a  re- 
port rccoiiimeudiug  the  reelection  of  Frederic  W. 
Lincoln,  -loseph  Buckley,  Phineas  W.  Crane  and 
Thomas  F.  Temple.    Laid  over. 

AoniTioNAn  Ai'i'iiorniATioNs  Fon  the  fire  T)E1>art- 

MENT. 

The  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  respectful- 
ly request  an  additional  aiipropriation  of  $^0,01)0,  for 
the  carrying  on  of  the  department  for  the  balance  of 
the  present  linancial  year. 

Th('  a|)propriation  for  the  Fire  Department  for  the 
present  linancial  year  having  become  exhausted  by 
expenditures  aulhori/.ed  on  account  of  the  numerous 
bills  presented  lis  eoulracted,  on  account  of  the  large 
fires  at  the;  close  ol  tlie  municipal  year  and  the  extra 
e.xpense  to  this  department  on  account  of  the  severity 
of  the  winter;  heretofore  this  de])artinent  were  able 
to  obtain  extra  horses  for  their  keeping,  but  owing  to 
the  horsi^  distemi)er  we  could  not  obtain  them  this 
winter,  and  have  been  obliged  to  hire  at  a  largo  ex- 
pense. 

The  force  of  the  department  has  been  nearly 
douliled  in  horses  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  winter, 
and  this  has  required  an  o.\:tra  force  of  men  in  the 
department. 

The  committee  arc  under  the  necessity  of  making 
application  for  an  additional  sum  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  department  for  the  remainder  of 
this  financial  year. 

In  order  to  meet  the  bills  and  pay  roll,  there  will 
he  required,  as  before  stated,  a  further  sum  of  $H0.- 
1100  for  the  lUMnainder  of  thi^  present  linancial  year. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenditures 
made  which  were  not  contemi)lated,  and  which 
causes  the  defici(nicy  in  the  appropriation  since  the 
amount  last  asked  for: 

For  l)11ts  on  ;u-.e(uiiit  of  the  fires  which  came  in 

afler  the  extra  appropriutioii  was  made  up..  ..Istl,!?;  UU 
For  liorse  liire  on  account  of  tlie  severity  of  tlie 

winter 1,04-1  UO 

For  extra  services,  ou  account  of  tlie  severity  of 

the  winter l.OTS  00 

Pungs  and  pung  hire,  on  account  of  tlie  severity 

ottlic  winter 625  00 

For  liiiy  and  i,'r;uii  for  extra  horses 5S1  87 

"   horse  hose  carriage  at  Soutli  Boston 1,000  00 

"   clieniical  ciiKiue 500  00 

"  re)iMiiint,' icKcrvoirs,  and  salt  for  the  same  . .  1,524  00 

"   new  liiirses 4,825  00 

"   increiise  of  supplies  for  tlie  department 1,1.53  50 

$2-1,405  T, 
Your  committee  would   therefore  respectfully  ask 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  !il;.'!0,()(H). 
For  tlu^  committee,  L.  H.  ('iittek,  Chairman. 

Keforrcd  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORT     ON     INC:REASINCJ      THE      EFFICIENCY     OF     THE 
FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  in  print: 

In  Common  Councii.,  March  1:^,  1873. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  uepart- 
ment,  to  whom  were  referred  (1)  so  much  of  the 
Mayor's  Address  as  relates  to  increasing  the  efficiency 


of  the  Fire  Department,  and  (2)  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  the  cause 
and  management  of  the  great  fire  in  Boston,  having 
carefully  considered  the  subjects,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

The  substantial  recommendations  of  the  Mayor  and 
the  Commissioners  are — 

1.  That  additional  engines  should  be  located  in  the 
husiness  portions  of  the  city — some  of  them  larger 
than  any  now  in  use. 

2.  That  larger  water  pipes  should  be  laid  in  the 
burnt  district,  and  in  some  other  sections  of  the 
city. 

3.  That  the  Lowry  hydrants  shoukl  be  more  gen- 
(M-ally  connected  with  the  street  mains  in  the  city 
proper. 

4.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department 
should  have  a  wider  jurisdiction  over  matters  per- 
taining to  the  management  of  that  department. 

5.  That  the  Chief  and  Assistant-Engineers  sliould 
be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City 
Council,  instead  of  elected,  as  at  present,  by  concur- 
rent vote  of  the  City  Council. 

().  That  a  corps  should  be  organized  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Chief-Engineer  to  use  explosives  in 
cases  of  emergency. 

7.  That  the  general  use  of  portable  apparatus 
should  be  encouraged. 

8.  That  proper  sliding  valves  should  be  placed  on 
the  gas  mains  and  distributing  jiipes. 

9.  That  additional  safeguards  should  he  provided 
against  the  loss  of  life  by  fire  in  buildings  used  for 
imblic  pui'iioses  and  in  tenement  houses  and  manu- 
factories. 

Although  the  committee  do  not  feel  that  they  would 
be  justified  in  making  a  critical  examination  of  the 
finding  of  the  commissioners  as  to  the  management 
of  the  fire,  it  is  proper  to  state,  before  entering  upon 
the  eomsiclcrations  of  the  several  recomnn'iidations, 
that  a  careful  review  of  the  testimony  estalilisiics  the 
fact  that  the  extent  of  the  fire  was  owing  mainly  to 
the  delay  in  giving  tlie  alarm,  and  to  the  insufficient 
supply  of  water,  and  not  to  mismanagement  on  the 
liart  of  the  Fire  Department. 

It  appears  from  the  returns  (pp.  046.  (i47  of  the 
Commissioners'  Report)  of  the  men  having  charge  of 
the  engines  and  the  hose  and  hook  and  ladder  car- 
riag(!S  that  there  was  no  material  delay  in  getting  the 
apparatus  to  the  fire  on  account  of  the  lack  of  horses. 
In  fact,  the  special  measures  taken  by  the  (Jliief  and 
Board  of  Engineers,  in  view  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
horse  disease,  placed  the  department  in  a  more  effi- 
cient condition  to  meet  a  great  emergency  than  it 
would  have  been  had  the  department  relied  upon  such 
horse  power  as  was  available  at  the  time  to  draw  the 
apparatus  to  the  tire.  There  were  a  large  number  of 
extra  men  in  service;  and  all  the  members  arriving  on 
the  ground  at  the  same  time  that  the  apparatus  ar- 
rived wore  enabled  to  respond  for  duty  witlunit  delay. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  frequent  whistling  of 
the  engines,  which  was  supposed  liy  the  spectators  of 
the  fire  to  be  calls  for  fuel,  was  intended  as  much  for 
signals  to  tlie  hosemen  in  regard  to  the  su|)ply  of 
water  or  the  bursting  of  hose,  as  for  a  notice  that  the 
supply  of  fuel  was  running  short.  The  extraordinary 
demand  for  a  particular  kind  of  coal,  of\vliich  only 
a  comparatively  small  "qU'Witity  can  bo  "obtained  in 
this  market,  could  not  be  met,  readily:  but  there  ap- 
pears to  have  been  no  substantial  loss  of  time  or 
jiower  in  working  the  engines  with  the  materials 
which  were  furnished. 

Upon  the  first  of  the  foregoing  recomincndatioiis, 
namely,  that  additional  ai)paratus  should  he  provided 
for  the  department,  the  committee  have  already 
tnken  some  action.  It  is  proposed  to  purchase  three 
additional  engines  at  this  time,  one  to  be  located  in 
the  burnt  district,  one  in  Ward  (i,  and  one  in  Ward 
11.  The  committee  have  inquired  particularly  ill  re- 
gard to  the  exiiediency  of  procuring  larger  engines 
tlian  those  now  in  use,  but  from  all  the  evidence 
which  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  upon  this  point, 
it  would  not  appear  desirable  to  make  any  change. 
Some  of  the  bnilders  state  that  they  can  furnish 
larger  engines,  but  they  do  not  believe  they  would 
1)0  as  eHectivi^  as  those  now  used.  The  agent  of  the 
Anioskeag  Manufacturing  C(unpany,  Hon.  R.  A. 
Straw,  says — 

"The  first-class  engines  builtby  theAnioskeag Man- 
ufacturing Company,  such  as  all  the  later  engines  fnr- 
nislied  your  city,  1  believe  are  the  most  ])ovv<'rful 
(iugiues  in  use  in  any  fire  di^partnient  within  my 
knowledge.  They  have  been  placed  in  all  the  princi- 
pal cities  in  this  country,  aiul  put  into  siiccH'Ssful 
comp('titi(m  with  tlu^  eiigiii(;s  of  all  other  builders. 
They  will,  if  well  supplied  with  water,  propel  a 
stream  a  horizontal  distance  of  :^12  to  320  t^eet;  aver 
tical  distance  of  from  210  to  220  feet  -about  as  far  as 
it  is  possible  to  throw  a  body  of  water  through  the 
air.  With  a  single  stream  and  an  am|)h^  f'upply  of 
water,  through  tlie  ordinary  amount  of  leading  hose, 
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they  will  maintain  a  working  watei-  pressure  of  about 
3()0  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  which  is  as  much  as 
iiuy  leading  hose,  light  enough  to  be  readily  handled, 
cati  be  made  to  sustain,  and  more  than  hosenieu  at 
tlie  'butt'  can  handle. 

For  the  last  ten  years  in  building  steam  lire-engines 
the  tendency  has  been  to  procure  steamei's  of  lighter 
weight;  and  the  effort  of  manufacturers  has  been  to 
produce  light  engines,  and  still  maintain  their  effi- 
ciency and  capacity  to  throw  water.  Most  de])art- 
ments  prefer  engines  of  the  second  size  ravher  (hnn 
of  the  first,  considering  that  the  thousand  ])ounds 
saved  in  the  weight  of  the  engines  is  worth  more 
than  the  little  difference  in  their  capacity.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  but  little  would  be  gained  by  (he  use 
of  steam  fire  engines  of  a  larger  size.  No  depart- 
ment should  be  without  perhaps  one  or  more  very 
powerful  enginos,  but  the  gain  would  be  in  the  num- 
ber of  streiwns  that  could  be  thrown  rather  than  in 
the  distance  or  size  of  the  streams.  A  fire  engine 
like  your  fire  boat,  which  you  have  recently  put  into 
service,  illustrates  this  idea." 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  trials  of  the 
Babcock  chemical  engines  now  in  nse  has  been  such 
as  to  justify  the  organization  of  a  sjjecial  corps  to 
operate  one  or  nujre  of  these  machines.  It  is  also 
proposed  lo  organize  a  new  hook  and  ladder  com- 
pany, to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  burnt  dis- 
trict, and  a  new  hose  company,  to  be  located  on 
Longwood  avenue.  When  these  additions  are  made, 
the  apparatus  of  the  department  will  consist  of  i'.t 
engines,  18  hose  carriages,  8  hook  and  ladder  car- 
riages, 1  steam  fin^  boat,  3  fire-extinguisher  wagons 
and  1  insurance  wagon.  Other  ai)paratns  will  be  pur- 
chased from  time  to  time,  as  the  wants  of  the  city  re- 
((uire.  In  tliis  comiection  Ihe  committee  would  call 
the  attention  1)1'  the  superintendents  and  managers 
of  the  railroads  which  lenninate  in  this  city  to  the 
propriety  of  funiisliing  belter  facilities  for  t.ransi)ort- 
ing  heavy  lire  ai)i).-irahis  bi't  ween  the  cities  and  towns 
in  this  vrcinity.  At  juesent  there  is  great  delay  in 
obtaining  or  furnishing  assistance  on  account  of  the 
want  of  suitable  means  for  loiuling  and  unloading 
engines.  Some  otherr  (■()nnect<'d  with  the  railroads 
should  be  authorized  to  make  the  needful  arrange- 
ments upon  the  applicaticm  of  the  Chief-Engineer. 

(lireat  improvements  have  lieen  made  during  the 
past  ten  years  in  the  means  for  the  extinguishment 
of  fires  by  portable  ajjparatns;  and  the  recent  heavy 
losses  by  fire  in  all  our  large  cities  have  stimulated 
invi'ution  in  this  direction  to  ^uch  an  extent  that  un- 
iloubtedly  still  more  important  improvements  will 
so(m  be  made.  In  all  large  public  buildings,  manu- 
factories, hotels  and  tenement  houses,  the  owners 
should  be  required  to  furnish  the  most  improved 
hand  pum|)s  and  extinguishers,  and  see  that  some 
person  connected  with  the  i)remises  is  competent  to 
use  them  projjcrly  when  the  occasion  re(|uires.  The 
Board  of  Engineers  are  now  nuiking  investigations 
in  regard  to  the  different  kinds  of  fii-e  escapes  in  use, 
with  a  \\v\\  to  the  introduction  of  those  which  are 
found  to  atl'ord  the  greatest  security. 

Measures  have  alre.'idy  lieeu  taken  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislative  Matters  to  |)rocure  such  additional 
legislation  as  may  be  needed  to  prevent  loss  of  life 
from  insufficient  means  of  escape,  or  from  impro))- 
erly  constructed  walls  in  case  of  fire  in  buildings  now 
erected.  The  laws  of  18T1  and  1872  were  sufficient  as 
to  buildings  to  be  erected,  but  they  did  not  apply  to 
what  had  been  done  previous  to  their  passage  except 
as  regards  certain  raattei's  relating  to  tenement 
houses. 

Several  changes  are  necessary  in  the  organization 
of  the  Pire  Department,  in  order  to  increase  its  effi- 
ciency. The  most  importan,,  perhaps,  is  that  which 
relates  to  the  nomination  and  njipointment  of  fore- 
men of  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies. 
Under  the  ordinances  now  in  force  it  is  provided  that 
"every  engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  company 
shall  have  a  foreman  aiul  clerk,  and  every  hook  and 
ladder  company  an  assistant-foreman  in  liddition;  the 
foreman  and  assistant-foreman  shall  be  nominated 
annually,  or  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs,  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  respective  com]ianies,  fi'om  among  their 
own  numbei',  ami  a  I'eturn  of  the  same  made  to  the 
Board  of  Engineers;  and  in  case  of  rejection  by 
them,  the  name  of  the  person  so  rejected  shall  be  re- 
turned to  tlu'  companj',  and  the  members  thereof 
shall  select  aiu)ther  person  for  approval;  and  when- 
ever auy  person  so  nominated  shall  be  approved  by 
the  B(jard  of  Engineers,  his  name  shall  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  .iMdermen  for  approval  or  rejection,  and  in 
case  of  rejection  another  person  shall  be  nominated, 
as  aforesaid,  before  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  like  proceedings  had  as 
before."  (Sect.  30.  Ordinance  relating  to  the  P'ire 
Department.) 

This  method  of  proceeding,  subversive  of  aM  dis- 
cipline in  the  companies,  is  a  legacy  from  the  volun- 


teer system,  and  the  committee  are  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  it  should  be  changed.  In  the  absence 
of  an  engineer,  the  foreman  directs  the  placing  of  the 
engines,  and  has  the  charge  and  direction  of  the  hose 
and  hosemen.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that 
he  should  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  duties 
of  the  position,  and  should  have  the  most  complete 
control  over  his  subordinates.  Where  the  choice  is 
left  to  the  company,  inexperienced  men  are  some- 
times selected;  and  whoever  is  selected  has  a  feeling 
of  dependence  \\\Hm  tlie  members  which  prevents  hini 
from  acting  wiih  the  energy  and  decision  which  are 
necessary  in  an  emca'geucy.  As  the  foremen  and  as- 
sistant foremen  are  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Engi- 
neers, they  should  be  nominated  by  them  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  fcu'emen  of  engine  companies 
should  be  permanently  employed,  and  that  the  city 
should  be  divided  into  as  many  fii'e  districts  as  there 
are  steam-engine  com])anies,  the  fcn-eman  in  each 
district  to  make  an  inspection  from  time  to  time  of 
all  the  buildings  located  therein,  and  rei)ort  weekly 
or  oftener  if  necessary,  to  the  Chief-Engineer.  lii 
this  way  the  Engineers  would  be  furnished  with  ac- 
curate information  as  to  the  condition  of  every  build- 
ing in  the  city ;  and  such  information  is  ai)solutely 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  them  to  act  intelligently 
in  case  of  fire.  The  committee  are  not  iirei)ared  to 
recommend  the  adoption  of  this  suggestion  at  pres- 
ent, as  they  have  not  bad   time  to  consider  it  fully. 

In  order  to  give  tlie  Chief-Engineer  tlu;  proi)er'c(ra- 
trol  at  fires  over  his  subordinates,  the  Assistant-Engi- 
neers should  be  nominated  by  him,  and  Mi)])oiul('d  by 
the  Mayor  and  Aldenneu. 

Tin;  i)ur(hase  of  land  for  fire  stations  should  be 
made  by  the  Committee  on  the  Wir(;  Department  in- 
stead oi'  the  Committe(;  cm  Public  P.nildings.  ami  the 
plans  for  the  erecti<ni  of  new  buildings  for  the  de- 
jjartment,  and  for  tlu;  reiiair  of  old  ones,  should  be 
subject  in  all  cases  to  Ihe  approval  of  that  commit- 
tee. 

Prompt  and  ethcient  measur(;s  are  being  taken  by 
the  Water  Board  to  furnish  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  h(;real'ter  for  the  use  of  the  department. 
Larger  i)ipes  ar(;  to  be  laid  in  the  jU'incii)al  streets  in 
Ihe  burnt  district,  a.ud  the  Lowry  hydi-ants  are  to  be 
connected  with  them  and  also  with  the  large  mains 
in  other  poi-tions  of  the  city  i)i-oper. 

To  prevent  danger  in  future;  from  the  escape  of  gaS 
in  buildings  destroyed  by  fire,  the  Boston  (ias  Light 
Company  are  introducing  valv<'s  in  their  street  mains 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  ^llut  off'  the  gas  in  small  sec- 
tions, or  districts,  of  tlie  city  without  delay;  and  in 
furtherance  of  this  scheme,  an  agreement  has  been 
entered  into  between  the  treasurer  of  the  company 
and  the  Chief-Engineer,  as  follows: 

1.  The  lire-alarm  teli'graphic  wires  shall  be  coti- 
nected  with  tlie  office  of  the  lioston  Cas  Light  Com- 
pany in  West  street,  and  a  suitable  gcma' placed  there- 
in and  ke])t  in  working  order   by  the  city  of  Boston. 

2.  The  employes  of  thi;  Boston  (ias  Light  Com- 
pany, wearing  the  company's  fire  cai)s,  or  such  other 
badges  as  may  be  agreed  on,  shall  be  allow  t'd  to  pass 
the  lines  of  any  flre  in  the  city  proper,  with  such  a 
numbei'  of  workmen  as  may  be  required  by  the  emer- 
gency. 

3.  One  or  more  of  the  employes  of  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Comi)any  shall  report  in  person  to  the  Chief- 
Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  on  the  occurrence 
of  every  considerabU;  fire  within  the  limits  of  the 
city  proper. 

In  regard  to  the  exi)ediency  of  using  gunpowder  or 
other  explosives,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire,  there 
is  such  a  variety  of  oijiuicms  that  the  committee  hes- 
itate to  recommend  any  special  action  at  this  time. 
The  use  of  i)owdei'  in  connection  with  the  late  fire  is 
condemned  by  neafly  eveiy  ofiicer  in  the  departnu'iit. 
In  most  instances  in  uliicli  it  has  bei;n  used  ni  other 
cities  it  has  failed  to  accomplish  what  was  intended, 
and  in  some  cases  its  use  has  been  attended  with  the 
most  disastrous  results.  With  the  powerful  explo- 
.slves  which  have  leceiitly  been  discovered,  uiore  sat- 
isfactory i-esults  may  be  obtained,  aVid  the  committee 
would  commend  the  subject  lo  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 

In  order  to  cai'ry  out  the    changes   proposed  in   the 
organization  of  tlie  deiiai'l  ment,  the  committee  would 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accomi)anying  order. 
Leonakd  R.  Cuttku, 
John  T.  Ci.AitK, 
Soix)MON  B.  Stebbins, 
GiioROE  L.  Burt, 
Jamus  p.  Marston, 

WlLLJAM  II.  rfoNES, 

Fkedertck  Pease, 

El>l.lAU  B.  IIlNE, 

Connnittee. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  le- 
quested  to  report  amendments  to  the  ordinances  re- 
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lilting  to  the  Pire  Department,  providing  that  the 
AKslstiiiit-Engineers  shall  be  nominated  by  tlic  Chief- 
Engineer  and  appointed  by  the  Mayorand  Aldermen; 
that  the  Foremen  and  Assistant-Forcrnen  ol'  engine, 
lioso,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Board  ol'  Engineers  and  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen;  and  that  tUe  Committee 
on  the  Fire  Department  shall  have  .jnrisdidion  of  all 
violations  of  the  ordinances  or  rnles  and  regulations, 
committed  by  members  of  the  depai-tment;  also  to 
report  an  amendment  to  the  tenth  section  of  the 
ordinance  concerning  public  buildings,  by  which  the 
Coinmittee  on  Public  Huildings  will  be  relieved  fr(>m 
the  purchase  of  land  for  engine,  hose  and  hook  and 
ladder  houses. 

Laid  on  the  tabic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall  of  Ward  10,  an  order  was 
passed  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  con- 
ference in  relation  to  the  election  of  a  Second-As- 
sistant-Assessor in  Ward  3. 

Messrs.  Hall  of  Ward  10,  Wells  of  Ward  3,  and 
Pease  of  Ward  1  wore  appointed  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Council. 

SALAKY    BILL. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  and  orders  establishing  the  sahiries 
of  city  otlicers  for  the  year,  beginning  the  first  day  of 
April  nexl,  with  amendments  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men thereto.     (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  27,  1873.) 

Mr.  Blackmar  stated  as  his  design,  if  the  motion 
prevailed,  to  move  to  recommit  the  report,  believing 
that  they  should  be  extremely  careful  in  relation  to 
the  increases  of  salaries  at  the  )>resent  time,  and  no 
increase  should  be  made  except  for  the  best  of  rea- 
sons. 

The  molionto  take  up  the  rc^port  was  carried,  when 
It  was  recomnritted. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  order  refer- 
ring sections  4,  .5  and  7  of  the  Salary  liill  concerning 
the  Foremen,  Assistant-Fori'men  of  the  PireJ)epart- 
meut,  and  members  of  the  companies  in  Ward  Ki,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Kire  Department. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  inquired  if  the  whole  Salary 
bill  was  not  before  the  C'ouncil,  the  report  as  a  whole 
having  been  made  to  the  Council  as  well  as  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  Council  not  having 
passed  ujion  the  merits  of  it  as  a  whole? 

Ml'.  Shawof  Ward  .5  wished  to  know  the  state  of 
the  (lueslion. 

The  Chai}'  stated  the  question  to  be  on  I'eferring 
sections.  4,  5  and  7  of  the  order  relating  to  the  Pire 
Department  to  the  Committee  on  Pire  Liepartmeut. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  of  opinion  that  the  questiiui  was 
before  tliem  in  t«'o  forms,  as  a  part  of  the  Salary  bill 
and  on  a  question  of  reference  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  lie  thought  it  would  be  best  to  non-eon- 
cur  in  the  reference. 

iVlr.  Shaw  wished  a  more  explicit  statement  of  the 
question  that  he  might  know  how  to  vote.  Portiims 
of  tint  orders  were  laid  on  the  table  in  the  other 
branch,  and  those  could  not  be  before  the  Council. 
This  (]uestioii  of  reference  came  before  them  in  an 
irregular  way. 

The  Chair'explained  that  the  orders  were  amended 
in  the  other  branch  by  striking  out  the  sections  re- 
ferred to,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pii-e  Deiiartment,  and  the  question  now  conies  up  on 
concurrence  in  (he  reference. 

The  rjiotioii  to  concur  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Thursday  evening  next,  call  upon  the  committee 
on  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates  to  a 
home  for  the  poor  to  make  a  repoiM-  on  that  sulijcct. 

WIDENING   OF   WATER   STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Wark  (1,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  taken  from  the  table: 

Kesolved,  That  it  is  (ixpedient  to  lay  out  as  a  pub- 
lic way  the  land  remaining  between  the  proposed  ex- 
tension of  Pearl  street  to  Congress  at  Water  street. 
Congress  street  widened  to  seventy  feet  uixiii  the 
east(M'ly  side,  and  Milk  street  after  the  eomplet,ion  of 
the  said  cuntemplated  improvements.  Also  to  widen 
Wal,er  street  between  J>evonshire  and  Congress 
streets  on  the  northerly  side,  by  taking  certain  es- 
tates Bf  Edward  A.  White  and  others;  and  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report  the 
necessary  orders  and  estimates  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable time. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  that  this  was  not  a  resolution 
from  the  Committee  on  Streets,  which  committee  are 


unanimously  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  the  widening  of  Water  street,  so  far  as 
the  r<!quirements  of  public  travel  are  concerned. 
It  was  not  iirescnted  as  a  street  improvement, 
and  the  Committee  on  Streets  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  It  had  been  iterated  and  reiterated 
that  the  United  States  would  enlarge  the  Post 
Office  if  the  city  would  do  certain  things  in  the 
widening  of  the  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Post 
Office  to  sixty  feet.  The  text  of  the  conditions  was 
not  fully  known  when  the  resolution  was  offered,  but 
since  then  a  despatch  had  bean  received  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

This  despatch  gives  it  as  the  opinion  of  the  First 
Comptroller  of  the  treasury  that  the  widening  is  re- 
quired on  the  burnt  territory  on  Milk  and  Water 
streets,  between  Devonshire  and  Congress  streets, 
and  no  further  whatever.  This  would  not  cut  off 
the  Post  building,  but  it  would  take  twenty  feet 
from  the  Simmons  building,  with  the  triangular 
space  on  Congress  and  Milk  streets.  The  question 
then,  was,  whether  it  was  worth  while  to  make  this 
improvement  on  Water  street.  If  this  cutting  off  is 
made,  the  question  was  whether  a  jog  should  be 
made,  or  the  Post  building  cut  oS..  Although  they 
have  not  asked  to  cut  that  off,  was  it  not  their  duty, 
in  view  of  having  the  finest  building  in  New  Eng- 
land, which  should  cost  $3,000,000,  to  go  to  the  ex- 
pense of  $300,000? 

In  such  an  expenditure,  he  believed  they  would  get 
it  back  in  the  increased  value  of  the  property  in  that 
vicinity.  The  Post  Office  must  be  the  business  cen- 
tre fen-  the  next  fifty  years,  and  the  property  would 
be  extremely  valued  for  the  very  reason  because  the 
Post  Office  is  there.  Value  was  given  to  property  in 
State  street  because  of  the  locality  of  the  Post  Office 
there,  and  State  street  maybe  hurt  liy  the  removal, 
l)ut  having  wide  streets  on  three  sides  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice, increased  value  would  be  given  to  the  property 
on  those  streets.  If  this  requirement  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  complied  with,  when  an  appropriation  is 
asked  for  the  harbor,  it  may  be  met  with  a  refusal  to 
grant  it. 

Should  it  be  said  that  this  was  a  measure  of  the 
Postmaster,  it  is  believed  that  it  is  not  so,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Mayor.  The  committee  of  Congress 
urged  as  a  reason  that  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of 
valuable  property  in  this  building,  and  it  would  not 
be  safe  nor  would  they  be  justified  in  the  expenditure 
unless  the  streets  were  reasonably  widened.  It  v/as 
not,  then,  the  Postmaster's  measure,  although  it 
might  have  originated  with  him.  It  was  a  question 
between  the  United  States  and  this  city,  and  not  l.ie- 
tween  the  Postmaster  and  Boston. 

If  it  should  bo  said,  the  question  could  be  pas.sed 
over  in  the  hope  of  better  terms  next  year,  it  was  a 
sufficient  answert  that  all  the  land  adjoining  the  Po.st 
Office  would  lie  built  upon  if  not  taken  by  the  fTnited 
States,  for  the  owners  would  ask  for  their  lines  and 
wo  should  grant  permits  to  build,  as  they  cannot 
afford  to  have  their  land  lie  idle.  The  question  then 
came  to  this,  if  we  want  the  enlarged  Post  Ofiice  and 
its  contingent  advantages,  we  must  spend  $300,000  to 
secure  it. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  said  this  was  more  impoutant 
to  taxpayers  than  anything  which  will  come  before 
the  City  Council  this  "year."  It  should  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  not  to  the  Council,  for 
consideration.  It  was  not  a  question  of  $300,000 
merely,  but  as  many  believed,  millions  of  dollars. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  should  submit  a  detailed 
report  as  to  the  cost  of  the  proposed  widc^niiig  liefore 
any  action  is  taken,  and  he  moved  its  r(d'erence  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  inquired  if  the  order  of 
notice  on  tint  proposed  widening  was  not  returnable 
next  week  on  Thursday.  If  so.  nothing  would  be 
lost  by  delay  of  aetitui  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  tliat,  «'as  so,  yet  notliing  could 
be  gained  by  refttrring  this  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  except  to  get  an  estimate  of  expense.  It 
was  not  the  question"  of  expense,  but  of  the  Post 
Office  extension  which  was  in  issue.  .  It  might  be 
well,  perhaps,  to  procure  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners an  estimate  of  the  expense.  It  was  more 
desirable  for  the  Council  to  express  an  opinimi  than 
to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Street  Commissioners  as 
to  the  expediency  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  agreed  with  ftlr.  Plynn  in  re- 
lation to  referring  the  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  aad  tiie  reference  was  carried. 

Adjourned. 
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shire  street  formerly  Wilson's  lane  may  be  cleared  of 
old  materials. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Treffle  Garceau,  for  compensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived through  a  defect  in  the  highway.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Charles  F.  Bradford,  for  abatement  of  Cliff-street 
betterments.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

WIDENING   AND   EXTENSION   OP   ARCH   STREET. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock.  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-two  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  first 
session  Superior  Court  for  civil  business. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Constables— James  H.  Morrow,  Fraiiklin  T.  Rose. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— Joseph  Baker, 
Thomas  Langdon,  and  Charles  A.  Currier,  for 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 

NOMINATIONS  OF  POLICE  OmCERS. 

Charles  H.  Tighe,  James  Hathaway,  Mark  A.  Win- 
ship. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Michael  M.  Barry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Codman  street,  opposite 
Hntchings's  factory. 

Frederic  S.  Wright,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  and 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Sixth  street,  below  P 
street. 

Daniel  Bewar,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  rear  of  Ward  street. 

K.  B.  Wheelock.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Linden  street,  near  Dor- 
chester avenue. 

Henry  Juengling,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
two  horses  on  Tremont  street,  corner  of  Gurney 
street. 

Charles  Hunt,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Neponset  avenue. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  this  Board. 

A.  Tacchella,  for  leave  to  exhibit  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment his  model  of  a  fire  escape  and  fire  extin- 
guisher. 

Henry  W.  Johnson  and  others,  for  leave  to  organ- 
ize a  company  for  an  engine  to  be  located  in  Ward  (i. 

H.  W.  Cushing  and  ethers,  that  a  steam  fire  engine 
may  be  located  in  Washington  square. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Thomas  W.  Carter,  for  leave  to  erect  two  brick  and 
pipe  kilns  on  Hospital  wharf,  Albany  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

Company  A,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  ap- 
proval of  armory  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Springfield  streets. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Roberts,  commanding  First 
Battalion  of  Cavalry,  for  rooms  for  headquarters. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

Samuel  Weld  and  others,  for  a  release  by  the  city 
to  them  of  the  right  of  drainage  through  land  on 
Moreland  street. 

James  Berry  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Sawyer 
street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

P.  Bergen,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
above  the  legal  limits  in  Cotting  and  Wall  streets. 

J.  J.  McNutt,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
in  the  rear  of  the  factory  in  Wareham  street,  within 
the  building  limits. 

James  Fitton,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  edifice 
at  the  corner  of  Brooks  and  Paris  streets,  beyond  the 
legal  limits. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

Smith  &  Walker,  Malachl  Clark,  G.  H.  Moseley  & 
Co.,  Michael  Gormeley,  P.  W.  Smith,  Adoniram  Cur- 
tis and  Benjamin  Jones,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city;  Moseley  &  Tuttle,  for  leave  to 
sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Dorchester;  Cook  &  Handy, 
for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Roxbury; 
Philip  Sowdon,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  South  Boston;  Augustus  Stevens,  for  leave 
to  sprinkle  the  streets  of  East  Boston. 

Boston  Cooperative  Building  Company,  that  streets 
leading  from  92  and  114  East  Canton  street,  may  be 
called  Bush  and  Thorn  streets. 

James  Gilfether,  to  be  paid  for  change  of  grade  at 
]ti6  Fourth  street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  a  location  in 
Columbus  avenue  from  Berkeley  street  to  Park 
square. 

Matthew  McCormack,  that  the  portion  of  Devon- 


A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Arch  street  and 
the  extension  of  the  same  to  Milk  street,  via  Morton 
place,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $334,600. 

The  several  items  of  expense  are  as  follows: 

William  Minot,  Jr.,  trustee,  46  Summer  street,  30 
feet,  $30— total  $900.  Charlotte  B.  Walcott,  48-50 
Summer  street,  1911  feet,  $30;  damages  $720— $58,050. 
Unknown  owners,  passage  81  feet.  Mortimer  C.  Fer- 
ns, 1  Bussey  place,  1280  feet,  $17;  damages  $640— 
$22,400.  Unknown  owners,  Bussey  place,  510  feet. 
President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  1  and  5 
Arch  street,  1342  feet,  $15;  damages  $720— $20,850. 
Unknown  owners,  passage,  508  feet.  E.  A.  White 
and  others,  trustees,  53-55  Franklin  street,  1201  feet, 
$23;  damages  $827— $28,450.  Heirs  of  J.  Bowdoin 
Bradlee,  57-59  Franklin  street,  1016  feet,  $25;  damages 
.$7.50— $26,1.50.  Alpheus  Hardy  and  others,  trustees, 
.i2-H2  Franklin  street,  .5222  feet,  $21 ;  damages  $938— 
$110,600.  The  same,  Morton  place,  7932  feet,  $1  .50; 
damages  $3102— $15,000.  The  same.  23-25  Morton 
place,  6.53  feet,  $9;  damages  $523— $6400.  T.  C. 
Ainory,  19  Morton  place,  457  feet,  $8;  damages  $394— 
$40.50.  Uriel  Crocker,  15  Morton  place,  2.32  feet,  $8; 
damagesf$194 — $2050.  Mary  and  Annie  Wigglesworth, 
13  Morton  place,  213  feet,  $9;  damages  $183— $2100. 
Jacob  Sleeper,  corner  of  Milk  street  and  Morton 
place,  1.554  feet,  $18;  damages  $928— $28,900.  Edward 
Owight  and  others,  trustees,  comer  of  Milk  street 
and  Morton  place,  346  feet,  $2;B;  damages  $742— $8700. 
Total  24,488  feet,  $323,939;  damages  $10,661— $3.34,600. 

Alderman  Clark  asked  for  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solve and  order,  the  Committee  on  Streets  having 
considered  the  subject,  and  were  in  favor  of  the 
passage. 

Alderman  Hulbert  called  for  separate  action  on  the 
two  portions  of  the  ordei',  that  of  the  widening  of 
Arch  street  and  the  extension  of  the  street. 

The  Chair  stated  that  such  a  motion  would  not  be 
in  order,  since  the  order  mu-st  be  acted  upon  as  a 
whole,  and  as  such  must  be  concurred  in  or  rejected. 

Alderman  Gibson  inquired  what  was  designed  by 
the  extension  of  Arch  street. 

Alderman  Hulbert  replied  that  the  so-called  exten- 
sion was  through  Morton  place,  and  as  the  two  mat- 
ters wore  distinct,  and  the  expense  separate,  he 
should  prefer  to  vote  upon  them  separately. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  stated  that  there  was  but  one 
order,  and  that  could  not  be  divided. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  if  objection  was  made 
to  the  passage  of  the  whole  order,  the  proper  course 
to  pursue  would  be  to  move  to  recommit.  But  he 
hoped  such  a  motion  would  not  prevail,  for  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  action  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
at  the  present  time  in  order  that  the  abutters  might 
know  what  course  to  take. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  his  position  was  simpl3' 
this:  that  he  was  in  favor  of  one  portion  of  the  order 
and  not  in  favor  of  the  other,  believing  them  to  be 
two  distinct  questions.  He  was  oppose'!  to  the  ex- 
tension through  Morton  place.  The  argument  m 
favor  was  mainly  for  two  reasons:  that  it  could  be 
done  at  no  great  expense,  and  that  it  would  increase 
the  value  of  the  taxable  property  in  the  vicinity,  be- 
ing virtually  an  extension  of  Chauncy  street.  The 
irgument  failed  to  convince  him  that  the  sup- 
posed gain  would  be  equivalent  to  the  material  loss 
by  the  destruction  of  so  much  taxable  property.  A» 
for  the  termination  of  Chauncy  street,  it  would  be 
better  to  have  that  termination  "in  the  wide  Franklin 
street  than  in  the  narrow  Milk  street.  Franklin 
street  would  be  a  much  better  ending  than 
Milk  street  can  be,  and  he  could  see  no 
occasion  nor  necessity  for  the  proposed    extension. 

Should  it  be  said  the  expense  is  not  large,  it  is 
much  the  larger  of  the  two  measures,  the  widening 
being  some  $156,000  and  the  extension  $177,800. 
There  could  in  his  view  be  no  necessity  for  the  ex- 
tension, while  it  was  objectionable  on  account  of  the 
loss  of  taxable  property,  and  there  was  no  exigency 
in  public  travel  which  can  require  incurring  the  ex- 
pense. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  thut  the  extension  of  Arch 
street  would  cost  $170,000,  and  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  expense  would  be  returned  in  better- 
ments. The  property  to  be  taken  in  Morton  place 
was  valued  at  $8  or  $9  a  foot,  and  it  will  bear  a  large 
betterment,  for  it  will  be  worth  as  much  as  the  pro- 
perty in  Arch  or  in  Franklin  street.    It  was  a  very 
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important  improvement  being  virtually  an  extenifioTi 
of  Chauncy  street  to  Milk  street,  where  the  street 
will  be  sixty  feet  in  width,  bnt  if  delayed  much 
longer,  will  be  100  feet  wide.  It  will  make  almost  a 
straight  street  from  Milk  street  to  Roxbury,  and  after 
the  payment  of  betterments,  the  cost  "will  noi  be 
more  than  from  $75,000  to  $100,000.  As  members  of 
the  Board  might  not  be  aware  of  its  importance,  he 
invited  thenito  look  at  the  plan  of  the  extension. 

After  an  examination  of  the  plans  by  the  members 
of  the  Board,  Alderman  Brown  moved  a  recommit- 
ment of  the  order,  with  instructions  to  the  Street 
Cemmissioners  to  report  two  separate  orders  with  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  each. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, for  they  could  have  little  idea  of  the  damage  to 
owners  of  real  estate  by  delay.  Materials  had  been 
provided  and  the  owners  of  real  estate  on  Arch  street 
were  prepared  to  build  at  once,  waiting  only  for  the 
action  of  the  City  Government.  He  believed  they 
were  readj^  today  to  act  upon  the  order,  and  hoped  a 
straight  vote  w'onld  be  taken.  A  recommittal  would 
occasion  a  delay  of  two  or  three  weeks,  which  would 
occasion  a  damage  more  than  the  cost  of  putting  the 
street  through. 

He  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pass,  for  it  was 
easy  to  estimate  the  expense  of  each  measure.  The 
cost  of  widening  would  be  about  $1(58.000.  and  the 
balance  was  for  the  extension.  The  betterments 
would  bring  back  so  much  that  the  whole  expense 
would  not  exceed  $100,000.  The  opportunity  was  too 
good  a  one  to  let  slip,  and  the  project  was  as  good  as 
any  which  had  been  suggested  the  present  year.  It 
originated  with  the  Street  Commissioners,  and  it  was 
a  very  wise  measure. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  ."j  to 
7,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Brown,  Cutter,  Gibson,  Hulbert,  Qnincy. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Gaffield,  Powev,  Say- 
ward,  Stebbins. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  passage  of  the 
resolve  and  order  in  concurrence,  it  was  passed. 

WIDENING   OF   HAWLET   STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Ilawley  street  to 
forty  feet,  by  taking  land  of  sundry  persons  therein 
named,  at  an  expense  of  $277,730. 

The  several  items  of  cost  in  the  proposed  widening 
are  as  follows: 

Proprietors  of  Trinity  Church,  2530  feet,  $27— 
$08,310;  damages,  $990— total,  09,300.  Alpheus  Har- 
dy and  others,  trustees,  Nos.  07-05  Hawley  street,  782 
feet,  $12;  damages,  $466— total,  98.50.  Heirs  of  Hen- 
ry Sargent,  63-61  do.,  501  feet,  $12;  damages,  .388-- 
.$64  00.  Patrick  Donahoe,  corner  of  Franklin  street, 
829  feet,  $26;  damages,  $.596— .$22,150.  President  and 
Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  corner  of  Franklin 
street,  1368  feet,  $23;  damages,  .$966- $32,4:30.  The 
same,  a  passageway,  ;:328  feet,  $5;  damages,  $1000— 
$2640.  The  same,  Nos.  29-25  Hawley  street,  470  feet, 
.$14;  damages,  $400— $6980.  Amasa  Whiling,  Nos. 
21-19  do.,  212  feet,  $12;  damages,  $2.3C—$2780.  James 
Parker,  Nos.  15-13  do..  197  feet,  $12;  damages,  $196— 
.$2,560.  C.  F.  Shimmin  and  A.  L.  Vanzandt,  Nos.  11-9 
do.,  291  feet,  $12;  damages,  $258— $37.50.  Mary  T. 
Goddard,  corner  of  Milk  street,  1397  feet,  $22; 
damages,  $716— $31,4.50.  W.  P.  Mason  and 
C.  H.  Parker,  executors,  corner  of  Summer 
street,  7.55  feet,  $22;  damages  $1040— $17,650. 
Unknown  owners,  passageway,  77  feet,  at  ro 
expense.  E.  A.  White  and  others,  trustees,  corner  of 
Franklin  street,  492  feet,  $23;  damages,  $734  -$12,050. 
George  P.  Upham,  corner  of  Franklin  street,  6.54  feet, 
$23;  damages,  $908— $15,950.  Unknown  owners, 
Morton  court.  100  feet,  no  expense.  Mary  and  Anne 
Wigglesworth,  Nos.  36-30  Hawley  street,  253  feet, 
$14:  damages,  $:368— $3910.  George  N.  March,  Nos. 
28-22  do.,  212  feet,  $13;  damages,  $324— $:3080.  J.  P. 
Dearborn  and  Seth  liobinson,  Nos.  20-16  do.,  251  feet, 
$14;  damages,  $;3.S6— $3850.  Heirs  of  Theodore  Bart- 
lett,  No.  12do.,256  feet,  $15;  damages,  $210— $40.50. 
Jacob  Sleeper,  corner  of  Milk  street,  1193  feet,  $22; 
damages,  $654— $26,900.  Total,  13.148  feet  of  land, 
$266,944;  damages,  $10.786— $277,7:W. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  Committee  on 
Streets  had  considered  this  question,  and  they  fully 
concurred  in  the  action  of  the  Street  Commissioners. 

The  resolve  and  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

WIDENING   op  WASHINGTON   STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Washington 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Summer  street,  by  taking 
land  of  John  C.  Gray,  amounting  to  .57~><j'  feet,  at  $50 
per  foot,  and  damages  of  $525,  the  aggregate  cost 
being  $29,400. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  Committee  on 
Streets  had  considered  this  order,  and   they  believed 


it  inexpedient  to  pass  it  at  the  present  time.  They 
were  hardly  prepared  to  commence  a  widening  which 
would  require  several  years  for  its  completion,  at  a 
cost  of  a  milli<m  or  more  of  dollars.  They  believed 
it  advisable  to  allow  parties  to  go  on  and  build,  the 
owners  of  the  property  protesting  that  it  would  be  a 
material  injury  to  them  to  require  the  building  to  be 
set  back,  and  a  good  claim  for  damages  would  be 
made  in  consequence.  Tt  would  also  naturally  effect 
other  estates. 

Should  there  be  rebuilding  beyond  Avon  street,  and 
the  owners  be  required  to  set  back  their  buildings  ten 
to  fifteen  feet,  they  would  also  have  a  good  claim  for 
damages.  He  knew  something  of  such  matters,  for 
be  had  knowledge  of  suits  which  had  been  settled  for 
such  causes.  Unless  they  were  prepared  to  extend 
the  widening  to  Essex  street,  or  to  Bedford  street,  it 
would  be  inexpedient  to  make  a  commencement. 
The  .Street  Commissioners  had  sent  the  order  here, 
deeming  it  important  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Councii  on  the  subject.  He  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taken,  so  that  the  owners  can  have  the  lines 
upon  which  to  build. 

Alderman  Power  believed  they  ought  to  widen 
Washington  street  as  far  as  they  can  at  the  present 
time— as  far  as  the  fire  will  allow  it.  There  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Board  but  believed  it  to  be  but  a 
question  of  time  when  Washington  street  must  be 
widened  further  south.  It  would  be  bad  policy  to 
allow  valuables  structures  to  be  put  up  when  the  only 
expense  now  to  be  incurred  for  widening  was  for  the 
land.  There  was  nothing  more  important  or  desir- 
able to  be  done  than  the  carrying  out  of  this  improve- 
ment, and  he  was  surprised  that  a  gentleman  should 
advocate  the  widening  and  extension  of  private 
streets  and  alleys  and  allow  the  principal  thorough- 
fare not  to  be  widened  wlien  such  an  opportunity  was 
presented.  He  could  not  understand  the  policy,  and 
i)elieved  it  to  be  the  poorest  piece  of  judgment  to  act 
upon  such  a  policy. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  believed  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  had  good  reason  for  his  course.  It 
would  cost  much  more  to  cut  off  this  land  now  and 
wait  for  further  improvements  to  be  made  hereafter, 
than  it  would  to  allow  the  owner  to  build  up  and  cut  it 
off  in  the  future.  The  city  was  now  poor,  and  when  it 
gets  able,  then  it  may  require  the  owner  to  set  back 
ills  line.  If  set  back  now,  it  will  injure  his  rent,  and 
the  cost  in  interest  and  taxes  will  be  twice  as  much 
as  it  will  be  when  they  get  ready  to  put  the  street 
clear  through.  As  a  matter  of  economy,  the  cost 
will  not  amount  to  anything  worth  talkiag  about,  if 
delayed  ten  or  fifteen  years,  as  compared  with  the 
loss  and  damage  by  commencing  the  widening  at  the 
present  time. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  astonished  at  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman,  for  he  generally  consid- 
ered him  pretty  sound  in  his  views.  On  Washing- 
ton street  there  would  be  a  constant  putting  up  of 
valuable  buildings,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
economy  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  of 
rebuilding  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  street. 
A.s  to  damages  in  setting  back  estates,  he  guessed 
there  would  not  be  any.  If  Aldermen  were  preaching 
economy  in  such  matters,  let  them  go  to  some  of  the 
back  streets  they  were  widening,  and  which  were 
costing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  but  could 
not  be  the  thoroughfares  which  Washington  street 
must  continue  to  be.  There  was  no  more  valuable 
improvem.ent  In  which  the  citizens  would  more 
quietly  acquiesce  in,  than  in  the  widening  of  Wash- 
ington street  to  Essex  street.  In  the  opportunity 
.  for  widening  below  Summer  street  they  did  not 
wait,  and  this  was  one  of  the  most  important  mat- 
ters which  would  come  before  them. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  prepared  to  advocate 
the  extension  of  the  widening  of  Washington  street 
to  Essex  street,  if  thought  advisable  now,  but  not 
the  widening  of  thirty-five  feet  of  the  distance.  Sup- 
pose half  a  dozen  of  such  buildings  should  be  set 
back,  there  would  be  damages  to  pay  in  each  case, 
as  there  was  in  a  case  in  Kneeland  street,  where  the 
owners  were  paid  $:3000  or  $4000,  and  there  could  be 
no  doubt  there  would  be  large  claims  for  damages, 
amounting  to  $1.50,000  or  $200,000  in  ten  years.  Un- 
less they  were  prepared  to  make  the  entire  widening 
to  Essex  street,  it  would  be  cheaper  to  let  the  parties 
build,  and  nine-tenths  of  those  above  would  petition 
against  such  widening  of  one  building  at  a  time.  As 
it  is,  he  did  not  doubt  but  Washington  street  was 
better  for  retail  business  than  it  would  be  if  wider. 
If  all  the  widening  was  to  be  at  once,  he  would  go 
for  it.  The  owner  of  this  building  was  decidedly^  op- 
posed to  the  cutting  off,  as  it  would  be  a  serious 
damage  to  him,  and  nc  should  have  a  just  claim  for 
damages. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  did  not  doubt  every  own- 
er of  a  building  would  object  to  cutting  off  his  es- 
tate.   There  was   no   reason  why  Mr.  Gray's   objee- 
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tion  should  have  any  more  weight  than  that  of  any 
other  pei'son.  If  objection  was  made  to  this  widen- 
ing, he  could  not  see  why  there  was  any  widening  of 
the  street  below.  That  widening  would  never  have 
been  done  if  it  was  not  intended  to  widen  the  street 
above.  The  cost  of  the  widening  would  never  be  so 
low  as  it  is  today.  If  the  order  fs  passed,  then  every 
person  who  rebuilds  will  know  that  he  is  to  set 
back  his  building,  without  pressing  the  measure,  un- 
til the  whole  is  consummated.  It  should  be  done, 
for  the  street  is  blocked  every  daj'.  He  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  street  widened  to  sixty  feet,  and 
every  one  will  be  pleased  when  it  is  so  widened. 
They  should  go  on  as  far  as  the  tire  now,  and  he  was 
ahtonishcd  that  the  Committee  on  Streets  should  op- 
pose it. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  that  Summer  street  was 
the  natural  terminus  of  the  widening  of  Washington 
street.  The  widening,  by  leaving  a  jog,  would  make 
a  stopping  place  for  teams  and  an  accumulation  of 
rubbish,  aud  he  did  not  believe  that  the  proposed 
widening  to  Essex  street  would  be  accomplished  in 
twenty  years.  When  other  streets,  as  proposed,  are 
widened,  a  large  amount  of  travel  will  not  go  up 
M^asl-iington  street.  Tremont  street  will  be  widened 
T"y  taking  a  strip  of  the  Common,  and  that  will  take 
much  of  the  travel.  Down  as  far  as  the  old  State 
House  the  travel  was  much  larger.  In  a  money,  sani- 
tary and  public  point  of  view  it  would  be  better  not 
to  have  such  jogs  in  the  widening  of  the  street,  and 
the  street  would  be  neater  and  cleaner.  It  would  be 
a  wrong  step  to  widen  in  that  way,  and  he  would  not 
do  any  such  thing. 

Alderman  Power  said  betook  it  for  granted  that  no 
one  doubted  that  Wasiiington  street,  would  be  vvid- 
ctied  below  the  Inirnt  district  as  fast  as  the  buildings 
were  torn  down.  He  hoped  no  one  thonght  Boston 
would  stand  still.  Every  year  Washington  street  is 
shown  more  and  more  to  be  too  narrow.  It  is  tlie 
principal  street  and  the  fashionable  street,  and  if 
should  have  been  widened  years  ago.  No  amount  of 
widening  of  other  streets  will  change  its  character 
as  the  principal  thoroughfare.  They  might  figure  up 
the  interest  as  much  as  they  would,  and  as  a  matter 
of  economy  no  one  doubts  that  the  widening  can  be 
made  less  now  than  hereafter.  It  was  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time  as  to  the  widening,  and  it  would  be  ttn- 
wise  not  to  make  a  commencement  now. 

Alderman  Hnlbert  said  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  he  was  convinced  that  they  must 
stop  somewhere  in  the  expenditures  for  improve- 
ments. There  were  some  things  which  they  must  do. 
He  was  opposed  to  this  widening,  for  the  determined 
widening  below  was  finished  as  a  complete  whole.  If 
more  should  he  attempted  now,  it  would  be  but  an 
invitation  to  go  beyond.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
citizens  would  commend  the  proposed  widening  as 
in  accordance  with  a  good  judgment,  for  it  would 
leave  a  blemish  on  the  looks  of  the  street.  It  was  an 
open  question  whether  it  would  be  completed  in 
three,  five  or  ten  years,  and  the  extra  expense  of  cut- 
ting off  buildings  would  be  small  in  comparison  with 
the  consequences  which  would  grow  out  of  widening 
gradually.  The  city  was  not  able  or  prepared  at  pres- 
ent to  make  the  whole  widening,  and  he  would  prefer 
to  leave  it  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Gibson  repeated  that  mnch  of  the  travel 
would  be  kept  back  from  Washington  street  by  the 
widening  of  other  streets.  Heretofore  with  narrow- 
streets,  travel  had  been  forced  into  Washington 
street,  and  he  believed  that  now  Washington  street 
would  have  as  much  room  as  would  be  i-equired. 
It  was  better  to  see  things  moving.  The  opening  and 
widening  of  other  avenues  would  be  ample  for  the 
travel  for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  and  with  the  retaining 
of  taxable  property  with  the  interest  which  would  be 
saved,  he  would  guarantee  the  amount  would  pay  the 
entire  cost  of  cutting  off  buildings,  when  it  should 
become  necessary  to  widen  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  did  not  make  any  differ- 
ence how  many  avenues  there  were  opened  or  widen- 
ed, for  there  was  no  more  reason  to  expect  Wash- 
ington street  would  be  abandoned  as  a  fashionable 
street  than  there  was  for  ladies  to  wear  bonnets  that 
were  worn  twenty  years  ago.  The  travel  will  go 
there.  He  would  not  advocate  the  immediate  widen 
ing  of  Washington  street  to  Essex  street,  but  as  far 
as  it  is  burned  he  would  widen  it,  aud  he  would 
make  all  beyond  set  their  buildings  back  when 
changes  were  made,  which  could  be  done  in  a  few 
years  at  little  expense.  By  so  doing,  millions  of 
dollars  would  be  saved.  Nothing  would  be  more 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in  by  the  citizens,  and  it  was 
as  desirable  as  anything  has  been  or  can  be. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  order,  which  wa.-* 
non-concnrred  in  by  a  vote  of  2  to  10,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Power,  Sayward. 

Nays — Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery.  Gaf- 
field,  Gibson,  Huibert,  Quincy,  Stebbius. 


COMMUNICATION     PROM     THE    COMMISSIONERS     UNDER 
THE   LOAN  ACT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor, 
transmitting  the  report  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  "act  to  enable  the  city  of  Boston 
to  issue  its  bonds  for  certain  purposes,"  as  follows: 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston — The  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  by  virtue  of  an  act  to  enable  the 
city  of  Boston  to  issue  its  bonds  for  certain  purposes, 
respectfully  report- 
That  they  were  duly  qualified  and  gave  bonds,  in 
compliance  with  the  act  and  with  the  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  26th  day  of  December, 
1872.  and  on  the  28th  day  of  the  same  month  gave 
notice  through  the  newspapers  that  they  were  ready 
10  receive  proposals  in  writing  for  the  loan  of  money 
upon  first  mortgage  to  the  owners  of  land,  the  build- 
ings upon  which  were  bumed  by  the  fire  in  this  city 
on  the  9th  and  10th  days  of  November  last,  and  that 
They  might  be  found  at  their  oftice  in  City  Hall,  daily, 
from  ten  to  eleven  o'clock  A.  M. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  they  ap- 
pointed George  P  Lovering  clerk  of  the  board  on 
I  he  28th  day  of  December  last,  and  a  record  has  been 
kept  of  their  doings,  which  record  has  always  been 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  of  the  City  Council. 

In  order  to  fix  accurately  and  by  proper  evidence 
1  lie  limits  of  the  bunied  district,  to  which  the  act  was 
lestricted,  the  City  Surveyor  was  requested  to  fur- 
nish to  this  board  a  map  or  plan  of  a  portion  of  the 
city  and  to  give  the  lines  which  would  include  the 
land  the  buildings  upon  which  were  burned  by  the 
fire.  He  was  requested  to  mark  upon  the  plan  the 
changes  made  by  the  Street  Commissioners  in  widen- 
ing and  straightening  streets,  and  to  place  upon  each 
lot  of  land  the  name  of  the  owner  at  the  time  of  the 
fire,  the  area  in  square  feet,  and  the  valuation  of  the 
land,  exclusive  of  buildings,  by  the  Assessors  on  the 
1st  day  of  May,  1872.  With  this  plan  before  them  the 
board  had  a  (-listinct  view  of  the  premises  covered  by 
their  commission. 

At  an  early  day  the  board  decided  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  special  reasons  the  value  of  the  land  should 
be  the  limit  to  the  amount  to  be  loaned  in  each  case, 
and  that  all  papers  and  titles  should  be  passed  upon 
and  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and  that  policies 
of  insurance  upon  the  buildings  should  be  made  pay- 
able to  the  city. 

The  commissioners  have  attended  at  their  room  in 
City  Hall  a  portion  of  each  day  from  Dec.  28,  1872, 
and  the  clerk  of  the  board  has  been  in  constant  at- 
tendance. Printed  blanks  were  prepared  to  be  filled 
np  and  signed  by  parties  applying  for  loans  in  order 
to  keep  in  permanent  form  the  statements  upon 
which  action  might  be  had. 

Two  millions  of  square  feet  of  land,  excluding  all 
streets  and  passageways,  were  burned  over  by  the 
fire.  The  average  assessed  value  of  these  estates  was 
fourteen  dollars  a  square  foot.  About  two  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  square  feet  will  be  taken  to  widen 
and  straighten  streets,  and  the  cost  of  rebuilding 
may  be  estimated  at  $25,000,000.  The  value  of  the 
buildings  burned  did  not  exceed  two-thirds  of  this 
sum,  but  the  expense  of  building  is  much  higher 
than  fiu'inerly,  and  larger  and  more  expensive  struct- 
ures will  be  erected  in  some  portions  of  the  district. 
Applications  and  inquiries  have  been  made  by  many 
parries,  but  the  delays  necessarily  incident  to  the 
state  of  the  season  and  to  fixing  the  lines  of  the 
streets,  have  been  such  that  the  commissioners  can- 
not form  any  accurate  estimate  of  the  amount  which 
would  have  been  called  for  under  this  act. 

One  half  of  the  estates  on  the  bumed  district,  ac- 
cording to  the  Assessor's  valuation,  is  owned  by  fifty- 
seven  persons,  trustees  or  corporations,  the  least 
valuation  being  .f  100,000,  and  the  greatest,  $899,000. 
The  other  estates  are  valued  from  $3500,  the  lowest, 
to  $98,000  the  highest,  and  are  owned  by  a  great 
number  of  parties.  The  commissioners  have  had 
conferences  with  the  representatives  of  banking 
houses  abroad,  in  reference  to  negotiating  the  loan 
authorized,  hut  no  arrangements,  either  to  borrow 
the  money  on  behalf  of  the  city,  or  to  make  loans  uu 
der  the  act  had  been  completed,  when  the  board  was 
notified  on  the  7th  February,  1873,  that  a  petition  to 
restrain  the  city  from  issuing  bonds  under  the  act 
had  been  tiled  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  As 
the  court  upon  that  petition  on  the  14th  day  of  March 
decided  that  the  act  was  unconstitutional,  this 
board  has  no  authority  to  act. 

The  commissioners  annex  to  this  report  one  of  the 
blank  forms  of  applications  adopted  by  them,  and 
they  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  incidental  ex- 
penses incurred,  all  of  which  were  for  advertising, 
blanks,  books  of  records,  stationery  and  postage 
stamps.  The  act  provides  that  the  compensation  of 
the  clerk  of  the    board  shall  be  fixed  by  the  City 
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Council  and  paid  by   the  city,  and  we  respectfully  re- 
fer this  subject  to  the  City  Council. 

We  transmit  to  the  City  Council  all  the  records  and 
papers  of  the  commissions.  For  ourselves  we  re- 
spectfully request  that  no  action  be  taken  by  the  City 
Council  upon  the  clause  of  the  act  which  jn-ovides 
that  the  commissioners  shall  receive  such  compensa- 
tion for  their  services  as  shall  be  fixed  by  tlie  City 
Council  to  be  paid  by  the  city,  as  we  prefer  that  these; 
services  be  not  made  a  matter  of  pecuniary  compcn 
sation. 

(Signed  by),  William  Gray,  Otis  Norcross  and  J.  G. 
Abbott,  as  commissioners. 

Boston,  Mat-ch  17,  3873. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims  and  sent  down 
for  concurrence. 

REPORT   OP   THE   COCHITUATE     WATER  BOARD,    ON    AD- 
DITIONAL    SUPPLY   OF   WATER. 

A  report  was  laid  before  the  Board  in  print,  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  on  an  additional  supply  of 
water  for  this  city. 

The  Committee  of  the  Board  on  Additional  Water 
Supply  state  that  immediately  after  the  acceptance 
of  the  Legislative  act,  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston 
to  receive  an  additional  supply  of  water  from  Sud- 
bury River,  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  gave  such 
attention  to  the  subject  as  would  secure  temporary 
advantages  from  this  source. 

This  being  accomplished,  the  engineer  employed 
upon  that  work  (our  present  efficient  City  Engineer) 
was  authorized  to  make  such  surveys  and  estimates 
as  would  lead  to  an  Intelligent  decision  upon  the 
most  feasible  route  for  the  construction  of  a  new  and 
independent  conduit,  which  will  give  us  the  perma- 
nent advantages  which  the  Sudbnry  River  is  so 
bundantly  able  to  furnish. 

These  surveys  being  made,  the  board  sent  for  Mr. 
E.  S.  Chesbrough  of  Chicago  (the  accomplished  engi- 
neer under  whose  direction  our  present  works  were 
constructed),  to  examine  the  proposed  route,  and 
pass  his  judgment  npon  the  plans. 

Mr.  Chesbrough  cheerfully  responded  to  our  invi- 
tation, and  spent  several  days  upon  the  work. 

The  extended  report  of  the  engineer,  and  the  com- 
ments of  Mr.  Chesbrough,  are  submitted  herewith. 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  city,  and  the  certain  pros- 
pects of  unprecedented  increase  in  the  immediate 
future,  render  it  nnnecessary  to  make  any  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  object. 

This  board  would  ask  the  early  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
suggest  that  an  appropriation  of  $.500,000  be  made, 
and  the  work  commenced  without  delay. 

The  Engineers'  preliminary  report  considers  the 
question  of  the  need  of  an  additional  supply,  particu- 
larly from  the  experience  gained  during  the  dry  sea- 
son of  1871,  the  consumption  having  nearly  equalled 
the  supply  to  the  lake  as  far  back  as  18S0. 

Taking  Into  consideration  the  evaporation  from 
water  surfaces,  it  will  be  found  that  a  yearly  collec- 
tion of  twelve  Inches  of  rain  npon  the  Cochituate 
water  shed  will  furnish  a  dally  supply  of  about  10.- 
000,000  gallons,  and  to  equalize  the  delivery  to  the 
conduit  a  storage  capacity  equal  to  at  least  five  and  a 
half  feet  in  depth,  above  the  flow-line  of  the  conduit 
(taken  at  four  feet  above  the  bottom)  would  be  re- 
quired. 

The  actual  storage  capacity  of  the  lake  Is  equal  to 
a  depth  of  nine  feet  four  inches  above  this  flow-line, 
and,  under  the  circumstances  supposed,  would  admit 
of  an  mcrease  of  the  consumption,  from  the  accumu- 
lation of  previous  years,  of  about  2,000,000  gallons 
daily,  giving  a  total  daily  supply  of  19,000,000  gal- 
lons. 

During  1871  the  restrictions  upon  the  use  of  water 
have  been  quite  rigid,  and  a  careful  inspection  has 
been  maintained  to  prevent  waste;  yet  the  average 
dally  consumption  has  been  nearly  14,000,000  gallons, 
or  two  millions  per  day  more  than  the  source  can  be 
relied  upon  to  yield  in  a  year  of  light  rainfall 

After  an  examination  of  a  great  number  of  sources 
of  water  supply.  It  was  decided  to  ask  for  a  charter 
granting  the  right  to  take  water  from  the  Charles  or 
Sudbury  River.  Deducting  three  square  miles  for 
water  surfaces,  to  offset  the  evaporation  from  the 
storage  basins,  the  drainage  area  of  the  Sudbury 
River  above  the  outlet  of  Farm  Pond  is  seventy 
square  miles,  twelve  inches  In  depth  upon  which 
would  provide  a  supply  of  forty  million  gallons  per 
day.  Tables  are  given  to  show  the  rainfall  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  It  Is  assumed  that  the  storage 
must  be  increased  to  provide  for  a  capacity  equal  to 
more  than  four  hundred  and  sixty  days'  supply.]  Sur- 
veys have  been  made  of  seven  storage  basins,  which 
are  shown  upon  a  plate.  These,  together  with  Farm 
Pond  and  Whitehall  Pond  (a  reservoir  built  by  the 
city  in  connection  with  the  Cochituate  works,  to  pro- 
vide compensation  water  for  the  mills),  give  a  total 


storage  of  about  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  million 
cubic  feet.  It  Is  believed  that  with  these  reservoirs 
Sudbury  River  may  be  relied  upon  to  furnish  a  daily 
.supply  of  forty  millions,  and  with  the  usual  or  aver- 
age conditions  of  rainfall  and  absorption  about  fifty 
millions  gallons  per  day. 

From  thorough  examination  of  the  water,  the  con- 
clusions are  drawn  that  usually  the  water  of  the  Sud- 
bury River  is  clear  and  pure,  and  well  suited  for  a 
domestic  supply;  second,  that  although  subject,  like 
all  rivers,  to  temporary  impurity  of  a  vegetable  ori- 
gin, that  Impurity  may  be  reduced  to  a  harmless  and 
iiuippreciable  quantity  by  exposure  to  the  air  In  stor- 
age basins  and  the  conduit. 

A  number  of  trial  lines  have  been  surveyed  to  as- 
certain the  best  line  for  the  conduit.  The  best  point 
and  method  for  crossing  Charles  River  is  still  a  mat- 
ter of  doubt.  In  the  length  of  IdYz  miles  there  are 
8100  lineal  feet  of  tunnels,  7900  feet  of  siphons,  and 
1400  of  conduit  supported  on  arches. 

The  necessity  of  soon  beginning  the  work  of  con- 
struction Is  urged,  and  it  is  said  It  will  require,  at 
best,  three  seasons,  and  more  probably  four,  to  build 
the  new  works.  By  the  time  they  are  completed  the 
consumption  in  the  city  will  have  very  materially  in- 
creased, and  from  two  causes;  first,  by  removal  of  re- 
strictions upon  the  use  of  water;  second,  by  the  nat- 
ural increase  in  the  number  of  water  takers,  and  In 
the  use  for  trade  and  manufacturing  purposes.  While 
all  effective  measures  to  prevent  2vaste  should  be  ap- 
plied, It  is  evidently  for  the  interest  of  all  that  re- 
.stiictions  upon  the  legitimate  vse  of  water  should  be 
removed  as  soon  as  a  sutlicient  supply  can  be  provid- 
ed. The  use  of  hand  hose  and  the  playing  of  foun- 
tains, under  proper  regulations,  should  be  encouraged 
rather  than  prohibited,  not  only  for  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  people,  but  also  as  conducing  to  their 
sanitary  welfare. 

For  the  past  two  years  the  cousuinption  has  been 
kept  at  its  lowest  limits  by  the  enforcement  of  rigid 
measures,  therefore  from  this  time,  even  with  a  con- 
tinuance of  those  measures,  it  must  Increse  in  about 
the  same  ratio  as  the  number  of  water  takers  increases. 
If  this  ratio  prove  to  be  seven  percent,  per  year,  as  for 
the  past  two  years  (in  1870  It  was  fourteen  per  cent.,) 
or  twenty-two  per  cent,  in  three  years,  it  will  tax 
the  Cochituate  conduit  to  its  utmost  capacity  to 
maintain  the  supply  till  the  new  conduit  can  be 
I  eady  for  use,  e\'en  If  the  work  of  construction  can 
be  at  once  begun.  The  increase  in  consumption 
during  1872  has  been  eight  per  cent. 

The  estimated  cost  of  works  as  now  designed,  ex- 
cluding Interest  upon  money  during  construction, 
and  water  damages  (for  reckoning  the  value  of  which 
there  seems  to  be  no  well-determined  basis),  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Three  storage  ba.sins, dams,  etc .$49.5,000  00 

Wooden  pipes  connecting  dams 70,200  00 

Work  at  Farm  Pond 8,.')00  00 

Conduit,   including    gate    chambere,   waiste 

wiers,   culverts,  siphons    with   one  line  of 

JS-inch  pipes,  inlet  chambere,  tunnels,  etc..  3,497,300  00 
Pipe  in  Bradlee  Basin  to  connect  the   conduit 

with  reservoir  outlet  chamber 72,318  00 

Land  damages,  including  mill  propertytaken.  375,000  00 
Superintendence ; 270,000  00 

Total .$4,788,318  00 

The  appendix  to  the  report  Is  substantially  that 
made  verbally  to  the  Water  Board,  Feb.  Vi,  1872,  and 
contains  speculations  upon  the  probable  growth  and 
future  wants  of  the  city.  In  their  estimates,  in  1920 
Boston  %vill  contain  a  population  of  860,000,  and  al- 
lowance must  be  made  for  a  large  Increase  through 
annexation.  A  supply  should  then  be  made  for  a 
population  of  1,000,000  of  people.  An  allowance  of 
sixty  gallons  for  each  person  requires  a  total  supply 
of  sixty  million  gallons  daily,  of  which  fully  twelve 
million  will  be  furnished  from  Lake  Cochituate  and 
about  forty-eight  million  must  be  obtained  from  new 
sources. 

The  estimate  of  cost  of  the  complete  works  required 
to  secure  this  supply  and  convey  It  to  the  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir  is  $.5,1.50,000. 

The  Sudbury  water  can  be  delivered  to  the  reser- 
voir by  gravitation  and  no  special  operating  expenses 
are  required. 

Interest  upon  $5,150,000  at  6  per  cent $309,000  00 

Cost  of  delivering  14,600,000,000  gallons 309,000  00 

Cost  of  delivering  1,000,000  gallons 2117 

The  advantages  of  this  source  are:  first,  it  will  sup- 
ply a  water  free  from  all  danc;erous  impurities  and 
liable  only  to  such  temporary  impurity  of  vegetable 
origin  as  is  found  at  times  in  the  waters  of  all  rivers 
flowing  through  farm  lands;  second,  it  has  just  suffi- 
cient elevation  to  furnish  its  supply  by  gravitation; 
third,  the  cost  per  million  of  gallons  delivered  from 
it  is  low. 

The  best  point  for  taking  water  from  the  Charles 
River  for  the  supply  of  Boston   is  between  Newton 
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Ordered,  That  the  time  for  erecting  a  building 
upon  the  lot  of  land  on  East  Dedham  street,  as  sold 
by  the  city  in  April,  1871,  to  Rand  &  Blake,  be  ex- 
tended for  two  years  from  May  1,  1873,  upon  condi- 
tions that  the  sum  of  $300  be  paid  to  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Lands,  within  ten  days  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  t^uincy,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Library,  made  a  report  that  a  very  valuable 
library  is  now  offered  for  sale  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  library,  which  said  board  are  desirous  of 
purchasing,  it  being  an  opportunity  not  often  occur- 
ring of  securing  rare  works.  The  committee  concur 
in  the  views  of  the  board  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
purchase,  and  to  effect  it  will  require  at  this  time  a 
sum  of  $15,000  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  appro- 
priation in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  unappropriated, 
and  they,  therefore,  would  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  which  has  received  the 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  at  a  meeting 
held  this  day: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  unexpend- 
ed balances  of  the  present  financial  year  1872-73,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $1.5,000  to  the  ai)propriation  for 
Public  Library. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

OBDEKS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendents  of  Wagons  and 
Hacks  be  directed  to  notify  the  owneis  of  wagons  and 
hacks  having  stands  on  Tiemont  street,  between  Win- 
ter street  and  ScoHay  square,   that  no  licenses  will 
be  granted  to  them   to   stand  withtheir  wagons  and 
hacks  on  that  portion  of  Tremont  street  after  July  1, 
1873. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  directed  to 
close    Hawley    street     adjacent    to   Trinity    Church 
against  public  travel,  during  the  removal  of  the  walls 
of  said  church. 

Ordered,   that    the  Superintendent    of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common   sewer  in   Summer 
street,  and  report   a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof 
to  this  Board. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,   That    the    Superintent  of  Faneuil    Hall 
Market  be  authorized  to  employ  one   deputj;,  subject 
to   the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to   assist  him  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  ottice. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 
Ordered,  That  the    Joint  Special    Committee    on 
Suffolk-street  District,  be  authorized    to  exercise    all 
the  powers  with  reference  to    the    settlement  of    es- 
tates taken  by  the  city  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter three  hundred  and  eight  of  the   acts   of  the   year 
1867,  that  were  conferred  upon  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittees of  the  City  Council  on  the  Church-street  Dis- 
trict during  the  years  18()8.  1869  and  1870. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Henry  W.  Dntton  & 
Son  the  sum  of  $25,295,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Washington  street,  by 
a  resolve  and   order  of  the  Street   Commissioners, 


Dec.  16, 1872,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged 
to  the  Burnt-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  Ann 
G.  Frothingham  the  sum  of  $265,  for  land  taken  in 
the  name  of  a  person  or  persons  unknown,  a  portion 
of  Suffolk  place,  and  any  and  all  damages  occasioned 
said  heirs  on  account  of  said  taking  by  the  widening 
of  Bedford  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the 
Street  Commissioners,  Jan.  23,  1873,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations  for 
Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Caleb  Stetson  and 
Samuel  Atherton  the  sum  of  $81  for  land  taken,  in 
the  name  of  Bben  B.  Phillips,  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  said  taking  by  the  widening  of  Purchase 
street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners December  23,  1872,  upon  the  usual  conditions, 
to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  certain  portions  of  a  building 
owned  by  William  |S.  Perry,  and  situated  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Congress  and  Lindall  streets,  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  are  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  a 
public  nuisance  and  to  endanger  life  and  limb;  and, 
whereas,  the  said  owner  is  without  the  State,  and  the 
agent  is  unknown ;  it  is  therefore  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  direct- 
ed to  serve  a  notice  ordering  the  owner  or  agent  to 
lemove  the  dangerous  portions  of  said  building  forth- 
with, said  notice  to  bo  served  by  posting  a  copy  of 
the  same  on  said  dangerous  structure,  and  advertis- 
ing in  one  or  more  public  newspapers  printed  in  the 
city  of  Boston;  and  in  case  the  owner  or  agent  refuses 
or  "neglects  to  comply  with  the  order  before  twelve  of 
the  clock  at  noon  of  the  19th  day  of  the  present 
month,  then  said  Inspector  of  Buildings  is  authorized 
to  enter  upon  the  said  premises  and  remove  the  por- 
tions of  said  building  which  are  dangerous;  all  the 
expenses  incurred  thereby  to  be  paid  by  said  owner, 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Saratoga  street,  between  Bremen  and  Swift 
streets.    Hearing  Monday  next,  four  o'clock. 

On  petition  of  the  Times  Publishing  Company  for 
permission  to  erect  and  use  a  stationery  engine  in 
Nos.  12  and  14  School  street.  Hearing  Monday, 
April  7,  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  an  order,  which  was 
read  once,  providing  for  obtaining  legislative  authoi'- 
ity  to  take  land  on  Parker's  Hill  for  reservoir  pur- 
poses. The  cost  of  the  proposed  measure  he  did  not 
know,  but  he  supposed  it  was  a  part  of  the  plans  of 
the  Water  Board  for  a  further  water  supply. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Commitee  on 
Water. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  estab- 
lishing the  salary  of  the  City  Physician  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Salaries,  which  has  the  whole  subject  of  salaries 
under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  the  Board  adjourned  it  be  to  Thursday,  at  one 
o'clock. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    30,    1873. 


An  adjonniecl  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  this  afternoon,  at  one  o'clock,  Alderman 
Cutter,  the  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND   l.^lfEERED. 

Charles  CuUis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Union  avenue.  Ward  16. 

Mrs.  Cecilia  Lewis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Dunreath  place. 

Blanchard  &  Snow,  for  leave  to  add  sixteen  stalls 
to  their  stable  on  Endicott  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Stillman  street. 

John  S.  Blair,  for  leave  to  occnpy  a  brick  and  wood 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Bristol  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

UNriNISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  pay  John  Ward  $1305  90  for  land  taken  in 
ihe  name  of  Margaret  Ward,  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  and  extending  of  Emerson 
street ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widen- 
ing Streets. 

Order  to  pay  Michael  H.  Gleeson  $16,000  for  his 
estate  at  the  corner  of  Summer  and  Hi^h  streets,  sur- 
rendered to  the  city,  and  taken  for  the  widening  of 
Summer  street ;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District 
loan. 

Order  to  pay  Thomas  E.  Proctor  $14,095  for  land 
taken  and  ail  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
High  street;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  loan. 

Order  to  pay  Anna,  wife  of  Patrick  Coalman, 
$.387  50,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned 
by  the  widening  of  Blue  Hill  avenue;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Widening  Streets. 

Order  to  pay  Timothy  Remick  and  C.  K.  Richmond 
$3275  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Purchase  street;  to  be  charged  to  the 
Burnt  District  Loan. 

Order  to  pay  Timothy  Remick  $.3248  for  land  taken 
and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Pur- 
chase street;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District 
Loan. 

Ordered,  That  $13  74  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Mary  G.  Pickering  for  a  sewer  in  Otis  place; 
also  the  same  amount  be  abated  from  assessment  of 
R.  E.  Apthorp  for  the  same  sewer;  also  that  $17  be 
abated  from  the  assessment  of  Henry  W.  Gill,  and 
the  same  amount  of  Ephraim  H.  Dennett  for  the 
sewer  in  Palmer  street;  also  that  the  collection  of  the 
assessment  of  $41  17  levied  upon  Michael  Doherty  for 
a  sewer  in  Newman  street  be  postponed  till  entry  is 
made  into  the  sewer;  also  that  the  sum  of  $618  47  be 
abated  from  John  R.  Hall  for  a  sewer  on  Eighth 
street,  and  $50(i  48  be  assessed  upon  William  Somers, 
and  $111  99  be  assessed  upon  Thomas  M.  Stevens. 

Order  on  request  of  the  School  Committee,  author- 
izing the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to  pur- 
chase as  a  site  for  a  primary  school  three  lots  of  land 
on  Marlborough  street,  between  Gloucester  and  Fair- 
tield  streets,  owned  by  Harvey  Jewell,  and  containing 
8064  square  feet  of  land;  also  two  lots  adjoining  the 
same,  owned  by  Frederick  Pope,  containing  5376 
square  feet,  the  expense  of  purchasing  said  lots  not 
to  exceed  $36,000;  also  an  order  authorizing  the 
Treasurer  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $36,000,  to  be  applied 
for  the  purchase  of  said  land  for  a  primary  school 
site  in  Ward  6. 

Alderman  Gaffield  stated  in  explanation  that  there 
was  no  schoolhouse  within  a  great  distance  of  the  lo- 
cality, and  many  of  the  citizens  there  were  desirous 
that  there  should  be  a  public  school  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, which  was  supposed  to  be  such  that  the  people 
intended  mainly  to  send  their  children  to  private 
schools.  It  was  not  designed  to  erect  a  schoolhouse 
the  present  year,  but  to  secure  the  site  and  procure 
plans  and  estimates  for  a  house. 

Tlie  order  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

REPORTS  OP    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows:  Ju- 
bilee Singers,  to  give  concerts  at  Tremont  Temple 
and  Music  Hall  March  19,  22  and  26;  J.  Hodgkinson, 
to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  Scripture  subjects 
at  Bumstead  Hall,  March  24-27;  Anna  Mehlig,  to  give 
concerts  at  Mechanics'  Hall;  Sidney  Woollett,  to  give 
readings  at  Tremont  Temple,  March  20;    James    M. 


Flynii,  to  give  a  dramatic  entertainment  at  the  St. 
James  Theatre,  March  20.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  petition  of  Frederick  S.  Wright 
for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  and  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Sixth  street  below  P  street.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  an  order  was 
passed  that  licenses  to  keep  intelligence  offices  in 
this  city  heretofore  granted  to  R.  B.  Chamberlain,  24 
Tremont  row,  and  to  Ivory  Goodwin  &  Co.,  56  Wash- 
ington street,  were,  revoked  for  cause. 

ADDITIONAL   STREET-IMPROVEMENT    LOAN. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
made  a  report  that  in  their  judgment  an  additional 
loan  of  $2,000,000  should  be  granted,  to  be  added  to 
the  loan  of  $3,000,000  already  authorized  foi-  street 
improvements  in  the  Burnt  District.  Orders  have 
already  passed  the  City  Council  for  widening  streets 
in  the  district,  amounting  to  $1,079,888  .50. 

The  widening  and  extending  of  the  following- 
named  streets  have  passed  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  are  now 
awaiting  the  action  of  the  Common  Council : 

Federal  street $341,869 

Congress  street 314,795 

Milk  street 297,462 

Franklin  street 314,892 

Pearl  street 170,300 

Oliver  street 131,?20 

Hawley  street 277,730 

A'-ch  street 334  6U0 

!f2,382,868 

The  total  amount  of  these  improvements  already 
authorized  and  now  before  the  City  Council  is  $3,462,- 
7.5()  56. 

The  remaining  street  improvements,  as  proposed 
within  the  burnt  district,  and  immediately  connected 
therewith,  will,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  at 
this  time  require  a  further  loan  of  $2,000,000. 

This,  with  the  previous  loans  authorized,  will 
make  a  total  loan  of  $5,000,000. 

They  would  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order,  making  an  additional  loan 
of  $2,000,000. 

Signed  by  Alderman  Clark. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $2,000,000;  the  same 
to  be  added  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan,  making  a 
total  loan  of  $5,000,000. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

C    MMISSIONER   OF   THE   SINKING  TtlND. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  Commissioner 
of  the  Sinking  Funa,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  reelection  of  Newton  Talbot  for  two  years. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  tht  Board  proceeded 
to  a  ballot,  when  Mr.  Talbot  was  reelected  by  a 
ananimous  vote. 

ORDERS    PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Calvin 
P.  Elliot,  lieutenant  of  police,  twenty-tlve  cents  per 
dav  for  each  and  every  day  between  the  9th  of  March 
and  the  2:3d  of  December,  1872,  on  account  of  extra 
service  while  acting  as  lieutenant  with  the  rank  of 
sergeant. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $700  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is  abated  from  the  betterment  of  $1500  assess- 
ed upon  the  estate  of  Anna  M.  Amory  on  Lamartinc 
street,  by  an  order  of  this  Board  of  November  20, 
1871,  on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  said  street;  also 
by  an  order  of  this  Board  December  10,  1869,  leaving 
the  assessment  now  due  upon  the  said  estate  at  $800, 
upon  condition  of  the  paymant  of  said  assessment 
now  remaining  upon  said  estate  by  the  said  Anna  M. 
Amory  to  the  city. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  Burditt  &  Williams  for 
$5  for  material  furnished  in  February,  1872,  be  paid, 
provided  it  is  approved  and  allowed  in  the  usual 
manner. 

WIDENING  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Alderman  Power  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
rejection  of  the  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  widening  of  Washington  street,  at  the  corner 
of  Summer  street,  by  taking  land  of  John  C.  Gray. 

In  making  the  motion,  he  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
debate  the  question,  and  should  ask  to  have  the  mat- 
ter laid  on  the  table  should  the  motion  prevail. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, the  Street  Committee  having  fully  considered 
the  subject,  and  were  opposed  to  it,  and  the  Board 
having  determined  against  the  widening  by  a  vote  of 
10  to  2.  The  citizens  did  not  want  nor  demand 
it,  nor  expect  an  expenditure  which  would  cost  $2,000,- 
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OCO  or  |3,000,00().  Such  an  improvement  would  be 
better  delayed  a  while,  mid  before  widening  above, 
the  widening  of  Washington  street  should  be  com- 
pleted, down  to  CornhiU.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  ]5oard  would  adhere  to  its  action  already  taken. 

Alderman  Power  believed  the  matter  had  not  been 
well  considered,  and  he  wished  to  have  it  laid  on  the 
tab.e,  that  a  fair  chance  be  given  for  its  consideration. 
As  to  the  motiort  for  a  reconsideration  when  there  i> 
a  large  vote  against  any  measure,  it  was  no  unusual 
thing,  for  he  had  known  of  such  a  motion  when  there 
was  a  vote  of  eleven  in  opposition,  and  those  who 
were  in  the  majority  afterwards  expressed  an  opinion 
against  their  votes.  It  would  be  no  inconvenience  to 
lay  the  matter  on  the  table  for  a  week,  for  no  one 
could  build  at  present  as  it  would  take  over  a  week 
to  take  down  the  walls  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Clark  disagreed  with  the  Alderman  as  to 
the  matter  of  delay,  for  the  parties  were  in  a  hurry, 
and  a  delay  of  a  week  or  a  fortnight  would  be  a  great 
inconvenience  to  the  owner  and  the  tenants  in  pro- 
ceeding with  the  work  of  rebuilding.  If  the  vote  had 
been  6  and  (i  there  might  be  some  reason  for  a  recon- 
sideration. The  Alderman  said  he  did  not  know, 
but  it  happened  to  him,  as  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  he  did  understand  the  subject  thoroughly, 
and  that  the  parties  were  in  a  hurry,  and  if  delay  was 
occasioned,  there  could  be  nothing  done  before  the 
1st  of  May. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  would  not  say  anything  to 
reflect  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  but  he  be- 
lieved some  of  them  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to 
consider  the  matter,  and  nothing  would  be  lost  by  a 
delay  till  Monday.  It  was  proper  to  say  that  he  did 
not  know  anything  about  it  until  it  was  brought  be 
fore  the  Board,  and  although  the  vote  was  nearly 
unanimous,  in  some  other  cases  it  proved,  where 
there  Was  so  unanimous  a  vote,  that  they  were  wrong. 
Nobody  was  waiting  and  there  could  be  no  inconven- 
ience in  a  delay  of  ten  days.  It  was  his  object  that 
members  of  the  Board  could  see  how  the  matter  stands. 

Alderman  Sayward  hoped  the  matter  would  be  re- 
considered, for  in  other  cases  there  had  been  delays 
for  months.  Members  of  the  Board  sometimes 
change  their  minds,  for  in  one  case,  where  there  was 
a  vote  of  11  to  1,  on  the  next  day  the  vote  was  6 
to  6.  He  voted  in  the  minority  and  hoped  the  motion 
would  prevail,  for  there  could  be  no  inconvenience  in 
a  delay  till  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Clark  said  "he  had  no  other  interest  in 
the  case  than  had  other  aldermen,  but  he  had  been 
assured  by  the  architect  that  a  delay  would  be  of  the 
greatest  injury  to  the  owner.  He  knew  what  he  was 
talking  about,  and  while  it  was  true  that  Boards  of 
Aldermen  change  from  year  to  year,  if  there  was  any 
probability  of  a  reconsideration,  ho  wouid  not  op- 
pose the  motion.  The  parties  wish  to  know  what 
their  lines  will  be,  that  they  may  be  able  to  make 
their  contracts.  If  it  was  desired  to  widen  now  from 
Dover  street  to  Cornhill,  he  might  be  willing  to  go 
with  them,  at  an  expense  of  $10,000,000  or  |15,000,- 
100,  but  he  did  not  consider  it  expedient  to  com- 
mence a  widening  which  would  require  several  years. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  would  like  to  allow  the 
largest  opportunity  for  considering  the  questions, 
and  if  any  one  was  groping  in  the  dark,  he  would  not 
object  to  delay.  No  member  of  the  board  could  be 
in  want  of  information,  and  a  delay  must  be  for  per- 
sons outside  of  themselves. 

Alderman  Power  inquired  if  the  Alderman  knew 
how  many  old  buildings  there  were  on  Washington 
street  which  would  be  taken  down  to  be  rebuilt? 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  there  were  several 
buildings  put  up  last  year  whicli  if  cut  off  would  sub- 
ject the  city  to  $50,000  damages. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Aldermen  could  not 
know  how  many  buildings  might  be  rebuilt  on  the 
line  the  present  year,  and  to  allow  rebuilding  before 
widening  was  commenced  might  cost  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  future.  The  widening  could  never  be 
done  at  so  low  a  price  as  it  can  be  today,  and  if  econ- 
omy is  the  object  they  should  do  as  the  Street  Com- 
missioners wish  to  have  them.  For  what  purpose 
should  such  men  be  selected  to  consider  street  im- 
provements if  they  were  not  to  be  heeded,  employed 
for  that  very  purpose,  and  it  was  understood  they 
were  unanimous  in  favor  of  it.  He  wished  further 
time  for  himself  and  others  to  consider  what  the 
Commissioners  ask  them  to  do. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  Street  Commission- 
ers were  not  unanimous  for  the  widening  proposed. 
One  of  them  was  opposed,  and  another  was  about 
three-quarters  against  it.  He  did  not  believe  there 
would  l)e  many  new  buildings  put  up  on  Washington 
street  this  year,  for  since  the  squelching  of  the  right 
of  the  city  to  issue  bonds,  it  would  add  five  years  to 
the  rebuilding  of  the  burnt  district.  The  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  would  prove  to  be  a  serious  in- 
jury to  building  and  to   the   business  of  Boston,  and 


there  would  not  be  many  buildings  put  on  the  line  of 
Washington  street  in  the  next  five  years. 

Alderman  Power  wished  to  know  how  the  report 
came  here,  if  one  Commissioner  was  opposed  to  the 
widening  and  another  three-fourths  agaipst  it  in  a 
board  of  three.  In  relation  to  the  bond  question,  he 
did  not  intend  to  say  anything,  yet  in  that  case  the 
one  minority  proved  to  be  right  and  tlie  eleven 
wrong,  and  that  was  a  reason  why  a  motion  for 
reconsideration  should  prevail  in  this  case,  that  time 
might  be  given  to  look  into  the  matter.  Immediately 
after  the  tire  there  was  such  an  excitement  that  many 
persons  did  not  act  from  level  heads,  and  in  many  cases 
had  there  been  delay  they  would  not  have  voted  as 
they  did.  It  was  a  common  thing  in  such  cases  to  be 
actuated  by  the  judgment  of  the  committee  and  not 
by  that  of  individual  members. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
improvement  would  be  seventy-five  cents  more  on  a 
dollar  than  it  would  be  if  delayed.  It  would  be  in- 
justice to  parties  to  delay  in  action  on  the  subject, 
and  if  the  buildings  were  required  to  be  set  back  it 
would  be  injury  in  rents  of  $1000  to  $1,500  a  year, 
while  the  widened  places  would  be  a  stopping  place 
for  wagons  and  a  nuisance.  The  amount  of  loss  in 
Ibis  case  would  be  $27,000  in  ten  years.  If,  however, 
any  one  was  groping  in  the  dark,  he  would  not  object 
10  enlightening  him. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  said  he  did  not  believe  he  should 
change  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  he  should  not  object  to  a  delay  until  next 
Monday.  There  was  no  doubt  a  great  deal  of  defer- 
ence paid  to  the  opinions  of  a  committee  in  their 
reports,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  he  wished  to  retain  the  good  opinion  of  the 
members  of  the  Board.  He  would  then  put  the  ques- 
tion on  that  ground  in  granting  a  delay  as  asked  for 
until  Monday  next. 

In  committee,  the  members  were  nearly  evenly  di- 
vided on  the  subject,  and  if  there  had  been  four  Com- 
missioners there  would  probably  have  been  two  on 
each  side.  Neither  the  Commissioners  nor  the  com- 
mittee wished  to  take  the  responsibility  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  committee  stood  four  to  three,  and  at  one 
time  he  had  a  doubt  himself  on  the  subject,  believing 
as  the  Alderman  who  made  the  motion,  that  the  wid- 
ening should  be  done  now. 

Alfierman  Clark  further  opposed  the  motion.  He 
was  not  so  egotistical  as  to  believe  that  the  Board 
voted  as  they  did — 10  to  2 — simply  on  the  report  of 
the  committee;  or  that  they  would  be  willing  to  sub- 
ject the  city  to  expenditures  of  from  $1,'30,000  to 
.$600,000  or  $700,000.  As  for  delay,  he  was  opposed  to 
it,  believing  there  should  be  none  when  there  was  no 
occasion  for  it. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  believed  every  member  of 
the  Board  was  just  as  well  prepared  to  vote  now  as  he 
would  be  a  week  or  a  fortnight  hence.  The  Street 
Commissioners  and  Committee  on  Streets  believed  it 
to  be  a  very  important  matter,  and  in  their  judgment 
it  was  desired  that  it  should  receive  the  ac- 
tion of  the  City  Council.  There  was  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  action  of  the  City  Council  in  its  rejec- 
tion would  satisfy  the  Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  the  real  question  was  one  as 
to  the  proposed  change,  and  not  one  of  choking  ofi' 
debate.  The  vote  was  a  test,  and  it  was  a  question 
whether  it  should  be  considered  further.  If  not, 
and  there  was  no  probability  of  a  change,  it  was  un- 
necessary that  there  should  be  further  delay. 

Alderman  Emery  said  it  was  not  desirable  that  fur- 
ther time  should  be  taken  for  consideration,  in  the 
expectation  of  a  change,  but  if  any  gentleman  wished 
to  look  further  into  it  he  would  give  him  an  opportu- 
nity. By  delay  he  believed  a  gain  would  be  made  in 
the  vote  instead  of  losing,  and'it  might  be  that  the 
other  Aldermen  would  come  over  and  make  the  vote 
unanimous. 

Alderman  Power  said  in  relation  to  voting,  how 
much  could  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
know  about  sewers,  their  necessity  and  cost?  What 
were  the  members  of  the  Board  divided  up  for  into 
committees  except  to  investigate  in  particular  cases, 
and  not  a  gentleman  is  supposed  to  know  until  a 
committee  reports.  It  was  nothing  against  the  judg- 
ment of  a  gentleman  that  he  could  not  understand  a 
case  when  he  has  but  one  day  to  consider  it.  This 
measure  was  one  of  the  most  important  submitted  to 
them  for  the  whole  year  and  the  first  time  it  came  up 
was  last  Monday,  when  action  was  taken  upon  it.  It 
was  not  just  or  fair  to  refuse  postponement  because 
but  tv.'o  voted  against  it. 

Alderman  Clark  denied  the  charge  that  he  was 
forcing  the  matter.  There  had  been  three  days  for 
consideration  of  the  matter,  and  he  argued  against 
delay  because  there  was  no  probability  of  any  mem- 
ber changing  his  mind.  He  wished  to  have  the  mat- 
ter settled,  and  it  could  be  just  as  well  settled  now  as 
next  Monday. 
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Alderman  Brown  said  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  a 
delay  if  it  was  needed,  but  as  the  Alderman  said  the 
architect  was  waiting  to  go  on  with  his  plans,  it  was 
not  desirable.  He  had  several  times  been  up  to  look 
at  the  line  of  the  proposed  widening,  and  as  there  were 
a  good  many  valuable  buildings  between  Summer 
street  and  Hayward  place,  which  would  be  required 
to  be  cut  off  at  a  cost  of  $3O,n00  or  $40,000  in  each 
case,  he  believ'd  there  would  be  a  saving  of  the  in- 
terest by  a  delay.  As  in  the  case  of  widening  of  Fed- 
eral street,  when  action    was  taken    because    parties 


wished  for  their  lines,  he  thought  there  was  a  neces- 
sity to  have  the  lines  flxed  inthis  case. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  did  not  believe  a  single 
vote  would  be  changed,  but  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
he  was  willing  to  give  the  delay  asked  for. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  5  to  7,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Emery,  Gaffield,  Power,  Quincy,  Sayward. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Gibson, 
Hulbert,  Stebbius. 

Ad.iourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTOW, 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    80,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  Ty^  o'clock,  B.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  president,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  roll  was 
called,  when  forty-one  members  answered  to  their 
names,  as  follows: 

Adams,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Boardman,  Bowles, 
Brennan.  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Darrow, 
Davis,  Dean,  Edwards,  Platley,  Hall,  Harrington, 
Holmes,  Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lamb,  Loring,  Mad- 
den, Marston,  McKenney,  Page,Perkinis,  Powers,  Pres- 
cott,  Risteen,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Upham,  Warren, 
Wells,  West,  Weston,  Whiston.  Wilbur.  Woods. 

PAPERS  FKOM  TH¥  BOAED  OF  ALDERSIEN. 

The  petitions  of  Treffle  Garceau,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Roberts,  First:  Battalion  Cavalry,  Co.  A,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  H.  W.  Gushing  and  others, 
Henry  W.  Johnson  and  others,  A.  Tachella,  James 
Tilton,  P.  Bergen,  and  of  J.  J.  McNutt,  were  sever- 
ally referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  references  were  concurred  in: 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Water  of  the  order 
relative  to  legislative  authority  to  take  land  for  res- 
ervoir purposes  on  Parker's  Hill. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Water  of  the  report 
of  the  Cochitaate  Water  Board,  on  an  additional  sup- 
ply of  water.    (Printed  Citjr-Doc.  No.  29,  1873.) 

The  reference  to  Committee  en  Claims  of  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Mayor  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Fire  Loan  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Suffolk- 
street  District  to  exercise  the  powers  in  reference  to 
the  settlement  of  the  estates  taken  by  the  city,  under 
the  308th  chapter  of  the  laws  of  1867,  that  were  con- 
ferred on  the  Committee  on  Church-street  District. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Printing  to 
take  charge  of  the  unfinished  business  in  relation  to 
the  publication  of  the  Ninth  United  States  Census. 

Report  and  order  extending  the  time  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  house  on  certain  land  on  Harrison  avenue 
and  Springfield  street,  sold  in  April,  1871,  to  Nathan 
S.  Wilbur,  on  conditions  set  forth  in  said  order. 

Report  and  order  extending  the  time  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  on  certain  land  on  East  Dedham 
street,  sold  in  April,  1871,  to  Rand  &  Blake,  on  condi- 
tions named  in  said  order. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  to  be  executed  and 
delivered  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Museum  of  Pine 
Arts  an  instrument  modifying  the  condition  in  the 
deed  of  the  city  to  them  of  May  26,  1870,  so  that  the 
time  may  be  extended  for  the  erection  of  a  wing  or 
section  of  the  building  to  be  erected  on  the  land  in 
said  deed  described. 

Report  and  order  fora  transfer  from  unexpended 
balances  of  the  present  financial  year,  of  not  exceed- 
ing $15,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Public  Library. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  said  balances, 
of  not  exceeding  $30,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fire  Department;  $11,000  to  that  for  Water  Works,; 
$15,000  to  that  for  expenses  of  the  School  Committee; 
and  $12,000  to  that  for  School  Instructors. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  and  exten- 
sion of  Arch  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $334,- 
600  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  35,  1873),  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  acted 
upon  when  the  other  orders  for  widening  streets  on 
the  burnt  district  should  be  taken  up. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Hawley 
street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $277,730  (Printed 
City  Dqc.  No.  31,  1873),  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 

DIUECTOKS  FOR  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIOISIS. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Bradley  N.  Cum- 
ings  as  a  Director  for  Public  Institutions,  in  place  of 
Albert  J.  Wright  chosen  by  this  Council,  was  read, 
when  the  Council  voted  to  proceed  to  an  election. 

Mr.  Dean,  on  leave,  ma,de  some  remarks  in  which 
he  said  it  had  been  circulated  among  members  of  the 
Council  that  Colonel  Wright  had  withdrawn  his  name 
as  a  candidate.  It  is  true  that  he  did  write  a  letter 
asking  to  have  his  name  withdrawn,  but  on  the  rep- 
resentations of  his  friends  that  letter  had  been  with- 
drawn and  he  left  the  matter  entirely  with  them. 

The  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Wright  was  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  in  the  position  of  a  shuttlecock  to  be 
thrown  back  and  forth  and  thus  prevent  an  election 
of  a  Director  for  Public  Institutions,  but  to  this  his 
friends  urged  that  under  the  board  as  at  present  con- 
stituted no  information  could  be  obtained  as  to  the 
probability  of  the  removal  of  the  public  institutions 
from  South  Boston,  whether  there  was  room  at  Deer 


Island  or  elsewhere  for  them,  and  they  believed  that 
it  was  due  to  fifty  thdusand  inhabitants  that  there 
should  be  a  representative  in  the  board  from  South 
Boston. 

That  was  the  feeling  among  the  citizens,  that  on  a 
board  of  twelve  persons,  they  should  be  represented 
as  there  would, be  among  the  citizens  of  East  Boston, 
who  knew  best  about  the  ferries;  that  th^jy  should 
have  a  representative  on  the  board,  and  this  would 
be  but  a  mere  pittahee  of  one  member  of  the  board. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  Council,  that  in  all  fairness 
they  should  have  a  member  of  the  board,  and  they 
had  presented  for  the  pfflce  as  good  a  man  as  can  be 
found  in  the  city. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot,  which  resulted  as 
follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes. 57 

Necessary  lo  a  choice.. 29 

Bradley  .iSr.  Cumings.L' 35 

Albert  J.. Wright 21 

H.  D.  Bradt 1 

Mr.  Cumings  was  declared  to  be  elected,  in  con- 
currence. 

TRUSTEE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.   ' 

Tlie  certificate  of  the  e>ection  of  Daniel  S.  Curtis, 
ill  place  of  C.  Levi  Woodbury,  chosen  by  this  Council 
as  a  trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  was  read,  when  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  resulting  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes .58 

Necessary  to  a  choice , .., 30 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury 29 

Daniel  S.  Curtis 29 

On  a  second  ballot  the  result  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes.. 59 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury. .' 32 

IJaniel  S.  Curtis ...:.. ...,.,■. ,27 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  .  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in 
non-concurrence,  "    !      .  , 

WEIGHERS  AND,  INSPECTORS  OF  LIGHTERS. 

The  non-concurrence  in  the  recommitment  of  the 
report  nominatirig;i  Weighers  and  Inspectors  of 
Lighters,  cajne. up,  when  the  Council  receded  from 
The  recommitment  and  proceeded,  to  an  election,  the 
result  of  which  was  as  follows: 

.  W^hole  fiumber  of  votes. ; . , .54 

Necessary  tea  choice „ 28 

Edward  Hatch  (Inspector-in-Chlef) .54 

JohnKenny '....:. ., 54 

Abijah  K.  Tewksbu't'y. . '.'.........;.. 37 

George  Faulkiier. . .  ^  i ^ 53 

Patrick  T.  McDermott ...;.. ..18 

Thomas  Anderson 1 

Messrs.  Hatch,  Kenny,  Tewksbury  and  Faulkner 
were  declared  to  be  elected,  in  concurrence. 

COMMISSIONER  OF    SINKING  FUND. 

The  certificate  of  election  of  Newton  Talbot  as 
Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  two  years 
was  read,  when  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election, 
resulting  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Talbot,  in  concurrence, 
by  a  vote  of  39  to,l  for  W.  H.  Jones. 

The  following  orders  ware  also  passed,  in  concur- 
rence. ,    , 

Order  to  pay  bill, of  Bnrditt&  Williams  for  mate- 
rials furnished  in  1872,       ,  ,  '  :  '        ,';, 

Order  to  ipay  Sergeant  Calvin  R.  Elliott  foT 'Services 
as  Lieutenant  of  Police. 

The  order  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Marlborough 
and  Fairfield  streets  for  a  primary  schoolhouse  was 
read  once  ,. 

The  order  authorizing  aa  additional  loan  of  $2,000,000, 
to  be  added  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan,  was  read  once. 

A  remonstrance  against  the  additional  widening  of 
streets  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Poet  Office,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  The  following  is  the 
remonstrance: 

.To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  and  the  City 
Council  of  Boston-rThe  undersigned  taxpayers  of 
Boston  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  remonstrate 
against  the  proposition  now  before  the  city  authori- 
ties to  enlarge  the,  area  around  the  new  Post  OfBce 
building,  involving,  as  it  does^  so  large  an  outlay  of 
money,  and  the  practical  destruction  of  so  much 
valuable  ^nd  taxable  business  property.  We  do  not 
think  the  conveniences  of  public  travel,  the  interests 
of  the  city,  or  any  wishes  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
require  or  would  justify  the  carrying  out  of  the  pro- 
posed measure. 

W.  S.  Dexter,  trustee;  John  Amory  Lowell,  George 
B.  Upton,  Gardner  Brewer,  Fred  H.  Bradley,  Charles 
W.  Freeland,  George  C.  Richardson,  J.  M.  Beebe  & 
Co.,  George  Holden,  Charles  Haynes,  D.  N.  Skillings, 
E.  C.  Drew,  Page,  Richardson  &  Co.,  Daniel  Sargent 
Curtis,  Benjamin  F.  Burgess,  Franklin  Haven,  Mar- 
shall P.  Wilder,  Benjamin  F.  White,  Joseph  Sawyer, 
Nathan  Matthews,  Crocker  &  Brewster,  Jonathan 
French.  David  W.  Williams,  Andrew  T.  Hall,  J.  B. 
Upham,  Francis  A.  Hall,  J.  Thomas  Stevenson,  J.  G. 
Gushing,  John  Collamore,  N.  J.  Bradlee,  P.  C.  Brooks, 
S.  G.  Rogers,  Edward  A.White,  Dexter,  Abbott  &  Co., 
William  F.Weld,  Patrick  Donahoe,  Isaac  Fenno  &  Co. 
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UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer 
for  the  payment  of  all  executions  or  judgments  of 
court  against  the  city  when  properly  certified  by  the 
City  Solicitor. 

Order  that  $766  18  be  appropriated  to  pay  for  re- 
pairing the  lire  reservoir  on  the  corner  of  Warren  and 
Washington  streets,  in  the  Highland  District. 

Order  that  an  addition  of  .$1300  be  appropriated  for 
the  employment  of  such  additional  assistants  in  the 
Fire  Department  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

ELECTION  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

The  report  nominating  Frederic  W.  Lincoln,  Jo- 
seph Buckley,  Phineas  M.  Crane  and  Thomas  F.  Tem- 
ple as  Overseers  of  the  Poor  was  accepted,  when  the 
Council  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  resulting  as  follovys: 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Frederic  W.  Lincoln 5.5 

Joseph  Buckley 55 

Phineas  M.  Crane 52 

ThomasF.  Temple .54 

George  A.Shaw 2 

C.  D.  Bickford,  F.  J.  Hughes,  one  each a 

Messrs.  Lincoln,  Buckley,  Crane  and  Temple  were 
declared  to  be  elected 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND  REPERRKD. 

John  W.  Collison,  to  be  compensated  for  losses 
and  damages  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
templated erection  of  a  smallpox  hospital  at  the 
North  End. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

James  A.  Kent  and  others,  citizens  of  South  Bos- 
Ion,  for  removal  of  telegraph  poles  from  the  side- 
walks on  Dorchester  avenue.    Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

Daniel  W.  Bugbee  and  others,  for  compensation 
for  damages  to  horse  of  said  Bugbee.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Charles  Cullis,  for  leave  to  erecta  building  beyond 
the  legal  limits.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Michael  Kelly  and  others,  for  the  laying  out  of 
Station  street  as  apnblic  street.  Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

REPORTS   OF  C031M1TTEES. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Committee  oit 
Claims,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  J.  McKay  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  his  wife  on  account  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
Tremont  street;  also  on  the  petition  of  Robert  John- 
son to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received 
while  at  work  upon  a  sewer  under  direction  of  city 
officers.    Severally  accepted. 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  AUDITOR'S  ESTIMATES. 

To  the  City  Council — The  Joint  Special  Committee 
of  the  City  Council,  to  whom  were  referred  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  the  money 
requisite  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  commenc- 
ing May  1, 1873,  and  terminating  April  30,  1874,  and 
pay  the  State  tax  for  1873,  being  City  Document  No. 
34,  would  respectfully  report  that  they  have  exam- 
ined and  considered  the  same,  and  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  estimates,  as  submitted  by  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  should  stand  as  presented  by  him  without 
change. 

They  accordino;ly  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders;  one  making  the  appropriations 
required  for  the  financial  year  1873-74,  and  the  other 
levying  a  tax  to  meet  said  appropriations  less  the 
revenue  to  be  received  during  the  year,  as  set  forth 
in  the  document  of  the  Auditor  above  referred  to. 
For  the  Committee. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Chairmar. 
An  order  relating  to  the  specific  appropriations  tor 

the  financial  year  1873-74. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That,  to 
defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year  which 
will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1873,  and 
end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1874,  and  pay  the  State 
tax  of  1873,  the  following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the 
same  are,  hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the 
objects  and  purposes  as  explained  in  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts'  Estimates  (City  Document  No.  34, 1873), 
and  in  the  applications  of  the  various  committees  and 
boards  contained  and  printed  in  said  document. 

And  it  is  further  ordered.  That  no  money  shall  be 
expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred  for  any  object  or 
purpose,  for  which  a  specific  appropriation  is  herein 
made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is  so  specifically 
appropriated;  provided,  however,  that  any  sums  of 
money  which  may  be  subscribed  or  contributed  by 
individuals  to  promote  the  objects  of  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations,  and  which  form  no  part  of  the 
estimated  income  of  the  city,  shall  be  strictly  applied, 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  contributors,  and 
shall  be  credited  to  such  appropriations  accordingly; 
that  is  to  say — 


Advertising $6,000  00 

Annuities. 512  00 

Amories 22,000  00 

Board  of  Health 86,274  00 

Boston  Harbor 10,000  00 

Bridges, 28,000  00 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery 3,000  00 

Cemeteries 15,700  00 

Charles-Elver  and  Warren  Bridges 7,000  00 

Chestnut-Hill  Driveway 5,000  00 

City  Hospital 110,000  00 

Comnion,  Public  Squares,  etc 80,000  00 

Contingent  Funds,  as  follows 10,000  00 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Joint  Standing  and 
Special  Committees  of  the  City  Council 
not  having  charge  of  any  appropriations 
of  money,  incurred  by  said  committees, 
while  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  du- 
ties, the  bills  for  the  same  to  be  audited 
and  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  upon  their  first  being  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  President  of 

Common  Council ^4,000  00 

For  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Mayor,  the  bills  for  which  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  is  author- 
ized to  audit  and  allow  for  pay- 
ment upon  their  being  approved 

by  the  Mayor 1,500  00 

For  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  be  expend- 
ed in  such  manner  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  shall  order,  and  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  is  author- 
ized to  audit  and  allow  for  pay- 
ment all  bills  so  ordered  upon 
their  being  approved  by  the  May- 
or and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 

of  Aldermen 1,500  00 

For   Contingent  Expenses  of  the  , 

Common  Council,  to  be  expended 
in  such  manner  as  the  Common 
Council  shall  order,  and  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  is  authorized 
to  audit  and  allow  for  payment 
all  bills  so  ordered  upon  their  be- 
ing approved  by  the  Mayor  and 
the   President  of    the   Common 

Council 3,000  00 

— ■ 10,000  00 

County  of  Suffolk 325,000  00 

East  Boston  Ferries,  viz.: 

Ordinaiy  expenses $220,000  00 

Newterryboat 60,000  00 

New  wings  to  ferry  houses.  North 
Ferry 10,000  00 

,  OQrt  AAA    t\r\ 

Engineer's  Department '.         St'ooo  00 

Fire  alarms  and  bells  and  clocks,  viz. : 

Fire  Alarm  Department $46,890  00 

Bells  and  clocks 4,050  00 

50,940  00 

Fire  Department 5.51,316  00 

Grammar  schoolhouse,  L  street 15,000  00 

Health  Department S83,5&0  00 

Inspection  of  buildings 16,800  00 

Interest  and  premium 1,695,000  00 

Incidental  expenses 87,000  00 

Lamps .390,000  00 

Markets 10,000  00 

Milltiabounty 45,000  00 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery 15,000  00 

Overseers  of  the  Poor 73,400  00 

Old  claims 1,500  00 

Paving,  grading  and  repairs  of  streets 1,000,000  00 

Police 700,000  00 

Printing  and  stationery ;«.000  CO 

Public  baths 40,000  OO 

Public  buildings 92,000  00 

Public  institutions,  viz.: 

House  of  Industiy $180,000  00 

House  of  Correction 90,500  00 

Lunatic  Hospital , 60,000  00 

Pauper  expenses 31,500  00 

Steamboat  H.  Morrison 16,000  00 

Oflice  expenses 8,000  00 

386,000  00 

Public  lands 6,000  00 

Public  Library 90,000  00 

guarantine  Department 19,250  00 

egistration  of  voters  and  election  expenses         20,000  00 

Reserved  Fund 300,000  00 

Salaries 166,000  00 

Schools  and  schoolhouses,  viz. : 

School  Instructors $1,024,875  00 

School  Expenses 86,750  00 

Salaries    Officers,   School   Com- 

mitttee 24,500  00 

Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings.      255,000,00 

1,391,125  00 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures 7,000  00 

Sewers 200,000  00 

Sinking  Fund  Cemmissioners 2,800  00 

State  Tiix 736,480  00 

Surveyor's  Department,  viz. : 

City  Office $29,00000 

Roxbury   and  Dorchester  Branch 

Offices 11,000  00 

40,000  00 

Water  Works 336,500  00 

Water  Works  Interest  and  premium 653,000  00 

West  Boston  and  Cragle's  Bridges 54,000  00 

Widening  streets 300,000  00 


$10,932,147  00 
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Say  ten  million  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars. 

STATEMENT  BY  THE  AUDITOK  OP  ACCOrNTS. 

From  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  pre- 
ceding order,  viz $10,932,147  00 

Deduct  amount  of  estimated  income,  as 
stated  on  page  28,  City  Document  No.  84, 
1873. . . ; 2,545,650  00 

We  have  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion, viz $8,386,497  00 

To  raise  this  amount  of  $8,386,497  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  re- 
quire a  gross  tax  of $8,638,092  00 

From  which,  deducting  the  amount  which 
will  not  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  within 
the  financial  year,  say 251,595  00 

Wehave  the  balance  required,  as  above .$8,386,497  00 


In  Common  Council,  Thursday,  March  20,  1873. 
An   order   laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray  the   ex- 
penses of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of 
Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1873-74;  also  to  pay 
the  State  Tax. 

Ordered,  that  the  sum  of  $8,638,092  be  raised  on  the 
polls  and  estates  taxable  in  this  city,  according  to 
law,  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk  during  the  financial  year, 
which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1873, 
and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1874;  also  the  tax 
assessed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  for 
the  year  1873. 
The  orders  were  read  once. 

WIDENING   OF  WATEE   STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  presented  majority  and  mi- 
nority reports  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets,  to  whom  was  refen-ed  the  resolve  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expediency  of  laying  out  the  trian^lar 
parcel  of  land  between  Congress,  Pearl  and  Water 
streets,  and  widening  Water  street,  between  Con- 
gress and  Devonshire  streets.  The  majority  report 
that  inasmuch  as  the  expense  of  the  proposed  widen- 
ing will  not,  according  to  the  best  Information  they 
are  able  to  obtain  by  conference  with  the  Street  Com- 
missioners and  others,  exceed  the  sum  of  $400,000, 
they  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  resolve. 

Signed  by  Alderman  Claris  for  the  committee. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  respectfully  dissent  from  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  majority,  and  beg  leave  to  state,  very 
briefly,  their  reasons  therefor: 

1.  The  public  safety  and  convenience  do  not  re- 
quire the  proposed  changes. 

2.  The  expense  involved  will  far  exceed  any  ad- 
vantages which  might  be  derived  from  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Post  Office. 

3.  The  estimate  of  expense,  as  furnished  by  the  ma- 
jority, is  founded  merely  on  the  opinion  of  individ- 
uals, and  has  no  basis  on  estimates  in  detail. 

The  Undersigned  would  therefore  recommend  that 
the  following  order  be  passed,  so  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  have  information  on  which  to  act  understand- 
ingly.  James  J.  Flynn. 

Cyrus  A.  Page. 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  in  tabular  form  a  statement  of  the 
expense  of  taking  and  laying  out  the  parcel  of  land 
between  Congress  street,  Milk  street  and  Bath  street, 
and  of  laying  out  and  widening  Water  street  to  sixty 
feet  between  Congress  street  and  Devonshire  street. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  considered. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  stated  that  the  report  of  the 
majority  was  necessarily  brief,  the  session  of  the 
committee  being  late  in  the  afternoon,  up  to  nearly 
the  hour  of  the  meeting  of  the  Council.  There  was 
no  reason,  however,  that  it  should  be  long,  for  the 
question  liad  been  pretty  thoroughly  considered  dur- 
ing the  past  week.  While  they  wished  to  give  all  the 
information  possible,  they  did  not  give  estimates  of 
any  particular  estate,  the  particular  "clamage  being  to 
the  Post  building,  because  it  would  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  parties  in  case  of  disagreement  to  go 
before  a  jury  and  claim  that  the  committee  admitted 
that  the  estate  was  worth  so  much,  and  they  did  not 
wish  to  make  it  any  fuller  by  stating  that  certain 
land  was  worth  so  much,  and  others  not  so  much,  to 
allow  the  opponents  of  the  report  to  pick  it  to  pieces 

So  far,  however,  as  related  to  the  expense,  he 
would  give  the  Assessors'  valuation,  that  of  Beals, 
Greene  &  Co.,  not  including  the  building,  being  at 
ps  per  foot,  and  the  Simmons  estate  at  $30,  and  the 
Lawrence  estate  a  little  under  $20.  The  committee 
believed  that  as  this  was  a  measure  which  the  Street 
Commissioners  regarded  as  of  great  importance  and 
of  great  public  interest,  it  was  very  desirable  to  have 
the  expression  of  the  Common  Council,  representing 
the  wishes  of  the  people.  They  also  wished  to  have 
the  matter  thoroughly  considered  and  a  decision 
made  tonight.  Without  going  into  an  extended 
statement  on  the  subject,  he  was  ready  to  answer  any 


questions  which  might  be  asked  in  relation  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Page  said  the  minority  of  the  committee  had 
no  more  time  for  their  report  tlian  had  the  majority, 
and  they  did  not  think  it  necessary  that  it  should  be 
any  fuller.  Yet  they  believed  the  order  should  be 
referred  to  the  proper  tribunal  to  give  a  detailed  esti- 
mate of  expense.  The  Street  Commissioners,  it  was 
true,  had  given  a  general  idea  of  the  expense,  but 
they  had  never  been  down  to  look  at  the  premises 
and  did  not  know  from  personal  observation  tlie 
cost  of  the  land  or  the  damage  to  the  Post  building. 
Before  taking  any  action,  the  same  course  should  be 
taken  as  in  other  cases,  in  making  estimates  of  im- 
provements in  the  burnt  district,  which  would  be  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued,  and  save  them  from 
toeing  placed  in  an  unfortunate  position,  with  the 
city  pledged  to  an  improvement  which  would  cost 
much  more  than  was  expected.  He  moved  to  substi- 
tute the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  stated  that  the  session  of  the 
committee  was  but  brief,  and  it  was  but  just  that  the 
Street  Commissioners,  who  had  had  a  hearing  today, 
should  be  called  upon  to  give  a  tabulated  statement 
of  the  expense,  they  being  supposed  to  know  more 
Jibout  the  expense  than  any  other  persons. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  recommit  to  the 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  fuller  re- 
port, as  he  understood  from  the  statement  made  that 
but  a  short  time  was  allowed  in  making  up  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  committee  did  not  desire  to 
have  further  time.  On  Friday  last,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  committee,  it  was  agreed  to  consider  the  subject 
as  soon  as  the  resolution  had  passed  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  in  accordance  with  that  agreement  a 
session  of  two  hours  was  held  this  afternoon.  The 
general  ground  of  the  committee  was  that  if  the  city 
wished  to  have  the  Post  Office  extended  they  must 
accede  to  the  terms  of  the  General  Government.  The 
.Street  Commissioners  wished  to  have  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Council,  and  the  members  of  the  Council 
were  as  able  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure as  the  Street  Commissioners  were,  and  if  the 
question  is  determined  in  favor  of  the  proposed  wid- 
ening the  Commissioners  will  proceed  to  lay  out  the 
street  as  proposed,  and  give  a  detailed  estimate  of 
the  expense. 

It  was  not  desirable,  unless  ordered  to  do  so,  to  go 
into  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  expense,  for  the  rea- 
sons already  given,  that  it  would  give  the  parties  an 
advantage  in  going  before  a  jury  and  quoting  the 
Commissioners  as  to  what  the  land  is  worth.  Should 
the  action  of  the  Council  be  against  the  measure, 
then  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  making  surveys 
and  estimates.  Interested  parties  might  talk  about 
millions  of  dollars,  but  they  knew  that  the  cost  would 
be  somewhere  between  $300,000  and  $400,000.  If 
that  amount  was  too  great  an  expense  to  secure  an 
extension  of  the  Post  Office,  then  let  the  Council 
vote  that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass.  Otherwise  if 
the  improvement  is  believed  to  be  of  great  value, 
then  the  City  Council  expresses  the  opinion  that  it  is 
desirable  if  it  will  not  cost  more  than  the  amount 
ispecified. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  what  was 
sauce  for  the  goose  was  sauce  for  the  gander.  In  all 
the  improvements  heretofore  they  had  had  a  detailed 
estimate  of  the  cost  before  taking  any  action,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  rule  should  not  apply 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  Barnes  stated  that  the  committee  had  not  given 
anything  to  show  what  would  be  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed improvement. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  was  surprised  that  a 
member  of  the  Council  should  come  here  and  say  that 
he  had  no  time  to  make  out  a  report,  and  object  to  giv- 
ing a  statement  of  reasons  in  favor  of  the  report.  He 
mistakes  the  feeling  o  the  Council  if  he  supposes 
they  will  pass  an  order  without  any  reasons  in  favor 
of  it,  and  throw  away  $400,000  into  this  whirlpool 
which  is  sweeping  away  millions.  It  would  be  pre- 
suming upon  the  credulity  of  the  Council  to  expect 
that  the  report  would  be  accepted.  Why  should  they 
not  give  a  report  as  in  other  cases?  It  was  objected 
to  a  detailed  report,  because  it  would  be  picked  to 
pieces,  and  why  should  it  not  be  to  Ascertain  the  cost 't 
He  was  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  majority,  and  in 
favor  of  that  of  the  minority.  It  was  said  they  must 
accede  to  the  terms  of  the  General  Government,  but 
there  was  no  must  about  it.  He  did  not  believe  in 
the  dictation  of  the  General  Government,  that  had 
not  as  yet  determined  to  pay  for  an  enlargement  of 
the  Post  Office. 

The  city  of  Boston  was  competent  to  do  her  own 
business,  and  should  not  yield  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  manner  of  widening  and  straightening 
her  streets.  With  the  great  amount  of  taxation  im- 
posed upon  the  city,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Council 
to  see  that  they  were  not  overburdened  with  taxa- 
tion.   That  was  the  reason  whv  he  was  sent  here,  al- 
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though  some  gentlemen  did  not  think  that  he  he- 
longed  here.  The  Street  Commissioners,  no  doubt, 
regarded  the  measure  as  of  great  interest,  but  the 
Council  could  not  swallow  the  proposition  at  one 
bite,  as  coming  from  the  committee. 

After  the  statements  of  the  gentlemen  he  hoped  he 
would  be  consistent  in  his  acts,  for  he  had  stated 
what  the  land  was  valued  at,  and  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  widening  of  Water  street. 
It  was  not  consistent  with  the  honor  or  dignity  of 
the  city  to  expend  large  amounts  of  money  at  the 
demand  of  the  General  Government,  when  there  was^ 
no  public  exigency  recjuiring  it,  and  he  hoped  the 
subject  would  be  considered  on  its  merits  when  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  should  be  given. 

Mr.  Perkins,  in  reply,  said  the  Committee  on 
Streets  had  not  come  here  with  detailed  statements, 
for  detailed  statements  came  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioners when  they  determined  to  take  lands.  This 
was  not  such  a  case.  When  statements  were  re- 
ported by  the  Street  Commissioners,  parties  were  al- 
lowed to  abandon  their  estates  if  they  were  not  satis- 
fied with  the  price;  but  in  tluscase  only  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  the  widening  was  to  be  acted  upon. 
He  could  not  see  the  necessity  for  making  the  addi- 
tional burdens  upon  the  Commissioners  to  report  a 
detailed  estimate,  but  they  will  readily  make  it  if 
this  order  is  passed.  There  were  remonstrances,  it- 
was  true,  but  he  believed  that  the  citizens  generally 
will  be  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and  will  regret  it  if 
not  done.  The  simple  question  was  whether  the  city 
wished  to  have  the  Post  Office  extended,  and  wert* 
willing  to  pay  $400,000  to  secure  it  in  the  only  way 
in  which  it  can  be  done. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  the  expense  would  be  at  least 
$400,000.  Before  passing  upon  it  they  should  have  a 
statement  in  a  tabular  form  to  show  whether  the  cost 
would  be  #400,000  or  $600,000.  All  that  the  minority 
of  the  committee  ask  is  that  they  should  have  the 
amount  of  the  cost  ascertained  and  laid  before  the 
Council  before  action,  as  in  other  cases. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  said  he  was  one  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  who  favored  the  report,  and 
he  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  A 
great  argument  in  favor  of  action  was  that  much 
complaint  had  been  made  against  delay;  and  while 
the  Government  was  ready  to  make  an  extension  of 
the  Post  Office,  the  question  was  whether  the  city 
wished  to  have  such  a  building  as  it.was  proposed  to 
erect.  The  requirements  of  the  Government  he  did 
not  think  at  all  unfair. 

Mr.  Page  stated  as  the  views  of  the  minority  that 
they  wanted  something  tangible  upon  which  they 
could  act  as  to  the  expense,  and  should  .their  order 
be  adopted,  the  Street  Commissioners  could  report  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Monday  next.  There 
were  but  a  few  estates  to  make  an  estimate  upon, 
and  it  would  not  take  long  to  ascertain  the  estimated 
cost,  causing  but  little  delay  from  such  action.  He 
was  opposed  to  recommitment,  for  he  did  not  sup- 
pose the  further  consideration  would  change  the 
views  of  a  single  man, 

Mr.  Barnes  further  advocated  a  recommitment  as  a 
means  of  relieving  them  from  their  diiMculty. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  saj,d  that  what  he  desired  was 
light,  and  what  he  wisbed  to  get  at  was  to  know  what 
the  proposed  widening  was  going  to  cost.  They  were 
never  called  upon  to  vote  except  upon  knowing  the 
estimated  cost,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  deviate  from 
the  rule  marked  out  in  such  cases.  They  should  re- 
fer it  to  the  Street  Commissioners  to  give  in  tabular 
form  the  expense  of  the  widening. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  gentleman  was  in  an  error  as 
to  the  invariable  practice  of  action  upon  detailed 
statements  only  in  the  widening  of  streets.  The  fact 
is  that  when  an  order  is  passed  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners for  the  taking  of  .land,  a  detailed  state- 
ment is  given  with  the  order  for  the  taking.  But  in 
cases  like  this  there  was  a  good  reason,  as  he  had 
stated  before,  that  no  estimate  should  be  fixed  which 
would  give  an  advantage  to  the  owners  of  estates  in 
assuming  that  such  was  an  admission  of  its  value 
should  they  go  to  a  jury.  If  the  gentleman  wishes 
to  have  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  let  him  vote  for  the 
majority  report,  which  will  not  commit  the  Council 
fully  to  it,  when  the  Street  Commissioners  will  give 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  cost.  It  was  true 
that  the  vote  would  commit  the  Council  to  the 
policy  if  it  did  not  exceed  $400,000,  but  if  it  was  to 
cost  too  much,  they  could  vote  against  it.  But  if 
they  did  not  like  the  report  of  the  majority  they 
could  vote  it  squarely  down. 

Mr.  Barnes  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the  ques- 
.tion  wat  on  recommitment,  to  which  the  gentleman 
was  not  speaking. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  point  of  order  was  not  well 
taken,  reminding  the  gentleman  that  he  should  ad- 
here to  the  question  as  closely  as  possible. 

Mr.  Perkins  replied  that  it  was  unnecessarily  of- 


fensive to  endeavor  to  prevent  a  member  of  a  com- 
mittee from  giving  an  explanation  of  a  report  upon 
which  information  was  asked.  The  inforjnation 
sought,  he  repeated,  could  be  had  by  voting  down 
the  report  of  the  minority  and  voting  squarely  on 
that  of  the  majority.  There  was  a  misapprehension, 
he  said,  in  regard  to  the  session  of  the  committee  to- 
day, which  was  of  two  hours' length,  and  what  he 
said  on  the  subject  was  that  there  was  so  little  time 
after  the  close  of  the  Session  that  they  could  not  give 
their  reasons  more  at  length  in  the  report.  The 
question  in  briet  was,  is  it  desirable  to  have  the  Post 
Office  enlarged,  and  if  so  whether  they  will  have  it 
if  it  does  not  cost  more  than  $400,000?  That  is  the 
question,  nothing  more,  nothing  less. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  believed  that  the  adoption  of 
the  majority  report  would  partially  commit  the  Coun- 
cil to  the  widening,  while  that  of  the  minority  would 
not,  and  he  would  prefer  that  they  should  get  their 
figures  before  voting  upon  the  widening. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  hoped  the  minority  report 
would  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  majority,  for  he 
wished  more  light  on  the  subject.  The  majority  had 
made  a  rough  estimate,  which  was  not  the  usual  case 
in  a  street  improvement.  At  the  last  meeting  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  said  the  proposed  widening 
was  not  a  necessity,  but  simply  a  luxury.  They 
should  count  the  cost  before  they  commit  themselves, 
and  not  be  so  rash  as  to  commit  themselves  txntll 
they  know  the  cost. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  minority  report  was  car- 
ried. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
Mr.  Perkins  made  some  further  remarks,  in  which  he 
said  the  same  result  could  have  been  obtained  in  the 
adoption  of  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Barnes  expressed  himself  as  satisfied  in  the 
adoption  of  the  minority  report,  by  which  he  could 
obtain  fuller  information. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Lynch,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  authorizing  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  to  issue  a  permit  to  John 
Lynch  to  make  an  addition  to  a  building  on  Con- 
gress street,  in  accordance  with  an  application  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  an  ordinance  in 
amendment  of  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
organization  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the  Fire 
Department,  and  the  election  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Engineers,  stating  in  explanation  that  as 
the  election  of  Secretary  is  required  to  be  within  six- 
ty days  of  the  1st  of  February,  it  was  not  likely  to 
take  place  in  that  time  the  present  year,  and  the 
change  provides  for  the  election  within  ninety  days. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dean  offered  an  order  authorizing  the  Chief- 
Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  to  make  his  annual 
report  on  or  before  the  27th  March,  the  ordinance  re- 
quiring it  to  be  made  on  the  1st  January,  and  none 
had  yet  been  made. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  stated  that  it  was  understood 
the  Chief-Engineer  was  hard  at  work  upon  his  report, 
and  as  soon  as  it  was  made  up  they  would  get  it. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  would  omit  the  requirement  to  give 
in  the  report  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  damages 
from  the  fires  during  the  year. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  an  order  was 
passed  to  exclude  from  the  coat  room  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  all  persons  except  members  of  the  City 
Government  or  those  officially  connected  with  its 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  called  for  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  in  relation  to  a 
Home  for  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9  stated  that  the  committee 
had  not  united  on  any  place  for  such  a  Home,  and 
asked  for  further  time  in  which  to  make  a  report, 
which  request  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey,  an  oraer  was  passed  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  be  requested 
to  report  in  one  month  on  that  part  of  the  inaugural 
address  of  the  Mayor  which  was  referred  to  them, 
relating  to  a  new  Home  for  the  Poor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7,  the  order 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  estate  taken  from  C. 
M.  Wheelwright,  at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Broad 
streets,  not  required  for  the  improvement  of  said 
streets,  was  taken  from  the  table,  amended  to  require 
the  sale  to  be  public  and  advertised  in  this  city,  and 
as  amended  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  on  the  claim  of  Charles  Burrill 
were  taken  from  the  table  and  assigned  for  consider- 
ation on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  8M  o'clock. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Alderiiien, 

MARCH    84,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Akler- 
lueu  was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKOBS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  fifteen  traverse  jurors  for  the 
Superior  Court,  criminal  session,  and  thirty-two 
traverse  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  second  ses- 
sion for  civil  business. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND    CONFirvMED. 

Special  Police  Officer,  without  pay— Ai  Q.  Mitchell, 
for  the  vicinity  of  Williams  Market. 

Police  Otiiccrs— Granville  B.  Stone,  Amos  C.  Pung, 
Charles  W.  Hunt,  John  H.  Laskey,  Joseph  T.  Hor- 
ton. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

James  A.  Kemp  and  others,  for  the  removal  of  tel- 
egraph poles  from  the  sidewalk  in  Dorchester  ave- 
nue. 

Henry  A.  Cooke  and  others,  for  the  removal  of  the 
wooden  bridge  at  the  end  of  West  Canton  street. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  that  the 
city  would  construct  a  retaining  wall  on  a  portion  of 
Berkeley  street  near  their  property. 

Robert  Strauss  &,  Co.  and  others,  that  (tourt  street 
from  Bowdoin  square  to  Sudbury  street  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Daniel  Allen  and  others,  that  Eiulicott  street  from 
Hanover  to  Causeway  street  may  be  repaved. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Lorenzo  Valente,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  in  the  rear  of  No.  .52  Barton 
street. 

Thomas  Oogin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  fi)\ir  horses  on  East  Eighth  street,  between  G 
and  Old  l!arl)i)r  streets. 

Prank  Schoner,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  forty  hoi'ses  at  72(1  Broadway. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

Heirs  of  Reuben  Winslow,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  their  estate  occasioned  by  the  laying  out 
and  grading  of  Renfrew  street;  also,  for  al)atement 
of  betterment  on  estate  occasioned  by  the  extension 
of  Harrison  avenue.  Severally  referred  to  the  Com  - 
mittee  on  Streets. 

First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  a  room  for  head- 
quarters. 

Company  C,  Ninth  Infantry,  for  certain  repairs  on 
their  a>'niory. 

Severally  I'eferred  to  Committee  f)n  Armories. 

A.  P.  Anderson,  for  increase  of  salary  of  officers  of 
Municipal  Court  for  Southern  Dislrict.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  (^ounty  Accounts. 

John  H.  Currier,  for  c<mipensation  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  his  house  by  a  smallpox  patient. 

R.  A.  Upton  &  Son,  to  be  paid  for  injury  done  to 
his  wagon  by  contact  with  a  tree  in  St.  James  ave- 
nue. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Edward  P.  Thayer,  that  the  tax  assessed  upon 
Thayer  &  Brother  in  18(i7  may  be  abated.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Assessor's  'Department. 

Herbert  C.  Locke,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Franklin 
Fund.     Referred  to  Aldermen  Hulbert  and   Gatlield. 

The  following  communication  was  reci^ived  from 
the  Mayor: 

Boston,  March  24,  1873. 
7'o  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  ike  City  of  Boston  : 
Gentlemen— The'  375th  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1872,  approved  December  18  of  that  year,  being 
"An  act  to  authoiize  the  formation  of  insurance  com- 
panies and  for  other  purposes,"  requires  of  the  may- 
or and  aldermen  of  all  the  cities,  and  the  selectmen 
of  certain  towns  in  the  commonwealth  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  specified  in  the  eighteenth  section  of 
the  act.  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  pro- 
visions of  that  sectiini,  and  recommend  such  action 
by  your  body  as  will  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  law.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Assessor's  Department. 

ANNUAL,  REPORT   OF  SUPERINTENDENT   OF   HBAT-,TH. 

The  fourth  annual  report  of  George  W.  Porristall 
as  Superintendent  of  Health  was  submitted  in  print. 
The  exhibit  of  the  expenditures  and  income  of  this 
department  for  the  year  1872,  and  the  portion  of  this 


financial  year,  1872-73,  embraced  within  the  year  1872, 

Is  as  follows: 

The   amount  appropriated    for  the    present 

financial  year.  1872-73 S3G5,()l)tl  00 

Unexpendetl  balance  this  financial  year,  Jan. 

1,1873 96,000  08 

Amount  expended  during  the  financial  year 
1871-72,  from  Jan.  1  to  May  1 §90,416  22 

Expended  this  financial  vear,  1872-73,  from 
May  1, 1872,  to  Jan.  1 ,  1873 268,999  92 

Total  amount  expended  1872 : . .  |359,41(>  14 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  were  as  follows: 
For  sweeping  and  cleaning  the  streets,  cleaning 
cesspools,  and  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  pub- 
lic walks,  streets,  squares  and  yards,  $125,005  (i2;  for 
the  collection  of  house  dirt  and  oft'al  in  city  proper. 
South  Boston  and  Boston  Highlands,  ,$114,(i95  !)1;  for 
hay,  straw,  meal,  corn,  oats  and  feed  used  at  stables, 
south  and  west,  and  Boston  Highlands,  121, 133  15; 
•■or  foremen,  fei^ders,  blacksmith,  wheelwrights, 
painter,  watchman,  harness  maker,  drivers  of  prison 
carriage,  $li),il()l  53;  purchase  of  ncAV  horses  and  ex- 
cliange,  ,f  14,140  00;  services  of  physicians  on  public 
vaccination,  $12,. 553  00;  salaries,  $8(iU7  50;  do.  clerks, 
constables  and  inspectors,  $0649  (ifi;  collection  and 
removal  of  ashes  in  East  Boston,  $.5817;  stock  and 
tools  in  blacksmith's  shop,  ,$4!)3(i  25;  abatement  of 
nuisances,  $2307  72;  stock  and  tools  in  harness  shop, 
.$2:352  31;  incidental  expenses,  $2145  85. 

There  have  been  deposited  with  the  city  treasurer 
during  the  vear  for  collection  bills  to  the  amount  of 
$20,477  01.  "  Paid  into  the  Treasury— for  the  sale  of 
ashes,  $19,:Wi  :M;  offal,  $19,:»5;  ashes  from  manu- 
facturing establishments,  $1418  25;  street  dirt, 
$1212  ;if;  stable  manure,  $1223  78,  and  other  items, 
making  a  total  of  $44,9.57  12.  Of  this  amount  there 
was  paid  during  tlic  present  financial  year,  $22,103  11. 

Prison  VeMctes.  There  have  been  conveyed  from 
the  several  stations  to  City  Lockup  under  the  Court 
House,  by  a  vehicle  furnished  by  this  department, 
and  for  which  a  charge  of  twenty-five  cents  per  head 
is  made,  the  following  number  of  prisoners:  Males, 
11,795;  females,  2843.'   Total,  11,795. 

This  department  has  also  furnished  a  vehicle  for 
the  conveyance  of  prisoners,  and  from  which  no  in- 
come is  derived,  as  follows: 

Prisoners  conveyed  from  the  Court  House  to 
steamer  Henry  Morrison,  5520;  from  Court  House  to 
Jail,  and  from  Jail  to  Court  House,  5143;  from  Court 
House  to  Houses  of  Correction,  513.  Total  number 
conveyed,  11,070. 

jSftiisaiices.  There  were  served  upon  i)arties  for 
maintaining  nuisances  on  their  ]M-emises,  during  the 
year  1872,  :3228  notices,  embracing  twelve  wards  of 
the  city,  and  1:^00  in  the  Highland  and  Dorchester 
districts,  said  notices  requiring  an  abatement  of  the 
nuisances  existing,  within  a  given  time. 

Parties  failing  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  notice, 
orders  were  i)assed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  di- 
recting an  abatement  by  the  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  :U  orders,  representing  292  estates, 
weie  passed,  and  those  remaining  unabated  received 
immediate  attention. 

Thirty-seven  tenants  in  the  Highland  District  and 
nine  in  Dorchester  were  notified  Id  quit  tenements 
not  deemed  fit  for  human  habitation  by  reascni  of  the 
unhealthy  condition  of  the  ])remises. 

Twenty-five  of  the  Koxl)ury  tenants  left  their  prem- 
ises without  any  resort  to  force  on  the  part  of  the 
Health  Department.  The  remaining  twelve  were 
allowed  to  remain,  as  the  landlords  in  these  cases  at 
once  complied  with  the  requisiti(nis  of  thi^  Health 
Department.  The  nine  Dorchester  tenants  vacated 
peaceably. 

Eleven  complaints  have  been  made  for  violations 
of  the  Health  laws,  and  conviction  has  been  had  in 
every  case;  subsequently  the  defendants  complied 
with  th(^  laws,  and  the  cases  were  placed  on  file  upon 
payment  of  the  costs  of  prosecution. 

As/u's,  Street  Dirt,  ete.  There  were  collected  dur- 
ing the  year  1872,  by  city  teams,  9t,(i0()  loads  of  ashes, 
41,880  loads  of  street  dirt,  and  4910  loads  of  cesspool 
matter. 

The  Superintendent  of  Streets  was  furnished  with 
ashes  required  for  his  de])artment. 

Corporations  and  i)rivate  parties  were  also  supplied. 

Ill  several  instances  the  material  collected  was 
placed  on  territory  most  convenient  for  city  teams, 
and  without  charge. 

Cesspool  matter,  after  being  loft  at  its  place  of  de- 
posit, was  immediately  covered  with  ashes,  to  pre- 
vent any  eflluvia  arising  therefrom. 

The  number  of  teams  employed  by  this  de))art- 
ment  in  the  above  capacities  are  as  follows:  For 
collecting  ashes  and  house  dirt,  45;  collecting  street 
dirt,  34;  collecting  house  offal,  38;  collecting  cesspool 
matter;  10;  sweeping  the  streets,  1;  conveying  pris- 
oners, 1;  fumigating,  2;  conveying  the  sick,  3. 
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Tenement  Houses.  One;  of  tlic  greatest  grievances 
of  largo  cities  is  tenement  liouscs,  in  wliicli  the  poor 
are  coni])ellcd  to  reside. 

Tliere  are  two  classes  of  tenement  houses  which 
are  nnlit  for  habitation.  The  first  consists  of  houses 
which  were  formerly  private  residences,  and  not  in- 
tended for  more  than  one  family;  consequently  they 
are  not  susceptible  of  the  changes  necessary  for  light 
and  ventilation,  which  their  sanitary  condition  re- 
quires. The  second,  those  which  were  lirst  l)nilt. 
These  were  built  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
wants  of  that  class  of  people  who  were  to  occupy 
them;  but  the  mercantile  business  is  driving  the 
population  before  it  in  these  localities. 

F(n' tbe  pa.st  three  years  there  has  been  a  decided 
improvement  in  buildings  of  this  description;  they 
are  generally  provided  with  sufficient  llsht  and  v(!nti- 
lation 

I  have  observed  that  where  the  owners  live  in  their 
houses,  care  is  taken  to  keep  them  elean. 

During  the  past  year  particular  attention  has  been 
given  to  tenement  btiildings  by  the  inspectors  there- 
of, and  owners  or  lessees  have  been  promjjtly  notified 
to  repair  them,  and  place  them  in  a  cleanly  condilion. 
With  a  few  exceptions,  parties  have  complied  at  once, 
and  a  marked  improvement  has  been  the  result.  In 
many  of  ,the  tenement  houses  which  are  occupied  by 
intemperate  families,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  in 
a  cleanly  condition;  they  may  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
today,  and  tomorrow  they  will  be  found  in  a  filthy 
conditio)). 

Consta)it  visits  have  been  made  to  tenement  houses, 
and  we  have  made  it  our  duty  to  impress  upon  the 
)ni))ds  of  all  the  iujuates  the  necessity  of  cleanliness 
and  proper  ventilation. 

Orders  to  vacate  twelve  tenement  buildings,  con- 
taining seventy-one  faniilics,  were  passed  during  the 
year,  and  with  a  single  exception  the  orders  were 
eojnplied  with.  In  this  single  instance  the  i)arty 
owni]ig  the  premises  placed  theni  in  good  repair. 

The  population  of  celhu's  as  dwellings,  in  my  esti- 
)nati()n,  will  not  exceed  three  hundred. 

A  table  is  given  of  the  classification  of  tenement 
buildings  in  "this  city.  This  gives  four  tenements, 
con tainnig  7.54  inhabitants;  live,  containing  417;  six, 
431;  seven,  ITfi;  eight,  ISo:  and  the  rest  of  .'ili  and 
u)ider.  These  buildings  are  from  two  to  six  stories 
in  height  of  brick,  and'  froju  one  ajid  a  half  to  five 
stories  of  wood.  The  total  nujuber  of  houses  is 
ai().5— 1020  brick  and  1145  wood— containing  ;B!),353 
rooms,  13,2.57  families,  33,(i88  adults,  20,702  children, 
and  a  total  of  .54,450. 

Sired  Cleaning.  The  importance  of  clea)ily  streets 
can  only  be  pro)Tioted  by  niore  than  ordinary  care  of 
porters  having  charge  of  stores  on  mam  thorough- 
fares. If  the'habit  of  sweeping  store  dirt  into  the 
streets,  without  regard  to  placing  the  sa)ne  i>i  ves- 
sels for  this  purpose  (the  same  to  be  removed  by  city 
teams),  is  persisted  in,  the  fault  does  not  lie  with  this 
departjnent,  but  with  those  having  control  over  em- 
ployes; they  should  give  directions  in  conforniity 
with  requirements  of  Ordinances  relating  to  Health, 
section  55. 

Duri))g  the  past  year,  the  main  streets  have  beoi 
swept  every  day,  the  others  twice  a  week;  but  they 
have  not  been  kept  in  as  cleanly  a  condition,  because 
storekeepers  and  porters  remove  the  debris  i)ito  the 
street  instead  of  putting  the  same  in  vessels  for  the 
ash  men  to  remove.  If  this  custom  could  be  stopped, 
our  streets  could  be  kept  much  cleaner,  at  less  cost.' 
However  perfectly  the  streets  mav  be  cleaned  during 
the  day,  the  sweepings  from  buildings  render  them 
dirty  and  disagreeable. 

Unaccepted  Streets.  The  twenty-foot  streets  of 
South  Boston  are  in  a  condition  which  requires  im- 
mediate attention.  Many  of  the  structures  on  these 
streets  are  tenement  buildings,  with  defective  drains 
and  cesspools,  and  at  low  grades;  their  condition 
would  be  greatly  improved  if  the  city  would  accejit 
the  streets,  place  them  at  a  proper  grade,  with  good 
sewerage,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  paved;  thereby 
insuring  cleanliness,  which  is  now  sadly  deficient  for 
wa)it  of  proper  care  frcnn  abutters. 

The  attention  of  the  Uovernmcint  is  also  called  to 
the  im])ortanee  of  proper  drainage  and  grading  of 
what)sk)iown  as  the  Fellows-street  District,  lyi))g 
l)etween  Albany  street  and  Harrison  avenue.  Also 
the  teri'itoi'y  on  the  westerly  side  of  Tremont  street, 
froni  Davenport  sti'eet  to  Milford  place. 

A  scliedule  of  ])roperty  shows  147  horses,  with  their 
harnesses,  valued  at  $300  each,  $44,100;  114  carts  for 
ashes,  etc.,  $17,200;  48  one-horse  wagons,  foi-  olfal, 
$i)(i()0;  14  one-hoi'se  wagons,  for  (n^sspools,  $1200;  five 
water  ca)'ts,  $17.50;  with  various  itons  of  stock  a))d 
material  of  the  value  of  $112,300.  Of  the  ho)'ses,  there 
have  been  p)irchased  32  durijig  the  year,  3  liave  bee)i 
killed,  0  have  died,  (>  have  been  exchanged,  and  7 
have  been  sold. 


EXTENSION   OF   QUINCY   PLACE. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners,  for  the  extension  of  Quincy  place,  at 
an  expense  of  .'i;12,784. 

A  schedule  of  the  expense  gives  the  following 
items:  Unknown  owners,  (Quincy  place,  3725  feet,  at 
no  expense.  Timothy  McCarthy,  12  Pearl  place,  223 
feet,  $8  per  foot;  damages,  $200— total,  $1984.  Trus- 
tees of  the  Permanent  Peace  Fund,  13  Pearl  place, 
1142  feet,  $8;  damages,  $314— $9450.  Heirs  of  James 
Carbrey,  14  Pearl  place,  140  feet,  $8;  damages,  $182— 
$13.50.  ■  Total,  5236  feet,  $12,088;  damages,  $69G— $12,- 
784. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

UEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  Saratoga  street,  between 
Bremen  and  Swift  streets,  and  on  petition  of  the 
Howard  Watch  Company,  for  leave  to  locate  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  on  Eustis  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Prescott  street,  were  severally  taken  up.  No  person 
appearing  in  either  case,  the  reports  were  recommit- 
ted. 

The  hearing  on  petition  of  N.  C.  Munson,  for  leave 
to  cross  a  portion  of  Yarmouth  street  with  a  rail 
track,  was  also  taken  up.  A  remonstrance  was  pre- 
sented against  the  same  from  Matthias  Rich  and  oth- 
ers, who  asked  for  a  hearing  on  the  sub.iect. 

Sidney  A.  Stetson  appeared  for  renionstrants,  and 
stated  that  a  similar  petition  was  presented  at  the 
close  of  the  last  year  by  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Company,  which,  being  objected  to,  was 
withdrawn.  This  application  they  believed  to  be 
more  objectionable  than  the  other,  the  object  being 
to  )nake  a  depot  for  the  sale  of  sand,  gravel  and 
other  materials.  There  is  a  street  in  the  rear  of 
Yar)nonth  street,  which  has  not  been  accepted,  but 
which  is  proposed  to  be  used,  and  it  is  objected  to 
the  rnuning  of  cars  all  night  with  the  noise  of  such 
trains  and  of  carts.  Many  of  the  residents  made 
their  residence  there  hoping  to  get  away  from  the 
noise,  and  it  would  be  injurious  to  that  property  and 
to  the  land  yet  to  be  built  upo)). 

Mr.  Stetso)!  suggested  that  if  there  must  be  a  place 
for  the  deposit  of  gravel  in  that  vicinity,  iit,  should  be 
on  the  heater  piece  some  fifty  or  sixty  rods  from 
that  point,  which  has  been  given  up  to  such  uses, 
and  will  equally  answer  the  purposes  designed  by 
such  a  tract.  In  answer  to  Alderman  Power,  he  said 
he  should  object  to  such  a  track  if  only  for  temporary 
purposes,  and  it  would  be  more  objectionable  during 
the  summer  than  in  the  winter,  the  residents  not 
being  of  the  class  who  leave  the  city  in  the  summer, 
and  they  would  be  much  annoyed  by  the  travel  and 
the  dust. 

W.  A.  Heyer  stated  that  he  had  fifteen  lots  of  land 
on  Dartmouth  street,  which  he  should  consider  would 
be  injured  by  the  location  of  a  railroad  track  in  the 
vicinity. 

Hiram  Ames  owned  a  house  which  was  but  a  hun- 
dred feet  from  the  projected  line  of  railroad  track, 
and  he  would  be  injured  by  the  track.  No  objection 
would.be  made  to  a  track  if  it  was  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  land  for  the  removal  of  a  nuisance, 
but  this  was  not  of  tliat  character. 

N.  C.  Bonnell,  owner  of  two  houses,  believed  they 
would  be  injured  by  the  location  of  the  track  in  tlie 
vicinity,  and  should  not  expect  to  be  able  to  sell  his 
houses. 

U.  H.  Coffin  also  objected  to  the  proposed  track  as 
an  injury  to  all  the  property  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  report  was  recommitted. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  order  to  pay  Benjamin  B.  Converse  $269,  for 
land  damages  on  Cottage  street,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

PAPERS   FR®M   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Michael  Kelley  and  others,  John 
W.  Collison,  Charles  Cullis,  and  of  N.  C.  A.  Preble 
and  others,  and  the  remonstrance  of  W.  S.  Dexter, 
and  others,  were  severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  'on  petition  of  Robert 
Johnson  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused  by  a  fall  into 
a  sewer  trench. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Charles 
J.  McKay  to  be  paid  for  injuries  done  to  his  wife  by 
a  fall  in  Tremont  street. 

The  Older  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions 
lo  re|)ort  wilhin  one  month  on  the  subject  of  a  Home 
for  the  I'oor  was,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Ilulbert, 
laid  (ui  the  table. 

The;  resolve  lequosting  the  Cliief-Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Di'part)n(ait  to  make   his  annual  report  before 
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March  27  was,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  laid  ou 
tlio  talilc. 

The  report  and  order  to  allow  John  Lynch  to  make 
a  wooden  addition  to  his  building  on  Foundry  street 
was  passed. 

The  order  authorizing  the  sale,  by  public  auction, 
of  a  certain  estate  taken  from  C.  M.  Wheelwright,  at 
the  corner  of  Water  and  Broad  streets,  not  required 
for  the  improvement  of  said  streets,  was  amended  by 
providing  that  the  sale  shall  not  be  less  than  a  mini- 
mum price  fixed  by  Committee  on  Streets,  and,  as 
amended,  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  ordinance  was  passed,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  Fire  Department,  so  that  the  election  of  Chief- 
Engineer  shall  take  place  within  ninety  days  after 
the  first  Monday  in  February,  and  the  organization 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers  shall  occur  on  first  Mon- 
day in  May;  and  the  election  of  secretary  shall  take 
place  within  thirty  days  thereafter. 

The  ma.iority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  subject  of  enlarging  the 
area  of  the  streets  around  the  now  Post  OlHce  com- 
ing up,  the  acceptance  of  the  minority  report  with 
order  for  Street  Commissioners  "to  report  a  state- 
ment of  the  expense  of  taking  and  laying  out  the 
parcel  of  land  between  C^ongress  street.  Milk  street, 
and  Bath  street;  and  laying  oat  and  widening  Water 
street  to  sixty  feet  between  Congress  and  Devonshire 
streets,"  was  concurred  in. 

OVEKSEEKS   OP   THE  POOR. 

The  report  nominating  Frederic  W.  Lincoln,  Jo- 
seph Buckley,  Phincas  Crane  and  Thomas  F.  Temple 
as  Overseers  of  the  Poor  was  accepted,  when  the 
Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  resulting  as  follows: 

Wliole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessai'y  to  a  cVioicc , t 

Frederic  W.  Lincoln VZ 

Joseph  Buckley : . .  .12 

Phincas  Crane 12 

Thomas  F.  Temple 12 

The  several  persons  named  wore  declared  to  be 
unanimously  reelected,  in  concurrence. 

TRUSTEE   OP  THE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  election  of  C.  Levi  Woodbury  as  a  Trustee  of 
the  Public  Library,  in  place  of  Daniel  S.  Curtis,  chosen 
by  this  Board,  came  up,  when  the  Board  proceeded  to 
a  ballot,  resulting  as  follows: 

"Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  clioice 7 

J)aniel  S.  Curtis il 

C.  Levi  Woodbury 3 

Mr.  Curtis  was  again  declared  to  be  elected,  in  non- 
concurrence. 

REPORTS   or    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
made  a  report,  recommendhig  the  confirmation  of 
the  nominations  of  Charles  H.  Tighe  and  James 
Hathaway  as  police  officers. 

Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  i)etition  of  J.  B.  Wheelock, 
for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  three  horses 
on  Linden  street,  near  Dorchester  avenue.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Randall,  for  leave  to  place  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  on  lot  13  on  Chelsea  street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Powei',  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  W.  ('arter  for  leave  to  erect  two  brick  and 
pipe  kilns  on  Hospital  wharf,  so  called,  near  Albany 
street,  made  a  report  recommending  the  jiassage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  to  Thomas  W. 
Carter  to  erect  two  brick  and  pipe  kilns  in  the  ?ruild- 
ing  on  Hospital  wharf  near  Albany  street,  on  condi- 
tion that  said  Carter  will  agree  to  remove  said 
kilns  without  expense  to  the  city  whenever  notified 
so'to  do  by  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  (xibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Alarms,  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  P.  H, 
ITndervvood  and  others  for  a  clock  upon  the  new 
schoolhouse  in  Ward  12,  made  a  report,  that  after  a 
carefnl  consideration  of  the  subject,  they  are  of  the 
unanimons  opinion  that  tlic  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  reconnnend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms, 
under  the  direction  of  tlie  committee  on  that  dejiart- 
ment,  shnll  be  aiitboiized  to  place  a  clock  in  the 
tower  of  tlie  new  schoollioiise  at  City  Point,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $1000;  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Fire  Alarms,  Bells  and  Clocks. 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  Biyant  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  exceeding  the  legal 
dimensions  on  Franklin  court,  near  Norfolk  avenue. 
Ward  16,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  t  he  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  Edward  Bryant  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Franklin  court.  Ward  10,  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  application  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Fitton  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  exceeding  the  legal 
dimensions,  on  Brooks  and  Paris  streets,  made  a  re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  or- 
der: ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  James  Fitton  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Broolis  and  Paris  streets,  Ward 
1,  according  to  an  application  on  file  in  tlie  office  of 
the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
wliom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  J.  McNutt  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  in  the  rear  of  his 
factory  on  Wareham  street,  made  a  reiiort  recom- 
mending the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  P.  Bergen  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  exceeding  the  legal 
limits,  on  Cotting  and  Wall  streets,  the  proposed 
building  exceeding  the  dimensions  allowed  by  stat- 
utes relating  to  buildings  in  Boston;  also  on  petition 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions,  on  Palmer 
street,  Ward  13.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows: 
James  W.  Cheney  to  give  a  concert  at  John  A.  An- 
drew Hall,  March  2(1;  Ernst  Perabo  to  give  concerts 
at  We.sleyan  Hall  March  28  and  Ajjril  11;  Julius  A. 
Jones  as  an  auctioneer;  to  sixteen  newsboys;  also 
to  sundry  persons  for  hack  and  carriage  stands,  hack 
license,  wagon  licenses,  as  victuallers,  dealers  in  sec- 
ond-hand articles,  intelligence  offices.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Michael  Keenan  for  a  license  as  a  vic- 
tualler.   Accepted. 

Alderman  Stobbins,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Water  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  (City  Document 
No.  29)  in  relation  to  the  necessity  for  an  additional 
sujjply  of  pure  water  from  Sudbury  River,  made  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  theCommittee  on  Finance, 
the  sum  of  .f  .500,000,  to  be  expended  under  tlie  direc- 
tion of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  in  furnishing  an 
additional  supply  of  pure  water  frinn  Sudbury  River. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mitiee  on  the  Water  Department,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  lequcstiiig  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  i'or  authority  to  take  land  for  a  reservoir 
on  Parker  Hill,  Ward  1.5,  made  a  report  that  tlii' 
proposed  reservoir  is  required  to  regulate  the  high- 
service  supply  for  Beacon  Hill,  Boston  Higlilands 
and  a  portion  of  Dorchester.  The  passage  of  the  or- 
der is  respectfully  recommended.  The  order  was  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  tiie  city  of  Boston  to 
purchase,  or  otherwise  take,  lands  on  Parker  Hill, 
so-called,  in  Ward  15,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  reservoir  thereon  to  supply  the  citizens  of  Boston 
with  pure  water,  and  also  authorizing  thc^  purchase 
or  taking  of  sucli  other  lands  as  may  lie  necessary  to 
convey  water  to  and  from  said  reservoir. 

The  questi<m  being  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading — 

Alderman  Ciark  said  he  did  not  understand  how 
the  matter  stood,  and  expr(\ssed  a  fear  that  the  meas- 
ure was  but  an  entering  wedge  of  the  expendilure  of 
$1.5,000,000  or  $20,000,01)0.  If  the  expenditure  was  to 
be  in  that  direction,  he  should  opjiosc  it  with  all  the 
strength  in  his  power,  and  he  hojied  the  Mayor 
would  make  no  such  insane  request  of  the  Legislat- 
ure;   It  v/ould  be  a  virtual  abandonment  of  the  sys- 
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tern  of  standpipes,  which  he  had  supposed  were  all 
that  is  necessary  in  tlie  supply  of  water. 

Alderman  Brown  iiKiuired  what  would  bo  the  pro- 
posed expense,  for  it  appeared  to  be  entirely  unneces- 
sary to  go  to  an  expenditure  of  from  ten  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  and  uncalled  for  at  the  present 
time,  when  the  standpipes  supplied  all  the  water 
that  was  necessary. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  this  order  had  no 
connection  with  the  other  which  had  been  reported, 
and  as  the  City  Engineer  was  present,  he  would  like 
to  call  upon  him  to  explain  the  object  of  the  pro- 
posed reservoir. 

The  City  Engineer  was  requested  to  explain  the 
necessity  for  the  reservoir. 

Mr.  Davis,  City  Engineer,  to  a  question  of  Alder- 
man Clark,  replied  that  the  reservoir  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  supply  of  the  city  with  water,  and  in 
reply  to  various  questions,  stated  the  advantages  and 
necessities  of  the  measure,  as  follows:  The  advan- 
tage of  the  reservoir  was  for  the  siipply  of  the  high- 
service  portions  of  the  city  in  caseo  of  Are— the  High- 
lands, Beacon  Hill,  Telegraph  Hill,  and  portions  of 
Dorchester.  The  reservoir  was  recommended  looking 
to  its  future  use  in  those  portions  of  the  city. 

Parker's  Hill  was  from  300  to  210  feet  above  tide 
water,  and  would  supply  watei'  at  a  rate  which  can- 
not be  relied  upon  by  the  standpipes.  The  engines 
connected  with  the  standpipes  are  now  required,  be- 
tween 10  and  12  o'clock  every  day,  to  make  revolu- 
lutions  half  as  fast  additional  to  the  usual  speed,  and 
one  day  in  a  month  twice  as  fast.  The  same  engines 
would  pump  water  into  the  reservoir,  and  the  reser- 
voir would  be  a  source  to  draw  from  in  cases  of  fire. 
In  rei)ly  to  Alderman  Stebbins,  he  said  that  the  Bea- 
con-Hiil  Reservoir  would  not  on  certain  days  be  able 
to  supply  engines  in  cases  of  fire. 

To  Alderman  OJibson  he  said  both  of  the  engines 
could  not  be  kept  in  operation  all  the  time,  and  one 
of  them  must  be  relied  itpon  for  use  in  case  of  re- 
pairs of  the  other.  The  expense  of  an  additional 
engine  would  be  $150,000,  and  the  expense  of  the 
reservoir  !ll;200,000.  The  reservoir  would  require  four 
acres  of  ground,  and  its  capacity  would  be  6,000,000 
gallons.  The  cost  of  the  standpipe  at  the  Highlands, 
he  supposed,  was  $3.5,000  to  40,000.  The  water,  of 
its  own  level,  would  come  to  within  about  a  hundred 
feet  of  the  top  the  hill. 

The  population  to  be  supplied  under  the  high  ser- 
vice was,  he  supposed,  more  than  double  what  it  was 
two  years  ago.  Beacon  Hill  and  South  Boston  could 
be  supplied  under  the  low  service,  but  the  stand- 
pipes  were  of  no  service  whatever  for  a  supply  for 
fires.  To  Alderman  Brown  he  said  there  had  been 
no  dearth  of  water  since  the  great  fire.  To  Alder- 
man Gibson  he  replied  that  the  standpipes  could  sup- 
ply 2,000,000  to  2,.500,000  gallons  in  24  hours,  and  vvitli 
a  new  main  4,000,000  gallons.  The  capacity  of  Bea- 
con-Hill Reservoir  he'  supposed  was  some  ;3,000,000 
gallons 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  evident  they  did  not 
sufiiciently  understand  the  matter  to  act  ui)on  it  al 
this  time,  and  information  could  better  bo  obtained 
in  a  more  familiar  manner  by  conversation  with  the 
C:ity  Engineer.  Under  such  circumstances  In;  thought 
it  would'bo  better  to  lot  it  lie  over.  It  would  appear 
that  the  expense  would  be  less  than  $000,000,  and  nol 
$5,000,000  or  $(1,000,000,  as  intimated  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  last  week. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  they  had  covered  almost 
all  the  parts  of  the  question,  and  by  further  inquiries 
might  be  able  to  cover  the  others.  It  would  appear 
that  Telegraph  Hill  would  be  ample  for  the  supi)ly  of 
South  Boston,  and  the  standpipes  for  the  Highlands. 

Alderman  Brown  inquired  if  the  Beacon-Hill  Res- 
ervoir was  not  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  water  to 
West  Boston. 

Mr.  Davis  replied  that  it  was  a  poor  means,  but 
could  be  used.  To  Alderman  Brown  he  replied  that 
there  was  no  lack  of  water  when  the  reservoir  was 
full  enough  for  use. 

Alderman  Brown  stated  that  ho  had  becm  often 
troubled  for  water  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reservoir, 
and  was  informed  that  it  was  for  lack  of  attachnuMits, 
which  would  be  provided  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Davis  said  the  reservoir  was  now  thnio-foiirths 
full. 

Alderman  Gibson  made  some  statements  al)out  a 
pump  which  h(^  saw  on  the  Connecticut  River  last 
fall,  which  ran  itself  without  expense  for  ftu'l,  and 
had  been  run  four  years  without  getting  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  motion  to  Ho  over 
would  prevail.  He  had  a  plan  which  ho  would  like 
to  mature  and  he  wished  further  time  in  which  to 
consider  this  matter.  The  ntnuxrks  of  the  Aldermen 
show<'d  clearly  that  they  wore  not  compel  out  at  this 
time  to  act  upon  the  subject. 

The  motion  for  the  ordvx  to  take  its  second  reading 
at  this  time  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  laid  over. 


Alderman  Ciaffield,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
the  School  Committee  tnat  the  City  Council  would 
make  certain  alterations  in  the  Harris  Schoolhouso, 
made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  furnish  a  master's  office  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  the  Harris  Schoolhouso,  and  make  such 
changes  in  the  location  of  the  privies  connected  with 
said  house  as  they  deem  expedient;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  pass- 
ed. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  the  City  Council  would  furnish  tablets 
bearing  the  name  of  the  Starr  King  Schoolhouse,  and 
insert  them  in  the  walls  of  the  building,  made  a  re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  procure  suitable  tablets  bearing  the 
name  of  the  "Starr  King  Schoolhouse,"  and  insert 
the  same  in  the  walls  of  said  house;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

riRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  committee  of  the  Board 
oi  Aldermen  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
the  Common  Council  on  the  matter  of  difforenco  be- 
tween the  two  branches  concerning  the  election  of 
a  First-Assistant-Assessor,  made  a  report  that  the 
two  committees,  having  conferred  together,  are  una- 
ble to  agree  upon  a  candidate  for  the  office. 

The  report  was  accepted,  when  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  a  ballot,  resulting  as  follows: 

Wholo  number  of  votes .12 

isocossary  to  a  choice 7 

-lames  J)enuie 10 

Tlieophilus  Burr 2 

Mr.  Dennie  was  declared  to  be  again  elected,  in 
non-currence. 

TRUSTEES    OF   MOUNT   HOPE   CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for 
Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  for  t\\'o  years. 
from  the  citizens  at  largo,  made  a  rcjjort,  recom- 
mending the  election  of  -Joseph  P.  Paine  and  Samuel 
B.  Hopkins.  The  report  was  accepted,  when  the 
Board  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  resulting  in  the  unani- 
mous election  of  Messrs.  Paine  and  Hopkins. 

REPORT   OP   COMMITTEE   ON   SALARIES. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Salaries,  to 
whom  were  recommitted  the  orders  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  several  city  officers  for  the  year  be- 
ginning on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  having  care- 
fully considered  the  subject,  would  respectfully  i-ec- 
ommend  the  passage  of  the  orders  in  a  new  draft. 
The  changes  proposed  in  the  salaries  as  first  reported 
are  as  follows: 

A  reduction  of  two  hundred  dollars  in  the  salary  of 
the  City  Surveyor,  so  as  to  make  the  increase  on  the 
present  salary  three  hundred  dollars  instead  of  five 
hundred. 

An  increase  of  three  hundred  dollars  each  per  an 
num  in  the  salaries  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers, 
the  Superintendont  of  Printing,   the  Superintonilent 
of  the  Public  Library,  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 

An  increase  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
in  the  allowance  for  the  care  and  superintendence  of 
Federal-street  Bridge,  on  account  of  the  additional 
draw  in  the  new  bridge. 

An  increase  in  the  )-ay  of  the  Dorchester  firemen 
to  an  amount  eipial  to  that  paid  in  other  sections  of 
the  city.  It  appears  from  the  records  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment that  the  members  of  companies  in  Ward  Ki 
are  called  upon  for  duty  more  frequently  than  those 
in  Roxbury  or  East  Boston. 

The  total  increase  over  the  amounts  at  present  ])aid 
for  salaries  and  clerk  biro  is  $15,.5li0,  namely:  For 
heads  of  departments  and  assistants,  $00,50;'  clork 
hire,  $4,8(10;  Dorchester  firemen,  $4(1.50. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  jiroposed  increase 
is  fully  justified  by  the  additional  duties  which  the 
several  departments  will  be  calUul  upon  to  perform 
during  the  ensuing  year  on  account  of  the  great  fire, 
and  also  on  account  of  tlio  natural  growth  of  the  city. 

K.csi)ecl fully  submitted. 

Signed  by  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Gaffield,  and 
Messrs.  Wilbur,  L(n-ingand  Ristoon  of  the  Council. 

The  S.-dary  l)ill  was  consiilorod,  and  the  several 
soclions  wore  .•ulo|)te<l  iinlil  section  one  of  the  second 
ordei' was  reached,  when  Alderman    (iibson    iiu|iiii'od 
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why  so  large  an  increase  was  made  to  the  salary  of 
the  City  Engineer. 

It  was  replied  that  the  salary  was  the  same  which 
was  paid  last  year. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  office  of  City  Engineer 
was  about  as  important  as  any  in  ths  city,  and  it  had 
been  sliown  to  be  very  important.  Mistakes  might 
l)e  made  which  would  cost  the  city  many  thousands 
of  dollars,  and  a  neglect  to  devote  the  whole  time 
and  attention  to  the  city  would  prove  to  be  very  inju- 
rious to  the  city's  interests.  It  happened  that  he 
knew  something  about  this  matter,  for  last  year, 
when  Mr.  Davis,  the  Engineer,  was  a  candidate  for 
the  office,  his  competitor  was  Mr.  Wilson,  and  they 
were  both  well  cpialiiiod  for  the  oflice.  The  salary 
was  none  too  much,  should  it  be  filled  by  a  man  who 
was  worthy  and  fully  competent  to  fill  tlio  office. 

Alderman  GiI)5on  inquired  if  it  was  necessary  that 
the  City  Engineer  should  have  the  use  of  a  liorse  and 
vehicle  which  could  cost  not  less  than  $600  a  year 
for  the  care  of  them? 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  others  had  the  use  of 
a  horse  and  vehicle  who  had  no  more  use  for  them, 
and  the  services  of  the  engineer  were  well  worth  all 
that  was  paid  for  them.  The  city  allowed  thc^  most 
competent  engineer  to  leave  here,  and  he  was  now 
having  a  salaiy  of  $10,000  a  year.  In  the  case  of  the 
present  engineer,  he  did  not  seek  the  office,  but  the 
office  sought  him. 

The  salary  of  the  City  Surveyor  [being  under  con- 
sideration, Alderman  Gibson  said  as  thiswas  the  first 
proposed  increase,  he  should  oppose  any  change 
from  the  salaries  of  last  year,  for  if  one  was  to  be  in- 
creased all  others  must  be  increased  in  the  same 
proportion.  The  people  do  not  expect  it,  and  he  was 
prepared  to  oppose  any  increase,  for  should  there  be 
increase  in  one  of  tlie  heads  of  departments  there 
must  be  in  the  others,  and  all  the  way  down  to  the 
lowest-paid  person  in  the  employment  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  the  salary  of  the  City 
Surveyor  was  not  increased,  an  allowance  having 
been  made  for  his  services  in  past  years  for  work  oil 
the  Fort-Hill  District.  Now  he  is  required  to  act  as 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  without  any 
additional  compensation.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  very  com- 
jietent  man,  and  the  salary  was  not  more  than  he  was 
entitled  to,  and  he  believed  he  could  get  much  better 
pay  elsewhere. 

Alderman  Sayward  objected  to  any  cutting  down  of 
salaries,  and  if  the  gentleman  believed  that  auj' 
heads  of  departments  with  which  he  was  connected 
did  not  receive  salary  enough,  he  should  move  an 
amendment.  He  ioelieved  that  officers  should  be 
paid  enough  to  be  able  to  lay  up  scnnething,  and  not 
be  turned  out  when  they  become  old. 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  it  appeared  that  there 
was  an  increase  of  the  salary,  for  there  was  an  out- 
side arrangement  for  the  payment  for  extra  services. 
If  there  was  to  be  an  increase  of  salaries,  he  could 
not  see  how  they  could  stop  short  of  increasing  the 
pay  of  all  pei'sons  connected  with  the  City  Govern- 
ment, for  the  laborer  was  entitled  to  pay  enough  to 
enable  him  to  live  as  well  as  others. 

Alderman  Clark  further  stated  that  no  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  made  for  extra  services  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  so  that  his  salary  would  amount  to  just 
what  it  did  last  year. 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  although  it  was  said 
they  were  done  paying  him  for  services  on  Fort  Hill, 
he  did  not  sec  why  they  might  not  pay  liim  for  ser- 
vices on  the  SufEolk-street  District  or  somewhere 
else.  We  are  now  sending  over  to  England  to  bor- 
row money,  and  we  are  poor  and  not  rich,  for  we 
have  lost  $18,000,000  worth  of  property,  and  are  not 
flush.  We  should  not  increase  salaries,  hut  consult 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayers;  for  we  have  taken  a 
contract  to  carry  on  the  Government  economically. 

Alderman  Gattield  stated  that  the  officer  was  at  the 
head  of  a  department  with  which  he  was  connected, 
and  he  believed  he  could  get  a  much  larger  salary  by 
leaving  the  City  Hall,  where  he  had  been  for  twenty 
years.  Instead  of  having  but  six  men,  as  had  been 
stated,  the  Surveyor  had  forty  men  under  him.  In 
looking  over  the  proposed  increase  on  the  whole  bill, 
it  apjjcared  to  be  but  an  increase  of  one-seventh  of 
one  per  cent.  That  was  but  a  small  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  the  increase  of  valuation  of  the  city. 
He  would  propose  that  the  Salary  bill  should  be 
passed  as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  as  a  compromise  to  malvc 
the  salary  ,f  3.')00,  believing  that  there  should  not  be 
an  increase  of  salaries  to  any  extent,  when  the  rate 
of  taxation  goes  up  from  $11  .50  to  $14. 

Alderman  Clark  denied  that  the  city  was  poor,  for 
although  the  city  wished  to  borrow  $.5,000,000,  it 
would  be  gladly  taken  up.  He  believed  the  future 
of  the  city  would  be  such  as  it  never  was,  and  in  five 
years  we  should  i-ejoice  that  wo  had  had   a  fire.    The 


Alderman  from  W"ard  1  had  hardly  been  touched  by 
the  fire,  and  it  might  be  a  Godsend  to  him  in  the  in- 
creased value  of  some  materials.  The  city  was  not 
ruined  and  would  not  go  to  destruction,  for  the  dis- 
aster was  not  half  so  bad  as  was  that  of  1837  or  of 
1857.  The  rate  of  taxation  was  not  a  great  increase 
from  $11  .50  to  14,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  less 
than  $14  for  1000. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  could  see  no  reason  in 
the  objection  that  it  would  be  an  injustice  if  some 
salaries  were  raised  and  not  others.  Several  gentle- 
men had  been  in  office  many  years,  and  the  city 
could  not  afford  to  lose  their  services.  Allusion  had 
been  made  to  pay  of  sea  captains.  A  plenty  of  cap- 
tains could  be  found  at  .fSO  per  month,  but  some  cap- 
tains would  be  worth  .$200  while  others,  equally  as 
good  seamen,  would  not  be  worth  more  than  $.50,  be- 
cause they  could  not  make  money.  Some  of  the 
heads  of  departments  had  been  here  many  years,  at 
moderate  salaries,  and  there  were  plenty  of  mer- 
chants who  are  paying  $8000  to  $10,000  in  salaries  to 
persons  in  their  employment  because  it  pays  well  to 
keep  them. 

There  was  a  great  difference  between  a  captain  and 
a  common  sailor,  and  good  servants  often  made  but 
poor  masters.  It  should  be  the  policy  to  encourage 
and  keep  those  who  are  competent  to  fill  offices.  No 
doubt  thousands  of  men  covdd  be  found  who  would 
be  willing  to  take  the  offices  at  lower  salaries,  but  the 
affairs  of  the  city  have  been  conducted  by  h(mest 
men  and  not  thieves,  and  they  should  have  as  much 
as  they  can  command  in  other  positions.  Why  they 
do  not  leave  is  well  known,  because  those  who  were 
brought  up  here  don't  wish  to  start  off'  and  lireak  up 
old  as.sociations,  not  knowing  where  they  may  go, 
even  if  they  can  do  better. 

It  was  not  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  let  faith- 
ful olficers  go.  He  did  not  believe  either  in  the  pov- 
erty of  the  city,  and  had  no  fear  of  taxation.  The 
labor  of  the  City  Surveyor  would  now  be  greater  than 
ever  before,  and  a  mistake  by  an  incompetent  person 
might  easily  be  made  which  would  cost  $50,000  to 
$100,000.  lie  did  not  feel  ashamed  to  defeiul  raising 
the  salaries  of  some  of  the  heads  of  deiiartments, 
and  would  be  willing  to  go  before  the  people  on  the 
subject. 

Alderman  Gibson  remailiied  upon  the  labors  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  of  other  Aldermen,  and 
of  the  responsibility  which  they  incur,  without  com- 
pen.sation.  Whereas  if  the  heads  of  de))artm(^uts 
make  mistakes,  the  taxpayers  have  to  pay  the  bills, 
and  they  were  here  to  help  take  the  responsibility. 
The  Board  were  required  to  act  upon  their  best 
judgment  jr.st  as  the  heads  of  departments  do.  He 
had  seen  a  great  many  mistakes,  mistakes  made  in 
paving,  which  cost  the  city  thousands  of  dollars. 

Alderman  Power  remarked  that  ranch  greater  mis- 
takes would  be  made  by  fools  in  not  knowing  their 
business. 

_  Alderman  Gilison  responded  that  all  person's  were 
liable  to  mak(^  mistakes. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  the  Aldermen  seemed  to 
think  they  knew  as  much  as  the  heads  of  departuu'nts 
do,  yet  they  were  very  much  dependent  on  their  good 
judgment.  When  they  bad  such  experienced  men 
they  ought  not  to  lose  them. 

Alderman  Gaffield  explained  as  the  policy  of  the 
conmiittee  to  add  $.300  to  each  of  several  heads  of  de- 
partments for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  salaries. 

Alderman  Brown  wished  to  know  if  it  was  first  sup- 
posed the  City  Surveyor  was  worth  $3800,  why  reduce 
his  salary  by  this  bill? 

Alderman  Gaffield  replied  that  the  committee  at 
first  ask(!d  for  an  increase  of  $.500,  but  they  did  not 
wi.sh  to  lose  its  passage  and  made  a  reduction.  The 
changes  p"oposed  equalize  the  whole  thing,  making 
the  whole  haitpily  equalized  and  compromised. 

Alderman  Brown  said  the  committee  should  have 
stood  to  their  guns  if  they  believed  a  larger  increase 
was  demanded; 

Alderman  (rafficld  remarked  that  it  was  better 
sometimes  to  stoop  lower  in  order  to  jump  higher  the 
next  time. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  understand  that  any  sala- 
ries were  to  1)e  raised  except  those  of  officers  well 
tried.  He  did  not  believe  with  the  Alderman  that  the 
old  ship  was  going  to  be  a  wreck,  but  if  so  he  and  the 
Alderman,  who  had  had  some  experience  in  such  mat- 
ters, would  be  there  to  secure  her. 

Alderman  Gibson  did  not  believe  they  were  in  a 
condition  to  raise  all  salaries,  for  if  so  they  would 
not  get  through  before  the  1st  May. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  came  into  the  Board  as  a 
new  member,  and  he  never  was  so  agreeably  disap- 
pointed as  in  finding  the  heads  of  departments  men 
of  such  good  habits  and  capacity.  Their  system,  r'--g- 
ularity,  and  laboring  habits  wore  remarkable,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  increase  of  salaries  as  a  whole 
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was  .iuclicions.  The  committee  considerecl  the  mat- 
ter fully,  and  the  total  increase  of  salaries  of  heads  of 
departnienls  amounted  to  bnt  the  small  sum  of  JliOOO, 
besides  which  there  was  $4800  for  additional  clerk 
hire,  and  $4000  increase  on  pay  of  firemen. 

It  was  perfectly  right  and  proper  that  they  should 
discriminate  between  brain  and  muscle,  for  it  would 
be  a  misfortune  to  lose  some  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. He  was  surprised  that  they  could  retain  the 
services  of  some  of  these  officers,  many  of  whom  had 
sums  of  from  half  a  million  to  a  million  of  dollars 
largely  under  their  supervision,  with  a  moderate  com- 
pensation. As  near  as  he  could  understand,  not  a' 
breath  of  suspicion  was  entertained  in  relation  to 
their  capacity,  experience  and  fitness,  their  integrity 
and  good  habits.  It  was  not  unreasonable  that  such 
men  should  be  well  paid,  when  those  who  are  paid  by 
the  day  sh(nild  not  have  an  increase,  for  of  that  class 
there  are  multitudes  of  applicants  fully  as  compe- 
tent as  those  now  employed  by  the  city.  To  keep 
such  responsible  men  in  their  places,  he  believed  it  to 
be  the  best  thing. 

Aldei'uian  Gibson  said  the  remarks  might  be  very 
well,  and  no  doubt  the  increase  might  iVe  equitable 
and  .inst,  but  as  a  general  principle  if  an  increase  was 
to  be  made,  the  Chief  of  Police  was  as  good  an  oflicer 
as  any  of  them,  and  should  also  have  an  increase  of 
his  salary.  So  also  slionld  the  Superintendent  of  Fire 
Alarms  and  Inspecto)'  of  Buildings  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Ferries,  whose  duties  were  arduous  and 
long  continued.  They  could  not  expect  to  increase 
all  the  salaries  pro  rata.  He  did  not  doubt  that  should 
a  vacancy  occur  in  these  otlices  of  heads  of  depart- 
ments, a  hundred  applicants  would  be  made  in  a  day, 
and  one  thousand  in  a  week,  and  they  would  soon 
become  familiar  with  the  duties. 

T!ie  motion  of  Alderman  Brown  was  lost. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Sala- 
\y  bill  as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Brown  inquired  if  the  question  was  not 
on  the  adoption  of  the  section  relating  to  the  salary 
of  the  City  Surveyor. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  that 
(piestion,  which  was  carried  by  a  tote  of  8  to  4,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  Gaffleld,  Hnlbert,  Power, 
(J.uincy.  Sayward,  Stel)bins. 

Nays— Brown,  Cutter,  Emory,  Gibson. 

Alderman  Gatlield  renewed  his  motion  for  the 
adoi)tion  of  the  bill  as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Brown  suggested  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Ijamps  should  have  an  addition  of  $300  to  his 
salary. 

Alderuuni  Clark  inquired  if  it  was  necessary  that 
the  JJorchester  firemen  should  be  paid  as  high  as 
other  firemen  in  the  city,  for  it  might  induce  hard  or 
ill  feeling,  and  be  a  cause  of  complaint,  if  others  get 
no  UKM'e  than  they  do. 

Alderman  (Sattield  stated  that  it  appeared  the  Dor- 
chester firemen  wiu-e  called  out  oftener  than  were  the 
firemen  in  East  Boston  or  Roxbury,  and  tlic  connnit- 
tce  believed  that  it  would  be  better  as  a  whole  that 
they  slu)uld  receive  the  same  pay. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  was  hardly  to  be  expect- 
ed that  objection  would  be  made  to  this  increase, 
and  there  could  be  no  ill-feeling  among  firemen  in 
relation  to  the  matter. 

Alderman  (^uincy  said  he  had  but  to  repeat  the 
renuirks  \h:  made  (m  a  former  occasion,  that  it  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  uniform  system  of 
payment  to  secure  efficiency,  and  while  some  might 
not  have  so  hard  a  duty  as  others,  as  in  the  case  of 
jiolice  oflicers,  there  was  but  little  diliei'encc  in  the 
labor  reiiuired  of  the  different  firemen,  and  they 
should  be  paid  the  same. 

Alderman  Gibscm  moved  to  add  $300  to  the  salary 
of  the  Chief  of  Police. 

Alderman  Gallield  stated  that  the  changes  proposed 
in  heads  of  departments  were  t,o  increase  those  of 
$3300  to  $3000 ;  the  increase  to  the  Chief-or-Polico 
would  be  above  that  sum.  He  believed  they  should 
IKiss  it  as  it  is,  that  it  may  pass  the  Couiieil.  He 
would  suggest  as  an  amendment  to  make  it  .$3(100. 

'I'he  (iuesti(m  was  taken  on  increasing  the  salary  to 
$3K00,  which  was  lost— 2  to  10— as  follows: 

Yeas — Brown,  Gibscm. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Gatlield, 
Hulbert,  Power,  (Juincy,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Aldernnui  Hulbert  moved  to  fix  the  salary  at  .$3001). 
the  same  as  others  which  were  raised.  The  motion 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  8  to  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Galfield.  Hulbert. 
Power,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Nays— Cutler,  Emery,  Gibson,  (^.uiney. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  to  amend  section  two, 
page  eighteen,  to  make  the  pay  of  First  Assistant-As- 
sessors $8  a  day,  slating  that  their  services  were  very 
important,  and  of  more  consequence  than  the  salaries 
of  many  others  which  were  raised. 


Alderman  Clark  believed  they  paid  the  Assessors 
all  they  ought  to,  and  it  would  be  an  unnecessary  ex- 
l)enditure  when  there  were  so  many  applicants  for 
the  places.  If  it  was  the  salaries  of  the  Permanent 
Assessors,  it  might  be  another  thing. 

The  amendment  was  lost— 1  to  11 — Alderman  Brown 
alone  voting  for  it. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  liepartment  from 
$3300  to  $3600,  stating  that  no  city  had  a  more  faith- 
ful man  at  the  head  of  its  Fire  Department,  and  they 
would  always  have,  and  such  responsible  labors 
should  be  well  paid. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  regretted  the  opening  of  the 
dors  to  a  further  increase  of  salaries,  which  would 
lead  to  others.  The  Committee  on  Salaries  consid- 
ered this  very  question,  and  they  concluded  that  it 
was  not  important  that  it  should  he  raised,  and  the 
Chief  Engineer  did  not  request  it.  No  one  did  more  to 
elect  Mr.  Damrell  to  his  present  oflice  than  he;  and 
while  there  was  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  in 
the  community  in  relation  to  his  position,  it  would 
not  be  well  in  the  face  of  that  opinion  to  raise  the 
salary. 

Alderman  Brown  said  the  question  in  relation  to 
the  Chief-Engineer  was  not  to  ask  for  an  increase  of 
salary,  but  with  him  it  was  whether  he  should  be  re- 
tained in  office  or  not.  He  should  oppose  any  in- 
crease of  salary,  but  did  not  object  to  its  standing 
where  it  did.  He  should  be  surprised  at  the  Chief's 
asking  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  the  increase  had  been  com- 
menced, and  it  was  a  question  where  it  should  stop. 
The  salary  of  the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment should  be  larger  than  others,  for  it  was  an  oifice 
of  great  responsibility,  and  he  saved  property  that  it 
might  be  taxed  to  pay  other  expenses.  A  man  who 
goes  into  the  service  in  that  position  would  grow  old 
in  fifteen  years.     The  oflice  was  worth  $10,000  a  year. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  lie  agreed  that  the  Chief- 
Engineer  should  have  an  increase  of  salary,  but  it 
would  be  better  at  this  time  not  to  have  the  salary 
raised.  If  not  able  to  lay  up  money  in  the  otHce,  he 
should  be  allowed  an  annuity  to  give  hina  enough  to 
live  on  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Alderman  Gibson  further  remarked  upon  the  im- 
portance of  an  increase  in  this  salary,  for  if  other 
salaries  were  raised,  it  would  be  a  stigma  on  those 
not  raised,  as  to  their  competency.  '  They  should 
raise  them  all  and  serve  them  all  alike. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  an  adjournment,  that 
they  might  confer  with  their  constituents  in  relation 
to  the  increase  of  salaries. 

Alderman  Clark  opposed  adjournment,  for  there 
was  much  business  to  put  in. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  to  lay  the  Salary  bill  on 
the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  olijected,  because  it  was  neces- 
sary to  finish  the  Salary  bill,  which  talvcs  ellect  1st  of 
April, 

The  motion  was  lost — 1  to  7. 

xMderman  Clarli  said  he  would  not  press  this  mat- 
ter of  the  salary  of  the  Chief-Engineer,  and  this  was 
not  the  time  for  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  that 
officer.  The  office  when  well  filled  should  command 
a  salary  of  $.5000.  In  his  opinion  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  most  arduous,  and  for  its  res]ionsil)ilities 
the  services  were  not  well  paid.  It  was  not  I  he  (|ues- 
tion  who  should  be  the  ofticer,  but  what  should  be 
paid  for  the  services.  If  not  the  best  officer,  when 
the  subject  comes  up  as  to  the  capai)ilitios  of  the 
l)rescnt  Chief-Engineer,  he  should  be  ready  to  shdw 
his  hand. 

Alderman  Brown  wished  to  laiow  whether  the  fix- 
ing of  the  salary  was  not  for  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  oflice. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  he  had  no  right  to  ask 
the  question.  The  present  incumbent  had  been  vile- 
ly slandered  and  traduced,  audit  was  his  opinion  that 
lie  should  have  a  salary  of  $,'i000  and  be  furnished 
with  a  club  for  use  upon  his  Iradueers. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  this  was  his  fourth  year  in 
the  City  Government,  and  he  had  always  voted  for 
Mr.  Damrell,  yet  if  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  for  an 
increase  of  salary  he  should  say  no,  for  Mr.  Dami'ell 
had  not  asked  for  it 

Alderman  Clark  believed  this  office  was  as  impor- 
l,ant  as  that  of  the  Chief-of-Police,  and  should  be  as 
well  paid. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  it  would  be  doing  great 
injustice  not  to  increase  this  salary  when  others  Were 
increased.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  (Government  be- 
lieved in  the  statements  of  his  tniducers.  Without 
fear  of  contradiction,  he  contendi'd  thai  the  olflce 
was  as  important  as  that  of  the  Mayor  or  any  other, 
and  it  was  worth  $10,000  to  take  (  barge  of  sueli  a  fire 
as  that  of  November  last,  lie  supposed  he  uiight 
make  mistakes,  but  he  was  active  .-nul  euergelic  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
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Alderman  (inincy  said  it  might  be  construed  as  a 
vote  of  contidence  to  increase  tlie  salary.  This  was 
uot  the  moment  to  Increase  the  salary,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  Cliief  to  have 
it  increased.  It  was  not  the  time  under  the  circum- 
stances to  increase  the  salary. 

Alderman  Emery  believed  the  duties  of  the  office 
were  worth  as  much  as  the  city  pays  to  others,  and 
he  could  uot  see  why  they  should  not  pay  him  as 
much, 

The  question  was  taken  on  Alderman  Clark's 
motion,  which  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  2  to  10,  Alder- 
men Clark  and  Gibson  alone  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  make  the  salary  $3500. 
This  he  said  was  but  due  to  that  officer,  taking  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  city  never  had  any 
better  and  never  would  have.  There  had  been  a 
great  outside  pressure  to  put  him  down  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  public,  and  a  certain  person  who  seemed 
to  have  no  other  office  than  at  the  City  Hall,  and  pos- 
sessed bnt  a  small  amount  of  brains,  had  been  en- 
gaged in  circulating  a  petition  derogatory  to  the 
character  and  ctliciency  of  the  Chief  Engineer. 

Statements  had  been  made  to  certain  members  of 
this  Board  by  this  person,  who  had  heretofore  made 
a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and  was  now  vilely  slander- 
ing and  traducing  the  Chief  Engineer.  He  had  given 
as  a  reason  why  he  was  in  favor  of  him  that  he  might 
get  the  votes  of  the  Eire  Department.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  but  did  not  favor  tlie 
increase  of  the  pay  of  the  firemen  a  picayune.  So 
that  the  position  where  he  stood  was  that  he  might 
get  the  vote  of  the  engineer,  and  lose  that  of  40()  or 
rM  firemen. 

No  city  in  the  world  had  a  better  Chief  Engineer 
than  this  city  had,  and  no  clearer  record  could  be 
found  than  tliat  of  this  officer  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
No  city  was  better  protected  from  fires,  and  the  de- 
partment had  always  been  managed  with  the  liest 
skill  and  judgnu'iit.  It  was  because  of  the  villilic'a- 
tions  of  irresp()nsil)le  persons  that  he  believed  the 
salary  shonld  be  increased.  As  the  city  increases  in 
size  there  must  every  year  be  an  increase  in  engines, 
men  and  otliei-  means  of  putting  out  firc^s,  but  there 
never  can  be  any  better  (Jhief  Engineer  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  rejjcated  that,  he  had  always 
been  a  firm  friend  of  Mr.  Damrell,  l)ut  he  feared  lie 
might  ask  to  be  saved  from  liis  friends  if  much  more 
was  said  by  the  Alderman.  In  this  case  he  might  re- 
mind the  Alderman  of  what  he  said  the  other  day,  that 
ten  Aldermen  would  uot  be  likely  to  change  their 
votes,  and  he  believed  tlK^y  had  better  vote  for  the 
bill  as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  (lie  motion  would  not  be 
pressed,  because  if  refused  it  might  be  taken  as  an 
indication  of  wrong.  There  was  no  indication  of 
feeling  as  to  the  fitness  or  competency  of  tlie  pres- 
ent Chief  Engineer,  but  in  the  public  mind  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  regard  to  the  hite  fire,  and 
until  that  was  setled  it  would  be  better  to  let  the 
salary  stand  as  it  is.  Tliere  were  some  who  would 
oppose  an  increase  on  jirineiple.  but  this  may  be 
taken  as  against  him.  It  liad  better  be  left  as  it  is. 
Any  gentleman  who  is  fit  for  the  office  should  have  a 
larger  salary  than  the  paltry  sum  which  $200  addi- 
tional would  give. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  the  salary  should  be 
levelled  up,  and  it  will  be  an  injury  to  the  feelings 
of  the  Chief-Engineer   not   to   have   the   salary   in- 


creased. The  opening  of  the  question  by  increasing 
of  salaries,  as  he  told  them,  would  require  an  in- 
crease clear  down  to  the  street  sweeper,  who  earned 
his  money  honestly. 

Alderman  Power  said  this  would  not  alter  his  opin- 
ion or  feeling.  He  proposed  to  vote  for  Mr.  Damrell 
if  he  could  not  find  a  better  man,  but  he  had  not  seen 
that  man.  The  occasion  which  had  caused  this  con- 
troversy would  probably  never  occur  again,  but  he 
should  vote  against  the  increase  of  the  salary. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  w-as  the  salary  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  and  not  Mr.  Damrell  which  was  before 
them,  for  he  might  not  be  a  candidate  for  the  oftice. 
The  remarks  he  made  were  with  reference  to  the  pe- 
tition which  was  circulated  against  him.  The  salary, 
he  understood,  must  be  fixed  for  this  year,  and  could 
not  be  altered. 

Alderman  Brown  said  he  was  committed  to  no  man, 
and  supposed  from  the  remarks  made  that  the  salary 
was  fixed  for  the  present  Chief-Engineer. 

The  (piestion  was  taken  on  Alderman  Clark's  mo- 
tion to  make  the  salary  $3,500,  which  was  lost,  2  to  10, 
Alderman  Clark  and  Gibson  voting  yea,  as  before. 

The  question  then  recurred  again  upon  the  motion 
of  Alderman  Gaffield,  to  vote  upon  the  bill  as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  they  should  act  upon  cacli 
section  separately  and  carefully. 

Alderman  Gibson  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  bridge  to  $1000, 
and  gave  as  reason  that  he  was  obliged  to  employ 
extra  help. 

The  motion  was  lost,  2  to  10,  Aldermen  Gibson 
and  Ilulbert  voting  yea. 

Alderman  Gaffield  urged  the  taking  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  Power  said  there  were  one  or  two  things 
he  could  not  vote  for  in  the  bill,  and  what  they  do 
should  lie  done  in  a  proper  manner. 

Alderman  Brown  expressed  sorrow  to  see  the  mat- 
ter pressed,  for  each  section  should  be  considered. 

Alderman  (Jaffield  did  not  consider  the  matter  to  be 
niiprecedented.  The  rejiort  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
compromise,  and  such  ])ropositions  were  not  uu.iiist 
when  other  means  fail  in  carrying  out  a  measure. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  it  would  be  unjust  to  pass 
the  bill  now  unless  they  reconsidered  the  changes 
wliich  had  been  made.  Otherwise,  it  would  be  a  re 
flection  upon  the  Chic^f-Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. He  would  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
increasing  the  salary  of  the  Chief  of  Police. 

The  nioti(ui  was  carried,  when  the  question  recur- 
red upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gaffield,  to  pass  the  order 
as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  and  act 
upon  it  section  by  section.    Lost. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Glaffield  was  carried,  by  a 
vote  of  7  yeas  to  ti  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  Gaffield,  Ilulbert,  Qiiincy. 
Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Nays— Brown,  Cutter,  Emery,  Gibson,  Power. 

ORDEllS   OF   NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Cyrus  Wakefield,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  the  corner  of 
Friend  and  Market  streets.  Hearing  Monday,  April 
14,  at  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
for  a  location  on  Columbus  avenue,  from  Berkeley 
street  to  Park  square.  Hearing  Monday,  April  14,  4 
P.M. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    87,    1873. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alrtenncn  was 
held  this  afternoon,  at  one  o'clock,  called  by  the 
mayor,  to  act  upon  tlie  subject  of  street  widenings, 
and  in  relation  to  a  reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS   PKESENTED   AND    REFERRED. 

E.  S.  Johnson,  that  edgestones  he  set  on  Brook 
avenue. 

Orsamns  Nntc,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
in  this  city,  on  the  Back  Bay  and  South  End. 

Severally  referred  tp  the  t'ommittee  on  Paving. 
■   Lynn  ABoston  Railroad  (  ompany,  to  he  paid  for 
injiiry  to  their  horses  on  account  of  a  defect  in  War 
rcn  Bridge. 

Everett  National  Bank,  to  be  compensated  for  loss 
of  property  caused  by  action  of  the  agents  of  the  city 
at  the  recent  lire. 

Stephen  Meek,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  re- 
ceived on  account  of  an  alleged  defect  in  DevoHshire 
street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

S.  Hall  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  stable 
for  eight  horses  on  Hall's  wharf,  Border  street,  East 
Boston. 

H.  P.  Oakman,  for  leave  to  occui)y  a  v/ooden  stable 
for  one  horse,  on  Oakman  place.  Ward  l(i. 

J.  B.  Caipent(T,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  four  horses,  at  53!)  First  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

George  F.  Meachani  and  others,  for  the  reissue  of 
the  permit  to  occupy  a  part  of  the  sidewalk  on  School 
street.     Referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Police. 

ORDEK   OP   NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Dennison  &  Com])any,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  and  engine  at  18  Nor- 
folk jdace.  Hearing  Monday,  April  14,  4  P.  M. 

A  requisition  from  the  sheriff  of  Suflblk,  on  ac- 
count of  the  jail,  for  i^-i\:il  80,  was  approved  of. 

WIDENINC4   01'  DEVONSHIRE   STREET. 

A  resoh'c  and  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Devonshire  street, 
at  and  near  the  corner  of  Franklin  street,  by  taking 
401  feet  of  land  owned  by  Gardner  Brewer,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $20  per  foot— $8080;  272  feet  of  land 
owned  by  Gleorge  C.  liichardson,  at  a  cost  of  !|;.5440. 
and  80  feet  of  land  owned  by  .Tames  H.  Beat,  at  a 
cost  of  fnao— total,  !|;].'j,180. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  resolve  and  or- 
der was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

WIDENING   OP   CONCJEESS   AND   WATER  STREETS. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Street  Commissi(mcrs: 

Boston,  March  27,  1873. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council — Upon  tbe  hon- 
orable Council's  order  of  March  24,  1873,  requesting 
estimates  of  laying  out  the  parcel  of  land  iietween 
Congress  street.  Milk  street,  etc.,  and  of  widening 
Water  street  opposite  the  site  of  the  new  Post  Office^ 
the  commissioners  present  the  following: 

In  the  matter  of  laying  out  the  parcel  of  land  be- 
tween Conaress  street,  Milk  street  and  Bath  street: 
Land  of  James  Tweeds.  734  feet.  $m  per  foot,  $.500  dam- 
ages, $24,723  total;  of  James  Lawrence,  :SH01  feet,  $21 
per  foot,  $l(i(iO  damages,  $83,581  total;  of  Ellen 
Stearns,  1.54  feet.  $23  i)er  foot,  $105  damages,  $:«07 
total.  Amount  of  land  taken,  4789  feet;  total  cost  and 
damages,  $112,010. 

And  in  that  of  widening  Water  street  to  sixty  feet, 
between  Ccmgress  street  and  Devonshire  street:-- 
Land  of  E.  A.  M'hite  and  others,  trustees,  2(i;-!0  feet, 
$:^5  per  foot,  $1200  damages,  $0.3,2.50  total;  of  Beals, 
Greene  &  Co.,  !I05  feet,  $45  per  foot,  damages  $75,- 
000,  total  $118,425.  Total— Land,  $3595;  damages, 
$70,200;  damages  and  costs,  $211,075. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

WIDENING   OP   CONGRESS   STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  lor  the  widening  of  Congress  street, 
between  Water  and  State  streets,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $5.57,350. 
The  several  items  of  estimates  are  as  follows: 
G.  D.  Howe  and  otheis,  trustees,  N"o.  .50  Congress 
street,  OSO  feet  of  land.  $38;  damages,  .$.500;  total, 
.$20,:340.  Francis  M.  Johnson,  Nos.  48-42  do..  1401 
feet,   $35;  damages,   $(i()5— $49,700.      H.    L.    IlaHett, 


trustee,  No.  40,  703  feet,  $42;  damages,  $524— $:B0,050. 
William  S.  Perry,  Nos.  ;B4-30  do.,  1C44  feet,  $45;  dam- 
ages, $1000— $47,980.  Unknown  owners,  passageway 
87  feet.  Heirs  of  H.  Meredith,  Nos.  20-24,  6:30  feet, 
P2;  uamages,  .$1000— $21,160.  John  L.  Gardner, 
Nos.  22-20,  813  feet,  $37;  damages,  $19,500- $38,481. 
Unknown  owners,  passageway  255  feet,  l^ew  Eng- 
land Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  Nos.  6-2,  cor- 
ner of  State  street,  3583  feet,  $65;  damages,  $105,750 
— $338,045.  Tremont  National  Bank,  41  State  street; 
damages,  $.5000.  Total  8890  feet  of  land,  .$423,417; 
damages  to  buildings,  $133,939— $5.57,350. 

PARKER  HILL,  RESERVOIR. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Water  Board: 

City  of  Boston,  City  Haix,         ) 

CocHiTUATE  Water  Board  Office,  >• 

March  20,  1873.      \ 

To  the  City  Council— In  view  of  the  consumption 
of  water  in  that  section  of  the  city  known  as  the 
High-Service  District,  this  board  has  been  led  to  con- 
sider the  ability  and  capacity  of  our  present  facilities 
to  answer  the  present  and  probable  future  require- 
ments. 

The  High-Service  District  inclnles  Beacon  Hill, 
Telegraph  Hill  (South  Boston),  and  the  more  elevat- 
ed lands  in  the  Highl.ands  and  Ward  16. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  water  in  all  these 
localities,  but  more  especially  in  Wards  14,  15  and  10; 
and  the  records  at  the  pumping  works  show  an  in- 
crease of  about  fifty  per  cent,  within  the  last  twelve 
months. 

The  question  of  capacity  and  the  consideration  of 
the  present  and  i)robabl'e  future  wants  have  been 
submitted  to  the  City  Engineer,  with  a  request  that 
the  subject  receive  his  careful  attention. 

With  this  communicat.i(m  we  submit  the  engineer's 
report,  covering  the  whole  subjecT.,  and  to  which  we 
ask  your  ccmsideration. 

From  the  facts  therein  stated,  it  ii-  evident  that  our 
facilities  must  be  increased  without  delay,  and  to  ac- 
complish this,  two  plans  are  submited — first,  to  add 
more  engines  and  lioilers;  second,  to  establish  a 
reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  llighUuid  District. 

After  considering  these  plans,  this  board  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  latter-named  jilan  is  the  most  desir- 
able, and  we  recommend  the  building  of  a  reservoir 
wilh  a  capacity  of  at  least  six  million  galhms. 

The  figures  relating  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
undertaking  (about  $2;W,000)  may  be  found  in  the  en- 
gineer's report. 

Legislative  action  will  be  necessary  to  enable  the 
city  to  take  the  land  required,  and  we  suggest  that 
immediate  ajiplication  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
now  in  session  for  such  authority.  The  precaution- 
ary measures  suggested  in  the  engineer's  rejiort  (see 
page  eiglit)  have  been  adopted  by  this  board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chari.es  H.  Ai.len, 
President  of  Cochituate  Water  Bo.ard. 

The  communication  of  the  City  Engineer  says — 

The  districts  included  within  the  limits  iharked 
out  on  (he  map  for  (he  high-service  distributing  sys- 
tem constitute  more  than  one-third  of  the  present 
area  of  the  city. 

They  are,  Beacon  Hill  in  Boston  proper.  Telegraph 
Hill  ill  Sonth  Boston,  Parker's  Hill,  Fort  Hill,  Tom- 
my's Rock  and  the  Seaver-IIill  territory  in  Roxbury, 
aiid  the  range  of  high  lands  which  forms  the  greater 
jKirtiou  of  Dorchester;  making  in  all  an  area  of 
about  tliirty-tive  hundred  acres, 

A  part  ot'  this  area  is  not  now  supplied  with  water, 
and  future  annexations  will  greatly  increase  this  area 
and  it  is  said  it  is  therefore  evident  that  the  high- 
service  works  \\}]]  in  a  few  years  form  one  of  the 
most  important  divisions  of  the  entire  system  of 
water  supply,  and  it  is  particularly  desirable  that 
their  general  character  and  outline  shall  be  deter- 
mined upon  at  as  early  a  day  ,4s  the  necessary  data 
foi-  this  purpose  can  be  obtained,  that  whatever  ex- 
tensions are  made  in  the  existing  system  may,  if 
possible,  be  so  made  that  they  will  form  parts  of,  or 
be  available  for,  the;systeiu  of  the  future,     *    *    * 

The  water  must  be  raised  by  machinery  to  an  ele- 
vation that  will  give  the  requisite  head  upon  the  dis- 
tributing pipes,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  that  at 
the  point  where  this  machine-ry  is  located  there  shall 
he  a  large  store  of  water,  that  no  interruption  may 
occur  to  the  supply  in  case  the  aqueduct  or  pipe 
which  furnishes  the  water  to  thelpnmps  is  temi)orarily 
thrown  out  of  use  for  examination,  or  repairs,  or  by 
accident  to  it. 

This  condition  requires  the  eventual  abandonment 
of  the  location  of  the  engines  which  now  supply  the 
high  service,  for  a  new  one  either  at  the  Chestnut 
Hill  or  the  Brookline  reservoir,  or  at  some  new  res- 
ervoir tliat  may  be  built,  specially  for  the  purpose,  at 
a  more  favorable  point.     *    *     * 
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The  existing  high-service  works  wore  designed  to 
snpply  a  limited  area  only,  and  were  not  constrncted 
upon  a  scale  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  large 
territory  even  now  depending  upon  them,  mnch  less 
to  provide  for  further  extensions,  due  to  annexa- 
tion. 

The  pumping  machinery  consists  of  two  engines, 
each  of  a  capacity  to  inimp  3,400,000  gallons  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  when  making  thirty-tlve  revolutions 
per  minute.  These  engines  are  supjdied  from  a  sin- 
gle line  of  pipes,  sixteen  inches  in  diameter,  under  a 
head  which  givet  about  thirty-three  pounds  of  pres- 
sure upon  the  pump  piston;  and  to  enable  the  latter 
to  work  at  the  guaranteed  speed,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  connect  the  supply  line  with  a  large  air 
chamber.  Tlie  pump  force  mains,  immediately  after 
leaving  the  engine  building,  are  united  by  a  Y  branch 
into  a  single  line  of  pipes,  sixteen  inches  in  diame- 
ter, which  leads  to  the  stand-tower  on  Fort  Hill,  and 
is  about  a.jOO  feet  long.  On  account  of  the  connec- 
tion of  the  engines,  through  the  supply  and  force 
pil)es,  they  are  found  to  react  one  upon  the  other 
when  working  together,  and  it  is  not  considered  safe 
to  thus  use  them  at  a  speed  which  will  give  a  much 
greater  discharge  of  water  than  will  one' engine  alone 
run  at  its  s.afe  maximum  velocity. 

The  capacity  of  one  of  the  engines  is  less  than  that 
of  four  steam  fire  engines,  and  larger  ones  for  the 
diameter  tliat  has  been  proposed  for  the  new  pumps, 
to  replace  the  old  ones,  is  sixteen  inches,  which  gives 
a  capacity  of  sixty-two  gallons  per  revolution,  or'l;M,- 
000  gallons  per  hour,  when  the  engine  is  running  at 
its  gnaranteed  speed  of  thirty-five  revolutions  per 
minute. 

Tlie  average  maximum  hourly  consumption  of  each 
day,  during  the  comming  season,  will  not  fall  short 
of  half  of  tills  amount,  or  say  (i.5,000  gallons,  and  will 
much  exceed  it  in  the  following  years.  If,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  consumption,  there  be  required  a  supi)ly 
for  six  steam  fire  engines  (which  number  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  says  should  be  pro- 
vided for),  each  throwing  450  gallons  per  minute  (the 
average  amount),  the  delivery  must  be  at  the  rate  of 
227,000  gallons  per  hour.  *  *  * 

If  the  engine  be  erected,  it  should  have  a  cap.acity 
to  pump  about  five  million  gallons  per  day,  that  when 
in  use  it  alone  may  furnish  all  the  water  required, 
both  for  extinguishing  fires  and  for  domestic  supply. 
Owing  to  the  comparatively  small  draught  at  night, 
such  ail  engine  would  be  larger  than  can  now  be  con- 
veniently used  for  keeping  up  the  daily  supply;  but 
for  the  present  it  can  be  kept  in  readiness  for  service 
in  emergencies,  and,  as  the  consumption  increases, 
can  be  gradually  brought  into  more  constant  use. 

There  are  now  two  boilers  in  service,  each  rated  at 
one  hundred  horse  power,  or  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
drive  the  new  engine;  nevertheless,  a  third  boiler  of 
somewhat  greater  power  should  be  provided. 

The  arrangement  proposed  is,  then,  two  small  en- 
gines (the  existing  ones),  each  of  a  maximum  capacity 
of  about  two  and  a  half  million  gallons  per  day,  and  a 
new  engine  and  boiler  having  a  capacity  of  about  five 
million  gallons,  and  supply  and  force  mains  twenty- 
four  inches  in  diameter. 

The  two  small  engines,  when  run  together,  or  tlu' 
large  engine  alone,  will  furnish  any  supply  that  is 
likely  to  "be  required  from  them  within  the  next  few 
years. 

The  chief  objection  to  this  plan  is,  that  a  large  ex- 
penditure will  be  necessary  for  machinery,  buildings,' 
mains,  etc.,  which  probably  will  be  thrown  out  of  use 
at  thi!  end  of  a  few  years. 

A  reservoir  can  be  built  on  Parkcr"s  Hill,  at  an 
elevation  that  will  give  sufticient  head  on  the  high 
service  pipes,  or  with  a  water  surface  about  two  hun- 
dred feet  above  tide  marsh  level. 

If  this  reservoir  be  connected  with  the  stand  tower 
on  Kort  Hill,  it  will  be  put  in  good  communication 
with  the  high  service  distributing  system,  and  will 
iiinUiiilly  respond  to  any  demand  for  a  sudden  increase 
of  sujjjily. 

The  ratio  between  the  average  and  maximum  quan- 
tities of  water  immped  in  an  hour,  during  each  month, 
has  varied  in  the  past  year  from  100-143  to  100-2.").i.  as 
shown  in  an  accompanying  table. 

In  the  remarks  made',  it  is  said  it  follows  that  the 
building  of  a  reservoir,  besides  insuring  an  ample 
supply  of  water  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires, 
would,  by  virtually  doubling  the  pumping  caiiacity, 
be  (^<iuivalent  to  the  additioii  of  a  new  engine  having 
twice  the  power  of  each  of  the  existing  ones. 

The  office  of  such  works  in  future  will  be  to  regu- 
late the  sup])ly  to  Beacon  Hill,  Koxbury  Highlands, 
and  a  portion  of  Dorchester. 

Estimates  are  hereinafter  given,  first,  for  a  new  en- 
gine with  its  buildings  and  supi)ly  and  force  mains; 
second,  for  a  new  reservoir,  d.^signed  lo  sei've  a  tem- 
porary puri)ose,  and  having  a  capacity  of  1..')00,()00 
gallons;  third,  foi  anew  reservoir,  designed  to   form 


a  part  of  the  future  high-service  system,  and  having 
a  capacity  of  about  (),000,0I)0  gallons. 

It  Willi  be  noticed  that  the  land  damages  are  the 
most  important  items  of  the  last  two  estimates,  but 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  value  of  this  land 
is  increasing  from  year  to  year,  and  that  if  not  now 
taken  for  the  purpose  proposed  it  probably  will  be 
eventually. 

In  conclusion  I  would  recommend  that  a  new  reser- 
voir, having  a  capacity  of  at  least  six  millions  of  gal- 
lons, be  built  on  Parker's  Hill,  and  connected  with 
the  stand  tower  by  a  twenty-four  inch  line  of  pipes, 
and  would  suggest  that,  until  this  work  is  completed, 
the  following  jirecautionary  measures  be  taken: 

F^irst,  to  make  such  connections  at  the  Beacon  Hill 
and  (South  Boston  reservoirs  as  will  permit  of  quickly 
putting  them  in  communication  with  the  high-service 
pipe  mains. 

Second,  to  keep  these  reservoirs  well  filled  witli 
water. 

Third,  to  employ  men  familiar  with  the  location  of 
the  gates  and  street  mains,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
attend  evei'y  alarm  of  lire  in  the  liigli-service  dist- 
ricts, and  who  shall  be  given  proper  Instructions,  in 
reference  to  opening  communication  with  the  reserv- 
oirs, and  to  shutting  off  portions  of  the  high-service 
area  when  the  exigency  of  the  case  requires. 

The  following  are  the  approximate  preliminary  es- 
timates of  cost: 

First  Efitimate. 
Engine  and  boiler;  capacity  five  millions  of  gal- 
lons in  twenty-four  hours $60,000 

Engine  buildings  and  foundations 22,000 

Sui)|)lv  main,  twenty-four  inches  diameter 6,150 

Fcirce  main,         "  .3U,5(K) 

Liuid  daniages 11,000 

$129,«r)0 
Aild  ten  per  cent 12,91)5 

Total *142,()15 

Second  KHimate. 
Reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill ;  capacity  about  4,500,- 

000  gallons . .' $5:3,000 

Line  of  twenty-inch  pipe  to  stand-tower 31,000 

Land  damages 75,000 

$139,000 
Add  ten  per  cent 15,900 

Total $174,1X10 

Third  Estimate. 
Reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill ;  capacity  about  6,000,- 

OtKl  gallons ,$7:3,500 

Line  of  twenty-four  incli  pipe  to  stand  tower 39,500 

Land  damages 100,000 

$213,000 
Add  ten  per  cent 21,300 

Total $2.S4,:30O 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  P.  Davis, 

City  lilngineer. 

lief  erred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  report  of 
committee  and  ord(;r  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  purchase  or  otherwise 
take  land  for  a  reservoir  on  Parlvcr's  Hill,  and  autlioi- 
izing  the  purchase  or  taking  of  such  other  lands  as 
may  be  necessary  to  convey  water  to  and  .from  said 
reservoir,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  F.  O.  Prince,  attor- 
ney for  the  owners  of  estates  on  Parker  Hill,  was  per- 
mitted to  make  a  statement  in  relation  to  t\u'.  matter. 

Mr.  Prince  made  some  remarks  in  which  ho  stated 
that  tha  heir  presumtive  had  but  a  recent  notice  of 
Ihis  lu-oposed  taking  of  land,  and  requested  him  to 
ajipear  in  relation  to  it,  but  having  little  knowledge 
of  it  he  wished  the  indulgence  of  the  Board,  by  post- 
poning its  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  sub.iect  was  re- 
ferred to  Monday  next,  at  ijrci  o'clock. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES, 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  (Jommittee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows: 
Winthrop  Miller,  to  give  dramatic  exhibitions  at  Ly- 
ceum Hall,  Ward  10,  April  1.    Accepted. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — ■ 

Ordca-ed,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ajipropria- 
tion  for  Atlantic  Avenue  the  sum  of  .f50,000  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Extension  of  South  Market 
Street. 

Orders  to  quit  were  passed,  requiring  Nancy  Shove, 
George  Crowninshield,  Catharine  II.  Faunce  and 
other  persons  to  remove  all  obstructions  over  the 
line  of  Washington  street,  as  widened  by  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  .June  10,1872, 
on  or  before  1st  May  next;  reipiiring  also  ihe  Metro- 
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politan  Railroad  Company  to  remove  all  obstructions 
over  tlie  line  of  widuniug  of  Pynchon  street,  on  or 
before  1st  May  next. 

Alderman  Gaflield  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  and  they  are  hereby  reqnested  1o  present  to  this 
Board  for  its  action  resolves  and  orders  for  the  lay- 
ing out  as  a  public  street,  or  way,  the  lot  of  land  on 
thi'  northerly  side  of  Milk  street,  belonging  to  James 
Lawrence  and  others;  also  for  the  widening  of  Water 
street  to  sixty  feet,  between  Congress  and  Devon- 
shire streets,  by  taking  land  on  the  northerly  side. 

Alderman  Gaflield  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading,  and  urged  as  a  reason  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  brought  at  once  before  the  Common 
Council,  so  that  the  widening  on  this  as  well  as  on 
other  large  estates  in  the  burnt  district  shonld  be 
disposed  of. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  act 
upon  the  subject  now,  for  an  estimate  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  had  .Inst  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.  The  matter  had  not  been  dis- 
cussed, and  it  was  not  yet  known  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  were  in  favor  of  the  measure  or 
not.  If  he  were  a  member  of  the  Council  he  shonld 
vote  against  it  without  further  consideration,  and  he 
hoped  the  question  would  not  be  pressed. 

Alderman  Gaflield  said  he  had  no  disposition  to 
press  this  question,  yet  it  had  been  quite  fully  con- 
sidered in  the  Committee  on  Streets,  who  stood  in 
the  matter  six  to  two.  When  the  subject  was  under 
consideration  in  the  Council  they  were  not  willing  to 
vote  for  the  proposed  widening  of  Water  street,  un- 
der the  proposed  estimate  of  cost,  and  the  estimate 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  was  now  much  less,  be- 
ing but  $300,000.  The  only  object  he  had  in  view 
was  to  help  the  matter  a  little.  When  it  was  first 
proposed  it  was  hoped  the  Government  would  allow 
the  streets  to  remain  as  now,  for  it  was  desirable,  if 
possible,  to  save  $300,000  or  $400,000,  and  hoped  also 
that  the  taking  of  the  triangle  of  land  on  Congress 
and  Milk  streets  would  be  sufficient. 

It  was  the  design  of  the  Government  to  alter  and 
finish  the  Post  Oftice  to  make  it  the  finest  building  in 
this  country,  and  it  was  asked  that  the  streets  around 
it  should  be  widened  to  sixty  feet.  The  Mayor  urged 
before  the  committee  of  Congress  that  Water  street 
should  remain  as  it  is,  but  the  committee  reported 
against  ns.  The  question  was  had  the  Government 
asked  too  much?  The  Government  had  seen  its  prop- 
erty destroyed  by  fire  in  Portland  and  Chicago,  and 
the  flames  were  seen  to  lap  over  from  the  Simmons 
estate  to  the  Post  Oftice,  causing  considerable  dam- 
age to  it. 

The  question  then  was  whether,  with  the  prospect 
of  the  expenditure  of  $8,000,000  or  $4,000,000  for  the 
finest  building  in  the  country,  the  city  is  willing  to 
widen  Water  street  from  forty  to  sixty  feet.  This  he 
thought  was  not  asking  too  nuich,  for  it  is  estimated 
that  it  will  cost  $100,000  to  repair  the  injuries  on  the 
Post  Oftice.  In  the  measures  to  be  adopted  they 
shonld  provide  against  any  future  calamity  of  a  sim- 
ilar character. 

It  has  been  objected  to  that  this  measure  has  been 


dictated  by  Congress,  and  if  so  it  may  be  a  question 
whether  the^city  shall  dictate  to  Congress,  or  yield 
to  it  as  the  greater  body.  If  not  acted  upon  now  it 
must  be  laid  over  to  December  when  Congress  comes 
together  again,  and  the  question  may  be  settled  as  in 
a  similar  case  in  another  city,  where  the  conditions 
were  not  fulfilled,  and  the  Government  is  putting  up 
a  brick  building.  If  we  do  not  wish  to  be  dictated 
to,  neither  shonld  we  dictate,  and  it  would  be  better 
for  us  to  yield,  since  it  will  not  cost  more  than  $308,- 
000. 

The  proposed  improvement,  it  was  urged,  was  no 
more  than  the  citizens  would  authorize,  in  the  fu- 
tuj'e,  if  not  at  the  present  time.  As  it  is,  the  Post 
Office  building  is  but  half  a  building,  and  it  was  de- 
signed at  some  future  time  to  make  an  enlargement. 
It  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  done  that  it  may  be 
an  ornament  to  the  city,  and  that  the  Post  Office  may 
be  contained  on  one  fioor  instead  of  two.  He  would 
not,  however,  press  the  qiiestion  now,  for  the  pur- 
pose of.forcing  it  upon  the  Council,  for  he  had  too 
much  respect  for  that  branch  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Brown  inquired  if  it  was  understood  that 
in  the  contemplated  widening  of  Water  street,  the 
Post  estate  could  be  considered  as  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict, and  could  be  taken  without  the  passase  of  the 
order  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Alderman  Gaffield  replied  that  the  whole  of  the 
proposed  widening  was  covered  by  the  loan,  as  in 
connection  with  the  burnt  district,  including  widen- 
ing, paving,  etc.  If  the  Simmons  estate  alone  shonld 
be  taken,  it  would  involve  payment  of  greater  dam- 
ages for  that  estate  than  the  increased  damages  by  the 
taking  of  the  adjoining  estate. 

Alderman  Power  said  if  it  was  proposed  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  second  reading  he  had  nothing 
to  say  at  present,  but  if  it  was  to  be  considered  now 
he  should  oppose  it. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  he  designed  to  withdraw  the 
motion,  and  did  so,  when  the  order  was  laid  over. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  (!ounty 
Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  A. 
P.  Anderson  for  increace  of  salary  of  officers  of  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  Boston, 
made  a  report,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  officers  desig- 
nated to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  So'uthern  District  to  serve 
such  processes,  precept  s  and  orders  as  may  be  com- 
mitted to  them,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1,500  per  an- 
num, said  salaries  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  County  Accounts. 

Some  discussion  ensued  as  to  whether  the  order 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries, 
whether  it  was  to  go  to  the  Council,  and  as  to  the 
present  pay  of  the  officers,  etc. 

Alderman  Q.uincy  stated  that  the  labors  of  the  offi- 
cers was  as  great  as  those  in  the  nrincipal  Municipal 
Court,  and  it  was  further  stated  that  this  Board  had 
entire  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  chargeable  to  county 
accounts. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    27,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  hekl  this  evenhig,  at  IV^  o'clock,  B.  O.  Shep- 
ird,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

TAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  Stephen  Meek,  Everett  National 
Bank,  Lynn  &  Boston  Railroad  Company,  N.  B. 
Shurtlefl  and  others,  Beacon-Hill  Base  Ball  Cluh,  Ed- 
ward F.  Thayer,  R.  A.  Upton  &  Son,  John  H.  Cnr- 
rier,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  Company  C,  Ninth 
Infantry,  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Siipenntendent  of  Health 
was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  following  reference  and  reports  were  concurred 
i'l: 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  a  re- 
solve and  order,  from  the  Street  Commissioners,  for 
the  laying  out  and  extension  of  Quincy  place  to 
Pearl  place,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $12,784. 
(Printed  City  Doc.  No.  49,  1873.) 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions — 
1.  Of  Benjamin  Franklin,  for  leave  to  erect  a  build- 
ing on  Palmer  street,  beyond  the  legal  limits;  2.  Of 
P.  Bergen,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  be- 
yond the  legal  limits  on  Cotting  and  Wall  streets. 

Report  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
the  petition  of  J.  J.  McNutt,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  in  rear  of  factory  on  Wareham 
street. 

The  following  reports  and  orders  were  severally 
passed,  in  concurrence: 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  be  issued : 

1.  To  James  Fitton,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Brooks  and  Paris  streets. 

2.  To  Edward  Bryant,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  Franklin  court. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  suitable  tablets  bear- 
ing the  name  of  the  "Starr  King  Schoolhouse"  to  be 
inserted  in  the  walls  of  said  house. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  placing  of  a  clock 
in  the  tower  of  the  new  schoolhouse  at  City  Point  at 
an  expense  of  not  more  than  $1000. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  furnishing  of  the 
master's  room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Harris 
Schoolhouse,  and  the  making  of  such  changes  as  may 
be  expedient  in  the  privies  of  said  house. 

The  communication  from  the  Street  Commission- 
ers, giving  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  Water 
street  to  sixty  feet,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

The  resolve  and  order  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  the  widening  of  Congress  street  from 
Water  to  State  street,  was  referred  T;o  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

The  resolve  and  order  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  the  widening  of  Devonshire  street,  near 
Franklin  street,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  in  concurrence. 

The  order  for  the  transfer  of  $50,000  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Atlantic  avenue  to  the  extension  of 
South  Market  street  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

TRUSTEES   OP  MOUNT-HOPE   CEMETERY. 

The  report  nominating  Joseph  P.  Paine  and  Samuel 
B.  Hopkins  as  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  was 
accepted,  and  the  certificate  of  their  election  was 
read,  when  the  Council  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  result- 
ing as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 52 

Necessary  to  a  choice 27 

.)  oseph  P.  Pahie 49 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 40 

E.  B.  Vannevar 1 

James  Dennie 1 

T.  Anderson 1 

Messrs.  Paine  and  Hopkins  were  declared  to  be 
elected,  in  concurrence. 

TRUSTEES  OP    THE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Daniel  S.  Curtis 
as  Trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  in  place  of  C.  Levi 
Woodbury,  chosen  by  this  Council,  was  read,  when 
the  Council  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  resulting  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  to  a  choice 27 

Daniel  S.  Curtis 3t 

C.  Levi   Woodbury 22 


Mr.  Curtis  was  declared  to  be  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

FIRST-  ASSISTANT- ASSESSOR. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  James  Dennie  as 
Pirst-Assistant-Assessor,  in  place  of  A.  R.  Holden, 
was  read. 

Mr.  Hall  of  Ward  10,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Common  Council,  appointed  to  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on  the  matter  of 
difference  between  the  two  branches  concerning  the 
election  of  a  First-Assistant-Assessor,  made  a  report 
that  they  were  unable  to  agree  upon  a  candidate  for 
the  office.    Accepted, 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  stated  that  inasmuch  as  there 
was  no  probability  of  making  any  choice  in  this  case, 
instead  of  passing  the  matter  to  and  from  the  several 
boards,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  election  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  amendment  to  the  order  authorizing  the  sale 
by  auction  of  a  ceitain  estate  taken  from  C.  M. 
Wheelwright,  at  the  corner  of  Water  and  Broad 
streets,  by  adding  to  said  order  the  words,  "at  not  less 
than  a  minimum  price  therefor,  to  be  previously  fixed 
by  Committee  on  Streets,"  was  concurred  in. 

SALARY  BILL, 

The  second  report  and  orders  on  salaries  of  city 
cfficers  for  the  ;  year  beginning  April  1,  1873, 
(Printed  City  Doc!  No.  48,  1873),  were  considered, 
and  the  several  orders  were  read  once. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, for  the  passage  of  the  several  orders. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  stated  that  there  appeared  to 
be  several  changes  in  salaries,  and  unless  good  rea- 
sons wore  given  he  hoped  the  matter  would  lie  over 
to  give  time  for  the  examination  of  the  Salary  bill. 

The  motion  for  suspension  of  the  rules  was  lost, 
and  the  orders  were  laid  over. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed: 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Suffolk- 
street  District  to  exercise  the  powers  in  reference 
to  the  settlement  of  the  estates  taken  by  the  city, 
under  the  .308th  chapter  of  the  laws  of  1867,  that  were 
conferred  on  the  Committee  on  the  Church-etreet 
District. 

The  following  order  was  considered: 

Order  for  the  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  primary 
schoolhouse.  three  lots  of  land  on  Marlborough  street, 
containing  8064  square  feet,  and  two  lots  adjoining 
the  same,  containing  5376  square  feet,  more  or  less, 
at  not  exceeding  thirty-six  thousand  dollars;  also  an 
order  for  a  loan  of  that  sum,  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  said  site. 

A  remonstrance  was  presented  from  S.  G.  Palmer 
and  others  against  the  location  of  the  schoolhouse  as 
proposed,  and  for  the  reason  that  when  a  lot  is  se- 
lected it  shall  be  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  as  well 
as  for  a  primary  schoolhouse. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  stated,  as  the  views  of  the 
remonstrants,  that  the  lot  selected  was  not  only  not 
eligible,  but  was  objectionable  as  being  between  a 
block  but  112  feet  m  depth,  and  if  set  back  twenty 
feet,  would  be  too  shallow;  and  would  be  lighted 
only  from  the  front  and  back.  Very  near  this  loca- 
tion a  corner  lot  can  be  had  at  nearly  the  same  price, 
with  light  and  air  on  three  sides  and  with  a  passage- 
way on  the  fourth.  So  much  opposition  was  made  to 
this  lot  that  it  was  desirable  that  the  order  should  be 
recommitted  with  instructions  to  make  further  in- 
vestigation that  a  more  available  lot  may  be  secured. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  hoped  the  report  would  not 
be  recommitted,  for  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction gave  a  patient  and  careful  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  were  almost  unanimous  in  their  report 
that  this  lot  was  the  most  available  one  which  could 
be  had.  The  opposition  apparently  was  not  so  much 
as  to  the  necessity,  which  was  admitted,  as  from 
other  reasons.  It  was  not  that  it  was  not  available. 
The  committee  were  aware  of  the  other  lot  which 
was  referred  to,  but  they  found  this  to  be  better  for 
thepurpoe;. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter  but  what  was  told  him.  He  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  Alderman  living  in  that  ward,  this 
morning,  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  report  re- 
committed. He  shared  in  the  views  of  his  colleague, 
that  if  the  lot  did  not  suit  the  people  in  that  vicinity 
it  had  better  not  be  adopted,  and  if  offensive  to  the 
neighborhood  it  would  bo  better  to  wait  until  they 
want  a  schoolhouse. 

Mr.  Ilolmes  of  Ward  6,  of  the  committee,  said  he 
knew  of  no  location  more  available.  Last  year  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  selected  this  lot  for 
a  schoolhouse,  and  nothing  was  done  in  I'clation  to 
it.     He  had  been  over  every  foot  of  land  in  that  sec- 
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tion  and  was  satisfied  this  was  tlic  most  available  lot. 
The  other  lot  on  the  corner  would  be  better,  but 
could  not  be  had  to  advantage  without  paying  a  much 
higher  price  for  it.  The  people  object  to  the  loca- 
tion of  a  schoolhouse  near  them  because  it  will  cut 
off  the  light  from  their  back  yards,  but  if  as  nrged 
in  opposition,  that  a  lot  should  be  selected  for  a 
grammar  schoolhouse,  there  would  be  much  mere 
objection. 

The  schoolhouse  is  wanted  for  small  children,  and 
the  objection  is  much  of  it  from  misapprehension 
that  a  large  house  is  to  be  erected  on  the  lot.  It  will 
be  less  obstruction  to  the  light  of  their  houses  than 
is  apprehended,  designed  to  be  but  (iO  by  80  feet. 
The  corner  lot  is  worth  from  $4  to  $.5  a  foot,  while 
the  lot  selected  is  but  $2  62V4.  and  if  the  offer  is  not 
taken  up  it  will  be  lost.  There  will  be  nothing  lost 
by  making  the  purchase,  even  should  it  not  be  used 
for  the  purpose,  for  it  may  be  sold  at  a  profit  of  from 
$1000  to  $2000. 

It  would  be  more  expensive  and  uncertain  to  buy 
the  corner  lot  thau  it  would  this  one.  At  first,  objec- 
tion was  made  to  having  a  schoolhouse  by  those  in 
the  immediate  viciniry,  who  wished  it  somewhere 
else,  but  wherever  it  may  be  located,  the  same  objec- 
tion would  be  made.  They  all  want  a  schoolhouse, 
but  not  too  near  them.  In  the  purchase  of  the  cor- 
ner lot,  which  belongs  to  the  State,  there  may  be  bid- 
ding against  the  city,  for  it  must  be  sold  by  auction, 
and  there  is  no  certainty  of  getting  the  second  lot. 
As  to  the  objection  that  there  is  but  a  depth  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve  feet,  that  applies  to  all  the  lots 
on  the  Back  Bay.  Those  are  the  reasons  against  the 
purchase  of  the  corner  lot.  The  lot  selected  may  not 
be  the  best,  but  they  cannot  get  any  better,  except  at 
an  advanced  price. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  wished  to  know  if  the 
schoolhouse  was  needed,  and  whether  there  vras  any 
crying  necessity  for  it,  for  if  not,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  frinance,  he  knevt'  they  had  no  msney 
to  expend  except  from  absolute  necessity. 

Mr.  West  replied,  as  to  the  necessity,  that  there 
v/ere  thirty-six  children  in  one  street,  and  accommo 
dations  were  wanted  for  sixty  in  that  vicinity.  Some 
of  the  children  were  obliged  to  go  two  miles  to 
school,  and  he  should  tbink  1h3re  was  ."n  urgent  ne- 
cessity for  a  school. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  there  was  such  a  diversi- 
ty of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  location  among  the 
members  from  Ward  6,  that  if  he  was  compelled  to 
vote  now,  he  should  vote  against  the  order.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  order  would  be  recommit- 
ted. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  he  wished  to  say  as  to  the  doubt 
about  the  corner  lot  being  had,  should  it  be  sold 
auction  it  can  be  purchased,  but  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  order  being  laid  over,  if  desired. 

Mr.  Holmes  did  not  doubt  tiie  lot  on  the  corner 
could  be  bought,  but  in  the  purchase  of  two  lots,  if 
either  should  be  purchased  by  any  one  else,  it  would 
kill  the  project.  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands 
states  that  he  cannot  sell  it  in  any  other  w-ay  than  as 
two  lots.  If  so,  the  corner  lot  may  go  at  a  great 
price,  probably  not  less  than  $4,  for  a  lot  on  the 
other  side  had  been  sold  at  neirly  $5  a  foot. 

Mr.  West  stated  that  inasmuch  as  the  refusal  ex- 
pires tonight,  the  purchase  should  be  made,  and 
there  could  be  no  loss.  They  should  not  lose  the 
chance  to  purchase,  for  it  would  readily  sell  for  $-3  a 
foot. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  .3  did  not  believe  it  would  make 
a  great  deal  of  difference  whether  they  purchased 
this  lot  or  not,  for  land  enough  could  be  purchased 
at  any  time.  His  expeiience  was  that  there  should 
be  as  much  light  and  air  as  there  can  be,  and  he 
hoped  the  report  would  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  as  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, urged  immediate  action,  the  refusal  of  the  lot 
expiring  today.  Yesterday  some  of  the  remonstrants 
were  heard,  and  it  would  be  folly  to  recommit  and 
lose  the  refusal  of  the  purchase.  If  lost,  it  was  prob- 
lematical whether  they  could  obtain  it  except  at  an 
advance  of  thirty  to  forty  per  cent. 

The  gentleman  from  Ward  (i  on  the  committee 
ought  to  know  which  was  the  most  available  lot,  for 
he  had  spent  much  time  in  investigating  the  subject. 
A  large  number  of  scholars  are  obliged  to  go  from 
one  to  two  miles  to  school,  and  the  committee  were 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  to 
secure  this  lot.  There  would  be  much  risk  in  buying 
the  corner  lot,  for  it  may  be  run  up  to  $(i  or  $8.  As 
it  was,  the  committee  had  done  (veil  to  get  the  re- 
fusal of  the  selected  lot  at  so  low  a  price.  Two  or 
three  meetings  of  the  committee  were  held,  and  after 
they  had  passed  upon  it  so  unanimously  it  would  be 
boys'  play  and  foolish  to  send  it  back  again.  All  the 
people  in  that  vicinity  want  a  schoolhouse,  but  some- 
where else  than  near  them,  and  wherever  it  may  be 
located  some  one  will  object.    It  was  the  duty  of  the 


Council,  under  the  circumstances,  to  act  at  once, 
and  hold  on  to  the  liroposition,  for  the  lot  may  be. 
sold  at  a  profit  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  had  been  informed  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Schoolhouses  that  they 
were  opposed  to  this  purchase,  and  wished  to  get  a 
lot  large  enough  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse.  If  the 
Commissioner  on  Public  Lands  is  unwilling  to  sell  a 
lot  large  enough  for  a  schoolhouse,  he  did  not  doubt 
that  a  bill  could  be  got  through  the  Legislature  for 
such  a  sale;  and  if  he  makes  any  unnecessary  difti- 
culties,  the  Legislature  would  override  liim.  He  did 
not  think  the  Legislature  would  be  so  foolish  as  to 
refuse  such  a  request. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  he  had  no  personal  interest  in 
the  matter,  the  lot  not  being  near  him,  and  he  had  no 
children  going  to  school.  As  to  land,  they  have  been 
making  it  all  the  time,  and  speculation  was  not  so 
active  but  what  the  city  could  make  a  purchase, 
and  should  keep  out  of  speculation.  A  lot  should  be 
selected  further  towards  Tremont  street. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  there  was  no  doubt  there  was  land 
enough,  but  it  was  not  in  the  right  place.  Near  the 
railroad,  where  plans  were  matured  for  filling,  they 
were  asking  $3'  per  foot.  If  the  gentleman  would 
guaranty  a  bill  to  go  through  the  Legislature, well  and 
trood,  but  the  City  Solicitor  was  of  opinion  that  since 
the  city  held  lands  once  for  a  schoolhouse  on  the  Back 
Bay  and  sold  them,  no  favor  could  be  expected  from 
the  Lesiislalure.  So  als^o  the  Berkeley-street  diificulty 
would  be  in  the  way.  The  city  was  not  a  speculator, 
but,  should  this  lot  be  purchased  and  not  wanted,  it 
would  of  necessity  get  back  the  price  with  interest, 
for  Mr.  Jewell  had  been  offered  $3  a  foot.  That 
would  make  a  difference  of  $2000.  There  were  no 
other  lands  so  cheap  in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  West  further  urged  the  passage  of  the  order; 
for  if  not  availed  of  now  the  oft'er  could  not  be  re- 
newed short  of  a  great  advance. 

Mr.  Pickering  stated  that  one  of  the  remonstrants 
was  one  of  the  roost  urgent  citizens  in  favor  of  a 
schoolhouse  in  that  section. 

Mr.  Holmes  believed  this  to  be  the  best  that  could 
be  done  under  the  circumstances.  There  were  sixty 
childred  to  be  provided  for,  and  there  was  not  a  room 
to  be  had  in  the  whole  Back  Bay  for  a  school.  Some 
of  the  children  travel  as  far  as  Somerset  street,  and 
they  cannot  go  but  once  a  day. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 

THE  BUREILL  CLAIM. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  Burrill 
Claim  (printed  City  Doc.  No.  46,  18T3)  came  up  by 
special  assignment. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  moved  to  substitute  the 
minority  report  for  that  of  the  majority. 

In  support  of  the  motion  he  said  he  supposed  that 
although  the  subject  had  been  so  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, there  were  some  who  did  not  understand  it, 
as  it  was  the  case  with  himself  before  he  exam- 
ined it.  He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  circumstances 
attending  the  contract  with  Mr.  Burrill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  the  quota  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
in  this  he  did  it  by  obtaining  naval  credits,  laboring 
and  paying  the  expenses  in  securing  the  names  of 
those  who  claimed  to  belong  to  Boston.  He 
then  went  to  Washington  with  a  letter  to 
the  Provost-Marshal-General,  but  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  an  act  passed  to  allow  the 
credits.  The  dispute  about  the  two  lists 
were  referred  to,  resulting  in  the  allowance  of 
the  list  of  Mr.  Burrill.  As  to  the  objection  on  ac- 
count of  public  policy,  the  objection  was  not  a  good 
one,  and  if  these  men,  as  were  said,  belonged  to  Bos- 
ton, it  was  necessary  to  prove  that  they  did  belong  to 
this  city,  and  if  Mr.  Burrill  had  not  secured  the  proof 
a  draft  would  have  ensued.  In  the  matter  of  alleged 
failure  to  secure  the  claim  by  courts,  the  suit  was 
withdrawn  voluntarily  before  the  final  decision,  and 
this  did  not  invalidate  the  claim.  He  believed  there 
was  an  implied  agreement  should  the  suit  be  with- 
drawn, that  a  fair  payment  for  services  should  be 
made. 

But  whether  there  was  an  agreement  or  not,  the 
city  should  not  refuse  the  payment  of  a  just  claim. 
The  town  of  Brookline  paid  Mr.  Burrill  for  credits 
secured  to  that  town,  in  a  similar  manner,  and  there 
was  no  reason  why  this  cit.y  should  not  be  as  just. 
As  to  the  method  of  determining  the  question  what 
should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Burrill,  the  minority  believed 
that  its  decision  by  a  reference  would  be  the  most 
satisfactory  one,  because  there  had  been  no  agree- 
ment arrived  at  through  the  Committee  on  Claims  in 
the  past,  and  there  was  no  probability  of  doing  so  in 
future.  Should,  however,  a  report  be  accepted 
through  the  committee,  Mr.  Burrill  would  not  be 
obliged  to  accept  the  award. 

It  may  be,  in  the  future,  that  a  City  Council  will  be 
willing  to  pay  a  very  large  sum,  but  under  a  reference 
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Mr.  Bnri'ill  will  be  required  to  accept  their  decision, 
even  tliouah  the  decision  should  be  not  to  give  him 
anything.  There  can  be  no  difticultyiu  trusting  to  the 
selections  of  three  well-known  citizens  of  respecta- 
bility and  standing,  any  more  than  in  trust'ng  a  ctm 
mittee  to  make  an  award,  if  it  shoiald  be  saitiwe  can- 
not now  afford  to  pay  this  claim,  it  is  an  answer  that 
the  city  cannot  afford  to  be  other  tliau  just  in  paying 
all  honorable  claims.  It  is  a  stain  upon  the  cliaracter 
of  the  city  that  this  claim  had  been  so  long  neglected, 
and  this  should  no  longer  be  suffered  to  remain  upon 
us  as  a  stigma. 

Referring  to  the  recent  declination  of  money  from 
abroad,  in  takiuff  care  of  those  who  were  sufferers  by 
the  lire,  he  believed  it  was  equally  incumbent  upon 
us  to  pay  this  honest  claim.  This  he  believed  tola 
a  fair  and  just  vvay  of  settling  tliis  claim,  and,  with 
tliat  object  in  view,  he  hoped  the  report  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  would  be  substituted  for  that  (.f 
the  majority. 

Mr.  i'ickering  of  Ward  0  said  he  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  that  there  was  a  just  and  equitable  claim, 
yet  in  view  of  the  many  reports  on  the  subject  he 
objected  to  going  over  the  same  ground  again.  As  a 
result  of  the  several  reports,  it  had  been  simmered 
down  to  a  sum  of  $40,000,  as  being  a  just  amount  to 
be  paid. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  said  he  was  a  signer  of  the 
minority  report,  and  although  he  did  not  wish  to  go 
over  the  ground  which  had  been  so  fully  discussed, 
there  were  some  points  which  should  be  considered. 
The  list  of  men  was  taken  to  Washington,  brought 
back  again,  and  in  consequence  of  its  heing  accept- 
ed the  draft  was  stopped.  Up  to  tliis  time  Mr.  Bur- 
rill  had  been  considered  an  honest  man.  To  neglect 
longer  to  pay  this  claim,  lie  deemed  a  dishonor  to  the 
city.  As  to  the  manner  of  arriving  at  the  sum  of 
$40,090,  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  chance,  and  it  would 
be  a  fairer  and  more  just  way  to  submit  the  matters 
to  referees.  He  could  not  see  how  $40,000  had  been 
arrived  at,  and  he  was  not  sure  that  so  large  an 
amount  would  be  awarded  as  justly  due  for  his 
services. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  said  the  question  was 
simply  between  tlie  acceptance  of  the  majority  and 
minority  reports,  and  it  was  for  tlie  Council  to  decide 
which  it  should  be.  As  it  stands  now.  the  Council  is 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  question  is  whether  the 
Council  should  refer  to  others  what  they  should 
themselves  decide.  There  was  no  way  in  whicli  an 
intelligible  amount  could  be  arrived  at,  but  as  he 
believed  it  to  be  a  just  claim,  be  did  not  think  they 
shovrld- refer  to  others  what  they  should  decide  them- 
selves. He  therefore  opposed  the  substitution  of 
the  report  of  the  minority  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Blackmar,  speaking  for  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  said  the  case  was  submitted  to  them  for 
decision,  not  whether  they  should  report  in  favor  of 
paying  Mr.  Burrill  something,  but  whether  they 
should  accede  to  his  petition  to  have  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  arbitration.  It  was  a  serious  question 
whether  they  had  a  right  to  delegate  their  authority 
in  sending  this  to  arbitration.  As  to  the  matter  of 
services,  it  was  a  question  wliether  it  was  in  order  to 
refer  to  them,  here,  the  question  being  of  a  different 
character,  whether  they  should  refer  to  arbitration, 
or  sit  as  aCommitteeof  Claims  in  the  settlement  of  it. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  b  asked  if  it  was  considered 
whether  there  would  be  any  limitation  in  the  sum  if 
submitted  to  arbitration. 

Mr.  Blackmar  replied  that  the  question  was  consid- 
ered fully  and  one  of  the  committee  stated  that  he 
would  have  signed  the  minority  report  provided  the 
sum  to  be  awarded  was  limited  to  $40,000 

Mr.  Train  said  the  claim  of  Mr.  Burrill  was  thrown 
overboard  in  the  consideration  of  the  question,  it  be- 
ing simply  one  which  would  best  secuie  the  object  in 
maldng  a  settlement.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
referees  would  consider  the  previous  awards  as  having 
any  weight  with  them,  and  he  was  not  sure  that  so 
large  a  sum  would  be  awarded  by  them. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  said  he  indt  rsed  much  of 
what  was  said  in  relation  to  Mr.  Burrill's  having  a 
good  claim  for  payment  for  services,  yet  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  taking  of  a  new  step  for  its  settle- 
ment, without  making  some  limit.  He  would  move 
as  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  report,  a 
proviso  that  the  sum  awarded  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  .|40,000. 

Mr.  Brackett  raised  a  question  of  order,  whether 
the  amendment  could  be  entertained. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  believed  the  amendment  to 
1)e  an  improper  one  and  a  subterfuge,  defeating  the 
whole  object  of  the  report  of  the  minority;  for  if  a 
sum  was  to  be  fixed  as  a  limit,  he  could  not  see  any 
reason  for  submitting  the  question  to  arbitrators. 

Mr.  Dacey  denied  that  there  was  any  subterfuge, 
his  object  being  to  limit  the  amount  to  $40,000,  yet  if 


it  should  be  found  that  nothing  was  due  Mr.  Burrill, 
the  report  would  not  require  any  payment. 

Mr.  Perliins  raised  the  question  wliether  they  were 
not  to  determine  the  award  in  accordance  with  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  and  the  decision  of  tlie  court. 

Mr.  Bracltett  replied  that  a  reference  would  not 
confine  the  arbitrators  to  any  specific  amount.  Should 
they  believe  that  there  was  not  a  just  claim  for  more 
than  10,000,  then  that  amout  would  be  awarded, 
but  should  it  be  .$60,000,  then  there  was  no  reason 
why  that  sum  should  not  be  paid.  To  fix  a  sum  in 
the  report,  would  make  it  certain  that  such  a  sum 
should  be  awarded.  He  believed  arbitration  to  be 
the  only  fair  way  of  settling  the  question. 

Mr.  Blackmar  said  Mr.  Burrill  did  not  ask  tMs  City 
Oovernment  to  pay  him  anything,  but  to  have  his 
claim  referred,  and  so  long  as  he  did  not  malie  a  re- 
quest for  payment  there  was  nothing  to  act  upon  ex- 
cept to  vote  to  accede  or  deny  his  request.  The  City 
Council  sit  as  arbitrators  on  claims,  and  they  could 
not  delegate  that  authority. 

Mr.  West  stated  that  the  City  Council  had  deter- 
mined heretofore  that  Mr.  Burrill  was  entitled  to 
$40,000.  He  hoped  that  the  minority  report  would  not 
be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  when  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  substitution  of  the  report  of  the 
minority  for  that  of  the  majority,  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fly nn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  table,  which  was  refused. 

The  question  recurring  upon  tlie  acceptance  of  the 
report  leave  to  withdraw — 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  said  it  was  generally  con- 
ceded that  Mr.  Burrill  had  a  just  claim,  and  he 
would  propose  as  an  amendment  the  adoption  of  an 
order  to  pay  to  Henry  W.  Paine,  assignee  of  Charles 
Burrill.  the  sum  of  $40,000 in  settlement  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  suggested  as  an  amend- 
ment that  the  amount  to  be  paid  be  taken  from  the 
Reserved  Fund. 

Mr.  Flynn  inquired  whether  there  was  anything 
left  of  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  l(j  replied  that  there  was  no 
money  left  of  the  Reserved  Fund. 

To  a  similar  inquiry,  it  was  replied  that  tliere  was 
nothing  left  of  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  Flymi  said  the  statements  made  were  reasons 
enough  why  the  subject  should  be  postponed  to  an- 
other week. 

Mr.  Blackmar  remarlced  that  the  matter  should  be 
carefully  considered,  under  instructions  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  lo  investigate  the  provisions  of  every  name 
and  nature,  and  he  moved  that  the  report  be  referred 
again  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Harrington  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
course  proposed.  The  order  offered  by  him  was 
worded  something  after  the  order  of  last  year  which 
he  found  in  the  journal  of  the  Council,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  referred. 

Mr.  Brackett  did  not  object  to  the  motion,  and  the 
repoit  was  recommitted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  requesting 
an  additional  loan  of  $2,000,000  for  street  improve- 
ments in  the  burned  district  (City  Doc.  No.  52)  was 
considered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
character  of  the  report,  it  being  signed  merely  by 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  He  had  never  before  seen  anything  so 
regardless  entirely  of  the  views  of  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  this  branch,  and  he  would  like  to  under- 
stand why  it  came  here  in  this  form. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  stated  that  the  question  of 
the  rights  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch 
had  been  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  for  his  opin- 
ion. The  subject  had,  however,  been  before  the 
.T.oint  Committee,  and  he  believed  it  should  pass. 
The  course  of  the  committee  had  bee.i  in  accordance 
with  usage,  but  it  had  not  been  settled  whether  it 
was  right. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  stated  that  the  report  had 
been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who 
believed  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to 
have  it  pass,  and  that  the  wliole  loan  should  be  made 
at  once. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  did  not  object  to  the  loan,  or  to 
making  it.  It  had  appeared,  however,  that  he  had 
struck  an  important  matter,  which  had  been  consid 
ered  as  affecting  the  rights  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  branch.  Such  a  report  should  receive 
the  consideration  of  members  of  this  branch  as  well 
as  of  the  other.  In  old  times,  when  there  was  no 
joint  committee  on  streets,  then  the  report  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  was  well  enough.  His  attention 
was  called  to  it  as  a  singular  production. 

The  report  and  order  were  passed. 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
Auditor's    Estimates    (printed    City    Doc.     ISlo.   45, 
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1873),  was  considered.  The  several  items  of  appro- 
priation were  passed  upon,  and  adopted,  without 
amendment,  and  the  orders  appended  to  the  report 
were  passed,  as  follows: 

An  Order  Eelating  to  the  Specific  Appropriations  for 

the  Financial  Year  1873-74. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That,  to 
defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year  which  will 
commence  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1873,  and  ending 
with  the  last  day  of  April,  1874,  and  pay  the  State  tax 
of  1873,  the  following  sums  of  money  he,  and  the 
same  are,  hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the 
objects  and  purposes  as  explained  in  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts'  estimates  (City  Document  No.  34, 
1873),  and  in  the  applications  of  the  various  commit- 
tees and  boards  contained  and  printed  in  said  docn- 
ment. 

And  it  is  further  ordered.  That  no  money  shall  be 
expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred  for  any  object  or 
purpose,  for  which  a  specific  appropriation  is  herein 
made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is  so  specifically  ap- 
propriated: provided,  however,  that  any  sums  of 
money  which  may  be  subscribed  or  contributed  by 
individuals  to  promot'-  the  objects  of  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations,  and  which  form  no  part  of  the 
estimated  income  of  the  city,  shall  be  strictly  applied, 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  contributors,  and 
shall  be  credited  to  such  appropriations  according- 
ly- 

[The  several  items  of  appropriation  are  omitted, 
having  been  already  published.] 

An  order  laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray  the  expenses 

of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of  Snftolk  for 

the  financial  year  1873-74:  also  to  pay  the  State  tax. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eight  million  six  hundred 

and  thirty-eight  thousand  and  ninety-two  dollars  be 

raised  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in   this  city, 

according  to  law,  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  tlie 

city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of  Suffolk  during  the 

financial  year,  which  will   commence  with  the  first 

day  of  May,  1873,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April, 

1874;  also  the  tax  assessed  by  the  General   Court  of 

Massachusetts  for  the  year  1873. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  communication  was  laid  before  the 
Council: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ( 
Boston,  March  27,  1873.         )" 

To  the  HonorabU  the  City  Coitncil:  Gentlemen— I 
desire  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  necessity  of  fur- 
nishi-ng  additional  assistance  for  the  transaction  of 
business  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  Government, 
and  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  compensation  of 
those  now  employed  there. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  three  hundred  and 
sixty  cases  before  the  courts  to  which  the  city  is  a 
party,  and  their  number  is  likely  to  be  considerably 
increased  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  questions 
submitted  to  the  Solicitor  by  the  two  branches  of  the 
City  Council,  the  various  committees,  the  individual 
members  and  the  heads  of  departments,  average  a 
considerable  number  daily;  and  many  of  them  re- 
quire an  investigation  of  the  facts  as  well  as  the  law. 
A  great  deal  of  time  is  required  in  attendance  upon 
committees  and  m  consultation  with  city  officers  and 
parties  having  claims  against  the  city. 

The  number  of  deeds,  contracts  and  other  docu- 
ments drawn  in  the  office  is  about  one  thousand 
yearly.  The  titles  to  all  lands  purchased  by  the  city, 
and  of  all  lands  taken  for  laying  out  and  widening 
streets,  or  which  are  affected  by  changes  of  grade, 
have  to  be  examined. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  the  whole 
time  of  one  person  connected  with  this  department 
is  required  in  preparing  and  explaining  bills  for 
which  the  city  is  a  petitioner  and  in  opposing  adverse 
legislation. 


Without  entering  more  fully  into  the  details  of  the 
work  which  devolves  upon  this  department,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  present  force  is  entirely  inadequate  to 
meet  the  demands  made  upon  it,  and  I  lespectfully 
suggest  that  measures  be  taken  as  early  as  practicable 
to  enlarge  the  force,  and  also  to  provide  a  more  liberal 
compensation  for  the  very  valuable  services  rendered 
by  the  present  head  of  the  department  and  his  assist- 
ants. Henry  L.  Pierce, 

Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
petitions  presented   and  eefbrred. 

John  S.  Dunlap,  for  extension  of  time  on  which  to 
build  on  laud  on  East  Dedham  street. 

Ivory  Bean,  for  extension  of  time  on  which  to  build 
on  East  Dedham  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Frank  B.  Brown  of  Hose  Company  No.  2  and  others, 
members  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  an  increase  of 
pay.     Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

A  communication  was  presented  by  Mr.  Mahan  of 
Ward  5,  fr  jm  the  Postmaster  of  this  city,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  widening  of  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Post  Office. 

Mr.  Mahan,  in  presenting  the  communication, 
moved  that  its  reading  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
it  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  with 
authority  to  print. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  wished  to  know  the  nature  of 
the  communication. 

Mr.  Mahan  replied  that  the  nature  of  it  was  an 
answer  to  the  statements  made  in  the  public  prints 
as  to  the  expediency  of  purchasing  the  triangular 
))iece  of  land  on  Congress  and  Milk  streets,  and  the 
widening  of  Water  street.  It  was  not  proper  now  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  question,  but  as'  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  had  the  subject  before  them,  it  was 
proper  that  this  communication  of  the  postmaster 
should  be  referred  to  them,  ai;  every  member  of  the 
committee  had  heard  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Harrisigton  of  Ward  8  moved  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  called  for  a  reading  of  the 
communication,  and  a  portion  of  it  was  read,  when 
on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  reading  was 
suspended,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Blackinar  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  N.  C.  A. 
Preble  and  others,  that  compensation  be  allowed  to 
Daniel  W.  Bugbee  for  injuries  to  his  property  from 
nn  alleged  defect  in  Dorchester  avenue,  made  a  re- 
port recommending  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Mr.  Blackmar  stated  that  a  report  on  a  petition 
for  a  similar  purpose  had  once  been  made  and  ac- 
cepted, and  there  was  no  reason  for  a  change  in  the 
matter. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  Chair  presented  a  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request 
of  the  School  Committee  that  the  City  Council  would 
furnish  the  unoccupied  room  in  the  primary  school- 
house  on  Appleton  street,  for  the  use  of  the  Normal 
School,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  furnish  the  unoccupied  room  in  the 
primary  schoolhouse  on  Appleton  street  for  the  use 
of  the  Normal  School;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

ORDER  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  fi,  an  order 
was  passed  to  pay  bills  of  cer+ain  persons  connected 
directly  or  indirectly  with  the  City  Government  for 
services  rendered. 

Adjourned  to  Friday,  April  4,  at  1)4  o'clock. 
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.    BOARD       OF       ALDERMEK, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  tlie  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    31,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKORS   DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Supe- 
rior Court,  criminal  business. 

APPOINTMENTS    MADE   AND  CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Donald  S.  Campbell. 

Undertaker — Simon  Berry. 

Police  Officers— Samuel  Leavitt,  Patrick  Doherty. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay— John  H.  Terry 
and  Amos  Dodge  at  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  Peter  Ho- 
bart,  Jr.,  at  Harvard  place  and  Province  court:  John 
Retz  and  George  E.  Hasler  at  Pemberton  square; 
John  L.  Page  at  Albany  street  and  vicinity;  George 
H.  Hosea  at  East  Boston  branch  library ;  Charles  P. 
Volases,  Bernard  Harvey,  John  Coleman  and  Thomas 
Harvey  for  the  National  Tube  Works,  East  Boston ; 
Henry  McCoy  at  South  Baptist  Church,  corner  of 
Broadway  and  F  street;  H.  W.  Eaton  at  Washington 
Village  and  vicinity ;  Nathan  N.  Nicholson  and  Sim- 
eon Loonier  in  Oliver  street;  William  Finneran  for 
Tremont  and  Dover  streets;  Jacob  Todd  for  Columbia 
street  and  vicinity;  J.  S.  Hendricks,  Chelsea  street, 
East  Boston. 

Members  of  Fire  Department — Henry  M.  Hawkins 
as  engineer,  Theodore  Hutchins,  Jr.,  as  fireman, 
to  take  effect  April  1.  Walter  Stevens,  John  W.  Ran- 
kin, and  William  H.  Gardner,  as  members  of  Fire 
Departme  t. 

The  nomination  of  Edward  M.  Grant  as  driver, 
coming  up — 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  it  be  referred  back, 
the  nomination  being  an  act  of  injustice,  the  person 
being  anew  member  not  in  the  department  more  than 
ten  days,  while  the  driver  in  charge  since  the  old 
driver  died  was  as  good  a  man  as  there  was  in  the  de- 
partment. The  nomination  was  the  greatest  pioof  of 
the  bad  system  of  appointm'ents,  made  by  the  En- 
gineer of  the  Fire  Department,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  referred  back. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order, 
the  question  being  on  confirmation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  nomination 
was  laid  over  one  week. 

PETITIONS  PPlBSENTED    AND   REFERRED. 

Kelley  Brothers,  for  the  grade  of  Dorchester  street 
near  Dorchester  avenue. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  for  approval  of  re- 
location at  Harrison  square. 

Thomas  H.  Carbrey,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  No.  22  Athens  street. 

James  Carbrey's  heirs  and  others,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  at  No.  20  Athens  street. 
■  A.  D.  Hodges  and  others,  that  St.  James  street  be 
graded  and  sidewalks  laid  from  Danforth  place  to  Re- 
gent street. 

A.  P.  Peck  and  others,  for  a  sidewalk  on  Chandler 
street,  from  Berkeley  street  to  Tremont  street. 

Charles  Davenport  and  others,  that  the  obstruc- 
tions to  travel  on  the  extension  of  Devonshire  street 
may  be  removed. 

Michael  Enwright,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Third  street. 

Harriet  Lewis  and  others,  for  compensation  for 
damages  caused  by  lowering  the  grade  of  P  street. 

Margaret  Foley,  for  grade  damages  to  estate  on 
Cabot'street. 

Holbrook  &  Harlow,  that  H  street  be  graded  be- 
tween Second  and  Third  streets. 

Highland  Street  Railway, for  extension  of  location 
in  Dudley  street,  between  Warren  street  and  Mount 
Pleasant  avenue. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Lieutenant  J.  P.  Haney,  Company  E,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment M.  Y.  M.,  for  appropriation  for  repairs  on  arm- 
ory.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Owen  Nawn,  for  leave  to  construct  an  addition  to 
his  building  on  Parker  street  beyond  the  legal  dimen- 
sions. 

Conrad  Decher,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  buildiiag 
on  Marginal  street,  exceeding  the  legal  limits. 

Thomas  Keyes,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Broadway,  near  A  sti-ett. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 


D.  E.  Poland  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  fourteen 
feet  of  Andover  street  for  building  purposes.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Police. 

Edward  G.  Morse  and  others,  for  further  compen- 
sation for  duties  as  vaccinators  at  Boston  Highlands. 

Stephen  Connelly,  for  leave  to  build  a  stable  in  rear 
of  Athens  street. 

Joseph  Frye,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  the  corner  of  Dorchester  and  Bllery 
streets. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  this  board. 

James  O.  Young,  respecting  his  contract  for  remov- 
al of  oti'al  from  East  Boston.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Health. 

Sidney  Fisher,  for  abatement  of  tax  of  1872.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

Jarvis  D.  Braman  and  others,  for  abatement  of  as- 
sessment for  a  sewer  in  Beacon  street,  near  the  rail- 
road crossing. 

Hugh  Carey  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  St.  James 
.street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Ann  B.  Chessman,   to  be  paid  for  cicpenses  sus- 
tained in   Lexington  street.     Referred  to  the  Com- . 
mittee  on  Claims. 

Andrew  T.  Hall  and  others,  against  the  proposed 
use  of  ;the  Common  by  the  Beacon  Base  Ball  Club. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common. 

COMMUNICATION   FROM    THE     STREET     COMMISSIONERS. 

Boston,  March  31,  1873. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— Referring  to  the 
communication  from  the  Board  of  March  27,  the 
Street  Commissioners  desire  to  substitute  for  that 
part  of  the  estimate  therein  contained,  which  relates 
to  the  cost  of  laying  out  as  a  street  the  triangular 
piece  of  land  bounded  by  the  proposed  widening  of 
Congress  street,  and  extension  of  Pearl  street  and 
Milk  street  the  following  estimates  of  the  proba- 
ble expense  to  the  city  of  all  the  praperty  surren- 
dered bounded  by  Bath,  Congress  and  Milk  streets,  as 
their  lines  now  e.xist,  that  being  the  intent  as  this 
board  is  informed  by  your  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  of  the  order  from  your  honorable  body  re- 
questing the  communication  furnished  you  on  the 
7th  instant. 

Large  portions  of  the  greater  part  of  the  estates 
upon  which  estimates  are  made  below  are  already 
before  the  committee,  awaiting  its  final  action,  in  or- 
ders for  the  widening  of  Congress  street  and  the  ex- 
tension of  Pearl  street. 

F.  H.  Stimpson,  1498  feet  of  land,  *3:5— $49,434; 
damages,  $916;  total,  $50,350.  James  Parker,  2285 
feet,  $28  — $03,980;  damages,  $1020;  total,  $05,000. 
James  Leeds.  3370  feet,  .$33  —  .$111,210;  damages, 
$1512;  total,  $112,722.  James  Lawrence,  5686  feet, 
$20  37  — $115,836;  damages,  $2195;  total,  $118,031. 
Ellen  Stearns,  2207  feet,  $23— $50,761;  damages, 
$1045;  total,  $51,806.  James  Lawrence  and  others, 
trustees,  3043  feet,  $13— $;39,5.59;  damages,  $891 ;  to- 
tal, $40,450.  Heirs  of  James  Vila,  2787  feet,  $13— 
$36,261;  damages,  $891;  total,  $37,122.  Passageway, 
1203feet.no  expense.  Total,  22,079  feet,  $467,011; 
damages,  $8470;  total,  .$475,481. 

(Signed  by  the  Street  Commissioners.) 

Alderman  Clark,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry,  said  the 
communication  related  to  so  much  of  the  triangular 
piece  of  land  between  Congress,  Milk  and  Bath  streets 
as  was  left  after  the  taking  proposed  by  the  Street 
Commissioners.  It  was  called  for  at  the  request  of  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  who  he  sup- 
posed was  not  in  favor  of  taking  It. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

unfinished  business. 

The  following  orders  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed: 

Order  to  pay  Henry  Lee  $8070,  for  Lincoln-street 
land  damages.    - 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  and  Edmund  Quiucy,  execu- 
tors, etc.,  $55,200,  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  the 
said  Quiucys,  of  unknown  owners  and  of  proprietors 
of  T  wharf,  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  exten- 
sion of  South  Market  street. 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  and  Edmund  Qiiincy,  execu- 
tors, etc. ,  $3549,  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  un- 
known owners  and  all  damages  in  the  constrHCtion 
of  Atlantic  avenue. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  G.  Russell  $39,500,  for  Con- 
gress-street land  damages;  $32,500  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Widening  Congress  Street,  and 
$7000  to  appropi  iation  for  WideningStreets. 

Order  to  pay  Jeif  rey  Richardson  and  heirs  of  E.  M. 
Holbrook  $13,425,  for  High-street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company 
$379  .50,  for  land  damages  on  Blue-Hill  avenue. 

Order  to  pay  Edward  Bangs  $11,125,  for  Summer- 
stieet  land  damages. 
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Order  to  pay  t-lio  heirs  of  Andrew  Newman  $5701  50, 
foi-  Warreii-street  land  damages. 

Ordc^r  lo  iiay  John  P.  'Pnrphi  $310  30,  for  Cottagc- 
slreet,  hind  damages. 

Order  to  designat(^  certain  streets  leading  from  92 
and  11-1  liast  Canton  street  as  "Bu.sh"  and  ''Thorn." 

Order  lo  allow  Thomas  W.  Carter  to  cruet  two  brick 
and  pipe  kilns  on  City  Hospital  wharf,  on  certain  con- 
ditions. 

Oiders  to  allow  David  E.  Mayo  $24  37,  and  .lohn  H. 
Wilkinson  ,$50  02,  as  interest  on  awards  heretofore 
mac'e  to  thcin  for  land  damages  in  Chelsea. 

llejiort  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $500,000  with  which 
to  meet  the  estimated  expense  of  the  necessary  ad- 
ditional water  supply. 

(Jrder  to  pay  Azel  Bowditch  $1.50,  for  land  damages 
on  Bhie-llill  avenue. 

Order  to  i)ay  Hugh  Nawn  $1203  25,  for  land  dam- 
ages on  Walnut  avenue. 

The  order  to  request  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  present  the  necessary  resolves  and  orders 
to  lay  out  as  portions  of  the  public  highway  the 
Lawrence  lot  on  Milk  street,  and  to  widen  Water 
street  on  tlie  northerly  side  to  a  width  of  sixty  feet, 
coining  up — 

Alderman  Ciattield  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table,  to  await  action  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

PAPBRS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Ivory  Bean,  John  S.  Dnnlap,  and 
of  i)ermanent  members  of  the  Fire  Department  were 
severally  icferrcd,  in  concurrence. 

The  message  from  the  Mayor,  recommending  an  in- 
crease of  salary  for  the  City  Solicitor,  and  an  addition 
to  the  number  of  assistant-solicitors,  was  referred  lO 
the  Connnittee  on  Ordinances,  in  concurrence. 

The  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  N.  C. 
A.  Preble  and  others,  that  compensation  be  allowed 
to  Daniel  W.  Bngbee  for  injury  to  his  wagon  on  Dor- 
chester avenue,  was  accepted,  in  concnrreuce. 

The  order  for  the  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  i)rimary 
schoolhouse,  of  tliree  lots  of  land  on  Marlborough 
street,  containing  8064  square  feet,  and  two  lots  ad- 
joining the  same,  containing  .5370  square  feet,  more 
or  less,  at  not  exceeding  thirty-sis  thousand  dollars, 
also  an  order  for  a  loan  of  that  sum  to  be  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  said  site,  was  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction,  in  concurrence,  for  the 
procurance  of  a  more  suitable  site. 

The  Older  to  pay  bills  for  extra  duty  of  certain  po- 
lice officers,  amounting  to  $197,  was  passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
Auditor's  Estimates  for  1873-74  (printed  City  Doc. 
No.  45.  1873),  establishing  the  appropriations  for  ^aid 
year,  and  the  order  to  lay  a  tax  of  .$8,038,092  on  per- 
sons and  property  in  this  city,  werefpassed.  in  con- 
currence. 

THE   BURKILL   CLAIM. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  Burrill 
claim  (printecl  City  Doc.  No.  40,  1873)  coming  up, 
which  were  reconunitted  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Alderman  Gafheld  moved  that  the  Board  non-concur 
and  that  the  majoi-ity  report  of  the  committee  be 
accepted,  giving  leave  to  the  petitioner  to  w'ithdraw. 

In  support  of  the  motion,  he  sa^d,  the  only  question 
before  the  committee  was  that  of  referring  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Burrill  to  arbitration,  with  no  reference  what- 
ever as  to  the  amount  to  which  he  was  entitled,  and 
that  was  the  only  question  properly  to  be  acted  upon. 

The  recommitment  was  non-concurred  in,  and  the 
report  of  the  majority  was  accepted. 

PARKER   HILL   FOB  A   RESERVOIR. 

The  special  assignment  was  taken  up,  the  report 
of  committee  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  pelition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  purchase  or  otherwise 
take  land  for  a  reservoir  on  Parker's  Hill,  and  author- 
izing tlie  i)urchase  or  taking  of  such  other  lands  as 
may  be  necessary  to  convey  water  to  and  from  said 
reservoir. 

No  objection  being  made  theieto.  the  order  was 
passed. 

REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  o  the  petition  of  the  How- 
ard Watch  Company,  for  leave  to  locate  a  sleam  en- 
gine and  boiler  oil  Eustis  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Prescott  street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  (iibson.  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Market,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Ira  Hiland'to  transfer  lease  of  stalls  97-99,  and  cellar 
18,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  Smith,  Avery  &  Maynard. 
Accepled. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows:  Thomas  Go- 
gins,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on 


East  Eighth  street,  between  G  and  Old  Harbor  streets 
S.  Hall  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  stable  for  eight 
horses  on  Hall's  wharf.  Border  street.  East  Boston; 
Charles  Cullis,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Union  avenue;  John  S.  Blair,  to  occupy  a 
brick  and  wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Bristol 
street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  Wil- 
liam C.  Pay  to  give  dramatic  entertainments  at  the 
St.  James  Theatre,  April  3;  James  F.  Wheeler  to  give 
a  dramatic  performance  at  Washington  Hall,  April  5; 
Charles  Erskine  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  Tremont 
Temple,  for  live  weeks,  from  April  3;  W.  W.  Bery  to 
hold  a  fair  at  Nassau  Hall,  Ajn-il  10,  and  subsequent 
evenings;  also  licenses  to  forly-six  news  boys,  and 
to  sunclry  persons  as  victuallers,  innholders,  for  hack 
stands,  wagon  licenses,  billiard  license,  dealer  in 
second-hand  articles,  pawnbrokci',  transfer  of  wagon 
license.    Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Bridget  Brothers,  for  a  license  as  victual- 
ler at  192  Fourtlfstreet,  and  of  Lawrence  Jacobs,  123 
Friend  street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  C!ommittce  on  Paving, 
to  whoni  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  N.  C. 
Mnnson  for  leave  to  lay  a  railroad  track  across  Yar- 
mouth street,  together  with  the  remonstrance  of 
Matthias  Rich  and  others  against  the  same,  made  a 
report  recommending  that  the  petition(ir  have  leave 
to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  tiie  petition  of  E.  S.  Johnson, 
that  edgestones  be  set  on  Brook  avenue,  made  a  re- 
port, recommending  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
be  granted,  in  accordance  with  the  order  passed  by 
the^Board  of  Aldermen   October  11,  1872.     Accepted. 

DIRECTORS   OF  EAST   BOSTON    FERRIES. 

Alderman  Hulbert,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for 
directors  of  the  East  Boston  ferries,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  election  of  Daniel  D.  Kelly  and 
Charles  Stanwood  as  directors  at  large  for  the  term 
of  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  May  next. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  a  ballot,  resulting  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Charles  Stanwood 11 

William  F.  Brooks 7 

Daniel  D.  Kelley (1 

Messrs.  Stanwood  and  Brooks  were  declared  to  be 
elected. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  the  petitions 
of  James  Teevan,  to  be  comiiensatcd  for  damages 
caused  by  discontinuance  of  Church  street;  George 
Atkinson  and  Moses  Williams,  Jr.,  trustees,  for 
increase  of  damages  on  Wa.shington  street;  D.  W. 
Poster,  for  removal  of  obstructions  over  lines  of  Pur- 
chase street  and  Shawmut  avenue;  Mary  S.  T. 
Macomber,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  on  Second  and 
Athens  streets,  also  for  land  taken  on  Athens  street; 
Nathaniel  Brewer,  administrator,  for  additional  com- 
pensation for  land  taken  on  Fort  Hill;  Maurice 
O'Connell,  for  compensation  for  the  use  of  his  estate, 
corner  of  Oliver  and  Sturgis  streets,  and  Luther 
Blodgett,  in  behalf  of  heir.s  of  Mary  Boylston,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  on  widening  Boylston 
street;  Hannah  T.  Hathaway,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Ontario  street,  and  of  Margaret  Bradley, 
for  abatement  of  her  Hamilton-street  betterment. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  au- 
thorizing a  transfer  of  $.50,000  fiom  the  ajijjropria- 
tion  for  Atlantic  avenue  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
extension  of  South  Market  street,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of/the  order,    as   follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ai)propria- 
tion  for  Atlantic  avenue  the  sum  of  $,511,000  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  extension  of  Soiilh  Market  street. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

WIUENINO    OF     eON(iRKSS    STREET. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  \\ere  rc^fcrred  the  resolve 
and  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, March  27,  1873,  for  the  widening  of  Congress 
street  on  the  easterly  side,  between  Water  street  and 
State  street,  made  a  report  that  the  City  Council 
ought  not  to  concur. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  order, 
the  Board  unanimously  non-concnrred  with  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

^VIDENING   OF   DEVONSHIRE   STREET. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and  order  of  the 
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Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of 
Devonshire  street  on  the  easterly  side,  between 
Franklin  street  and  Milk  street,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  $15,180,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  resolve  and  order. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolve  and  order 
were  passed,  in  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

WIDENING   OF  WATER   STUEET. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the  estimates 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissionei's  in  relation  to 
the  expense  for  laying  out  the  parcel  of  land  between 
Congress  street.  Milk  street  and  Pearl  street  extend- 
ed, and  widening  Water  street,  between  Congres:^ 
street  and  Devonshire  street,  made  a  report  recom- 
mendint!'  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
he  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  ptesent  to  the 
City  Council  for  its  action  resolves  and  orders  for  the 
laying  out,  as  a  public  street  or  way,  the  lot  of  land 
on  the  northerly  side  of  Milk  street,  between  Con- 
gress street  an  Pearl  street  extended,  also  for  the 
widening  of  Water  street  to  sixty  feet,  between  Con- 
gress and  Devonshire  street,  by  taking  land  on  the 
n3rtherly  side. 

John  T.  Clabk, 
For  a  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  respectfully  dissent  from  the  foregoing 
recommendation  of  the  majority. 

In  taking  lands  for  laying  out  and  widening  streets, 
it  must  be  made  to  appear  "that  the  public  safety  and 
convenience  require  the  proposed  alterations.  In  this 
case  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  have  twice 
decided  that  the  public  safety  and  convenience  did  not 
require  the  widening  of  Water  street,  or  the  removal 
of  the  triangular  parcel  of  land  between  Congiess 
street  and  Pearl  street  extended. 

The  present  Committee  of  the  C'ily  Council  on 
Streets  were  nnanimous  in  the  opinion  that  Congress 
street,  east  of  the  Post  Office,  should  not  be  widened 
more  than  seventy  feet.  The  action  of  the  United 
States  Government  has  not  changed  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  CUty  Council  in  any  degree.  If  the  pub- 
lic safety  and  convenience  did  not  require  the  al- 
terations before  Congress  acted  in  the  matter,  it  cer- 
tainly cannot  be  claimed  that  they  are  required 
now,  and  the  City  Government  would  only  be  stulti- 
fying itself  liy  adopting  the  recommendation  of  the 
majority. 

In  the  estimates  of  the  expense  for  making  these 
alterations,  as  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, March  27,  the  parcel  of  land  between 
Bath  street  and  Pearl  street  extended  was  entirely 
omitted,  although  covered  by  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  calling  for  the  estimates.  This  land  should 
he  included  in  ordei  to  show  the  whole  expense  of 
the  proposed  alterations. 

The  estimates  for  all  damages  to  the  Boston  Post 
estate  are  placed  at  $118,000,  but  if  the  widening  is 
made  the  proprietors  will  surrender  the  whole  estate, 
involving  an  expense  to  the  city  of  .$100,000. 

The  land  taken  from  the  Simmons  estate  is  esti- 
mated at  $8.5  per  square  foot,  but  the  trustees  value 
the  portion  taken  at  $60  per  square  foot.  The  land 
taken  from  the  Lawrence  estate  is  valued  at  ,$21  per 
square  foot  by  the  commissioners,  but  the  owners 
value  it  at  $10,  and  the  land  taken  from  James  Leeds 
on  a  valuation  of  $.33  per  square  foot,  is  valued  by 
the  owners  at  $66  per  square  foot. 

Taking  these  figures  as  a  basis,  we  have  a  total  ex- 
pense of  $765,991,"for  the  alteration,  exclusive  of  the 
cost  of  removing  the  parcel  of  land  between  Bath 
street  and  Pearl  street. 

For  these  reasons  and  others  which  the  under- 
signed have  not  time  to  enumerate,  they  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  order  submitted  by  the  majority  ought 
not  to  pass. 

For  the  minority. 

James  J.  Flynn. 
Ctkus  a.  Page. 

The  question  being  on  suspending  the  rules  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  order — 

AHlerman  Power  expressed  the  hope  that  the  rules 
would  not  be  suspended,  and  that  the  order  ought 
not  to  pass  at  all.  As  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  the  public  convenience 
and  necessity  did  not  require  the  widening  of  Water 
street,  and  as  to  tlie  question  of  expense,  if  passed, 
the  truth  of  the  matter  would  make  the  expense 
nearly  $1,000,000.  Everybody  must  be  aware  that 
the  owners  of  the  property  to  be  taken  will  not 
accept  any  such  sum  as  is  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Street  Commissioners.  The  design  of  the  widening 
is  simply  to  show  ofl'  the  Post  Olhce  building,  and  he 
could  not  see  how  any  one  could  vote  for  such  an 


order  when  they  had  opposed  the  extension  of  Wash- 
ington street. 

They  had  no  more  right  to  vote  money  to  lay  out  a 
square  to  show  off  the  Post  Office  building  tlian  they 
had  to  vote  to  lay  out  the  ground  around  any  other 
magnificent  building  which  has  been  or  might  be  put 
up  to  show  off  such  building.  If  the  United  States 
Government  considered  the  building  to  be  of  so  much 
importance  in  preserving  it  from  fire,  he  did  not 
know  of  any  other  way  than  for  it  to  go  to  the  ex- 
pense itself  of  protecting  it.  If  so  much  money  was 
to  be  expended  for  the  protection  of  buildings,  they 
should  first  protect  our  own  buildings  from  fire.  Let 
them  spend  the  money  for  the  removal  of  the  Niles 
Block  to  protect  the  City  Hall.  Such  an  expenditure 
would  be  much  more  acceptable  to  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  than  to  spend  so  mnch  money  for  the  benefit 
of  a  Govermnent  building.  Gentlemen  had  advo- 
cated economy  in  the  refusal  to  widen  streets  to  the 
extent  of  the'bnrnt  district,  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  this  expenditure  should  be  made,  which 
the  public  necessity  did  not  call  for. 

It  must  be  apparent  that  the  estimates  of  the  Com- 
missioners would  not  half  cover  the  expense,  and  it 
would  occasion  the  necessity  of  widening  Devonshire 
street  on  the  westerly  side, "between  Water  and  Milk 
streets.  Further,  if  the  United  States  are  sincere  in 
wishing  for  more  room  for  the  Post  Office,  let  them 
do  it  themselves,  as  they  should  do  if  they  wish  to 
show  off  the  building.  The  city  had  no  more  right 
to  spend  money  to  show  oft' this  building  than  it  had 
to  show  ofl'  other  buildings.  He  hoped,  then,  that 
the  rules  would  not  be  suspended. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  estimates  made  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  this  matter  were  about  $325,- 
000:  that  was  the  estimate  made  by  men  whose  duty 
it  was  to  understand  the  value  of  property  and  make 
up  their  minds  as  to  what  property  was  worth,  while 
the  estimates  which  had  been  made  by  the  minority 
of  the  committee  were  -wholly  fictitious.  He  then 
addressed  the  board  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman — The  subject  which  claims  our  at- 
tention at  the  present  time,  and  upon  which  we  are 
called  to  express  our  approval  or  disapproval  is  one 
of  no  ordinary  importance.  It  has  been  the  source 
of  more  anxiety  and  has  received  more  carefully  the 
attention  of  the  committee  whose  duty  it  has  been  to 
consider  it,  than  everything  else  which  has  come  be- 
fore them  in  connection  with  the  new  order  of  streets 
in  the  burnt  district.  The  committee  have  endeavor- 
ed to  do.  and  I  believe  have  done,  what  they  l)elieved 
to  be  their  duty,  unbiased  and  without  prejudice, 
looking  only  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  present 
and  future;  for  whatever  may  have  answered  ;for  the 
Boston  of  the  i)ast,  or  even  of  the  present,  will  not 
answer  for  the  Boston  of  the  future.  The  com- 
mittee do  not  expect  that  their  action  will  meet 
with  the  entire  approval  of  the  community — 
most  likely  not  with  the  entire  approval  of  the  City 
Council. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  in  a  project  of  such 
magnitude,  where  there  exists  such  a  diversity  of  in- 
terests—where private  projaprty  must  be  taken,  and 
a  large  expenditure  incurred  by  the  city^that  all  will 
be  of  the  same  opinion.  But  I  do  believe  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  community  will  approve  and  sus- 
tain the  action  of  the  committee  and  will  be  sadly  dis- 
appointed if  the  City  Council  does  not  give  the  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  this  great  improvement.  I  for 
one,  sir,  should  have  been  most  happy  could  we  have 
seen  our  way  clear  to  have  recommended  the  saving 
of  this  additional  expenditure  to  the  city  and  left 
untouched  the  property  of  those  citizens  who  so 
earnestly  desire  it,  and  for  whom  I  entertain  senti- 
ments of  the  highest  respect;  for,  sir,  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  no  small  consequence  to  one  of 
the  parties,  at  least,  one  who  must  be  disturbed  if 
the  order  is  adopted.  Having  but  recently  completed 
their  building,  built  expressly  for  their  business  at 
great  cost— centrally  located,  perfect  in  all  its  parts 
for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  one  of  the  best 
business  newspapers  of  the  city,  and  th»;  best  Demo- 
cratic political  newspaper  of  the  country,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  they  should  take  strong  grounds  in 
opposition  to  a  measure  which  will  so  seriously  in- 
terfere with  them,  and  for  which  they  honestly  be- 
lieve there  is  no  immediate  necessity.  If  we,  how- 
ever, differ  with  them,  and  believe  that  they  should 
yield  to  a  great  public  improvement,  we  should  deal 
with  them  liberally  for  the  damages  which  we  force 
upon  them. 

I  have  had  serious  doubt  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
I  have  been  disposed  to  believe  that  the  same  end 
would  be  attained  whether  we  were  to  widen  Water 
street  or  not;  that  if  the  United  States  required  the 
room  they  would  carry  the  Post  Office  to  Congress 
street,  if  we  refused  to  accede  to  their  requirements. 
But,  sir,  I  am  informed  upon  good  authoritv  that 
there  is  no  possible  chance  of  any  change  in  the  con- 
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ditions  of  the  iipi)ropi'ial.ions,  and  that  if  \vc  wish  to 
improve  tlio  opportuuily  of  liaviiig  l)iiilt  for  ixs  tlic 
moist  magiiilicciit  post  otiice  in  the  country,  one  tliat 
will  be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  commensurate 
with  the  growth  and  increase  of  its  business,  we 
must  l)e  ready  to  make  that  small  contribution  as 
our  part  of  tile  expenditure.  I  presume,  sir,  that  If 
we  were  to  erect  a  new  city  liall  or  a  new  court  house 
we  should  not  be  willing  to  erect  it  upon  streets  not 
more  than  forty  feet  wide.  It  would  not  be  good 
policy  for  reasons  too  numerous  to  mention.  We 
should  not  entertain  the  idea  for  a  moment,  and  we 
cannot  expect  the  United  States  Government  to  do 
what  we  as  a  municipal  government  would  consider 
bad  policy. 

I  am,  therefore,  fully  convinced  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Government, 
and  in  so  doing  make  sure  of  having  built  for  us  the 
linest  post  office  of  any  city  in  the  Uni{m;  large 
enough  for  the  present,  but  which  I  hope  we  shall  all 
live  long  enough  to  see  wholly  inade(iuateto  the  busi- 
ness of  Boston;  for,  sir,  the  business  of  Boston  is  so 
rapidly  increasing  that  I  expect  to  see  it  double  with- 
in the  next  five  years.  Our  commerce  is  increasing 
more  rajiidly  than  the  most  sanguine  could  antici- 
pate. 1  have  predicted  that  if  the  railroads  would 
give  us  sufficient  elevator  facilities  that  we  would 
have  a  steamer  a  day  leave  for  Europe  within  ten 
years,  but  it  seems  now  that  we  may  e.xpect  this  to 
take  place  possibly  within  the  present  year.  Should 
the  British  Provinces  be  annexed,  and  as  I  most 
earnestly  desire,  we  will  see  within  twenty  years  from 
this  date  Boston  with  a  population  of  a  million  inhab- 
itants and  the  most  iionrishing  city  in  America,  for 
Boston  above  all  other  cities  in  the  Union  is  the  one 
which  will  reap  the  greatest  benefit  from  annexation. 

Let  us,  then,  as  we  legislate  for  the  present,  not 
be  unmindful  of  the  requirements  of  the  future,  and 
so  govern  our  actions  in  the  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  city  that  we  shall  take  pride  in  remember- 
ing that  we  had  the  privilege  of  helping  forward  this 
improvement  wliich  will  be  an  honor  not  only  to 
Boston,  but  to  all  New  England.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  important  measures  which  has  come  before  us 
this  year.  It  is  one  which  the  whole  city  is  interest- 
ed in  today,  and  which  the  whole  city  for  years  to 
come  will  take  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in.  It  is 
the  only  condition  upcm  which  we  can  malie  sure  to 
procure  this  magnificent  building  to  the  city.  I  think 
the  showing  that  has  been  made  by  the  postmaster  is 
a  fair  one.  It  is  unauswerable.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  his  statements  are  correct  or  else  they  would  be 
denied.  Now,  if  the  business  of  the  Post  Oflice  has 
increased  as  represented  by  him,  the  Post  Office  at 
the  time  it  is  completed  will  be  too  small,  even  now 
for  the  present  requirements.  And  if,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, we  desire  to  have  this  great  improvement  car- 
ried out,  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  we  can 
obtain  it. 

It  may  be  possible  that  the  Commissioners  have 
made  their  estimatei.  too  low,  it  may  be  that  it  may 
cost  .$.50,000  or  perhaps  $7.5,000  above  the  estimate. 
But  suppose  it  cost  half  a  million;  it  is  nothing  to  be 
compared  with  what  New  York  has  contributed  for 
their  Post  Office  built  for  the  '  city  of  New  York. 
They  havegot  landthere  worth  two  millions,  and  have 
given  up  part  of  one  of  tlie  principal  parks  of  the  city. 
St.  Louis  has  done  the  same;  so  lias  Chicago.  We 
cannot  expect  the  United  States  Government  to  do 
what  we  ourselves  would  refuse  to  do.  If  v\'e  were  to 
build  a  new  city  hall  we  would  not  Iniild  it  upon 
streets  forty  feet  wide.  The  Alderman  says  it  is  our 
duty  to  remove  the  buildings  from  close  proximity  to 
City  Hall.  I  agree  witli  him.  It  is  our  duty  and  it  is 
nnder  contemplation  to  remove  those  buildings  be- 
low and  widen  School  street,  and  in  that  \vay  perhaps 
save  this  building  from  a  serious  conflagration.  I 
trust  the  order  will  pass,  and  receive  our  sanction 
this  afternoon,  and  that  we  shall  show  to  the  citizens 
that  this  government  are  bound  to  do  everything  iu 
their  power  to  promote  the  present  and  future  growth 
of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  hojied  to  hear  some 
fair  reason  for  this  large  expenditure,  but  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Alderman  had  very  little  argument  about 
it.  He  did  not  know  anything  aliout  ilie  jirobability 
of  the  annexation  of  the  British  provinces  or  of  Ire- 
land or  any  other  country  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  but  if  the  United  States  (government  wishes 
for  more  room  for  its  business,  they  should  do  as  the 
city  does  for  its  business  or  any  other  jiarty  does.  If 
the  business  of  the  0()V(U'nmeut  is  large,  it  should 
furn'sb  proper  facilities  to  do  "it.  They  could  well 
afford  to  giv('  Boston  a  line  building,  for  very  little  of 
its  money  had  been  spent  here.  As  to  a  comjiarison 
betwecMi  Boston  and  New  York,  it  is  fortunate  that 
New  York  had  some  funds  to  init  to  a  good  use,  for 
very  little  of  it  had  been  disposed  of  in  that  way. 


But  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  which 
they  were  discussing,  which  was  as  to  the  public  ne- 
cessity or  convenience.  It  was  not  either  as  to  cut- 
ting off  of  the  Boston  I'ost  building,  or  whether  that 
was  a  good  l.)emocratic  jiaper  or  not.  He  did  not 
care  whether  the  Boston  Post  was  a  good  or  poor 
paper,  for  it  was  the  public  interest  we  were  to  con- 
sider. As  to  any  necessity  lie  failed  to  see  it,  and 
there  were  plenty  of  wants  for  the  money  whi(;h  the 
widening  would  cost.  The  widening  of  Washington 
street  was  much  more  desirable  than  this  measure, 
and  there  was  no  reason  in  the  world  why  they  should 
expend  money  for  einbeliishini:  or  beautifying  the 
Government  buildings  or  for  laying  out  parks  for  em- 
bellishment of  any  one's  property  than  their  own. 
If  we  have  anything  to  spare,, we  should  use  it  for  our 
own  first. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the 
report  had  been  so  well  given  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  that  there  was  no  need  of  his  saying  much. 
The  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  speaks  of  the 
estimates  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  which, 
as  statecj  l)y  the  chairman,  were  entirely  fictitious. 
They  had  three  competent  men  as  Street  Commis- 
sioners, who  know  how  to  make  estimates,  and  he 
believed  the  cost  would  not  exceed  their  estimates 
by  a  great  amount.  He  would  ask,  if  they  were  sup- 
posed to  take  estimates  of  experienced  men,  like  the 
Commissioners,  or  those  of  the  owners  of  estates. 
As  an  instance  in  point,  he;  would  cite  a  case  where 
parties  estimated  their  land,  which  was  taken,  to  be 
worth  .f 40,000,  but  instead  of  getting  that  sum,  they 
left  it  to  a  Jury,  and  got  but  .|;l8,000.  If  they  applied 
the  same  rule  in  this  case,  and  the  owners  asked  too 
much,  the  sum  might  be  reduced  to  less  than  the 
estimate  of  the  Commissioners. 

It  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  they  were  obliged  to 
interfere  with  the  property  of  private  individuals. 
He  had  great  respect  for  the  jjarties  interested  in  this 
case,  especially  for  the  senior  editor  of  the  Post, 
whom  he  had  known  from  his  boyhood.  Yet  public 
improvements  must  be  made,  and  the  projierty  of  in- 
dividuals interfered  with,  but  when  they  did  take 
such  iiroperty  a  liberal  iirice  was  always  paid  fur  land 
taken  for  street  widenings.  That  he  could  test 
from  his  own  experience.  Owners  of  land  always 
ask  a  higli  price  for  laud  taken,  for  that  was  the. 
nation  of  Yankees,  to  ask  more  than  they  expect  to 
get.  If  they  do  not  get  enough,  they  can  have  their 
grievances  heard  and,  as  a  last  resort,  get  more  in  an- 
other place.  The  widening  of  this  street  was  not  to. 
show  off  the  Post  Office,  as  had  been  stated,  but  had 
been  put  in  an  unanswerable  way  by  the  Postmaster, 
[f  asked  why  not  have  had  this  done  years  ago,  he 
had  asked  the  same  question,  and  the  answer  was 
that  we  had  not  had  the  experience  which  the  great 
fires  in  Portland,  Chicago  and  Boston  had  since  given 
them,  that  streets  of  forty  feet  were  not  wide 
enough. 

If  we  have  made  a  mist,ake  heretofore,  shall  we 
make  it  again?  The  street  shonld  be  si.xty  feet  in 
width  for  protection  against  fire,  and  after  the  Mayor, 
had  been  before  the  committee  of  Congress  to  get  the 
best  terms,  they  voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
conditions  for  tl;e  widening  of  all  the  streets  to  sixty 
feet  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Post  oflice.  The  que,«tion 
then  was  whether  the  Government  should  yield  to  us 
or  we  should  yield  to  f.he  (iovernment,  and  it  would 
be  to  their  shame  and  everlasting  sorrow  if  they  did 
not  vote  to  carry  out  tlie  request  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  not  a  matter  of  showing  off  the 
building,  but  one  of  safety.  If  asked  why  we  did 
not  widen  on  JJevonshire  street,  it  was  our  answer 
that  it  was  a  mistake  that  it  was  not  widened  when 
it  could  have  been,  and  some  time  the  Government 
may  remedy  it,  and  the  building^on  that  side  may  be 
moved  hack. 

It  was  urged  also  that  the  Government  should  pay 
the  expense  of  this  widening,  and  lie  had  no  doubt 
they  would  do  so.  When  School  street  shall  be  wid- 
ened, as.it  must  before  many  years,  we  have  the  as- 
surance that  the  Government  will  pay  for  the  removal 
of  the  buildings  between  Water  street  and  Spring 
lane.  The  United  States  will  stand  a  high  better- 
ment, and  the  Government  will  do  liberal  things  for 
us  if  we  do  liberal  things  for  them.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  order  would  pass  by  a  large  vote,  if  not 
unanimously. 

Alderman  Powc^r  said  it  was  all  very  well  to  sav 
what  the  Government  might  or  should  do,  but  there 
could  be  no  doubt  what  they  will  do  if  the  city  stands 
linn.  It  was  olijected  that  the  owners  of  property 
have  iioor  judgments  as  to  tlic  value  of  what  if-  their 
own,  but  who  should  know  the  value  of  property  bet- 
ter than  tluMJwnersy  If  a  iiiecc  of  property  rented 
for  $10,000,  it  ought  to  hi'  worth  .|;10(),(H)0.  Ttie  Post 
proprietors  had  a  claim  against  the  city  when  the 
building  was  put  up  which  could  have  been  settled  for 
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$1500,  Init  it  was  not.  and  it  was  left  out,  and  an 
award  was  recently  made  at  $10,000  or  $11,000.  The 
judgment  of  that  committee,  at  least,  was  not  very 
correct.  The  estimates  of  the  owners  arc  to  be  taken, 
for  at  the  estimates  of  the  Commissioners  of  $iO  or 
$30  a  foot,  a  lot  of  .weo  or  0000  feet  of  land  alone  can- 
not be  bought.  The  estimates  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  are  therefore  much  nearer  correct  than 
those  of  the  Commissioners.  The  cost  would  be  near- 
ly a  million  of  dollars,  and  he  could  not  see  how  any 
gentleman  could  advocate  it. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  estimates  of  the  minority 
of  the  committee  contemplated  the  abandonment  of 
the  entire  Post  estate,  at  a  cost  of  $400,000.  If  there 
should  be  such  an  abandonment,  the  city  would  take 
what  they  wanted  and  would  have  the  rest  to  sell, 
which  would  much  reduce  the  estimated  cost.  In 
regard  to  the  question  whether  the  United  States 
Government  would  carry  out  the  work  of  extending 
the  Post  Office  as  it  should  be,  whether  the  city 
widened  Water  street,  or  removed  the  triangular 
piece  of  land  between  Congress  and  Milk  streets,  it 
was  very  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  done.  Unless 
this  order  was  passed,  who  would  buy  this  land  for 
the  extension  or  take  care  of  it?  It  would  be  utterly 
impossible  to  get  the  extension  in  any  other  way.  In 
looking  at  the  Post  Ofiice  as  it  is  injured  l)y  the  fire, 
it  is  not  right  to  complete  it  with  streets  but  forty 
feet  wide.  It  would  be  a  great  mistake  not  to  widen 
the  street.  The  City  Council  had  passed  the  resolve 
and  order  to  widi^i  Milk  street  to  sixty  feet,  volun- 
tarily, and  to  widen  Congress  street  opposite  the 
Post  Office  to  seventy  feet,  thus  recognizing  the  fact 
that  there  should  be  wide  streets  ai'ound  the  Post 
Office.  It  was  not  contemplated  widening  Water 
street,  because  in  a  few  years  the  triangular  piece  of 
land  between  Water  street  and  Spring  lane  would  be 
removed.  Congress  had  thought  dillerently,  and  he 
was  not  satisfied  that  it  was  not  for  the  best.  When 
it  was  removed,  they  have  the  assurance  that  some- 
thing would  be  paid  towards  it — how  much  he  did  not 
know,  but  if  not  the  whole  the  Government  would 
pay  liberally  towai'd  it. 

Alderman  Gaffield  referred  to  the  estimates  of  the 
Commissioners,  not  $20  or  $.30  as  stated,  but  $35  or 
$40,  which  it  was  assessed  for,  and  remarked  upon 
these  prices  as  liberal,  for  whenever  the  city  takes 
land,  they  are  always  told  that  the  price  estimated  is 
twenty-five  or  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  it  is  taxed 
for. 

Alderman  Gilison  said  he  had  never  supposed  he 
should  have  anything  to  say  upon  the  snbject,  for  he 
had  been  looking  over  the  amount  of  money  which 
had  been  expended  for  street  improvements  and 
thought  it  was  enough.  lie  had,  however,  been  down 
several  times  to  look  this  matter  over,  and  had  been 
importuned  cm  both  sides,  but  he  could  come  to  no 
other  conclusion  than  that  Water  street  should  be 
widened,  and  that  in  no  other  way  would  they  ever 
get  a  better  value  for  the  money  expended  than  in 
this  way.  No  one  regretted  more  than  he  did  the  ex- 
penditure of  so  much  money,  but  an  expenditure  of 
$4,000,(100  would  he  of  great  advantage  to  the  city,  a 
help  to  mechanics  and  to  everyboly.  Congress  street 
was  to  be  a  great  line  of  travel,  and  this  place  about 
the  Post  Ofiice  would  virtually  be  the  exchange  for 
New  England,  if  the  increase  should  be  in  future  but 
half  as  fast  as  in  the  past. 

As  the  gi-eat  loafing  place  for  merchants  and  me- 
chanics its  wide  streets  would  be  sought  after.  Court 
street  was  now  so  crowded  with  mechanics  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  through  it.  bnt  in  two  years 
the  entire  Exchange  would  be  near  the  Post  Office, 
for  Water  street  would  be  kept  clear  of  teams.  Nine 
out  of  ten  business  men  would  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  that  this  widening  should  take  place.  W  e 
are  suffering  for  the  acts  of  our  ancestors  to  the 
amount  of  millions  of  dollars  for  their  defects,  and 
we  should  learn  from  this,  that  the  same  hereafter 
shall  not  be  said  of  us.  Forty  feet  for  the  width  of 
the  street  was  in  many  respects  a  disadvantage,  the 
snow  remaining  on  the  ground  until  carted  off,  on 
account  of  the  high  buildings  which  prevent  the  sun 
from  melting  it.  He  should  be  happy  to  vote  for  the 
order,  but  did  not  believe  at  first  that  he  should. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Alderman  who  had  just 
spoken  was  the  last  man  he  should  have  supposed 
would  dare  favor  this  measure.  If  those  for  whom 
he  was  providing,  fifty  years  hence,  were  to  pay  the 


taxes  for  this  expenditure,  there  might  be  some  jus- 
tice in  his  argument,  but  if  they  were  to  build  up  the 
city  for  fifty  years  to  come  and  pay  the  taxes,  the 
gr(^at  increase  of  debt  and  taxes  would  drive  many 
more  to  Nahant.  When  the  widening  of  Washing- 
tim  street  was  up,  a  few  days  since,  it  was  urged  by 
that  alderman  thp.t  it  would  not  be  done  in  twenty 
years,  and  he  ,)n!d  not  see  how  hecould  now  go  for 
this  piece  of  extravagance.  He  could  not  see  why 
fJongress  should  expect  us  to  build  a  Post  Office,  for 
it  is  the  Interest  of  the  Government  to  get  a  suitable 
place  for  a  Post  Office  and  see  that  it  is  protected 
from  tire.  He  believed  the  Government  would  do 
so  If  we  stand  by  our  rights.  If  Congress  would 
but  take  example  from  Boston,  it  would  be  better 
for  the  country,  and  if  we  stand  u])  for  our  rights  we 
shall  get  them. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  would  like  to  have  the 
matter  of  widening  Warer  street  run  for  three  years, 
or  until  such  time  as  may  be  required,  to  complete 
the  Post  Office  building;  so  that  it  would  not  be  nec- 
essary to  cut  of  the  Boston  Post  building  short  of  that 
time. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  did  not  know  or  care 
about  the  Post  or  anybody  ccmnected  with  it.  He 
did  not  care  and  had  little  regard  for  what  was  said 
atunit  the  paper.  The  question  was  as  to  th'^  public 
interest  or  necessity  for  the  widening,  and  not 
whether  the  Post  or  any  other  paper  was  affected  by 
the  widening.  The  widening  was  not  so  much  de- 
manded as  in  some  other  localities,  and  there  was 
nobody  particularly  interested  in  it  as  a  public  ne- 
cessity. 

Alderman  Gibson  repeated  that  he  would  not  re- 
quire I  he  widening  if  it  could  be  kept  until  the  Post 
Office  was  finished. 

Alderman  Gaffield  stated  that  they  were  obliged  to 
take  in  two  years  all  lands  laid  OKt  for  widening 
streets.  He  bad  no  doubt  the  Commissioners  would 
allow  all  the  leniency  possible  in  this  case. 

The  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules  was 
carried,  and  the  second  reading  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  9  to  3,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Gaffield,  Gibson, 
Hulbert,  Quincy.  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Nays— Brown,  Cutter,  Power. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  such  re- 
pairs to  be  made  and  to  supply  such  furniture  as 
may  be  needed  for  the  Court  House  and  Probate 
Building,  also  to  complete  the  fitting  and  furnishing 
for  the  new  addition  to  the  Probate  Building,  provided 
such  repairs,  fitting  and  furnishing  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  $10,000  during  the  municipal  year;  said 
expenditure  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  County  of  Suflblk. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  an  order  was  passed 
for  the  apportionment  of  the  betterments  assessed 
for  the  widening  and  extension  of  Cliff  street,  upon 
Betsey  D.  Rich,  Bridget  Maloney.  Arietta  H.  Bixby, 
Samuel  Hitchcock,  Christian  Brown,  George  W 
Stevens,  J.  H.  Ryan  and  McNamara,  J.  H.  Ryan, 
Mary  J.  Johnson,  and  heirs  of  Ellen  M.  Marston. 

ORDERS  READ   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  orders  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  Franklin  street,  between  Fed- 
eral and  Congress  streets,  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Saratoga  street,  and  the  extension  of  a 
sewer  on  Robbins's  wharf,  also  for  the  change  of  cer- 
tain sewer  assessments. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Third 
street,  between  Emerson  and  H  streets.  Hearing 
Monday  next,  April  7,  four  o'clock. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Sawyer 
street,  near  Lenox  street.  Hearing  Monday  next, 
April  T,  four  o'clock. 

0-n  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Chap- 
man street,  between  Albion  and  Tremont  streets, 
across  Tremont  street,  and  in  Appleton  street,  be- 
tween Tremont  and  Berkeley  streets.  Hearing  Mon- 
day, April  7,  four  o'clock. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

APRIL    4,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  T}4  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

A  call  of  the  roll  showed  a  quorum  of  members 
present,  as  follows: 

Abbott,  Adams,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Burditt,  Burt, 
Caton,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Darrow,  Davis, 
Dean,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Plynn,  Harrington, 
Hine,  Holmes,  Joues,  Lamb,  McCue,  McKenney, 
Page,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Shaw, 
Thacher,  Train,  Upham,  Warren,  West,  Weston, 
Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  petition  of  Ann  E.  Chessman,  Sidney  Fisher, 
Lieutenant  J.  P.  Haney,  James  O.  Young,  Edward  G. 
Morse  and  others,  Thomas  Keyes,  Conrad  Decher, 
Owen  Nawn,  and  the  remonstrance  of  Andrew  T. 
Hall  and  others,  were  severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  communication  from  the  Water  Board  in  re- 
gard to  high-service  district  (City  Document  No.  38, 
1873)  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  communication  from  Street  Commissioners 
substituting  for  that  part  of  the  estimate  which  re- 
lates to  cost  of  laying  out  as  a  street  the  triangular 
piece  of  land  bounded  by  the  proposed  widening  of 
Congress  street,  and  extension  of  Pearl  street  and 
Milk  street,  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
all  the  property  surrendered  by  Bath,  Congress  and 
Milk  streets,  as  the  lines  now  exist,  coming  up— 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  moved  that  it  be  placed  on 
file. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  he  never  understood 
that  it  was  proposed  to  take  this  piece  of  laud,  and 
the  Committee  on  Streets  had  by  their  action  con- 
cluded that  it  was  not  necessary  or  desirable  to  take 
the  land. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  was  not  to  blartie  that 
the  Street  Commissioners  had  not  considered  the 
matter,  but  he  wanted  it  thoroughly  understood  why 
this  lot  was  proposed  to  be  taken,  and  why  no  esti- 
mates had  been  nrade. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  that  the  reason  why 
the  Street  Commissioners  did  not  send  in  an  estimate 
was  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  extension  of  Pearl 
street.  If  this  is  for  the  purpose  of _  delaying  the 
action  in  the  matter  he  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  stated  that  the  committee  did  not  know 
when  this  estimate  was  made  that  this  small  piece  of 
land  was  omitted  from  that  estimate.  The  order  was 
passed  by  both  branches  and  the  Street  Commission- 
ers, and  ,  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
failed  to  see  the  purport  of  the  order  offered  by  the 
minority. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  not  opposed  to  the  reference  to  the 
committee,  but  he  wished  to  have  it  made  clear 
whether  or  not  it  was  actually  required  for  street  wid- 
ening. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  it  a  matter  of  some 
importance  as  a  principle,  at  least,  and  could  not  see 
why  any  gentleman  should  oppose  its  reference. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  Ki,  speaking  as  a  member  of  the 
committee,  stated  that  they  diduot  consider  it  a  mat- 
ter of  very  great  importance  at  the  time  they  had  it 
under  consideration. 

After  some  further  debate  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Order  authorizing-  such  repairs  and  supplies  of 
furniture  as  may  be  needed  for  the  Court  House  and 
Probate  Building;  and  the  fitting  and  furnishing  of 
the  new  addition  to  said  building,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding .110,000. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Streets,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  for  widening 
Devonshire  street,  between  Franklin  and  Milk  streets, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1.5,180. 

Eeport  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $500,000,  to 
be  expended  in  furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water 
from  Sudbury  River. 

Order  to  pay  Azel  Bowditch  $150,  for  additional 
land  damages  on  Blue-Hill  avenue. 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  and  Edmund  Quincy,  ex- 
ecutors, etc.,  $.55,200,  for  laud  damages  caused  by  the 
extension  of  South  Market  street. 


Order  to  pay  Josiah  and  Edmund  Quincy,  ex- 
ecutors, etc.,  $3549,  for  Atlantic-avenue  land  dam- 
ages. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  G.  Russell  $39,500,  for  Con- 
gress-street damages. 

DIRECTORS   OP  EAST   BOSTON   FERRIES. 

The  report  nominating  Daniel  D.  Kelly  and  Charles 
Stanwood  as  Directors  at  Large  of  the  East  Boston 
Ferries  was  accepted,  and  the  certificate  of  election 
of  Charles  Stanwood  and  William  F.  Brooks  as  di- 
rectors was  read. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  an  election  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  opposed  the  motion,  stating 
that  it  was  desirable  to  have  men  of  experience  and 
ability  on  that  board,  and  it  was  believed  that  the 
services  of  Mr.  Kelly  could  not  be  dispensed  with, 
he  being  one  of  the  best  they  had  ever  had.  Dy 
postponement  they  will  have  further  time  for  recon- 
sideration, with  a  better  result. 

Mr.  Wilbur  withdrew  the  motion,  which  was  re- 
newed by  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7.  In  doing  so  he  said 
he  did  not  desire  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  the  candidates,  which  he  could  do  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Pease  said  he  had  no  wish  to  go  into  the  merits 
of  the  candidates,  but  desired  to  state  that  it  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  that  Messrs. 
Kelly  and  Stanwood  should  be  elected. 

The  Chair  stated  that  they  were  liable  to  establish 
a  wrong  precedent  in  the  action  proposed. 

Mr.  I'lynn  withdrew  his  motion,  stating  that  the 
people  of  South  Boston  could  as  rightly  claim  the 
election  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  as  could 
the  people  of  East  Boston  all  the  Directors  of  the 
Ferries. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted  and  orders 
were  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Report  in  favor  of  passage  of  the  order  authoriz- 
ing a  transfer  of  $50,000  from  the  appropriation  for 
Atlantic  Avenue  to  the  appropruition  for  Extension 
of  South  Market  Street,  and  passage  of  said  order. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  for  airthority  for  the 
city  to  purchase  or  take  lands  on  Parker  Hill  for  a 
water  reservoir,  and  such  other  lands  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  convey  water  to  and  from  the  same,  and  pas- 
sage of  said  order. 

The  non-concurrence  in  the  recommitment  of  the 
majority  report  on  the  Burrill  Claim  (City  Doc.  No. 
4ti),  with  instructions  to  report  an  order  for  payment 
of  said  claim  coming  up — 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  moved  that  the  Council 
recede  from  its  action  and  concur  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  acceptance  of  the  report,  when  Mr. 
Burrill  could  present  a  petition  for  a  payment  of  his 
claim,  which  would  properly  come  up  for  action. 

The  Council  receded  and  concurred  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  in  giving  to  the  petitioner  leave  to 
withdraw. 

WIDENING   OF  WATER  STREET. 

Report  and  order  requesting  Street  Commissioners 
to  present  resolves  and  order  for  laying  out  as  a  street 
the  lot  of  land  on  the  northerly  side  of  Milk  street, 
between  Congress  street  and  Pearl  street  extended; 
also  for  widening  Water  street  to  sixty  feet  between 
Congress  and  Devonshire  streets,  and  a  minority  re- 
port dissenting  therefrom,  and  expressing  the  opin- 
ion that  said  order  ought  not  to  pass,  came  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Pending  the  passage  of  the  order,  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  (i  remarked  that  the  majority  of  the  committee 
stood  just  where  they  did  at  the  time  of  the  last  meet- 
ing, and  thought  this  measure  should  be  adopted. 
They  believed  that  the  public  interest  demanded  that 
the  Post  Otfice  should  be  extended,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose they  were  willing  to  recommend  the  passage  of 
an  order  for  widening  the  streets  opposite  the  Post 
OflBce,  and  it  was  their  opinion  that  it  would  not  cost 
more  than  the  commissioners  had  estimated.  The 
reasons  for  the  recommendations  were  the  same  that 
had  been  urged  before,  and  the  whole  subject  had 
been  so  thoroughly  gone  over  in  the  communication 
of  the  Postmaster  that  he  didn't  think  it  necessary  to 
take  up  time  in  discussing  it.  There  was  one  or  two 
points  in  the  report  of  the  minority  on  which  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words.  The  minoritjf  said  that 
"in  taking  lauds  for  laying  out  and  widening  streets 
it  must  be  made  to  appear  that  the  public  safety  and 
convenience  required  the  proposed  alterations. 
In  this  case  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
have  twice  decided  that  the  public  safety  and  conven- 
ience did  not  require  the  widening  of  Water  street  or 
the  removal  of  the  triangular  parcel  of  land  between 
Congress  street  and  Pearl  street  extended."  He  was 
authorized  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  to  say  that  this  statement  of  the  mi- 
nority was   not   in   accordance  with  the  facts  of  the 
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case.  They  had  never  decided  any  such  thing.  What 
tliey  had  done  was  to  say  to  tlie  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings Hint,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  they  sliould 
not  suggest  any  improvements,  and  that  he  might 
give  parties  their  lines  to  build  upon.  With  respect 
to  the  action  of  the  City  Council,  he  said  that  during 
the  existence  of  the  last  City  Government  no  action 
was  taken  on  the  widening  of  Water  street.  lie  had 
looked  over  the  record  of  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
and  could  not  find  that  the  committee  had  ever  passed 
u])on  the  matter.  He  had  seen  an  article  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  Street  Couimissiouers  had  given  no- 
tice to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  that  the  lines  might 
be  given,  but  an  order  was  introduced  into  the  Coun- 
cil, which  was  passed,  directing  him  not  to  give  any 
lines  on  Water  street  until  authorized  by  the  City 
Council  or  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets. 

At  that  time,  in  January,  no  action  had  been  taken 
by  the  United  States  Government  in  reference  to  the 
extension  of  the  Post  Office,  so  that  the  matter  had 
not  lieen  considered.  As  far  as  these  bugbears  of 
the  adjudication  by  the  Street  Commissioners  or  of 
the  City  Council  or  the  Committee  on  Streets  were 
concerned  there  was  nothing  which  interfered  with 
what  they  wanted  to  do.  In  point  of  fact  he  did  n't 
know  but  that  they  raight  adjudicate  fifty  times  that 
the  public  safety  and  convenience  did  not  require  it, 
and  then  change  their  minds.  Adjudication  was 
nothing  but  an  opinion  put  m  legal  form,  and  for  one 
he  was  ready,  if  it  were  necessary,  to  adjudicate  at 
the  present  time  that  the  safety  and  convenience  of 
the  inhabitants  did  require  that  Water  street  should 
be  widened  between  Devonshire  and  Congress 
streets  opposite  the  Post  Office.  He  thought,  more- 
over, that  they  made  a  little  mistake  in  not  consider- 
ing that  the  United  States  Go^ernraent  here  in  Bos- 
ton, which  own  so  much  property  and  do  so  much 
business,  that  what  is  the  public  convenience  was 
not  the  convenience  of  tlie  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

He  thought  it  would  be  very  injudicious  in  Boston 
to  cast  out  of  consideration  the  con\'enience  of  that 
powerful  i)art  of  the  public  which  is  now  ready  to 
lavish  its  millions  on  its  building  between  Congress 
and  Devonshire  streets.  For  one,  he  was  willing  to 
say  that  the  convenience  of  the  United  States  was  a 
part  of  the  public  convenience;  and  in  such  case  they 
had  the  full  right  to  adjudicate  for  such  an  important 
interest.  The  next  statement  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee  is  that  the  estimates  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners are  wrong.  Well,  they  supposed  that 
they  would  say  so,  for  it  was  necessary  to  make  out 
their  case. 

They  say,  "The  estimates  for  all  damages  to  the 
Boston  Post  estate  are  placed  at  .$118,000,  but  if  the 
widening  is  made  the  proprietors  will  surrender  the 
whole  estate,  involving  an  expense  to  the  city  of 
$400,000."  In  other  words,  that  the  Post  proprietors 
tliink  their  whole  property  of  sevent}'  feet  on  Devon- 
shire street  is  worth  $400,000.  and  if  they  surrender 
their  estate,  as  they  undoubtedly  have  the  right  to 
do,  and  as  they  have  already  notified  the  City  Gov- 
ernment they  intend  to  do  if  the  widening  is  carried 
out,  then  the  Government  would  have  to  sell  the  re- 
mainder after  the  widening,  and  not  get  anything  for 
it.  He  thought  a  great  many  people  would  be  willing 
to  say  that  the  Post  estate  on  this  wide  street  close 
to  the  Post  Office,  as  it  would  be  extended  over  the 
whole  space,  would  be  nearly  as  valuable  as  before. 
So  out  of  the  $765,991  whicli  the  minority  jiut  down 
as  the  cost  of  the  improvement,  there  might  be  a  very 
liberal  decuction  made. 

Those  were  the  only  points  that  he  wished  to  notice 
in  that  report.  He  did  n't  know  where  they  could 
get  better  estimates  than  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. He  would  rather  have  the  estimates  from 
tliem  than  from  the  interested  parties  who  owned  the 
property.  He  thought  that  when  it  was  all  over  they 
would  find  that  the  Commissioners  were  about  right 
in  their  estimates.  It  had  been  said  that  this  was 
wholly  the  dictation  of  Mr.  Burt.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Burt  originally  suggested  the  idea,  but  he 
thought  it  was  a  very  good  idea.  He  thought,  with 
Alderman  Clark,  that  they  should  not  be  willing  to 
build  any  building  of  their  own  with  such  a  narrow 
street;  and  even  if  it  were  dictation,  they  had  it  from 
the  communication  that  it  wn^  no  more  than  had  been 
practised  against  many  other  cities  in  the  Union. 

He  did  not  think  it  was  safe,  under  the  circum- 
stances, for  the  United  States  Government  to  go 
ahead  without  having  it  in  the  agreement.  They  had 
seen  the  effect  of  such  action  in  the  case  of  Devon- 
.shire  street  in  1809,  when  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
property  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
and  all  agreements  failed.  In  the  light  of  past  expe- 
rience it  was  only  common  sense  for  them  t(j  insist 
upon  this  agreement  before  they  went  any  further. 
He  thought  the  city  of  Boston  had  been   in  '  the  past 


very  much  to  blame,  and  would  like  for  one  to  set 
her  right  again. 

A  remonstrance  from  the  trustees  of  the  Simmons 
estate,  protesting  against  the  project,  was  presented. 
The  communicatioii,  after  a  vindication  of  the  motives 
of  the  remonstrants,  went  on  to  state  that  the  proposed 
widening  would  be  an  infringement  of  private  rights, 
and  characterizing  the  project  as  an  act  tending  to 
destroy  coirtidi'iice  in  the  security  of  private  proper- 
ty, and  claiming  that  it  was  the  "duty  of  the  United 
States  Government,  instead  of  requiring  tlie  city  of 
Boston  to  assume  tlie  expense  of  this  improvement 
to  take  the  whole  cost  grom  the  National  Treasury, 
closing  as  follows: 

"It  is  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  not  of  the  mistate- 
ments  and  perversions  by  the  Postmaster,  that  his  at- 
tack upon  the  memory  of  John  Simmons  and  upon 
his  trustees  is  to  be  judged.  It  is  the  clear  duty  of 
the  trustees  to  defend,  if  possible,  this  fine  estate  on 
Water  street  from  being  mutilated.  Every  foot  of  it 
is  devoted  for  all  time  to  aid  thousands  of  Boston 
girls  struggling  to  gain  an  independent  livelihood. 
It  is  devoted  to  a  purpose  quite  as  important  to  the 
public  as  the  showing  ofl'  of  an  imaginary  Post-Office 
building.  We  are  bound  to  jirotect  this  property  to 
the  Uiht  point  possible,  and  we  shall  not  lie  deterred 
by  any  aspersions  or  personal  abuse." 

The  reading  of  the  communication  was  commenced 
by  the  Chair,  when  Mi\  Mahan  of  Ward  5  rose  to  ii 
point  of  order,  that  the  communication  ought  not  to 
be  read,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  come  before  them  at 
the  proper  time,  but  the  President  decided  that  the 
reading  was  in  order,  and  it  was  continued. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  mo\'ed  that  the 
further  reading  of  the  communication  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  subject  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  8.80. 

Mr.  Powers  moved  that  the  communication  be 
printed. 

Discussion  ensued,  a  division  of  the  original  ques- 
tion was  called  for  by  Mr.  Shaw,  and  after  the  pass- 
age of  the  morion  dispensing  with  the  further  reading 
of  the  communication,  Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion to  specially  assign. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  then  spoke  as  follows:  I  don't 
propose  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Council  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  but  will  rather  call  to  notice 
what  the  real  question  before  this  body  is.  I  think 
that  after  the  very  able,  and,  in  my  judgment,  inter- 
esting letter  from  the  Postmaster,  General  Burt,  it  is 
well  for  us  to  look  at  the  question,  the  narrow  ques- 
tion that  is  presented  to  us  for  our  action.  There  are 
in  that  communication  a  great  many  matters  that 
have  no  special  signiflcaiTce,  however  interesting 
they  may  be.  They  have  no  relation  to  the  action  of 
the  members  of  this  board.  Of  course  the  fact  that 
large  post  offices  are  found  necessary  in  the  large 
cities  of  the  Union  requires  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment to  build  post  offices  sufficient  to  enable  tlie 
Government  to  carry  on  its  business,  and  the  carry- 
ing on  of  its  business  Is  the  duty  of  tlie  Government. 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  any  city  to  contribute  of  its 
money  to  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  carry  on 
its  business.  That  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  is  a  matter  with  which  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do.  Of  course  in  the  approaches  to  any  great 
Government  building,  so  far  as  the  public  conven- 
ience and  necessity  of  the  people  are  concerned,  so 
far  as  that  convenience  and  facility  are  made  neces- 
sary to  the  people,  it  remains  for  the  city  to  laj'  out 
its  streets  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  of  the  city.  But  when  you  go  be- 
yond that,  that  very  moment  you  go  beyond  your 
duty — that  is.  beyond  any  municli)ai  duty  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  Therefore  the  size  of  the  various  post 
offices  elsewhere,  although  they  would  tend  to  show 
that  the  Go-^ernnient  has  done  comparatively  little 
here,  so  far  as  the  size  of  its  buildings  is  concerned, 
to  what  it  has  done  elsewhere,  because  in  other  cities 
where  they  have  very  mucli  less  business  a:cording 
to  the  communication  of  the  postmaster,  the  post 
offices  are  in  some  instances  four  and  in  other  in- 
stances three  times  as  large.  But  the  great  question 
is,  what  is  the  city  of  Boston  to  do? 

Now  in  the  city  of  Boston  today  the  revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  amounts  to  a  million  more  than 
its  expenses;  therefore  it  is  a  source  of  great 
income  to  the  Govei'nment,  and  therefore"  the 
Government  can  well  afford— and  whether  it  could 
afford  it  or  not  from  its  revenue  it  is  its  duty 
to  provide  the  requisite  means  for  carrying  on  its  own 
business.  Now,  then,  t\u:ve  is  another' consideration, 
and  that  is  that  it  seems  to  have  been  admitted  from 
the  beginning— admitted  by  the  Committee  on  Streets 
and  the  Street  Commissioners,  that  the  pul)lic  con- 
venience and  nec(!sslt.y  do  not  require  that  we  sliould 
widen  Water  street.  II  has  been  stated  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Streets  in  this  Board,  on 
the  1'Hh  of  March— I  will   read  from  the  report.     Mr. 
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Perkins  said  these  words  iu  reference  to  tliis  matter: 
"It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  tlie  widening  of 
Water  street  so  for  as  pubiic  convenience  and  travel 
are  concerned. 

It  was  not  presented  as  a  street  improvement,  and 
the  Committee  on  Streets  liad  nothing  to  do  witfi  it." 
So  tliat  it  seems  to  have  been  decieed,  so  far  as  the 
Committee  on  Streets  are  concerned,  and  so  far  as 
the  Street  Commissioners  were  concerned,  that  pub- 
lic convenience  and  the  requirements  of  the  public 
for  the  use  of  this  place  as  a  street  is  concerned — so 
far  as  anything  is  concerned  which  will  justify  the 
laying  out  of  this  land  as  a  street,  and  so  far  as  we 
have  the  power  and  authority  to  take  private  proper- 
ty— I  say  it  seems  to  have  been  admitted,  not  only  by 
the  Commissioners  but  by  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
that  it  was  entirely  unnecessarj'  that  this  street 
should  be  widened. 

Now,  there  is  <me  other  consideration — as  this 
matter  will  undoubtedly  go  over  to  another  meeting 
of  the  Council— to  which  1  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council.  Because  specious  as  is  the  letter  of 
the  Postmaster,  he  does  state  one  fact  with  great 
distinctness,  and  that  is  that  it  was  originally  the 
purpose  of  the  Government  to  take  this  entire  square 
for  the  Post  Office.  That  is,  the  Federal  Government 
determined  that  the  necessities  of  the  P«st-Oflice 
Department  required  it,  and  they  had  their  plans 
made  for  the  purpose,  and  sent  them  here  with  the 
photographs  of  the  various  elevations,  sliowing  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  take  the 
whole  of  this  square  for  the  Post  Office. 

Now,  then,  what  was  th<'  position  of  the  square 
that  the  Government  proposed  to  take  to  itself?  It 
was  a  squari!  surrounded  by  narrow  streets.  Every 
street  about  it  was  narrow,  without  the  slightest  ex- 
pectation—save that  there  may  have  been  some  idea 
with  regard  to  tliis  matter  of  Devonsliire  street — cer- 
tainly with  no  other  expectation  that  has  been  pre- 
sented to  us  here — it  was  the  intention  of  the  (iovern- 
ment  to  take  that  square  and  build  the  Post  Office 
between  these  narrow  streets.  So  that  so  far  as  the 
Government  was  concerned  it  had  determined  that 
that  was  a  suitable  place,  and  that  those  streets  were 
suitable  streets.  So  fai-  as  they  were  concerned,  the 
Streets  wei'C  wide  enougli  for  the  erection  of  a  Post 
Office,  and  for  the  purposits  to  w  hi(-h  they  purposed 
to  devote  the  building.  Now,  then,  that  was  deter- 
mined. It  turned  out,  Mr.  President,  that  there  was  a 
great  lire. 

Then  our  narrow  streets  could  be  widened  at  a 
much  less  expense  than  before,  and  it  does  seem  to 
me,  and  I  think  it  will  come  home  to  every  member 
of  this  board,  that  the  city  of  Boston  nobly  responded 
to  the  wislies  of  tlie  Federal  Government,  and  to 
every  possible  requirement  of  common  convenience 
and  necessity.  Why,  Mr.  President,  nullions  of 
money  have  been  expended  in  widening  these  ap- 
proaches to  tliis  Post-Office  liuiUling,  uiul  in  widen- 
ing its  surroundings.  As  much,  and  I  supjiose  more 
than  the  entire  cost  of  this  Post-Office  building,  has 
been  spent  in  widening  the  approaches  to  tliis  build- 
ing and  the  streets  about  it. 

Now,  there  is  only  one  question  presented  here, 
because  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  certainly  I  trust  so 
far  as  the  majority  of  the  board  is  concerned,  thei'e 
will  be  no  question  but  that  the  public  necessity  and 
convenience  will  be  subserved  by  taking  all  this 
property  excepting  that  necessary  for  the  widening 
of  Water  street.  But  Water  street  presents  itself  to 
us  in  a  very  different  phase  from  the  rest,  because 
you  cannot  widen  any  part  of  Water  street  without 
taking  down  a  valuable  building,  which  was  occupied 
at  the  time  the  Post  Office  was  built,  and  stood  in 
exactly  the  same  place  in  which  it  stands  now. 

Not  only  was  this  the  case,  but  when  this  suliject 
has  been  before  the  Committee  on  Streets,  they  have 
been  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  so  far  as  the 
public  convenience  and  necessity  of  the  people  were 
concerned,  it  was  not  necessary  that  this  should  be 
widened.  Then  what  have  we?  Why.  we  have  the 
Post-Office  building  on  one  side  belonging  to  one 
corporation— the  United  States  Government— and 
the  Post  Building,  belonging  to  citizens,  on  the  other 
side,  and  when  they  are'in  that  position  their  rights 
are  just  exactly  the  riglits  of  any  two  citizens,  or  of 
two  corporations.  Tlie  United  States  Government  is 
permitted  to  take  property  for  its  building  in  just  the 
same  way  that  a  railroad  corporation  is  permitted  to 
take  property  for  its  purposes. 

But  when  it  is  obtained,  when  that  authority  has 
been  exercised  and  has  been  completed,  then  so  far 
as  the  city  of  Boston  is  coneerned,  they  as  a  munici- 
pal corporation  have  no  right  to  take  the  property  of 
the  citizen  merely  for  the  benefit  of  another  citizen  or 
any  other  corporation,  however  great  that  corporation 
may  be.  It  is  admitted  by  the  Committee  on  Streets 
that  there  was  no  pretence  that  the  public  conven- 


ience or  necessity  required  it,  but  that  it  is  simply  a 
question  of  whether  we  shall  get  the  extension  of  the 
Post  Office. 

Mr.  Perkins — The  report  does  not  say  that  I  said 
so. 

Mr.  Dean— I  don't  think  the  gentleman  will  dispute 
that  the  report  says  that  "the  committee  are  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  widening  of  Water  street,"'  and  a  unanimous 
opinion,  of  course,  includes  each  member  of  the 
committee.  Of  course  there  is  no  adjudication  that 
can  preveut  you  from  changing  your  mind  and  ad- 
judicate the  otlier  way.  Biit  when  you  come  to  con- 
test the  question  whether  this  is  a  puolic  necessity 
and  convenience  which  comes  within  our  legitimate 
function,  or  whether,  not  being  an  inii)rovement  of 
convenience  and  necessity,  we  propose  today  to  take 
away  the  property  of  one  citizen  because  another 
corporation  insists  upon  it,  I  say,  then,  it  becomes  a 
pertinent  question  to  decide  how  we  shall  act. 

When  a  gentleman  says  that  lie  will  vote  that  pub- 
lic necessity  requires  it  because  the  Post  Office  re- 
quires it,  he  simply  disregards  the  oath  he  has  taken 
before  this  Council.  The  only  authority  we  have  is 
a  law  which  allows  us  to  act  when  the  public  neces- 
sity and  convenience  require  it.  We  have  no  right 
to  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  Post  Office  or  the  Federal 
Government  any  thing  that  does  not  come  under  that 
law.  That  as  a  municipal  coi'porntion  we  have  no 
right  to  do.  If  It  were  for  the  public  necessity  and 
convenieiK'c  we  might  do  this  thing,  and  it  might 
turn  out  to  bi^  a  benefit  to  the  Government.  Now 
I  hey  say  that  the  city  of  Boston  must  do  a  certain 
thing.  It  turns  out  that  we  cannot  take  this  proijer- 
ty  under  the  law  of  safety  and  convenience,  and  until 
that  lime  the  property  of  a  private  citizen  is  sacred, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  take  it. 

Now,  then,  shall  \\c  lose  the  Post  Office?  Why 
how  strange  it  is  for  any  one  to  say  that  the  Post 
Office  will  not  h(.:  extended  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the 
admission  of  the  representatives  of  the  Government, 
that  with  these  streets  extremely  narrow  they  bought 
this  piece  of  property  and  erected  the  part  of  the  Post 
tltiice  on  it  with  the  intention  of  completing  it  over 
the  whole  of  this  area,  and  when  the  city  of  Boston 
has  improved  the  streets  to  the  existing  width 
around  it  wherever  the  ojiportunity  has  presented 
itself,  without  doing  injustice  to  private  individuals 
whose  property  stands  today  just  where  it  does  now 
in  its  proximity  to  the  Post  OlHce  while  the  Federal 
Government  decided  to  build,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  such  result  should  follow.  I  know  that  we  are 
all  desirous  of  doing  everything  to  subserve  the  in- 
terests of  the  Federal  Government  if  it  is  consistent 
with  our  duty. 

There  are  other  considerations  which  might  be 
alluded  to,  but  as  this  matter  will  go  over.  Tdon't 
propose  to  say  any  more,  my  intention  being  rather 
to  jnesent  the  views  1  have  taken  of  this  question  in 
such  a  shape  that  if  the  Council  do  not  see  fit, 
after  refiection  and  discussion,  to  widen  Water 
street,  the  reason  why  the  street  is  not  widened  by 
the  City  Goverdment  shall  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
action  of  the  Government  itself,  and  when  presented 
at  Washington,  it  will  so  appear;  because  I  believe, 
Mr.  President,  that  if  we  do  jiass  an  order  stating  the 
exact  truth  as  it  exists  in  themhids  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  it  would  be  within  the  power  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  enjoin  ns.  Say,  for  instance,  that  tlie 
Committee  on  Streets  should'  pass  an  order  in  exact 
accord  with  the  remarks  of  the  chairman  of  that  Com- 
mittee, and  say  that."\vhereas,  the  safety  and  conven- 
ience of  the  inhabitants  do  not  require  that  Water 
street— yet  because  requested,  or  required  so  to  do 
by  the  Federal  Government,  they  have  concluded  to 
do  it,"  and  that  was  the  only  reason,  the  city  could 
be  enjoined  from  widening  the  street.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  I  wish  to  present  the  following  substi- 
tute: 

Whereas,  The  United  States  has  made  aiijappropria- 
tion  for  the  extension  of  the  new  Post  Office,  condi- 
tioned, in  addition  to  other  things,  upon  the  widen- 
ing of  Water  street,  upon  which  the  Post  Office  was 
erected,  without  previously  requesting  that  the  street 
be  widened,  and  without  setting  tlie  building  back 
from  the  line  thereof,  thus  determining  that  the 
width  of  the  street  is  sufficient  for  the  use  of  said 
building  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended;  and 
whereas  the  city  of  Boston  is  expending  millions  of 
dollars  for  widening  other  streets  leading  to  and 
about  said  Government  building,  to  facilitate  the 
public  in  the  approaches  to  the  same,  thereby  com- 
plying in  all  other  respects  with  the  wislies  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  without  any  liability  of  the 
United  States  to  contribute  of  its  own  land,  or  by 
the  payments  of  betterments  or  otherwise,  thus 
making  the  expense  thereof  unequal  and  unjust  to 
our  own  citizens;  and,  whereas  the  United  States,  in 
the  matter  of  laying  out  and   widening   our  streets, 
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stands  in  the  same  position  of  other  corporations  and 
private  citizens;  and  tlie  wishes  and  reqnests  of 
neither  furnishing  a  legal  and  sufficient  reason  for 
the  taking  of  the  property  of  other  corporations  or 
of  citizens,  the  citj'  having  no  right  or  authotity  to 
take  private  property  for  streets  without  adjudicating 
that  "common  convenience  and  necessity"  require 
it;  and,  wliereas  "the  common  convenience  and  ne- 
cessity" do  not  require  ilie  widening  of  Water  street, 
and  whereas  it  was  so  held  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners prior  to  said  appropriation :  therefore 

Resolved,  That  though  the  city  of  Boston  is  de- 
sirous of  doing  all  in  its  power  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  United  States,  it  is,  for  the  reasons  above  ex- 
pressed, inexpedient  for  the  Commissioners  on 
Streets  and  the  City  Council  to  take  further  action  in 
the  premises. 

The  substitute  was  read  by  the  president  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  while  the  gentleman  was 
speaking  he  was  reminded  of  the  old  saying,  '  O  that 
mine  enemy  had  written  a  book."  He  might  as  well 
admit,  he  supposed,  that  he  had  changed  his  mind 
on  the  matter  of  this  street  widening.  He  certainly 
thought  that  sixty  feet  was  none  too  wide  for  the  re- 
auirements  of  the  business  of  the  new  Post  Office, 
and  as  a  citizen  he  should  say  the  .'lame  thing.  He 
.thought,  with  a  certain  Alderman,  that  the  streets 
about  this  Post  Office  were  to  be  the  great  'Change  of 
Boston,  and  virtually  of  New  England.  They  want- 
ed wide  streets  for  people  to  stand  on  the  sidewalks 
without  blocking  up  the  streets.  They  had  done  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing  asked  for  here,  on  Milk  street, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
that  Milk  street  should  be  sixty  feet  opposite  the 
Post  Office  and  only  forty  feet  elsewhere.  He  cer- 
tainly believed  that  Water  street  should  be  of  the 
same  width  opposite  the  same  building,  and  forty  or 
flfty  feet  from  Congress  to  Broad. 

He  could  not  see  how  the  gentleman  \vho  spoke 
last  could  make  up  his  mind  to  jiay  for  the  triangular 
piece  in  Congress  street,  and  still  ojipose  this  widen- 
ing of  Water  street.  'Po  him  it  was  more  difficult  for 
him  to  see  the  reason  for  that  than  for  the  impro\'e- 
ment  of  Water  street.  They  had  already  in  the  (.'(>m- 
mon  Council  an  order  on  the  table  for  the  putting  of 
Arch  street  through  Morton  place,  as  a  sort  of  exten- 
sion of  Harrison  avenue,  and  then  that  would  be  con- 
tinued into  Sewall  place,  and  eventually  put  through 
to  Spring  lane,  and  the  next  thing  would  be  the  re- 
moval of  the  island  between  Spring  lane  and  Water 
street,  making  that  part  of  Water  street  as  wide  as  it 
was  proposed  to  make  it  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Then  School  street  would  undoubtedly  be  widened 
on  the  northerly  side,  and  Water  will  be  a  continua- 
tion of  School  street,  and  there  wouhlbea  wide  street 
tapering  down  to  forty  feet  opposite  the  Post  Office. 
He  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was 
willing  to  take  Ihe  triangular  piece,  for  that  was  half 
the  battle.  But  suppose  they  did  n't  widen  Water 
street,  then  he  didn't  know  that  the  Post  Office  would 
go  there.  It  was  very  certain  that  these  lots  of  land 
on  Congress  street  could  not  be  bought  by  any  ex- 
isting act  of  Congress,  and  the  whole  thing  woukl 
have  to  be  put  over  till  next  winter,  and  meanwhile 
what  were  the  owners  of  those  estates  going  to 
do?  Possibly  the  Merchants'  Excliange  Company, 
which  was  ■  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  might 
wait  ;  but  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  give 
the  owners  of  that  property  their  lines  to- 
morrow, provided  there  was  any  recommendation. 
He  would  like  to  know  who  had  the  power  to  keep 
these  people  waiting.  The  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  I'ower  to  do 
it.  He  had  heard  dark  hints  about  this  power  behind 
the  throne,  and  about  this  Cape-Ann  granite  ring, 
and  about  Ben  Butler.  He  did  n't  believe  Ben  Butler 
was  behind  everywhere,  pulling  every  wire.  He  had 
made  up  his  mind  that  the  world  runs  itself  without 
Ben  Butler  to  any  great  extent.  He  did  n't  believe 
this  land  was  going  to  be  taken  by  Ben  Butler,  or  by 
any  other  man  of  the  sort;  but  he  did  n't  believe  that 
the  Government  would  cover  that  space,  at  least  for 
a  long  time  to  come,  unless  this  improvement  were 
made. 

Believing  that  the  building  would  be  a  very  valua- 
ble one,  and  that  it  will  be  an  ornament  that  they 
would  like  to  look  at,  he  certainly  wanted  to  do  all  in 
Ins  power  to  bring  it  about;  and  if  by  voting  practi- 
cally three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purpose  he  could  bring  it  about,  it  seemed  to  him  en- 
tirely idle  to  say  tliat  public  convenience  would  not 
require  it.  To  l)e  sure  if  the  Post  Office  was  not  to 
be  tlu're  they  would  not  need  it.  and  be  would  much 
prefei'  to  see  the  estates  on  ('ongr<'SS  street  covered 
with  buildings  (han  laid  out  into  a  trotting  jjark. 

But  if  the  improvements  were;  to  be  made  they 
should  go  together.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  us  a  designer  of   street  improvements,  was 


not   much   improvement   upon   the    Committee   on 

Streets. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  that  in  order  that  the 
substitute  of  Mr.  Dean  and  its  connection  with  the 
whole  subject  might  be  fully  considered,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  matter  be  especially  assigned  to 
half-past  eight  on  Thursday  next.  The'  motion  was 
carried  by  a  vote  of  39  ro  1. 

■UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  suitable  tablets  bear- 
ing the  name  of  the  ''Starr  KingSchoolhouse,"  to  be 
inserted  in  the  walls  of  said  house. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  placing  of  a 
clock  in  the  tower  of  the  new  schoolhouse  at  City 
Point,  at  an  expense  of  not  more  than  $1000 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  furnishing  of 
the  master's  room  on  the  second  Hoor  of  the  Harris 
Schoolhouse,  and  the  making  of  such  changes  as  may 
be  expedient  in  the  privies  of  said  house. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  unoccupied  rooms 
in  the  Appleton-street  Primary  Schoolhouse  to  be 
furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Normal  School. 

THE   SALARY  BILL. 

The  second  report  and  orders  on  salaries   of   city 
officers  for  the  year  beginning  April  1,  1873  (City  Hoe. 
No.  48.  1873),  was  considered. 
.  The  l>ill  was  taken  up  and  considered  by  sections. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  salary  of  the 
Assistant-Clerk  of  Committees  be  increased  from 
$1250  to  .flSOO.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Uean  of  Ward  12,  the  section  re- 
lating to  the  salary  of  City  Solicitor,  Assistant  City- 
Solicitor  and  Clerk,  \vere  stricken  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  Caton  of  fl'ard  11  moved  that  the  salary  of  In- 
spector of  Buildings  be  increased  from  $3000  to  .$3(100. 
Lost. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Printing  be  fixed  at  $2500  instead 
of  $2800  as  in  the  bill.     Carried. 

The  report  as  amended  was  passed. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Ann  Young,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries on  account  of  a  defect  in  Brattle  street. 

Adeline  F.  Phillips  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  in  Beacon  street. 

Jane  Masters,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  re- 
ceived from  an  alleged  defect  in  the  sidewalk  in  Re- 
vere street. 

John  Burns,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received 
by  reason  of  defective  sidewalk. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

E.  T.  Loring,  president  of  the  National  Dock  and 
Warehouse  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  warehouse 
on  Lewis  street.  East  Boston,  of  one  story,  of  brick, 
corrugated  iron  and  wood,  to  be  covered  \\ith  com- 
position. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion or  Buildings. 

Peter  C.  Brooks  and  others,  that  Congress  street  be 
widened  on  the  easterly  side.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  streets. 

William  Minot  and  others,  against  the  parade 
ground  on  the  Common  being  used  as  a  ball  ground. 
Referred  to  Committe  on  Common. 

CITY   HOSPITAL  MONTHLY   REPORT. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
City  Hospital  gives  the  number  of  patients  treated  for 
March  as  follows: 

Surgical.;Medical.  Oplitlialmic.  Total. 

In  hospital  Feb.  28 137  IIG  (i  ffl!) 

Admitted  rtur'g  month.  112  152  7  271 

Whole  number  treated. 2 lil  36S  Vi  530 

Discharged 141  1'27  10  278 

Died !(  24  O  33 

Eeniaiuing  March  .31...  99  117  S  219 

The  number  of  outdoor  patients  treated  was  as  fol- 
lows: Surgical,  4:M;   medical.   :m;    ophthalmic,  696; 
aural,  146;  cutaneous,  180.     Total,  1787. 
Ortlered  to  be  sent  up. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

The  Clommittee  on  Finance  made  a  report  that, 
having  negotiated  with  the  Messrs.  Baring  Bi'others 
of  Lcnidon  for  the  ])urchase  of  the  Burnt  District 
Loans,  they  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  accomiiany- 
ing  order,  consolidating  said  loans  inio  a  slirling 
loan  of  $1,000,(100: 

Oi'dered.  That  the  loans  authorized  by  tlie  Citv 
C!ouncil  for  the  improvement  of  the  streels  of  Ih'c 
Burnt  District,  of  December  28,  1872,  for  .$1,000,000: 
of  February  7.    187:i,  for  $2,000,000,  and  (if  iVlar<4i '29! 
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1873,  for  $2,000,000— in  the  total  $5,000,000— be  and 
the  same  hereby  are  consolidated  into  a  sterling 
loan  of  £1,000,000,  to  be  denominated  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict Loan. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Bicknoll  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Standing- 
Committee  oil  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  application  of  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Inspection  and  Insurance  Company  for  leave  to  in- 
spect the  boilers  in  the  public  buildings  belonging  to 
the  city,  reported  inexpedient. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Water  Board,  read  and  ordered  to  be  sent  up: 

Boston,  April  2,  1873. 

To  the  City  Council— The  petition  of  N.  Berry  In 
relation  to  supplying  East  Boston  with  water  from 
Flax  Pond  in  Lynn  has  been  duly  considered,  and  a 
hearing  granted  to  the  petitioner.  In  the  opinion  of 
this  Board  it  is  inexpedient  to  supply  any  portion  of 
the  city  with  water  from  the  source  named. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  H.  Allen, 
President  of  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Wai-d  lb  offered  the  following  or- 
der, which  was  read  twice  and  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $8i0  .50  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  to  pay  for  six  hundred  feet  of  hose" for 
the  city  of  Chelsea,  to  replace  that  which  was  lost  by 
the  Chelsea  Department  at  the  fire  of  Nov.  9,  1872; 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  require  the  owners  of  lands  in  the  territory  lying 
between  Northampton,  Eiistis,  Albany  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  the  surface  of  which"  is  below  the 
giade  of  fourteen  feet  above  mean  low  water,  to 
raise  the  grade  of  said  lands,  and  of  all  private 
streets,  courts  and  ways  thereon,  with  reference  to 


the  complete  drainage  thereof;  and  in  case  (he  owners 
fail  to  do  BO  within  a  reasonable  time,  the  city  shall 
be  authorized  to  enter  upon  and  raise  said  lands  to  a 
suitable  grade,  the  expense  incurred  thereby  to  con- 
stitute a  lien  upon  said  land. 

Mr.  Perkins  explained  that  the  meaning  of  the  or- 
der was  to  place  the  territory  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  Church-street  territory  had  been. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  that  as  the  matter  had 
not  been  acted  upon  here  he  would  like  to  have  it 
printed,  so  that  he  could  examine  it  at  his  leisure  and 
understand  it  more  fully.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it 
might  be  an  invasion  of  private  rights.  If  it  is  pass- 
ed in  both  branches  it  goes  to  the  Legislature  as  the 
voice  of  the  City  Council.  In  a  matter  of  that  kind 
he  wanted  more  time  to  consider  it  and  wanted  to 
see  it  in  print. 

Mr.  Perkins  made  further  explanation,  and  Mr. 
Shaw  again  objected.  The  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  following 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  of  six  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  occupied  by  Com- 
pany A,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  on  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Union  park  streets,  be 
discontinued  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1873,  and  that 
said  sum  be  allowed  and  paid  to  said  company  on  and 
after  said  date,  until  otherwise  ordered,  for  rent  of 
armory  in  Minot  Mall,  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Siiringfield  streets. 

On  motTon  of  Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  Ki- 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  William 
Gilchrist  one  thousand  dollars  for  Engine  No.  12, 
furnished  as  per  order  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment of  1872;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propiiation  for  said  Department. 

TAKEN    FROM    THE   TABLE. 

The  report  and  order  on  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  Fire  Dejiartment  and  the  message  of  the  Mayor 
transmitting  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Fire  l.,oan,  was  taken  from  the  table.  The  first- 
named  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEINT, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    7,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  at'temoonfat  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Eight  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  first  ses- 
sion Superior  Court,  and  six  traverse  jurors  for  the 
second  session  Superior  Court. 

APPOINTMENTS    MADE    AND   OONriRMED. 

Inspector  of  Provisions  (without  pay)— Amos 
Dodge. 

Weigher  and  Inspecter  of  Bundle  Hay— George  A. 
Soule. 

Special  Police  Ofhcevs  (without  pay) — Silas  Jaquith, 
for  Washington-street  Methodist-Episcopal  Church; 
Charles  H.  Wright  for  Marlborough  street  and  its  vi- 
cinity; John  Ivenny,  for  duty  at  the  wharves;  Edgar  D. 
Wood,  for  Dorchester  avenue.  Foundry  street  and  its 
vicinity;  Wm.  W.  Hatch,  for  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie 
Eaili'oad  station;  Dennis  P.  Donovan,  same  district; 
John  E.  Nash,  for  Gate  of  Heaven  Church,  I  and 
Seventh  streets;  A.  H.  Michener  and  A.  G.  Spence, 
for  Union  Park  and  Albany  streets;  George|D.  Brown, 
for  Boylston  street  and  its  vicinity;  James  Lavery  for 
Cunard  and  Grand  Junction  wharves  and  its  vicinity; 
Wm.  E.  Noonan  for  Washington  square.  Broad  street 
and  its  vicinity;  Thomas  Houghton,  for  Fort  Hill  dis- 
trict. E.  W.  Turner,  for  Court  and  Hanovnr  streets; 
William  B.  Joy,  for  Ward  Ifj;  Joseph  King,  for  Wal- 
worth Manufacturing  Company,  l:;2(j  Union  street; 
George  Spiller,  same  locality;  Charles  Wagner,  for 
Beacon  street,  from  Arlington  to  Clarendon  street; 
Joseph  K.  Allen,  for  Washington  Village  and  its 
vicinity;  Elhridge  Bradshaw.  for  the  Public  Library; 
James  P.  Bush,  for  Beacon  street  and  its  vicinity; 
James  Morrissey,  for  the  south  side  of  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  its  vicinity;  John  Graham,  at  the 
Boston  Theatre:  William  Cummings,  for  Hanover 
street,  from  1.5:3  to  203  and  the  vicinity;  George 
Dodge,  for  Four  Corners  and  its  vicinity;  Robert 
Pierce,  for  Blackstone  and  North  Centre  streets. 

Assistant  City-Messenger  (by  the  Messenger) — Fos- 
ter M.  Spurr. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  RBFERRED. 

Jacob  Dickey,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  cow"  and  one  horse  on  Heath  avenue. 
Ward  15. 

Michael  McGrath,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Franklin  court.  Ward  16. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  iif ty  horses  on  Guild 
estate.  Highlands. 

Michael  Murphy,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  or 
stone  stable  for  forty  horses  on  Athens  street,  be- 
tween A  and  B  streets. 

E.  and  G.  W.  Rejmolds,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  four  additional  horses,  on  Warren 
street,  rear  No.  115. 

George  O.  Merriam,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Bowdoin  aventie.  Ward  16. 

W.  Eliot  Woodward,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Langdon  street,  of  wood. 

W.  F.  Porter,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Clarence  street,  Ward  16. 

D.  W.  Lewis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  W^ard  street,  foot  of  Bum- 
stead  lane. 

John  L.  Tewksbury,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Eutaw  court. 

Clarence  Sumner,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Stoughton  street,  near  Up- 
ham's  Corner. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Charles  E.  Thayer,  for  position  as  keeper  of  Bath 
House  No.  10.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bath- 
ing. 

W.  H.  Kilby  and  others,  that  edgestones  be  set  in 
Woodbine  street. 

Faxon  Brothers,  for  leave  to  construct  a  ripe  un- 
der Otis  street,  through  which  to  carry  shafting. 

Timothy  McCarthy,  for  the  grade  of  Tremont 
street,  between  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
and  Phillips  street. 

Thomas  Harahan  and  others,  that  the  roadway  and 
sidewalks  of  Genesee  street  may  be  paved. 

South  Cove  Company,  that  Troy  street  may  be 
graded  and  edgestones  set. 


Thomas  Lane,  for  grade  damages  on  Paris  street. 

James  Wight  and^  others,  that  Beverly  street  be 
graded  with  granite  blocks. 

William  H.  Reed  and  others,  that  Bainbridge  street 
be  graded. 

William  Mackay  and  others,  that  Putnam  street, 
between  White  and  Eagle  streets,  be  put  in  order. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Heirs  of  Lewis  Clapp,  for  increase  of  award  of 
damages  for  land  taken  on  Cottage  street.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
hire  the  land  under  Broadway  Bridge.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Amanda  M.  Thompson  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Alpine  street.     Referred  to  Commitiee  on  Sewers. 

Thomas  P.  Gleason,  for  removal  of  a  fruit  stand 
near  No.  1  Green  street. 

Bannim's  Museum,  etc.,  for  leave  to  exhibit  one 
week  at  Coliseum  ground  and  at  South  and  East  Bos- 
ton. 

Andrew  L.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  run  an  omnibus 
from  Brookline  to  the  State  House. 

J.  C.  Smith,  for  a  wagon  stand  near  the  Old  State 
House. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Licenses. 

J.  Munsell,  for  assistance  in  publishing  a  volume  of 
Boston  epitaphs  remaining  in  the  graveyards  of  the 
old  city  limits.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Cem- 
eteries. 

auditor's   MONTHLY   EXHIBIT. 

The  monthly  exhibit  of  the  Auditor  was  presented 
in  print,  it  being  an  exhibit  of  the  general  and  spe- 
cial appropriations  for  the  present  "financial  year  of 
1872-7:3.  as  shown  in  the  books  in  his  office,  April  1, 
1873,  including  the  April  draft,  being  twelve  moiaths' 
payments  of  the  financial  year,— exhibiting  the  orig- 
inal appropriations,  the  amoimt  expended,  and  the 
balance  of  each  unexpended  at  that  date.  A  recapit- 
ulation gives  the  following  result: 


General. 
Special.. 


Appropriations, 
Revenues,  etc. 
.  ...$  9,913,131  76 
. . . .  12.410,554  63 


Expended.      Unexpended. 


$  9,319,633  02 
4,518,387  57 


$22,323,686  39         $13,838,020  59 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 


$   598,498  74 
7,892,167  06 

88,485  665  80 


QUARTERLY  REPORT  OP  WEIGHERS  AND  INSPECTORS  OF 
LIGHTERS. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Weighers  and  Inspect- 
ors of  Lighters  gives  as  the  receipts  for  the  quarter 
ending  March  31,  for  inspecting  the  lines  and  marks 
of  145  vessels,  with  cargoes  amounting  to  8748  tons, 
the  sum  of  .|.559  90.  Deducting  expenses  of  $18  60, 
there  remained  |.541  30,  which  was  divided  among 
the  incumbents  of  the  office. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

^UAETEBLY'  REPORT  OF  PAYMASTER  OF  STATE  AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Sol- 
diers' Relief  Committee  gives  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  quarter  ending  March,  as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand  January  1 $315 

Received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston 

at  various  times  during  the  quarter 20,000 

$20,315 
The  disbursements  during  the  quarter  amounted 
to $19,685 


Balance  April  1 $630 

The    number    of    applicants    during    the    several 
months  and  the  aggregate  payments  to  persons  in  the 
several  wards  were  as  follows: 
Applicmits. 


Wards. 

1 

a 

3 

4 

5 

6.... 


January. 


120 
77 
57 

110 
43 

173 
76 
49 
60 
78 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13,14,  15 161 

16 47 

Out  of  State    36 
U.  S.  Navy. .     55 


Total. .      1,285  1,056 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 


February. 

74 
105 

62 

40 

96 

33 
155 

59 

37 

48 

54 

52 
127 

34 

30 
•50 


March . 

80 
110 

71 

45 
110 

SS 
159 

75 

49 

58 

66 

59 
161 

45 

86 

54 

1,211 


Aggregate. 
§1,345 
1,824 
1,280 

861 
1,743 

570 
2,612 
1,120 

651 

936 
1,040 

937 
2,609 

647 

622 


$19,685 


QUARTERLY     REPORT   OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   POLICE. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police  contains 
the  following  statistics ; 


AP  K^  I  L 


1873 


150 


Arrests,  5097— males  4785,  females  1212;  Americans, 
1985;  foreigners,  4011;  non-residents,  1293;  minors, 
1107;  commitments;  4217. 

Lodgers,  16,633— males  15,416,  females  1217;  Am-  ri- 
cans,  6757:  foreigners,  9876;  non-residents,  13,940; 
minors,  2395, 

Amount  of  property  taken  from  prisoners  and 
lodgers  and  restored  to  them.  |14,002  44;  amount  of 
property  reported  stolen  in  the  city,  $26,371;  amount 
recovered  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city,  $18,910  30; 
aggregate  amount  of  fines  imposed  by  the  courts, 
$15,358;  amount  of  imprisonment  imposed  by  the 
courts,  381)4  years;  number  of  days  spent  in  courts, 
3700;  witness  fees  earned,  $4267  01;  larcenies  report- 
ed in  the  city,  683;  arrests  for  the  same, .508;  received 
for  dog  licenses,  $78. 

The  principal  causes  for  arrests  were  as  follows: 
Assault  and  battery,  401;  felonious  assault,  40;  break- 
ing and  entering,  11;  common  drunkards,  86;  dis- 
turbing the  peace,  50;  disorderly  1240;  drunkenness. 
2328;  gaining  on  the  Lord's  Day,  27;  housebreaking, 
19;  idle  and  disorderly,  69;  insane,  32;  simple  lar- 
ceny, ;^77;  felonious  larceny,  71;  malicious  mischief. 
72;  night  walking.  40;  robbery,  34;  shop  breaking,  43. 
suspicion  of  larceny,  78;  suspicious  persons,  317; 
truancy,  38;  vagrancy,  49;  violation  of  city  ordi- 
nances, 175;  violation  of  Sunday  law,  48:  witnesses, 
95;  murder,  12. 

Miscellaneous— Accidents  reported,  2.34;  arrested 
on  warrants,  511;  buildings  found  open  and  secured, 
514;  cases  investigated,  1826;  dangerous  buildings  re- 
ported, 11;  do.  chimneys,  10;  dead  bodies  fouiiS.  21 : 
defective  drains  and  vaults  reported,  87;  do.  fire 
alarms  and  clocks,  38;  do.  gas  pipes,  11 ;  do.  hydrants 
9;  defective  lamps,  21.54;  do.  streets  and  sidewalks, 
777;  do.  water  pipes,  48;  disturbances  suppressed, 
2859;  extra  duties  done  by  officers,  456;  fire  alarms 
given,  80;  fires  extinguished  without  alarm,  48;  in- 
toxicated persons  assisted  home,  425;  lost  children 
restored,  96;  rescued  from  drowning,  1;  sick  and  in- 
jured persons  assisted.  87;  smallpox  cases  reported, 
648;  stray  teams  put  up,  119;  street  obstructions  re- 
moved, 4346:  vessels  boarded.  19:  water  running  fo 
waste  reported,  81. 

The  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the  quar- 
ter were  as  follows:  Pay  roll  of  officers,  $145,791  74; 
care  of  stations,  $1192;  "fuel,  $1678  11;  gas,  $1971  79; 
water  $237  32;  medical  attendance  on  sick  and  in- 
jured persons,  $434;  furniture  and  carpets,  ,$1705  89; 
printing  and  stationery,  $727  15;  police  telegraph  ex- 
penses, etc.,  $143  .50;  carting  prisoners  for  year  1872, 
,$4482;  sundries,  ,$4883  83-total,  $163,247  33.'  Balance 
of  appropriation  of  $670,000  remaining  in  treasury 
$29,532  38. 

Ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

REPORT  ON  SUPPLY  OF  SOUP  FOR  THE  POOR. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Chief- 
of-Police: 

Boston,  April  7,  1873. 
lo  His  Honor  the  Mayw  and  the  City  Covricil  of 
Boston:  Gentlemen — In  conformity  with  your  order, 
passed  Dee.  31,  1872,  "that  the  Chief  of  Police  be 
authorized  to  make  such  arrangements  at  the  several 
police  stations  or  elsewhere,  for  serving  out  soup  to 
the  poor  during  the  months  of  January,  February 
and  March,  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  the  ex- 
penses thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  Expenses,"  arrangements  were  made  at 
police  stations  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10. 

The  distribution  was  commenced  Jan.  4  and  con- 
tinued to  March  29,  including  a  period  of  eighty-five 
days.  No  pains  have  been  spared  to  secure  the  ijest 
material  and  to  make  the  soup  palatable  and  whole- 
some. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  gallons 
of  soup  made,  the  number  of  families  fed  and  the  to- 
tal number  of  meals  distributed  at  each  station 
house,  the  average  cost  of  each  meal  being  about  five 
cents. 

Station.  Gallons.       Families  Meals 

Fed.  Issued. 

1 4,010  2,303  14,463 

3 1,523  1,261  5,586 

4.. 2,242  1,531  8,204 

5 1,508  1,002  5,222 

€ 2,461  2,077  11,350 

7 3,340  2.231  10,753 

S 3,208  3,344  15,195 

9 2,033  1,537  6,891 

10 1,849  2,103  10,877 

Total 22,174  17,389  88,541 

[The  details  ol  expenses  incurred  are  given,  for 
meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  other  materials  and  for 
labor,  making  an  aggregate  cost  of  $4708  20.] 

A  very  large  portion  of  the  soup  has  been  delivered 
to  families  living  in  the  several  districts,  who  sent 
for  it  daily  to  the  station  houses,  each  family  being 
registered  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  and  the 


circumstances  of  each  being  ascertained  by  the  offi- 
cers on  the  several  routes,  thus  making  sure' that  the 
soup  was  issued  only  to  that  class  of  needy  persons 
whom  the  City  Government  designed  to  aid.  In  a 
very  few  cases  it  was  found  that  the  applicants  kept 
boarders,  but  such  did  not  call  a  second  time. 

After   supplying   all   needy    families   who  applied 
each  day,  if  any  soup  was  left,  it  was  given  to   per- 
sons who  applied  at  the  station   houses  for  lodging 
who  if  less  worthy,  were  equally  grateful  for  a  cup  of 
soup  and  a  shelter  for  the  night. 

Eespeetfully  submitted. 

E.  H.  Savage,  • 

Chief  of  Police. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

ANNtJAL    REPORT   OF    INSPECTOR   OP    MILK. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk  gives 
the  following  statistics  in  regard  to  the  milk  trade 
wholesale  dealers  being  classed  as  those  who  dis- 
tribute to  families,  stores,  etc..  from  carriages,  and  ' 
those  who  keep  more  than  one  co\v,  in  the  city  proper 
in  the  Sixteenth  Ward  (Dorchester).  P>oston  High- 
lands, South  and  East  Boston: 

Retail  dealers  are  those  who  sell  in  small  quantities- 
from  market  places,  stores,  shops  and  cellars 

Number  of  cows  kept  within  the  limits  of  'the  city 
of  Boston,  1319;  viz.,  number  in  the  city  proper  30- 
number  in  the  Sixteenth  Ward.  Dorchester,  608;  num- 
ber at  the  Boston  Highlands,  423;  number  at  South.- 
Boston,  100;  number  at  East  Boston,  1.58:  number  of 
persons  who  keep  but  one  cow,  307.  There  have  been 
recorded  the  names  and  places  of  business  of  whole- 
sale dealers  in  milk,  since  last  report,  46-  whole 
number  of  .wholesale  dealers  registered,  1327;  whole 
number  of  wholesale  dealers  now  in  the  business  527- 
whole  number  of  wholesale  dealers  now  sel lino- from' 
carriages.  276;  whole  number  of  small  wholesale  deal- 
ers who  keep  more  than  one  cow  and  sell  to  the- 
neighborhood,  251;  number  of  retailers  of  milk  re- 
corded since  last  report,  75;  whole  number  of  retail 
dealers  m  milk  recorded  to  date,  ;3122;  number  of 
samples  of  milk  inspected  since  last  report  1975- 
number  not  adulterated,  1463;  number  more  or  less 
adulterated,  512;  number  of  cases  analyzed  by  chem-  - 
ist,  23;  average  amount  of  adulteration  in  the' cases ^ 
analyzed,  25.76;  largest  amount  of  adulteration  (water 
intentionally  added  in  100  parts)  in  the  cases  analyzed 
42.18:  least  amount  of  adulteration  (added  water)  in' 
the  cases  analyzed,  10.14:  number  of  samples  analyzed 
including  above,  and  not  adulterated.  00.00;  whole 
number  of  samples  of  milk  analyzed  to  date  .305- 
number  of  cases  pending  in  the  courts  at  the  date  of 
last  report,  1 ;  settled  during  the  year,  0:  number  of 
complaints  in  the  Municipal  Court,  10;  number  con- 
victed in  the  Municipal  Court,  10;  number  of  com- 
plaints by  the  Grand  Jury,  8;  number  of  bills  of  in- 
dictment by  the  Grand  Jury,  8;  number  convicted  in 
the  Superior  Court.  8:  whole  number  of  complaints 
m  court  to  date,  240;  whole  number  convicted  to 
date,  172;  whole  number  not  convicted,  67;  number 
of  cases  now  pending  in  the  courts.  1;  number  of 
gallons  of  daily  supply  of  milk  for  the  city  of  Boston 
25,282;  daily  cost  to  consumers,  .$8,090  24;'  number  of 
gallons  for  supply  one  year,  9,227,9.30;  cost  to  con- 
sumers one  year,  $2,9.52,937  60. 

The  expenses  of  this  office  have  been  as  follows 
viz.;  For  the  analyses  of  milk,  $200:  stationery'' 
record  books,  advertising,  printing,  etc  $170  39- 
Inspector's  small  bills  for  assistance,  lactometers  and 
other  milk  instruments,  .$23  52— .$393  91 ,  For  viola- 
lations  of  the  Milk  law  there  have  been  paid  in  the 
Municipal  and  Superior  courts,  fines  and  costs 
amounting  to  $827  39;  one  half  of  the  fines  have  been 
paid  to  the  complainant,  viz.,  $340. 

The  Inspector  states  that  during  the  year  fifteen 
hundred  stores  and  shops  have  been  visited  and  the 
milk  examined.  Some  of  these  places  have  required 
frequent  attention.  Nearly  one  hundred  private  fam- 
ilies have  requested  the  services  of  the  Inspector  in 
regard  to  their  milk.  To  prevent  the  distribution  of 
adulterated  milk  in  the  city,  the  railroad  milk  stations 
have  often  been  visited,  and  also  the  stables  of  milk- 
men m  Charlestown.  Cambridge  and  Somerville  be- 
sides those  within  the  limits  of  this  city  and  not  a 
little  is  received  at  this  office  for  inspection  from  the 
neighboring  cities  and  towns,  the  same  as  from  our 
own  citizens. 

It  has  become  more  generally  known  than  former- 
ly, that  no  fees  or  presents,  of  any  name  or  nature 
are  now  or  ever  were  received  for  any  services  ren- 
dered by  this  office,  the  grand  object  being  to  keep 
m  check  the  adulteration  of  milk. 

In  some  of  the  country  towns,  as  well  as  in  this 
city,  during  the  fall  of  1871  and  the  winter  of  1872' 
frequent  meetings  were  held  by  different  associations 
interested  m  the  milk  trade;  the  obiectof  which  was 
to  consider  the  price  of  milk,  its  transportation  to 
market,  and  the  existing  evil  of  adulteration. 
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Reference  is  made  to  the  several  statutes  to  pre- 
vent the  adulteration  of  milk  and  to  the  difficulty  of 
reaching  those  who  commit  the  ofiences  of  adultera- 
tion; arid  the  information  usually  given  in  regard  to 
the  size  of  milk  cans  is  repeated.  A  record  is  also 
given  of  the  weather  of  the  seveial  months,  witli  its 
effect  upon  the  supply  of  milk.  Notices  of  the  Milk- 
men's Associition,  the  Contractors"  Associatioia,  Milk 
Producers'  Association  and  others  are  also  given. 

In  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  Milk  Consirmers' 
Protective  Association,  the  Inspector  says— 

"Notwithstanding  the  many  discouraging  difficul- 
ties they  had  to  enc^ounter,  the  Inspector  can  only  say 
that  hie  services  were  but  seldom  required,  and  but 
few  samples  of  their  milk.were  brought  to  his  office 
for  inspection:  and.  furthermore,  the  milk  furnished 
by  them  in  stores  and  shops,  with  few  exceptions, 
wasfound  tobegood.  It  was  said,  however,  that 
during  the  season,  many  families  ceased  taking  their 
milk,  and  that  frequent  complaints  were  made  at  the 
office  of  the  association  in  regard  to  its  quality. 

"The  establishment  of  milk  depots  in  the  different 
wards  of  the  city,  for  the  sale  of  milk,  to  be  carried 
away,  and  also  sold  over  the  counter  by  the  glass, 
wasquite  anew  feature  in  the  milk  trade  of  Boston. 
This  milk  was  obtained  from  the  Consumers"  Protec- 
tive Association,  so  called,  but  though  under  their 
name,  it  was  not  carried  on  by  persons  in  their  em- 
ploy; rather  by  men  on  their  own  account,  who  were 
p.Qcuniarily  interested  to  obtain  of  them,  and  to  sell, 
a'good  article  of  milk.  It  was  said  that,  during  the 
hot  season,  some  of  these  milk  depots  sold  from  one 
to  two  hundred  gallons  of  milk  per  day." 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OF    NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  the  proposed  construction  of 
sewers  in  Sawyer  street,  Third  street,  Chapman  and 
Appleton  streets,  were  severally  taken  up.  No  per- 
sOii  apjx'aring  in  relation  thereto,  the  reports  were 
recommitted. 

The  hearing  on  petition  of  the  Times  Publishing 
CVimpany  for  leave  to  place  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
at  Nos.  12-14  School  street,  was  taken  up.  No  person 
appearing  in  relation  thereto,  the  report  was  recom- 
mitted: 

TJNT"INISHBD  BUSINESS. 

".The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 

tihie.  and  passed: 

•'.Order  to  pay  Catherine  Riddle  |.387  10,  for  land 
damages  on  Cottage  street. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  assessments  in  Eustis, 
West  Eagle  and  other  streets. 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Saratoga  street,  be- 
tft'een  Bremen  and  Swift  streets. 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  to  Robbins's  wharf. 

Order  to  release  to  Samuel  Weld  and  others  a 
right  of  drainage  held  by  the  city  through  their  land 
oil  Moreland  street. 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Franklin  street. 

PAPERS   PROM   THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Ann  Young,  John  Burns,  National 
Dock  &  Warehouse  Company,  Jane  Masters.  Stephen 
L.  Burkitt.  Adeline  P.  Phillips,  Peter  C.  Brooks  and 
others,  and  the  remonstrances  of  George  A.  Bethune 
and  others,  and  William  Minot  and  others,  were  sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

Thepetition  of  Charles  Burrill  to  be  allowed  com- 
pensation for  tilling  the  quota  of  Boston  during  the 
recent  war  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
in  concurrence. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  City  Hospital  was  or- 
dered to  be  placed  on  file. 

■  The  report  and  order  authoi'izing  the  unoccupied 
rooms  in  the  Appleton-street  Primary  Schoolhouse 
tobe  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Normal  School 
coming  up,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The~report  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  obtain  a  supply  of  water  fromFlaxPond 
for  East  Boston,  was  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

The  report,  inexpedient  to  allow  the  Hartford  Steam 
Boiler" Company  to  inspect  the  boilers  used  in  public 
buildings,  was  accepted,  in  concurrence 

The  report  and  order  on  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  Fire  Department  (printed  City  Doc.  No.  43, 1873), 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordii.,inces,  in  con- 
currence. 

The  communication  from  Street  Commissioners, 
embracing  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  all 
the  property  surrendered  by  Bath,  Congress  and  Milk 
streets,  as  the  lines  now  exist,  was  referred  to  Joint 
X"ommittee  on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

The  second  report  and  orders  on  salaries  of  city 
officers  for  the  year  beginning  April  1,  1873  (printed 
City  Doc.  No.  48,  1873),  passed  witli  two  amendments, 
viz.:  1.  Strike  out  the  section  relating  to  the  salaries 
of  the  City  Solicitor  and  assistants,  "  2.  Reduce  the 


salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  from  $2800 
to  $2.500— was  considered. 

Alderman  Gaffield  moved  to  concur  in  the  first,  but 
not  in  the  second  amendment,  stating  that  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Printing  was  classedwitli  other  salaries 
which  were  raised  $301),  and  as  he  had  faithfully  and 
honestly  discharged  his  duties,  there  ought  to  be  no 
reduction  in  the  increase  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  to  purchase  for  $820  50,  six  hundrecT 
feet  of  hose,  to  replace  a  like  amount  belonging  to 
the  City  of  Chelsea,  and  injured  or  destroyed  at  the 
great  fire,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department. 

The  order  was  subsequently  passed,  under  a  re- 
consideration of  the  reference. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence : 

Order  to  refer  the  salaries  of  the  City  Solicitor  and 
assistants  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Older  1o  pay  William  Gilchrist  $1000.  for  a  new 
carriage  for  Hose  Company,  No.  12. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  take  the  land  in  the  Northampton-street 
district,  so  called,  and  to  raise  the  same  to  a  proper 
grade,  for  the  purpose  of  abating  a  nuisance. 

Report  and  order  to  consolidate  the  several  burnt- 
district  loans  into  one  loan,  to  be  negotiated  abroad 
for  £1,000,000  sterling. 

Order  to  allow  Company  A_,  First  Battalion  of  In- 
fantry,, $600,  for  armory  in  Minot  Hall. 

REPORTS   OP    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department,  reported  in  favor  of  a  license  to  Samuel 
Walker  &  Co.  to  store  petroleum,  etc.,  at  33  India 
street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  (iibson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mar- 
ket, reported  in  favor  of  approval  of  transfer  of  leases 
as  follows:  Winsor  Gleason  to  S.  W.  Gleason,  trans- 
fer of  lease  of  cellar  No.  13  Fanouil  Hall  Market; 
Avery  &  Maynard,  to  transfer  to  Winsor  Gleason 
cellar  No.  12  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Sisters 
of  St.  Joseph's  Home  to  be  paid  for  injury  to  a  horse 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Albany  street;  also 
on  petition  of  John  Floyd,  to  be  compensated  for 
personal  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Fed- 
eral-street Bridge.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows:  Daniel 
Dewar,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
rear  of  Ward  street;  Michael  M.  Barry,  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Codman  street,  op- 
posite Hutching^^'s  factory;  Patrick  Fallon,  to  occupj' 
a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  River  street, 
Ward  10;  -foseph  Frye,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  corner  of  Dorchester  and  Ellery  streets; 
J.  B.  Carpenter,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  four 
horses  at  .539  First  street;  H.  P.  Oakman,  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Oakman  place,  "Ward 
Vis.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Licen- 
ses, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows:  Joseph 
F.  Farrell  to  give  a  public  ball  at  Lyceum  Hall.  April 
14;  J.  W.  Turner,  to  give  a  concert  at  Union  Chapel, 
East  Boston,  April  10;  W.  M .  Fairbanks  and  others, 
to  gi\'e  a  dramatic  entertainment  at  John  A.  Andrevv 
Hall,  April  11 ;  A.  P.  Peck  to  give  concerts  in  Music 
Hall,  April  it;  A.  Rubenstein  and  Theodore  Thomas 
to  give  two  concerts  at  Music  Hall:  to  Thomas  C. 
Kennedy  as  an  auctioneer;  to  forty-seven  newsboys 
and  four  bootblacks;  also  licenses  to  sundry  persons 
as  victuallers;  for  a  hack  stand,  transfer  of  hack 
licenses:  wagon  licenses,  transfer  of  wagon 
licenses,  and  of  license  of  an  intelligence  office.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  for  licenses  as  victuallers,  as  follows:  Jona- 
than F.  Young,  96  Union  street;  M.  J.  Kane,  8  Merri- 
mac  and  111  Friend  street:  R.  H.  Fisher,  1(I5  North- 
ampton street;  William  B.  Perrin,  25  Albany  street; 
E.  F.  Ramsell,  .59  Shawmnt  avenue;  also,  on  petition 
of  John  Coffee  for  license  as  a  junk  dealer  at  No.  ,50 
Lincoln  street;  and  an  order  revoking  the  license  of 
Jacob  Brown  to  keep  an  intelligence  office  at  No.  593 
Washington  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  frcmi  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for  a  Chief- 
Engineer  and  fourteen  Assistant-Engineers  of  the  Bos- 
ton Fire  Department,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  election  of  the  following-named  persons: 

Chief -Engineer — John  S.  Damrell. 

Assistant-Engineers — Joseph  Dunbar,  Zenas  E. 
Smith,  William  A.  Green,  George  Brown,  John  W. 
Regan,  John  S.  Jacobs,  Phineas  D.  Allen,  Rufus  B. 
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Farrar,  James  Monroe,  John  Colligan,  Joseph  Barnes, 
Sylvester  H.  Hebard,  Levi  W.  Shaw,  George  W. 
Clark. 

The  report  was  accepted,  when  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  an  election  of  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment, resulting  as  follows: 

Wliole  number  of  votes 11 

John  S.  Dann-ell 10 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Damrell  was  declared  to  he  elected. 

It  was  voted  also  to  proceed  to  an  election  of  Assist- 
ant-Engineers, when  each  of  the  nominees,  of  the 
present  Board,  was  reelected  b}'  an  nnanimons  vote, 
as  follows: 

Joseph  Dunbar,  Zenas  E.  Smith,  William  A.  Green. 
George  Brown,  John  W.  Regan,  John  S.  Jacobs, 
Phineas  D.  Allen,  Rnfais  B.  Farrar.  James  Monroe, 
John  Colligan,  Joseph  Barnes,  Sylvester  H.  Hebard, 
Levi  W.  Shaw,  George  \V.  Clark! 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Ivory  Bean  for  an  extension  of  time  in 
which  to  build  npon  four  lots  of  land  situated  on  East 
Dedham  street,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  time  for  building  upon  four  lots 
of  land  on  East  Dedham  street,  as  sold  hy  the  city  to 
Ivory  Bean,  May  1,  1871,  be  extended  to' May  1,  1874, 
upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  the  sum  of  «;:^00  within  ten  days  from 
tlie  passage  of  this  order. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  S.  Dunlap  for 
an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  upon  four  lots 
of  land  on  East  Dedham  street,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

.Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  four  lots 
of  land  on  East  Dedham  street,  as  sold  by  the  city  to 
J.  S.  Dunlap,  May  1,  1871.  be  extended  to'May  1, 1874, 
npon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  the  sum  of '$:M0  within  ten  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order.  . 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  H.  Tar- 
bell  for  extension  of  tijne  in  which  to  build  on  his 
lot  of  land  on  Fourth  street,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  pa.ssage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  erecting  a  dwelling 
house  upon  the  lot  of  land  (m  Fourth  street,  as  sold 
by  the  city  in  February,  1871,  to_Slephen;H.Tarbell  be 
extended  to  May  1.  18T4,  upon  condition  that  he  pays 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of 
$100  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of    this  order. 

Th(^  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  J.  McNutt 
for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  in  rear  of  his 
factory  on  Wareham  street,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  to  whom  said  petition  had  been  previously 
referred,  made  a  report  that  they  find  that  the  land 
was  sold  by  the  city  to  John  J.  McNutt  in  May,  186(5, 
upon  the  express  condition  that  the  exterior  walls  of 
all  huildings  erected  thereon  should  be  of  brick,  stone 
or  iron.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Aldermaji  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Armor- 
ies, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Austin  C. 
Wellington,  for  approval  of  an  armory,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Company 
A,  1st  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner 
of  Washington  and  Springfield  streets,  be  and  the 
same  is  herel)y  approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the 
deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  fnmi  the  Committee  on  Streets,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  petitions  of 
W.  E.  Woodward,  William  O'Brien.  A.  P.  Newman 
and  Patrick  Malvey,  for  abatement  of  Harrison-ave- 
nue betterments,  and  of  Charles  P.  Bradford  for 
abatement  of  ClifE-street  betterment.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  three  members  of  this  Board  be 
appointed  to  inspect  the  prisons  and  houses  of  de- 
tention within  the  County  of  Suffolk  and  make  the 
examinations  and  reports'  required  by  the  statutes  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Aldermen  Gibson,  Emery  and  Bigelow  were  ap- 
pointed under  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  assess- 
ment made  by  the  Commonwealth  Upon  the  city  of 
Boston    for    compensation   on  account  of    tide  water 


displaced  by  the  construction  of  Atlantic  avenue, 
and  the  tilling  of  the  same,  be  taken  from  the  files  of 
the  City  Clerk  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  separate  by  partition  a  portion  of 
the  room  in  the  City  Hall  now  occupied  by  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Lamps,  and  adapt  the  same  for  the 
uses  of  the  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures;  also  to 
fit  up  the  room  vacated  by  said  Sealers  of  Weights 
and  Measures  for  the  clerks  and  employes  of  the 
Board  of  Health;  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
owners  and  occupants  (m  Devonshire  street,  between 
State  and  Washington  streets,  to  remove  within  six 
days  all  obstructions,  of  whatsoever  kind,  placed  by 
them  on  said  street,  and  in  default  thereof  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  remove  said 
oVstructions  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  C.  B.  Wilson  and  J. 
T.  Eldredge  the  sum  of  .f  :;i(;20,  for  land  talien  .and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Bedford 
street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  Jan.  2;^,  1873,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions; to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widen- 
ing Streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  De 
partment,  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee,  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  pur- 
chase a  self-acting  fire  engiije  at  an  expense  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  . 12000;  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Gibson  inquired  as  to  what  the  self-action 
of  the  engine  consisted. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  it  was  not  in  its  mo- 
tion in  the  streets,  but  in  its  working  at  fires,  and  as 
it  had  been  in  operation  in  this  city  at  most  of  the 
fires  since  the  fire  in  November,  it  had  paid  for  itself 
half  a  dozen  times.  It  was  left  here  by  the  maker  to 
be  taken  and  paid  for  if  It  jjroved  to  be   satisfactory. 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  and  he 
is  herebjf  directed  not  to  grant  permits  to  build  on. 
the  westerly  side  of  Kingston  street,  between  Bed- 
ford and  Summer  streets,  until  authorized  so  to  do 
by  the  City  Council  or  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  . 
oil  Streets;  and  ordered,  further,  that  all  permits 
hitherto  granted,  where  the  buildings  have  not  been 
completed,  be  hereby  revoked. 

ORDERS  OF   NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  H.  Blunt,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  715  Tremont  street. 
Hearing  Monday,  April  28,  4  P.  M. 

On  petition  of  the  Highland  Street  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  an  additional  location,  on  Dudley  street, 
between  Warren  street  and  Mount  Pleasant"  avenue. 
Hearing  Monday,  April  28,  4  P.  M. 

NORMAL   SCHOOL   ACCOMMODATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield,  the  report  and  or 
der  authorizing  the  unoccupied  rooms  in  the  Apple- 
ton-street  Primary  Schoolhouse  to  be  furnished  for 
the  use  of  the  Normal  School,  were  taken  from  the 
table. 

In  making  the  motion,  he  said  he  wished  to  hear 
the  reasons  why  the  report  and  order  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  the  objections  to  the  proposed  use  of 
the  rooms  in  question. 

Alderman  Sayvvard,  in  reply,  said  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  change  proposed.  Theie  was  all  the 
room  in  the  Girls'  High  and  Normal  Schoolhouse 
that  was  necessary,  and  if  the  rooms  were  taken  as 
proposed;  they  cannot  be  occupied  probably  more 
than  a  year,  when  they  will  be  wanted  for-primary 
school  uses.  Besides,  there  would  be  asi  expense  of  • 
$700  to  $1000,  which  was   unnecessary. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  he  would  give  a  statement 
of  the  necessity  of  tlio  measure  as  coming  from  the 
School  Committee.  When  the  school  was  establish- 
ed, it  was  chiefly  as  a  normal  school,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  those  who  were;  to  become  teachers. 
In  course  of  time  it  was  shown  that  many  pupils  at- 
tended the  school  who  did  not  design '  to  become 
teachers,  and  it  had  become  mainly  a  high  school, 
when  the  two  were  separated.  At  the  request  of  the 
several  committees  interested  in  the  schools,  the  peti- 
tion was  made  for  the  use  of  the  two  unoccupied 
rooms  in  the  Appleron-strcet  Primary  Schoolhouse. 
As  at  present  located,  pupils  who  wish  to  get.  prac- 
tice in  teaching  must  go  to  some  oilier  school, 
away  from  the  schoolhouse,  as  in  former  years 
they  went  out  two  or  three  days  towards  the 
close    of  their  term  to  get  such  practice  in  teaching. 

The  advantages  of  occupying  the  proposed  roorns 
are  in  being  opposite  a  large  gr.ammar   schoolhouse, 
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and  in  connection  witli  a  primary  sclioolhouse  wtiere 
these  pupils  will  be  on  the  spot  to  go  into  tlie  neces- 
sary practice  as  teachers.  Tliat  is  the  object  which 
is  desired.  The  gentleman  objected  that  not  all  the 
parties  interested  were  heard  on  the  subject.  At  an- 
other hearing,  at  which  he  was  not  pre.-ent,  all  par- 
ties were  heard,  and  it  was  agreed  that  by  the  facili- 
ties which  this  would  giver  facilities  for  teaching 
which  would  make  the  school  the  best  of  the  Ivind  in 
the  Commonwealth,  the  only  real  normal  school,  hav-  • 
iug  all  the  means  of  learning  to  teach  under  one 
roof. 

The  object  was  set  forth  with  great  eloquence  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  if  carried  out  it  was  believed 
it  would  enable  us  to  have  able  teachers.  Even 
should  the  rooms  be  occupied  by  this  scliool  but  one 
year,  it  would  accomplish  much  good.  The  only  ex- 
pense would  be  the  furnishing  or  providing  forty  or 
fifty  chairs,  desks  being  already  in  the  room.  With 
so  little  expense  and  so  much  good,  there  should  be 
no  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  he  was  absent  at 
the  last  hearing  on  the  subject.  Last  year,  however, 
there  was  a  clashing  in  relation  to  the  separation  of 
the  high  and  normal  schools.  Why  not  continue  to 
take  lessons  in  teaching  in  the  basement  of  the 
sclioolhouse  as  heretofore?  As  to  the  desks  in  the 
Appleton-street  Schoolhouse,  tliose  belong  to  the 
drawing  "chool,  the  committee  of  which  wish  to  have 
them  remain  untouched.  He  could  not  see  why  they 
should  go  to  the  expense  of  $1000  when  there  was 
plenty  of  room  in  the  present  schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Gaftield  could  not  believe  it  to  be  possi- 
ble that  the  expense  would  b''  $1000,  when  the  desks 
■were  already  in  the  room.  In  the  high  schoolhouse 
they  could  not  get  the  practice  which  was  needed, 
where  there  were  yoitng  ladies  to  be  taught,  and  not 
children,  and  as  to  the  clashing  of  committees,  they 
were  all  harmonized  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

Alderman  Sayward  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
not  a  primary  school  in  the  basement  of  the  school- 
house  in  former  years  for  the  practice  of  teaching  by 
tlie  pupils  of  the  normal  school? 

Alderman  Gafiield  I'eplied  that  the  pupils  were  only 
educated  in  their  practical  duties  in  teaching,  by 
being  sent  round  to  schools  for  a  few  days,  in  which 
they  were  often  received  quite  coolly.  What  they 
needed  was  instruction  day  by  day  on  the  premises, 
Instead  of  being  sent  to  South  Boston  or  East  Bos- 
ton for  two  or  three  days.  Here  were  two  rooms, 
with  desks,  and  in  the  occupation  of  them  they  could 
go  out  at  any  hour  of  the  day  into  some  school, 
which  they  could  not  now  do  by  reason  of  the  plan 
of  the  schools  as  now  carried  on. 

Alderman  Sayward  wished  to  know  if  tliere  were 
not  now  some  classes  of  small  children  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  high  schoolhouse? 

Alderman  Gaffleld  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  of 
it. 
Alderman  Sayward  said  it  was  so. 
Alderman  Gaffield,  in  repljf  to  an  inquiry,  said  that 
when  the  rooms  in  question  were  wanted  they  would 
be  given  up. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  that  if  they -once  get 
there  the  city  maybe  obliged  to  build  another  school- 
liouse.  They  become  real  estate,  and  can  never  be 
got  out.  He  believed  they  had  better  retain  the 
rooms,  as  they  are  now  safe. 

Alderman  Gafiield  said  that  he  would  guarantee 
that  the  school  should  become  movable  property. 

Alderman  Sayward  wished  to  know  what  object 
there  could  be  in  occupying  rooms  six  months  or  a 
year  if  they  were  to  be  given  np?  Besides,  the  rooms 
were  already  occupied  as  a  drawing  school. 

Alderman  Clark  inquired  whether  the  high  school- 
house  was  not  sufficiently  large  last  year?  The 
house  was  enormously  large,  and  was  built  for  the 
purpose  of  a  normal   schoolhouse  and  nothing  else. 


He  hoped  there  would  be  no  change,  for  when  parties 
get  possession  they  can  never  be  got  out. 

Alderman  Gaffield  was  quite  positive  that  when 
needed  the  rooms  would  be  given  up.  A  change  was 
made  in  the  separation  of  the  schools  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  teach  in  primary  schools,  and  gentlemen 
could  see  the  neces.^ity  of  having  for  practice  a  whole 
school  rather  than  two  classes.  It  was  believed  to  be 
a  good  educational  plan. 

Alderman  Sayward,  with  reference  to  an  allusion  of 
abolishing  schools,  stated  that  there  were  several 
buildings  which  would  be  brought  here  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  their  abolition  as  schoolhouses,  for  which 
they  were  not  needed. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  in  answer  to  a  question  of  Al- 
derman Gibson,  repeated  what  he  had  before  said  as 
to  the  advantages  which  the  proposed  location  in  the 
vicinity  of  many  schools  would  have  over  one  class 
in  the  basement  of  the  high  schoolhouse.  He  was 
told,  besides,  by  a  teacher,  "that  the  house  was  filling 
up  with  high  school  pupils,  and  soon  every  inch  of 
room  in  it  would  be  needed  by  the  girls  there.  Ten 
or  twenty  classes  which  might  be  subjects  for  teach- 
ing would  be  much  better  than  two  classes.  But  he 
would  assure  them  that  occupation  of  these  rooms 
would  be  given  up  when  necessary. 

Alderman  Clark  inquired  how  many  pupils  there 
were  in  the  normal  school. 

Alderman  Gaffield  replied  that  there  were  forty  or 
fifty  who  designed  t- become  teachers.  There  were 
many  of  the  present  teachers  who  were  attending 
instruction  in  branches  of  drawing,  by  going  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  to  learn.  If  these  young 
ladies  now  in  the  normal  school  obtain  that  kind  of 
instruction  it  will  not  be  necessary  in  another  gener- 
ation to  have  special  teachers  in  drawing. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  looked  to  him  as  though 
the  teachers  in  the  high  schoolhouse  did  not  wish 
to  have  classes  of  smali  children  in  that  house. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  was  the  general  complaint 
in  his  ward  that  all  the  teachers  came  from  country 
places.  He  failed  to  see  why  teachers  should  at  once 
enter  into  full  pay  without  experience. 

Alderman  Gaffield  replied  that  such  was  not  the 
case,  there  being  several  grades  of  pay  dependent  on 
years  of  service. 

After  some  further  remarks  ,by  Aldermen  Gibson 
and  Gaffield.  the  question  was  taken  on  the  ordei, 
which  was  passed,  in  concurrence,  by  a  vote  of  7 
to  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  Gaffield,  Gibson,  Hulbert, 
Quincy,  Stebbins. 

Nays— Brown,  Cutter,  Emery,  Power,  Sayward. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  take   from  the  table  the  ■ 
nomination  of  Edward  M.   Grant    as  a  driver  in  the 
Fire  Department,  which  was  carried. 

Alderman  Power  said  his  object  in  laying  the  nom- 
ination on  the  table  wat_.  that  the  system  which  ad- 
mitted of  such  appointments  was  all  wrong,  and  he 
still  thought  so.  A  system  which  could  promote  a 
man  but  ten  days  in  the  department  over  old  mem- 
bers was  all  wrong.  Neveriheless,  as  he  tmderstood 
all  the  members  of  the  engine  company  No.  1 5,  were 
unanimous  in  favor  of  the  nominee,  and  should  he  be 
rejected,  they  would  again  favor  the  appointment 
and  as  he  was  the  choice  of  the  engineers  of  that 
district,  under  the  circiimstances  he  Would  withdraw 
his  objections,  but  thought  the  sooner  the  system 
was  changed  the  better.  The  nomination  was  con- 
firmed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  for 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  to  present 
his  annual  report  on  March  27  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  the  report  of  the 
Chief-Engineer  had  gone  to  the  printer  and  would  be 
made  in  print  in  a  few  days. 

The  Older  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    10,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  734  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

A  call  of  the  roll  showed  forty-four  members 
present,  as  follows: 

Abbott,  Bicknell,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Boardman, 
Bowles,  Breunan,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton  Cudworth, 
Darrow  Dean,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Flatley,  Hall, 
Harington,  Hine,  Holmes,  ./ones,  Kelley  Kmgsley, 
LormK  Madden,  Mahan,  Marston,  McCue,  McKenney, 
Page,  Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Prescott  Shaw, 
Tkacher,  Train,  Upham,  Warren,  \\  est,  Weston, 
Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOART)  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  and  the  quarterly 
reports  of  the  Weighers  and  Inspectors  ot  Lighters, 
Paymaster  of  State  Aid,  and  report  of  Chief  ot  Po- 
lice on  providing  soup  for  the  poor,  were  severally 
ordered  to  be  placed  on  file.  „     . ,,  „  .,       , 

The  petitions  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company  and  Charles  E.  Thayer  were  severally  re- 
ferred, in  concurrence. 

Reports  were  accepted  (leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petitions),  as  follows:  Of  St.  Joseph's  Home,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  to  a  horse  caused  by  an  alleged  de- 
fect in  Albany  street;  of  J.  J.  McKutt,  to  erect^ a  cer- 
tain wooden  building  on  Wareham  street:  of  John 
Lloyd,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  from  alleged  insecure 
condition  of  Federal-street  Bridge.  „„,;,,o. 

The  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  selt-actmg 
fire  engine,  at  not  exceeding  $20(10,  was  read  once.  ^ 

The  following  reports  and  orders  were  passed,  in 

concurrence:  .        t     1    j? 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  execute  a  deed  of 
release  to  Samuel  Weld  and  others  for  a  right  of 
(1-ainage  between  Moreland  and  Winthrop  streets. 

Order  taking  from  the  tiles  and  reternng  to  the 
(\,mn-'tlec  on  the  Harbor,  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Commorwealth's  assessment  for  compensation  tor 
tide  water  displaced  by  the  construction  of  Atlantic 

avenue,  etc.  .  .  ^.         ^    -,, 

Report  and  order  for  an  extension  of  time  to  May 
1  1874  for  Ivory  Bean  to  build  on  four  certain  lots  of 
land  on  East  Dedham  street,  on  the  conditions  set 
forth  in  said  order.  .  ^  ,.       »    m 

Report  and  order  for  an  extension  of  time  to  May 
1  1874  for  John  S.  Dunlap  to  build  on  four  certain 
lots  of 'land  on  East  Dedham  street,  on  the  conditions 
in  said  order  set  forth.  _  .     ,, 

Report  and  order  for  an  extension  of  time  to  May 
1  1874,  for  Stephen  H.  Tarbell  to  erect  a  dwelling 
house  on  certain  land  on  Fourth  street,  on  the  condi- 
tions named  in  said  order. 

The  order  directing  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  not 
to  grant  permits,  and  to  revoke  those  already  grant- 
ed to  build  on  the  westerly  side  of  Kingston  street, 
between  Bedford  and  Summer  streets,  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  wished  for  information  on  the 
subject.  ,     ^,    ^  ,, 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  stated,  in  reply,  that  the 
order  was  offered  by  Alderman  Claik  in  consequence 
of  the  abutters  on  the  westerly  side  having  begun  to 
build  on  the  old  lines.  The  Committee  on  Streets  of 
the  last  City  Council,  as  an  expression  of  their  opin- 
ion, passed  an  order  on  the  24th  of  December,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Street  Commissioners,  that  King- 
ston street  should  be  fifty  feet  wide,  but  this  was 
never  acted  upon  by  the  Street  Commissioners.  The 
Street  Commissioners  did  not  wish  to  initiate  the 
widening,  and  no  action  had  been  taken  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  the  present  year. 

There  are  two  swell-front  houses  about  to  be  cut 
ofE,  and  if  built  upon  the  old  lines,  it  will  leave  the 
street  but  forty  feet  wide,  while  the  portion  in  the 
burnt  district  is  fifty  feet,  and  the  portion  below  Bed- 
ford street  is  also  fifty  feet,  and  Otis  street  is  widen- 
ed to  forty-five  feet.  Thatbuildingsmay  not  be  put  up 
before  the  question  of  widening  the  street  is  deter- 
mined upon,  the  order  was  introduced. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  explanation, 
since  this  territory  was  within  his  district.  He  had 
not  before  heard  of  this  matter,  and  wished  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  But  the  order  not  only 
provides  that  permits  shall  not  be  granted,  but 
reaches  those  already  granted.    He  was  not  ready  to 


revoke  permits  given  to  parties  in  good  faith,  and 
while  he  did  not  wisb  to  criticise,  he  believed  such 
an  order  ought  not  to  be  passed,  affecting  individual 
rights,  without  allowing  the  parties  a  hearing. 

Mr.  Perkins  replied  that  it  was  understood  the 
Inspector  was  not  to  give  permitL'  until  the  subject 
had  been  acted  upon.  An  order  was  passed,  as  he 
believed,  prohibiting  the  Inspector  from  granting 
permits  in  the  whole  burnt  district,  until  permission 
was  given  by  the  City  Council  to  do  so.  A  plan  was 
proposed,  but  no  action  had  yet  been  taken  in  rela- 
tion to  Kingston  street.  As  to  revoking  permits,  it 
was  not  an  unusual  thing,  as  in  the  case  of  Lincoln 
street,  after  the  work  of  rebuilding  had  commenced, 
when  it  was  concluded  to  widen  on  both  sides.  The 
cases  were  precisely  the  same.  The  passage  of  this 
order  would,  however,  cause  no  delay,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  were  to  have  a  meeting  tomorrow, 
and  if  they  come  to  a  conclusion  that  the  widening  is 
not  desirable,  they  can  make  a  report  at  once  or  noti- 
fy the  Insj)ector. 

Mr.  Shaw  regarded  the  permits  as  having  been  given 
and  received  in  good  faith,  and  if  so,  should  not  be 
revoked  without  giving  the  parties  a  hearing.  It  in- 
volved individual  rights,  as  the  parties  acted  in  good 
faith  under  the  permits,  as  they  had  a  right  to  do.  It 
was  true,  the  City  Council  were  competent  to  do  any- 
thing, but  he  hardly  knew  what  motion  to  make,  and 
hoped  the  order  would  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  City  Council  had  never  author- 
ized the  granting  of  permits,  and  no  steps  had  yet 
been  taken  toward  rebuilding  except  to  tear  dow-n 
the  front  walls.  Yet  if  no  action  was  taken  they  will 
go  on  to  rebuild. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  regretted  to  be  obliged  to  say 
anything  further,  but  he  wished  to  know  if  the  In- 
spector has  authority  to  grant  permits  without  au- 
thority. If  so,  it  was  time  that  the  City  Council 
should  know  it.  His  idea  was  that  the  order  should 
lie  on  the  table,  and  he  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  when  the 
order  was  passed. 

A  communication  from  the  City  Messenger  reap- 
pointing Foster  M.  Spurr  as  Assistant  City  Messen- 
ger was  received,  and  the  appointment  was  approved. 

The  report  nominating  John  S.  Damrell  as  Chief- 
Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the  following- 
named  persons  as  Assistant-Engineers,  viz.,  Joseph 
Dunbar,  Zenas  E.  Smith,  William  A.  Green,  George 
Brown,  John  W.  Regan,  John  S.  Jacobs,  Phineas  D. 
Allen,  Rufus  B.  Farrar,  James  Monroe,  John  Colli- 
gan,  Joseph  Barnes,  Sylvester  H.  Hebard,  Levi  W. 
Shaw,  and  George  W.  Clark,  was  accepted,  in  con- 
currence, and  the  certificate  of  the  election  of  the 
persons  named  was  read. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  election  be  concurred  in  this  even- 
ing. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,. thought  the  matter  of  too 
great  importance  to  be  hurried  through  with  such  un- 
seemly haste  as  would  be  manifested  by  a  suspension 
of  the  rules.  The  ordinance  provides  that  the  Chief- 
Engineer  shall  make  his  report  annually  in  the  month 
of  January,  and  we  are  now  in  the  month  of  April, 
and  there  is  no  report.  When  we  have  ordinances 
they  ought  to  \)e  regarded  somewhat.  He  supposed 
that  the  ordinaiice  was  especially  meant  to 
provide  that  this  report  should  be  made  and 
sent  in  before  the  election.  The  rule  is  a  wise  one 
that  provides  that  the  election  shall  lay  over  for  one 
week,  and  only  in  cases  of  great  emergency  should 
that  rule  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Jones  said  that  he  presumed  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers had  already  been  made  up  for  some  time.  In  re- 
gard to  the  report  of  the  Chief-Engineer,  it  was  re- 
quired that  the  report  be  made  up  to  September,  and 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years  it  has  always  been 
ready  at  about  this  time.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer,  and  it  will  be  some  three  or  four  weeks 
before  it  is  ready. 

Mr.  Dean  thought  that  if  the  minds  of  members 
were  already  made  up.  the  matter  might  lie  over  for 
one  week  without  any  injury  to  anybody,  and  if  it  has 
been  the  practice  to  disregard  the  ordinance  it  is  time 
such  practice  was  stopped. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  stated  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  labored  under  a  mistake,  as  the  report 
was  not  due  until  the  1st  of  May. 

Sir.  Dean  then  read  from  section  eight  of  the  or- 
dinances in  relation  to  the  government  of  the  Fire 
Department.  Now  it  seems  that  an  ordinance  solemn- 
ly enacted  for  the  government  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment has  been  habitually  disregarded.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  this  report  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer  could  be  finished  up  in  the  course  of  a  week 
if  necessary ;  and  it  will  be  time  enough  to  have  this 
election  take  place  at  any  time  during  the  present 
month. 
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The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost— 28  in 
favor,  21  against— not  oue-third. 

The  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
amendment  to  balary  bill  respecting  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Piloting,  coming  up, 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  lb  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
here to  its  amendment,  which  was  carried. 

UNFINISHBD  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  authorizing  such  repairs  and  supplies  of  fur- 
niture as  may  be  needed  for  the  Court  House  and 
Probate  building,  and  the  fitting  and  furnishing  of 
the  new  addition  to  said  building,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $500,000,  to 
be  expended  in  furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water 
from  Sudbury  River. 

Order  to  pay  Azel  Bowditch  $1.50  additional  dafh- 
uges,  for  land  taken  for  widening  Blue-Hill   avenue. 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  and  Edmund  Quincy,  execut- 
ors, etc.,  $55,200,  for  land  damages  caused  by  the 
extension  of  South  Market  street. 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  and  Edmund  Quincy,  execut- 
ors, etc.,  $3549,  for  Atlantic-avenue  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  G.  Russell  $39,500,  for  Con- 
gress-street land  damages  of  1872. 

Resolve  and  order  for  widening  Devonshire  street 
between  Franklin  and  Milk  streets,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $15,180. 

DIRECTORS  OF  EAST  BOSTON  PERRIES. 

The  report  nominating  Daniel  D.  Kelly  and  Charles 
Stanwood  as  directors  at  large  of  the  East  Boston 
Ferries  was  accepted,  in  concurrence,  and  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Charles  Stanwood  and  Wil- 
liam F.  Brooks  as  such  directors  was  read. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Charles  Stanwood 42 

Daniel  D.  Kellv 39 

William  F.  Brooks 33 

Messrs.  Stanwood  and  Kellj'  were  declared  to  be 
elected,  the  last  named  in  non-concurrence. 

REPORT  ON   THE  ARCHED   ENTRANCES   TO   THE   LOWELL 
RAILROAD    DEPOT. 

Oppicb  OP  CiTT  Engineer,  (_ 
Boston,  April  9,  1873.      j 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council — In  compliance  with 
your  orders,  approved  March  4,  instructing  the 
fcity  Engineer  ''to  inspect  tlie  arched  entrances 
for  the  towers  of  the  new  depot  of  the  Boston 
&  Lowell  Railroad,  and  report  whether,  in  his 
opinion,  they  are  properly  constructed  with  re- 
gard to  the  public  safety,"  I  have  examined  the 
plans  from  which  the  towers  have  been  built,  and 
have  inspected  the  structures  themselves  from  time 
to  time,  and  now  respectfully  report— 

The  load  carried  by  the  arches  referred  to  is  the 
weight  of  the  masonry  above  them  in  one  story  only. 
The  front  and  rear  walls  of  the  other  stories  are 
carried  on  iron  girders  at  th^  level  of  the  second 
floor,  supported  at  their  ends  in  a  manner  that  leaves 
a  space  beneath  them  of  a  great  length,  somewhat 
greater  than  the  span  of  the  arches. 

The  drawings  show  a  system  of  iron  ties,  .built  and 
concealed  within  the  masonry,  intended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resisting  the  tendency  of  the  arch  to  spread 
and  settle.  These  ties  having  suiiicient  dimensions 
to  prevent  the  overturning  of'  the  abutments,  there 
appears  but  two  ways  in  which  the  arch  can  be 
destroyed— first,  by  the  giving  way  of  the  founda- 
tions; and,  second,  by  the  crushing  of  the  material. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  base  courses  of  the 
towers  showed  no  indications  of  any  settlement  or 
motion  of  the  foundations;  and  from  such  informa- 
tion as  I  have  obtained,  of  the  number  of  piles  used 
and  the  resistance  they  offered  to  driving,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  foundations  are  safe. 

The  ties,  being  of  iron,  stretch  when  a  strain  is  ap- 
plied to  them.  Although  any  elongation  in  them  due 
to  the  thrust  of  the  arch  must  be  exceedingly  slight, 
yet  it  may  be  sufficient  to  permit  a  movement  of  the 
masonry  that  would  cause  an  unequal  distribution  of 
the  load  npon  the  abutments.  As  the  inside  face  of 
one  of  the  abutments  shows  signs  of  being  over- 
loaded, it  is  probable  such  a  movement  has  taken 
place. 

The  masonry  at  this  point  is  cracked,  but  not  to  an 
extent  that  renders  it  liable  to  be  destroyed  by 
crushing.  I  am  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  officers  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
building  to  relieve  the  arches  and  abutments  by  iron 
girders  and  colimins  as  soon  as  the  weather  and  con- 
dition of  the  ground  will  permit. 


I  can  see  no  way  in  wbich  the  arches  or  the  abut- 
ments with  the  load  now  upon  them  and  secured  as 
they  now  are,  can  yield  to  an  extent  that  would  ren- 
der the  towers  unsafe,  and  am  theiefore  of  the  opin- 
ion tli.it  the  public  safity  is  not  endangered  by  their 
constiuction.  .Ioseph  P.  Davis, 

Cil,y  Engineer. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

additional   appropriations   P0R   THE   POOR. 

A  communication  '.vas  received  from  the  Overseevs 
of  the  Poor,  in  which  they  request  that  an  additional 
sum  for  the  current  year  of  $5000  be  appropriated 
from  the  City  Treasury  for  disbursements  made  and 
to  be  made  in  their  department  of  the  public  service. 

The  cause  for  the  requirement  of  this  additional 
sum  is  the  increased  amount  paid  for  burial  of  for- 
eign poor,  principally  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
smallpox,  and  also  for  the  support  of  the  poor  belong- 
ing to  other  cities  and  towns  residing  in  Boston. 
This  sum  will  be  refunded  by  the  Commonwealth  and 
cities  and  towns,  and  returned  on  settlement  to  tfie 
City  Treasury,  amounting  to  about  .|4n00.  The  fur- 
ther sum  of  $1000  will  be  required  foi-  our  own  poor 
residing  in  other  cities  and  towns,  the  expenses  of 
whose  support  is  greater  than  originally  esti- 
mated; thus  making  the  total  amount  for  the  balance 
of  the  present  financial  year  $.5000. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  , 
P.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman.-' 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  J.  S.  Macdonald. 
in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Carney 
Hospital,  requesting  the  City  Council  to  attend  the 
fair  in  aid  of  said  hospital  to  be  held  at  the  Music 
Hall. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

WIDENING  OP   WATER   STREET. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  called  for  the  special  assign- 
ment, the  report  and  order  requesting  Street  Com- 
missioners to  present  resolves  and  order  for  layino- 
out  as  a  street  the  lot  of  land  on  the  northerly  side 
of  Milk  street,  between  Congress  street  and  Pearl 
street  extended;  also  for  widening  Water  street  to 
sixty  feet  between  Congress  and  Devonshire  streets, 
—a  minority  report  dissenting  therefrom,  and  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that  said  order  ought  not  to  pass ; 
and  an  amendment  proposed  to  said  (5rder  by  Mx 
Dean.  - 

The  Chair  read  the  original  order  and  the  substi- 
tute offered  by  Mr.  Dean,  the  question  being  upon 
adopting  the  substitute  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  asked  the  gentleman  frotn 
Ward  12  whether  the  substitute  was  intended  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  order,  or  to  be  substituted  for  the 
whole. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  replied  that  it  was  intended 
as  a  substitute  for  that  part  of  the  order  which  relates 
to  the  widening  of  Water  street.  He  was  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  triangular  piece  of  land  should 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  hoped  the  substitute 
would  not  prevail.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  order 
for  which  the  substitute  was  proposed  was  the  right 
thing  for  the  action  of  the  City  Council.  The  ques- 
tion is  simply  this— is  it  for  the  safety  and  conven- 
ience of  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  M'ater  street 
should  be  widened  as  proposed  in  the  order?  There 
can  be  no  question  as  to  the  convenience,  as  it  Is 
perfectly  plain  to  every  one  that  it  will  be  more  con- 
venient to  have  wide  streets,  especially  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  after  the  Post  Office  is  "occupied     • 

It  does  seem  as  though  that  part  of  the  subject 
was  simplified  down  to  the  question  of  safetv.  it 
can  hardly  fail  to  appear  to  any  one  a  matter  of  safe- 
ty. We  have  just  had  a  terrible  experience  in  the 
fire  of  last  November  which  we  have  been  obliged 
to  allude  to  so  often  in  this  discussion.  Our 
contracted  avenues  and  narrow  streets  occupied 
by  high  buildings,  prevented  our  firemen  from  doinc 
the  valiant  service  they  were  able  and  wiliino-  to  do" 
and  cost  the  loss  of  many  lives  and  $.50,000  000  worth 
of  property  to  the  city  of  Boston.  It  seems  then 
that  this  proposed  improvement  is  a  necess'ity  'as 
well  as  a  convenience,  and  nnist  sometime  be  adopt- 
ed. The  effort  to  delay  this  work  is  grounded  upon 
the  statement  that  we  are  doing  it  for  the  General 
Government. 

Now  how  do  we  benefit  the  General  Governmehf 
The  United  States  can  do  its  business  in  the  Post 
Office  if  it  is  somewhat  contracted,  and  however 
narrow  the  streets  surrounding  it  may  be-  but  our 
citizens  cannot  transact  their  business  as  well  and 
their  property  will  not  be  as  safe  in  narrow  streets 
as  in  wide  ones;  and  it  is  apparent,  it  seems  that 
the  measure  will  be  for  the  convenience  of 
our  citizens  more  than  of  the  United  States 
It    was    said     here    at     the     last  ■    meeting  -  that 
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the  Committee  on  Streets  were  unanimous 
against  the  widening,  at  one  time,  and  it  is  argued 
that  that  should  be  binding  upon  us— certainly  this 
wab  the  gist  of  the  argument  of  one  gentleman,  and 
is  given  as  a  reason  why  we  shonld  not  vote  for  the 
improvement — because  at  one  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings the  committee  did  not  deem  the  work  advisable, 
but  afterwards  recommended  the  passage  of  the 
order  when  other  reasons  were  brought  to  bear 
upon  them.  It  is  not  for  us  to  go  into  the 
committee  room  to  investigate  their  deliberations. 
It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  committee  that  after 
giving  the  matter  a  thorough  consideration,  under 
the  altered  circumstances  of  the  cu-^e  which  the  offer 
of  the  Federal  Government  brouglit  about,  it  is  to 
their  credit  that  they  did  change  their  minds.  But  if 
they  had  reported  back  to  the  Council  against  the 
widening,  still  that  action  does  not  bind  the  Council. 
It  is  our  experience  every  evening  to  refer  back  to 
the  committees  reports  which  have  been  handed  in 
by  them.  It  is  the  members  of  the  Council  who  are 
the  judges  of  matters  which  are  brought  up  for  their 
consideration. 

The  committee  have  never  reported  against  it,  and 
even  if  they  did  it  would  not  bind  us.  The  only  re- 
port we  have  had  is  in  favor  of  the  v^'idening;  but  it 
is  proposed  to  send  the  argument  that  the  committee 
were  opposed  to  the  matter,  to  Washington,  false  as 
it  is,  to  lay  before  the  Government  in  answer  to  its 
generous  offer  to  improve  and  beautify  this  section 
of  our  city. 

It  seems  that  the  chief  fault  the  opposition  have 
found  with  the  measure  is  that  in  the  communication 
which  the  postmaster  sent  in  to  the  Council  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  General  Government  at  one  time 
contemplated  taking  the  whole  square,  surrounded 
as  it  was  by  these  narrow  streets,  and  plans  were 
drawn  and  photographs  of  the  elevations  sent  on  to 
this  city. 

But  that  in  no  way  injures  the  general  character  of 
that  letter,  for  this  reason:  Those  plans  were  drawn 
before  the  fire;  before  the  experience  A'hich  cost  us 
so  dearly,  and  which  the  General  Government  pro- 
poses to  profit  by  if  we  do  not.  They  did  intend  to 
take  the  whole  square,  and  would  had  they  not  seen 
in  the  fire  a  practical  warning  of  the  danger  of  plac- 
ing so  costly  a  building  in  such  a  poi^ition.  JSJow 
they  say,  we  will  not  put  up  this  building  unless  the 
'streets  are  wide  enough  to  render  it  safe  to  do  so. 

Another  argument  against  the  improvement  is  that 
it  is  made  a  condition  of  the  General  Government 
before  they  will  extend  the  Post  Ofhce.  This  should 
not  deter  us.  If  we  have  been  slow  to  recognize  the 
'lessons  of  the  fire  we  ought  not  to  disregard  the  les- 
sons of  the  General  Government,  because  they  were 
acute  enough  and  wise  enough  to  detect  the  danger, 
and  tried  to  prevent  us  from  building  a  monument 
to  our  own  folly  by  continuing  these  narrow  streets 
and  avenues. 

Then  there  is  the  old  bugbear  of  the  injunction 
from  the  Supreme  Court,  which  was  darkly  hinted  at 
here  at  the  last  meeting.  It  was  the  first  time  it  had 
been  brought  in  here  tnis  year.  The  last  time  before 
this  that  the  bugbear  was  brought  in  was  when 
the  question  of  opening  the  Public  Library  on  Sunday 
was  under  discussion.  We  were  then  threatened 
with  injunctions  from  the  Supreme  Court,  but  in  the 
face  of  it  we  passed  the  order  and  we  have  not  yet 
seen  the  injunction  and  never  shall.  And;  in  this 
case  no  injunction  will  ever  be  granted  if  we  pass  the 
order.  If  we  say  it  is  a  work  of  necessity  the  Su- 
preme Court  will  never  interfere  with  us.  It  is  a 
matter  of  broad  and  liberal  policy,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  its  validity  and  no  danger  of  its  being 
called  in  question,  for  if  we  pass  the  order  we  are  the 
judges  of  its  necessity. 

It  is  sad  to  interfere  as  we  must  with  the  vested 
rights  of  individuals.  It  is  sad  to  be  obliged  to  take 
from  the  Simmons  estate,  a  property  which  is  held  in 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  a  certain  class  of  our  citizens 
who  stand  greatly  in  need  of  those  benefits.  It  is  sad 
to  take  from  the  Bost(m  Post,  one  of  the  best  of  our 
leading  newspapers,  the  quarters  which  have  been  so 
conveniently  fitted  up  for  its  different  departments. 
But  it  is  so  in  every  street  widening.  "We  must  over- 
look everything  for  the  public  good,  and  we  are  not 
to  serve  private  interests  to  the  detriment  of  the 
general  welfare.  But  we  allow  a  fair  price  for  every 
foot  of  land  we  take.  And  the  law  gives  to  all  dis- 
satisfied with  our  awards  the  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
with  double  or  treble  the  amount  of  damages,  if  it 
can  be  made  to  appear  that  justice  demands  it.  The 
argument  that  we  are  doing  a  private  wrong  to  ob- 
tain a  public  good  does  not  hold.  It  is  our  duty  to 
secure  the  public  good  at  all  proper  expense.  It  can 
hardly  fail  that  in  all  great  public  improvements  like 
this,  private  interests  must  be  subservient  to  the 
public  welfare. 


The  proposed  substitute,  it  seems,  would  place  us 
in  a  very  peculiar  light  in  Washington,  inasmuch  as 
it  contains  several  false  statements.  The  language 
of  the  substitute  is  as  follows: 

'•Whereas,  The  United  States  has  made  an  appro- 
priation for  the  extension  of  the  new  Post  Office, 
conditioned,  in  addition  to  other  things,  upon  the 
widening  of  Water  street,  upon  which  the  Post  Office 
was  erected,  without  requesting  that  the  street  be 
widened  and  without  setting  the  building  back  from 
the  line  thereof,  thus  determining  that  the  width  of 
the  street  is  snllicient  for  the  use  of  said  building  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended." 

Now  does  that  show  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment agrees  that  the  street  is  wide  enough?  It  does 
show  that  they  did  not  think  much  about  the  widen- 
ing originally.  It  shows  by  their  action  and  by  the 
conditional  appropriation,  that  since  the  fire  they  do 
not  consider  it  wide  enough  for  safety.  And  further, 
it  says,  "And  whereas  the  city  of  Boston  is  expend- 
ing millions  of  dollars  for  the  widening  of  other 
streets  leading  to  and  about  said  Government  build- 
ing to  facilitate  the  public  approaches  to  the  same." 

Now  it  seems  as  though  this  was  something  new. 
Are  we  spending  millions  of  dollars  in  widening  the 
approaches  to  the  Post  Office'?  It  is  not  and 
cannot  truthfully  be  said  that  we  are  spend- 
ing those  millions  in  widening  the  approaches 
to  the  Post  Office.  The  streets  would  have 
been  widened  just  the  same  if  the  Post  Office  had 
been  at  the  South  End  or  on  the  Back  Bay. 

We  have  never  had  any  report  from  the  committee 
that  they  opposed  the  project,  and  the  statement  that 
it  was  opposed  in  the  committee  room  is  nothing  to 
us.  What  they  recommended  in  their  report  may  be 
binding  to  them,  but  is  not  binding  on  us. 

In  regard  to  the  question  whether  we  shall  have 
the  Post  Office  in  case  we  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  made  by  the  United  States  Government, 
the  Government  have  made  this  an  alternative,  and  it 
is  fair  to  presume  that  they  will  keep  their  word.  It 
has  been  asserted,  upon  the  authority  of  persons 
who  have  been  on  to  Washington  in  relation  to  this 
very  matter,— the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  other  gentle- 
men— that  unless  the  conditions  are  complied 
with,  the  extension  will  not  be  made;  and  now 
for  us  to  still  claim  that  we  can ,  get  it  with- 
out does  not  seem  reasonable.  No  different  ap- 
propriation could  pass  Congress  until  Septem- 
ber, and  we  could  not  give  the  lines  for  rebuild- 
ing, and  thus  our  citizens  would  suft'er  in  both  ways 
from  delay.  Now  is  the  time  fm'  us  to  improve  on 
the  blunders  of  the  past.  We  have  not  built  large 
enough  in  the  past.  We  need  not  go  out  of  the  pres- 
ent hall  we  now  occupy  for  a  proof  of  this.  "When 
this  building  was  erected  many  objected  to  the  size, 
and  now  we  are  seeking  through  the  city  for  ajiart- 
mcuts  for  the  use  of  the  city  officers.  "When  the 
Beacon-Hill  Reservoir  was]  built  there  was  also  the 
same  objection  made  that  it  was  too  large,  and  now 
its  capacity  is  but  as  a  thimbleful  in  comparison 
with  the  increased  wants  of  the  city. 

We  build  too  small.  We  must  provide  for  an  im- 
mense municipal  increase,  and  when  we  have  such 
an  opportunity  forced  upon  us  as  the  fire  gave  us,  we 
ought  to  lay  out  our  streets  on  a  more  liberal  scale 
and  straighten  them.  It  does  seem  that  the  necessi- 
ty of  adopting  such  a  progressive  and  liberal  policy 
must  be  plain  to  us  all.  Of  the  convenience  which 
would  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  improvement 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  we  can  see  from  our  ex- 
perience of  the  great  fire  that  it  is  necessary  for  safe- 
ty. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  order  will  pass,  and 
there  can  be  no  better  monument  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment than  the  carrying  out  of  this  great  improve- 
m^ent. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  in  reply,  stated  that  he  en- 
tirely agreed  with  the  gentleman  in  his  statements  in 
regard  to  the  law.  If  the  City  Council  passes  this 
order  he  did  not  see  how  the  Supreme  Court  could 
issue  an  injunction,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
must  have  misunderstood  his  remarks  the  other 
evening  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  the  point  on 
which  he  claimed  that  an  injunction  could  be  issued 
was  that  the  true  intent  of  the  widening  did  not 
appear  in  the  order.  If  it  should  appear  that  Water 
street  was  w'dened  for  the  convenience  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  an  injunction  could  be  obtained 
against  the  city,  as  no  such  improvement  could  be 
made  by  law  unless  the  public  convenience  and 
necessity  required  it. 

Referring  again  to  the  record  that  the  Committee 
on  Streets  had  once  concluded  that  the  widening  of 
Water  street  was  unnecessary,  and  also  to  the  action 
of  the  Street  Commissioners,  Mr.  Bean  said  that 
the  matter  was  undoubtedly  a  matter  of  opinion,  and 
he  thought  that  they  were  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  it  was    necessary,  in    the    light  of  what  had 
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been  done,  and  what  needed  to  be  completed.  He 
should  think  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  if 
they  opposed  this  order,  had  read  Artemus  Ward,  his 
book,  wherein  he  describes  his  visit  to  Boston,  when 
every  one  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  the  great  organ. 
He  did  n't  know  but  that  they  had  some  of  that 
sort  of  vanity  left  and  wanted  a  great  post  othce.  He 
would  like  to  see  the  Post  Office,  and  would  be  glad 
to  do  anything  that  would  aid  the  project  that  it  was 
in  his  power  to  do.  But  this  land  could  not  be  given 
to  the  General  Government  any  better  than  they 
could  give  it  to  the  Adams  Express  Company. 

While  they  did  want  wide  thoroughfares,  it  \yas 
absolutely  necessary  to  cut  their  garment  according 
to  the  cloth,  and  also  remember  that  the  private  par- 
ties who  had  remonstrated  against  this  matter  were 
gentlemen  who  were  liable  to  pay  part  of  the  taxes, 
and  it  was  their  right  to  caution  them  in  their  action, 
and  their  advice  should  be  respectfully  received. 
They  had  already  a  string  of  widenings  for  other 
streets  to  be  paid  for,  and  he  did  n't  think  he  would 
be  the  iirst  to  urge  extreme  parsimony  on  the  part  of 
the  city,  but  he  did  n't  want  to  blot  out  the  city  of 
Boston  entirely.  As  to  the  extension  or  completion 
of  the  Post  Office,  he. submitted  that  no  sane  man 
believed  that  it  would  not  be  done  whether  Water 
street  was  widened  or  not.  On  a  portion  of  Water 
street  it  was  all  built,  and  on  Devonshire  the  whole 
front  was  already  up. 

Besides  that.  General  Burt  had  said  that  he  must 
have  more  room  than  was  now  to  be  had  in  the  new 
.  building,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  as  large  as  the  area 
of  the  Old  South  property  which  he  now  occupies. 
There  could  be  no  valid  reason  given  why  the  city 
should  impose  this  additional  tax  of  .|;20,0U0  annually 
on  the  people  who  would  soon  have  an  interest  ac- 
count of  three  millions.  To  those  gentlemen  who 
could  not  see  why  he  should  be  in  favor  of  taking  the 
triangular  piece  of  land  in  Congress  street,  he  thought 
it  was  very  plain  that  it  was  for  the  public  good  that 
it  should  be  done.  If  it  were  not  taken  they  would 
have  another  Scollay's  Building  plan,  for  which  he 
■wovxld  never  vote. 

As  for  the  dark  insinuations  against  Ben  Butler, 
Cape  Ann  Granite  rings,  and  so  forth,  he  knew  noth- 
ing about  it.  He  thought,  for  one,  that  the  city  of 
Boston  was  very  largely  indebted  to  that  perscn 
known  as  Ben  Butler,  for  certain  proceedings  in  re- 
lation to  insurance  companies.  General  Burt's  am- 
bition for  the  good  of  the  public  was  not  a  thing  that 
should  be  despised,  and  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  ring 
probably  managed  its  affairs  well.  It  was  no  preju- 
dice from  this  "quarter  that  atfected  his  mind.  It 
was  simply  a  matter  of  public  necessity  and  conven-  . 
ience.  and  nothing  else,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
should  be  passed  in  the  face  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  that  the  city  has  no  right  to  give  aid 
to  private  parties,  even  though  well  secured,  and  on 
that  point  he  would  not  sell  his  birthright.  In  the 
whole  thing  there  was  the  voice  of  Jacob  and  the 
hand  of  Esau.  As  a  branch  of  the  City  Government, 
they  should  discharge  their  duty  like  men,  and  utter- 
ly disregard  whatever  did  not  refer  to  the  public  con- 
venience and  necessity.  He  hoped  the  substitute 
would  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  1.3  proposed  to  come  back  to  the 
subject  of  the  widening  of  Water  street,  after  going 
all  round  the  country.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
improvement  is  of  great  importance,  and  as  is  itsual 
there  is  much  opposition.  There  are  many  argu- 
ments against  it,  but  in  his  opinion  there  were  more 
in  favor  of  it,  and  that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of 
this  opportunity.  When  the  Post  Office  was  finished 
and  occupied  Water  street  would  become  a  great 
business  centre,  and  the  outlet  to  the  streets  con- 
verging towards  this  centre,  and  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  wide  streets  in  this  locality. 
Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  said  it  might  seem  al- 
most superfluous  to  add  anything  to  what  has 
already  been  said  upon  this  subject.  It  has  been 
claimed  that  our  jurisdiction  does  not  allow  us  to  do 
this  work.  He  thought  that  this  was  a  mistake.  The 
proposed  action  was  based  on  the  fact  that  the  pub- 
lic convenience  and  safety  require  it.  The  fact 
that  the  Boston  Post  will  be"  damaged — while  we  may 
personally  regret  it — should  not  interfere  with  our 
consideration  of  the  public  welfare.  The  matter  is 
strictly  one  of  private  interest  which  we  are  not  to 
consider  here.  The  public  convenience  and 
necessity  is  the  prime  law  and  rises  above  all  private 
interests.  Every  man  who  owns  property  in  a  muni- 
cipality holds  it  under  the  condition  that  his  rights 
are  subject  to  the  municipal  law,  provided  that  law  is 
exercised  within  the  proper  scope  of  its  authority. 
While  many  are  made  rich  under  the  workings  of  the 
law  in  regard  to  street  imjjrovements,  scarcely  any 
fail  to  receive  a  proper  remuneration. 

And  in  case  the  property  holder  is  dissatisfied  he 
has  his  remedy  in  tha  courts,  where  private  Individ 


uals  generally  have  an  advantage  over  corporations. 
Although  having  no  extravagant  admiration  for  Gen- 
eral Burt,  who  was  not  bis  ideal  of  a  hero  in  war  or 
in  peace,  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  has  shown  a 
persistent  energy  in  tiiis  matter  of  providing  us  with 
proper  postal  facilities,  which  demands  our  respect- 
ful consideration  on  this  question  of  meeting  the  de- 
mands of  the  General  Government.  His  statement 
of  the  case  has  never  been  successfully  answered. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  anything  of  a  personal 
nature  has  been  brought  into  this  discussion.  The 
matter  should  be  decided  solely  on  its  merits.  The 
objection  has  been  made  and  urged  with  a  great  deal 
of  ingenuity  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  IS^that  there 
has  already  been  an  adjudication  by  the  Street  Com- 
mittee on  this  question.  But  here  is  the  report,  which 
speaks  for  itself;  and  if  we  allow  outside  considera- 
tions to  influence  us  in  our  decision,  we  are  not  act- 
ing in  accordance  with  our  oaths  to  regard  only  the 
public  good. 

There  is  nothing  more  common  than  for  individuals 
to  change  their  minds,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that 
a  change  of  opinion  made  from  experience  gained  is 
the  best.  In  law  the  latest  decision  is  always  con- 
sidered the  best.  There  is  a  story  told  of  a  judge 
who  was  told  that  his  ruling  was  dift'erent  from  what 
it  was  two  hours  before.  His  answer  was  that  two 
hours  ago  he  was  wrong,  but  that  now  he  knew  he 
was  right. 

Assuming  that  there  had  been  a  former  adjudica- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  committee,  the  report  they 
give  now  is  entitled  to  all  the  more  weiglit,  and  for 
this  reason.  There  would  have  been  m  their  minds 
a  judicial  bias  in  favor  of  the  position  they  had  be- 
fore taken,  and  it  requires  very  forcible  reasons  to 
overcome  that  strong  prejudice  and  bias  which  it  is 
natural  for  every  person  to  entertain  in  behalf  of  his 
old  opinion. 

The  General  Government  has  been  appealed  to  by 
our  Postmaster  to  give  additional  postal  facilities  for 
the  city  of  Boston.  They  in  answer  to  our  request 
do  not  dictate  to  us  what" to  do,  do  not  command  us 
to  widen  Water  street  for  the  benefit  of  the  Post 
Office,  but  simply  say  that  this  appropriation  shall 
not  be  paid  until  the  widening  is  made.  ISow  there 
is  no  dictation  about  that;  there  is  no  command 
about  it;  it  does  not  ignore  the  question  that  this 
improvement  may  be  for  the  convenience  of  our  cit- 
izens, and  there  was  no  ground  for  the  assertion  that 
Water  street  was  to  be  widened  simply  for  the  benS- 
flt  of  the  Post  Office.  Under  the  circmnstances  this 
is  greatly  advantageous  to  the  city -for  two  reasons. 
It  has  not  been  shown  here  tonight  that  on  the  mer- 
its of  the  question  AVater  street  should  not  be  wid- 
ened. Other  streets  have  been  widened  at  an  ex- 
pense with  which  the  cost  of  this  improvement  in 
comparison  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle.  Tue  sole 
condition  made  by  the  General  Government  is  that 
we  shall  expend  the  amount  in  that  way,  but  they  do 
not  demand  it. 

The  second  reason  why  this  measure  should  pass  is 
that  there  is  no  question  at  all  but  that  the  erection 
of  a  spacious  Post  Office  would  be  greatly  to  the  con- 
venience of  this  community.  If  thesi7ie  qua  won  is  the 
widening  of  Water  street,  then  by  that  widening  we 
not  only  secure  a  good  thing  in  itself,  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted is  desirable,  but  we  secure  another  great  ben- 
efit in  an  enlarged  and  spacious  Post-Office  building. 
In  regard  to  the  condition,  having  been  attached  at 
the  suggestion  of  General  Burt  or  General  Butler,  or 
some  one  who  it  is  claimed  is  interested  in  furnishing 
the  granite  for  the  building;  now,  assuming  that 
such  is  the  case  that  is  nothing  we  have  anything  to 
do  with,  but  if  it  should  weigh  at  all  in  the  minds  of 
any  one  it  seems  that  the  answer  to  it  would  be,  that 
in  case  these  gentlemen  who  were  trying  to  push  the 
matter  through  were  interested  in  furnishing  the  ma- 
terial, they  would  not  have  had  any  condition  attach- 
ed to  the  appropriation,  because  the  only  way  in  which 
they  would  make  their  money  is  in  the  erection  of  the 
building.  This  theory  is  an  improbable  one.  They 
would  be  working  contrary  to  their  own  interest.  It 
is  admitted  that  if  we  widen  Water  street  we  should 
secure  a  post  office  costing  $4,000,000.  If  the  im- 
provement should  not  be  carried  out,  then  the  Gen- 
eral Government  could  carry  on  its  business  in  more 
contracted  quarters,  and  the  revenue  would  probably 
be  about  the  same  to  the  United  States,  and  we 
should  be  the  greatest  sufferers  from  the  inconvenience 
This  is  where  the  matter  stands.  The  General 
Government  is  apparently  not  at  all  anxious  to  build 
this  Post  Office.  We  apply  to  the  Government  for 
better  postal  arrangements,  and  they  reply  by  mak- 
ing this  proposition,  if  we  do  not  do  it,  no  man  here 
can  say  that  we  are  going  to  have  the  Post  Office. 
The  conditions  imposed  are  nearly  the  same  as  those 
imposed  upon  every  large  city  in  the  country,  the 
only  dilference,  perhaps,  being  that  in  the  case  of 
other  cities  the  conditions  have  been  more  severe. 
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.  Those  who  believe  the  Post  Office  will  be  built  if 
we  refuse  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment are  referred  to  the  case  of  New  York,  where  the 
old  Post  Office  stood  for  years,  until  that  city  was 
glad  to  accept  a  new  one  on  almost  any  terms.  The 
matter  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  gentle- 
man lioped  it  would  also  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  agreed  thai  the  only  ques- 
tion was  as  to  the  paramount  necessity  oi  the  widen- 
ing of  Water  street,  though  a  large  pcution  of  the 
arguments  liad  been  devoted  to  donhi.s  as  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Post  Office  unless  the  widening  was 
made.  Mr.  Pickering  then  read  from  General  Burt's 
letter,  as  follows: 

"But  it  is  objected  that  the  Government  did  not 
originally  intend  to  have  the  Post  Office  lai'ger  thau 
the  ground  the  present  building  covers.  Why  is  this 
plan  now  changed?  Thi.s  is  entirely  a  mistake.  It 
has  been  the  intention  from  the  beginning  to  secure 
the  whole  square,  and  the  Government  would  not 
have  purchased  what  they  did  except  wi_th  this  view. 
Designs  and  plans  for  the  building  were  prepared  in 
1868,  and  I  send  photographic  copies  of  the  new 
fronts  for  joth  Water  and  Milk  streets,  made 
at  that  time.  They  cover  the  entire  block 
bounded  by  Devonshire,  Milk,  Congress  and 
Water  streets.  The  opportunity,  it  was  expected, 
wotild  come  for  purchasing  the  rest  of  the  site,  as  the 
buildings  should  be  taken  down  to  rebuild,  and  this 
has  only  been  hastened,  but  not  prematurely,  by  the 
destruction  of  the  remainder  of  the  block  by  fire. 
The  best  evidence  of  the  original  intention  of  the 
Government  is  found  in  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing itself.  Why  are  the  two  huge  porches  or  pavil- 
ions built  upon  the  extreme  lower  portion  of  the 
building?  They  are  the  central  entrances,  as  shown 
upon  the  original  designs  for  Water  and  Milk  streets, 
and  in  any  other  view  are  an  architectural  monstrosi- 
ty.    This  all  can  see  and  appreciate." 

This,  he  claimed,  was  strong  proof  enough  of  what 
the  original  intention  of  the  Government  was,  and 
fully  answered  many  of  the  objections  which  had 
been  made  to  the  pas^sage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  fi  said  he  was  tinwilling  to 
have  this  question  go  to  a  vote  without  referring  to 
one  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and  that 
was  in  regard  to  what  the  Street  Committee  said 
O'lont  it  some  weeks  ago.  He  thought  if  the  Post 
0.:m  t  v.'".".  to  be  extended,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
lor  the  pab-iC  necessity  that  Water  street  should  be 
widened,  and  he  was  free  to  say  that  if  it  was  not  to 
be  enlargea  he  would  jot  vote  to  widen  Water  street. 
He  believed  if  we  did  not  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  Government  that  the  Post  Office  would  not  be 
enlarged,  -and  therefore  he  would  not  agree  to  take 
the  flat-iron  piece  of  land  referred  to,  and  he  would 
therefore  vote  a;  ainst  the  substitute  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from'Ward  12. 

Mr.  B'lyuji  of  Ward  7  remarked  that  the  minority 
of  the  committee,  who  so  earnestly  opposed  the 
project,  would  be  obliged  "o  vote  against  the  resolve 
offered  by  Mr.  Dean  because  they  would  be  stultify- 
ing themselves,  having  once  reported  that  the  public 
safety  and  convenience  do  not  require  either  the  wid- 
ening of  Water  street  or  the  taking  of  the  triangular 
parcel  of  land  on  Congress  street,  did  they  vote  for 
one  and  against  the  other. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  regretted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  did  not  introduce  his  resolve  so  that  it 
should  apply  as  a  substitute  for  the  order  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee;  if  he  had  done  so  I  should 
be  willing  to  vote  for  it,  but  as  I  have  twice  reported 
that  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  take  the  tri- 
angular piece  for  a  street,  and  his  substitute  favors 
it,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vott  against  it. 

It  is  argued  that,  the  triangle  will  maK"  another 
Scollay's  building,  which  I  do  not  think  will  be  the 
case  as  it  will  be  surrounded  by  streets  fifty  and  seven- 
ty feet  wide,  which  will  make  it  a  very  valuable  piece 
of  property,  from  which  the  city  will  be  able  to  col- 
lect a  large  amount  in  taxes. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  substitute  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  order,  which  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  passed,  in  concurrence,  by  a  vote  of  31  yeas  to  25 
nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Adams,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Boardmau,  Bren- 
nan,  Burditt,  Burt,  Collins,  Cudwoith,  Darrow,  N. 
Doherty,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Hall,  Harrington, 
Hine,  Holmes,  Lamb,  Madden,  Mahan,  McCne,  Morse, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Prescott.  Bisteen,  Tower,  Train, 
Upham,  Whiston,  Woodward. 

Nays— Abbott,  Anderson,  Bicknell,  Bowles,  Brack- 
ett.  Caton,  Dacey,  Dean.  Flatley.  Flynn,  Hughes, 
Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Marston,  Martin, 
McKenney,  Page,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Thacher,  Warren, 
Wells,  Woods. 


Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  G  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  passing  the  order,  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
tling this  question  at  once. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  an  assignment  of  the 
reconsideration  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council, 
at  8  o'clock,  which  was  losi,  by  a  vote  of  2.^  to  27- 

Mr.  Sh.iw  of  Ward  5  said  he  had  not  intended  to 
speak  on  this  subject  tonight,  and  would  not  have 
done  so  but  for  the  disposition  to  foice  the  question 
when  there  were  many  members  absent.  The  whole- 
sale widening  of  streets  unnecessarily,  reminded  him 
of  a  Golfstown  muster,  yeiirs  ago,  when  some  old 
•  people  who  lodued  in  a  buruii  ground  on  their  way  to 
muster,  starting  tip  early,  were  told  to  go  back,  as  it 
was  not  a  general  resurrection  but  a  Goffstown  mus- 
ter. So  there  was  no  call  for  a  general  reconstruction 
of  streets,  and  when  the  location  of  the  Post  Office 
was  determined  upon,  the  Postmaster  did  not  ask  for 
the  widening  of  Water  street.  The  Postmaster  then 
supposed  that  School  street  would  some  time  be 
widened,  and  that  the  Carter  Block,  between  Water 
street  and  Spnng  lane,  would  be  removed  to  give  a 
good  view  of  the  Post  Office;  and  so  far  as  related  to 
the  extension  of  the  Post  Office,  he  had  heard  him 
say  before  a  legislative  committee  that  it  would  be 
extended  in  any  event,  whether  the  streets  were 
widened  or  not.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  charged 
a  member  of  a  former  Board  of  Aldermen  with  prevent- 
ing the  widening  of  Devonshire  street;  but,  without 
using  personalities,  there  were  other  sons-in-law  who 
opposed  street  widenings  which  affected  the  property 
of  fathers-in  law.  For  these  reasons  he  opposed  the 
■  taking  the  vote  on  the  question  tonight. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  raised  a  question  of  order, 
whether  under  the  rules,  the  passage  of  this  order  did 
not  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Mr.  Dean  proceeded  to  explain  his  point  of  order, 
by  reading  the  order  as  of  anomalous  character,  it 
being  an  order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  present  resolves  and  orders. 

Mr.  Perkins  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  was  not  stating  his  point  of  order,  but 
making  a  harangue  in  relation  to  a  vote  already 
passed. 

Mr.  Dean  replied  that  he  was  making  the  explana- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  point  of  order, 
and  giving  reasons  why  he  believed  the  order  had  not 
passed.  "  :.  : 

The  Chair  being  called  upon  to  rule,  decided  that 
the  gentleman  appeared  to  be  making  a  statement  of 
his  point  of  order,  and  hoped  he  would  be  as  brief  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Dean,  in  further  explanation,  stated  that  under 
the  law  in  relation  to  street  widenings  a  two-thirds 
vote  was  required. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  order  was  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  street  widening,  but  only  an  expression 
of  opinion,  which  the  Street  Commissioners  might 
obey  or  not;  they  may  or  maynot  report  upon  it,  and 
neither  the  Commissioners  nor  the  Council  would  be 
bound  by  it. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  S  rose  for  information,  as  to 
whether  there  was  any  appropriation  for  the  laying 
out  of  the  street,  for  "if  not  it  must  pass  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote.  There  had  been  no  loan  made  as  yet  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  that  this  was  but  a  request,  and 
no  money  was  called  for,  and  accordingly  the  ques- 
tion raised  was  premature. 

Mr.  M  ahan  of  Ward  5  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  V  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  was  lost— 22  to  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  main  question,  and  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  by  a  vote  of  30  to  22,  as  follows ; 

Yeas— Adams,  Blackmar,  Blciler,  Boardman,  Bren- 
nan,  Burditt,  Burt.  Collins,  Cudworth,  Darrow,  N. 
Doherty,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Hall,  Harrington, 
Hine,  Holmes,  Lamb,  Madden,  Mahan,  McCue, 
Pease,  PerKins,  Prescott,  Tower,  Train,  Upham, 
Weston,  Whiston,  Woodward. 

Nays— Abbott,  Anderson,  Bicknell,  Brackett,  Ca- 
ton, Dacey,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hughes,  Jones, 
Kelley,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Marston,  Martin,  McKen- 
ney, Page,  Shaw,  Warren,,  Wells,  Woods. 

On  the  question  of  reconsideration,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Page,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
reconsideration  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  25  yeas  to  28 
nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Abbott,  Anderson,  Bicknell,  Brackett,  Caton, 
Dacey,  Dean,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hughes, 
Jonei,  Kelley,  Kingsley.  Loring,  Blarston,  Martin, 
McKenney,  Page,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Warren,  Wells, 
Woods. 

Nays — Adams.  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Bren- 
nan,  Burditt,  Burt,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Darrow,  N. 
Doherty,  Edwards,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hine,  Holmes, 
Lamb,  Madden,  Mahan,  McCue,  Pease,  Perkins,  Pres- 
cott, Tower,  Train,  Upham,  Whiston,  Woodward. 
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PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

S.  C.  Field  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  addi- 
tion to  a  building  on  Ninth  street,  near  Old  Harbor 
street.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

William  HoUiday,  to  be  compensated  for  damages 
done  to  land  on  Huntingdon  avenjie,  overflowed  by 
act  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Claims. 

A.  Folsom  and  others,  that  the  curb  stones  be  laid 
and  gutters  jjaved  in  Longwood  avenue. 

John  McGreevy  and  others,  for  the  laying  of  curb 
stones  and  grading  of  gutters  in  Prentiss  street. 

Severally  ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mitteess  on  Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Captain  M.  J.  Dunn,  C:ompany  B,  Ninth 
Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  for  an  increase  in  the  allowance 
for  rent  of  armory  of  said  company,  made  a  report 
recommending  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  leave  to  withdraw,  severally,  on 
petitions  of  the  Everett  National  Bank  to  be  com- 
pensated for  the  destruction  of  personal  property  by 
gunpowder  during  the  fire  of  the  i)th  November  "last; 
of  Josephine  Leary,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington 
street;  of  W.  L.  Lothrop,  to  be  compensated  for  loss 
of  property  in  the  fire  of  November  9th,  on  account 
of  the  action  of  police  oliicers  in  preventing  the  re- 
moval of  said  property :  of  R.  A.  Upton  &  Sons,  to  be 
compensated  for  injuries  to  their  property  by  an  al- 
leged defect  in  St.  James  street;  of  John  H.  Currier, 
to  be  compensated  for  damages  caused  by  the  alleged 
neglect  of  the  city  to  remove  from  his  house  a  person 
sick  with  smallpox.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  "act 
to  enable  the  city  of  Boston  to  make  and  issue  its 
bonds  for  certain  purposes,"  made  a^report,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  expentes  incurred  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  3fi4  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872, 
entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  city  of  Boston  to 
make  and  issue  its  bonds  for  certain  purposes,"  and 


also  the  expenses  incurred  in  defending  the  suit  of 
Lowell  and  others,  petitioners  against  the  city  of 
Boston,  be  allowed  and  paid  upon  the  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims;  the  whole  amount  of  said  ex- 
penses, not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $4302  60,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

OEDEBS. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  Committee  on  Armories,  offered 
an  order  that  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  author- 
ized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  .fSOO  for  furnish- 
ing a  gun  rack  and  for  repairs  on  tlie  armory  of  Co. 
A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M. ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories.    Read  once. 

Many  of  the  members  being  absent  in  the  ante- 
room, on  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  roll  was  called, 
and  forty-two  members  were  shown  to  be  present. 

Ml.  Wells  offered  an  order  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  one  from  each  ward, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $21,000,  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  Incidental  Expenses.  Read 
once. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order  that 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to  amend 
section  eight  of  the  ordinance  governing  the  Fire 
Department,  by  striking  out  the  word  "January," 
and  inserting  the  words  "before  the  1st  of  March," 
as  the  time  for  making  the  report  of  the  Chief-En- 
gineer of  the  Fire  Department.  In  explanation,  he 
said  that  when  the  ordinance  was  framed  the  report 
was  required  to  be  made  up  to  September.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — 

An  order  was  read  once,  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  John  Galvin  the  sum  of  .$ .lOO.  for  expenses  in- 
curred as  Superintendent  of  the  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Squares,  under  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.;  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common,  etc. 

Before  the  business  of  the  Council  was  concluded, 
Mr.  Wells  raised  an  objection  to  parties  smoking  at 
the  door  of  the  anteroom  causing  the  smoke  to  enter 
the  Council  Chamber,  whereupon  the  President  or- 
dered the  door  to  be  closed. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Boai'd  of  Aklermen, 

APRIL    14,    1878. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  tlie  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  two  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

,     APPOINTMENTS    MADE    AND   CONFIRMED. 

Constable — Joseph  V.  Dudley. 

Undertaker — Timothy  Daley. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Samuel  Plosea,  Jr. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay — William  M. 
Jenks  for  Union  and  Blackstone  streets,  Haymarket 
square  and  its  vicinity;  Edward  McDonnell  for  St. 
Mary's  Catholic  Church,  South  Boston;  George  W. 
Randall  for  Temple  place  and  West  street;  George 
Splller  for  North  street  and  its  vicinity;  George  R. 
Richards  at  Freeman's  National  Bank;  William  H. 
Howe  for  Charles  street  and  its  vicinity;  John  Cotton 
for  Hanover  square;  George  E.  Hicks  for  Pemberton 
square  and  its  vicinity;  Charles  A.  Dodge  for  Frank- 
lin and  Chauncy  streets;  F.  Haskins  and  J.  P.  Tay- 
lor,Tremont  Market;  Michael  Killion  Alleghany  street 
and  its  vicinity;  Samuel  Tarbox,  Grand  Junction 
wharves;  Lewis  F.  Rogers,  Beacon,  Marlborough, 
Fairfield  and  Gloucester  streets. 

Richard  Sisson,  James  Gilfeather,  James  McBwen, 
Michael  Cronin,  Reuben  P.  Charters,  Christopher 
Sweeney,  Loring  Gardner,  William  K.  Dole,  at  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Station. 

H.  A.  McGlennen,  William  Riley,  Andrew  Willcutt, 
at  Boston  Theatre;  Isaac  D.  Dane,  Foster's  Wharf 
and  its  vicinity;  Patrick  Falvey,  National  Dock  and 
Warehouse  and  its  vicinity;  Charles  Greenfield,  same 
district;  James  Shandon,  at  Liverpool  wharf;  GSard- 
ner  S:  Cheeney,  Onion  street  audits  vicinity;  Chaun- 
cy W.  Littlefield,  Union  Freight  Railroad;  George 
H.  Merguire,  Longwood  paik;  W.  W.  Hatch,  Bos- 
ton, Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Depot;  Chester  R. 
Merrill,  Sears  Building;  W.  P.  Jarvis,  Chauncy  street 
and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Arthur  Deady,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Buttonwood  street,  near  Mount  Ver- 
non street,  Ward  l(j. 

Hannah  Barnes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  three  horses  on  Mount  Vernon  street,  near 
Boston  street.  Ward  l(j. 

Eliza  J.  Ellington,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Codman  park,  near  Townsend 
street.  Ward  14. 

James  Corinaughton.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Dorchester  avenue,  near 
Savin-Hill  avenue. 

Ebenezer  C.  Gordon,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  the  corner  of  Thornton  street 
and  place. 

Charles  H.  Baste,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Fifth  street,  rear  No.  278. 

Joseph  Hill,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Bennington  street,  rear  No.  180. 

Lucy  E.  Farrington  and  others,  against  the  pro- 
posed erection  of  a  stable  on  Warren  street. 

S.  K.Williams,  Jonathan  Mason  and  others,  against 
the  erection  of  a  stable  on  B  street,  near  Athens 
Btreet. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Heath,  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Thomas  F.  Temple  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Wal- 
nut street.  Ward  16. 

F.  J.  Humphrey  and  others,  for  the  extension  of  the 
common  sewer  in  Adams  street  as  far  as  Park  street. 

Thomas  Gogln  for  a  sewer  in  Eighth  street  from 
Old  Harbor  to  G  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

A.  Folsom  and  others,  that  Longwood  avenue  be 
put  in  order. 

John  McGreevy  and  others,  that  Prentiss  street  be 
paved,  etc. 

Piatt  &  Wentworth  and  others,  that  Pynchon 
street  be  paved,  from  Heath  street  to  Tremont  street. 

E.  W.  Ridgway  and  others,  that  Prospect  street  be 
repaved  with  wood. 

James  Lee,  Jr.,  and  others,  that  Commonwealth 
avenue,  between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets, 
be  put  in  order. 

Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Ferry,  that  the  Bast- 
em  avenue  may  be  put  in  order. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

John  Roessle,  for  additional  compensation  for  land 
and  buildings  taken  for  widening  Pynchon  street. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 


A.  L.  White  and  some  seventy  firms  and  others, 
that  the  opening  of  the  extension  of  Washington 
street  may  be  extended  one  year.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Company  F.  First  Infantry,  for  a  new  armory.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Armories. 

The  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  respect- 
fully petitions  to  be  allowed  to  hold  one  or  more  ex- 
hibitions of  plants  and  flowers  during  the  coming 
summer,  upon  such  portion  of  the  Common  or  Pub- 
lic Garden  as  may  be  suitable. 

W.  C.  Story,  President,  H.  Hollis  Hunnewell,  Hen- 
ry Winthrop  Sargent,  Francis  Parkman,  Edward  S 
Rand,  Jr. ,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  William  Gray,  Jr. 
committee.  ' 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

REPORT  ON  THE  FRANKLIN  FUND. 

The  report  of  P.  U.  Tracy,  Treasurer  of  the  Frank- 
lin Fund,  showed  the  condition  of  the  fund  to  be  as 
follows: 

Balance  as  per  account  rendered  to  Jan.l,  1872  $160  911  15 
Interest  accrued 10,404  65 

rr,,  .  ...  $171,315  80 

This  amount  is  invested  as  follows: 

Deposited  in  Mass.  Hospital  Lite  Company $169  717  04 

"  Suffolk  Savings  Bank '547  55 

"          "  Provident  Institution  torSavings.  24121 

win.  Evans's  bond 240  00 

Jos.  T.Paget's  bond 270  00 

tree.  W.Harrison's  bond 300  00 

$171,315  80 
Referred  to  Aldermen  Hulbert  and  Gaffield. 

WIDENING    OF   LINCOLN    STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Lincoln  street  on 
its  westerly  side,  near  Summer  street,  by  taking  land 
belonging  to  Henry  Lee,  amounting  to  114  square 
feet,  more  or  less,  at  an  expense  of  $1;BOO. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

WIDENING    OF    PEARL,    CONGRESS    AND    MILK    STREETS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
f'ommissioners,  with  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  tak- 
ing of  a  parcel  of  land  situated  between  theproposed 
extension  of  Pearl  street,  Congress  street  and  Milk 
street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $112,010 

The  resolve  and  order  were  read  once,  and  were 
subsequently  passed,  and  a  motion  to  reconsider  re- 
jected. 

The  several  items  of  expense  are  as  follows:  James 

Jr.>?'H'.?in\^'*,^^"'^  •**'■<'«'*'  ^■'^4  square  feet  of  land. 
.t33,  $24,222;  damages,  pOO— $24,722.  James  Law- 
rence, Nos.  82  to  7(3  Milk  street,  3901  feet  $21  $81  - 
921:  damages,  $](i60—$83,.58].  Ellen  Stearns  No  84 
do.,  154  feet,  $23,  .$:^.542;  damages,  $16.5— ,$3707  To- 
';tal,  4789  feet   of  land,   $109,685:    damages,    $2325- 

■IP  J-  l^^UiU. 

WIDENING   OF   WATER   STREE'i'. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Water  street  ac- 
companying which  was  a  communication  in  which"  the 
Commissioners  state  that  thev  have  to  inform  the 
C  ouncil  that  Messrs.  Beal«,  Greene  &  Co  elect  to 
surrender  their  estate  from  which  land  is  taken  for 
this  widening,  as  by  law  is  provided  that  thev  may 

The  estimates  of  damages,  as  before  given  are  as 
as  follows:  °        ' 

Beals  Greene  &  Co.,  Nos,  28-36  Water  street,  965 
nn^*'  ?^^"'^X*'^'^'  *43,425;  damages  to  buildings,  $75,- 
000-total,  $118,425.  E.  A.  Wltite  and  others  trus- 
tees, Nos.  .38-50  do.,  2630  feet  of  land,  tm  $92  0,50  ■ 
damages  $1200— $93,250.  Total  number  of  feet  .3595' 
at  a  cost  of  $135,475;  damages  $76,200— $211  67.5      '    ' 

Alderman  Clark  called  for  a  second  reading  of  the 
■resolve  and  order. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pass, 
although  he  did  not  wish  again  to  go  over  the  ob- 
jections to  the  measure.  Much  had  been  said  of  late 
about  passing  important  matters  without  proper  con- 
sideration It  had  got  to  be  a  common  thing  to  have 
such  orders  read  twice  every  time,  and  it  was  a  cause  of 
comment  all  over  the  city.  This  was  a  case  of  the 
Greatest  importance,  and  should  only  be  passed  with 
the  utmost  deliberation.  He  believed  there  was  a 
cause  to  retrench  a  little  in  such  matters 

Alderman  Clark  characterized  objections  at  this 
time  as  simply  a  talk  against  time.  The  subject  had 
been  before  the  City  Council  for  the  last  four  weeks 
and  had  been  voted  and  acted  upon,  and  now  the 
passage  of  this  order  from  the  Street  Commissioners 
was  a  mere  matter  of  form.  The  objection  was  but 
a  mere  pretence,  for  the  subject  had  been  considered 
in  a  complete,  thorough  and  satisfactory  manner 
There  was  no  danger  of  hurrying,  and  if  the  Alder- 
man thought  so  he  deceived  himself.     The   question 
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before  them  was  simply  whether  they  should  concur 
or  not  in  the  report  of  the  Street  Commissioners. 

No  person  could  be  unmindful  of  the  importance 
of  having  the  streets  laid  out  immediately,  for  the 
assessors  would  soon  be  engaged  in  their  duties,  and 
it  was  of  great  conseqitence  whether  taxes  were  to 
be  assessed  upon  wide  or  narrow  streets.  There 
could  be  no  haste  in  the  matter,  for  the  question  had 
been  up  three  or  four  times,  and  it  had  passed  the 
Board  by  a  vote  of  9  to  3.  To  vote  again  would  be 
but  a  mere  form.  It  was  desirable  that  it  should  go 
to  the  Council  tobe  acted  upon  at  a  special  meeting, 
and  only  this  was  needed  to  complete  the  improve- 
ments on  the  entire  territory. 

Alderman  Power  inquired  if  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  pass  this  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  no  appropria- 
tion having  been  made  for  the  widening. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  happy  to  inform  the 
Alderman  that  it  would  not.  This  was  a  part  of  the 
territory  for  which  an  appropriation  has  been  made. 
The  question  raised  was  a  mere  pretext.  If  it  was 
supposed  that  the  Post  building  was  not  in  the 
burnt  district,  it  was  in  answer  that  the  building  was 
on  fire,  and  was  a  part  of  the  burnt  territory.  Money 
had  also  been  paid  in  a  similar  case  for  the  widening 
at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Summer  streets, 
on  a  building  which  was  not  burned  so  much  as  the 
tost  building. 

Alderman  "Power  said  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
Post  building  was  on  fire  at  all,  while  the  money  ap- 
vpropriated  was  solely  for  the  burnt  district. 

■  Alderman  Clark  replied  that  Mudge's  store,  on  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Summer  streets,  was  not 
tjurnt  at  all,  but  the  Post  building  was,  and  had  been 
repaired,  and  was  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  burnt 
territory. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  resolve  and  order  passed  to  a  second  reading  by  a 
vote  of  9  to  3,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Gaffield,  Gibson, 
■Hulbert,  Quincy,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Nays — Bfown,  Cutter,  Power, 

The  resolve  and  order  were  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed,  by  a  vote  of  9  to  3,  the  same  as  be  fore. 

Alderman  Gaffield  moved  a  reconsideration,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  the  question  and  to  bring  the 
.question  for  action  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  motjion  of 
Alderman  Brown,  and  the  reconsideration  was  lost  by 
a  vote  of  3  to  9,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Brown,  Cutter,  Power. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Gaffield.  Gibson, 
Hulbert,  Quincy,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OP  NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  petitions  of 
Denison  &  Co.  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  and  engine  at  No.  18  Norfolk  place,  and  of  Cy- 
rus Wakefield  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  the  corner  of  Friend  and  Market 
streets,  were  severally  taken  up.  No  person  object- 
ing, the  reports  were  recommitted. 

The  hearing  on  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  the 
Metropolitan  "  Railroad  Company  for  a  location  on 
Columbus  avenue  from  Berkeley  street  to  Park 
square,  was  taken  up.  Harvey  Jewell  explained  ps  the 
call  for  the  extension  to  meet  the  demand  occasioned 
by  the  removal  back  of  the  Providence  Railroad  De- 
pot, to  which  the  cars  have  been  running  at  Park 
squai'e,  and  the  extension  asked  for  was  to  the  new 
building,  to  connect  also  with  their  track  on  Berke- 
ley street.     The  report  was  recommitted. 

UNEINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  pay  Edmund  J.  Baker  and  others,  trustees, 
$6775,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Summer  street. 

•rder  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade  the 
extension  of  Devonshire  street  and  to   lay  sidewalks 

■  thereon,  at  an  expense  of  $5000. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  a  reduction  made  of  $150 
from  the  assessment  for  betterment  on  account  of 
the  extension  of  Harrison  avenue,  from  Eustis  to 
Warren  street,  of  $tj50  upon  the  estate  of  Samuel 
Mcintosh,  leaving  the  amount  of  said  Mcintosh's 
assessment  at  $400. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  on  account  of  the 
extension  of  Harrison  avenue  from  Eustis  to  Warren 
street,  assessed  upon  the  estate  of  Joseph  Nickerson 
&  Co.,  by  an  order  of  this  Board,  of  Nov.  5,  1872,  and 
amounting  to  $175,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  reas- 
sessed upon  the  rightful  owners  of  said  estate,  John 
Ryan  and  W.  E.  Woodward,  in  the  proportion  of  $60 
upon  the  estate  of  John  Ryan  and  $80  upon  the 
estate  of  W.  E.  Woodward,  of  2700  square  feet,  and 
$35  upon  another  estate  of  W.  E.  Woodward  adjoin- 
.ing  the  foregoing  estate, — all  of  said  property  being 


on  the  southeasterly  sisle  of  said  Harrison   avenue, 
near  the  Hunneman  estate. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  S.  C.  Field  &  Co.  and  of  William 
Holliday  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  invitation  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Carney  Hospital  to  attend  the  fair  in  aid  of  said  hos- 
pital was  accepted. 

The  report  by  the  City  Engineer  on  the  safety  of 
the  arched  entrances  of  the  depot  of  the  Boston  & 
Lowell  Railroad  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  following  reports  were  severally  accepted,  in 
concurrence: 

Reports  (leave  to   withdraw)  on  the  petitions  of— 

1.  Company  B,  Ninth  Infantry,  for  additional  rent 
of  armory. 

2.  Everett  National  Bank,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
sustained  at  the  great  fire. 

3.  W.  L.  Lathrop,  to  he  paid  for  damages  sustained 
at  the  great  fire. 

4.  R,  A.  Upton,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  St.  James  street. 

5.  Josephine  Leary,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington  street. 

6.  John  H.  Currier,  to  be  paid  for  damages  sustain- 
ed by  refusal  to  move  a  case  of  smallpox  from  his 
house. 

The  rcGiuest  of  Overseers  of  Poor  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $500  was  referred  to  Committee  on 
Finance,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Report  and  order  to  appropriate  $4632  69,  to  meet 
expenses  of  Fire  Loan  Commission. 

Order  proposing  a  change  in  the  ordinance  so  that 
the  report  of  the  Chi(;f-Engineer  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment shall  be  made  before  March  1,  instead  of  "in 
January." 

The  non-concurrence  of  the  Common  Council  in' 
amendment  to   Salary  bill,   respecting  the  salary  of 
the    Superintendent  of    Printing,    coming    up,    the 
Board  I'eceded  from  its  amendment,   and  concurred 
with  the  Common  Council.  ._ 

DIRECTOR   OF   THE    EAST  BOSTON   FERRIES. 

The  election  of  Daniel  D.  Kelly  as  a  director  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries,  in  place  of  William  F.  Brooks, 
chosen  by  the  Board,  came  up,  when  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  a  ballot,  resulting  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Daniel  D.  Kelly 6 

William  F.  Brooks 6 

A  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Daniel  D.  Kelly 7 

William  F.  Brooks 5 

Mr.  Kelly  was  declared  to  be  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
vyhereby  the  Board  adopted  the  report  and  order  au- 
thorizing the  unoccupied  rooms  in  the  Appleton- 
street  Primary  Schoolhouse  to  be  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  Normal  School. 

In  making  the  motion,  he  said  should  it  prevail, 
he  ^vould  move  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  he  should  make  no  objec- 
tions, on  the  ground  of  courtesy,  being  assured  that 
when  considered  again,  it  would  be  passed  by  a  larger 
vote.  Meantime  he  would  invite  the  members  of  the 
Board  to  visit  the  Normal  School,  to  ascertain  fo^ 
themselves  its  wants. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed,  and  the  order 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS    OF   COMMITTEES. 

To  the  City  Council — The  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  asking  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $5000  for  the  present  financial 
year,  would  respectfully  report  that  the  amount  be 
granted  from  the  unexpended  balances  of  the  pres- 
ent financial  year,  terminating  April  30  next,  and  as 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  has  been  granted  authority 
to  make  transfers  for  closing  the  year,  no  further  ac- 
tion is  necessary  at  this  time. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Chairman. 

Read  and  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  James 
Berry  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Sawyer  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  the  Times 
Publishing  Company  for  leave  to  place  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  Nos.  12-14  School  street.  Accept- 
ed. 
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Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  tlie  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Keyes  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Broadway,  near 
A  street,  of  a  size  exceeding  the  limits  allowed  by  the 
ordinance  relating  to  buildings,  without  constructing 
any  brick  walls  on  the  sides  or  ends  thereof,  made  a 
report,  recommending  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  commiltee,  to 
whom  was  referred  ^the  petition  of  Charles  Cullis 
for  leave  to  erect  a  building  on  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington street  and  Blue-Hill  avenue,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Charles  Cullis,  to  erect 
a  building  on  the  corner  of  Washington  street  and 
Blue-Hill  avenue,  provided  that  the  said  building  be 
separated  from  any  adjoining  building  by  an  open 
space  or  by  brick  walls,  as  may  be  approved  by  said 
Inspector. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Edward 
Holbrook  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  estate  Nos. 
51  and  .^a  Long  wharf,  caused  by  change  of  grade  in 
Atlantic  avenue;  of  Harriet  Lewis  and  others  for 
damases  caused  by  lowering  the  grade  of  P  street, 
and  Dennis  Conway  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
158  and  160  Fourth  street;  and  inexpedient  to  take 
action  on  petition  of  Patrick  H.  Rogers,  that  Sixth 
street,  between  P  and  Q,  street,  be  graded.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows: 
Samuel  Jones,  to  give  a  musical  entertainment  a1 
Glover's  Corner;  Warren  Lincoln,  to  exhibit  ex- 
hibition of  spiritual  manifestations  at  Waifs  Hall. 
April  18;  Daniel  E.  Connor,  to  give  a  concert  at 
Lyceum  Hall,  April  18;  Barnum's  Museum,  to  exhibit 
one  week  at  Coliseum  grounds,  and  at  South  and 
East  Boston;  W.  H.  Amsden,  to  give  a  concert  at 
Phillips  Church,  South  Boston,  April  17;  W.  J.  Sul- 
livan, to  give  an  entertainment  at  Wait's  Hall,  April 
21.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Andrew  L.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  run  an  omni- 
bus from  Brookliue  to  the  State  House;  to  John  K. 
Abbott  and  W.  J.  S.  Glover  as  auctioneers;  to  forty- 
two  newsboys,  and  to  sundry  persons  as  victuallers, 
as  dealers  in  second-hand  articles,  to  keep  intelli- 
gence offices,  pawnbrokers,  wagon  licenses,  transfer 
of  wagon  licenses.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw 
on  the  several  petitions  for  licenses  as  victuallers,  as 
follows: 

Michael  P.  Day,  22  Province  street;  William  Haw- 
ley,  124  Beach  street;  William  Ryan,  92  Kneeland 
street;  Timothv  McCarthy,  3.59  Hanover  street;  Raf- 
fel  Cohen,  129  Cambridge  street;  John  W.  Hutchin- 
son, 115  Broadway;  Sigivant  Anderson,  98  Richmond 
street.     Severallj'  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows: 
Frank  Schoner,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  forty 
horses  at  22H  Broadway;  Michael  McGrath,  to  occupy 
a  wooden  sable  for  two  horses  on  Franklin  court, 
Ward  16;  Clarence  Sumner,  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  Stoughton  street,  near  Upham's 
Corner;  D.  W.  Lewis  &  Co.,  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Ward  street,  foot  of  Bum- 
stead  lane;  W.  F.  Porter,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Clarence  street.  Ward  16;  George  O. 
Merriam,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse 
on  Bowdoin  avenue.  Ward  14;  W.  Eliot  Woodward, 
to  occupy  a  stable  for  one  horse  on  Langdon.  street 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gallield,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruclion,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
School  Committee,  that  the  City  Council  would  pur- 
chase a  lot  of  land  in  the  rear  of  the  Minot  School- 
house  in  Ward  16,  for  certain  accommodations  re- 
quired by  that  school,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
be  authorized  to  purchase  six  thousand  square  feet, 
more  or  less,  of  marsh  and  upland  owned  by  the  heirs 
of  John  Wright  and  the  heirs  of  Woodman,  in  the 
rear  of  the  Minot  Schoolhouse,  in  Ward  16.  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $1900. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  Alder- 
man Gibson,  stated  that  the'additional  land  was  much 
needed,  the  present  lot  being  but  small,  and  the  cost 
of  the  land  to  be  added  would  be  but  tbirty  cents  per 
foot. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streers, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Leverett 
Saltonstall  at  his  own   request,   Samuel  A.  Coolidge, 


A.  B.  Doggett,  heirs  of  E.  L.  Eliot,  and  Micah  Cutler, 
severally  for  abatement  of  assessments  for  Shawmut- 
avenne  betterments;  George  N.  Comer  and  others, 
for  a  moditication  of  assessments  for  Shawmut-ave- 
inie  betterments;  Luther  Gilbert,  for  repayment  of 
amount  of  betterment  paid  for  widening  Tremont 
street;  Edwin  M.  Bigelow,  to  be  heard  on  Shawmut- 
avenue  betterments;  David  W.  Foster,  for  removal 
of  certain  projections  over  line  of  Shawmut  avenue, 
etc. ;  and  of  Sarah  C.  Edmunds  and  Sarah  M.  Deering, 
for  abatement  of  assessments  for  betterments  on 
Harrison  avenue.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Hinkley 
Locomotive  Works  for  leave  to  change  the  location 
of  their  tracks  on  Albany  street,  made  a  report  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Hink- 
ley Locomotive  Works  to  construct  a  curve  track 
from  the  tracks  of  the  Albany  Freight  Railway  into 
their  premises  on  Albany  street,  provided  that  all  ex- 
penses which  may  be  occasioned  by  the  construction 
of  said  tracks  in  repairing  any  portion  of  said  Albany 
street,  and  building  new  cesspools,  etc.,  shall  be 
borne  by  said  Hinkley  Locomotive  Works,  and  pro- 
vided said  Works  shall  give  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor  holding 
the  city  harmless  for  all  damages  which  may  be  oc- 
casioned to  persons  or  property  by  the  construction, 
use  and  maintenance  of  said  track. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Aldei'man  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  on  the  several  petitions  to  be  allowed  to 
sprinkle  streets,  as  follows:  Adoniram  Curtis,  Mi- 
chael Gormley,  Benjamin  Jones,  P.  W.  Smith, 
Smith  &  Walker,  Malachi  Clark,  G.  H.  Moseley  & 
Co.,  Augustus  Stevens,  Philip  Sowdon,  Jr.,  Cook  & 
Hardy,  Moseley  &  Tuttle,  Orsamus  Nute,  severally, 
granting  them  licenses  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
this  city,  as  therein  set  forth.     Accepted. 

TRUSTEES   OP   CITY   HOSPITAI,. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for  trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
election  of  John  Goldthwait  and  Elbridge  G.  KnighlS 
to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May  next. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board  proceeded  to 
an  election. 
The  result  of  the  balloting  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Jolin  Goldthwait 12 

Elbridge  G.  Knights '        6 

Thomas  L.  Jtviks 6 

Mr.  Goldthwait  was  declared  to  be  elected. 

The  second  ballot  was  as  foUovi's: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Thomas  L.  Jeuks '   "7 

Elbridge  G.  Knights ]'.  5 

Mr.  Jenks  was  declared  to  be  elected. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of    the    Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of    .$2.3,000,  to  be    appliea    to  the  re- 
building of  the  Chelsea-street  Bridge. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized 
to  employ  such  clerical  assistance  as  may  be  needed 
in  the  office  of  that  department,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  |1000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  that  department. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  bo  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  ,$15,000  in  hiring  laborers  and  kcepino-  in 
good  order  and  condition  the  Common.  Pulilic 
(harden,  and  other  public  grounds  in  the  city;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  of  $1100  on  the  estate 
of  William  Sheafo,  No.  69  Shawmut  avenue  and  cor- 
ner of  Dover  street,  for  the  extension  of  said  Shaw- 
mut avenue,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is,  on  account  of 
an  error  in  the  original  assessment  thereof,  reduced 
by  the  sum  of  .$200,  leaving  the  assessment  still  due 
upon  said  estate  of  said  Sheafe  at  $900 

Ordered,  That  there  be  and  that  there  hereby  is 
abated  from  the  assessment  of  $1,500  betterment 
upon  the  estate  of  James  T.  Eldredge  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Shawmut  avenue  the  sum  of  .$;iOO,  leaving  the 
amount  of  betterment  u])on  said  Eldredge's  estate  at 
.$1200,  the  said  abatement  being  on  account  of  an 
error  m  rhe  supposed  quantity  of  land  in  the  said  es- 
tate at  the  time  of  the  assessment. 
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Ou  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferries  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  building  of  a  new  ferry  boat  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $aO,000;  also  for  new  wings  to  the 
ferry  houses,  North  Ferry,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$10,000;  !^aid  amounts  to  be  charged  to  the  special 
appropriations  for  these  objects,  as  provided  in  the 
order  relating  to  the  specific  appropriation  for  the 
financial  year  1873-4,  approved  April  1,  1873. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  street  east  of  the  Custom  House 
with  small  granite  blocks,  at  the  estimated  cost  of 
$3000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Troy  street,  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  Albany  street,  according  to  the  es- 
tablished grade,  and  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the 
gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  said  street, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3500. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Eliza  Barr  the  sum 
of  $1200,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages  caused 
to  her  estates,  Nos.  129,  139,  141,  143  and  145  Fourth 
street,  by  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  as 
ordered  by  the  Board  of  Alderman,  October  1,  1872, 
upon  the  usual  conditions,  including  damages  to  those 
holding  leases  under  her;  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Maria  McNamara  the 
sum  of  $100,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  her  estate  No.  172  Fourth  street  by  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  October  11,  1872,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriaiion  for 
Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Isabella  V.  Smith, 
wife  of  Charles  0.;Smith,  the  sum  of  $650,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  all  damages  caused  to  her  estate,  Nos. 
147  to  149  Fourth  street,  by  raising  the  grade  of  said 
street,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  October 
1,  1872,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Ann  Welch  the  sum 
Of  $100,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages  caused 
to  her  estate.  No.  135  Fourth  street,  by  raising  the 
grade  of  said  street,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Felix  Meegan  the 
sum  of  $500,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  his  estate.  No.  178  Bennington  street,  by 
the  raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  as  ordered  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  September  12,  1871,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Loucena  M.-Ger- 
rish  the  sum  of  $500.  in  full  compensation  for  all 
damages  caused  to  her  estate,  No.  180  Bennington 
street,  by  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street, 
upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propr)  Uion  for  Paving. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $29  56,  assessed  upon 
Ann  A.  Maliff  for  a  sewer  in  Newman  street,  remain 
uncollected  until  entrance  is  made  into  the  sewer; 
that  the  sum  of  $154  08  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Manning,  Sears  &  Scott,  for  a  sewer  in 
Seventh  street;  that  the  sum  of  $7  78  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  of  James  M.  Blaney,  for  a  sewer  in 
South  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Chapman 
and  Appleton  streets,  and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the 
expense  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Sawyer 
street,  and  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  to  this 
Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Third  street, 
between  Emerson  and  H  streets,  and  report  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  to  this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  instructed  to  present  and  urge  such  an  amend- 
ment to  the  pending  Militia  bill  as  shall  provide  for 
a  reimbursement  to  cities  and  towns  of  rents  paid  for 
regimental  or  battalion  headquarters. 

Alderman  Quiucy  stated  that  expenditures  of  this 
kind  had  been  made  in  past  years  in  the  expectation 
that  they  would  be  allowed,  but  they  had  not  been, 
and  as  the  Militia  bill  w|is  now  pending  in  the  Legis- 
lature, it  was  believed  that  this  would  be  a  favoraljle 
opportunity  to  make  a  provision  for  the  payment  of 
rent  for  said  headquarters. 

Alderman  Brown  offered  an  order  in  favor  of  allow- 
ing Joseph  H.Billings  and  another,  administrators, 
$l(i9  65,  the  amount  being  taxes  overpaid  by  mistake, 
which  was  referred  to  thejCommittee  on  Assessors' 
Department. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  it  was  ordered 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  the  offices  of  Field  Drivers  and  Fence  View- 
ers. 

Aldermen  Sayward,  Emery  and  Gibson  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Halleck 
street,  between  Prentiss  and  Ruggles  streets.  Hear- 
ing Monday  next,  April  21,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  George 
street,  easterly  end.  Hearing  Monday  next,  April  21. 
4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  St. 
James  street.  Hearing  Monday  next,  April  21,  4 
P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Stoughton  street,  near  Brook  avenue,  in  Brook  ave- 
nue, in  West  Cottage  street,  and  in  North  avenue. 
Hearing  Monday  next,  April  21,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 
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COM  M  OK       COTJlSrOIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  tne  Common  Council, 

APRIL    17,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  1)4  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

A  call  of  the  roll  showed  a  quorum  of  memhers 
to  he  present,  as  follows: 

Barnes,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Bowles, 
Brennan,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Dacey,  Bar- 
row, Davis,  Denny,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Flynn, 
Hall,  Harington,  Hiue,  Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kel- 
ley,  Lamh,  McCue,  Page,  Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering, 
Powers,  Prescott,  Risteen.  Shaw,  Thacher,  Tower, 
Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  West,  Weston,  Whiston, 
Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  Company  F,  First  Infantry, 
Joseph  H.  Billings  and  others,  administrators,  the 
Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  and  of  John 
Roessle,  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Thomas  Keyes  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Broadway,  near  A  street,  was  accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

Keport  and  order  authorizing  Charles  Cullis  to 
erect  a  building  on  the  corner  of  Washington  street 
and  Blue-Hill  avenue,  on  the  conditio^ns  therein 
named. 

Order  instructing  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters to  urge  such  an  amendment  to  the  Militia  bill  as 
shall  provide  for  reimbursement  to  cities  and  towns 
of  rents  for  regimental  or  battalion  headquarters. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  authorizing  6000  square  feet  of  marsh  and  up- 
land to  be  purchased  in  rear  of  Minot  Schoolhouse, 
at  not  exceeding  $1900. 

Order  that  a  contract  be  made  for  a  new  ferry  boat, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $(50,000;  and  also  for  new 
wings  to  the  ferry  houses,  at  not  exceeding  $10,000. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $1.5,000  to  be  ex- 
pended for  laborers,  and  for  keeping  in  good  condi- 
tion the  Common,  Public  Garden  and  other  public 
grounds. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  to  employ  such  clerical  as- 
sistance as  may  be  needed  in  that  department,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $1000. 

Order  authorizing  a  loan  to  be  made  of  $2:1000,  to 
be  applied  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  Chelsea-street 
Bridge. 

The  report  that  no  further  action  is  required  on  the 
order  granting  the  additional  appropriation  of  $5000 
asked  for  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  was  accepted. 

TRUSTEES   OF   THE   CITY   HOSPITAL. 

The  report  nominating  John  Goldthwait  and  El- 
bridge  G.  Knights  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  on  the 
first  Monday  in  May  next,  in  the  Board  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  was  accepted,  and  the  certificate  of 
the  election  of  John  Goldthwait  and  Thomas  L. 
Jenks  as  such  trustees  was  read,  when  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3,  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to  an 
election. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr. 
Knights  as  a  candidate. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  was  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 5B 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

John  Goldthwait 54 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 54 

E.  G.  Knights 4 

A.  J.  Hall 2 

Messrs.  Cioldthwait  andJeuks  were  declared  to  be 
elected,  in  concurrence. 

Resolve  and  order  for  widening  Lincoln  street  on 
westerly  side,  near  Summer  street,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $1,300,  was  read  once,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

WIDENING   or   STREETS   ABOUT   THE   POST   OFFICE. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  the  laying  out  as  a  public 
Street  the  parcel  of  land  situated  between  the  pro- 
posed extension  of  Pearl  street.  Congress  street  and 
Milk  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $112,010, 
(City  Doc.  No.  47,)  were  read  once  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  if  these  orders  for  the 
widening  of  streets  around  the  Post  Office  could   be 


passed  now,  by  the  yielding  of  the  minority  in  the 
suspension  of  the  rules,  then  the  other  orders  on  the 
table  can  betaken  up  and  passed.  The  Mayor  vsfill 
retain  the  several  orders  ten  days,  as  he  has  a  right 
to.  so  that  all  of  thcin  may  be  passed  at  once,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  they  may  not  settle  the 
qliestion  now,  so  far  as  relates  to  these  streets  around 
the  Post  Office. 

If  such  members  of  the  minority  of  the  Council  aa 
were  unable  at  the  last  meeting  to  prevent  favorable 
action  will  allow  the  rules  to  be  suspended,  there  was 
no  reas(ni  why  these  matters  should  not  all  be  settled 
tonight.  lie  wonld  not  do  it  himself,  but  would  ask 
the  minority  to  make  a  motion  for  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  they  wonld  thereby  favor  the  parties 
who  are  desirous  of  building  on  these  several  streets 
and  to  get  their  money  for  the  land  taken  from  them. 

Mr.  Dean  of  M'ard  12  said  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  making  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  so  far 
as  related  to  the  order  for  taking  the  triangular  piece 
of  land  on  the  extension  of  Pearl  street.  So  much 
he  would  do,  but  in  so  doing  would  not  commit  him- 
self in  favor  of  the  other  order  for  the  widening  of 
Water  street,  which  was  quite  a  different  aft'air.  In 
regard  to  that,  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  it  and  could  never  be  induced  to  vote  for  its 
passage  or  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  If  it  was 
desirable  to  pass  this  order,  so  that  the  others  might 
be  taken  up  which  are  on  the  table,  he  was  content. 
If  the  gentleman  desired,  he  would  move  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  in  this  case.  Some  members  of 
the  minority  dillered  from  him,  and  he  would  not 
commit  himself,  uuicli  less  others,  by  this  action, 
and  therefore  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  hoped  the  rules 
would  not  be  suspended  in  this  case  unless  it  was 
determined  also  to  do  so  in  the  other,  for  there  was 
no  more  reason  why  it  should  be  done  m  the  one 
than  in  the  other.  I'nless  it  was  determined  to  pass 
them  both  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  G  said  that  as  a  general  rule 
he  was  opposed  to  the  suspension  of  the  rules  un- 
less required  by  some  emergency.  They  were  too 
much  in  a  hurry  often,  in  jiassing  upon  such  matters, 
when  a  week  would  make  but  little  difference.  But 
inasmuch  as  the  widening  of  Water  street  appeared 
to  be  a  foregMie  conclusion,  and  abuttors  on  other 
streets  which  were  awaiting  action  on  this  were 
clamoring  for  their  lines  and  for  settlement  for  their 
land,  it  was  but  justice  that  this  should  be  passed. 
If  necessary  for  the  passage  of  those  orders,  he  hoped 
the  rules  wmild  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Perkins  repeated,  that  whether  the  other  re- 
solves and  orders  were  taken  up  or  not  the  Mayor 
wonld  not  give  his  consent  to  an  approval  of  them 
until  Nos.  47  and  57  were  settled.  If  it  was  desirable 
that  the  owners  of  land  taken  in  the  burnt  district 
should  get  their  money,  then  orders  should  be  passed 
now.  If  the  widening  of  Water  street,  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  triangular  piece  of  land  was  to  be  made, 
it  would  be  as  well  to  have  it  done  now,  otherwise 
parties  must  suffer  by  the  delay.  It  lies  entirely  with 
the  minority  of  the  committee  to  decide  now  whether 
it  shall  be  done. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  dift'ered  with  the  gentleman  en- 
tirely in  regard  to  Ihe  resp-usibility  of  the  matter, 
for  it  lies  entirely  with  the  majority.  He  did  not  see 
why  an  exceptional  case  should  be  tacked  upon  oth- 
ersabout  which  there  is  no  question,  and  there  could 
be  no  merit  in  carrying  it  on  the  back  of  others. 
Such  a  way  cf  doing  business  was  all  wrong.  Some- 
lliing  that  had  staggered  the  minds  of  1;he  Street 
Commissioners,  that  was  opposed  unanimously  by 
the  Committee  on  Streets  at  one  time,  which  was 
opposed  everywhere,  and  was  objectionable  in  the 
minds  of  a  large  portion  of  the  best  citizens,  was 
tacked  on  to  the  end  of  a  dozen,  more  or  less,  of 
orders  of  a  different  character,  to  be  carried  because 
certain  persons  were  clamoring  for  their  lines. 

There  was  another  thing  that  he  objected  to.  He 
did  not  know  why  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  should  be 
brouglit  in  here  for  the  purpose  of  inhuencing  the 
actioii  of  the  Council  or  their  judgment  in  this 
matter  in  which  they  were  called  upon  to  act  for 
themselves.  When  a  matter  came  in  here  for  their 
action,  demanding  investigation  and  challenging  de- 
bate, it  was  their  duty  as  the  most  numerous  body 
representing  the  people,  to  rise  to  the  dignity  of  the 
occasion,  and  whatever  errors  might  be  committed 
elsewhere,  they  should  see  to  it  that  they  should  not 
pass  through  this  branch. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  that  the  resolves  and  orders  on 
the  table  were  virtually  passed,  for  the  Council  was 
pledged  to  their  passage.  They  could  do  no  more 
than  pfsss  them,  though  some  gentleman  should  move 
to  take  them  up.  But  whether  they  passed  them  or 
not,  the  owners  of  land  could  not  receive  their 
money,  for  they  can  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
Mayor  for  ten'days.    If  they  proceeded  now  to  pass 
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them,  it  would  ho  without  benefit  to  th(5  owners  of 
land.  If  they  were  all  oassed  at  onoe,  they  would  re- 
ceive the  Mayor's  sanctioH,  but  not  otherwise. 

It  would  be  entirely  useless  to  take  up  the  otiier 
orders  if  these  were  not  passed,  and  unless  the  mi- 
nority could  be  persuaded  to  consent  to  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  it  would  be  as  well  to  have  tliem  passed 
next  week  as  tonight.  He  did  not  introduce  t\u: 
matter  in  relation  to  the  Mayor  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencinsj  the  Council,  but  simply  to  show  that  no 
good  could  come  to  those  persons  who  are  waiting 
for  the  settlement  of  their  claims  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict. If  the  minority  were  not  willing  to  yield  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  he  would  wash  his  hands  of  the 
whole  matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  was  about  to  rise  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  addressed  the  C<iunciL 
and  he  had  spoken  upon  the  subject  much  b(>tter 
than  he  could  have  done.  If  he  had  done  liis  duty, 
vyhen  the  ajentlemau  from  Ward  (i  was  speaking,  he 
should  have  called  him  to  order,  for  he  was  entirely 
out  of  order  to  introduce  the  views  of  the  Mayor 
^lere  to  influence  their  action.  It  was  out  of  order 
and  impolitic  to  allude  to  the  views  of  the  Mayor, 
for  the  Mayor  was  one  branch  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, the  Board  of  Aldermen  another,  and  this  branch 
another,  and  no  srcntleman  had  a  right  to  give  the 
Mayor's  views  except  to  present  a  message  from  him 
"  They  had  no  right  to  present  the  views  of  the 
Mayor  on  any  sub.iect.  This  he  stated  Doldly.  What 
was  the  proposition  before  themy  It  was  that  if 
certain  matters  are  carried  through  the  City  Council 
then  certain  others  can  be  carried.  Such  sort  of  a 
proposition  he  never  allowed  to  apply  to  his  mind. 
When  the  gentleman  rises  and  presents  a  certificate 
of  the  Mayor,  then  he  has  a  right  lo  express  his 
views,  and  not  otherwise.  He  did  not  think  it  right 
that  gentlemen  should  lie  out  of  their  money,  and  it 
had  been  a  question  with  him  how  long  these  orders 
should  lie  on  the  table,  but  it  was  not  his  business  to 
move  to  take  them  up,  and  it  would  not  be  courteous 
in  him  to  do  so.  They  had  lain  there  because  gen- 
tlemen of  the  committee  had  not  moved  to  take  them 
up,  and  It  was  no  fault  of  the  minority. 

These  matters  had  lain  on  the  table  toe  long,  and 
he  agreed  that  the  parties  should  have  their  liioney 
and  be  paid.  He  disagreed  with  the  other  gentleman 
that  this  had  nothing  lo  do  with  the  other  order,  for 
they  should  act  upon  each  as  it  came  up.  He  did  not 
believe  in  such  leverage  as  bringing  in  the  views  of' 
the  Mayor.  The  Mayor  was  his  personal  friend,  but 
there  was  another  kind  of  leverage  which  he  would 
not  state  here,  and  he  could  not  believe  in  such  kind 
of  leverage,  and  he  wished  every  word  reported  that 
the  citizens  may  know  what  leverage  is  brought  to 
bear  upon  this  question.  The  gentleman  talks  of  the 
minority  ,  but  there  were  no  minority  here. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  said  that  as  a  general  thing 
he  was  opposed  to  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  The 
proposition  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  (i  to  the 
minority,  he  thought  was  a  very  proper  one,  and  the 
minority  should  be  willing  to  take  up  Document  No. 
57,  and  vote  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  He  was 
not  chicken-hearted,  and  did  not  know  what  kind  of 
leverage  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  but  believed  every  member 
had  the  common  sense  to  judge  of  such  matters  them- 
selves. No  leverage  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
him,  and  he  thought  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
"entirely  out  of  place. 

Coming  from  the  quarter  from  which  they  did  he 
believed  they  were  uncalled  for.  He  had  sat  there 
listening  to  denunciations  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  it  might  be  supposed  from  the  indignation 
manifested  thatlt  was  a  little  rebellious.  The  safety 
and  convenience  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  Federal  Government,  and  the 
Federal  Government  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
safety  and  convenience  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  To 
use  the  language  of  the  gentleman.  It  was  out  of 
place  to  stigmatize  members  of  the  Council  as  he  had 
done. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  said  this  discussion  was 
out  of  place.  When  this  question  was  disposed  of 
then  the  question  of  the  widening  of  Water  street 
could  be  acted  upon.  He  did  not  believe  the  minorl-, 
ty  would  try  to  defeat  a  measure  of  this  kind,. 
which  had  the  approval  of  a  majority,  for  the  minori- 
ty may  become  a  majority  in  some  other  case  In  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  would  not  wish  to  be  thwarted 
in  that  kind  of  way  in  the  passage  of  any  measure. 
To  do  one  thing  at  a  time,  he  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules  was 
carried,  by  a  vote  of  47  yeas  to  13  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Blackmar, 
Bleiler,  Boardman,  Bowles,  Brennan,  Burditt,  Burt, 
Caton,  Collins,  Cudworth.  Darrow,  Davis,  Denny, 
Dean,  N.  Doherty,    T.  H.   Dohorty,    Edwards,  Hall, 


Hlne,  Holmes,  Jonef,  Lamb,  Loring,  Mahan,  Mars- 
ton,  McCue,  McKenney,  Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering, 
Power,  Prescott,  Risteen,  Tower,  Train,  Upham, 
Warren,  West,  Weston,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods, 
Woodward. 

Nays— Bieknell,  Dacey,  Platley,  Flynn,  Harrington, 
Hughes.  Kelley,  Kingsley.  Martin,  Page,  Shaw, 
Thacher,    Wells. 

The  order  was  read  a  secone  time,  and  was  passed 
by  a  vote  of  46  yeas  to  14  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Blackmar,  Board- 
man,  Bowles,  Brennan,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins, 
Cudworth.  Darrow,  Davis,  Dean.  Denny,  N.  Doherty, 
T,  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hine, 
Holmes,  Jones,  Laml),  Loring,  Mahan,  Mars- 
ton,  McCue,  McKenney,  Pease,  Perkins,  Picker, 
ing.  Powers,  Prescott,  JRisteen,  Tower,  Train,  Upr 
luiin,  Warren,  West,  Weston,  Whiston,  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward.  , 

Nays— Anderson,  Bieknell,  Bleiler,  Dacey,  Platley,. 
Flynn,  Hughes,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Martin,  Page, 
Shaw,  Thacmer,  Wells. 

WIDENING   OF   WATER   STREET. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  widening  Water  street  to 
sixty  feet  on  the  northerly  side,  from  Devonshire  to 
Congress  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $311,675 
(City  Doc.  No.  57).  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  li  said  he  was  content  that  the 
rules  should  be  suspended  in  the  last  case,  and  that 
the  order  should  he  passed,  because  to  his  mind  that 
was  a  clear  case.  In  regard  to  this  matter  of  Water 
street,  he  was  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  public 
convenience  and  necessity  did  not  require  the  widen- 
ing of  Water  street,  and  he  had  been  confirmed  In 
that  opinion  by  the  meetings  in  the  Board,  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Street  Commissioners  and  the  Committee 
on  Streets.'as  well  as  by  the  opinion  of  many  citizens. 
In  a  case  of  this  kind  not  only  the  honor  and  integ- 
rity of  the  Council,  but  of  the  city  of  Boston,  was  at 
stake.  The  safety  and  convenience  of  the  city  was 
the  only  criterion  bj'  which  they  were  to  act,  and  It 
was  only  when  that  coincided  with  the  wishes  of  the; 
Gcverument  that  they  could  gratify  their  desires; 
and  while  he  yielded  to  no  one  in  loyalty  to  the  Fed- 
ei-al  Government,  he  would  also  yield  to  no  one  in  his 
loyalty  to  the  city  of  Boston,  which  demanded,  of 
him  at  that  time  his  best  fidelity. 

When  the  Fedeial  Government  came  to  them  and 
said  they  would  give  to  Boston  a  basis  on  which  they 
should  lay  out  their  streets,  making  it  imperative 
that  if  the  city  did  not  follow  theii- .behests  they 
would  not  lay"  out  some  money  on  the  Post  Office, 
he  claimed  that  the  city  was  governed  by  its  own 
laws  and  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  could 
not  listen  to  them.  Why,  the  other  day-,-  in  the 
Court  House,  he  inquired  of  one  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners how  many  streets  there  were  leading  to 
this  square  about  the  Post  Oflice.  The  reply  was, 
eleven  including  Spring,  lane.  He  also  asked  what 
the  aggregate  width  was',  and  the  reply  was  five  bun- 
dred  and  fifteen  feet.  Yet  in  the  midst  of  that  they 
were  told  that  they  must  make  a  little  jog  beside  the 
Post  Office,  in  order  to  give  more  room  and  complete 
safety  from  fire. 

He  thought  that,  as  far  as  Boston  was  concerned, 
they  had  already  stretched  their  consciences,  and 
had  gone  to  an  inordinate  expense  without  any  cor-' 
responding  benefit.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to  any 
undue  expedition  in  the  matter,  for  they  more  than  the. 
Board  of  Aldermen  represented  the  people  in  the 
matter.  He  r'id  hope  that  wliile  they  were  ready  to 
do  all  that  they  could,  and  stretch  a  point  where  It 
was  possible  to  bring  it  within  the  bound  of  reason, 
they  would  In  this  ease  act  the  part  of  good  law- 
abiding  citizens,  and  say  that  they  could  not  submit 
to  any'other  requirements,  which  their  consciences 
coukl  not  permit. 

Mr.  Perkins  stated  that  the  question  had  already 
been  fully  discussed  and  was  now  'whether  they 
should  allow  the  business  to  take  its  course,  and  not 
on  the  merits  of  the  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  that  while  he  was  not  In  favor  of 
the  widening  of  Congress  street  as  passed,  he  believed 
they  should  both  go  together. 

Mr.  Blackmar  said  he  was  peculiarly  gratified 
at  the  announcement  of  the  gentleman,  indicat- 
ing that  the  minority  were  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
this  improvement.  There  could  be  no  reason  for  de- 
lay unless  it  was  expected  gentlemen  would  change 
their  views,  and  if  there  could  be  no  good,  why 
should  they  delay? 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  he  had  voted  with  the 
minority  and  should  continue  to  do  so.  He  did  n't 
think  it  was  hardly  fair  for  the  gentleman  to  stand  up 
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there  and  tell  them  that  they  shoukt  do  what  he 
might  say.  The  gentleman  did  n't  fnrni.sh  brains  for 
him.  If  he  could  show  any  good  reason  for  the 
measure  he  was  ready  to  hear  it  and  be  convmced. 
Gentlemen  would  say  to  him.  "Go  down  Water 
street  and  look  up."  He  wanted  any  one  to  go  to 
Washington  street  and  lool?  down  Water  street. 
They  would  say  to  '\im,  '"Look  up  as  far  as  Devon- 
shire street — no  furtlier."'  The  jogs  were  all  right 
as  long  as  they  were  ojiposite  tlie  Post  Office.  He 
was  ready  for  a  good,  wide,  straight  street,  to  con- 
nect with  School  street  widened.  Tht  wliole  thing 
was  clear  in  his  miud,  and  he  did  n't  thinli  tlie  gen 
tiemau  from  Ward  11  could  make  in  any  clearer. 
The  whole  matter  of  street  widening  had  been  forced 
toy  cunning,  and  the  Council  was  pledged  to  do  what 
it  couldn't  get  over.  He  did  not  thi^ik  they  had  got 
to  do  it,  and  lie  found  that  the  taxpayers  outside 
^idn't  think  so.  He  was  ready  for  any  good  iniprove- 
lilent;  but  if  the  gentleman  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  could,  in  all  that  had  beer  laid  out,  find  one 
that  was  straight,  he  would  vote  for  this  measure.  If 
the  gentleman  could  show  him  why  Federal  street 
was  widened  on  the  westerly  side,  he  would  agree  to 
vote  for  Water  street. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  said  lie  was  so  well  satis- 
fied that  members  had  made  up  their  minds  on  this 
subject  that  he  believed  nothing  would  lie  gained  by 
delay.  He  did  not  .see  the  public  necessity  for  the 
widening,  and  as  he  could  not  see  that  anything 
would  be  gained  by  delay,  he  would  vote  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  was  a  believer  in  the  old  adage 
that  "While  the  lamp  held  out  to  burn  t  le  vilest  sin- 
ner may  letuni."  He  had  great  hopes  of  converting 
the  council  yet,  and  if  the  matter  were  put  off  the 
minority  might  become  swollen  to  the  majority. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  this  defection  in  the  ranks  of  the 
minority.  If  lie  had  foreseen  it  he  would  not  have- 
made  the  first  motion  for  sus.peiisi(m  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Page  believed  the  v.idening  of  Congress  street 
was  the  least  needed,  and  as  a  week's  delay  would 
not  avail  anything,  ht  moved  the  previous   question. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  was  sorry  that  the  vile  sinner  was 
9n  the  wrong  side. 

The  motion  for  tl»e  previous  question  was  sus- 
tained. 

■  The  vote  on  suspension  of  the  rules  was,  42  yeas  to. 
18  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Adams,  Barnes,  Blackmar,  Boardman,  Bren- 
nan,  Burditt.  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Cud  worth,  Dar- 
row.  Davis.  Denny,  N.  Doherty,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Ed- 
wards. Flynn,  H.iil  Harrington,  Hine,  Holmes,  Jones, 
Ijumbi  Vluhan,  ivlarston,  McCue.  Page,  Pease,  Perkins^ 
PicKering,  i-owers,  Prescott,  liisteen,  Shepard,Tovver, 
Train,  Upham,  West,  Weston,  Whiston,  vVilbur, 
Woods,  Woodu  ard. 

ISays— Abbott,  Anderson,  Bicknell,  Bleiler,  Bowles. 
Dacey.  Dean,  1^'latey,  Huglies,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lor- 
iiig.  Martin. JMcKenriey,  Shaw,  Thacher, Wai  ren, 'Wells. 

The  order  was  tUeii  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
que^tion  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  T  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  whether  the  passage  of  tlie  resolve  and  order 
did  not  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 
'  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  wished  to  know  whether  the 
question  was  before  the  Council.  It  would  be  suf- 
licient  time  when  the  vote  is  taken  to  decide  whether 
such  a  vote  is  requiied;  and  if  it  is  to  be  debated  he 
would  like  to  say  something  on  the  subject. 

The  Chair  stated  that;  he  would  rule  on  the  subject 
now,  as  requested.  He  had  given  some  attention  to 
the  subject,  as  to  whether  the  passage  of  the  order 
would  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  or  that  of  a  ma- 
jority. By  rule  seven  of  the  Joint  Rules  and  Orders, 
it  is  provided  that  "after  the  annual  ordv'-r  of  appro* 
priations  shall  have  been  passed,  no  subsequent  ex- 
penditures shall  be  authorized  for  any  object,  unless 
provision  for  the  same  shall  be  made  by  special  trans- 
fer from  some  of  the  appropriations  contained  in 
such  annual  order,  or  by  expressly  creating  therefor 
a  city  debt;  in  eitlier  of  which  cases  the  order  shall 
not  be  passed  unless  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number 
of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council  shall  vote  in  the 
affirmative,  by  vote  taken  by  yea  and  nay." 

It  appeared  that  the  general  order  to  provide  for 
the  expense  of  wideningthe  streets  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict was  passed  Dec.  20,  1872:  "that  the  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  autliorized  to  borrow,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  one 
million  dollar,i,  the  same  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
widening,  extending,  grading  and  paving  of  streets, 
and  for  all  damages  and  expenses  in  consequence 
thereof,  withm  the  district  burnt  over  by  the  fire  of 
November  9  and  10,  1872,— the  said  loan  to  be  desig- 
nated as  the  'Burnt  District  Loan.'  "  That  order  has 
not  heen  clianged  xcept  in  increasing  the  amount  of 
the  loan  to  four  millions  of  dollars  more.  If  the 
aoove  cited  provision  in  section  7  applied  to  this  or- 


der, the  question  would  be  whetlier  the  expense  o 
this  widening  liad  been  provided  for  by  the  Board' 
That  would  be  determined  by  the  question  of  fact 
whether  the  Post  building  was  within  the  district 
burnt  over  by  the  fire  of  November  9  and  10,  I'pon 
that  question  the  Chair  was  clear.  There  had  been 
no  map  or  plan  defining  the  burnt  district,  and  no 
order  passed  defining  sucli  district.  The  only  bound- 
aries therefore,  were  the  buildings  nuburnt  and  the 
streets  burnt  over,  forming  a  cordon  of  buildings  uii- 
burnt,  and  streets  as  the  boundaries,  and  in  no  other 
way  can  the  limits  of  the  district  be  established. 

The  new  Post  Oflice  and  the  Post  building,  al- 
though damaged  by  fire  on  the  sides  up  to  which  the 
fire  burnt,  were  not  burnt  over,  but  form  a  part  of 
the  cordon  of  buildings  surrounding  the  "district 
burnt  over  by  the  fiie."  The  order  pro\iding  for  the 
loans  therefor  does  not  cover  the  expense  of  taking 
the  Post  building,  and  under  the  rules,  if  it  were  ap- 
plicable, the  order  before  the  Council  would  require 
a  two-thirds  vote. 

But  the  Chair  had  come  to  the  opinion  that  section  7 
of  the  joint  rules  did  not  apply  to  these  orders.  The 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  was  an  independent 
body,  and  up  to  a  certain  amount  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  tlie  expenditures  for  the  widening  of 
streets— to  the  amount  of  $10,000.  They  are  the  par- 
ties who  are  to  adjudicate  in  the  laying  out  of  streets, 
and  are  empowered  for  the  purpose  by  the  Legislat- 
ure. The  only  part  which  the  City  Council  has  in  the 
matter  is  to  accept  or  reject  their  action,  having  a 
veto  power  on  it ;  otherwise  the  City  Council  has  no 
power. 

When  the  Street  Commissioners  shall  adjudge  that 
the  public  safety  or  convenience  shall  require  the 
laying  out  or  widening  of  a  street,  they  are  required 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  expense,  if  over  .f  10,000, 
once  .$25,000,  and  send  it  to  the  City  Clerk,  to  be 
laid  before  the  City  Ccmncil  for  their  concui'rence, 
and  not  to  take  effect  until  so  concurred  in.  By  this 
act  of  concurrence  a  vote  of  only  a  majority  of  each 
branch  is  required,  the  authority  having  been  given 
by  the  Legislature  in  the  creation  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners. 

In  such  a  case  it  would  not  be  in  the  province  of 
the  City  Council  to  make  a  rule  requiring  a  two-thirds 
vote  for  the  concurrence  in  such  orders,  for,  if  so," 
they  might  defeat  the  acts  of  tiic  Street  Commis- 
sioners. If  they  could  make  a  rnle  requiring  a  twO- 
thirds  vote,  they  could  also  require  a  vote  of  niue- 
tenths  or  that  it  should  r.e  unanimous,  and  thus  de- 
feat the  acts  of  the  Commissioners.  A  legal  decision, 
as  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court,  had  determined 
this  to  be  entirely  disconnected  from  official  acts, 
making  it  a  quasi  judicial  authority,  entirely  separ- 
ate from  the  general  business  of  the  city. 

To  satisfy  himself  entirely  he  had  obtained  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  he  read  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject,  as  follows: 

J.  P.  Healey,  Esq..  City  Solicitor  : 

Dear  Sir — Is  section  seven  of  the  joint  rules  and 
orders  of  the  City  Council  applicable  to  the  vote  of 
Concurrence  or  rejection  of  the  orders  of  the  street 
Commissioners  for  the  laying  out,  altering  or  discon- 
tinuing the  streets? 

Yours,  truly, 

E.  O.  Shbpard, 
President  Common  Council. 

E.   0.  Shepard,  Esq.  ; 

Dear  Sir— In  my  opinion  the  rule  is  not  applicable 
to  the  case  you  pnt.  The  joint  rules  and  orders  of 
the  City  Council  arc  for  the  government  of  the  two 
branches  when  they  are  acting  as  the  City  Govern- 
ment, or  branches  of  it,  and  only  when  they  are  so 
acting.  When  the  members  of  the  City  Council  are 
called  upon  to  concur  or  non-concur  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  in  laying  out  or  widening  streets, 
they  act  as  a  tribunal  created  by  law  for  these  pur- 
poses, and  entirely  independently  of  their  office  as 
the  City  Government. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  P.  He.\lt,  City  Solicitor. 

In  his  opinion,  then,  the  joint  rule  of  the  City 
Council  was  not  applicable  to  the  Government  of  the 
two  branches  when  acting  upon  an  order  of  this  kind. 
The  act  by  which  the  Street  Commissioners  are  gov- 
erned is  entirely  independent  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment in  this  respect.  And  the  Chair  decides  that  the 
passage  of  the  order  requires  but  a  majority  vote. 
"  The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  by  a  vote  of  3G 
yeas  to  25  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Adams,  Barnes,  Blackmar,  Boardman,  Bren- 
nan,  Burditt,  Burt,  Collins.  Cudworth.  Darrow,  Da- 
vis, Denny.  N.  Doherty,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards, 
Hall,    Harrington,    Hine,   Holmes,    Lainb,    Mahan, 
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Marstoii,  McCue,  Pease,  Pevldns,  Prescott,  Risteeu, 
Tower,  Train,  LIpham,  West,  Weston,  Whiston, 
Wilbnr,  Woods,   Woodward. 

Nays— Abbott,  Anderson,  Bicknell,  Bkiler, 
Bowles.  Caton,  Dacey.Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hughes, 
Jones.  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Martin",  McKenney, 
Page,  Picliering,  Powers,  Sliaw,  Shepard,  Tbacher, 
Warren,  Wells. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  a  reconsideration  of  tlie  vote, 
which  he  hoped  would  not  prevail,  and  the  reconsid- 
eration was  lost. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

•  ■  The  follovving  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  pay  John  Galvin  $500,  for  expenses  as  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  and  Public  Squares. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  self-acting  lire 
engine,  at  not  exceeding  ,$2000. 

■  Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  more  than 
$.300,  for  a  gun  rack  for  and  repairs  in  the  armory  of 
Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment. 

The  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
make  arrangements,  tit  not  exceeding  $21,000,  for  the 
belebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  1873,  was  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10  moved  as  an  amendment  to 
substitute  $15,000  for  .$21,000,  believing  that  there 
should  be  a  curtailment  of  expenses  somewhere,  and 
he'did  not  know  where  it  could  be  better  done  than 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  favored  the  amendment  as  a 
good  one,  and  believed  there  was  no  city  in  the 
conntry  where  there  was  so  much  money  expended 
for  thecelebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  as  in  this 
city.  He  was  a  believer  in  the  Fouifb  of  July  and 
in  the  celebration  of  it,  but  he  luid  been  led  to  look 
into  the  matter  of  expenditures,  and  believed  that 
much  of  it  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.-  Shaw  gave  an  analysis  of  the  expenditures  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  the  Celebration 
of  the  Fourth  of  July.  In  the  matter  of  refresh- 
ments, the  rowing  regatta  and  goose  race  sub-com- 
mittee, in  an  expenditure  of  .$2267  33,  expended 
$39(1  70  for  refreslimeiits:  the  refreshments  of  the 
■sa,ilihg  regatta  sub-committee  and  an  expenditure  of 
f  22(37  33,  amounted  to  $323  115 ;  the  refreshments  of 
the  Ceueral  Committee  on  the  Henry  Morrison 
cost  $816  50.  The  matter  of  the  goose  race  was  a 
particular  subject  of  ridicule  by  him. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  City 
Government,  when  so  many  millions  of  dollars  were 
expended  for  street  improvements  there  should  be  a 
curtailment  of  expenditures.  Before  many  years  he 
believed  there  would  be  a  financial  crisis  in  the 
country,  and  now  old  commercial  houses  were  going 
down,  being  obliged  to  pay  from  one-half  to  one  per 
cent,  per  day  for  loans. 

Mr.  Shaw  further  stated  as  the  debt  of  the  city 
about  $30,000,000  and  in  three  years  more  it  would 
amount  to  $50,000,000,  increasing  the  interest  account 
to  $10,001)  a  day.  It  was  time,  then,  lie  said,  to  stop 
and  reflect  upon  the  matter,  and  look  before  they 
leaped,  that  every  dollar  of  illegal  expense  may  be 
saved.  The  Council  began  early  in  the  year  to  cut 
down  expenses,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  cut  down 
the  aggregate  amount  so  as  to  prevent  indiscrim- 
inate expenditures  by  sub  committees. 

Mr.  Wells  said  the  amount  proposed  to  be  expend- 
ed was  less  than  that  of  last  year,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  one  day's  amusement  would  be  expensive 
at  the  price  proposed.  So  far  as  printing  was  con- 
cerned, there  were  a  great  many  meml)ers  of  the  City 
Council  who  did  not  get  a  chance  to  ride  on  any  oth- 
er day,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  com- 
mittees would  walk  on  that  day.  The  amount  of 
$25,000  expended  was  doubled  in  the  advantages  by 
the  amount  of  trade  brought  into  the  city.  The 
goose  race  he  admitted  was  a  failure.  He  would  be 
willing  to  make  the  appropriations  $18,000,  and  dis- 
pense with  the  refreshments. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  had  made  an  examination  of 
the  matter,  and  was  satislled  that  $15,600  was  all  suf- 
ficient. He  hoped  that  all  the  other  amendments 
would  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  Pickering  thought  that  $15,000  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  in  a 
proper  manner.  The  committee  might  exercise  a 
good  discretion  and  save  some  of  the  expense,  par- 
ticularly that  for  a  goose  race.  He  thought  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  was  hard  on  the  goose,  for  geese 
had  saved  an  ancient  city,  and  there  was  no  knowing 
what  they  might  do  yet  for  us. 

Mr,  Flyim  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would 
prevail,  and  he  was  aVjout  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
dispense  with  the  fireworks. 

Mr.  Wells  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  if  he  had  said  anything  for  which 
he  was  sorry,  he  was  willing   to  "be   forgiven.    At 


least  it  would  be  supposed  he    was   sound    on    the 
goose. 

The  order  was  amended  to  make  the  amount 
.$15,000,  and,  as  amended,  the  order  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

ENGINEEES   OF   THE   FIRE   DErARTMBNT. 

Report  nominating  John  S.  Damrell  as  Chief-En- 
gineer of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the  following- 
named  persons  as  Assistant-Engineers:  Joseph  Dun- 
bar. Zenas  E.  Smith,  William  A.  Green,  George 
Brown,  John  W.  Regan,  John  S.  Jacobs,  Pliineas  D. 
Allen.  Ruf us  B.  Farrar,  James  Monroe,  John  Colli- 
gan,  Joseph  Barnes,  Sylvester  H.  Hebard,  Levi  W> 
Shaw,  George  W.  Clari:,  was  accepted,  and  the  certi- 
ficate of  their  election  was  i-ead,  when  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  Chief  Engineer,  with  the 
following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 38 

Necessary  lo  a  choice 30 

John  S.  Damrell 45 

John  Colligan 2 

James  Qulnn 2 

George  Brown 2 

Joseph  Dunbar,  Dr.  E.  B.  Whitman,  P.  D.  Allen, 
one  each 3 

And  there  were  two  for  an  ineligible  person. 
Mr.  Damrell  was  declared  to  be  elected,  in  couciir- 
rence. 

Pending  the  reception  of  the  ballots,  Mr.  Dean  of 
Ward  12  presented  the  following  memorial,  which 
was  read: 

In  view  of  the  recent  appointment  by  the  City 
Council  of  a  Committee  to  Nominate  a  Chief  Engi- 
neer of  the  Fire  Department,  and  in  consideration 
bf  the  iw-mense  interests,  both  of  life  and  prop- 
erty which,  in  great  measure,  are  depend- 
ent for  security  and  protection  upon  the  per- 
sonal qualities  of  the  individual  occupying  that 
office,  the  undersigned,  citizens  and  owners  of 
property  in  the  city  of  Boston,  while  animated 
by  the  most  kindly  feelings  towards  the  present  hold- 
er of  that  trust,  feel  called  upon  earnestly  to  repre- 
sent to  the  members  of  that  committee  and  of  the 
city  council  that  in  their  opinion  there  is  imperatively 
required  such  a  change  in  the  direction  of  that  de- 
partment as  wil'  bring  to  its  guidance  not  only  the 
best  available  experience  and  attainments  in 
the  profession,  but  also  capacity  to  organize 
in  the  best  manner  the  means  which  the  Gov- 
ernment may  provide,  foresight  to  meet  the 
demands  of  unusual  contingencies,  and  a  readi- 
ness to  cope  with  even  the  most  unforeseen  emer- 
gency, based  upon  the  clear  understanding,  sound 
judgment  and  cool  head  which  should  characterize 
the  man  whom  his  fellow  citizens  may  choose  to  fill 
so  important  and  honorable  a  post  and  one  which 
so  nearly  concerns  them  all. 
Geo.  C.  Richardson  &  Co.,  Geo.  B.  Upton, 
E.  R.  Mu;^ge,  Sawyer  &  Co  ,  Edward  Wigglesworth, 
Lawrence  &  Co..  Geo.  H.  Kuhn. 

Gardner  Brewer  &  Co.,  H.  H.  Hunnewell  &  Sons, 

Francis  Jaques,  J.  M.  Beebe  &  Co., 

James  L.  Little  &  Co.,  Thos.  Wigglesworth. 

Hamilton  A.  Hill.  Andrew  T.  Hall, 

Joy,  Langdon  &  Co. ,  Horatio  Harris, 

W.  Minot,  Jr.,  John  H.  Thorndike. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
The  votes  for  Assistant-Engineers  were  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Joseph  Dunbar 54 

Zenas  E.  Smith 54 

William  A.  Green 54 

George  Brown 34 

John  W.  Regan ! ! .  iss 

John  S.  Jacobs 51 

Phineas  D.  Allen ".[54 

Ruf  us  B.  Farrar '49 

James  Monroe '  .54 

John.  Colligan '.        '54 

Joseph  Barnes !!.!!!  54 

Sylvester  H.  Hebard '.'  '53 

Levi    vV.  Shaw 51 

George  W.  Clark .   "   "53 

Thomas  R.  Appleton "5 

George  Frazier,  Davia  Wilson   and   George  C. 
Fernald,  one  each 3 

The  persons  named  as  chosen  were  declared  to  be 
elected,  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Morton  &  Chesley,  for  extension  of  time  to  build 
on  Dcdham  street.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Joseph  F.  Paul  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  two  lum- 
ber sheds  on  their  wharf  on  Albany  street.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Henry  Doherty,  foi-  compensation  for  filling  Madi- 
son square.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

Henry  M.  Clark  and  others,  that  edgestones  be  set 
in  Longwood  avenue.     Ordered  to  be' sent  up. 
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BOAUD       OF       ALDElRMElSr, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  tlie  Board  of  ASdermen, 

APRIL    m,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  paj'— Bernard  T. 
Qiiinn,  for  Tremont  row  and  Howard  street;  Henry 
Packard,  for  Washington  Village  and  its  vicinity: 
Antonio  Enos,  for  duty  at  sales  and  delivery  of  car- 
goes; Benjamin  G.  Gavett.  at  the  Boston  Theatre; 
Stephen  G.  Deblois,  for  Concord  street  and  its  vicin- 
ity 

William  H.  Bancroft,  Jr.,  for  Mount  Vernon  Bank 
and  its  vicinity:  E.  W.  Buswell,  for  Horticultural 
Hall  and  its  vicinity:  Israel  Simpson,  for  John  A. 
Andrew  Hall;  Sullivan  M.  Waklron,  for  Madison 
Block,  No.  798  Washington  street;  John  R.  Tuttle, 
for  Stearns  Mill.  Neponset;  Alfred  Woods,  for 
Church-street  M.  E.  Church;  J.  Templeman  Coolidge, 
Jr.,  for  Beacon  street.  Charles  street  and  the  vicinity; 
Samuel  Hammond,  for  Beacon  street,  Charles  street 
and  the  vicinity;  Gilbert  H.  Hamilton  and  Myron  L. 
Shaw,  for  Dover  and  Albany  streets  and  the  vicinity. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Henry  N.  Clark  and  others,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  in  Longwood  avenue,  near  the 
bridge. 

A.  K.  Wentworth  and  others,  that  edgestones  be 
set  in  a  portion  of  Bower  street. 

Aratus  C.  Pratt,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
in  Roxbnry. 

Bay  State  Sugar  Refinery  and  others,  that  Eastern 
avenue  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Robert  M.  Mason,  trustee,  that  edgestones  be  set 
in  Longwood  avenue. 

M.  J.  Flatley  and  others,  that  North  street  be  paved 
with  wood,  near  Merchants"  row. 

J.  E.  &  N.  Brown  and  others,  for  the  repaving  of 
Pleasant  street  from  Tremont  street  to   Park   square. 

D.  N.  Skillings  and  others,  that  Beacon  .street  be 
paved  with  wood  as  far  as  Fairfield  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  wooden  stable  with  four  horses  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Clyde  and  Marginal  streets. 

Albe  C.  Clark,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Mill   street,  Harrison  Square. 

S.  &  A.  R.  Whittier,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twelve  horses  on  Harrison  avenue,  rear  of 
No.  502. 

Eugene  McKenna,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  seven  horses  on  Third  street,  between  A  and 
B  streets. 

J.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Highland-street  avenue, 

G.  Halliday  and  others,  against  the  petition  of  E. 
J.  Ellingwood,  for  a  stable  on  Codman  park. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

William'H.  Browne  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Hud- 
son street.  Ward  16. 

John  H.  Robinson  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Adams 
street.  Ward  Iti. 

James  G.  Haynes  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Fountain  street. 

Superintendent  of  Public.Buildings,  for  a  sewer  in 
East  street.  Ward  10.  to  accomodate  the  Mather 
Schoolhouse. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

George  G.  Elder  &  Son,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  in  the  rear  of  Nos.  399-401  Albany  street,  for 
a  iumber  shed.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

James  B.  Dow  and  others,  that  a  hose  carriage  be 
placed  in  the  house  of  Engine  No.  23.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Barnum's  Museum,  foi'  leave  to  parade  through  cer- 
tain streets  of  this  city.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

W.  F.  Wade,  that  water  may  be  furnished  to  his 
estates,  Nos.  146-1.50  Canal  street.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Water. 

A  remonstrance  was  presented  against  the  petition 
for  a  postponement  of  the  completion  of  the  exten- 
sion of  "fS'ashington  street,  tlie  remonstrants  believ- 
ing "that  there  is  an  urgent  demand  by  the  travelling 
public  for  this  great  work  to  be  speedily  finished," 
signed  by  Cyrus  Wakefield,  A.  H.  Allen,  Lewis  Rice, 
A.  Wentworth.   Byam,  Carlton  &  Co.,  Worthingtou, 


Flanders  &  Co.,  S.  S.  Holton,  Macullar,  Williams  S 
Parker,  Goldthwalt,  Snow  &  Knight,  George  B. 
Fpton,  Andrew  T.  Hall,  F.  Haven,  R.  &  W.  Sher- 
burne, the  Fitchburs  Railroad  Company,  Lowell 
Raih-oad  Company,  Boston  &  Maine  Raih-oad  Com- 
pany, by  their  officers,  making  131  firms,  individuals 
and  corporations,  S.  S.  Holton,  James  Pierce  &  Co., 
and  S.  D.  Bacon  being  on  the  line  of  the  extension 
and  to  be  turned  out  of  their  stores.  Rand,  Avery 
&  Co.  declined  to  sign  the  remonstrance,  but  will 
not  do  anything  to  hinder  tlie  improvement.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Streets. 

WIDENING    or    BEDFORD      STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Bedford  street, 
between  Summer  and  Kingston  streets,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $31,907. 

The  estimate  of  damages  is  given  as  follows: 

Henry  Lee,  No.  89  Bedford  street,  48  feet  of  land. 
.flo  per  foot,  1720;  damages  $480— total  $1200.  Heirs 
of  James  H.  Foster,  No.  87,  229  feet,  $1.5,  $:^435: 
rlamages  $500— *(393.5.  Warren  H.  Rogers,  No.  83, 
142  feet,  $11,  $1,502;  damages  $1700— $3202.  Heirs  of 
William  H.  Monroe.  No.  81,  161  feet,  $11,  $1771 ; 
damages  $1700— $:547l.  Justin  S.Ambrose,  No.  79, 
271  feet,  $11,  $2981;  damages  $500— $3481  Unknown 
owners,  Bedford  court,  08  feet,  no  expense.  Mary 
Chism,  No.  77,  :«9  feet,  $11,  .$4279;  damages  $:3300— 
$7579.  Elizabeth  Child.  No.  75,  198  feet,  $13,  $2574; 
damages  $1900— $4474.  Gilbert  Evans,  No.  73,  207 
feet,  $15,  $3105;  damages  $1400— $4505.  Total  1713 
feet,  $20,427;  damages  $11,480— $31,907. 

Aldei'man  Clark  stated  that  this  proposed  widening 
had  been  con.sidered  by  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
who  were  in  favor  of  it,  and  he  moved  the  passage  of 
the  resolve  and  order. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolve  and  order 
were  passed,  in  concurrence 

HEARINGS   ON    ORDERS   OF    NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  St.  James  street;  in  Hal- 
leck  street,  between  Prentiss  and  Ruggles  streets;  in 
Stoughton  street,  near  Brook  avenue;  in  Brook 
avenue,  in  West  Cottage  street  and  in  North  avenue, 
were  severally  taken  up.  No  person  appeared  in  re- 
lation thereto,  and  the  several  reports  were  recom- 
mitted. 

rNPINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  pay  fieorge  M.  Browne  $11.56  70,  for  land 
damages  on  Cottage  street. 

Order  to  pay  Thomas  W.  Tuttle  $:i03  70,  for  land 
damages  on  Cottage  street. 

Order  to  pay  Willis  B.  Mendum  $70  60,  for  land 
damages  on  Cottage  street. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  E.  C^ook  $1:^2,  for  land  dam- 
ages on  Summer  street. 

PAPERS   PROM    THE    COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Joseph  F.  Paul  &  Co.,   Henry   Do 
herty,  and  of  Morton  &  Chesley,  and  the  communica- 
tion of  George  C.  Richardson  &  Co.,  and  others,  were 
severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  reports  from  Committee  on  Claims  (leave  to 
withdraw)  on  petitions  of  Ann  Young,  Adeline  F. 
Phillips,  Stephen  L.  Burkett,  AnuE.  Chessman,  Mary 
Cogan,  and  Lynn  &  Boston  Railway  Company  were 
severally  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Report  and  order  to  allow  S.  C.  Field  &  Co.  to  erect 
a  wooden  addition  to  their  building  on  Ninth  street, 
near  Old  Harbor  street.  , 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Conrad  Decker  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  in  rear  of  Marginal  street.  East 
Boston. 

Order  to  pay  John  Galvin  $.500,  for  expenses  on 
Common,  etc. 

Order  to  allow  Company  A,  Ninth  Infantry,  $1^00 
for  repairs  on  armory. 

Order  to  discontinue  rent  of  armory  of  headquar- 
ters First  Battalion  of  Infantry  at  Williams  Hall  from 
January  1,  1873.      [Amended  to  make  it  May  1,  1873.] 

Order  for  such  alteration;  of  Hose  House  Four,  on 
Northampton  street,  as  will  accommodate  a  steam 
flre  engine,  etc. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  nominations  for  truant 
officers,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the  nomi- 
nations be  returned  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  the 
request  that  the  number  be  reduced  from  ten  to  six. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Michael 
Drinan  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Blue-Hill  ave- 
nue.    Accepted. 
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Aklerman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  CyriiK 
Wakefiekl,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  the  corner  of  Friend  and  Market 
streets,  and  of  Dennison  &  Company  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  nse  a  steam  boiler  and  en<  inc  at  No.  [8 
Norfolk  avenue.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Owen  Nawn 
for  leave  to  construct  an  addition  to  hishuilding  on 
Parker  street  beyond  the  legal  dimensions,  made  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Owen  Nawn  to  construct 
an  addition  to  his  hnilding  on  Parker  street,  accord- 
ing to  an  application  on  ifle  in  the  office  of  the  De- 
partment for  the  Snrvey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  A. 
\V.  Scott  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  East  Boston; 
.loseph  P.  Patterson  to  give  a  concert  at  Washington 
Hall  April  24;  Redpath  &  Pall  to  give  concerts  by 
Hampton  students  at  Tremont  Temple;  also  to  sun- 
dry persons  as  victuallers,  dealers  in  .second-hand 
articles,  to  keep  intelligence  offices,  for  wagon 
licenses,  transfer  of  wagon  licenses.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Hiram  Stearns  for  a  carriage  stand  at 
Nos.  7—18  Devonshire  street,  and  of  John  Camp- 
bell. 91  Richmond  street,  Patrick  Collins,  450  Federal 
street,  Otis  C.  Merrill  &  Co.,  44  Portland  street  and 
461/4  Sudbury  street,  and  John  Campbell,  126  Knee- 
land  street,  severally  for  licenses  as  victuallers.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows  :  Hannah 
Barnes,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  three  horses 
on  Monnt-Vernon  street,  near  Boston  street;  E.&  G.W. 
Reynolds,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  four  addi- 
tional horses  on  Warren  street,  rear  No.  115:  Stephen 
Connolly,  to  build  a  stable  in  the  rear  of  Athens 
street;  .Tames  Connaughton.  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
one  horse  in  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Savin-Hill 
avenue.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw,  as 
follows:  Elmer  C.  Cordon,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  the  corner  of  Thornton  street  and 
place,  and  on  petitions  of  Edward  G.  Morse  and 
others  for  additional  compensation  for  their  services 
as  public  vaccinators,  and  of  James  O.  Young  for  ad- 
ditional compensation  under  an  offal  contract.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  nominate  candidates  for  the  offices  of  field  drivers 
and  fence  \'ievvers,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
appointment  of  the  following-named  persons: 

Field  Drivers— William  D.  Cook.  S.  E.  Partridge, 
Henry  Morse,  Thomas  M.  Cotton,  Charles  Spear, 
William  Gordon,  Wilson  Stanley,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett, 
John  S.  Underwood,  Samuel  Mcintosh,  Edward  F. 
Mecuen,  E.  T.  Hitchcock,  John  Robie,  William 
Moulton,  William  T.  McChesney,  Patrick  H.  Rogers, 
Theodore  Hersey,  Bernard  Crosby. 

Fence  Viewers — Moses  Gragg.  John  Dove,  John 
Noble,  Luther  Briggs,  E.  H.  R.  Rnggles. 

The  several  nominations  were  confirmed. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  members  of  the  Police  Department 
be  fixed  at  .575  men,  including  officers  of  rank. 

Ordered,  That  the  number  of  sergeants  of  police 
be  increased  from  thirty-one  to  thirty-four. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  James  Gilfcather 
the  sum  of  .$800,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  his  estate  No.  t6fl  Fourth  street,  by  the 
r.aising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  as  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  1,  1873,  upon  the  usual  con- 
ditions; said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  BMeld  the  sum 
of  f .500,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages  caused 
to  his  estate.  No.  173  Chambers  street,  by  the  raising 
of  the  grade  of  said  street,  as  ordered  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  September  17,  1872,  upon  the  usual  csn- 
ditions;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
foi'  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $80  78  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  levied  on  .T.  C.  Delano,  for  a  sewer  In 
Meridian  street,  and  that  the  same  amount  be  as- 
sessed upon  William  Wood;  that  the  sum  of  .$166  88 
be  abated  from  the  assessment  levied  on  (Tcorge  P. 
Dudley,  for  a  sewer    in    West    Eagle  street,  and  that 


the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Austin  Gove  & 
Son. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Albany- 
Streel  Freight  Railway  Company  to  change  the  posi- 
tion of  the  turnout  leading  from  Albany  street  into 
the  premises  of  the  liinkley  Locomotive  AN'orks  to  a 
point  about  three  hundi'cd  feet  south  of  its  present 
location;  provided  that  all  expenses  caused  by  said 
change,  including  the  repaving  of  any  portion  of  Al- 
bany street  and  the  building  of  new  cesspools,  etc., 
shall  be  borne  by  said  Albany-Street  Freight  Railway 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Ruggles 
and  Ilalleck  streets,  and  report  a  schedule  of  the  ex- 
pense to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  St.  James, 
Akron  and  Regent  streets,  and  report  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Brook  ave- 
nue, North  avenue,  Stoughton  and  West  Cottage 
streets,  and  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  to  this 
Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  allow 
on  deposits  of  money  made  by  proprietors  of  lots  in 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  for  the  isermancnt  care  and 
ornamentation  of  said  lots,  interest  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding six  per  centum  per  annum;  the  amount  so 
allowed  to  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  said  cemetery. 
and  to  be  expended  under  their  direction. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  widening  Bedford 
street,  between  Summei-  and  Kingston  streets,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  |3i,907,  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  authorized  to  purchase  the  triangular 
parcel  of  land  at  the  .iunetion  of  Emerson  street  and 
Third  street.  South  Boston,  containing  24.54  square 
feet,  more  or  less,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
grade  of  Emerson  street;  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  seventy  cents  per  square  foot,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Nathan  Robbins 
the  sum  of  $10,230  83,  for  an  execution  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  .Tune  27,  1872,  paid  for  land  taken  in 
the  name  of  Franklin  S.  Simonds  and  others,  trustees, 
and  all  damages  for  widening  Eliot  street,  by  a  re- 
solve and  order  of  this  Board,  December  31,  1869,  and 
that  it  be  charged  to  the  apnropriation  for  Widening 
Eliot  Street. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to 
the  City  Hospital. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital is  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out  the  fifth 
section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

"Section  5.  The  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall  make 
such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  and 
government  of  the  patients  and  employes  in  said  hos- 
pital as  they  may  deem  proper  and  necessary:  sub- 
ject, however,  to  the  approval  of  the  City  Council." 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

OBDEKS   TO   PAY   FOR   STREET    WIDENINGS. 

Alderman  Clark  submitted  some  fifty  orders  to  pay 
for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  widening 
streets  on  the  burnt  district,  stating  that  they  were 
all,  in  their  several  amounts,  as  estimated  in  the 
widenings  of  the  Street  Commissioners. 

The  several  orders  were  pass3d,  as  follows,  the 
amounts  to  be  paid  from  the  Burnt-District  Loan: 

FEDERAL    STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.  Amt. 

Edwin  H.  Sampson lia  $3,0.38 

Nathan  Matthews 674  9,300 

S7  7:31 

H.  &.F.  A.  Whitwell,  exes 502  6,350 

E.  M.  Abbott  &•  E.  S.  liaiigK 756  12,4H(; 

Benjamin  S.  Boardniaii 510  w,508 

John  P.  Gilmaii 351)  6,730 

Edward   1).  Peters 406  7'6;"0 

.\ndrcw  T.  Hal] 340  6,450 

James  H.Beal ,582  10,8.5(1 

Charles  K.  Cook 93  ^,300 

.John  collamore 4;ji  4|931 

James  Jawrence  and  others,  trustees 539  9,201 

Heirs  uf  Mary  Powars 76i  11,950 

S.H.Russell,  trustee 473  lOOUO 

DavidSnow 1,1)3/  ,^  „,,. 

*•        '*         9*23  \  ].),nio 

MILK    STREET. 

Ft.  (if  land.    Ami. 

Heirs  of  T.  B.  Lawrence 481  /       f,„„  .,.„, 

"    "   '•  "        495  \       't'i-.-M 

K.;T.  Paine,  Jr.,  and  others J3U  12,721 

•Samuel  Atherton r,lu  12,130 

Llherty  St|uare  WarehuLi.sc  Company 991  16,656 
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Ft.  of  land.  Aint 

Moses  "Williams TO  1,8«0 

William  S.  Dexter 318  6,610 

Heury  A.  Whitney,  trustee 404  8,330 

HAWLET     STREET. 

Trinity  Church 2.530  ^69,300 

Heirs  of  Henry  Sargent 501  6,400 

James  Parker 19T  2,560 

W.  P.  Mason  and  C.  H.  Parker,  exec'rs. .  755  17,650 

George  P.  Upham 6.54  15,950 

Mary  and  Ann  Wigglesworth 253  3,910 

Alpheus  Hardy  and  others,  trustees 782  9,850 

CONGKE99   STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.    Amt. 

Heirs  of  Beniamin  Willis 220  $2,450 

Lorln  L.  Fuller 220  2,450 

James  Parker 2,285  65,000 

Johns. Potter 245  3,200 

Thomas  E.  Proctor 872  13,750 

Henry  M.  Whitney,  trustee 837  15,  lOO 

Heirs  of  Samuel  May 824  8,240 

ARCH  STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.   Amt. 

UrielCrecker 232  $2,050 

Mary  and  Anne  Wiggleswoi-th 213  2,100 

Alpheus  Hardy  and  others,  trustees 5,223  ) 

.  7,932  '-        132,000 
653^ 

FRANKLIN   STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.   Amt. 
E.  M.  Abbott  &  E.  S.  Bangs 2  *26 

DEVONSHIRE    STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.   Amt. 
JamesH.  Bcal 86  $1,720 

SUMMER   STREET. 

Ft.  of  Land.  Amt. 
W.  P.  Mason  and  C.  M.  Parker  executors.  .1241  $32,100 
Proprietors  of  Trinity  Church 1074  32,300 

CHAT  NCY   STREET. 

Alpheus  Hardy  and  others,  trustees,  $42,520,  for 
laud  taken  in  the  name  of  Oshorn  Howes  and  R.  J. 
Mo  nks,  trustees. 

PEARL   STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.    Amt. 
Moses  Williams 617        $19,000 

PURCHASE   STREET. 

Amt. 
Heirs  of  Samuel  May 4,480 

OLIVER  STREET. 

Ft.  of  Land.    Amt. 

Liberty  Square  Warehouse  Company 4,772        $87,396 

Heirs  of  John  Belknap T79  15,980 

Orders  were  also  passed  to  pay  James  H.  Clapp 
$7.51,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Stoughton  street;  to 
pay  Charles  A.  Upham  $200,  for  land  taken  to  widen 
Bollevue  street;  and  M.  Ada  Brewer  $72.0!5,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  Cottage  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  with  a  view  to  the  early  closing  of 
the  present  building  on  Marcella  street,  now  occu- 
pied as  a  smallpox  hospital,  the  Board  of  Health  be 
respectfully  requested  to  communicate  to  the  City 
Council  what  in  their  judgment  are  the  requirements 
of  the  city  for  a  permanent  hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  persons  suffering  from  smallpox  or  other  conta- 
gious diseases. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  when  this  hospital 
was  opened,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  he  should 
be  among  the  iirst  to  have  it  closed  when  the  ex- 
igency for  its  use  had  passed  away.  There  were  no 
doubt  good  objections  to  such  a  hospital  in  that 
neighborhood,  that  it  would  be  an  injury  to  the  prop- 
erty there,  and  no  doubt  the  assessors  would  so  con 
sider  it.  For  that  reason  it  was  desirable  to  close  it, 
if  no  longer  needed 

The  order  was  passed. 

APPOINTMENT   OP   POLICE   OFFICERS. 

The  following  appointments  were  received  from  the 
Mayor : 

Captain  of  Police— Joseph  Hastings. 

Lieutenant  of  Police— John  F.  Gardner. 

Sergeants  of  Police — Henry  C.  Hemmenway.  Dum- 
ner  Erskine,  Louis  W.  Swan,  Luther  H.  Collier,  Ly- 
man Andrews. 

Police  Officers— Veranus  C.  Hanson,  George  S.  Cla- 
tur,  William  D.  Kelley,  George  E.  Savory,  Henry  C. 
Preble,  William  Breen,  Stephen  E.  Robbins,  James 
Smiley,  Lawrence  Cain,  Edwin  Piper,  Charles  E.  Jelli- 
son,  George  Mullins,  Charles  L.  Merrill,  W.  W.  Lord, 
John  J.  Lynch,  James  M.  Ellis,  George  F.  Fenno. 
Michael  H.  Glass,  Richard  Sefton,  William  P.  True, 
Thomas  E.  Ryan,  John  D.  Blew,  Alfred  T.  Webber, 
William  Cogan,  Orrington  M.  Hanscom,  James  H. 
Leo,  Charles  J.  Oldham. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

ORDER   OF   NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Eighth" 
street,  between  Old  Harbor  and  G  streets.  Hearing 
Monday  next,  April  28,  4  P.  M. 


REDtTCTION   OF  NUMBER    OF    TRUAIJT   OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Gaflield  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  requesting  the  Mayor  to  make  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  truant  officers. 

Aldermam  Power  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail, being  of  the  belief  that  the  Committee  on  Police 
had  the  best  of  reasons  for  asking  that  a  reduction 
be  made,  after  considering  the  subject  thoroughly. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  he  had  paid  great  attention 
to  the  subject,  had  spent  many  hours  with  the  chief 
of  the  truant  officers,  was  familiar  with  the  nature 
of  their  duties,  believed  their  services  to  be  valuable 
to  the  schools,  and  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
them  would  prove  to  be  an  unfortunate  thing  to  the 
schools. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  supposed  the  Committee 
(m  Police  understood  what  they  were  aoout  when 
they  reported  in  favor  of  a  reduction.  He  had  also 
given  great  attention  to  the  subject,  and  if  others  do 
as  much  as  the  officer  did  at  South  Boston,  six  would 
be  as  many  as  were  necessary  for  the  whole  city.  Ho 
did  not  doubt  they  were  alf  excellent  men,  and  he 
had  no  fault  to  find  with  them;  yet  it  was  well  known 
that  there  was  a  great  pressure  for  appointment  as  a 
truant  officer  than  for  any  other  officer,  for  the  reason 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  for  half  the  year,  and  but 
little  duty  to  perform.  The  best  of  these  officers  had 
been  police  officers. 

Alderman  Say  ward  said  he  did  not  understand  why 
a  change  was  proposed,  for  if  ten  were  needed  years 
ago,  the  increase  of  population  and  of  schools  would 
call  for  an  increase  rather  than  a  decrease  of  officers. 
If  there  was  no  need  of  them,  and  the  police  could  do 
the  duty  as  it  seemed  to  be  supposed,  then  abolish 
the  office.  But  as  it  was,  he  believed  there  were 
none  too  many.  The  School  Committee  he  believed 
to  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  matter,  and  he  could 
not  vote  for  a  reduction  unless  better  reasons  were 
given  than  had  been,  which  were  no  reasons  at  all. 
If  they  had  so  little  to  do,  as  was  urged,  then  reduce 
their  pay. 

Alderman  Power  referred  to  the  vacations,  the 
many  holidays.  Wednesday  and  Satuaday  afternoons, 
which  these  officers  had,  and  said  he  believed  the  city 
did  not  need  so  many,  any  more  than  it  needed  two 
mayors,  and  if  it  had  been  an  evil  in  past  years  in  hav- 
ing too  many  of  such  officers  it  should  not  be  tolerat- 
ed any  longer.  He  did  not  know  the  men;  thought 
they  were  Iirst- class  men,  but  if  $.5000  to  $7000  could 
be  saved  yearly  they  should  save  that  sum.  If  the 
School  Committee  were  the  best  able  to  judge  of  such 
matters,  why  did  no\,  the  Alderman  yield  to  their 
judgment  in  the  matter  of  the  normal  school?  He 
had  no  interest  or  feeling  in  the  matter,  nor  anything 
against  the  truant  officers,  but  the  office  was  believed 
to  be  so  desirable  that  a  greater  pressure  was  made 
for  the  appointments  than  there  was  for  the  office  of 
Mayor. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  would  give  his  reasons 
in  relation  to  the  normal  school  when  that  question 
came  up,  but  so  far  as  related  to  holidays  and  not  be- 
ing obliged  to  work  on  Sundays,  it  was  true  of  the 
banks  and  places  of  business.  Neither  was  there 
trade  in  some  articles,  while  parties  might  get  ready 
on  Sundays  to  sell. 

Alderman  Gaffield  stated  in  relation  to  making  re- 
ports, that  the  truant  officers  reported  to  the  Mayor 
and  not  to  the  Chief-of-Police,  who  did  not  know 
whether  or  not  they  properly  discharged  their  duties. 
These  officers  were  the  friends  of  the  children.  He 
might  be  willing  to  yield  to  a  reduction  to  eight. 

Alderman  Power  repeated  that  these  officers  were 
not  employed  half  of  their  time.  He  had  paid  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  this  subject,  and  believed  it 
wonld  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city  to  reduce 
the  number  of  these  officers. 

Alderman  Sayward  wished  to  know  if  a  reduction 
was  made  to  six,  how  it  would  affect  these  officers  in 
making  them  work  nights  and  Sundays. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Police  had  given  agood  deal  of  thought 
to  the  subject,  and  on  consultation  believed  that  six 
would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  truant  officers,  one 
each  for  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Roxbury,  and 
Dorchester,  and  t(vo  for  the  city  proper.  It  was  not 
a  question  with  them  as  to  whether  half,  three-quar- 
ters, or  the  whole  of  their  time  was  engaged,  but 
whether  so  many  of  them  were  needed.  There  was 
no  doubt  it  was  a  desirable  office,  an  easy  berth,  and 
there  was  a  great  pressure  for  it. 

Alderman  Sayward  referred  to  the  great  distances 
which  an  officer  in  Ward  16  would  be  obliged  to 
travel — Ave  or  six  miles- from  one  schoolhouse  to 
another.  If  the  officers  did  not  do  all  the  duty  which 
was  desired  of  them,  he  supposed  they  did  all  they 
have  to  do.  He  had  not  heard  many  applicants  for 
the  office,  and  had  not  been  troubled  as  he  had  been 
in  a  pressure  to  get  upon  the  police. 
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Akleiman  Gibson  said  the  committee  had  lodged 
over  the  matter  thoroughly,  and  believed  that  there 
were  four  men  more  than  were  necessary.  He  did 
not  look  at  it  as  aft'scting  his  district  or  others,  but 
believed  it  was  their  duty  to  save  money,  if  it  could 
be  saved.  So  far  as  related  to  territory,  he  did  not 
believe  it  would  be  necessary  for  an  officer  to  go  over 
all  of  Ward  Ki,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  duties  of 
the  office  were  required  among  what  would  be  called 
the  lower  orders  of  society,  which  was  about  twenty 
per  cent,  of  the  population.  The  committee  had 
looked  at  the  matter  fairly  and  squarely,  and  believed 
it  was  for  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  that  some  of 
these  officers  should  be  dropped. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  was  admitted  that  the 
committee  did  not  know  what  the  amount  of  duties 
of  these  officers  was.  If  there  ever  was  a  need  for 
ten  officers  he  believed  there  was  now,  and  it  re- 
mained for  the  committee  of  this  year  to  make  the 
discovery  that  the  officers  were  not  needed. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  if  an  evil  had  existed, 
it  was  better  late  than  never  to  remedy  it.  These 
men  were  an  independent  body,  having  a  roving 
commission,  with  no  one  to  report  to,  and  that  was  a 
reason  why  so  many  desired  to  get  into  it.  He  hoped 
the  committee  would  require  them  to  report  at  some 
place. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  it  was  contemplated  re- 
quiring these  officers  to  make  a  report  every  day  at 
someplace.  Their  duties  were  not  so  laborious"  but 
what  they  had  a  good  deal  of  time.  In  regard  to  the 
matter  the  committee  had  the  advice  of  those  who 
know.  With  the  best  of  abilities  in  such  an  office  six 
would  be  ample.  He  did  not  siippose  that  Ward  Ifi 
would  want  two,  for  some  parts  of  the  city  would  re- 
quire more  than  others.  He  presumed  that  six  could 
attend  to  alKthe  duties  of  the  office  as  they  ought  to 
be  attended  to. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  did  not  speak  for  Ward 
Ki,  as  needing  these  officers,  but  for  the  school  sys- 
tem. If  four  men  could  perform  all  the  duties,  as  was 
recommended,  it  might  be  claimed  that  half  of  the 
police  officers  could  do  all  the  duties  of  that  force; 
and  if  so,  the  expense  of  half  could  be  saved.  The 
police  might  be  hired  to  do  the  duties  of  the  office  by 
the  job.  If  there  had  been  a  necessity  for  so  many 
officers,  and  an  increase  in  everything  else  and  in  all 
departments  of  the  city,  why  not  increase  these  offi- 
cers? He  thought  there  was  a  doubt  whether  the 
number  should  be  reduced. 

Alderman  Power  believed  that  one  fact  proved  that 
there  was  no  need  of  so  many  officers,  in  their  having 
so  many  half-days  and  holidays,  and  in  not  being 
employed  all  the  time.  It  was  a  bad  argument  to  make 
that  because  an  evil  had  existed  for  years  it  should 
not  be  remedied. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  did  not  see  any  evil  to 
be  remedied.  These  officers  report  to  the  Mayor  and 
to  the  teachers  of  the  schools,  and  to  the  head  of  the 
force. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  the  committee  had  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools  before  them,  and  he  had 
up-hill  work  to  show  that  so  many  officers  could  find 
business  to  do.  He  would  not  give  half  price  for 
men  who  do  not  work  half  the  time,  and  would  much 
prefer  to  pay  a  man  $2000  for  working  the  whole 
time,  than  to  pay  him  $.500  for  half  his  time.  For 
that  reason  it  \\'as  that  men  working  in  the  navy 
yard  were  not  worth  anything,  but  \\ere  ruined  for 
work.  Men  should  work  enough  to  harden  their 
muscle. 

Alderman  Power  believed  that  the  officers  could 
hunt  up  information  at  the  schools  when  in  session, 
and  in  the  afternoon,  when  there  are  no  schools,  and 
in  the  evening  they  could  visit  the  homes  of  the  chil- 
dren. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  appeared  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  gentleman  to  make  these  officers  work 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons,  Sundays  and 
holidays.  In  reply  to  the  Alderman  from  Ward  1,  he 
said  if  it  was  an  object  to  make  men  work  more 
to  develop  their  muscle,  then  why  not  bring  back  the 
old  hours  of  working  from  sunrise  to  sunset?  He 
did  not,  however,  believe  that  the  Alderman  would 
work  any  more  if  he  could  make  as  much  in  three 
days  as  he  could  in  a  week. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  gave  statistics  to  show  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  schools,  and  ex- 
pressed the  belief  that  it  would  be  for  the  best  inter- 
e.-its  of  education  that  the  force  should  bo  increased 
rather  than  be  decreased.  The  truant  officers  could 
better  perform  the  duties  than  could  the  police  offi- 
cers, and  it  was  not  desirable  to  have  the  children 
frightened  by  a  police  officer.  These  officers  were 
the  friends  of  the  children  and  sought,  by  kind 
words,  to  lead  them  to  school,  and  to  secure  to  them 
a  good  education,  which  should  be  for  their  benefit 
and  the  good  of  the  country. 


The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost — 6  to  6 — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Emery,  Gaffleld,  Hulbert,  Quincy 
and  Sayward. 

Nays— Brown,  Claris,  Cutter,  Gibson,  Power  and 
Stebbins. 

NORMAL-SCHOOL   ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Alderman  Gaffield  moved  to  take  up  the  special 
assignment— the  report  and  order  authorizing  the  un- 
occupied rooms  in  the  Appleton- street  Primary 
Schoolhouse  to  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  nor- 
mal school. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  had  little  more  to  add  to 
what  he  had  said  on  the  subject,  and  he  believed  it 
was  an  unnecessary  change  which  took  place  a  year 
ago,-  in  part  abolishing  the  normal  school,  and  leav- 
ing the  schoolhouse  built  for  a  Girls'  High  and  Nor- 
mal School  to  be  a  high  school  for  girls  exclusively. 
The  house  was  large  enough  to  accommodate  both, 
and  he  could  not  see  why  there  should  be  a  change. 
Making  such  a  separation  by  removing  to  the  Rice 
School  District  meant  a  new  schoolhouse  for  the  Nor- 
mal School.  Was  there  such  a  necessity?  He  be- 
lieved not,  for  there  were  but  554  scholars  in  the 
high  school  when  the  house  was  calculated  for  1200. 
To  make  the  change  it  would  cost  .$9000  a  year  to  ed- 
ucate 48  pupils.  TJle  expense  of  fitting  up  the 
schoolhouse  would  not  be  less  than  $1000. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  approved  of  the  remarks  of  the 
Alderman  in  the  case  of  the  matter  just  disposed  of, 
that  those  who  have  charge  of  such  matters  are  the 
best  capable  of  judging  what  is  required.  In  regard 
to  the  necessities  for  the  normal  school,  it  would  be 
much  better  to  have  ten  or  twelve  classes  for  the 
training  of  teachers  than  it  was  last  year  to  have  but 
one  class  of  primary  scholars  'rom  the  best  families 
at  the  SoiTth  End  picked  out  for  the  purpose.  The 
only  expense  would  \>e  for  seats.  The"  desks  in  the 
Rice  School  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the 
normal  school. 

Alderman  Sayward  made  some  statements  relative 
to  the  transfer  of  the  training  school  from  Somerset 
street  to  the  normal  schoolhouse,  and  to  the  increase 
of  salaries  from  $1,500  originally  to  $9000;  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  right  the  School  Committee  had 
to  abolish  ihe  normal  school  as  they  did,  bjr  the  re- 
moval of  the  training  school  and  the  separation  pro- 
posed. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  would  like  to  hear  .from 
others  who  visited  the  normal  school,  on  the  invita- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction. It  seemed  to  him  that  the  expense  of  fit- 
ting up  the  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  this 
school  would  be  too  large  if  it  amounted  to  $2000. 

Alderman  Gaffield  stated,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  for 
information,  that  there  were  from  sixty-five  to 
seventy  in  the  normal  school. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  there  were  but  fortv-eight 
last  year. 

Alderman  Gibson  wished  also  for  information  from 
those  who  visited  the  school,  but  thought  $9000  was 
a  large  sum  for  the  education  of  so  small  a  number. 

Aldei-man  Brown  said  he  visited  the  school  and 
was  well  repaid.  He  believed  the  accommodations 
asked  for  should  be  provided,  and  to  furnish  facili- 
ties in  more  classes  to  be  taught  would  be  more  bene- 
fit than  the  cost  of  supplying  chairs.  Instead  of 
$1200,  he  did  not  believe  the  expense  would  be  more 
than  $300.  If  they  voted,  as  they  had,  large  sums  for 
other  purposes,  he  did  not  think  they  should  be 
afraid  of  this. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  was  not  surprised  at 
the  change  which  had  taken  place  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  but  with  reference  to  the  expense 
he  had  the  estimate  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  that  not  $;W0,  but  $1200  would  be  neces- 
sary. He  had  seen  no  reason  why  he  should  change 
his  opinion  from  that  of  last  week. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
visited  the  school,  as  proposed,  and  was  well  pleased, 
but  was  disappointed  in  not  meeting  there  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  through  whom  they 
could  ascei'tain  the  cost  of  the  proposed  improve- 
ments. Without  going  into  any  particular  figuring, 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  cost  would  be  very  great, 
but  rather  a  small  amount  considering  the  good  to 
come  of  it. 

Alderman  Sayward  repeated  that  the  figures  which 
he  had  were  made  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $1200.  Further 
the  building  on  Newton  street  was  designed  both  for 
a  normal  as  well  as  a  high  school;  and  if  the  old 
master  had  been  retained,  the  classes  for  the  training 
schools  would  have  remained  in  the  house. 

Alderman  Brown  asked  for  the  items  of  the  esti- 
mates given  by  the   Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
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Alderman  Sayward  reported  that  he  had  none,  but 
the  cost  was  as  estimated  by  the  Superintendent. 

Alderman  Power  said,  he  did  iiot  know  that  he 
nnderstood  the  subject,  and  wished  to  know  if  there 
were  the  same  number  of  classes  in  the  high  school - 
house  to  which  instruction  coxild  be  given. 

Alderman  Gafiield  replied  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  have  the  same  facilities  in  the  high  sclioolhonse. 
which  there  would  be  in  having  five  or  six  primary- 
school  classes  and  ten  or  twelve  grammer  school- 
classes. 

Alderman  Clark  wished  for  information  from  other 
members  of  the  Board  who  visited  the  school. 

Alderman  Sayward  wished  to  know  why  a  house 
which  could  accommodate  1200  pnpils.  could  not  pro- 
vide for  more  than  554. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  he  visited  the  school,  and 
■while  he  was  favorably  disposed  before  making  the 
visit,  he  was  convinced  in  doing  so  that  the  expense 
to  be  incurred  wa  s  desirable.  A  large  expense  would  be 
justified  in  the  elevation  of  the  schools  and  teachers, 
whic*!  such  a  measure  would  secure. 

Alderman  Power  thought  it  desirable  that  the 
young  ladies  .shonld  have  a  number  of  classes  to  teach, 
but  if  there  was  room  for  1200  in  the  high  school- 
house,  and  it  could  provide  for  .500  or  600  more  than 
now,  there  was  no  necessity  for  another  school. 

Alderman  Gaflield  stated' the  uses  to  which  the  va- 
rious rooms  in  the  high  schoolhouso  were  put,  and 
while  there  were  80  or  100  desks  in  some  of  them, 
he  urged  that  two  classes  could  not  be  put  into  one 
room,  and  with  the  continued  increase  in  the  niimber 
of  scholars,  there  could  not  be  the  room  for  a  normal 
school  which  was  desirable. 

Alderman  Brown  said  that  Mr.  Hutchins.  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  the  school,  H'aspresen(, 
and  he  would  like  to  have  him  state  the  wants  of  the 
school. 

Alderman  Clark  repeated  his  wish  to  hear  from 
other  members  of  the  Board  who  visited  the  school. 

Alderman  Sayward  objected  to  inviting  others,  not 
members,  to  address  the  Board,  and  believed  that 
Mr.  Hutchins  had  done  his  duty  in  personal  conver- 
sations with  the  members  of  the  Board  in  regard  to 
the  school.  He  repeated  that  he  believed  the  present 
schoolhouse  was  large  enough  for  both  schools. 

Alderman  Gibson,  in  vie^v  of  the  diversity  of  views 
among  those  who  visited  the  school,  moved  that  the 
order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Gaffield  replied  that  there  was  ino  diver- 
sity of  opinion  among  those  members  of  the  Board 
who  visited  the  school,  for  they  were  all  agreed,  so 
far  as  they  had  spoken,  that  the  wants  of  the  school 
required  the  passage  of  the  order, 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 
•    The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  it  was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  7  to  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Brown. Clark,  Emery,  Gaffield,  Hul- 
bert,  Quincy. 

Nays— Cutter,  Ciibson,  Powers,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

The  list  of  jurors  qualified  to  serve  in  the  courts  of 
Suffolk  was  accepted  by  the  Board. 

STATISTICS   or  BOSTON. 

■  Alderman  Power  submitted  the  report  of  Ellis  W. 
!Morton,  employed  under  an  order  of  December,  1870, 
"to  procure  and  arrange  for  publication  statistics  re- 
lating to  the  city  of  Boston  obtained  for  the  ninth 
United  States  census." 

,  The  analysis  gives  tlie  general  result  of  the  tables 
compiled,  as  follows: 

,  The  entire  population  of  Boston,  including  Eox- 
bury.  annexed  in  18()7.  and  Dorchester,  annexed  in 
1809,  has  increased,  in  seventy  years,  from  30,049  to 
250,526.  In  none  of  the  decennial  periods  has  the  in- 
,crease  fallen  below  10,000,  The  increase,  and  the  de- 
cennial percentage  of  increase,  however,  was  much 
larger  from  1830  to  1850  than  during  any  other  period 
of  the  city's  career.  Rising  from  70,713  in  the  year 
1830,  to  107,:547  in  the  year  1840,  being  an  increase  of 
36,034,  it  kept  on  in  a  still  greater  ratio  during  the 
next  decnde--from  107,347  to  163,214;  adding  very 
near  100,000  to  its  population  in  twenty  years.  From 
tills  larger  basis  of  163,214,  twenty  years  ago,  it  has 
made  aii  increase  of  87,312  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  of  which  37,780  has  been  made  during  the  last 
ten. 

If  we  come  to  a  comparison  between  1865  and  1870, 
we  find  the  total  increase  of  population  to  be  from 
231,461  to  250,.526,  or  19,06.5.  Of  this  increase,  6863  is 
of  foreign  miiles  and  3314  of  foreign  females;  5783  of 
native  males  and  3105  of  native  females— or  a  total 
foreign  increase  of  10,177  and  native  increase  of  8888. 
This  foreign  increase  is  upon  a  basis  of  77,809,  the 
total,  foreign  population  in  18(i5,  while  the  native  in- 
crease is  upon  a  basis  of  1.53,652,  the  native  popula- 
tion of  that  year;  so  that  while  the  per  cent,  of  in- 
crease of  the  whole  population  is  8.24,  that  of  the 
"foreign  population  is  13.08. 


Of  the  total  foreign-born  population,  87,986  in  num- 
ber, 56,903  are  of  Irish  birth  and  13,818  of  British 
American;  .5977  English,  .5608  German,  and  all  other 
5680.  Yet,  with  the  exception  of  the  German-boni 
-population,  the  percentage  of  increase  has  been  less 
among  the  Irish  than  among  other  foreign-born  per- 
sons, it  being  only  5.05  per  cent.,  against  .55.16  per 
cent,  in  the  case  of  the  natives  of  British  America, 
and  15.08  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  the  English.  Under 
the  head  of  "all  other"  nationalities,  the  increase 
from  1865  to  1870  was  1562,  or  37.93  per  cent. 

Table  HI.  shows,  perhaps  with  more  distinctness, 
the  slight  proportional  increase  of  foreign-born  over 
native-born  persons.  Of  the  population  of  1865,  the 
whole  number  being  231,401,  the  number  of  natives 
was  153,6.52,  or  66..39  per  cent,  while  the  number  of 
foreigners  was  77,809,  or  33.61  ]ier  cent.  In  1870,  the 
whole  number  being  2.50..526.  the  number  of  natives 
was  162,540,  or  64.88  per  cent. ;  foreigners  87,986,  or 
35.12  per  cent.  If  we  examine,  in  this  table,  the  per- 
centage of  increase  of  foreigners  of  the  various 
nationalities,  we  find  that  the  Irish  increase  since 
1865  has  been  from  .54,166  to  56,903;  a  diminution  of 
percentage  of  the  whole  population  from  23.40  to 
22.71  per  cent. ;  there  is  also  a  diminution  of  the  Ger- 
man percentage  of  the  whole  from  2.;14  to  2.24  per 
cent.;  the  foreigners  of  other  nationalities,  on  the 
other  hand,  exhibit  an  increase  of  percentage,  mostly 
in  the  case  of  natives  of  British  America. 

The  increase  and  diminution  of  population  by 
wards,  between  the  year  1865  and  the  year  1870,  is 
shown  in  Table  No.  5.  All  the  wards  show  an  in- 
ci-ease  of  population  except  Ward  4.  Ward  5,  Ward  6, 
and  Ward  8,  where  the  aggregate  diminution  is 
11,755.  The  large  decrease  in  Ward  5,  and  the  large 
increase  in  Ward  12,  are  no  doubt  mainly  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  Fort  Hill-improvements.  The  relative 
increase  of  population  by  wards  is  shown  bj'  the 
table  of  "per  cent,  increase,"  and  in  this  table,  the 
wards  which  show  an  increase  of  population  rank  as 
follows:  Ward  12,  Ward  1,  Wards  13,  14  and  15,  taken 
together,  M'ard  11,  Ward  9,  Ward  7,  Ward  16,  Ward  2, 
Ward  10  and  Ward  3.  The  population  of  the  wards 
varies  from  28,921  in  Ward  7,  to  8536  in  Ward  13 
(Highland.-).  The  order  in  which  they  now  rank,  as 
regards  population,  is  as  follows:  Ward  7,  Ward  1, 
Ward  2,  Ward  12,  Ward  3,  Ward  15,  Ward  11,  Ward  5, 
Ward  9,  Ward  10,  Ward  16,  \A'ard  6,  Ward  14,  Ward  8, 
Ward  4,  Ward  13. 

-  Boston  numbered,  in  1870,  among  its  population, 
natives  of  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  ITiiion, 
except  Nevada,  Nebraska,  and  West  Virginia,  al- 
though Arkansas,  Alaska  Territ(n-y,  and  Washington 
Territory,  having  only  one  each,  and  Oregon  having 
only  two,  narrowly  escaped  being  included  with  the 
three  places  flr.st  named. 

Of  the  entire  population,  one  half  (that  is  to  say 
125,:141  out  of  2.50,.526)  are  white  natives  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  there  are  in  addition  1279  colored 
natives  of  this  State;  and  1.54,6.52  are  natives  of  the 
New  England  States.  The  natives  of  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  number  about  3000.  The  white 
natives  of  Massachusetts  are  distributed  by  wards  as 
follows: 
AVard   1 12,7tit 


2 11,821 

:j fi.iKO 

4 4,340 

r. 6,291 

f) 5,155 

7 i:?,203 

8 5,271 


Ward  9 7,081 

■"      10 7,26C 

"      11 8,284 

•'      12 11,490 

"      13 4,565 

"      14 B.T90 

"      15 7,297 

"      16 7,806 


The  foreign-bern  white  population  is  thus  distrib 
nted 
Ward  1 8,56' 


2 11,423 

;i 5,014 

4 :M5l 

5 6,222 

6.... 1 2,884 

7 13,880 

8 3,450 


Ward  9 4,214 

'■      10 3,654 

"      11 :3,447 

"      12 5,846 

"      13 3,305 

"      14 3,120 

"      15 6,223 

"      16. ..:  2,884 


In  the  twelfth  table  there  is,  in  addition  to  this  ta- 
ble of  foreign-born  persons,  a  table  of  jiersons  of 
foreign  parentage,  in  the  aggregate,  and  by  wards, 
which  gives  this  I'csult: 

Foreign  fathers 150,779 

b'oreign  mothers 150,645 

Foreign  fathers   and  motliers 142,249 

Exhibited  by  wards,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  pro- 
portion between  the  wards  differs  materially  from 
that  in  the  table  next  given  above. 

The  natives  of  Ireland  are  distributed  in  wards,  as 
follows: 


Ward 


.  4,177 
.  8,687 
.  3,248 
,  2,363 
4,752 
,  1,748 
.  10,454 
,  1,847 


Ward  9 1,838 

10 2,210 


11. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


!,112 
8,832 
2,172 
1,937 
3,638 
1,885 
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The  colored  popxilation  of  Boston  is  3513,  being  an 
increase  of  1082  since  ]8()5.  Of  the  whole  numl)er. 
3115  are  of  native  and  398  of  foreign  birth;  KiS  of 
these  last  being  from  Nova  Scotia  and  05  from  New 
Brunswiclv.  Ward  0  contains  17T8  of  these  colored 
inhabitants,  and  there  appear  to  be  none  in  Ward  13. 
Somewhat  less  than  ime-third  of  the  colored  people 
(or  1270)  were  born  in  Massachusetts;  and  of  the  re- 
mainder 770  were  born  in  Virginia  and  240  in  Mary- 
land. Of  colored  Africans  there  are  only  0.  We  do 
not  observe  any  other  facts  in  regard  to  this  small 
class  of  our  population  which  call  for  further  com- 
ment or  analysis. 

Table  No.  7  exhibits  the  native  white  population 
by  wards,  classified  by  age  and  sex.  We  make  the 
following  summary : 

Total  number  of  native  white  males 78,05:2 

'     females 81,373 

"  "  "       "     coloredmales 1,547 

'■  "  "       "  "        females 1,568 

"  "  '•    foreign  white  males 40,130 

"  "  •'  '•  "     females 47,458 

"  "  "    coloredmales 188 

"  "  "  "  '■     females 210 

This  summary  shows  no  great  disparity  between 
the  sexes,  except  in  the  case  of  those  of  foreign  birth, 
wtiere  the  disparity  might  be  expected  to  exist.  If 
we  look  at  the  different  ages,  we  find  a  considerable 
disproportion  between  males  and  females  in  some 
cases.  For  instance,  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
twenty-one,  there  are  1H37  native  white  males,  and 
2023  native  white  females.  From  sixty-five  to  seventy 
there  are  092  native  white  males  and  933  native  white 
females,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  above  this  age 
the  females  considerably  predominate  in  number.  Over 
the  age  of  ninety  there  are  27  nativt-  white  females 
and  only  8  native'white  males;  though  the  one  who 
is  set  down  as  having  reached  the  age  of  one  hundred 
is  a  male.  The  age  of  four  persons,  three  of  whom 
are  in  Ward '8  and  one  in  Ward  12,  is  unknown.  The 
same  general  fact  regarding  the  great  longevity  of 
females  is  shown  by  Table  No.  IX.,  in  relation  to  the 
foreign-born  population. 

The  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  to  families  con- 
stitutes perhaps  the  most  interesting  table  of  what  is 
called  the  "social  statisties"  of  the  city.  This  will  be 
observed  at  a  glance,  in  the  first  two  columns  of  Ta- 
ble XIT.  The  wards,  as  is  to  be  expected,  show  a 
wide  diversity  in  this  respect;  but  w"  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  point  out,  in  any  new  sum- 
mary or  table,  the  statistics  on  this  point. 
;:;,,The  opportunities  of  secular  education,  in  pnblie 
and  private  schools,  and  in  higher  institutions  of 
learning,  are  exhibited  in  the  table  of  colleges,  etc. 
It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  State  Nautical  School 
has  been  abolished  since  1870.  Nearly  700  public 
schools  are  in  operation,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  more  than  ,33,000;  and  these  are  supported  at  an 
expense  of  .$850,000,  raised  by  taxation;  yet  there  are 
17,391  persons  in  the  city  who  cannot  read,  and  23,- 
420  who  cannot  write. 

The  I^nitarians  have  the  largest  number  of  church 
organizations  (27)  and  church  edifices  (26):  the  Meth- 
odists next  (organizations  22,  edifices  21).  Next  in 
order  come  the  Congregationalists,  the  Roman  Cath- 
olics, the  Baptists  and  tne  Episcopalians.  In  the  ta- 
ble of  accommodation  for  the  people  the  order  is 
changed,  and  is  as  follows:  1st,  Roman  Catholic; 
2d,  Congregationalist;  :i<\.  Unitarian:  4th,  Baptist; 
5th,  Methodist;  0th,  Episcopalian;  and  so  on.  In 
value  of  church  property  the  order  is— 1st,  Unitarian; 
2d,  Congregationalist;  3d,  Roman  Catholic;  4th,  Epis- 
copalian: .5th,  Baptist;  0th,  Methodist. 

The  facts  in  relation  to  the  libraries  and  to  the 
newspapers  and  periodicals  are  stated  in  the  tables 
with  sufficient  conciseness,  though  the  classification 
of  the  newspapers  as  "political  and  literary,"  is  like- 
ly to  mislead  those  who  do  not  consider  that  the  best 
of  oitr  daily  papers  are  those  to  which  the  public  look 
for  their  literary  intelligence  and  readiiig. 


The  productive  industry  of  Boston  is  partially  ex- 
hibited in  the  table  of  manufactures,  so  various  iu 
their  character  as  to  embrace  almost  every  field  of  in- 
genuity and  contrivance. 

It  should  be  remarked  here  that,  owing  to  many 
and  peculiar  difficulties  in  their  collection,  little  con- 
fidence can  be  placed  in  the  accuracy  or  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  statistics  of  manufactures.  They 
are,  of  course,  presented  as  otHcially  recorded;  but  it 
seems  just  that  they  should  be  accompanied  with  a 
caution. 

There  are  twenty-five  branches  of  this  description 
wf  industry,  whicli  yield  more  than  a  million  dollars 
(^ach  of  product,  beginning  with  clothing  (men's  and 
women's),  $18,7.57,021.  To  this  add,  though  not  in 
the  order  of  product,  but  alphabetically,  boots  and 
shoes,  carpets,  coal  oil,  confectionery,  furniture,  gas, 
iron,  curried  leather,  malt  liquors,  Inmlier,  machin- 
ery (of  all  kinds  #1,244.4(1.5),  marble  and  stone  work, 
molasses  and  sugar  refiner'  ($5,414,273),  organs,  piano- 
fortes, paints,  printing  (of  all  descriptions  .f 5, 7:33, 160), 
ship  building  and  ttpholstery.  Nearly  as  many  more 
of  these  industries  produce  between  half  a  million 
dollars  and  a  million  dollars  each.  The  curious 
searcher  will  find  many  facts  in  this  table  from  which 
he  may  deduce  valuable,  as  well  as  interesting  theo- 
ries, and,  perhaps,  with  a  due  degree  of  care,  some- 
thing better  than  theories. 

For  instance,  it  would  not  be  very  difflcult,'perhaps, 
to  arrive  at  some  useful  conclusions  as  to  the  relative 
disproportion  between  the  wages  of  men  and  women, 
and  the  comparative  profitableness  to  the  city  of  the 
different  descriptions  of  productive  industry.  But 
this  has  not  been  deemed  within  tlie  province  of  the 
compiler  of  these  tables,  and  may  be  left  to  the 
skilled  statistician  and  the  political  economist. 

Under  the  head  of  Social  Statistics  may  also  be 
found  certain  figures  as  to  valuation,  public  debt, 
taxation,  pauperism,  crime  and  wages,  which  a^re  so 
concisely  stated  that  they  do  not  need  any  restate- 
ment or  analysis.  They  are,  besides,  of  compara- 
tively small  value,  because,  under  most  of  these 
head's,  later  statist'cs  may  be  found  in  works  pub- 
lished by  the  city  or  the  State  Oovernment. 

Social  Statistics— Under  this  head  is  given  the  city 
valuation,  public  debt,  taxation,  pauperism,  crime, 
etc. 

Wages — Average  wages  of  a  day  laborer  without 
board,  $1  89:  with  board.  |1  28.  Average  wages  to  a 
carpenter  per  day  without  board,  .$2  93.  Average 
wages  to  a  female  domestic  per  week  without  board, 
121/2  to  15  cents  per  hour.  Average  price  of  board  to 
laboring  man  per  week,  $4  44. 

Libraries — One  State  libraiy.  :30,000  volumes;  one 
Athenieum  library,  88,800  volumes;  public  library  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  157,189  volumes:  three  libraries  of 
courts,  10,000  volumes:  one  library  of  Theological 
Seminary,  .5000  volumes;  one  library  of  Fem.ale  Medi- 
cal College,  400  volumes;  twenty-two  shnrch  libra- 
ries (pastors').  9790  volumes;  one  Y.  M.  C.  Associa- 
tion library.  4.500  volumes:  six  libraries  of  vai'ious 
associations,  (i3,000  volumes;  eighty-eight  Sabbath- 
school  libraries,  00,950  volumes;  twenty  circulating 
libraries  (subscription),  05,:380  volumes:  two  hundred 
and  three  private  libraries,  including  those  of  law- 
yers and  clergymen,  180.0.59  volumes. 

Newspapers  and  Periodicals— 7  political  dailies,  av- 
erage circulation,  193,000:  4  political  bi-waeklies, 
20,000:  8  political  weeklies,  .59.700:  1  political  bi- 
monthly. 1000;  1  religions  daily,  8500:  9  religious 
weeklies.  1:38,500;  2  religious  bi-monthlies,  14.000;  14 
religious  monthlies,  105,250;  1  religious  quarterlv, 
0.50:  17  literary  weeklies.  :300,000:  14  literary  month- 
lies, 202.000;  1  literary  quarterly.  2500:  19  miscellane- 
ous weeklies,  242,200:  2  miscellaneous  bi-weeklies, 
0000;  3  miscellaneous  bi-monthlies,  23.000:13  mis- 
cellaneous monthlies,  .50,480;  4  miscellaneous  quar- 
terlies, 5100;  1  miscellaneous  semi-annual,  4000. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

.\djourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

APRIL    24,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  tlie  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  7J^  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

A  call  of  the  roll  showed  a  quorum  of  members 
to  he  present,  as  follows: 

Abbott,  Adams.  Anderson,  Barnes,  Blackmar, 
Boardman,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Cudworth, 
Dacey,  Darrow,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Harrington, 
Hine,  Holmes.  Kelley,  Madden,  Mahan,  McCue, 
Page,  Powers,  Prescott,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Train,  Up- 
ham,  Warren,  West,  Whiston,  Woods,  Woodward. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  W.  F.  Wade,  James  B.  Dow  and 
others,  and  of  George  G.  Elder  &  Son,  were  severally 
referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  statistics  of  the  city  of  Boston,  compiled  from 
the  last  United  States  census,  (City  Doc.  No.  54,  1873) 
was  order  to  be  placed  on  flle. 

The  list  of  .iurors  for  1873  was  accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

The  report  nominating  for  Field  Drivers— William 
D.  Cook,  S.  E.  Partridge,  Henry  Morse,  Thomas  M. 
Cotton,  Charles  Spear,  William  Gordon,  Wilson 
Stanley,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett,  John  S.  Underwood, 
Samuel  Mcintosh,  Edward  F.  Mecnen,  E.  T.  Hitch- 
cock John  Robie,  William  Moulton,  William  T.  Mc- 
Chesney,  Patrick  H.  Rogers,  Theodore  Horsey,  Ber- 
nard Crosby:  for  Fence  Viewers— Moses  Gragg,  John 
Dove,  John  Noble,  Luther  Briggs,  E.  H.R.Ruggies;  and 
the  certificate  of  confirmation  of  said  nominations, 
was  read,  and  the  nominations  were  acted  upon  in 
concurrence. 

The  order  aatli.«)rizing  the  Treasurer  to  allow  on  de- 
posits of  money  of  proprietors  in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
for  the  permanent  care  of  said  lots,  interest  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum, was  read  once. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  be 
issued  to  Owen  Nawn  to  construct  an  addition  to  his 
building  on  Parker  street. 

Order  with  a  view  to  the  early  closing  of  smallpox 
hospital,  Mareella  street,  the  Board  of  Health  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  City  Council  what  are 
the  requirements  of  the  city  for  a  permanent  small- 
pox hospital. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  triangular 
parcel  of  land  at  the  junction  of  Emerson  and  Third 
streets.  South  Boston,  for  tlie  purpose  of  preserving 
the  grade,  at  not  exceeding  seventy  cents  per  square 
foot. 

Resolve  and  order  for  widening  Bedford  street  be- 
tween Summer  and  Kingston  streets  (pi inted  City 
Doc.   No.  60). 

The  amendment  to  order  concerning  the  discontin- 
uance of  rent  of  Armory  First  BattaUon,  by  inserting 
"May"  for  "January,"  was  concurred  in. 

The  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to 
the  City  Hospital  being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  this  subject,  and  referring  to  section  five  of 
the  ordinance,  he  said  that  so  far  as  related  to  the 
smallpox  hospital,  that  had  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Health  Department,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 
unnecessary  to  pass  this  amendment,  inasmuch  as 
the  general  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  the  hospital 
were  not  interfered  with,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to 
require  the  petty  details  of  arrangements  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  3  said  he  would  like  further 
time  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  on  his  motion  the 
ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  authorizing  the  employment  of  additional 
assistance  in  the  office  of  Chief-Engineer  of  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $15,000  to  be  ex- 
pended for  laborers  and  for  keeping  in  good  condi- 
tion the  Common,  Public  Garden,  and  other  public 
grounds. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  to  employ  such  clerical  as- 
sistance as  may  be  needed  in  that  department,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $1000. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$125,  in  repairing  gun  rack  in  armory  of  Co.  E,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  Eliot  street. 


Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$175,  in  repairing  gun  rack  of  Co.  C,  Ninth  Regiment. 
M.  V.  M.,  Northampton  street. 

Resolve  and  order  for  widening  Lincoln  street  on 
westerly  side,  near  Summer  street,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $1300. 

Order  authorizing  a  loan  to  be  made  of  $23,000,  to 
be  applied  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  Chelsea-street 
Bridge. 

Order  allowing  $200  to  each  post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  Boston,  towards  expenses 
of  Decoration  Day. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED.        _ 

Alexander  Beal  and  others,  that  a  horse  hose  car- 
riage be  located  in  Engine  House  No.  18.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Hannah  D.  Green,  for  compensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  a  fall  on  the  ice  in  East  Chester  park. 

Charles  L.  Beal,  for  compensation  for  damages  in 
being  taken  from  his  residence  to  the  smallpox  hos- 
pital. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

D.  C.  M.Rupp  and  others,  that  Linwood  park  be  in- 
closed with  a  fence.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc. 

Samuel  G.  Snelling,  for  leave  to  erect  on  Taylor 
street.  Ward  Sixteen,  a  wooden  structure  beyond  the 
legal  dimensions.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

John  S.  Dunlap  and  Ivory  Bean,  for  release  of  con- 
ditions upon  eight  lots  of  land  bought  by  them  of  the 
city  on  Dedham  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  in  April, 
1871.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

ORDERS. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  offered  several  orders  relating 
to  the  Common,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  with  John 
Reardon  for  the  care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin, 
Worcester  and  Lowell  squares  and  Union  park,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $16.50;  to  be  charged  to  the 
apiJropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  asked  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  this  order,  stating  that  he  supposed  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Common  had  the  charge  of  all  the 
public  parks  and  squares. 

Mr.  Dacey  said  he  could  not  answer  the  inquiry, 
but  supposed  the  order  was  an  usual  one.  It  would 
be  impossible,  he  supposed,  for  the  Superintendent 
to  attend  to  all  the  parks  and  squares,  and  he  sup- 
posed he  had  the  power  to  employ  parties  to  superin- 
tend them,  which,  however,  he  corrected  by  saying 
that  it  was  let  eut. 

Mr.  Denny  said  he  did  not  know  but  what  it  was 
all  right,  yet  from  the  terms  of  the  order  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  person  named  was  a  laboring  man,  as 
the  salary  was  more  than  would  be  paid.  As  they 
had  one  Superintendent  of  the  Common,  he  did  not 
know  how  they  could  have  another,  and  until  a  fur- 
ther explanation  was  made,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  was  laid  over. 

The  following  order  was  refused  a  second  read- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  with  Peter 
Callahan  for  the  care  of  Maverick  square,  Belmont 
square.  Central  square  and  Putnam  square  and  the 
trees  in  the  streets  of  Ward  1,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $700;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  subsequently  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  rejection  of  the  order,  stating  that 
there  was  a  misapprehension  in  regard  to  it.  It  was 
customary  to  pass  such  an  order  for  the  care  of  the 
squares  and  trees  in  East  Boston,  and  this  should  be 
passed. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  build  a  tool  house 
on  the  Common,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1200; 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $1800  in  purchasing  settees  and  in  paint- 
ing and  repairing  settees,  fences  and  fountains  on  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  and  other  public  grounds; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $5850,  for  team  work,  carpenter  work, 
mowing  machines  and  tools  for  the  Common,  Public 
Garden  and  other  public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be 
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charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 

Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $4000  in  furnishing  manure,  loam  and  sods 
for  tlie  Common,  Public  Garden  and  other  public 
grounds;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $8700  in  furnishing  trees,  plants,  shrubs 
and  seeds  for  the  Common,  Public  Garden,  and  other 
public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be  cliarged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $7000  in  furnishing  gravel  and  concrete  for 
walks  and  malls  on  the  Common,  Public  Garden  and 
other  public  grcunds;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  not  exceeding 
$5000  in  improving  the  condition  of  Washington  park ; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  18  aslied  for  an  explanation  of 
the  expenditures  of  these  orders,  whether  they  were 
separate  matters  entirely  from  the  general  apjjropria- 
tion  for  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

The  Chair  replied  that  he  supposed  they  were  so. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall  of  Ward  10— 
,  Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  request- 
ed to  report  to  the  City  Council  the  expense  of  wid- 
ening Water  street  to  fifty  feet  from  Congress  street 
to  Broad  street,  and  of  extending  the  same  to  Atlan- 
tic avenue. 

REPORTS   op    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  from  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
from  the  Mayor,  recornmending  an  increase  of  the 
force  in  the  law  department,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending tlie  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  third  assistant  to 
the  City  Solicitor: 
An  ordinance  to    amend  an    ordinance  relating    to 

the  Law  Department. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment, passed  the  2d  day  of  April,  1806,  and 
amended  the  11th  day  of  April,  1868,  is  hereby  fur- 
ther amended  by  striking  out  in  the  fifth  line  of  the 
second  section  the  word  '•two,"  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "a  first,  a  second  and  a 
third." 

Mr.  Dean,  in  explanation  of  the  ordinance,  said  the 
committee  had  given  great  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  while  they  did  not  comply  with  all  that  was  re- 
quired, they  believed  it  was  necessary  to  provide  for 
another  assistant  to  the  City  Solicitor.  The  great  in- 
crease of  the  law  business  made  it  necessary,  and 
this  increase  was  a  result  of  the  growth  of  the  city. 
It  was  found  necessary,  often,  to  have  two  persons  in 
the  courts  at  the  same  time,  the  City  Solicitor  was 
required  to  attend  to  various  causes,  and  whenever 
streets  were  widened  and  land  taken  it  becomes  nec- 
essary in  every  instance  to  have  the  titles  examined. 
This  now  makes  a  large  amoinit  of  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5  expressed  himself  as  in  favor 
of  the  ordinance,  but  he  would  prefer  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  law  bureau.  With  the  most  profound  con- 
fidence in  the  ability  of  Mr.  Healy,  the  City  Solicitor, 
not  excelled  by  any  one,  he  would  have  an  advocate 
skilled  in  addressing  juries,  and  many  men  of  less 
ability  than  the  Solicitor  might  perhaps  do  better  in 
that  respect.  He  did  not  believe  in  having  a  City 
Solicitor  attend  before  committees  of  the  Legislature, 
which  was  of  no  practical  benefit,  and  he  doubted  the 
power  of  such  an  otlicer  to  pledge  the  city  in  matters 
coming  before  legislative  committees,  unless  instruct- 
ed so  to  do.  His  belief  was  that  the  City  Solicitor 
should  have  power  to  employ  a  competent  advocate 
to  appear  before  juries. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  from  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, to  whom  were  referred  the  communica- 
tions from  the  Mayor  recommending  an  increase  of 
compensation  for  the  oflicers  of  the  Law  Department, 
and  the  order  establsihing  the  salaries  of  the  City 
Solicitor  and  his  assistants  and  clerk  during  the  en- 
suing year,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following-named 
officers,  for  the  year  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1873,  shall  be  as  herein-mentioned,  fo  be  paid 
monthly,  subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all 
suras  diie  from  such  officers  to  the  city,  namely:  To 
the  City  Solicitor,  $0000  per  annum;  to' the  first  and 
second  assistants  of  the  City  Solicitor,  $3000  each 
per  annum;  to  the  third  assistant  of  the  City  Solic- 


itor, $2500  per  annum;  to  the  clerk  of  the  City  So- 
licitor, $1500  per  annum. 

Mr.  Dacy,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  report 
dissenting  from  the  recommendation  of  the  majority 
in  regard  to  the  increase  of  compensation  for  the 
officers  of  the  Law  Department  and  recommended 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  establishing 
the  salaries  of  those  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  at 
the  rates  heretofore  paid: 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following-named 
officers  for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1873,  shall  be  as  herein  mentioned,  to  be  paid 
montldy,  subject  to  the  deductions  of  any  and  all 
sums  due  from  such  officers  to  the  city,  namely:  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  $.5000  per  annum;  to  the  assistants 
of  the  City  Solicitor,  $2500  each  per  annum;  to  the 
clerk  of  the  City  Solicitor,  $1,500  per  annum. 

Mr.  Dacey,  in  sustaining  his  report,  said  he  agreed 
with  the  committee  in  providing  an  additional  assist- 
ant City;  Solicitor,  but  could  not  agree  to  any  increase 
of  salaries.  Besides  the  salaries  received,  it  appear- 
ed that  a  large  amount  was  received  as  perquisites. 
In  all  trustee  suits  there  were  costs  of  $5  or  $6,  which 
go  to  the  solictors,  and  where  lands  which  have  been 
taken  are  deeded  back,  the  cost  of  making  of  the 
deeds  goes  to  the  Solicitor's  office.  The  salary  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  to  the  Solicitor  is  the  same  as  that 
received  by  the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court  and 
the  district  attorney,  and  that  of  the  assistants  is  the 
same  as  received  by  the  assistant  district-attorney, 
with  the  opportunity  of  making  more  by  private  prac- 
tice, which  these  judges  and  attorneys  cannot  have. 
It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  increase  the  salaries, 
and  he  moved  to  substitute  the  minority  report  for 
that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Dean,  in  reply,  said  the  making  of  a  minority 
report  was  the  best  evidence  that  the  subject  had  re- 
ceived careful  consideration.  There  were  those  of 
the  committee  who  at  first  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  minority  report,  yet  upon  further  con- 
sideration believed  there  should  be  an  increase  of 
salaries.  The  assistants,  though  young,  are  familiar 
with  the  business  of  the  office,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved to  be  good  economy  to  secure  their  ser- 
vices. As  to  the  perquisites  spoken  of,  they  were 
but  a  trifle,  and  may  amount  to  $200  a  year,  with  a 
considerable  amount  for  the  making  of  deeds. 

The  City  Solicitor  is  required  to  be  up  early  in  the 
morning,  working  by  gas  light,  and  remains  up  till 
late  at  night,  and  with  three  hundred  and  sixty 
cases  in  court,  the  calls  upon  him  to  answer  inquiries 
from  various  sources,  the  increase  of  business  from 
the  growth  of  the  city,  he  is  called  upon  to  labor 
more  than  any  person  in  connection  with  the  City 
Government.  As  was  justly  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5,  he  is  possessed  of  very  rare  acquire- 
ments in  municipal  law,  and  the  salary  proposed  is 
small  enough.  It  was  not  altogether  correct  to  com- 
pare his  salary  with  judges'  and  others,  which  are  all 
low  enough,  and  are  the  smallest  in  the  community 
for  the  services.  Presidents  of  insurance  companies 
and  banks  are  paid  much  higher  salaries,  with  less 
labors. 

A  comparison  with  the  heads  of  departments  shows 
the  labor  to  be  ditterent  and  the  value  to  be  differ- 
ent, and  while  they  are  not  obliged  to  get  to  their 
offices  before  certain  hours,  and  leave  them  at  a  fixed 
time,  when  their  labor  ceases,  the  Solicitor's  labor  is 
continued  early  and  late.  The  capacity  of  the  assist- 
ants is  much  greater  than  the  salary  which  this  pro- 
posen  to  give,  the  first-assistant  being  often  called 
upon  to  compete  with  the  ablest  of  lawyers  in  the 
trial  of  cases. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  the  gentleman  had  o-iven 
excellent  reasons  why  there  should  be  an  increase  in 
the  force  in  the  Law  Department,  and  he  believed  the 
Council  would  be  unanimous  in  voting  for  such  an 
increase;  but  he  had  given  no  reason  for  an  increase 
of  salaries.  Their  labors  were  arduous  renuirino- 
the  best  of  legal  talent,  and  in  addition  to  the  sala"- 
ries  there  were  perquisites,  the  amount  of  which  was 
not  told.  He  had  not  heard  any  reason  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  salary  to  the  highest  point  given  by  the 
city,  and  for  that  reason  he  should  vote  for  the  renort 
of  the  minority  rather  than  that  of  the  maioritv  of 
the  committee.  ^ 

,,  ^i;-.  Dean  .said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  labors  of 
the  City  Solicitor  were  the  poorest  p.aid  of  any  office 
m  the  City  Government.  They  paid  $5000  a  'year  to 
persons  m  responsible  positions,  who  "o  to  their  of- 
fices at  eight  or  nine  o'clock  and  leave  them  at  five 
while  the  Solicitor,  a  man  to  whom  they  intrust  thp 
most  important  pecuniary  afl^iirs  of  the  city,  is  con 
stantly  tried  and  taxed  with  his  labors,  and  if  he 
makes  a  blunder  or  commits  an  error,  lie  lo«es  in  a  dav 
what  would  1)r  the  amount  of  his  salary  He  is  cal  ert 
to  encounter  the  strongest  men  of  the  bar,  and  there 
are  required  of  him  attainments,  skill  and  industry  far 
beyond    anything    in    the  City    Government       The 
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amount  asked  for  is  much  less  than  cau  be  earned 
by  any  skilful  lawyer  iu  full  practice,  and  any  one 
knows  that  a  man  like  him  in  private  practice  can 
earn  a  great  deal  more  money. 

As  to  the  services  of  the  assistants,  when  they  are 
compared  with  the  salaries  of  $3000  paid  to  persons 
in  different  departments  in  every  part  of  the  city, 
without  a  quarter  of  the  skill  or  ability,  the  pay  is 
not  great.  One  of  the  assistants  is  required  to  try 
very  important  causes,  and  the  amount  of  increase, 
but  .1)500,  is  small.  The  perquisites,  with  trifling  ex- 
ceptions, go  to  the  conveyancer,  the  third  assist- 
ant, is  to  have  but  $2500,  as  proposed,  and  the 
amount  of  perquisites  may  make  his  pay  come  up  to 
the  others, 

Mr.  Dacey  replied  that  there  was  no  doubt  about 
the  competency  of  the  City  Solicitor,  but  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  there  should  be  an  increase  of  his 
salary,  when  he  can  earn  just  as  much^oiitside  of  his 
salary.  As  to  the  Solicitor's  working  early  and  late, 
it  was  no  wonder,  when  one  of  his  assistants  goes  to 
Europe  and  another  to  California:  and  ihey  should 
remain  at  hoire  and  he  should  go  to  bed  earlier. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  fi  believed  there  was  a  dis- 
position iu  the  City  Council  to  give  ample  salaries, 
and  he  had  not  heard  of  an  increase  being  asked  for. 
It  could  not  be  expected  that  salaries  should  be 
raised  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  business,  but 
with  the  increase  they  should  add  to  the  force.  For 
instance,  the  increase  in  the  business  in  the  treasury 
did  not  call  for  a  great  increase  of  work  from  him, 
but  for  an  increase  of  force  in  his  office.  An  increase 
of  the  force  was  a  virtual  increase  of  the  salary,  for  a 
man  who  works  all  the  time  cannot  be  expected  to 
work  any  more. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  stated  that  as  a  member  of 
the  committee  he  had  considered  the  question  in  all 
its  various  branches.  The  Cotmcil  was  not  disposed 
to  increase  salaries,  and  with  that  disposition  they 
would  not  vote  iu  accordanoe  with  the  views  of  the 
committee  unless  they  took  time  to  consider  the 
question.  Tlie  Committee  on  Ordinances  held  va- 
rious meetings  and  the  conclusion  was  not  hastily  ar- 
rrived  at.  It  was  considered  in  all  its  phases,  and 
they  heard  the  same  arguments  used  here,  and  were 
not  disDOscd  to  urge  a  great  increase  of  salaries. 
The  qrrestion  came  before  them  through  the  Mayor, 
who  asked  for  an  increase  of  the  force  and  urged  the 
necessity  of  paying  a  larger  sum  in  salaries  than  that 
paid  now. 

The  gentleman  from  Ward  2  was  in  accord  with 
the  committee  in  most  matters.  It  was  agreed  that 
Mr.  Stackpole  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  had  no  perquisites,  working  by  day 
and  by  night.  He  should  have  an  addition  to  his 
salary,  just  what  the  committee  said.  A  young, 
smart,  intelligent  advocate,  capable  of  enduring  hard- 
ship, was  required,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
had  represented  the  views  which  were  entertained  by 
the  Committee  on  Ordinhnces.  In  the  position  of 
first  assistant,  he  is  obliged  to  meet  the  best  legal 
talent  of  the  State.  Mr.  Healy  needs  assistance,  and 
he  came  before  the  committee  stating  that  he  has 
persons  associated  with  him  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  know  all  about  the  cases 
pending,  but  if  they  are  not  well  paid  they  will  re- 
sign and  new  men  be  required. 


In  view  of  this  possibility,  the  question  is,  is  it 
better  to  refuse  an  increase  of  pay  after  the  services 
of  several  years— to  refuse  the  request  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  SoUcitor  so  far  as  relates  to  the  salary  of 
the  City  Solicitor.  It  was  feared  that  an  increase 
would  meet  with  opposition,  not  because  it  was  too 
large,  but  because  it  might  endanger  the  other  part 
of  the  ordinance.  Before  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  minority  report,  he  hoped  the  council  would  take 
time  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject.  Believmg 
that  no  one  would  wish  to  vote  against  what 
would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  and  in 
order  to  give  more  time  for  its  consideration,  he 
would  move  to  lay  the  reports  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Dean,  who  stated  the  manner  in  which  the  subject 
came  before  the  Council  and  the  committee ,  and  the 
communication  of  the  Mayor  was  read  at  his  solici- 
tation. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  not  aware  that  his  views 
were  in  accord  with  those  of  the  committee  until 
stated  by  his  colleague,  and  he  had  not  mentioned 
them  to  any  member  of  the  committee,  while  the 
fact  was  gratifying  to  him.  He  believed  the  proper 
way  to  dispose  of  the  question  was  to  grade  the  sal- 
aries of  the  assistants.  The  salary  of  $6000  was  not 
too  much  for  the  City  Solicitor,  and  it  should  be 
higher  rather  than  lower,  for  it  was  the  most  impor- 
tant office  in  the  City  Government. 

After  speaking  of  the  great  ability  of  the  Solicitor, 
he  said  he  believed  that  fifty  lawyers  as  competent 
as  were  the  assistants  would  jump  at  the  chance  of 
getting  the  positions  held  by  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  experience  and  being  brought  into  notice;  for 
ft  would  be  worth  more  than  $2000  for  the  name 
alone.  There  could  be  no  fair  comparison  of  the 
services  of  the  City  Solicitor  with  those  of  his  as- 
sistants; for  his  age  and  experience  and  his  profound 
learning  were  not  to  be  spoken  of  in  comparison  with 
the  services  of  young  men.  He  agreed  with  his  col- 
league that  greater  physical  ability  was  desirable  in 
the  services  of  an  advocate,  and  he  would  have  the 
assistants  graded.  He  would  amend  by  making  the 
salary  of  the  City  Soliciter  $6000,  the  first  assistant 
$3000,  the  next  $2500,  and  the  third  $2000. 

Mr.  Dean,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6, 
said  there  could  not  be  an  increase  of  the  force  in  this 
case,  as  in  others  which  he  stated,  to  meet  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  office.  With  360  cases  for  trial,  often  two 
to  be  tried  at  the  same  time,  and  preparations  to  be 
made  for  others,  there  must  be  a  pressure  which  an 
increase  of  force  could  not  meet.  The  committee 
believed  that  although  their  report  might  meet  with 
opposition,  they  would  do  their  duty,  and  the  Council 
must  take  the  responsibility  in  the  matter.  It  was 
not  until  the  danger  of  losing  the  services  of  efficient 
men,  and  a  call  made  by  the  Mayor,  that  this  report 
was  made,  and  if  it  was  not  a  necessity  it  comes  in 
the  strongest  form.  He  moved  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  table,  which  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Councir  adjourns,  it  be  to  Thursday 
evening  next,  eight  o'clock,  and  that  eight  o'clock  be 
the  hour  of  the  meeting  of  the  Council  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    as,    1873. 

Tlie  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUROES   DRAWN. 

Thirty-two  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  tlui  first 
session 'of  the  Superior  Court,  and  forty-five  traverse 
jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE    AND   CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— 
J.  B.  L.  Bartlett. 

Undertaker— John  Doolin. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— Charles  H. 
-Boardman  for  Allen  street  and  its  vicinity;  William 
P.  Devins  for  Chauncy  street  and  its  vicinity;  John 
D.  Carley  and  E.  P.  Ames  for  the  Boston  &  Lowell 
Railroad  Station;  John  Bradley  for  Young's  wharf. 
Commercial  street;  Thomas|D.  Tliurston  for  Province 
court  and  Harvard  place;  William  Willey  for  Foster's 
wharf;  George  G.  Dunhrack  for  the  Branch  Chapel, 
Washington  street,  Roxbury;  James  Morse  and  Ed- 
ward L.  Barnes,  for  the  Washington  Village  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Ctiurch. 

Members  of  Fire  Department— Lawrence  H.   Sex- 

•ton,  hoseman,    George  K.    Saville,  Edgar  R.  Farren, 

Henry  L.    Whiting,   as    members;    Alvin    Hamilton, 

James  C.  K.  Humphrey,    firemen— severally    to  take 

eflfect  May  1. 

The  loilowing  appointments  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police: 

Police  Officers- W.  A.  Witham,  John  Dorgan,  A. 
G.  Senrle,  John  Goodwin,  Thomas  Patterson,  Mat- 
thew S.  Jordan,  Charles  F.  McDonald,  William  O. 
Ripley,  Edward  McHugh,  Luther  Corbin. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  tiie  Committee  on  Police,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  appointments  made  at    the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  with    one  exception,  and  they 
were  confirmed,  as  follows: 
..iCaptain  of  Police— Joseph  Hastings. 

Lieutenant  of  Police— John  F.  Gardner. 

Sergeants  of  PoHce— Henry  C.  Hemmenway,  Dum- 
mer  Erskine,  Louis  W.  Swan,  Luther  H.  Collier,  Ly- 
man Andrews. 

Police  Officers— Veranus  C.  Hanson,  George  S.  Cla- 
tur,  William  D.  Kelley,  George  E.  Savory,  Henry  C. 
Preble,  William  Breen,  Stephen  E.  Robbins,  James 
Smiley,  Lawrence  Cain,  Edwin  Piper,  Charles  E.  Jel- 
lison,  George  Mullins,  Charles  L.  Merrill,  W.  W. 
tord,  John  J.  Lynch,  James  M.  Ellis,  George  F. 
Pen-no,  Michael  H.  Glass,  Richard  Seften.  William  P. 
True,  Thomas  E.  Ryan,  John  D.  Blew,  Alfred  T. 
Webber,  William  Cogan,  Orrington  M.  Hanscom, 
James  H.  Lee. 

The  nominationss  of  C.  F.  Reed  as  assistant  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures  for  the  Northern  District,  and 
of  Daniel  Hunt  as  assistant  for  the  Southern  District, 
by  the  respective  sealers,  were  confirmed. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND   REPERKED. 

S.  Robbins,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  twenty-eight  horses  on  Tileston's  wharf,  250 
Broad  street. 

George  E.  Clarke  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  addi- 
tional stalls  for  three  more  horses  on  Ward  street, 
corner  of  Ward  court. 

Amos  J.  Dean,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Westminster  avenue,  between 
Walnut  and  Shawmut  avenues. 

John  L.  Bird,  trustee  of  Atkins  estate,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Sumner 
street,  Ward  10. 

W.  B.  Wilbur,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  fifty  horses  on  Fourth  street,  at  No.  236. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Ralph  Haskins,  executors,  that  their  right  of  drain- 
age through  Blue-Hill  avenue  be  restored. 

Joseph  B.  Cassidy,  to  be  compensated  for  loss  and 
damage  sustained  by  inability  to  enter  the  sewer  in 
Tremout  street  from  his  premises  on  Station   street. 

E.  S  Johnson  and  others,  that  the  Clittord-street 
sewer  be  extended. 

P.  J.  Griffin,  for  a  sewer  in  Sixth  street,  between  H 
and  I  streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Proprietors  of  India  wharf,  for  apportionment  of 
Atlantic-avenue  betterments. 

Lucy  M.  Farrington,  for  apportionment  of  assess- 
ment for  extension  of  Harrison  avenue. 

Boston  &  Provi  ence  Railroad  Corporation,  for 
payment  of  second  instalment  for  land  taken  for 
extension  of  Columbus  avenue. 


Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

William  P.  Hunt  and  others,  that  Fifth,  Sixth  and 
Seventh  streets,  east  of  L  street,  may  be  graded, 
etc. 

S.  G.  Cheever,for  sidewalks  to  be  laid  at  Nos.  13 
to  21  Highland  avenue.  , 

Caroline  S.  McLellan,  that  Pierce  avenue,  Ward  16, 
be  graded  and  sidewalks  laid. 

J.  V.  N.  Stultz  and  others,  that  Dale  street,  be- 
tween Shawmut  avenue  and  Walnut  avenue,  may  be 
put  in  order. 

John  S.  Blair  and  others,  that  Bristol  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

John  Foster  and  others,  that  Middle  street  be 
graded,  etc. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

John  R.  White  &  Son,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  Whiswall's  wharf  for  a  coal  elevator, 
within  the  building  limits. 

Dyer  &  Gurney,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing beyond  the  legal  limits  on  Weeks's  wharf.  Border 
street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Captain  M.  J.  Dunn,  Company  B,  9th  Regiment, 
for  increase  of  rent  of  armory.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

Edward  A.  Perkins,  for  a  lamp  on  Gates  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Lamps. 

William  R.  Clark,  for  leave  to  pvtrchase  Belcher's- 
lane  slip.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Pirblic  Lands. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  petition  of  the  Bea- 
con Base  Club,  in  behalf  of  the  young  men  and  boys 
of  Boston,  renewing  their  request  for  a  restoration  of 
the  western  portion  of  the  Common  as  a  playground, 
in  support  of  which  they  state  that  no  sufficient  rea- 
son has  been  given  why  this  portion  of  the  Common 
should  not  be  restored  to  its  former  use  as  a  play- 
ground for  all;  that  while  great  efforts  have  been 
made  to  prove  ball  playing  dangerous  to  passers  by, 
but  two  cases  of  more  thaii  trifling  injury  have  been 
found;  that  the  only  opposition  to  this  use  of  the  par- 
ade ground  comes  from  a  small  number  of 
the  wealthy  residents  of  the  locality,  who 
are  able  to  afford  expensive  recreation  ou 
land  and  water,  and  who  for  the  sake  of  having  this 
portion  a  little  more  beautiful  to  the  eye,  would  de- 
prive hundreds  of  young  men  of  the  exercise  neces- 
sary for  their  bodily  health,  which  exercise  they  are 
able  to  obtain  in  no  otherplace;  that  at  the  recent  hear- 
ing the  majority  of  the  committee  gave  more  heed  to 
the  objections  of  a  few  wealthy  citizens,  most  of  whom 
pass  the  summer  months,  when  the  playground  is  in 
requisition,  away  from  the  city,  than  to  the  interests 
of  the  young  men  who  are  unable  to  afford  expen- 
sive recreations,  nor  have  the  time  to  go  to  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city  to  obtain  exercise;  that  thereis  no 
other  place  within  the  city  limits  sufficiently  large 
and  accessible  to  schools  and  business  offices.' 

They  further  urge  that  Madison  stiuare  and  Or- 
chard park  are  utterly  unsuited  for  this  purpose  on 
account  of  distance,  and  in  addition  Madison  square 
is  of  such  small  size  and  so  surrounded  by  buildings 
that  the  windows  of  the  neighboring  houses  would 
be  in  constant  danger  of  destritction  by  balls,  if  many 
should  make  use  of  the  ground.  They  further  rep- 
resent that  the  small  portion  of  the  Common  still 
devoted  to  athletic  sports  is  inadequate  to  the  needs 
of  the  large  number  who  wish  to  use  it,  and  accom- 
pany the  request  with  a  petition  of  a  large  number 
of  voters  who  are  in  favor  of  this  restoration. 

The  petition  was  signed  by  C.  A.  Bartol  and  others, 
2088  in  number,  in  ^-ihich  they  tirge — 

That  the  Common  was  intended  as  a  pleasure 
ground  and  not  as  a  highway;  that  there  is  room 
enough,  without  the  parade  ground,  to  supply  the 
need  of  a  promenade;  that  the  health  of  the  youth 
of  the  city  is  of  more  importance  than  mere  beauty 
in  a  public  park;  that  the  boys  have  been  gradually 
driven  from  every  other  part  of  the  Common,  the 
whole  of  which  they  formerly  enjoyed,  and  that  the 
public  welfare  does  not  require  further  restrictions; 
that  the  small  portion  of  the  parade  ground  that  is 
devoted  to  athletic  sports  is  entirely  inadequate  for 
the  large  number  who  wish  to  use  it,  and  that  there 
is  no  other  jdace  within  the  limitr;  of  the  Lcity  stttti 
ciently  large  and  accessible  to  schools  and  business 
offices. 

The  petition  was  read,  when  Alderman  Power 
moved  that  the  petitioners  be  granted  a  hearing  on 
Monday  next,  at  4)4  o'clock,  before  the  Board. 
Amended  to  include  the  remonstrants,  when  the  order 
for  a  hearing  was  passed. 

A  jail  requisition  for  $1872  34  was  approved. 

HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  Eightli  streel, between  Old 
Harbor  and  G  streets,  and  of  H.  Blunt   for  leave  to 


179 


BOARD       OF      ALDERMiEISr 


locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  715 
Treinont  street,  were  taken  up.  No  person  appear- 
ing in  relation  thereto,  the  reports  vrcre  recommitted. 

The  hearing  on  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  the 
Highland  Street  Railroad  Company  for  extension  of 
location  in  Dudley  street,  between  Warren  street  and 
Mount  Plea-ant  avenue,  was  taken  up. 

W.  A.  l<'it-ld,  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, objected  to  the  grantmg  of  the  location,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  formerly  a  location  of  the  Metro- 
politan road,  and  discontinued  in  1865  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Roxbury,  on 
consideration  of  granting  sundry  other  locations. 
This  discoutinuiince  of  track  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
was  declared  to  be  useless  by  the  conditions  of  the 
new  locations.  They  therefore  object  to  the  grant- 
ing of  this  location,  because  it  was  once  granted  to 
them,  and  then  revoked  cfu  conditions.  If  the  pub- 
lic convenience  require  the  laying  of  tracks,  they 
Viere  ready  to  lay  tracks  and  run  cars,  but  if  unnec- 
esary,  the  grant  should  not  be  made  to  any  one. 

T.  W.  Clarke,  for  petitioners,  stated  as  his  under- 
standing of  the  case  relative  to  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad,  that,  having  the  right  to  run  tkeir  cars 
through  Goild  row,  and  desiring  to  connect  their 
tracks  from  Warren  street  and  Eustis  street  with 
their  tracks  more  directly  on  Washington  street,  new 
locations  were  granted  on  condition  of  discontinuing 
the  track  on  Dudley  street,  as  formerly  used.  The 
residents  of  Winthrop  and  Grenville  streets  and  of 
Mount  Pleasant  avenue  were  desirous  of  car  accom- 
modations, had  petitioned  the  Legisluture  almost 
'  unanimously  for  the  extension  of  the  tracks  of  the 
Highland  Street  Railroad,  and  were  now  desirous  that 
the  location  should  be  granted.  He  believed  that  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  had  now  about  as 
much  track  as  they  could  take  care  of,  and  there  was 
no  necessity  for  their  use  of  this  location. 

The  report  was  recommitted. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  pave  Columbus  avenue,  from  Berkeley 
street  to  the  bridge,  with  wood,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  .iHOOOO. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  hose  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment from   time  to  time  as  needed,  to  the  extent  of 
'  teii  thousand  feet. 

■  Order  to  set  back  the  fence  projecting  over  the  line 
of  Brookline  avenue,  south  of  Maple  avenue,  and  cut 
down  trees  over  said  line. 

:  Order  to  macadamize  Commonwealth  avenue,  and 
set  edgestones  between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth 
streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4500. 

Order  to  grade  Second  street  from  O  to  P  street, 
and  P  street  from  First  to  Third  street,  at  au  esti- 
mated expense  of  $500. 

Order  to  macadamize  Woodbine  street,  and  set 
edgestones  between  Warren  street  and  Blue-Hill  ave- 
nue, at  an  estimated  expense  of  ffiOOO. 

Order  to  pave  Chandler  street  from  Tremont  to 
Berkeley  street  with  small  granite  blocks,  etc.,  a;  au 
estimated  expense  of  $12,000. 

PAPERS   FROM    THR    COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Charles  L.  Beal,  Harriet  D.  Green, 
Samuel  G.  Snelling,  Alexander  Beal  and  others,  D. 
C.  M.  Rupp  and  others,  and  of  John  S.  Dunlap  and 
Ivory  Beau,  were  severally  referred,  in   concurrence. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  additional  As- 
sistant-Solicitor. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$125,  in  repairing  gnnrack  in  armory  of  Company  E. 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  Eliot  street. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$175,  in  repairing  gunrack  of  Company  C,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  Northampton  street. 

Order  allowing  $200  to  each  post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  Republic  in  Boston,  towards  expenses  of 
"Decoration  Day." 

The  order  authorizing  the  employment  of  addition- 
al assistance  in  the  oftice  of  Chief-Engineer  of  Fire 
Department,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department. 

FURTHER    WIDENING   OF    WATER    STREET. 

The  following  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence: 
Order  for  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  report 
the  estimated  expense  of  a  further  widening  of  Water 
street  to  fifty  feet,  between  Congress  and  Broad 
streets,  and  of  its.  extension  at  said  width  to  Atlan- 
tic avenue. 

Alderman  Clark  subsequently  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  concurring  in  the  passage  of  the 
order,  believing  there  was  no  reason  for  such  an 
expenditure  at  the  present  time,  and  it  would  not  be 


just  to  require  the  Street  Commissioners   to  report 
upon  the  measure  within  sixty  days. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried,  and  on  a  further 
motion  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gafiield,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Instruction,  to  whom  were  recommitted  the  orders 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  land  on  Marlbarough 
street,  betvveeu  Gloucester  and  Fairfield  streets,  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  thereon  a  primary  school- 
house,  made  a  report  that  upon  the  application  of  the 
committee,  an  act  has  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
authorizing  the  State  Commissioners  on  Pnblic  Lands 
to  sell  directly  to  the  city  a  lot  of  land  on  the  "Back 
Bay"  for  school  purposes.  The  city  is  thus  enabled 
to  obtain  a  suitable  site  without  entering  into  com- 
petition with  other  buyers.  The  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders  is  respectfully  recommended: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  of  the  State  Commis- 
sioners on  Public  Lands,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$t)0,000,  a  lot  of  land  situated  on  Marlborough  street 
and  Exeter  street,  containing  22,962  square  feet,  more 
or  less,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  primary 
school. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  .$60,000,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  land  for  a  primary  school  in  Ward  6. 

On  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  passage  of 
the  order,  Alderman  Gafficld  stated  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  report  was  made,  and  in  relation  to 
the  lot,  he  said  it  would  be  large  enough  for  a  gram- 
mar schoolhouse  as  well  as  for  a  primary  school- 
house. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

COCHITUATE   WATER    BOARD. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  election  of  Thomas  Gogin  and 
Charles  R.  McLean  to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  in 
said  board  on  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  an  election,  the  candidates  proposed  being  elected 
by  ten  votes  each. 

FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Hulbert,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  accounts  of  Frederic  IT.  Tracy,  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Franklin  Fund,  made  a  report  that 
they  found  the  same  to  be  correct  as  presented  by 
said  Treasurer,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  state 
of  said  fund  is  as  follows: 

Balance  January  1,  187a $160,911  15 

Interest  accrued 10,404  65 

Amount  of  fund  January  1,  1873 $171,315  80 

The  report  was  accepted.  .; 

Alderman  Hulbert,  from  the  committee  to  whom. 
was  referred  the  application  of  Herbert  C.  Locke,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Franklin  Fund,  made  a  report, 
recommending  that  the  same  be  granted,  the  securi- 
ties being  satisfactory.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
made  a  report  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  on  the  petition  of  William  R.  Aus- 
tin and  others  for  a  sewer  in  Pleasant  street,  near 
Pearl  street,  to  carry  oli  surface  water.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Treffle  Garceau, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  Washington  street  at  the  junction  of 
Linden  park,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw;  also  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  petition  of  WMliam  Holliday,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  injuries  to  his  property  by  the  acts  of 
the  Board  of  Health  in  overtlowing  his  lands  on 
Huntington  avenue  for  the  purpose  of  abating  a  nui- 
sance.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  froui  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows: 
Edwin  Rupert,  to  give  a  dramatic  entertainment  at 
Nassau  Hall,  April  28;  W.  C.  Pope,  to  open  the  St. 
James  Theatre  for  dramatic  performances,  May  5; 
William  McNiel  ,to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  SumnerHall, 
May  3;  also  a  license  to  Nehcmiah  T.  Merritt,  as  an 
auctioneer;  and  licenses  to  nineteen  persons  as  vict- 
uallers and  innholders,  for  transfer  of  hack  licenses, 
for  wagon  stands, wagon  licenses,  to  keep  intelligence 
offlces,  etc.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw 
on  applications  for  licenses  as  victuallers,  as  follows: 
John  Danden,  Craigie's  Bridge;  Joseph  Lambrecht, 
148>.<  Hanover  street;  Owen  Head,  121  Cambridge 
street;  M.  H.  Sullivan,  1508  Washington  street;  Isa- 
bella A.  Hanley,  104  Lewis  street;  Michael  Keenan, 
78  Portland  street;  William  Hurley,  124  Beach  street, 
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and  revoking  for  cause  the  license  to  William  H.  Mer- 
riam,  as  an  auctioneer,  11  Pembertou  square,  and  the 
wagon  license  of  Andrew  Merrithew.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  m  favor  of  stal)les,  as  follows:  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  four  horses,  corner  of  Clyde  and  Marginal  streets; 
S.  &  A.  R.  Whittier,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
twelve  horses,  rear  502  Harrison  avenue;  Jacob 
Dicljer  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  cow  and 
one  horse,  on  Heath  avenue,  Ward  15;  Thomas  Con- 
nor, to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse,  rear  of 
■26  Cherry  street.  Ward  14;  Cecelia  Lewis,  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses,  on  Dunreath  place, 
on  condition  that  the  stalls  shall  be  placed  in  the  L 
part  of  the  carriage  house  nearest  her  dwelling,  and 
but  one  of  said  stalls  shall  be  considered  for  perma- 
nent use.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clarke,  from  the  Committee  on  Police,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  agent  of  Bar- 
num's  Circus,  for  leave  to  parade  through  certain 
streets  in  the  city  of  Boston,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  agent 
of  Barnum's  Circus  for  the  occupation  of  the  fohow- 
ing-named  streets  by  a  procession  on  the  12th  day  of 
May  next:  Colujubus  avenue,  Berkeley  street,  Boyls- 
ton   street,  Arlington   street,   Beacon  street,  Charles 

■  street,  Cambridge  street,  Bowdoin  square,  Chardon 
street,  Merrimac  street,  Hanover  street.  Court  street 
from  Hanover  street  to  Tremont  street,  Tremont 
street  from  Scollay  square  to  Beacon  street.  Beacon 
street  to  Charles  street,'Charles  street  to  Park  square, 
Park   square  to  Pleasant   street,  Tremont  street  to 

;  Chester  paiu,  Chester  park  to  CoiuuiOus  avenue. 
And  the  Chief-of-Poliee  is  hereby  directed  to  clear 
the  said  streets  and  squares  for  the  passage  of  the 
procession. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 

ADDITIONAL      APPROPRIATION      POK     SUFFOLK-STREET 
DISTRICT. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  an  appropriation 
of  two  hundred  and   seventy-five   thousand  dollars 

■  ■Will  be  required  to  pay  the  executions  issued  by  the 
^Siipreme  Judicial  Court  upon  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  assess  damages  on  account 
of  the  taking  of  certain  estates  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District,  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  277  of  the 

.  acts  of  the  year  1868.  - 

The  appropriations  heretofore  made  tor  the 
improvement  of  the  Suffolk-  street  District 

■ '  ■  amount  to $2,106,248  96 

The  total  amount  expended  to  this  date  (in- 
r  eluding  drafts  remaining  unpaid) 2,075,397  93 

Unexpended  balance $30,851  03 

This  amount  will  be  required  to  complete  the  un- 
finished work  on  the  district. 

The  executions  remaining  unpaid,  with  interest 
thereon  to  date,  will  amount  to  about  |275,000. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  committee, 

L.  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee   on  Fi- 
nance,  the   sum   of    two  hundred  and    seventy-five 
thousand  dollars;   to  be  added  to  the  appropriations 
.  heretofore  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  Suftblk- 
street  District. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SMALLPOX    HOSPITAL    CLAIMS. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  were  recom- 
mitted the  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garagle  and  Holohan  &  Maguu'e  to  be  'paid  for  labor 
performed  and  materials  furnished  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  on  Swett  street,  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  December  26,  1872,  made  a 
report  that  upon  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  their  cases 
the  City  Solicitor  has  given  the  following  opinion: 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  / 

Boston,  April  21,  187.3.  \ 
To  the  Cwnmittee  on  Claims:  Gentlemen— The 
claims  of  Messrs.  Smith  &  McGaragle  and  of  Messrs. 
Holohan  &  Maguire  against  the  city  of  Boston,  in  re- 
gard to  the  validity  of  whien  you  request  my  opinion, 
depend  more  upon  questions  of  fact  than  upon  ques- 
tions of  law.  In  each  case  Uic  parties  entered  into 
an  agreemenl  to  do  a  specified  job  for  a  specified 
price,  and  they  are  not  entitled  to  receive  the  price 
unless  they  completed  the  job. 

In  the  case  of  Smith  &  McGaragie  it  seems  tobe  quite 
clear  that  they  had  not  completed  their  work!  They 
state,  in  effect,  in  their  petition  to  the  City  Council, 
that  the  building  at  the  time  of  the  fire   was  in  their 


possession  and  that  they  intended  to  deliver  it  to  the 
city  the  following  day. 

The  case  of  the  "plm^bcrs,  Holohan  &  Maguire, 
stands  upon  the  same  ground  as  that  of  Sinith  & 
McGaragle, with  the  exception  tliat  they  had  no_formal 
delivery  of  their  work  to  make,  the  premises'  upon 
which  the  work  was  done  not  being  in  their  posses- 
sion. The  statement  of  facts  submitted  to  me  finds 
that  the  job  was  "substantially"  done.  If  this  means 
that  it  was  completed,  the  contractors  having  done 
all  they  stipulated  to  do,  arc  entitled  to  be  paid  the 
contract  price;  if  it  means  tliat  it  was  not  completed, 
but  was  in  some  stage  of  progress  approaching  com- 
pletion, then,  the  job  being  unfinished,  the  contract- 
ors are  not  entitled  to  any  payment  on  acGOuiit  of  it. 

The  fact  that  the  plumbing  materials  saved  from 
the  conflagration  were  appropriated  to  the  use  or  ben- 
efit of  the  city  is  evidence  tending  to  show  that  they 
who  received  them  for  the  city  supposed  that  the 
contractors  had  completed  their  job,  and  were  enti- 
tled to  payment  for  it;  and  if  the  persons  so  acting 
for  the  city  had  authority  to  accept  the  work  when 
completed,  their  action,  as  described,  would  tend 
pretty  strongly  in  favor  of  the  contractors'  claim. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Hbalt. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  here  presented,  the 
committee  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
Messrs.  Smith  &  McGaragle  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition,  and  that  the  claims  of  Messrs.  Holohan 
&  Maguire  be  paid. 

Signed  by  Alderman  Cutter  for  a  majority  of  the 
committee. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Messrs. 
Holohan  &  Maguire  the  sum  of  $1240,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  labor  performed  and  materials  fur- 
nished in  the  plumbing  for  the  Smallpox  Hospital  on 
Swett  street,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  26th 
of  December,  1872;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Erection  of  a  Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  respectfully  dissents  from  so  much  of  the 
foregoing  report  as  relates  to  the  claims  of  Messrs. 
Smith  &  McGaragle,  and  wonld  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

William  G.  Thachbr. 

Ordered,  That  all  in  excess  of  the  sum  of  $5000, 
collected  by  the  City  Treasurer  as  insurance  on  the 
Smallpox  Hospital  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  26th  of 
December,  1872,  be  paid  over  'to  Messrs.  Smith  & 
McGaragle,  contractors  for  the  erection  of  said  hos- 
pital, and  that  in  addition  thereto,  there  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  said  Smith  &  McGarasle  the  sum  of 
$6200,  said  payments,  with  the  payments  already 
made  on  said  contract,  to  be  in  full  compensation 
for  labor  performed  and  materials  provided  by  said 
Smith  ct  McGaragle  on  account  of  the  erection  of 
said  building;  said  sum  of  .$6200  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Erection  of  a  Smallpox  Hos- 
pital. 

A  motion  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report,  was  carried. 

A  question  was  raised  what  effect  it  .  would  have 
to  pass  the  order  to  pay  the  claim  of  Holohan  & 
Maguire,  in  its  relation  to  the  report  on  the  claim  of 
Smith  &  McGaragle. 

Alderman  Gaffleld  believed  it  would  virtually  give 
the  other  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Sayward  called  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  on  the  question,  and  the  Chair  ruled  that  as  the 
order  was  a  part  of  the  report,  its  passage  would 
virtually  give  the  other  parties  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  to  substitute  the  report 
of  the  minority  for  that  of  the  majority. 

The  motion  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  5  to  5. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
appended  to  the  majority  report — 

Alderman  Power  in  explanation  stated  that  he  had 
paired  with  Alderman  Gibson  who  was  away,  yet  if 
he  were  at  liberty  he  should  have  voted  for  the  mi- 
nority report. 

Alderman  S,ayward  called  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  on  the  vote  just  taken,  believing  tiiere  had 
been  a  mistake  made,  and  the  Chair  declared  that  the 
motion  to  substitute  the  report  of  tlie  minority  of 
the  committee!  for  that  of  the  majority  was  lost. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the' adoption  of  the  re- 
port of  the  majority,  and  was  declared  to  be  carried, 
wlien  a  doubt  was  raised  and  a  count  made. 

Alderman  Clark  said  ho  should  vote  for' the 
plumbers' bill,  as  he  determined  when  the  question 
was  up  before,  as  a  bill  which  the  city  was  legally 
and  equitably  bound  to  pay.  But  he  could  not  see 
how  that  would  iirevent  them  from  voting  for  the 
report  of  the  minority.  If  voting  for  themajority 
report  was  voting  against  paying  Smith  &  McGaragle. 
then  he  should  vote  for  the  minority  report.     He  was 
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in  doubt  how  to  act  in  the  matter  to  secure  what  he 
wished. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  to  lay  the  reports  on  the 
table,  and  that  with  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
tliey  be  printed.  To  his  mind  the  matter  was  rather 
cloudy,  and  he  yrvtsunied  it  was  so,  too,  to  the  minds 
of  other  members  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  would  second  the 
motion,  for  he  did  not  understand  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Q.uincy  believed  it  would  be  but  fair  to 
botli  parties  to  have  such  a  delay  that  gentlemen 
may  know  how  to  vote.  If  there  was  any  way  in 
which  the  portions  of  the  report  could  be  divided, 
it  should  be  done,  and  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
prevail,  that  it  may  be  better  understood. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

REl'OKT   OF   THE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Clark  presented  the  thirty-fifth  annual 
report  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  which  was 
ordered  te  be  sent  down. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  and  maintain  free  public  bathing 
houses  for  men  and  boys  and  for  women  and  girls  in 
different  sections  of  the  city,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $1.5, .500;  also  to  employ  such  assistance  as 
may  be  required  for  the  proper  care  and  management 
of  "he  several  houses,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$18,000;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Baths. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  construct  a  suitable  bathing  house  for 
men  and  boys,  to  be  located  at  Mount  Washington- 
avenue  Bridge;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  $4000,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Baths. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  pave  Dorchester  avenue  with  small  granite 
blocks,  between  the  Federal-street  Cridge  and  First 
and  Foundry  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $20,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  water  Beacon  street  and  Brighton  avenue, 
from  Brookline  avenue  to  the  Brookline'line.with  salt 
water,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  roadvvay  of 
said  street  and  avenue;  the  expense  thereof,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $180  per  month,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  C.  Tucker  the 
.sum  of  $800,  in  fall  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  his  estate,  No.  172  Chambers  street,  by  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  September  17,  1872,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  said  sum  to  ))e  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Michael  Downey 
the  sum  of  $137.'5,  in  full  compensation  for  all  dam- 
ages caused  to  his  estate, corner  of  Cu'cuit  and  Regent 
streets,  by  the  lowerina:  of  the  grade  of  Circuit  street, 
as  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  September  26, 
.1871,  and  for  all  damages  which  may  be  caused  to 
said  estate  by  the  lowering  of  the  grade  of  Regent 
street,  as  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  March  1 , 
1873,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  directed  to 
close  School  street  between  Washinglon  and  Province 
streets  against  public  travel  April  30,  between  the 
hours  of  7  and  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  during  the  process  of 
removal  of  a  staging  from  the  new  building  erected 
on  said  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  sell,  by  auction  or  otherwise,  the 
building  now  upon  the  engine-house  lot,  corner  of 
Warren  and  Quincy  streets.  Ward  14,  and  pay  the 
proceeds  of  said  sale  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
be  authorized  to  allow  the  Winthrop  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  move  a  wooden  building  upon  a  portion  of 
the  city  farm  at  Winthroj)  for  a  temporary  purpose 
only,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  running  of  the  horse 
cars  to  Point  Shirley. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  be  au- 
thorized to  remove  the  clock  tower  from  the  County 
Jail;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria. 
tion^for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Alderujau  Sayward  stated  in  support  of  the  above 
order,  that  the  tower  had  decayed,  and  the  clock  was 
t.f  no  use  to  persons  connected  with  the  jail,  and  it 
was  designed  to  remove  the  tower  and  run  the  roof 
up  to  a  pitch. 

Alderman  GatKeld  objected  to  the  removal  of  the 
clock,  which  was  useful  to  residents  in  that  portion 
of  the  city,  and  lie  hoped  the  tower,  if  necessary, 
would  be  repaired,  and  that  the  clock  would  remain 
where  it  is. 

On  his  motion,  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  of  S.  B.  Heustis,  police  officer, 
for  extra  services  at  evening  schools,  amounting  to 
$fi,  be  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, provided  it  is  approved  in  the  usual  manner. 

Ordered,  That  tliere  be  paid  to  Henry  Kelley  the 
sum  of  $150,  for  land  taken  from  the  heirs  of  John 
Brooks,  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  extension 
of  Harrison  avenue,  by  a  resolve  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, November  11,  1870,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions; to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Extend- 
ing Harrison  Avcmue. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Seth  Pettee  the 
sum  of  $407.40,  for  land  taken  by  resolve  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  Oct.  28.  1872,  for  the  widening  of 
Cottage  street,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

Order  to  quit  to  David  W.  Williams,  in  the  removal 
of  all  obstructions  over  the  line  of  widening  of  War- 
ren street,  as  determined  by  the  order  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  February  17,  1872. 

The  following  orders  were  also  passed  to  pay  the 
parties  named  for  land  taken  to  widen  streets,  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  ihe  Burnt-District  Loan: 

CONfiRESS   STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.    Amt. 

E.B.  Phillips 1,937  $25,400 

J.  O.Sattord 260  3,100 

James  Hyndinan ^ 228  8,200 

T.  M.  Coffin  (heirs  of  JPeterC.) 51  510 

Trustees  of  Carruth  heirs 548  5,900 

William  B.  Spooner 1,336  16,.S00 

FEDERAL    STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.  Amt. 

Charlotte  A.  Johu.son 1344         $27,555 

Heirs  of  J.  G.Torrey 140  2,150 

Gardner  Brewer 324  7,0S0 

H.  F.  Smith 269  5,217 

FBANKLIN  STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.     Amt. 
Trustee  of  Carruth  heirs 1544         $18,928 

DEVONSHIRE    STRET. 

Ft.  of  land.     Arat. 
Gardner  Brewer $8020 

HiaH   STREET. 

P't.  of  laud.    Amt. 
E.  B.  Phillip" $1,850 

ARCH    STREET. 

Ft.  of  Land.    Amt. 
Thomas  C.  Amory 457  $4,<)S0 

PURCHASE   STREET. 

V                                                                   Ft.  of  Land.    Amt. 
E.  B.  Phillips $23,457 

LINCOLN  STREET. 

Ft.  of  laud.   Amt. 
Lucy  Ann  Harris 1,300 

BEDFORD   STREET. 

Ft.  of  land.   Amt. 
J.S.Ambrose 271  3,481 

MILK   STREET. 

Ft.  Of  land.   Amt. 
George  P.  Upham 532  21,580 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  order:   .  . 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  removing  the 
public  drinking  fountain  at  the  easterly  end  of  the 
Old  State  House,  tlie  same  being  an  obstruction  to 
public  travel. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  order — 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  the  drinking  foun- 
tain was  in  the  direct  line  of  travel  through  Devon- 
shire street. 

Alderman  Clark,  pending  a  doubt,  said  he  did  not 
see  the  necessity  of  opening  streets  if  they  were  to 
be  obstructed  as  this  would  be  by  allowing  the  foun- 
tain to  remain  there. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  in  reply  to  objections,  stated 
that  the  order  was  simply  one  of  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  removing  the  fountain. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS   READ   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  orders  to  have  Bea- 
con street,  between  Dartmouth  and  Fairfield  streets, 
paved  with  wood  at  an  expense  of  $24,000;  to  estab- 
lish the  grade  and  to  grade  Williams  street  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $4500;  also  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
in  George  street. 

ORDER   OF   NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Patrick  Donahoe,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  in  his  building  on 
Boylston  street.    Hearing  Monday,  May  12,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Clifford 
street.     Hearing  Monday  next,  May  5,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Shaw- 
_mut   avenue,    between    Circuit    and    Cedar    streets. 
"Hearing  Monday  next,  May  5,  4  P.  M. 
Adjourned. 
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Froceadiiigs  of  the  Hoard  of  AMermejri^ 

MAY    1,    1873. 

The  I  egular  weekly  meeting  of  tlio  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  K.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

rAPBRS  FKOM  TUE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Boston  Fire  Departiaeut 
(City  »oc.  No.  58, 1873)  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file. 

The  petitions  of  John  li.  White  &  Son,  \SMlliam  R. 
Clark,  Dyer  &  Gnrney  and  Boston  &  Provideucc 
iCailroad  Corporation  were  sevei'ally  referred,  in  con- 
currence. 

A  paper  relative  to  assistance  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment oflice,  which  was  referred  in  concurrence,  was 
subsequently  reconsidered  and  non-concurred  iu.  Mr. 
Pease  of  Ward  1  stating  that  it  was  sent  to  the  Coun- 
cil through  a  mistake. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence : 

Seports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions— 

1.  Of  Vi^liiam  Holliday,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to 
laud  on  Huntingdon  avenue,  by  acrion  of  Board  of 
Kealtb. 

2.  Of  Treftie  Garceau,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries from  defect  in  a  highway .'_ 

The  order  to  pay  bill  ol  S.  il.  Heustis,  police  officer, 
of  $b,  for  extra  services,  was  read  once. 

The  order  authorizing  the  sale,  by  public  auction  or 
■  otueii-. Iri.-,  01    iiic  Iniiioing  on   thij  .ii,:„,;ii. -house    lot, 
corner  of  Warren  and  Qiiincy  .streets,  Ward  14,  being 
under  consideration — 

jir.  biiaw  of  V/ard  .5  inquired  what  the  property 
was  which  was  for  sale,  why  it  was  tn  be  sold,  and 
why  the  term  "or  otherwise"  was  used. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  replied  that  the  building  was 
of  uvo  stories  and  much  dilapidated,  was  very  old, 
probably  two  hundred  years,  and  could  not  well  be 
removed. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  contending^  for  principle  in 
this  matter,  for  all  sales  of  tbi!  kind  by  the  city  should 
be  by  public  auction.  It  had  been  repeatedly  charged 
that  memliers  of  the  City  Government  had"  obtained 
property  sold  by  the  city,  at  a  less  price  than  by  pub 
lie  sale,  and  he  would  move  that  the  words  "or  other- 
wise" be  struck  out. 
The  motion  was  carried. 

The  order  authorizing  a  bathing  house  to  be  con- 
structed for  men  and  boys  at  Alt.  Washington- 
avenue  Bridge,  at  not  exceeding  $4000,  was  consid 
ered. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inciuired  whether  the  biaiiding 
proposed  was  needed,  and  whether  it  could  be 
completed  by  ihe  time  required  for  its  use. 

Mr.  Wliiston  of  Vv'ard  S  replied  that  the  building 
was  needed,  and  that  it  would  be  completed  by  the 
time  specified. 

Mr.  Flynn  further  inquired  if  the  old  building  could 
not  be  repaired  so  that  it  would  answer  its  purposes 
well  enough, 

Mr.  Winston  replied  that  the  building  was  water- 
logged; it^vas  one  of  the  first  that  v.'as  built,  and 
hogsheads  enough  could  not  be  put  under  it  to  keep  it 
afloat  The  committee  had  condemned  it  as  unfit  for 
repairs. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  saw  another  order  further  doM-u, 
for  the  repairs  of  bathing  houses,  and  wished  to  know 
if  that  would  not  cover  the  expense  required  in  this 
case.  He  believed  in  cleanliness  as  next  to  godliness, 
and  iu  gudliness  also;  but  if  he  could  not  get  a  sutii- 
eient  explanation  he  could  not  vote  for  this  order. 
\Vliy  should  there  be  separate  orders,  he  would  like 
to  know;  for  here  was  one  of  f,4000,  and  further  down 
an  order  to  repair  bathing  houses  at  a  cost  of  j;1.5,500. 
This  was  not  a  year  in  v/hich  to  throw  away  money, 
.■md  until  shown  that  it  was  needed  he  was  not  wiil- 
ing  to  cast  away  any  money. 

Mr.  VVhiston  replied  that  the  order  to  come  up  was 
the  usual  order  for  the  repairs  and  maintenance  of 
the  bathing  houses,  the  appi'opriation  for  which  had 
already  been  made. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  .3  inquired  if  new  sjjars  could 
not  be  put  under  the  bathing  house  which  would- 
be  sufficient  to  float  it. 

Mr.  Wliiston  replied  that  an  attempt  to  repair  the 
building  would  cost  about  as  much  as  the  building  of 
a  new  one,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  a  new 
one  in  another  year.  This  was  among  the  first  wiiich 
was  built,  and  the  coinmittec  believed  if  could  not  be 
repaired  to  float  it. 

Mr.  Wells  wished  further  to  know  whether  it  was 
the  repairs  of  the  building  or  the  spars  which  were 
needed 


Mr. Whiston  replied  that  in  moving  the  building  last 
fall,  a  schooner  ran  into  it  a.nd  caused  such  damnges 
as  made  it  unfit  for  repairs. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  hated  to  speak  again,  but  it  ap- 
peared that  appropriations  we*'e  called  for  to  the 
amount  of  $;3i),000  for  bathing  houses,  an->.  if  not 
satisfactorily  explained,  he  should  feel  obliged  to 
vote  against  them.  He  did  not  know,  but  thought 
too  much  money  was  called  for. 

Mr.  West  of  Vv^ard  16,  with  a  view  of  getting  more 
information  on  the  subject,  moved  that  the  order  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  following  orders  were  read  once. 

Order  authorizing  public  bathing  houses  to  be  re- 
paired and  maintained  in  different  sections  of  the 
city,  at  not  exceeding  $15,500;  also  authorizing  the 
employment  of  such  assistance  as  may  be  required 
for  the  care  and  management  thereof,  at  not  exceed- 
ing fl8,000, 

The  order  to  pay  Henry  Kelley  $150,  for  land  taken 
by  the  extension  of  Harrison   avenue,  Nov.  11,  1870. 

"The  following  orders  were  several  y  read  twice  and 
passed,  in  concurrence: 

Order  authorizing  10,000  feet  of  new  hose  to  be 
purchased  for  the  Fire  Department,  from  time  to 
time,  as  needed. 

Order  requesting  Water  Board  to  consider  expedi- 
encv  of  removing  the  drinking  fountain  at  the  easter- 
ly e'nd  of  Old  State  House. 

Order  authorizing  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
to  allow  Winthrop  Railroad  Company  to  move  a 
wooden  building  on  a  portion  of  the  city  farm  at 
Winthrop,  for  a  temporary  purpose  only,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  running  of  the  horse  cars  to  Point  Shir- 
ley. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  a  purchase  to  be 
made,  at  not  exceeding  $60,000,  of  a  lot  of  land  on 
Newbury  and  Exeter  streets,  contaiug  22,960  square 
feet,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  primary  school ; 
and  for  a  loan  of  said  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase thereof. 

Request  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $275,000,  to  be  add- 
ed to  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  improve- 
ments on  Siiflblk-street  district.  (City  Doc.  No.  01, 
1873.) 

MEMBERS   OF   COCHITUATE   WATER   BOARD. 

The  report  nominating  Thomas  Gogin  and  Charles 
R.  McLean  as  members  of  the  Water  Board,  to  fill 
vacancies  to  occur  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  was 
accepted,  and  the  certificate  of  the  election  of  said 
Gogin  and  sai.d  McLean  as  such  ofiicers  was  read. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  when  Mr. 
Gogin  received  50  votes,  Mr.  McLean  48,  and  there 
were  4  for  other  persons. 

Messrs.  Gogin  and  McLean  were  declared  to  be 
elected,  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  order  aitthorizing  the  Treasurer  to  allow  on 
deposits  of  money  of  proprietors  in  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, for  the  pernianent  care  of  said  lots,  interest  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16  stated,  iu  explanation,  that 
the  sums  of  money  referred  to  were  for  the  purpose 
of  improvements  upon  the  lots,  the  interest  of  which 
it  was  proposed  to  "expend  for  such  improvements. 

The  order  was  passed. 

EXPENDITURES  ON   THE   COMMON. 

The  order  authorizing  the  building  of  a  tool  bouse 
on  the  Common,  at  not  exceeding  $1200,  being  the 
first  of  several  orders  providing  for  expenditures  on 
the  Common  and  Public  Squares,  was  considered. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  14  said  he  believed  the  expendit- 
ures proposed,  as  he  said  at  the  la^t  meeting,  were 
too  much,  and  that  they  needed  furlher  looking  into 
and  might  be  cut  down  essentially.  This  order  pro- . 
vided  for  a  tool  house  at  an  expense  of  $1200,  and  he 
believed  a  plain  buildiuL'-  suitable  for  the  purpose 
could  be  put  up  for  $.*;0G  or  $()0{),  which  would  be  a 
saving  of  fifty  per  cent.  }:!e  knew  something  about- 
gardening,  and  liad  talked  with  respon.«ihle  parties 
who  would  be  willing  to  take  the  contracts  for  the 
several  works  to  be  done  at  one-half  the  prices  pro- 
posed to  be  paid.  The  sum  to  be  expended  for  con- 
crete walks  was  too  large,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
that  so  much  should  be  done  this  year.  There  wore 
tvi'CBty-five  public  squares  in  the  city,  some  of  which 
were  quite  small,  and  could  be  taken  care  of  for  .>f;.300 
or  $400  apiece,  yet  the  average  was  .flOOO,  which  was 
too  larare.  Some  of  the  ex])enditnres  were  not  neces- 
sary this  year,  atid  could  wait  until  another  year. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  AVard  9  stated  that  the  C'ommittee 
had  thoroughly  examined  these  several  proposed  ex- 
penditures, and  today  they  had  opened  a  large  num- 
ber of  proposals,  the  lowest  of  which  for  building  a 
tool  house  was  $1000.     On  the   matter  of  repairs  of 
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settees,  etc.,  on  which  he  was  a  sub-oommitlee,  the 
lowest  price  (.iferccl 'A  as  $1000,  which  was  about  as 
cheap  as  he  could  get  them  done,  and  which  woiUd 
leave  $800  for  tlie  painliiig.  In  the  expenditure  of 
S4C00  for  loam,  maniire,  etc.,  it  was  believed  the 
price  wa^--  r.ii;i:ci;ite.  The  sum  of  .$.5800  was  as  low  as 
can  bi;  done  the  carpenter  v.ork,  team  worlj,  etc. ; 
the  citizens  have  a  great  desire  that  more  of  the 
walks  !-luill  be  of  concrete,  and  the  sum  for  that  and 
for  expenilitirre  for  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  was  believed 
to  be  as  low  as  they  can  be. 

Mr.  Traill  replied  that  competent  men  had  informed 
him  that  contracts  could  be  made  for  about  half  these 
prices  in  almost  every  instance.  If  the  City  Forester 
had  taken  the  care  of  the  land  as  he  should  have 
done,  the  large  expenditures  for  manure,  etc.,  would 
not  be  requiiFed.  On  the  score  of  economy  he  was 
opposed  to  these  expenditures,  and  would  ask  to  have 
the  orders  recommitted.  If  the  expenditures  were 
justly  needed,  he  should  make  no  obiectiou.  What 
w.ould  liecome,  then,  of  the  amount  appropriated,  if 
the  sum  was  not  used,  for  he  did  not  believe  it  would 
all  be  recinired  this  year'' 

Mr.  Wilbur  said  that  the  gentleman  did  not  seem  to 
understand  that  no  money  could  be  expended  if  not 
appropriatcf],  and  if  it  was  not  all  used  it  went  back 
to  the  r  ity  Treasury. 

JV!r.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  he  hoped  no  one  would 
object  to  a  motion  to  recommit,  for  it  v.'as  an  object 
worthy  of  recommitment.  The  subject  had  attract- 
ed consideralile  attention,  and  he  would  suggest 
when  it  comes  up  again,  that  the  committee  v.  duld 
present  all  the  expenditures  v;hich  they  will  need, 
and  take  the  v,'hole  subject  into  consideration.  A 
petition  would  soon  be  presented  for  laying  out 
walks  on  Independence  square,  which  now  has  only 
a, walk  around  it.  Across  it  there  arc  paths  which 
are  muddy  and  swampy,  and  there  are  no  steps  or 
outlet  on  (me  side,  so  that  the  person  who  goes  that 
way  is  obliged  to  get  over  a  fence  or  return.  There 
will  be  an  application  for  an  expenditure  on  that 
square,  and  when  the  subject  comes  up  again  he 
hoped  all  the  expenditures  required  would  be  laid 
before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4  said  he  hoped  no  tool  house 
would  he  erected  on  the  Common,  unless  the  neces- 
sity was  very  urgent.  Such  a  building,  besides  being 
uusightly,  would  be  a  place  of  deposit  for  wheelbar- 
rows and  other  articles  by  its  side,  with  the  gather- 
ing of  refuse  material  which  would  be  no  ornament 
to  the  Common  or  to  the  city.  A  plevity  of  old  build- 
ings could  be  leased  in  the  vicinit3-  of  the  Common 
for  a  deposit  of  tools. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  hoped  the  morion  to  recom- 
mit would  prevail,  and  when  the  committee  reports 
that  they  will  give  a  statement  of  the  cliiierence  in 
the  appropriations  between  last  year  and  this  year. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried,  carrying  all 
the  other  orders,  as  follows: 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$1800  for  settees  and  for  painting  and  repairing  set- 
tees, fences  and  fountains  on  the  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$4000  for  manure,  loam  and  sods  for  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$5850  for  team  work,  carpenter  work,  mowing  m.a- 
chines  and  tools  for  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  cxceedina 
$7000  for  gravel  and  concrete  for  walks  and  malls  ou 
the  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$8700  for  trees,  plants,  shrubs  and  seeds  for  the  Com- 
mon, et3. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$5000  in  imjiroving  Washington  park. 

On  a  further  motion  «f  Mr.  Train  subsequently, 
the  following  orders  were  taken  from  the  table  and 
recommitted: 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  with  John  Reardon 
for  the  care  of  Blackstone  and  certain  other  squares 
and  Union  park,  at  not  exceeding  $10.o0. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  with  Peter  Callahan 
for  the  care  of  Maverick  and  certain  other  squares, 
and  the  trees  in  streets  in  Ward  1,  at  not  exceeding 
$700. 

VETO   OF  NOEMAL-SCHOOL   ORBEK. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Mayor : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  | 
Boston.  May  1,  1873.  j 
To  the  Honorabk  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
BoMon  :  Gentlemen— I  return  herewith  t'o  the  bianch 
of  the  City  C(miicil  in  which  it  originated  an  order 
to  provide  accommodations  in  the  primary  school - 
house  on  Appleton  street  for  the  ?dormal  school  re- 
cently established  by  the  School  Committee,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  state  briefly  the  reasons  which  have  coni- 
pelled  me  to  withhold  my  approval. 


Pre\'ious  to  18.57  it  was  not  legal  for  any  city  o^' 
town  ii!  this  Commonwealth  to  establish  public 
schools  for  the  education  of  children  over  fifteen 
years  of  age.  In  that  year  an  act  was  passed  (since 
incorporated  into  the  General  Statutes,  sec.  7,  chap. 
38,)  authorizing  the  establishment  and  support  of 
such  schools.  Although  the  School  Committee  have 
the  superintendence  of  these  schools,  when  estab- 
lished, and  arc  authorized  to  determine  what  branches 
of  leaniiiig  may  be  t;iiigbt  therein,  the  City  Council 
of  cities  and  the  inhabitants  of  tovv'us  acting  in  town 
meeting,  akuie  have  authority  to  establish  the 
schools,  and  "may  determine  the  term  or  terms  of 
time  in  each  year  and  the  hours  of  the  day  or  even- 
ing, during  which  said  schools  shall  be  kept,  and  ap- 
propriate such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  support  thereof." 

The  fact  that  a  normal  ?school,  as  it  was  termed, 
wa.^  in  existence  as  a  part  of  our  school  system  be- 
fore the  year  1857,  does  not  alter  the  legal  aspect  of 
the  case.  It  is  sufiicient  1,hat  the  City  Council,  after 
the  authority  was  granted,  established  a  "Girls' 
High  and  Normal  School,"  at  which  a  course  of  in- 
struction was  adopted,  not  only  to  qualify  the 
graduates  to  become  teachers,  if  they  chose  to  adopt 
that  profession,  but  to  give  all  the  pupils,  whetiicr 
they  desired  to  be  teachers  or  not,  a  complete  and 
thorough  education.  This  schtol,  having  outgrown 
the  contracted  quarters  where  it  was  first  located, 
was  established  by  the  City  Council  in  1871  in  a 
building  specially  erected  foi  the  purpose  on  Newton 
sireet,  at  an  expense  of  $310,715. 

In  18i0  the  School  Committee  recommended  a  divi- 
sion of  the  school  and  the  establishment  of  a  "dis- 
tinct Normal  School,"  devoted  exclusively  to  the  ed- 
ucation of  teachers,  and  ou  the  8th  of  January,  1873. 
a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed  by  the  School 
Committee  to  report  uuon  a  plan  for  a  "distinct 
Normal  School."  On  the  12th  of  March,  1872,  that 
committee  submitted  the  following  orders,  which 
were  adopted: 

First,  "That  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  a 
distinct  noimal  school  be  and  hereby  are  authorized 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  plan  for  the  organization  of 
a  normal  school  in  the  city  of  Boston,  which  school 
shall  be  e.-stahlished  and  go  into  operation  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  school  year." 

Second,  "'J'hat  the  same  committee  be  authorized 
to  secure  for  the  accommodation  of  said  normal 
school  the  room  now  unoccupied  in  the  Appletou- 
street  Schoolhouse." 

Ou  tlie  l-iih  of  May  the  same  committee  submitted 
a  plan  for  a  "distinct  normal  school,"  which  was 
adopted  by  the  School  Committee.  It  is  provided, 
among  other  things,  that  "the  school  shall  be  known 
as  the  Boston  Normal  School,  and  its  purpose  shall 
be  to  furnish  an  opportunity  for  such  young  women 
as  wish  to  become  teachers  a  course  of  distinct  pro- 
fessional study." 

"The  teachers  shall  be  a  head  master  and  such 
assistants  as  may  be  found  necessary." 

"Candidates  for  admission  must  signify  in  writing 
their  intention  to  teach.'- 

"A  diploma  from  either  of  the  high  schools  shall 
be  evidence  of  qualification  for  admission." 

On  the  nth  of  June,  1372,  the  rules  and  regulations 
were  amended  by  striking  from  the  organization  and 
management  of  the  Girls' High  and  Normrrt  School 
all  that  pertained  m  any  way  to  the  normal  depart- 
ment. The  training  schools  which  had  been  located 
in  this  building  were  discontinued,  and  the  pupils 
distributed  into  other  schools. 

It  will  be  observed,  from  the  hasty  review,  that 
the  new  school  is  expressly  stated  to  be  a  "distinct 
normal  school."  It  is  a  school  above  and  beyond 
the  high  schools  already  authorized  by  the  City 
Council,  and  it  apjiears  in  the  Manual  published  for 
1873,  as  a  distinct  and  independent  organization. 

It  is  questionable  v.iiether  such  a  school  as  this 
can  be  established  at  all  at  the  public  expense,  and  it 
is  clear  that  it  cannot  be  estaldi^licd  without  1  lie  pre- 
vious consent  of  the  City  Council.  That  consent  has 
not  been  given.  If  it  be"  said  that  the  school  origi- 
nally established  by  the  City  Council  was  denomi- 
nated a  normal  school,  with  aims  and  purposes  simi- 
lar to  those  iiossessed  by  the  new  organization,  the 
legal  objection  to  the  action  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee still  remains,  as  that  body  has  not  the  authority 
to  establish  another  such  school. 

These  are  the  objections  which  iiave  made  it  my 
duty  to  return  the  order  to  your  honorable  body  for 
further  consideration,  but  I  cannot  forbear  calling 
your  attention  to  the  expense  involved  in  carrying 
out  the  policy  inaugurated  by  the  School  Committee. 
It  appears  from  the  last  semi-annual  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  that  the  average  number 
of  pupils  connected  with  the  nev^f  norm.aI  school  is 
fifty-three,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  forty- 
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eight.  The  head  master  of  the  school  receives  a 
salary  of  ^'4000  per  annum,  and  the  four  assistants 
g;450U,  making  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  to  these 
forty-eight  pupils,  $8500  per  annum.  The  building 
erected  nn  Newton  street  was  intended  to  accommo- 
date 1200  pupils.  The  high  school  for  girls  contain- 
ed in  ?i!arch  last  G32  pupils.  The  new  normal  school 
is  aecommodat  f.'i  nt  the  present  time  in  one  room  of 
the  building;  so  that,  making  allowance  for  the  ac- 
commodation required  for  the  botanical  and  other 
departments,  there  remain  several  rooms  unoccupied 
by  any  teachers  or  scholars. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  introduce  primary  clai^scs  for 
the  pi'actice  of  the  normal  pirpils.  there  are,  I  be- 
lieve, suitable  facilities  for  so  doing.  The  estimated 
expense  of  providing  separate  accommodations  for 
the  new  school  is  $3000.  but  it  is  evident  that  the 
portion  of  the  primary-school  building  whicii  it  is 
proposed  to  occupy  at  this  time  will  he  needed  in  a 
very  short  time  for'its  legitimate  purposes,  and  the 
Government  v.'ill  then  be  called  upon  to  provide  a 
new  building  for  the  normal  school. 

I  submit  herewith  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
Tipon  the  legal  aspect  of  the  case. 

Henry  L.  Pibece,  Mayor. 

CiTT  Solicitor's  Office,  2  Femberton  square,  I 
Boston,  April  28,  18'i3.  f 
Sir — To  the  qtiestion  you  proposed  to  me  in  regard 
to  the  lejjality  of  the  action  of  the  School  Committee 
in  e;tabliohing  a  norma!  sciiool.  I  reply,  th.at  I  find  no 
authority  for  the  establishing  or  muinlenance  of  such 
a  school  by  them.  The  comraiitee  can  expend  the 
moneys  raised  for  the  support  of  schools  only  for  the 
&-,iP'.m"u  ft  hf  ViDols  of  the  dcscripti.-^n  which  the  stat- 
utes of  the  Commonwealth  require  or  authorize  to 
be  maintained,  and  no)mal  schools  are  not  of  that 
number. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedieiit  servant, 

J.  P.  Hbalt. 
Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor,  etc. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward   1,  the  communi- 
cation was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

PETITIONS   rRESENa'ED   Al^'D   REFBBRBD. 

Richard  Leeds,  for  extension  of  time  in  vvliich  to 
build  on  .Sharon  street.  Referred  to  C'ommittee  on 
Public  Lands. 

J.  A.  Tucker  and  others,  that  Magazine  street  may 
be  extended,  and  that  Eustis  street  may  lie  extended 
to  Magazine  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Granville  B.  Putnam  and  others,  that  Waltliam 
street  be  paved  with  wood  in  front  of  the  Franklin 
Schoolhoiise. 

T.  \V.  and  J.  H.  Cos  and  others,  that  Blue-Hill  ave- 
nue be  graded. 

Severally  ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  presented  an  itivitation  to 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  from  C.  C.  Emery,  com- 
mander, on  behalf  of  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  Post  26, 
G.  A.  R..  to  be  present  as  guests  of  the  post,  at  For- 
est Hill  Cemetery  on  Decoration  Day.  May  30,  1873. 
Accepted,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

RnPOKTS   OE   COSfMITTEES. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  order  from  the  City  Council  to  erect  a  gram- 
mar schoolhouse  on  the  City  Hall  estate.  Boston  High- 
lands, made  a  report,  as  follows: 

They  have  had  plana  prepared  and  received  esti- 
mates for  doing  the  work,  and  find  that,  owing  to  the 
advance  in  labor  and  buUding  material,  $1)0,000,  the 
amount  authorized  to  be  expended  in  the  erection  of 
the  building,  will  not  be  sufficient,  but  that  $ao,000 
in  addition  to  the  amount  already  authorized  will  he 
required  before  contracts  for  building  can  be  award- 
e  ..  They  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Th  .t  the'treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  !|i;>'.0,000.  to  be  added  to  the  amount 
already  authorized  for  the  erection  of  a  Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  Dudley  District. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Bicknell,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  among 
the  unfinished  bnsiness  of  last  year,  the  accompany- 
ing report  and  order  for  the  erection  of  a  stable  on 
Highland  stieet  for  the  Health  and  Paving  depart- 
ments, made  a  report  as  follows: 

That  the  public  service  requires  that  the  building 
should  he  erected,  and  in  view  of  the  same  they 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  procure  estimates  for  the  erection  of 
a  stable  on  the  city  lot   on    Highland    street,   for  the 


accommodation  of  the  health  and  Paving  depart- 
ments, and  report  to  the  City  Council  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  same. 

The  order  v.'as  read  once. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  B,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee oti  Armories,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
pei.ition  of  Lieutenant  M,  R.  Walsh  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  Company  F,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M., 
asking  that  a  new  armory  rrmy  be  provided  by  the 
city  for  the  use  of  said  company.     Acceptecl. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  H. 
Roberts  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  kead- 
quarters  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  reported 
two  orders;  to  allow  and  pay  $.300  for  rent  of  such 
headquarters  at  ISIo.  7  Green  street,  and  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  $2;?.5  for  fitting  up  said  headquarters. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  vv-ere  passed. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Harbor,  to  whom  were  referred  the  pa-  ■ 
pers  relating  to  the  assessment  made  by  the  Com- 
monwealth uuon  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  compen- 
sation for  tide  water  displaced  by  the  construction  of 
Atlantic  avenue,  and  the  filling  of  the  docks  inside  of 
the  same,  made  a  report,  as  follows: 

The  substantial  facts  in  the  case  are  these:  The  act 
authorizing  the  city  to  lay  otit  and  baild  a  street  over 
tide  waters  between  Lewis  and  Rowe's  wharves 
(chap.  324,  1807)  provided;  among  other  things,  that 
such  compensation  should  be  made  for  all  displace- 
ment of  tide  water  as  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
should  determine,  and  In  the  manner  required  by 
chapter  140  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1860.  It  is  provid- 
ed in  the  fourth  section  of  the  acts  referred  to  that 
the  Harbor  Commissioners  shall  in  all  cases  affecting 
the  harbor  of  Boston  require  the  parlies  displacing 
tide  water  by  filling  flats  or  erecting  buildings  to 
make  compensation  therefor  either  by  Improving  the 
harbor  or  paying  money  for  improvements  to  be 
made  hereafter  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

In  1870  the  engineer  to  the  Commissioners  comput- 
ed the  amount  of  tide  water  displaced  between  the 
planes  of  mean  high  and  low  water  bj'  the  filling  of 
the  avenue  proper'and  the  interior  basins  at  108,528 
cubic  yards,  and  an  assessment  of  .§91. COS  was  made 
upon  the  city  as  the  money  equivalent  for  compensa- 
tion in  kind,  in  accordance  With  an  order  of  the 
City  Council  the  Mayor  petitioned  the  General  Court 
in  1871  to  relieve  the  city  from  the  paym'ent  of  this 
assessment.  After  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject 
the  application  was  refused  and  on  theOth  of  Novem- 
ber of  that  year  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General 
of  the  Commonwealth  made  a  formal  requisition 
upon  the  city  for  the  amount  assessed  with  interest 
thereon. 

No  action  was  taken  upon  the  subject  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  General  Court,  when  another 
effort  was  made  to  have  the  assessment  abated,  but 
without  success. 

The  matter  has  now  been  brought  to  a  point  where 
it  is  no  longer  possible  for  the  city  to  resist  p.ayment, 
the  State  Treasurer  having  declined  to  allow  the  citj' 
for  reseipts  on  account  of  the  corporation  tax,  and 
for  advances  made  on  account  of  soldiers'  relief,  un- 
til the  requisition  for  tidal  compensation  is  satisfied. 
In  the  meantime  the  interest  on  the  original  assess- 
ment has  been  accumulating,  so  that  the  amount  due 
at  this  time  is  $71.8.37  93.  The  City  Solicitor  has 
given  his  opinion  that  the  claim  is  a  valid  one,  and 
the  payment  of  it  cannot  be  successfully  resisted. 
The  Committee  would  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  tiiere  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  and  Receiver-general  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of  $71.8.37  93,  in 
full  settlement  of  the  assessment  made  by  the  Board 
of  Harbor  Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  for 
compensation  on  account  of  tidewater  displaced  by 
the  coustructiim  of  Atlantic  avenue,  aiicl  the  filling 
of  the  interior  basins;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Atlantic  Avenue. 

Mr.  Pease  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
passage  of  the  order,  stating  that  as  the  money  mu.st 
be  paid,  and  as  some  $70,(100  was  due  to  tlie  city 
from  the  State  for  soldiers'  aid,  etc..  and  it  ua-i  desir- 
able that  a  setllement  be  made  with  the  Slate  to  come 
wilhin  the  expenditures  of  the  financial  year  just 
closed,  arrangements  for  which  have  been  made. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 

Mr.  West  submitted  the  following  request: 

To  the  City  Council— The  Committee  on  Finance 
i-espectfully  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  hut'inoss  of 
the  city.  For  the  Committee, 

Henuy  L.  Pierce,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  he,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized   to   borrow,    under   the  direction  of   the 
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Committee  on  Finance,  a  snm  not  exceeding  four 
millions  of  doliarg,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  pay- 
able this  year,  and  that  all  mn-aeys  obtained  under 
authority  of  this  order  bhall  be  maVle  payable  on  or 
before  the  SOtli  day  of  April  1874. 
Ths  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

OEDBKS. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following  order, 
■which  was  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Corporation  the  sum  of  $225,000, 
due  the  said  corporation  u|iou  certain  conditions  as 
set  forth  in  the  indentures  between  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  Bost<m  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
dated  September  30,  1871.  relating  to  the  purchase  of 
land  of  the  said  corporation  by  the  said  city,  and  the 
extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park  square,  said 
corporation  to  give  the  city  a  receipt  for  the  same 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Extension  of 
Columbus  Avenue. 
Mr.  Flynu  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  pi  ocu  re  plans  and  estimates  for  a 
new  poli<e  station,  to  be  erected  on  a  lot  of  land  pur- 
chased for  the  purpose  on  Fourth  street,  between  K 
and  I  streets;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Denny  of  "\Vard  !•  inquired  if  it  was  necessary 
that  this  police  station  should  be  erected  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  subject  of  a  new  po- 
lice station  in  South  Boston  had  been  under  agitation 
quite  a  length  of  time,  and  was  believed  to  be  a  ne- 
cessity. A  purchase  of  loud  was  made  last  year  as  a 
result  of  that  necessity.  Ta  fact  a  t(  mporary  place 
had  been  used  as  a  sort  of  police  stnticm  in  that  sec- 
tion, and  as  it  was  well  known  that  tl;e  old  police 
station  was  near  rhis  end  of  South  Boston,  a  great  bulk 
of  the  population  was  beyond  it.  In  conic  cases  it  is 
necessary  to  carry  men  a  mile  and  a  h.J.f  to  the  sta- 
tion house.  The' people  of  South  F'oston  were  biw- 
abiding  citizens  or  they  would  have  required  the 
building  long  since.  They  had  poor  gas  over  there, 
with  the  streets  poorly  lighted,  and  the  deficient 
amount  of  police  force  was  ^adly  felt. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Sliaw  of  Ward  5  ofl'ered  an  order  that  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commitlee  on  Paving  of  the  Board  of  jiUlermen,  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  tlie  watering  of  streets  in 
the  burnt  district  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  the 
public  health  and  convenience  may  require. 

Mr.  Shaw  briefly  advocated  the  ordo'.  for  the  com- 
fort, convenience  and  health  of  those  required  to 
work  in  or  pass  through  the  streets  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict, and  the  order  was  passed. 

;Hr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order,  which  was 
passed,  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
make  their  annual  report  in  print. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to  the 
City  Hospital,  and  tiie  motion  w'as  carried. , 

Mr.  Dacey  said  he  bad  made  some  inquiries  in  re- 
lation to  this  ordinance  since  the  last  meeting,  and 
believed  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  M'ard  12, 
that  it  was  unnecessary.  f!e  had  talked  with  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  hospital  about  it,  who  said  it  was 
got  up  by  mistake.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  it  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  which  was  carried. 

SALARIES   IN  THE  LAAV   DEPAKTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  raa.ioriiy 
and  minority  reporlt?  and  orders  on  the  snb.ject  of  the 
salaries  of  officers  of  the  Law  Department  were  taken 
up  from  the  table  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  expressed  the  belief  that  a 
wrong  impression  was  received  from  what  was  said 
abouFcosts  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council.  Al- 
though the  city  has  the  legal  right  to  costs  in  suits  in 
which  it  is  a  party,  the  whole  'amount  of  costs  last 
year  was  but  $73  05.  One-half  of  the  amount  of  costs 
goes  to  the  head  of  the  department,  and  the  lemain- 
cler  is  divided  among  the  as.sistants.  It  was  also  said 
that  a  cons'dcralile  sum  was  received  as  perquisites 
in  the  making  out  of  deeds.  This  amount  as  perauis- 
ites  is  very  sinall,  most  of  it  being  paid  out  to  a  clerk 
who  is  emidoyed  by  them. 

On  an  examination  for  several  years  of  the  com.- 
parative  increase  of  salaries  of  city  ollicers.  it  would 
be  found,  that  the  smallest  increase  of  any  officer 
was  as  per  cent.,  excepting  the  City  Solicitor,  the 
increase-  of  whose  salary  had  been  but  25  per  cent. 
This  did  not  include  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands,  whose  duties  are  yearly  decreasing,  and  with 
reference  to  which  the  question  had  been  debated  of 
abolishing  the  oifice.  Vv'itii  an  increase  of  the  salary 
of  the  City  Solicitor  to  53  per  cent,  it  Vyfould  make  it 


.$6000  as  proposed  by  the  majority.  Mr.  Stackpole,  the 
assistant  has  no  outside  practice,  and  the  other  assist- 
ant has  had  but  one  case  during  the  past  year,  and  all 
they  make  is  from  their  salaries,  the  perquisites 
being  inconsiderable.  These  statements  he  made  to 
remove  erroneous  impressions,  and  he  believed  the 
proposed  increase  of  salaries  not  unreasonable. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  said  he  was  still  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  minority  report  should  be  substituted  for 
that  of  the  majority.  He  had  looked  into  the  matter 
of  perquisites  and  believed  that  the  Assistant  City 
Solicitors  have  practised  in  the  courts  and  do  now 
practice.  It  was  only  within  four  weeks  that  one  of 
them  went  down  to  Richmond,  Va.,  on  business  out- 
side of  his  office,  and  another  had  recently  gone  to 
Lowell  on  business  outside  of  his  office.  As  to  the 
making  of  trustee  writs,  they  may  not  amount  to 
much;  but  they  do  practise,  and  there  are  many  wait- 
ing who  would"  be  willing  to  take  their  places  for  the 
pa.  they  get.  He  was  coniident  there  should  be  no 
change  in  the  salaries  of  the  assistants. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  he  had  taken  some  pains 
also  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  agreed  nearly  with 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  Bis 
amount  of  fees  taken  was  a  little  more,  being  $8.5. 
As  to  the  making  of  deeds,  there  were  three  hundred 
made  last  year,  and  if  $3  for  each  was  received  that 
W'Ould  amount  to  $900.  He  was  satisfied  that  if  the 
assistants  have  any  other  practice,  it  is  not  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  city,  and  that  they  work  hard  for 
what  they  get.  The  .Law  Department,  in  his  opin- 
ton,  was  the  poorest  [laid  by  the  city. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  believed  it  eminently 
proper  that  there  should  bo  a  graduation  of  salaries, 
as  suggeste;-!  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  for  an 
increase  of  a  similar  amount  in  each  ease  was  hardly 
the  thing.  It,  apjieared  by  the  statement  made,  that 
$fiOO  was  received  for  making  deeds,  some  of  which 
was  paid  for  clerk  hire.  He  understood  that  the  first 
assistant  beinp;  in  constant  attendance  upon  courts, 
could  have  very  lii.tie  in  perquisites,  and  it  would  be 
unjust  to  the  lirst  to  pay  the  same  to  the  second  as- 
sistant. He  had  been  credibly  informed  by  parties 
who  should  know,  that  topay  the  lirst  assistant  ,^;5000, 
would  not  give  him  as  much  as  the  second  would  re- 
ceive at  a  salary  of  S2500. 

Mr.  Dacey  said  he  was  in  favor  of  giving  the  first 
assistant  $:3000.  but  it  was  understood  he  did  not 
ask  an  increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  Holmes  stated  that  there  was  no  distinction  in 
tirst  and  second  assistants.  Mr.  Kittredge  was,  in 
fact,  appointed  first,  and  it  was  their  feeling  that 
there  should  be  no  grade.  For  that  reason  Mr. 
Stackpole  may  not  have  desired  an  increase,  not 
wisliing  to  have  an  invidious  distinction  or  superior- 
ity of  one  over  the  other. 

Mr.  Pickei'ing  said  he  could  say  the  gentleman  al- 
luded to  it  does  desire  an  increase  of  salary,  although 
he  might  not  ask  for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  questioned  the  metliod  of  comparison  ■ 
which  had  been  mane,  v.'hich  he  said  was  not  just.  A 
fair  comparison  showed  thai,  the  cost  of  the  Law  De- 
partment had  more  than  doubled  in  the  time  speci- 
fied. He  was  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  pay  of  the 
head  of  the  department  as  due  to  his  great  abiiitj%  but 
in  regard  to  the  expense  it  should  be  considered  that 
there  were  more  persons  paid  than  five  or  six  years 
ago.  There  should  be  no  perquisites  allowed  to  city 
officers,  and  the  city  could  afford  to  make  the  deeds 
required  in  deeding  back  property.  He  would  like 
to  know  who  authorized  them  to  employ  the  clerk 
who  was  paid  from  these  perquisites.  If  he  could 
have  his  wish,  these  oifices  should  be  graded,  and  no 
pcrquisires  allowed. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  called  attention  to  the  ordi- 
nance adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cinincil, 
which  eslabiished  a  grade  of  a  first,  second  and  third 
assistputs  to  the  City  Solicitor.  He  susgcstcd  that 
the  question  might  be  met  satisfactorily  by  voting 
dovi'n  the  motion  to  substitute  the  miu(uity  report, 
and  then  vote  directly  upon  each  salary  under  the 
grade  esiablished. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  believed  that  if  the  reports 
were  recommitted,  they  could  be  reported  in  a  form 
which  would  be  better  understood  and  more  ac- 
ceptably.    In  that  way  this  might  save  time. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  would  make  no  objection  to  re- 
committing, although  from  the  debate  there  had  been 
a  thorough  exi)ression  of  opiuitm. 
The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 
Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  :i  moved  to  take  from  the  talile 
the  order  for  the  appoinlment  of  a  committee  to 
make  arrangements,  at  not  exceeding  $15,000,  for  the 
celebration  of  Fourth  of  July,  187:^,  and  that  it  be 
assigned  to  Thursday  evening  next  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  order  was  so  as- 
signed. 
Adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    4,    1873. 


The  regulai'  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alcler- 
men  was  held  tills  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man  Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE    AND    CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Bundle  Hay— Jam^s  H. 

Small. 

Undertaker — John  Sullivan. 

Sergeant  of  Police— N.  A.  Simonds. 

Members  of  Fire  Department — Charles  A.  Smith, 
William  Whitmg  and  Charles  T.  Tinktiam,  sever- 
ally, as  hosemen,  to  take  effect  May  1,  1873. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay — Charles  Chit- 
tenden, Stephen  Nelson,  Joseph  K.  Low,  John  Ken- 
ny and  James  Campbell,  for  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company:  Charles  W.  Lingley,  for  Marion  and 
Havre  streets;  John  E.  E.  Goward,  for  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery;  Daniel  B.  Steadman,  for  Savin 
Hill;  J.  A.  Sweetland,  for  Broadway  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  Alexander  W.  Cormack,  for 
Union  Boat  House  and  its  vicinity;  William  H  Mat- 
thews, for  Bacon's  Hall  and  its  vicinity;  E.  R.  Church, 
at  S.  S.  Putnam  &  Co.'s  factory,  Neponset;  Alonzo 
Stewart,  for  tlie  Blackstone  National  Bank;  D.  W. 
Manning,  for  Winthrop-street  Church,  Roxbury; 
Norton  Folsom,  for  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital and  its  viciuily;  Stephen  A.  Coleman,  for  the 
Charity  Building,  Chardon  street;  Edwin  R.  Smyth, 
for  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Mayor: 

Boston,   May  5,  1873. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston  ; 
Gentlenien— Since  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  $hat  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to  reduce  the  number  of  truant  officers 
from  ten  to  six,  the  State  Legislature  has  placed  the 
appointment  of  those  officers  in  the  hands  of  the 
School  Committee.  No  action  on  my  part  will  there- 
fore be  necessary  in  the  premises. 

Henrt  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

Ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Pliny  D.  Ladd,  for  leave  to  change  location  of  a 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Vale  street,  near  Marcella 
street. 

William  B.  Thomas,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  fourteen  horses  on  Ewer  street,  near  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad. 

W.  S.  Pattee,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  White  street,  near  Putuam  square. 

E.  Heib,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
one  li4)rse  on  New  Heath  street. 

Edward  P.  Maguire,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  at  No.  3  Heath  place. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Granville  B.  Putnam,  that  Waltham  street  be  paved 
with  wood,  opposite  the  Franklin  Schoolhouse. 

T.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox  and  others,  that  Blue-Hill  ave- 
nue be  graded. 

Thomas  F.  Brady  and  others,  that  Fifth  street  may 
be  paved  from  B  to  C  street. 

Leander  H.  Jones,  that  Foundry-street  sidewalk  be 
laid  from  Colony  to  Ontario  street. 

Sampson,  Hall  &  Company,  and  others,  that  the 
streets  on  the  burnt  district  may  be  watered  by  the 
city. 

J.  H.  Upham  &  Company,  and  others,  that  edge- 
stones  be  set  on  Hancock  and  Columbia  streets, 
from  Stoughtoii  to  Bird  street. 

Howard  Watch  Company,  for  a  brick  sidewalk  on 
Eustis  and  Prescott  streets,  near  their  estate. 

John  Drynan  and  others,  that  Fleet  street  be  paved 
with  trap  rock. 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Fleming,  for  compensation  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Fourth  street. 

Thomas  Dolan  and  others,  that  Norfolk  avenue  be 
graded. 

William  P.  Balch  and  others,  in  aid  of  petitions  of 
F.  Upton  &  Co.,  for  the  paving  of  North  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committtee  on  Paving. 

Vance  &  Company,  for  leave  to  enlarge  their  foun- 
dery  building  at  128  Second  street.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

George  Lawton.  to  be  heard  respecting  his  award 
for  damages  on  Summer  street.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets. 


Mrs.  M.  A.  French,  to  be  compensated  for  persona' 
iniuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Kiieeland 
iitreet.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

S.  S.  Putnam  &  Co.  and  others,  for  sewers  in 
Taylor,  Water,  High,  Ericsson  and  Walnut  streets, 
Ward  16. 

Oakes  Ames,  that  Dorchester  Brook,  near  Willow 
Court,  may  be  converted  to  purposes  of  sewerage  and 
be  properly  inclosed. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Engineers  of  the  Fire  Department,  unanimously 
nominating  Henry  W.  Longley  for  Secretary  of  the 
Board  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  and  Mr.  Longley 
was  elected  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

QUARTERLY   REPORT     OF   CITY   REGISTRAR. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  City  Registrar  states 
that  he  has  received  during  the  quarter  ending  April 
30,  $461,  for  certificates  of  inteuticms  of  marriage, 
which  has  been  paid  into  the  City  Treasury. 

Ordered  to  he  sent  down. 

QUARTERLY  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  CLERK. 

The  City  Clerk  reports  that  for  the  quarter  ending 
April  ;iO,  he  has  received  in  his  official  capacity  the 
following  sums,  viz.: 

For  recording  mortgages  of  personal  property, 
liens,  etc $590  05 

Licenses  of  billiard  fables lOT  00 

"       intelligence  offices 8  00 

'•       auctioneers 28  00 

Sale  of  old  ballots :  10  U 

Total .' $743  16 

all  of  which  has  been  paid  into  the  City  Treasury. 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  gives  the  following  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  April 
30,  1873: 

Cash  on  hand  January  31, 1873 $11,797  93 

Drafts  on  City  Ti'easurer  and   requisition  for 

Temporary  Home 17,999  13 

Cash  from  cities  and  towns 7,024  ;37 

"     from  State  for  relief  and  burials 4,999  61 

"     tor  burials 24  00 

"     from  City  Treasurer,   income   Stoughton. 

Poor  Fund 50  52 

$30,097  63 
The  expenditures  were  as  follows: 

Paid  for  burials $1,873  75 

"    cities  and  towns  for  relief  of  Boston  poor.  4.088  23 

"    expenses  of  Temporary  Home 1,549  13 

"    pensions  and  grants  at  oilice 4,090  90 

"    immediate  relief  of  persons  having  no  set- 
tlement   233  92 

"    coal  and  wood 5,139  52 

"    groceries 5,618  00 

'"    salary  of  Secretary 550  0(3 

"      Bookkeeper 425  00 

"      Clerk 175  00 

"      visitors 900  00 

"    office  expenses 74  45 

"    transportation 8  ;h6 

"    charity  building  expenses, salaries, fuel, etc.    ],4tl5  05 

$26,131  3 1 
"    city  of  Boston,  receipts  from  State,  cities 

and  towns 14,999  61 

Cash  balance  April  80 764  64 

$41,895  56 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

-COMMUNICATION    IN   RELATION    TO     A   SMALLPOX     HOS- 
PITAL. 

Office  or  Board  of  Health,  ( 
Boston,  May  5,  1873.     f 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayw  and  the  City  Council  of 
Boston:  Gentlemen— In  compliance  \nt\i  your  order 
of  April  25,  1873,  concerning  the  early  closing  of  Mar- 
calla-street  hospital,  that  "the  Board  of  Health  be 
respectfully  requested  to  communicate  to  the  City 
Council  what  in  their  judgment  are  the  requirements 
of  the  city  for  a  permanent  hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  persons  suffering  from  smallpox  or  other  conta- 
gious diseases,"  we  beg  to  state  that  in  our  opinion 
a  permanent,  hospital  for  such  a  purpose  situated 
upon  a  dry  and  healthy  site,  conveniently  accessible, 
is  absolutely  necessary. 

That  the  Marcella-street  hospital  is  the  only  suita- 
ble one  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Health;  that 
the  Swett-street  hospital  was  abandoned  on  account 
of  being,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  and  that  of 
a  large  number  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Boston, 
situated  in  a  very  undesirable  location  for  the  suc- 
cessful treatment  of  our  unfortunate  patients;  that 
the  Board  has  been  vigilant  in  the  search  of  some  de- 
sirable  location,  and   believe   it   has  succeeded   in 
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flncling  one  suitable  and  accessible  and  more  isolated 
than  that  on  Marcella  street. 

The  Board  would  therefore  recommend  that  some 
early  action  be  taken  by  the  City  Council  with  a 
view  to  purchasing  a  lot  and  erecting  thereon  a  hos- 
pital for  the  reception  of  persons  having adisease 
dangerous  to  the  public  health. 

By  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

C.  E.  Davis,  Jk.,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Health. 

WIDENING  OP   CONGRESS    STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  providing  for  the  widening  of  Con- 
gress street  between  Water  and  State,  streets,  on  the 
easterly  side,  to  the  width  of  fifty-four  feet,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  $484,626. 

The  several  items  of  expense  are  as  follows;  G.  D. 
Howe  and  others,  trustees,  No.  50,  4fi4  square  feet  of 
land,  P8-$17,B32;  damages,  $500— total.  $18,1.32. 
Francis  M.  Johnson,  Nos.  48-42,1019  feet,  ,$35— $35,- 
665;  damages,  $665— $36,330.  Henry  L.  Hallett, 
trustee,  No.  40,  547  feet,  $42— $22,974 ;  damages,  $524 
— $23,498.  Heirs  of  William  S.  Perry,  Nos.  34-30,  825 
feet,  ,$4.5— .$37,125;  damages,  $1000— $38,125.  Un- 
known owners,  passageway,  69  feet,  no  expense. 
Heirs  of  Hinman  Meredith,  Nos.  26-24,  ,508  feet,  $32 
—$16,2,56;  damages,  $1000— «17,2,56.  John  L,  Gardner, 
Nos.  22-20,  417  feet,  $37— $15,429;  damages,  $19,.5n0— 
$34,929.  Unknown  owners,  passageway,  209  feet. 
New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  Nos. 
6  to  2,  corner  of  State  street,  3191  feet,  $66— $210,606; 
damages,  $105,750— $31  (i,356.  Total,  7249  feet  of  land, 
$355,681;  value  of  birildings  before  widening,  $147,- 
7,50:  vft  r  wdening,  $10,000;  value  of  old  materials, 
$15,,jttj;  uuiua^^s  to  buildings,  own.-!.-  ;'.:.d  occupants. 
$128,939— $484,626, 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  subject  had  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  they  were  near- 
ly unanimous  of  the  opinion  that  this  plan  of  widen- 
ing of  Congress  street  should  be  carried  out. 

On  his  motion  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the 
resolve  and  order  was  passed  in  concurrence  with  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OP   NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  common  sewer  in  Shawmut  avenue 
between  Circuit  and  Cedar  streets,  also  on  Clifford 
street,  were  severally  taken  up.  No  person  appeared 
in  relation  thereto,  and  the  reports  were  recommit- 
ted. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Williams  street, 
from  Shawmut  avenue  to  Westminister  street. 

Order  to  grade  the  above  portion  of  Williams  street, 
at  an  expense  of  $4500. 

Order  to  construct  sewer  at  easterly  end  of  George 
street. 

Order  to  pave  Beacon  street  with  wood,  froni 
Dartmouth  to  Fairfield  street,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  $24,000, 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petition  of  J.  A.  Tucker  and  others  was  re-  ' 
ferrcd,  in  concurrence. 

The  invitatioK  of  Post  G.  A.  R.  to  attend  Decora- 
tion ceremonies  was  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

The  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Co.  F, 
1st  Infantry,  for  a  new  armory,  was  accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  and  orders  on 
the  subject  of  the  salaries  of  officers  of  Law  Depart- 
ment, came  up  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nancL's,  and  were  recommitted,  in  concurrence. 

The  order  authorizing  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional assistance  in  the  office  of  Chief  Engineer  of 
Fire  Department,  which  was  referred  by  this  Board  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  coming  up 
with  n(m-concurrence  in  such  reference,  the  Board 
receded  from  its  reference. 

The  order  authorizing  the  sale,  by  public  auction 
or  otherwise,  of  the  building  on  the  engine-house 
lot,  earner  of  Warren  and  (Juincy  streets.  Ward  14, 
coming  up  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
words  "'or  otherwise" — 

Alderman  Clark  opposed  concurrence,  stating  that 
$5000  were  lost  to  the  city  in  one  instance,  by  requir- 
ing a  sale  to  be  by  auction,  and  in  another  ease  this 
year  ,$5  more  a  foot  was  oft'ered  for  land  than  it  would 
have  brought  at  auction.  The  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  was  composed  of  honest  men,  and  would  act 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  whether  to  sell  at 
private  or  public  sale^  and  should  not  be  compelled 
to  make  sales  by  auction. 

Alderman  Sayward  inquired  whether  it  was  land  to 
be    sold,  and    whether  it   was  not  the  Committee  on 


Public  Buildings  who  were  authorized  to  make  the 
sale.  On  the  assurance  that  it  was  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  who  were  authorized  to  sell  a  build- 
ing, he  said  he  should  not  object  to  the  order  as  it  is, 
if  the  City  Council  so  ordered  it,  but  he  believed  the 
committee  were  honest,  and  would  act  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  to  cause 
the  streets  in  the  burnt  district  to  be  watered,  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan, was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving, 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence : 

Orders  to  allow  $300  for  rent  of  headquarters  of 
First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  and  to  allow  the  sum  of 
$225  to  fit  up  the  rooms. 

Order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $4,000,000  in  anticipa- 
tion of  taxes. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor,  with  an 
order  to  pay  $71,837  93  to  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts as  compensation  for  displacement  of  tide- 
water in  the  construction  of  Atlantic  avenue. 

Order  to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for  a  new 
police-station  house  between  I  and  K  streets, 
Waidl2. 

Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  submit  their 
annual  report  in  print. 

The  several  orders  relating  to  the  Common,  etc., 
were  recommitted,  in  concurrence,  as  follows: 

Authorizing  the  building  of  a  tool  house  on  the 
Common,  at  not  exceeding  $1200;  authorizing  an  ex- 
penditure of  not  exceeding  $1800.  for  settees  and  for 
painting  and  repairing  settees,  fences  and  fountains 
on  the  Common,  etc. ;  authorizing  an  expenditirre  of 
not  exceeding  $4000  for  manure,  loam  and  sods  for 
Common,  etc.;  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding .$5850  for  team  work,  carpenter  work,  mowing 
machines  and  tools  for  Common,  etc. ;  authorizing  an 
expenditure  of  not  exceeding  .$7000  for  gravel  and 
concrete  for  walks  and  malls  on  the  Common,  etc.; 
authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $8700 
for  trees,  plants,  shrubs  and  seeds  for  the  common, 
etc.;  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$,5000  in  improving  Washington  park;  authorizing  a 
contract  with  John  Reardon  for  the  care  of  Black- 
stone  and  certain  other  squares  and  LTnion  park,  at 
not  exceeding  $1650;  authorizing  a  con  tract  withPettr 
Callahan  for  the  care  of  Maverick  and  certain  other 
squares,  and  the  trees  in  streets  of  Ward  1,  at  not  ex- 
ceeding $700, 

HEARING    ON   LIMITS   OP  BASE-BALL    GROUNDS, 

Tlie  public  hearing  on  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  limits  of  the  base-ball  grounds  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, was  taken  up,  by  assignment,  at  four  and  a  half 
o'clock. 

The  petitioners  were  first  heard, 

J.  B,  Ames,  for  the  Base  Ball  Club  Association,  stat- 
ed that  the  committee  of  the  City  Council  declined 
to  act  directly  upon  their  petition,  and  ofl'ered  as  a 
substitute  for  the  Common  Madison  sciuare  and  Or- 
chard park.  The  first  was  not  only  too  far  oft  but 
was  also  too  small,  making  it  liable  constantly  to  the' 
breaking  of  windows.  Orchard  park  was  still  fur- 
ther off,  and  more  objectionable  on  that  account. 
Khould  the  report  of  the  committee  be  accepted,  it 
would  be  but  of  granting  these  places,  and  refusing 
the  use  of  the  Common. 

So  far  as  the  question  in  issue  was  concerned,  it  was 
that  baseball  playing  was  dangerous.  One  case  cited 
was  that  of  a  man  who  was  hit  in  the  abdomen;  a 
second  was  the  case  of  a  little  girl,  who  was  not  hurt; 
and  the  only  other  case  was  that  of  a  person  now  a 
member  of  the  club.  The  game  had  been  played 
since  1858,  and  these  were  the  only  cases  of  injuries 
cited,  the  extent  of  one  of  which  he  did  not  know.  It 
w'as  objected  that  the  Common  was  more  beautiful  to 
be  g.own  up  in  grass,  which  he  would  ct)ncede;  but  it 
was  a  question  whether  the  Common  should -be  al- 
lowed to  be  beautiful,  and  the  young  men  and  boys 
be  deprived  of  opportunities  of  exercise  and  health. 
It  was  objected  that  it  would  be  used  by  professional 
playi-rs;  but  professional  players  would  never  use  any 
except  inclosed  grounds,  by  means  of  which  alone 
they  could  pay  the  necessary  expenses. 

Francis  Gardner  said  he  did  not  appear  here  for 
base-ball  players,  but  tor  the  boys  of  Boston,  where 
he  had  lived  most  of  his  life.  When  he  was  a  boy 
there  were  pastures  and  play  grounds  in  Pearl  street, 
Rowe  street.  Fort  Hill  and  other  places.  The  boys 
had  been  driven  from  most  of  the  C^ommon,  and  he 
contended  that  the  health  of  the  hoys  required  more 
room  for  play.  More  room  was  needed  merely  for 
the  boys  of  the  high  schools.  Without  the  means 
of  exercise  in  their  plays  health  could  not  be  secured, 
and  the  result  was  that  there  were  more  applications 
for  relief  from  schools  in  one  week  now  than  there 
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were  in  a  month  forty  years  ago.  In  the  returns  which 
were  made  for  absences  those  which  were  made  from 
ill  health  were  not  included. 

H.  n.  Coolidge  said  he  came  here  in  complete  sym- 
pathy with  the  boys,  and  as  a  Boston  boy.  When  he 
went  to  school,  lUc  whole  Common  was  open  to  their 
use.  The  boys  bad  been  crowded  until  they  were  al- 
lowed to  have  little  space,  except  upon  the  Parade 
Ground,  which  was  but  a  swamp  when  he  wasja  boy. 
As  a  resident  of  Boylston  street,  he  would  be  incom- 
moded as  much  as  any  one  by  the  playing,  and  he 
would  not  believe  that  gentlemen  living  in  the  neigh- 
borhood who  desired  to  have  the  Common  abeautful 
lawn,  would  be  incommoded  at  a  time  when  most  of 
them  were  out  of  town.  As  a  desirable  measure,  he 
urged  that,  physically  and  intellectually,  the  granting 
of  the  petition  should  be  complied  with. 

John  T.  Sargent  said  he  supposed  the  question  was 
whether  they  would  allow  more  ground  to  be  used 
for  plays,  especially  that  part  known  as  the  Parade 
Ground.  Recurring  to  the  uses  to  which  the  Common 
was  put  in  the  early  days,  although  restrictions  had 
been  put  upon  the  use  of  it,  it  was  still  a  Common, 
and  for  that  reason  it  was  proper  that  the  use  of  it 
should  be  continued  as  a  parade  ground.  On  the 
ground  of  health  he  urged  that  the  use  of  the  Common 
as  a  parade  ground  and  for  play  by  young  men  and 
boys  was  indispensable. 

StillmanB.  Allen  stated  that  two  thousand  persons 
had  petitioned  the  Board  in  favor  of  granting  this  pe- 
tition, and  these  were  among  tiie  best  citizens  aud 
largest  taxpayers;  he  did  not  doubt  that  a  much 
larger  petition  could  be  got  up  in  a  little  time.  There 
were  some  2.5.000  or  30,000  young  men  who  must  have 
some  games  to  play,  and  if  a  better  game  could  be 
furnished  he  was  willing  to  give  this  up.  Taking  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  Gardner,  there  was  five  times  as 
much  sickness  among  pupils  in  school  as  there  was 
formerly.  This  request  was  desirable  because  it  was 
necessary  that  the  young  men  should  be  healthy  and 
strong;  it  was  needed  as  a  place  of  rest  and  for  many 
physical  and  moial  reasons. 

Kev.  William  B.  Wriglit  said  he  came  to  learn  why 
boys  should  not  have  the  privilege  asked  for,  as  the 
word  Coiftmon  wottld  ^eem  to  imply  a  public  iilacc 
for  recreation.  There  vias  an  argument  not  alluded 
to,  that  of  the  circle  of  young  men  standing  here, 
pleading  eloquently  for  air,  life,  physical  culture. 
Providing  a  proper  playground  for  boys  and  young 
men  he  contended  was  but  supplementing  the  admir- 
able school  system  of  this  city  by  furnishing  strength 
to  that  part  which  was  weak. 

Josepli  F.  Paul  said  he  came  here  to  listen  to  the 
reasons  against  granting  the  request  of  the  boys. 
With  reference  to  the  objection  that  ball  playing  is 
dangerous,  there  were  dangers  m  other  games,  but 
not  to  cause  injuries  which  may  not  be  overcome. 
He  believed  it  to  be  better,  and  he  urged  it  upon 
school  teachers,  that  he  would  prefer  to  have  his 
children  come  out  of  school  with  a  good  constitution 
than  to  have  their  brains  crammed  with  debilitated 
bodies.  If  driven  to  the  country,  he  believed  there 
would  be  a  thousand  snares  for  them  to  which  they 
were  not  now  subject.  As  had  already  been  said, 
the  boys  who  engage  in  base-ball  playing.do  not  go 
from  such  plays  to  saloons,  but  to  a  place  of  rest,  as 
a  man  would  to  sleep  after  a  hard  day's  work. 

Benjamin  F.  Guild,  as  a  Boston  boy,  said  that  in 
his  day  the  boys  were  kings  on  the  Common.  The 
game  of  base  ball  he  believed  to  be  peculiarly  adapt- 
ed to  the  American  character,  in  the  discipline  of  the 
eye,  nerve,  courage,  etc.  As  one  who  took  part  in 
introducing  the  game  to  this  city,  he  believed  it  to 
be  a  game  to  be  encouraged.  It  was  true  there  was 
danger  in  the  game,  as  there  was  in  all  games. 

Joshua  Bates,  as  a  teacher  for  thirty  years  said  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  seeing  boys  at  play  on  the 
Common,  and  by  way  of  physical  exercise,  should  a 
petition  be  circulated  for  thij  object,  he  did  not  doubt 
that  it  would  be  universally  signed  by  the  teachers. 
As  there  was  no  other  place  which  can  be  used  for 
the  purpose,  he  hoped  the  request  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  Hayden  urged  the  claims  of  boys  in  stores  as 
well  as  the  boys  in  school  who  needed  this  additional 
play  ground. 

W.L.P.  Boardman  said  it  was  conceded  that  without 
physical  exercise  boys  could  not  grow  up  to  be  strong 
men.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  ground  which 
would  be  occupied  as  a  play  ground,  there  w»uld  not 
be  one  hundred  dwellings  incommoded  by  the  playing. 
The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  A'as 
cited  to  show  how  many  scholars  in  certain  schools 
could  obtain  the  use  of  no  other  ground  than  the 
Common  as  a  play  ground.  Madison  square,  he  con- 
tended, was  unfitted  as  a  play  ground  by  reason  of 
its  .«ize  and  the  distance  from  central  portions  of  the 
city,  and  it  was  only  largo  enough  for  the  use  of  the 
scholars  of  the  school  fronting  upon  the  square. 

The  hearing  for  the  petitioners  was  here  closed. 


Alderman  Clark  presented  remonstrances  from 
Rev.  Rufus  Ellis,  George  T.  Bigeiow  and  others. 

Turner  Sargent  oftered  remonstrances  from  John 
A.  Lowell  and  others,  and  from  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dale 
and  many  other  ladies  residing  on  Park,  Beacon, 
Arlington  and  other  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Common,  on  the  ground  of  the  danger  which  would 
result  to  themselves  and  yjung  children  from  allowing 
the  use  of  the  entire  parade  ground  for  base-ball 
playing. 

'i'unicr  Sargent,  as  a  remonstrant,  said  what  he  had 
to  say  would  be  a  matter  of  common  sense  and  not  of 
poetry,  and  in  opposing  the  granting  of  the  petition, 
he  did  so  because  it  would  be  dangerous  to  women 
and  children,  there  being  seven  paths  across  the 
space  proposed  to  be  used,  and  two  malls  which  ad- 
joined it.  It  was  not  their  fault  that  they  were 
obliged  to  be  present  to  oppose  the  petition,  and  he 
urged  that  the  Common  was  an  objectionable  place 
for  base-ball  playing  on  account  of  the  large  amount 
of  travel  across  it,  there  being  a  city  beyond.  It 
was  simply  a  case  requiring  the  ball  players  to  move 
on,  by  the  growth  of  the  city.  In  his  younger  days 
he  played  on  Fort  Hill,  andinWinthrop  place,  and  was 
driven  to  Charles  street.  The  march  of  improvement 
requires  pushing  on  further.  The  boys  were  old 
fogies  in  resisting  progress.  Before  coming  here  he 
purchased  one  of  the  balls  which  were  used,  which 
was  called  a  dead  ball.  To  show  it  was  the  best  ar- 
gument which  he  could  use. 

J.  Tisdale  Bradlee  said  he  did  not  appear  here  to 
oppose  ball  playing  and  exercise  in  the  open  air,  but 
there  was  a  proper  time  and  places  for  such  plays. 
He  agreed  that  the  Common  was  for  the  use  of  all 
the  people,  and  for  that  reason  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  Common  should  be  granted  to  the  use  of  a 
few,  to  the  detriment  of  the  health  and  of  the  lives  of 
others.  At  the  hearing  before  the  committee  it  was 
contended  that  the  boys  had  a  right  to  the  Common 
for  a  playground,  and  that  all  the  restrictions  were 
usurpations.  This  he  denied,  and  was  prepared  to 
prove  that  there  was  no  such  right  belonging  to  boys. 

Mr.  Bradlee  cited  from  Dr.  ShurtlefE's  "History  of 
Bostou"to  show  that  the  Common  was  purchased  not 
for  a  playground  but  for  other  purposes.  In  1084  a 
portion  was  set  apart  for  a  training  field,  and  when 
the  pasturage  of  cows  became  greater  than  could  be 
allowed,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  make  re- 
strictions, and  the  Common  ceased  to  be  a  grazing 
field  in  18il0,  because  of  the  danger  through  accidents. 
Then  it  was  that  the  rights  of  foot  passengers  were 
recognized.  Little  children,  he  contended,  had  rights 
as  well  as  large  ones,  and  while  grown  people  could 
take  care  of  themselves,  little  children  cannot  do  so. 
The  Common  was  not  for  the  use  either  of  rich  peo- 
ple as  had  been  said,  residing  in  the  vicinity,  but  for 
the  poorer  classes,  from  the  North  End  and  from 
other  sections,  whose  places  for  recreation  had  been 
taken  from  them. 

From  the  history  of  the  Common ,  he  contended 
there  was  no  special  right  in  any  one  to  its  use,  but  a 
permissive  right  only.  There  was  no  objection  to  the 
game  of  ball  which  was  played  when  he  was  young, 
when  the  bull  used- was  a  soft  one,  but  the  one  now- 
used  and  which  was  exhibited  is  more  like  a  grape 
shot,  or  a  paving  stone.  In  the  objections  made  by 
him,  it  was  to  secure  the  comfort  and  safety  of  those 
who  had  occasion  to  cross  or  frequent  the  Common. 
The  little  girl  spoken  of  who  was  injured  was  his 
child,  a.'d  it  was'true  that  it  did  not  hurt  her  much, 
because  it  was  a  spent  ball.  But  there  were  cases  of 
a  more  serious  character,  in  which  persons  were 
helped  to  the  drinking  fountains  for  a  restoration  to 
consciousness  and  to  physicians  for  treatment. 

There  was  a  case  of  a  man  in  the  employment  of 
the  city  who  was  so  injured  that  he  had  never  been 
able  since  to  do  a  day's  work.  There  was  another 
case  also,  in  which  a  citizen  was  injured,  went 
abroad,  was  subjected  to  an  operation  for  his  injur- 
ies and  died.  Although  it  might  not  be  positively 
certain  that  his  death  was  the  result  of  his  injuries, 
there  was  strong  evidence  to  show  that  it  was.  There 
were  many  other  cases  of  injury  from  base-ball  play- 
ing, but  a  multitude  of  cases  were  not  necessary  to 
show  that  it  was  a  game  which  was  dangerous.  Par- 
ties were  not  only  injured  on  the  field  but  on  the 
malls,  and  it  was  but  a  right  to  ask  for  protection 
against  such  dangers. 

S.  H.  Russell  said  he  did  not  occupy  the  ungener- 
ous position  which  had  been  attributed  to  remon- 
strants, of  opposing  the  playing  of  boys  on  the  Com- 
mon, for  no  one  would  do  that;  but  it  was  an  opposi- 
tion to  games  of-  violence,  and  not  a  day  passes  in 
which  some  person  was  not  endangered  by  being  hit 
by  one  of  these  hard  balls.  He  was  himself  struck 
by  a  wooden  ball  and  was  lame  in  consequence  for 
several  weeks.  In  referring  to  the  growth  of  the 
city,  and  to  the  population  beyond  the  Common,  he 
said  that  from  eight  thousand  to  ten  thousand  persons 
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cross  the  Common  every  day  twice,  and  these  per- 
sons were  to  be  put  to  inconvenience  and  subject  ro 
danger  for  the  benefit  of  one  hundred  or  two  liundred 
persons  at  a  time  in  playing  ball  with  two  or  three 
times  their  number  looking  on. 

John  Chandler  satd  he  had  l)ut  little  to  add  to  what 
had  been  to  well  said,  but  he  could  attest  to  the  great 
danger  to  which  bystanders  were  subject,  while  he 
had  never  seen  any  one  greatly  injured.  It  had  been 
objected  that  the  remonstrants  were  rich  men  and 
aristocrats,  but  he  was  not  of  that  class.  As  a  resi- 
dent and  taxpayer  of  the  city  for  forty  years,  and 
having  the  good  and  well  being  of  the  city  as  much 
at  lieart  as  any  one,  in  common  vi'ith  others  he  re- 
joiced when  the  unsightly  place  on  the  Parade  Ground 
was  grassed  down.  It  was  made  an  objection  that 
the  boys  were  allowed  no  place  on  the  Common, while 
the  large  space  already  allowed  was  ignored.  Others 
had  rights  as  well  as  base-ball  players ;  children  and 
women  had  such  rights. 

Mr.  Chandler  urged  further  objections  to  the  grant- 
ing of  the  petition,  and  in  regard  to  ball  playing  de- 
nied that  this  was  such  a  healthy  game  *as  was 
claimed  for  it.  When  it  was  claimed  that  the  health 
of  boys  and  young  men  had  deteriorated  in  conse- 
quence of  loss  of  play  ground,  he  supposed  it  would 
not  be  claimed  that  the  change  began  with  the  re- 
strictions put  upon  the  Parade  Ground  in  1869.  As  an 
illustration  of  what  was  generally  believed  to  be 
characteristic  of  the  game, he  said  lie  had  seen  it  stated 
in  connection  with  the  opening  of  tiie  ball  playing 
season  that  there  was  a  demand  for  liniment  and 
surgeons. 

.  Charles  S.  Faulkner  remonstrated  against  granting 
further  space  for  base-ball  playing,  for  should  more 
tp.iLc  be  .,  .>  v\\.u,  it  will  be  iu!ces.-..;y  tcj  'jlose  up  cer- 
tain well-traveiiod.  paths.  Various  reasons  were 
urged  by  him  against  granting  the  petition,  and  he 
cited  the  case  of  the  late  Samuel  Frothingham  as  the 
person  injured  by  a  base  ball,  and  lie  never  had  a 
well  day  afterwards. 

The  hearing  was  now  declared  to  be  closed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  recommit,  with  in- 
stiuctious  to  the  committee  to  report  back  to  the 
Board. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  recommitting  the  sub- 
ject, anr*  he  hoped  the  prayer  of  the  petition  would 
be  granted.  The  argument  which  had  been  made  in 
opposition  was  not  sufficient  to  convince  him  that  it 
should  not  be  granted.  He  was  familiar  with  base- 
ball playing  and  knew  that,  although  dangerous,  it 
wf.  8  conducive  to  health.  If  objected  to  because  it 
was  dangerous,  objections  could  be  made  to  every 
other  form  of  physical  exercise,  as  in  gunning,  fish- 
ing, boating,  etc.  Because  there  was  danger  in  these 
methods  of  exercise  no  one  would  contend  that  they 
should  be  given  up  in  consequence. 

Alderman  Clark  raised  the  question  of  order,  that 
the  question  was  on  recommitment. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  giving  reasons  against 
recommitment.  He  had  some  knowledge  of  the 
game,  and  had  been  engaged  in  games  all  over  the 
Common,  and  much  of  the  strength  and  muscle 
which  he  had  was  due  to  such  games.  Once  the 
whole  Common  was  a  playground,  and  players  had 
been  driven  back  to  six  of  the  forty-eight  acres  and 
confined  to  half  of  that.  He  did  not  think  that  it 
was  a  hardship  for  ladies  and  children  to  give  way  in 
yielding  up  so  small  a  portion  of  the  Common  to  ball 
playing. 

Alderman  Quincy  hoped  the  report  would  be  al- 
lowed to  take  its  usual  course,  and  not  be  settled 
now.  He  wished  time  to  consider  the  various  argu 
ments  which  had  been  made  on  both  sides.  Most  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  had  heard  them  for  the 
the  first  time,  and  wished  time  to  consider  and  weigh 
them.  When  called  upon  to  act,  they  should  have 
time  to  prepare  themselves. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  supposed  all  the  members 
of  the  Board  had  made  up  their  minds  on  the  subject, 
but  if  not  he  would  not  oppose  a  reference. 

Alderman  Gibson  raised  the  question  whether  it 
was  not  possible  to  enlarge  the  playground  without 
inconvenience  to  the  citizens  who  cross  the  Common. 
He  confessed  he  would  not  be  willmg  to  be  hit  by  the 
ball  which  has  been  exhibited  here. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 

REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  following 
nominations  for  patrol  police  officers,  be  approved, 
and  confirmed,  namely:  W.  A.  Witham,  Charles  F. 
McDonald,  Edward  McHugh,  Luther  Corbin,  Mat- 
thew S.  Jordan,  William  O.  kipley,  Thomas  Paterson, 
C.  J.  Oldham,  A.  G.  Scaile. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  no  action  necessary   on    the   petition  of  Jo- 


seph B.  Cassidy  to  be  compensated  for  loss  and  dam- 
age sustained  by  inability  to  enter  the  sewer  in  Tre- 
mout  street  from  his  premises  on  Station  street;  and 
reference  to  Committee  on  Paving  on  petition  of 
Ralph  Haskins's  executors,  that  their  right  of  drain- 
age through  Blue-Hill  avenue  be  restored.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  H. 
Blunt  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at 
71.5  Tremont  street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li 
censes,  reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows: 
Frederic  Grant,  to  give  a  public  lecture  at  Sumner 
Hall  May  8;  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  to 
hold  a  fair  at  Music  Hall  until  May  21;  Charles 
Erskine,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  in  Bumstead  Hall;  J. 
E.  Eaton,  to  give  a  dramatic  entertainment  at  Wash- 
ington Hall.  Also,  for  renewal  of  billiard  licenses,- 
for  wagon  licenses,  to  some  forty  persons  as  victual- 
lers and  innholders.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  coriimitteee  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  for  licenses  as 
victuallers,  as  follows:  John  Flemming,  1013  Tre- 
mont street;  William  B.  Ford,  186,  188  Friend  street; 
John  Morton,  178  Fourth  street;  James  Glacy,  34 
Cross  street;  John  W.  Hutch,  11.5  Broadway;  N.  F. 
Yeaton,  131,  133  Court  street;  Thomas  Skelly,  155 
Shawmut  avenue;  Hugh  McGonagle,  193  North 
street;  Fred  Paradise,  14ai,  1423  Washington  street; 
John  J.  Coffey.  102  Leverett  street;  N.  J.  Kane,  8 
Merrimac  and  HI  Friend  street;  John  T.  French, 
187  I>rorth  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  w^hom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Morton 
&  Chesley  for  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  lands  purchased  of  the  city  on  EastDedham  street, 
made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  a  lot  of 
land  on  East  Dedham  street,  as  sold  by  the  city  May 
1,  1871,  to  Morton  &  Chesley,  be  extended  to  May  1, 
1874,  upon  condition  that  they  pay  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  ,$200  within  ten 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  petitions  for  stables,  as  follows: 
Eliza  J.  Ellingwood,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Codman  park,  near  Townsend  street; 
J.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses  on  Highland-park  avenue;  Albe  C. 
Clark,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on 
Mill  street,  Harrison  Square;  Aaron  J.  Dean,  to  oc- 
cupy a  wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Westmins- 
ter avenue,  between  W^alnut  and  Shawmut  avenues; 
S.  Robbins,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  twenty- 
e'ght  horses  on  Tileston  wharf.  Broad  street;  John 
L.  Bird,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on 
Sumner  street,  Ward  16;  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  fifty  horses 
on  Guild  estate.  Highlands,  on  the  usual  conditions, 
with  the  understanding  that  said  building  shall  not 
be  used  for  stable  purposes  after  Nov.  .30,1873;  Mi- 
chael Murphy,  to  occupy  a  brick  or  stone  stable  for 
forty  horses  on  Athens  street,  between  A  and  B 
streets.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  for  stables,  as  follows:  Joseph  Hill,  to  oc- 
cupy a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Bennington 
street,  rear  180;  Henry  Jungleing,  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  Tremont  street,"  corner  of 
Gurney  street;  Lorenzo  Volente.  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  rear  of  .52  Barton  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderm.in  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  petitions  of 
Faxon  &  Elms,  for  increase  of  damages  allowed  for 
land  taken  on  High  street;  Josiah  Bardwell,  for  in- 
crease of  compensation  for  land  taken  to  widen  Otis 
street;  Potter,  White  &  Bayley,  to  be  paid  for  exten- 
sion of  Franklin  street,  through  their  leasehold  es- 
tate, Nos.  47  and  49  Pearl  street;  Lucy  M.  Farring- 
ton,  for  apportionment  of  assessment  for  extension 
of  Harrison  avenue,  the  time  having  passed  in  which 
the  betterments  assessed  for  extension  of  Harrison 
avenue  may  be  apportioned.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed that  in  their  opinion,  after  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  subject,  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  petitioners,  A.  L.  White  &  Co.,  and  others,  that 
the  opening  of  Washington  street  to  Haymarket 
square  be  postponed  one  year:  and  no  action  neces- 
sary on  the  remonstrance  of  Cyrus  Wakefield  and 
others,  against  the  postponement  of  time  for  opening 
said  extension  of  Washington  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
rej)orted  amendments  to  the  police  regulations,  as 
follows: 
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Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  tor  the 
government,  disposition  and  management  of  ttie 
Boston  P'-lice  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  amended, 
as  follows: 

In  section  4,  strike  out  the  words  "once  a  week,  or 
ofteuer,"  :ind  insert  in  place  thereof  the  words  "as 
often  as  practicable." 

In  stction  es,  dcflning  the  duties  of  lieutenants, 
strilic  out  the  words  "they  s-hill  rank  first  and 
second,  as  named  in  their  appointment." 

Strike  out  section  58,  defining  the  duties  of  ser- 
geants, and  insert  in  place  the .eof  the  following: 
"Section  03— They  shall,  under  the  orders  of  the 
chief,  the  deputy  or  the  captain  of  the  station  to 
which  they  are  detailed,  perform  such  duties,  and  at 
such  hours  of  the  day  or  night,  as  may  be  desig- 
nated." 

.  In  section  71  strike  out   all    after    the    word    "re- 
ceived," in  the  fifteenth  line. 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Police  be  authorized  to  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  the  police  uni- 
forms as  they  may  deem  proper  and  necessary. 

Alderman  Gibson  explained  as  the  first  amend- 
ment to  relieve  the  Chief  of  Police  from  the  duty  of 
visiting  all  the  station  houses  once  a  week,  which 
was  not  now  practicable,  and  explained  the  second 
amendment. 

Alderman  Quincy  asked  for  further  information, 
and  that  the  subject  be  laid  over  for  further  consid- 
eration. 

The  subject  was  laid  over. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  J.Iighland 
Street  Railway  Company  for  an  extension  of  location 
in  Dudley  street,  reported  the  accompanying  order  of 
location. 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore  grant- 
ed to  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  lay 
down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  said  company  .shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  double  track  on  Dudley  street,  from  the  tracks 
of  siid  company  as  now  laid  near  Warren  street  to 
ttie  westerly  line  of  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  the  tracks,  the  precise  location  of  the 
same,  the  for.n  of  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind  and 
quality  of  pavement  used  in  paving  said  tracks,  shall 
be  under  the  direction,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them. 

Also  upon  the  condition  that  the  Highland  Street 
Railway  Company  .shall  accept  this  location,  and 
agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  there- 
in contained,  and  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of 
its  passage:  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  of  location 
was  adopted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
made  a  report,  recommending  that  the  petition  of 
Aratus  E.  Pratt  be  granted,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
in  Roxbury.     Accepted. 

ORDERS    PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  to  Cook  & 
Handy  to  sprinkle  Dudley  street,  between  Putnam 
and  Centre  streets,  with  salt  water,  upon  the  usual 
conditions. 

Ordered  that  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer 
in  Eighth  street,  between  Old  Harbor  and  G  streets, 
and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof  to 
this  Board,  pursuant  to  law. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  A.  Thouip- 
son  the  sum  of  $800,  in  full  compensation  for  all  dam- 
ages caused  to  his  estate  No.  174  Chambers  street,  by 
the  raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  Sept.  17,  1872,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Annie  E.  Bryant 
the  sum  of  .$800,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  her  estate.  No.  17(i  Chambers  street,  by  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  as  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Sept.  17,  1872,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Edward  Moore  the 
.  sum  of  $.500,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  his  estate  No.  170  Fourth  street,  by  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  by  order  of  the 
IJoard  of  Aldermen,  Oct.  1,  1872,  upon  the  usual  con- 
ditions; to  be  charged[to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
Union  Freight  Railroad  Company  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  Board,  the  public  safety  and  convenience 
i-eqnire  that  Causeway  street,  between  Leverett  street 


and  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  should  be  paved 
with  !-mall  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  with  small  granite  blocks  the  space 
on  said  street  occupied  by  its  tracks;  said  work  to  be" 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  that  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Board  the  public  safety  and  convenience  re- 
quire tliat  Canseway  street,  between  Leverett  street 
and  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  should  be  paved 
with  small  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  with  small  granite  blocks  the  space 
in  said  Causeway  street  occupied  by  its  tracks:  said 
work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  herebj^  is  given  to  the 
Cambridge  Railroad  Company,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Board,  the  public  safety  and  convenience  re- 
quire t.liat  Causeway  street,  between  Lowell  street 
and  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  should  be  paved 
with  small  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company 
be  direcfted  to  pave  with  small  granite  blocks  the 
space  on  said  Causeway  street  occupied  by  its  tracks; 
said  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superi-ntendent  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
Albany-street  Freight  Railway  Company,  to  restrict 
the  use  of  steam  as  a  motive  power  on  its  road  to  the 
hours  between  six  o'clock  at  night  and  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
Union  Freight  Railroad  Company  to  restrict  the  use 
of  steam  as  a  motive  power  on  its  road  to  the  hours 
bet.veen  six  o'clock  at  night  and  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

Alderman  Power  asked  fora  suspansion  of  the  rules 
for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  the  order  would  not  be 
passed  now,  for  this  road  had  but  just  got  into  opera- 
tion, and  he  wished  time  to  look  into  the  matter. 

Alderman  Power  stated  that  the  use  of  steajii  was 
allowed  this  corporation  in  consequence  of  the  Are, 
to  enable  them  to  carry  off  the  waste  material,  and 
it  was  not  contemplated  to  permit  the  use  of  steam- 
power  during  the  day  in  their  regular  business. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  it  would  be  best  to 
allow  the  use  of  steam  all  the  time,  and  cited  cases  in 
New  York,  Baltimore,  and  all  through  New  -Jersey, 
in  which  steam  was  used  in  the  streets  of  cities.  The 
former  experiment  of  requiring  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  Company  to  draw  their  cars  across  the 
streets  by  horses  was  given  up  because  it  was  better 
for  the  public  to  use  steam  in  facilitatine  the  work. 

Alderman  Hulbert  claimed  that  it  would  be  better 
for  the  public  to  hold  this  corporation  to  its  original 
contract. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  believed  the  time  would 
come  when  engines  would  be  used,  which  would  not 
be  objectionable,  and  all  street  cars  would  be  drawn 
by  them. 

Alderman  Emery  opposed  runnins'  beyond  Atlantic 
avenue  by  steam  as  unsafe. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  had  understood  the 
corporation  had  an  engine  made  on  purpose  to  run  in 
the  streets. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  when  the  proper  time 
came  for  the  use  of  such  engines  in  the  streets  at  all 
times,  it  would  be  well  enough  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject, but  this  was  simply  to  require  the  company  to 
comply  with  their  original  grant,  beyond  which 
they  were  allowed  to  go  only  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  G.  Russell. 
William  S.  Dexter  and  Daniel  S.  Richardson,  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  to 
adjudicate  tYe  damages  sustained  by  the  Model 
Lodging  House  Association  and  others,  appellants  to 
said  court,  by  reason  of  the  action  of  the  city  in  tak- 
ing their  property  on  the  Suffolk-street  district,  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  in  full  for  their  ser- 
.  vices;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Suffolk-street  Improvement. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  the  order  was  in 
accordance  with  the  decree  of  the  court. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  O.  Currier, 
or  his  assigns,  the  sum  of  f  ;3i50,  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue,  by  resolve  and  order  passed  by  the  Street 
Commissioners,  Sept.  17,  1872.  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions; said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Suffolk-street  District. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  up  a  motion  of  which  he 
gave  notice  after  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  an  order  was  passed  on 
the  28th  ult.  to  close  up  a  portion  of  School  street. 

After  the  motion  was  made,  he  said,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  do  the  work  in  removing  the  stage  on  the 
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new  building  in  the  night,  and  it  was  so  done.  He 
moved,  therefore,  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order,  which  was  earned. 

CLOCK   ON   THE   .JAIL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield,  the  order  to  re- 
move the  clock  tower  from  the  County  Jail,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $500,  was  taken  from  the  table,  when 
he  moved  to  substitute  the  following  order: 

Ordered,'  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  repair  the  cloclc 
tower  upon  the  County  Jail,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding ,$2,500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  County  of  Sulfolk,  which  sum,  together  with 
amounts  previously  expended  on  said  jaif  during  the 
muncipal  year,  docs  not  exceed  |..5(l00. 

Alderman  Sayward  objected  to  the  substitute,  on 
account  of  the  expense  as  well  as  the  difficuty  of 
making  the  rower  strong  enough  for  the  clock. 

Alderman  Gaffield  did  not  doubt  the  Alderman  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
would  make  the  repairs  at  less  expense  if  possible. 
The  citizens  of  that  section  of  the  city  did  not  wish 
to  part  with  the  clock 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  hoped  a  better  tower 
would  be  provided  if  the  present  one  was  poor,  and  if 
necessary  a  lire-proof  one.  He  was  surprised  that 
Sheriff  Clark  should  have  advised  the  removal  of  the 
clock,  and  would  as  soon  have  removed  the  clocli 
fram  the  Old  South  as  from  the  jail.  The  clock  was 
a  great  advantage  to  the  people  of  that  part  of  the 
c.ity,  and  to  thousands  of  persgns  coming  over  the 
Cambridge  bridges. 

Alderman  Power  advocated  the  adoption  of  the 
substitute,  and  considered  the  tower  to  be  a  great 
o.nanient  to  the  jail.  As  the  onlv  cheerful  thing 
about  the  building,  he  hoped  the  clock  would  not 
be  removed. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  that  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  they  would  provide  clocks  for  the  people 
of  Cambridge,  and  as  to  the  cheerfulness  of  the 
clock,  it  could  not  be  any  advantage  to  the  inmates 
of  the  jail. 

Alderman  Gibson  also  advocated  the  substitute, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

ADDITIONAL   MARKET   FACILITIES. 

Alderman  Gibson  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be  au- 
thorized to  hire  a  portion  of  the  Mercantile  wharf 
property  for  market  purposes,  from  May  1,  1873,  to 
Slay  1,  1874,  at  an  expense  not  exceedining  $2500;  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Markets. 

Alderman  Biown  stated,  in  support  of  the  or- 
der, that  he  was  on  a  sub-committee  to  provide  relief 
for  the  crowded  condition  of  the  streets  around  the 
market,  and  it  was  found  that  about  an  acre  and  a 
half  of  land  belonging  to  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Cor- 
poration could  be  had  for  the  purpose  at  the  small 
sum  named.  It  was  believed  that  it  would  afford  the 
accommodations  required,  and  it  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  marketinen  as  well  as  relieve  the  streets  and 
prevent  obstructions  to  the  business  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  market. 

Alderman  Clark  objected  to  hiring  any  land  or  pay- 
ing any  money  to  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Company,  so 


long  as  that  corporation  refuses  to  pay  betterments 
on  account  of  the  extension  of  Atlantic  avenue.  The 
city  had  filled  the  land  for  them,  and  their  refusal  to 
pay  betterments  stood  in  the  way  of  the  city's  re- 
ceiving betterments  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  from 
Messrs.  (iuincy  and  Martin  Brimmer. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  understood  as  the  cause 
of  the  difficulty  that  the  corporation  had  been  unable 
to  see  their  way  out  of  a  dispute  in  the  settlement  of 
aline  in  the  boundary  of  their  property,  but  they 
thought  they  should  be  able  to  in  a  short  time. 

Alderman  Clark  contended  that  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  pay  money  to  that  corporation  when  they 
paid  for  what  the  city  had  done  for  them.  Their 
ground  of  objection  was  that  their  property  was  not 
bettered,  and  they  stood  in  the  way  of  others  who 
were  willing  to  pay  betterments. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  that  this  was  the  only  spot 
to  be  had  by  which  relief  could  be  given  to  the  busi- 
ness men  around  the  market,  who  complained  that 
they  could  not  do  business  on  account  of  the  crowd- 
ing of  the  streets  with  market  wagons.  The  use  of 
it  would  not  cost  the  city  a  dollar. 

Alderman  Clark  referred  to  other  land  in  the  vi- 
cinity which  could  be  had  and  fu''ther  denounced  the 
Mercantile  M'harf  Corporation  for  its  course  in  resist- 
ing payment  of  betterments. 

Alderman  Brown  did  not  doubt  that  the  corpora- 
tion would  pay  the  betterments  when  they  found  that 
they  were  obliged  to.  They  were  now  required  to 
pay  an  increased  tax  upon  the  valuation  of  their  prop- 
erty, and  the  use  of  the  land  which  was  offered  to  the 
city  was  not  one-third  of  its  value. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  it  would  be  a  good  trad 
for  the  city,  and  the  land    should    be    secured,  when 
parties  could  remain  there  as  long  as    they  wish    and 
people  could  go  there  and  purchase,  marketing  all  day 
with  no  objection  by  the  regular  msrketmen. 

Alderman  Power  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
designed  to  erect  a  market  house  on  this  land,  and  if 
so,  how  much  was  to  be  expended. 

Alderman  Brown  replied  that  nothing  had  been 
determined  in  relation  to  the  matter,  but  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Market  was  of  the  opinion  that  six 
or  eight  shanties  could  be  put  up,  at  an  expense  of 
$500  each,  which  would  be  all  that  was  required,  and 
the  rent  of  them  would  soon  pay  the  cost. 

The  order  was  laid  over. 

A  large  number  of  orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  to 
widen  streets  in  the  burnt  district  were  severally 
read  once. 

ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Sixth 
street,  between  H  and  I  streets.  Hearing  Monday 
next.  May  12,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  East 
street.  Ward  10.  Hearing  Monday  next,  May  12,  4 
P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer.in  Foun- 
tain street.     Hearing  Monday  next.  May  12,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Times  Publishing  Company, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
in  the  basement  of  No.  27  Province  street.  Hearing 
Monday,  May  26,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 


COMMON       OOONOIL. 


192 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    b,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  ol'  the  Coniinou  Coun- 
cil was  held  thl.s  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  president,  in  the  chair. 

The  roll  was  called,  when  a  quorum  appeared  to 
be  present,  as  ^ollows: 

Abbott,  Bicknell,  Blackmar,  Boardniau,  Brackett, 
Brenuau,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Darrow, 
Dean,  Denny,  Flatlcy,  Flynn,  Harriugfon,  Hine, 
Holmes, -Tones,  Loring,  Madden,  Malian,  Marstou,  Mar- 
tin, MeCne,  McKenney,  Morse,  Page,  Pease,  Pickering, 
Powers,  Prescott,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Tower,  Train, 
Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  West,  Weston,  Whiston. 
Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward. 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   BOARD   OF    AI>DERMEN. 

The  quarterly  reports  of  the  City  Registrar,  City 
Clerk,  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  were  severally  or- 
dered to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  petitions  of  Mrs.  M.  A,  French,  Vance  &  Co., 
Beacon  Base-Ball  Club,  and  of  Rev.  C.  A.  Bartol  and 
others,  and  the  remonstrances  of  John  A.  Lowell  and 
others,  Mrs.  E.  Dale  and  others,  and  of  Rufus  Ellis 
and  others,  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  reference  to  the  "Committee  on  Health  of  a 
communication  from  tlie  Board  of  Health,  recom- 
mending the  early  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  erection 
of  a  hospital  for  persons  having  diseases  dangerous 
to  public  health,  was  concurred  in. 

The  order  to  pay  William  J.  Russell,  William  S. 
Dexter  and  Daniel  S.  Richardson  ,f4000,  in  full  for 
their  services  as  commissioners  to  adjudicate  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  Model  Lodging  House 
Association  and  others,  appellants,  by  reason  of  the 
action  of  the  city  in  taking  their  property  on  Suffolk- 
street  district,  was  considered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  wished  to  know  something  of 
this  order,  and  whether  it  came  from  any  committee. 

Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9  stated  that  commissioners 
were  appomted  by  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  settle- 
ment of  damages  with  parties  on  the  Suft'olk-street 
district;  those  commissioners  had  rendei-ed  their  re- 
port, and  the  court  had  decreed  that  the  compensa- 
tion named  should  be  paid  to  them. 

The  order  was  passed. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  widening  Congress  street 
between  Water  aud  State  streets,  at  an  adjudged  ex- 
pense of  $484,b26  (Printed  City  Doc,  No.  63,  1873), 
were  read  once. 

The  following  orderswere  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Order  to  pay  George  O.  Currier  $350,  for  certain 
land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  widening 
Shawmut  avenue. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  for  build- 
ing on  a  lot  of  land  on  East  Dedham  street,  sold  by 
the  city  to  Morton  &  Chesley,  May  1,  1871. 

The  non-concurrence  in  amendment  to  strike  out 
"or  otherwise"  in  order  for  sale  of  the  building  on 
engine-house  lot,  corner  of  Warren  and  Quincy 
streets,  coming  up— 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  stated  that  the  amend- 
ment was  made  on  his  motion,  and  as  a  matter  of 
principle  it  should  be  adhered  to.  When  he  made  it, 
he  was  not  aware  that  the  building  was  a  small  mat- 
ter, as  he  was  now  informed.  If  some  one  would  in- 
form him  that  such  was  the  fact,  that  the  matter  was 
of  little  consequence,  he  would  not  object  to  concur- 
ring with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  replied  that  the  sale  of  the 
building  was  a  small  matter,  hardly  enough  to  make 
it  an  object  to  sell  it  at  public  auction. 

The  Council  concurred  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

The  nomination  by  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the 
Fire  Department  of  Henry  W.  Longley  as  Secretary 
of  that  board,  and  the  certificate  of  his  election  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  were  read,  when  the  Council 
proceeded  to  a  ballot,  and  Mr.  Longley  was  elected 
in  concurrence,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  the  number 
being  48. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  S.  B.  Heustis,  police  oflieer,  of 
$6,  for  extra  service. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  Kelley  $150,  for  land  taken 
by.the  extension  of  Harrison  avenue,  November  11, 
1870. 

Order  authorizing  public  bathing  houses  to  be  re- 
paired and  maintained  in    diiierent    sections  of   the 


city,  at  not  exceeding  $15,500;  also  authorizing  the 
employment  of  such  assistance  as  may  be  required 
for  the  care  and  management  thereof,  at  not  exceed- 
ing $18,000. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $20,000  to  be  added 
to  the  amount  already  authorized  for  erection  of 
gTammar  schoolhousc,  Dudley  District. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  plans  and  estimates 
to  be  procured  for  the  erection  of  a  stable  on  city  lot, 
Highland  street,  for  Health  and  Paving  departments. 

PAYMENT    FOR    I.AND    FOK    EXTENSION    OF   COLUMBUS 

AVENUE. 

1'he  order  to  paj'  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Corporation  .if^SSiOOO,  due  as  set  forth  in  the  indent- 
ure between  the  city  of  Boston  and  said  corporation, 
dated  Sept.  30,  1871,  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  wished  for  some  information 
from  some  committee  in  relation  to  the  subject,  for 
there  appeared  to  be  no  report  accompanying,  tjie 
order. 

Mr.  Flynu  of  Ward  7  made  a  statement  of  the  facts 
relating  to  the  indenture  between  the  city  and  t\ie 
Providence  Railroad  Company  relative  to  the  exten- 
sioii  of  Columbus  avenue,  the  indenture  being  made 
Sept.  30,  1871,  for  the  conveyance  of  (i3,000  feet  of 
land  for  $475,000.  Immediately  afterwards  about  21,000 
feet  of  land  was  delivered  and  a  payment  was  made 
of  $150,000,  leaving  $225,000  to  be  paid  when  the  re- 
maining land  was  delivered.  The  corporation  now 
propose  in  accordance  with  the  terras  of  the  indent- 
ure to  deliver  36,500  feet  of  land,  retaining  5600  feet 
on  which  the  head  house  stands  for  one  year,  nine 
months  or  a  year  being  required  to  complete  their 
new  depot,  and  for  which  ,f  100,000  will  remain  un- 
paid. This  delivery  of  land  will  enable  the  city  to 
extend  the  avenue  to  Park  square. 

Mr.  Shaw  wished  to  know  how  the  subject  came 
before  the  committee,  for  he  had  not  seen  any  peti- 
tion or  application  of  this  kind  for  a  change  in  the  in- 
denture. 

Mr.  Flynn  read  the  date  of  the  application  upon 
which  the  report  was  made,  and  stated  further  that 
the  corporation  wished  to  retain  the  house  for  an- 
other year  for  the  use  of  its  otiices. 

Mr.  Shaw  read  the  heading  of  Document  78,  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  to  know  if  that  was  the  indent- 
ure, and  being  assured  that  it  was,  said  he  believed 
that  under  its  conditions,  as  a  legal  proposition,  they 
had  no  right  to  vote  to  pay  this  money.  It  was  a 
solemn  contract  on  both  sides,  to  pay  the  money 
when  all  the  land  was  delivered,  and  this  order  could 
not  be  passed  without  a  change  in  the  contract. 
Property  in  the  neighborhood  had  depreciated  in 
value  on  account  of  the  condition  of  things.  The 
corporation  had  taken  away  a  portion  of  their  depot, 
but  that  which  wonld  remain  would  be  in  the  way  of 
the  extension  of  Eliot  street,  a  part  of  the  design. 
They  had  no  right,  as  he  believed,  to  pay  the  money, 
until  the  terms  of  the  contract  were  completed.  The 
city  should  receive  a  valuable  consideration  for  the 
hinderance  to  the  business  which  will  be  caused  by 
the  delay  of  the  extension  of  Eliot  street. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  0  said  the  question  was  wheth- 
er there  was  or  was  not  an  interference  in  the  limit 
of  time  under  the  conditions  of  the  contract.  If 
there  was  not  they  had  no  claim  to  make  upon  the 
corporation.  So  far  as  related  to  retaining  tne  head 
house  in  its  conneclion  with  the  extension  of  Eliot 
street,  the  subject  had  been  well  considered,  and  it 
was  believed  the  city  would  be  in  nowise  in?ured. 
As  a  consideration  for  the  delay,  the  city  will  not  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  remaining  $100,000  for  a  year, 
which  at  six  per  cent,  would  be  $6000  for  the  use  of 
the  land  not  delivered.  That  w-ould  be  a  fair  com- 
pensation if  there  was  no  immediate  necessity  for  a 
removal  of  the  rest  of  the  building. 

Mr.  Flynn  stated  that  the  company  would  not  be 
obliged  to  make  the  necessary  surrender  until  Sep- 
tember next,  under  the  contract.  The  matter  was 
discussed  very  fully  in  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and 
it  was  believed  to  be  a  reasonable  request,  for  which, 
as  the  company  retains  one-eighth  of  the  land,  we  re- 
tain one-third  of  the  payment  of  the  money  for  six  or 
nine  months. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  stated  the  matter  as  he  under- 
stood it,  and  in  relation  to  the  proposed  measure,  it 
was  an  arrangement  whereby  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract were  modified.  As  to  the  necessity  for  the 
possession  of  the  piece  of  property  retained,  if  it  was 
not  needed  and  the  public  could  atlord  to  wait,  they 
would  be  compensated  for  the  use  of  the  property. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  said  the  matter  had  been 
fairly  stated.  The  city  want  the  land  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Columbus  avenue,  and  that  will  be  delivered 
up  so  that  the  extension  will  be  made.  For  the  land 
retained  the  corporatitm  offered  to  give  the  use  of 
$.50,000,  but  $100,000  was  insisted  upon,  and  that  was 
agreed  to.     We  don't  need  the  land  now,  ■  and   there 
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coiildbe  no  objection  to  an  agreement  to  the  propo- 
sition. Tlie  City  Solicitor  will  see  to  it  that  the  form 
oi  receipt  is  snftieiently  secure. 

Mr.  Shaw  wished  to  know  of  Mr.  Flynn  if  he  said 
i  he  Street  Commissioners  approved  of  the  measure, 
to  which  he  replied  that  he  did  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  knew  that  they  did  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  stated  that  the  fairness  of  the  arrange- 
ment was  more  plausible  than  real.  Not  only  the 
extension  of  Columbus  avenue  was  required,  but  the 
laying  of  sewers,  grading  of  the  streets,  and  the  lay- 
ing of  edgestones  was  to  be  done.  If  Eliot  street 
was  to  be  extended,  it  was  a  part  and  parcel  of  the 
whole  arrangement,  and  any  delay  in  the  work  will 
be  an  injury  to  the  city.  A  delay  of  a  year  from  next 
September,'  will  put  oif  the  finishing  of  the  work  two 
years,  for  nothing  would  be  done  so  late  in  the 
season. 

Mr.  Flynn  replied  that  the  extension  was  but  for 
one  year  from  the  1st  of  May. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  statement, 
yet  he  had  gone  into  a  calculation  which  shows  that 
the  expense  from  delay  w-ould  far  exceed  the  ,f 6000 
which  was  stated  as  compensation  for  the  use  of  the 
money. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  said  there  were  many  mem- 
bers who,  like  himself,  did  not  understand  the  sub- 
ject properly,  and  he  would  move  to  have  the  order 
laid  on  the  table,  which  was  carried. 

FOURTH  OP  .TULY    EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  to  take  up  the  special 
assignment,  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  make  arrangements,  at  not  exceeding 
.$15,000,  for  the  celebration  of  Fourth  of  July,  1873. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
that  no  portion  of  said  sum  shall  be  expended  for 
fireworks. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  16  wished  to  know  for 
what  purpose  the  $1.5,000  was  to  be  expended,  if  fire- 
works were  not  included,  for  they  had  already 
stricken  out  the  goose  race, which  he  did  not  suppose 
cost  a  great  sum.  He  could  not  see  how  the  expend- 
iture of  SI 5,000  could  be  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  replied  that  the  expenditure  last  year 
amounted  to  $21,000,  and  this  order  reduces  it  |tj,o00: 
he  thought  $15,000  would  therefore  be  well  spent 
without  expenditures  for  fireworks. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  suggested  striking  out  an  ex- 
penditure for  a  sailing  regatta,  which  he  believed  was 
a  needless  expense. 

Mr.  Pickering  inquired  the  cost  of  the  fireworks 
last  year. 

Mr.  Flvnn  replied  that  it  was  $3000. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  it  was  $2800.  with  $200  for  refresh- 
ments. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  19  to 
24,  when  the  order  was  passed. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  committee  as  follows: 

Ward  3.  Wells:  1,  Weston:  2.  Uacey;  4.  Flatley:  2, 
Shaw;  (i,  Perkins;  7.  Flvnn:  8,  Harrington;  9,  Wil- 
bur; 10,  Mar.ston;  11,  Barnes;  12,  Deari;  13,  Morse; 
14.  Jones;  15,  Thacher;  16,  Upham. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  was  added  to  the  committee. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Torreys  &  Company,  for  leave  to  build  a  shed  exceed- 
ing the  legal  dimcnsious  at  their  marble  yard  on  Med- 
ford  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on"  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

M.  M.  Ballon,  for  revoking  of  conditions  on  sale  of 
land  by  the  city  to  Paul  D.  Wallis  on  Washington 
street,  near  Chester  square.  May  2,  1856.  so  that  it 
may  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  that  of  his 
neighbors. 

Martin  Hayes,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  land  on  .\lbany  street,  purchased  of  the  city 
in  June,  1871. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

COMMUNICATION   PROM   SUPERINTENDENT     OF     PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  presented  the  following 
communication: 

I  would  res|)ectfully  submit  to  the  City  Council 
that  the  music  stands  constructed  for  public  use  and 
under  my  charge,  have  become  so  dilapidated  from 
their  long  usage  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  further 
services,  and  that  others  should  be  con^trurted  to 
take  their  places.  I  would  recommend  that  seven 
be  constructed  and  made  in  su«'h  a  manner  that  they 
can  be  put  up  and  taken  down  without  injury.  For 
doing  this  work.  I  have  received  estimates,  and  find 
.  that  an  expenditure  of  $1,500  will  he  required.  I 
would  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  sub- 
joined order.  Respectfully  submitted, 

James  C.  Tucker. 
Supt.  of  Public  Buildings. 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  procure  seven  music  stands,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $1,500;  the  expense  to  be^charged 
to  the    appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses. 

The  order  was  read  once,  aixl  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  postponed  to  iie.vt  meeting. 

expenditures   for   common      and    public     GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9.  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  orders  authorizing  the  ex- 
penditure, for  certain  purposes,  of  a  portion  of  the 
appropriation  made  for  the  care  and  improvement  of 
the  public  grounds  during  the  present  financial  year, 
having  considered  the  suixiect,  respectfully  submitted 
the  following  report: 

In  preparing  the  estimates  of  expenditures  re- 
quired in  their  department  during  the  year,  the  com- 
mittee instituted  a  careful  scrutiny  into  the  ^various 
items  with  a  view  to  reduce  them  to  the  minimum 
amount  necessary  to  keep  the  grounds  in  their  pres- 
ent condition.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  a  con- 
siderable increase  over  the  appropriation  of  the  pre- 
vious year  would  have  been  a.sked  for  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  small  parks  in  the  outskirts  of  this  city, 
but  owing  to  the  large  expenditures  rendered  neces- 
sary in  other  departments  of  the  Government  on 
account  of  the  fire,  the  committee  recognized  the 
propriety  of  i)ostponing  all  work  not  absolutely  re- 
quired to  maintain  the  present  standard. 

They  accordingly  reduced  the  estimates  .$10,000  be- 
low those  of  last  year,  and  .$7800  below  those  of  the 
year  before,  making  a  total  reduction  of  about  .$18,000 
from  the  appropriations  for  the  two  years  previous. 
Under  the  ordinance  passed  the  28th  of  February, 
1870,  the  committee  have  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
Common,  public  squares,  and  public  fountains  of  the 
city,  subject  to  such  ordinances  as  may,  from  time  to 
time,  be  passed  by  the  City  Council.  After  the  an- 
nual appropriations  are  made,  it  is  customary  for  the 
committee  on  this  department,  as  well  as  all  other 
committees  having  executive  powers,  to  present  to 
the  City  Council  orders  authorizing  them  to  expend, 
for  various  purposes,  an  amount  not  exceeding  the 
appropriation  named  therefi-r. 

The  orders  in   the  present  instance  cover  an  ex- 
penditure   of    $35,900,    from     the    appropriation    of 
$80,000,— the   several  items  named   in   the   separate 
orders  being  a--  follows: 
For  purchasing  new  settees,  repairing-  old  ones  and 

painting  and  repairing  fences  and  fountains $1,800 

For  trees,  plants,  shrubs  and  trees 8,700 

For  manure,  loinn,  etc 4,000 

For  concrete 7,000 

For  team   work,    carpenter  work,    mowing  ma- 

cliines,  tools,  etc 5,850 

For  care  of  e-rounds  in  East  Boston 7,000 

For  care  of  Blaek.stone,  Franklin,  Worcester  and 

Lowell  squares  and  LTiiion  park l.fiSO 

For  improvements  of  Wasliiugton  park,  Koxbury     5,000 
For  a  tool  liouse  on  tlie  Common 1,200 

In  many  of  these  items,  the  amounts  which  may  be 
required  during  the  coming  season  cannot  be  accu- 
rately rafimated.  A  severe  storm  or  a  severe  drought 
may  injure  the  grounds  so  as  to  call  for  unexpected 
outlays  for  sods,  plants,  shrubs,  seeds,  loam  and 
gravel.  Acting  upon  the  best  informaticm  they  can 
obtain,  the  committee  have  asked  for  authority  to 
expend  for  these  purposes  an  amount  not  exceeding 
a  certain  sum.  The  whole  sum  named  may  be  re- 
quired or  it  may  not.  It  is  necessary  to  trust  in  some 
measure  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 

For  the  care  of  the  squares  in  East  Boston  and 
some  of  the  small  squares  in  the  city  proper,  the 
appropriations  are  the  same  as  last  year,  and  the 
committee  believe  that  the  work  cannot  be  properly 
performed  for  a  less  sum.  In  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  tool  house  on  the  Common,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  state  that  some  convenient  place  is  required 
for  the  storaae  of  the  tools  belonging  to  the  de- 
partment, and  the  deer  park,  on  that  portion  of 
the  Common  adjoining  Boylston  street,  seems  to  be 
the  most  suitable  place  that  can  be  found. 

There  is  at  present  no  place  under  the  control  of 
the  committee  where  the  machines  and  tools  can  be 
preserved  from  the  action  of  the  vi'eather  and  where 
shelter  can  be  aflorded  to  the  workme .  during  a  sud- 
den storm.  If  the  full  amount  designated  in  the  or- 
der should  be  required  to  provide  accommodations 
for  this  purpose,  it  certainly  cannot  be  regarded  as 
an  unreasonable  expenditure  for  a  permanent  struct- 
ure, necessarily  somewhat  ornamental  in  its  exterior 
appearance  on  account  of  the  location. 

It  will  be  observed  that  theMtem  of  $1800,  which 
has  been  commented  upon  as  an  expenditure  for 
settees  alone,  covers  a  number  of  other  things, 
namely,  the  painting  and  repairing  of  all  the  fences 
and  fountains  in  and  around  the  public  grounds  of 
the  city.  The  item  for  concrete,  $7000,  is  based  upon 
estimates  for  work  required  upon  the  Common.    The 
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occiipiition  of  the  Back  Buy  lands  for  dwellings  has 
caused  a  large  amoant  of  travel  aevoss  the  Puhlie 
Garden  and  the  Common  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
and  it  is  necessary  thai  the  paths  principally  nsert 
should,  he  constantly  kept  in  good  condition.  This 
can  be  accomplished  more  economically  and  satis- 
factorily by  the  use  of  concrete  than  in  any  other 
way.  It  can  be  shown  conclusively  that  instead  of 
injuring  the  trees  or  grass  on  the  borders  of  the 
walks  where  it  is  used,  it  is  on  the  whole  beneficial 
to  them. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  make  any  explanation  in 
regard  to  the  appropriation  of  $5000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Washington  park  in  Ward  14.  To  put  the 
park  in  i)roper  condition  at  least  .$20,000  will  be  re- 
quired, and  that  su7vi  was  put  into  the  original  esti- 
mates for  the  year,  but  finally  reduced  to  $10,(:m)0. 
The  committee  now  ask  authority  to  expend  only  half 
the  amount  appropriated.  With"  these  statements  the 
committee  respectfully  return  the  orders  to  the  City 
Council  and  ask  that  they  may  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  passage  of 
the  several  orders,  which  were  severallj'  taken  up. 

The  order  authorizing  the  building  of  a  tool  house 
on  the  Common,  at  not  exceeding  $1200,  was  first 
considered. 

Mr.  Blackraar  of  Ward  11  said  there  were  great  ob- 
jections to  the  erection  of  any  building  on  the  Com- 
mon, of  any  name  or  nature.  The  erection  of  a 
coliseum  was  a  movement  vetoed  by  the  people, 
although  to  be  but  temporary,  and  as  had  been 
stated,  if  a  building  as  proposed  should  be  put  up,  it 
would  be  surrounded  by  broken  wheelbarrows  and 
other  articles  of  an  unsightly  character.  It  could  not 
he  a  sightly  structure  for  the  Common,  and  he  did 
not  believe  in  trespassing  upon  the  Common  with 
any  kind  of  building. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  stated  that  the  subject  was 
discussed  in  committee,  and  it  was  believed  there 
should  be  a  place  of  deposit  for  the  various  tools  used 
by  the  workmen,  the  mowing  machines  and  other 
tools,  which  would  be  injured  by  exposure.  It  was 
proposed  to  put  up  the  building  in  the  deer  park. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  he  was  in  favor  of  put- 
ting up  such  a  building  in  the  deer  park,  where  the 
watering  machines  and  other  articles  could  be  stored. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  it  was  well  known  that 
jnany  of  the  implements  which  were  used  were  liable 
to  injury  from  exposure  to  the  weather,  and  while  he 
was  opposed  to  desecrating  the  Common,  there  must 
be  some  place  for  these  tools,  which  could  be  provid- 
ed for  there,  otherwise  there  would  be  a  great  loss  of 
time  and  expense  in  their  transportation. 

Mr.  Catou  of  Ward  11  inquii'ed  on  what  part  of  the 
Common  it  was  proposed  to  build  this  tool  liouse. 

Mr.  Wilbur  replied  that  it  was  to  be  on  the  deer 
park. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  wished  to  know  if  these 
orders  were  here  as  the  result  of  their  recommittal, 
and  being  answered  that  they  were,  said  he  believed 
they  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  M'ilbur  stated  that  they  were  under  considera- 
tion for  two  hours  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barnes  again  expressed  the  hope  that  they 
would  be  passed. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  could  see  no  objection  to  a  house 
in  the  deer  park,  a  sightly,  pretty  house,  which  could 
not  be  put  anywhere  else.  He  understood  there  was 
a  sketch  for  sucha  building,  which  he  asked  themes- 
senger  to  exhibit.  Such  a  building  would  make  a  re- 
spectable appearance,  in  which  the  various  imple- 
ments would  be  housed. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4  said  he  failed  to  .see  the  ex- 
pediency or  necessity  ftr  such  a  building,  for  they 
had  got  along  many  years  without  it,  and  the  Com- 
mon was  no  larger.  They  should  hesitate  a  good  deal 
before  making  encroachments  on  the  Common  by  the 
building  of  a  tool  house,  and  he  could  not  see  why 
the  workmen  could  not  carry  their  tools  home  on 
their  backs.  No  such  a  building  could  be  seen  on 
the  Central  Park  in  New  York  or  on  squares  any- 
where else.  They  had  one  building  too  many  now  on 
the  Common, and  if  a  tool  house  was  needed  there, they 
would  be  required  some  time  on  all  r.he  squares.  The 
greenhouse  on  the  Public  Garden  might  be  extended, 
If  necessary,  in  its  present  style,  for  the  purpose. 
The  same  argument  used  for  a  tool  house  might  be 
urged  in  favor  of  a  stable,  and  in  time  a  tenement 
house  be  required  for  the  workmen  on  the  Common. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  hardly  thought  the  workmen 
could  carry  mowing  machines  and  watering  carts  on 
their  backs.  He  had  to  provide  a  place  or  means  to 
carry  tools  when  he  hired  men  to  do  work.  There 
might  be  a  place  for  tools  under  the  bridges  in  Cen- 
tral Park,  bat  there  was  hardly  room  for  them  under 
the  bridge  in  the  Public  Garden.  They  might  deposit 
the  tools  in  some  of  the  tombs  in  the  grave  yard.  As 
tp  putting  up  a  building  on   the  deer  park,  there  was 


one  there,  and  a  larger  one  would  take  off  the  death- 
liness  from  the  graveyard. 

Mr.  Wilbur  said  there  was  a  reason  for  a  tool  house 
in  the  fact  that  machines  were  now  used  in  place  of 
scythes  for  mowing,  and  when  a  huild'iug  is  com- 
pleted there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Blackmar  said  they  ought  to  guard  against  en- 
croachments on  the  Common.  The  tools  which  were 
used  could  all  be  taken  away  at  night,  and  could  be 
carried  in  carts  if  the  men  were  not  able  to  carrv 
them  on  their  backs. 

The  order  was  passed. 

The  other  orders  were  severally  passed,  as  follows: 

Order  authoriznig  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
.$1800  for  settees  and  for  painting  and  repairing  set- 
tees, fences  and  fountains  on  the  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$4000  for  manure,  loam  and  sods  foi  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
,$.5850  for  team  work,  carpenter  work,  mowing  ma- 
chines and  tools  for  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$7000  for  gravel  and  concrete  for  walks  and  malls  on 
the  Common,  etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$8700  for  trees,  plants,  shrubs  and  seeds  for  the  Com- 
mon, etc. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$5000  in  improving  W^ashington  park. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  with  John  Reardon 
for  the  care  of  Blackstone  and  certain  other  squares 
and  Union  park,  at  not  exceeding  .$l(i.50. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  with  Peter  Callahan 
for  the  care  of  Maverick  and  certain  other  squares, 
and  the  trees  in  streets  of  Ward  1,  at  not  exceeding 
$700. 

REPORTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  E. 
White  &  Son  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Wiswall's  wharf,  made  a  report  lecommending"  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  John  R.  White  &  Son  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Wiswall's  wharf,  accord- 
ing to  an  application  on  file  in  the  oitice  of  the  De- 
partment for  the  Survey  and  IniLpection  of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Caton.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Dyer  &  Gurney  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  beyond  the  legal  limits  on 
Weeks's  wharf.  Border  street,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  Dyer  &  Gurney  to  erect  a 
wooden  buildiug  on  Weeks"s  wharf,  in'  accordance 
with  an  application  on  file  in  the  oftice  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  George  G.  Elder  c*t  Son  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  bnildmg  in  rear  of  899  and 
401  Albany  street,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  "inspector  of  Buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  George  G.  Elder  & 
Son  to  erect  a  wooden  buildnig  in  rear  of  Nos.  :399 
and  401  Albany  street,  in  accordance  with  an  applica- 
tion on  file  in  ■  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspect!  jn  of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  F.  Paul  &  Co.  for 
leave  to  erect  tw'o  lumber  sheds  on  their  wharf  on 
Albany  street,  made  a  report  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order; 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspecttu'  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Joseph  F.  Paul  &  Co.  to 
erect  two  lumber  sheds  on  their  wharf  on  Albany 
street,  in  accordance  with  an  applicatiim  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  W^ard  5 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  consider  and  report  as  soon 
as  may  be,  what,  if  any,  measures  should  be  taken 
by  the  o^'uers  and  occupants  of  buildings  composed 
principally  of  con)bustil)le  materials,  or'stored  with 
combustible  materials,  in  densely  iiopulated  parts  of 
the  city,  the  better  to  preserve  such  buildings  from 
fire,  and  for  the  better  protection  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  inhal)itants  of  such  localities. 

Mr.  s'haw  referred  to   the  necessity,  in  view  of  the 
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recent  calamity,  that  something  should  be  done  for 
the  better  protection  of  lives  and  property. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6— 
Ordered,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  for  the  financial  year,  1872-3,  be  submitted 
in  print,  and  that  five  thousand  copies  thereof  be 
printed,  that  four  thousand  copies  be  retained  in  the 
custody  of  the  Auditor  at  the  City  Hall,  for  distiibu- 
tion,  and  that  the  remainder  be  placed  in  the  several 
police  station  houses,  also  for  distribution;  and  fur- 
ther, that  public  advertisement  be  made  of  the  fact 
in  the  newspapers  that  said  reports  have  been  placed 
in  the  several  police  station  houses  for  distribution, 
where  th«  citizens  may  obtain  them  on  application. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  expediency  of  extending  Sixth  street 
from  G  to  H  street.  Referrred  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets. 

'  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms  be  authorized,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms,  to 
put  up  a  tower  and  bell  for  tire  alanns  on  the  Pres- 
cottSchoolhouse,  at  an  expense  of  $2000.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following  orders, 
which  were  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
construction  of  a  primary  schoolhouse  on  Marlbor- 
ough and  Exeter  streets;   said  plans  to  be  approved 


by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  and  the  ex 
pense  of  procuring  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation f or  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
construction  of  an  English  High  Schoolhouse  and 
a  Latin  Schoolhouse  upon  the  land  recently  pur- 
chased by  the  city  for  the  purpose  on  Warren  avenue, 
said  plans  to  be  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction ;  the  expense  of  procuring  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean,  of  Ward  12,  the 
order  authorizing  a  bathing  house  to  be  con- 
structed for  men  and  boys  at  Mt.  Washmgton-avenue 
Bridge,  at  not  exceeding  $4000,  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  passed. 

The  Mayor's  message,  returning  without  his  ap- 
proval and  with  his  objections,  an  order  to  provide 
accommodation  in  the  Primary  Schoolhouse  on  Ap 
pleton  street,  for  the  Normal  School  recently  estab- 
lished by  the  School  Committee  (City  Doc.  No.  65, 
1873),  was  taken  from  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackmar  of  Ward  11. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order,  the  objections  of  the  Mayor  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

The  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  order  was.  yeas 
none,  nays  43. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Alderineu, 

*  MAY     18,    1878. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Constable— John  H.  Hiller. 

Special  Police  Ofticers  without  pay— Jacob  Jacobs, 
for  fleath,  Day  and  Centre  streets;  Clements  Auster- 
haus  and  Joseph  Donovan,  for  Simpson's  Dry  Dock 
and  its  vicinity;  James  Reid,  for  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company":  James  H.  Harlow,  for  Odd  Fellows" 
Building;  C.  C.  Miller,  for  Leighton's  wharf,  East  . 
Boston;  George  Freeman,  for  221  Washington  street 
and  its  vicinity;  George  R.  Foster,  for  D,  F,  First  and 
Second  streets  and  vicinity.  South  Boston;  Bartley 
Hughes,  for  Pine  Island;  Nathan  J.  Cottle,  for  Bos- 
ton wharf;  L.W.  Shaw  and  G.  B.Vinal,for  Ferdinand 
and  Winchester  streets. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Rueter  &  Alley,  for  leave  to  lay  a  six-inch  water 
pipe  under  Heath  and  New  Heath  streets  to  their 
premises. 

Thomas  G.  Caldwell  and  others,  that  crosswalks  be 
laid  on  Longwood  avenue  between  Bellevue  street  and 
Maple  avenue. 

William  G.  Train  and  others,  that  Norfolk  avenue 
be  graded  and  paved  from  Hampden  street  to  Maga- 
zine street. 

C.  B.  Barrett  and  others,  that  Clinton  street  be 
paved. 

Francis  Brown  and  others,  that  Waltham  street  be 
paved  and  the  railroad  tracks  be  removed  from  the 

W.  L.  G.  Thayer  and  others,  that  Fifth  street  be 
macadamized  from  F  to  Dorchester  street. 

J.  &  F.  Dyer  and  others,  that  Bowen  street  be  grad- 
ed from  D  to  E  streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Graham  Hall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  at  No.  71  Munroe  street. 

Wilson  &  Brother,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  nine  horses  on  Athens  street,  between  A 
and  B  streets. 

H.  Richardson,  for  leave  to  move  a  stable  for  four 
horses  on  Savin-Hill  avenue. 

Suffolk  Kindling  Wood  Company,  for  leave  to  en- 
large their  stable  for  three  additional  horses  on  First 
street,  between  K  and  L  streets. 

Thomas  White,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  eighteen  horses  on  Wiswell's  wharf,  250  Fed- 
eral street. 

Nathan  Holbrook,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  frame  sta- 
ble for  six  horses  on  Chickataubet  street.  Ward  16. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  extension  of 
time  in  which  to  build  their  stable  on  Shawmut  ave- 
nue. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

William  Phipps  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Quincy 
and  Cherry  streets. 

William  C.  Poland,  for  a  sewer  in  Harrison  avenue 
from  Maiden  street  to  Union-park  street. 

C.  B.  Barrett  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Clinton 
street  from  Blackstone  to  Commercial  street. 

John  Wolf,  for  a  sewer  in  Russell  place,  Ward  15. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  in  Sewers. 

John  Ritchie  and  others,  to  be  heard  upon  the 
award  voted  to  them  for  land  taken  on  Federal  and 
Frankhn  streets.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets. 

Heirs  of  Nahum  Ward,  for  abatement  of  certain 
taxes  assessed  In  1871.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Assessor's  Departmi^nt. 

Company  I,  First  Regiment  M.  V.  M. ,  for  increase 
of  rent  of  armory.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Armories. 

James  C.  McNiel,  for  leave  to  use  the  full  width  of 
sidewalk  on  Tremont  street,  between  Chapman  and 
Dover  streets,  for  three  months,  while  building.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for  the 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall  June  2.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall. 

George  S.  Keyes,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his 
property  aaused  by  the  erection  of  the  engine  house 
on  Bullinch  street. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Highland 
Street  Railroad  Company,     accepting   the    location 


granted  to  them  by  the  Board,  May  5.    Ordered  to  he 
placed  on  file. 

auditor's  monthly  exhibit. 
The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  May  was  pre- 
sented in  print,  it  being  an  exhibit  of  the  general 
and  special  appropriations  for  i.ae  present  financial 
year  1873-74.  as  shown  in  the  books  in  his  office.  May 
1,  1873,  including  the  May  draft,  being  one  month's 
payments  of  the  financial  year, — exhioiting  the  orig- 
inal appropriations,  the  amount  expended,  and  the 
balance  of  each  unexpended  at  that  date.    A  recapit- 
ulation gives  the  following  result: 
Appropriations, 
Keveuues,  etc.    Expended.      Unexpended. 

General $11,032,902  98       $562,848  68       $10,480,054  31 

Special 7,613,272  21  7,959  86  7,605,312  35 


$18,646,175  19 
Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 


$560,808  53        $18,085,.S66  66 


HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  sewers  in  Fountain  street,  in  Bast 
Street,  Wai-d  16,  and  in  Sixth  street  between  H  and  I 
streets  were  taken  up.  No  person  appeared  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  and  the  report  was  recommmitted. 

The  hearing  on  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Pat- 
rick Donahoe  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  in  his  building  on  Boylston  street, 
was  taken  up,  and  there  being  no  opposition  thereto, 
the  report  was  recommitted. 

REPORT  OF  HAYWEIUHER  OF   NORTH  SCALES. 

The  report  of  the  Jauperintendent  of  North  Scales 
for  the  quarter  endmg  April  30,  shows  receipts  for 
weighing  merchandise,  amounting  to  $1200  56, 
forty  per  cent,  of  which  (,f480  22)  less  expenses 
($52  25)  amounting  to  $427  97,  he  has  paid  to  the  City 
Treasurer. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED     BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time,  and  passed: 

Order  to  pay  Abby  A.  Wright  $469,  for  Cottage- 
street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Kbenezer  Holden  $1000  20,  for  Cot- 
tage-street land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Reuben  Winslow's  heirs  $4000,  for 
Renfrew-street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  John  P.  Cushing's  heirs  $11,678,  fer 
North-street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  M.  and  C.  A.  Sumner  $164  20,  for  Cot- 
tage-street land  damages. 

The  following  orders  were  passed  to  pay  for  land 
taken  to  widen  streets  in  the  burnt  district,  to  be 
charged  to  the  Burnt-District  loan: 

Order  to  pay  Wright  &  Whitman  $6570,  for  Devon- 
shire-street land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  H.  H.  Hunnewell  $50,  for  Devonshire- 
street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  H.  H.  Hunnewell  .$202,  for  Federal- 
street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Charlotte  E.Walcott  $58,050,  for  Arch- 
street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  H.  H.  Hunnewell,  trustee,  $43,980,  for 
Franklin-street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  G.  Chase  $22,400,  for  Arch- 
street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  H.  H.  Hunnewell,  trustee,  $2600,  for 
Congress-street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Ann  W.  Giles's  heirs  $9660,  for  Wash- 
ington-street land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  John  Ritchie,  2d  and  others  $1040,  for 
Federal- street  land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  John  Starratt  $1180,  for  Federal-street 
land  damages. 

Order  to^pay  Samuel  Boyd  $4085,  for  Summer-street 
land  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Bumstead's  heirs  $10,225,  for 
Milk-street  land  damages. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of  Engine  No.  18,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1500. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of  Engine  No.  7,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,500. 

Report  an  J  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of  Engine  No.  23.  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1500. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  to  report  and 
print  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $4500. 

Order  to  revoke  license  granted  to  T.  J.  Dunbar  to 
remove  gravel  from  beaches  of  Long  Island. 

Order  to  grade  Beacon  street  to  its  full  width  from 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  to  the  line  of  Brook- 
line,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2,500. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters  on  Wash- 
ington street  from  River  street  to  Milton  .Lower 
Mills, 


MAY       12,       1873. 


197 


Report  and  orders  to  purchase  land  ou  Dudley  and 
Forest  streets,  and  to  procure  plans  for  a  hook-and 
ladder  house  for  No.  14,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$12,000. 

Order  for  State  Inspector  of  Gas  to  report  to  this 
Board  on  the  quality  of  gas  furnished  to  the' city. 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   COMMON    COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Torreys  &  Company,  M.  M.  Baliou 
trustee,  and  of  Martin  Hayes,  were  severally  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

The  order  for  the  location  of  a  tower  and  alarm 
bell  on  the  Prescott  Schoolhouse,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Alarms,  in  concurrence. 

The  order  proposing  the  extension  of  Sixth  street, 
from  G.  to  H  street,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  orders  Were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence : 

Order  for  Committee  on  Survej^  etc., 'of  BuUdings 
to  report  what  action  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  erec- 
tion of  combustible  structures. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  Dyer  &  Gurney  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Weelvs's  wharf;  John  E. 
White  &  Son  to  erect  a  wooden  building  ou  Wiswall's 
wharf;  George  G.  Elder  &  Son  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  in  the  rear  of  .399-401  Albany  street;  Joseph 
F.  raur&  Co.  to  erect  two  lumber  sheds  on  their 
Albany- street  wharf. 

Order  to  print  and  distribute  5000  copies  of  Report 
of  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  plans  and  estimates 
to  be  procured  for  the  erection  of  a  stable  on  city  lot, 
Highland  street,  for  Health  and  Paving  departments. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  one 
from  catli  ward,  with  such  as  this  Board  may  join,  to 
make  anuugements,  at  not  exceeding  $15,000,  for  the 
celebration  of  Fourth  of  July,  1873. 

The  whole  Board  of  Aldermen  were  joined  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

The  following  report  and  orders  were  considered: 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
orders;  Authorizing  the  building  of  a  tool  hout^e  on 
the  Common,  at  not  exceeding  $1200;  authorizing  an 
expeadilure  of  not  exceeding  $1800  for  settees  and 
for  painting  and  repairing  settees,  feaces  and  foun- 
tains on  the  Common,  ere;  authorizing  an  expendit- 
ure of  not  exceeding  $4000  for  manure,  loam  and  sods 
for  Common,  etc. ;  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not 
exceeding  $5850  for  team  work,  carpenter  work, 
mowing  machines  and  tools  for  Common,  etc. ;  au- 
thorizing an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $7000  for 
gravel  and  cor  Crete  for  walks  and  malls  on  the  Com- 
mon, etc.;  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceed- 
ing $8700  for  trees,  plants,  shrubs  and  seeds  for  the 
Common,  etc. ;  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not 
exceeding  $5000  in  improving  Washington  park;  au- 
thorizing a  contract  with  John  Reardon  for  the  care 
of  Blackstone  and  certain  other  squares  and  Union 
park,  at  not  exceeding  $1().50;  authorizing  a  contract 
with  Peter  Callahan  for  the  care  of  Maverick  and 
certain  other  squares,  and  the  trees  in  streets  of 
Ward  1,  at  not  exceeding  $700. 

Alderman  Gibson  inquired  why  so  much  was  pro- 
posed to  be  expended  in  concrete. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  the  committee  believed 
concrete  walks  to  be  the  most  economical  and  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city,  and  so  much  of  the  amount 
named  would  be  used  as  might  be  required. 

Alderman  Gibson  characterized  cencrete  walks  to 
be  a  complete  humbug,  and  the  expenditures  for 
them  a  throwing  away  of  money.  In  a  hot  day  they 
would  tread  out,  and  in  cold  weather  break  ott,  prov- 
ing to  be  worthless.  To  a  statement  of  Alderman 
Clark  that  those  now  in  use  had  proved  to  be  very 
durable.  Alderman  Gibson  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
there  were  any  on  the  Common.  Red  gravel  or  yel- 
low sand  was  better  material  to  be  used  for  walks, 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  surprised  that  the 
Alderman  had  so  little  knowledge  of  the  Common  as 
not  to  know  of  the  existence  of  concrete  walks  on  it. 
The  construction  of  walks  of  red  gravel  and  yellow 
sand  require  much  money  for  tlieir  repair,  being 
washed  by  every  rain. 

Alderman  Gibson  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
North-River  flagging  stone  made  the  best  public 
walks,  which  would  last  as  long  as  a  man  wished  to 
travel  over  them. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  there  was  a  walk  of 
flagging  stone  on  one  of  the  up-hill  paths  of  the 
Common,  and  it  was  necessary  to  reset  this  flagging 
every  spring,  on  account  of  its  being  washed  from 
its  place.  Neither  the  flagging  nor  sand  nor  gravel 
was  stationary,  concrete  proviHg  to  be  the  best 
walks. 

Alderman  Quincy  inquired  whether  it  had  been 
settled  as  to  the  effect  which  concrete  walks  would 
have  on  the  roots  of   trees.    In   the  crosswalks  it 


might  not  prove  injurious,  but  on  the  malls  it  •<•  ould 
hermetically  seal  the  ground  so  that  the  roots  of  the 
trees  would  get  no  sustenance.  Before  using  it  on 
malls  this  question  should  be  settled. 

■Mderman  Clark  replied  that  the  whole  subject  had 
been  considered  by  the  committee  and  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  tne  Common,  and  it  was  contemplated 
to  make  experiments  as  to  the  effects  of  such  v^alks 
on  trees.  It  was  proposed  to  form  a  basin  around 
the  trunks  of  trees  in  which  water  may  be  collected, 
for  it  is  now  almost  impossible  to  get  water  through 
the  solid  walks  on  the  Tremont-street  mall.  The  ex- 
periments will  be  made  on  the  Tremont-street 
mall. 

The  several  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence. 

The  report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $20,000,  to  be 
added  to  the  amount  already  authorized  for  erection 
of  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Dudley  District,  being 
under  consideration — 

Alderman  Gaffield  moved  to  lay  the  order  over  one 
week. 

Alderman  Sayward  inquired  the  reason  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

Alderman  Gatiield  replied  that  there  were  members 
of  the  School  Committee  and  teachers  who  w"ere  not 
satisfied  in  regard  to  the  proposed  lighting  of  the 
building  on  one  side,  and  it  was  the  desire  of  some 
that  it  should  be  liglrted  on  two  sides.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  matter  further,  he  asked  to 
have  the  order  laid  over. 

Alderman  Sayward  requested  that  the  motion  be 
withdrawn,  Vi'hich  was  done,  when  he  stated  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Builetings  had  done  all  that  was 
desirable  to  be  done  in  the  procuring  and  approval 
of  plans,  and  after  they  had  been  approved  of,  mem- 
bers of  the  local  School  Committee  were  not  satisfied, 
and  want  a  larger  house;  for  that  was  the  object  in 
securing  a  delay.  The  design  is  for  a  house  of  fourteen 
rooms,  and  in  his  opinion  twelve  were  enough,  for 
there  will  be  two  for  future  use.  Should  there  be  a 
stop  put  to  the  appropriation  now,  it  will  be  on  the 
ground  of  location  and  manner  of  lighting,  and  they 
will  be  obliged  to  hear  the  stories  over  again.  It  was 
not  right  that  they  should  be  dictated  to  by  individ- 
ual members  of  the  School  Committee  when  the 
plans  had  been  approved  of  by  the  School  Committee 
and  were  satisfactory  to  the  citizens  of  the  Highlands. 

Alderman  Gibson  did  not  object  to  delay  if  expense 
could  be  saved  by  it. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  the  delay  would  have  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  cost. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  if  a  few  more  windows 
were  needed  it  would  be  better  to  put  them  in  now 
than  hereafter  at  a  greater  expense. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  there  was  no  need 
of  more  windows.  The  house  was  planned  to  satisfy 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  many  teachers 
who  desired  light  upon  but  one  side  of  the  house.  A 
meeting  of  school  teachers  had  been  called  to  con- 
sider it,  and  there  were  as  many  views  among  them 
as  there  were  teachers. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  had  looked  over  the  plans 
and  was  satisfied  with  them.  They  were  modelled 
after  the  house  on  L  street,  yet  if  tliere  were  good 
reasons  he  would  not  object  to  laying  the  subject 
over. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  the 
local  committee  was  that  the 
enough. 

Alderman  Gibson,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  was;  not  aware  th.it  a  larger  house 
was  wanted.  As  a  question  of  doubt,  and  as  mate- 
rials were  falling  in  value,  he  did  not  object  to  delay 
in  the  passage  of   the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid 
over,  as  there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  among 
the  committee,  and  by  delay  they  would  more  fully 
get  their  ideas  and  what  changes  are  necessary. 

Alderman  Sayward  denied  that  there  was  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  the  committee;  it  was  only 
a  local  committee  which  made  any  ojinosition,  and  if 
there  was  any  mystification  in  the  matter,  it  was  the 
Alderman  who  made  it. 

Alderman  (libsoh  believed  it  would  be  better,  if 
there  was  any  dilKculty,  to  meet  it  now,  for  if  altera- 
tions were  required  hereafter,  they  would  cost  five  or 
six  times  as  much. 

Alderman  Gatfield,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  believed  an  explanation  due 
from  him,  and  stated  that  he  had  a  letter  from  the 
local  committee,  in  which  they  state  that  they  did  not 
approve  of  Iheplans.  They  had  three  grounds  of  objec- 
tion— first,  to  the  lot,  which  they  believed  to  be  too 
noisy  a  place;  they  objected,  also,  to  the  size  of  the 
house  and  to  lighting  it  only  on  one  side.  That  was 
a  question  for  oculists  to  decide,  which  would  be 
best  for  the  eyes  of  school  children.  At  a  meeting 
of  masters,  they  were  all  in  favor  of  lighting  the 
use  on    two  sides. 


real  objection  of  the 
house  was  not  large 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

KEPOETS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  ou  Paving, 
reported  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps  on  so 
much  of  the  pclitiou  of  Leander  H.  Jones  relative  to 
laying  sidewalks,  etc,  as  refers  to  lighting  Foundry- 
street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Licens- 
es, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  William 
D.  Lee,  to  give  a  dramatic  representation  at  John  A. 
Andrew  Hall,  May  13;  Dr.  Colton,  to  give  a  laughing- 
gas  entertainment  at  Tremont  Temple;  to  David  C. 
Sisson  as  an  auctioneer;  to  fifteen  bootblacks  and 
seventeen  newsboys;  and  to  sundry  persons  as  vic- 
tuallers, dealers  in  second-hand  articles;  for  transfer 
of  hack  licenses;  for  hack  and  wagon  stands;  to  keep 
intelligence  offices  and  billiard  saloons;  for  wagon 
licenses,  etc.;  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
John  T.  Murray  for  a  hack  stand  opposite  Hotel 
Boylstou,  and  of  Henry  Walton  for  a  carriage  stand 
on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston  streets.  Sev-  « 
erally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  for  licenses  as  victuallers  as  follows:  Horace 
Day,  47  Green  street;  Henry  Devine,  9::5i4  fnion  and 
108  Blackstone  street;  Eugene  J.  Sullivan,  corner  of 
Dorchester  and  Eighth  streets;  John  N.  Bauer,  26 
Spiinglane;  Robert  Allen,  S9  Cross  street ;  George 
and  Mary  Bryant,  IBfiT  Washington  street;  Ernst 
Becker,  47  Eliot  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  petitions  for  stables,  as  follows: 
Edward  P.  Maguire,  to  build  a  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  at  No.  :3  Heath  place;  Charles  H.  Este,  to  occu- 
py a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Fifth  street,  rear 
No.  278;  William  Manning,  to  change  location  of 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Fellowes  street,  in  rear; 
Pliny  D.  Ladd,  to  change  location  of  stable  for  four 
horses  or  Vale  street,  near  Marceila  street;  W.  S. 
Patt.ee,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on 
White  street,  near  Putnam  square;  E.  Herb,  to  occu- 
py a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  New  Heath 
street,  Ward  15.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Jane 
Marsters  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Revere  street;  also  on 
petition  of  Hannah  D.  Green,  to  be  compensated  for 
personal  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Har- 
rison avenue,  at  the  corner  of  East  Chester  jiark. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  extension  of  their  lo- 
cation in  this  city,  reported  an  accompanying  order 
of  location,  in  Shawmut  avenue,  from  Clapp  street  to 
Bartlett  street,  a  single  track  in  Bartlett  street,  from 
the  tracks  in  Shawmut  avenue  to  a  point  200  feet 
west  of  the  westerly  line  of  Shawmut  avenue,  with, 
curved  track  to  their  estate  on  Bartlett  street;  also  a 
curved  track  from  Shawmut  avenue,  opposite  the 
foot  of  St.  James  street,  to  the  estate  of  said  compa- 
ny, all  upon  the  usual  conditions;  also  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  track  now  located  in  Shawmut  avenue, 
between  Cliff  and  Bartlett  streets,  shall  be  so  changed 
that  when  the  two  tracks  are  laid  down  the  outer  rail 
of  each  shall  be  equally  distant  from  the  centre  line 
of  Shawmut  avenue.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Walter  Smith  and  many  others,  residents  and 
taxpayers  in  South  Boston,  that  certain  improve- 
ments be  made  in  Independerce  square,  made  a  re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  anthorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $.5000  in  the  improvement  of  Independence 
square  in  South  Boston;  said  sum  to  be  ciiarged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Common,  etc. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Qnincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, to  whom  was  referred,  as  a  part  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  last  year,  the  recommendation 
that  certain  amendments  be  made  to  the  ordinance 
providing  for  the  care  and  education  of  neglected 
children,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  ordinance. 
Ordinance  providing  for  the  care  and   education   of 

neglected  children: 

Section  1.  The  Almshouse  at  Deer  Island  is  hereby 
assitined  and  provided  as  the  place  to  which  children 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  living  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  the  condition  described  in  chapter  283  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  18(i(i.  may  he  sent  by  any  of  the  judges 
of  the  Superior  or  Municipal  courts  upon  the  com- 
plaint of  auy  of  the  officers  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  under  the  second  section  of  said  chap- 


ter 283,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions shall  have  and  exercise  the  same  control  over 
the  children  sent  to  said  institution  as  herein  pro- 
vided that  they  have  and  exercise  over  children  sen- 
tenced and  committed  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 182  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1   :.3. 

Section  2.  The  ordinance  providing  for  the  care 
and  education  of  neglected  children,  passed  the  3d 
of  June,  1870,  is  hereby  repealed,  the  repeal  to  take 
effect  upon  the  approval  of  this  ordinance  by  the 
Superior  Court  or  a  justice?  thereof,  as  provided  in 
tlie  first  section  of  chapter  283  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1866. 

The  ordinance  was  read  once. 

REPORT   ON   BASE-BALL  PLAYING   ON   THE   COMMON. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  to  whiom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Beacon  Base-Ball 
Club  for  the  restoration  of  the  northwestern  portion 
of  the  Common  as  a  play  ground,  and  the  petition  of 
Rev.  C.  A.  Bartol  and  others  in  aid  of  the  same;  and 
to  whom  were  also  referred  the  remonstrances  of 
George  T.  Bigelow,  Rev.  Rufus  Ellis,  John  A.  Low- 
ell, Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dale  and  others  against  the  use  of 
the  Common,  as  prayed  for,  having  carefully  consid- 
ered the  subject,  submitted  the  following  report: 

It  is  represented  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners  that 
tlie  Common  has  from  time  immemorial  been  used  as 
a plaj' ground  by  the  boys:  that  of  late  years  the  privi- 
leges which  they  formerly  enjoyed  have  been  greatly 
restricted;  that  they  are  prevented  from  occupying  a 
sufficiently  large  portion  of  the  grounds  to  accommo- 
date those  who  desire  to  play  the  game  of  base  ball ; 
that  it  is  necessary  to  the  lie.ilth  of  the  young  men 
and  boys  in  the  city  that  opportunities  should  be  af- 
forded to  indulge  in  this  game;  tbat  no  other  place 
can  be  found  so  accessible  or  so  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose as  the  western  portion  of  the  Common,  known 
as  the  Parade  Ground.  These  are  the  substantial  ar- 
guments upon  which  the  CJovernment  is  asked  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  although  others 
of  less  force  have  been  advanced,  namely,  that  the 
boys  have  certain  special  privileges  in  the  use  of  the 
Common,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  municipal  au- 
thorities to  provide  convenient  and  suitable  play 
grounds  for  them. 

Previous  to  1870  the  care  and  custody  of  the  Com- 
mon and  other  public  grounds  in  the  city  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Boar(;l  of  Aldermen.  In  that  year  the 
ordinances  were  changed,  so  as  to  provide  that  all 
the  powers  formerly  exercised  by  the  Aldermen 
should  ))e  vested  in  a  joint  standing  committee  of 
the  City  Council.  When  *he  committee  received  this 
trust,  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  reclaim  the 
grounds  lying  between  Monument  Hill  and  the  cor- 
ner of  Charles  and  Beacon  streets,  from  the  condition 
into  which  they  had  been  brought  by  the  action  of 
the  ball  players. 

In  continuing  the  restrictions  which  the  Aldermen 
had  found  it  necessary  to  impose  on  account  of  the 
growth  of  the  city,  the  committee  have  been  gov- 
erned solely  by  the  desire  to  secure  equal  privileges 
in  the  use  of  the  grounds  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city.  There  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  idea 
that  any  class  in  the  comnumity  has  a  prescriptive 
right  to  use  the  Common  or  any  portion  thereof  to 
the  exclusion  of  others.  It  was  not  until  the  year 
1830,  during  the  mayoralty  of  the  elder  Quincy,  that 
its  use  as  a  common  grazing  field  for  cattle  was  dis- 
continued, "dangerous  accidents  having  occurred  to 
promenaders."  The  claim  to  continue  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  privilege  on  the  part  of  any  taxpayer  is 
stronger  than  the  claim  to  exercise  the  game  of  base 
ball.  The  use  of  the  Common  as  a  grazing  field  dates 
from  the  earliest  times;  the  use  as  a  base-ball  ground, 
with  the  game  as  at  present  practised,  does  not  date  . 
farther  back  than  1858. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  increase  of  population  has 
made  it  impossible  to  accommodate  all  those  who 
might  desire  to  pasture  cattle  on  the  ground-,  and  that 
to  prevent  discrimhiation  it  is  necessary  to  exclude 
all  from  the  privilege,  it  can  also  be  said  that  the  25,- 
01)0  or  ;30,II00  young  men  and  boys,  who,  as  represent- 
ed by  the  petitioners,  desire  to  engage  in  the  game, 
cannot  all  be  accommodated,  even  if  the  grounds 
were  wholly  given  up  to  them.  The  claim  to  exclu- 
sive use  as  a  "training  field"  is  undoubtedly  stronger 
than  any  other,  as  the  use  for  such  a  purpose  is  in 
the  exercise  of  a  public  duty;  but  the  City  Solicitor 
has  decided  that  the  rights. of  the  City  Council  over 
the  Common  were  the  same  as  their  rights  over  the 
Public  Garden  or  any  of  the  squares,  and  the  Couneil 
can  forbid  training  there  whenever  the  welfare-of 
the  city  requires  it  to  be  done. 

The  occupation  of  the  lands  lying  west  of  the 
Common  l)y  dwelling  houses,  and  the  facilities  which 
the  i)aths  on  the  Common  afford  to  persons  passing 
to  and  from  these  houses  to  the  business  portions  of 
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the  city,  make  it  necessary  to  tlie  public  safety  and 
convenience  that  different  rules  should  now  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  Common  for  certain  purposes 
than  those  which  were  formerly  found  sutlicienf,. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  game  is  to  a  certain  extent 
dangerous,  both  to  those  who  participate  in  it  and  to 
those  who  travel  on  the  paths  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
place  where  it  is  played;  but  its  advocates  say  it  is 
not  more  dangerous  than  many  other  sports  in  which 
most  young  men  indulge,  such  as  gunning,  boating 
and  fishing.  The  use  of  guns  for  shooting  purposes 
has  not,  we  believe,  been  permitted  upon  the  Com- 
mon within  the  memory  of  any  man  novv  liviug,  and 
the  pleasures  of  fishing  aud  boating  are  not  pursued 
upon  the  Common  or  the  Public  Garden  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  endanger  the  public  safety. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  Govcrnnent  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  game  of  base  ball  is  healthful  or 
otherwise,  to  those  who  practise  it  in  the  new-fash- 
ioned way.  That  is  a  matter  which  may  safely 
be  left  to  their  parents  or  teachers.  But  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  a  duty  of  supreme  impert- 
ance,  so  to  regulate  the.use  of  the  public  property  that 
every  person  can  en.ioy  it  and  be  protected  in  the  en- 
joyment of  it.  That  delinition  of  our  duty  cannot  be 
disputed.  Applying  it  in  the  present  case,  it  is  clear 
that  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.  It  is  un- 
desirable for  two  reasons,  either  one  of  which  would 
'be  sufficient. 

(1.)  The  common  enjoyment  of  the  public  grounds 
would  be  restricted  to  the  ei.joyment,  by  a  certain 
class  of  persons.  It  makes  no  difference  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principle,  whether  the  class  is  large 
or  small.  The  Government  cannot  justly  make  a 
rule  by  which  even  one  of  its  citizens,  entitled  to 
])roti  ctioii  under  the  laws,  18  restricted  in  his  rights. 
It  cannot.  l)e  pretended  that  the  occupation  of  the 
grounds  by  ba'se  ball-players  is  consistent  with  its 
use  by  tt  e  citizens  generally.  (2.)  The  game  inter- 
feres with  the  public  safety  and  convenience.  There 
are  a  number  of  well-authenticated  cases  m  which 
persons  passing  along  the  paths  and  malls,  as  they 
had  a  right  to  do,  and  using  due  care,  have  been  se- 
riously injured,  and  the  knovvfledge  that  the  game  is 
practised  in  the  vicinity  of  the  public  walks  undoubt- 
edly prevents  a  great  many  women  and  children  from 
using  the  grounds  for  healthful  exercise  and  enjoy- 
ment. For  these  reasons  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  petition- 
ers have  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  respectfully  dis- 
sents from  ihe  recommendations  of  the  majority,  and 
begs  leave  to  state  briefly  his  reasons  therefor: 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Parade  Ground  is  not  a 
part  of  the  original  Common;  it  was  formed  within  a 
comparatively  few  years  by  filling  the  marsh  and  flats 
bordering  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  was  laid  out  with  a 
view  to  its  use  exclusively  for  military  exercises,  and 
for  such  games  as  require"d  an  open  field.  The  ground 
was  made  as  level  as  possible,  aud  no  trees  were 
planted  except  along  the  borders  of  the  malls,  and 
but  few  paths  were  laid  out  over  it. 

When,  in  IStif),  the  portion  adjoining  the  Beacon- 
street  mall  was  surrounded  by  a  fence  and  laid  down 
to  grass,  it  was  understood  that  it  would  be  restored, 
in  one  or  two  seascms  at  most,  to  its  former  use.  It 
is  now  proposed  to  place  permanent  restrictions  up- 
on that  portion  of  the  ground  and  to  limit  those  who 
desire  to  play  base  ball  and  similar  games  to  less  than 
half  the  original  space  allotted  to  them.  The  increase 
of  population  upon  which  this  restriction  is  based  is 
in  fact  a  strong  reason  for  its  removal.  If  the  whole 
ground  was  needed  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  to  accom- 
modate the  young  men  aud  boys  who  desire  recrea- 
tion and  exer:;ise,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  a  smaller 
space  will  accomplish  the  purpose  now.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  majority  proves  too  much.  If  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  their  report  are  to  be  strictly  ad- 
hered to  in  the  use  of  the  public  grounds,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  exclude  entirely  not  only  the  game  of 
base  ball  and  all  similar  games,  but  all  shows  aud 
military  reviews.  This  they  do  not  propose  to  do. 
They  permit  the  boys  to  occupy  a  small  portion  of 
the  grounds  for  their  games,  and  they  permit  various 
other  classes  and  individuals  to  have  special  privi- 
leges. 

Looking  at  this  matter  as  its  affects  the  general  in- 
terests, it  appears  to  the  undersigned  that  the  re- 
(juest  of  the  petitioners  is  a  reasonable  one,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  granted.  A  small  number  of  persons 
,  will  be  incommoded,  but  a  very  large  number  of  per- 
sons will  be  benefited.  A  great  deal  of  stress  is  laid 
upon  the  danger  whjch  would  result  to  the 
passers  by  from  the  use  of  the  grounds  adjoining 
the  mall.  It  is  only  during  a  portion  of  the  day  that 
the  grounds  are  used  by  the  boys,  and  persons  going 
to  or  from  the  West  Bud  can  easily  avoid  the  danger, 
if  any  exists,  without  much  Inconvenience.    Those 


who  desire  to  obtain  recreation  by  promenading  have 

theref , ^    

oiiuueiiu  me  pat-'sii^t;  tn  i.iie  accompanying  order  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners: 


who  desu'e  to  obtain  recreation  by  promi 

the  whole  of  tVie  original  Common  for  the  purpose. 

The  undersigned  would  therefore  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  to 


Jambs  Powuit. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  instructed  to  restore  the  northerly 
portion  of  the  Parade  Ground  to  its  original  use  as  a 
play  ground  for  amateur  players  of  base  ball,  foot 
ball  and  similar  games. 

The  subject  being  under  consideration.  Alderman 
Power  moved  to  substitute  the  report  of  the  minority 
for  that  of  the  majority. 

Alderman  Power,  in  suppoi't  of  the  motion,  said  he 
believed  it  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  say  any- 
thing, since  the  reasons  of  the  majority  sustained  his 
view  of  the  question.  He  was  opposed  to  restricting 
the  use  of  the  Common  to  any  one  class  of  persons, 
vi-hich  the  majority  claimed,  while  their  design  was 
to  prohibit  the  boys  from  playing  on  the  Common. 
No  one  objected  .to  the  proposed  use  of  the  other 
portion  of  ihe  Parade  Ground  as  a  play  ground  ex- 
cept those  who  lived  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

To  those  who  made  objection  he  contended  that 
they  should  consider  the  enjoyment  which  the  city 
had  given  them  in  making  a  perfect  paraciise  of  the 
Common,  but  instead  of  this  they  seemed  to  think 
that  it  was  for  nobody  but  them  to  enjo}'.  It  was  ob- 
jected that  lives  were  endangered,  yet  in  all  this 
large  space  of  the  Common  but  the  use  of  six  acres 
was  asked  for,  and  the  playing  was  when  most  of 
those  who  objected  were  out  of  town.  M'hen  they 
say  the  b"iys  shall  net  play  there  they  deprive  them 
of  healthy  exercise  which  will  do  more  damage  than 
if  airy  person  were  injured  by  their  playing.  As  the 
matter  had  been  thoroughly  discussed  lie  would  not 
take  much  time  in  speaking  up<.n  it. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  did  not  propose  to  take 
much  time  on  the  subject,  the  reasons  of  the  majority 
being  well  set  forth  in  their  report,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  that  of  the  minority  was  the  best  which  could 
be  made  in  opposition.  He  contended  that  in  allow- 
ing a  base-ball  club  of  seventy  persons  to  use  the 
ground  pioposed,  it  does  exclude  a  large  majority  of 
the  citizens  from  a  third  part  of  the  Common  for 
most  of  the  year.  It  was  an  exclusion  of  the  old 
gentlemen,  the  middle  aged  and  t  he  ladies  and  chil- 
dren from  a  large  portion  of  tlie  Common  for  three- 
fourths  of  the  year.  Such  an  exclusion  was  not  right. 
It  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  bovs,  for  since  the 
introduction  of  base -ball  playing  tliey  had  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Gardner,  that  the  health  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  public  schools  was  not  so  good  as  it  was 
ten  years  ago.  Perhaps  it  .was  from  this  very 
reason. 

It  was  uot  often  that  200  or  :300  mothers  come  here 
and  ask  to  be  protected  in  their  rights  and  in  those  of 
their  children.  This  one  remonstrance,  signed  by 
17.5  women,  sliould  be  enough.  In  reply  to  what  was 
said  about  the  enjoyment  from  beautiful  squares  and 
parks,  it  was  in  answer  that  these  persons  are  obliged 
to  pay  a  high  rate  of  taxation  in  consequence"  of 
these  improvements.  In  regard  to  the  play,  it  was 
dangerous  sport  to  those  who  engage  in  it  and  to 
others.  If  this  was  the  only  reason,  it  should  be  a 
suflicieut  reason  to  prohibit  such  playing.  On  this 
point  he  received  a  letter,  a  day  oi'  two  ago,  which  he 
read  as  follows: 

Boston,  May  8,  1873. 

Mr.  Clark:  Dear  Sir —I  am  sorry  that  I  could  not 
have  lieen  present  to  have  given  my  testimony  before 
your  committee  on  the  hearing  of  base-ball  playing 
on  the  Common.  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  opposed 
to  it,  for  this  reason.  Three  years  ago  I  lived  in 
close  proximity  to  the  Park-sciuare  entrance,  and  one 
day  when  going  home,  crossing  the  Common  from 
West  to  Carver  street,  near  the  graveyard,  I  was 
knocked  down,  having  been  struck  by  a  base 
ball  on  my  head,  just  above  the  temple.  It  com- 
pletely stunned  me,  and  I  was  helped  home  by  two 
strangers.  The  physician  attended  me  for  several 
weeks  without  much  success  as  to  my  full  rcovery, 
and  finally  recommended  me  to  leave  business  and 
go  into  the  country. 

After  several  months'  trial,  I  found  that  I  was 
growing  worse,  so  much  so  that  I  was  obliged  to 
give  up  business  entirely.  On  my  physician  recom- 
mending a  trip  to  Europe.  I  went  to  Paris  and  placed 
myself  under  the  treatment  of  an  eminent  i)hysician. 
Tile  result  is  that  T  am  much  better  now,  hut  not 
entirely  recovered  from  the  blow.  I  sacrificed  :t;ti000 
or  $8li00  in  settling  my  affairs  in  order  to  leave 
promptly,  as. advised.  Three  years'  suspension  from 
business,  together  with  doctor's  bills,  medicine,  etc., 
making  a  sum  total  of  $40,000  in  money,  besides  the 
mental  and  physical  suffering  which  I  have  under- 
gone. 
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Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Lewis  Clapp  $550,  for  land 
taken  to  widen  Cottage  street. 

Order  to  pay  Edward  .Jordan  1^2230,  for  land  taken 
for  the  extension  of  Washington  street;  to  be  charged 
to  the  Washington-street  Jixtension  Loan. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FKOM    THE    BOARD     OF      DIRECTORS 
FOR  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Sayward  submitted  the  following  com- 
munications from  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions : 

Boston,  May  9,  1873. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Cowicil  of  Boston  :  Gen- 
tlemen— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions respectfully  recommend  a  change  in  section 
7  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  this  Board  (page  403, 
Laws  and  Ordinances,  1869,)  which  requires  them  to 
advertise  for  supplies  and  materials  to  be  obtained 
which  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  $3000;  and  also  in 
section  8  of  the  same  ordinance,  so  that  the  reports 
of  the  hoard  may  be  made  annually,  instead  of  quar- 
terly. Eespectfully, 

J.  P.  Bradlee, 

President. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Boston,  May  9,  1873. 

To  the  Honm''able  the  City  Council  of  Boston:  Gen- 
tlemen— In  September  last,  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  City  Council  setting  forth  the  fact  that  the 
rooms  occupied  by  the  Board  were  inadequate  for 
the  coiistantly  increasing  business  of  the  institu- 
tions, and  requesting  the  Council  to  provide  miore 
suitable  accommodations. 

The  Board  now  respectfully  review  the  request 
contained  in  that  communication,  and  earnsetly  de- 
sire the  favorable  consideration  of  the  City  Council. 
The  demand  for  more  suitable  otHces  seems  to  the 
Board  to  be  imperative,  and  the  contemplated  erec- 
tion of  a  fire-proof  vault  for  the  Treasury  Department 
will  render  one  room  entirely  useless  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  now  occupied. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Board). 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

REPORT   ON  FIRE   INSURANCE   DISTRICTS. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Assessor's  Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  relation  to  the  division 
of  the  city  into  fire-insurance  districts,  as  required 
by  the  eighteenth  section  of  chapter  375  of  the  acts 
of  1872,  having  carefully  considered  the  subject, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That,  with  the  approval  of  the  Insurance 
Commissioner  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  city  of  Boston  be  divided  into  thirty-one  . 
fire-insurance  districts,  as  shown  on  the  plan  prepared 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  May  1,  A.  D.  1873,  the 
specifications  of  said  districts  being  as  follows: 

[Districts  1  and  2  are  comprised  within  the  territory 
of  East  Boston,  and  divided  by  the  line  of  the  Eastern 
Railroad;  districts  3,  4  and  5  are  in  the  territory  of 
Ward  2;  district  6,  Ward  3,  as  at  present  defined;  dis- 


tricts 7,  8,  9,  10,  11  and  12  in  Ward  4;  13  to  19  in  Ward 
5;  20,  Ward  6:  21,  Ward  8;  22  and  23,  Ward  7;  24,  Ward 
12;  2o,  Ward  10;  20,  Ward9;  27,  Ward  11;  28,  Ward  15; 
29,  Ward  14;  30,  Ward  13;  31,  Ward  16.] 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stel.l)iiis,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims  on  the  claims  of  Uolohan  & 
Maguire  and  Smith  &  McGaragie,  for  work  on  the 
smallpox  hospital  destroyed  by  tire,  was  taken  up, 
when  he  moved  to  accept  so  much  of  the  report 
as  related  to  the  claim  of  Holohan  &  Maguire. 

Alderman  Power  inquired  what  effect  its  accept- 
ance would  have  on  the  other  claim  of  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garagie. 

Alderman  Quincy  and  Stebbins  each  said  it  would 
not  affect  any  action  on  the  claim  of  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garagie, and,  at  the  request  of  Alderman  Power,  the 
Chair  ruled  that  it  would  have  no  effect. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  one  member  of  the 
Board  was  absent  who  took  much  interest  in  this 
sub.iect,  and  desired  to  vote  upon  it,  and  although  he 
might  not  vote  as  he  should  on  one  branch  of  the 
claims,  as  far  as  he  was  personally  concerned  he  was 
ready  to  act,  but  thought  it  would  be  better  to  lay 
the  subject  over. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  in  accordance  with  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair,  as  this  will  not  affect  the  other 
claim,  he  could  not  see  any  impropriety  in  passing  it 
novv,  as  there  was  no  objection  to  it,  and  the  gentle- 
man who  was  absent  could  vote  on  the  other  at  an- 
other time. 

Alderman  Sayward  inquired  if  the  passage  of  this 
part  of  the  report  would  cut  off  the  other,  and  Alder- 
man Brown  desired  to  make  two  separate  questions. 

Alderman  Quincy  stated  that  there  would  be  no 
ditticulty  in  the  proposed  action,  for  the  difficulty  in 
the  former  case  was  in  the  proposed  sujistitulion  of 
the  report  of  the  minority  for  that  of  the  majority. 
There  could  be  no  objection  so  far  "as  related  to  the 
claim  of  Holohan  &  Maguire  that  it  may  be  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  that  action  sliould  be 
postponed  in  the  absence  of  a  member  of  the  Board, 
and  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table.    . 

Alderman   Stebbins  stated  that    the    Board   were 

uuanimcmsly   in  favor  of  paying  the   claim  of  the 

plumbers,  who  were  in  need  of  the  money,  and,  there 

could  be  no  objection  to  the  passing  of  that  portion 

,  of  the  report. 

Alderman  Quincy  stated  that  in  a  conversation 
with  the  absent  member,  he  was  convinced  he  would 
vote  for  the  order. 

The  Chair  stated  that  his  ruling  had  not  been 
changed,  but  the  question  was  different.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  motion  could  not  prevent  any  one  from 
putting  111  an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  other 
claim.  But  should  this  be  passed,  it  would  go  to  the 
Council,  and  it  might  be  as  well  to  have  the  whole  go 
together. 

I'lie  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

ORDER  OP  NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  D.  R.  M'^hitney.  for  permission  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  on  a  wharf  on  new 
street  near  the  corner  of  Sumner  street.  East  Boston. 
Hearing  Tuesday,  June  3,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 
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eiTY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Ooinmon  Oomicil, 


MAY    15,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meetiug  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  at  eight  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  the'  roll  was 
called,  when  a  quorum  appeared  to  lie  present,  as 
follows: 

Barnes,  Blackmar,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Caton,  Col- 
lins, Cudworth,  Dacey,  Darrow,  Denny,  Flatle}', 
Harrington,  Hine,  Kelley,  Kiugsley,  Lamb,  Loring, 
Madden,  McCue,  McKeunej^  Page,  Pickering,  Pres- 
cott,  Thacher,  Tower,  Train,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells, 
West,  Weston,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods. 

PAPBKS  FROM  THE  BOABD  OP  ALBERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  George  S.  Keyes,  Company  I,  First 
Regiment,  heirs  of  Nathan  Ward,  and  the  requests  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  were 
severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Hayweigher  of  the 
North  Scales,  and  the  Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit 
were  severally  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  of  Jane 
Marsters,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  from  an  alleged  de- 
fect in  Revere  street;  of  Hannah  D.  Green,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  from  a  fall  in  East  Chester  park. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Report  and  order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of 
not  exceeding  ,$5000,  for  improving  Independence 
square.  South  Boston. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  Elliot  Ritchie,  of  $4078  75, 
for  furnishmg  502  tons  of  coal  for  the  East  Boston 
ferries. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting  and 
publishing  an  abstract  of  the  business  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  City  Cotmcil,  for  one  year,  at  not  exceed- 
ing $4500. 

Orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of  7000  feet  of  land 
on  Dudley  and  Forest  streets,  at  not  exceeding  f  1  50 
per  square  foot,  as  a  site  for  Hook  &  LadderHouse 
Four;  and  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  of 
$12,000  for  the  purchase  of  said  land,  and  for  plans 
tor  such  house. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of  Engine  No.  18,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,500. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
house  of  Engine  No.  7,  at  an  estirhated  cost  of 
$1500. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage 
in  house  of  Engine  No.  23,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1500. 

The  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petitions  of 
Beacon  Base  Ball  Club  and  others,  for  the  use  of  the 
northwestern  portion  of  the  Common  as  a  play 
ground,  being  under  consideration,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whiston  of  W^ard  8  the  majority  and  minority  reports 
were  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  authorizing  plans  and  estimates  to  be  pro- 
cured for  construction  of  an  English  high  and  Latin 
schoolhouscs  upon  land  purchased  for  the  purpose 
on  Warren  avenue. 

Order  authorizing  plans  and  estimates  to  be  pro- 
cured for  construction  of  a  primary  schoolhouse,  on 
Newbury  and  Exeter  streets. 

Resolve  and  order  for  widening  Congress  street 
between  Water  and  State  streets,  at  an  adjudged  ex- 
pense of  $484,62(1    (Printed  City  Doc,  No.  ks,  1873.) 

Orc'er  authorizing  seven  music  stands  to  be  pro- 
cured, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1500. 
•  The  second  order  was  amended  by  substituting 
"Newbury"  for  "Marlborough,"  as  it  was  written, 
which  Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  (j  said  was  an  error,  un- 
accounted for. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Jefferson  D.  Merritt,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries 
to  his  property  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  C'onant 
street.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

William  Pope  and  others,  for  a  bathing  house  for 
women  and  girls  at  Commercial  Point.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Bathing. 

South  Boston  Iron  Company,  Fulton  Foundry  and 
others,  for  a  hose  company  in  Engine  House  No.  15. 

W.  H.  Mumler,  with  reference  to  a  telegraph  system 
in  connection  with  steam-tire  engines. 


Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment. 

J.  T.  Gurney,  for  leave  to  construct  hoistways 
and  platforms  outside  of  a  building  No.  24  Warren 
street.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

S.  Weld  and  others,  for  an  investigation  into  a  con- 
tract in  relation  to  city  offal.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Health. 

Petitions  of  P.  H.  Rogers  and  others,  for  accept- 
ance of  Whitney  street,  and  of  Matthew  Gateley,  tor 
the  grading  and  improvement  of  Mechanic  street, 
were  ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  presented  the  petition  of  J.  M. 
Merrill  and  108  others,  that  Madison  square  may  be 
graded,  fenced,  etc.,  and  on  his  request  the  petition 
was  read,  setting  forth  that  in  consequencQ  of  repre- 
sentations made"  to  them  that  the  city  would  place 
said  square  in  an  improved  condition,  they  had  in- 
vested their  money  there  in  houses.  Instead  thereof 
they  find  it  impossible  to  induce  people  to  become 
occupants  of  the  houses  there.  The  appearance  of  a 
block  of  houses  badly  built  and  nearly  falling,  the 
failure  to  fill  up  and  grade  the  square'  have  caused 
the  property  to  depreciate  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
ruin  many  who  embarked  in  the  enterprise.  They 
therefore  request  that  measures  be  adopted  to  hasten 
the  improvements  proposed  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Shaw  made  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
square,  and  of  the  land  and  buildings  in  tlie  vicinity, 
the  land  sinking  and  uneven,  sidewalks  out  of  cn-der, 
buildings  settling,  etc.,  of  which  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge until  recently.  For  the  purpose  of  having  the 
whole  condition  of  the  territory  Investigated,  he 
moved  a  reference  of  the  petitions  to  the  Committees 
on  Streets  and  Common. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  said  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  Com- 
mon. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  also  objected  to  referring  the 
matter  to  two  committees,  when  it  would  be  better 
considered  by  one  committee. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  hoped  that  by  referring  to  the 
two  committees  the  whole  subject  would  be  better 
understood,  and  all  the  improvements  required  would 
be  provided  for,  but  he  would  modify  his  motion  to  a 
reference  only  to  Committee  on  Common. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  he  had  noticed  that  two 
blocks  of  buildings  had  been  closed  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  were  to  be  moved,  and  he  could 
not  see  what  the  Committee  on  the  Omimon  could 
have  to  do  with  that  part  of  the  improvements  in  that 
neighborhood. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Ward  15  said  he  was  very  familiar 
with  that  neighborhood,  and  knew  that  it  requires  a 
great  deal  of  looking  into.  The  sidewalks  were  in 
the  worst  possible  condition,  and  settled  out  of 
shape,  and  the  buildings  were  settled. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  13  inquired  if  the  streets  in 
that  vicinity  had  been  accepted. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  replied  that  the  streets  had 
not  been  accepted,  and  further,  that  the  (Committee 
on  Streets  had  nothing  to  do  with  sidewalks,  which 
belonged  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  reference  to  Committee  on  Common  was 
carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM   THE   SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

The  following  orders  from  the  School  Committee 
■were  read:  > 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to 
purchase  a  lot  of  land  and  erect  thereon  a  primary- 
school  building,  of  not  less  than  four  rooms,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Quincy  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to 
provide  additional  accommodations  for  the  primary 
school  in  Francis  street,  in  the  Comins  School  Dis- 
trict. 

The  orders  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

CITY  treasurer's  ACCOUNTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  F.  U.  Tracy, 
City  and  County  Treasurer,  transmitting  his  accounts 
as  Treasurer  for  the  financial  year  ending  April  ;^0. 

The  accounts  as  Treasurer,  'show  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures to  the  amount  of  $18,096,295  90,  with  cash 
on  hand  April  :30,  of  $2,80;3,.597  :36,  and  a  balance  of 
$886, (iOl  .54.  As  County  Treasurer,  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  amounted  to  $;«7.319  85,  with  a  balance 
of  $200,190  72,  which  with  $686,410  82,  make  the  bal- 
ance as  above,  886,601  .54. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

reports  of  committees. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  -loint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Captain  M.  J.  Dunne,  Company  B.  Ninth  Reg- 
iment of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  for  "an  'increase  in   the 


MAY       15,       1873 


204 


allowance  for  rent  of  armory  of  said  company,  made 
a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum 
of  .fHOl)  per  annum,  from  April  1, 1873,  until  otherwise 
ordered,  for  rent  of  armory  of  Conipanv  B.  Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  in  liull  No.  57?' 
Washington  street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  IG,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Isaac  Jr".  Clark  and  others,  that  a  horse 
hose  carriage  be  located  in  Longwood,  Ward  15, 
after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  snb.iect.  are  of 
the  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners ought  to  be  granted,  and  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land,  and  erect 
thereon  a  suitable  house  for  a  horse  hose  company. 
Accepted,  and  referred  to  ('ommittee  (m  Public 
Building. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  from  the  City  Council  to  procure 
plans  and  estimates  for  a  new  police  station  house  on 
land  belonging  to  the  city,  on  Fourth  street,  between 
K  and  L  streets,  South  Boston,  made  a  report,  as  fol- 
lows: 

They  are  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  same  plan 
as  used  in  the  erection  of  the  new  station  house,  No, 
9,  Boston  Highlands,  il  being  well  adapted  for  the 
purposes  of  the  South  Boston  district.  They  have 
consulted  with  the  Committee  on  Police,  who  are 
favorable  to  using  the  plans,  as  proposed.  The  com- 
mittee cotimale  that  for  the  erection  of  such  a  build- 
ing the  sum  of  $4.5,000  will  be  required,  and  would 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  erect  a  police  station  house  on 
Fourth  street,  between  K  and  I  streets,  on  land  be- 
longing to  the  city,  from  plans  used  in  the  erection 
of  Police  Station  House  No.  9,  Boston  Highlands,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $4.5,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  $45,000;  the  same  to  be  applied  for 
the  erection  of  a  police  st.ition  house.in  South  Bos- 
ton. 

ORDER   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16— 
Whereas,  Messrs.  Gorshom  Sherman  and  Ehen 
Witherell,  acting  as  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
and  attached  to  Engine  Company  No.  5,  were  serious- 
ly injured  at  the  tire  on  Commercial  wharf,  July  2(>, 
1872,  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Ger- 
shom  Sherman  and  Ebon  Witherell  each  the  sum  of 
$200,  on  account  of  injuries  received  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  as  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment; suid  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Fire  Department. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE    EXTENSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  the  order  to 
pay  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation 
$225,000.  due  as  set  forth  in  the  indenture  between 
the  city  of  Boston  and  said  corporatitm.  dated  Sep- 
tember ;50,  1871,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Barnes  advocated  the  passage  of  the  order,  for 
the  purpo.se  of  securing  the  completion  of  the  ex- 
tension of  Colnmbus  avenue,  which  he  believed  would 
be  done  should  the  order  be  passed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  order  would  not  be 
passed,  for  he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his  mind 
from  the  opinion  expressed  by  him  last  week.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  order  wfeich  was  desirable  on  the 
part  of  'he  city,  and  it  was  more  than  ever  his  opin- 
ion that  it  was  entirely  wrong  to  take  the  position  in 
which  the  order  places  the  city.  He  would  challenge 
contradiction  from  any  legal  gentleman  that  the  city 
has  any  right  to  pay  one  cent  to  the  Providence  Rail- 
road Corporation  until  the  contract  made  with  that 
corporation  by  the  city  is  entirely  completed,  and  he 
would  ask  any  reasonable  person  present  if  his  posi- 
tion was  not  correct. 

By  what  right,  he  asked,  have  we  as  a  branch  of  the 
City  Council  to  vote  to  pay  $225,000  on  trust,  t-o  that 
corporation,  for  it  was  nothing  else  but  a  payment  on 
trust,  not  in  accordance  with  the  contract?  By  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  which  he  found  in  City  Docu- 
ment No.  78,  it  was  as  plain  as  possible— as  plain  as 
the  English  language  could  make  it— that  they  could 
not  record  their  votes  to  defeat  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, for  it  was  nothing  short  of  that.  These  condi- 
tions, he  read,  and  remarking  upon  them,  he  said  the 
head  house  of  the  depot  was  in  the  way  of  the  exten- 
sion of  Columbus  avenue,  and  the  land  was  only  to  be  ' 
paid  for  under  a  proper  surnnder  of  it.  He  wished  to 


know  why  such  a  claim  was  made,  and  could  not  con- 
sent to  vote  for  the  order. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  wished  to  know  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  whether  on  a  passage  of  the  order 
they  could  have  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue, 
for  it  was  high  time  that  the  street  should  be  extend- 
ed for  public  convenience,  and  involving  the  improve- 
ment of  so  much  taxable  property,  it  was  time  that 
something  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7  stated  in  reply  that  the  exten- 
sion of  Columbus  avenue  was  laid  out,  and  runs 
through  this  laud,  and  if  the  surrender  was  made,  as 
proposed,  the  extension  of  the  avenue  would  be  com- 
pleted this  season. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  said  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  passage  of  the  order.  The  railroad  corporation 
wishes  to  stirrender  a  portion  of  the  land,  and  retain 
another  small  portion  for  a  year,  for  which  they  are 
willing  to  pay  $(i000  as  interest.  Comparing  the' price 
to  be  paid  with  sales  on  the  Back  Bay  not  so  eligible, 
he  did  not  think  it  an  unreasonable  price,  and  instead 
of  being  a  violation  of  the  contract,  it  was  simply  a 
modification  of  it,  for  which  the  corporation  is  will- 
ing to  pay  an  equivalent. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  declared  that  the  railroad  cor- 
poration was  not  entitled  to  a  cent,  and  instead  of 
giving  the  city  the  use  of  $100,000,.  for  a  year,  the  city 
was  in  effect  loaning  the  corporation  .$225,000  for  a 
year.  Columbus  avenue  cannot  be  extended  without 
the  removal  of  the  head  house  of  the  depot;  and  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  a  copy  of  which  ho  had 
procured  today,  they  were  obliged  to  surrender  the 
entire  property  on  or  before  the  29th  June  next.  It 
would  be  better  for  the  city  to  insist  upon  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  contract,  for  the  order  vi'as  nothing  more 
than  to  give  them  another  year  for  Its  fulfilment. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  he  did  not  say  that  the  corpora- 
tion was  entitled  to  pay  until  the  property  was  sur 
rendered;  but  the  question  was  whether  they  were 
willing  to  take  a  surrender  of  a  part  and  pay  for  that 
much,  leaving  a  portion  for  which  interest  will  be 
paid. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  hoped  no  one  would  be  misled 
by  the  statement  of  interest  to  be  allowed,  for  there 
was  not  a  word  about  interest  in  the  contract.  The 
passage  of  the  order  would  put  back  the  improve- 
ments proposed  for  one  year,  and  already  property 
had  depreciated  in  value  in  that  vicinity,  on  account 
of  the  delay  in  carrying  out  the  extension  of  Colum- 
bus avenue  and  Eliot  street.  An  estate  had  recently 
been  sold  for  .f26,.50O  which  cost  upwards  of  $;30.000. 
involving  a  loss  of  from  $.5000  to  $10,000,  and  he  had 
been  assured  by  one  who  knows,  that  the  head 
house  is  directly  in  the  way  of  the  extension  of 
Columbus  avenue. 

The  question  was,  must  the  city  succumb  to  this 
corporation?  must  we  submit  to  their  ipse  dixit,  or 
act  upon  our  own  interests?  Unless  it  can  be  shown 
where  it  is  beneficial  to  the  city,  and  it  was  not 
shown  or  attempted  to  be  shown  that  it  was  for  the 
city"s  interests,  he  could  not  vote  for  the  order.  It 
was  simply  for  the  convenience  of  the  railroad  cor- 
poration that  this  demand  was  made  to  put  back  this 
needed  improvement  for  one  year.  It  may  be  two 
years,  for  should  it  be  late  next  year  before  the 
surrender  is  made,  the  improvements  cannot  be  made 
during  the  year.  Practically  it  would  be  a  delay  of 
two  years,  and  he  would  desire  to  know  if  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Wards  8,  9  and  10,  who  are  so  much  in- 
terested, are  willing  to  consent  to  this  delay.  It  did 
not  affect  him,  but  he  urged  whether  tf.ey  had  not 
better  hold  on  to  what  they  have  and  not  submit 
to  the  demands  of  this  corporation. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  the  gentleman  was  continually 
harping  upon  the  extension  of  Eliot  street;  yet  there 
had  not  been  a  petition  for  the  extension  of  Eliot 
street,  and  the  committee  had  fully  considered  the 
subject,  and  were  of  the  opinion  that  nothing  would  be 
done  towards  the  extension  of  Eliot  street  this  year. 
It  was  the  determination  to  extend  Columbus  avenue 
this  year,  and  it  would  be  done  on  the  passage  of  this 
order.  The  city's  interests  would  be  protected  in  the 
matter,  and  whatever  was  done  would  be  made  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Pickering  replied  to  the  statement  relative  to 
interest,  that  it'was  true  interest  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  contract,  for  it  was  not  contemplated  that  the 
payment  of  interest  would  be  required.  But  how  was 
the  fact?  The  city  would  retain  $100,000  under  the 
order.  The  question  was  whether  they  should  pay  it 
now  or  next  year,  and  not  to  pay  it  now  was  as  good 
as  having  money  at  interest. 

Mr.  Page  said' the  statement  made  did  not  represent 
the  condition  of  things.  It  was  not  retaining  $100,- 
(100  hut  paying  $225,000,  which  was  not  due  until  the 
head  house  was  removed,  until  every  brick  and  stone 
upon  the  land  has  been  removed.  As  to  paying  them 
money,  they  were  not  legally    entitled    lo    any  until 
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the  contract  is  completed.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
contract,  they  were  to  remove  the  building  and  sur- 
render the  land  in  eighteen  months  after  Columbus 
avenue  is  laid  out,  and  a  portion  of  Church  street  is 
discontinued.  That  layins;  out  was  on  December  29, 
1871  and  the  ei£;htcen  months  will  expire  on  the  29th 
June.  The  land  belongs  to  the  city  on  the  29th  June, 
and  the  corporation  cannot  call  for  their  pay  and  can- 
not collect  a  cent  before  the  building  is  removed. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  it  appeared  to  be  clear, 
then,  upon  the  statement  just  made,  that  on  the  29th 
June  the  land  is  to  be  surrendered,  and  that  the  cUy 
is  to  pay  at  that  time,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
$325,000.  This  sum  they  have  literally  got  to  pay  in 
a  few  weeks.  But  the  Boston  &  Providence  Kailroad 
Company,  instead  of  requiring  the  city  to  pay  $325,- 
000,  ask  that  the  city  shall  pay  $225,000  on  condition 
that  they  shall  be  allowed  to  relain  a  portion  of  land 
which  the- city  does  not  want  at  present.  As  a  con- 
sideration the  city  may  extend  Columbus  avenue, 
and  retain  the  payment  of  $100,000  twelve  months  by 
allowing  the  railroad  corporation  to  continue  in  pos- 
session of  their  head  house  for  that  period  of  time. 
It  did  not  require  a  very  clear  head  to  understand  the 
advantage  of  the  proposition. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  the  advantage  was  alto- 
gether on  the  part  of  the  city.  The  city  would  gain 
in  not  being  required  to  pay  more  than  $225,000,  for 
the  extension  of  Eliot  street  was  not  contemplated 
the  present  year,  and  the  extension  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue would  not  require  the  removal  of  the  head  house. 
As  a  representative  of  Ward  9,  he  had  an  interest  in 
the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  today,  and  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  and  the  ward.  There  was 
not  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  _ 
the  city  to  make  this  change  in  the  contract,  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  voting'for  it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  l(i  said  the  gentleman  had  ex- 
pressed his  views  in  the  mattei-  exactly.  Until  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  land  upon  whicli  the  head 
house  stands  is  needed,  he  had  no  ob.iection  to  the 
■  passage  of  the  order,  and  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.'Shaw  said  the  matter  was  as  plain  to  him  the 
other  way  as  it  was  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9, 
as  he  viewed  it.  It  had  been  said  there  was  no  peti- 
tion for  the  extension  of  Eliot  street,  but  there  was 
no  necessity  for  it,  for  the  extension  of  Eliot  street 
was  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  whole  plan.  It  was  said 
too,  that  it  would  be  made  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  but  that  would  not  .iustify  them  in  stultify- 
ing themselves.  In  the  extension  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue, it  would  be  necessary  to  fix  the  grades  of  that 
and  the  ad.joining  territory,  to  lay  th'>  edgestones 
aud  the  sidewalks,  but.this  could  not  be  done  until 
the  entire  territory  was  surrendered. 

To  say  that  the  city  has  an  interest  in  the  passage 
of  the  order,  is  more  apparent  than  real.  The  ex- 
pense attending  the  delay  will  make  a  greater  differ- 
ence than  the  allowance  of  the  use  of  themoney.  He 
had  gone  over  this  matter  with  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, and  the  cost  to  the  city  would  be  nearer 
$10,000  than  $0000.  A  delay  of  two  years  in  carrying 
out  the  proposca  improvements  would  be  a  disgrace 
to  that  part  of  the  city.  He  could  not  see  where  any- 
thing could  be  saved,  or  in  what  single  item  the  city 
would  be  benefited.  The  corporation  had  received  a 
high  price  for  its  land,  and  should  be  satisfied  to  ful- 
fil its  contracts.  The  city  has  enough  to  do  to  pay 
its  own  debts,  and  it  may  be  thatrthis  corporation 
will  have  to  pay  some  not  contemplated.  There  is 
more  need  of  widening  some  streets  than  there  was 
of  widening  Water  street,  and  as  work  which  should 
be  done  and  imperatively  needed,  he  referred  to 
Beach  street,  in  its  liad  condition,  which  reciuired 
repaving. 


Mr.  Wilbirr  of  Ward  9  said  there  appeared  t-i  be  a 
discrepancy  in  the  statements  as  to  the  time  of  the 
fulfilment  of  the  contract.  If  the  land  was  to  be 
surrendered  in  September,  it  would  be  too  latp  to  do 
anything  during  that  season,  but  if  the  contract  Is 
completed  by  the  .30th  .June,  iic  Ijelieved  it  would  be 
best  to  carry  out  the  original  contract. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  the  Committee  on  Streets  had 
never  claimed  that  the  railroad  corporation  was  en- 
titled to  pay  until  the  land  was  delivered.  They 
came  to  the  City  Council  with  a  petition,  and  after  a 
most  patient  hearing,  the  committee  were  of  the 
opinion  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  retain  the 
head  house,  which  comprised  5600  feet  of  land  of  the 
value  of  $.5.5,000  for  a  year,  for  which  the  city  would 
retain  the  payment  of  $100,000.  This  was  agreed  to 
by  the  committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  So- 
licitor. Under  the  passage  of  the  order  Columbus 
avenue  may  be  extended  immediately. 

Mr.Page  said,  substantially,  the  extension  of  Colum- 
bus avenue  Is  a  matter  of  considerable  consequence  to 
a  large  number  of  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  and  it  is  because  in  my  opinion  the 
passage  of  this  order  will  delay  the  extension  of  the 
avenue  for  a  year,  or  perhaps  more,  that  I  oppose  it. 
In  order  that  I  might  know  the  exact  condition  of 
matters  I  procured  today  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  the 
original  contract  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  tlie  railroad  company  are  obliged  to  re- 
move its  buildings  of  every  kind  and  nature  on 
or  before  eighteen  months  from  the  day  that  Co- 
lumbus avenue  was  extended  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. That  was  done  on  the  29th  of  December,  1871, 
and  if  I  can  figure  correctly,  by  the  terms  of  that 
contract  the  railroad  company  are  obliged  to 
vacate  the  premises  purchased  by  the  city  on  or 
before  the  29th  of  June,  and  if  they  neglect  tore- 
move  their  head  house  before  tliat  time  it  is  for- 
feited to  the  city.  Now,  the  29th  of  June  is  but 
a  short  time  to  wait,  and  I  think  the  best  thing  the 
city  can  do  is  to  wait  until  that,  time  and  see  what 
the  state  of  affairs  will  be-  then,  for  I  believe  the 
passage  of  this  order,  instead  of  being  an  advantage 
to  the  city  and  advance  the  extension  of  Columbus 
avenue,  will,  on  the  contrary,  be  a  serious  disadvant- 
age to  both,  and  as  the  r.ailroad  company  are  not  en- 
titled to  any  money  until  the  premises  are  vacated 
by  them  I  see  no  good  reason  why  the  city  should 
not  insist  upon  the  full  enforcement  of  the  contract, 
In  regard  to  the  fact  as  to  whether  or  not  the  head 
house  interferes  with  the  extension  of  the  avenue,  I 
have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  in  City  Hal), 
who  has  considerable  to  do  with  streets,  that  Colum- 
bus avenue  csmnot  be  properly  laid  out  and  graded 
while  that  head  house  remains  in  its  present  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  had  the  assurance  of  the  City 
Solicitor  that  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue 
would  not  interfere  with  the  building. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  said  there  could  be  no 
doubt  in  the  matter  in  relation  to  the  extension  of 
the  avenue,  and  that  the  surrender  of  the  land  pro- 
posed would  be  all  that  was  necessary  at  present. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  that  the  matter  of  interest 
seemed  to  lay  heavy  on  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5. 
If  he  had  got  to  pay  $100,000  which  could  be  put  off 
to  next  year,  he  might  be  willing  to  give  $6000for  the 
delay,  and  in  this  case  the  delay  of  payment  was  a 
saving  of  interest.  The  subject  had  been  made  very 
clear  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Denny), 
and  he  did  not  need  to  say  more. 

The  order  failed  of  a  passage,  by  a  vote  of  15  to  34. 

Adjourned. 


206 


BOARD       OF       ALDERIVTEN. 


Proceedings  of  tlie  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    19,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men wa*  held  this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock.  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

JTJKORS   DRAWN. 

Twelve  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Supe- 
rior Court,  second  session,  for  civil  business.  , 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE    AND   CONFIRMED.. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay — George  O. 
Carpenter;  E.  H.  Simpson,  for  Long  wharf  audits 
vicinity;  T.  B.  Jordan,  for  Summer  street  and  its 
vicinity;  Jerome  Jones,  for  South-Market  street  and 
its  vicinity;  F.  S.  Davis,  for  Kilby  street  and  its 
vicinity;  John  J.  Clark,  for  Charles  street  and  its 
vicinity;  Charles  Marsh,  for  Boylston  street  and  its 
vicinity;  Charles  McGuinness,  for  the  Howard  Athe- 
naeum; Oliver  P.  Knowles,  for  Harvard  street  and 
Harrison  avenue;  S.  Sanborn,  for  the  First  Church; 
J.  H.  Richardson,  iu  the  employ  of  the  Bankers'  and 
Brokers'  Electric  Protective  Company;  James  F. 
Bailey,  for  Chickering's  factory  and  its  vicinity. 

Eailroad  Police  Officer— George  B.  Mead,  "in  the 
employment  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  ISTl,  chapter  y.31. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

W.  B.  Pike,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
six  horses  on  Bolton  street.  No.  303. 

J.  Dinsmore,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Trenton  street.  No.  143. 

E'rancis  W.  Kittredge,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Eglestou  square,  between 
Walnut  and  Shawmut  avenues. 

A.  D.  Gould,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stahle 
for  two  horses  on  Marcella  street,  between  Centre  and 
Highland  streets. 

Wilcutt  &  Grant,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Bowdoin  avenue,  near  Union 
avenue. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

James  Gilmore,  for  removal  of  a  lobster  harrow 
from  S2}4  Leverett  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Matthew  Gateley  and  others,  that  Mechanic  street 
in  Ward  1.5  be  graded. 

Edward  Foster  and  others,  that  Warwick  street  be 
graded,  etc. 

W.  H.  J.  Cai'ter,  that  the  name  of  Dillaway  place 
be  changed  to  Carter  place. 

Charles  H.  Nudd  and  others,  that  Windsor  street 
may  be  put  in  order. 

Robert  Marsh  and  others,  that  Salem  street  be 
paved  between  Prince  and  Parmenter  streets  with 
granite  blocks. 

S.  G.  Chcevcr,  for  sidewalks  at  Nos.  23-27  Highland 
avenue,  Roxbury. 

Edward  P.  M'Nulty,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Savin-Hill  avenue. 

James  Gushing  and  others,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Highland  avenue,  Lewis  park,  etc. 

Michael  H.  Keenan  and  others,  for  sidewalks,  etc., 
on  Ward  street.  Ward  12. 

P.  A.  Howard  and  others,  that  Egleston  square  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

William  JDanforth  and  others,  that  sidewalks  be 
laid  on  Sixth  street,  between  Dorchester  and  F 
streets. 

M.  G.  Keltou  and  others,  that  Emerson  street,  be- 
tween K  and  M  streets,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

A.  Shuman  and  others,  that  a  sidewalk  be  laid  in 
Vernon  street,  between  Washington  street  and  Shaw- 
mut avenue. 

Peter  Higgins  and  others,  that  edgestones  be  set  iu 
Dale  street. 

Martin  Fay  and  others,  for  sidewalks  to  be  laid  in 
Bainbridge  street. 

N.  M.  Jewett  and  others,  that  edgestones  be  set  on 
Trenton  street  from  Brooks  to  Eagle  street. 

Thomas  Gogin,  for  sidewalks  on  Thomas  street, 
between  G  and  Old  Harbor  streets. 

John  Glennan,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  282 
Dorchester  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

John  S.  Weekt,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Weeks  wharf  beyond  the  legal  dimensions. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings. 

Samuel  G.  Reed,  for  the  extension  of  the  Warren- 
street  sewer  to  Grove  Hall. 

C.  M.  King.sley  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Fruit 
street,  from  Blossom  street  to  North  Anderson  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Samuel  S.  Gay  and  others,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
and  trees  be  removed  frcnn  Vernon  street,  between 
Washington  street  and  Shawmut  avenue. 


Referred  to  Committees  on  Paving  and  Common  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

William  Priesing  and  others,  for  lamps  in  Smith- 
street  place  and  Phillips  street. 

James  Lakeman,  than  a  gas  lamp  be  placed  and 
lighted  in  Page's  court. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Thomas  W.  Carter,  for  alteration  of  his  building  on 
Hospital  wharf.  Referred  to  Conmiittee  on  Public 
Lands. 

National  Lancers,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  June 
14,  on  the  occasion  of  their  anniversary.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  B'aneuil  Hall. 

Heirs  of  Samuel  Whitwell,  for  additional  compen- 
sation for  land  taken  on  Hanover  street.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

QUARTERLY  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FANEUIL 
HALL   MARKET. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  shows  the  receipts  to  have  been 
for  the  quarter  ending  April  30,  as  follows: 

Received  for  rent  of  stalls $10,396  50 

"  "  cellar.^ 5,385  00 

"  permiiiicnt  iiiilMiilc  shiiuls 723  75 

"  weigliiiiK  ;>l  iii;n-l;i't  scales... 96  29 

"  rent  (jf  stalls  in  new  market 3,030  00 

1,463  50 

Total .• $21,094  04 

all  of  which  has  been  paid  iHto  the  City  Treasury. 
Ordered  to  be  placed  on  tile. 

ADDITIONAL   APPROPRIATION   FOR   WATER. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Water  Board: 

Boston,  Mav  19,  1873. 

To  the  City  Council— The  Cochituate  Water  Board 
respectfully  represents  that  a  special  appropriation 
of  $11.5,000  is  required  for  the  extension  of  main  pipes 
in  Wards  13,  14,  15  and  16.  As  those  wards  are  rap- 
idly increasing  in  population  there  is  an  immediate 
necessity  for  the  appropriation. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  citv  of 
Boston  to  take  land  on  Parker  Hill,  Boston  High- 
lands, for  the  construction  of  a  reservoir  has  received 
the  Governor's  approval.  A  copy  of  this  act  is  in- 
closed with  this  communication. 

The  report  cf  the  City  Engineer,  which  has  already 
been  submitted  to  the  City  Council,  states  that  the 
approximate  cost  of  the  reservoir  will  be  $234,000. 
It  being  of  great  importance  that  work  upon  the 
reservoir  shall  be  commenced  without  delay,  in  order 
to  insure  its  completion  before  the  coming  winter, 
we  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  aboveisum  be  ap- 
priated  for  that  purpose. 

John  A.  Haven, 
Presidetit  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water, 

SCHEDULE    OF   CITY   LEASES. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Auditor,  giving  a 
schedule  of  the  leasee  owned,  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
as  follows: 

Under  iurisdlction  of  the  Committee  ou  Widen- 
ing Streets,  as  per  schedule l?4,160 

Under  Committee  on  Fort-Hill  Improvement,  as 

per  schedule 19,513 

Greenhouse,  Public  Garden,  John  Galvin SfidO 

Market  House 84,211 

Under  jurisdiction  of  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings     35,564 

Public  land,  as  per  schedule 11,100 

$157,548 
Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

UNFINISHED     BUSINESS. 

The  following  order  and  ordinance  were  passed: 
Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore  grant- 
ed to  the  Metropolitan  Railn  ad  Company  to  lay 
down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  an  additional  track  in  Shawmut  avenue,  from 
Cliff  street  to  Bartlett  street;  also  a  single  trade  in 
Bartlett  street,  from  the  tracks  in  Shawmut  avenue 
to  a  point  two  hundred  feet  west  of  the  westerly  line 
ofsaid  Shawmut  avenue,  with  a  curved  track  from 
said  single  track  into  the  estate  owned  by  said  Metro- 
politaa  Railroad  Company,  on  said  Bartlett  street. 
Said  company  shall  also  have  the  right  to  construct 
a  curved  track  from  the  present  track  in  Shawmut 
avenue,  opposite  the  foot  of  St.  James  street,  into 
the  estate  owned  by  said  company,  on  the  westerly 
side  of  said  Shawmut  avenue.  The  right  to  lay  down 
the  tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  the  tracks,  the 
precise  location  of  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  pavement  used  In 
paving  said  track,  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them.  Also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  position 
of  the  track  now  located  in  Shawmut  avenue  hetween 
ClifE  and  Bartlett  streets  shall   be  so  changed  that 


MAY       19 


187  3 


207 


when  the  two  tracks  nre  laid  down,  the  outer  rail  of 
each  shall  be  equally  distant  from  the  centre  line  of 
said  Shawmiit  avenvie. 

Also  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Metrop»litan 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location, 
and  agree  in  wiitiiig  to  comply  with  its  several  condi- 
tions and  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the 
Cir.y  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  pas- 
sage; otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Ordinance  to  establish  the  almshouse  at  Deer 
Island  as  a  suitable  place  of  detention  for  neglected 
children  under  sixteen  years  of  age. 

PArERS  FKOM   THE    COMMON    COUNCII,. 

The  petitions  of  the  South  Boston  Iron  Company 
and  others,  William  Pope  and  others^  J.  T.  Gurney, 
William  H.  Mumleiv  S.  Weld  and  others,  Jefferson 
D.  Merritt,  and  of  J.  H.  Morrill  and  others,  were 
severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  annual  accounts  of  City  Treasurer  for  1872-73 
were  received,  arid  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Treasury  Department. 

The  request  of  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Francis-street  School;  also,  for 
a  new  schoolhouse  (primary)  on  Blue-Hill  avenue 
and  Quincy  street,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  in  concurrence. 

The  report  in  favor  of  erecting  a  house  for  horse 
hose  carriage  on  L  Migwood.  avenue  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pirblic  Buildings,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in    concnrrcnee: 

Orders  to  pay  G.  Sherman  and  Bben  V^etherell 
$200  each,  for  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  as  firemen. 

Order  authorizing  plans  and  estimates  to  be  pro- 
cured for  construction  of  an  English  high  and  Latin 
schoolhouse,  upon  land  purchased  for  the  purpose  on 
Warren  aveniie. 

Order  authorizing  seven  music  stands  to  be  pro- 
cured, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1500. 

The  order  authorizing  plans  and  estimates  to  be 
procured  for  construction  of  a  primary  schoolhouse 
on  Marlborough  and  Exeter  streets,  coming  up 
amended  by  striking  out  "Marlborough"  and  insert- 
ing "Newbury,"  on  motion  of  Alderman  Ganield  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Gafheld  offered  tlie  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  May  2,  187.3,  au- 
thorizing the  Treasurer  to  borrow  $60,000  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  pui'chase  of  land  for  a  primary  school  in 
Ward  (j,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  "Ward  <)."' 

Alderman  Gaftield  stated  that  a  clerical  error  was 
made  in  the  report  in  rrlation  to  the  location,  which 
this  and  the  amendment  to  the  other  order  corrects, 
growing  out  of  a  change  from  the  former  proposed 
location  of  the  schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  whether  it  was  de- 
signed to  build  the  schoolhouse  the  present  year,  and 
staled  that  he  had  some  difficulty  in  making  out  the 
location,  the  land  not  being  completely  graded. 

Alderman  (Jaflield  replied  that  it  was  uot  expected 
to  do  more  than  procure  plans  and  estimates  the  pres- 
ent year,  much  time  being  recinired  for  the  erection 
of  such  a  schoolhouse. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  the  other  order  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  passed,  as  amended. 

SMALLPOX-HOSPITAL   CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  on  the 
claims  of  Holohan  &  Maguire  and  Smith  &  McGara- 
gle,  for  work  done  on  the  smallpox  hospital. 

The  motion  was  carried,  when  Alderman  Q,nincy 
asked  leave  to  make  a  supplementary  minority  re 
port. 

Alderman  Stebbins  raised  the  inquiry  whether  the 
question  in  order  was  not  on  his  motion  to  adopt  so 
much  of  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
as  virovides  for  the  passage  of  the  order  to  pay  the 
claim  of  Holohan  &  Maguire. 

Alderman  Q.uincy  said  he  had  asked  leave  simply 
to  introduce  a  supplementary  minority  report.  On 
its  introduction,  then  a  motion  to  substitute  a  por- 
tion of  the  i-eport  could  be  acted  upon.  As  no  action 
had  been  t.akcn  on  the  subject,  he  believed  it  to  be  in 
acc,(jrdance  with  parliamentary  usage  to  allow  the 
submission  of  a  supplementary  report. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  made  a  motion  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board  to  accept  so  much  of  the 
re])orl  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  as  allows  and 
pays  the  claims  of  Holohan  &  Maguire. 

'i'he  Chair  stated  that  Alderman  Q.uincy  had  asked 
permission  to  introduce  a  minority  report. 

Alderman  Sayward  inquired  if  there  was  any  mo- 
tion pending. 

Alderman  Stebbins  staled  his  mot,ion  again,  and 
that  its  action  would  not  affect  the  queslion  of  the 
claim  of  Smith  &  McCilaragie. 

Alderman  Q.uincy  said  he  did  not  now  intend  to 
make  any  motion  in  relation  to  (he  re])ort,  except 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  an  addilional  rejjorl. 

The  Chair  stated  that  leave  would  be  given  if  no 
objection  was  made. 


Alderman  Stebbins  objected. 

Alderman  Gaftield  stated  that  if  the  presentation  of 
the  report  would  only  occupy  five  minutes,  he  hoped 
that  objection  to  its  introduction  would  be  with- 
drawn. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  was  in  favor  of  paying 
the  claim  of  Holohan  &  Maguire  even  if  his  report 
should  be  accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins  urged  the  disposal  of  the  claim 
of  Holohan  &  Maguire,  and  then'they  could  act  upon 
the  other  upon  its  merits. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  they  Irad  now  majority  and 
minority  reports,  and  he  wished  to  know  if  the  com- 
mittee wished  to  make  another  report. 

Alderman  Quincy  replied  that  he  did. 

Alderman  Sayward  wished  further  to  know  If  the 
.\lderman  had  uot  signed  one  minority  report. 

Alderman  Q,uincy  replied  that  he  had  uot. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
groitnd  of  objection,  since  it  was  stated  that  the  in- 
troduction of  the  report  would  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration  one  way  or  the  other,  and 
he  hoped  the  introduction  of  the  report  would  be  al- 
lowed. 

A^lderman  Stebbins  withdrew  his  objections. 

Alderman  Q,uincy  then  submitted  his  report,  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of 
Messrs.  Smith  &  McGaragle  and  Holohan  &  Maguu-e, 
respectfully  asks  leave  to  present  the  following  addi- 
tional minority  report: 

In  order  clearly  to  present  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  undersigned  bases  his  conclusion,  it  is  essential 
to  briefly  review  the  facts  as  they  were  brought  be- 
for-e  the  committee. 

By  a  contract  under  seal,  the  builders  irndertook  to 
complete  this  work  within  a  specified  time,  and  the 
city  contracted  to  pay  them  tlierefor  the  sum  of  $16,- 
200  at  such  times  and" in  such  sums  as  the  committee 
would  approve.  By  a  stipitlation  common  to  all  such 
contracts,  the  builders  were  held  to  insure  the  build- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  the  City  as  soon  as  the  roof 
should  be  on.  As  the  work  approached  completion, 
the  city,  mMx  the  builders'  consent,  put  in  some 
stoves  in  order  to  hasten  and  help  alon.g  the  work  of 
drying  the  walls.  One  or  two  other  articles  were  put 
in  by  the  city,  and  a  watchman  stationed  there  dur- 
ing the  night,  with  the  builders"  consent. 

On  the  night  of  the  conflagration  Mr.  Smith,  be- 
fore leaving  the  building,  made  a  careful  examination 
of  all  the  stoves  in  which  there  was  fire,  intending, 
as  he  states  in  his  petition,  to  surrender  the  building 
to  the  city  the  next  day,  when  it  would  be  complete. 
Before  mornin,g  it  burned  down,  and  the  first  ques- 
tion is,  upon  whom  the  lossbevond  what  is  covered  by 
insurance  should  fall.  A  short  time  previously  the 
bnilders  haa  requested  an  advance,  and  were  told  by 
.  the  committee  that  to  get  it  they  must  comply  with 
the  insurance  claims.  They  did  so,  taking  <nit  poli- 
cies to  the  amount  of  .$10,000,  worded  as  follows: 
"William  Smith  &  Co.,  on  their  interest  as  contract- 
ors in  (describing  tiie  building)  payable  in  case  of 
loss  to  the  city  of  Boston.'" 

Thereupon  "the  city  advanced  them  $5000,  and 
whenever  the^insurance  money  shall  be  paid,  accord- 
ing to  the  policies,  they  will  have  an  undoubted  right 
■to  the  balance,  making  $10,000,  the  full  amount  in- 
sured. Had  they  chosen  to  insure  up  to  the  full  con- 
tract price,  they  would  have  received  it  from  the  un- 
derwriters. But  they  preferred  to  take  the  risk,  on 
which,  having  lost,  they  are  now  claiming  to  be  made 
whole  by  the  city.  iSTow  either  the  building  when 
destroyed  was  incomplete  and  in  the  contractors' 
possession,  or  it  was  (as  claimed)  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  complete  and  in  the  city's  nossession. 

In  the  first  case,  the  contractors  can  claiin  the  in- 
surance; in  the  latter  the  contract  price.  By  their 
present  petition  they  would  seem  to  endeavor  to  do 
both;  that  is,  they  claim  the  insurance,  and  thereby 
assume  that  their  "interest  as  contractors"  had  not 
ceased,  and  such  further  sum  as  shall  make  it  up  to 
the  full  contract  price,  thereby  assuming  that  their 
interest  had  ceased,  and  the  risk  was  the  "city's.  Now 
as  the  undersigned  is  informed,  the  underwriters  are 
shrewdly  postponing  payment  until  they  see  what 
attitude  the  city  wilT  take.  For  if  we,  by  granting 
the  petition,  acknowledge  the  possession  and  risk  to 
have  been  the  city's,  then  the  contractors'  risk  and 
interest,  and  not  the  builders'. was  the  thing  insured; 
and  these  risks  had  ceased  and  the  policies  are  void. 
The  questicni  seems  to  resolve  itself  into  this: 
"Shall  the  insuna's  pay  a  part  of  this  loss,  as  they 
agreed  to,  or  shall  the  city  pay  the  whole,  as  it  never 
agreed  to"'"  The  undersigned  canviot  Ibid,  in  view  of 
the  claimants"  own  testimony,  that  the  building  was 
completed  and  delivered  when  destroyed,  though  un- 
doubtedly it  would  hav<'  been  so  the  next  day.  But 
the  biiildei-s  must  have  understood  the  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  theii-  conlniel.  On  completion 
and  delivery  ■■  ilhin    the    spec^ified   time  a  handsome 
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gain  was  to  be  made,  but  on  the  other  hand,  until 
such  completion  and  delivery,  whatever  they  did 
not  see  fit  to  insure  was  at  their  risk.  On  this  con- 
tract they  have  jost;  on  other  lucrative  city  contracts 
they  have  gained,  antt  the  undersigned  cannot  see 
upon  what  jirinciijle  they  can  now  claim  to  be  made 
whole  out  of  the  public  treasury,  even  could  this  be 
done,  without  discharging  the  insurers,  unless  by  as- 
suming that  in  such  contracts  as  this  all  the  chance 
of  gain  is  to  be  on  one  side  and  all  risk  of  loss  on  the 
other. 

The  case  of  the  plumbers  was  somewhat  different. 
There  was  no  contract  in  writing  and  no  delivery 
necessary  on  completion,  inasmuch  as  the  work  was 
on  a  building  in  t)ie  possession  of  others.  The  addi- 
tional piece  of  evidence  which  induced  the  committee 
to  change  their  report  was  the  fact,  that  in  rendering 
a  subsequent  bill  the  firm  had  credited  the  city  with 
the  uncousumed  material  of  the  first  job,  and  the  city 
had  the  bill  accepting  such  credit.  On  this  point 
the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  is  as  follows: 

"Thefact  that  the  plumbing  materials  saved  from 
the  conflagration  were  appropriated  to  the  use  or 
benefit  of  the  city  is  evidence  tending  to  show  that 
those  who  received  them  for  the  city  supposed  that 
the  contractors  had  completed  their  job,  and  if  the 
persons  so  acting  for  the  city  had  authority  to  accept 
the  work  when  completed  their  action  as  described 
would  tend  pretty  strongly  in  favor  of  the  contrac- 
tors' claim." 

Assuming  that  the  plumbing  job  was  not  quite 
complete,  yet  in  the  absence  of  any  written  contract 
or  necessity  for  delivery,  the  undersigned  cannot  but 
think  that  a  claim  for  days'  work  and  materials  might 
be  sustained.  If  the  verbal  contract  was  proved,  then 
the  acceptance  of  the  credit  would  with  a  jury  tend 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  contractors.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  undersigned  concurs  with  the  majority  in 
their  recommendation  of  payment  of  the  plumbers' 
claim.  On  the  petition  of  the  builders,  regarding  the 
claim  for  $5000  of  the  insurance  when  collected,  as 
well  supported  in  law  and  fact,  he  recommends  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

S.  M.  QUINCT. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  m  excess  of  ,f  5000  collected 
by  the  City  Treasurer  on  certain  policies  of  insurance 
on  William  Smith  &  Company's  interest  as  contrac- 
tors in  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett  street,  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  be  paid  over  to  William  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garagle,  the  conti-actors  aforesaid. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  question  had  been  long 
enough  under  consideration  and  the  claim  of  Holo- 
han  &  Maguire  should  be  paid.  The  plumbers 
wished  thein  to  cease  talking  on  the  sirbject  and  pay 
their  claim.  The  City  Solicitor  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  city  was  legally  and  equitably  bound 
to  pay  the  claim,  and  he  moved  that  so  far  as  the  re- 
port recommended  the  payment  of  the  claim  of 
Holohan  &  Maguire,  it  be  accepted. 

Akierman  Gib.son  referred  to  the  statement  that 
the  City  Solicitor  had  given  his  opinion  that  they 
were  legally  bound  to  pay  the  plumbers'  bill,  yet  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  had  said  the  contract  was 
not  completed;  if  the  City  Solicitor  says  it  was  done 
we  are  bound  to  pay  it,  but  when  he  asked  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  he  said  it  was  not  done,  and 
he  would  like  to  know  where  the  City  Solicitor  found 
the  evidence  that  it  was  done. 

Alderman  Say  ward  replied  that  he  did  say  the  work 
was  not  done,  but  the  City  Solicitor  had  changed  his 
opinion  from  what  it  was,  and  if  they  waited  a  week 
or  two  longer,  perhaps  he  would  change  his  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  other  claim. 

Alderman  Gibson  wished  the  evidence  to  be  fur- 
nished whether  the  work  was  or  was  not  done;  if  it 
was  done,  he  was  willing  to  vote  to  pay  for  it;  but  if 
not,  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  did  not  know  what  rea- 
sons the  City  Solicitor  had  of  judging  of  the  matter, 
for  he  did  not  get  them  from  liis  statements.  But  it 
appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that 
a  verbal  contract  was  better  than  a  written  one. 
They  were  both  parallel  cases.  The  work  was  not 
done  in  either  case,  for  there  were  four  hours,  or  two 
or  one  hour's  work  to  be  done,  and  the  work  of  one 
was  delayed  by  the  other,  and  in  both  the  work  to  be 
done  was  extra  work  outside  of  their  contracts. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  in  relation  to  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor,  that  it  was  formed,  as  he  states, 
from  facts  submitted  to  him. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  was  hard  to  produce  the 
evidence.  He  had  asked  for  the  facts  on  which  the 
City  Solicitor  had  given  the  opinion  that  the  work 
was  done:  and  now  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
says  it  was  not  done. 

Alderman  Sayward  stated  that  the  evidence  was 
not  from  him,  but  from  the  Coinmittee  on  Claims. 

Alderman  Gaflield,  in  defence  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  replied  that  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  com- 


mittee the  City  Solicitor  was  not  present,  and  gave 
his  opinion  from  statements  to  him;  but  at  the  sec- 
ond meeting  he  was  present,  and  his  opinion 
was  formed  on  the  statements  drawn  up  by  iVlr.  Bug- 
bee.  The  difference  in  opinion  liotweeu  the  two  cases 
was  that  Holohan  &  Maguire  had  iheir  work  done  in 
a  building  not  theirs,  while  Smith  &  McGaraglc  own- 
ed the  building. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  there  was  a  misunder- 
standing in  regard  to  the  facts  which  were  submitted 
to  the  City  Solicitor.  These  facts  were  communicat- 
ed, not  by  a  member  of  this  Board,  but  by  a  member 
of  a  past  City  Government,  not  here  to  explain. 
That  gentleman  devoted  a  great  part  of  his  time  to 
the  work  of  building  the  smallpox  hospital,  and  it 
was  due  to  the  great  eti(u'ts  of  Br.  Jenks  that  it  was 
completed  in  so  short  a  time.  If  he  were  present  he 
could  answer  every  question  of  the  Alderman.  It  was 
Dr.  Jenks  and  not  Alderman  Sayward,  as  it  was  some- 
times supposed,  who  was  chairman  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  order  to  pay  Holo- 
han &  Maguire  $12-10  for  plumbing  work  done  on 
the  first  smallpox  hospital,  and  it  was  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  substitute  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  report  of  the  majority  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  transfer  and  assign  to  William  Smith 
&  Company  all  the  city's  interest  in  three  policies  of 
insurance  effected  by  said  Smith  &  Company  on  a 
building  which  they  had  contracted  to  erect  for  the 
city  of  Boston  as  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  -.iOth  of  December,  1872,  be- 
fore it  had  been  delivered  by  said  contractors. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  attach 
a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  order  to  each  of  said 
policies  of  insurance. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  he  was  willing  to 
have  the  order  lie  over,  and  stated  as  the  effect  of 
it  to  give  the  claimanls  .$10,000,  which  was  less  than 
the  amount  of  the  contract. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  that  his  additional  report 
be  printed,  which  was  carried. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  passagu  of  the  orders  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Gaffield  objected  to  passing  the  orders  at 
this  time,  believing  an  important  question  to  be  in- 
volved, in  relation  to  insurance. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  there  was  one  member  of 
the  Boai-d  absent,  which  was  a  good  reason  why  there 
should  be  delay  in  the  action  upon  the  orders. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  one  reading  of  the  orders,  but  he  wished  the  addi- 
tional report  to  go  to  the  other  branch  with  the  orders 
when  they  go  there. 

Alderman  Siiyward  believed  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jection to  action  today,  and  they  were  ready  any  day 
to  act  upon  the  subject.  There  had  been  report  after 
report,  and  any  objection  to  action  was  merely  for 
delay.  Besides  he  did  not  know  but  what  he  should 
be  absent  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Gaflield  stated  that  new  facts  and  phases 
had  been  developed,  which  made  it  an  object  to  delay 
action. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  could  not  see  how  the  fact 
of  the  settlement  of  insurance  could  be  affected  by 
the  pas.sage  of  the  orders.  The  question  had  been  de- 
layed long  enough,  and  the  claim  should  be  paid. 

"Alderman  Gaffield  stated  that  conflicting  statements 
had  been  made,  that  the  policies  of  insurance  had 
been  proved,  and  not  proved. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  the  sixty  days  for 
the  approval  of  the  i,olicies  had  not  expired. 

Alderman  Brown  said  he  understood  that  the  claim 
under  the  policies  was  filed  on  the  15th  April.  They 
were  as  well  able  to  se'.tle  the  question  of  paj'ment  of 
the  claim  now  as  at  any  time,  and  he  hoped  the  or- 
ders would  be  passed. 

Some  further  debai,e  took  place  in  relation  to  the 
insurance  policies,  and  of  the  advantages  w^.ich 
might  be  taken  in  quibbles  affecting  such  policies. 

Alderman  Gaflield  desired  that  Smith  &  McGaraglc 
should  obtain  all  their  rights  under  their  insurance 
policies,  but  he  thought  the  action  proposed  might 
complicate  the  matter.  As  a  friend  to  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garaglc he  took  the  course  which  he  had. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  order,  which  was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  6  to  4. 

The  orders  were  read  again  and  passed,  by  a  vote  of 
6  to  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Brown,  Clark,  Emery,  Power,  Sayward, 
Stebbins. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Cutter,  Gaffleld,  Gibson,  Quincy_. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  a  reconsideration,  which 
was  lost. 

THE   PROVIDENCE  RAILROAD   CONTRACT. 

Alderman  Clark  presented  the  following  petition 
from  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  (;orporation: 

The  city  of  Boston  having  declined,  by  the  action 
of  its  Common  Council,  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company  to  surrender 
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the  land  required  for  the  extension  of  Columhns  ave- 
nue before  the  time  fixed  by  the  existing  contract  be- 
tween the  city  and  said  corjjoration,  said  corporation 
herel)y  withdraws  its  offer  so  to  surrender  tlie  same, 
and  respectfully  asks  leave  to  withdraw  its  petition 
presented  to  youi  honorable  Board,  April  28, 187^,  and 
asks  that  no  further  proceedings  be  had  thereon 
G.  W.  Russell, 
Solicitor  for  Boston  &  Providence  Eailroad. 

Alderman  Clark  stated,  in  explanation  of  the  action 
of  the  committee,  that  in  a  conference  with  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, attorney  for  that  corporatson,  it  was  found  that 
the  completion  of  the  contract  for  the  extension  of 
Columbus  avenue  had  live  or  six  months  to  rim; 
it  was  not  supposed  by  the  committee  that  the  ex- 
tension of  Eliot  street  would  be  required  this  year, 
there  being  great  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  wid- 
ening of  otlier  streets,  and  there  would  be  no  occa- 
sion for  the  removal  of  the  head  house.  The  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Corporation,  as  they  believed,  made 
a  liberal  and  fair  proposition,  under  which,  Instead  of 
requiring  the  city  to  pay  .$325,000,  when  all  the 
building  is  torn  away,  they  would,  for  the  use  of 
the  head  house  for  a  few  months,  consent  to  the  with- 
holding of  the  payment  of  ,$100,000  for  one  year, 
which  would  bo  allowing  $0000  for  the  use"of  proper- 
ty which  would  be  of  no  use  to  us.  I 

When  the  original  agreement  was  made,  they  we're 
not  obliged  to  surrender  the  entire  property  until  the 
end  of  two  years,  which  would  be  on  the  flth  of 
December.  It  was  discovered,  however,  when  the 
matter  went  to  the  other  tiranch,  that  in  order  to  oli- 
tain  betterments  for  abutters,  the  time  was  shortened 
to  eigh'-cen  months,  which  woiUd  make  the  contract 
to  expire  about  the  middle  of  June.  The  Committee 
on  Streets  did  not  believe  the  land  occupied  by  the 
head  house  to  be  needed  at  present,  and  thought  it 
would  be  a  nice  thing  to  save  the  payment  of  the 
money,  and  they  did  propose  to  save  it,  but  the  oi'der 
was  defeated  in  the  other  branch. 

But  there  was  another  side  of  the  question.  The 
deed  given  by  the  city  to  the  railroad  corporation  for 
that  portion  of  Church  street  discontinued  and  con- 
veyed to  them,  was  that  it  was  free  from  all  incum- 
brance. There  was,  however,  a  large  sewer  there, 
which  is  the  main  drain  for  all  that  territory.  The 
corporation  under  that  deed  may  compel  the  city  to 
take  up  that  sewer.  If  so,  and  the  corporation  is 
disposed  to  take  advantage  of  a  quibble,  they  may 
put  the  city  to  an  expense  of  $10,000  to  $15,000. 

Alderman  Brown  inquired  if  it  was  proposed  to 
continue  the  sewer  iu  that  street. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  made  the  statement  simply 
to  shoA\'  that  there  are  two  sides  to  the  question,  and 
that  the  corporation  have  a  right  to  ask  for  a  removal 
of  the  sewer.  There  was  a  mistake  in.  the  contract  in 
deeding  the  fee  of  the  land  to  include  the  sewer,  and 
whenever  it  may  be  demanded  the  city  will  be 
obliged  to  take  up  the  sewer. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  request  of  the 
corporation  to  withdraw  their  proposal  was  accepted. 

KEPOBTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Edward 
Perkins  and  others,  in  regard  to  the  assessment  of 
betterments  on  Sturgis  street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Com- 
pany June  2.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Comfiiittee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  L.  Beal 
to  he  compensated  for  in.iuries  in  body  and  estate  bj' 
being  taken  to  a  smallpox  ho,spital  without  cause, 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  petitions  of 
James  Carl)rey's  heirs  and  others,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages"  at  20  Athens  street;  Mrs.  P.  J.  Flem- 
ing, for  compensation  for  grade  damages  on  Fourth 
street.  No.  142;  Thomas  H.  Carbrey.  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  at  22  Athens,  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  CommUtee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  C.  B.  Barrett 
and  others  for  a  sewer  in  Clinton  street  from  Black- 
stone  to  Commercial  street,  reported,  that  as  a 
sewer  already  exists  in  Clinton  street,  therefore  no 
action  is  necessary.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Wolf 
for  a  sewer  in  Russell  place,  Ward  15,  Russell  place 
being  a  private  way.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  tho.  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Poor  &  So)i  and 
others,  that  the  time  for  building  on  Fort  Hill  lots 
may  be  extended  for  one  year,  etc.,  made  a  report 
that  as  the  Special  Committee  on  Fort  Hill  Improve- 
ment by  a  vote  of  Dec.  6,  1872,  granted  the  extension 


of  time  asked  for  by  the  petitioners,  no  action  there- 
on is  necessary.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
on  the  petition  of  Francis  Brown  and  others,  that 
Waltham  street  be  paved,  and  tl\e  railroad  tracks  be 
removed  from  said  street,  reported  an  order  of  no- 
tice for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  June  9,  at  4  P.  M. 
Accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  Wil- 
liam Coffey,  to  give  a  dramatic  entertainment  at  In- 
stitute Hall,  May  .30;  James  W.  Bailey  and  others,  to 
hold  a  fair  at  No.  3  Winter  street.  May  22-24;  Chaun- 
cy  Hall  Battalion,  to  exhibit  a  arill  of  said  battalion 
at  the  Boston  Museum,  May  22:  A.  Rubinstein,  to 
give  a  concert  iu  Tremont  Temple,  May  19;  also, 
licenses  to  E.  H.  Shackford  and  Moses  H.  Libbey  as 
auctioneers;  also,  to  sundry  persons,  of  wagon 
licenses,  dealers  in  second-hand  articles,  as  victual- 
lers, and  for  transfer  of  hack  and  wagon  licenses. 
Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  for  licenses  as  victuallers,  as  follows:  Ernst 
Gottschalk,  .5  Essex  street;  Fred  Paradise,  Nos.  1421 
and  1423  Washington  street;  M.  J.  Kane,  8  Merrimac 
street;  Joseph  Lambrecht,  148^4  Hanover  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows:  Nathan  Hol- 
brook,  to  occupy  a  frame  stable  for  six  horses  on 
Chickataubnt  street,  Ward  1(1  ;  H.  Richardson,  to 
move  a  stable  for  four  horses  on  Savin-Hill  avenue; 
Wilson  &  Brother,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
nine'  horses  on  Athens  street,  between  A  and  B 
streets;  Graham  Hall,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Munroe  street.  No.  71:  Eugene  Mc- 
Kenna,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  seven  horses 
on  Third  street,  between  A  and  B  streets;  also  to 
W.  B.  Wilbur,  to  occupy  a  brick  stable  for  fifty 
■  horses  on  Fourth  street.  No.  330,  on  condition  that  the 
frontage  of  said  stable  shall  be  of  face  brick,  with 
brown  stone  trimmings,  and  placed  eight  feet  from 
the  line  of  said  street.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  George  E.  Clark  &  Co.  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy additional  stalls  for  three  more  horses  on  Ward 
street,  corner  of  Ward  court,  and  of  Eliza  J.  Elling- 
vrood  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  in 
Codinan  park,  near  Townsend  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
their  stable  on  Shawmut  avenue,  made  a  report  rec- 
ommending an  extension  of  ninety  days  from  the 
expiration  of  permit  granted,  Feb.  24,  1873.  Accepted 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Special  Committee  on 
Port  Hill  Improvement,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ac- 
companying petition  by  the  occupants  of  the  city's 
land  on  Fort  Hill,'  asking  to  be  released  from  paying 
rent  for  the  use  of  said  land,  made  a  report  that  when 
permis.sion  was  given  these  parties  to  erect  temporary 
structures  on  Port  Hill  soon  after  the  great  fire  of 
November,  it  was  agreed  and  clearly  understood  by 
the  parties  that  they  were  to  pay  to  the  city  as  rent 
for  said  land  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  on 
the  taxable  value  of  the  land  occnpi-ed  by  them,  and 
printed  permits  were  granted  to  the  parties  with  the 
express  provision,  as  follows,  viz. :  "The  said  occu- 
pants to  pay  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  use  of  said 
land  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  tax- 
able value  of  said  lot  as  estimated  by  the  Assessors 
for  the  current  year." 

The  committee  cannot  understand  why  these  par- 
ties ask  to  be  released  from  an  obligation  so  clearly 
agreed  upon  by  them  and  distinctly  set  forth  in  the 
printed  permits. 

They  therefore  unanimously  recommend  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Read  and  accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  Wns  referred  the 
petition  of  Martin  Hayes  for  an  extension  of  time  iu 
which  to  build  on  the  corner  of  Albany  and  Newton 
streets,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accomp.anying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  two  lots 
of  land  on  Albany  street  and  Mewton"  street,  as  sold 
by  the  city  to  Martin  Hayes,  iu  June,  1871.  be  extend- 
ed to  July  1,  1874,  upon  oonditioi-i  that  he  pays  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Pnblic  Lands  the  sum  of  ,$200>ith- 
in  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  jjassed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  M.  M.  Ballon 
trnstee,  foi' change  in  condition  of  sale  of  land  on 
Wasbington  strin;!,  near  Chester  s(|iiare,  made  a  re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  rlie  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,   in   behalf  of  tlie'city,  to  execute 
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and  deliver  to  Matnrin  M.  Ballon,  trustee  for  M.  A. 
Ballon,  an  instrument  releasing  from  lot  numbering 
111  on  Washington  street,  as  shown  upon  a  plan  re- 
corded with  plans  of  city  lands  sold,  book  2,  folio  4, 
in  the  office  of  the  Snperinrendeut  of  Public  Lands, 
so  much  of  the  tifth  condition  set  forth  in  the  deed 
from  the  city  to  Paul  D.  VVallis,  recorded  with  Suf- 
folk deeds,  lib.  998,  fol.  75,  as  requires  that  the 
building  erected  upon  said  lot  shall  be  used  for  no 
other  purpose  than  as  a  dwelling  house  for  the  term 
of  twenty  years  from  June  12,  1855,  provided  that  he 
gives  to  the  city  a  bond  made  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  agreeing  to  hold  the  city  harmless  from  all 
damages,  costs,  expenses  and  payments  to  which  it 
may  be  liable,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  reason  of  the 
premises.     The  order  was  passed. 

Alderm-an  Emery,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  Leeds, 
for  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  bnild  on  the 
corner  of  Albany  and  Sharon  streets,  made  a  report, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  two  lots 
of  land  on  Albany  and  Sharon  streets,  as  sold  by  the 
city  to  Richard  Leeds  in  June,  1871,  be  extended  to 
July  1,  1874,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  !jf200  within 
ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  R.  Clark 
for  leave  to  purchase  the  strip  of  land  and  dock, 
known  as  the  "Town  Slip,"  at  the  foot  of  Belcher 
lane  and  between  Rowe's  and  Foster's  wharves,  made 
a  report,  as  follows: 

The  committee  find  on  examination  that  in  Feb- 
ruary, 187'2,  Andrew  C.  Wheelwright  petitioned  the 
City  Council  for  the  purchase  of  this  same  strip  of 
land  and  dock,  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  visited  the  prem- 
ises and  were  unanitnous  in  the  opinion  that  it  was 
not  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  sell  the  same,  and 
so  reported  leave  to  withdraw,  which  w'as  accepted 
by  the  City  Council  on  the  1st  of  May,  1873. 

The  city  then  leased  to  the  Rowe'f^  Wharf  corpora- 
tion the  said  strip  of  land  and  dock  for  a  term  of  ten 
years  at  the  rate  of  |;.500.per  annum,  reserving  the 
right  to  use  the  same  for  drainage  purposes. 

The  committee,  in  view  of  the  facts  as  above  set 
forth,  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  sell  said  strip  of  laud,  and  would  recommend  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  \A  as  referred  the  petition  of  William  R.  Clark 
and  others,  trustees,  for  conveyance  to  them  of  a 
piece  of  land  in  Ward  18,  made  a  report  as  follovcs: 

The  committee  upon  examination  find  that  the 
records  of  the  town  of  Dorchester  show  that  on  the 
Kith  September,  1839,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Dorchester,  at  a  legal  town  meeting  duly  called  and 
held,  passed  the  following  vote: 

"That  a  piece  of  land  be  given  to  the  propi-ietors  of 
the  Lyceum  for  a  site  for  a  hall  on  the  Meeting 
House  Hill,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  street  run- 
ning to  the  shore  called  East  street,  and  on  the  north 
by  the  parish  land;  on  the  west  by  the  road  running 
front  of  the  meeting  house,  called  Winter  street,  and 
extending  easterly  so  far  as  the  parish  lot  extends." 
The  committee  also  learn  from  persons  who  were 
present  at  said  meeting  that  the  vote  recorded  was 
not  correct,  as  the  one  submitted  contained  the  words 
''to  be  used  for  public  purposes  only,"  and  was  so 
understood  by  all  who  subscribed  to  the  stock  for  the 
erection  of  the  present  building,  and  the  numbers 
were  very  large,  but  of  late  years  have  become  so  re- 
duced that  at  the  present  time  it  is  owned  by  live  or 
six  persons,  who  were  anxious  to  obtain  from  the 
city  a  deed  of  the  premises,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
sell  said  property,  believing  that  they  possess  at  the 
present  time  all  the  title  which  was  intended  by  the 
vote  of  Sept.  Iti,  1839. 

The  committee  would  therefore  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Clapp 
for  leave  to  purchase  a  lot  of  laud  belonging  to  the 
city  on  Norfolk  and  Madison  streets  having  visited 
the  premises  and  fully  considered  the  same^  are  con- 
vinced that  it  is  inexpedient  to  sell  said  land  at  the 
present  time.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

OEDEES   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  grade  Cottage  street,  from  Stoughlon  street 
to  Dorchester  avenue,  to  build  retaining  walls  where 
required,  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  said  street; 
also  to  remove  all  obstructions  extending  over  the 
lines  of  said  street,  as  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  streels  be  di- 
rected to  close  Fourth  street  against  public  travel  at 
the  New  York  &  New  England  Raih-oad  during  the 
building  a  new  bridge  over  said  railroad. 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Dorchester  street, 
between  Dorchester  avenue  and  the  Old  Colony  & 
Newport  Railroad  Bridj^e,  and  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  Dorchester  street,  and  to  i-eport  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereo!. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  J.  Williams 
the  sum  of  .$200,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  St.  .Joseph's  Church  estate.  Circuit  street, 
by  the  lowering  of  the  grade  of  said  street,  as  or- 
dered by  the  B(7ard  of  Aldermen  Sept.  26,  1871,  upon 
the  usual  conditions;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  di- 
rected to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Shawmut  ave- 
nue, between  Circuit  and  Cedar  streets,  and  to  report  ■ 
a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof  to  this  Board,  pur- 
suant to  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  di- 
rected to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Clifford  street, 
and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof  to 
this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  di- 
rected to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  East  street, 
Ward  l(j,  and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  di- 
rected to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Sixth  street, 
between  H  and  I  streets,  and  to  report  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  thereof  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  eonstruct  a  common  sewer  in  Fountain 
street,  and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  there- 
of to  this  Board. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  GafSeld— 
Ordered.  That  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  of  the 
Normal  School,  so  called,  as  established  by  the  School 
Committee,  be  allowed  and  paid  up  to  the  first  day  of 
June,  1873. 

Alderman   Gaflield  replied  to  an  inquiry  of  Alder- 
man Stebbins  that  the  order  was  designed   simply  to 
pay  the  salaries  for  services  rendered,  and  not  beyond 
the  time  named,  which  wonld  be  the  end  of  the  school. 
The  order  to  amend   the  police  rules   and  regula- 
tions in  certain  particulars  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 
Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  author- 
ised to  print  one  thousand  copies  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Boston   Police 
and  bind  a  portion  of  the  same  in  snch  form   as  may 
be  convenient  for  daily  use  by  the   officers;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation   for  the  Po- 
lice Department. 

Alderman  Clark  submitted  the  following  orders  to 
pay,  which  were  severally  passed,  to  be  charged  to 
the  Burnt  District  Loan : 

Order  to  pay  James  Leeds  $40,0.52,  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Franklin  street;  also,  to  pay  James  Leeds 
$88,000,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Congress  street. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  B.   Moors  $14,.500,  for  land 

taken  to  widen  Congress   street,    and  to  pay    said 

Moors  $1.5:30,  for  land  taken  to  widen  Matthews  street. 

Order  to  pay  Rufus  G.  Norris  .$7500,  for  land  taken 

to  widen  Congress  street. 

Order  to  pay  James  Tucker  &  Co.  $1575,  for  land 
taken  in  the  name  of  G.  W.  and  F.  Smith,  for  the 
widening  of  Federal  street. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  F.   Shimmin  and  A.  6.  Van 

Zandt  $37.50,  for  land   taken  to  widen  Hawley  street. 

Order    to  pay  George  H.  and  W.  P.  Kuhn   ,$75,738 

for    land  tak«n   in  the  name  of  the  heirs  of  Freeman 

Allen  for  the  widening  of  Franklin  street. 

Order  to  pay  Vvilliam  Fax(m  and  W.  C.  Elms 
$1949,  for  land  taken  to  widen  High  street. 

Order  to  pay  R.  C.  Waterston  $.5894,  for  land  to 
widen  Milk  street. 
Alderman  Clark  oifered  the  following  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  erect  an  iron  fence 
around  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Dartmouth  and  Exeter  streets:  also  to  raise 
the  grade  of  said  square,  cover  it  with  loam  and 
sod,  and  lay  outwalks  over  the  same;  the  expense, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $8000,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Alderman  Gibson  opposed  the  passage  of  the  order, 
as  unnecessary,  when  it  is  becoming  the  practice  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere  to  remove  iron  fences  and 
leave  such  grounds  uninclosed,  and  as  a  high  price 
for  a  fence  around  the  space  to  be  inclosed'. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  order  was  to  carry 
out  the  plan  which  had  been  commenced  in  enclos- 
ing the  ground  in  the  centre  of  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue, and  was  agreed  upon  in  Committee  on  Common- 
The  expense  was  not  entirely  for  the  fence,  which 
would  cost  but  $21101),  but  included  grading,  curb- 
stones, etc.  At  a  proper  time  he  should  advocate  the 
removal  of  the  fence  of  the  Common  at  Tremont 
street,  and  the  setting  of  a  curbstone  inside  the  mall, 
but  would  not  interfere  with  the  fencing  of  Common- 
wealth avenue.  On  this  portion  of  the  avenue,  a 
large  number  of  expensive  houses  had  been  put  up. 
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of  a  taxable  value  of  a  million  dollars,  and  the  ground 
should  be  inclosed  to  correspond  witli  that  already 
inclosed. 

Alderman  Sayward  believed  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  fences,  which  should  be  removed,  as  in  New 
York  around  the  squares. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  it  v\'ould  cost  three 
times  the  expense  of  this  iuclosure  should  tlie  other 
fences  be  removed,  in  the  setting  of  new  curb  stones, 
the  old  ones  beini.''  rendered  useless  from  llie  holes  m 
them  for  the  iron,  and  the  fence  would  only  sell  for 
old  iron. 

Alderman  Emery  opposed  the  erection  of  more  iron 
fences,  and  believed  the  removal  of  the  existing  ones 
the  sooner  the  better. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  not  present  when  the 
committee  voted  in  favor  of  the  order,  and  hoped  A 
would  be  laid  over. 

Alderman  Gibson  furtlier  urged  that  hght  was  com- 
ing in  in  I'elation  to  such  matters,  and  that  ninety- 
nine  ill  a  hundred  would  prefer  the  appearance  of 
grounds  nninclosed,  as  was  shown  in  the  removal  of 
fences  in  New  I'ork. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  could  not  object  to  laying 
the  order  over  if  it  was  desired,  yel  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Common  was  anxious  to  begin  the  work 
of  grading  the  grounds,  which  was  now  late,  and  he 
did  not  wish  to  begin  a  new  project  which  would  in- 
volve a  large  expense  in  the  removal  of  the  fences  al- 
ready put  up. 

Alderman  Sayward  objected  to  putting  np  fences 
which  it  mightbe  desirable  to  remove  in  another  year. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  might  be  well  enough  to  re- 
move fences  from  little  squares  in  New  York,  yet  he 
did  not  doubt  the  Aldermen  would  hate  to  see  the 
fences  removed  from  the  squares  in  East  Costou,  on 
Meetinghouse  hill  and  on  Independence  square. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  thought  the  time  had  gone 
by  when  public  grounds  were  improved  by  fences  so 
far  as  beauty  is  concerned,  and  as  ailnsion  had.  been 
made  to  the  selling  of  the  fences  for  old  iron,  and  the 
expense  of  new  curbstones,  he  would  be  willing  to 
put  down  xew  curbstones,  and  take  his  pay  in  the 
fences. 

The  order  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gailield,  the  report  and  or- 
der for  a  loan  of  .'5;20,000  to  be  added  to  the  amount 
already  authorized  for  erection  of  grammar  school- 
house,  Dudley  District,  wjre  taken  from  the  table  for 
consideration. 

Alderman  Clark  inquired  whether  the  plans  were 
satisfactory  to  the  committee,  for  from  the  former 
discussion  he  did  not  feel  sulHciently  enlightensd  to 
vote  upon  the  subject. 

Alderman  Galheld  replied  that  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table  on  his  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  question  of  lighting  the 
rooms.  It  was  not  designed,  however,  to  make  any 
change,  and  he  had  in  his  possession  a  letter  from  a 
distinguished  oculist,  Dr.  Williams,  in  relation  to 
the  effect  which  tlie  lighting  of  rooms  would  have 
upon  the  eyesight  of  the  pupils. 

Alderman  Sayward  stated  that  it  was  voted  unani- 
mously in  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in 
favor  of  the  plans  proposed.  The  windows  were 
much  larger  than  in  any  other  schoolhouse,  and  well 
fitted  for  trying  the  experiment  of  lighting  the  rooms 
on  one  side.  Yet  the  whole  end  and  aim  of  the  Op- 
position was  the  object  of  the  pulargement  of  the 
schoolhouse. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS   OP    NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  Dupee  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  Nos.  30-.32  Lan- 
caster street.     Hearing  Monday,  June  9,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Harri- 
son avenue,  between  Maiden  and  Union-park  streets. 
Hearing  Monday  next.  May  20,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Nepon- 
set  avenue,  between  Taylor  street  and  Neponset 
River:  Taylor  street,  between  Neponset  avenue  and 
Wood  street;  Wood  street.  Walnut  street.  Water 
street.  High  street  and  Ericsson  street— all  in  Ward 
16.     Hearing  Monday  next,  May  gfl,  4  P.  M. 

COMPLIMENTABY  TO  THE  CITY  CLEKK. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure 
to  offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  the  valuable 
services  rendered  to  the  city  by  Samuel  P.  McCleary, 
during  the  period  of  nearly  twenty-two  years  that  he 
has  held  the  office  of  City  Clerk,  and  also  in  considera- 
tion of  the  fact  that  he  has  been  prevented  by 
the  pressure  of  othcial  duties  fi'om  takingthe  custom- 
ary vacation  granted  to  other  city  otllcers,  tliere  be 
allowed  to  him  a  vacation  of  three  months,  beginning 
on  tlie  lirst  of  June  nexr,  and  that  bis  salary  be  con- 
tinned  during  that  period. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  in  support  of  the  order,  said 
that  while  it  would  be  a  surprise  to  the  (Ml'.y 
Clerk,  it  was  due  to  him  foi-  his  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, and  it  had  the  approbation  of  the  members  of 
the  committees,  of  the  City  Council,  and  of  the  whole 


community.  Arrangements  had  been  made  by  which 
the  duties  of  the  otiice  v\'ould  be  performed  by  Mr. 
Bughee,  and  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  his 
obtaining  that  recreation  and  release  from  his  ardn- 
onsduties,  which  he  so  much  needs. 

-Alderman  Power  stated  that  since  he  had  had  the 
h(mor  of  a  seat  at  this  Board,  no  order  had  ever  been 
offered  that  he  saw  the  duty  and  pleasure  of  voting 
for  so  clearly  as  this  one.  There  was  no  honor  that 
this  Board  has  the  power  or  privilege  of  voting  to 
]\Ir.  McCleary  that  he  has  not  proved  himself  worthy 
of,  and  for  a  whole  life  of  faithful  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  city,  he  was  sorry  that  they  had  not 
the  privilege  of  paying  him  a  more  substantial  token 
of  their  esteem  than  the  one  proposed  in  the  order 
offered.  Anything  further  which  he  could  say  would 
be  superfluous. 

Alderman  Gattield  said  it  gave  himi)eculiar  pleasure 
to  second  the  order.  Referring  toliis  long  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  McCleary,  commencing  nearly  forty 
years  ago,  while  they  were  in  school  together  in  the 
Latin  School  in  School  street,  he  knew  him  as  a  faith- 
ful student,  and  paid  a  high  compliment  to  his  fidelity 
and  worth  in  the  discharge  of  the  dnties  of  his  office. 
In  its  public  officers,  particularly  the  Treasurer,  Au- 
ditor and  City  Clerk,  he  deemed"  the  city  to  be  very 
fortunate,  and  in  the  last-named  office,  it  had  ever 
been  in  the  same  family.  No  more  just  and  grateful 
duty  could  be  performed  than  in  the  passage  of  the 
order,  giving  to  one  who  has  served  the  city  faithfully 
for  twenty-two  years  withouta  singlemonth's  vacation 
an  opportunity  to  get  relief  from'^the  duties  of  the 
otiice.  The  vacation  should  be  a  longer  one,  and  he 
would  wish  that  it  should  be  for  six  months. 

.■\lderinan  Clark  said  this  was  but  a  small  tribute  to 
a  faithful  public  officer,  whose  services  they  could 
not  very  well  spare,  and  one  whose  services  they 
hoped  to  retain  for  many  years  to  come.  He  trusted 
that  his  modesty  would  not  prevent  his  accepting  the 
vacation,  which  would  allow  him  three  months  in 
which  to  go  .abroad  and  prove  benefical  to  his  health. 
It  would  have  the  hearty  approval  of  the  present 
Board,  and  of  the  members  of  every  Board  who  had 
ever  sat  around  this  table.  He  was  happy  to  have 
such  an  opj^ortunity  to  vote  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  would  perhaps  be  better 
that  no  one  should  say  anything  more,  for  if  they 
did  say  much  more,  the  City  Clerk  would  not  be  will- 
ing to  go  away.  He  had  thought  the  present  City 
Government  was  very  illiberal,  but  if  this  order 
should  be  passed,  he  should  think  better  of  it. 

Alderman  Gibson  heartily,  indorsed  the  order,  and 
gave  his  testimony  to  the  faithful  services  of  the  City 
Clerk  during  the  six  years  of  his  connection  with 
the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Q,uincy  referred  to  the  remark  of  Dor- 
man  B.  Eaton  of  New  York,  at  the  late  meeting  of 
the  Social  Science  Association,  in  relation  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  city  governments,  and  of  the  selfishness 
of  city  clerks,  and  cited  the  reply  of  ex-Mayor  Quin- 
cy,  that  there  was  no  change  of  city  clerks  in  this 
city,  their  average  term  of  service  being  forty  or  fifty 
years.  That  was  the  secret  of  our  good  City  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  McCleary  asked  leave  to  address  the  Board, 
and  expressed  his  obligation  to  the  Board  for  the 
vote,  the  order  being  totally  unexpected  to  him.  Yet 
it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  accept  the  offer  to 
take  a  vacation  and  he  hoped  the  order  would  not 
be  passed.  Pie  could  not  avail  himself  of  their  kind- 
ness for  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  go  awaj^ 
and  he  could  not  get  rid  of  the'care  which  the  duties 
of  ihe  office  imposed  upon  him. 

Alderman  Clark  urged  that  the  order  was  designed 
to  give  the  City  Clerk  an  opportunity  to  regain  his 
health,  and  it  was  hoped  that  he  would  live  long  years 
to  come. 

Alderman  Gibson  suggested  that  the  order  might 
be  modified  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  City  Clerk. 

Mr.  •  McCleary  replied  that  he  could  not  be  happy 
away,  and  that  it  was  a  rule  with  him  that  no  one 
should  complain  of  his  neglect  of  business. 

Alderman  Sayward  was  not  surprised  that  the  City 
Clerk  wished  to  be  where  his  worli  is  to  be  done,  but 
he  hoped  he  would  change  his  mind  on  the  subject, 
and  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table,  which  was 
carried. 

Alderman  Clark  calked  attention  to  the  order  relat- 
ing to  Commonwealth  avenue,  which  had  been  re- 
jected, and  after  some  remarks  by  him  and  -Alderman 
Power,  the  rejection  was  reconsidered,  and  the  order 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

-Mdermau  Clark  said  ho  had  a  letter  frcnn  .\lder- 
man  lliillicrt.  who  was  (ibPlged  to  go  to  Kiirope  on  ac- 
count of  the  sickness  of  his  son.  and  in  tliis  letter 
he  expressed  a  willingness  to  resign  his  seat  at  the 
Board  if  it  was  (bought  necessary.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve it  to  be  necessary,  and  took  this  occasion  only 
to  I'cfer  to  the  necessity  of  the  absence  of  Ihe  Alder- 
man, which  it  was  hoiked  would  not  be  for  a  great 
length  of  time. 

Adjourned. 
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The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  C!ommon  Coun- 
cil was  lield  this  evening  at  714  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEUS  FROM  TUE  BOARD  OP  AbBEKMEN. 

The  petitions  of  John  S.  Weeks  and  of  Thomas 
W.  Carter  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  petition  of  the  Boston  c&  Providence  Raihoad 
Corporation  l)eing  under  consideration,  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5  said  the  petition  presented  a  singular  case, 
not  being  addressed  to  the  (Jonmiou  Ct)uncil,  but 
simply  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  ft  presented  a 
case  of  a  good  deal  of  novi^lly  before  us.  The  cor- 
poration ask<'d  that  a  petition  on  which  a  report  and 
order  had  been  made  and  action  had  been  taken  and 
rejected,  may  be  withdrawn.  The  petition  and 
the  accompanying  papers  are  not  now  l)?fore  the 
Board,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  withdraw  the 
petition. 

Willing  to  give  the  Board  of  Aldermen  credit  for 
courtesy  in  sending  a  petition  here  wliich  was  not 
addressed  to  this  branch,  he  yet  contended  that  no 
such  action  could  take  place  as  was  asked  for.  As 
well  might  they  ask  lo  take  from  tlie  Senate  or  l,he 
House  of  Rei)resentutive  papers  <m  lile  there.  He 
supposed  that  the  only  objoct  of  the  railroad  corpo- 
ration was  to  get  thenjselves  out  ol  the  predicament 
in  which  they  found  themselves,  and  he  saw  no  other 
way  in  which  it  could  be  done,  except  by  an  indeli- 
nite  postponement  of  the  whole  sub.ject,  and  such  a 
motion  he  made. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  0  said  he  was  not  present  when 
the  sub.jeet  to  which  the  petition  related  vyas  nnder 
consideration,  and  did  not  know  how  he  might  have 
voted  had  he  been  here,  yet  he  did  not  see  any 
difficulty  in  relation  t«  the  withdrawal  of  the  petition. 
It  was  not  an  unusual  thnig  for  a  committee  uijon 
which  his  friend  before  him  acted  to  report  leave  to 
withdraw  on  claims  submitted  to  them,  and  if  the 
committee  could  report  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  he  did  not  see  why  a  party  could 
not  ask  to  have  his  petiti(m  withdr.awu.  It  would  be  a 
discourtesy  to  refuse  the  request,  and  he  hoped  leave 
to  withdraw  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  Shaw  replied  that  there  was  no  comparison  or 
8had(jw  of  comparison  between  the  case  now  before 
the  Council  and  the  cases  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  G.  In  this  case  the  Council  decided 
to  reject  the  petition,  and  it  could  not  be  withdrawn, 
for  they  had  not  got  it,  and  there  were  no  papers  to 
withdraw.  There  was  no  parallel  at  all  in  the  cases. 
They  coidd  not  dissever  the  petition  from  the  rest  of 
the  papers.  The  petition  was  presented,  action  was 
taken,  and  consequently  all  the  papers  were  rejected. 
The  petition  could  not  be  taken  from  the  order,  for 
such  a  thing  was  unheard  of  in  history.  The  record 
was  for  all  time,  and  was  already  made  by  t,be  clerk 
upon  the  papers,  and  the  petition  could  not  be  given 
to  the  Providence  Railroad.  It  could  only  be  by  a 
motion  for  reconsideiation  of  the  action  taken  that  it 
could  be  reached;  otherwise  the  Council  would  slnl- 
tify  itself.  II.  was  a  well-known  axiom  in  parliamen- 
tary law  that  you  cannot  do  by  indirection  what  you 
cannot  by  direct  action,  and  conscquenlly  there;  was 
no  course  to  pursue  but  either  to  non-concur  or  by 
iudetinite  posti)onement. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  '.)  questioned  the  course  of  re- 
consideration, for  the  railroiul  corporation  did  not 
wish  to  have  the  matter  an  o])en  question;  therefore 
it  was  that  they  had  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  pe- 
tition. The  Board  of  Aldermen  had  acted  ui)ou  I  he 
petition,  and  the  question  was,  wkether  the  ('(nincil 
would  concur  or  non-C(nicur.  It  was  a  perfectly 
proper  course  to  give  them  leave  to  withdraw  at  their 
request,  and  not  only  so,  it  was  but  courteous  to  do 

BO. 

Mr.  Shaw  wished  them  to  look  at  the  consequences 
of  the  proposed  action.  If  they  non-concurred  the 
matter  would  go  back;  it  they  concurred  it  would  be 
proposing  to  do  what  they  could  not  carry  out.  They 
could  not  give  back  the  rejected  ])aper,  for  to  attempt 
to  do  ir,  would  be  an  unheard-of  thing,  and  make 
them  the  laughing  stock  of  every  legislative  body  in 
the  land.  The  only  way  tf)  do  was  to  refuse  to  agree 
to  a  thing  which  they  could  not  legitimately  do. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  believed  the  matter  to  be  per- 
fectly plain.  The  former  recpiest  of  the  corporation 
required    concurrent    action,  and  inasmuch  as    this 


branch  did  not  concur,  the  corporation  ask  to  with- 
draw their  request. 

Mr.  Shaw  stated  as  the  position  of  the  corpora- 
tion, that  they  wished  no  further  action.  The  Council 
could  do  nothing  unless  they  reconsider  their  former 
action,  and  it  could  be  done  only  at  a  proper  time  aud 
by  a  proper  party.  No  further  action  had  been  taken, 
and  there  could  be  none,  because  no  one  had  taken  a 
step  towards  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  that  while  there  was 
somethinff  in  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  he  could  not  see  a  necessity  for  the  action 
proposed  by  him.  The  Council  having  passed  ad- 
versely upon  the  claim,  and  it  being  rejected,  it  was 
alive  no  longer.  This  would  be  supposed  to  send 
them  back  tTo  their  original  contract.  By  some  means 
the  solicitor  of  the  corporation  does  not  seem  to 
think  that  the  rejection  of  the  order  places  them 
back  upon  the  contract,  and  asks  to  withdraw  the 
petition,  that  they  may  stand  as  originally.  They 
think  there  is  some  question  of  it,  and  if  we  think 
they  now  stand  on  the  original  contract,  there  can  be 
no  objection  to  their  withdrawal,  that  they  may  both 
stand  as  originally.  Although  it  is  a  common  thing 
to  report  leave  to  withdraw,  it  is  never  physically  so, 
for  he  had  never  known  parties  to  take  back  their 
petitions.  It  was  a  legislative  measure  to  say  that 
they  could  give  nothing,  and  the  parties  say  they  are 
ready  to  take  nothing.  It  was  therefore  right  and 
proper  to  concur'  in  tlie  action  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  in  this  stage  of  the  proceedings 
he  wished  the  Chair  to  rule  on  the  subject. 

The  Chair  stated  that  there  was  no  point  of  order 
to  be  ruled  upon. 

Mr.  Sha,w  said  he  would  raise  a  point  of  order. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  petition  and  nothing  else 
was  before  the  Council. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  iudefi- 
nately  postpone,  and  it  was  lost. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  then  to  be  on  concur- 
ring in  the  action  of  the  Board  to  give  the  parties 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Shaw  wished  to  know  of  the  Chair  what  the 
consequence  woukl  be  to  concur  in  this  stage  of  the 
question,  for  it  was  not  conqretent  for  the  Council  to 
attempt  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  concurrence,  in  sev- 
ering the  petition  frcun  the  other  papers.  He  wished 
to  rais<'  this  point  oT  order,  what  the  effect  would  be 
if  concurri'uce  should  he.  can  led. 

The  Ch.air  stated  as  lo  the  ellect  of  this  action,  that 
it  would  have  no  elle<'.t  whatever.  There  was  noth- 
ing to  withdraw,  and  there  could  be  no  elTect  either 
way. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurrence,  and  was 
declared  to  be  carried,  when  a  doubt  was  raised  by 
Mr.  Shaw. 

A  count  showed  a  vote  of  31  to  1. 

The  reference  to  Committee  on  Water  of  a  lequest 
of  the  Water  Board  for  an  additional  appropriation 
of  ;j;l]r),()l¥)  for  extension  of  main  pipes  in  Wards  13, 
14,  V)  and  l(i,  and  of  $;Kl,tKjn  for  reservoir  on  Parker 
Hill,  was  comturred  in. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz.: 

or  Benjamin  CUipp,  to  purchase  land  on  Norfolk 
and  Madison  streets. 

Of  William  R.  Clark  et  al.,  for  conveyance  to  them 
of  a  piece  of  land.  Ward  10. 

Of  William  R.  Clark,  for  leave  to  purchase  Bel- 
cher's-lane  slip. 

Of  Charles  L.  Beal,  to  he  paid  for  being  taken  to 
smallpox  hospital  without  cause. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  to  July  1, 
1874,  for  Martin  Hayes  to  build  on  two  lots  of  land  on 
Albany  and  Newton  streets. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  to  July  1, 
18T4,  for  Richard  Leeds  to  build  on  two  lots  of  land 
on  Albany  and  Sharon  streets. 

Re])ort  and  order  authorizing  the  release  of  a  cer- 
tain condition  on  lot  111,  on  apian  of  city  lands,  on 
Washington  street,  on  the  terms  aud  conditions  set 
forth  in  said  order. 

Order  amending  the  order  authorizing  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  .f  (il).(ll)i)  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  pri- 
mary schoolhouse.  Ward  (J,  so  as  to  read  '"Ward  9.'' 

The  order  to  allow  and  pay  the  salaries  of  Normal- 
School  teachers  up  to  June  1,  1873,  was  read  once. 

REPORTS    ON   SMALLPOX-HOSPITAL  CLAIMS. 

The  following  reports  were  considered: 

Report  and  order  to  allow  and  pay  to  Holohan  & 

Maguire  $1210,   for  plumbing  for  smallpox  hospital 

on  Swett  street,  destroyed  by  fire.     (City  Doc.  No.  64, 

1873.) 
Orders  to  transfer  and  assign  to  William  Smith  & 

Co.   the  city's    interest  in  three  insurance  policies 
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effected  by  said  Smith  &  Co.,  on  a  building  which 
Ihcy  liad  contracted  to  erect  as  a  smallpox  hospital, 
and  wliich  was  destroyed  by  fire  before  it  was  de- 
livered by  the  contractors;  and  for  City  Clerk  to 
attach  a  copy  of  the  above  order  to  each  of  said 
policies. 

Minority  report  on  claims  of  Smith  &  Co. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  inquired  how  the  question 
stood  for  action. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  giving  the 
order  on  the  claim  of  Holohan  &  Maguire  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Blackmar  further  inquired  whether  the  matters 
as  reported  upon  in  the  majority  report  were  to  be 
acted  upon  separately  ? 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  question  first  was  on  giving 
the  order  appended  to  the  report  a  second  reading. 
If  there  was  any  objection  the  question  could  be  put 
in  two  forms — first  on  accepting  the  report  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Smith  &  McGaragle,  then 
on  the  passage  of  the  order,  or  by  action  upon  the 
order  first. 

Mr.  Wells  ©f  Ward  3  moved  to  substitute  the  order 
appended  to  Alderman  Quincy's  minority  report,  for 
that  portion  of  the  report  in  Document  (54  givina 
Smith  &  Co.  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the  adoption 
of  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  the  report  of  Alderman 
(Juincy  had  no  reference  to  Document  04,  and  asked 
ir  it  was  meant  to  substitute  No.  73  (Alderman  Quin- 
cy's)  for  the  order  on  page  5,  No.  (i4. 

Mr.  Wells  replied  that  the  substitute  was  for  that 
relative  to  Smith  &  McGaragle. 

The  Cliair  slated  that  the  question  would  first  be 
taken  on  the  order  relative  to  llolohan  &Magulre,and 
then  on  the  report  relative  to  Smith  &  McGaragle. 

Mr.  Wells  withdrew  his  motion. 

I'he  order  to  pay  Holohan  &  McGuire  $1240  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  rules  were  suspended, 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  accept- 
ance of  the  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petition 
of  Smith  &  McGaragle. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  to  substitute  for  the  report  the 
order  appended  to  Alderman  (^uiucy's  report,  No.  73, 
as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  in  excess  of  $5000  collected 
by  the  City  Treasurer  on  certan  policies  of  insurance 
on  William  Smith  &  Company's  interest  as  ctnitrac- 
tors  in  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett  street,  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  be  paid  over  to  William  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garagle, the  contractors  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  inquired  if  this  was  not  an 
order^different  from  that  passed  by  the  other  Board. 

The  Chair  stated  that  tliere  was  another  order  in 
reference  to  assignment  of  policies  of  insurance. 

Mr.  Blackmar  said  he  hoped  the  order  proposed  as 
a  substitute  would  prevail.  It  had  the  sanction  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  had  all  the  facts  in  the 
case  been  known  to  the  ccmimittee  when  their  report 
wab  made,  it  would  have  been  reported  by  them. 

'I'ne  motion  to  substitute  the  order  for  the  report 
(leave  to  withdraw)  was  carried. 

Tne  order  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  under  a  motion  of  Mr.  Blackmar  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  it  was  passed. 

The  Chair  slated  that  there  was  another  order,  that 
whieli  was  passed  by  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  sngg(\sted  whether,  in  pass- 
ing the  other  order,  they  did  not  dispose  of  this  one. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  to  reconsider  to  bring  before  them 
the  other  order. 

The  Cliair  stated  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  believed  some  gentlemen  did 
not  understand  the  question.  They  could  not  prop- 
erly pass  both  orders,  to  transfer  the  policies  of  in- 
surance and  pay  $5UUi)  besides  to  Smith  &  McGaragle. 

The  Chair  stated,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry,  that  the 
question  was  on  the  second  reading  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Blackmar  said  tlie  question  stood  exac-tly  right 
now;  they  had  passed  tlie  order  (o  pay  tlie  plumbers, 
and  it  was  exactly  right,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  says,  to  pay,  as  proposed,  tw  Sniilh  ifc  McGaragle, 
the  excess  of  $.5000  collected  on  their  insurance  poli- 
cies.   This  order,  then,  ought  not  to  pass. 

To  a  question  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  whether 
the  order  passed  was  the  same  which  was  iiassed  by 
the  other  Board,  the  Chair  stated  that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  believed  the  order  which 
was  passed  was  jiassed  under  a  misapprehension,  and 
moved  to  lay  this  order  on  the  table  for  the  purpose 
of  reconsidering  thejpassage  of  the  other,  but  subse- 
quently withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  stated  as  the  difference  in  the  matter, 
that  while  one  paity  made  the  insurance  the  other 
held  the  policies    of  insurance.     But  why    transfer 


the  policies?    Who  insured  the  building,  the  city  or 
Smith  <fc  McGaragle? 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  believed  there  was  no  techni- 
cal dilticnlty  in  the  way,  and  that  the  two  orders 
might  well  go  together.  The  order  passed  authorizes 
the  Treasurer  to  pay  over  all  the  excess  of  $5000  col- 
lected on  the  policies.  If  there  was  none  collected, 
there  would  be  none  to  pay.  These  orders  assign 
all  the  city's  interests  in  the  policies  of  insurance, 
and  it  was  utterly  immaterial  so  far  as  affected  the 
policies.  He  was  free  to  say  that  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  transferring  to  them  all  the  city's  inter- 
ests in  their  policies. 

Mr.  Denny  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  does 
not  understand,  that  if  the  city  assigns  these  poli- 
cies of  insurance,  it  gives  up  also  the  $5000  held  as 
collateral  for  the  money  advanced  to  them. 

Mr.  Dean  replied  that  he  proposed  by  passing  the 
order  to  give  $5000  more  than  if  the  matter  stands 
where  it  does  now.  It  was  a  complicated  case  he  was 
free  to  say,  yet  from  the  reports  and  discussions,  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  claim  was  a  just 
and  equitable  one.  The  only  question  was,  whether 
it  was  legal  and  justifiable  to  pay  the  amount.  If 
there  was  no  legal  difficulty,  where  does  it  stand  ? 
The  plumbers'  case  was  different  from  this.  The 
reason  given  was  that  the  city  made  use  of  in  settle- 
ment some  of  the  burnt  materials,  which  would  be 
some  evidence  against  the  city  in  contesting  it. 

The  petition  of  the  claimants  say,  that  they  were  to 
put  the  building  in  possession  of  the  city  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  and  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  the 
city  was  virtually  in  possession,  having  put  stoves  in 
the  building,  and  had  a  watchman  there,  and  perhaps 
the  maintaining  of  fires  had  something  to  do  with  the 
fire  which  burned  the  building.  For  that  reason  he 
thought  this  was  an  opportunity  to  do  justice,  and  to 
go  as  far  as  to  pay  all  the  claims. 

Mr.  Denny  said  he  hoped  the  Council  would  see  the 
matter  in  a  right  light.  Pass  the  order  to  transfer 
the  $10,000  in  insurance  policies  and  the  claimants 
would  get  $15,000,  and  the  city  would  have  nothing. 
Reject  the  order,  and  the  parties  would  come  here 
with  their  petition  as  in  other  cases,  and  the  commit- 
tee would  report  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  opposed  the  passage  of  the 
order,  believing  the  city  should  hold  some  security. 
The  parties  ought  to  have  insured  the  building  for 
its  full  value,  and  in  not  doing  so  should  bear  the 
loss.  The  question,  then,  was  whether  we  or  the 
builders  should  bear  the  loss.  By  the  city's  bearing 
the  loss,  contractors  would  run  greater  risks  in  deal- 
ing with  the  city  than  with  private  individuals. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  contended  that  this  order 
should  be  rejected;  then  if  the  parties  think  they 
have  a  claim  against  the  city,  they  can  come  by  peti- 
tion and  get  a  decision  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  gentlemen  don't  seem  to  under- 
stand that  it  is  the  insurance  these  parties  are  after. 
They  had  not  received  $10,000,  and  only  $5000. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  it  was  clear  that  the  ques- 
tion was  not  understood;  he  thought  he  did  under- 
stand it,  but  he  did  not;  he  thought  it  should  go  over, 
and  moved  to  lay  it  over. 

Mr.  Denny  said  it  was  a  most  common  thing  to 
loan  money  and  take  insurance  policies  as  security. 
The  city  paid  $5000  and  took  as  collateral  policies 
to  the  amount  of  $10,000.  They  had  no  right  to 
retain  more  than  $5000  of  the  proceeds.  So  much 
over  belongs  to  the  contractors,  and  to  pay  it  over  to 
them  was  exactly  right.  Having  met  with  a  loss, 
they  can  come  to  the  city,  and  it  can  be  acted  upon 
directly.  On  the  other  hand,  the  transfer  of  these 
policies  contemplates  not  retaining  anything  but  the 
payment  of  the  entire  sum  of  $15,000,  which  will 
about  liquidate  their  claim.  This  was  a  wrong  way  to 
liquidate  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  did  not  understand 
the  (juestion  as  stated,  and  that  it  was  believed  the 
pari  ies  were  not  entitled  to  collect  the  insurance 
without  the  passage  of  this  order.  He  thought  the 
majority  of  the  members  believed  they  voted  for  the 
oilier  as  it  came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  the  matter  to  be  clear,  as  might 
be  learned  on  page  four  of  Alderman  Quincy's  report. 

Mr.  Blackmar  thought  the  subject  had  been  thor- 
oughly considered.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  was 
right  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  he  believed  the 
ortler  was  a  measure  of  disguise  for  the  payment  of 
the  claim  in  full.  If  it  was  admitted  that  the  building 
was  accepted,  that  ends  the  matter,  and  the  policies 
cannot  be  collected.  Should  we  pay  $10,000  on  the 
contractors'  risks,  and  assign  the  policies,  it  will  be 
a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
building,  and  if  not  (m  the  contractors'  hands  the  in- 
surers will  never  pay. 

The  argument  would  be  if  the  building  was  the 
city's  they  would  not  pay,  because  they  did  not  in- 
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sure  for  tlie  city,  but  for  the  conts-actors,  and  if  it  was 
the  contractors,  they  would  be  liable.  He  repeated 
that  it  was  an  order  in  disguise  for  the  payment  of 
the  whole  claim.  The  plumbers'  bill  was  paid  be- 
cause the  circumstanccB  were  different.  In  this  case 
they  were  sorry  for  the  contractors  as  they  were  sorry 
for  the  loss  of  a  large  amount  of  property  blown  up 
in  the  great  fire,  in  which  the  city  was  not  liable  be- 
cause the  law  was  not  complied  with.  So  it  was  in 
many  other  claims  which  came  before  the  committee, 
of  a  poor  women  iu  breaking  an  arm,  yet  the  city  was 
obliged  to  dispense  by  law  what  they  take  by  law. 

Mr.  Wells  could  not  sec  the  matter  as  stated,  for  if 
the  city  did  not  own  the  building,  it  had  no  legal 
right  to  chnm  the  insurance  on  it.  If  this  order 
should  pass,  he  would  move  to  reconsider  the  former 
one. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  postpone- 
ment of  the  order. 

Mr.  Denn.v  said  there  was  no  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
right  to  assign  policies  of  insurance.  The  city  took 
insurance  policies  as  security  for  a  loan,  and  the  city 
only  could  receive  the  pay  on  such  policies,  and  sign 
a  receipt  for  tliem.  By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the 
policies  are  made  payable  to  the  city,  not  as  an  own- 
er but  as  collateral  security.  It  is  the  usual  way  of 
receiving  surety  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  Fiynn  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
must  be  inconsistent,  since  he  signed  the  other  mi- 
nority report.  No.  Ii4,  to  give  the  petitioners  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Mr.  Blackmar  replied  that  in  either  event  the  city 
was  protected,  and  there  was  no  inconsistency.  If  a 
good  case  could  be  made  on  its  merits,  then  I  hey 
would  he  paid.  The  insurance  companies  had  not 
ottered  to  pay  these  policies,  and  in  his  opinion  ihcj; 
were  waiting  to  see  what  the  action  of  the  city  will 
be.  ■    . 

Mr.  Dean  believed  it  would  bo  of  no  earthly  conse- 
quence in  the  settlement  of  this  question,  should 
these  transfers  be  made.  He  would  make  the  oay- 
mentasfull  as  possible  against  all  possible  claims 
against  the  city.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  dis- 
guise in  the  matter.  The  result  would  be  that  the 
city  gives  $10,000  and  loses  its  collateral.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  collection  of  the  policies. 
Mr.  Denny  said  the  gentleman  from  Ward  la  liad 
stated  correctly  that  under  this  order  the  city  would 
pay  $15,000.  If  the  Council  Y^/as  ready  to  vote  to  pay 
it  they  might  do  so,  but  they  should  not  do  it  under  a 
misapprehension. 

Mr.  Blackmar  said  if  this  was  passed  it  gave  it  to 
the  jjarties  without  a  legal  claim,  which  they  had  no 
right  to  do.  He  lioi^ed  they  would  not  concur  in  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.'Wells  hoped  the  order  would  pass.  He  had  no 
doubt  the  building  woidd  have  been  accepted  if  cer- 
tain gentlemen  on  the  committee  had  acted  faiily  and 
honorably  towards  the  p;irties.  [The  Chair  called  to 
order  for  reflecting  upon  members  of  committees. 1 
He  was  willing  to  pass  this  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  inquired  if  the  question  was  not  required 
to  lie  over  under  the  rule. 

Tlie  Chair  replied  that  as  it  was  a  question  involv- 
ing money  transactions  it  would  lie  over. 

To  a  question  of  Mr.  Pease  by  the  Chair,  that  it  did 
go  over,  Mr.  Pease  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  orders  to  a 
second  reading,  and  was  declai'cd  to  be  lost,  when 
Wir.  Plynn  raised  a  doubt,  and  moved  a  verilication  of  ■ 
the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Tlie  motion  was  carried,  and  the  orders  were  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading,  by  a  vote  of  25  yeas  to  24 
nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Abbott.  Anderson,  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Burt,  Ca- 
ton,  Collhis,  Dacey,  Dean,  N.  Doherty,  T.  II.  Doherty, 
Flatley,  Plynn,  Jones,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Marston,  Mc- 
Kenney,  Itistecu,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Warren,  Wells, 
Weston,  Whiston. 

Nays— Adams,  Blackmar,  Boardman,  Bowles,  Brack- 
ett,  Brennan,  Burditt,  Cudworth,  Darrow,  Davis, 
Denny,  Iline,  Holmes,  McCue,  Page,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Prescott,  Train,  Upham,  West,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Wood- 
ward. 

The  report  and  "an  ordinance  providing  for  the 
care  and  education  of  neglected  children"  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10  inquired  wherein  it  differed 
from  the  existing  ordinance. 

Mr.  Dean  replied  that  under  the  ordinance  this 
class  of  children  were  subiect  to  being  sent  among 
vicious  children,  but  as  they  were  not  of  that  class, 
being  the  neglected,  provision  was  made  in  this  ordi- 
nance by  sending  them  to  the  Almshouse. 
The  ordinance  was  read  twice,  and  passed. 

UNFlNISnED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 


Report  and  ordei'  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
the  house  of  Engine  No.  18,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1,500. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
the  house  of  Bngine  No.  'T,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $1500. 

Report  and  order  to  place  a  horse  hose  carriage 
in  the  house  of  Engine  No.  23,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $1500. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting  and 
publishing  an  abstract  of  the  business  and  proceed- 
ings of  tlie  City  Council,  for  one  year,  at  not  exceed- 
ing $4500. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not 
exceeding  $5000,  for  improving  Independence  Square, 
South  Boston. 

Order  to  pay  the  lill  of  Elliot  Ritchie,  of  $4078  75, 
for  furnishing  five  hundred  and  two  tons  of  coal  for 
the  East  Boston  ferries. 

The  following  orders  were  laid  on  the  table: 

Orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of  7000  feet  of  land 
on  Dudley  and  Forest  streets,  at  not  exceeding  $1  50 
per  square  foot,  as  a  site  for  llook  and  Ladder  House 
Four;  and  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  of 
$12,000  for  the  purchase  of  said  land,  and  for  plans  of 
such  house. 

Orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  police  station 
house  on  city  land  on  Fourth  street,,  between  K  and 
1  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $45,000;  and  for  a 
loan  therefor. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $000  per  annum  for  rent 
of  ainiory  of  tJompauy  B.,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V. 
M.,  in  hall  577  Washington  street. 

PETITIONS   PIlESEN'rED   AND    KEPEBEED. 

Prescott  &  Chapin,  for  permission  to  erect  a  wood- 
en building  for  a  coal  shed  within  the  building  limits 
of  the  city  on  Liverpool  wharf.  ~' 

Tileston  cfelloUings  worth,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wood- 
en building  l)eyond  the  legal  .dimensions. 

Joseph  D.  Fuller,  for  leave  to  locate  a  building 
within  the  building  limits. 

Severally  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

A  coinmunication  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  announcing  that  he  had  api)ointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy  as  assistant-clerk  William  W.  Clapp. 
Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  members  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Washington  and  Dudley 
School  District,  In  relation  to  the  plans  for  the  new 
grammar  schoolhouse  on  the  City  Hall  lot,  iu  which 
they  represent  tluit  the  ])lans  have  the  unqiialilied 
and  unanimous  disai)proval  of  the  committee  of  the 
district,  that  the  ends  or  corners  of  the  building  are 
to  be  occupied  by  stairways  and  offices  and  superflu- 
ous small  rooms  for  teachers,  and  tiie  schooh'ooins 
are  to  be  coHlined  to  the  centre  of  the  building,  which 
arrangement  allows  them  light  and  ventilation  on 
one  side  only.  After  giving  further  niasons  against 
the  use  of  said  plans,  they  ask  that  the  proceedings 
may  be  stopi>ed  in  the  erection  of  the  schoolhouse 
until  the  plans  of  the  buildhig  shall  have  been  modi- 
fied in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  committee, 
or  until  they  shall  have  had  a  further  hearing  on  the 
subject. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

REPORT    ON   THE   BURRILL   CLAIM. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  submitted  in  print, 
through  Alderman  Cutter,  as  their  chairman,  a  report 
that  they  were  unahle  to  agree  on  the  subject  of  the 
claim  of  Charles  Burrill  against  the  city,  and  there- 
fore ask  leave  to  present  several  accompanying  re- 
ports, expressing  the  views  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  committee. 

The  first  report,  signed  by  Alderman  Quincy  and 
Mr.  Wilbur  of  the  Council,  states  that  at  the  hearing 
given  upon  the  said  petition,  the  petitioner's  counsel 
did  not  reopen  the  case  upon  its  merits,  hut  argued 
in  support  of  the  position  that  the  present  City 
Council  were  bound  to  carry  out  the  order  for  the 
payment  of  $40,000,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  empowering  the  city  so  to  do.  The 
undersigned,  under  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  order  in  question,  being 
for  the  payment  of  a  claim  which  had  been  declared 
illegal  by  the  courts,  was  beyond  the  power  of  the 
City  Council  and  ab  inUio  void. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  could  not  therefore  val- 
idate the  original  order,  but  could  at  most  authorize 
the  present  City  Government  to  pass  another  in  con- 
formity thereto.  The  claim  having  been  declared 
illegal,  and  its  payment  a  purpose  to  which  we  have 
no  right  to  apply  the  taxpayers'  money,  the  Legislat- 
ure has  undertaken  to  remove  that  objection  to  the 
extent  of  $40,000.  We  are  therefore  authorized,  but 
in  no  sense  bound,  to  carry  out  the  decision  arrived 
at  by  a  former  City  Government,  and  in  order  to  de- 
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cido  whether  it  is  for  tlio  interest  and  honor  of  our 
city  that  the  claim  should  he  settled  by  !hc  payment 
tlius  authorized,  or  by  any  ))ayment,  the  undersigned 
have  thonght  it  tluiir  dnty  to  examine  and  weigh  the 
recorded  evidence  and  arguments  in  the  case,  as  the 
petitioner  did  not  see  fit  to  reopen  the  same  upon  its 
merits. 

hi  an  examination  of  the  evidence  in  relation  to 
the  present  attitude  of  the  claimant,  they  refer  to  his 
refusing  the  offer  of  $155,000  in  settlement  of  his 
claim,  and  his  putting  the  city  to  the  expense  of  de- 
fending two  suits  at  law,  in  both  of  which  ho  failed. 
Tliey  fail  to  perceive  that  he  was  entitled  to  any 
specially  favorable  consideration  in  the  fact  tliat  he 
withdrew  certain  exceptions  on  which  he  might  have 
carried  his  case  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  with- 
drawing them,  he  chose  that  in  which  his  only  chance 
remained  of  obtaining  his  claim.  They  therefore 
consider  both  the  legal  and  equitable  rights  of  all 
parties  exactly  as  if  no  exceptions  had  been  tiled. 

In  an  examination  of  the  claim  itself,  it  is  slated 
that  Mr.  Lincoln,  after  some  demurring  to  the  in- 
dorsement of  the  list  of  bacjv  navy  enlistments,  on 
wliich  to  obtain  their  acceptance,  comi)lied  with  the  re- 
quest. On  this  they  say.  "had  there  been  no  con- 
tract, what  would  Mr.  Burrill  have  considered  to  be 
his  claim  against  the  city  resulting  from  this  action 
of  the  Mayor?  Clearly  to  be  reimlnirsed  the  value  of 
his  services  and  legitimate  expenses  in  jjrejjaring  the 
list,  and  for  the  same  services  and  Icgilimnle  ex- 
penses in  getting  the  same  accepted.  That  under  the 
head  of  legitimate  expenses  might  be  included  some 
$S0,000  for  lobbying  a  bill  through  Congress  could 
hardly  have  entered  his  mind." 

r.ui  Mr.  ]5nrrill  was  employed  by  Ihc  city,  and  dirt 
something  both  here  and  at  Washington,  and  Ihe  re- 
sult of  his  labors  was  the  list  of  sixlhousand  names 
which  the  city  authorities  decided  to  accept,  on  the 
assurance,  as  is  testilied  on  their  side,  that  such  ac- 
ceptance should  not  i)re.iudice  their  case — ttiat  is, 
should  not  be  an  acknowledgment  that  they  were  lia- 
ble for  $125  per  man  under  the  contract.  Whether 
such  assurance  was  given  or  not,  it  is  now  evident 
that  such  acceptance'  did  not  render  the  city  liable 
under  the  contract.  What,  then,  should  the  city  pay 
Mr.  Burrill?  Nothing,  says  the  City  Solicitor,  be- 
cause the  evidence  shows  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  ob- 
tain an  enormous  sum  by  applying  the  terms  of  aeon- 
tract  to  a  class  of  cases  never  ccmtemplated,  and  by 
pretended  payments  which  were  never  made. 

They  do  not,  however,  agree  that  the  city  should 
not  pay  anything,  and  in  settling  the  question  they 
say  tlie  amount  should  embrace  all  legitimate  ex- 
penses connected  with  the  work  which  Mr.  Burrill 
was  employed  to  do.  In  looking  at  the  list  of  ex- 
penses, as  given  on  his  own  testiniimy  in  the  Circuit 
Court,  they  find  put  down  to  Mr.  Roberts  for  three 
weeks'  services  in  the  wards  of  Boston,  sIfliOOU  or 
$7000;  Ml'.  Sherburne,  clerical  v/ork  on  the  Ohio, 
$3000  to  $.5000;  officer's  clerk,  name  unknown,  $1000 
or  $1500 -making  a  total  of  $13,500. 

Mr.  Burrill  afterwards  reiiu',mi)ers  items  as  follows: 
Paid  in  Washington,  $0850;  verifying  lists  at  naval 
Inireau,  $"i;300;  petty  expenses  on  board  ships,  $4,500: 
paid  enrolment  in  Boston,  $18,000;  total,  $:32,050. 
Of  these  two  statements  they  feel  bound  to  accept 
the  first,  and  this  amount,  with  such  an  allowance  fcr 
the  value  of  his  own  services,  making  the  sum  $15,000 
they  are  inclined  to  olier  for  several  reasons.  His 
employment  to  obtain  hack  credits,  induce  men  in 
service  to  credit  themselves  to  Boston,  or  even  to 
persuade  rebel  prisoners  to  do  the  like,  they  do  not 
regard  as  an  action  which  can  be  considered  as  a 
source  of  pride,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  controversy  is  not  likely  to  enhance 
the  reputation  of  either  party,  and  that  the  Legislat- 
ure has  undertaken  to  authorize  a  payment,  they 
thiidi  it  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  city  to  make 
the  offer  which  they  recommend. 

They  conclude  with  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  preamble  and  order: 

Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  did,  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  April,  A.  1).,  1871,  pass  an  act  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit:  "The  city  of  Boston  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  Charles  Burrill  of 
Brookline,  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  in  sat- 
isfaction for  all  services  rendered  and  money  expend- 
ed by  him  in  procuring  credits  upon  the  quota  of 
volunteers  of  said  city  during  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion, in  conformity  to  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  of  said  city,  and  approved  September  la, 
1S70,  and  may  raise  said  sum  by  taxation  or  other- 
wise." 

Now,  therefore,  it  Is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Henry 
W.  Paine,  the  assignee  of  Chin'les  ]!nrriJI,  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  in  full  settlement  for  all  ser- 
vices rendered  and  money  expended  by  him  in  jiro- 
curing  credits  upon  the  quota  of  volunteers  of  the 


city  of  Boston,  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and 
that  the  same  bo  charged  to  the  fund  a})propriated 
for  Incidental  Expenses;  jn-ovided,  That  such  re- 
ceipts and  discharges  shall  bo  executed  both  by  said 
Burrill  and  said  Paine  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solicitor. 

Messrs.  Blackraar  and  Train  of  the  Council  assent; 
to  the  concluions  of  the  foregoing  report,  except  in 
regard  to  the  non-allowance  of  interest. 

The  next  report,  signed  by  Alderman  Gaflicld,  is  of 
much  greater  length.  He  refers  to  City  Documents 
No.  98,  1869,  and  No.  53  of  1872,  as  containing 
the  evidence  necessary  to  a  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  claim,  and  he  remarks  that 
it  is  evident  the  citizens  in  general  do  not 
understand  the  matter,  because  they  have  only  heard 
partial  statements,  and  fcn'med  conclusions  which  a 
full  perusal  of  the  evidence  would  entirely  sweep 
away.  Because  Mr.  Burrill  and  his  counsel  persist- 
ently urge  and  obtain  a  hearing,  year  after  year,  it  is 
wrongly  supposed  by  many  good  citizens  that  the  city 
is  endeavoring  meanly  to  shirk  the  payment  of  an 
honest  debt.  *  *  *  a  careful  study  and  digest  of 
the  case,  as  presented  in  the  documents  above  named, 
must  convince  every  candid  man  that  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Burrill  is  not  only  unjust,  but  that  it  was  com- 
menced, continued  and  prosecuted  in  fraud  and  ini- 
quity. Mr.  Burrill  attempted  a  gigantic  swindle  Upon 
the  city,  and  did  not  Bucceed;  and  now,  not  being 
able  to  obtain  what  he  intended,  his  claim  thrown  out 
of  every  court,  he  was  anxious  to  have  us  pay  him 
the  expenses  of  carrying  on  the  fraud. 

In  an  examination  of  the  case,  the  circumstances 
of  the  times  are  considered,  and  the  manner  in  which 
bounties  were  paid,  and  while,  as  he  says,  Governor 
Andrew  made  successful  efforts  through  his  influence 
upon  Secretary  Stanton,  and  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, to  obtain  credits  for  those  who  were  enlisted 
into  the  navy,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  making  every  effort 
to  get  men,  in  order  to  avoid  a  draft.  In  doing  so, 
with  his  usual  kindness  and  patience,  as  he  listened 
to  their  stories,  he  said  to  them — "Bring  on  your  men. 
and  we  will  pay  for  each  one  of  them  the  legal 
amount  of  $125,  as  authorized  by  the  Legislature.'' 

Mr.  Lincoln  signed  the  document  of  May  31,  1804, 
with  the  understanding  that  rebel  prisoners  were  to 
be  obtained  from  Kock  Island,  and  when  it  was  found 
that  he  was  not  obtaining  them  from  there.  Mayor 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Norcross  desired  to  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  the  man  who  had  deceived  them. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  citizens'  committees 
kept  on  in  the  work  of  recruiting  men  for  the  army, 
and  in  connection  with  the  prospective  increase  from 
navy  credits,  canvassed  the  whole  city,  from  house  to 
house,  to  obtain  the  names  of  those  who  at  any  time 
during  the  war  had  entered  the  naval  service.  At  the 
same  time,  clerks  were  sent  to  the  Navy  Yard  in 
Charlestown,  to  obtain  a  list  of  the  men  there  enlisted 
from  Boston  uuring  the  war,  in  order  to  compare  it 
with  the  aldermanic  lists  obtained  from  the  different 
wards.  This  list  was  not  obtained  at  Charlestown, 
because,  under  the  direction  of  Governor  Andrew, 
the  naval  records  were  being  copied  by  State  officials; 
and  lists  containing  22,000  names,  or  more,  wore  thus 
])repared,  which  were  used  by  the  commissioners. 
Governor  Andrew  and  ex-Governor  Clilford,  who 
were  appointed  by  the  United  States  Government  to 
make  a  proper  assignment  of  these  men  to  the  cities 
and  towns  who  should  properly  claim  them,  and  to 
divide  proportionatelj'  among  all  the  cities  and  towns 
those  not  so  claimed.  When  the  commissioners  com- 
pleted their  work,  on  Sept(;mber  5th,  Boston  received 
a  credit  of  5224  men  specially  claimed  on  the  list  pre- 
sented by  May(n-  Lincoln  for  the  city,  and  1072  men 
as  Boston's  proportion  of  the  men  not  specially 
claimed  by  any  city  or  town;  and  she  was  thus  made 
free  from  all  drafts,  and  had  a  surplus  of  thousands 
of  men. 

It  is  contended  that  Mr.  Burrill  did  no  more  than 
copy  or  procure  to  be  copied  some  six  thousand 
names,  and  It  is  denied  that  he  could  have  influenced 
Congress  by  bribes  or  in  other  ways  to  get  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  to  recognize  naval  cadets.  The  cor- 
respondence betv.'een  Mr.  Healy,  City  Solicitor,  and 
Reverdy  Johnson  is  cited  in  this  connecti(m,  and  the 
various  claims  and  suits  of  Mr.  Burrill  are  comment- 
ed upon,  and  it  is  said  that  "here  is  a  claim  whose 
equity  is  denied  by  Mayor  Lincoln,  Mr.  Norcross,  Mr. 
Healy  and  others,  whoso  legality  is  denied  by  the 
courts,  and  which,  for  the  sake  of  getting  rid  of 
annual  importunity,  we  are  urged  to  settle  by  paying 
some  amount  of  money  from  the  city  treasury." 

Alderman  GalKeld  says  that  the  i)roi)er  performance 
of  our  duty  leads  us  to  the  inevitable  conclusion,  and 
comjicls  ns  to  state,  that  the  attempt  at  fraud,  ac- 
knowledged in  the  preceding  report  as  W(^U  as  our 
own,  debars  the  petitioner  from  all  right  to  any  com- 
pensation, no  matter  what  services  he' may  have  ren- 
dered, or  expenses  incurred   in  his   thus  far  unsuc- 
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ccssfnl  atteinpt.  We  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Cntter  and  Mr.  Thacher  of  the  Council 
assent  to  so  much  of  the  foregoing  report  as  recom- 
mends that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Mr  Brackett,  tlie  remaining  memher  of  the  com- 
mittee, gives  his  reasons  for  dissent  from  the  others, 

as  follows:  „      .  ,    .  .       ^,     ,-  . 

He  believes  that  Mr.  Burrill,  m  preparmg  the  list 
of  six  thousand  live  hundred  and  twenty-nine  men 
in  the  navy  belonging  to  Boston,  and  in  preparing 
the  proofs  that  they  did  belong  to  Boston,— witliour. 
whicli  proofs  tlie  fact  tliat  they  so  belonged  would 
nave  availed  the  city  nothing  in  diminishing  its 
quotas  under  the  various  calls  made  upon  it,— ren- 
dered the  city  a  valuable  service  at  a  critical  period; 
that  the  city,  in  accepting  that  list,  with  the  proofs 
accompanying  it,  and  presenting  it  as  the  list  of  the 
city,  thereby  accepted  that  service,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  original  contract  or  understanding 
under  which  it  was  undertaken;  that,  therefore, 
although  Mr.  Burrill  may  have  abandoned  his  right  to 
enforce  payment  for  his  services  by  legal  means,  and 
whatever  may  have  been  ills  chances  of  prevailing 
had  he  pursued  his  legal  remedy,  the  city,  having  ac- 
cepted the  beiielitof  his  services,  is  bound,  morally 
and  in  honor,  to  pay  him  what  tliose  services  were 
worth.  The  undersigned  believes  that  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  city  should  pay  a  fair  coinpt^usatiou  for 
beueflts  rendered  it  and  accepted,  whether  the  party 
rendering  them  is  able  to  enforce  such  payment  or 
not,  is  one  which  will  meet  with  the  indorsement  of 
a  very  large  majority  of  our  citizens,  and,  therefore, 
that  we  are  justified,  as  their  representatives,  in 
recommending  such  payment  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  Brackett.  reviews  the  (]ucstion  of  services,  and 
believes  that  the  sum  of  $1.5,000  does  not  represent 
the  value  of  those  services.  The  action  of  the  City 
(Government  and  of  the  courts  is  ciled,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  value  of  the  men  at  the  time  is  consid- 
ered, ff  anything  was  due  Mr.  P.urrill,  when  did 
it  become  due?  Tliis  is  fixed  upon  as  due  Septem- 
ber, 18ti4,  when  the  work  was  completed,  and  -if 
$:50, 000  represented  the  value  of  the  seiwices,  the  in- 
terest should  be  added,  which  would  make  the 
amount  now  due  over  |v40,00li.  He  therefore  con- 
cludes with  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying preamble  and  order. 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  of  this  city  passed  an 
order  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Charles  fJurrill,  on 
the  latfi  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1870,  iu  the  follow- 
ing words,  to  wit: 

"Ordered,  That  there  he  allowed  and  paid  to  Henry 
W.  Paine,  the  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill,  the  suui  of 
$4t.),000,  in  I'ull  si-tllcnieut.  ol'  all  services  rendered, 
and  money  cxiiended  l)y  said  Burrill,  in  procuring 
credits  upon  the  quota  (tf  the  city  in  IHtil,  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  the  fund  appropriated  I'oi' 
incidental  expenses;  provided,  that  such  ]-e(ei])ts  and 
discharges  shall  be  executed,  hoth  by  said  Burrill 
and  said  Paine,  as  shall  be  satisfactoiy  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solicitor"; 

And  wheieas.  Before  payment  was  made,  on  the 
petition  of  cei'tain  taxpayers,  an  injunction  was 
served  upon  the  city  authorities,  restraining  them 
from  making  said  payment,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  legal  authority  to  do  so,  and  consequently 
said  ordei-  was  not  carried  into  effect; 

And  whereas,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  did,  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  A.  1).  IH'i'l,  pass  an  act 
authorizing  this  city  to  pay  said  sum,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

'"I'he  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to 
Charles  Bui-rill  ol'  Brookline,  the  sum  of  $40,000,  in 
satisfactiiHi  for  all  services  rendered  and  money  ex- 
pended by  liim,  in  procuring  credits  upon  the  quota 
of  voluiileers  of  said  city,  during  the  war  of  the  re- 
bellion, in  conformity  to  the  order  passed  liy  the  City 
Council  of  said  city, 'and  approved  Seiitember  12, 
1870,  and  may  raise  said  sum  by  taxation  or  other- 
wise" ; 
Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
above-mentioned  Paine,  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill, 
the  sum  of  |;40,000,  as  recited  in  t'le  iibove-mentioned 
order  passed  September  12,  1870,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  and  conditions  therein  mentioned,  and  as 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  above  refer- 
red to;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidental  Expenses. 


Mr.  Blackmar,  who  presented  the  report,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  hchoped  the  mem- 
bers would  come  to  a  more;  harmonious  conclusion 
than  the  committee  had. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  that 
there  will  be  required  to  complete  the  hose  house 
corner  of  P  and  Fourth  streets.  South  Boston,  about 
$2800.  The  original  ai)propriation  for  this  building 
was  .$20,000,  which  has  been  expended  as  follows: 
Land,  $;iOOO;  plans  and  advertising,  $475  64;  extra 
iron  work,  .$242  25;  fu'-'l,  $20  40;  contract  for  masonry, 
$8005;  for  carpentry,  $b770.  Total,  $20,01.3  29.  The 
additional  amount  of  mcmey  needed  is  for  heating 
apparatus,  gas  fixtures,  plumbing,  and  for  building 
retaining  and  fence  walls.  The  committee,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  wouIq  respectful- 
ly ask  for  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  I<\ind  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  hose  house  corner  of  P  and  Fourth 
streets,  South  Boston,  an  amount  not  exceeding 
$3000,  the  same  to  be  added  to  the  amount  already 
authorized  for  the  erection  of  a  hose  house,  South 
Boston. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Flrttley  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  accounts  of  the  City  and  County 
Treasurer  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1873,  made  a 
report  that  they  have  made  a  careful  examination  of 
the  accounts  and  have  compared  them  with  the  rec- 
ords iu  the  Treasurer's  ottice,  and  they  find  that  the 
entries  correspond  with  the  receipts  and  vouchers  on 
lile. 

The  business  of  the  office  during  the  past  year 
amounted  to  $17,547,014  31— on  city  account,  $17,209,- 
094  :10;  on  county  account,  $;W7,319  95.  The  amount 
of  bonds  held  by  the  city  for  Sales  of  real  estate  was 
$.5!)1.982  38.  The  amount  of  bonds  for  sales  of  estates 
purchased  for  widening  streets  was  ,$048,4:^3  31.  The 
cash  on  hand  was  $()8(),410  82. 

Acce|)ted  and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order,  which  was 
read  once,  that  live  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join, 
be  a  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  furnishing  mu- 
sic on  the  Common  and  other  parts  of  the  city,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  .ifJJOOO;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

THE  BASE-JIALI.   QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peikius  of  Ward  fi,  the  report 
(leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petitions  of  Beacon  ISase 
liall  Clui)  an<l  others  for  the  use  of  the  nortliwestia-n 
liortion  of  llu^  Common  as  a  play  ground  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  wished  to  make  a  point  of  or- 
der that  the  petition  was  not  properly  before  the 
Council.  Hy  the  amended  ordinance  providing  for  a 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common,  no  power  is 
given  to  the  Council  except  by  order  or  ordinance, 
the  old  ordinance  jiroviding  that  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  t  lie  Common  shal.l  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
comniiltee.  'i'he  joint  commitlee  had  a  hearing  on 
the  subject  of  tlie  )ietition,  but  it  should  not  have 
come  to   the  Council,  which  has  no  jurisdiction  of  it. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  point- of  order  was  not 
well  taken,  for  the  right  of  i>etition  was  unlimited, 
and  the  petition  was  before  the  Council  and  must  be 
acted  upon,  and  this  was  the  only  subject  now  for 
action. 

Mr.  Cerkins  stated  in  explanation  that  the  subject 
was  before  the  Ccmncil  lieeause  the  committee  were 
ordered  to  report.  But.  inasmuch  ;is  the  Council  had 
no  powei-  in  th;:  management  of  the  (!ommon,  action 
could  not  be  taken  on  tlu^  subject  of  the  petition. 

The  (!haii'  ruled  that  the  subject,  was  in  order,  as  it 
stands  at  present,  but  he  had  no  time  to  examine  the 
question  legally. 

Mr.  I'cikins  said  that  holding  the  opinions  which 
he  did,  tlu^  committe  C(nild  act  upon  the  subject  as 
they  saw  fit.  Unless  an  order  or  ordinance;  was 
passed,  or  without  special  instructions,  they  would 
not  be  bound  by  the  action  of  the  Council. 

The  (Ihair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  give  the  petitioners  leave  to  with- 
draw, and  the  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Adjourned. 
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ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTOI^. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    3G,    1873. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alderman  Cutter, 
the  chairman,  presidinj;. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Six  sheriff's  jurors  were  drawn. 

APPOINTMENTS    jrADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Constables— H.  M.  Forristall,  Nathaniel  Whittier, 
James  M.  Hodgate. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Bundle  Hay  and  Straw- 
William  P.  Boardman. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— F.  F.  Bibber, 
for  P  street  and  its  vicinity ;  Charles  Hoffman,  for  Bar- 
rister's Hall ;  James  S.  Baker  and  John  Krnest  for  the 
Boston  Sugar  Kelinery;  Dennis  P.  Donovan,  for 
Temple  place  and  its  vicinity;  Orlando  D.  Cook,  for 
Federal-street  Bridge;  George  W.  Andrews  for  Cross 
street,  between  North  and  Salem  streets;  Rufus  K. 
Symmes,  for  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

Mayor's  Clerk— The  appointment  of  James  L.  Hil- 
lard,  as  Mayor's  Clerk,  was  read  and  sent  down. 

The  appointment  of  Cyrus  H.  Thomas,  as  Sergeant- 
of-Police.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Dennis  Sullivan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
fifty  horses  rear  of  Cove  street. 

John  O'Donnell  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Saratoga  street,  junction  of 
Chelsea  street. 

Stillman  Wilson,  for  leave  to  occupj^  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Third   street,  adjoining  No.  433. 
Thomas  Carbrey,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden   sta- 
ble for  ten  horses  at  No.  1482  Tremont  street. 

James  Brosnan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  six  horses  in  Franklin  court,  Ward  Iti, 

Dudley  Pray,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Silver  street,  between  C  and  U 
streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Frederic  W.  Bradlee  and  others  and  F.  H.  Peabody 
and  others,  that  fast  driving  on  Beacon  street  may  be 
stopped.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

Julia  Hurley  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Spring  street. 

Samuel  R.  Spinney,  that  Eighth  street,  between  K 
and  M  streets,  be  put  in  order. 

Edward  A.  Hunting  and  others,  that  Chandler  street, 
from  Berkeley  street  to  Columbus  avenue,  be  paved 
with  wood. 

G.  K.  Richardson  and  others,  that  Boylston  street, 
from  Berkeley  street  to  Clarendon  street,  be  put  in 
order. 

J.  Pelt  Osgood  and  others,  that  sidewalks  and  edge- 
stones  be  laid  on  Guild  street. 
Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
Heirs  of  W.  L.  Cushing,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Purchase  street,  caused  by  the  widening  op- 
posite iheir  estate. 

Henry  A.  Thomas,  to  be  compensated  for  taking 
land  on  Bedford  street,  in  1853. 
Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
Thomas  Gogin  and  others,  that  the  surface  of  Tel- 
egraph Hill  be  repaired.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Common,  elc. 

S.  F.  Williams  and  others,  that  a  tree  en  Walnut 
street,  near  Pickering  place,  be  removed.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 
George  E.  Dillingham  and  others,  for  additional 
flre  alarm  apparatus  for  Sha^'mut  avenue,  between 
HoUis  street  and  Indiana  place.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Alarms. 

Mary  Laudregan,  for  compensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived from  falling  through  Federal-street  Bridge  in 
September,  1872. 

Mary  Perry,  for  compensation  for  injuries  by  fall- 
ing on  the  sidewalk  on  HanOver  street. 
Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
S.  S.  Woodcock,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Adams  and  Gibson  streets,  beyond  the  legal 
dimensions. 

Prank  J.  Downs,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Albany  street  and  the  corner  of  Stoughton 
street,  within  the  building  limits. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 


Howard  A.  Doe,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  Broadway,  between  L  and  M  streets.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Frederic  P.  Moseley  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Crescent  avenue.  Ward  Ki. 

John  Mulloy,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  in 
Newman  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

John  A.  Jones,  for  a  license  as  an  auctioneer,  at 
Nos.  5.5-59  Portland  street.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Licenses. 

Alderman  Quincy  presented  a  petition,  signed  by 
George  B.  Emerson,  John  Amory  Lowell,  and  150 
others,  representing  that  elm  trees  spread  their  roots 
near  the  surface  of  the  ground  in  search  of  air  and 
moisture,  which  are  essential  to  their  growth;  that 
the  process  of  covering  them  with  asphalt  pavement, 
as  is  now  being  done  on  the  Tremont-street  mall, 
is  certain  to  produce  the  decay  and  ultimate  destruc- 
tion of  the  noble  line  of  trees  now  standing  there; 
that  the  gravelled  walk,  only  frequented  in  fine 
weather,  affords  a  great  relief  from  the  hard  pave- 
ment of  the  streets— they  therefore  pray  that  this 
process  may  be  immediately  stopped,  and  the  gravel 
restored  to  the  part  already  done.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common,  with  instructions  to  report 
thereon. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Mayor: 

"Boston,  May  26,  1873. 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen— It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  cer- 
tain parties  are  in  the  habit  of  removing  gravel  from 
Loug  Island  to  be  used  as  ballast  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, claiming  the  right  to  do  so  under  an  order  of 
your  honorable  Board,  passed  May  28,  1867.  Owing 
to  the  length  of  time  since  the  passage  of  that  order, 
and  my  attention  beiug  called  to  the  fact  that  further 
continuance  of  the  practice  may  be  injurious  to  the 
harbor,  I  desire  to  suggest  your  early  consideration 
of  the  question  whether  the  order  should  be  revoked. 
Henby  L.  PiERCB,  Mayor." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor  on  the  part 
pf  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

DORCHESTER    TRUST   FUNDS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Treasurer  transmitting  his  accounts  with  the  Dor- 
chester Trust  funds  for  the  year  ending  April  3.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury. 

HEARINGS   ON   ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  sewers  in  Neponset  avenue,  between 
Taylor  street  and  Neponset  River;  in  Taylor  street, 
between  Neponset  avenue  and  Wood  street;  in  Wood 
street.  Walnut  street.  Water  street.  High  street  and 
Ericsson  s.reet,  all  in  Ward  16;  also  on  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  Harrison  avenue,  between  Maiden 
and  Union-park  streets,  were  severally  taken  up.  No 
person  appeared  in  either  case,  and  the  reports  were 
recommitted. 

The  hearing  on  the  order  of  notice  on  petition  of 
the  Times  Publishing  Company  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  in  the  basement  of 
building  No.  27  Province  street,  was  taken  up.  No 
person  objected,  and  the  report  was  recommitted. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  establish  a  grade  for  Cottage  street,  be- 
tween Stoughton  street  and  Dorchester  avenue. 

Order  to  establish  a  grade  for  Dorchester  street  and 
for  Boston  street,  between  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Mount  Vernon  street. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  in  and  macadamize  the 
roadway  of  Norfolk  avenue,  between  Hampden  and 
Magazine  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $7000. 

Order  to  set  edgestones    in  Prescott  street    from  . 
Eustis  to  Hampden  streets,  and  in  Eustis  street  from 
Prescott  to  Hampden  street,  and  to  pave  the  side- 
walks. 

Order  to  establish  a  grade  for  Bolton  street,  be- 
tween D  and  E  streets. 

Order  to  grade  Bolton  street  from  D  to  E  street,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $2500. 

Order  to  grade  H  street  from  Second  to  Third 
streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $800. 

Order  to  establish  a  grade  for  Bowen  street,  between 
D  and  E  streets. 

Order  to  allow  Arthur  W.  Willard  to  take  birds  and 
eggs  for  scientific  purposes  only  as  provided  by  law. 

Order  to  allow  Rueter  &  Alley  to  lay  an  iron  water 
pipe  under  Heath  and  New  Heath  streets,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions. 

Order  to  pay  the  Chelsea  Highland  Company  $97  20 
as  interest  on  award  for  land  damages  in  widening 
Washington  avenue  in  Chelsea. 
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Orders  to  rescind  order  of  Nov.  1,  1872,  autlior- 
iziiiji  tile  purcliase  of  land  of  Old  Colony  Si  Newport 
KiiilVoart  (lomiiiuiy,  ;is  a  site  for  Police  Station  No. 
11,  .-nid  for  the  purcliase  instead  thereof  of  :\  sile  on 
Adams  street  of  Joliii  II.  Kobinson,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose and  at  the  same  cost  (.pSOO.) 

( M'dcr  I  o  abate  sewer  assessment  of  $280  97  levied 
upon  l<\  J.  Oliver's  heirs,  and  $11!)  41  assessed  iiiioii 
John  l;ri,i;lit  for  a  si^wer  in  Trenton  street,  and  assi^ss 
the  same  upon  William  S.  Pattee;  also  to  abate  $14  18 
assessed  upon  Henry  A.  Wetherbee  for  a  sewer  in 
Warren  street  and  assess  the  same  upon  Isaac  Fenno. 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Prescott  &  Chapin,  Tileston  & 
Hollingsworth,  and  of  Joseph  D.  Fuller,  were  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

'I'lie  remonstrance  of  the  Committee  on  the  Wash- 
ington and  Dudley  School  Districts  against  the  plan 
proposed  for  the  new  "rammar  schoolhonse  on  Dud- 
ley street,  was  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Public 
Iiistruelion,  in  concurrence. 

The  nomination  by  CHerk  of  Committees  of  Wil- 
liam W.  C^lapp  as  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees, 
was  approved,  in  concurrence. 

'I'lie  report  of  committee  appointed  to  examine  ac- 
counts of  the  City  Treasurer,  was  accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

ADDITIONAL     APPROPRIATION     FOR    FOTTRTH    OF    .TtTLY 
CELEBRATION. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  .ioint  special  committee 
appointed  to  make  arrangenienis  for  the  celebration 
of  the  ninety-seventh  anniversary  of  the  Declaration 
of  .American  Independimce  made  a  report,  that  the 
committee  had  instrncted  him  to  request  an  addition 
al  appropriation  of  ,f  501)0  to  cover  the  expense  of  an 
exhiliitu)n  of  fireworks  on  the  Common,  and  a  traus- 
Allantic  balloon  voyagi^  under  the  direction  of  Pro- 
fessor rlohn  Wise.  Tlie  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  is  respectfully  recommended: 

Ordered,  That  the  snm  of  $ri)0{\  be  added  to  the  ap- 
propriation heretofore  made  for  the  celebration  of 
the  ninety-seventh  anniversarj'  of  American  Indepen- 
dence, said  sum  to  he  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  order, 
Alderman  Clark  characterized  the  expenditure  fwr 
the  proposed  balloon  excursion  as  absurd,  and  a  waste- 
ful expendiliire  of  money. 

Alderman  Caflield  replied  tiiat  it  was  not  necessari- 
ly absurd,  for  the  possil)ilily  of  snccess  in  the  pro- 
positi balloon  voyage  was  believed  in  liy  the  princi- 
pal seieiitilic  men  of  the  country,  and  it  was  an  ex- 
periment worthy  to  lie  tried.  It  wonld  be  well  for 
this  city  to  inaugurate  such  an  honor,  and  if  success- 
ful it  would  confer  honor  upon  the  city  as  well  as 
upon  those  who  make  the  experiment. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  same  proposition  was 
made  last  year,  when  the  use  of  one-third  of  the 
Common  was  required  in  making  the  experiment  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  balloons,  and  three  months' 
preparation  were  required  in  getting  ready.  The  com- 
mittee did  not  think  it  advis.'ible  to  make  the  at- 
tempt. It  was  pro|)osedin  committee  to  abanJim  the 
fireworks  as  a  part  of  the  celebration,  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  spending  money  uselessly  for  sucli  a  balloon 
excursion,  and  giving  up  tireworks.  As  well  might 
they  abantUm  the  ringing  of  bells,  firing  of  cannon 
and  the  delivery  of  an  oration,  for  the  use  of  fire- 
works in  these  celebrations  was  commenced  in  the 
time  of  the  revolution  and  will  continue  until  the 
country  goes  out  of  existence.  If  the  appropriation 
was  for  tireworks  he  would  vote  for  it.  but  not  for 
the  wild-goose  experiment  of  attempting  to  cross  the 
ocean  in  a  balloon. 

Aiflerman  Brown;stated  that  he  was  at  first  opposed 
to  the  jpproprialion  for  ballooning,  because  if  the 
public  were  satisfied  that  the  experiment  could  be 
successfully  tried.  State  street  or  the  public  at  large, 
would  furnish  any  amount  of  money  which  would  be 
necessary.  He  was  nut  aware  of  the  votes  having 
been  taken  in  committee,  but  believed  the  citizens  of 
r.ost<iii  were  in  favor  of  the  fireworks  on  the  Fourth 
of  July. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  surprised  at  the 
course  of  the  Alderman  (Clark),  when  he  voted  for 
the  appropriation  in  committee.  As  to  the  absurdity 
of  the  proposition,  it  was  not  more  than  any  balloon 
ascension.  All  aeronauts  agree  that  when  once  they 
gel  to  a  certain  height,  the  currcuits  are  all  one  way, 
and  the  best  scientific  men  are  authority  that  it  is  so, 
and  it  would  not  be  absurd  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
ocean  with  the  advantage  of  such  currents. 

But  should  the  balloon  ascension  not  be  successful, 
it  vi-ould  be  the  most  interesting  one  ever  given. 
That  it  would  not  land  in  Europe,  it  was  not  for  us  to 
say.  'I'lie  committee  would  not  pay  |;3000  for  a  bal- 
loon ascension,  unless  they  tliouglil  it  feasible,  and 
that  they  will  be  likely  to  ascertain  before  the  Fourth 


of  July.  A  balloon  ascension  is  essential  to  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  is  a  great  source 
of  enjoyment,  it  is  attended  witli  no  danger, 
while  yearly  there  are  numerous  persons  iii.jured 
by  fireworks.  Yet  one  of  these;  need  not  affect 
the  other,  and  it  was  not  proposed  to  spend  money  for 
the  balloon  ascension,  unless  it  is  likely  to  take  place. 

Alderman  Clark  said  lie  was  opposed  to  spending 
.fSOOO  for  an  excursion,  when  the  balloon  is  likely  to 
come  down  in  Lynn  or  Marshfield.  As  to  accidents, 
there  were  never  any  from  fireworks  when  any  one 
is  employed  who  understands  his  business.  The 
difficulty  has  been  in  receiving  proposals  and  in  giv- 
ing tlie  contract  to  the  one  who  does  it  the  cheapest, 
and  the  result  was  that  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  don't  understand  the  business.  Balloons  were 
of  a  more  recent  date,  while  fireworks  had  ever  been 
connected  with  celebrations.  He  was  willing  to  pay 
a  reasonable  expense  for  a  balloon  ascension,  even 
when  it  collapsds,  but  not  such  a  sum  as  was  pro- 
posed, with  a  probability  that  the  balloon  would 
come  down  somewhere  in  Essex,  Norfolk  or  Middle- 
sex counties. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  surprised  at  the  re- 
mark of  the  Alderman,  for  on  the  score  of  antiquity 
balloons  were  older  than  fireworks.  It  had  become 
well  established  that  balloons  may  stay  up  as  long 
as  the  aeronauts  may  see  fit,  for  any  length  of  time, 
and  that  at  a  certain  height  the  wind  lilows  only  in 
one  direction.  The  mo.st  scientific  men  encourage 
the  experiment,  and  the  best  part  of  it  is  that  there 
is  never  any  danger  from  accidents  as  there  is  from 
fireworks.  Then  there  will  be  no  expenditure  for  the 
balloon  ascension,  unless  the  experiment  is  practi- 
cable and  assured. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  that  if  the  appropriation 
was  made  there  should  not  be  more  than  $500  ex- 
pended for  a  balloon  a.scension,  for  they  should  not 
be  so  lavish  of  money  when  the  balloon  will  land  not 
more  than  fifty  miles  from  Boston.  He  admitted  that 
he  did  vote  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  still  astonished  at  the 
ignorance  of  the  Alderman  regarding  ballooning, 
when  it  was  known  that  1.500  miles  had  been  trav- 
elled in  a  balloon,  without  accident. 

Alderman  Q.uincy  said  that  at  first  sight  it  appear- 
ed to  be  a  wild  goose  proposal  to  attempt  to  cross  the 
ocean  in  a  balloon;  and  yet  it  was  not  so.  Some 
years  ago  it  was  demonstrated  scientifically  that  a 
steamship  could  not  cross  the  ocean,  for  coal  enourfi 
could  not  be  carried  for  consumption,  and  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  coal  ships  meet  them  about  half 
way.  If  a  bona  fide  experiment  in  crossing  the 
ocean  is  to  be  made,  and  if  that  experiment  is  success- 
ful, that  chance  will  be  to  our  honor  in  aiding  it;  but 
even  if  not  successful  until  the  third  or  fourth,  it 
will  be  to  our  honor  in  aiding  in  the  first.  The  com- 
mittee is  not  expected  to  act  unless  sati-sficd  that  in 
the  view  of  scientific  men  it  is  feasible. 

Alderman  Clark  furthon-  opposed  the  scheme  as  un- 
reasonable, requiring  not  less  than  six  weeks  for 
preparation.  It  happened  to  him  to  know  one  of  the 
party  who  attempted  to  come  to  the  seacoast  from 
Cincinnati  and  was  tipped  out  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  Before  attempting  a  voyage  a  long  distance 
a,cross  the  ocean,  and  of  throwing  away  money,  it 
wonld  be  better  to  try  it  on  the  land,  or  where 
there  was  less  water. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  the  very  gentleman 
who  made  the  voyage  referred  to  was  to  make  this 
lie.  and  he  was  satisfied  that  in  going  1500  miles 
safely  he  conid  go  double  that  distance  as  well.  The 
committee,  if  not  competent  to  judge  of  the  matter 
scientifically,  were  cornpetent  to  make  a  bargain, 
and  they  would  not  bo  so  foolish  as  to  throw  away 
the  money  if  it  was  not  practicable. 

Alderman  Gibson  suggested  as  an  amendment  that 
the  sum  "should  not  be  paid  until  satisfactory  evi- 
dence was  received  of  the  arrival  of  the  balloon  in 
Europe. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  the  suggestion  to  be  a 
reasonable  (me,  and  he  w(nild  add  $2000  on. the  suc- 
cess of  the  experiment. 

The  order  took  its  second  reading  by  a  vote  of 
9  to  1,  and  was  passed  by  the  same  vote,  as  follows: 
.   Yeas— Bigelow,  Brown,    Cutter,    Emery.    Gaifield, 
Gibson,  Power,  Qiiincy,  Stebbins. 

Nay— Clark. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gaflield,  from  the  Committee  on  (Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  ])etition  of  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Frencu,  to  be  compensated  for  jieisonal  injuries 
caused  by  ,aii  alleged  defect  in  Kneeland  street,  made 
a  report  recommending  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Bepartment,  reported  in  favor  of  the  ijctitioii  of  Kid- 
der, Vaughn  &  Co.  for  a  license   to   manufacture, 
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store  and  mix  petroleum  at  their  factory  on  Chelsea 
street.    Accepted. 

Ald-rmmi  Uilisoii,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Market,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  Caleb  C. 
Long  lo  transfer  to  Katchelder  &  Ayres  lease  of  stall 
91  and  a  portion  of  cellar  No.  iti,  Fanenil  Hall  Market. 
Accepted. 

Aldernuiii  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  B'aneiiil 
Hall,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  the 
National  Lancers,  for  the  nse  of  Fanenil  Hall  Jnne 
]4,  on  the  occasion  of  l.heir  anniversary.  Accepted. 
Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables  as  follows:  Suffolk  Kind- 
ling Wood  Co..  for  leave  to  enlarge  stable  for  three 
additi<mal  horses,  on  First  street,  between  K  and  L 
streets;  Francis  W.  Kittredge  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three;  horses  on  Eggles.'on  square, 
between  Walnut  and  Shawniut  avenues;  Baylies  San- 
ford,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  four  horses 
on  Coffee  court,  from  Washington  street,  Ward  IG. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
Teported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  M.  J.  Flat- 
ley  and  others,  that  North  sheet  be  paved  with  wood 
near  Merchants' row,  and  of  Kobert  Strauss  &  Co., 
and  others,  that  Court  street,  from  ISowdoin  square 
to  Sudbury  street,  be  paved  with  wood.  Severally 
accei^ted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  To 
■  George  V.  Quigley  as  ai'  auctioneer;  to  eleven  news- 
boys and  six  bootblacks;  also  to  sundry  persons  as 
■victuallers;  for  a  billiard  saloon,  hack  stand,  wagon 
licenses,  transfer  of  wagon  licenses,  and  transfer  of  a 
victualler's  license.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  M.  Merrill  and  others, 
that  Madison  square  be  graded,  fenced,  etc.  made  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Publii;  Grounds  be  authorized  to  grade  Madison 
square  and  erect  a  wooden  fence  around  it,  sit  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  i|t;;^(IUO;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  no  action  necessary  on  the  i)etition  of  Zeph- 
aniah  Bassett,  for  abatement  of  Atlantic-avenue  bet- 
terments, as  the  petitioner  has  paid  his  betterments; 
and  on  petition  of  the  heirs  of  J.  C.  Dodge,  to  be  paid 
for  grade  damages  to  his  estate  on  Pearl  place,  as  the 
prayer  of  petitioners  has  been  granted.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
J.  A.  Tucker  and  others,  for  the  exterisi<m  of  Maga- 
zine street,  made  a  report,  recommending  the  pus- 
sage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Strec^t  Conimi.^sioners 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  extending 
Eusfis  street,  from  its  present  soutln'rly  terminus,  at 
a  width  of  forty  feet,  to  Magazine  street;  also,  of 
widening  Magazine  street,  west  of  Norfolk  avenue, 
to  forty  feet,  by  taking  land  of. -J.  If.  Chadwick  nnd 
others,  and  extending  said  Magazine  street  at  a  width 
of  forty  feet,  over  land  of  Owen  Nawn  iind  others, 
to  Dudley  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  dated  June  5,  ISTi,  and  report  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  expense  thereof. 
Accepted,  and  order  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Alarms,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  order, 
'  That  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  .Marms,  under  the 
direction  of  the  committee  on  that  department,  be 
authorized  to  place  a  tower  and  alarin  bell  on  the 
Prescott  Schoolhouse  at  East  Boston  at  an  estimated 
ex|iense  of  $2001),  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for^Fire  Alarms,"  made  a  report  that  they 
have  visited  the  place  and  found  that  a  bell  is  much 
needed  in  ttiat  porti(m  of  the  city,  and  they  are  of  the 
unanimous  opinion  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 
Read  and  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Alderman  Stehbine,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  W.  F.  Wade  that  water  be  furnished  to  his'estates, 
numbered  14(1-1.50  Canal  street,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Cochitu- 
ate  Walier  Board.    Accepted. 

KESERVOIB   ON  PARKER     HILL. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  to  whonr  was  referred  the  request 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation 
to  extend  1  he  main  pipes  in  Roxbury  and  Dorchester, 
and  also  to  purchase  land  and  build  a  reservoir  on 
-  Parker's  Hill,  having  considered  tin;  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the   passage  of  the  accompanying 


orders.  The  expense  of  building  the  i-eservoir  as 
authorized  by  the  recent  act  of  the  Legislatnre,  is 
estimated  as  follows: 

Ifive  acres  of  laml  at  not  exceeding  flfteen  cents 

per  foot $:ia,(>70 

HuildhiK  tlie  reservoir 73,500 

Laying  24-uicli  main  to  connect ii»,500 

Total  estimated  expense SMS.C'iO 

Add  ten  per  cent,  for  contingencies 14,5()T 

$160,237 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Cicmimittee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  Jib's, 000,  to  be  added  to  the  appro- 
priuti(Ui  heretofore  made,  for  the  extension  of  the 
water  works  in  Wards  l;^,  14,  15  and  10. 

Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direetitni  of  the  tJommittee  on  Pi- 
nance,  the  sum  of  $1111,000,  said  sum  to  be  expended, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
for  land  and  constructing  a  reservoir  on  Parker's  HilK 
and  making  the  neeess"ary  connections  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  au- 
thorized, as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  pur- 
chase, or  otherwise  take,  such  land  or  real  estate  as 
may  be  required  for  a  reservoir,  at  or  near  the  summit 
of  Parker's  Hill,  in  Ward  1.5;  and  also  to  purchase,  or 
otherwise  take,  land  or  real  estate  necessary  to  main- 
tain suitable  lines  of  pipes  for  said  reservoir,  as  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  for  the  passage  of  the 
orders  at  this  time,  as  it  was  injporta'it  that  the  sub- 
ject should  receive  the  early  attention  of  the  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  orders  would  be  laid 
over,  for  it  might  assume  a  different  sh.ipe  when  it 
comes  up.  People  of  good  judgment  had  as.sured 
him  that  perhai)s  some  other  hill  might  be  found  ne- 
cessary which  would  answer  a  better  purjiose  for  a 
reservoir.  'J'bere  was  a  hill  close  to  Brighton,  one 
hundred  feet  higher,  and  Parker's  Hill  might  not  prove 
to  be  high  eiuuigh,  in  ease  of  the  annexation  of  the 
neighboring  towns,  while  the  taking  of  the  foinier 
would  obviate  the  necessity  of  taking  others  in  the 
future. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  the  committee  and 
the  Water  Board  had  in  view  the  prospective  wants 
of  West  Roxbury  and  Brookline,  which  he  doul)ted 
not  would  soon  be  annexed.  It  was  believed  by 
the  City  Engineer  that  Corey'.s  Hill  would  be  too 
high  for  a  reservoir,  and  if  one  was  constructed  there, 
it  would  be  lU'cessary  to  i)ut  it  <»\  the  side,  half  way 
up,  and  its  construction  would  l>e  at  an  extra  ex- 
pense of  !|;1,50.000.  It  would  not  be  advisable  to  have 
the  reservoir  there,  and  tliey  could  not  put  it  there 
except  with  authority  from  the  Legislature.  Perhaps 
nothing  would  be  lost  by  laying  the  order  over,  yet 
Parker's  Hill  was  believed  to  be  the  place  of  all  oth- 
ers, nearest  to  the  pum))ing  apparatus,  and  to  the 
territory  to  be  supplied  with  watei-. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  was  engaged  iu  his  own  duties,  which  he  under- 
stood so  well,  in  another  department,  and  was  un- 
able to  accompany  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
to  Parker's  Hill.  The  water  question  was  faithfully 
discussed  on  tlie  spot,  aided  by  the  t:ity  Engineer, 
vvho  was  present.  They  were  wMling  to  take  his 
judgment  on  matters  reported  upon  by  him,  and  the 
Water  Committee  were  satisfied  that  this  was  the  best 
place  for  a  reservoir.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
allow  the  orders  to  take  their  course. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  would  not  wi.sh  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  what  the  Water  Board  be- 
lieved to  be  a  pressing  need,  but  he  had  heard  within 
a  day  or  two  that  Parker's  Hill  would  not  he  high 
enough  to  fuinish  the  sui)ply  of  water  which  might 
be  needed.  The  distance  f}()m  Corey's  Hill  would  be 
shorter  from  the  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  and  would 
iMit  require  so  great  a  distance  for  the  water  to  be 
pumped;  but  if  the  matter  was  in  such  a  shape  that 
it  would  be  a  sericms  drawback,  he  would  not  press 
the  question  to  lay  the  subject  over.  It  was  a  great 
and  important  matter,  and  persons  of  experience 
and  good  judgment  had  urged  it  as  a  ground  for  de- 
lay that  the  liiatter  might  be  more  fully  looked  into. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  the  committee  had 
reduced  the  estimated  expense,  believing  the  sum  of 
$230,000  to  be  far  too  high.  They  were  of"  the  opinion 
that  fifteen  cents  a  foot  was  high  enough  for  land  on 
Parker's  Hill,  and  none  could  be  purchased  in  Brook- 
line  at  a  less  cost. 

The  orders  were  passed  by  a  vote  of  9  to  1. 

REPORT   ON   MADiaON-SQUAEE   PILLING. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  Doherty,  to  be  compensated  for  tilling 
Madison  si^uare,  made  a  report,  as  follows: 
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Oh  the  34th  March,  1871,  thu  petitioner  entered  into 
a.  contract  with  tlie  city  of  IJoston  to  iill  Madison 
square  by  depositing  thereon  good  cU\an  eartli  or 
aslies,  to  ail  amoiiut  not  exceeding  2(i,(i()()  cubic  yards, 
for  tlie  smn  of  forty-live  cents  per  cnl)ic  yard,  as 
measured  on  the  ground  l)y  the  City  Engineer. 

The  contract  required,  among  otlier  things,  tlial  at 
best  Iwo  hundred  cubic  yards  slioulil  be  deliv- 
ered oiieacli  worlving  day,  and  upon  the  failure  of  tlie 
contractor  to  deliver  tliat  amount,  the  city  was 
authorized  to  procure  other  parties  to  do  the  work, 
and  any  excess  in  price  was  to  be  paid  l)y  said  con- 
tractor. 

Tlie  price  named  for  the  work  was  much  below  the 
market  rate,  and  the  petitioner  was  informed  before 
signing  the  papers  that  he  would  lose  money  by  the 
tiaiisactiou.  He  persisted,  liowever,  in  his  desire  to 
do  the  worlv,  and  gave  a  satisfactory  guaiaiitee  for  its 
faithful  performance.  Having  failed  to  make  the 
progress  required,  after  being  repeatedly  notilied,  the 
contract  was  terminated  on  the  23dof  May, 1872,  and  on 
consideration  of  his  surrendering  it  and  releasing  the 
city  from  all  claims  under  it,  the  obligation  which  he 
had  given  to  pay  the  excess  in  price  for  the  additional 
111  ing  was  not  enforctd. 

He  now  claims  compeiisaticm  on  account  of  the 
seltling  of  the  lilliug  after  it  was  deposited  on  the 
ground  and  before  it  was  measured,  and  represents 
that  the  work  was  done  at  an  expense  of  over  $i)(lOO, 
and  at  a  loss  of  nearly  $5000.  The  contract,  how- 
ever, provided  that  the  material  should  be  measured 
after  its  delivery  on  the  ground,  and  the  contractor 
was  aware  that  he  would  have  to  sustain  the  loss  on 
account  of  the  settling  or  shrinkage  which  might 
take  place  during  the  interval  between  the  deiiosit 
and  the  measurement.  On  account  of  the  i)eculiar 
character  of  the  territory  to  be  covered,  justice  to  the 
contractor  ri'quired  that  the  hlHug  should  be  meas- 
ured within  a  reasonable  time  after  it  was  deposited. 
Estiniates  of  the  amount  deposited  were  made 
monthly  by  the  City  Engineer,  on  which  eighty  per 
cent,  of  the  contract  price  was  paid. 

It  appears  from  the  ollicial  returns  in  the  Auditor's 
oflicc,  that  the  amount  of  earth  deposited  by  the  peti- 
tiiuier  to  the  30th  April,  ISTi,  was  estimated  at 
11,000  cubic  yards,  When  the  contract  was  terminat- 
ed, twenly-tliree  days  later,  the  final  estimate  of  the 
City  Engineer  showed  only  ',)l)78  cubic  yards.  Here 
was  a  loss  of  1022  cubic  yards,  notwithstanding  the 
contniclor  had  during  that  interval  deposited,  ac- 
cording to  the  Supeiintendent  of  Public  Gnmnds, 
920  loads,  averaging  sixteen  cubic  feet  each.  The  ex- 
planation of  this  discrepancy  is  that  the  monthly  es- 
timates were  made  before  the  earth  had  settled,  and 
the  final  settlement  was  made  up(m  an  entirely  new 
measurement  of  the  surface  of  the  square.  In  this 
way  the  contractor  was  made  to  suHer  the  loss  of  all 
,  the  shrinkage  which  had  taken  place  during  a  period 
of  fourteen  mimths. 

Although  the  petitioner  has  no  legal  claim  upon 
the  city,  liaving  signed  a  release  when  the  last  pay- 
ment was  made,  the  ccmmittee  arc  of  opinion  that 
the  mimthly  estimate  of  the  City  Engineer,  instead 
of  the  linal  estimates,  should  have  been  taken  as  the 
basis  for  a  settlement,  and  that  to  the  last  monthly 
estimate  should  be  added  thi^  amount  deposited  in 
loads  up  to  the  termination  of  the  contract.  In  this 
view  of  the  case  the  amount  due  the  petitioner 
would  be  as  follows: 
W'^2  cubic  yards   (l)eing  the  difference  between 

tlie  e.<riiiiato  April  3U  and  May  23, 1872)  at  15  cts.  $459  90 
544  eutiic  yards   (l>ciiiK  tlie  amount  deiidsitcd  ac- 
cording to  tlu^  returns  of  tlie  Superiiitendeiit 
of  Public  Grounds  between  30th  April  and  'HA 
May)  at  45  cts 244  8U 

$704  70 
Interest  one  year,  6  per  cent 42  28 

Total $746  98 

The  committee  would  therefore  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Henry 
Doherty  the  sum  of  ,$74l)  98,  in  compensation  for  loss 
sustained  by  htm  on  account  of  the  settling  of  the 
earth  deposited  on  Madison  square,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  a  contract  with  the  city  of  Boston,  dated 
the  2;W  March,  1871;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
The  order  was  read  once. 

OCCUPATION  OF  THE  SOUTH  BOSTON  FLATS. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  addr(>s8  as  relates  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Hats  on  the  northerly  shore  of  South  Bos- 
ton, having  considered  the  sub.iect,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  reuoit: 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  matter  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Government  at  this  time  is  clearlv  stat- 


ed in  the  following  extract  from  the  address  above 
referred  to: 

"A  good  deal  of  time  was  expended  by  the  last  City 
Government  in  ad.iusting  a  comprehensive  plan  for 
uniting  the  Commonwealth,  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company,  the  Boston  Wharf  Company  and 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  work,  already  too  long  de- 
layed, of  improving  the  South  Boston  flats.  The  oc- 
cupation of  these  llats  is  incidental  to  a  great  harbor 
improvement  which  the  Commonwealth  has  under- 
taken, the  first  instalment  of  which  will  secure  the 
removal  of  Anchorage  Shoal,  and  some  two  hundred 
acres  to  the  deep  water  of  the  upper  harbor  of 
Boston. 

In  view,  also,  of  the  uses  to  which  this  territory  is 
to  be  put  as  terminal  grounds  at  deep  water  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  and  without 
doubt  of  the  new  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad 
Company,  soon  to  be  organized,  it  cannot  fail  to  be 
seen  that  the  prosecution  of  this  enterprise  has  vital 
relations  to  the  future  development  of  the  city.  It 
was  snpi)osed  that  all  interests  had  been  reconciled 
in  the  indenture  of  four  parts  which  the  City  Council, 
in  November  last,  authorized  the  Mayor  to  execute. 
It  failed,  however,  to  settle  the  terms  on  which  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  might  use  its 
land  for  railroad  purposes,  and  the  city  maintain 
over  the  same  territory  highways  safe  and  convenient 
for  travel.  The  last  year  closed  before  the  negotia- 
tions on  this  point  were  concluded.  I  recommend 
that  the  consideration  of  this  subject  be  resumed  at 
an  early  day.  in  order  that  this  great  improvement 
may  be  entered  upon  by  the  parties  in  interest  during 
the  coming  season." 

The  representatives  of  the  several  parties  in  inter- 
est having  conferred  together  have  finally  agreed 
upon  the  form  of  indenture,  a  copy  of  which  is  ap- 
pended hereto.  The  only  material  alteration  in  the 
agreement,  which  the  Mayor  was  authorized  by  the 
last  City  Council  to  execute,  is  the  reservation  to  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  of  the  right, 
so  far  as  it>  own  territory  is  concerned,  to  lay  its 
tracks  at  grade  across  Eastern  avenue,  the  extension 
of  B  street  northeasterly  of  Eastern  avenue,  and 
across  Northern  avenue;  also  to  lay  its  tracks,  not 
exceeding  two,  at  grade  along  Korthem  avenue,  and 
the  extension  of  B  street,  northeasterly  of  Eastern 
avenue,  as  authorized  by  the  fourth  section  of  chap- 
ter 401  of  the  acts  of  1809,  the  locaticm  of  said  tracks 
to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Surveyors  of 
Highways  (the  Board  of  Aldermen)  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  It  will  be  perceived  that  no  tracks  are  to  be 
laid  along  Eastern  avenue,  and  that  in  the  case  of 
Northern  avenue  and  B  street  the  reservation  does 
not  go  beyond  the  authority  already  granted  by  the 
Legislature.  The  provision  in  the  act  referred  to  is 
as  follows: 

"And  said  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  may 
lay  and  use  railroad  tracks  along  and  across  those 
•  arts  of  any  streets  in  South  Boston  adjoining  any 
lands  or  flats  purchased  by  them  of  said  Common- 
wealth, or  taken  with  its  consent." 

As  the  improvement  of  these  flats  is  due  mainly  to 
the  enterprise  of  the  railroad  corporations,  it  is  to  be 
expected  of  course  that  the  territory  will  be  largely 
occupied  for  railroad  purposes;  and  it  is  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  improvement  that  every  facility 
consistent  with  the  public  safety  and  convenience 
should  be  aflorded  to  them. 

The  committee  would  respoctfullv  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

The  order  contains  the  indenture  of  eleven  printed 
pages.     City  Hoc.  71. 

Its  pas.sage  was  urged  by  Alderman  Clark,  but  sub- 
sequently, in  the  belief  that  all  the  Aldermen  were 
not  familiar  with  the  provisions  of  the  contract,  it 
was  laid  over. 

ORDUnS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  work  covered  by 
the  contract  for  rebuilding  Federal-street  Bridge,  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  be  authorized  to  contract  for 
the  performance  of  such  other  work  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  put  the  said  bridge  in  complete  running 
order;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Rebuilding  Federal-street  Bridge. 

Ordered,  That  John  W.  Morris  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  as  a  Field  Driver  and  Pound  Keeper  at 
East  Bosttm,  in  place  of  John  S.  Underwood,  re- 
signed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be  au- 
thorized to  close  Fancuil  Hall  Market  if  they  deem  it 
expedient,  on  Decoration  Day,  the  :iOth  inst. 

Ordered,  That  the  tJommittce  on  Fire  Department 
be  authorized  to  visit  the  several  steam  fire  engine 
establishments,  to  better  enable  them  to  select  the 
most  etticient  and  approved  engines,  hose,  and  hook 
and  ladder  carriages  for  the  city  service,   at   an  ex- 
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pense  of  $1000;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priations for  the  Pirc  Department. 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  niueh  confnsioii  and 
trouble  arise  in  Soutli  MarlvCt  street,  by  the  conco,  rse 
of  wagons  which  approacli  Fanenil-llall  Market  in 
all  directions  in  the  afternoons,  and  that  some  means 
of  regulating  the  approach  and  location  of  said 
wagons  are  necessary;  it  is  Iherefon!  lierehy 

Ordei'ed,  That  the  Superinlendent  of  the  Market  or 
.ills  dejinty  he  and  they  are  directed,  with  the  appro- 
liation  of  the  chairman  of  the  Market  Commil lee,  to 
close  up  one  end  of  South  Market  street  against  the 
passage  of  vehicles  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  ex 
pedient  so  to  do,  and  for  snch  length  of  time  as  may 
be  judged  necessary  for  the  purpose  intended. 

Whereas,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  down  or  re- 
niove  the  old  Clity  Hall  Uiiilding  on  Dudley  street, 
Kosbury,  to  give  [tlace  to  the  new  Oraminar  .School- 
house  to  he  erected  on  that  site,  and  that  provision 
must  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Munici- 
pal Court  for  the  Southern  District    elsewhere;  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Commil  lee  on  Police,  be  di- 
rected to  provide  in  Police  Station  House  No.  9  ac- 
commodations for  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  South- 
ern District  and  of  the  necessary  offices  connected 
therewith;  the  expenses  of  the  same,  not  exceeding 
1500.  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  C;oun- 
ty  of  Snffiolk;  and  that  said  court  be  transferred  to 
the  new  premises  when  they  are  made  ready. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  di- 
rected to  construct  sewers  in  Neponset  avenue  be- 
tween Taylor  street  and  Neponset  River;  in  Taylor 
street  between  Nepon.'jel  avenue  and  Wood  street,  in 
Wood,  Walnut,  Water,  High  and  Erics.sou  streets, 
and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  to  this  Board, 
pursuant  to  law. 

'  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  author- 
ized to  cause  the  removal  of  Ihe  foot  bridges  over  the 
Boston  <t  Providence  Kailrcad,  at  West  Canton 
street  and  Berwick  Park,  and  for  that  puri)ose  to  sell 
the  same  by  public  auction 

■  Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commitiee  on 
Paving,  to  contract  for  the  watering  of  those  streets 
in  the  "Imrnt  district'"  not  now  watered  by  persons 
duly  licensed  by  the  city;  the  expense  thereof,  not 
exceeding  $850  per  month,  to  he  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Burnt  Uislrict. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Ellen  F.  Cilley  the 
sum  of  .$4000,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  her  estate  on  Howard  avenue.  Ward  10,  by 
the  lowering  of  the  grade  ol  said  street,  as  ordered 
by  the  Board  of  Alderman,  September  12,  1S71,  upon 
the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Snpei'intendent  of  Sti'eets  be  di- 
rected to  pave  Eastern  avenue  and  Commerci:.d  street, 
at  the  head  of  Kasteru  avenue,  with  small  granile 
.blocks,  at  ail  estimated  cost  of  I^SdOO. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  (iallield — 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee be  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  C'ty  Council  a  copy  of  the  report  made  to 
the  School  Committee,  May  i.'J,  by  the  Coinniittee  on 
Schoolhonses  and  Grammar-School  Sections,  upon 
tlie  expediency  of  rearrauging  the  school  districtw  in 
the  central  portions  of  the  cily. 

On  motion  of  .'\lderman  (jnincy — 

Ordered,  That  the  Commitiee  on  County  Aeconnts 
be  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements  with  the 
Kegister  of  Deeds  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  preparation  of  the  classilied  indiies  to  the  Sull'olk 
deeds  for  the  year  IST.'i,  and  also  an  index  to  the 
'  ''sales  of  real  estate  for  taxes."  and  to  the  plans  liled 
ill  the  registry  during  that  time;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  tlie  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  be  instructed  lo  communicate  to 
the  General  Court  now  in  session,  this  Board's  ap- 
proval of  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  lowei  branch 
providing  for  the  conveyance  of  Berkeley  sireet  to 
the  city  of  Boslon.  and  tbis  Board's  intention,  should 
■the  same  hi'<oine  a  law,  to  request  a  deed,  in  accord- 
ance wilh  the  provisions  thereof. 

Alderman   tiuincy,  in    oil'ering    the  above    order, 

"stated  that  a  liill  was  pending  before   the  Legislature, 

.Reported  by  Ihe  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House, 

in   which   the  committee  propose  to  deed  Berkeley 

street  to    the    city   at  a  width  of  eighty  feet,  but  a 

minority  report  was  made  giving    to  the  city  a  bill  in 

equity,  cm  the  ground  that  it  was  not  consistent  wilh 

,,tl>e    dignity   of    the  Commonwealth   to    offer  deeds 

!  which  the  city  neglected  or   refused   to   accept.     The 

only  deed  which    the  city  n'fused  was   to  accept  a 

street  of  sixty  feet  which  had  been  laid  out  at  eighty 

feet.    It  hud  "been  said  as  the  attitude  of  this  Board, 


that  it  was  divided  in  opinion,  and  he  desired  th 
passage  of  the  order  to  show  that  attitude. 

The  order  was  passed  with  no  dissent. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Orderetl,  Tnat  the  Commiltee  on  the  Common  and 
Public  (irounds  be  authori/.etl  to  contract  for  water- 
ing the   street  around    the  public  grounds,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  excc^eding  JjilOOO;  to  be  charged   to  the  ap 
l)ropria.liun  for  Comiiuni  aiul  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  Tlial.  there  be  jiaid  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Cordis  the  sum  of  .-J^SOlfl  for  land  taken,  and  all 
damages  occasioned  to  his  estate  by  the  widening  of 
Milk  street,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, on  the  usual  conditions:  to  be  charged  to  the 
Burnt-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  toEbenezer  C.  Millikeu 
the  sum  of  $;3.500  for  land  taken,  and  all  damages 
occasi(med  to  his  estate  by  the  widening  of  Ctm- 
gress  street,  on  the  usual  conditious;  to  he  charged  to 
the  Burnt-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  lie  paid  to  George  C.  Richard- 
son the  sum  of  .$18,000  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  lo  his  estate  by  the  widening  of  Federal 
street;  also  to  pay  said  Kichardson  $5'140  for  land  and 
damages  by  the  widening  of  Devonshire  street,  on 
the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt-Dis- 
trict Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  S.  R.  Spalding  $10,- 
201,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  to  hie 
estate  by  the  widening  of  Federal  street;  also,  $14,- 
100  for  land  taken  and  damages  to  his  estate  by  the 
widening  of  Congress  street .  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions; to  be  chaiijed  to  the  Burnt-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  G.  H.  &  W.  P.  Kuhn, 
trustees,  $liO(l  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  the  heirs 
of  Freeman  Allen,  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  (d'  Coiigrc^ss  street,  upon  tluMisual  condi- 
tions; to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That,  there  be  paid  to  .Tames  Lawrence 
and  olhers,  $19,250  lor  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  extension  of  Pearl  street,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  P.urnt-District 
Loan, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Sampson  &  Daveu- 
jiort  $7,525  for  land  taken,  and  all  damages  occasion- 
ed to  their  estate  by  lln^  widening  of  Franklin  street; 
also  to  pay  Sampson  &  Davenport  $00  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Congress  street,  upon  the  usual  conditions; 
to  be  chaigefl  to  ihe  Burnt-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Benjamin  G. 
Boardman  the  sum  of  :|j;8000  for  land  taken  ."iid  all 
damages  occasioned  to  his  estate  by  the  widenina;  of 
Cor  gress  sireet,  upon  the  u.sual  conditions;  to  be 
charged  to  the  Hui'iil-District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  therr  be  jiaid  to  Charles  Roberts  the 
sum  of  .$1:^1!  for  land  taken  to  widen  Chambers  street, 
at  the  corner  of  Green  streel,  by  order  of  this  Board, 
Oi;t.  25,  18iO,  ui)on  the  usual  Gondii  ions;  to  be  charged 
to   the  appropriation   for  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  A.  P.  Darl- 
ing the  sum  of  $ll!,.5;i4  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  to  his  estate  by  the  extension  of 
Washington  street,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  Sept.  0,  1872,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions; to  be  charged  lo  the  Washinetou-street  Ex- 
tension Loan. 

An  order  to  quit,  was  passed,  notifying  Henry  Lee, 
heirs  of  J.ames  11.  Fosler.  Warren  A.  Rogers,  heirs  of 
William  11.  Monroe.  Justin  S.  Ambrose,  Rlary  Chism, 
Elizabeth  Child.  Gilbert  Evans  and  all  others  inter- 
ested, as  owners,  proprietors,  tenaid.s,  etc.,  to  remove 
all  obslrnctions  on  or  over  the  line  of  widening  of 
Bedford  sireet,  by  the  1st  of  August  next. 

An  order  was  passed  to  pay  a  jail  requisition  for 
$16;>8  27. 

ELECTION  OF   AITDITOR. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  election  of  aCityAu- 
ditor.when  Alfred  T.  Turner  was  unoniniously  reelect- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield — 

Ordeied,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Common 
Council  jiroposing  a  convention  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council  on  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  May, 
inst,,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  ?«!.,  for  ihe  purpose  of  choosing 
a  City  Treasurer  for  the  present  financial  year. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Fruit  street,  between  North  Anderson  and  Blo!5- 
soin  streets.    Hearing  Tuesday,  June  2,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Alpine  street,  at  the  westerly  end,  and  through 
land  of  Guild  and  others  to  Circuit  street.  Hearinc 
Tuesday.  June  2,  4  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  order  to  erect  an 
iron  fence  around  the  square  on  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue, between  Darlnionth  and  Exeter  streets;  also  to 
raise  the  grade  and  cover  said  square  with  loam  and 
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sods,  and  lay  out  walks,  at.  an  estimated  cost  of  $8000, 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  did  not  Icnow  what  the 
residents  on  C'lmimonwealth  avenue  might  prefer, 
but  jfood  taste  ealbxl  for  doing  away  witfi  all  fences 
around  iiublic  squares.  If  the  people  there  were  in 
favor  of  such  a  fi'nee,  he  did  not  know  thai  he  sliould 
oppose  tlie  i)assage  of  tlie  order. 

Aldernnm  Gallieid  inquired  what  would  be  the  cost 
of  a  slone  coping  for  sucli  a  place. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  he  did  not  know  what 
the  cost  might  be  there,  but  .judging  from  tlie  cost  at 
Mount  Auburn  and  other  places,  the  cost  would  be 
about  double  that  of  an  iron  fence,  about  $3  ti7  per 
foot,  which  would  make  for  1289  feet  a  cost  of 
$ViH;i  7'.t.  A  stone  fence  there  would  cost  double  that 
of  an  iron  fence,  and  the  stone  now  down  for  the  iron 
fence  would  be  lost.  He  hardly  thought  that  the 
people  there  would  consent  to  the  taking  down  of  the 
fence  which  had  been  put  up,  which  would  cost 
$12,000  or  $15,000,  and  although  he  had  talked  to  but 
one  person,  who  opposed  putting  up  a  stone  fence, 
he  believed  that  all  the  residents  would  prefer  to 
have  a  fence  similar  to  those  already  on  the  square. 
If  it  was  to  be  done,  it  should  be  commenced  at  once. 

The  order  was  passed. 

FURTHER  WIDENING   OP   WATER  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  order  for  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  report  the  esti- 
mated expense  of  a  further  widening  of  Water  street 
to  lifty  feet  between  Confjress  and  Broad  streets,  and 
of  its  extension  at  said  width  to  Atlantic  avenue,  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  order  was  laid  on 
the  table  on  his  motion,  for  he  did  not  suppose  it 
possible  that  the  people  would  consent  to  any  further 
widening  of  Water  street  and  extension  as  proposed, 
with  all  the  expense  of  street  widenings  on  their 
hands.  He  was  not  then  aware  who  the  member  of 
the  Common  Council  was  who  oil'ered  the  order,  and 
that  he  felt  aggrieved  because  action  was  not  taken 
on  the  order.  He  would  make  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  order  provided  it  would  not  revoke  the 
permits  to  build  already  given,  nor  retard.the  work 
of  building. 

Alderman  GafUeld  wished  to  know  if  the  parties 
interested  would  be  hindered  in  their  building. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  did  not  know  who  was  in 
favor  or  against  this  proposed  widening,  or  whether 
it  would  interfere  with  i)eriniis  granted.  Bnt  some 
day  or  another  he  believed  this  measure  would  be 
carried  out.  They  ought  to  consent  to  its  passage  in 
order  to  obtain  something  which  would  warrant  them 
in  the  rejection  of  the  project. 

Alderman  Power  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground 
tliat  he  could  not  give  any  reason  for  his  action.  It 
might  prove  to  be  desirable;  and  without  estimates 
of  the  cost  they  could  not  judge  whether  they  would 
be  warranted  in  spending  the  money  which  it  would 
cost. 

Alderman  Emery  opposed  indefinite  postponement, 
for  he  wished  to  ascertain  the  expense  and  whether 
it  could  be  done  now  less  than  hereafter.    It  was  the 


opinion  of  many  largo  tax  payers  that  it  ought  to  be 
done,  and  the  Street  Commissioners  would  be  belter 
able  to  judge  of  the  cost. 

Alderman  Gallieid  said  he  had  .secured  his  object 
in  bi  inging  out  the  opinions  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  believed  the  proposed  wid- 
ening  would  be  a  useless  expense,  which  would 
amount  to  half  a  million  dollars,  and  was  uncalled 
for.  There  was  no  occasion  for  it,  by  way  of  travel, 
for  it  had  Central  street  on  one  side  and  Milk  street 
on  the  otlier.  If  passed  there  should  be  a  proviso 
that  it  should  not  interfere  with  permits,  ana  if  esti- 
mates are  to  be  made  there  must  be  an  order  of  no- 
tice of  fourteen  days,  and  not  less  than  thirty  days 
would  be  lost  unless  it  was  to  be  carried  out.  He 
failed  to  see  any  advantage  in  the  measure. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  believe  it  would  retard 
the  work,  for  if  permits  were  given  the  work  would 
not  be  stopped,  and  if  they  go  ahead  it  would  en- 
hance the  expense,  making  greater  objection  to  the 
widening.  He  did  not  know  what  it  would  cost,  but 
the  Street  Commissioners  were  in  office  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Alderman  Gaffield  suggested  that  the  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  such  a  provision  would 
virtually  kill  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  said  that  it  would  hardly  fail  to  re- 
tard the  work.  If  the  parties  building  are  required  to 
tear  down  what  they  have  put  up,  it  would  greatly 
increase  the  expense,  as  they  had  the  experience  in 
the  widening  of  Lincoln  street.  It  would  cost  much 
much  more  now  than  when  the  order  was  offered, 
and  if  the  cost  would  be  $500,000,  it  would  be  almost 
useless  to  make  an  estimate. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

Alderman  Clark  suggested  an  amendment,  to  which 
the  Chair  responded  that  any  amendment  which 
might  be  made  would  send  the  order  back  to  the 
Council  and  cause  further  delay. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  there  was  on  the  table 
an  order  requiring  a  report  to  be  made  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Power  stated  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  was  absent,  and  it  was  but  recently  that  he 
learn(!d  that  he  was  expected  to  act  as  chairman.  He 
had,  however,  called  a  meeting  of  the  committee  for 
next  Thursday,  and  a  report  would  be  made  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

The  report  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Atiairs  the  subject  of  placing  the  control  of 
stables  in  the  hands  of  the  l?oard  of  Health,  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy  stated  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  obtain  any  legislation  on  the  subject  from 
the  present  Legislature,  at  this  late  day,  and  on  his 
motion  the  report  was  indefinetely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffleld— 

It  was  voted  that  when  the  Board  adjourns  it  be 
to  Thursday  evening  next,  to  meet  tlie  Common 
Council  in  convention,  and  that  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  be  on  Tuesday  of  next  week. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    39,    1873. 


The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  Alderman 
Cutter,  the  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  PKESENTED  AND  KEFERRED. 

Thomas  J.  Dunbar,  to  be  heard  in  relation  to  pro- 
hibition of  removal  of  gravel  from  Long  Island.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Harbor  on  the  part  of  this 
Board. 

Thomas  M.  Stevens,  for  a  sidewalk  at  the  corner  of 
Eighth  and  M  streets.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

John  W .  Rollins,  for  i£ave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Carver  street,  No.  89y^.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  this  board. 

Emma  H.  Crosby  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  the  unsafe  condition  of  the  sidewalk  ou 
Tremont  street,  near  the  Pavilion.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 


REPORT  OP  A  COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Emery  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas 
W.  Carter,  to  be  allowed  to  add  an  L  to  the  building 
on  the  hospital  wharf,  leased  by  him  from  the  city, 
made  a  report,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companing  order: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Thomas  W. 
Carter  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  L  of  the  dwell- 
ing house  now  standing  on  that  portion  of  hospital 
wharf  leased  by  the  city  to  him  Jan.  1, 1873,  as  he 
may  deem  advisable,  provided  the  same  is  done  un- 
der the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffleld,  the  estimates  of 
the  Street  Commissioners  upon  the  cost  of  widening 
Beach  street,  as  proposed  on  a  plan  of  the  City  Sur- 
veyor, May  4,  1808,  which  were  made  by  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  submitted  to  the  City  Council  of 
1872,  were  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files  and 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

CLOSING   or   CHELSEA-STREET    BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  Chelsea-street  Bridge  be  closed  to 
public  travel  on  and  after  the  30th  inst.,  and  remain 
closed  until  the  repairs  on  said  bridge  are  completed. 

The  Board  went  into  convention  with  the  CouHcil 
for  the  choice  of  Treasurer,  and  on  returning  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next,  4  o'clock. 


OOMMOlSr       OO  XT  NOIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

MAY    39,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  K.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  cliair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11.  the  roll  was 
called,  when  there  appeared  to  be  a  qiiornm  present, 
as  follows: 

Abbott,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Blackmar,  Boardman, 
Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Cudworth.  Dacey,  Darrow, 
Dean,  Denny,  T.  H.  Doherty,  Edwards,  Platley,  Hall, 
Harrington,  Hine,  Holmes,  Kingsley,  Lamb,  Madden, 
Marston,  Martin,  McCue,  McKeuiiey,  Morse,  Page, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Prescott,  Shaw,  Thaeher,  Up 
ham,  Warren,  Wells,  West,  Weston,  Woods,  Wood- 
waroi. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  petiticms  of  Howard  A.  Doe,  Frank  J.  Downes, 
Mary  Perry,  Mary  Landregan,  George  E.  Dillingham 
and  others,  Thomas  Gogin  and  others,  and  of  George 
B.  Emerson  and  others,  were  severally  referred,  in 
concurrence. 

The  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  on  Doichci^ter  Trust  Fund  was 
concurred  in. 

The  Mayor's  message,  stating  that  James  L.  Hillard 
has  been  appointed  Mayor's  clerk,  in  place  of  E 
Emerton,  resigned,  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  message  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  proposing 
a  convention  for  choice  of  Treasurer,  at  eight  o'clock 
this  P.  M.  was  concurred  in. 

CONVENTION. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  soon  came  in  for  a  conven- 
tion for  a  choice  of  City  Treasurer,  Alolerman  Cutter, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  presiding. 

ELECTION   OF   TREASURER. 

Alderman  Clark  and  Messrs.  Prescott  and  Dacey  of 
the  Council  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  the  votes  for  Treasurer,  the  result  of  which 
was  as  follows: 

Wliole  number  of  votes 5S 

Frederic  IJ.  Tracy sn 

and  there  was  one  vote  for  an  ineligible  person. 

Mr.  Tracy  was  declared  to  be  elected,  and  the  con- 
vention was  dissolved. 

The  following  reports  were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Kep<jrt  referring  to  Water  Board  the  petition  of  W. 
P.  Wade,  that  water  be  furnished  to  his  estate,  14(i- 
150  Canal  street. 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  tlie  petition  of  M.  A. 
Freiicli  to  be  paid  for  injuries  from  an  alleged  defect 
in  Kneeland  street. 

ELECTION   OP   AUDITOR. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Alfred  T.  Turner 
as  Auditor  of  Accounts  was  read,  wlien  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election,  Messrs.  Darrow  ol'  Ward  9, 
Kingsley  of  Ward  3,  and  Flatley  of  Ward  4  acting  as 
a  committee  to  receive  and  count  the  votes,  when 
Mr.  Turner  was  unanimously  reelected,  in  concur- 
rence, receiving  40  votes. 

The  orders  to  rescind  order  (Nov.  1,  1872,)  author- 
izing purchase,  for  fT.^OO,  of  land  on  Aihiins  street, 
from  Old  Colony  &  Newpoit  Railroad  Company,  as 
a  site  for  Police  Station  Eleven;  and  in  lien  of  said 
purchase,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  7.'>00  feel,  of 
land,  at  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  foot,  of  J.  H. 
Robinson,  as  a  site  for  said  station,  were  considered. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  inquired  where  this  land  was 
situated,  that  it  should  be  worth  $1  per  foot. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  Ki  reiilied  that  it  was  situated 
very  near  the  other,  but  was  a  better  location,  the 
price  being  the  same,  the  city  not  being  able  to  get  a 
clear  title  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Biirditt  of  Ward  10  said  that  to  give  f  he  loca- 
tion more  definitely,  it  was  on  the  corner  of  Adams 
and  Auburn  streets,  at  Field's  Corner. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  grading  of  Mad- 
ison square,  and  the  erection  of  a  wooden  fence 
around  it,  at  not  exceeding  $HUO(). 

Order  authorizing  the  election  of  an  inm  fence 
around  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Dartmouth  and  Exeter  streets;  and  to  raise 
the  giade  of  said  square,  cover  it  with  loam  and  sods, 
and  lay  out  walks  over  the  same;  the  cost  not  to  ex- 
ceed $8000. 

Report  and  orders  for  a  loan  of  $11,5,000  for  exten- 
sion of  water  pipes  in  Wards  1.3,  14,  l.^  and  Iti;  also 
for  a  loan  of  $101,000  for  Parker  Hill  reservoir;  also 
to  authorize  the  Cochituxte  Water  Board  to  take  the 
land  necessarv  for  construction  of  reservoir,  etc- 
(City  Doc.  No"  77.) 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
cuiTence: 


Order  appointing  JohnW.  Morris  as  a  Field  Driver 
etc.,  in  place  of  John  S.  Underwood,  resigned. 

Order  requesting  secretary  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee to  furnish  the  C\ty  Council  with  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Schoolhouses,  etc.,  upon 
the  subject  of  rearranging  the  school  districts  in  cen- 
tral portion  of  the  city. 

Report  in  favor  of  passage  of  order  to  place  a  tow- 
er and  alarm  bell  in  Prescott  Schoolhouse,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  $2000;  and  passage  of  said  order. 

Report  and  order  requesting  Street  Commissioners 
to  consider  expediency  of  extending  Eustis  street  at 
a  width  of  forty  feet  to  Magazine  street;  of  widening 
Magazine  street  west  of  Norfolk  avenue  to  forty 
feet;  extending  Magazine  street  at  a  width  of  forty 
feet  to  Dudley  street;  and  report  tlie  estimated  cost 
to  City  Council. 

Order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  foot  bridges 
over  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  at  West  Canton 
street  and  Berwick  park,  and  for^that  purpose  to  sell 
the  same  by  public  auction. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department  to  visit  the  several  steam  fire  engine  es- 
tablishments, to  enable  them  to  select  the  most  effi- 
cient and  approved  engine,  hose  and  hook  and  ladder 
carriages,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1000,  was  consid- 
ered. ' 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  inquired  what  the  necessity 
was  for  visiting  steam  fire  engine  establishments  af- 
ter purchasing  additional  fire  engines. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  replied  that  the  Mayor;  in  his 
annual  address,  alluded  to  the  fact  that  steam  fire  en- 
gines of  a  greater  capacity  were  needed,  and  the  Fire 
Conpnission  had  made  a  similar  statement;  yet  it  was 
believed  the  city  owned  engines  as  good  as  any  made. 
To  satisfy  themseves  and  the  community  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  believed  to  be  best  to  visit  such  establish- 
ments. It  could  not  be  so  satisfactorily  done  to  leave 
it  to  a  sub-committee,  and  it  was  believed  to  be  bet- 
ter for  the  committee  to  make  the  visit  as  a  whole, 
rather  than  leave  a  doubt  in  the  community  in  rela- 
tion to  it. 

Mr.  Denny  said  he  had  great  confidence  in  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  matter  would  be  well  investigated, 
yet  he  wished  to  know  if  so  large  an  expenditure 
was  required,  and  if  he  was  sati^sfied  that  it  was  a 
reasonable  and  judicious  expenditure.  An  experi- 
ment was  tried  on  Mount  Vernon  street  two  weeks 
ago,  which  showed  that  our  present  fire  engines  had 
great  power,  and  he  did  not  believe  it  would  ever  be 
necessary  to  throw  water  higher  tliau  the  cupola  of 
the  State  Hou.se.  Yet  if  the  gentleman  believed  this 
was  a  proper  expenditure  he  would  not  oppose  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  order  to  a 
second  reading,  and  was  declared  to  be  carried. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  i-aised  a  doubt,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and    nays  in  verification  of  the  vote. 

The  Chair  (Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  G)  ruled  that  the 
motion  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  too  late. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  did  not  propose  to  argue  the  mat- 
ter, yet  it  was  a  most  common  thing  to  verify  a  doulit 
by  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chair  said  he  did  not  know  of  an  instance  in 
the  practice  of  the  Council  in  which  a  doubt  was 
solved  by  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Dean  replied  that  such  was  the  practice  else- 
where in  all  parliamentary  proceedings. 

The  Chair  stated  that  a  verification  would  be  made 
in  the  usual  way,  by  a  rising  vote  and  a  count. 

Mr.  Dean  again  asked  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chair  niled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Dean  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  declared  that  such  a  motion 
was  in  order  at  any  stage  of  a  vote,  by  all  parliamen- 
tary rules,  before  taking  a  question  or  on  solving  a 
doubt.  A  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  an  inherent 
right  of  any  member  in  a  record  of  his  vote.  He  would 
second  the  appeal.  In  all  legislative  bodies  such  a 
right  was  recognized,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  al- 
ways called  to  solve  a  doubt,  when  required. 

The  Chair  cited  Section  :^  of  the  rules  of  the  Coun- 
cil, as  declaring  that  "if  any  member  rises  to  doubt  a 
•vote  the  President  shall  cause  a  return  of  the  mem- 
bers voting  in  the  afiirmative  and  in  the  negative, 
without  further  debate  on  the  question."  Under  this 
the  custom  had  been  invariably  to  solve  a  doubt  by  a 
count. 

Mr.  Dean  read  Rule  0,  which  he  believed  sustained 
his  views,  but  the  Chair  reminded  him  that  the  rule 
in  (piestion  was  a  rule  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
not  of  fhe  Council. 

The  Chair  read  mIso  Section  .30,  which  declares  that 
when  a  vote  is  doubled  the  memlxn-s  U>r  and  against 
the  (piestion,  when  cnlled  on  by  the  President,  shall 
rise  and  stinid  until  Ihcy  are  couiiled."  The  rule,  lie 
said,  was  (listiuclly  liiid'down  and  it  bad  iwvariably 
been  the  custom  to  solve  a  doubt  only  in  that  way, 
as  long  as  the  Cliair  bad  been  a  member  of  the  Cbun- 
cll,  and  of  Ibis  there  could  be  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Sbaw  belic'ved  tlu'  Cluiir  to  he.  mistaken,  .and 
that  he  misiuterpreled  the  idea  eonv(!yed  by  the  rule. 
When  a  member  rises  and  asUs  foi'  t,he  yeas'  and  nays. 
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and  is  sustained  by  a  vote  of  one-flfth,  he  is  entitled 
to  a  verification  of  the  vote  in  that  way. 

Ml-.  Dean  said,  if  he  was  not  mistalven,  a  vote  on 
the  claim  of  Smitli  &  McGaragle  was  settled  in  that 
way  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Mackmar  believed  the  rules  sustained  the 
Chair  in  his  decision. 

Mr.  Dean  believed  that  he  had  a  persoual  right  to  a 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  being  sustahied  bv  a 
one-flfth  vote,  as  provided  in  Section  7,  whether  be- 
fore or  after  the  previous  question  has  been  ordered, 
on  all  questions  and  motions  whafsocver. 

The  Chair  stated  that  he  was  familiar  with  legisla- 
tion as  provided  in  Section  12,  relating  to  the  main 
question,  and  that  was  not  a  new  section.  After  a 
call  sustaining  the  demand  for  the  previous  question, 
it  was  too  late  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
question  had  never  been  raised  in  the  two  years  in 
which  he  had  been  in  the  Council,  whether  the  yeas 
and  nays  could  be  called  to  solve  a  doubt.  Section  7 
did  not  affect  or  modify  Section  30,  becairse  Section 
30  imperatively  decided  the  manner  of  taking  the 
vote  to  solve  the  donbt. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be,  Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  ? 

Mr.  Dean  referred  to  a  change  in  the  rule  on  this 
question,  which  was  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Kules  and  Orders  this  year,  and  he  claimed  that  un- 
der the  lules  the  right  belongs  to  every  member,  if 
sustained  by  the  requisite  number,  to  have  the  ques- 
tion settled  by  the  yeas  and  nays.  That  right  was 
never  closed  under  any  circumstances.  Even  should 
the  previous  question  be  put,  the  strongest  which 
could  be  liad,  it  would  not  prevent  the  motion  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  sustained  the  views  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  question  he  said  was  in  this  case 
simply  the  solving  a  doubt. 

The  Chair  again  stated  the  question  to  be.  Shall  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained? 

Before  a  declaration  was  niade  of  the  vote,  Mi'. 
Flynii  of  Ward  7  called  upon  the  Chair  to  enforce 
the  rule,  in  requiring  all  the  members  to  vote. 

The  vote  was  declared  to  be  2(5  in  favor  of  the  de-  . 
ci.sion,  10  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  it. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  motion  to  be  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  wished  to  know  if  the  Chair  refused  )o 
entertain  his  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  proceeded  to  inquire 

The  Chair  declared  the  gentleman  to  be  out  of 
order,  and  ordered  him  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  Mr.  Shaw  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed in  his  remarks. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  it  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  wished  to  know  if  they  were  both  out 
of  order. 

The  Chair  declared  that  they  both  were,  the  ouly 
question  pending  being  that  of  solving  a  doubt. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  was  about  moving 

The  Chair  repeated  that  there  was  no  motion  pend- 
ing, but  to  solve  a  doubt,  and  stated  the  question. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  wished  to  know  what  the 
question  was. 

The  Chair  stated  tliat  the  question  was  on  ordering 
the  order  to  a  second  reading. 

The  vote  was  taken,  and  the  question  of  a  second 
reading  of  the  order  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  29  to  14. 

ADDITITIONAL   FOURTH-OP-.JUIA'   APPROPRIATION. 

The  report  and  order  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $5UU0  for  the  celebration  for  the  Fourtli  of 
July,  was  read  once,  and  the  question  being  stated 
as  being  on  its  second  reading — 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  wished  to  know  what  this 
additional  expense  was  forV 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  replied  that  of  this  sum, 
$3000  was  for  a  balloon  excursion,  and  $2000  for  fire- 
works. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  stated  that  when  that  order 
was  passed,  it  was  believed  $1.5,000  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  Fourth-of-July  celeliration,  and  unless 
he  could  be  shown  that  it  was  not  suflicient,  he  could  . 
not  vote  for  this  order.  If  $1.5,000  sufficed,  as  was 
supposed,  why  not  take  out  of  that  sum  sufficient  for 
a  balloon  ascension  and  fireworks. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee came  together  there  was  a  strong  feeling  in 
favor  of  fireworks,  and  it  was  voted  in  favor  of  them 
and  in  favor  of  a  balloon  ascension;  but  as  all  the 
other  objects  had  been  cut  and  pressed  down,  it  was 
found  that  there  conld  be  no  fireworks  or  balloon 
without  an  additional  appropriation.  It  was  asked 
that  there  be  an  appropriation  of  $3000  for  a  balloon, 
in  which  to  try  an  experiment. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  believed  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  had  a  wrong  impression,  and  that 
it  was  not  as  he  states  it.  A  proposition  was  made 
for  .$3000  for  the  balloon  to  go  to  Europe,  but  it  was 
voted  to  give  $1000  for  a  balloon  ascension,  in  which 
the  parties  might  go  to  Europe  or  anywhere  else. 
The  expenditure  for  the  rowing  regatta  was  cut 
down,  and  it  was  not  $3000  to  go  to  Europe— not  at 
all. 


Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  stated  that  when  he  oft'ered 
the  order  for  the  Fourth-of-July  celebration,  he  said 
the  sum  of  $15,000  was  not  enough.  The- rowing  and 
sailing  regattas  and  the  children  s  festivals  were  all 
put  down  to  the  lowest  point,  and  the  fireworks  and 
balloon  were  left  out.  Many  of  the  committee  want- 
ed firevvorlis,  and  a  certain  portion  wanted  a  balloon 
ascension.  If  the  appropriation  of  $3000  is  made  on 
which  the  balloon  is  to  go  to  Europe,  he  would  vote 
for  it.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  balloonist 
wished  to  take  two  or  three  members  of  the  Council 
with  him.  and  that  is  a  consideration. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  ex- 
pressed the  general  feeling  of  the  committee,  but  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  did  not.  He  voted  to  ask  for 
$3000  for  the  balloon  ascension,  provided  that  the 
man  does  what  he  a.greed  to,  and  it  was  with  that  ex- 
pressed understanding  that  he  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  said  the  gentleman  had  ex- 
pressed the  views  of  the  committee,  which  was  for 
an  appropriation  of  $2000  for  fireworks  on  the  Com- 
mon and  nowhere  else.  Professor  Donaldson  came 
here  with  a  proposition  for  a  balloon  backed  by  Pro- 
fessor Henry.  The  opportunity  afforded  to  Boston 
should  be  availed  of  if  possible,  and.  if  $3000  is 
needed  for  it,  it  will  he  expended.  A  sub-committee 
was  appointed  to  make  conferences  on  the  subject, 
and  they  will  not  expend  more  than  ,$3000.  He  had 
in  his  hand  a  postal  card  from  Professor  Wise,  who 
was  well  known,  which,  with  the  ])ermission  of  the 
Council,  he  would  read.  [The  contents  of  this  card 
have  been  published.]  He  believed  the  committee 
could  ■■  csafely  trusted  with  $3000  in  their  hands,  and 
that  it  would  be  properly  guarded.  1  Iwould  be  an 
earnest  endeavor  to  show  ihat  at  a  height  of  1)4 
miles  the  wind  blows  only  in  one  direction. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10  said  it  had  been  the  impres- 
sion that  an  expenditure  of  $20,000  or  $21,000  for  a 
Fourtli-of-July  celebration  was  not  economical,  and 
he  could  not  vote  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$.5000  unless  convinced  ihat  it  was  a  judicious  expen- 
diture and  was  needed. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  asked  to  have  the  question 
divided. 

Mr.  Bowles  of  Ward  12  wished  to  know  what  an  ex- 
perimental trip  in  a  balloon  had  to  do  with  the  Fourth 
of  July.  One  thousand  dollars  would  l)e  enough  for 
a  balloon  ascension,  and  if  hereafter  it  is  necessary  to 
test  an  experiment,  let  it  be  brought  before  the  City 
Government  on  its  merits  alone,  when  it  may  be  fully 
discussed.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  what  was 
proper  and  right  for  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration,  but 
nothing  more. 

Mr.  Pease  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  there  were  some  people  who  be- 
lieved there  should  be  an  expenditure  on  the  Fourth 
of  July  for  a  balloon  ascension.  When  the  original 
order  was  up,  he  voted  against  making  it  $21,000,  and 
now  he  was  in  favor  of  aii  increase,  for  reasons  which 
he  would  give.  When  the  committee  met  the  other 
branch  was  fully  represented,  and  this  subject,  was 
not  lightly  but  fully  and^freely  discussed.  '  A  sub- 
committee reported  upon  the  division  of  the  $15,000, 
which  did  not  include  fireworks.  This  produced  con- 
siderable dissatisfaction,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
an  increased  appropriation  be  asked  for.  It  was  sug- 
gested also  that  a  scientific  man  wished  to  make  an 
experiment  of  navigating  the  air  to  the  Old  World. 
The  programme  and  principles  of  the  proposition 
were  stated,  and  that  it  was  in  the  nature  of  an  ex- 
periment. He  was  at  first  in  favor  of  a  certain  sum  of 
.$1000  for  a  balloon  ascension,  and  believed  the  proj- 
ect to  be  a  visionary  one. 

On  further  reflection,  he  believed  the  feat  could  be 
accomplished.  •  It  was  in  the  interests  of  science, 
and  it  would  be  well  to  aid  in  the  attempt  to  estab- 
lish its  truth.  Perhaps  it  would  not  require  $3000, 
but  it  would  be  better,  if  we  do  anything,  to  appro- 
priate enough  to  make  it  a  success,  than  "by  stinting 
it  to  make  it  a  failure.  It  was  the  character  of  all 
great  discoveries  that  they  were  at  flrst  looked  upon 
as  foolish,  before  demonstrated  as  sound.  The  idea 
of  attempting  to  go  to  Europe  in  a  balloon  will  attract 
thousands  to  this  city,  and  there  will  be  ten  for  every 
one  otherwise  who  will  be  drawn  here  to  see  such  a 
novelty.  IMiis  experiment  would  he  a  gratification 
of  the  peo|.le,  and  what.are  the  ringing  of  bells,  the 
firing  of  cannon  and  other  things,  but  to  gratify  the 
people'?  It  w(uild  be  a  great  novelty,  and  no  less  so 
even  though  he  should  come  down  in  Chelsea,  Lynn, 
Marblehead  or  Swampscott.  But  he  feels  confldent, 
and  comes  here  because  he  believes  this  to  be  a  scien- 
tifle  place.  If  he  was  .satisfled  the  project  was  feasi- 
ble, he  would  make  the  appropriation  as  much  as 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  said  he  voted  against  the  ap- 
propriation in  committee,  and  he  should  vote  against 
it  here.  Admitting  that  the  project  is  feasible,  why 
not  allow  scientific  men  to  put  it  through.  Money 
would  be  put  out,  and  the  balloon  would  probably, 
land  in  Lynn.  The  city  should  not  invest  in  such 
projects,  and  it  was  no  argument  to  say  that  it  would 
draw  crowds  of  people,  for  there  were  plenty  of  hum- 
bugs which  could  do  the  same. 
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Ml-.  Biirdift  of  W.ii-d  Ki  saul  tliiil,  when  they  voted 
$18, OIK),  it  vv.-iM  from  motives  of  oeoiiomy.  ilc  did 
not  lielicvc  this  was  in  tlie  interest  of  science,  and 
there  was  no  evidence;  tiiat  men  of  scitaicc  bade  it 
up.  He  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  making  it  $2500 
instead  of  $5000. 

Mr.  Pease  wonld  not  vote  that  sum  for  the  balloon 
ascension,  for  he  would  not  be  guilty  of  aiding  men 
to  commit  suicide.  , 

Mr.  Flynn  hoped  the  order  would  not  be  amended. 
If  it  was  designed  to  cutoff  the  balloou  ascension, 
why  not  make  the  sum  $2000,  for  if  that  was  to  be 
struck  out,  why  not  do  it  man  fashion,  and  not  beat 
round  the  bush? 

Mr.  I'.iirditt  said  he  wished  to  have  a  fair  appro- 
priation for  lireworks,  and  a  moderate  one  for  the 
balloon  ascension;  he  did  not  propose  to  beat  round 
tlie  bush,  for  he  wonld  not  cut  off  either. 

Mr.  J,)eau  of  Ward  12  said  that  when  the  balloon 
pro.iect  cauK!  up,  he  looked  upon  it  much  as  did  the 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  yet  he  should  not  be 
surprisiHl  to  lind  it  to  De  successful,  lie  was  not  in 
favor  of  an  aerial  trii),  yet  he  was  in  favor  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  api)i-<inri;U.ion.  Much  to  his  surprise, 
it  was  very  ditlicnlt,  if  not  impossible,  to  get  along 
under  the  ai)pr()i)riation.  Evei-ytliing  iuul  b(;eh 
stopped  at  I  he  lowesi  i>olnt,  and  the  committee  were 
on  rhe  whole  of  the  opinioii  that  they  could  not  get 
along  without  more  money.  It  would  perhaps  be  a 
better  way  to  give  $.5000.  Thcue  could  be  no  doubt 
that  it  will  be  well  expcMided;  for  if  not  satisfied  the 
couiinittee  will  not  expend  it.  Mis  judgment  was 
much  as  was  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  but 
it  liad  lieen  earned  against  his  will. 

Some  persons  might  wish  to  use  the  appropriatlcn 
for  diflerent  piirixiscs  from  what  lie  would.  All  the 
members  of  the  committee;  vvei'e  not  .satislied  without 
an  increase  of  the  approi)riation;  tney  want  to  c(;le- 
nrate  the  day  for  the  gratilieatioii  of  all  the  cilizeiis. 
The  celebration  was  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
good  time,  for  cheerfulness  and  pleasure  and  to  for- 
get that  we  have  had  a  great  lire;.  In  a  good  m.any  of 
the  divisions  of  the  celebiation  the  appropriations 
are  too  small.  They  were  all  cut  down,  and  not 
only  cut  down  to  nu'ct  the  size  of  the  cloth,  but  there 
was  not  cloth  enough. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  voted  down  and  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tion asked  for  would  b(;  granted.  A  balloon  ascension 
for  the  Fourth  of  July  was  a  perfeelly  legitimate  ob- 
.iect  of  e.xiiendilnre.  What  was  the  ob.jecit  of  such 
expenditures  but  to  entertain  the  people?  A  large 
class  are  not  now  enl.erfaiiied,  Init  seek  to  leave;  the 
city.  A  large  class  would  be  entertained  by  tlie  pro- 
posed ascension— men  of  science  and  others,  who 
wonld  like  to  see  the  (experiment  tested.  With  re- 
gard to  coming  down  in  Chelsea,  even  should  it  prove 
so  to  result,  it  would  not  be  coiiclu.sive  against  the 
theory  to  be  tested.  Every  new  invention  designed 
to  facilitate  the  progress  of  mankind  is  at  first  stig- 
matized as  visieuiary.  So  it  was  with  the  use  of  steajn 
.'ind  railroads.  Even  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  miles  an 
hour,  it  was  said  that  a  man  might  as  well  be  shot  out 
as  a  congnevc  rocket,  and  tlu;  iirst  steamboat  which 
crossed  Ihe  Atlantic  brought  w  itb  it  a  tn^atise  dem- 
onstrating that  siicli  a  triji   could  not  be  made. 

It  was,  perhaps,  on  this  account  that  he  was  rather 
inclined  to  favor  schemes  which  were  calked  vision- 
ary, because  people  wei'c  badly  taken  in  by  their  op- 
position l()  tlnem.  If  this  succeeded  it  woulil  be  of 
much  credit  to  those  who  .aid  it,  just  as  in  Ihe  past 
aid  had  been  given  in  any  invention  foi'  the  welfare 
of  man.  Let  lis  give  our  aid  to  the  project,  if  those 
who  engage  in  it  think  they  will  succeeil. 

Mr.  Shaw  referred  to  the  early  days  of  railroads, 
whei]  th(!  projectors  in  this  eouutry  designed  only  to 
use  horses  as  a  motive  power,  and  when  he  was  Iirst 
in  the  ','ommon  Council  great  opijosition  and  ridicule 
was  made  to  the;  use  of  the  Iirst  steam-lire  engine, 
the  Miles  Greenwood.  The  starting  of  the  Iirst  train 
of  cars  was  witnessed  as  a  wonder  of  the  age,  and 
he  l)elieved  the  air  would  be  navigated.  lie  should 
regret  to  see  the  balloon  land  at  East  Boston,  yi't  he 
doubled  not  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  would  give 
all  Ihe  aid  he  could  should  the  aeronaut  come  down 
on  that  island. 

.Mr.  Wiest  of  Ward  Ifi  said  he  was  in  favor  of  ex- 
penditures to  a  rceasonable  amount  for  gratifying  the 
people.  Thee  genthMnan  fiom  Ward  5  opijosed  t  lie 
expe'uditures  of  lastyiear,  as  to  a  considerable  amount 
nol  for  Ihe  benelit  of  the  i)eople.  If  it  was  but  .-i  wa- 
sonabh;  amount  it  wonld  be  nothing  to  him;  but  he 
objected  to  fooling  away  of  the  peoide's  money.  The 
fooling  away  of  ,$1000  last  year  might  just  as  well 
have  been  saved. 

iVIr.  Boardman  of  Ward  G  said  the  history  of  inven- 
tions was  not  the  qncwtiou,  that  cpiestlon  IxMiig 
purely  one  of  a  scientilic  nature.  In  the  expenditiii-i' 
proposcKl  f.'JOOO  was  for  going  to  lllurope,  and  could 
not  bo  considered  as  an  ex])(!iiditur(!  solely  for  the 
Fourth  of  July  for  spectacular  appearances.  The 
balloon  would  soon  be  out  of  sight-,  and  so  far  as  the 
speeetacle  was  concerned  for  the  gratilic.-ition  of  the 
peojjle,  an  ordinary  ascension  would  atVord  the  same 
gratification.    There  would  be  the  same  attraction  as 


in  going  to  Europe,  and  he  did  not,  therefore,  think  the 
appropriation  was  germane  to  the  celebration  of  the 
P'ourth  of  July. 

Mr.  Bowles  "of  Ward  12  said  he  desired  to  be  put  on 
record  as  loyal  to  the  Fourth  of  July,  but  not  for  such 
appropriations  as  this  was  designed  for.  It  was  not 
for  them  to  make  a  Fourth-of-July  appropriation  to 
test  a  scientific  question.  He  desired  to  be  recorded 
iu  favoi-  of  the  full  sum  of  ,$5000,  not  to  test  a  scien- 
tific question,  but  to  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July  and 
interest  all  the  people. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be,  "Shall  the 
main  question  be  ordered,"  and  it  was  carried, 

The  first  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Burditt,  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  $2500,  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  19  yeas 
to  33  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Adams.  Blackmar,  Boardman,  Burditt,  Burt, 
Caton.  tJudworth,  Dacey,  Darrow,  Holmes,  Kingsley, 
Loring,  Page,  Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Train,  Warren, 
Woodward. 

Nays— Abbott,  Anderson,  Barnes,  Bleiler,  Bowles, 
Brackett,  Dean,  Denny,  Edwards.  Flatley,  Flynn, 
Hall,  Harrington,  Iline,  Hughes,  Kelley,  Lamb, 
Marston,  Martin,  MeCue.  McKenney,  Morse,  Pres- 
cott,  Histeen,  Shaw,  Thacher,  ITpham,  Wells,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  question  of  ordering 
the  order  to  a  second  reading,  which  was  carried,  by 
a  vote  of  30  to  17. 

Mr.  Barnes,  of  Ward  11,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  second  reading  of  the  order,  which 
was  declared  to  be  lost,  by  a  vote  of  29  in  favor,  Ki 
against— not  two-thirds. 

Mr.  Flynn  raised  a  question  as  to  the  count,  he  hav- 
ing made  but  15  in  opposition,  and  moved  its  verifi- 
cation by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chair  stated  that  he  counted  himself  as  vot- 
ing in  opposition,  making  the  Ki. 

Mr.  Flynn  doubted  the  vote. 

The  (Uiair  stated  that  a  decision  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  wished  its  verification  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Chair  stated  that  a  decision  liad  already  been 
made;  that  the  yeas  and  nays  could  not  be  taken  on 
a  verification  of  the  vote,  and  it  could  not  be  except 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Dean  stated  that  when  this  question  was  up  be- 
fore, h(!  could  not  get  access  to  the  book  on  parlia- 
mentary law,  and  he  proceeded  to  read  from  Cnshing 
to  show  that  the  yeas  and  nays  could  be  called  on 
verification  of  voles,  and  giving  the  origin  of  the 
moticm. 

The  Chair  stated  that  if  a  verification  was  wished 
he  would  take  another  count;  and  a  count  being 
'  taken,  the  vote  was  33  to  18— not  two-thirds. 

The  f(^llowing  additional  papers  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  acted  upon: 

The  ])etition  of  Emma  H.  Crosby  was  referred,  in 
concurrence. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence: 

Order  to  allow  Thomas  W.  Carter  to  make  an  alter- 
ation to  a  building  on  the  hospital  wharf. 

Order  that  the  estimates  for  the  widening  of  Beach 
street,  of  May  4,  1808,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Streets. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  order  to  allow  and  pay  the  salaries  of  Normal 
School  teachers  up  to  June  1,  1873,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

The  following  orders  weie  severally  laid  on  the  table: 

Order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  not  exceeding 
$;M00  from  reserved  fnnd  to  the  amount  authorized 
for  a  hose  house  at  corner  of  O  and  Fourth  streets. 
South  Boston, 

Order  for  a  joint  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
arrange  for  music  on  the  Common  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  city,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $:^000. 

The  order  to  transfer  and  assign  to  William  Smith  & 
Co.,  the  city's  interest  in  three  insurance  policies 
effected  by  said  Smith  &  Co.,  on  a  building  which 
they  had  contracted  to  erect  as  a  smallpox  hospital, 
and  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  before  it  was  deliv- 
ered by  the  contractors;  and  for  City  Clerk  to  at^ 
tach  a  copy  of  the  above  order  to  each  of  said 
liolicies,  was  read  a  second  time  and  assigned  to  half- 
past  eight  o'clock  next  meeting. 

OUnEllS    PltOM   TlIK   SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bowdif.ch  Grammar  Schoolhousc 
on  Soutli  street  be  surrendered  to  the  City  Council 
July  2, 1873,  and  that  the  grammar  jnipils  of  this  dis- 
trict be  transferrced  to  the  Channing  building  on  Cove 
street,  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  year. 

Ordered.  That  tin;  old  Franklin  Schoollionse  on 
Washington  street  be  surrendered  to  the  C^ity  Coun- 
cil July  2,  1873,  and  that  tlu;  Boylston-School  Dis- 
trict be   discontinued  from  and  after  that  dale. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

ANNUAL      KBPORT      OF      TIIUSTBES      OF      MOUNT      HOPE 
CEMETKUV. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council- The  Trustees  of 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  have  the  iileasure  to   submit 
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their  annual  report,  it  being  the  flfteenth  since  the 
cemetery  became  the  property  of  the  city.  As  will 
be  seen  by  the  financial  statement  presented  here- 
with, the  receipts  for  the  sale  of  lots,  graves,  and  for 
labor  during  the  year,  amount  to  $22,400,  which  is 
$50fM  in  excess  of  the  receipts  of  any  previous  year. 
This  increase  is  due  to  the  more  equitable  prices  ob- 
tained for  the  lots,  as  well  as  to  a  greater  number 
having  been  sold.  It  was  the  policy  of  former  Boards 
of  Trustees  to  have  one  uniform  price  for  lots  in  the 
cemetery;  this  policy  was  continued  until  a  recent 
date,  when  a  graded  scale  of  prices  was  fixed  upon, 
lots  favorably  situated  being  held  at  higher  rates 
than  those  not  so  well  located.  This  change  has 
been  of  great  benefit  to  the  city,  and  has  met  the 
approval  of  those  puixhasing  lots  in  the  cemetery. 
The  present  prices  are,  however,  far  below  those  in 
any  of  the  older  cemeteries  near  Boston.  This  fact, 
together  with  the  natural  beauty  of  the  grounds  and 
the  fostering  care  of  the  city,  will  ever  commend 
Mount  Hope  to  those  desiring  to  secure  a  resting 
place  for  their  dead. 

Nothing  adds  so  much  to  the  general  attractive- 
ness of  the  cemetery  as  the  frequent  cutting  of  tlie 
grass,  and  extra  lal)or  bestowed  upon  the  ground 
within  the  enclosure  of  the  lots.  To  secure  this,  the 
Trestecs  have  recently  invited  the  attention  of  all 
the  proprietors  of  lots,  wliose  addresses  could  be  as- 
certained, to  the  importance  of  making  provision  for 
the  annual  or  perpetual  care  of  their  respective  lots. 
This  suggestion  has  already  met  witli  a  gratifying 
reception,  and  the  Trustees  feel  confident  tliat  their 
effort  to  secure  a  permanent  fund  for  the  care  of  the 
cemetery  grounds  will  be  entirely  successful. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  amount  of  labor 
performed  in  the  cemetery  exceeds  tliat  of  any  pre- 
vious year.  This  work  covers  important  improve- 
ments on  Greenwood,  Union,  Elmwood  and  Walnut 
avenues,  as  well  as  the  usual  miscelhineous  work 
upon  all  the  avenues,  walks  and  grounds  through- 
out the  cemetery. 

During  the  year  twenty-three  half  lots  have  been 
made  upon  Lowell  walk,  and  sixty-seven  full-size  lots 
have  been  laid  out  between  Central  and  Channing 
avenues,  and  will  be  completed  early  in  the  coming 
season. 

About  140  tablets,  headstones  and  monuments 
have  been  erected  during  the  year;  many  of  them  of 
beautiful  design  and  workmanship. 

The  numl)er  of  interments  made  during  the  year, 
exclusive  of  those  in  the  tiity  Cemetery,  was  TiH.  The 
total  number  to  May  1  was  (1140. 

In  conclusion  the  Trustees  acknowledge  with  pleas- 
ure the  generous  cooperation  of  the  City  Council  by 
their  appropriation  fctf'  the  maintenance  of  the 
grounds  the  ensuing  year,  thereby  enabling  them  to 
make  this  cemetery  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  the 
many  beautiful  "gardens  of  the  dead"  with  which 
the  vicinity  of  Boston  abounds. 

The  Trustees  mention  with  satisfaction  their  recog- 
nition of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  their  su- 
perintendent, Mr.  Samuel  A.  B.  Bragg,  and  those  of 
Mr.  K.  A.  Apollonio,  the  City  Registrar,  who  is  ex 
officio  secretary  of  the  Board. 

IFor  the  coming  season,  additional  facilities  for  con- 
veyance to  the  cemetery  have  been  made,  and  the 
Trustees  believe  that  the  increased  accommodations 
will  meet  the  wants  of  the  public. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  this 
Board  is  appended. 

S.  B.  Stebbins,  President,  1 

ALANSON   BiGELOW,  I  rr,,.,,„*ep„    ^f 

Charles  Dabrow,  {    Mt  HoDe 

George  L.  Burt,  CemeteiT 

Charles  Caverly,  Jr.,       ,1    ^emeteiy. 
Joseph  P.  Paine,  J 

The  balance  in'  the  treasury  May  1,  1872,  was 
$2188  32.  The  appropriation  of  the  City  Council  was 
$16,000;  received  for  sale  of  lots,  $]2,9T.'5;  graves  in 
Maple  Grove,  |2778;  digging  graves  .$454fi  50;  care 
of  lots  .$1077  50— with  otiier'receipts  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  $40,596  80.  The  expenditures  were 
$23,173  24  for  labor;  salary  of  superintendent  $1800; 
repairs,  carpenters  work,  $2108  92;  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  running  coaches,  $7.50 — with  other 
items  making  a  total  of  $33,729  38.  Balance  on  hand, 
$6867  42. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

reports  op  committees. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Henry  W.  Dutton  &  Son,  in  relation  to 
areas  under  sidewalks,  made  a  reuort  recommending 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Dean,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  Law  Department,  reported  the  ordinance  in  a  new 
draft,  fixing  the  salaries  as  follows:  City  Solicitor, 
.$6000;  First  Assistant.  $3000;  Second  Assistant, 
$2500;  Third  Assistant,  $2000;  Clerk,  $1,500. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Caton  of  "Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  BuOd- 


ings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  D. 
Fuller,  for  leave  to  locate  a  wooden  building  at  a  less 
distance  from  another  wooden  building  than  allowed 
_  by  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  regulation  and  in- 
spection of  buildings,  made  a  report,  recommending 
that  the  request  of  the  petitioner  be  granted.  ■  Ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
ref errcyl  the  petition  of  J.  T.  Gurney,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  hoistway  and  platform  on  Warren  street, 
Ward  13,  outside  his  store  on  Warren  street,  of  a 
size  larger  than  allowed  by  the  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings,  made  a 
report,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be 
authorized  to  issue  a  permit  to  J.  T.  Gurney  to  erect 
a  hoistway  and  platform  on  Warren  street,  Ward  13, 
according  to  an  application  ou  file  in  the  ofiice  of  the 
Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Tileston  &  Hoi  lings  worth, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  River  street. 
Ward  16,  of  a  size  larger  than  allowed  by  the  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of 
buildings,  made  a  report,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  joI lowing  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  perm.t  to  Tileston  &  Hollings- 
worth  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  River  street, 
M'ard  16,  according  to  an  application  on  file  in  the 
ofiice  of  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Torrey  &  Co.  for  leave  to 
erect  a  shed  for  storage  purposes  at  their  marble 
yard  on  Medford  street,  Ward  2,  within  the  building 
limits,  maae  a  report  lecommendiug  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Torrey  &  C'o.  to  erect  a 
shed  at  their  marble  yard  on  Medford  street,  Ward 
2,  according  to  an  application  on  file  in  the  ofhce  of 
the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  G.  Snelling  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Taylor  street.  Ward  16, 
of  a  size  larger  than  allowed  by  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings, 
made  a  report,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Samuel  G.  Snelling  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Taylor  street,  Ward  16, 
according  to  an  application  on  file  in  the  othco  of  the 
Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Mr.  Cacon,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  S.  Weeks  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Weeks's  wharf.  Ward  1, 
of  a  size  larger  than  allowed  by  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings, 
made  a  report,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  i)ermit  to  John  S.  Weeks  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  Weeks's  wharf, Ward  1,  accord- 
ing to  an  application  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  De- 
partment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
The  leport  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  S.  S.  Woodcock,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Adams  and 
Gibson  streets.  Ward  16,  of  a  size  larger  than  al- 
lowed by  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  tlie  regulation 
and  inspection  of  buildings,  made  a  report,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be 
authorizecl  to  issue  a  permit  to  S.  S.  Woodcock  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Adams  and  Gibso^i 
streets,  Ward  16,  according  to  an  application  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  in  Doc.  No.  73  on  the  small- 
pox hospital  claims  was  adouted,  and  that  tlie  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table.    Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  reports 
on  the  Burrill  claim  were  assigned  for  consideration 
on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  nine  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  an  order  was 
read  once,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions be  authorized  to  construct  a  line  of  tele- 
graph from  their  office  to  the  institutions  at  South 
Boston;  the  expense  of  the  same,  not  exceeding $1200, 
to  be  charged  equally  to  the  appropriations  tor  the 
House  of  Correction  and  the  Lunatic  Hospital. 
Ad.iourned. 
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Proceedings  of  tlie  Board  of  Alderiuen, 

JUNE    3,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
nuiu  Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONPIKMED. 

Speeial  Police  Officers,  without  pay— Benjamin 
Heath,  Jr,  for  Paving  Department;  George  B^owler, 
North  Cemetery,  Ward  16;  William  J.  Johnson,  City 
Point;  W  McArthur,  John  M.  Collins,  Thomas  Tyiie, 
Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Station;  John  S.  Moulton, 
for  Commercial  street;  Thomas  Boyle,  "burnt  dis 
trict";  Lawrence  Curtis,  State  street  and  its  vicinity; 
S.  Clarence  Ellis,  Charles  C.  Perkins,  Charles 
Morton  and  Charles  W.  Drake,  in  connection  with 
their  duties  in  the  Surveyor's  Department;  Frederick 
P.  Moseley,  George  A.  C;lark,  James  M.  Torrey  and 
Eiisha  Moseley,  for  Crescent  avenue,  Ward  16. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND   REFERP.BD. 

William  Barton,  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
the  raising  of  the  grade  of  Quincy  street,  Ward  14. 

Augustus  Parker  and  others,  that  edgestones  l)e  set 
and  gutters  paved  on  Blue-Hill  avenue,  from  Warren 
to  Sclmyler  street. 

James  Donnelly,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
his  property  by  reason  of  lowering  the  grade  of  Re- 
gent street. 

Thomas  Kenney,  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
the  lowering  of  the  grade  of  Regent  street. 

R,  A.  Ballou,  Francis  B.  Snow  and  others,  that  Mel- 
ville avenue,  Ward  16,  may  be  graded  and  mac- 
adamized. 

James  D.  Thompson  and  others,  that  Wigglesworth 
and  Worthington  streets  be  paved  with  wood. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Thomas  C.  Amory  and  others,  against  the  propos- 
ed erection  of  a  stable  by  J.  W.  Rollins  at  Sdy^  Carver 
street. 

Silas  H.  Sherman,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  D  street,  southeast  corner 
of  Eighth  street. 

Edward  Whiting,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Tilestoii  avenue. 

Henry  McElroy.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Villa  court. 

William  R.  Cavanagh  and  others,  against  the  erec- 
tion of  a  stable  on  D  and  Eighth  streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  iJart  of  this  Board. 

Emanuel  Downing  for  a  sewer  in  Lexington  street 
as  far  as  Eagle  street. 

William  Bassett  and  others,  for  a  sewer  on  Ben- 
nington street  from  Brooks  to  Putnam  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Newton  Morton,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing exceedhig  the  legal  dimensions  on  K  street,  near 
First  strett. 

Suffolk  Ivindling  Wood  Company,  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  shed  on  First  street,  near  K  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Robert  T.  Swan  and  others,  that  the  proposed  ad- 
dition of  $,5000  to  the  Fourth  of  July  appropriation 
be  expended  for  other  purposes,  to  defray  expenses 
consequent  upon  the  lire  of  May  yo.  Ordered  to  be 
sent  down. 

Charles  E.  Wiggin  and  others,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  to  prescribe  some  method  of  pre- 
venting or  rapidly  extinguishing  fires  in  this  city. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  FireDeparlmeut. 

Cheney  &  Hunt,  that  their  stand  at  the  corner  of 
South  Market  and  Commercial  streets  may  be  allowed 
to  remain  till  October  1.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
the  Market. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE   MAYOR  RELATING  TO   THE 
FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  foliowing  communication  was  laid  before  the 
Board: 

Executive  Department,  ] 
City  Hall,  }■ 

Boston,  June  3,  18Y3.  J 
7'o  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston:  Gentle- 
men -In  my  address  at  the  inauguration  of  the  pres- 
ent City  Government,  I  called  attention  to  the  impor- 
tance of  increasing  the  efliciency  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
part  by  providing  additional  apparatus,  enlarging  the 
water  supply,  and  making  such  changes  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  force  as  might  upon  examination  be 
found  necessary. 


In  view  of  the  disastrous  fire  which  occurred  on 
Friday  last,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  ask  your  attention 
to  this  subject  again,  and  to  urge  immediate  action, 
more  particularly  in  providing  additional  apparatus 
for  tlie  protection  of  property  ui  the  business  portion 
of  the  city.  It  is  evident  that  the  present  means  are 
insufficient.  This  fact  has  been  recognized  by  your 
honorable  body  in  making  the  appropriations  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  the  force.  In  order  that  the  proposed 
increase  may  be  made  without  further  delay,  I  rec- 
ommend that  temporary  accommodations  be  furnish- 
ed at  suitable  points  until  permanent  stations  can  be 
established. 

The  organization  of  the  department  is  a  matter 
which  requires  careful  revision.  The  present  system 
is  clearly  defective.  Some  changes  in  its  details 
have  already  been  recommended,  but  they  are  not 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  meet  the  emergency. 
To  secure  proper  training  and  discipline,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  officers  and  members  of  the  department 
should  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  years  or  during 
good  behavior,  and  that  the  management  should  be 
placed  upon  a  more  permanent  basis  than  is  afforded 
under  the  present  system.  In  my  opinion  the  public 
interests  would  be  subserved  by  increasing  the  per- 
manent force  of  the  department  so  that  there  shall  be 
a  sufficient  numtjer  of  men  always  on  duty  to  work 
the  apparatus  on  all  ordinary  occasions.  When  they 
are  not  attending  fires,  the  hosemen  can  perform  the 
duties  of  a  fire  patrol  and  also  furnish  much  valuable 
information  to  the  chief  officers  in  regard  to  unsafe 
and  dangerous  buildings. 

The  recent  act  of  the  Legislature  amending  the 
Building  law  provides  among  other  things  that  if 
any  building  ni  the  city  of  Boston  shall  appear  upon 
examination  by  the  inspector  of  buildings  to  be  spe- 
cially dangerous  in  case  of  fire,  by  reason  of  insuffi- 
cient thickness  of  walls,  overloaded  -floors,  defective 
construction  or  other  causes,  such  building  shall  be 
held  and  taken  to  be  dangerous,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  the  inspector  of 
buildings,  besides  proceeding  as  in  ordinary  cases, 
may  afhx  a  notice  of  the  dangerous  character  of  the 
structure  to  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  exterior  wall 
of  the  building.  Unless  provision  is  made  for  such 
examination  by  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  a  temporary  increase,  at 
least,  to  the  force  in  the  Inspector's  department,  in 
order  to  furnish  this  information  within  a  reasonable 
time. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  induce  the  ownei's 
and  occupants  of  buildings  used  for  manufacturing, 
mechanical  or  public  purposes,  to  provide  additional 
safeguards  against  the  spread  of  fire.  The  use  of 
portable  apparatus  should  be  encouraged,  and  inform- 
ation as  to  the  manner  of  using  it  to  the  best  advan- 
tage by  those  employed  in  private  establishments, 
^h()uld  be  disseminated  as  widely  as  possible.  In 
many  instances  where  serious  loss  has  been  occa- 
sicmed  in  this  city,  it  might  have  been  prevented  by 
timely  action  on  the  part  of  those  who  first  discovered 
the  lire,  either  in  giving  the  alarm,  or  making  a  de- 
termined and  intelligent  effort  to  extinguish  it.  It 
is  necessary  that  public  opinion  as  well  as  the  influence 
of  the  municipal  authorities  should  be  brought  to 
bear  to  arouse  a  more  general  feeling  of  personal  re- 
sponsibility in  this  matter. 

Among  the  most  serious  disadvantages  under  which 
our  department  labors  at  present  is  the  inadequate 
supply  of  water  in  cases  of  emergency.  In  the  old 
portion  of  the  city  many  of  the  street  mains,  which 
were  laid  when  water  was  first  introduced,  are  too 
small  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  present  time. 
They  have  become  reduced  by  corrosion.  The  build- 
ings they  were  designed  to  supply  were  two  or  three 
stories  in  height.  A  large  portion  of  the  territory  is 
now  covered  by  warehouses  from  five  to  seven  stories 
in  height,  and  filled  with  combustible  materials.  Even 
this  inadequate  supply  of  water  is  not  used  to  the 
best  advantage.  It  is  furnished  to  the  department 
through  the  old-fashioned  hydrants,  one  of  which  is 
capable  of  supplying  only  a  single  steamer.  The 
pipes  and  hydrants  should  be  of  such  capacity  as  to 
discharge  the  requisite  quantity  of  water  to  meet 
every  emergency  in  every  locality.  Any  measures 
adapted  to  these  ends  will  receive  my  hearty  approval 
and  cooperation.  Henry'  L.  Pierce, 

Mayor. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  that  the  communication 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  that  if  it  should  be  so  re  - 
ferred,  it  would  be  with  instructions  to  the  commit- 
tee to  report  on  the  origin  of  the  fire,  and  the  efforts 
made  for  its  suppression. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  carried. 

annual  report  OE  the  overseers  op  the  POOR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
was  laid  before  the  Board  in  print.    The  report  states 
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that  the  cluiies  of  the  oflice  have  been  abont  the  same 
as  usual,  somewhat  increasecl  by  the  growth  of  the 
city  and  the  great  fire,  bnt  not  so  much  fi-om  the 
hitt.ei'  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  owing  to  the 
efficiency  ot  tlie  Relief  Committee,  and  the  abundant 
funds  so  generously  put  into  tlieir  hands  by  onr  citi- 
zens. They  say,  "Another  year  we  may  feel  more 
sensibly  in  our  department  the  effect  of  the  Are,  if 
any  considerable  number  of  the  sufferers  have  be- 
come permanently  poor  througlr  its  influence;  but  so 
far,  as  has  already  been  intimated,  no  large  expendit- 
ures have  been  caused  on  this  account.  There  is, 
however,  a  considerable  increase  from  year  to  year 
in  the  military  settlement  of  cases  growing  out  of 
the  late  war.  By  recent  acts  of  the  Legislature,  a 
soldier  or  sailor  who  served  a  year  on  the  quota  of 
any  city  or  town,  and  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, thereby  acquired  a  legal  settlement  in  the 
place  to  which  he  was  credited.  This  carried  with  it. 
of  course,  a  claim  for  relief  for  his  widow  and  chil- 
dren if  they  should  be  in  want  " 

The  action  of  the  City  Government,  extending 
Washington  street,  caused  the  taking  l)y  authority 
the  market  estate  in  Blm  street,  in  which  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  have  an  interest  fiom  the  gifts  of 
David  Sears,  known  as  the  Fifty  Associates  Charity, 
and  the  Searstan  Charter  House  The  question  grow- 
ing out  of  the  title  led  the  board,  in  connection  with 
the  heirs  of  Mr.  Sears  and  the  Fifty  Associates  Cor- 
poration, to  a  reexamination  of  the  whole  subject, 
with  a  view  to  a  final  determination  of  the  respective 
rights  and  prerogatives  of  all  parties.  While  engaged 
in  this  fi'iendly  conference,  we  were  called  to  lament 
the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  David  Sears,  the  eldest  sen 
of  the  founder,  and  there  has  been  a  delay  of  the  set- 
tlement in  consequence.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the 
present  year  we  may  be  able  to  adjust  the  matter  in 
coBformihy  with  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  gen- 
erous donor,  and  for  the  lasting  benefit  of  the  poor  of 
the  city. 

During  the  year,  through  the  vigilance  or  the  City 
Solicitor,  we  have  come  i"iito  possession  of  some  real 
estate  on  Cambridge  and  Joy  streets,  bequeathed  "to 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,"'  by 
Mrs.  Lucy  Bullman,  by  her  will  dated  Dec.  2(i,  18:38, 
and  the  present  income  from  the  estate  is  about 
.|;180t)  per  annum. 

The  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, which  are  included  in  this  document,  pre- 
sent in  detail  the  receijits  and  expenditures  for 
the  i)ast  year,  with  some  slatistics  as  to  the  class 
of  persons  assisted,  which  may  be  of  interest. 

The  total  amount  of  all  expenditures  is— 

From  city  appropriation ?7o,0Gr)  40 

From  income  ot  \arious  trust  funds  (not  iii- 

cludiiif;  hi  vestments) 12.S57  26 

Total ■. $85,622  66 

It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  first 
amount  is  more  than  the  actual  cost  to  the  city,  as  it 
is  our  duty  to  advance  the  sums  necessary  to  ineet 
the  wants  of  those  who  have  settlements  elsewhere 
in  the  State,  and  also  of  those  State  ininners  wlio  are 
too  sick  to  be  removed  to  the  almshouse,  which  sums 
are  repaid  to  us  and  afterwards  returned  to  the  city 
treasury.  During  tlie  past  year,  f 24,;J87  77  was  ])aid 
back  from  this  and  other  sources,  so  that  the  net  ex- 
penditure of  the  city  for  our  department  was  Imt 
$4H,()7;'  03. 

'I'he  board  state  that  in  addition  to  their  duties  as 
Overseers  of  the  I'oor,  of  expending  money  raised  by 
taxation,  they  have  in  charge  certain  trust  funds, 
amounting  April  30,  1873,  t(')  $301,7Wi  1.5,  exclusive 
of  the  Bullman  estate,  which  has  been  given  by  char- 
itable individuals  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  particu- 
larly for  those  who  have  seen  "betle/-  days."  To 
some  of  these  funds  are  annexed  certai::  conditions, 
while  others  are  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  board; 
The  Boylston  Fund  is  divided  into  two  parts;  one  for 
relief  to  adults,  and  the  other  for  the  education  of 
destitute  children.  The  income  from  the  first  is  an- 
nually distributed.  But  a  small  portion  of  the  sec- 
ond is  used,  it  being  the  policy  of  the  board  to  leave 
it  to  accumulate  until  its  capital  shall  amount  to  such 
a  sum  that  the  income  will  be  sufiicient  to  carry  out, 
in  an  etlicient  manner,  the  wishes  of  the  donor.' 

The  number  of  beneficiaries  on  the  trust  funds  Is 
293,  of  whom  10.5  are  between  HO  <.nd  70  years,  113  be- 
tween 70  and  80,  32  between  80  and  i)0.  2  of  90  years, 
and  1  of  93  years. 

The  statistics  of  the  Temporary  Home  do  not  vary 
materially  'from  those  of  last  year.  Great  care  is  used 
that  it  shall  not  degenerate  into  a  city  poorhouse, 
with  permanent  inmates.  The  definitive  purpose  of 
its  eslablishmeni,  as  a  Temjiorary  Home  is  always 
kept  in  mind  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs  and 
in  the  control  of  its  inmates.  Of  the  admissions, 
there  were  216  American  females,  853  foreign  females; 
548  children  under  12  years  of  age.  and  (1  births,  mak- 


ing a  total  of- 1023.  There  was  one  child  adopted,  215 
lost  children  restored  to  parents  or  guardians,  23 
nnrses  furnished  with  situations,  421  persons  fur- 
nished with  employment,  38  adults  and  47  children 
sent  to  Tewksbury,  134  persons  sent  to  their  friends, 
and  0  deaths.  There  were  12,644  single  meals  fur- 
nished. 

The  societies  occupying  rooms  in  the  Charity  Build- 
ing are  the  same  as  last  year;  with  the  addition  of  the 
German  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  which  was  admitted 
in  March.  This  society  affords  relief  to  those  of 
German  birth  needing  assistance,  the  more  aflluent 
of  this  nation  with  commendable  pride  seeking  to  aid 
their  own  countrymen  rather  than  that  they  should 
be  thrown  upon  the  Provident  Association  or  other 
of  our  local  societies. 

It  is  stated  that  some  expense  will  be  necessary 
for  whitening,  painting  and  other  repairs,  and  al- 
terations are  contemplated  m  the  Home,  so  that  the 
inmates  may  be  more  secure  of  safety  in  case  a  fire 
should  occur  at  night. 

"The  system  of  a  thorough  examination  of  all 
cases  receiving  aid  is  continued,  with  satisfactory 
results.  We  have  now  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-four  papers,  giving  in  brief  an  account  of 
the  personal  history  of  the  applicants,  with  their  im- 
mediate ancestors.  To  these  reference  is  made 
when  successive  applications  for  aid  are  presented. 
In  addition  to  this  an  occasional  call  is  made  by  one 
of  our  visitors,  so  that  their  present  condition  may 
be  ascertained.  During  the  year  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  new  papers  have  been  filled  to  meet  the 
claims  of  new  applicants.  A  tabular  statement  of 
the  social  condition  of  the  families  represented  in 
these  papers  is  appended  to  this  report. .. 

The  Board  of  Overseers  close  their  report  with  a 
feeling  that  the  interest  committed  to  their  charge  is 
in  as  satisfactory  condition  as  the  nature  of  the  work 
will  warrant." 

In  regard  to  begging  and  indiscriminate  alms  the 
board  say  they  are  limited  by  the  laws  which  gave 
them  an  existence,  and  remark,  "In  the  progress  of 
time  the  laws  of  settlement  may  be  so  modified  by 
the  Legislature  as  to  extend  and  enlarge  the  class  en- 
titled to  its  benefits,  but  at  present  we  must  conform 
to  the  existing  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  with- 
out any  power  on  our  part  to  change  them.  The 
great  problems  of  poverty  and  crime  and  their  rela- 
tions to  each  other,  especially  in  the  great  centres  of 
population,  are  not  foreign  to  our  thoughts,  and  we 
sympathize  with  those  who  are  investigating  their 
causes  and  seeking  a  remedy  for  their  evils.  We  feel 
encouraged  in  our  own  city  that  poverty  at  least  does 
not  increase  in  a  ratio  corresponding  with  Its  mu- 
nicipal growth.  A  stop  has  been  put  in  a  great  meas- 
ure to  begging,  formerly  so  common  in  our  streets, 
and  we  do  not  believe,  if  it  is  true  in  England,  it  is 
the  same  with  us,  'the  fewer  beggars,  the  more  rob- 
beries.' Work,  in  this  community,  is  generally  fur- 
nished to  those  who  seek  it;  the  real  poor  are  those 
who  by  the  infirmities  of  age  are  deprived  of  the 
strength  to  earn  their  livelihood,  or  those  of  middle 
age  struck  down  by  disease  with  a  family  of  children 
dependent  upon  their  exertions.  To  aid  such  is  not 
only  our  duty  but  cheerful  pleasure.  'Ont-door  re- 
lief does  not  deprive  the  recipients  of  their  homes 
or  break  up  their  families,  but  enters  their  dwellings 
and  administers  to  the  comfort  of  their  inmates  in 
their  great  extremity." 

In  the  number  aided  directly  from  the  office  there 
were  1)12  having  tax  settlements  in  Bosts>n ;  371  hav- 
ing military  settlements  in  Boston,  and  of  those  aid- 
ed elsewhere  there  were  77  having  tax  settlements 
and  ()9  military  settlements  in  Boston,  making  a  total 
of  1129  cases  having  settlements  here;  300  were  aided 
residing  here,  having  settlements  elsewhere,  which 
aid  was  refunded;  350  sick  paupers  were  aided,  which 
aid  was  refunded  by  the  State,  and  05  non-settlement 
cases  temporarily  aided,  making  the  whole  number 
1814,  representing  .5532  persons. 

The  amounts  of  the  several  trust  funds  are  now  as 
follows:  Pemberton  or  General  Fund,  $90.342  71; 
lioylston  Education,  $80,775  11;  Boylston  Relief, 
!l;l8,8.50  07;  Mason  Fund,  $8009  80;  Dexter  Fund, 
.$2005  20;-Jeirries  Fund,  $1831  31:  total,  $208,1.50  39, 
showing  an  increase  during  the  year  of  .$5839  90. 

HEARINGS    ON   ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  sewers  in  Alpine  street  and  in  Fruit 
street;  also  on  the  petition  of  David  R.  Whitney  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  and  engine  on 
New  street.  East  Boston,  were  severally  taken  up. 
No  person  appeared  in  relation  thereto,  and  the 
several  reports  were  recommitted. 

UNFINISIIFD    lUrSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 
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Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  contract 
for  watcrinsj  the  streets  aronnd  the  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1000. 

Order  to  pave  Salem  street,  from  Parmenter  street 
to  Prince  street,  with  granite  bloclss,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4500. 

Order  to  pave  Beverly  street,  from  Travers  street 
to  Causeway  street,  with  granite  blocks,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $7000. 

Order  to  set  cdgcstones,  repair  sidewalks,  and  pave 
the  roadway  of  Prospect  street  with  wood,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $1800. 

Order  to  pave  Haverhill  street,  from  Charlestown  to 
Causeway  streets,  with  granite  blocks,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $13,000. 

Order  to  pave  Merchants'  row,  from  North  Market 
street  to  Union  street,  with  granite  blocks,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $1300. 

Order  to  pave  North  street,  from  Union  street  to 
Blackstone  street,  with  granite  blocks,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $5500. 

Order  to  repair  sidewalks  of  Harrison  avenue,  from 
EastBrookline  to  East  Newton  street;  and  of  Sharon 
street,  near  Harrison  avenue;  and  to  repave  roadway 
of  that  portion  of  Harrison  avenue,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $2000. 

Report  and  order  to  settle  claim  of  Henry  Doherty 
for  lining  Madison  square,  by  the  payment  to  him  of 
of  $746  98  as  a  final  adjudication  therefor. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  fifteenth  report  of  trustees  of  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery  (City  Doc.  No.  78)  was  ordered  to  be  placed 
on  file. 

The  orders  from  the  School  Committee  surrender- 
ing to  city  the  Bowditch  and  Old  Franklin  school- 
houses  were  referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, in  concurrence. 

The  following  reports  were  ^severally  accepted,  in 
concurrence: 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitition  of  Henry 
W.  Dutton  &  Son,  for  leave  to  occupy  areas  under 
Washington  street,  near  Milk  street. 

Reports  from  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings  granting  leave  to— 

Joseph  D.  Fuller  to  locate  a  wooden  building  on 
Langdon  street,  at  a  less  distance  from  another 
building  than  the  legal  limits. 

J.  T.  Gurney,  to  erect  a  hoistway  and  platform  on 
Warren  street.  Ward  13,  on  tlie  outside  of  bis 
store. 

Tileston  &  Hollingsworth,  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  River  street,  Ward  16,  beyond  the  legal 
limits. 

S.  S.  Woodcock,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Adams  and  Gibson  streets.  Ward  16,  beyond  the  legal 
limits. 

Torreys  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  shed  for  storage  pur- 
poses at  their  marble  works  on  Medford  street, 
Ward  2. 

Samuel  G.  Snclling,  to  erecta  wooden  s-hed  on  Tay- 
lor street.  Ward  16,  beyond  the  legal  limils. 

John  S.  Weeks,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Weeks  wharf,  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions.  " 

REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  Patrick 
Donahoe  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  in  his  building  on  Boylston  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows: 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Stoddard,  to  exhibit  spiritual  manifesta- 
tions at  Nassau  Hall,  June  9;  Murray's  Circus  Com- 
pany, to  give  exhibitions  in  tlic  city  proper.  East 
Boston  and  South  Boston;  to  John  A.  Jones,  as  an 
auctioneer;  to  sundry  persons,  as  victuallers,  to  keep 
billiard  saloons,  wagon  licenses,  and  for  a  transfer  of 
a  wagon  license.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petitions  for  license  as  victuallers,  as  follows: 
George  W.  Reynolds,  317  Hanover  street;  Owen  Head, 
121  Cambridge  street;  Edward  Carrigan.  806  Wash- 
ing street;  John  F.  Beck,  11!)0  Tremont  street;  John 
Klein,  44  Harrison  avenue;  Lot  Boody,  241  Hanover 
street;  William  H.  Bullard,  202  Hanover  street;  Cyrus 
Jones,  61  Richmond  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  j)etitions  for  stables,  as  follows: 
John  D.  Lane,  to  occupy  a  brick  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Trenton  street,  rear  No.  00;  John  L. 
Tewksbury  to  occupy  a  w-ooden  stable  for  one  horse 
on  Eutaw  court,  No.  3;  J.  Dinsmore  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Trenton  street, 
No.  143,  conditioned  upon  its  being  shingled,  clap- 
boarded,  and  painted;  Edward  P.  Maguire  to  build  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse,  at  No.  3  Heath  place. 
Severally  sccepted. 


The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petitions  as  follows:  John  H.  Marshall,  to  occupy 
a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Trenton  street, 
rear  No.  82;  Thomas  White,  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  eighteen  horses  ou  Wiswell's  wharf.  No. 
250  Federal  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's 
address  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  revise  the  city  charter,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  commission  consisting  of  five  persons, 
to  examine  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  all  other  general  and  special  statutes  now  in 
force  concerning  the  government  of  the  city,  and  re- 
port in  print  to  the  City  Council  what,  if  any,  changes- 
are  or  will  become  necessary  or  expedient  in  view" of 
the  prospective  increase  in  the  area  and  population 
of  the  city;  the  expense  attending  such  examination 
and  report  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Alderman  Quincy  read  that  portion  of  the  Mayor's 
address  which  referred  to  the  revision  of  the  charter, 
and  stated  that  the  reasons  of  the  Mayor  in  respect 
to  a  revision  of  the  city  charter  were  well  founded, 
in  view  of  the  proposed  addition  to  the  city  by  an 
nexation.  The  committee  do  not  assert  what  changes 
are  necessary,  but  believe  it  to  be  a  subject  for  a 
commission,  rather  than  as  work  for  the  committee, 
even  if  they  had  time  for  it.  It  was  believed  to  be 
properly  work  to  be  done  outside  of  the  City  Council, 
and  whatever  miglit  be  reported  upon,  it  bound 
them  to  nothing. 

The  order  was  passed. 

DISCHARGE   OF   CANNON   ON    THE   COMMON. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  in- 
structed to  report  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  dis- 
charge of  cannon  on  the  Common  unless  authorizc^d 
by  voie  of  the  C^ity  Council. 

In  support  of  the  order.  Alderman  Quincy  address- 
ed the  Board  as  follows: 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  measure  which 
I  advocate  will  excite  no  small  displeasure  in  many 
quarters.  But  having  convinced  myself  that  the  time 
has  arrived  wht^n  in  the  interest  of  the  imhlic  the 
step  should  be  taken,  it  seems  to  lue  that  I  should  not 
decline  the  responsibility  ef  taking  the  initiative 
—the  rather,  perhaps,  as  it  has  been  suggested  that 
those  of  us  whose  ears  are  known  to  have  been  some- 
what accustomed  to  the  sound  will  have  the  advantage 
of  not  being  suspected  of  weak  nerves  or  want  of  pa- 
triotism. 

I  was  present  last  Wednesday  on  the  parade  ground 
and  watched  the  artillery  evolutions  and  practice 
with  great  interest  and  pleasure.  If  in  military  ap- 
pearance the  batteries  hardly  came  up  to  the  stand- 
ard \\'hi«li  I  was  taught  to  require  when  it  was  jiart 
of  my  duty  to  inspect  artillery,  yet  the  pieces  were 
excellently  handled  and  the  firing  by  battalion  ad- 
mirable, and  all  the  more  objectionable  on  that  ac- 
count. Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  such  concussion  as 
that  is  heard  im  the  field  of  l)attle.  If  much  artillery 
is  engaged  a  solid  roar  fills  the  air,  but  as  the  firing  is 
at  will  it  never  happens  that  twelve  or  more  giiiis 
close  together  go  oil  at  the  same  instant.  When  the 
Common  and  Public  Garden  were  only  inclosed  on 
three  sides  by  brick  walls,  and  the  sound  waves  at 
least  in  one  direction  had  free  course,  it  was  ))ad 
enough  tlien,  but  now  that  it  is  corked  up  in  all 
four  quarters  by  dwelling  houses,  the  continuance 
of  the  practice  beccnnes,  in  my  opinion,  an  outrage 
and  an  absurdity, 

I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairinan,  that,  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  firing  of  Major 
Follett's  command  on  Wednesday  last",  and  that 
which  I  heard  yesterday,  and  presume  was  executed 
by  that  larger  artillery  organization,  of  whose  ser- 
vices we,  conservators'  of  the  jury  box,  know  some- 
thing, I  doubt  not,  was  equally  creditable  to  them. 
But  if,  sir,  it  is  made  to  appear  that  artillery  firing  in 
the  heart  of  a  city  is  no  longer  justifiable  even  to 
train  and  exercise  our  soldiers,  it  certainly  follows 
that  for  the  anniversaries  of  any  private  associations 
it  is  still  less  admissable. 

There  remains  then  the  question  of  the  patriotic 
salutes  ordered  by  us  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  and  other  national  anniversaries.  It  must  of 
course  remain  in  the  power  of  every  City  Council  to 
determine  where  they  shall  be  fired,  and  I  "therefore 
only  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  we  or  our  suc- 
cessors may  find,  if  not  now,  at  some  future 
time,  a  more  appropriate  spot.  I  would  suirgest, 
for  instance,  that  from  the  commanding  emi- 
nence of  Parker  Hill,  which  we  recently 
visited,  cannon  would  be  heard  farther  and 
by  more  individuals  than  those  fired  on  the  Common 
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and  would,  in  point  of  fact,  give  more  pluasnre  and 
less  pain  to  the  citizens.  Be  tliat  as  it  may,  the  pow- 
er of  the  City  Cenmcil  to  regulate,  or,  if  necassary,  to 
abolish  entirely  the  use  of  the  Common  by  the  militia 
has  been  declared  to  be  iindoubtcd  by  our  City 
Solicitor.  The  services  of  the  batteries  have,  as  is 
well  known,  been  obtained  to  celebrate  party  tri- 
umphs as  well  as  private  anniversaries,  and  thus  to 
embitter  political  strife  by  dinning  the  victor's  exul- 
tation into  the  ears  of  the  vanquished— a  use  to 
which,  in  my  opinion,  neither  the  Mayor  nor  even 
the  Governor  should  have  the  right  to  devote  our 
Common.  I  would  spare  them  the  disagreeable  task 
of  refusing  sucli  requests  by  simply  putting  the 
whole  power  where  it  belongs — in  the  hands  of  the 
City  Council,  without  whose  direction  artillery  firing 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  absolntely'prohibitedupon 
Boston  Common. 

That  this  is  the  appropriate  moment  for  the  City 
Government  to  take  action  in  the  matter  results  from 
the  fact  that  we  can  now  do  so  without  any  apparent 
antagonism  to  the  military  authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Under  the  new  Militia  law  the  old  May  train- 
ing on  the  Common  is  done  away  with  and  the  ques- 
tion of  where  and  how  the  newly  organized  force  is 
to  be  trained  is  an  open  one.  Now  then,  as  the  old 
custom  has  ceased  and  the  nevv  departure  is  not  yet 
entered  on,  it  is  the  opportunity  for  us  to  decide, 
without  any  disrespect  for  the  State  authority,  that 
this  use  of  our  Common  by  the  Commonwealth's  sol- 
diers must  not  be  resumed,  without  our  consent 

Tlie  order  was  i)assed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for  the  erection 
of  two  primary  schoolhouses  in  the  Chapman  and 
Proscott  districts,  made  a  report,  that  they  have  had 
j)lans  prepared  and  procured  estimates  for  doing  the 
work,  and  lind  that  tlie  sum  of  $80,00(J  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  two  buildings.  In  view  of  (he  limited 
accommodations  in  the  above  school  districts,  the 
committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
com|)anying  ordei': 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  erect  two  primary  schoolhouses  in 
East  Boston,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Prescott 
and  Chapman  School  districts,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  .$8n,0()0. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  B'inance,  the  sum  of  .$80,000,  the  same  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  erection  of  primary  schoolhouses,  East 
Boston. 

The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  order  to  procure  plans  and 
estimates  for  a  city  stable  on  land  belonging  to  the 
city  on  Highland  street  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Health  and  i'aving  deijartmeuts,  made  a  rejiort  that 
they  have  procured  estimates  for  doing  the  work,  and 
sulimit  the  lowest,  whicli  will  be  $8.5,000.  They  would 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  I'ublic  ISuildmgs 
be  authorized  to  erect  a  stable  on  the  city  lot  on 
Highland  street,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Health 
and  Paving  departments,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
,f83,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  the  sum  of  !|;8.5,000;  the  same  to  be  applied  for 
ihe  erection  of  a  stable  on  Highland  street. 

Ahh^i'inan  Clark  wished  to  know  what  necessity 
there  was  for  This  stable,  and  whether  its  erection 
could  not  be  postponed,  for  if  it  was  not  absolutely 
requiri'd,  and  they  could  save  .$100,000  at  this  time,  it 
was  their  duty  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  there  was  a  ne- 
fes.'^ity  for  this  stable  both  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Health  and  Paving  dei)artinents,  and  there  had  been 
For  several  years.  There  was  also  a  necessity  for 
accommodations  for  these  departments  at  South 
Boston,  but  it  was  not  proposed  to  ask  that  they  be 
l)n)vided  for  at  present.  The  committee  would  not 
)iin'i'.  come  here  with  this  report  if  there  was  not 
an  urgent  necessity  for  the  construction  of  the 
buildings.  . 

The  orders  were  passed. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Fire   Alarms, 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  that  depart- 
ment, lie  directed   to  place  a  clock  on  the  tower  of 
the  Ticknor  Schoolhouse,  Washington  Village,  at  an 
exix'iise  not  exceeding  iflOOO;  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  appro|)riation    for  Fire    Alarms,    Bells    and 
Clocks. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 


be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  the  old  City 
Hall  and  other  buildings  remaining  in  the  city  lot,  in 
order  that  the  building  of  the  schoolhouse  for  the 
Dudley  District  authorized  may  be  commenced,  the 
proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be  paid  the  City  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Seman  Klous  $10,- 
5.50  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Summer  street;  also  to  pay  Seman 
Klous  i>20,900  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Devonshire  street,  upon 
the  usual  conditions;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
Burnt  District  Loan. 

ADDITIONAL     APPROPRIATION      FOR     FEDERAL-STREET 
BRIDGE. 

The  Committee  on  Bridges  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $5100  will 
be  required  for  the  widening  of  Federal-street 
Bridge. 

The  cost  of  the  repairs  and  widening  of  the  bridge, 
and  of  building  two  draws,  will  be  as  follows: 

F.  A.  Richardson's  contract $79,500  00 

Ne  w  truclis  under  draws 1,C59  76 

Extra  track  stringers,  strengjthcning  trusses, 
lirotcctiug  niacliiueiy,  repairing  old  otlice, 
str<'iii,'tluMiing    easterly    pier,     and    various 

smaller  items 6,585  24 

Ga.s  pipe  and  plumbing 214  70 

Printing  and  advertising 66  30 

Engineering 1,531  24 

Changing  gear  to  quicken  motion  of  one  draw, 
and  duplicates  ol  parts  most  likely  to  be  bro- 
ken (estimated) 542  76 

$00,100  00 
Appropriation 85,000  00 

Deficiency $5,100  00 

This  dcficiencj'  has  been  occasioned  mainly  by  the 
following  variations  from  the  original  design  and  ad- 
ditions thereto: 

1.  The  substitution  of  trucks  of  an  improved  pat- 
tern for  those  furnished  under  the  contract. 

2.  The  laying  of  an  additional  set  of  track-string- 
ers, made  necessary  by  changes  in  the  position  of  the 
foundation  piles  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners. 

3.  The  strengthening  of  one  truss  of  each  draw 
and  also  of  the  most  exposed  part  of  the  easterly 
pier. 

4.  The  substitution  of  new  material  for  old,  in  re- 
pairing the  bridge  to  a  greater  extent  than  was  con- 
sidered necessary  at  the  time  the  appropriation  was 
made. 

The  plan  of  building  two  draws  side  by  side  is  en- 
tirely new,  and  their  construction  involved  many 
small  expenses  not  foreseen  and  provided  for  in  the 
estimates. 

It  is  also  designed  to  procure  and  keep  on  hand  du- 
plicates of  the  parts  of  the  draw  machinery  most 
liable  to  accident. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  au- 
thorizing a  transfer  of  $5100  from  the  Reserved 
Fund. 

For  the  committee, 

L.  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  the  sum  of  five  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appro- 
priation 7or  Widening  Federal-street  Bridge. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS    RELATING    TO   THE    RECENT    PIRE    AND     FIRE 
APPARATUS. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following  order,  which 
was  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment be  requested  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the 
lire  which  occurred  in  this  city  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
and  the  efforts  made  to  suppress  it.  and  report  the 
results  of  their  investigation  to  the  C!ity  Council. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  followinaf  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  plans  and 
estimates  for  the  widening  of  Washington  street  to 
sixty  feet,  between  Summer  street  and  Essex  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  if  he  understood  aright 
that  the  order  proposed  widcming  from  Summer  street 
to  Essex  street.  If  the  widening  was  fi-om  Avery 
street  he  was  in  favor  of  it,  but  not  from  Summer 
street,  which  would  cost  millions  of  dollars. 

Aklerman  Power  replied  that  the  order  referred  to 
the  widening  from  Summer  street,  for  it  was  desira- 
ble that  it  should  be  done  to  i)rev(^nt  other  fires;  but 
if  it  was  thought  best  to  wait  until  the  whole  dis- 
tance was  burnt  down,  then  jierhaps  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  wait.  But  for  the  narrowness  of  the  street, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  millions  of  dollars  of  property 
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woulcl  have  been  in  existence  which  was  not  now. 
If  they  did  not  v/ish  to  have  more  extensive  fires,  then 
it  would  be  well  to  have  their  attention  turned  to  it, 
and  that  the  street  be  made  wide  enough  to  have  it 
safe.  The  order  called  for  plans  and  estimates  of  the 
cost,  and  as  no  harm  could  come  from  obtaining 
them,  he  could  see  no  objections  to  passing  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  said  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  getting  estimativs  except  that  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners have  now  more  work  than  they  can  do,  nor 
would  it  make  any  difference  if  they  were  made  evsry 
thirty  days,  for  it  was  not  likely  that  such  a  widen- 
ing would  be  made  this  year  or  the  next.  Plans  have 
been  already  drawn  for  the  widening  of  Washington 
street  from  Essex  street  to  Avery  street,  and  it  would 
be  putting  labor  uncalled  for  upon  the  Commission- 
ers. Such  a  widening  as  was  proposed  by  tlie  order 
would  cost  nothing  short  of  .$2,000,000  or  $3,000,000, 
and  to  put  that  on  top  of  the  $.5,000,000  or  $0,000,000 
now  required  could  hardly  be  warranted.  There 
could  be  no  objections  to  making  estimates  for  wid- 
ening all  the  streets;  School  street,  for  instance,  and 
Tremont  street,  which  needed  widening  as  much  as 
any  street,  and  would  cost  but  $25,000  or  $.30,000.  To 
devote  thirty  or  sixty  days  to  a  widening  job  which 
they  could  not  carry  out  would  be  labor  wholly  un- 
necessary. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  not  arguing  for  wider 
thoroughfares,  but  for  the  safety  of  the  city.  The 
cry  and  fear  throughout  the  city  was  for  some  means 
to  be  taken  for  the  public  safety,  and  there  was  no 
way  so  surely  to  meet  that  want  as  in  widening 
Washington  street  and  all  others  like  Washington 
street.  When  the  subject  of  widening  Washington 
street  was  up  before,  the  necessity  for  the  widening 
was  very  apparent,  but  much  more  so  was  it  now. 
If  they  chose  to  wait  until  the  rest  of  Washington 
street  was  burni  up,  then  do  so,  and  the  responsibility 
would  rest  where  it  belonged.  There  was  no  street 
which  needed  widening  so  much  as  Washington 
street,  even  if  there  was  no  fire,  but  it  would  prove  to 
be  very  costly  should  it  be  burnt  down.  The  general 
desire  was  to  have  the  street  widened,  and  he  lioped 
the  rules  would  be  suspended  and  the  order  would  be 
passed.  If  it  should  cost  $2,000,000  or  $3,000,000  for 
the  widening,  it  would  not  be  much  more  than  the 
loss  by  the  late  fire,  and  if  high  buildings  were  again 
put  up  there,  further  danger  may  be.expected  in 
burning  over  the  territory  again. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  contemplated  to  make 
the  street  sixty  feet  in  width  where  the  late  fire  was. 
But  until  more  effective  means  were  taken  to  prevent 
such  fires,  Ihe  widening  of  streets  would  be  of  little 
avail.  So  long  as  buildings  are  allowed  to  be  put  up 
six  or  seven  stones  in  height,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five feet  in  depth,  with  rooms  filled  with  varnish, 
naphtha,  excelsior, — the  buildings  put  up  on  leased 
lands  with  thin  walls,  etc., —it  coiild  not  be  expected 
that  they  would  be  safe.  In  this  case  the  walls  fell  on 
the  other  side  of  the  street  and  set  fire  to  the  build- 
ings on  the  opposite  side,  and  no  power  on  earth 
could  have  prevented  the  spread  of  the  fire.  There 
have  been  other  fires  on  Washington  sti'cet  where  the 
walls  were  good  and  substantial,  aud  the  fires  have 
been  confined  to  them. 

The  widening  of  Washington  street  will  go  on  as 
fast  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  but  not  the  whole  length 
at  once,  which  could  be  done  only  at  an  enormous 
expeuse,  and  it  would  hardly  be  proper  to  expend 
such  an  amount  this  or  the  next  year.  The  idea 
th.own  out  that  there  will  be  exueusive  buildings 
put  up  on  the  line  of  thebnnit  buildings  was  entirclv 
gratuitous  and  unwarrantable,  for  he  had  himself 
given  notice  to  the  Inspector  of  Baildings  not  to  issue 
nermits  for  rebuilding  until  action  had  been  taken  on 
the  subject  of  widening  the  street. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  believed  the  widening  as 
proposed  would  be  equal  to  a  third  fire,  and  worse 
than  the  others,  producing  more  suffering.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  go  so  far  in  the  proposed  widening. 
The  late  fire  was  a  money-making  operation,  for 
nearly  all  the  insurance  was  in  foreign  offices.  So 
far  as  related  to  the  spread  of  the  late  fire,  a  gale  of 
wind  was  blowing  at  the  time,  and  it  was  in 'such  a 
position,  so  difficult  to  get  at  it,  that  a  hundred  steam 
fire  engines  could  not  have  put  it  out.  The  water  as 
it  went  up  was  spread  aud  turned  to  steam  before  it 
reached  the  fire.  The  building  was  too  high  and  too 
combustible,  and  engines  every  ten  feet  could  not 
have  put  out  a  fire  m  a  building  so  high  and  filled 
with  combu.^tible  materials. 

It  was  true  they  might  have  engines  of  eighty  tons, 
with  corresponding  apparatus,  but  no  ordinary  en- 
gines could  put  out  fires  on  such  high  buildings,  aud 
the  fire  burned  until  it  reached  buildings  two  stories 
lower,  when  it  was  stop])cd.  If  all  the  buildings' had 
been  as  high,  the  fire  would  not  have  stopped  until  it 
got  to  the  water.  In  thil^  case  it  was  the  same  as  in 
the  great  fire,  which,  as  it  approached   State    street 


where  the  walls  were  lower  and  better,  it  was 
stopped.  At  the  last  fire  the  atmosphere  never  was 
drier.  The  Street  Commissioners  have  now  all  they 
can  attend  to  in  the  widening  of  streets,  and  the  cost 
would  be  enormous,  besides  putting  business  men  to 
great  inconvenience  in  cutting  off  their  stores.  They 
were  suffering  enough  from  the  great  fire. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, theexpense  of  the  proposed  widening  would 
frighten  the  community,  yet  now^there  was  a  general 
willingness  to  stand  any  sacrifice  to  preserve  ns 
against  such  another  fire.  As  to  fire  engines,  he 
believed  we  were  as  well  equipped  as  any  city 
in  the  Union,  and  as  long  as  we  have  high 
buildings  on  narrow  streets,  we  could  not  prevent 
serious  fires.  Oirr  only  protection  was  in  making 
our  streets  wider.  It  would  be  prudent  and  wise 
to  tear  down  buildings  to  widen  streets,  and  we 
should  not  delay  an  hour  in  doing  so.  We  could  not 
restrict  the  business  of  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.  on  the 
ground  of  danger  from  combustible  material,  for  it 
was  no  more  dangerous  than  the  goods  of  Jordan, 
Marsh  &  Co.  Should  we  drive  them  out  of  the  city 
on  that  account,  we  should  have  no  need  of  fire  en- 
gines. Business  was  necessary  for  the  city,  and  it 
would  be  folly  to  drive  it  out;  for  it  was  as  much 
benefit  as  was  the  cost  of  widening  its  streets.  There 
was  no  matter  more  important  than  the  widening  of 
Washington  street,  and  he  hoped  the  order  would 
pass  and  he  sent  to  the  Street  Commissioners. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  order  was  declared 
to  be  rejected. 

Alderman  Power  raised  a  cloubt,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  in  solving  the  doubt. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  question  of  yeas  and  nays 
in  solving  a  doubt  was  very  thoroughly  disciTSsed  in 
the  Ccumcil  at  its  last  meeting,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  was  needed  here,  yet  he  would  not  object,  for  he 
was  ready  to  record  his  vote  against  this  order. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  would  give  him  great 
pleasure  to  record  his  vote  against  it. 

The  yeas  aud  nays  were  ordered  and  the  order  was 
rejected,  by  a  vote  of  2  to  9,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Power,  Say  ward. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Kmery,  Gaf- 
field,  Gibson,  (J,uincy,  Stebbins. 

Alderman  (Jaffield,  pending  the  amendment  of  an- 
other order,  made  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
construction  of  l)uildings  and  the  management  of 
fires.  Formerly,  he  said,  the  ))uildings  were  not  so 
iiigh  and  Ihe  walls  were  better.  The  Fire  Depart- 
ment he  believed  to  be  good,  but  he  wished  to  make 
it  better. 

Alderman  Sayward  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  accompanying  petition  and  request  from  the  City 
Council  for  a  hose  house  at  Longwood,  made  a  re- 
port t  hat  they  have  considered  the  same,  and  find 
that  a  lot  of  land  can  be  bought  for  the  i)urpose, 
which  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fii'e  Department,  on  the  corner  of  Longwood  and 
Brookllne  avenues,  for  the  sum  of  one  dollar  i)er 
square  foot,  said  lot  containing  4800  square  feet  more 
or  less.  The  committee  would  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  purchase  of  II.  P.  Gerrish480()  square 
feet  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Longwood  and  Brook- 
line  avenues  at  a  price  not  exceeding  $1  per  square 
foot,  and  erect  thereon  a  hose  house  at  an  estimated 
cost,  for  land  and  building,  of  $28,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
the  sum  of  $28,000,  the  same  to  l)e  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  a  site  for  ana  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
hose  house  at  Longwood. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  autliorized  to  provide  temporary  accommodations 
in  Parlcer  street,  near  Beacon  street,  for  a  steam  fire- 
engine,  and  the  men  and  horses  connected  there- 
with; the  exijcnse  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Fire  Department. 

A  question  was  raised  as  to  the  authority  for  locat- 
ing a  steam  fire  engine  on  the  territory  in-  question, 
supposed  to  be  in  Ward  15,  the  words  "near  Beacon 
street"  nor  being  in  the  order,  to  which  Alderman 
Sayward  replied  that  the  request  came  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  and  the  accommodations 
were  for  an  engine  already  provided. 

Alderman  Clark  said  Ihe  land  in  question  was  not 
situated  in  Ward  15,  as  was  supposed,  but  near  Bea- 
con street,  and  could  be  leased  for  two  years.  It  was 
designed  to  cover  the  Back  Bay  territory,  the  nearest 
engine  to  which  was  in  C'harles  street.  There  were 
no  hydrants  on  Beacon  street,  and  the  attention  of 
the  Water  Board  had  been  called  to  the  necessity  of 
providing  them.     The  neglect  as  to  provisions  for  fire 
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was  chargeable  npoii  the  Water  Board  as  well  as  upon 
the  Fire  Department.  New  hydrants,  pipes,  etc., 
were  needed  on  Beacon  street,  and  these  could  lie  put 
in  at  small  expense.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  were  also  to  be  called  uijoii  to  provide  a 
temporary  building  for  a  steam  tire  engine  on  (he 
burnt  district,  to  lie  built  of  wood  and  corrugated 
iron,  near  the  Fort  IliU  territory,  where  a  permanent 
building  was  to  be  put  up,  which  would  require  four 
or  live  months.  Tliis  was  advisable,  and  as  the 
city  own  the  lot,  the  cost  would  be  only  for  the 
erection  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Gaflicld  said  he  wished  simply  to  remark 
that  he  did  not  design  to  throw  blame  on  the  W^ater 
Board  or  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  The 
trouble  was  that  for  years  past  the  design  had  been 
for  the  city  business  to  be  carried  on  in  an  economi- 
cal manner.  While  they  spent  much  time  in  discuss- 
ing the  question  whether  they  should  raise  the  sala- 
ries of  heads  of  departments  to  ,|;3;300,  the  same  class 
of  ollicers  in  New  York  were  paid  from  $8000  to  $10,- 
000.  It  had  been  the  policy  to  go  to  these  dei)art- 
ments  to  induce  them  to  get  aloug  with  as  little  as 
possible,  which  was  not  alwi'iys  for  the  best,  but  was 
false  economy.  This  was  true  not  only  of  the  Water 
and  Fire  departments  but  of  the  Health  Dei)artment, 
and  when  other  departments  use  water  it  is  made 
chargeable  to  the  expense  of  that  department. 

It  was  time  to  drop  this  false  economy,  and  to 
practise  If  no  more.  When  the  Chief-Engineer  says 
he  wants  more  engines  or  other  apparatus,  give  them  to 
him,  and  he  did  not  doubt  the  citizens  would  back 
them  in  all  the  expenditures  required.  We  had  a 
good  Fire  Department,  but  it  should  be  better,  and 
it  was  equally  applicable  to  the  Water  Department, 
that  their  calls  for  improvement  should  be  heeded. 

Till'  order  was  passed. 

Aldermai!  :'aywaid  said  he  did  not  propose  to  wait 
for  a  request  from  the  Committee  on  B'ire  Depart- 
ment in  another  matter,  and  would  ofl'er  tho  follow- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  purchase,  hire  or  erect  upon  lands 
owned  by  the  city  within  the  burnt  district,  so  called, 
a  temporary  building  suitable  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  steam  fire  engine  and  the  men  and  horses  con- 
nected therewith;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  B'ire  Department. 

Alderman  Gibson  inquired  if  this  lot  of  land  was 
large  enough  for  the  erection  upon  it  of  a  permanent 
building  while  occupied  ')y  the  temporary  one. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  tliat  the  lot  «'as  large  enough 
for  a  house  for  a  steam  fire  engine,  hook  and  ladder 
carriage  and  a  hose  carriage.  The  city  owned  two 
lots,  and  there  was  a  small  lot  between  them  which  it 
would  be  necessary  to  purchase.  The  lot  was  30  by 
GO  feet,  and  a  temporary  building  could  be  put  up  at 
a  cost  of  from  iJSOOO  to  ,$5000.  Provision  had  been 
made  for  only  three  additional  steam  fire  engines, 
while  in  his  opinion  the  force  should  be  doubled. 
Six  steam  fire  engines  in  the  city  jiroper  weie  not 
enougli  and  had  not  been  enough  during  the  last  five 
years,  and  for  this  section  of  tlie  city  they  should  be 
doubled.  The  time  has  been  when  complaints  were 
made  against  the  City  Government  for  extravagance, 
and  there  wore  persons  now  who  decry  the  (;iiy  Gov- 
ernment for  negligence  who  as  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernment opposed  these  necessary  measures  for  its 
protection. 

It  was  suggested  two  years  ago  that  larger  pijies 
should  be  put  down  in  Summer  street,  and  parties 
were  told  to  mind  their  own  business,  for  the  Water 
Board  knew  their  business  and  the  Fire  Department 
theirs.  This  city  he  believed  sho\ild  do  as  is  done 
in  New  York.  Pay  the  firemen  for  their  whole  time, 
and  not  mal^e  it  necessary  that  a  man  should  work 
at  his  business  as  a  carpenter  or  mason,  and  be  at  a 
great  distance  from  a  fire  on  its  breaking  out.  The 
sum  of  $;500  was  not  enough  for  a  man  in  risking  his 
life,  and  wasting  half  his  time  at  fires.  The  assistant- 
engineers  should  be  jiaid   for  their  entire  services. 

All  of  this  will  add  largely  to  the  expenses  of  the 
ciiy,  and  may  drive  a  large  number  more  of  heavy 
taxpjiyers  from  the  city,  l)ut  such  persons  slioulcl 
feel  ashamed  of  themselves,  for  there  was  nothing 
more  contemptible  than  for  those  who  come  to  the 


city  poor,  and  made  all  their  money  here,  to  leave  the 
city  to  escape  taxation.  It  was  believed  that  not  less 
than  $20,000,000  of  property  escaped  taxation  by  that 
class  of  men  going  out  and  paying  their  taxes  else- 
where. This  may  drive  out  others,  yet  these  men 
come  here  and  cry  the  loudest  to  have  the  expenses 
increased  for  the  pi''~itection  of  their  property,  while 
they  pay  taxes  for  their  personal  property  elsewhere. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  his  inquiry  had  not  yet  been 
answered,  whether  there  was  room  for  a  temporary 
building,  and  for  the  putting  up  of  a  permanent  one 
on  the  same  lot? 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  there  was  a  lot  along- 
side of  the  same  kind,  which  could  be  had,  and  tlie 
building  could  be  put  up  in  thirty  days. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the 
erection  of  the  building  if  necessary,  and  inquired 
whether  there  were  not  a  number  of  buildings  now 
there  which  were  about  to  be  vacated.  It  was  pre- 
sumed that  the  citizens  would  find  fault  if  proper 
precautions  were  not  taken,  and  he  was  disposed  to  do 
all  that  was  required,  but  there  were  buildings  on  the 
spot  which  might  be  had.  In  regard  to  the  fire  appara- 
tns,he  believed  we  had  as  good  as  any  in  the  world,  and 
n  othing  more  could  be  done  but  to  increase  the  size 
of  the  engines.  There  vi^as  no  foundation  for  the 
complaint  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  our  fire 
engines. 

Alderman  Clark  suggested  an  amendment  to  make 
the  order  read  "lease  or  erect,"  which  was  accepted, 
and  he  said  he  was  glad  that  the  Alderman  said  what 
he  did  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. It  was  well  known  that  we  had  the  best  en- 
gines we  could  procure,  but  to  satisfy  the  communi- 
ty of  the  fact,  an  order  was  put  into  this  Board  to 
authorize  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  visit 
the  various  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
fire  engines,  but  it  was  not  designed  to  expend  much 
money  in  doing  so.  The  days  of  extravagance  had 
ceased,  and  as  a  member  of  the  committee  he'  failed 
to  see  where  there  was  any  ground  of  complaint  that 
there  was  any  unnecessary  expense  in  expenditures 
upon  fire  apparatus. 

There  had  been  a  backwardness  in  providing  the 
means  required  by  the  Fire  Department,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  fire  boat,  which  was  not  built  for  two 
years  after  it  was  demanded,  and  since  it  had  been  in 
use  it  had  saved  five  times  its  expense  in  cost.  So  it 
was  with  many  other  cases  of  complaint  of  eternal 
and  everlasting  exjjense.  That  expenditures  must 
be  made,  even  should  taxpayers  giuinble,  was  true, 
and,  in  eoimection  with  the  subject,  he  quoted  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  Transcript  which  met  the  question  fully 
in  his  view. 

Alderman  Qiiincy  believed  we  could  not  afford  to 
save  by  delay,  and  he  agreed  that  the  members  of  the 
Fire  Department  must  be  paid  fully  for  their  whole 
time.  This  question  of  service  settled,  and  we  could 
see  whether  we  could  not  dispense  with  the  system  of 
public  fire  alarms,  which  was  a  bad  one.  In  London 
and  Paris  and  in  some  other  cities,  there  are  no 
public  alarms.  Stations  are  provided  in  various 
])laces,  to  which  the  alarm  is  communicated,  and  it  is 
telegraphed  from  there  to  the  fire  brigades  who  are 
always  on  duty.  In  this  way  the  alarm  is  given, 
which  is  not  attended  by  an  excitement  or  crowd,  and 
the  work  is  done  better. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  on  the  occupation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  South  Boston  Flats  (City  Doc.  No.  7),  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  supposed  the  members  of 
the  Board  must  have  become  familiar  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  report,  which  were  in  fact  the  same 
which  were  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  last  year,  the  delay  in  carrying  out  winch  was 
caused  by  the  fire. 

The  indenture  appended  to  the  report  was  passed. 

OIIDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  J.  F.  Keating  for  leave  to  locate 
a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  32  Lancaster  street. 
Hearing  TVIouday,  June  2;5,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  tlie  Oominon  Council, 

JUNE    7,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
eil  was  held  this  evening  at  eigVit  o'clooli,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  tlic  cliair. 

PAPEKS    FllOM   THE   P.0AnD   OP   ALDERMEN. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
(City  Doc.  No.75, 1873),was  ordered  to  he  placed  on  fde. 
Th''  i)etitions  of  Robert  T.  Swan  and  others,  Suf- 
follv  Kindling  Wood  Company,  Newton  Morton,  and 
Charles  E.  Wiggin  and  others,  wmq  severally  refer- 
red, in  concurrence. 

The  reference  to  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
of  a  message  from  the  Mayor  recommending  an  in- 
crease of  the  efficiency  of  said  department,  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  order  authorizing  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  provided  for  a  steam  tire  engine,  and  men  and 
horses  connected  therewith,  on  I^arker,  near  Beacon 
street,  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  10  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  provision  making  it  chargeable  to  the  Fire 
Department,  and  substitute  therefor  "Public  Build- 
ings." 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  opposed  the  amendment,  be- 
lieving the  expense  should  be  chargeable  to  the  Fire 
Department. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  providing  such  buildings  was 
properly  chargeable  to  Public  Buildings. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

The  order  to  purchase,  hire  or  erect  upon  city  lands 
in  burnt  district  a  temporary  house  for  a  steam  lire 
engine,  and  the  men  and  horses  connected  therewith, 
was  amended  iu  the  same  manner,  and  passed. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and 
passed: 

Order  authorizing  sale  by  public  auction  of  old 
Koxbuiy  City  Hall  and  other  buildings  on  the  city 
lot,  in  order  that  the  building  of  -the  schoolhouse  for 
Dudley  District  may  be  proceeded  with. 

Order  for  Connnittoe  on  3?ire  Department  to  inves- 
tigate the  cause  of  the  Are  on  May  30,  and  the  efforts 
made  to  suppress  it,  and  to  report  to  the  City  Council. 
In  relation  to  the  last  order,  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 
said  he  hoped  the  committee  would  give  a  nublio 
hearing. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  erection  of  two 
primary  schoolhonses  in  East  Boston,  for  Prescott 
and  Chapman  districts;  and  for  a  loan  of  $80,000  to 
be  applied  therefor. 
The  follownig  orders  were  severally  read  once: 
Order  authorizing  a  contract  to  be  made  for  water- 
ing streets  around  the  public  grounds  at  a,  cost  not  to 
exceed  $1000. 

Order  authorizing  a  clock  to  be  placed  in  tower  of 
Ticknor  Schoolhouse,  at  a  cost  not   to  exceed  $1000. 
Report  and  order  to  allow  and  pay  to  Henry  Doher- 
ty  $71(i  !)8,  for  loss  on  account  of  settling  of  earth  de- 
posited on  Madison  square. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  execute,  in  behalf  of 
the  city,  an  indenture  as  annexed  to  said  order,  with 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  other  par- 
ties named  therein,  concerning  the  occupation  of 
South  Boston  Flats.  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  71,  1873.) 
Rejjort  and  orders  anthorizing  4800  feet  of  land  to 
be  purchased  on  corner  of  Longwood  and  Brookline 
avenues,  at  not  exceeding  $1  per  square  foot,  and  the 
erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house  at  an  estimated 
cost,  for  land  and  building,  of  $28,000;  and  for  a  loan 
therefor. 

Request  and  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  $.ol00 
from  Reserved  fund  to  appropriation  for  Widening 
Federal-street  Bridge.  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  80, 1873.) 

REVISING   THE   CITY   CHARTER. 

The  report  and  order  foi  a  commission  of  live  per- 
sons to  be  appointd  to  examine  the  act  incorporating 
the  city  and  all  other  general  and  special  statutes  for 
government  of  the  city,  and  report  what  changes 
are  necessary  or  expedient  in  view  of  prospective  in- 
creases in  area  and  population,  were  considered. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10  stated  that  the  committee 
was  not  full  when  this  subject  ws's  considered,  and 
he  moved  that  it  be  recommitted,  when  it  will  receive 
the  consideration  which  it  should. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  believed  the  reason  to  be  a 
poor  one  to  recommit  the  matter  1)ecause  all  of  the 
members  were  not  present.  It  had  already  passed 
the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  and  was  recommended  by 
the  Mayor,  and  he  believed  the  measure  was  a  very 
proper  one. 

Mr.  West  replied  thai  the  report  was  by  a  majority 
of  Ihe  committee,  and  he  moved  a  recommitment  at 
the  desire  of  those  who  were  not  present. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  13  hoped  the  report  would  be 
recommitted,  for  it  was  very  imjjortant,  and  it  should 
be  discussed  fully   in  connnittee   before  passed.     If 


called  upon  to  act  now,  he  should  oppose  it,  for  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no  reason  can  be  given  in 
favor  of  it.  The  Mayor  was  called  upon  and  could 
not  give  any  reason,  and  no  one  else  could  give  any; 
but  if,  on  examination  in  committee,  there  should  be 
particular  reasons  for  a  revision,  he  should  favor  it. 
Mr.  Dean  again  stated  that  the  measure  should  be 
fairly  considered,  and  when  the  Mayor  was  asked 
for  a  reason  he  could  not  say  why  a  revision  should 
be  made;  he  had  not  thought  of  any  special  reason, 
but  thought  that  it  should  be  passed  because  we  had 
outgrown  the  city  charter.  If  there  should  be  any 
alterations,  he  asked  what  should  such  alterations  be, 
for  members  of  the  City  Council  should  be  able  to 
tell  better  than  any  other  persons  what  may  be  neces- 
sary as  affecting  them,  or  the  provisions  making 
them  a  corporation.  Tlie  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
the  power  of  County  Commissioners,  and  the  elec- 
tions of  Mayor  and  members  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council  embrace  nearly  all  which  constitutes 
the  city  charter. 

If  it  was  believed  to  be  desirable  to  lessen  or  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Common  Council  or  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen ;  the  measures  to  such  an  end 
can  be  carried  out  without  revising  the  city  charter. 
Such  matters  would  relate  to  the  size  rather  than  the 
organization  or  charter  of  the  City  Government.  Hav- 
ing every  desire  to  do  everything  which  might  be 
necessary,  it  was  asked  of  the  Mayor  what  was  wanted 
in  order  that  a  reason  could  be  given  wlien  a  report 
was  made,  and  the  only  answer  was  that  a  Board  of 
Public  Works  might  be  desirable.  If  such  a  board 
was  necessary,  why  not  pass  upon  it  directly?  We 
now  have  Street  Commissioners,  a  Board  of  Health. 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  and  why  not  establish  a  Board  of 
Works  in  the  same  manner? 

Why,  then,  should  there  be'a  commission  to  revise 
the  charter?  The  provisions  of  the  city  charter  have 
been  settled  for  many  years,  and  the  courts  know  all 
all  about  it.  It  would  be  a  most  unwise  thing  to  re- 
vise it  unless  there  was  a  special  object  for  so  doinff, 
for  then  when  anything  relating  to  it  comes  up,  they 
must  go  to  the  courts  to  determine  what  it  means. 
This  was  not  a  question  requiring  haste,  and  he 
would  like  to  have  the  committee  go  over  it  and  see 
whether  there  was  anything  which  may  be  called  up 
to  pass  upon.  When  he  was  in  the  Council  in  1856, 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  were  directed  to  pro- 
vide for  an  election  of  members  of  the  Council  for 
two  years,  two  to  be  elected  each  year  in  every  ward, 
but  it  came  to  nothing. 

Mr.  West  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
was  one  of  the  absentees  from  the  committee,  and 
the  motion  to  recommit  was  to  enable  him  as  well  as 
others  to  give  his  views  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  if  .gentlemen  were  unable  to  attend 
meetings  of  committees,  that  was  no  reason  why 
delay  should  take  place.  Now  was  the  proper  time 
to  take  action  on  the  order,  and  when  the  report  is 
made  it  will  be  time  enough  to  argue  upon  the  mat- 
ter. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  gentleman  was  a 
little  ahead  of  his  time. 

Mr.  Dean  replied  that  the  reason  of  the  gentleman 
was  not  the  best  in  the  world.  The  subject  did  not 
receive  full  consideration  in  committee  because  some 
of  the  members  were  not  present.  There  were  vari- 
ous reasons  which  were  not  laid  before  that  committee. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  0  said  he  would  not  object  to 
recommit  it  if  the  gentlemen  desired  it,  but  the  state- 
ment made  was  liot  a  fair  one.  The  subject  was 
fairly  considered,  and  after  debate  it  was  the  opinion 
of  every  one  present  that  the  order  should  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  it  was  not  the  functions  of 
the  committe  to  examine  and  revise  the  city  charter, 
but  the  object  of  the  reference  was  simply  to  provide 
some  means  by  which  the  city  charter  and  ordinances 
could  be  revised.  He  hoped  that  not  all  the  statutes 
relating  to  the  city  would  be  revised. 

Mr.  Dean  said  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  making 
such  a  revision. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report 
an  ordinance  to  prohibit  discharge  of  cannon  on  the 
Common  without  authority  of  City  Council  was  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
the  committee  consider  the  expediency  of  such  an 
ordinance. 

Mr,  Perkins  replied  that  it  was  to  the  same  effect, 
for  it  must  be  reported  to  the  City  Council  for  final 
action. 

Mr.  Mahan  said  it  was  usual,  courteous  and  parlia- 
mentary to  consider  the  expediency  of  a  measure, 
and  he  desired  to  conform  to  the  established  usage. 
The  expediency  should  lii'st  be  considered,  but  if  it 
shou  d  be  discussed  now  he  shtmld  oppose  it.  Some 
persons  seemed  to  have  such  delicate  nc^rves  that 
they  could  not  allow  anything  on  the  Common  which 
was  not  under  their  control. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Wai'd  1'2  moved  to  amend  by  includ- 
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ing  all  "other  public  gronnds,"  which  was  carried, 
when  the  order  was  passed. 

The  report  and  orders  for  erection  of  a  stable  on 
city  lot,  Highland  street,  for  Health  and  Paving  de- 
partments, and  for  a  loan  of  $85,000  to  be  applied 
therefor,  were  considered. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  inquired  if  there  was  any 
reason  for  this  expenditure  for  a  stable. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  replied  that  this  was  the  first 
time  he  had  seen  the  order;  and  as  to  the  necessity 
for  a  stable  he  did  not  know.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  season  the  attention  of  the  committee,  as  indi- 
viduals, ^as  called  to  the  necessity  of  increased  ac- 
commodations, but  it  was  never  brought  before 
them  as  a  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  a  reference  of  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Health  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Denny  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

Mr.  Perkins  amended  his  motion. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  said  this  matter  was  referred 
to  this  City  Government  as  unfinished  business  of 
last  year. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  carried. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  authorizing  the  erection  of  an  iron  fence 
around  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Dartmouth  and  Exeter  streets;  and  to  raise 
the  grade  of  said  square,  cover  it  with  loam  and  sods, 
and  to  lay  out  walks  over  the  same;  the  cost  not  to 
exceed  .$8000. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  grading  of  Madi- 
son square,  and  the  erection  of  a  wooden  fence 
around  it,  at  not  exceeding  $3000. 

Order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  foot  bridges 
over  Boston  &  Providence  Kailroad,  at  West  Canton 
street  and  Berwick  park,  and  for  that  purpose  to  sell 
the  same  by  public  auction. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions to  construct  a  telegraph  line  from  their  office 
to  the  institutions  at  South  Boston,  at  an  expense  of 
$1200. 

Orders  to  rescind  order  (Nov.  1,  1872)  authorizing 
purchase,  for  $7500.  of  land  on  Adams  street,  from 
Old  Colony  &  Newport  Kailroad  Company,  as  a  site 
for  Police  Station  Eleven;  and  in  lieu  of  said  pur- 
chase, authorizing  the  purchase  of  7.500  feet  of 
land,  at  not  exceeding  .$1  per  foot,  of  J.  H. 
Robinson,  as  a  site  for  said  station. 

RESERVOIR  ON   PABKEU's   HILL. 

The  report  and  orders  for  a  loan  of  $115,000  for  ex- 
tension of  water  pipes  in  Wards  13,  14,  15  and  16; 
also  for  a  loan  of  $161,000  for  Parker's-Hill  Reservoir; 
also  to  authorize  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  take 
the  laud  necessary  for  construction  of  reservoir,  etc. 
(City  Doc.  No.  77),  were  considered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  wished  for  information  on  the 
subject,  for  he  had  yet  to  learn  the  necessity  for  this 
new  reservoir.  The  statement  of  the  Water  Board 
gave  some  figures  which  to  him  were  wholly  unsatis- 
factory. He  had  the  honor,  with  other  members  of 
the  City  Council,  to  visit  the  premises,  and  heard  a 
statement  from  the  City  Engineer,  which  did  not  sat- 
isfy him.  It  was  stated  in  the  report  that  the  land 
could  be  purchased  at  fifteen  cents  a  foot,  while 
the  figures  of  ihe  Engineer  give  an  estimate  at 
a  rate  of  sixty  cents.  If  there  is  to  be  such 
an  uncertainty,  and  we  are  to  be  led  on  state- 
ments which  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  mil- 
lions, instead  of  $1(30,000,  it  would  be  ))est  to  know, 
it.  We  should  do  differently  from  what  had  been 
done  in  the  past,  and  while  he  admitted  that  we  need- 
ed more  water,  he  believed  also  that  we  need  better 
means  of  handling  the  water,  but  that  he  should  not 
discuss  at  this  time.  At  that  time  he  took  the  liberty  to 
make  some  inquiries,  and  was  told  that  the  high  ser- 
vice was  a  success.  An  estimate  was  made  for  a  sup- 
ply of  five  million  or  six  million  gallons,  which  he 
thought  was  too  small  for  such  an  expense.  But  he 
thought  we  could  get  a  higher  head  of  water,  and  he 
aslied  why  we  could  not  go  somewhere  else.  To  this 
it  was  answered  we  could  go  nowhere  else  under  the 
law. 

Refering  to  the  law,  he  said  that  when  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Legislature,  he  asked  the  question 
why  an  alternative  place  was  not  placed  in  the  hill, 
and  was  told  that  nowhere  but  on  Parker's  Hill  was 
it  desirable  to  go.  He  asked  why  not  go  to  Corey's 
Hill,  and  was  told  that  it  was  too  high.  Yet  Corey's 
Hill  was  but  forty-three  feet  higher  than  Parker's 
Hill,  and  land  could  he  purchased  there  at  one  quar- 
ter of  the  cost  of  land  on  Parker's  Hill.  But  he  be- 
lieved there  were  higher  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  Bos- 
ton, and  that  witli  the  high  service  on  such  hills,  a 
groat  part  of  the  expense  of  throwing  water  at  high 
points  could  be  saved.  He  believed  that  from  Pow- 
der-Horn  Hill  water  could  be  thrown  over  the  State 
House. 

Instead  of  spending  money,  or  travelling  about  to 
ascertain  where  can  be  found  more  powerful  engines, 


he  believed  it  would  be  better  to  make  examination 
to  ascertain  where  the  highest  head  of  water  can  be 
obtained.  His  own  experience  at  a  fire  on  Wednes- 
day night  was  related,  in  wliich  a  stream  from  a  little 
hydrant  was  sufficient  to  extinguish  the  fire.  If  a 
point  higher  than  Parker's  Hill  can  be  found,  he  be- 
lieved itVas  their  duty  to  find  such  a  place,  and  there 
should  be  no  haste  in  passing  the  order  until  such  an 
examination  was  made.  He  would  be  in  favor  of 
adopting  the  highest  hill  whicli  could  be  found  with- 
in a  range  of  five  miles  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  explained  in  regard  to  the  flig- 
ures,  that  the  owners  of  property  on  Parker's  Hill 
found  fault  with  being  taxed  at  ten  cents  a  foot,  and 
it  was  believed  to  be  fair  to  make  the  estimate  at  fif- 
teen cents.  The  City  Solicitor  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that  as  the  will  of  the  former  owner  of  Par- 
ker's Hill  was  a  peculiar  one  it  will  be  necessary  to 
take  the  land  and  leave  the  price  to  be  settled  in  the 
courts.  If  such  a  settlement  was  made,  it  would  be 
better  not  to  allow  the  parties  any  advantage  by  an 
admission  that  the  land  was  worth  a  great  deal  more. 

Mr.  Pease  read  a  statement  from  the  City  Engineer, 
that  the  pumping  engines  for  the  high  service  are 
kept  up  nearly  to  their  capacity,  and  that  water  is 
kept  in  the  reservoirs  at  South  Boston  and  on  Beacon 
Hill  to  meet  emergencies;  that  more  engines  will  be 
necessary,  or  a  reservoir  he  provided  as  proposed; 
and  as  the  location  of  tliese  engines  must  at  some 
time  be  abandoned,  it  would  be  useless  expense  to 
make  any  large  expenditure  there.  Parker's  Hill 
was  selected  because  it  was  the  only  place  which 
could  be  had  within  the  city  limits,  and  it  was  the 
best  place. 

Aspiuwall's  Hill  and  Corey's  Hill  Fin  Brookline  had 
been  considered,  but  Corey's  Hill  was  too  high,  and 
if  located  there  the  reservoir  must  be  on  the  side,  and 
more  expensive  on  that  account.  The  place  was  more 
remote  from  the  pumping  engines,  and  in  place  of 
$30,0l!0  for  tlie  pipe,  at  Parker's  Hill,  'the  cost  to  Co- 
rey's Hill  would  be  $135,000,  and  if  there  is  much  . 
rock  cutting  it  would  cost  $150,000.  Eventually  there 
must  be  three  distinct  points  of  distribution,  and  as 
to  the  objection  that  the  expense  of  this  reservoir 
would  lie  but  an  entering  wedge  for  a  much  larger 
sum,  it  is  answered  that  the  estimates  are  ample,  al- 
though l)ut  one  link  in  a  chain  of  supplies,  but  this 
will  bo  all  that  is  required  at  present. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  willing  to  admit  all  that  the 
Engineer  says,  hut  his  statement  did  not  meet  his 
objection.  He  did  not  propose  to  interfere  \vith  tlie 
present  high  service,  and  would  admit  all  his  state- 
ments except  in  relation  to  Corey's  Hill,  which  was 
not  too  high,  'i'hey  could  not  find  a  hill  too  high,  for 
as  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  differ  so  do  engi- 
neers differ.  In  the  supply  of  water  he  wished  to 
provide  for  the  future,  and  in  its  application  to  the 
extinguishment  of  fires  he  referred  to  a  building  on 
the  corner  of  Ilayward  place  and  the  Bellevue  as 
dangerous  buildings. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  inquired  whether  it  was  de- 
signed to  connect  the  high  service  with  service  out- 
side of  the  presf'iit  limits. 

Mr.  Pease  replied  that  he  did  not  know,  and  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Shaw  said  a  postponement  would  be 
equivalent  to  a  putting  off  of  the  matter  for  another 
year,  for  we  could  not  get  any  change  in  the  law  the 
present  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  would  guarantee  that  a  change 
in  the  law  could  be  had  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  he 
read  an  order  to  request  an  application  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  reservoir. 

Mr.  Blaekmar  of  Ward  11  hoped  the  order  would  he 
passed,  for  after  an  examination  it  was  determined 
that  Parker's  Hill  was  high  enough;  the  present  en- 
gines would  throw  the  water  therej  and  that  hill  was 
the  right  place. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  hoped  the  order  would  be 
passed,  for  a  plain  statement  had  been  made  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  location.  The  members  of  the 
Council  had  visited  the  place,  and  heard  the  state- 
ment of  the  Engineer,  and  they  had  also  heard  the 
other  side  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  He  be- 
lieved, therefore,  that  they  were  ready  to  act  upon 
the  subject,  and  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  40  yeas,  6  nays — 
the  nays  being  Messrs.  Bicknell,  Dean,  Hine,  Mahan, 
Martin  and  Shaw. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i.  the  order 
establishing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Law 
Department  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 

BALLOON   ASCENSION. 

The  report  and  order  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion Of  $5000  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  hoped  the  Council  would  not 
pass  the  order,  for  he  thought  if  they  could  not  do 
any  better  than  to  expend  so  much  money  to  go  up 
into  the  air,  they  might  expend  it  to  buy  a  steam  fire 
engine.  The  expenditure  of  $15,000,  he  thought,  was 
sufficient  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July. 
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The  order  was  dcclarecl  to  be  lost  by  a  vote  of  28  to 
35,  when  Mr.  Shaw  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  wer(!  ordered,  and  the  order  was  hist  by  a  vote 
of  22  to  29,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Ahbott,  Barnes,  Brackctt,  Dean.  Edwards, 
Flatley,  Flynn,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hughes,  Jones, 
Madden,  Marston,  Morse,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Train.  Up- 
ham.  Wells,  Weston,  Whiston,  Woods. 

Nays— Adams,  Bickncll,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Board- 
man,  Bowles,  Bnrditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Gud- 
worth,  Dacey,  Harrow,  Davis,  Denny,  Hiiie,  Holmes, 
Kingsley,  Loring,  Mahan,  Martin,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Powers,  Tower,   Warren,  West,   Wilbnr.  Woodward. 

VISITING  STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department  to  visit  the  several  steam  lire  engine 
establishments,  to  enable  them  to  select  the  most 
eflicient  and  approved  engine,  hose  and  hook  and 
ladder  carriages,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1000,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  said  he  had  given  notice  of  a 
rccoiisidoration  of  the  vote  ordering  it  to  a  second 
reading,  and  he  would  move  such  a  reconsideration 
for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the  vote  sustaining 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  at  the  last  meeting,  being 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  decision  was  wrong. 
The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried. 
Mr.  Dacey  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be  on  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading,  and  the  motion  would  not 
now  be  in  order,  but  could  be  made  when  a  call  was 
made  for  motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  Chair  may  be  right, 
but  he  thought  the  question  was  whether  ttiey  should 
not  go  back  to  the  question  whether  the  doubt  which 
was  raised  was  not  legally  or  properly  solved.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  not  called  at  a  certain  stage  to 
solve  a  doubt,  and  the  Council  sustained  the  Chair  in 
his  decision.  He  believed  tliey  had  a  right  to  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  to  get  at  that  right  they  must  undo  the 
vote  ordering  the  order  to  a  second  reading.  What 
that  vote  was  has  not  been  determined,  and  the  vote 
was  never  passed,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
before  the  question  could  be  properly  settled. 

Mr.  Perkins  rose  to  a  point  of  order  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  in  order. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  gentleman  was  not  in  or- 
der, for  there  was  but  one  motion  before  the  Coun- 
cil, and  that  was  <m  giving  the  order  a  second  read- 
ing, placing  it  now  as  though  the  vote  had  never  been 
passed  upon  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading.  A  recon- 
sideration of  the  other  question  must  be  by  itself. 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  svna  in 

order  to  get  at  the  erroneous  decision,  and  to  put  the 

question  where  it  was  before  the  decision  was  made. 

The  (_;hair  stated  that,   however  desirable  it  might 

be  to  arrive  at  that  result,  it  was  not  in  order. 

The  qtiestion  being  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading — 

Mr.  Blackmar  believed  it  to  be  unnecessary  for  the 
Committee  on  P'ire  Department  to  visit  steam  lire 
engine  establishments,  for  if  it  is  given  out  that  the 
city  is  ni  want  of  lire  engines  we  shall  be  flooded  with 
petitions,  and  they  need  not  go  to  see  them,  for  the 
manufacturers  will  bring  them  hero. 

Mr.  Perkins  believed  that  in  the  difference  of  opin- 
ion in  relation  to  the  management  of  the  recent  lire, 
the  order  had  better  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  that  gentleman  seemed 
not  to  understand  the  ob.i'ect  of  the  order.  If  they 
wished  to  see  the  best  engines,  they  must  visit  the 
manufactories  and  see  the  working  of  the  engines 
there.     Me  hoped  the  order  would  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  said  it  was  their  duty  not 
only  to  visit  manufacturing  establishments  to  see  the 
best  engines,  but  to  ascertain  the  working  of  fire  de- 
partments. There  were  some  engines  not  known  here 
which  were  highly  commended,  and  there  were  differ- 
ent kinds  of  hydrants.  It  was  desirable  not  to  reor- 
ganize the  Fire  Department,  but  to  organize  it,  and 
to  obtain  all  the  means  of  benefiting  it.  Many  things 
could  be  learned  by  the  committee  in  making  this 
visit. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  if  there  ever  was  a  time 

when   such  a  visit  was   needed,   it  was  the  present 

time.     The  committee  would  act  in  their  discretion, 

and  would  not  expend  the  money  unless  they  be- 

.  lieved  it  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  West  said  if  the  visit  was  not  to  see  engines 
alone,  but  to  Improve  the  department,  ho  would  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Jones  referred  to  some  of  the  places  and  estab- 
lishments which  would  probably  be  visited,  from 
Manchester  to  Albany,  thence  west  to  Cleveland,  (!in- 
cinnati  and  to  Chicago.  At  Cleveland  they  had  an 
improvement  on  the  fire-alarm  tclegra])h.  The  ap- 
propriation would  not  allow  of  an  extended  trip,  from 
WO  to  six  hours  in  a  place  only  would  be  occupied. 


Mr.  Blackmar  was  of  opinion  that  $1000  would  not 
I)ay  the  expenses  of  such  a  trip  as  was  mapped  out. 
If  manufacturers  in  Cincinnati  had  engines  which 
they  had  faith  in,  they  would  no  doubt  send  one  here 
whcni  they  know  we  were  in  want  of  .the  best. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  the  Chief-Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department  had  diagrams  of  the  best-manufact- 
ured engines,  yet  it  could  not  be  told  what  the  work- 
ing of  them  would  be  by  those  diagrams.  It  would 
be  an  absurdity,  also,  to  suppose  that  engines  would 
be  sent  here,  and  the  only  way  to  satisfy  the  desires 
of  the  Mayor  and  the  demands  of  the  press  and  of  the 
public  for  a  better  method  of  managing  fires  is  to  go 
where  the  machines  are  in  operation,  and  not  to  wait 
for  them  to  be  sent  heie. 

The  motion  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading 
was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  37  to  10,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Bleiler,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins.  Cudworth, 
Dacey,  Darrow,  Davis,  Denny,  Edwards,  Flynn,  Hine, 
Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Madden, 
Mahan,  Marston,  Martin,  Pease,  Thacher,  Tower, 
Warren,  Wells,  West,  Weston,  Wilbur,  Woods, 
Woodward. 

Nays — Blackmar,  Dean,  Hall,  Harrington,  Perkins, 
Powers,  Shaw,  Train,  Lipham,  Whiston. 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  reasons  given  for  the^passage  of 
the  order  in  the  action  of  the  committee,  and  in  the 
statement  of  the  Chief  Engineer  in  relation  to  the 
management  of  the  fire  are  entirely  opposite  to  those 
offered  in  the  discussion. 

The  order  was  then  passed  without  a  count. 

Mr.  Dacey  inquired  if  a  reconsideration  of  the 
other  question  was  now  in  order. 

The  Chair  stated  that  it  would  properly  come  up 
under  orders,  resolutions,  etc. 

SPECIAL   ASSIGNMENTS. 

The  special  assignment  for  S,}4  o'clock  was  taken 
up,  it  being  the  orders  to  transfer  and  assign  to  Wil- 
liam Smith  &  Co.  the  city's  interest  in  three  insur- 
ance policies  effected  by  saidSmitli  &  Co.  on  a  build- 
ing which  they  had  contracted  to  erect  as  a  Smallpox 
Hospital,  and  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  before  it 
was  delivered  by  the  contractors:  and  for  City  Clerk 
to  attach  a  copy  of  the  above  order  to  each  of  said 
policies. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order,  and  the  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

The  special  assignment  for  9  o'clock,  the  reports  of 
Cimimittee  on  the  Burrill  Claim,  was  reassigned .  to 
Thursday  evening  next,  9  o'clock. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Bigelow,  Kennard  &  Co.  and  others,  that  a  steam 
fire  engine  be  located  on  Mason  street. 

S.  W.  Hayden  and  others  for  a  horse  hose  carriage 
in  Ward  10. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Samuel  E.  Russell,  for  appropriation  to  pay  for  ex- 
pense of  exhibition  of  his  fire  apparatus.  Beferred 
to  Committee  on  Water. 

Hannah  Daley  for  compensation  for  injuries.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

S.  H.  Russell,  that  the  Common  be  not  used  for 
fireworks.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Fourth  of 
July. 

S.  S.  Lord,  to  be  allowed  to  erect  an  addition  to  his 
blacksmith  shop  in  Ward  12. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings. 

SMALLPOX   HOSPITAL   CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  passing  the  orders  to  transfer  and  assign  in- 
surance policies  to  William  Smith  &  Co.,  and  hoped 
the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  hoped  the  motion  would 
prevail,  for  the  question  was  taken  at  a  time  when 
several  members  were  not  in  their  seats,  and  it  places 
us  in  a  ridiculous  position,  with  a  payment  of  ,$.5000 
and  an  assignment  of  policies  of  insurance,  with  the 
passage  also  of  another  order  designed  as  a  substi- 
tute for  this.  Before  th(^  passage  of  this  order  the 
motion  was  perfectly  right,  and 'if  more  wa«  received 
from  the  insurance  policies  it  was  to  be  paid  to  them. 

Under  the  passage  of  these  orders,  in  addition  to 
the  $.5000  which  they  have  received,  should  the 
policies  be  paid,  they  will  receive  $10,000  more,  and 
they  had  no  more  right  to  assign  these  policies  to 
them  than  they  had  to  take  money  from  the  treasury 
and  ))ay  it  to  any  one  else.  There  was  no  legal  claim 
for  the  demand,  and,  in  face  of  this  decision  and 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  they  would  virtually 
get  theirentire  claim.  MHth  such  a  precedent  it 
would  comi)licate  the  dilticulties  in  settling  claims 
and  rob  the  treasury.  There  were  many  claims  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims  which  were  much 
stronger.  If  a  member  of  the  Council  should 
C(mtract  for  a  building,  and  it  should  be  burnt  before 
it  was  delivered,  he  would  consider  it  a  misfortune 
of  the  builder;  and  if  he  should  pay  for  it  he  should 
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aclmiie  his  generosity,  but,  he  would  not  be   obliged 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  rose  to  a  question  of  order 
that  the  gentleman  was  addressing  the  Council  and 
not  the  Chair. 

The  Chair  stated' that  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
gentleman  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Blackmar  proceeded  with  his  remarks,  and  Mr. 
Mahan  again  raised  the  point  of  order. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  point  was  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  Blackmar  repeated  his  statement  in  relation  to 
individual  liabilities  in  such  cases,  and  if  an  individ- 
ual was  not  legally  bound  to  pay  such  a  claim,  they 
had  no  right  to  put  their  hands  into  the  treasury  to 
make  such  payments  because  a  contractor  was  un- 
fortunate. 

Mr.  Shaw  wished  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  whether  these  parties  were  entitled  to 
one  dollar. 

Mr.  Blackmar  replied  that  they  were  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  believed  the  pai'ties  were  entitled  to  pay- 
ment, and  with  reference  to  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  he  said  the  opinions  were  not  put  and 
answered  directly.  As  to  the  question  of  equity,  he 
believed  the  parties  had  an  equitable  claim,  and  as 
he  understood  the  facts,  after  they  had  nearly  com- 
pleted their  work,  the  city  stepped  in  and  interrupt- 
ed the  work.  In  demanding  the  premises  by  the  city 
for  other  work,  he  believed  if  Smith  &  McGarigle 
had  not  a  legal,  they  had  an  equitable  case.  If  the 
committee  were  bound  to  put  proper  questions  to  the 
City  Solicitor  and  they  were  answered,  why  were  they 
not  put  and  answered,  and  reported  to  the  Council? 

Mr.  Shaw  believed  the  city  was  belittling  itself, 
after  interrupting  this  work,  to  refuse  to  pay  the 
parties  for  their  loss;  and  it  appeared,  also,  that  the 
city  put  in  furniture  in  addition  to  this  interruption. 
For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  reconsideration  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  gentleman  had  four  times  as- 
serted that  if  these  gentlemen  had  no  legal  claim, 
they  had  no  right  to  its  payment.  His  argument,  too, 
was  reason  enough  against  the  payment.  Smith  &  Mc- 
Garigle could  not  blow  hot  and  cold  at  the  same  time, 
and  could  not  claim  that  the  building  was  delivered 
and  get  the  insurance  on  it,  after  it  passed  from  their 
hands.  There  was  no  show  of  law,  equity  or  justice 
in  the  claim,  and  if  the  policies  should  be  transferred 
to  them,  the  $5000  paid  to  them  should  be  in  the 
city  treasury. 

Mr.  Mahan  stated  that  the  assignment  of  the  ques- 
tion was  to  81/4  o'clock,  and  if  gentlemen  did  not  pay 
attention  to  what  was  going  on,  they  had  no  right  at 
this  late  hour  to  make  objections.  He  believed  the 
claim  was  a  just  one  and  should  be  paid,  and  as  the 
subject  was  well  understood,  he  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  sustained. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  17 
to  29,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Adams,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brack- 
ett,  Burditt,  Denny,  Hall,  Hine,  Holmes,  Morse,  Per- 
kins, Powers,  Train,  West,  Woods,  Woodward. 

Nays— Abbott,  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Burt,  Caton,  Col- 
lins, Cudworth,  Dacey.  Davis,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn, 
Harrington,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Mad- 
den, Mahan,  Marsion,  Martin,  Pease,  Shaw,  Thacher, 
Tower,  Warren,  Wells,  Weston,  Whiston. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  several  orders  which  had  been  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  were  laid  over  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  members  to  pass  them  by  a  two-thirds 
vote. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  orders  were  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  moved  that  when  the  Coun- 
cil adjourn  it  br  to  1)4  o'clock  next  Thursday  even- 
ing, and  that  that  hour  be  the  time  for  meeting. 
Declared  to  be  carried,  but  on  a  count  it  was  lost— 15 
to  18. 

The  several  orders  which  were  taiten  up  were  passed 
as  follows: 

Orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of  7600  feet  of  land 
on  Dudley  and  Forest  streets,  at  not  exceeding  $1  50 
per  square  foot,  as  a  site  for  Hook  and  Ladder  House 
No.  4;  and  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  of 
$12,000  for  the  purchase  of  said  land,  and  for  plans 
for  such  house. 

Orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  police  station 
house  on  city  land  on  Fourth  street,  between  K  and 
I  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $45,000;  and  for  a 
loan  therefor. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $000  per  annum  for  rent  of 
Armory  of  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.. 
in  hall  577  Washington  street. 

Order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  not  exceeding  $3000 
from  Reserved  Fund  to  the  amount  authorized  for  a 
hose  house  at  corner  of  O  and  Fourth  streets.  South 
Boston. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  a  resolve  that  in  view 


of  the  danger  from  fire  from  high  buildings  and  nar- 
row streets,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
that  no  further  permits  should  be  issued,  and  all 
which  were  granted  should  bo  annulled  until  action 
should  be  taken  on  the  subject  of  widening  Washing- 
ton street  within  the  limits  of  the  late  fire. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  stated  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  yesterday,  an  order  was  passed 
that  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  instructed  not  to 
issue  permits  for  building  on  that  territory  until  ac- 
tion was  taken  by  the  City  Council.  He  moved  that 
the  resolve  be  laid  on  the  table,  wljich  was  carried. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  oifered  an  order  that  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
ordinance  that  the  floors  of  buildings  be  made  fire 
proof.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  offered  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  purchase  the  estate  late  of  Nathan- 
iel Whiting,  between  Washington  square  and  Wash- 
ington place,  containing  1523  square  feet,  more  or 
less,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $11  per  foot;  and  also 
to  erect  upon  said  lot  and  the  16ts  adjoining  on  either 
side,  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston,  a  building  suitable 
for  the  accommodation  of  a  steam  fire  engine  and  a 
hook  and  ladder  carriage  and  the  horses  and  men 
connected  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  $50,000,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  the  erection  of  an  engine  and  hook 
and  ladder  house  in  Ward  5. 

It  beine  stated  in  answer  to  a  question  that  these 
orders  came  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
Mr.  Shaw  said  he  would  like  to  know  by  what  au- 
thority a  committee  reported  orders  without  any 
petition  or  instruction  from  the  body  to  which  they 
were  responsible? 

The  Chair  stated  that  there  was  no  rule  which  pre- 
vented the  offering  of  orders  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  when  he  offered  a  resolution, 
his  friend  from  Ward  7  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
and  stated  that  his  committee  had  given  directions 
without  any  instructions  from  the  Council  for  doing 
so.  There  were  a  plenty  of  lots  on  Fort  Hill  owned 
by  the  city,  some  of  which  were  better  fitted  for  this 
purpose  than  these  lots  were. 

Mr.  Pease  stated  that  most  of  the  lots  owned  by 
the  city  on  Fort  Hill  were  leased,  and  they  could  not 
be  used  for  the  purpose  proposed  at  present. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  believed  they  could  wait,  for 
the  parties  who  were  using  certain  newspapers 
which  they  ;;could  handle,  did  not  know  half  what 
they  thought  they  did  in  these  matters.  There  was 
no  occasion  for  going  it  blind  on  the  subject  of  the 
extinguishment  of  fires. 

Mr.  Dean  also  objected  to  acting  hastily  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Denny  referred  to  action  already  taken  with 
regard  to  providing  further  facilities  for  extinguish- 
ing fires  in  the  burnt  district,  and  moved  that  the  or- 
ders be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  and  they  hereby 
are  instructed  to  place  Lowry  hydrants  on  the  several 
main  water  pipes  of  this  city,  and  also  upon  each  and 
every  street  crossing. 

Mr.  Jones  advocated  the  order,  as  a  necessary 
measure  for  extinguishing  fires,  and  Mr.  Loring  of 
Ward  12  was  of  opinion  that  it  might  safely  be  left 
with  the  Water  Board,  to  which  two  able  members 
were  recently  added.  He  moved  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  a 
point  of  order  at  the  last  meeting,  stating  that,  should 
it  prevail,  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  and  the 
question  of  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ])e,<in  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  Commandant  of  the  United 
States  Navy  Yard  at  Ch  rlestown  the  thanks  of  the 
City  Government  and  citizens  of  Boston  for  the  very 
valuable  services  rendered  by  the  marine  corps  in 
preserving  order  and  protecting  property  during  and 
after  the  fire  of  the  .30th  ultimo. 

The  order  was  amended  to  add  thanks  to  the  com- 
mandant of  Fort  Warren,  and  as  amended  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3,  the  order  for  a 
joint  committee  to  be  appointed  to  arrange  for  music 
on  the  Common  and  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  .$;3000,  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  assigned  to  Thursday  evening  next. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  tlie  Bosird  of  Aldenneii, 

JUNE    9,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting'  of  the  Board  fif  Alder- 
men was  held  tliis  afternoon  at  four  o'cldck,  Alderman 
Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

.7UR0RS    DRAWK. 

Pour  grand  and  three  petit  jurors  were  dr/iwn  for 
the  U.  S.  District  Court. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Newell  Butler. 

Constable — David  L.  Wentworth. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— Caleb  L.  Stiir- 
gis,  Hotel  Dartmouth  and  Dudley  and  Warren  street; 
Benjamin  K.  Groton,  Litchlield's  wharf  and  its  vicini- 
ty; Aaron  Morse,  Dock  square  and  its  vicinity; 
Joshua  B.  Fiske  and  Charles  M.  Blake,  Boylston 
Market  and  its  vicinity;  D.  Banks  McKenzie,  Young 
Men"s  Christian  Association;  Francis  T.  Beniis,  West 
street  and  its  vicinity;  Charles  C.  Davis,  Copp's  Hill 
Cemetery;  Arthur  J.  Lansil,  New  Faneuil-llall  Mar- 
ket; Redmond  J.  Allman,  Lincoln  street  and  its  vi- 
cinity. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  RBPEHKED. 

Mary  A.  Drinan,  administratrix,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Blue-Hill  avenue. 

Anton  Holz,  guardian,  and  others,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Cabot  street. 

J.  B.  Sanl'oid  and  others,  that  Draper's  lane  be 
raised,  graded,  etc. 

Atlantic  Works,  for  a  revised  grade  of  Bremen 
street  in  their  vicinity. 

Alden  Avery,  that  a  street  running  from  Albany 
street  to  Walnut  avenue  be  called  Albany  avenue. 

Severally  I'eferred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Phineas  B.  Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Marcella  street,  rear  No.  30. 

Thomas  Wilkins,  for  leave  to  occui)y  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Oreen  street,  near  old  well 
in  the  street,  Ward  l(i. 

Maurice  Lane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Longwood  avenue,  between  Parker 
street  and  Bumstead  lane. 

Michael  Doherty  and  others,  against  the  erection  of 
a  stable  for  fifl,y  horses  on  Cove  street,  as  proposed. 

Thomas  White,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
fourteen  horses  on  WiswalTs  wharf.  Federal  street. 

Patrick  Coyne,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Eighth  street,  between  M  and  N 
streets. 

James  K.  (Crowley,  for  revocation  of  the  stable 
license  granted  to  W.  B.  Wilbur  on  Fourfli  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

C.  D.  Bro.)ks,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  in  Pur- 
chas(!  street.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on   Streets. 

Eli  Pernaid,  against  the  projection  of  a  bay  win- 
dow on  Newland  street,  at  the  corner  of  Upton 
street.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

John  P.  Bispham  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  West- 
ern avenue  to  Peabody  street. 

M.  J.  Ryder  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Bolton 
street,  from  1)  to  E  street. 

Trustees  of  the  Sears  estate,  for  a  sewer  in  that 
part  of  Arch  street  formerly  Morton  place. 

Uriel  Crocker,  for  a  sewer  in  Arch  street,  formerly 
Morton  place. 

Jonatlian  W.  Glines  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Clinton  stieet.  from  Blackstone  street  to  Merchants' 
Row. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

George  B.  Gieeley,  for  removal  of  a  tree  from  Ash- 
land street,  Harrison  Square.  Ri^ferred  to  Committee 
on  Common  on  the  jiart  of  this  Board. 

Stetson  &  Pope  and  others,  for  a  steam  Are  en- 
gine near  the  lines  of  Wards  7  and  12.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

William  Evans  and  others,  that  Tremont  street  be 
widened  by  taking  a  jjart  of  tlie  Tremont-street  mall. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

COMMUNICATION     RELATING     TO     THE     FIRE     DEPART- 
MENT. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Mayor: 

Boston,  June  0,  187.3. 

To  the.  Hon.  the  City  Covrieil  of  the  ('Ha  of  Bont'on: 
Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to'  tiaiisDiit  herewith  a 
communication  from  the  representatives  of  various 
insurance  companies,  which  sustained  losses  by  the 


fire  of  the  3()th  ultimo.      I  commend  the  suggestions 
which  it  contains  to  your  careful  consideration. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

The  communication  is  the  same  which  has  been 
published  in  full  in  the  newspapers. 

RefeiTcd  to  the  Committee  on  Pire  Department. 
auditor's  monthly  exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  was  laid  before  the 
Board  in  luint,  it  being  an  exhibit  of  the  general  and 
special  ai)propriatious  for  the  pri^seut  financial  year 
of  1873-74,  as  shown  in  tlie  bt)olcs  in  his  office,  June 
1,  1873,  including  the  June  draft,  being  two  months' 
payments  of  the  fiiumcial  year — exhibiting  the  orig- 
inal appropriations,  the  amount  exi)ended,  and  the 
balance  of  each  unexpended  at  that  date.  A  recapit- 
ulation gives  the  following  result: 

Expended.      irnexpended. 


Appropriations, 
Keveimes,  etc. 

General §11,036,949  34 

S|)ecial 7,991.272  21 


$1,176,725  01 
1,632,562  37 


$9,860,224  33 
6,358,709  84 

$16,218,934.17 


i!;l9,028,221  55  ,$2,809,287  38 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

widening  of  broad  street. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners,  with  a  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Broad  street  to  one  hundred  feet,  from 
Atlantic  avenue  to  Summer  street,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $780,887  25. 

'J'he  several  items  of  the  cost  are  estimated  as 
follows: 

City  of  Boston,  Belcher  lane,  637  feet,  no  expense. 
Proprietors  of  Foster's  wharf,  11,438  feet,  .|.5  50, 
$62,'.I0!);  damages,  ,|27,000;  total,  $8i),90i».  James 
and  P.  H.  Power,  Harris's  wharf,  2(J25  feet,  $5  .50, 
■  $14,437:  damages,  $41I(K)-.$19,:337  .50.  Pleirs  of  John 
H.  Pearson,  Pearson's  dry  dock,  2574  feet,  $5  .50, 
$14,157;  damages,  $2000-$i(i,157.  Heirs  of  James 
Otis,  Otis  wharf,  505U  feet,  $5  50,  $27,808;  damages, 
$2000- $20,808.  David  Snow,  Arch  wharf,  494(i  feet, 
$5  50,  $27,203;  damages,  10,600— $46,803.  David 
Snow,  Packard's  wharf,  4822  feet,  $6,  $28,032;  dam- 
ages, $4800— $33,732.  William  R.  Clark,  Port  Hill 
wharf,  478!)  feet,  $(>  50,  $31,128;  damages,  $17,500— 
..|48,628  .50.  William  Litchfield,  Litchfield's  wharf, 
6402  feet,  $6,  $38,952;  damages,  $3500 -$42,452. 
John  Tj.  Batcheider,  Batclielder's  wharf,  3088  feet, 
$(i,  $]8,.528;  damages,  $6200-24,728.  Heirs  of 
John  P.  Dolbeare,  Dolbeare's  wharf,  29.59  feet,  ${i  25, 
$18,403  75;  damages,  $800— $19,203  75.  David  Cliapin, 
W.  L.  Preseott  and  others,  Liverpool  north 
wharf,  8870  feet,  $7-$(>2,090;  damages,  .$2.50-(i2,340. 
Proprietors  of  Liverpool  wharf,  Liverpool  south 
wharf,  .5300  feet,  $6  .50— $34,.508  .50;  damages,  $25— 
$31,533  .50.  Herman  B.  Inches  and  others,  Russia 
whavf,  10,827  feet,  $6  .50— $70,375  50;  damages,  $2000— 
$72,:e75  .50.  Heirs  of  William  IL  Prentice,  Prentice's 
wharf,  9638  feet,  $6  75— $65,056  50;  damages,  $1.50— 
$65,206  50.  Heirs  of  Thomas  Tilestou,  Tileston  wharf, 
7354  feet,  $7-$51,478;  damages,  $12,5— $51,608.  Wil- 
liam T.  Hart  and  C.  P.  Clark,  Trustees  Boston.  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad,  5120  feet,  $7  .50— $38,400;  dam- 
ages, $1.500-$39,900.  Thomas  F.  Richardson,  8140 
feet,  $9— $73,260;  damages,  $5.500— $78,7'(iO.  Heirs  of 
Solomon  Piper,  Federal  street,  OliS  feet,  $8— $.5320— 
making  a  total  of  105,349  feet  of  land,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $683,037  25;  value  of  buildings  before  widen- 
ing, $130,200;  value  after  widening,  $26,000;  material 
to  be  cut  off,  $8550;  damages  to  buildings,  owners 
and  occupants,  $97,8,50— .$7'80, 887  25. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  proposed  widening 
had  been  before  the  Committee  on  Streets,  who  ree- 
ommenfled  that  the  widening  should  lie  made  as  pro- 
posed in  City  Document  No. '67,  and  as  the  parties  in 
interest  are  anxious  to  get  their  lines  and  build,  if 
the  Board  are  prepared  to  act  upon  the  subject,  he 
hoped  the  resolve  and  order  would  be  passed  at 
oiice. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed. 

widening  of  pearl  street. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Pearl  street,  near 
Milk  street,  by  taking  a  parcel  of  land,  owned  bv  S. 
S.  Perkins,  containing  101  square  feet,  at  an  expense 
of  $1414. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  resolve  and  or- 
der were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE    CITY  REGISTRAR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Regi.«trar  was  sub 
mitted  in  print  for  the  year  1872,  iin  abstract  of  which 
is  as  follows: 

Births.  There  were  9270  births  registered,  showing 
an  increase  of  715,  or  8.36  per  cent,  over  the  register- 
ed births  in  1871,  making  the  birth  rate  1  in  28.59  of 
an  estimated  population  of  26.5,000.  Adding  still 
born,  560,   the    rate    is  1  in  27;  preceding    year,  1  in 
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27.51.  •  A  compai'ison  is  given  of  the  iast  24  years; 
the  rate  showinc;  it  to  he  niiiformjy  tlie  highest  for 
tlie  nine  years  eiuliiig  with  1H5!),  aiul  tlie  low'st  dur- 
ing the  war  and  siibsequ(!ntly.  The  variations  of  tlie 
20  years  were  from  1  in  2(i..5()  i«  ]R.5()  to  f  in  :-)8.]4  in 
18()4.  It  is  stated  as  beyond  question  that  t'lc  birth 
rate  of  Boston  for  tlie  last  12  or  15  years  has  been  1)C- 
low  the  proper  standard,  and  in  no  one  of  the  years 
mentioned  has  it  been  so  high  as  a  healthy-minded 
community  should  exhibit. 

Of  these  births  (i224  (07.14  per  cent.)  of  the  children 
born  had  foreign  fathers,  and  604(3  (05.22  per  cent.) 
foreign  mothers.  Half  of  those  recorded  as  of  un- 
known fathers  and  mothers  are  embraced  in  each  in- 
stanoe.  This  shows  that  while  the  foreign-born  pop- 
nlation  makes  but  ;i5  per  cent.,  the  children  born  of 
such  parentage  makes  ()7  jier  cent,  of  the  births.  The 
Irish  population  is  about  23  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
while  the  children  of  Irish  make  34..58  of  all  the  births 
and  51.48  of  all  the  children  of  foreign  fathers.  In 
contrast,  it  is  shown  that  the  American  population, 
with  nearly  G5  per  _cent.  of  the  whole,  has  but  32.84 
per  cent,  of  the  births.  The  whole  number  of  cases 
in  whicli  one  or  both  parents  were  foreign  born  was 
3869,  or  41.74  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  births. 
Estimating  the  Irisli  population  at  58,000,  the  ratio 
of  births  is  18.10,  and  the  American  population  at 
174,500,  the  ratio  is  74.<)2. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  several  quarters  was  as 
follows:  First  quarter,  2213;  second,  2138;  third,  2477; 
fourth,  2442.  I'he  largest  number  of  births  in  any 
one  month  was  851,  in  August,  the  smallest  was  605, 
in  April. 

A  table  giving  the  number  and  percentages  of 
births  by  wards,  for  1871  and  1872,  shows  that  the 
largest  increase  was  in  Wards  1,  12,  and  15,  the  num- 
ber being  446,  or  ()2.;38  of  the  whole  increase.  There 
v.as  an  increase  of  108  in  the  four  southern  wards, 
making  15.10  per  cent.  There  was  an  increase  of  34 
births  in  Ward  2,  and  in  M'ards  5,  8,  13,  and  16  there 
was  a  decrease  of  118  births.  There  were  1074  births 
in  that  part  of  Ward  7  lying  in  South  Boston. 

The  number  of  colored  births  was  126,  47  less  than 
the  colored  deaths.  The  colored  population  makes 
about  1.32 of  the  whole,  and  the  percentage  of  births 
is  the  same.  The  birth  rate  is  al)out  1  in  27.77  of  the 
estimated  population.  During  the  last  sixteen 
years  the  colored  population  has  increased  nearly  .58 
per  cent.;  due  from  immigralion. 

The  number  of  twin  births  was  65  an  increase  of 
nine  from  the  preceding  year.  The  percentage  was 
1  in  142;  in  1871, 1  in  115.  In  only  ten  instances  were 
both  the  parents  American,  those  of  Iiish  parentage 
making  neaily  half  the  number.  In  one  instance 
both  parents  were  colored,  and  in  another  Indians. 
The  still  births  exceeded  those  of  1871  by  17.  There 
were  14  colored  still  birtlis,  making  the  ratio  1  in  0  of 
the  whole  number.  Among  the  whites  the  ratio  was 
1  in  16.74  of  the  whole  births.  The  still  births  of 
foreign  parentage  make  67.50  percent,  of  the  whole; 
Irish  43  per  cent. 

Murnayi'ii.  There  were  .3762  marriages  recorded, 
an  increase  of  but  48,  sliowiiig  a  ratio  of  1  in  85.22  of 
the  population;  in  1850  the  ratio  was  1  in  27.14.  The 
number  of  marriagesduring  theautumn  monthsmake 
31. 50  of  the  whole,  in  the  summer  23.7'6.  Only  470  (12.49 
percent.)  of  the  grooms  were  born  in  Boston  ;  51 1  (13. 58) 
in  other  towns  in  the  State;  800  (21,50)  natives  of 
other  States.  Less  than  48  per  cent,  were  native 
born;  Of  the  brides,  718  (19.08  per  cent.)  were  born 
in  Boston;  475  (i2.62)  iu  other  towns  in  the  Slate; 
644  (17.12)  born  in  other  States.  The  number  of 
marriages  in  which  both  parents  were  foreign  was 
ISIS,  42  per  cent.,  and  in  wliich  one  or  both  were 
foreign  was  2319,  61. tU  per  cent.  The  above  rel- 
ative proportions  of  foreign  and  native  marriages 
vary  slightly  from  year  to  year. 

Over  67  per  cent,  of  the  grooms  were  between  21 
and  30  years  of  age,  and  2.37  per  cent,  minors.  Of  the 
last,  eight  were  eighteen  years  of  age.  There  were 
nine  minor  grooms  who  married  brides  under  18 
years.  One  of  19  married  a  maiden  of  14;  and  one  of 
20  married  a  bride  of  35.  One  man  of  83  murried  a 
woman  of  43,  and  another  of  70  a  bride  of  43,  one  of 
72  a  bride  of  43,  and  another  of  77  a  bride  of  45. 
Two  men  of  .35  and  36  married  misses  of  16  and 
17.  Over  70  per  cent,  of  the  Inides  were  between 
20  and  30  years,  and  but  2.87  per  cenl.  above  10.  in 
448  instances  the  brides  were  older  than  the  grooms. 
One  bachelor  married  a  widow  three  times  before 
married,  and  two  glooms  three  times  widowed  mar- 
ried a  spinster  and  a  widow.  The  jiumber  of  colored 
marriages  was  101,  a  decrease  of  13  from  the  previous 
year. 

Of  the  grooms  the  principal  occupants  were  as  fol- 
lows: Laborers,  613;  clerks,  :i95;  carpenters,  264; 
merchants,  etc.,  198;  mariners,  191;  teamsters,  129; 
machinists,  121;  painters,  98;  shoemakers,  80— mak- 
Bg  more  llian  half  of  the  wtiole  number.     Of    these 


;3215  were  residents  of  Boston;  .381  in  other  towns  of 
the  State;  l^iO  in  other  places.  Of  the  brides  3;B97  be- 
longed in  Boston,  22i)  in  other  towns,  136  other  States. 
Tlie  number  of  certificates  of  intention  of  marriage 
issued  was  442-1,  an  increase  of  1:36  over  1871. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1872  was  8090,  an  increase 
of  2203,  or  ;37.40  per  cent.,  a  mortality  of  one  death  in 
30.53  of  the  population  of  2(i5,000.  In  tlie  last  sixty 
years  there  were  only  three  years  in  which  the  death 
rate  exceeded  or  approximated  that  of  1872;  in  1847, 
31  in  1000;  1848,  28.50;  1849,  ;38  in  1000.  During  the 
two  years  first  named,  typhus  fever  and  diarrhoeal  dis- 
orders prevailed  to  a  great  extent,  and  in  1849  cholera, 
when  the  deaths  were  658.  The  large  mortality  of 
1S7'2  was  chargeable  to  smallpox,  the  number  of 
deaths  being  738,  or  9.12  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
Otherwise  tfie  mortality  was  in  excess  of  that  of  1871. 
In  a  comparison  with  other  cities,  it  is  shown  that 
with  the  exception  of  Richmond  and  Cincinnati, 
there  was  an  increase  in  each  of  the  principal  cities 
of  the  Union. 

The  excess  of  deaths  of  males  over  females  in  the 
first  six  months  was  ()0;  in  the  last,  284;  making  an 
excess  of  :344;  in  1871  the  excess  was  but  22;  the  ave- 
rage for  ten  years  was  109.  In  a  table  showing  the 
births  and  deaths  for  the  last  ten  years,  it  is  shown 
that  the  average  births  was  63.37,  an  average  of  deaths 
5030— showing  an  excess  of  births  of  13,071  in  the 
whole  time ;  in  1872  the  births  exceeded  the  deaths 
1180.  Another  table  given  shows  that  68  per  cent,  of 
the  decedants  were  native  born,  very  nearly  identi- 
cal with  the  proportion  of  the  preceding  year.  Of 
the  foreign  decedants,  those  of  Irish  birth  made 
64.14  per  cent. ;  the  preceding  year  nearly  70  per  cent. 
Of  the  male  31.78,  and  female  32.50  were  foreign  born. 
There  is  but  a  slight  variation  from  year  to  year  in 
the  character  of  the  parentage  of  the  decedants— 
those  of  native  in  1872,  making  29  percent.,  Irish  48 
and  foreign  entirely  (i7. 

In  another  table  it  is  shown  that  while  the  children 
born  of  foreign  parentage  make  67.14  per  cent,  of  all 
the  birth,  the  decedents  of  foreign  parentage  of  all 
ages  make  no  less  than  71.25  per  cent,  of  all  who 
died— showing  that  the  death  rate  of  this  class  ex- 
ceided  the  birth  rate  more  than  four  per  cent.  On 
the  other  hand,  while  the  birth  rate  of  American 
children  was  only  :32.86  per  cent.,  the  death  rate  of 
the  .same  class  was  four  per  cent,  lower  than  that. 

In  another  table  it  is  shown  that  26.66  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  number  of  deaths  were  under  twelve 
months.  In  1821,  the  deaths  under  one  year  were 
only  fourteen  percent,  of  all  who  died;  in  1825,  17.18 
per  cent;  in  1836,  22.57  per  cent. ;  in  1846,  20.55  per 
cent.  Since  the  last-named  year  the  proportion  has 
gradually  inc  eased,  so  that  it  has  rar  Oy  fallen  as 
low  as  in  the  last-named  year.  It  is  also  shown  that 
42.20  per  cent,  of  all  who  died  were  under  five  years, 
and  that  4.5.;33  per  cent,  failed  to  reach  their  tenth 
year,  although  only  three  per  cent,  died  between  five 
and  ten.  More  than  hall  — fifty-one  per  cent. — died 
under  twenty  years  of  age;  there  were  5;i5  who  were 
over  seventy  years  of  age,  6.61  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
numlier  being  females. 

Another  talile  shows  that  126  died  on  the  day  of 
their  birth;  1327  between  one  day  and  six  months; 
1257  between  one  and  five  years;  253  between  5  and 
10;  127  lietween  10  and  15.  Tlie  decedents  of  for- 
eign parentage  make  73..5()  of  the  whole  number.  Of 
the  number  of  deaths  over  15  years,  4296, — 53.10  per 
cent. — the  Irish  born  make  'i'.)  per  cent.  The  highest 
per  centage  in  every  decennial  period  was  between 
40  and  .50,  when  ilie  foreign  decedents  made  67  18  of 
all  who  died.  Of  all  who  died  over  80  years,  the  na- 
tive-born mal<e  .54.:36  per  cent.  Of  the  decedents, 
1143  males  were  married,  702  foreign  born;  and  of 
females  892  were  married,  345  foreign  born.  The 
number  of  colored  decedents  was  173—107  males,  66 
fem.'iles. 

(Jf  the  causes  of  death  the  principal  ones  were  the 
following:  Accidents,  286;  diseases  of  brain,  4.30; 
cancer,  107;  cholera  infantum  and  diarrhoea,  915— an 
increase  of  250;  conMiniption,  1161— an  increase  of 
81,  but  with  a  smaller  percentage;  croup  and  diph- 
theria, 94-  a  decrease  of  ;34;  disease  of  heart,  270— an 
increase  of  31;  marasmus,  :305— an  increase  of  88; 
nephria  and  nephritis,  124;  jineumonia,  517— an  in- 
crease of  17'2;  smallpox,  7.38—4.53  males,  285  females; 
in  Ward  2,  222;  Ward  7.  86;  in  hospitals,  210-57  per 
cent,  children  of  foreign  parentage.  Less  than  six 
per  cent,  were  between  5  and  15  years  of  age;  scarlet 
fever,  2.58— an  increase  of  147;  typhoid  fever,  229— an 
increase  of  53;  meningitis  cerebro  spinalis,  60. 

Of  the  deaths  by  consumption,  18.25  per  cent,  of 
the  males,  and  21  per  cent,  of  the  females,  were  under 
20  years  of  age.  Nearly  17  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
were  of  children  under  5  years  of  age.  The  548 
deaths  embraced  103  laborers,  and  there  were  118 
whose  employ flients  were  not  given.  There  were  31 
clerks,  which  was  the  next  highest  number. 
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Tables  are  given  showing  tlie  localities  of  the 
deaths  from  cerebro-sijiiial  meningitis,  scarlet  fever 
and  typhoid  fever.  Of  the  first  named  there  were  34 
males,  2G  fcnialeis,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the 
deaths  were  at  the  South  End,  Koxlnny  and  Uorches 
ter.  Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  from  smallpox, 
222  were  in  Ward  2,  and  80  in  Ward  7,  making  41.73 
per  cent,  and  135  were  at  OJallop's  Island. 
The  nativities  were  —  201  born  in  Boston, 
109  in  Ireland,  and  131  in  British  American 
provinces.  Of  the  4iU  native  born,  a;5  were  children 
of  foreign  parentage.  Less  than  U  per  cent,  were  be- 
tween 5  and  15  years.  In  Wards!.  2  and  7,  contain- 
ing less  thaa  32  per  cent,  of  the  population,  the 
deaths  by  typhoid  fever  were  41  per  cent,  of  the  mor- 
tality in  the  wards.  Ward  2,  with  10  per  cent,  of  the 
population,  had  14.78  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  and 
Ward  7,  with  12  per  cent  of  the  population,  had  15.27 
of  the  deaths.  Scarlet  fever  was  the  most  fatal  in 
East  Boston  and  iu  Wards  7,  12  and  15. 

In  Wards  1,  2  and  7,  containing  less  than  32  per 
cent,  of  the  population,  the  deaths  were  41  per  cent, 
of  the  whole;  in  Wards  4,  5,  (i,  8,  9,  10.  11,  13,  14  and 
IG,  with  48.48  of  population,  the  deaths  were  48.48. 
Ward  2  has  ten  per  cent,  of  the  population,  while 
14.79  of  the  deaths  occurred  there;  Ward  7,  12  per 
cent,  of  population,  15.27  per  cent,  of  deaths;  Ward 
1,  790  deaths,  11  per  cent,  of  morlality,  10  per  cent,  of 
populailion.  The  daily  average  of  deaths  during  the 
year  was  22.16. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

HEARING  ON   ORDER  OF   NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  Francis 
Brown  and  others,  that  Wiiltham  street  be  paved 
and  the  railroad  tracks  be  removed  from  the  street, 
was  taken  up. 

Francis  Brown,  representing  the  petitioners,  made 
a  statement  that  Waltham  street  was  paved  with  the 
ordinary  cobble  stone,  and  that  no  alteration  in  i)av- 
ing  had  been  made  since  the  stret^t  was  laid  out,  ex- 
cept in  occasional  repairs.  The  aying  of  the  railioad 
track  was  an  injury  to  the  street,  and  as  the  track 
was  laid  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  its  use  was  con- 
tinued for  a  year  or  two  only,  and  b('en  disused  since, 
the  switches  being  removed,  there  wa«  no  reason  to 
the  petitioners  why  the  track  should  not  he  removed. 
The  travel  has  greatly  increased,  and  great  annoyance 
.  is  occasioned  by  the  unevenness  of  the  pavi  incnt. 

Mr.  Brown  made  further  remarks,  in  which  lie  said 
the  attention  of  the  residents  was  drawn  particularly 
to  the  subject  from  the  petition  for  repaving  the 
street  near  the  Franklin  Schoolhouse  with  wood. 

William  Wallace  and  G.  B.  I'utnam,  the  last-nanied 
master  of  the  Franklin  School,  conciiiivd  with  Mr. 
Brown  as  to  the  necessity  of  re|>aving  the  streets, 
removal  of  the  tracks,  and  in  relation  to  the  great  in- 
crease of  travel  through  the  streets,  makingit  particu- 
larly noisy. 

The  report  was  recommitted. 

UNFINISUED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  tt)  Ijuild  a  sewer  in  Harrison  avenue,  from 
Maiden  street  to  Union-park  street. 

Order  to  aba  e  certain  sewer  assessments  on  Forest 
street,  and  Conant  street. 

Order  to  allow  Clifford  R.  Weld  of  Roxbury  to 
take  birds  and  their  eggs  for  scientitic  purposes. 

Order  to  pave  Merriniac  street,  from  Hayniarket. 
square  to  Causeway  street,  with  granite  blocks,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  ,f  30,000. 

PArBRS   PROM   THE     COMMON   t(niNeiJ^. 

The  petitions  from  Bigelow,  Kennaid  &  Co.  and 
Others,  W.  H.  West  and  others,  Saniml  R.  Russell, 
S.  S.  Lord,  Hannah  Dahy,  and  of  Samuel  II.  Russell 
and  others,  were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  report  and  orders  for  erection  of  a  stable  on 
city  lot.  Highland  street,  for  Health  and  I'aving  de- 
partments, and  for  a  loan  of  $85,0(10  to  be  applied 
therefor,  coining  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health,  the  reference  was  concurred  in. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report 
an  ordinance  to  prohibit  discharge  of  cannon  on  the 
Common  without  authority  of  City  Council,  coming 
up  amended  so  as  to  include  "other  i)iiblic  grounds." 
.and  for  said  committee  to  report  on  the  "expedi- 
ency" of  the  proposed  measure,  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

The  report  and  order  for  a  commission  of  five  per- 
sons to  be  appointed  to  examine  the  act  incorporat- 
ing the  city  and  all  other  general  and  special  statutes 
for  governmeilt  of  the  city,  and  report  what  changes 
are  necessary  or  expedient  in  view  of  prospective  in- 
creases in  area  and  population,  were  "recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,"  in  concurrence. 

The  orders  authorizing  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  provided  for  a  steam  tire  engine  and  men  and 


horses  connected  therewith,  on  Parker,  near  Beacon 
.street;  also  to  purchase,  hir(t  or  erect  upon  city  lands 
in  burnt  district  a  temporary  house  for  a  steam  fire 
engine  and  the  men  and  horses  connected  therewith, 
ccpniug  up  witjj  uinewdments  to  charge  the  expense 
to  tlie  appropriation  for  "rublic  Buildings,"  instead 
of  "Fire  Department,"  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con 
currence: 

Ordt'r  to  authorize  the  Directors  for  Pulilic  Institu- 
tions to  construct  a  telegraph  line  from  their  office  to 
the  institutions  at  South  Boston,  at  an  expense  of 
$1200. 

Voles  of  thanks  to  commandants  at  the  United 
States  Navy  Yard  aiul  Foi-t  Warren  for  valuable  mili- 
tary services  rendered  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent 
fire. 

Order  for  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  making  it 
imperative  to  construct  fire-proof  floors  in  certain 
buildings.  Referred  to  the  Conimiltee  on  the  Survey, 
etc.,  of  Buildings. 

Orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  police  station 
house  on  city  land  on  Fourth  street,  between  K  and 
I  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost.of  $45,000;  and  for  a 
loan  therefor. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $(100  per  annum  for  rent  of 
armory  of  ('o.  B,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  in  hall 
577  Washington  street. 

Order  authorizing  a  transferor  not  exceeding  $3000 
from  Reserved  Fund  to  the  amount  authorized  for  a 
hose  house  at  corner  of  O  and  Fourth  streets,  South 
Boston. 

REPORTS   OP    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  John 
Mullay  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  assessment  in  New- 
man street,  South  Boston.     Accepted. 

Alderinah  Cutler,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department,  on  the  part  of  this  Board,  to  whom  was 
reteried  the  petition  of  Briggs  &  Shattnck  for  a 
license  to  keep  and  sell  petroleum,  etc.  at  No.  105 
Milk  sli'eet,  made  a  report  that  a  license  be  granted 
on  condition  that  the  petroleum  be  stored  in  the  cel- 
lar and  not  in  the  yard  of  said    premises.     Accepted. 

AUlerinan  Sayward,  from  tlie  Committee  wii  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows: 
•John  M.  I5ink(%  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  W.-iit's 
Hall,  June  20,  21;  J.  W.  Pickering,  to  exhibit  the 
"Fairy  Sisters"  at  170  Tremont  street,  from  June  13 
to  July  5;  Hugh  Ulakeney,  to  give  concerts  at  443 
Broadway;  J.  D.  K,  Willis,  as  an  auctioneer;  also  to 
twelve  newsboys  and  three  bootblacks;  to  sundry 
persons  as  victuallers  and  for  wagon  licenses,  anil 
for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayvvard,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  P.  J.  Ryan  for 
a  license  as  a  victualler  corner  of  Heacoii  street  and 
Weslern  avenue;  and  of  Morris  Jones  as  a  victualler 
No.  .50  Beach  street:  also  on  petition  of  Henry  Wal- 
ton, for  a  hack  stand  in  Lagrange  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health. 
rei)orted  in  favor  of  petitions  for  stables  as  follows: 
Blunchard  &  Snow,  to  add  sixteen  stalls  to  stable  on 
Kndicott  street,  corner  of  Stillman  street;  Wilcutt  & 
Grant,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on 
Bovvdoin  avenue  near-  Union  avenue;  'I'homas  Car- 
brey.  to  build  a  stal)le  of  wood  f(U'  ten  horses  at 
1482  TreuKuit  street;  Henry  McKlroy,  to  occuDy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Villa  court;  Edward 
Whiting,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  three  horses 
on  Tilestoii  avenue;  A.  D.  Gould,  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  Marcella  street,  between 
Centre  and  Highland  streets;  and  leave  to  withdr-aw, 
as  per  request,  on  petition  of  Stillman  VVilson  t»  oc- 
cupy a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Third  street, 
adjacent  to  No.  4;i3.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gaflield,  'lom  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  whom  were  referrc^d  the 
City  Treasurer's  accounts  of  the  Stoiighton  School 
and  Poor  Funds  ai.d  the  Gibson  School  Fund  for  the 
year  ending  April  ;-!0,  1873,  made^  a  report  Miat  they 
have  carefully  examined  the  several  accounts  and 
find  them  correct.     Accepted. 

Aldeniian  Brown,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Assessors'  Department,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  to  refund  certain  taxes  jiaid  by 
Jose])h  H.  Billings  and  another,  sjiecial  administra- 
tor, made  a  report  recommending  that  the  order  be 
passed  ill  a  new  draft,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  tc 
refund  lo  Jusiph  II.  Billings  and  William  Gaston,  ex- 
ecutors of  the  Kingsbury  estate,  the  sum  of  $109  05 
on  account  of  taxes  erroneously  assessed  upon  them 
in  1872;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  receipts  for 
taxes. 

The  order  was  passed. 
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Ald(;iTnan  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  tlie  Mercantile 
Savlnu:s  Institution  for  tlie  refunding  of  certain  taxes 
assessed  upon  the  property  of  said  inslitution  for  the 
year  1871,  made  a  rcport'recommendinK  the  passage 
of  tlie  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to  re- 
fund to  the  Mercantile  lustitution  for  Saviuss  the 
suuT  of  $550  (10,  on  account  of  taxes  erroneously  as- 
sessed upon  said  institution  in  1871;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  receipts  from  taxes. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Brown  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  1<\  Thayer 
that  the  tax  assessed  upon  Thayer  &  Brother  in  ]«(;7 
may  lie  abated,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the 
pet'itioner  have  leave  to  withdraw;  also  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Sidney  Fisher  for  an  aliatcment 
of  the  tax  assessed  upon  his  personal  estate  in  1872. 
Severally  accepted. 

REGULATIONS   RELATING    TO   FIRES. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following  order: 

Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  did  on  the 
IGth  day  of  April,  1873,  pass  an  act  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

"Section  1.  The  engineer  of  a  fire  department  in 
command  at  a  tire  shall,  to  tlie  exclusion  of  all  other 
perscms,  have  the  power  conferred  upon  firewards 
by  the  fourth  section  of  the  24th  chapter  of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes. 

Section  2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  only  in  those 
cities  in  which  it  is  accepted  by  the  City  Council, 
and  in  those  towns  in  which  it  is  accepted  by  the 
legal  voters": 

Now  therefore  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  above  recited  act  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  accepted  by  the  City -Council  of  the 
ell  v  of  Boston,  and  the  Committee  of  Ordinances  are 
hereby  instructed  to  report  an  ordinance  in  accord- 
ance therewith. 

Alderman  tjuincy  made  the  following  remarks  in 
explanation  of  the  order: 

.  The  General  Statutes  empower  three  firewards  or 
three  engineers  of  a  fire  department  to  direct  the 
demolition  of  buildings  as  they  shall  judge  nec'essary 
to  check  a  conllagration;  and  if  the  lire  is  thereby 
checked,  or  stops  short  of  the  building  destroyed, 
thi^  owner  is  entitled  to  compensalion. 

In  addition  to  this  statute  right,  which  protects 
both  the  officers  who  exercise  it  and  the  owner  of 
property  sacrificed,  there  is  the  common  law  right, 
which  in-otects  neither.  That  is,  any  citizen  may  de- 
stroy iiroi)erty  to  check  the  spread  of  a  fire,  but  if 
such  destruction  turns  oxt  to  have  been  nnnecess.a- 
ry,  he  is  answerable  in  damages,  and  if  necessary  and 
the  fire  is  thereby  checked,  yet  the  owner  has  no 
remedy. 

Now  the  power  which  the  statute  gives  to  a  major- 
ity of  those  persons  to  act  on  their  own  judgment  at 
a  crisis,  with  a  knowledge  that  the  owners'will  be 
saved  harmless,  should  be,  I  submit,  a  one-man 
power,  like  that  of  a  general  in  the  field.  The  ab- 
surdity of  calling  a  council  of  war  at  the  tnniing 
point  of  a  doubtful  battle  is  evident.  Now  the  only 
right  which  the  engineer  in  command  now  has  to  de- 
stroy property  is  the  comnnni-law  right  of  every  citi- 
zen, whirli  he  exercises  at  his  peril.  The  present  act 
proposes  lo  confer  on  him  alone  the  statute  authority 
by  which  his  judgment  will  be  protected  and  the 
jiroperty  owner  compensated  for  a  sacrifice.  The  act 
was  drawn  at  the  suggestion  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
and  if  it  commends  it^self  to  the  City  Council,  cer- 
tainly should  be  adopted  with  the  least  possible  do- 
lay. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  did  not  sufiiciently  under- 
stand the  character  of  the  order  to  enable  him  to  act 
at  this  time  upon  It,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  laid 
over. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department. 

SALE   op   FIRBWOllKS. 

Alderman  Gattield  ottered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the  Fire 
Department  be  requested  to  abstain  from  granting 
licenses  during  the  present  year  for  the  keciiing, 
storage  or  sale  of  fireworks  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  liaflield  asked  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  order  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  whether  many  licenses 
had  not  already  been  granted  which  would  be  effect- 
ed l)y  the  order. 

Alderman  Gafficld  replied  that  he  did  not'  know; 
yet  it  was  a  singular  and  absurd  arrangement  th;it 
the  licensing  of  the  sale  of  fireworks  was  intrusted 
to  the  same  parti(w  wlios(^  diir.y  it  was  toput  out  fires. 
We  had  had  fires  enough  already,  and  should  have  no 
more  by  the  helu  of  the  Engineer's  Department. 
Whether  any  licenses  have  been  granted  or  not,  there 


should  bo  no  more  licenses  granted  for  the  sale  of 
fireworks  by  the  Engineers  of  the  Fire  Department, 
and  the  expression  of  the  Board  would  prevent  fur- 
thei  action. 

Alcerman  Stebbins  was  of  opinion  that  it  should 
be  ascertained  whether  licenses  had  been  granted  be- 
fore passing  the  order. 

Alderman  Gaffield  believed  the  sale  of  fireworks 
should  be  stopped,  for  the  safety  of  the  city,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  great  fire  in  Portland  as  having  its  or- 
igin in  fire  crackers,  and  a  large  fire  in  Bast  Boston 
originated  in  the  same  way.  As  this  was  the  special 
time  for  the  sale  of  fireworks,  the  order  should  be 
passed  before  licenses  were  granted. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  use  of 
fireworks  in  the  city,  and  in  favor  of  all  measures 
designed  for  the  ijrevention  of  fires  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  a  large  amount  of  money  had  been  in- 
vested in  fireworks,  which  might  be  sold  to  go  into  the 
country,  and  he  would  not  stop  the  sale  for  such  pur- 
poses. The  prevention  of  the  use  of  fireworks  was 
absolutely  necessary  within  the  city  limits,  but  he 
would  not  prohibit  the  sale  for  use  outside  of  the 
city.  He  did  not  know  what  course  to  propose,  but 
believed  that  the  order  should  be  modified. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  suggestion  of  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  was  a  good  one,  for  there  were 
large  quanties  of  fireworks  which  were  purchased  to 
be  sent  off  to  small  towns.  If  a  prohibition  of  the 
entire  sale  was  made,  it  would  cut  off  a  large  trade, 
and  it  would  be  better  to  prohibit  the  use  of  fire- 
works in  the  city  than  to  attempt  to  cover  the  entire 
ground.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  interfere  with 
arrangements  made  to  sell  fireworks  to  be  sent  into 
the  country,  but  to  prevent  the  use  of  them  in  this 
city  would  be  doing  gooa  service.  He  hoped  the 
order  would  be  laid  over  for  the  time  being. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  had  just  learned  that 
sixty-five  licenses  had  already  been  granted  for  the 
sale  of  fireworks,  and  these  licenses  run  till  next 
May.  He  did  not  see  how,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  order  could  be  passed. 

Alderman  (Juincy  said  he  could  not  see  how  the 
storage  and  sale  of  such  fireworks  could  be  danger- 
ous, but  the  regulations  to  prevent  the  discharge  of 
them  could  not'be  too  stringent.  To  interfere  with 
the  trade  of  wholesale  dealers,  who  had  provided  for 
the  sale  of  fireworks,  would  be  too  much  like  inter- 
fering with  private  rights.  They  might  prevent  the 
discharge  of  fireworks  within  the  city  limits,  but  it 
was  not  desirable  to  prevent  the  sale  for  use  outside 
of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power  believed  it  would  be  better  to 
have  the  order  lie  over,  for  we  have  now  all  the  law 
that  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  fireworks 
in  the  city. 

Alderman  Clark  concurred  in  the  remarks  that  we 
have  law  enough  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  only 
necessary  to  have  it  enforced. 

Alderman  Gattield  said  it  appeared,  then,  that  for 
the  petty  sum  of  one  dollar  for  each,  the  Board  of  . 
Engineers  have  issued  65  licenses,  and  if  not  prevent- 
ed might  grant  ()()5,  giving  licenses  to  every  corner 
grocery,  and  already  thousaiulsof  fire  crackers  might 
he  in  the  hands  of  little  children.  If  it  was  believed 
there  was  no  danger  from  fire,  and  the  city  had  not 
already  been  sntficiently  baptized  with  fire,  then 
there  miaht  be  delay  in  preventing  the  further  sale 
of  fireworks. 

Alderman  Power  believed  the  law  against  the  use 
of  fireworks  in  the  city,  could  not  be  too  strictly  en- 
forced, yet  they  could  not  be  justified  in  stopping 
the  sale  of  fireworks,  when  thousands  of  dollars  had 
been  invested  in  the  business.  It  would  not  be  right 
to  stop  the  sale  by  such  persons  without  fair  notice. 

Alderman  Gaflleld  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table,  which  was  carried. 

Alderman  Gatfield  subsequently  offered  the  follow- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  instructed  to 
prosecute  all  persons  who  keep,  store  or  sell  fire- 
works in  the  city  of  Boston  without  a  license;  and 
also  to  |)rosecute  persons  who  discharge  fireworks, 
fire  crackers  or  other  explosive  substances  in  any 
public  street,  square,  lane  or  alley  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, without  a  license  so  to  do.    ■ 

Aldermen  Gattield  said  this  order  seemed  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown — 

Ordered,  That  a  committee,  with  such  as  the  Com- 
mon Council  may  join,  be  api)ointed  to  make  the 
annual  e.xamiiuition  of  the  bonds  of  the  several  city 
olfieers. 

Alderman  Brown  and  Bigelow  were  appointed  the 
committee. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Stcbbins— 
Ordered,  That  the  voting  Hsts  of  this  city  for 
ISTS-M  be  prepared  and  revised  under  the  direction 
of  the  City  Clerk,  who  is  authorized  to  employ  such 
additional  assistance  as  may  l)e  necessary,  the  ex- 
pense of  such  preparation  and  revision  to  !  e  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 
Alderman  Gibson  offered  the  following  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  City  Council  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  laying  water  pipes  from  the  Bcacou-IIill 
Keservoir  through  portions  of  Tremont,  VVashing- 
ton,  Devonshire  and  Congress  streets,  for  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  the  Fire  Department  in  the  extinguish- 
ment of  fires,  and  submit  therewith  estimates  of  the 
expense  of  laying  such  pipes. 

Alderman  (iibson  stated,  in  explanation  of  the 
above  order,  that  the  Beacon  Hill  Keservoir  was  135 
feet  higher  than  high-watermark,  and  by  laying  inoe- 
pendeut  lines  of  pipes  through  the  streets  indicated  it 
would  give  a  supply  of  water  on  all  that  business 
territory  exchisively,  which  would  throw  it  over  any 
buildings  from  irs  own  force.  When  the  Parker-IIill 
Reservoir  shall  be  completed  it  will  give  the  water  a 
pressure  of  its  own,  so  that  every  man  may  use  a 
pipe  from  his  own  door  to  force  the  water  to  the  top 
of  his  building.  We  shall  then  have  a  never-failing 
source  of  supply,  far  ahead  of  any  stream  which  can 
now  be  thrown  by  any  stjam  lire  engine.  This  sup- 
ply from  separate  pipes  will  give  more  water  and  an 
outside  power,  and  will  be  of  great  service  for  fires. 
Alderman  Gattield  inquired  if  there  would  be  room 
in  the  streets  for  another  line  of  water  pipes,  with" 
the  present  pipes,  gas  pipes,  sewers,  etc. 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  there  would  be  room 
enongh,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  City- 
Engineer  that  a  pipe  of  eight  inches  would  be  sutli- 
cient 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  not  sufficiently  posted 
on  the  subject  to  enable  him  to  vote  upon  it,  and 
hoped  it  would  be  laid  over,  for  it  would  undoubtedly 
involve  large  exi)enditures. 

Alderman  Gatheld  stated  that  it  was  simply  an  or- 
der of  inquiry,  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water. 

Alderman  Clark  withdrew  his  .objections,  and  the 
order  was  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  be,  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  organize  and  equip  a  horse  hose 
company  for  Hose  Carriage  No  12,  to  be  located  at 
South  Boston  l^oint;  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Joseph  G.  Russell 
$1700,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Milk  street;  also  that  tin  re  be  paid 
to  said  Russell  $4G.OOO,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Congress  street, 
upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  l)e  charged  to  the  Burnt 
District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  Minot,  .Jr., 
trustee,  $900,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  .^rch  street,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 
Ordered,  That  there  "be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  Hannah 
Allen  $5850,  for  land  taken  fio  the  widening  of  Sum- 
mer street,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  tcj  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Widening  Streels. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Charles  A.  Welch, 
trustee,  .fl-'iOO,  lor  laud  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Federal  street,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  D  istrict 
Loan. 


Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  President  and 
Fellows  oflHarvard  College  $43,050,  for  the  land  taken 
and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Ila/i'- 
ley  street;  also  to  pay  said  President  and  Fellows 
$20,850  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Arch  street,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions: to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That'  there  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Morse 
$4258,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Warren  street,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions; to  be  charged  to  the  apjjropriation  for  Widen- 
ing Warren  Street. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following  order; 

Whereas,  Certain  statements  and  reports  have  been 
made  in  the  pul)lic  i)ress  and  elsewhere  to  the  effect 
that  the  steam  engines,  hose  carriages,  firemen  and 
the  necessary  apparatus  of  the  Fire  Department  of 
this  city,  have  not  the  right  of  way  in  the  public 
streets  when  proceeding  in  answer  to  a  fire  alarm 
towards  the  locality  indicated  thereby ;  that  on  their 
arrival  at  thei]'  posts  at  the  scene  of  the  fire  they 
have  not  the  exclusive  right  to  the  streets  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity;  that  they  have  no  special  rights  to 
enable  them  to  protect  their  lines  of  hose  from  being 
run  over,  cut,  or  otherwise  rendered  unserviceable; 
and,  further,  that  in  none  of  these  cases  liave  the 
police  authorities  a  right  to  crrest  those  who  thus  in- 
terfere with  and  lessen  the  efficiency  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment; therefore,  belt 

Ordered,  'I'hat  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  inquire  of  the  City  Solicitor  what  the  laws  are 
bearing  on  the  following  subjects,  and  to  submit  the 
reply  to  this  Board: 

First,  Do  the  laws  now  in  force  grant  to  the  fire 
engines  and  their  necessary  accompaniments,  when 
hastening  to  a  fire,  the  right  of  way  through  the  pub- 
lic streets  (-f  this  city?  Is  this  right  absolute?  Or, 
if  not,  in  what  degree  is  it  restricted?  Moreover,  if 
this  right  exists,  is  there  any  penalty,  civil  or  crim- 
inal, to  which  those  shall  be  subjected  who,  through 
wilfulness  or  carelessness,  disregard  it? 

Secondly,  Is  theie  any  penalty  which  shall  be  in- 
curred by  those  who  itiegally  drive  private  vehicles 
over  lines  of  hose  laid  by  firemen  in  the  streets  for 
the  purpose  of  supjiressing  a  fire,  thereby  materially 
injuring  them? 

Thirdly,  In  case  of  a  fire,  what  right  or  authority 
has  the  representative  of  the  Fire  Department  of  this 
city  over  the  streets  in  its  immediate  vicinity? 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Stre.et  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  notify  the  State  Commissioners  of 
Public  Lands  that  the  city  is  reaay  to  accept  the  con- 
veyance of  Berkeley  street,  eighty  feet  in  vifidth,  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  act  approved  June 
9,  1873. 

Alderman  Clark  stated,  in  offering  the  order,  that 
he  had  jnst  received  information  of  the  signing  by  the 
Governor  of  the  act  to  convey  Berkeley  street  to  the 
city,  and  he  wished  to  show  the  Legislauire  the  wil- 
lingness with  which  they  would  accept  the  street 
when  it  was  what  they  asked  for. 

OKDEK  OP   NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Patterson  &  Lavender,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  their  fac- 
tory on  Burke  street.  Hearing  Mondav,  June  30,  4 
P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Lex- 
ington street,  between  Prescott  and  Eagle  streets. 
Hearing  Monday  next,  June  16,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 


COMMON       OOXJNOIL. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Oouncil, 

JUNK    13,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  lickl  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPBUS   FJIOM   THE   BOAJ5I)   OF   ALDKKMEN. 

The  petitions  of  William  Evans  and  otliers  and  of 
Stetson  &  Pope  and  otliers,  wore  severally  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  June  7  (.City  Doc. 
No.  82.  1873),  and  annual  report  of  City  Registrar 
(City  Doc.  73,  1873),  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
placed  im  tile. 

The  reference  to  Committee  on  Streets  of  a  resolve 
and  order  from  Street  Commissioners,  for  widening 
of  Pearl  street,  near  Milk  street,  was  concurred  in. 

'i'he  reference  to  Committee  on  Fire  DeparUiient  of 
the  mes.sage  from  Mayor,  transmitting  a  communica- 
tion on  the  necessity  of  greater  efticieucy  of  the  Fire 
Department  from  the  representatives  of  various  in- 
surance companies  which  sustained  losses  from  the 
fire  of  SOtfi  nit.  being  under  consideration— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  reference  to  Committee  on  Fire  Department  of 
a  pr(^amble  and  order  for  the  acceptance  of  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  1873,  giving  the  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department  the  power  conferred  upon  firewards 
by  the  fourth  section  of  the  24th  chapter  .of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes;  and  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
report  an  ordinancejin  accordance  therewith,  was  con- 
curred in. 
The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 
Order  authorizing  a  horse  hose  company  to  be 
est.'iblished  for  Hose  Carriage  No.  12,  at  South  Boston 
Point. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Treasurer  to  refund  to 
the  Mercantile  Institution  for  Savings  $550  GO,  on 
account  of  taxes  erroneously  assessed  on  said  insti- 
tution in  1871. 

Report  and  order,  in  a  new  draft,  to  refund  certain 
taxes  paid  by  Joseph  IJ.  Billings  e/.  al. 

Report,  resolve  and  order  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  that  Broad- street  should  be  widened 
to  100  feet  from  Atlantic  avenne  to  Summer  street,  at 
an  adjudged  expense  of  .$780,887  25.  (City  Doc.  No, 
67,  1873.)    . 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  1()  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rales  for  the  passage  of  the  last  mentioned  order  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10  wished  for  the  reason  for  a 
passage  of  1  he  order  now,  believing  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  immediate  action. 

Mr.  Burt  replied  that  the  necessity  for  this  was  as 
in  other  cases  to  give  parties  interested  their  lines  so 
that  they  may  build. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  V/ard  5  opposed  immediate  action, 
believing  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  liaste,  and 
that  the  rules  should  be  complied  with  in  laying  the 
matter  over,  so  that  if  any  one  should  be  opposed 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 
The  motion  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  was  lost. 
The  order  for  a  joint  committee  to  make  the  annual 
examination  of  bonds  of  city  ollicers  was  passed,  in 
concurrence,  and  Messrs.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  Dar- 
row  of  Ward  9,  and  Holmes  of  Ward  6  were  joined  to 
the  committee. 

The  order  requesting  the  Water  Board  to  report  on 
expediimcy  of  laying  water  pipes  from  Beacon-Hill 
Reservoir  through  portions  of  Tremout,  Washington, 
Devonshire  and  Congress  streets,  for  exclusive  use 
of  Fire  Department,  and  submit  therewith  estimates 
of    the  expense,  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12  submitted  a  substitute,  which 
was  adopted,  and  tlie  order,  as  amended,  was  passed, 
as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  to  the  City  Council  as 
soon  as  possible  what  alterations  in  and  addition  to 
the  present  system  of  water  pipes  and  hydrants  will 
be  required  to  render  them  of  such  capacity  as  will 
afford  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  all  necessary 
purposes^  to  include  the  number  and  kind  of  hy- 
drants, size  and  quantity  of  pipes,  and  cost,  includ- 
ing expenses  of  laying  the  same;  first,  for  the  city 
proper;  second,  for  South  and  East  Bost(m;  third,  for 
Jloxbury  and  Dorchester;  also  what  portions  of  the 
work  could  be  completed  during  the  prosent  year, 
and  whether  any  additional  appropriation  for  the 
.  same  will  be  needed. 


Reports,  leave  to  withdraw,  were  accepted  in  con' 
currence,  as  follows: 

Of  Sydney  Fisher,  for  abatement  of  tax  of  1872. 

Of  Edward  F.  Thayer  &  Brother,  for  abatement  of 
tax  of  1807. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, that  they  have  examined  the  Stougliton  School 
and  Poor  Funds  and  tlie  Gibson  School  Fund,  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1873,  and  find  the  same  correct, 
was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

The  order  requesting  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers to  notify  State  Commissioners  that  the  city  is 
ready  to  accept  the  conveyance  of  Berlceley  street, 
eighty  feet  in  width,  in  accordance  with  terms  of  act 
of  June  9,  1873,  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  authoiizing  a  contract  to  be  loade  for  water- 
ing streets  around  the  public  grounds,  at  a  cost  not 
to  exceed  $1000. 

Order  authorizing  a  clock  to  be  placed  in  tower  of 
Ticknor  Schoolhouse,   at  a  cost  not  to  exeed  $1000. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  and  pay  to  Henry  Doher- 
ty  $7<lt)  98,  for  loss  on  account  of  settling  of  earth  de- 
posited <m  Madison  square. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  4800  feet  of  land  to  be 
purchas(!d  on  corner  of  Longwood  aud  Boookline 
avenues,  at  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  square  foot, 
anr  the  erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house,  at  an 
estimated  cost,  for  land  and  building,  of  $28,000;  and 
for  a  loan  therefor. 

Request  and  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  $.5100 
from  Reserved  Fnnd  to  ajipropriation  for  Widening 
Federal-street  Bridge.  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  80, 
187'3.) 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  execute,  in  behalf 
of  the  city,  an  indenture  as  annexed  to  said  order, 
with  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  olJier 
parties  named  therein,  concerning  the  occupation  of 
South  Boston  Flats.  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  71, 
187'3.) 

MUSIC  ON  THE   COMMON,  ETC. 

The  order  for  a  joint  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
arrange  for  music  on  the  Common  and  in  other  jiarts 
of  tlie  city,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $:i000,  specially 
assigned  to  8>^  o'clock,  was  taken  up  and  passed, 
Mr.  Bicknell  only  voting  in  the  negative. 

Messrs.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  Burditt  of  Ward  16, 
Prescott  of  Ward  9,  Bowles  of  Ward  12,  and  Board- 
man  of  Ward  14  were  appointed  the  committee. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  KEPBRRED. 

Mary  A.  Winn,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Temple  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Joseph  Bird,  to  be  allowed  to  present  to  the  City 
Council  his  plan  for  preserving  property  by  putting 
out  fires.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Michael  Scanlan,  that  further  time  be  granted  him 
in  building  on  land  purchased  of  the  city  of  Boston 
on  Fourth  street  in  1871.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

L.  Felch,  to  be  allowed  to  put  up  a  wooden  build- 
ing larger  than  allowea  by  the  ordinance.  Ifeferred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

COST   OF   WIDENING   AND   EXTENDING    WATER  STREET. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Street  Commissioners: 

Boston,  Juno  12,  1873. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Street  Com- 
missioners, in  reference  to  your  order  of  May  26, 
would  state  their  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening 
Water  street,  from  Congress  to  Broad  street,  to  fifty 
feet,  and  extending  it  ttience  to  Atlantic  avenue,  to 
be  $;^92,6.50. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

report   of   directors   of  east   boston   FERRIES. 

The  third  annual  report  of  the  directors  of  the  East 
Boston  ferries  states  that  the  boats  Jolin  Adams, 
Daniel  Webster,  Ben  Franklin,  Lincoln  and  General 
Grant  are  in  good  repair  and  condition.  On  examina- 
tion, the  Jefferson  was  found  wanting  so  many  re- 
pairs that  the  directors  considered  it  inexpedient  to 
repair  her,  and  shall  ask  permission  of  y<nu'  honora- 
ble bodies  to  sell  said  boat  as  soon  as  the  new  boat 
now  in  progress  is  completed;  when  we  trust  we 
shall  have  all  tlie  boats  required  for  the  present,  with 
ordinary  repairs. 

The  buildings,  drops  and  slijis  arc  in  very  good 
repair  and  condition;  the  new  drops  and  slips,  which 
have  been  delayed  so  much  in  consequence  of  the 
extremely  hard  winter  jnstpassejl,  will  soon  be  com- 
pleted. 
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We  are  pleased  to  say  that  while  there  have  passed 
over  the  ferries  during  the  last  year  between  six  and 
seven  million  persons  (as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
schedule),  but  one  life  has  been  lost,  and  that  one  by 
no  negligence  or  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  any  of 
the  employes. 

On  the  first  day  of  April  last  the  Metropolitan 
Horse  Kailroad  Company  commenced  running  their 
cars  to  the  ferries  to  connect  with  the  boats  at  the 
north  ferry,  both  on  Boston  and  East  Boston  sides, 
instead  of  crossing  the  ferries  with  their  cars,  as  they 
had  been  doing  previous  to  April  1,  which  gives  good 
satisfaction,  as  under  the  new  arrangement  they  run 
a  car  every  seven  instead  of  every  fifteen  minutes. 

The  annexed  exhibit  shows  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1873. 

Amount  of  Tolls  fm'  the  year  endinq  Ajnil  30, 1873. 

422,540  1-horse  teams @  10c  $42,254  00 

171,294  2        "        "       20c  »4,258  80 

5,109  3       "        "      25c  1,277  25 

10,252  4        "        "       33c  3,383  16 

16,727  2       "    carriages 15c  2,509  05 

6  4       "           "         25c  1  50 

18,184  5cto!ls 909.20 

81  1-liorse  drags  and  long  loads...  20c  16  20 

123  2-horsc         "                  "           ...  20c  24  60 

227  3      "               "                   "            ...  30c  68  10 

505  4      "               "                   "            ...  88c  191  90 

2  5"               "                 .  "            ...  43c  86 

25  4     "     caravans 50c  12  50 

16      "           "         60c  60 

$84,907  72 

2,604,000  foot  passes @IMc  $39,060  00 

580,381    Metropolitan    R.    E. 

pass'rs  (11  mos.) Ic         5,803  81 

3,471,619  foot  passengers 2c        69,432  38 

108,744  outstanding  ft.  passes     114C      1,63116 
Sundry  "       team  tickets  658  85 

116,580  20 

Total $201,493  92 

Expeiues  for  one  year,  ending  April  30,  1873. 

Wages  and. salaries $85,028  11 

Expense  account 28,730  42 

Kopairs  of  boats 22,450  87 

Repairs  of  landings 8,698  33 

Fuel  account 50,026  58 

$194,931  31 

New  drop  account 51,797  34 

$246,731  65 
Expense  account  inchuics— 

Gas  bills $4,532.37 

Rent,  Sargent's  wharf 4,000  00 

"Water  rates 5,246  21 

Carting  and  wheeling  coal,    3.125  61 

Tallow,  oil  and  other  sup- 
plies    11,826  23  . 

$28,730  42 

Received  for  ferriages.  North  ferry,  $71,713  12 
Soutli   ferry,  129,780  80 

$201,493  93 

Received  tor  rents 1 ,24't  (iT 

"  old  materials 698  70 

Total  receipts  for  year $203,437  29 

Cash  on  hand.  May  1, 1872 6,189  44 

$209,626  73 

Paid  F.  U.  Tracy,  Treasurer $205,000  00 

Cash  on  hand.  May  1 ,  1873 4,626  73 

$209,626  73 

Receipts  for  13  mos.,  end- 
ing April  30. 1871 $177,912  56-Dally  av $450  41 

Receipts  for  12  mos.,  end- 
ing April  30, 1872 185,962  50— Dally  av 509  48 

Receipts  for  12  mos.,  end 
ing  April  30, 1873 201,493  92— Daily  av 552  03 

Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

ORDERS   RELATING  TO   THE   TIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  IB- 
Ordered,  That  live  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  .join,  be 
appointed  a  joint  special  committee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  Fire  Board,   and  upon 
such  other  matters  connected  therewith  as  may  come 
before  them. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5  offered  the  following  order; 
Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  to  consist 
of  five  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  to  consider  such  other  matters  relating 
thcreto_as  may  properly  come  before  them,  and  re- 
port upon  the  same. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  order  was  substantially 
the  same  as  that  already  passed,  but  he  would  put 
the  question  upon  it. 

The  order  was  ]iasged,  when  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 
moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  first  order. 


Considerable  debate  ensued  upon  this  question, 
Mr.  West  contending  that  the  whole  subject  in  issue 
was  embraced  in  the  terms  of  his  order,  while  Mr. 
Shaw  urged  that  his  order  was  much  more  compre- 
hensive in  its  character,  covering  grounds  for  the 
entire  reorganization  of  the  department,  which  was 
what  the  whole  community  demanded. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  inquired  if  the  orders 
were  not  the  same,  and  whether  it  was  necessary  that 
two  committees  should  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
same  subject. 

The  Chair  stated  that  he  should  appoint  but  one 
committee  on  the  subject,  for  the  orders  were  nearly 
the  same. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  this  subject  was  before 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  suggested  that  the 
order  should  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  when  Mr. 
Blackmar  moved  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee 
on.Ordinances. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  stated  that  the  committee 
might  report  back  the  result  of  their  consideration  of 
the  subject  and  then  it  could  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Flynn  wished  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  on  the 
question  whether  an  order  contemplating  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  could  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  language  of  the  order 
would  not  avail  anything. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "joint  special  committee,"  and  refer  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Oidinances. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  believed  the  language  of  the 
order  immaterial,  for  it  could  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  they  might  report  its  reference  to  a 
special  committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  order. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  question  would  be  on  its 
reference  to  a  committee  before  indefinite  Dostpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  order  be  laid  on  the 
table,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Blackmar  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  order  of  Mr.  Shaw  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Flynn  hoped  the  order  would  not  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Bowles  of  Ward  12  stated  that  the  order  con- 
templates a  special  thing,  a  reorganization  of  the 
Fire  Department,  which  was  the  question  before  the 
community. 

Mr.  Dean  stated  that  substantially  this  and  other 
matters  were  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
otherwise  any  other  committee  might  properly  con- 
sider it.  It  was  objectionable  that  two  committees 
should  bo  lequired  to  consider  and  act  upon  the 
same  subject.  All  the  matters  repoited  by  the  Fire 
Commissioners  and  relating  to  the  Fire  Department 
had  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  it  may  become  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  re- 
port an  ordinance  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  would  admit  that  mnch  of  what 
was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was  cor- 
rect, yet  two  months  had  passed  since  the  matters 
alluded  to  had  been  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on 
Ordinances,  and  during  that  time,  and  while  nothing 
had  been  done,  another  conflagration  had  occurred, 
and  the  whole  community  demanded  that  something 
should  be  done  to  enable  them  to  put  confidence  in 
the  Fire  Departm(!nt.  What,  he  asked,  had  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  to  do  with  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment? By  a  communication  in  the  Daily  Advertiser 
of  today,  it  appeared  that  a  convention  was  about  to 
be  held  in  New  York  in  regard  to  insurance  in  Bos- 
ton, and  it  was  proposed  to  withdraw  all;  risks 
unless  the  BMre  Department  should  be  placed  in  a 
position  in  which  confidence  in  it  should  be  restored. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  well  to  con- 
sider what  gr(mnd  they  were  standing  on.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  might  be  a  good  lawyer,  but  he 
could  not  put  out  a  fire  better  than  he  could.  This 
joint  committee  might  consider  it  their  duty  to  re- 
port a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  it  woulu  be  submitted  to  them  as  a  matter  of 
course.  The  feeling  on  this  subject  is  deep  seated, 
and  the  matter  should  go  to  a  committee,  and  it 
should  be  public  and  not  private,  and  a  public  hear- 
ing should  be  given,  so  that  every  man,  woman  and 
child  should  be  allowed  to  say  what  he  or  she  has  to 
say.  The  examination  should  be  made  without  ref- 
erence to  the  fear  or  favor  of  the  Chief -Engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  and  should  bring  to  light  all 
the  facts  with  reference  to  the  past  fires  aiid  the 
means  with  reference  to  the  prevention  of  fires  in 
the  future,  or  for  a  reorganization  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  he  agreed  with  the  geh- 
tlcman  from  Ward  5  in  some  things,  but  he  did  not 
in  regard  to  what  the  Advertiser  or  underwriters  say. 
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lie  would  like  to  know  who  paid  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment, the  people  or  the  underwriters?  He 
looked  upon  the  insurance  officers  as  but  policy 
dealers,  and  he  as  well  as  others  had  lost  money  by 
the  late  tires,  in  tlie  increased  rates  of  insurance. 
The  more  insurance  companies  the  more  fires  tiiere 
were,  in  his  belief.  He  did  not  believe  in  more 
boards,  for  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  aecess  to 
the  newly  created  Board  of  Health,  and  he  feared  a 
fire  board  would  be  more  difficult  to  approach.  .  It 
was  not  the  Fire  Department  either  that  was  in  ifaiilt, 
but  the  obstructions  to  their  operations,  the  liind  of 
buildings  put  up,  supply  of  water,  etc.,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
which  had  been  passed,  covered  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  said  there  was  little  use 
in  dwelling  on  this  matter  as  had  been  so  eloquently 
done  by  the  gentleman  from  Wai'd  5,  for  on  this 
subject  there  was  no  disagreement,  and  every  one  in 
the  community  believed  that  something  must  be 
done.  The  only  question  was — what  is  the  best  step 
to  take?  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  states  that 
the  whole  subject  is  before  his  committee,  and  it 
must  be  agreed  that  tliere  could  not  be  a  better  com- 
mittee. It  is  desirable  to  prevent  a  conflict  in  action, 
and  as  the  matter  must  go  to  tlie  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances at  some  time,  it  would  be  as  well  to  have  it  go 
to  them  at  once. 

Mr.  West  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Shaw  in  re- 
lation to  underwriters,  that  so  far  from  their  being 
applicable  to  Boston  alone,  he  had  it  from  those  who 
knew,  that  tlie  question  under  consideration  by  un- 
derwriters was  the  withdrawal  of  some  of  their  risks 
from  all  large  cities. 

Mr.  Shaw  regretted  to  be  compelled  to  speak  again, 
and  in  doing  so  he  said  they  were  not  there  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  men,  for  every  member  was  a  peer  of 
any  other  member.  If  the  Council  chose  to  dodge 
the  responsibility  relating  to  this  matter  by  refusing 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  then  they  might  do 
so,  and  he  would  have  his  record  made.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  IG  had  denied  that  the  convention 
proposed  of  underwriters  had  reference  tolpolicies  in 
Boston,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  Council  he  would 
read  the  article  in  the  Advertiser. 

Mr.  Shaw  read  the  article  in  question,  and  there 
was  no  reference  in  it,  he  said,  to  otlier  cities.  The 
proposed  withdrawal  of  policies  was  on  the  ground 
of  the  incompetency  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the 
parties  represented  in  the  proposed  convention  were 
connected  with  home  and  foreign  insurance  compa- 
nies. Besides  this,  there  had  lieen  a  meeting  in  State 
street  today,  having  reference  to  this  same  subject, 
and  the  protestations  of  underwriters  liave  come  up, 
and  will  continue  to  come  up,  showing  a  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Mahaii  of  Ward  !y  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  he  had  no  pride  as  to  liav- 
ing  this  matter  submitted  to  them,  and  in  fact  would 
prefer  to  have  it  referred  to  a  special  committee. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  S  had  stated  the  facts  in 
the  ease,  and  he  assured  his  colleague  that  the  Daily 
Advertiser  did  not  control  him,  much  less  the  under- 
writers. The  question  was  not  here  as  one  for  tlie 
benefit  of  insurance  companies  and  underwriters,  for 
they  can  take  care  of  themselves  and  rob  the  public. 
Neither  did  he  believe  that  the  matter  was  here  be- 
caus*j  of  any  cry  against  the  Fire  Department,  for  lie 
believed  the  city  of  Boston  had  one  of  the  best  fire 
departments  in  the  country,  and  the  man  who  had 
said  otherwise  two  years  ago  would  have  been  laughed 
at.  - 

He  repeated  that  there  was  no  better  fire  depart- 
ment in  any  city  in  the  country.  Let  the  insurance 
offices  abandon  their  policies  and  give  up  their  offices 
and  others  will  flock  in  and  there  will  be  more  com- 
petition than  ever.  The  fact  that  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  the  Legislature  have  taken  action  on  the 
subject  of  fires,  and  better  buildings  are  put  up,  all 
will  induce  them  to  come  in  here.  The  question  of 
abandoning  policies  was  all  nonsense,  and  the  ques- 
tion to  be  considered  was,  shall  the  motion  to  adopt 
the  order  be  reconsidered.  Both  orders  were  passed 
and  one  had  been  reconsidered,— now  shall  the 
other  be?  Aside  from  the  matter  of  courtesy  to  the 
ilommitteeon  Ordinances,  which  has  the  subject  un- 
der consideration,  is  it  an  object  to  refer  tlie  ques- 
tion to  another  committee? 

Mr.  West,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Shaw,  said  he  got  his  in- 
formation in  what  he  stated  from  the  agents  of  un- 
derwriters, while  that  gentleman  got  his  from  a  com- 
munication in  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  (i  move<l  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  sustained;  when  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  11  to  3,5. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  committee  under  the 
order,  Messrs.  W(^st  of  Ward  1(1,  Shaw  of  Ward  .5, 
Dean  of  Ward  12,  Denny  of  Ward  0,  and  Powers  of 
Ward  4. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  consider  the  expe- 
diency, and  report  the  cost,  of  building  five  reser- 
voirs at  the  intersection  of  streets,  under  the  side- 
walks, to  contain  about  two  tliousand  gallons  each ; 
the  same  to  connect  with  a  four-inch  pipe  from  the 
street  main. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following  or- 
ders: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  approved  June  6,  1873, 
requesting  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  to 
investigate  the  cause  of  the  fire  of  the  30th  ult,  be 
and  the  same  is  Irereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
five  members  of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  cause  of  said  fire  and  tlie  causes  of 
the  subsequent  fires  which  have  occurred  in  this  city 
and  the  efforts  made  to  suppress  them,  and  repert 
the  result  of  their  investigation  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  moved  that  the  orders  be  laid 
on  the  table.    Rejected. 

Mr.  Flynn  called  for  a  division  of  the  orders,  and 
hoped  the  Council  would  be  consistent  in  their  ac- 
tion, and  if  so,  the  first  order  should  be  passed,  when 
the  other  could  be  referred  to  the  same  committee 
which  had  been  appointed.  There  could  be  no  harm 
in  rescinding  the  order. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  hoped  the  order  would 
be  passed,  for  there  appeared  to  be  an  outside  feeling 
tliat  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  was  disposed 
to  whitewash  everything  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment. Yet  he  would  say  that  it  was  not  so,  and  that 
Captain  Damrcll  did  not  wish  that  any  whitewashing 
should  be  done,  but  that  the  fullest  investigation 
should  take  place. 

Mr.  Whiston  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  part  of 
the  order. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  last  order  was  not  under 
consideration. 

The  first  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whiston  said  he  would  withdraw  th^  other  or- 
der. 

The  Chair  stated  that  it  was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  its  refcirence  to  the 
special  committee  which  had  been  appointed. 

Mr.  Flynn  inquired  if  the  subject  matter  was  not 
the  same. 

The  Chair  stated  that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Jones  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  appoint  a 
new  committee,  which  the  order  required. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  tne  order  on  the  table, 
which  was  carried 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  having  received  the 
accompanying  request  from  the  Chief-Engineer  and 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, namely,  to  inake  such  additions  to  the  house 
of  Engine  Company  No.  Hi  as  are  necessary  to  ac- 
commodate Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  G,  made 
a  report,  as  follows: 

They  have  had  plans  prepared  which  have  the  ap- 
liroval  of  the  Chief-Engineer,  and  received  estimates 
for  the  performance  of  the  work,  the  cost  of  which, 
as  per  estimates  received,  will  amount  to  $18,000. 

The  committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders,  from  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
posed addition  furnishes  accommodations  for  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  No.  G,  now  without  shelter, 
and  room  for  a  horse  hose  carriage  besides: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  "on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  build  such  an  additi<ni  as  may  be 
necessary  to  the  house  occupied  by  Engine  No.  IG  to 
accommodate  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  G,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $18,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  fnmi  the  Reserved  Fnnd  the  sum  of 
$18,000;  the  same  to  be  applied  for  building  the  addi- 
tion to  Engine  House  No.  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  orders  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward!),  from  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  resiiect- 
ing  the  procuring  of  plans  and  estimates  for  a  city 
stable  on  land  belonging  to  the  city  situated  on  High- 
land street,  with  an  order  for  the  construction  of  said 
stable  at  a  cost  of  ,$8,5,000,  after  giving  the  subject  a 
careful  consideration,  submitted  the  following  state- 
ment: 

The  stable  on  Highland  street  used  by  the  Health 
and  Paving  departments  attlu!  present  time,  is  a  one 
and  one-half  story  building,  about  si.xty-five  feet  long 
by  thirty-five  feet  wide,  containing  thirty-six  stalls, 
ail  of  which  are  occupied  at  the  jiresent"  lime.  The 
building  is  of  wood  and  an  old   structure,  wholly  in- 
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adequate  for  the  present  requirements  of  the  High- 
land District.  Enlarged  accommodations  and  more 
teams  should  at  once  be  supplied,  in  order  that  the 
work  required  may  be  performed. 

It  is  proposed  to  erect  a  new  brick  stable  on  the 
present  site,  two  stories  high,  195  feet  deep  and  61 
feet  front,  to  contain. therein  sixty  stalls.  With  this 
accommodation  there"will  be  ample  room  to  meet  the 
demands  for  some  years. 

The  committee  would  therefore  recommend  a  con- 
currence in  the  report  and  order  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  being 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order- 
Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  inquired  if  the  stable  was  de- 
signed for  any  other  purpose. 

Mr.  Denny  replied  that  it  was  entirely  for  the  use 
of  the  Paving  and  Health  departments,  for  which  it 
was  much  needed.  It  was  a  matter  before  a  previous 
government,  and  came  to  this  City  Council  as  a  part 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  table,  which  was  carried. 
Adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    16,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alcler- 
meii  was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Mayor 
Pierce  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS    MADE   AND   CONFIRMED. 

Special  police  officers  without  pay— John  A.  Ha- 
ven, Edward  A.White,  Thomas  Gogin,  Charles  R.  Mc- 
Lean, James  W.  Allen. 

Orlando  D.  Cook,  at  Federal-street  Bridge;  Albert 
Smith,  for  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  RaiU'oad;  Pat- 
rick Feeley,  Bryan  Conley,  for  Glendon  wharf  and  its 
vicinity;  John  K.  Carlton,  for  Carlton's  wharf  and  its 
vicinity;  William  H.  Tebbetts,  for  West  Boston 
Bridge;  Arthur  Dakin,  for  Boylston  Market. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

H.  B.  Bowen  and  others,  that  Broadway,  between 
Dorchester  and  I  streets,  be  repaved. 

John  O'Donnell,  that  cdgestones  be  set  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Saratoga  and  Chelsea  streets. 

M.  T.  &  W.  Glynn  and  others,  that  the  sidewalks 
on  Gates  street  may  be  laid. 

Edmund  Gage,  for  sidewalks  on  Myrtle  street, 
Ward  16. 

D.  N.  Skillingg  and  others,  for  plank  sidewalks  on 
Beacon  street,  from  Gloucester  to  Parker  street,  on 
the  northerly  side. 

Benjamin  Franklin  and  others,  for  revocation  of 
location  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on 
.  Dearborn  street. 

Nathan  Cnshing  and  others,  that  the  sidewalks  in 
Ash  street  be  put  in  order. 

Severally  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

John  P.  Squire  and  ethers,  for  a  sewer  in  Jenkins 
street. 

G.  J.  Roberts  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Tudor 
street,  between  D  and  E  streets. 

Hannah  M.  Browne,  for  a  sewer  in  Western  avenue, 
near  Park  street. 

John  A.  Medbury,  for  a  sewer  in  F  street,  from 
Second  to  Bolton  street. 

Board  of  Health,  that  a  sluiceway  be  constructed  in 
Albany  street,  between  Dover  and  Maiden  streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

John  G.  Hodgdon,  for  a  wagon  stand  on  Tremont 
street,  near  the  Chapel  Burial  Ground. 

William  C.  McCarthy,  for  renewal  of  wagon  stand 
on  Tremont  street,  at  Chapel  Bnrial  Ground. 

Severally  referred  to  the  C'ommittee  on  Licenses. 

D.  W.  Parment.er,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable  for 
three  horses  on  Condor  street. 

J.  F.  Hooper,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Buttonwood  court. 

John  D.  Campbell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  in  the  rear  of  Putnam  street. 
Ward  1. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Phineas  B.  Smith,  for  leave  tojjmake  a  wooden  addi- 
tion to  his  house.  No.  .30  Marcella  street,  beycmd  the 
legal  limits. 

W.  G.  Preston  and  others,  architects,  that  the 
several  building  acts  and  ordinances  may  be  codified. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

M.  J.  Flatley,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  East  Newton  street. 

E.  &  R,  W.  Sears,  for  reimbursement  of  a  portion 
of  rent  for  City  Hospital  wharf. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Augustus  Stevens,  that  the  city  would  pay  a  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  watering  Maverick  and  Central 
square.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

Jelfrey  Richardson  and  others,  for  a  hearing  on 
Columbus-avenue  extension.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metropol- 
itan Railroad  Company,  accepting  the  location  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  granted  on  the  19th  May,  in 
Shawmut  avenue,  from  ClilV  street  to  Bartlett  street, 
for  a  single  track  in  Bartlett  street,  and  in  Shawmut 
street,  opposite  the  foot  of  St.  James  street.  Or- 
dered to  be  placed  on  flle. 

COMMUNICATION    FROM   THE   GRAND   .JURY. 

The  Grand  Jury  of  Suffolk  County,  having  duly 
served  their  term  and  performed  the  duties  required 


of  them,  think  it  well  before  separating  to  make  sev- 
eral recommendations  w  your  honorable  body. 

Tbey  respectfully  recommend  that  accommoda- 
tions lor  Tramps  or  casual  homeless  people  be  pro- 
vided in  connection  witJi  the  police  stations,  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  quarters  assigned  persons  ar- 
rested for  crime;  that  female  prisoners  be  not  trans- 
ported in  the  same  vans  with  male  prisoners;  that 
freedom  of  conscience  of  all  inmates  of  institutions 
under  management  or  control  of  the  city,  be  duly 
respected  and  religious  services  and  practices,  under 
proper  regulations,  but  of  a  nature  best  calculated  to 
influence  and  reform  them,  be  provided  or  permitted 
there. 

John  A.  Haven, 
Horace  B.  Fuller, 
Samuel  Tuckbrman, 

Commiutee  of  Grand  Jury. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions. 

HEARING   ON  ORDER   OP   NOTICE. 

The  hearing  on  the  order  of  notice  on  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  Sewer  in  Lexington  street,  between 
Prescott  and  Eagle  streets,  was  taken  up.  No  person 
appeared  in  relation  thereto,  and  the  report  was  re- 
committed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Alpine  street,  at  its 
westerly  end. 

Order  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Fruit  street,  from 
North  Grove  street  to  Blossom  street. 

Order  to  pave  Eighth  street,  between  E  and  Dor- 
chester streets,  with  granite  blocks,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $9000. 

Order  to  postpone  the  collection  of  an  assessment 
on  heirs  of  James  McMahon,  for  a  sewer  in  Eighth 
street. 

Order  to  riiit  for  distribution  ten  thousand  copies 
of  the  acts  to  annex  Brighton,  Brookline,  Charles- 
town  and  West  Roxbury  to  this  city. 

PAPERS   PROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Joseph  Bird,  L.  Petsch,  Michael 
Scanlan  and  Mary  A.  Winn  were  severally  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

The  third  annual  report  of  the  Directors  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries  (City  Doc.  No.  81)  was  ordered  to 
be  placed  on  file. 

Report  from  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  that 
the  estimated  expense  of  widening  and  extending 
Water  street  to  Atlantic  avenue  is  1892,650,  was  re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  order  to  appoint  a  joint  special  committee  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  Fire  De- 
partment in  this  city  was  concurred  in,  and  Alder- 
men Quincy,  Power  and  Bigelow  were  joined  to  the 
committeee. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in 
concurrence: 

Order  to  rescind  order  of  June  6,  appointing  the 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  to  investigate  the 
cause  and  management  of  the  recent  fire. 

Order  for  Water  Board  to  report  on  the  expediency 
and  cost  of  building  reservoirs,  to  hold  2000  gallons 
each,  at  the  intersection  of  streets,  and  to  connect 
the  same  with  water  pipes. 

The  following  order  was  considered: 

Order  requesting  the  Water  Board  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  laying  water  pipes  from  Beacon-Hill 
Reservoir  through  portions  of  Tremont,  Washington, 
Devonshire  and  Congress  streets,  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  submit  therewith 
estimates  of  the  expense,  came  up  amended  so  as  to 
require  said  hoard  to  report  what  improvements  can 
he  made  in  the  system  of  supply  pipes  and  hydrants 
to  insure  the  delivery  of  wattr  sufficient  to  extin- 
guish fires;  and  to  report  cost  of  same  for  city 
proper.  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  offered  the  original  order, 
not  thinking  it  would  lead  to  such  a  range  as  was  con- 
templated by  the  substitute  order,  which  would  require 
much  more  expense  than  the  taxpayers  might  be  will- 
ing to  pay  for.  Under  the  order  ottered  by  him,  as 
he  suggested,  an  engine  would  be  provided  at  every 
man's  door,  with  power  sufficient  to  threw  water  135 
feet,  over  any  building.  He  was  not  particularly 
opposed  to  the  substitute,  yet  he  did  not  believe  the 
taxpayers  would  be  willing  to  incur  the  great  expense 
of  relaying  all  the  pipes. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  that  what  they  all  desire  is 
to  get  information  in  regard  to  the  pipes  necessary 
and  the  quantity  of  water  required.  In  that  respect 
,it  would  make  little  difference  as  to  which  order  was 


JUNE       16.       1873. 


24:8 


passed,  iind  both  cover  I hu  siinic  ltouikI.     To   secni-c 
i.lie  ill ronuation  desired,  it  would   lie  better  to   pass 
tliis  order,  to  save  the  return  of  the   subjeet  a^aiii  lo 
t\w  other  branch. 
Tlie  order  waK  passed,  in  concurrence. 

MUSIC  OK  THE   COMMON,  ETC. 

The  order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  coni- 
milteo  lo  provide  music  on  the  C'ommon  and  other 
parts  of  the  city,  and  to  appropriuti^  $.'JOOU  therefor, 
being  under  consideration — 

Alderman  Power  moved  its  indelinito  postpone- 
ment. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  motion  wonld  not  pre- 
vail, for  there  was  no  expenditure  made  duriiiy  the 
twelve  months  of  the  year  which  afforded  more  gen- 
end  salisfaction.  It  was  nothing  more  than  justice- 
to  ladies  and  children  that  these  concerts  should  he 
given,  and  many  of  them  should  be  in  the  afternoon 
for  the  special  entertainment  of  those  who  arc;  other- 
wise debarred  from  hearing  them.  He  therefore 
,  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  as  the  City  Council, 
from  motives  of  economy,  had  struck  out  the  appro- 
priation for  firevvorlis  and  a  balloon  ascension,  which 
had  always  given  more  satisfaction  than  anything 
else,  this  had  better  be  disposed  of  on  the  ground  of 
economy  and  the  expense  be  saved.  There  are  a  dozen 
bands  which  perambulate  the  streets,  giving  every- 
body an  opportunity  to  hear  that  kind  of  music,  and 
in  no  way  could  they  more  justly  save  $3000  than  in 
the  apioropriation  for  this  purpose.  If  they  want  to 
spend  inoie  money  let  it  be  spent  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Fourth  of  July  I'or  the  enjoyment  of  citizens 
and  others  who  assemble  for  that  [lurpose.  He  hoped 
they  would  have  no  more  expenditures  for  such  con- 
certs, and  tliat  they  would  stick  to  the  saving  of 
money  and  dispense  with  such  exnenditures. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  there  was  this  dif- 
ference in  the  expenditures  referred  to.  The  ex- 
penditure of  ,f,5000  for  lireworks  and  balloon  ascen- 
sion was  for  gratification  for  a  few  hours  in  one  day, 
while  the  proposed  concerts  would  extend  over  sev- 
eral months.  There  were  many  persons  who  were 
unable  to  leave  the  city  in  the  warm  weather,  and  he 
was  one  of  tho.se,  and  these  concerts  were  a  source 
of  much  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  the  city  and  the 
outlying  districts  who  were  oljliged  to  remain  at 
home.  If  the  people  of  South  Boston  were  satislled 
with  the  music  of  the  perambulating  bands,  they 
miglit  have  it,  but  he  and  others  preferred  some- 
thing better.    " 

Alderman  Power  said  he  apjirecialed  good  music  as 
well  as  others,  but  believed  they  had  just  as  good  a 
right  to  provide  theatrical  entertainments  for  the 
people  as  they  li.id  to  furnish  concerts.  But  if  en- 
tertainments are  to  be  provided  at  the  public  expense 
the  Fourth  of  July  is  the  day,  and  the  people  assem- 
ble on  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  such  en- 
tertainments."  He  believed  there  was  something 
better  which  could  be  done  with  the  money  than  to 
provide  concerts,  and  that  the  taxpayers  require  that 
expeudituriis  shall  be  confined  to  the  legitimate  v>  ants 
of  the  city. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  discontinuance  of 
the  lireworks  and  the  balloon  ascension  was  not  ior 
economy's  sake,  but  on  account  of  avnoiiosedjexperi- 
ment  which  invited  the  destruction  of  lives— one  of 
the  most  unlieard  of  schemes.  The  experiment,  if 
carried  out,  would  have  lieen  witnessed  liy  20,000  or 
30,000  for  half  an  hour;  but  in  the  expenditure  of 
$3000  for  concerts,  the  people  of  all  sections  of  t  he 
city,  young  and  old,  would  derive  enjoyment.  When 
the  Ald(M-nien  preaches  economy,  he  should  be  re- 
minded that  he  urged  the  expenditure  of  $.5000  for  a 
balloon  ascension. 

In  relation  to  the  failure  of  tlie  appropriations  for 
the  usual  lireworks  and  balloon  ascension,  he  was 
i.'orry,  because  they  are  a  part  and  jiareel  of  the  cele- 
braiion  of  the  Fourth  of  July;  but,  tm  the  whole,  he 
thought  it  was  better  to  dispense  with  them.  Fire- 
.  works  were  attended  with  greater  danger  tlian  for- 
merly, when  there  were  not  so  many  houses  near  the 
Common.  Many  of  these  dwellings" are  not  occupied 
during  the  summer,  and  have  glass  upon  tlunr  roofs, 
through  which  Mie  rockets  might  enter.  He  was  not 
aware,  however,  that  the  fireworks  were  discontin- 
ued on  account  of  economy.  There  are  many  ways 
in  which  they  might  economize  better  than  tci  discon- 
tinue tlnse  concerts,  for  there  were  thousands  like 
the  Alderman  and  himself  who  cannot  leave  the  city, 
and  can  enjoy  these  (unicerts.  He  hoped  they  would 
.   concur  in  file  jiassage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  not  in  favor  of  the 
appropriatifm  for  fireworks  or  for  the  liallooii,  and 
only  advocated  the  approiiriation  for  the  balloon  for 
the  sake  of  killing  the  whole  thing.  He  h.id  express- 
ed his  opinion  against  the  whole  thing,  and  for  the 
sathe  reason  he  was  oppose  d  to    this    appropriation. 


As  he  before  said, he  believed  they  had  the  same  right 
to  furnish  theatrical  amusements  for  the  pcople'as  they 
had  to  furnish  concerts.  This  was  a  small  matter, 
and  if  tliey  were  not  to  throw  a\\'ay  a  dollar,  it  should 
be  expended  for  legitimate  wants  and  wants  of  ne- 
cessity. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  was  not  present  at  the 
discitssion  on  the  bal'oon,  but  as  the  Alderman  said 
he  favored  that  1  o  kill  it,  he  hoped  he  opposed  tliis  to 
pass  it.  He  was  in  favor  of  providing  music  (m  the 
Common  and  in  other  sections  of  the  city  for  the  en- 
joyment of  the  people. 

Alderman  Cutter  opposed  the  appropriation  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  and  he  advised  the  Alderman 
who  desired  to  take  a  lady  to  hear  the  concerts  to  go 
and  get  married  and  stay  at  home  to  a  better  entertain- 
ment at  a  less  expense.  He  thought  it  was  time  to  make 
a  stand  somewhere  in  stoppingextravagaut expendit- 
ures. Calling  attention  to  figures, he  said  the  co.st  of  the 
Fire  Department  the  present  year  would  be  $150,000 
more  than  last  year,  the  increased  expense  for  the 
police  $75,000,  and  for  the  Health  Department  $118  - 
000.  Under  such  circumstances  lie  believed  it  was 
time  to  begin  to  economize,  and  to  begin  now. 
The  giving  of  concerts  ou  the  Common  had  caused 
much  trouble  to  the  Police  Department,  ar.d  it  was 
only  single  men  wlio  wished  to  attend  such  concerts, 
and  not  the  married,  who  go  into  the  country  witli 
their  wives  and  children.  The  expenditure  proposed 
would  almost  buy  afire  engine. 

Aldcrnian  Sayward  said  he  was  not  surprised  that 
the  Alderman  favored  the  expenditure  for  a  balloon 
ascension. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  the  Alderman  to  order, 
there  being  nothing  in  the  order  relating  to  l)alloon 
ascensions. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  he  spoke  of  balloon 
ascensions  because  the  Alderman  had  done  so,  and  if 
he  was  afraid  of  getting  his  morals  corrupted  bj^  at- 
tending such  concerts,  he  would  invite  him  out  into 
Ward  Ifi,  where  there  was  no  danger  of  that  kind. 

The  question  was  talicn  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order,  which  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  5  to 
6.  as  follows: 

Yeas— Brown,  Cutter,  Emery,  Gibson,  Power. 

Nays — Bigelow,  Clarli,  Gaffleld,  Q.uincy,  Sayward, 
Stebbins. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  order,  it 
was  lost,  the  vote  being  (i  to  5,  not  two-thirds,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  Gaffleld,  Quincy,  Sayward, 
Stebbins. 

Nays— Brown,  Cutter,  Emery,  Gibson.  Power. 

VETO   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Alderman    Cutter  took  the  chair,  when  the  follow- 
ing communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor: 
Executive  DErAETMENx.  City  Hall,  ( 
Boston,  June  14,  1S73,'     (' 

7'o  (he  Hmmrahle  Board  of  Aldermen:  Gentlemen — 
I  am  constrained  to  withhold  my  approval  of  the  or- 
der directing  the  City  Treasurer  to  transfer  and  assign 
to  William  Smith  &  Co.  all  the  city's  interest  in  cer- 
tain policies  of  insurance  on  the  building  erected  for 
a  smallpox  hospital,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  2Gth  of  December  last,  and  return"  the  same  here- 
with to  the  br.anch  of  the  City  Council  in  which  it 
originated. 

It  appears  that  Messrs.  Smith  &  Co.  entered  into 
a  contract  with  the  City  of  Boston  on  the  Kith  day 
of  November,  1872,  to  erect  a  building  on  Swett 
street,  in  accordance;  with  certain  plans  and  specifi- 
cations, to  be  used  for  the  purjjoscs  of  a  smallpox 
hospital.  The  contract  provided  among  other  things 
that  the  building  should  lie  completed  on  or  before 
the  28th  day  of  December,  1872;  that  the  contractors 
should  insure  tlie  building  as  soon  as  the  roof  was 
put  on  and  complete,  for  such  an  amount  as  tin;  com- 
mitlee  (if  the  City  f  nnncil  having  charge  of  the  work 
should  direct,  and  should  increase  the  amount  of  insur- 
ance, from  time  lo  time,  under  the  direction  of  the 
committee,  the  jiolicy  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  to  be  made  payable  to  the  city  in  case 
of  loss. 

In  consideration  of  the  work  to  be  performed  by 
the  contractors,  the  city  agre(!d  to  jiay  .$l(i,200,  at 
such  times  and  in  such  sums  as  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  might  apjirove.  The  provision  in  regard 
to  insurance  was  in  ac<;ordance  with  the  established 
custom  of  the  city:  the  purpose  being  to  sav(;  the 
city  frenn  loss  on  account  of  any  payments  which 
might  be  made  to  the  contractors  during  the  progress 
of  the  work. 

On  f-lie  18th  of  December  the  contractors  insured 
their  interest  in  the  building  for  the  sum  of  $10,000. 
payable  in  case  of  loss  to  tlie  city.  On  the  21st  of 
December,  the  city  ]iaid  the  contractors  .$.50r0  on 
account.  Oil  the  2(itli  of  December  the  building  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 
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In  their  petition  to  be  paid  tlie  full  amount  named 
in  tlie  contract,  (lie  contractors  represent  that  the 
building  was  "substantially  completed"  at  the  time 
of  the  lire,  and  that  they  "intended  to  surrender  it  to 
the  city  of  Boston  on  the  morning  of  the  27tli  of  De- 
cember." It  appears  from  this  that  the  building  was 
not  completed,  and  that  it  had  not  been  surrendered 
to  the  city  at  the  time  it  was  destroyed.  Upon  a 
statement  of  these  facts,  the  City  Solicitor  has  given 
an  opinion  that  the  contractors  had  no  legal  claim 
upon  the  city  for  work  under  the  uncompleted  con- 
tract. They  entered  into  an  agreement  to  do  a  spe- 
cific .iob  for  a  specified  price,  and  they  are  not  enti- 
tled to  receive  the  price  unless  they  have  completed 
the  job. 

The  effect  of  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
is  to  allow  the  contractors  $5000  from  the  City  Treas- 
ury in  addition  to  the  insurance  of  $10,000  which  they 
had  obtained  on  the  work  and  materials.  Such  an  al- 
lowance is,  in  the  opmion  of  the  law  officer  of  the 
city,  illegal,  and  I  cannot  give  it  my  approval. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

The  question  being  upon  tlie  passage  of  the  order, 
the  objections  of  the  Mayor  notwithstanding— 

Alderman  Brown  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid 
over,  and  that  the  communication  of  the  Mayor  and 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  be  printed,  so  that  they 
might  understandit  more  thoroughly. 

Mr.  Stebbins  opposed  postponement. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Brown  was  lost,  2  to  7, 
when  the  question  again  recurred  upon  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Alderman  Power  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
and  wished  for  information  whether  there  was  not 
some  limit  in  the  charter  to  the  time  for  action  by 
veto. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  the  limit  was  ten  days, 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  his  impression  that 
eleven  days  had  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  tiie 
order. 

The  Clity  Clerk  stated  that  the  order  passed  the 
Council  on  the  5th  of  June,  after  having  passed  this 
Board  was  received  by  him  on  the  6th  of  -Tune,  and 
was  submitted  by  him  to  the  Mayor  on  the  same  day, 
and  this  communication  was  received  on  the  14th  of 
June. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  communication  of  the 
Mayor  was  received  within  the  limit  of  time  allowed 
by  the  charter. 

Alderman  Olark  said  he  supposed  it  would  be  use- 
less to  expect  to  pass  the  order  over  the  veto,  be- 
cause it  would  reqtiire  eight  votes  to  carry  it.  He 
regretted  that  he  should  lie  required  to  vote  against 
the  Mayor,  but  he  could  not  do  justice  to  himself  or 
to  the  community,  if  he  did  not  do  so.  The  claim  he 
believeci  to  be  a  just  one  and  he  wished  to  vote 
"Yes"  upon  it.  It  should  be  passed  to  do  justice  to 
honest  and  faithful  mechanics,  poor  men  who  had 
been  kept  out  of  their  just  dues  for  six  months. 

Tlie  order  failed  of  a  passage  by  a  vote  of  5  to  7,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Clark,  Emery,  Power,  Sayward,  Stebbins. 

Nays — Bigelow,  Brown,  Cutter,  Gaflield,  C4ibson, 
Qniiicy. 

The  following  communication  was  also  laid  before 
the  Board: 

Boston,  June  16,  1873. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston  : 
Gentlemen— I  have  received  and  transmit  herewith 
the  inclosed  communication  from  the  City  Solicitor, 
in  answer  to  your  inquiries  concerning  the  rights  of 
the  Fire  Department  in  the  public  streets  in  times  of 
fire.  Henry  L.  Pierce, 

Mayor. 

City  Solicitor's  Office,         1 

2  Pbmberton  Square,     y 

BosTON,  June  13,  1873.  \ 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  liave  received  your  com- 
munication, of  the  10th  iiist.,  requesting  me  to 
answer  the  questions  raised  by  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  adopted  on  the  9th  inst.,  in  regard 
to  the  rights  of  the  Fire  Department  in  the  public 
streets,  when  it  is  called  out  to  extinguish  fires. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  entitled  "An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act  relating  to  the  Fire  Dejiartment  of 
the  city  of  Boston,"  passed  yesterday,  defines  the 
rights  of  the  department  to  the  streets  in  such  cases, 
and  renders  ucnecessary  a  reply  to  the  questions 
proposed. 

It  is,  however,  my  opinion  that  this  statute  does 
not  confer  upon  the  Fire  Department  any  new  rights. 
The  department  had  a  clear  right,  independently  of 
the  statute,  in.  proceeding  to  and  extinguishing  fires 
to  use  the  streets,  and  to  protect  all  their  apparatus 
in  such  manner  as  the  exigencies  of  each  case  re- 
<3uired.  and  any  person  interfering  with  the    exercise 


of  that  right  was  liable  to  the  penalty  provided  in  the 
ninth  section  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-first  chap- 
ter of  the  General  Statutes. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.    P.   IlEALY. 

City  Solicitor. 
Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

The  communications  were  ordered  to  placed  on 
file. 

REPORTS    OE   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
made  a  report  recommending  the  approval  and  con- 
firmation of  the  appointment  of  Cyrus  K.  Thomas  to 
be  Sergeant  of  Police.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  no  action  necessary  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Bassett  and  others  for  a  sewer  in  Bennington 
street,  from  Brooks  to  Putnam  street.    Accepted! 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  S.  Dunlap  and  Ivory  Bean  for  re- 
lease of  conditions  of  land  bought  by  them  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  on  Dedham  street,  east  of  Harrison  ave- 
nue, May  1,  1871,  having  fully  considered  the  same, 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses,  as  follows:  W. 
B.  Stacey,  to  give  concerts  at  Tremont  Temple,  June 
16,  17;  also,  licenses  to  sundry  persons  as  victuallers, 
to  keep  a  bowling  saloon,  and  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  Glancy  for  a  license  as  a  victualler, 
No.  1404  Washington  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables,  as  follows:  Phineas  B. 
Smith,  to  occupy  a  stable  for  three  horses  on  Mar- 
eella  street,  rear  of  No.  ;30;  James  Brosman,  to  occu- 
py a  wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Franklin  court, 
VVard  16;  William  B.  Thomas,  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  fourteen  horses  (m  Earl  street,  near  the  Old 
CoUniy  Railroad,  provided  said  stable  is  placed  on  the 
rear  of  said  lot;  John  O'Donnell,  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Saratoga  street,  junction  of 
Chelsea  street.     Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  John  W.  Rollins,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
brick  stable  for  one  horse  on  Carver  street.  No.  89^; 
Silas  H.  Sherman,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  D  street,  southeast  corner  of  Eightf 
street;  W.  B.  Pike,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  six 
horses  ou  Bolton  street.  No.  303.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from'  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  the  petitions 
of  C.  U.  Cottiiig  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
Shawmut-avenue  betterments;  Ann  M.  Harlow,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  betterment  on  Purchase 
street;  John  Norton,  for  abatement  of  Harrison-ave- 
nue betterment;  and  no  action  necessary  on  petitions 
of  T.  L.  Sturtevant  and  others,  for  abatement  of  as- 
sessments for  betterment  on  estates  12  and  36  Edin- 
boro'  street,  also  for  al;atemcnt  of  betterment  on  No. 
118  Essex  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  petitions  of 
Henry  Homer  and  others  that  Fourth  street  be  paved 
with  wood  between  E  and  P  streets;  Alden  Avery, 
that  a  street  running  from  Albany  street  to  Walniit 
avenue  be  called  Albany  avenue;  Anton  Holtz,  guar- 
flian,  and  others,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Cabot  street;  Mary  A.  Drinan,  administratrix,  for 
payment  for  grade  damages  on  Blue-Hill  avenue; 
James  D.  Thompson  and  others,  that  Wigglesworth 
and  Washington  streets  be  paved  with  wood.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Aklerman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  George  B.  Emerson  and  others,  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  concrete  covering  on  the  malls  and 
walks  of  the  Common,  made  a  report  that  the  use  of 
this  material  on  the  public  grounds  has  been  limited 
to  the  paths  which  could  not  otherwise  be  kept  in  a 
condition  to  accommodate  the  public  travel.  All  the 
work  contemplated  on  the  Common  during  the  pres- 
ent season  has  been  completed.  Every  precaution 
has  been  taken  to  prevent  injury  to  the  trees,  and  the 
committee  are  assured  by  the  superintendent  that  in 
no  instance  can  it  he  shown  that  the  use  of  concrete 
has  been  injurious  to  the  trees,  or  that  as  at  present 
used  it  is  likely  to  be  injurious  to  them  in  the  slight- 
est degree.  Under  the  cix'cumstances  no  fui'ther  ac- 
tion upon  the  petition  is  necessary.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
made  a  report  that  an  additional  loan  of  $50,000  will 
be  required  for  the  payment  of  unsettled  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park 
square. 
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The  loan  anthorized  by  the  order  of  the  City  Comi- 
cil  approved  July  8,  18T1,  was  I'or  the  purchase  of  the 
property  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Com- 
pany only,  and  did  not  provide  for  damafjes  occa- 
sioned by  cutting  off  the  "back  yards"  of  the  several 
estates  north  of  Providence  street,  neither  did  it  pro- 
vide for  interest  to  l)e  paid  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Kaih'oad  Company,  as  required  by  the  indenture  be- 
tween the  city  and  that  company. 

The  amount  of  the  loan  was  $4T3,0U0. 

The  amount  paid  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Company  to  date  was  $150,000;  interest  paid  on  the 
same,  $3350— $152,250— leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$322,750. 

Columbus  avenue  was  extended  to  Park  square  by 
a  resolve  approved  December  2H,  1871. 

The  estimated  expense  of  damages  to  estates  north 
of  Providence  street  for  which  no  provision  was  mad;' 
was  .'1523,835.  Balance  dne  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Company  within  sixty  days  from  June  29. 
1873,  .'^325,000- making  an  amoimt  of  $350,835. 

Balance  of  loan  on  hand,  $333,750 — leaving  a  bal- 
ance to  be  provided  for  of  $28,085. 

The  amount  to  be  provided  for,  it  will  be  seen  by 
the  above  figures,  is  .$28,085,  but  to  cover  interest 
and  all  contingencies  the  commitlee  would  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  mak- 
ing an  additional  loan  of  .$40,000: 

Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  .$40,000;  the  same 
to  be  added  to  the  loan  for  the  extension  of  Colum- 
bus avenue. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Jrint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  lots  of  land  on 
Uedham  street  sold  to  Ivory  Bean  and  John  S.  Dun- 
lap,  with  their  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  on 
the  extension  of  time  on  wliich  to  build  on  said  lots, 
conchiding  with  a  recommendation  of  the  passage  of 
an  order  that  the  Ti'easurer  l)e  anthorized  to  cancel 
the  bonds  given  by  said  Bean  and  Dunlap.  and  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Pul)hc  Lands  l)e  directed  to 
take  possessu)n  of  the  aforevaid  lots  iu  behalf  of  and 
for  the  use  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  whether  the  course 
proposed  was  the  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Emery  stated  the  circumstances  of  the 
])urchase,  the  application  tor  extension  of  time  and 
the  refusal  to  comply  with  the  full  conditions,  and  i1 
was  proi)osed  to  take  the  usual  course  in  such  cases, 
the  parlies  to  forfeit  the  ten  per  cent,  purchase 
money  which  had  been  paid. 

Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  the  parties  were  well 
able  to  pay,  and  he  raised  the  inquiry  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  enforce  the  conditions  of  the 
sale. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  was  laid 
over. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to  prepare  and 
print  a  dig(!St  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  relating  to 
buildings  in  Boston;  the  expense  therefor  to  be 
charged  to  the.  appro  riation  for  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Market  be 
directed  to  assign  stands  to  the  several  applicants 
therefor  upon  the  new  market  limits,  near  India 
wharf,  and  to  charge  therefor  such  rents  per  annum 
as  they  may  .judge  expedient  to  reimburse  the  city 
for  the  outlay  expended  there. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery— 

Whereas,  The  city  of  Bo;-t(>ii  did,  on  the  1st  day 
of  .January,  1873,  lease  for  a  term  of  live  years  from 
said  date  to  E.  and  R.  W.  Sears  a  lot  of  land  and 
wharf  on  Albany  street,  opposite  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital, containing  30,000  square  feet,  at  a  rent  of 
$3200  per  annum,  to  be  made  in  quarterly  payments 
on  the  1st  day  of  April,  July,  Octobi'r  and  January, 
in  (!very  year  during  said"  term;  and  whereas  the 
amount  due  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1873,  remains 
unpaid:  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  enter  upon  and  take 
possession  of  the  said  premises  in  behalf  of  and  to 
the  use  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  AUU^rraan  I'ovviir — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  or  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  c(lg<^stones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Trenton  street,  between  Brooks  and 
Eagle  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $.M''.l)0. 

Ordered.  'J'hat  rhe  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Bremen  street,  between  Porter  and  Bennington 
streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and   prolile  drawn  by  the 


City  Surveyor,  dated  June  Ifi,  1873,  and    deposited  in 
the  otlice  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Arch  street,  between  Milk  and  Franklin  streets,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  and  prolile  drawn  bj^  the  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  April  23,  1873,  and  deposited  in  the  oflic<! 
of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Putnam  street,  between  White  and 
Condor  streets,  according  to  the  established  grade  of 
said  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .$3500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  the  southerly  side  of  White  street, 
between  Brooks  and  Putnam  streets,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $1000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Qnincy — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  and 
Military  Affairs  be  requested  to  consider  and  report 
what  changes,  if  any.  are  necessary  in  the  allo.vances 
for  rent  of  armories  in  this  city,  on  account  of  the 
recent  act  concerning  the  militia. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  in  excess  of  $.5000,  collected 
l)y  the  City  Treasurer  on  certain  policies  of  insurance 
on  William  Smitli  &  Company's  Interest  as  contrac- 
tors in  the  smallpox  hospitalou  Swett  street  destroy- 
ed by  fire,  be  paid  over  to  William  Smith  and Mc- 

Garagle,  the  contractors  aforesaid. 

Alderman  Sayward  subsequently  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  tlie  passage  of  the  above  order,  stating 
in  doing  so  that  he  could  not  see  how  the  city  could 
pay  money  which  it  had  not  got. 

Alderman  Quincy  replied  that  the  order  contem- 
plated that  when  money  was  collected  under  the  pol- 
icies, in  excess  of  $.5000,  it  should  be  paid  over.  ■  It 
would  not  be  denied  by  the  Alderman  that  something 
was  due  them,  and  the  passage  of  the  order  showed 
the  attitude  of  the  city  towards  them. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  could  not  see  the  ob- 
ject of  the  order,  for  the  city  could  ,iust  as  well  pay 
over  the  amount  when  collected.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive the  object  of  the  order  unless  it  was  to  prevent 
the  parties  from  obtaining  it  in  court.  They  could 
l)ay  it  over  when  received  without  the  order  just  as 
well  as  they  could  now. 

Alderman  (Quincy  again  stated  that  it  would  show 
the  attitude  of  the  city  in  acknowledging  the  justice 
of  the  claim. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  i\d  not  wish  to  show 
the  magnanimity  of  the  city  in  any  such  way,  and 
he  could  not  conceive  the  object  in  pressing  the  or- 
der. 

The  reconsideration  was  declared  to  be  lost,  by  a 
vote  of  5  to  5. 

Alderman  Sayward  raised  a  doubt  as  to  the  count, 
to  which  the  Chair  stated  that  he  counted  himself  in 
the  vote  which  was  taken. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  convey- 
ance of  Berkeley  street  to  the  city  of  Boston,"  being 
chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  statutes  of  the 
Commonwealth,  passed  in  1873,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  accepted  by  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  F.  M.  Johnson  and 
Albert  Thompson,  $7350  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Congress  street, 
upon  the  nsual  conditions;  to  lie  charged  to  the  Burnt 
District  loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  ])aid  to  Marshall  P.  Wilder 
the  sum  of  $2:35  (jO,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Columbia  street,  in 
Ward  16,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  this  Board,  ap- 
proved October  11,  1870,  upon  the  usual  conditions; 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Elizabeth  Child  the 
sum  of  ,$5250,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Bedford  street,  by  a  resolve 
and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  April  21. 
1873,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Mary  Chism  the 
sum  of  $10,357,  for  land  taken,  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Bedford  street,  by  a  re- 
solve and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners.  April 
21,  1873,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriaticni  for  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  th<:re  be  [laid  "to  Joseph  Porristall 
the  sum  of  $800,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  his  estate  on  Chambers  street  by  the  rais- 
ing of  the.  grade  of  said  street,  Ivy  oidc  r  of  the  Board 
of  -Mderinen,  Seiit.  17,  1873,  iqion  the  usual  condi- 
tions; to  l)e  charged  to  llu'  a.i))>v()priation   for  I'aving. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  assessed  npon  the 
estate  of  Moses  ivimliMll,  corner  of  Olivt^r  and  Sturgis 
streets,  by  an  order  of  tin;  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners of  June  20,  1872,  for  the  laying  out  and  grad- 
ing of  Sturgis  street,  and   amounting  to  $15t)0,  be  and 


251 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


the  same  is  reduced  by  the  sum  of  $2250,  leaving  the 
assessment  upon  the  said  estate  at  $2250. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  betterment  assessed  ol'  $50  laid 
upon  the  estate  of  Mary  Bnrnham  on  Palmer  sireet, 
for  benellt  thereto  from  the  extension  of  Harrison 
avenue,  by  an  order  of  this  Board  of  November  5, 
1872,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  for  cause  abated  in 
full. 

BECOMMENDATIONS    IN    RELATION     TO     THE    FIRE   DE- 
PARTMENT. 

The  following  communication  was  laid  before  the 
Board : 

Boston,  June  11,  1873. 

To  the  Ilmmrable  (Jity_  GmincU  of  the  City  of  Bostai  : 
Gentlemen— At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  sev- 
eral companies  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  what  changes  might 
be  made  for  advancing  the  efficiency  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  was 

Voted  That  wo  petition  to  the  City  Council  to 
adopt  for  general  use  in  the  Fire  Department  a  post 
hydrant  similar  in  pattern  to  that  known  as  the  Hill 
hydrant,  to  be  placed  in  the  sidewalk,  the  location  to 
be  designated  by  a  colored  glass,  in  the  nearest  street 
lamp,  for  the  following  reasons,  namely:  In  being 
above  the  sidewalk  it  does  not  get  covered  up  in  the 
winter  by  snow  and  ice;  it  is  easy  of  access, requiring 
but  a  few  seconds  to  make  c(mnections,  whereas  in 
using  the  Lowry  hydrant  as  now  constructed, requires 
a  "chuck"  which  weighs  aljout  ninety  pounds,  and 
considerable  time  is  taken  up  ni  mailing  all  the  con- 
nections, wliile  a  post  hydrant  relieves  the  ajiparatus 
of  this  extra  weight,  saves  valuable  time  and  can 
always  be  seen  by  the  driver  of  the  apparatus  as  he 
approaches  it,  as  it  cannot  be  hidden  from  sight  by 
peoi)le  standing  upon  it. 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  following  changes  be  re- 
commended: First,  that  the  horse  hose  carriages  now 
in  use  may  be  so  altered,  and  all  those  that  may  be 
built  in  the  future,  he  so  constructed  that  they  may 
carry  the  hosemen,  so  that  they  may  arrive  at  tlie 
fire  with  the  app.aratus  and  be  fresh  fur  duty;  sec- 
ond, that  a  horse  hose  company  be  placed  in  every 
engine  house,  carrying  not  less  than  800  feet  of  hose, 
to  be  run  in  connection  with  tlic  engines  instead  of 
the  t"nders  now  dragged  behind  them;  and  by  adopt 
ing  this  plan  we  feel  confident  that  much  valuable 
time  will  be  saved  that  is  now  0(CU))ied  by  ns  in 
running  liere  and  there  looking  for  hose  to  make  out 
a  line,  or  to  replace  that  whieli  is  defective;  third, 
that  more  hosemen  lie  appointed  for  each  company, 
as  the  present  number  is  not-  sulticient  to  handle 
the  long  lines  of  hose  that  are  required  on 
the  high  buildings  we  are  called  upon  to  protect; 
fourth,  that  some  mel;hod  be  adopted  for  controlling 
the  water  by  the  hosemen  at  the  pipe,  to  save  lime  in 
passing  thc^  word  to  the  engine,  and  also  i)revent  the 
conflict  of  orders  given  from  ditlerent  engines;  fifth, 
that  when  purchasing  new  hose  tlie  two-inch  hose  be 
substituted  for  the  two-and-a-hall-ineh  hose,  now  in 
geneial  use,  as  it  can  be  handled  with  more  efficiency 
and  promptness  and  will  stand  a  greater  pressure; 
sixth,  the  removal  of  all  ropes  ;ind  guys  used  for 
stretching  flags  [and  signs  aernss  the  streets,  as  they 
greatly  retard  the  progress  of  the  ladderiuen  in 
throwing  their  ladders  on  to  buildings. 

Signed  by  John  B.  Hill,  J.  F.  Hewins,  F.  M.  Hines, 
George  C.  Fernald,  C.  L.  Rosemere,  William  Childs 
and  Samuel  L.  Fowie,  Committee. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  a  reference  of  the  com- 
munication to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Deprrt- 
ment. 

Alderman  Stebbins  susgestcd  as  more  appropriate 
the  special  committee  which  had  been  appointed  upon 
the  subject  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  the  committee  was  not  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  considering  matters  gen- 
erally pertaining  to  the  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Stebbins  believed  that  the  (U'der  under 
which  the  committee  were  appointed  had  reference 
to  the  whole  subject  of  reorganization  of  the  Fire 
Department,  the  charge  of  apparatus,  hydrants,  etc., 
and  the  management  of  fires,  and  the  committee  was 
the  only  proper  one  to  consider  this  communication 
from  oflicers  of  companies. 

Alderman  Power  said  if  everything  relating  to  the 
Fire  Department  was  to  be  referred  to  this  commit- 
tee, it  would  make  it  a  standing  committee,  and  it 
would  have  enough  to  do,  while  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  would  have  nothing  to  consider. 

Alderman  Quincy  called  for  a  reading  of  the  order, 
his  understanding  of  it  being  not  that  of  the  Alder- 
man who  wished  io  have  this  referred  to  the  special 
committee.  Should  radical  changes  be  proposed  in 
the  organization  of  the  department,  it  may  take  the 
'  business  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department. 


Alderman  Sayward  agreed  with  the  Alderman  that 
it.  was  not  designed  to  refer  all  mattcas  relating  to 
the  Fire  Department  to  the  special  committee,  for  if 
so,  they  might  as  well  ;ibolisli  the  standing  commit- 
tee, as  having  no  use  for  it. 

Alderman  Power  agreed  with  the  Alderman  as  to 
the  understanding  of  the  order,  for  if  every  thing 
which  came  in  relating  to  the  Department,  was  so 
referred,  the  committee  would  never  be  able  to  report 
on  the  special  matter  referred  to  them.  He  should 
prefer  to  report  on  that  matter. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  made  the  suggestion  to 
draw  out  the  sentiment  of  the  Board,  whether  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  were  to  have  any- 
thing further  to  do. 

The  moti<m  to  refer  to  the  Clommittee  on  Fire  De- 
partment was  carried. 

Alderman  Clark  ofEorod  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department  be  instructed 
to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  fire  which  occurred 
in  this  city  on  the  30th  of  May  last,  and  report  there- 
on in  print  to  the  City  Council;  the  expense  attend- 
ing such  investigation  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ations for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  ofl^jred  an  order  like  this  at 
the  last  meeting,  hut  as  that  had  failed  he  offered 
this.  If  the  origin  of  the  fire  should  be  completely 
investigated,  it  might  answer  the  question  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  reorganization  of  the  department. 

Alderman  Quiiicy  said  his  impression  was  that  it 
might  be  the  duty  of  the  special  committee  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  causing  an  investigation  to 
be  made  into  the  cause  of  the  fire,  and  that  such  an 
investigation,  if  made,  should  be  made  outside  of 
the  City  Government,  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  fire. 
If  this  coinmittee  should  be  required,  in  addition  to 
the  object  for  which  they  were  appointed,  to  take 
voluminous  testimony  as  to  the  origin  of  the  tire, 
they  may  not  be  able  to  report  until  the  next  winter. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  an  inquiry  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  fire  lobe  as  important  as  anything.  If  any- 
thing, il  /s  a  part  of  the  inquiry  as  to  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Fire  Department.  Not  wishing  to  shirk 
resp(nisibility,  heolferet*  an  order  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  origin  and  management  of  the  fire,  but  in 
that  order  the  other  branch  did  not  concur,  and  aban- 
doned it  altogether.  He  desired  an  investigation 
into  all  matters  relating  to  the  fire,  and  an  in- 
vestigation might  show  a  state  of  things  in  rt'lation 
to  the  coinbnstiblu  character  of  such  buildings  as 
would  justify  insurance  companies  not  to  take  risks 
in  them  and  Io  cancel  such  as  they  have  in  neigh- 
borhoods of  that  character. 

Aldcrin.ui  EuKuy  believed  this  was  a  proper  inquiry 
for  t  lie  sjx'cial  committee  to  make. 

Alderman  Sjiyward  was  of  opinion  that  the  first 
thing  the  special  committee  had  to  do  v('as  to  ascer- 
tain the  cause  and  management  of  the  fire;  then  they 
would  know  whether  there  was  a  necessity  for  the 
reorganization  of  the  department. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Aldermen  (Jlark  and  Brown  presented  the  follow- 
ing petitions  asking  for  various  changes  in  the  Fire 
Department: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Bostcm— The  undersigned,  citizens  .and  taxpayers  of 
Boston,  n!spectf  ally  petition  that,  a  much  larger  num- 
ber of  steam  fire  engines,  fully  manned  and  equipped, 
be  provideil  and  placed  in  central  locations;  that  a 
larger  number  lie  sent  to  each  lirc^  at  the  first  alarm; 
that  provision  be  made  for  a  supply  of  water  in  all 
parts  of  the  city  sufficient  and  available  in  any  emer- 
gency; that  assistant-engineers  and  hosemen  be  em- 
ployed, who  shall  devote  their  whole  time  to  the 
interests  of  the  dep.artment;  that  a  disciiiliiiod force 
be  organize!!  to  clear  the  streets  and  prevent  theft  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  lire;  and  that  such  other  measures 
be  adopted. as  will  secure  the  highest  efficiency  of  the 
Fire  Department.  .\nd  moreover,  believing  that 
such  etticieney  can  mily  be  secured  by  intrusting  the 
cimlrol  of  the  l<"ire  aiid  Fire-alarm  Department,  and 
other  matters  pertaining  thereto,  to  an  independent 
hoard,  they  ask  tli;it  such  a  hoard  he  constituted,  to 
consist  of  three  persons,  who  shall  be  appointed  for  a 
term  of  not  less  tlian  three  years,  by  the  Mayor,  with 
the  appi'oval  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  City  Coun- 
cil, and  be  removable  by  the  Mayor;  .said  board  to 
have  the  appointment  of  the  chief  and  assistant  engi- 
neers, and  to  be  paid  such  salaries  as  will  secure  the 
best  available  talent  for  the  imjiortant  duties  to  be 
performed.  They  further  a-k  that  these  changes 
shall  be  made  at  the  earliest  practicable  date. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  principal  names  sign- 
ed to  the  several  i)etitions: 
Jordan,  Marsh  <fe  Co.  Sprague,  Soule  &  Co. 

Lawrence  &  Co.  G.  H.  Gray  &  Dauforth 

rplunn.  Tucker  &  Co.  and  150  others. 

M  elliUKtoii,  Bros.  &  Co.        Edward  Atkinson. 
Fogg,Haughtou;&  Coolidge.  Brewster,  Sweet  &  Co. 
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(Jliarlcs  K.  Parker  &  Co. 

and  !I5  otIiHrs. 
UiclianI  H.  Daua,  Jr. 
George  S.  llillard. 
Mayiiaril  it  Noyes. 
Scudiler,  Uogers  &  Co, 
.).  Beck&  Son. 
Jno  P.  Putnam 

anil  low  others. 
Goldtliwait.Suow  &  Kniglit. 
MaeuUar,  Williams  &  Park- 
er. 
Jlarsli  Brothers. 
Pratt  it  Wentworth 

Hiul  Ul'.i  others. 
Jo.siali  Qulncy. 
P.  L.  Kverett. 
William  i5.  Spooner  it  Co. 
Naylor  ifc  Co. 
Burrage  Bros.  &  Co. 
K.  it  A.  H.  Bateheller  &  Co 

ami  117  others. 
Clatliii,  Allison  &  Somes. 
Dane,  IJana  it  Co. 
Geo.  VV.  Torrey  &  Co.  ' 
Lucius  Slade. 
Ames  Plow  Co. 

and  lis  others. 
W.  K.  Lewis  &  Bros. 
Spear,  Gregory  &  Co. 
E.  D.  Peters  &  Co. 
E.  D.  Winslow  &  Sons. 
E.  Sampson 

and  18U  others. 
Fairbanks,  Brown  &  Co. 
How,  Bros.  &  Co. 
Gardner  Brewer  &  Co. 
Keating,  Lane  &  Co. 

and  133  others. 
H.&L:  Chase. 
William  Jessop  &  Sous. 
Foster  &  Cole. 


Dodge,  Collier  it  IVrkins. 
Lavvrenei!,  Wilde  it  Hnll. 
H.  M.  Whiting. 

and  136  others. 
Patrick  Donalioe. 
.Tonas  Fitch. 
Henry  Poor  it  Son. 
Thayer,  Brigham  it  Co. 

and  181  others. 
P.  A.  Collins. 
Charles  F.  Donnelly. 
Nash,  Spalding  &  Co. 
Jatnes  Parker. 
Waltei-  Elverett  &  Co. 

and  151  other.?. 

C.  F.  Hovey  it  Co. 
Chnrehill,  Watson  &  Co. 
Spalding,  Hay  it  Wales. 
.J.  \l.  Osgood  it  Co. 
Wm.  P.  Sargent  &  Co. 

.Slireve,  Crump  &  Low. 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co. 

and  96  others. 
Gardner  Chilsou. 

B.  VV.  Dunklee. 
Geo.  W.  Gay. 
Allen  Leavitt  &  Co. 
ArSliowe 

and  75  others. 
H.  H.  Coolidge. 

D.  A.  Goddard. 
Wm.  Minot,  .Jr. 
Darwin  E.  Ware. 

C.  15.  Goodrich. 
F.  O.  Prince 

and  143  others. 
H.D.  Parker. 
JohnF.  Mills. 
Morris  &  Ireland. 
F.  M.  Holmes  &  Co. 
Abrani  French  &  Co. 

and  113  others. 


In  all  2017'  business  firms  and  iiulividuals,  repre- 
scutiiif;  over  3()(lt)  citizens  and  tax  payers. 

The  question  being  upon  referring  these  petitions 
to  t.lie  special  committee,  there  was  some  further  de- 
liale  as  to  the  extent  of  their  labors. 

Alderman  (^uincy  referred  to  the  investigation  of 
the  management  of  the  otlier  lire  as  being  desired 
through  a  commis,«ion  outside  of  the  Board,  and  it 
might  be  thought  advisable  to  have  this  also  invest)  ■ 
gated  in  that  manner,  while  the  taking  of  testimony 
would  involve  great  labor  upon  the  special  commit- 
tee: yet  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Board  that  the 
committee  should  do  this  work  he  did  not  wish  to 
shirk  it. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  only  point  was  whether 
any  delay  would  be  occasioned  by  the  labor  put  upon 
the  committee,  and  whether  the  public  outside  of  the 
Government  might  not  desire  an  investigation  by 
other  persons. 

Alderman  Sayward  believed,  if  the  public  had  lost 
conlidence  in  the  City  Government,  the  sooner  they 
knew  it  the  better. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  special  commit- 
tee. 

OBDEKS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Arch 
street,  between  Milk  and  Franklin  streets.  Hearing 
Monday  next,  June  23,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  on  Silver 
street,  between  A  and  B  streets.  Hearing  Monday 
next,  June  23,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Clinton 
street,  between  Blaokstone  street  and  Merchants' 
row.     Hearing  Monday  next,  June  23,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Bolton 
street,  between  D  and  B  streets.  Hearing  Monday 
next,  June  23,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 
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COMMON       OOXJlSroIL. 


Proceedings  of  tlie  Common  Council, 


JUNE    19,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President  in  the  chair! 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  W.  G.  Preston  and  others,  Phineas 
B.  Smith,  M.  J.  Platley,  Augustus  Stevens,  Jeffrey 
Richardson  and  otliers,  C.  F.  Hovey  &  Co.,  Jordan, 
Marsh  &  Co.  and  two  thousand  others,  and  a  com- 
munication from  officers  of  the  Fire  Department, 
were  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  matters  were  disposed  of,  in  con- 
currence: 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
of  report  of  grand  jury  suggesting  improvements  in 
care  and  transportation  of  prisoners. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Streets  of  a  request 
for  an  additional  loan  of  $40,000,  to  pay  unsettled 
damages  occasioned  by  extension  of  Columbus  avenue 
to  Park  square. 

Acceptance  of  report  no  action  necessary  on  peti- 
tion of  George  B.  Emerson  ef  al.  for  removal  of 
concrete  covering  on  walks  and  malls  of  Common. 

Acceptance  of  report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition 
of  John  S.  Dunlap  and  Ivory  Bean  for  release  of  con- 
ditions to  eiglit  lots  of  land  on  Dedham  street  and 
Harrison  avenue. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Armories,  etc.,  to 
report  what  changes  are  necessary  in  allowances  for 
rent  of  armories  under  the  recent  act  concerning  the 
mllitsa. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Build- 
ings to  prepare  and  print  a  digest  of  the  laws  and  or- 
dinances relating  to  buildings  in  Boston. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Reorganization  of  Fire 
Department  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  fire  of  the 
:30th  ult.,  and  report  thereon  in  print. 

Order  for  the  printing  and  eeneral  distribution  of 
10,000  copies  of  the  Acts  of  18'f:3.  relating  to  ihe  pro- 
posed annexation  of  Brighton,  Brookliue,  Charles- 
town  aud  West  Roxbury  to  the  city  of  Bostcn. 

The  following  order  was  considered: 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  in  excess  of  ,$5000  collected 
by  the  City  Treasurer  on  certain  policies  of  insurance 
on  William  Smith  &  Co.'s  interest,  as  ccmtractors  of 
the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett  street,  destroyed  by 
fire,  be  paid  to  William  Smith  &  McGaragle,  contrac- 
tors aforesaid. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  inquired  if  an  order  identi- 
cal with  this  was  not  now  lying  upon  the  table. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  two  were  identical. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  it  hardly  proper  that 
the  order  should  be  passed  the  second  time.  It  was  a 
matter  in  a  delicate  position,  between  the  city  and 
the  contractors,  and  somebody  ought  to  g(  t  the 
money.  He  had  been  assured  that  the  time  for  pay- 
ment of  the  policies  had  expired,  and  the  insurance 
company  had  refused  to  ay  the  insurance.  It  may 
be  necebSJ^ry  to  instruct  the  City  Solicitor  to  com- 
mence a  suit.  The  matter  was  not  clear,  and  it  cer- 
tainly seemed  to  be  the  same  thing  which  had  been 
acted  upon. 

The  Chair  again  stated  that  the  two  orders  were 
identical. 

Mr.  Snaw  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  raised  the  inquiry  whether 
the  state  of  .the  question  was  not  this?  That  the  order 
first  named  was  passed  by  this  branch  and  was  not 
on  the  table.  The  other  order  was  then  passed,  and 
a  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  stated  in  explanation,  as  appeared  by 
the  records,  that  the  order  identical  with  that  under 
consideration  was  passed,  and  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  14  rose  for  information,  and 
stated  as  his  understanding  of  the  question  that  the 
order  which  was  passed  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  entire  policies  to  Smith  &  McGaragle. 

The  Chair  again  stated  the  question,  as  before. 

Mr.  Perkins  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table,  which  was  carried. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 
Report  and  order  for  the  Treasurer  to  refund   to 


Mercantile  Institution  for  Savings  $550  60,  on  account 
of  taxes  erroneously  assessed  on  said  institution  in 
1871. 

Report  and  order,  in  a  new  draft,  to  refund  certain 
taxes  paid  by  Joseph  H.  BiUings  ef  al. 

Order  authorizing  a  horse  hose  company  to  be  es- 
tablished for  Hose  Carriage  No.  12,  at  South  Boston 
Point. 

Report,  resolve  and  order  from  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  that  Broftd  street  should  be  widened 
to  100  feet  from  Atlantic  avenue  to  Summer  street, 
at  an  adjudged  expense  of  .$780,887  25.  (City  Doc. 
No.  67,  1873.) 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   RBPERRED. 

Austin  C.  Wellington  &  Co.,  for  permission  to 
construct  two  wooden  buildings  upon  a  wharf  oc- 
cupied by  them,  known  as  Drake's  wharf.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  presented  the  petition  of 
Campbell  &  Brooks  for  an  investigation  into  the 
award  of  a  contract  by  the  directors  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries,  for  the  building  of  a  ferry  boat,  setting 
forth  that  the  contract  was  for  $37,678  37,  and  that 
their  bid  was  $1021  63  less  than  the  parties  to  whom 
the  award  was  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  its  reference  to  a  joint  special 
committee  for  the  reasons  that  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Ferries  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Perries;  otherwise  he  should 
not  object  to  its  going  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Ferries,  stated  that  he  did  not  object 
to  the  proposed  reference,  and  gave  as  an  explanation 
of  the  contract  that  the  specifications  were  for  the 
building  of  the  boat  and  its  delivery  in  seventy  days, 
at  sucli  place  as  might  be  designated  for  the  receiv- 
ing of  the  machinery.  Although  the  price  of  Camp- 
bell &  Brooks  was  the  lowest,  they  would  not  agree 
to  the  conditions  specitied,  besides  which  they  had  a 
contract  last  year  for  the  building  of  drops,  which 
were  to  be  done  in  October,  but  which  had  not  yet  been 
completed,  much  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  city. 
No  director  had  'iny  interest  In  any  one  man,  and  he 
should  make  no  objection  to  the  reference. 

Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  his  reference,  and  moved  a  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Fsrries,  which  was  car- 
ried. 

Messrs.  West  of  Ward  16  and  Dean  of  Ward  12  pre- 
sented petitions  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Fire 
Department,  headed  by  signatures,  as  follows: 

Lee,  Higginson  &  Co.  Oliver  Stevens. 

Chas.  Levi  Woodbury.  Francis  A.  Osborn. 

Hooiier,  Lewia  &  Co.  B.  W.  Gilbert. 

Daniel  S.  Curtis.  Theophilus  Metcalf  &  Co. 

Geo.  Win.  Bond  &  Co.  and     Cutt'  r.  Tower  &  Co.  and  155 

185  others,  others. 

Silas  Feirce  «&  Co.  James  M.  Bvllard. 

Joseph  Nickerson  &  Co.       Albert  Thompson  &  Co. 
Hinckley  Bros.  &  Co.  and  97  George  W.  Lovett. 

others.  Hecht  Brothers  and  161 

Perry,  Cook  &  Tower.  others. 

Branian,  Dow  &  Co.  j,   William H.  Baldwin. 

Clement,  Colburn  &  Co.  ,      Miles,  Burr  &  Co. 
H.  L.  Daggett  &  Co.  and  168  Burr,  Brown  &  Co. 

othiTS.  Thomas  E.  Moseley  and  227 

Freeman,  Carey  &  Co.  others. 

Uhas.  A.  Smith  &  Co.  and      Blake  Brothersife  Co. 

181  others.  Lee,  Danforth  &  Co. 

E.  R.  Mudge.  Richard  Briggs, 

W.  R.  Emerson.  Cook  &  Aldrich 

Bowker,  Torrey  &  Co.   and    and  189  others. 

150  others.  Henry  Callender  &  Co. 

Edward  G.  Tileston  &  Co.     Charles  E.  Jenkins. 
Richardson,  Hill  &  Co.  John  D.  Williams. 

George  Shiverick.  Winchester,  Talbot  &  Co. 

H.  Harris  and  161  others. 

and  72  others.  Dwight  Foster, 

Geo.  F.  Blake  &  Co.  William  P.  Hunt, 

Boston  and  Maine  Foundry  Charles  B.  Hall, 

Co.  liice,  Kendall  &  Co. 

Homer,  Lane  &  Co.  and  14.3  others. 

Braman,   Shaw   &  Co.   and  Whitney  &  Sampson, 

160  others.  Homer,  Bishop  &  Co. 

Fuller,  Dana  &  Fitz,  Plumer  &  Co. 

Parker,  White  &  Co.  Josiah  M.  Jones. 

Manning  &  Bro.  and  179  others. 

Rogers   &  Sheldon   and  122  G.  W.  Chipman. 

others.  Chase,  Merritt  &  Blanchard 

and  80  others. 

These  were  signed  by  2470  firms  and  Individuals 
representing  more  than  3000  citizens  and  taxpayers. 

REPORT  OP  DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  sixteenth  annual  report  of  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  was  laid  before  the  Council  in 
print. 

The  expenditures  of  the  several  Institutions  under 
the  charge  of  the  Directors  were  as  follows  during 
the  past  year: 

House  of  Industry,  current  expenses $162,846  45 

House  of  Industry,  alterations  and  repairs  at 

Rainsford  Island 18,642  92 

House  of  Correction 70,013  97 
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Luniitic  Hospital 55,?03  «) 

Steainboal  Henry  Morrison, l;!,9a7  On 

Panper  expenses ll.i:!5  18 

Oiilce  expenses B,y!iS  10 

$341.860  67 
Items  of  expemliture  for  House  of  Industry,  House 
of  Correction  and  Lunatic  Hospital,  classiiied: 

Subsistence ¥IOC.,092  02 

Salaries lii.jsa  41 

Repairs  and  altei'ations 29 ,124  98 

Clothing  and  bedding 29.31G  34 

Fuel  and  lights 23,478  95 

Furuitnrc  and  utensils 11,358  47 

AgriciiHural  Department 7,249  12 

Sewing  machines  and  trimmings 6,229  90 

Medical  Department 5,483  39 

Water  rates 4.127  56 

Soap  and  soap  stocli 3,357  90 

Printing  and  stationery 929  34 

Miscellaneous 11,662  04 

$288,162  42 

House  of  Industry $162,846  45 

House  of  Correction 70,012  97 

Lunatic  Hospital 55,303  00 

$288,162  42 


The  income  for  the  several  institutions,  the  steam- 
boat Henry  Morrison,  and  pauper  expenses  for  the 
financial  year  187'2-3,  has  been  as  foUowt.  viz. : 

House  of  Correction $73,560  96 

House  of  Industry 19,087  35 

Lunatic  Hospital 3,364  76 

Steamboat  Henry  Morrison 2,000  00 

Pauper  expenses 380  96 

.$98,394  03 

This  sum  has  been  paid  into  the  City  Treasu- 
ry, and  shows  a  decrease  of $9,050  37 

from  the  income  of  the  previous  year. 

In  a  comparison  of  income  with  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  it-  is  shown  that  there  was  an  increase 
of  .f  1119  59 in  the  House  of  Correction,  and  a  decrease 
of  $Um  81  in  the  House  of  Industry,  !i;3318  (il  in  the 
Lunatic  Hospital,  $52  14  in  pauper  expenses,  and 
$533'2  40  in  the  quarantine  department.  This  income 
was  from  sources,  as  follows:  Labor  of  prisoners  in 
the  House  of  Concction,  j|f7],737  23;  labor  of  female 
prisoners  in  the  House  of  Industry,  $7628;  sale  of 
farm  products,  ,$4007  53;  from  the  State  for  the  sup- 
port of  State  panper,  $3H1<J(11;  board  of  patients  in 
Ihe  Lunatic  Hospital,  $3064  7'6;  rent  of  wharf,  $5000. 

Further  statements  show  the  following  results: 

Eunuing  expenses,  1872-73 $247,014  63 

Less  gain  of  House  of^Correction  over  ex- 
penses  '. 3.547  99 

$243,466  64 

Total  expenditures $341,860  67 

Income 98,394  03 

$243,466  64 

Expenditure  1872-73. $341,860  67 

Expenditure  1871-72 303,892  47 

Increase  of  expenditure  1872-73 $37,968  20 

Actual  running  expenses  1872-73 .$243,466  64 

Actual  running  expenses  1871-72 196,448  07 

Actual  increase  in  running  expenses  1872-73. . .  $47,018  57 


The  expeudituree  have  increased  and  decreased  as 
follows,  viz: 
House  of  Industry,  current  expenses  increased. $25,554  62 

House  of  Industry,  alterations  at  E.  1 18,642  92 

House  of  Corrcctioij 9,480  87 

Pauper  expenses " 5,860  05 

Steamer  Henry  utorrleon 1.6:37  66 

$61,196  12 

Lunatic  Hospital,  decreased $6,305  91 

House  of  Gorrection,  extra  ex- 
penses account  of  fire,  de- 
creased         3,164  00 

Quarantine  department,  de- 
creased       13,285  81 

Oface  expenses,  decreased 472  02 

$23,227  92 

Total  increase $37,968  20 

The  following  special  appropriations  have  been 
made:  For  new  Bakery  at  Deer  Island,  $16,000  00 
and  the  building  erected  at  a.  cost  of  $15,947  95; 
leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $52  05.  For  En- 
gineer's House  at  Deer  Island,  .$9000  00.  ""he  house 
has  been  built,  costing  $8959  28,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  $40  72;  a  new  wharf  has  been  built  at  Deer 
Island  costing  $11,966  24,  for  which  an  apnropriation 
of  $12,000  00  was  made,  leaving  the  amount  $33  76 
unexpended.  For  repairing  House  of  Correction 
the  City  Council  appropriated  $48,000  00;  a  lirick 
building  has  been  built  and  arranged  for  workshops 


and  chapel.     The  amount  expended  has  been  $47,- 
977  33,  leaving  a  balance  of  $22  (i7. 

The  expeniiiidrcs  on  account  of  new  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital for  liiiancial  year  has  l)een  $516  72;  paid  town 
of  Wintlirop  for  lux  (jn  land  for  1872. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  new  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital, new  Bakery,  Engineer's  House  and  repairing 
House  of  Correction,  are  not  included  in  the  aggre- 
gate of  expenditures  or  in  any  comparisons  with  the 
former  year. 

Tlie  number  of  inmates  in  tlie  several  institutions 
were  as  follows:  Hou.se  of  Correction,  486— an  in- 
crease of  131 ;  House  of  Industry,  725 — an  increase  of 
178;  Almshouse,  288— an  increase  of  ;34;  House  of 
Keformation,  270— an  increase  of  6;  House  of  Refor- 
mation (girls),  31 :  Lunatic  Hospital,  193 — a  decrease 
of  40.  The  average  number  shows  1827— au  increase 
of  89,  and  a  decrease  of  35. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  expenditure 
for  each  inmate  of  the  several  institutions  during 
the  year,  and  the  actual  cost  of  the  same  for  the  year 
and  per  week: 

Average 
Expenditure.        Actual  Cost. 
PrY'r.  PrW'k.  PrY'r.  PrWk, 
Profit  of  Profit  of 

House  of  Correction $172  42     $3  31><;    $8  76     $0  16% 

House  of  Industry > 

Almshouse,  and •  135  15        2  60      119  30        2  29 

Houses  of  Keformation.  ) 

Lunatic  Hospital 256  03        4  92      240  45        4  62>^ 

The  Directors  say  the  tables  show  an  increase  of 
$37,000  in  tl:e  expenditures  of  the  year,  which  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  large  increase  of  the  number  of 
inmates  remaining  in  the  House  of  Correction  and 
House  of  Industry  as  compared  with  the  numbers  re- 
maining one  year  ago,  and  by  the  additional  expense 
involved  in  preparing  the  buildings  at  Eainsford 
Island  for  the  reaeption  of  the  adult  male  inmates  of 
the  Almshouse.  The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  in- 
come for  the  year  has  been  caused  principally  by  the 
transfer  of  Ihe  Q,uarantine  Department  to  the  custo- 
dy of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  a  decrease  of  more 
than  $:%00  in  the  income  of  Ihe  Lunatic  Hospital, 
caused  by  the  discharge  or  death  of  patients  who 
were  wholly  or  partially  supported  by  friends.  The 
usual  high  standard  of  discipline  has  been  maintain- 
ed in  all  the  institutions.  They  have  been  remarka- 
bly exempt  from  epidemic  disease,  and  as  regards 
effective,  economical  management,  leave  nothing  to 
be  desired. 

Deer  Island.  The  report  states  that  many  of  the 
improvements  suggested  in  the  report  of  the  previous 
year  have  been  completed  or  are  now  in  progress. 
The  transfer  of  the  adult  male  paupers  to  Rainsford 
Island  in  October  last  afforded  partial  relief  to  the 
overcrowded  House  of  Industry,  but  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  commitments  has  already 
filled  the  space  thus  obtained,  and  the  directors  are 
satisfied  that  there  can  be  no  permanent  relief  until 
the  entire  main  building  shall  be  devoted  to  the 
House  of  Industry.  This  is  not  a  sudden  convic- 
tion, but  has  been  for  a  long  time  considered.  When 
it  was  contemplated  to  erect  a  Home  for  the  Poor  at 
Deer  Island,  as  proposed,  and  for  which  an  appro- 
priation was  granted  three  years  ago,  it  was  then 
suggested  that  if  hereafter  it  should  be  decided  to 
permanently  locate  that  institution  elsewhere,  be- 
fore a  site  could  be  selected  and  a  building  construct- 
ed, the  structure  then  asked  for  erected  at  Deer 
Island  would  be  required  for  the  female  prisoners  of 
the  House  of  Industry,  leaving  the  entire  main  build- 
ing for  the  male  department  and  the  Hoitse  of  Ref- 
ormation. The  number  of  commitments  during  the 
past  year  was  5670  against  2371  five  years  ago,  an  in- 
crease of  140  per  cent,  and  upwards  of  25  per  cent, 
more  than  the  number  committed  the  previous  year. 
The  average  number  of  inmates  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry for  the  past  year  was  654  against  369  five  years 
ago;  an  increase  of  more  than  70  per  cent.,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  number  will 
decrease.  On  the  contrary,  the  annexation  of  terri- 
tory, and  the  increase  of  population,  will  cause  at 
least  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  in- 
mates of  these  institutions.    • 

It  is  believed  also  that  there  will  be  a  demand  for 
the  removal  of  the  H(mse  of  Reformation,  and  this 
has  received  the  serious  consideration  of  tlie  Board. 
That  portion  of  the  building  now  used  for  this  pur- 
pose admits  of  no  suitable  classHication  of  the  boys, 
composed  of  truants  and  stubborn  children,  juvenile 
vagabonds  and  .juvenile  offenders. 

Lmialic  lloxjutul.  Reference  to  the  report  of  the 
superintendent  shows  the  number  of  patients  re- 
maining in  the  hospital  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  be 
193,  or  40  less  than  one  year  ago.  Duiing  the  year 
but  15  patients  have  been  admilited,  and  these  were 
cases  of  emergency,  eight  having  been  admitted  by 
the  Judge  of  Probate  on  account  of  extreme  old  age, 
or  physical  weakness  rendering  them  unable  to  bear 
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the  jouruey  to  Taunton.  Seventy-one  putieuts,  who 
have  a  legal  settlement  in  Boston,  and  who  under 
ordinary  circumstances  would  have  been  admitted  to 
this  hospital,  have  been  sent  to  M^orccstRr  or  Taun- 
ton. Though  in  most  cases  the  Judge  of  Probate  has 
adhered  to  the  request  of  the  Council,  contained  in 
the  order  of  December,  1871,  yet  he  has  admitted  sev- 
eral cases  to  the  South  Boston  Hospital  upon  the 
written  application  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  As  a 
natural  result  of  sending  the  city  insane  to  the  State 
hospitals,  the  number  of  inmates  at  South  Boston 
has  materially  decreased,  while  the  State  institutions 
have  been  more  crowded  and  uncomfortable  than 
before.  We  believe  that  the  number  of  inmates  in 
our  hospital  could  be  increased,  .ind  forty  more  pa- 
tients accommodated  here,  knowing  there  are  many 
cases  likely  to  be  committed  during  the  year  who  can 
be  better  provided  for  at  South  Boston  than  in  the 
crowded  hospitals  of  the  State. 

Home  of  Votrection.  The  board  are  gratified  to  be 
able  to  report  that,  under  the  faithful  and  economical 
administration  of  the  master,  this  institution  has 
continued,  as  for  four  successive  years,  to  be  not 
only  self-sustaining  but  profitable,  having,  the  past 
year,  realized  an  income  of  more  than  $3500  above 
its  expenditures. 

During  the  year  the  new  chapel  and  workshop 
building  has  been  completed,  and  has  proved  to  be 
well-adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  con- 
structed. The  project  of  heating  the  entire  prison  by 
steam,  which  has  been  discus8ed;in  former  reports  of 
the  board,  has,  duiing  the  year,  been  carried  into 
effect,  and  this  much  desu-ed  improvement  gives 
great  satisfaction,  being  more  comfortable,  cleanly. 
and  economical  than  the  former  method  of  heating 
by  stoves  in  the  prison  corridors. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  great  lack  of 
proper  cell  accommodation  for  the  priscmers.  There 
are  now  one  hundred  and  fourteen  more  male  prison- 
ers than  ceite;  forty  of  these  prisoners  are  lodged  in 
the  dormitory  over  the  brush  shop,  and  the  remain- 
der are  crowded  into  a  low,  unventilated  attic,  where 
they  are  not  only  uncomfortable,  but  where  they  can 
communicate  wirh  each  other  and  oliend  against  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  the  prison.  Though  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council  has  been  called  to  this  con- 
dition of.the  institution,  in  the  reports  of  the  board, 
for  several  years  past,  and  in  special  communica- 
tions, yet  the  Directors  feel  that  they  would  be  dere-. 
lict  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  should  they  fai)  at 
this  time  to  again  present  the  subject  in  its  true 
aspect.  The  plans  for  alterations  of  the  present 
structure,  submitted  to  the  City  Council  in  the 
summer  of  1871,  contemplated  the  erection  of  a 
block  of  cells  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  the 
present  prison,  which  would  accommodate  one 
hundred  and  thirty- six  male  prisoners;  the 
building  of  a  house  in  front  for  the  master  and  ofli- 
cers,  providing  a  guardroom  and  steam-heating  appa- 
ratus for  the  entire  prison,  remodelling  the  base- 
ment, the  removal  of  the  hospital  from  its  present 
position,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  chapel  and  work- 
shop. This  latter  building  has  been  erected  and 
steam-heating  introduced,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
plan  failed  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. The  directors  have  been  assured  by  the  parties 
who,  in  1871,  estimated  the  expense  of  this  improve- 
ment, that  the  work  can  be  completed  at  the  present 
time  for  the  same  amount  as  then.  The  present 
practice  of  confining  the  prisoners  in  'ihe  attic  and 
dormitory  is  contrary  to  the  statutes  of  the  Common- 
wealth, is  dangerous  to  the  officers  and  the  institu- 
tion, and  should  be  speedily  discontinued.  Even  in 
the  event  of  an  early  removal  of  the  institution  to 
some  other  locality,  the  proposed  enlargement  will 
be  required  to  properly  provide  for  the  prisoners 
during  tiie  occupation  of  the  present  site.  There  are 
now  iBo  more  prisoners  than  at  the  date  of  the  last 
annual  report,  and  the  number  is  steadily  increas- 
ing. 

In  the  Almshouse  Department  there  were  remain- 
ing Isl  of  May,  135  men,  71  women,  52  boys  and  aO 
girls;  the  largest  number  during  the  year  was  351; 
smallest  227:  average  28(1.  The  adult  males  were  re- 
moved to  Kaiasford  Island  on  the  22d  October  last. 
The  buildings  have  been  crowded  and  more  accom- 
modations will  be  needed.  The  females  have  been 
comfortably  provided  for  as  in  former  years.  The 
children  are  comfortably  situated  and  the  general 
health  has-been  good. 

In  the  House  of  Industry  Department,  there  are 
441  males,  269  females— total  710;  children  of  sen- 
tenced mothers,  15.  The  commitments  for  the  year 
vfere  5670;  discharged,  .5507.  The  ofl'ences  were 
mostly  for  drunkenness;  the  terms  of  sentence  be- 
ing from  1  to  18  months,  4585  being  sentenced  for 
nonpayment  of  fines  and  costs. 

The  amount  of  fines  and  costs  paid  was  $7614  61. 
The  principal  farm  products  were  105  tons  of  hay.  50 


tons  of  corn  fodder,  5  tons  squashes,  8500  bushels 
beets,  4600  bushels  onions,  250O  bushels  carrots,  800 
bushels  potatoes,  (iUO  busliels  turnips,  3000  cabbage 
heads:  and  from  the  dairy  they  had  1:^,800  gallons  of 
milk,  consumed  in  the  institution;  1820  pounds  of 
butter  vi'cr('inad<',  but  a  small  portion  of  which  was 
sold. 

The  report  of  the  Resident  Physician  shows  40 
deaths  in  the  .\lnishouse,  12  of  consumption, —and 
there  were  two  births.  In  the  House  of  Industry 
there  were  20  deaths;  and  in  the  House  of  Reforma- 
tion 3;  the  daily  average  in  the  hospitals  was  65  pa- 
tients. 

Ill  the  Lunatic  Hosjjital  there  were  22  deaths,  55 
were  discliarged,  II  recovered,  13  improved,  and  9 
not  improved.  The  general  health  of  the  patients 
has  been  good. 

In  the  House  of  Correction  there  were  remaining 
April  30,  480.  The  commitments  have  numbered  858; 
discharges  724;  286  males  are  employed  in  making 
shoes,  135  in  brush  making,  93  on  sewing  machines, 
and  38  in  the  yard;  females  on  contract  work  80; 
washing  and  ironing  24.  The  number  of  males  was 
676;  females  182;  there  were  ten  deaths. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  up. 

REPORTS   or   COMMITTEES. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  School 
Committee  that  the  City  Council  would  nurchase  a 
lot  of  land  and  erect  thereon  a  primary  school  build- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Quincy 
street,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  primary 
schoolhouse,  a  lot  of  land  on  Quincy!  street,  near 
Blue-Hill  avenue,  belonging  to  Charles  Mann,  and 
tontainiug  15,777  square  feet,  more  or  less,  also,  a  lot 
of  land  adjoining  the  same,  belonging  to  W.  S.  Ed- 
mands,  and  containing  7681  square  feet,  more  or  less; 
the  price  paid  for  said  lots  not  to  exceed  forty  ceutij 
per  square  foot. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
land  for  a  prima'-y  schoolhouse  on  Quincy  street,  near 
Blue-Hill  avenue. 

"1  he  orders  were  read  once. 

Mr.  Plyun  of  Ward  7,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and  order 
for  the  widening  of  Pearl  street,  by  taking  land  own- 
ed by  S.  S.  Perkins  at  an  expense  of  .$1414,  made  a 
report  that  Ihe  resolve  and  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  afld  the  resolve  and  order 
were  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  report  and  orders  authorizing  the  building  of 
such  an  addition  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  house  of 
JBiUgine-  Company  Sixteen,  to  accommodate  Hook  & 
Ladder  Company  Six,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $18,000; 
and  for  a  transfer  therefor  from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  in  answer  to  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  necessity  for  the  measure,  Mr.  Jones  stated 
that  the  hook  and  ladder  carriage  had  been  without  a 
house  during  the  last  year,  stored  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  from  where  the  horses  were  stabled,  and 
was  lialile  to  injury  in  its  present  place. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  orders  for 
the  purchase  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Nathaniel 
Whiting,  between  Washington  square  and  place, 
containing  1523  square  feet,  at  not  exceeding  $11  per 
foot,  and  to  erect  on  said  lot  and  those  on  each  side, 
owned  by  the  city,  a  building  for  a  steam  fire  engiite 
and  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  and  the  horses  and 
men  connected  therewith;  and  also  for  a  loan  of 
$50,000  to  be  applied  therefor,  were  taken  from  the 
table. 

Mr.  Shaw  stated  that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tablie 
was  made  by  him;  but  on  examination  of  the  Fort- 
Hill  territory  he  was  satisfied  that  the  proposed  pur- 
chase was  the  best  thing  which  can  be  done. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  0  said  the  land  leased  by  the 
city  on  Fort  Hill  would  be  at  their  disposal  on  the 
first  of  July,  and  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  pur- 
chasing land  for  an  engine  house. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16  stated  that  the  land  proposed 
to  be  purchased  was  but  a  narrow  strip  between  two 
lots  owned  by  the  city,  the  most  suitable  which  could 
be  had  for  the  purpose,  and  the  house  to  be  built 
would  be  designed  to  accommodate  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine, a  hose  carriage  and  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  made  a  similar  statement, 
the  accommodations  being  for  two  engines  besides 
the  other  carriages.  A  sub-committee  on  the  subject 
had  given  great  attention  to  a  location,  and  found 
this  desirable  from  being  on  three  streets,  of  the 
right  depth,  with  light  on  each  side,  and  available  ia 
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moving  either  way  witii  1!ie  engines  or  carriages. 
There  wasuo  lot  which  can  be  had  wliicli  is  so  availa- 
ble as  this. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inqnired  the  sitnation  ijf  the 
lots. 

Mr.  .Tones  replied  that  they  were  on  Washington 
square  and  Haniiltoii  street. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  lots  were  near  the  centre  of  Fort 
Hill,  as  it  was.  II'  the  gentleman  iToin  Ward  (1  had 
been  pi'esent  the  last  evening  he  wonid  have  heard 
the  severe  criticism  which  he  made  as  to  the  location, 
bnt  he  had  examined  it  since  that  time,  and  was  sat- 
isfied thai  it  was  the  best  location  in  that  vicinity. 
The  lot  of  Mr.  Whiting  contained  about  1(i,0()()  feet, 
between  two  lots  belonging  to  the  city,  and  it  would 
give  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage  a.  chance  to  swing 
either  way.  He  was  satisfied  the  lot  was  one  of  the 
best  which  could  be  had  at  presenr. 

The  city  had  several  acres  of  available  land  in  that 
vicinity,  but  as  that  would  be  available  for  sale,  noth- 
ing would  be  lost  by  this  purchase.  It  was  designed, 
also,  to  place  another  engine  in  Ward  .t,  and  as  this 
was  the  best  which  could  be  had  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  hoped  the  orders  v^ould  pass,  so  that  the 
work  can  be  commenced  immediately. 

Mr.  Perkins  desired  to  see  the  plan  to  know  the 
situation  of  the  lots,  and  on  his  motion  the  orders 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  orders  were  subsequently  assigned  to  Thurs- 
day evening  next,  8j^  o'clock. 

DIGNITY   OF   THE   OOUNCIL. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion :   ■ 

Whereas,  It  appears  by  the  reports  in  the  morning 
papers  of  this  day  that  exceptions,  were  taken  by 
members  of  the  School  Committee  at  their  meeting- 
last  evening  to  the  action  of  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council  in  his  capacity  as  a  membc;r  ex-ofli- 
cio  of  said  committee  in  advocating  the  cause  of  and 
voting  for  the  reelection  of  Master  Cumston;  and 
whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ccmncil  it  is  not  only 
the  right  (.regardless  of  what  may  have  been  the 
practice),  but  the  duty  of  the  President  as  such  mem- 
ber, to  take  part  in  the  doings  of  said  committee,  the 
Council  without  entering  into  or  expressing  any  opin- 
ion upon  the  merits  of  this  individual  case,  hereby 
declares  its  approval  nf  his  course  in  taking  such  ac- 
tion in  the  premises  as  his  own  judgment  dictated 
to  him  to  be  right  and  proper. 

Mr.  Shaw  read  from  the  Advertiser  the  portion  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  School  Committee  which  re- 
lated to  the  reflections  upon  the  ccmduct  of  the 
President  of  the  Council,  and  stated  that  he  offered 
the  order  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the  dignity 
of  the  Council  by  sustaining  the  course  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  a  member  of  the  committee  representing  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  the  Council  was  un- 
prepared for  action  on  the  question,  and  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  mover  as  to  the  necessity  of  passing 
the  resolution.  He  did  not  think  they  were  called 
upon  to  act,  and  it  would  be  in  bad  taste  to  do  so,  in- 
asmuch as  the  action  of  the  School  Committee  sus- 
tained the  course  of  the  president,  and  vindicated 
him  from  the  aspersions  of  one  member.  The  vote 
of  the  committee  was  a  very  proper  one,  andjit  cohered 
the  whole  ground.  It  would  hardly  be  proper  to  take 
up  the  criticism  of  one  member  when  all  the  others 
were  opposed  to  his  course. 

Mr.  Klynn  of  Ward  7  said  that  while  he  sympa- 
thized with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  in  regard  to 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Council,  but  as  the 
President  had  snstained  that  honor  and  dignity  there 
was  no  need  to  pass  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  objectionable  rifinark  was 
made  by  one  member  only,  and  the  apology  for  it  was 
that  it  was  made  through  ignorance  of  the  light  of 
the  President  of  the  Council  as  a  member.  It  was  so 
understood  by  the  whole  board.  The  Chaii-  defended 
the  diunity  of  the  office,  instantly,  without  delay, 
and  his  defence  received  the  approval  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  in  view  of  the  feelings  of 
the  Chair  in  regard  to  the  resolution,  moved  its  in- 
definite postponement. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  offered  the  resolution  not  without 
reflection,  and  in  view  of  the  principle  involved,  in 
which  the  same  indignity  might  be  repeated,  applied 
equally  to  the  Mayor,  he  thought  the  reijsolution 
should  be  passed  in  vindicating  the  dignity  of  the 
Council.  It  was  quite  time,  he  believed,  snch  re- 
flections should  be  stopped.  It  was  due  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Council  that  he  should  act  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  because  it  was 
right. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  (i  believed  it  quite  un- 
necessary to  take  action  upon  the  subject,  since  the 


President  vindicated  his  position,  and  that  ended  the 
whole  controversy.  It  would  then  be  in  poor  taste  to 
take  any  part  in  snch  a  controversy.  He  did  not 
consider  the  Prc-'ident  to  be  especially  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Council,  m  the  committee,  but  as  on 
a  footing  with  other  members,  and  his  reply  vin- 
dicated his  I'ights  as  a  member  of  the  Council' much 
better  than  tiiey  could  do.  There  was  no  diii'erence 
of  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  there  was  no  necessity 
for  passing  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Malian  of  Ward  5  did  not  think  ii  necessary  to 
pass  the  resolution,  because  the  President  wa.?  com- 
petent to  take  care  of  himself.  He  had  tested  his 
competency  under  the  same  blanket  and  in  the  same 
tent,  and  no  one  would  be  more  glad  than  himself  to 
indorse  the  President  if  there  was  any  necessity  for 
it.  ''W  here  ignorance  is  bliss  "t  is  folly  to  be  wise," 
and  as  the  President  is  amply  able  to  take  care  of 
himself,  he  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
sustained,  when  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
was  carried  without  dissent. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  rejjorts  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Burrill  Claim  were  taken  up, 
and  their  consideration  assigned  to  Thursday  evening 
iie.xt,  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order,  which  was 
read  once,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  clock  tower 
on  the  Ticknor  Schoolhouse,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $700. 

REORGANIZATION   OF   THE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9.  the  reference  to 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  of  message  from  the 
Mayor,  transmitting  a  communication  on  the  neces-' 
sity  of  greater  etlicieiicy  of  the  Fire  Department 
from  the  representatives  of  various  insurance  com- 
panies which  sustained  losses  from  fire  of  30th  ult., 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Page  moved  to  amend  by  referring  the  message 
to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
Mayor's  message  and  the  communication  of  the  un- 
derwriters, and  after  they  were  read  he  said  he 
believed  they  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department,  where  most  of  the  sub.iects  re- 
ferred to  had  been  discussed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  cited  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  as  being  in  favor  of  the  reference  to  the 
Coi'^niitlee  on  1,he  Fire  Dejiartinent  after  the  subjeet. 
had  been  discussed  there. 

Mr.  Jones  hoped  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  special 
committee  would  not  prevail.  Already  nearly  all  the 
matters  suggested  by  the  underwriters  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department, 
and  that  committee  was  mainly  composed  of  those 
who  had  seen  service  in  the  department  and  knew  its 
wants,  weaknesses  and  shortcomings.  It  would  not 
be  long  to  get  at  all  of  the  matters,  and  if  it  should 
lie  over  they  would  not  long  see  the  necessity  for  any 
acl;ion. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  should  vote  against  the  motion, 
because  the  joint  special  cominittee  had  one  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  that  of  the  reorganization 
,  of  the  Fire  Department.  Everybody  was  sick  and 
tired  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  he  would  not  refer 
the  question  of  hydrants  to  the  special  committee, 
for  such  things  would  oidy  bring  delay,  when  they 
wanted  rapid  and  intelligent  action. 

Mr.  Jones  said  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
had  referred  several  essential  inattei's  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  who  had  not,  as  he  supposed, 
found  time  to  consider  them;  but  which  would  in- 
crease the  elficiency  of  the  department,  which  the 
gentleman  so  much  desired.  The  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  were  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  city,  as' 
much  so  as  any  other  committee,  and  as  a  member  he 
had  worked  hard  for  the  better  government  of  the 
department.  Let  these  little  matters  be  done  to  make 
up  the  wliole  aggregate  of  efficiency  as  he  had  done, 
and  there  would  not  be  so  much  complaint. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  ^V'ard  5  hfiped  they  would  not 
distrust  a  committee  of  tlie  Council,  by  tak- 
ing their  proper  woric  away  from  them.  When  a 
member  of  a  committee  says  the  con.  mittee  have 
acted  upon  certain  subjects,  it  should  be  suificient; 
and  he  could  not  believe  the  Council  would  refuse  a 
reference  of  this  matter'  to  that  ccnnuiittee.  On  the 
committee  there  weii'  f(Uir  i)raclical  lirenien,  and  he 
did  not  believe  the  people  were  sick  and  tired  of  the 
Fire  Department,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  ti  had 
said  they  were.  There  were  no  braver  or  more  de- 
termined set  of  tiremen  to  be  found  than  were  those 
of  the  Boston  h'ire  Deiiarlinent. 

Ml-.  Malian  fiirtlier  vindicated  the  character  of  the 
Fire  Deoartmciit,  and  believed  it  wrong  to  say  the 
people  were  sict:  and  tired  of  tfiem.  It  might  be  well 
enough  for  the  white-vest  and  silk-gloves  citizens  to 
find  fault,  but  none  who   knew  the  firemen  and  had. 


257 


COMMON     cotJisroiL. 


worked  with  them  would  deny  that  they  were  the  fin- 
est set  of  men.  It  was  shameful  and  wrong  for  one 
man  to  attempt  to  dictate  what  should  be  done,  when 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Deparlment  know  best  what 
should  be  done.  Let  the  gentleman  talk  with  those 
who  pile  up  their  stores  so  high,  to  get  more  money, 
as  to  make  them  dangerous  in  cases  of  fire,  and  he 
will  be  of  more  service.  It  was  not  in  accordance 
with  decency  and  courtesy  so  to  malign  the  firemen. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  take  back 
any  words  which  he  had  used,  but,  in  speaking  of  the 
Fire  Department,  he  meant  the  head  of  it.  At  the 
meeting  of  underwriters,  the  Chief  is  reported  as 
having  said  that  he  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  but  the  ditliculty 
was  with  the  red  tape  of  the  City  Council.  In  his 
experience  of  three  years  in  the  Council  he  had 
never  known  of  a  vote  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Deparfmeut  which  was  not  adopted,  but  the  Chief 
lets  the  committee  alone  and  throws  thtJ  results  of 
his  incapacity  upon  the  Council. 

Nst  satisfied  with  that  statement  here,  some  ad- 
mirer of  the  Chief  made  a  similar  statement  in  New 
York,  that  the  inefficiency  of  the  Fire  Department 
was  due  to  the  City  Council.  He  had  always  tried  to 
vote  intelligibly  upon  all  measures  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  department,  and  had  never  voted  against 
any  recommendations  of  the  committee.  The  peo- 
ple demanded  changes  in  the  department,  and  the 
Chief  should  ret-ign  and  give  waj'  to  some  one  in 
whom  the  people  had  confidence.  He  had  never 
climbed  ladders  or  held  the  hose,  but  meaut  to  do  his 
duty  and  criticise  whatever  deserved  criticism. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  as  an  instance  of  failure  to 
follow  the  recommendations  of  the  committee,  stated 
that  the  Council  cut  down  the  appropriation  last  year 
$40,000. 

Mr.  Jones  said  it  was  likely  Mr.  Damrell  might 
have  done  wrong  sometimes,  but  it  was  true  that  he 
had  for  years  made  recommendations  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  etficiency  of  the  department,  many 
of  which  were  unheeded.  His  reports  would  show 
that.  Abuses  had  been  showered  upon  the  Fire  De- 
partment by  those  who  had  not  swallowed  smoke  nor 
chewed  cinders,  but  he  assumed  they  were  as  efficient 
as  any  firemen  in  the  country.  The  Chief  could  not 
repori  over  the  committee,  and  if  his  suggestions 
were  net  carried  out,  he  had  only  to  repeat  them  from 
year  to  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  did  not  believe  there  was  any  necessity 
to  get  into  fever  heat  in  defence  of  the  firemen,  as 
his  colleague  had,  for  not  even  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  had  said  anything  against  them.  The  order 
offered  by  him  was  upon  a  reorganization  of  the 
Fire  Department,  and  did  not  refer  to  persons.  Yet 
he  proposed  hereafter  to  refer  to  names.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  this  matter  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Departmedt.  The  special  committee 
has  under  consideration  the  subject  of  reorganiza- 
tion, on  principle  and  measures,  and  not  a  reference 
to  men.  In  his  inquiries  on  the  subject  he  had 
learned  that  the  Fire  Department  of  Boston,  for  300,- 
000  inhabitants,  cost  more  than  that  of  London,  of 
£78,000,  for  3,000,000  inhabitants. 

If  such  is  the  fact,  that  we  have  so  expensive  a  de- 
partment, it  may  be  a  question  whether  the  money  is 
properly  expended.  The  question  as  to  measures 
and  not  who  shall  be  the  head  is  the  one  before  the 
committee;  the  mode  of  reorganization,  but  not  the 
stepd  to  correct  and  change  cerfain  matters  not  af- 
fecting organization,  are  to  be  considered  by  them. 
One  question  is,  whether  it  is  not  absolutely  necessa- 
ry to  have  a  higher  head  of  water,  as  was  suggested 
by  him  when  the  reservoir  on  Parker  Hill  was  consid- 
ered. He  had  been  told  by  a  practical  engineer,  that 
in  the  draft  upon  a  hydrant  in  front  of  the  City  Hall 


today,  by  a  two  and  one-half  inch  pipe,  there  was  a 
failure  in  the  supply  of  water. 

The  special  committee  were  to  receive  light  from 
the  people  as  to  what  is  necessary  to  make  the  depart- 
meiit  efficient.  To  get  light  he  had  sent  to  other 
cities  t  J  ascertain  facts  about  the  organization  and 
cost  of  departments.  This  department  might  be  re- 
organized, althoitgh  even.every  man  in  it  should  be  re- 
tained. It  was  not  necessary  in  that  respect  to  dis- 
cuss Mr.  Damrell. 

Mr.  Page  said  lie  made  the  motion  to  refer  to  a 
special  committee,  not  thinking  it  would  produce 
such  a  debate,  but  because  he  thought  it  appropriate 
to  the  committee.  He  would,  however,  withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  reference  to  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
was  concurred  in. 

ORDER  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered.  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department  he  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
to  emply  a  stenographic  reporter;  the  expense  of  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  tlie  appropriation  for  Incidental 
Expenses. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  1(5  offered  the  following  order; 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized 
to  make  the  necessarv  repairs  and  alterations  on  the 
fire-boat  William  M.  Flanders;  the  expense  thereof 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  the  necessity  for  the 
proposed  expenditure. 

Mr.  Burt  replied  that  guards  were  required  about 
the  deck,  and  two  more  berths  were  proposed, the  ex- 
pense of  which  would  nor  be  heavy. 

Mr.  Pease  stated  that  another  propeller  was  desired, 
besides  the  putting  up  of  guards. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  a  recommitment  to  the  commit- 
tee with  instructions  to  report  the  cost,  which  was 
carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  order  es- 
tablishing the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Law  De- 
partment was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  b  believed  the  original  order 
to  be  preferable  to  that  under  consideration,  and  that 
the  service  of  the  assistants  would  not  be  better  per- 
formed by  classifying  them  and  of  making  a  destinc- 
lion  between  the  salaries  of  the  first  and  second  as- 
sistants. One  of  them  was  senior  by  the  length  of 
time  as  an  assistant,  while  the  other,  who  it  was  sup- 
posed would  be  senior,  conducts  the  cases  in  courts, 
and  it  would  devolve  upon  the  City  Solicitor  the  un- 
pleasant duty  of  making  a  choice  between  the  elder 
in  office  and  the  elder  at  the  bar,  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  necessary  to  designate  the  assistants,  as 
proposed,  and  it  would  be  belter  to  allow  it  to  remain 
as  it  is,  to  determine  whether  the  new  arrangement 
works  well.  He  moved  to  substitute  the  original 
order  for  that  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  said  it  was  stated  when 
this  subject  was  up  before,  that  the  second  assistant 
received  certain  perquisites  in  writing  out  deeds, 
which  made  his  pay  equal  to  that  of  the  first. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  Vi  said  the  matter  had  been  sub- 
ject to  a  lengthy  discussion,  and  the  grades  were  be- 
lieved to  be  necessary  on  account  of  having  three  as- 
sistauts.  Such  perquisites  as  were  received  by  Mr. 
Stackpole  were  divided  among  all  the  assistants, 
while  those  received  for  making  deeds  belonged  en- 
tirely to  the  one  who  makes  them. 

Mr.  Perkins  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  order 
was  passed  fixing  the  salary  of  the  City  Solicitor  at 
ftiOOO;  for  the  Assistant,  $3000;  Second  Assistant 
$2500;  Third  Assistant,  .$2000;  Clerk,  $1500. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    33,    1873. 

The  I'egiilar  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  AUler- 
men  was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock.  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  chairman,  presiding. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE    AND    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— Oliver  A. 
Perry,  Church  of  Christian  Evangelist;  CharlesW. 
Payne,  Dorchester  avenue  and  Swan  street;  Bailey 
Wardwell,  Roby  and  Goodnow's  wharves;  Jonathan 
Pierce.  Long  Island  Steamboat  Company  ;iKichard  T. 
Bolton,  the  same;  Isaac  R.  Hart,  David  Cilapp.  Oecar 
W.  Cobb,  Robert  White,  Charles  Porter,  John  M. 
Irvin,  Freeman  Merriam,  for  Washington  Market; 
John  J.  Murphy,  new  market,  India  street;  C.  B. 
Patten,  Savin  Hill;  George  W.  Peck,  Congregational 
House;  Erving  L.  Eastman,  Pine  street  and  its 
vicinity;  Charles  W.  Barton,  Boston,  Hartford  &Erie 
Passenger  Depot;  George  H.  McDonald,  Pearl  street 
and  its  vicinity;  Henry  T.Butler,  Linden  Park  and  its 
vicinity;  George  O.  Carpenter. 

Members  of  the  Fire  Department— John  Brown,  Jr. , 
Edward  L.  Barnes,  Ben.iamin  W.  Dean,  Edwin  B. 
Swardkins,  as  hosemen;  Daniel  H.  Twist,  as  driver; 
John  Winnett,  as  hosemen— severally  to  take  effect 
1st  July,  1873. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Robert  Hale. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

J.  W.  Kimball,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Paris  street,  near  Porter  street. 

O.  D.  Dana,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Story  street,  rear  Fifth  street  and 
near  G  street. 

Amos  A.  Stevens  and  others,  against  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  stable  by  D.  W.  Parmenter,  at  81  Condor 
street. 

6.  H.  Barker,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Saratoga  street,  between  Moore 
and  Byron  streets. 

W.  R.  Gerrish,  for  leave  to  occupj  a  wooden  stable . 
for  live  horses  on  Atlantic  street,  west  side. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

R.  G.  Norris  and  others,  that  the  portion  of  Broad 
street  within  the  burnt  district  may  be  watered  by 
the  city. 

Isaac  P.  Langworthy  and  others,  that  Beacon  street 
be  renumbered  from  Tremont  street  to  Somerset 
street. 

Wilder  M.  Bush  and  others,  that  curbstones  and 
concrete  sidewalks  be  laid  on  Autumn  street. 

Michael  McNamara  and  others,  that  edgestones  be 
set  on  Broadway  l)etween  N  and  O  streets. 

C.  Schwaar  and  others,  for  the  removal  of  the  steps 
at  No.  47  Maverick  square. 

A.  S.  Beinis,  that  VV'altham-street  sidewalks  be- 
tween Shawmut  avenue  and  Tromont  street  be 
widened  to  protect  the  trees. 

Ogden  Codmau  and  others,  that  the  name  of  Lin- 
dall  street  be  changed  to  Exchange  place. 

James  Townsend  and  others,  that  edgestones  be 
laid  on  White  street,  from  Puluam  to  Trenton  street. 

Francis  C.  Hersey  and  others,  that  the  name  of 
Dorchester  street  be  changed  to  Summit  avenue. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

George  C.  Patterson  and  others,  for  leave  to  form 
an  eneine  company  in  Ward  ti.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department  on  part  of  this  board. 

J.  R.  Bigelow,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
beyond  the  legal  limits.  Refeired  to  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildnigs. 

Alderman  Quincy  presented  the  following  petitions 
for  a  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department; 
Pierce,  Hardy  &  Co.  J.  C.  Burrage  &  Co. 

March  Brothers,  Pierce  &  Prescott,  Wood  &  Dyer. 

Co.  Williams  &  Everett,  and  Hi 

Litchfield  &  Pope.  others. 

Kuowles  &  Leland,  and  168  Boston  Gas  Light  Co. 

others.  Raud,  Avery  &  Co. 

James  L.  Little  &  Co.  Henry  F.  Miller. 

Francis    Jaques,    and    198  Parsons  &  Tori-ey,  and   170 

others. 
Little,  Brown  &  Co. 
John  B.  Alley  &  Co. 
lessewall.  Day  &  Co. 

Thomas  E;.  Proctor,  and  172 

others. 
Henry  J.  Nazro. 
W111C0X&  Gibbs  Sewing  Ma-  Lalcd,  Cushlng  &  Daniels. 

chine  Co.  Charles  C.  Hothrook:,  and  221 

Smith  American  Organ  Co 


others. 
Peter  C.  Brooks. 
Nathaniel  Thayer. 
William  F.   Weld,   and 

others. 
Doe  &  Hunnewcll. 
James  A.  Riedell  &  Co. 


others. 
Daniel  N.  Haskell. 
A.  W.  Austin. 
Ben.iamin  James. 
Wainwright  &  Amory,  and 
and     256  others. 
Augustus  Russ. 
Samuel  Wells. 
Francis  W.  Palfrey  and  176  Ed\vardBangB,and211  others, 
others.  John  H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co. 


and  132  others. 
Ordway,  Blodgett  &  Co. 
D.  C.  Griswold  &  Co. 
Rhodes,  Ripley  &  Co. 
James  S.  Stone  &  Co., 

144  others. 
Oliver  Dltson  &  Co. 


In  all  2214  busines  firms  and  individuals,  and  repre- 
senting over  2500  citizens  and  taxpayers. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Reorganization  of  Fire 
Uepartment. 

ABATEMENT   OF   A   NUISANCE. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Board  of  Health: 

7'o  Hi"  IIoiio')-  flic  Mdijnr  aiuf.  fhe  Cihj  Council  of 
BoslOih:  Gentlemen — From  separate  reports  coining 
to  us  from  various  persons,  ana  of  our  own  knowl- 
edge, we  are  satisfied  that  there  now  exists  an  offen- 
sive and  dangerous  nuisance,  consisting  of  stagnant 
watei-,  on  teriitory  situated  southwesterly  from  Rug- 
gles  street,  and  between  Parker  and  Tremont  .stieets, 
in  Ward  1.5.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  immediate 
raeasuri's  should  be  taken  to  abate  said  nuisance,  and 
we  earnestly  recommend  that  the  City  Council  take 
action  at  once  by  putting  in  force  Chapter  312  of  the 
.acts  of  ISVJ;  that  being,  in  oiir  opinion,  the  only 
way  of  abating  said  nuisance. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Cammittee  on  the 
Sulfolk-street  and  Ruggles-street  districts. 

REPORT   OP   THE   OAS    INSPECTOR. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  in  replj  to  an 
order  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  standard  of  gas 
in  this  city  : 

Office  of  Gas  Inspection,  ( 
Bo>;t()N,  June  18,  1873.       ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  ]\l,iyoi-  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston — In  comi.'liance  witli  your  request  of 
May  12,  I  present  the  following  report  on  the  gas 
furnished  by  the  various  companies  within  the  limits 
of  the  city  of  Boston: 

Name  of  Co.       Candle  Power.  Sulpher. 

Boston 18.3  candles,       20.1  grains  per  lUO. 

Soutli  Boston l.'j.l       "  13.1  cubic  fi'el  of  gas. 

K:isl,  r.iiston 14.4       "  18.5 

Doi-elicKter 15.6       "  26.0 

Roxl)iiry 15.4        "  

In  taking  the  "candle  power"  of  a  ga:'  it  was  burned 
in  an  Argand  burner  wilh  a  seven-incli  chimney,  and 
at  the  rate  of  live  feet  per  hour,  and  was  compared 
with  a  standard  candle  burning  at  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  grains  per  hour.  The  mininiura 
legal  "candle  power"  is  twelve  candles.  The  gas  of 
the  Boston  and  East  Boston  conipanii  s  was  tested  at 
a  point  about  one  mile  distant  from  the  works.  The 
gas  of  the  otlier  companies  was  tested  at  the  works, 
which  is  a  less  desirnhle  place  for  testing. 

As  carbonic  acid  (C02)  is  an  impurity  only  so  far  as 
it  affects  the  candle  power,  it  was  not  determined,  as 
the  candle  power  v/as  found  above  the  legal  standard. 

Only  traces  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  (H2S)  were 
discovered  in  any  of  the  gases  examined,  the  sulphur 
existing  in  some  other  form,  probably  as  bisulphide 
of  carbon  (CS2)  or  possibly  as  some  snlphuretled 
hydrocarbon.  The  maximum  amount  of  sulphur  al- 
lowed by  tlu!  Loudon  referees  is  twenty  grains  per 
one  hundred  cubic  feet  of  gas.  Sulphur  is  the  most 
objectionable  impurity  that  coal  gas  contains,  and  it 
is  very  difficult  to  remove  it  entirely  from  gas.  The 
sulphur  in  the  gas  manufactured  by  the  Roxbury 
company  was  not  d<'tormined,  as  their  meter  prover, 
which  is  necessary  in  ranking  the  determination,  was 
out  of  repair. 

The  amount  of  ammonia  (NH3)  has  been  deter- 
mined only  in  the  Boston  gas,  as  the  determination  is 
tedious  ;ind  as  I  had  considered  that  a  small  amount 
of  ammonia  would  be  quite  unobjectionable.  Quite 
lately,  however,  I  have  made  experiments  which  show 
that  a  small  part  of  I  he  ammonia  is  converted  into 
one  of  the  higher  oxides  of  nitrogen,  which  are  quite 
corrosive.  The  Boston  gas  contained  eight  (8)  grains 
of  ammonia  (NI13)  per  one  hundred  feet. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  to  add  that  during  the  past 
winter  the  amount  has  been  two  and  three  grains  per 
one  hundred  feet  of  gas.  Judging  by  the  colorations 
produced  on  litmus  paiier  the  other  gases  contain  as 
much  and  probably  more  ammonia  than  the  Boston 
gas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  W.  Hinman, 
State  Inspector  of  Gas  and  Gas  Meters. 

Ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE   EXTENSION. 

To  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  Honorable  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  said  City— The  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Corporation  gives  notice  that  it 
is  now  ready  to  surrender  and  does  hereby  surrender 
to  the  city  of  Boston  .all  the  remaining  lands  con- 
veyed by  s.aid  company  to  said  city  by  their  indenture 
dated  September  30,  1871,  the  occupation  whereof 
has  been  heretofore  reserved  by  said  corporation, 
under  the  provisions  of  said  indenture; 

And  thereupon  said  corporation  respectfully  asks 
payment  of  the  sum  of  .f:S25,000,  the  balance  due 
under  said  indenture; 

And  also  that,  saict  citj'^  convey  to  said  corporation 
all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  city  in  that  part 
of  Church  street  lying  between  the  northerly  line  of 
Columbus  avenue  extended  and  Providence  street, 
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heretofore    flipcontiniiecl,    as    provided    in    said    in- 
denture. 

Boston  &  Phovidence  Railuoad  Company, 
By  W.  G.  KussBLi;,  its  Solicitor. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  down. 

Alderiniiii  Clark  oiiered  tlic  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  Boston  &  I'rov- 
idonce  Railroad  Corporation  the  sum  of  .'};,'W,'),0()i).  b<^ 
ing  the  balance  due  said  corporation  in  full  for  land 
purchased  for  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue,  as 
set  forth  in  the  indenture  between  the  city  of  Boston 
and  said  corporation,  dated  Sept.  30,  1871;  said  cor- 
poration to  give  the  city  areceipt  for  the  same  satis- 
factory to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropruition  for  the  E.xtensiou  of 
Columbus  avenue. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  conditions  relating 
to  the  indenture  with  the  railroad  comi)any  expire 
on  the  29th  June,  and  as  the  money  li.id  lieen  appro- 
priated, and  the  interest  would  amount  to  $.50  a  day, 
he  asked  for  its  passage  at  this  time. 

The  order  was  passed. 

The  following  order  was  also  passed: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  release  and  convey  to  the 
Boston  &  Providence  RailroaJ  Cori)bration  all  the 
right,  title  and  inUtrest  of  the  ('ity  of  Boston  in  tliat 
part  of  Church  street  between  Colnmbu.s  avenue  and 
Providence  street,  which  was  discontinued  by  the 
;B<)ard  of  Street  Commissioners  by  a  resolve  of  Nov. 
10,  1H71,  in  accordance  with  an  agreement  of  the  city 
contained  in  its  indenture  with  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
denoe  Itajlroad  Corporation,  dated  Sept.  30,  1871;  said 
conveyance  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor. 

HEARINGS   ON   OEDEKR   OP    NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  the  several  orders  of  notice  on  the 
proposed  construction  of  sewers  iu  .Arch  street,  be- 
tween Milk  and  B'ranklin  .streets;  in  Boltini  street, 
between  D  and  E  streels;  in  Clinton  street,  between 
Blackstone  street  and  Merchants'  row;  and  on  Silver 
street,  between  A  and  B  streets,  wore  taken  up.  No 
person  appeared  in  relation  thereto  and  the  reports 
were  recommitted. 

The  hearing  on  the  order  of  notice  on  petition  of 
J.  F.  Keating,  for  leave  to  locate  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  at  No.  ;i3  Lancaster  street,  was  taken  up.  A 
remonstrance  was  presented  from  A.  M.  Vance  and 
others,  again.«t  the  said  location  of  a  steam  engine 
iajl4  Ijpjier,  on  the  ground  t'iiat  it  would  so  increase, 
jthe  rates  of  insurance  that  rhey  would  be  obliged  to 
abandon  tiu'  premises  now  occupied  by  them. 

\').  W.  -Tames  appeared  for  remonstrants,  stating 
that  if  the  petitippcr  b(!  allowed  to  put  up  a  steam 
ibolifr  find  engine,  as  proposed,  the  occupants  of 
buildings  in  the  vicinity  would  not  be  able  to  obtain 
insijraiico  at  less  than  flve  per  cent.  The  petitioner 
had  already  bpep  burnt  out-  four  times,  and  should 
pot  be  allowed  to  nsc  a  boiler  and  engine  except  in  a 
secure  brick  building. 

A,  M.  Vance,  a  remonstrant,  stated  that  ho  was  a 
dealer  in  lumber,  second-hand  doors  and  other  arti- 
cles, and,  to  make  his  own  business  more  secure,  had 
reconstructed  the  building  occupied  by  him.  and,  as 
there  were  many  other  buildings,  stores,  dwelling 
houses,  barn  for  storage  of  hay  and  a  schoolhouse  iu 
the  vicinity,  the  whole  neighborhood  would  be, en- 
dangered by  liu'  location.  It  was  a  questicm  whether 
insurance  could  be  obtained  on  his  building  under 
such  circumstances,  and  it  would  be  agaimst  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  to  grant  the  jietifion. 

Mr.  Spinney,  owner  of  the  building  occupied  by 
>Jr.  Vance,  did  not  doubt  he  should  be  obliged  to  pay 
40fjble  his  present  rates  of  insurance,  now  2}4  per 
cefit.j  and  stated  that  Mr.  Keating  had  applied  to  Mr 
Washbljrf)  for  the  use  of  his  building,  but  was  re- 
fused o()  ap.connt  of  his  misfortunes  froin  fire. 

Mr.  James  further  stated  that  he  had  been  assured 
that  eight  per  cent,  would  bp.  charged  as  insiwance  on 
Mr.  Vance's  property,  should  this  petition  Ik-  granted. 
Jle  was  satisfied,  however,  that  should  the  compiittee 
of  the  board  visit  the  premises,  the  petitiop  would 
not  be  granted. 

The  report  was  recommitted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  report  and  order  to  cancel  bonds  held  by  Ivory 
Bean  and  John  S,  Dnnlap  for  certain  lots  of  land  on 
Dedhani  street,  for  ntni-compliance  with  conditions 
of  sale,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  a  second 
time  and  passed: 

Report  and  order  to  notify  the  MetropoHtan  Rail- 
road Company  to  remove  their  tracks  from  Waltham 
street,  and  put  the  said  street  in  aood  order. 

Order  to  pave  Fleet  street,  between  Hanover  and 
Commercial  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  ,tlO,000. 

Order  to  pave  Pleasant  street,  from  Park  squaie  to 
Tremont  stre'et,  with  small  granite  blocks,  at  an  csti- 
niuted  cost  of  $17,000. 

Ordei  to  expend   a  sum  not  exceeding   $2000  for 


water  and  gas  pipes  and  repairs  to  machinery  oh 
Broadway  Bridge. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  gravel 
the  roadway  on  Emerson  street,  between  Fourth  and 
L  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3000. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  lay  sidewalks  on  Gold 
street,  from  ,B  to  C  street,  aud  from  D  to  E  streets, 
and  to  pave  roadway  with  wood,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  .$8000. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks  aud  pave 
thi^  roadway  on  Boweu  street  with  wood,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  .$-1000. 

Order  to  pave  roadway  of  Waltham  street  adjacent 
to  tile  Frankliu  Schoolhouse  with  wood,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  .$1700. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks  and  pave 
roadway  with  wood  on  Silver  street,  from  Dorchester 
avenue  to  B  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $8000. 

Alderman  Olbsoij  raised  the  question  as  to  the 
policy  of  paving  the  streets  in  South  Boston  named 
in  the  above  orders,  with  wood,  believing  that  such 
paving,  not  burnettized,  would  not  last  more  than 
three  or  four  years. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  the  streets  in  ques- 
tion were  but  twenty-foot  streets,  and  the  prin- 
cipal reason  for  paving  them  with  wood  was  of  a 
sanitary  cliaracter.  The  streets  had  been  nui.sances 
for  years,  aud  as  narrow  streets  it  was  believed  they 
were  .iust  the  ones  to  i)e  paved  with  wood,  if  wood 
pavement  was  to  be  used  anywhere.  There  was  but 
little  travel  on  such  streets  except  by  milk  carts  and 
other  carts  for  household  supplies. 

Alderman  Gibson  stated  that  he  had  noticed  a  large 
quantity  of  cobl)le  sl.t)ues,  convenient  for  use,  at  one 
of  the  bridges  to  South  Boston,  aud  further  objec- 
tions were  made  by  him  to  the  use  of  wood  piave- 
ment. 

PAPERS  FEOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  Lee,  Higginson  &  Co,  and  2500 
others,  A.  C.  Wellington  &  Co.  and  of  Campbell  & 
Brooks  were  severally  referred,  iu  concurrence. 

The  annual  report  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions (City  Doc.  No.  70)  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file. 

An  order  for  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  to 
make  repairs  on  steam  lire  boat  William  M.  Flanders 
was  referred,  in  concurrence,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department,  with  instructions  to  report  the  eJjti- 
mated  cost. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  for  Committee  on  Reorganization  of  the 
Fire  Department  to  employ  a  shorthand  reporter,  and 
to  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Report  of  Join.t  Committee  on  Streets  in  favor  of 
the  widening  of  Pearl  street,  and  passage  of  resolve 
and  order  to  widen  Pearl  street. 

Order  establishing  the  salaries  of  City  Solicitor's 
oflice.  as  follows:  City  Solicitor,  .$(1000  per  annum; 
First  Assistant,  $3000;  Second  Assistant,  $2500;  Third 
Assistant,  .$2000;  Clerk,  $1500. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  of  Alderman  Stcbbins,  it 
was  stated  that  the  increased  salaries  take  effect  from 
the  1st  April  last. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  the  building  of  such 
an  addition  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  house  of 
Entjine  Company  Sixteen,  to  accommodate  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  Six,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .$18,000; 
and  for  a  transfer  therefor  from  the  Reserved  D'und. 

HEPOllTS   OP   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
reported  in  favor  of  a  license  to  Edward  N.  Mul- 
len to  exhibit  a  pedi'strian  match  at  the  base-ball 
grounds  July  2,  and  to  sundry  persons  as  victuallers. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  in  favor  of  renewal  of  licenses  as  auction- 
eers, as  follows  :  Samuel  Hatch  &  Co.,  N.  A. 
Thompson  &  Cor.  J.  K.  Porter  &  Co.,  George 
I!.  Ilichboru  &  Co.,  Cowing  &  Hatch,  Samuel 
A.  Walker,  John  H.  Lester,  George  B.  Paunce, 
Holbrook  &  Fo.k,  Sullivan  &  Macdonald,  George 
F.  Huuting,  Charles  C.  Homer,  Newman  &  Per- 
rin,  Patrick  Kilroy,  Charles  S.  Blood;  also  for  a 
license  to  David  S.  Roberts.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  (Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
the  Committee  of  thi^  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Streets 
for  an  additional  loan  of  $10,000,  to  be  added  to  the 
loan  for  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue,  made-  a 
rcjiort  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  r(^port  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Ald(!rman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  icferrod  the  petition  of  William  Evapa 
aud  others  that  Trcmout  street  be  widened  by  tak- 
ing a  i)art  of  ll-.c  mall  on  tlie  Common,  made  a  report 
that  in  their  opinicni  the  |)ublic  travel  on  Tremont 
street  would  be  greatly  facilifalcd  by  removing  the 
sidewalk  adjoining  the  Connuon  and  putting  that 
portion  of  the  street  in  a  projjcr  condition  for  the 
passage  of  vehicles.     The  committee  would  there- 
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fore  respectfully  recommoiicT  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Tliat  th(^  Superuileiidciit  of  Streets  ln' 
directed  to  remove  the  sidewalk  on  the  westerly  sidt- 
of  Tremont  street,  Ijetween  Pai-k  street  and  Boylston 
street,  and  put  that  portion  of  f,he  street  in  a  proper 
condition  for  the  passage  of  vehicles. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paviiij;, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Pratt  & 
Wentworth  and  others,  thatPynchon  street  be  paved, 
from  Heath  to  Tremont  street,  and  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  others  for  a  revocation  of  location  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on  Deai'born 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  tlie  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  M.  J.  Platley  for  an  extension  of  lime  in 
whicl)  to  bnild  on  East  Newton  stri^et,  made  a  report 
recommendinH  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  bnildiug  npcm  two  lots 
of  land  on  East  Newton  street,  as  pnrchased  of  the 
city  by  M.  J.  Flatley,  be  extended  to  Jnly  1,  1874, 
upon  his  paying  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands  the  sum  of  fiOO  within  ten  days  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael  Scanlan 
for  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  bnild  on  Fourth. 
near  N  street,  made  a  i-eport  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  Imildintr  upon  the  lot 
of  land  on  Fourth  near  N  sti'eet.  as  sold  by  the  city 
to  Michael  Scanlan  Jnly  1,  1871,  be  extended  to  July 
1,  1874,  upon  his  paying  lo  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  I^ands  the  sum  of  .$100  within  ten  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Howard  A.  Doe, 
for  an  exten.sion  of  time  iu  which  lo  hnild  on  Broad- 
way, between  L  and  M  streets,  isubmitted  a  report  as 
follows: 

The  committee  learn,  from  the  statement  made  to 
them  by  the  petitioner,  that  he  has  been  prevented 
from  building  within  the  time  lequired  of  him  from 
the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  walls  of  the 
building  erected  on  the  adjoining  lot  vve)-e  built,  as 
it  was  vei'y  unsafe  for  any  one  lo  be  at  work  near  the 
same  while  in  said  condition.  Tliat  a  portion  of  the 
wall  did  fall  down,  and  the  delay  occasioned  therchy 
is  the  reason  of  bis  asking  for  further  time  in  w  hieh 
to  build. 

The  committee,  in  \\c\v  of  the  facts  as  set  forth  by 
the  petitioner,  believe  that  lie  is  entitled  to  an  exten- 
sion and  also  to  a  reduction  in  the  amount  recjuired 
to  be  paid.  and.  therefon-,  recommend  tlir  passage  of 
the  .accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  Ihe  time  for  building  upon  a  lot  of 
land  on  Broadway,  between  L  and  M  streets,  as  sold 
by  the  city  and  now  owned  I)y  Hmvard  ."i.  Doe,  be 
extended  lo  July  1,  1871,  upon  his  paying  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  tlic  sum'of  $50  with- 
in ten  days  from  the  pas.sage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  a  leport  asking 
for  the  passage  of  the  accomjianying  order,  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  eai-ly  collection  of  taxes: 

Ordered.  Tliat  in  pursuance  of  Ihe  authority  of 
chapter  22.5  of  the  acts  of  IS'J'.'i.  all  taxes  assessed  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  couniy  of  Sirii'olk,  and  for  jjaying 
the  city's  proportion  of  the  Stale  t;ix,  shall  be  due 
and  payable  on  Ihe  first  d.ay  of  November,  and  if  the 
same  shall  remain  unpaid  interest  at  the  rate  of  (i  per 
cent,  per  annum  shall  be  charged  upon  atl  sucli  taxes 
K.s  shall  not  be  paid  at  that  date;  and  upon  all  taxes 
that  shall  remain  unpaid  <m  the  first  day  of  January 
Hest  ensuing  after  the  same  have  been  assessed, 
thei'e  siial I  be  charged  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per 
eent.  per  annum,  and  all  the  interest  that  shall  be- 
come due  from  and  after  the  above-named  date  shall 
be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such  taxes;  provided, 
'however,  that  the  t.axes  assessed  by  authority  of 
chapter  .'315  of  the  acts  of  187:3,  uiuin  tlie  sliares  of  na- 
tional banks  and  of  other  cor|)oralio!is  shall  be  due 
and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  Novemlier.  and  inter- 
■est  shall  be  charged  as  provided  in  said  act  upon  all 
such  taxes  as  remain  unpaid  aftt'r  that  date,  at  the 
rate  of  12  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

REPOUT   ON   PIIIE   DEPAUTMENT. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, to  whom  were  referred  (1)  the  message  from  his 
Ilonor  the  Mayor  in  relation  to  inci'easing  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  department;  (2)  a  cominiiuication  from 
the  representatives  of  various  insurance  companies 
which  sustained  losses  by  the  fire  of  May  :B();  (S)  a 
communication  from  the  othcers  of  the  P'ire  Depart- 
sneut,  suggesting    certain  changes  in  ajaparatus,  liy- 


drants,  etc.,  having  carefully  considei'cd  the  subject 
beg  leave  to.  submit  the  following  report: 

The  suggestions  and  recommendations  contained 
in  tliese  communications  were  substantially  covered 
in  the  Mayor's  iuriugural  address,  and  they  have  re- 
ceived the  constant  and  earnest  attention  of  tlie  com- 
mittee since  the  beginning  of  the  present  municipal 
year.  On  the  l;ith  of  iWarch  last,  a  report  was  made 
to  the  Government  stating  that  it  was  uroposed  to 
increase  tlie  department  so  as  to  include  29  steam  en- 
gines, 13  horse  hose  carriages  and  8  hook  and  ladder 
carriages.  The  means  for  making  the  increase  were 
not  furnished  until  the  1st  of  May,  the  beginning  of 
the  present  financial  year.  A  portion  of  the  addi- 
tional apparatus  had  already  been  purchased  when 
the  fire  occurred,  and  steps  had  been  taken  to  procure 
the  remainder  as  soon  as  suitable  accommodations 
were  ijtovided  for  it.  In  their  report,  above  referred 
to,  the  commiltee  ijointed  out  several  changes  which 
iu  their  opinion  were  calculated  to  secure  a  higher 
degree  of  efiiciency  in  the  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  in  conclusion  recommended  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Co-nmittee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  amendments  to  the  ordinances 
relating  to  the  Fire  ]:)e|)artment,  providiiig  that  the 
Assistant-Engineers  shall  be  nominaled  by  the  Chief- 
Engineer  and  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldei'inen; 
that  the  foremen  and  assistant-foremen  of  engine, 
hose  and  hook  and  ladder  companies  shall  he  nomi- 
nated by  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen;  and  that  the  C(mimittee  on 
the  Fire  Deparlineiit  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all 
violations  of  1  he  ordinances  or  rules  and  regulations, 
committed  liy  members  of  the  department:  also,  to 
report  an  amendment  to  the  tenth  section  of  the 
ordinance  concerning  public  buildings,  by  which  the 
Committee  on  Pul)lic  Buildings  will  be  relieved  from 
the  purchase  of  land  for  engine,  hose  and  hook  and 
ladder  houses. 

The  order  was  not  passed  by  the  City  Council,  but 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Oi'dinances,  and  there 
it  has  since  remained,  no  report  having  been  made 
to  the  City  Council  on  tlie  subject.  On  the  otli  of 
June  the  committee  recommended  the  purchase  of 
land  on  Washington  square  for  the  purpose  of  lo- 
cating thereon  a  structure  to  accommodate  two  steam 
tire  engines,  one  liiu'se  hose  carriage  and  one  liook 
and  ladder  truck.  That  re(;ominendation  is  si  ill  be- 
fore the  City  Council.  If  the  commitlee  receive  the 
necessary  authority  they  ))ropose  to  organize  a  per- 
manent force  for  service  in  connection  with  tliis 
apparatus,  the  hoseineii  to  perform  patrol  duty 
when  not  attending  fires.  By  this  arrangement 
the  business  portion  of  the  city  will  eliicient- 
ly  be  protected  at  ail  hours  of  the  day  and 
night.  During  Ihe  delay  in  furnifihing  perma- 
nent accominodal  ions  the  committee  have  recom- 
mended that  leiiipoiary  structures  be  erected  at  Fort 
Hill  and  on  J-''arker  street;  and  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  has  l)een  instructed  by  the  City 
Council  to  iirovide  such  structures.  Arrangements 
have  also  lieen  made  for  the  immediate  location  of  a 
steam  fire  engine  on  Mason  street.  The  committee 
are  now  considering  Ihe  question  of  increasing  Ihe 
number  of  men  permanently  employed  in  connectiim 
with  the  engines  and  hose  carriages.  The  extent  to 
which  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  such  an  increase 
will  be  reported  u])on  at  an  early  day.  l^lie  new 
horse  hose  carriages  will  be  made  to  carry  a  iiorliou 
of  the  hosemen  so  that  they  can  be  taken  to  the 
scene  of  the  fire  in  the  shortest  possible  time  and 
be  in  a  condition  for  effective  service.  It  is 
proposed  to  detach  th  _•  hose  reels  connected 
with  the  steam  engines  and  provide  separate 
carriages  to  convey  tlie  hose  to  tirc^s,  the 
accommodation  for  these  carriages  to  be  furnished 
in  the  engine  houses.  In  regard  to  the  supply  of 
water,  although  the  committee  have  no  direct  con- 
trol over  the  matter,  it  may  he  well  to  state  briefly 
the  impriivenienis  which  are  being  made.  The  new 
conduit  from  Sudbury  Piver,  involving  an  expense 
of  about  ,|5,U(lll,0l.'0,  Mild  work  upon  the  new  reser- 
voir at  Parker  Mill  will  lie  entered  upon  at  once.  In 
the  appro|)riatioii  for  the  ]iresent  year  the  sum  of 
$8.5.(M10  was  allowed  for  new  ))ipes  and  hydrants  in 
the  burnt  district.  Lovvry  hydrants  are  being  placed 
wherever  the  Board  of  Fi'rc^  Engineers  request,  and 
wherein  the  judgment  of  the  Water  Board  they  are 
needed.  The  annual  report  of  the  Water  Board, 
soon  to  be  published,  will  contain  important  rec- 
ommendations from  the  city  engineer  iu  regard  to 
changes  and  new  connections  to  bo  made  iu  the 
water  pipes  now  in  use,  so  as  to  secure  a  larger  and 
more  uniform  sujiply  of  water  in  case  of  fire.  Iu 
reply  to  the  request  of  the  chairman  for  information 
in  relation  to  the  statements  concerning  the  erection 
of  unsafe  structures  on  the  burnt  district,  a  com- 
munication has  been  received  from  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  to  the  etiect  that  the  statements  are  en- 
tirely unfounded,  and  that  the  buildings  now  being 
erected  in  Boston  are  greatly  superior,   both  as  re- 
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ganls  strength  and  safety,  to  those  which  were  de- 
Mtroyed  l)y  the  lire  ol'  Noveinl)er  last.  A  copy  of  the 
communication  is  appciuU'd  hereto.  Tlie  extensive 
utrect  wideninffs  made  hy  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  live  or 
six  millions  of  dollars,  has,  of  conrse,  greatly  dimin- 
ished tlie  liability  to  serious  conllagrations. 

In  view  of  the  recent  comments:  of  the  under- 
writers doing  bnsiness  in  this  city,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  state  in  tliis  connection  that  il  (he  insur- 
ance companies  compete  for  and  take  as  first-class 
risks  high  buildings  surmounted  by  wooden  roofs, 
the  city  is  not  bound  to  insure  them  against  loss  un- 
der their  policies.  With  the  increase  (if  the  tire  ap- 
parat\is,  and  tlie  changes  in  the  organization  of  the 
(l<'partment  which  have  been  recommended,  the  com- 
niitlee  believe  the  force  will  i)e  adequate  to  any 
emergency,  and  as  reliable  and  elKcieut  as  the  de- 
partment of  any  other  city. 

L.  R.  Cuttp:r,  Ohairmaan. 
The  following  communication  from  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  accompanied  the  report: 

L.  li.  Cutter,  Chairnuin  of  tlie  Coinrnitiee  on  the 
Fire  JJeparttnent:  Dear  Sir — Your  favoi'  of  theSlst, 
asking  for  information  relative  to  the  statements 
made  through  the  public  press  to  the  eft'ect  that  many 
of  r.he  buildings  now  in  process  of  (Section  on  the 
burnt  district  are  improperly  constructed,  is  received, 
and  in  reply  I  beg  to  say  that  the  statements  are  en- 
tirely unfounded,  and  undoubtedly  originated  with 
some  one  totally  ignorant  of  building  matters.  'J'o 
any  one  at  all  familiar  with  tlie  construction  of  build- 
ings, a  personal  inspection  of  the  buildings  now 
being  erected  in  Boston  will  show  at  once  their  great 
supel'iorit.y  both  as  regards  strengih  and  safety  to  those 
which  were  destroyed  by  lire,  and  the  almost  certain 
impossibility  of  such  another  confiagration.  The  in- 
creased thickness  of  walls,  the  separation  of  floor 
timbers  by  brick  work,  and  the  construction  of  bat- 
tlement walls  render  it  almost  impossible  for  a  lire  to 
communicate  from  one  building  to  another,  while  the 
abolition  of  wooden  exterior  linish,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  iron  and  other  iucombustible  material  there- 
for, secures  immunity  from  flying  sparks  and  cin- 
ders. 1  do  not  mean  lo  convay  the  idea  that  the 
buildings  now  constructed  are  fireproof,  for  as  long 
as  wooden  floors  and  wooden  interior  linish  are  used, 
buildings  will  burn;  but  I  believe  that  a  tire  oc- 
curring" in  any  one  of  the  buildings  which 
conform  lo  the  requirements  of  the  present 
Building  law  can  be  confined  to  the  building 
in  which  it  originalcs.  As  regards  unsafe  buildings, 
this  department  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  public.  Since  January!  Iielween 
fifty  and  sixty  buildings  have  Ix^eii  libelled  as  unsafe, 
and  have  either  been  demolished,  rebuilt  or  si'cured. 
It  should  be  understood,  when  speaking  of  unsafe 
buildings,  that  this  department  has  no  control  over 
old  buildings,  which  are  unsafe  by  reason  of  com- 
bustiltle  material  stored  therein,  or  the  inllam- 
mable  nature  of  the  buildings  themselves,  and  there- 
fore, though  often  requested  so  to  do,  cannot  order 
the  demolition  of  the  old  wooden  buildings  with 
which  some  portions  of  our  city  are  infested.  A 
large  iiunilier  of  l)nildings  in  which  operatives  are 
emjiloyed  have  been  examined  in  relation  to  the 
means  of  egress  in  case  of  lire,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  over  tui  hundred  notices  have  been  issued 
ordering  the  tu'iiishing  of  lire  escapes,  etc.,  on  build- 
ings w  liich  were  found  deficient  in  that  respect.and  the 
work  is  still  going  on.  As  ageneral  thing  the  owners 
of  buildings  readily  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
the  department.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  as 
far  as  this  department  is  concerned  the  statement 
that  oar  city  has  failed  to  profit  by  the  lesson  of  the 
great  fire  is,  in  my  opinion,  without  foundation. 
Bespectf  ully  yours, 

David  Chambeiu.in, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 

.-ilderman  Clarlv,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Charles  E.  VViggin  and  others  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  to  prescribe  some  meth- 
od of  prev(!uting  or  rapidly  extinguishing  fires,  made 
a  report  rec-.omnKuiding  that  the  same  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Keorganization  of 
the  Fire  Department.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  tlie  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
June  !l,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  did,  on 
the  Itith  day  of  Ai)ril,  187:!,  pass  an  act  in  the  words 
following,  io  wit: 

Section  1.  The  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department 
in  command  at  a  fire  shall,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  persons,  have  the  power  conferred  uiion  the 
firewanis  by  tin,'  4th  section  of  the  aith  chapter  of 
the  General  Statutes. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  only  in  those 
cities  in  which  it  is  accepted  by  the  City  Council  and 
in  those  towns  in  which  it  is  accepted  by  the  legal 
voters. 


Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  above-recited  act  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  accepted  by  the  City  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  the  Ctmimittee  on  Ordinances  are 
hereby  instructed  to  report  an  ordinance  in  accord- 
ance therewith. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referreci  the  petition  of  W.  H.  West  and 
others  for  the  location  of  a  horse  hose  carriage  in 
Engine  House  No.  20,  made  a  report  and  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be 
granted,  and  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  purchase 
and  equip  a  hoist;  hos(!  carriage  for  Engine  House  No. 
•-?,(),  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .|;].500;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  tlie  Fire  Department. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  maile 
a  report  recommending  that  additional  accomnioaa- 
tions  be  furnished  for  Hose  Company  No.  5,  located 
on  Shawmut  avenue,  and  ask  for  the  passage  of  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cpmmittee  on  Public  Buildings 
purchase  a  lot  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Upton  street,  at  a  cost  of  $14,000,  and 
erect  thereon  an  engine  and  hose  house. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  .>i);:30,000,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  land,  on  the  corner  of  Upton  street  and 
Shawmut  avenue,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  an 
engine  and  hose  house. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Bigelow,  Kennard  and 
others,  that  a  steam,  fire  engine  be  located  on  Mason 
street,  having  carefully  considered  the  subject,  are 
of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ought  to  be  granted,  and  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  procure  estimates  for  the  purchase 
of  a  lot  of  land  on  Mason  street,  or  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  and  for  the  erection  thereon  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  of  a  building  suitable  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  steam  fire  engine,  horse  hoSe 
carriage,  and  the  horses  and  men  connected  there- 
with; the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Gatheld  suggested  that  as  the  city  have 
property  in  Mason  street  the  committee  would  do 
well  to  consider  wliether  some  of  that  property  might 
not  be  used  for  the  purpose. 

Alderm.an  Clark  replied  that  it  was  the  design  of 
the  committee  to  considcu-  whether  some  of  that 
property  may  not  be  utilized  for  this  purpose. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  of- 
fered the  following  order,  which  was  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-Engineer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  substitute  horse  hose  car- 
riages, for  the  tenders  connected  with  the  steam  tire 
engines  now  in  use  in  the  Fire  Department,  and  that 
said  hose  carriages  be  so  constructed  that  five  horse- 
men can  ride  to  the  fires;  the  expomse  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  offered 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized 
to  purchase  (as  per  estimated  approjiriation  for  new 
apparatus  in  the  annual  apjiropriation  for  the  Fire 
Department  for  IKi'-'j)  four  tirst-class  steam  lire  en- 
gines, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1K,I)I)0;  also  five  horse 
hose  carriages,  at  an  estimiited  cost  of  $4,500,  and  one 
hook  and  ladder  truck,  at  an  expense  of  $1800;  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

The  question  lieing  on  the  passage  of  the  order — 

Alderman  (iibson  iiujiiired  whether  it  was  proposed 
to  continiK,'  the  ])ie,seiit  hose  carriages. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  it  was  not  designed  to 
do  away  with  the  present  hose  carriages,  liiit  to  have 
those  attached  to  the  st.e:im  lire  engines  entirely  iu- 
de()endent  of  thi'  engines,  dravi'n  sejiarately  by  a 
horse.  II  had  licen  found  that  those  which  were  con- 
nected wifli  the  engines  were  a  seri(uis  interference 
in  getting  to  fires,  and  the  Board  of  Engineers  had 
advised  their  doing  away  with  them.  'I'lie  means 
of  paying  for  them  had  been  provided  in  the  General 
Appropriation  bill. 

Mdermaii  (iibson  wished  to  know  why  the  iH'(!sent 
horse  hose  c;iiriagcs  should  not  he  transferred  to  the 
eniiine  houses  iiisteail  of  |inrcli,-isin,g  new  (uies. 

Alderman  Slebbiiis  staled  that  it  was  designed  not 
to  increase  the  number  of  hose  carriages,  but  io  sub- 
stitute a  horse  hose  rarriag(!  for  the  reel  attached  to 
the  steam  lire  ('iiL,'iiie.  and  to  provide  measures  by 
which  the  hosemen  may  get  earlier  to  fires. 
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Alderman  Gib.iou  renewed  his  hiqiiiry  wlietlier  it 
would  not  be  bettor  to  make  a  transfer  of  tho'hose 
carriages  from  the  separate  houses  to  the  houses  of 
the  steam  fire  engines,  for  unless  such  a  change  was 
made  now,  it  would  be  diflicult  to  nialve  it  hcr'eafti!!-, 
as  it  was  often  said  that  the  Fire  Bepartun-nt  run  Ihc 
City  Government.  It  once  took  three  years  to  locate 
a  tire  engine,  and  now  was  the  only  time  when  this 
change  could  be  made,  for  with  additional  hose  car- 
riages they  could  never  get  rid  of  any  of  them.  It 
would  be  a  mistake  to  purchase  more  ho.se  carriages 
when  they  had  enough  of  them. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  it  was  not  designed  lo 
have  additional  hose  carriages  in  these  eases,  but  to 
substitute,  horse  hose  carriages  for  those  attached  to 
the  engines.  It  was  intended  merely  to  establish 
such  a  number  as  is  necessary,  and  do  away  with  the 
reels  attached  lo  the  engines.  There  would  not  be 
any  more  hose  cai'riagcs  on  that  accounl.  'I'lie  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department  had  made  sucli  sugges- 
tions in  relation  to  the  eleclion  and  appointment  of 
hosemen  as  were  thought  necessary,  but  until  there 
was  a  change  in  the  ordinance  there  could  be  no 
change  in  their  appointment;  but  when  changed  it 
was  believed  the  Fire  Department  could  be  improv- 
ed. If  the  Fire  Department  had  run  the  City  Gov- 
ernment it  was  the  fault  of  past  Governments  and  ■ 
not  of  this.  This  and  other  changes  were  constantly 
asked  by  citizens,  and  it  .should  be  done  at  once  be- 
fore more  petitions  are  presented.  What  changes 
ai'e  required  and  additional  engines  are  needed  should 
be  provided  immediately. 

Alderman  Power  said  both  gentlemen  had  omitted 
some  things  in  relation  to  th(i  proposea  change.  It 
was  designed  to  obviate  the  existing  evils  in  the 
necessity  of  dragging  a  ton  or  two  of  extra  weight 
which  caused  delay  in  getting  the  engines  to  the 
fires.  It  would  facilitate  the  means  of  getting  to 
fires,  but  would  not  necessitate  providing  more  hose 
carriages.  The  reason  given  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  1  might  come  in  when  additional  engiiuis  were 
provided. 

Alderman  Clark  replied  that  the  terms  of  the  order 
were  sufliciently  explicit,  not  providnig  additional 
hose  carriages,  but  substitutes  for  the  tenders  at- 
tached to  the  engines. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  they  now  run  with  the  en- 
gines but  a  moderate  amount  of  hose,  and  did  not 
depend  upon  a  large  amount  being  taken  with  them. 
Why  increase  the  number  of  horse  hose  carriages 
when  there  are  enough?  for  it  would  lie  a  good  deal 
easier  to  ari-ange  matters  now  than  when  new  hose 
carriages  are  established.  He  n^pealed  the  slatement 
in  relation  to  the  Fire  Department  running  the  (Uty 
Government,  and  gave  as  his  experience  that  the  fire- 
men were  the  hardest  set  of  men  we  had  to  contend 
With.  In  many  cases  the  committees  finding  them- 
selves in  a  tight  place  are  obliged  lo  make  a  ])oor  ex- 
cute  to  get  out  of  it.  If  additional  engines  are  not 
needed  where  there  are  hose  carriages  alone,  then  a 
transfer  should  be  made  or  the  horse  hose  should  be 
abandoned. 

Aldermen  Quincy  believed  that  the  present  horse 
hose  carriages,  as  they  are  situated,  could  not  be  dis- 
pensed with.  It  was  often  the  case  that  they  are  the 
first  to  get  to  a  fire  and  put  it  out  before  an  engine 
arrives.  In  the  change  propos(^d,  it  was  thought 
that  in  the  future  horse  hose  carriages  would  be 
better  than  the  carriages  attached  to  the  engines.  The 
efficiency  of  the  engines  is  weakened  by  'connecting 
the  carriages  with  them,  and  the  necessity  of  light 
apparatus  is  claimed  as  one  of  the  advantages  of  the 
system  of  Mr.  Bird. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  the  complaint  was  that  they 
could  not  get  water  by  the  hose  company  when  a 
steam  engine  was  playing  near  them  He  believed 
the  jn'ocnring  of  additional  hose  carriages  was  entire- 
ly uncalled  for,  and  that,  extra  carriages  could  do  no 
more  than  is  now  done.  The  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment should  be  kept  where  they  are,  for  when  in- 
creased, it  will  be  for  all  time,  and  can  never  be  re- 
duced. Many  of  the  expenditures  of  the  city  were 
now  enormous,  and  economy  should  be  looked  for 
somewhere.  He  was  not  prepared  to  vote  ffir  an  in- 
crease when  the  department  was  now  double  that  of 
New  York,  and  three  times  as  large  as  that  of  Balti- 
more. As  to  the  demands  of  the  insurance  companies, 
he  was  willing  to  stann  the  losses  by  lire  and  pay  the 
bills.  If  they  were  not  less  excited  and  liberal  in 
their  expenditures  they  wcmid  lose  more  taxpayers, 
when  the  taxes  would  fall  entirely  upon  real  estate 
If  they  thought  best  so  to  travel]  then  do  so,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  transfer  the  hose  car- 
riages instead  of  getting  additional  ones.  The  city 
had  been  liberal  to  a  fault  in  regard  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  the  means  now  provided  were  entirely 
ample. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  did  not  wish  to  increase 
the  expenses  of  the  department  unnecessarily,  but  it 
was  true  that  the  horse  hose  cariiages  were  often  the 
first  at  a  fire.  If  incorporated  with  the  engines  they 
■  will  arrive  at  a  fire  at  the  same  time  with  them.  This 
was  not  the  time  to  dispense  with  the  separate  horse 
bose  carriages. 


Alderman  Gibson  cited  the  authority  of  the  Chief- 
Engineer,  that  horse  hose  carriages  were  entirely  un- 
necessary when  there  are  carriages  connected  with 
the  engines.  Then',  were  now  five  horse  hose  car- 
riaires,  and  they  might  be  transferred  to  the  houses 
of  the  steam  fire  engines.  Why  not  put  them  with 
the  engines  instead  of  inlying  more? 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  supposed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  that  an  additional  number  of 
engines  w<mld  be  called  for.  It  was  not  on  account 
of  the  late  tire,  neither  was  it  on  account  of  tire  action 
of  insurance  companies.  It  was  believed  that  addi- 
tional engines  would  be  required  and  were  provided 
for,  and  the  committee  now  ask  for  the  rioht  to  make 
the  purchase.  The  object  of  the  order  is  simply  to 
substitute  horse  hose  carriages  for  liie  reels  attached 
to  the  engines.  It  was  something  new,  but  would 
not  incur  additional  expense  or  increase  the  expenses 
except  for  ai)p!iratus  and  for  the  horse. 

Alderman  Clark  further  said  that  he  suppo.sed  the 
Alderman  meant  in  saying  that  the  department  was 
larger  than  in  New  York,  that  it  was  proportionately 
larger.  He  forgets  that  the  department  was  nearly 
as  large  in  Dorchester  as  in  the  city  viroper,  and  costs 
nearly  as  much,  and  that  the  whole  department  cov- 
ers a  vast  extent-  of  territory.  There  might  be  leaks 
in  the  expenditures  for  the  Fire  Department,  but  he 
failad  to  see  them.  As  to  taxpayers  leaving  the  city, 
he  was  sure  that  many  citizens  will  leave  unless 
proper  measures  are  taken  to  protect  their  property. 
There  no  doubt  was  some  talk  made'  for  the  i)urpose 
of  raising  the  lates  of  insurance,  yet  he  knew  of  no 
insurance  companies  which  propose  to  withdraw 
their  agencies  from  the  city.  He  doubted  whether 
there  were  any  better  paying  companies  than  some 
which  are  now  in  existence  in  this  city,  but,  aside 
from  that,  it  was  our  duty  to  protect  the  city  from 
fire  and  enlarge  the  Fire  Department. 

More  engines  had  lieeii  needed  in  years  past,  but 
from  the  complaint  of  everlasting  expense  they  had 
not  been  provided.  It  had  been  charged  that  the 
FMre  Dejiartment  was  most  extravagant,  but  there 
had  been  but  six  engines  for  the  city  proper  when 
there  should  have  been  double;  that  number.  Other 
improvements  would  he  recommended  and  most  lik''- 
ly  would  be  ado])t(^d.  There  will  be  no  extra  ex- 
pense under  this  order  for  the  aiijiropriation  has 
already  been  provided  for,  and  this  is  to  empower  the 
committee  to  purchase  additional  steam  engines  and 
the  necessary  apparatus. 

Alderman  Gibson,  in  the  comparison  with  New 
York,  said  we  had  twenty-seven  engines,  but  not 
fifteen  miles  range  of  territory  which  the  forty-two 
engines  in  New  York  had.  and  which  would  make 
ours  double  compared  with  the  distance  and  the  pop- 
ulation. The  deiiartmcnt  in  Baltimore  is  not  so 
large  as  our  own,  with  a  larger  population. 

Alderman  Power  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  we 
were  behind  the  times  in  the  pre^^(^nt  mode  of  at- 
taching the  hose  carriages  to  the  engines,  which  re- 
tarded their  progress.  It  was  well  known  that  in 
South  Boston  a  horse  hose  carriage  had  often  been 
the  means  of  putting  out  a  fire.  With  addiiional 
steamers  it  may  jierhaps  be  well  to  locate  them  in 
the  same  houses  witli  ihe  hose  cai-'riages. 

Alderman  GiliS(ni  further  urged  t.lie  transfer  of 
hor.se  hose  carriages,  and  stated  that  a  location  was 
8eci«-ed  for  an  engine  on  East  street, while  it  required 
but  three-fourths  of  a  minute  to  reach  that  point  by 
a  hose  carriage.  In  Ward  12  he  said  an  engine  was 
procured  after  a  struggle  of  three  years,  when  the 
Chief-Engineer  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  stated  that  it  was  not  wanted, 
and  when  iirocii  red  it  was  stored  for  some  time.  He 
believed  it  would  he  better  to  settle  this  matter  as 
we  go  along,  for  when  an  increase  of  hose  carriages 
was  made  rhey  could  not  be  reduced. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  believe  it  was  a  fair  crite- 
rion to  judge  in  this  case  as  in  that  of  procuring  an 
engine  at  South  Boston,  when  it  was  difiicnlt  to  get 
anything  there.  If  the  Fire  Department  ruled  the 
Government  when  the  Alderman  was  connected  with 
it,  it  was  not  much  to  his  credit.  It  did  not  run  this 
Government,  and  they  had  but  to  do  their  duty  and 
get  what  apparatus  i,s  necessary  according  to  their  own 
judgment,  and  not  be  frightened  or  intimidated  t)y 
the  Fire  Department.  A  slight  attempt  was  made  at 
the  last  election,  which  did  not  amount  to  much. 
Neither  should  they  be  actuated  by  the  outside  talk 
that  they  were  afraul  of  the  Fire  Department  because 
they  did  not  remove  Mr.  Damrell.  Let  them  show 
the  right  sort  of  man  for  the  place,  and  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  make  a  change. 

.'\lderman  Gibson  said  he  did  not  refer  in  his  re- 
marks to  the  jiresent  City  Government  as  having 
been  run  by  the  Fire  Department,  yet  the  test  of  that 
was  to  come. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  should  not  object  to  a 
transfer  of  hose  carriages,  where  not  needed,  but  so 
much  had  been  saved  by  them  in  many  instances  as 
would  more  than  pay  the  expense.  This  was  not  the 
time  to  weaken  the  department  by  consolidating  it. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  would  put  new  engines 
where  wanted  with  the  hose  carriages,  and  transfer 
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Alderman  Quincy  remarked  as  the  difference  that 
by  liaviiiii'  them  located  together,  they  would  each  ar- 
rive at  the  fire  at  the  t^ame  time. 

Alderinau  Pow(U'  said  he  would  not  he  driven  ijito 
any  measnres  hy  tlic  action  of  nndervvriters,  tor  he 
had  lililcM'espect  lor  what  they  had  to  say  or  do. 
Tlie  citizens  slioiild  have'  little  compassion  for  them 
and  not  l)e  actuated  hy  their  threats.  'J'lii.s  measure 
was  proposed  iqiuiedialcly  after  the  great  lire,  and  its 
adoption  was  contemplated  before  the  recent  tire,  an 
appropriation  for  which  was  asked  for.  lie  tliought 
the  Alderman  was  mistaken  as  to  the  territory  over 
which  the  New  York  Fire  Department  operated,  and 
that  instead  of  being  fifteen  miles  it  was  but  eight 
miles  to  the  Harlem  Bridge.  Nevi'  York  had  been 
peculiarly  fortunate  in  legard  to  great  lires,  yet  their 
number  was  treble  those  of  this  city,  and  hecause 
they  were  fortunate  it  was  no  reason  why  the  rates 
of  insurance  should  be  advanced  in  this  city. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  in- 
creasing the  iire  engines,  but  believed  it  would  be 
better  to  transfer  the  hose  carriages  to  make  it 
square  as  we  go  along.  He  would  put  the  four  horse 
hose  carriages  with  the  four  new  engines  instead  of 
buying  new  ones. 

Alderman  Clark  said  there  were  no  more  hose 
companies  than  were  needed.  It  was  proposed 
to  put  one  engine  and  hose  carriage  on  Parker 
street  to  protect  the  property  on  the  Back  Bay; 
to  put  another  engine  and  liose  carriage  on  Fort 
Hill;  the  third  on  Mason  street,  and  the  fourth, 
with  the  two  also  in  the  same  house  in  Ward  14. 
These  would  take  four  of  the  live.  It  would  not  do 
to  remove  the  hose  carriage  from  Grove  street,  in 
which  section  the  people  would  think  Ihey  were  illy 
protected. 

At  the  present  time  the  steam  engines  in  Charles, 
Bultinch,  East  and  Wall  streets  are  relied  upon  to 
protect  most  of  the  property  in  the  city  proper,  while 
twelve  with  the  necessary  apparatus  would  not  he 
a  large  number.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  lire  ter- 
ritory in  New  York  extended  fifteen  miles,  and 
whether  there  were  forty-two  or  forty-seven  engines 
he  could  not  say.  He  knew'  nothing  of  the  lire  de- 
partments of  other  cities,  hut  supposed  the  committee 
would  have  had  a  chance  to  look  them  over.  It  was 
clear  that  there  was  not  a  force  large  enough  in  this 
city,  and  that  they  should  expend  money  liberally  to 
render  the  department  ethcient. 

Alderman  Gattield  said  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
Alderman  that  they  should  have  no  respect  for  un- 
derwriters, for  he  had  great  respect  and  sympathy  for 
them — sympathy  for  the  widows  and  orphans  who 
had  lost  their  all  by  the  great  fire.  He  had  great 
respect  for  those  who  were  now  willing  to  take  risks 
and  save  us  from  further  losses.  As  had  been  stated 
before  the  Binard  today,  there  were  risks  so  great 
that  it  was  proposed  to  charge  eight  per  cent.  The 
foreign  and  American  insurance  companies,  whether 
rightly  or  not,  had  contemplated  rai.sing  their  rates 
in  this  city,  and  we  should  heed  the  requests  and  the 
petitions  of  our  citizens,  and  spend  money  for  ap- 
paratus where  it  is  needed.  As  to  the  charge  of  ex- 
travagance, the  additional  expense  would  be  saved 
in  the  percentage  of  insurance. 

As  to  the  reference  to  political  influence,  which  the 
Alderman  roiidc,  on  the  reorganization  proposed  the 
department  caunot  be  made  a  political  machine.  He 
was  in  favor  of  a  good  commission  for  the  control  of 
the  dei)artment,  and  hoped  the  order  would  pass  to 
provide  all  the  engines  which  are  necessary,  and  that 
confidence  would  he  restored,  and  we  should  he 
blessed  hereafter  with  a  freedom  from  fires. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  ereat  respect  for  hon- 
est men  and  those  who  paid  their  debts,  but  he  could 
not  have  respect  for  corporations  which  had  got  rich 
find  when  a  great  iire  occurred  paid  but  a  little  tow- 
ards the  loss.  They  had  not  lost  one  dollar  for  the 
hundreds  made  by  them,  and  they  had  laid  by  thou- 
sands for  one  paid.  As  to  the  question  before  us, 
they  ntJoded  only  to  provide  such  additional  appara- 
tus as  was  necessary. 

Alderman  Gibson  withdrew  an  amendment  pro- 
posed by  him  for  the  transfer  of  hose  companies,  and 
the  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  Edward  S.  Ellsworth  be  appointed  a 
field  driver  and  pound  keeper  for  the   vicinity  of  Po- 
lice Stati(m  No.  11. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Dover-street  Bridge  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $1500;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Bridgen. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Columbus-avenue  ex- 
tension, from  Ferdinand  street  to  Park  square,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $10,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 


the  sidcwalks,where  required,  on  Milmont  street,  be- 
tween Lambert  avenue  and  Highland  street,  and  to 
report  to  this  liioard  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
lliereof. 

Ordered,  That  tlic  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  funiish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  Gates  street  where  there  are  none, 
between  Dorchester  and  Telegraph  streets,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Vernon  street, 
between  Shawmut  avenue  and  Washington  street, 
anil  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  Lewis  park  and  Highland  avenue, 
whei'e  there  are  none,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 'be 
directed  to  grade  Norfolk  avenue,  according  to  the 
established  grade,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4000. 

Oidered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  a  portion  of 
Thomas  street  between  G  and  Old  Harbor  streets, 
and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Julia  Hurley  the 
sum  of  $100,  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages 
caused  to  her  estate  on  Chambers  street,  by  the  rais- 
ing of  the  grade  of  said  street,  as  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  September  17,  1872,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  he  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Paving. 
On  morion  of  Alderman  Clarlt— 
Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  L.  Batchelder 
the  sum  of  $24,728  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Broad  street,  by  a  re- 
solve and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  upon 
the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt 
District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  he  paid  to  David  Chapin,  W. 
L.  Prescott  and  others  the  sum  of  $02,340,  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Broad  street,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be 
chareed  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Maria  T.  Tileston 
the  sum  of  $.51,003,  fr>r  land  taken  frcmi  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  the  estate  of  the  lieirs  of  Thomas 
Tileston  by  the  widening  of  Broad  street,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District 
Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  N.  March  the 
sum  of  $.3080,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Hawley  street,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  he  charged  to  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  A.  O.  Bigelow, 
trustee,  the  sum  of  $90,105,  for  land  taken  from  S. 
P.  Tuckerman,  A.  O.  Bigelow,  trustee,  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  extension  of  Washington 
street  to  Haymarket  square,  upon  the  usual  condi- 
tions; to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Ex- 
tension of  Washington  Street. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Henry  Frothing- 
ham  the  sum  of  $3050,  for  land  taken  and  all  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Harrison  avenue, 
by  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  June 
12, 1873;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widen- 
ing Streets. 

Ordered.  That  there  be  paid  to  Helena  C.  Mendum 
the  sum  of  $350,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to 
Haymarket,  sciuare,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  September  9,  1872,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Extension  of  Washington  Street. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Elizabeth  P.  Gray 
the  sum  of  $34,500,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to 
Haymarket  square,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be 
charged  to  the  Washington-street  Extension  Loan. 
On  motion  of  Aldermen  Stebbins— 
Ordered,  That  the  Comn.ittee  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District  l)e  requested  to  report  what  action,  if  any,  is 
necessary,  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873, 
authorizing  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  certain  lands 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
the  nublic  health. 

Aldorman  Stebbins  presented  a  communication 
from  Zenas  E.  Smith,  resigning  his  office  as  an  As- 
sistant-Engineer in  the  Fire  Department.  The  proper 
course,  he  said,  would  he  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Nomination  of  Engineers,  but  in  view  of  the  valu- 
able service^s  of  Mr.  Smith,  being  one  of  the  most  ef- 
ficient assistant-i'ngineers,  he  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Connuittee  on  Fire  Department,  and 
that  he  might  be  induced  to  withdraw  his  resigna- 
tion. The  communication  was  referred,  as  proposed. 
Adjourned. 
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The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEnS  PROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

The  petitions  of  J.  R.  )3igelow  &  Co.,  of  Little, 
Brown  <&  Co.,  and  2214  or.herB,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  respecting  a  nuisance,  and  the 
communication  of  Zenas  E.  Smith,  were  severally 
referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  communication  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Company,  containing  a  notice  of  surren- 
der of  land,  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  recommitment  of  a  report  and  order  to  cancel 
the  bonds  given  by  Ivory  Bean  et  al.,  for  certain  land 
on  Dedham  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Al- 
bany street,  as  described  in  said  order,  was  concur- 
red in. 

The  following  reports. were  accepted,  in  concur- 
rence: 

Report  referring  the  petition  of  Charles  B.  Wlggin 
and  others,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Fire  Commis- 
sion, to  the  Special  Committee  on  Reorganization  of 
the  Fire  DeoartmeDt. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  on 
the  subject  of  increase  of  eiJiciency  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment, to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  the 
Mayor  and  of  the  representatives  of  the  various  in- 
surance companies  on  tli'e  subject,  and  the  communi- 
cation of  the  officers  of  said  department,  suggesting 
changes  in  apparatus,  hydrants,  etc. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  appointing  Edward  S.  Ellsworth  as  a  Field 
Driver  and  Pound  Keeper  for  vicinity  of  Police  Sta- 
tion Eleven. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Suffolk-street  District  to 
report  what  action  is  necessary  under  chapter  :340  of 
acts  of  1873,  for  raising  the  grade  of  certain  lands, 
for  preservation  of  public  health. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time,for  building 
on  two  lots  of  land  on  East  Newton  street,  purchased 
of  the  city  by  M.  J.  Flatley,  to  July  1,  1874, 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  to  July  1, 
1874,  for  Michael  Scanlan  to  build  on  a  lot  of  land  on 
Fourth,  near  N  street. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  to  July  1, 
1874,  for  Howard  A.  Doe  to  build  on  a  lot  of  land  on 
Broadway,  between  L  and  M  streets. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  preamble 
and  order  for  the  acceptance  of  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  1873,  giving  the  engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment the  power  conferred  upon  firewards  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
General  Statutes;  and  for  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  report  an  ordinance  in  accordance  therewith,  with 
the  passage  of  said  order. 

Order  authorizing  hose  carriages  to  be  substituted 
for  the  tenders  of  steam  fire  engines,  and  to  be  so 
constructed  that  five  hosemen  may  ride  to  fires. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  release  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  corporation  the  city's 
right  and  title  to  that  part  of  Church  street,  between 
Columbus  avenue  and  Providence  street,  discon- 
tinued by  resolve  of  ;iOth  of  November  last,  in 
accordance  with  the  indenture  of  September  :30, 
1871. 
The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once: 
Report  and  order  authorizing  a  horse  hose  carriage 
to  be  purchased  and  equippedTfor  Engine  House  No. 
20,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1500. 

Order  to  pay  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Corporation  $32.5,000,  being  the  balance  due  for  land 
purchased  for  extension  of  Columbus  avenue,  as  set 
forth  in  indenture  of  September  30,  1871. 

The  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  an  additional  loan  of  $40,000  for  the  extension  of 
Columbus  avenue  being  under  consideration,  on 
motion  of  Mi.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  report  and  orders  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  to 
be  purchased  on  corner  of  Shawmut  avenue  and  Up- 
ton street,  at  a  cost  of  $14,000,  and  the  erection 
thereon  of  a  hose  house,  and  for  a  loan  of  $30,000  to 
be  applied  therefore,  were  considered. 

Mr.  Marston  of  Ward  10  stated  that  there  was 
some  opposition  to  this  location  and  doubt  about  the 
title  to  the  land,  and  he  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table,  which  was  carried. 


The  report  and  order  authorizing  estimates  to  be 
procured  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land  on  Mason 
street,  or  in  its  vicinity,  and  for  the  erection  thereon 
of  a  building  for  a  steam  fire  engine,  liorse  hose  car- 
riage, and  the  horses  and  men  connected  therewith, 
on  motifin  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  order  authorizing  four  first-class  steam  fire 
engines  to  be  purchased,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$18,000;  five  horse  hose  carriages,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4500,  and  one  hook  and  ladder  truck,  at  an 
expense  of  $1800,  was  read  once,  and  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  !)  for  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  J2  hoped  the  rules  would  not 
be  suspended,  for  while  there  was  so  much  excite- 
ment on  the  subject,  there  should  be  no  hasty  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Council,  for  they  should  act  with 
judgment  to  show  that  they  are  so  far  from  being 
crazy  as  possible. 

Mr.  Denny  replied  that  the  action  was  not  hasty,  but 
a  simple  proposition  to  purchase  engines,  the  sites 
for  two  of  which  had  already  lieen  provided,  on  Fort 
Hill  and  Parker  street,  and  as  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion relative  to  increasing  the  number  of  engines, 
the  order  should  be  passed.  If  passed,  it  would  be 
the  first  completed  action  relative  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment since  the  fire  in  November,  and  the  delay 
only  illustrated  the  objection  to  leaving  such  matters 
to  so  large  a  body  for  disposal.  The  appropriation 
for  them  had  been  made,  and  this  would  be  the  first 
action  which  had  actually  got  through. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  he  was  in  favor  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  engines,  but  he  could  not 
see  what  was  to  be  done  with  five  new  ones.  There 
were  two  engines  now  in  No.  7's  house,  one  of  which 
was  not  manned,  and  he  could  not  see  the  need  of  a 
hurry  to  buy  five.  Let  the  committee  first  man  this 
extra  one  and  put  it  into  service. 

Mr,  Jones  of  Ward  14  replied  that  the  committee 
had  performed  their  duty  by  reporting  the  order.  An 
appropriation  of  $18,500  had  been  made,  and  In  re- 
lation to  the  disposition  of  them,  the  new  house  on 
Warren  street  would  be  ready  for  one  by  the  time 
they  received  it,  and  two  others  were  to  be  located 
on  Fort  Hill  and  on  Parker  street,  where  temporary 
engines  are  to  be  placed.  Another  hook  and  ladder 
carriage  Is  needed,  a  deficiency  which  had  existed  for 
the  last  five  j^ears. 

Mr.  Dean  said  there  was  no  matter  so  easy  to  get 
luna  upon  as  this  upon  the  Fire  Department.  There 
were  now  considering  the  subject  of  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  the  Fire  Department,  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  the  Special  Committee  and  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  all  manner  of  proposi- 
tions were  before  them.  One  order  of  the  committee, 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, had  been  severely  criticised  through  want  of 
action,  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment, which  had  been  accepted.  That  order  provides 
that  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  shall  have 
jurisdiction  of  all  violations  of  the  ordinances,  a  mat- 
ter which  is  cognizable  by  the  courts,  and  proposed 
to  take  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  the 
purchase  of  land  for  engines,  etc.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  now  act  only  as  approved  by  the 
Fire  Department.  These  suggestions  were  reported 
simply  because  there  was  a  call  for  something. 

In  these  matters  he  trussed  they  would  consider, 
and  look  before  leaping.  Some  time  ago  he  urged 
such  a  change  in  the  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment, that  the  Mayor  might  appoint  the  Chief 
Engineer,  and  he  believed  that  if  it  had  been 
done  there  would  have  been  no  call  now  for  a 
fire  commis.sion.  When  the  report  of  the  spe- 
cial committee  is  made,  whatever  shall  prove  to  be  the 
best  should  receive  his  voice  and  his  vote;  but  when 
it  will  require  mouths  to  procure  these  engines,  then 
the  order  should  go  through  the  regular  rules.  Any- 
thing which  .sliould  best  promote  the  efiiciency  of  the 
department  he  should  favor,  because  he  had  lio  pecu- 
liar fancies,  and  he  had  no  love  for  a  commission. 
He  favored  the  making  of  appointments  by  the  Mayor 
because  one  can  do  what  sixty  could  not  do. 

Mr.  Dean  referred  to  the  action  on  the  subject  of 
the  order  relative  lo  tilling  the  South  Boston  flats,  a 
matter  which  he  had  made  himself  somewhat  familiar 
with,  but  which  passed  witli  little  time  to  understand 
it,  and  n,  motion  to  recousidi'r  was  lost  from  the 
absence  of  one  who  was  to  make  it.  This,  too,  came 
u])  suddenly,  and  was  not  the  true  way  for  action, 
and  it  might,  lead  to  regrets  hereafter.  They  were  all 
anxiows  to  do  right  the  lirst  thing,  but  should  take 
time  to  be  snre  they  are  right. 

Mr.  Denny  said  his  feelings  were  with  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  the  suspension 
of  the  rules  ordinarily,  but  he  thought  he  should  be 
negligent  of  his  duty  in  not  acting  now  upon  this. 
The  report  of  the  Ccmimission,  If  it  had  any  weight, 
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recommended  an  increase  of  engines,  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  have  had  them  long 
ago.  On  the  1.3th  of  Mareh  last,  that  report  was 
made,  and  its  suggestions  relative  to  an  increase  of 
engines  could  not  be  said  to  be  hasty.  When  recom- 
mendations were  made  in  December  and  March,  and 
the  gentleman  desires  more  time  to  consider  it,  and 
reflects  and  hesitates,  he  was  willing  to  give  him 
more  time  if  he  needed  it,  but  feared  it  was  because 
of  opposition  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  it  was  a  peculiarity  of 
crazy  persons  to  think  every  one  else  crazy.  The 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  in  March  last  asked 
for  authority  to  purchase  more  engines,  and  there 
was  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  done  now,  or  the 
fault  would  be  at  our  door. 

Mr.  Jones  stated  that  as  it  was  intended  on  the  1st 
May  to  purchase  four  new  engines,  the  sooner  it  was 
done  the  better. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  was  on  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department  when  No.  7  was  reir.oved  from  Pur- 
chase street,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  thought  the 
land  was  too  valuable  for  an  engine  house,  and  it 
was  located  in  East  street.  That  land  is  in  the  local- 
ity where  an  engine  is  wanted,  and  the  land  is  worth 
twice  as  much  as  it  was  sold  for.  It  is  now  proposed 
to  put  an  engine  on  the  city's  land ,  but  the  lot  is  not 
deep  enough.  So  in  another  case,  he  was  informed 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  a  lot  not  two  hundred  feet 
from  a  hose  house,  which  could  be  had  at  easy  rates, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  could  be  saved 
by  proper  economy. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  believed  they  had  been 
grossly  negligent  in  not  taking  measures  for  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  engines,  and  he  did  not 
think  there  was  anything  loony  about  this.  It  was 
clearly  nothing  sudden,  for  it  passed  the  Board  of 
Alderman  on  Monday,  and  they  had  had  time  enough 
to  consider.  If  there  had  been  too  much  consideration 
or  delay,  and  this  was  the  first  opportunity  to  take 
sound  action  upon  the  sub.iect,  and  he  hoped  the  order 
would  pass. 

Mr.  Dean  denied  that  this  was  the  first  tangible 
proposition  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Fire 
Department.  It  was  not  so.  The  first  was  when  the 
report  of  the  Commission  came  in,  and  he  proposed  to 
change  the  system  by  having  the  appointments  of 
Chief  and  Assistant  Engineers  made  by  the  Mayor. 
If  that  had  been  passed,  there  would  probably  have 
been  no  call  now  for  a  commission.  Every  consider- 
ation of  the  Commission  was  discussed  until  smoth- 
ered by  another  fire.  Although  we  had  had  great 
fires,  the  Fire  Department  was  as  good  as  for  many 
years,  under  which  the  city  had  fiourished.  and  the 
changes  had  been  similar  to  the  contest  in  marine 
gunnery  and  marine  armor.  There  were  bigger  guns, 
then  thicker  armor,  then  bigger  guns  and  thiclcer 
aimor,  alternating  from  one  to  the  other. 

Go  down  to  the  wharves  where  buildings  were  put 
up  many  years  ago.  and  the  walls  were  thick  and  car- 
ried above  the  roof.  When  steam  engines  weie  in- 
troduced then  bigger  buildings  were  pat  up,  and  in- 
surance officers  sought  out  such  high  buildings  with 
granite  walls  as  the  best  risks.  Nobody  thought  we 
should  have  such  great  fires,  and  when  the  fires  got 
to  the  old  buildings  they  stopped.  We  were  now  as 
well  off  as  we  were  before  the  fires,  and  insurance 
companies  have  no  reason  to  complain.  We  have 
not  lost  sight  of  the  lesson,  and  we  have  put  up  such 
buildings  that  such  fires  will  never  again  occur. 
When  the  agent  of  an  insurance  company  hesitates 
in  taking  risks,  he  is  loony.  He  did  not  charge  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  with  being  loony,  for 
the  benign  countenance  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
1  would  be  the  last  to  charge  with  being  loony. 

These  two  great  fires  have  created  a  general  luna- 
cy, not  in  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  but 
outside.  An  outside  demand  has  been  made  for 
changes.  He  was  content  for  an  increase  in  the 
efliciency  of  the  department,  and  if  he  was  satisfied 
that  a  commission  would  be  the  best,  he  should  vote 
for  it.  It  was  economy  to  make  a  proper  expendit- 
ure. It  was  not  the  fault  of  the  rest  of  the  Council 
that  the  sub,iect  of  increase  of  the  force  was  not  up 
before.  If  the  committee  were  familiar  with  it,  they 
should  remember  that  others  were  not.  It 
was  only  a  question  whether  a  matter  of  so  much 
moment  should  be  brought  into  the  Council  and  they 
should  go  it  blind. 

Mr.  Jones  read  from  the  report  of  the  Chief-Engi- 
neer of  the  Fire  Department,  in  which  he  asked  if 
the  means  provided  were  adequate  to  the  emergency. 

Mr.  Denny  said  that  this  was  not  a  new  question, 
for  every  intelligent  member  of  the  Council  knew 
that  an  "increase  of  the  Fire  Department  was  called 
for.  They  could  not  do  much  if  the  subject  was  con- 
sidered six  months.  It  would  take  four  months  to 
get  the  engines,  and  he  presumed  it  would  be  six 
months  before  they  could  get  their  location. 


Mr.  Wells  did  not  wish  to  have  it  thought  that  he 
was  opposed  to  an  increase  in  the  department,  but 
what  use,  he  asked,  was  the  increase  of  new  steamers 
if  they  did  not  man  what  they  had?  Why  not  man 
the  steamer  in  No.  7'b  house? 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  as  soon  as  they  could  get 
temporary  engines,  it  would  not  be  ten  minutes  be- 
fore they  would  be  manned.  In  further  advocacy  of 
the  location  on  Fort  Hill  territory,  he  said  a  person 
giving  an  alarm,  could  easier  give  it  at  the  engine 
house  than  to  go  to  any  box. 

Mr.  Pease  stated  that  the  manning  of  a  hose  com- 
pany had  been  before  the  committee.  In  New  York 
they  have  twelve  men  to  each  company  at  salaries  of 
,$1000  apiece.  If  Boston  was  ready  to  stand  it,  then 
the  committee  had  no  ob.iection  to  make. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  if  he  were  a  member  of 
the  committee  or  Chief-Engineer,  he  should  supply 
such  sections  as  were  needed  from  others  where  en- 
gines could  be  spared.  There  were  seven  in  the  city 
proper  and  six  in  Dorchester,  and  why  not  take  two 
from  Dorchester  and  place  them  where  they  were 
most  needed  and  where  the  property  is?  As  to  wait- 
ing six  months,  he  believed  the  committee  could  get 
them  within  one  month.  It  was  understood  that  the 
Amoskeag  Company  gets  out  one  a  week.  While  there 
is  danger,  why  not  place  the  engines  where  they  ought 
to  be? 

Mr.  Jones  repliea  that  the  engines  in  Dorchester 
were  just  as  necessary  there  as  engines  were  any- 
where, and  he  wished  him  to  point  out  where  one 
could  be  spared.  As  to  the  Amoskeag  works,  he 
should  not  vote  for  their  engines  unless  they  were 
best.  They  had  propositions  for  building  engines 
which  would  be  lighter,  and  before  buying,  they 
wished  to  see  the  best  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  had  a  petition  in  his  possession 
which  asked  for  an  engine  in  Charles  street,  but  they 
do  not  need  it  there.  I?eferring  to  the  several  loca- 
tions in  the  city  proper,  he  thought  they  could  reach 
the  burnt  district  in  three  or  four  minutes.  If  new 
steamers  were  to  be  placed  in  the  burnt  district  he 
would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Jones  stated  that  one  was  to  be  located  on  War- 
ren street,  one  on  the  burnt  district,  the  third  in 
Ward  9  and  a  fourth  in  Mason' street. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  this  might  be  amusing  and  in- 
structing, but  he  would  move  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  prevailed,  when  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5,  the  special  as- 
signment for  half-past  eight  o'clock  was  taken  up 
and  passed,  it  being  the  following  orders: 

Orders  for  purchase  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Na- 
thanielWhiting,bet\veen  Washington  square  and  place 
containing  l.'jas  square  feet,  at  not  exceeding  $11  per 
foot,  and  to  erect  on  said  lot  and  those  on  each  side, 
owned  by  the  city,  a  buildinsr  for  a  steam  fire  engine 
and  a  hook  and  ladder  carnage,  and  the  horses  and 
men  connected  therewith;  and  also  for  a  loan  of 
$50,000  to  be  applied  there  for. 

THE   BUREILL  CLAIM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  the  special 
assignment  for  nine  o'clock— the  reports  of  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  on  petition  of  Charles  Burrill  (City 
Doc.  No.  70,  1873)— was  taken  up. 

The  Chair  stated  that  there  was  no  report  of  the 
committee,  but  individual  reports. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order  on 
page  2.5,  printed  document,  to  pay  the  assignee  of 
Charles  Burrill  $40,000,  take  its  first  reading.' 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  a  objected  to  paying  the  claim 
from  the  '  appropriation '  for  Incidental  Expenses, 
which  only  required  a  majority  vole,  on  which  ac- 
count the  claim  had  been  defeated  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing vote  each  time  it  had  been  up.  Every  lime  the 
order  had  been  in  a  proper  form  he  had  voted  for  if 
and  should  do  so.  Should  it  be  passed  in  this  form, 
there  would  be  all  manner  of  claims  pressed  under 
the  same  form  of  payment.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Bur- 
rill would  do  more  injuiy  to  the  claim  by  asking  for 
its  passage  by  a  majority  vote  than  could  be  done  in 
any  other  way. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  he  had  always  voted  for 
the  payment  of  this  claim,  but  not  by  a  majority 
vote;  but  if  his  views  should  continue  to  change  as 
they  had  for  the  last  month,  he  should  he  disposed 
to  vote  against  the  payment,  for  he  had  received  new 
light  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  moved  to  substitute  the  or- 
der on  page  nine,  to  pay  the  assignee  of  Charles 
Burrill  $1.5,000. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6,  moved  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  providing  that  the  payment  be  made  from  the 
"Reserved  Fund,"  instead  of  from  the  appropriation 
for  "Incidental  Expenses." 

In  support  of  the  motion  Mr.  Pickering  said  he 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  who  had  spoken,  that  the 
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order  ehould  require  a  two-thirds  vote,  because  they 
could  not  pay  the  smallest  chiim,  or  the  rent  of  $100 
for  an  armory,  without  such  a  vote,  while  here  it  was 
proposed  to  pay  $40,0(10  or  $15,000  by  a  majority  vote. 
As  th(;  gentleman  from  Ward  5  said,  there  was  no 
reason  why  we  should  suspend  the  rules  in  ordinary 
matters,  so  there  could  be  no  reason  in  favor  of  doing 
so  when  the  sum  was  not  a  trifling  one.  This  was 
the  third  or  fourth  year  in  which  this  claim  had  been 
urged  for  payment  by  a  majority  vote,  and  he  was 
opposed  to  such  action. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  wished  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair  whether  the  motion  to  substitute  the 
order  for  the  payment  of  the  smaller  sum  was  in 
order  as  an  amendment  to  the  larger  sum. 

The  Chair  stated  that  this  case  was  different  from 
that  in  filling  blanks,  when  the  rule  required  taking 
the  question  on  the  larger  sum  first. 

Mr.  Bracliett  cited  cases  to  show  payments  of 
claims  by  a  majority  vote,  that  of  Thomas  Richard- 
son and  others,  and  stated  that  this  was  settled  by 
action  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  simi)]y  carrying 
out  the  action  of  the  previous  Government.  Tf  light, 
why  not  vote  for  it,  but  if  not  they  could  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  said  he  had  always  been 
in  favor  of  paying  Mr.  Burrill  the  larger  sum  named, 
and  knew  something  about  the  matter  and  the  difli- 
culty  of  getting  recruits.  He  was  in  hopes  the  Presi- 
dent would,  have  ruled  in  favor  of  voting  upon  the 
larger  sum  first.  He  should  vote  against  the  smaller 
sum. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  anotlier  amendment  would 
not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  there  was  no  question 
that  the  cla,im  was  an  illegal  one,  and  had  been  so 
decided  by  the  courts.  There  might  be  an  equitable 
claim  for  some  sum,  but  wliatever  payment  should 
be  made  should  be  in  the  usual  manner  and  paid 
from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  stated  as  the  feeling  of  the 
committee  that  they  were  inaifterent  whether  the 
payment  of  whatever  sum  should  be  atrreed  upon 
should  i)e  by  a  majority  or  a  two-thirds  vote.  He 
was  willing  to  go  for  the  lower  sum  fixed  irpon,  but 
believed,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Blackmar  and  my- 
self, that  interest  should  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Pickering  said  in  regard  to  the  amount  which 
Mr.  Burrill  fairly  and  honorably  spent,  that  it  never 
was  and  never  will  be  known.  The  amounts  vary  in 
the  sums  proposed  to  be  paid  from  time  to  time,  from 
$800,000  to  $15,000,  and  they  were  all  arbitrary. 
There  was  no  question  tliat  Mr.  Burrill  did  work  and 
was  entitled  to  compensation,  but  whether  he  should 
be  paid  $15,000  or  .$40,000,  it  should  be  by  the  usual 
vote  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  was  entirely  in  favor  of  the 
payment  from  tlieReserved  Fund,  and  he  suggested  as 
the  most  philosophical  mode  to  vote  upon  the  larger 
sum  first  and,  to  do  so,  that  all  of  the  pending  amend- 
ments be  withdrawn. 

The  amendmentsvvere  withdrawn,  when  the  order 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bracket!  was  considered. 

Mr.  Perkins  jjroposed  amendments,  in  the  lang- 
uage of  the  order,  to  relieve  it  from  ambiguity. 

Mr.  Flynn  stated  that  there  were  not  members 
enough  to  pass  the  order,  and  moved  its  further  as- 
signment to  next  Thursday  evening,  at  8}i  o'clock — 
which  was  carried. 

UNPINISIIEl)     BUSINESS. 

The  order  authorizing  the  tower  of  the  Ticknor 
Schoolhouse  to  lie  raised,  at  ;  cost  not  exceeding 
$7(X),  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

The  report  and  orders  for  purchase  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse  of  two  lots  of  land  on  Quincy 
street,  near  Blue-Hill  avenue,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
forty  cents  per  square  foot;  and  for  a  loan  of  .$10,000 
to  be  applied  therefor,  being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  inquired  what  necessity 
there  was  for  the  proposed  schoolhouse,  for,  living 
not  far  from  this  locality,  he  did  not  think  it  was 
needed,  and  it  could  only  be  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  few  people.  The  schoolliouse  opposite  Warren 
avenue  was  one  of  the  largest,  and  while  they  were 
spending  so  much  money  on  engine  houses,  and  he 
was  not  opposed  to  building  schoolhouses  where 
needed,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  this  house. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  l(i  said  he  was  on  a  sub-com- 
mittee to  investigate  this  matter,  and  found  the 
schoolhouse  on  Warren  avenue  crowded,  and  the 
children  to  be  provided  for  could  not  get  to  school 
except  by  going  round  the  road  for  a  mile.  It  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
seven  or  eight  lots  selected  were  most  available  for 
the  purpose,  and  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  pro- 
viding for  100  pupils  at  once,  which  would  soon  be 
increased  to  150. 


Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  there  were  not  enough 
members  present  to  pass  the  order,  and  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table. 

M.r.  West  moved  to  amend  by  mailing  the  payment 
from  the  Reserved  Fund  instead  of  by  a  loan,  whicli 
was  carried,   when  the  order  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND  KEFEREED. 

Trustees  of  grammar  school,  Boston  Highlands,  for 
permission  to  erect  an  addition  to  tlie  school  build- 
ing on  Kearsarge  avenue,  without  the  addition  of  a 
bricli:  wall. 

Pearson  Brothers  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  build- 
ing larger  than  tlie  ordinance  permits. 

Severally  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  peti- 
tions of  Emma  H.  Crosby  to  be  paid  for  injuries  re- 
ceived on  the  sidewalli:  on  Tremont  street  oii  the  21st 
of  February  last;  of  George  S.  Keyes,  to  be  paid  for 
damages  alleged  to  be  done  to  his  property  by  the 
erection  of  an  engine  house  on  Bulfinch  street;  and 
of  Jolin  Burns,  to  be  paid  for  damages  done  to  his 
dock  on  Condor  street,  East  Boston,  Iiy  the  caving 
in  of  a  street  adjoining  said  dock.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  10,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  acting  upon  an  order 
from  the  City  Council  to  procure  plans  and  estimates 
for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  to  be  erected  on  land 
owned  by  the  city  on  Houghton  place,  made  a  report 
as  follows: 

They  have  had  plans  prepared  which  have  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and 
have  submitted  the  same  for  estimates,  and  find  that 
the  estimated  cost  for  a  building  such  as  the  district 
requires  will  be  $105,000. 

The  committee  find  that  the  Comins  District  is  very 
much  in  need  of  additional  school  accommodations. 
At  present  very  many  children  are  deprived  of  school 
instruction  from  the  fact  that  buildings  suitable  can- 
not be  hired  within  the  limits  of  the  district.  The 
temporary  accommodations  already  provided  are  in 
dwelling  houses,  whicli  aie  but  illy  adapted  for  the 
purpose,  a  high  rent  is  demanded  for  the  same,  and  a 
heavy  expenditure  in  the  way  of  alterations.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  present  schoolrooms  in  the 
district  are  crowded  beyond  the  maximum  number, 
and  the  prospective  demand  for  school  accommoda- 
tions being  so  great,  the  committee  would  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  erect  a  grammar 
Schoolhouse  on  Houghton  place.  Ward  15,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the-  Comins  District,  from  plans 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $105,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  $105,000,  the  same  to  be  applied 
for  the  erection  of  a  grammar  schoolhouse,  Hough- 
ton place,  Ward  15. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

Mr.  Caton  of  SWard  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Suiyey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
the  Suttolk  Kindling  Wood  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  shed  on  First  street,  near  K  street; 
and  no  action  necessary  on  the  petition  of  A.  C.  Wel- 
lington &  Co.  for  leave  to  build  two  wooden  coal 
sheds  on  wharf  No.  240  Federal  street,  the  matter 
being  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  under  the  provisions  of  section  1  of  chapter 
2(i0.  laws  of  1872.     Severally  accepted. 

Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  S.  S.  Lord,  for  leave  to 
build  an  addition  to  the  blacksmith's  shop  ,at  No.  312 
Dorchester  avenue,  made  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  S.  S.  Lord  to  erect  an 
addition  to  Building  No.  312  Dorchester  avenue,  ac- 
cording to  an  application  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  for  tlie  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Prescott  &  Chapin,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Liverpool  wharf,  made 
a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  l)e  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Prescott  &  Chapin,  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Liverpool  wharf,  accord- 
ing to  an  application  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  De- 
partment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 
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Mr.  Caton.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Frank  J.  Downes,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building,  sitnated  on  Albany 
street,  corner  of  Stoughton  street,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  Frank  J.  Dovvnes  to  erect  a 
wooden  building,  situated  on  Albany  street,  corner 
of  Stougliton  street,  according  to  an  application  on 
file  in  the  ofBce  of  the  Department  for  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed 

Mr.  Caton  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  L.  Petsch  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  beyond  the  legal  dimensions  at 
1545  Tremont  street,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  L.  Petsch  to  erect  an  ad- 
dition to  building  1545  Tremont  street,  according  to 
an  application  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Department 
for  the  Survey  and  In-spection  of  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Caton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Phineas  B.  Smith,  for  leave 
to  make  a  wooden  addition  to  his  house.  No.  30  Mar- 
cella  street,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  a  permit  to  Phineas  B.  Smith  to 
erect  a  wooden  addition  to  his  house.  No.  80  Marcella 
street,  according  to  an  application  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  oft'ered  the  following  order; 

Ordered.  That  the  Mayor  be  directed  not  to  exe- 
cute or  deliver  the  contract  relafing-  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  South  Boston  Hats  contained  in  city  docu- 
ment of  1873,  No.  71,  unless  the  following  amend- 
ment shall  have  been  inserted  in  uaid  agreement  at 
the  end  of  the  fourth  line  on  page  twelve  of  said 
document,  namely: 

"And  further,  that  said  party  of  the  fourth  part 


may  from  time  to  time  lay  out  Eastern  avenue  and 
L  street,  or  any  i)art  or  parts  thereof  befoi-e  the 
same  arc  filled  as  public  streets,  without  incurring 
any  laud  damages  foi-  so  doing,  and  that  when  so 
laid  out  as  public  streets,  said  party  of  the  fourth 
part  shall  have  a  conv(\yance  of  the  said  territory  with- 
in the  limits  of  said  avenue  and  street,  and  sliall  be 
pair'  therefor  by  the  party  of  the  first  part: 

Provided,  however,  that  said  party  of  the  fi  -st  part 
shall  not  be  required  to  pay  therefor  before  the  land 
adjoining  said  avenue  and  street  shall  be  filled,  nor 
at  a  greater  price  than  the  cost  of  said  filling  to  the 
party  of  the  fii-st  part,  if  filled  by  the  party  of  the  first 
part  accoi'ding  to  the  provisions  contained  in  this 
agreement;  and  provided,  also,  that  said  avenue  and 
street,  if  constructed  before  the  adjoining  flats  shall 
be  filled,  shall  be  so  constructed  as  not  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  scows  for  the  purposes  of  filling  the  land 
on  either  side  of  said  avenue  and  street." 

Mr.  Perkins  characterized  the  proposed    action  as 
doing  in  an  irregular  way  what  could  not    be  accom- 
plished by  reconsideration.     The  two  branches  of  the 
City  Council    had  acted    upon  it,  and    If    the    Mayor 
finds  it  objectionable  he  will  not  sign  it. 

Mr.  Dean  defended  the  proposed  action  in  its  effect 
on  the  laying  out  of  new  avenues  and  the  r."lief  of  the 
city  froni  land  damages  until  the  entire  territory  was 
filled  in,  while  it  would  notefl'ect  the  Commonwealth 
in  any  particular. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  there  coula  be  no  harm  in  having 
the  matter  laid  over. 

Mr.  Dean  inquired  if  the  gentleman  could  give  as- 
surance that  the  Mayor  vi'ould  not  meantime  sign  the 
indenture. 

Mr.  Perkins  replied  that  he  could  not. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  (i  offered  an  order  to  pay 
John  L.  Cook,  police  officer,  for  extra  services  per- 
formed, provided  it  is  approved  in  the  usual  manner. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  he  said  it  was  but  for  a 
small  sum,  for  distribution  of  mail  matter  in  connec- 
tion with  the  City  Hall. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Adjourned. 
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BOAJRD       OF       ALDER-MEIST, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    30,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  lour  o'clock.  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiaius. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors  and  thirty-six  traverfee 
jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior  Court,  criminal 
business. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE    AND   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay— Amos  Dodge 
and  John  H.  Terry,for  new  market  grounds,  India 
street. 

A.  A.  Lothrop.  S.  S.  Putnam  &  Co.,  Neponset; 
Daniel  Burnett,  Cutter's  wharf.  Commercial  point; 
J.  H.  Green,  Bankers' and  Brokers'  Electric  Protective 
Co.;  A.  J.  Clough.  Bird  street,  Ward  16;  George  W. 
B.  Lawrence,  Village  street  and  its  vicinity;  Hiram 
A.  Wright,  Boston  Highlands;  J.  C.  Frank,  J.  D. 
Foster,  Michael  Meleedy,  George  B.  Bourelle,  Frank 
Thayer,  J.  Charles  Frank,  severally  for  Long  Island 
Steamboat  Co.;  Daniel  Donovan,  Rogers  Brothers' 
wharf.  First  street;  A.  G.  Chase,  PfafE's  Hotel,  Park 
square;  William  T.  Gunnison.  David  Atkinson,  for 
Bennington  street  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED   AND    REFERRED. 

Orsamus  Nute,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  thirteen  horses,  rear  of  Plymouth  street,  for 
temporary  use. 

James  Nash,  fir  leave  to  occupy  a  wooflen  stable 
for  two  horses,  on  Bolton  street,  between  E  and  F 
streets.  Ward  12. 

A.  Burrell,  for  leave  *o  occupy  a  brick  stable  for 
four  horses,  on  Third  street,  near  M  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

Martin  Leniion,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  to  widen 
Dearborn  street  and  Hartopp  place.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Isaac  P.  Clark  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Longwood 
avenue. 

F.  W.  Dahl  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Folsora 
place. 

Selectmen  of  Brookline,  notice  of  a  hearing  on  a 
proposed  diversion  of  ]Viu''dy  River. 

John  P.  Morrison,  for  a  sewer  in  Chelsea  street, 
between  Marion  and  Brooks  streets. 

P.  S.  Briggs,  for  a  sewer  in  First  street,  from  K  to 
L  streets. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

G.  E.  Lothrop,  for  leave  to  open  an  anatomical 
museum  at  161  Court  street. 

David  C.  Sisson  &  Co.,  for  license  to  keep  an  In- 
telligence office  at  No.  1.5  School  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Conmiittee  on  Licenses. 

Catharine  McCully,  to  be  paid  for  damages  occa- 
sioned by  raising  the  grade  of  Brighton  avenue. 

Henry  Souther,  for  the  removal  of  the  tracks  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  into  the  centre  of  Emerson 
street. 

Blackstone  National  Bank  and  others,  that  Hay- 
market  square  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

J.  H.  Hathorne  and  others,  that  Northampton 
street  be  repaved  w  ith  wood  or  granite  blocks. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Henry  N.  Stone,  that  salt  wafer  be  used  through 
the  Holly  system  for  extinguishment  of  fires. 

The  petitioner  requests  that  inaependent  main  and 
branch  pipes  be  laid  in  the  principal  business  streets, 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  hydrants  to  be  supplied 
with  salt  water  to  be  forced  by  one  or  more  station- 
ary engines  on  B.  Holly's  automatic  system,  which 
has  already  been  successfully  introduced  in  thirty  or 
more  cities.  The  petitioner  says  he  offers  it  after 
consultation  with  the  City  Engineer,  who  is  acquaint- 
ed with  the  sysiem  and  approves  of  it,  if  confined  to 
the  independent  pipes,  as  being  "well  adapted  to  fire 
purposes,"  and  '■feasible  if  the  city  is  willing  to  pay 
the  expense." 

Statements  are  given  of  the  cost  of  such  works  in 
other  cities,  as  follows: 

Peoria,  111.,  cost  .$440,000,  25%  miles,  200  double  hy- 
drants. 

Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  $180,000,  19  miles,  200  hy- 
drants. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  $353,309,  26  miles  of  main  and 
sub-main  pipes,  154  hydrants. 

The  several  costs  of  running  these  works  is  as  fol- 
lows: Peoria,  $12,000;  Binghamton,  $12,000,  includ- 
ing salaries;  Columbus  about  $16,000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department. 


HEARINGS   ON    ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  orders  of  notice  on  the  petition  of 
Patterson  &  Lavender,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  at  their  factory  on  Burke 
street;  also  on  petition  of  Frederick  Bleiler,  for  leave 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  aud  boiler  in  Heath 
place,  were  severally  taken  up  No  person  appeared 
in  relation  thereto,  and  the  reports  were  recommitted. 

WIDENING     OP   ESSEX   STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street  • 
Commissio^ers,  for  the  widening  of  Essex  street, 
from  Washington  street  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $82,138.  The  several  items  of 
expense  are  estimated  as  follows:  H.  Hollis  Hunne- 
well,  corner  of  Washinston  street,  949  feet  of  land. 
$35,  $;53,215;  damages,  $600— $33,875.  Peleg  W.' 
Chandler,  Nos  16  to  24,  583  feet,  $23,  $13,409;  dam- 
ages, $.500— $13,909.  Heirs  of  Sara  A.  Brown,  No.  26, 
294  feet,  $21,  $6174;  damages,  $263-6437.  Aaron  C. 
Baldwin,  No.  32,  511  feet,  $17,  $8687;  damages,  $500- 
$9187.  Asa  P.  Morse,  .36  to  38,  318  feet,  $17,  $.5407; 
damages,  $264— $.5670.  Aaron  C.  Baldwin,  40  to  42, 
313  feet,  $20,  $6260,  damages,  $6800-$13,060.  To- 
tal, 2968  feet  of  land,  $73,151;  damages,  $8987— $82,- 
1.38. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  the  subject  had  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  who  were 
unaniQiously  in  favor  ef  the  widening. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed. 

WIDENING   or   WASHINGTON   STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Washington 
street  from  Boylsttm  street  to  Avery  street,  m  an  es- 
timated expense  of  $144,474.  The  several  items  of 
expense  are  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  Mary  Boylston,  corner  of  Boylston  street, 
2.57  feet  of  land,  $40  per  foot.  $10,280;  damages  to 
buildings,  $12,.500— $22,780.  John  I.  Brown,  Nos. 
427-25  Washington  street,  442  feet.  $30,  $13,260;  dam- 
ages, $12,000 —$25,260.  Francis  B.  Hayes,  Nos.  423- 
19,  482  feet,  $67.  $13,014;  damages,  $440— $13,4.54. 
Gardner  Brewer,  Nos.  41.5-13,  525  feet,  $25,  .$13,125; 
damages,  $467— $13,592.  Massachusetts  Baptist  (;on- 
vention,  Nos.  41:^-11.  409  feet.  $24,  $9816;  damages, 
$330— $10,146.  James  Parker,  Nos.  409-5,  629  feet, 
$23,  $14,4tj7;  damages,  $600— $15,067.  John  Roessle, 
Nos.  401-397,  713  feet,  $23,  $16,399;  damages,  $440— 
$16,839.  W.  C.  Murdock  and  Seth  Turner,  trustees, 
Nos.  395-389,  487  feet,  $28,  $13,636;  damages,  $13,700 
—$27,336.  Total,  3944  feet,  $103,997;  damages, 
$40,477-$144,474. 

Alderman  Clark  made  a  similar  statement  in  regard 
to  this  proposed  widening,  and  the  resolve  and  order 
were  read  twice  and  passed. 

EXTENSION   OF   WEST  CHESTER  PARK. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners,  with  a  resolve  and  order,  for  the  ex- 
tension of  West  Chester  park  to  Beacon  street,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $15,335  10. 

The  estimate  provides  for  taking  land  as  follows: 
5940  square  feet  of  land  belonging  to  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Company;  .54,209  feet  owned  by 
F.  Haven  and  others,  trustees;  11.475  feet  belonging 
to  unknown  owners; 73.769  feet,  Boston  Water  Power 
Company;  17,039  feet,  William  Gray,  90  cents  per 
foot,  $15,;3.35  10;  75,303  feet,  Boston  Water  Power 
Company;  5743  feet,  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany; ;M,187  feet,  Bostcm  Water  Power  Company; 
8522  feet,  unknown  owners;  69,956  feet,  Boston  Water 
Power  Company. —making  a  total  of  .347,143  feet  of 
land,  at  a  cost  of  $15,335  10. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  supposed  the  Aldermen 
fully  understood  the  circumstances  in  relation  to  the 
proposed  extension  of  West  Chester  park.  It  was  nec- 
essary to  take  the  land  in  the  proposed  extension  to 
enable  Mr.  Munson  to  fulfil  his  contract  with  the  city 
in  the  filling  and  laying  out  of  the  street. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  order 
for  collection  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes  of  the  cur- 
rent year,  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

REMOVAL   OF   SIDEWALK   ON   TKBMONT   STREET. 

The  report  and  order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets 
to  remove  the  sidewalk  on  Tremont  street  adjacent  to 
the  Common,  and  put  the  street  in  condition  for 
passage  of  vehicles,  were  considered. 

Alderman  Quincy  wished  for  more  information  on 
the  subject  as  to  the  necessity  for  this  measure  be- 
fore voting  for  it.  By  removing  the  sidewalk  out- 
side of  the  fence  he  feared  it  would  follow  that  the 
fence  itself  would  be  removed  and  that  it  would  be 
but  the  entering  wedge  for  further  encroachments 
upon  the  Common.  Two  years  ago.  when  this  sub- 
ject was  brought  up,  the  Chief-of  Police  was  directed 
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to  report  upon  the  subject  of  travel  on  Tremont 
street,  and  the  blocking  of  travel,  and  on  this  report 
the  measure  failed. 

Alderman  Qiiincy  read  from  the  report  of  theChief- 
of -Police,  from  which  it  appeared,  he  said, that  of  the 
blockings  of  the  streets  alongside  of  the  Common, 
eight  of  them  originated  north  of  Park  street  The 
measurement  of  the  street  in  various  places  showed 
that  the  narrowest  part  was  north  of  l^ark  street, 
and  while  the  statement  was  made  of  the  blockings 
below,  how  many  times  the  street  was  blocked  above 
they  did  not  know.  They  only  knew  how  many 
times  there  weri^  blockingo  north  of  Park  street. 
He  wished  to  introduce  a  similar  order  for  the  Chief- 
of-Poiice  to  ascertain  the  blocking  of  tlie  street 
in  its  diif erect  sections,  before  taking  action  on  this 
order,  lie  moved  that  the  order  under  consideration 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  the 
order  on  the  table  would  not  prevail,  for  there  was 
no  need  of  directing  the  Chief  of  Police  to  ascertain 
whether  there  was  any  blockade  in  Tremont  street, 
for  anybody  could  asceitain  that  in  fifteen  minutes. 
From  eight  o'clocK  in  the  morning  to  five  o'clock, 
there  was  not  a  street  in  the  city  moie  crowded. 
From  Bromtield,  Winter,  Temple  and  West  streets, 
there  is  a  constant  stream  of  travel  into  Tremont 
street,  causing  a  continual  blockade.  We  are  now 
spending  $5,0U0,0()0  or  $0,000,(100  for  street  improve- 
ments, while  here  is  an  opportunity  to  widen  a  street 
from  six  to  eight  feet,  without  costing  more  than 
$25,000.  No  place  in  the  city  more  needed  widening 
than  Tremont  street. 

While  it  was  not  proposed  to  do  more  than  remove 
tlie  sidewalk,  he  would  go  further  and  remove  the 
fence,  then  lay  a  curb  stone  two  or  three  feet  further 
back.  It  was  only  proposed  to  remove  the  sidewalk, 
so  that  it  will  give  room  for  the  passage  of  vehicles 
between  the  fence  and  the  car  tracks.  If  it  was  a 
measure  requiring  a  street  widening  not  more  neces- 
sary, at  a  cost  of  $300,000,  they  would  vote  for  it. 
But  here  was  a  case  in  which  it  was  necessary  merely 
to  remove  the  sidewalk  to  secure  a  valuable  improve- 
ment. To  ask  the  Chief-of-Police  to  ascertain  wheth- 
er there  were  blocks  in  the  "  street  would  be  to  spend 
time  for  nothing,  for  it  was  well  known  that  there  is 
a  complete  blockade  in  the  street  from  nine  to  five 
o'clock.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  order  would 
not  be  laid  on  the  table,  but  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  would  be  directed  to  remove  the  sidewalk 
without  delay 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  had  no  doiibt  there  were 
blocks  in  the  street,  but  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  blocks  were  not  now  as  in  1871,  eight  out  of  ten 
originating  north  of  Park  street.  If  that  is  the  case 
still,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  this  measure.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  widening,  it  is  necessary  to  widen 
the  street  north  of  Park  street,  and  to  remove  the 
hacks  and  wagons  which  now  obstruct  the  street 
before  taking  other  action. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  Committee  on  Streets 
have  initiated  the  measure  that  no  more  licenses 
shall  be  granted  for  wagons  or  coaches  to  stand  in 
Tremont  street.  That  portion  of  the  street  north  of 
Park  street  cannot  be  widened  except  at  a  very  large 
expense.  There  was  no  doubt  the  time  would  come 
for  the  widening  of  Tremont  street  from  Park  street 
to  ScoUay  square.  When  improvements  are  made  in 
the  Tremont  House,  as  no  doubt  some  time  there 
will  be,  the  widening  may  be  made.  But  here  is  a 
widening  which  can  be  made  at  no  expense.  The 
same  objections  were  made  to  the  cutting  oft"  of  the 
corner  of  the  mall  at  Boylston  street,  and  the  im- 
provement was  made  in  the  night.  When  it  was 
done,  every  one  was  surpri.-ed  at  the  benefit,  and 
wondered  why  it  was  not  done  before,  and  so  it  will 
be  in  this  case.  It  was  their  duty  to  make  such  im- 
provements when  it  can  be  done  at  no  expense,  and 
let  other  matters  which  ntquire  enormous  expendi- 
tures, einain  for  the  future. 

Alderman  Gibson  hoped  the  order  would  not  be 
laid  on  the  table,  for  there  was  no  good  reason  for  it. 
The  space  now  occupied  by  a  sidewalk  outside  of  the 
fence  was  entirely  useless,  and  by  taking  away  of. the 
sidewalk  it  would  allow  anotlier  line  of  vehicles  to 
pass  outside  of  the  railroad  track,  and  thus  relieve 
the  street  from  blocking.  Three-fourths  of  the  peo- 
ple now  walk  inside  the  fence  on  the  mall,  and  it  will 
be  no  hardship  for  the  other  fouith  to  walk  inside  on 
the  gravelled  mall.  With  a  gowd  width  the  street 
will  never  be  blocked.  It  was  one  of  the  most  neces- 
sary improvements,  and  it  vv'ill  not  be  a  week  after 
it  is  done  before  the  people  will  wonder  it  was  not 
done  before. 

The  Chair  now  stated  that  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  not  debatable,  but  by  general  consent 
the  debate  was  continued. 

Alderman  Clark  stated  that  during  the  winter  the 
sidewalk  outside  of  the  fence  was  covered  with  snow 


and  ice  and  was  comparatively  unnecessary.  In  the 
winter  plank  walks  may  be  laid  down  the  mall  as  on 
other  walks.  They  did  not  ask  to  encroach  upon  the 
Common,  but  to  take  up  a  useless  sidewalk,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  passage  of  vehicles,  at  no  expense. 

Alderman  Emery  said  he  should  be  happy  to  vote 
for  the  order,  for  it  was  time  that  the  widening  of 
the  street  in  that  manner  should  be  done.  The  Al- 
derman who  opposed  it  suggested  that  there  were 
clogs  north  of  Park  street.  Doubtless  there  were, 
yet  that  was  no  reason  why  this  portion  of  the  street 
should  not  be  widened.  It  could  be  done  at  a  trifling 
expense,  and  it  should  be  done.  Where  the  stieet 
can  be  widened  it  should  be,  and  the  order  should  be 
pa^sed. 

The.motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table  was  lost, 
when  the  order  was  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  petitions  of  trustees  of  Grammar  School,  Eox- 
\)ury,  and  of  Pearson  Brothers  &  Co.,  were  severally 
referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  reports  were  severally  accepted,  in 
concurrence: 

Keports  from  Committee  on  Claims  (leave  to  with 
draw)  on  petition  of  John  Burns,  for  damages  to  his 
dock  on  Condor  street;  of  Emma  H.  Crosby,  for 
personal  injuries  on  Tremont  street,  and  of  George 
S.  Keyes  for  damages  on  account  of  erection  of  an 
engine  house  next  his  estate. 

Keports  from  Committee  on  Survey,  etc.,  of 
Buildings,  granting  leave  to  Phineas  B.  Smith,  S.  S. 
Lord,  P'rescott  &  Chapin,  Frank  J.  Uownes,  and  L. 
Petsch,  to  make  additions  to  their  buildings,  etc. 

Keport  (no  action  necessary  by  the  City  Council)  on 
petition  of  A.  O.  Wellington  &  Co.,  for  erection  of 
coal  sheds. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  report  (leave  tj 
withdraw)  on  petition  of  Suffolk  Kindling  Wood 
Company,  to  erect  a  shed  on  First  street.  Fear  K 
stieet,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  orders  Were  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police  officer, 
for  exa'a  services. 

Orders  for  purchase  of  the  estate  of  th.e  late  Na- 
thaniel Whiting,  between  Washington  square  and 
place,  containing  1523  square  feet,  at  not  exceeding 
$11  per  foot,  and  to  erect  on  said  lot  and  those  on 
each  side,  owned  by  the  city,  a  building  for  a  steam 
fire  engine,  and  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  and  the 
horses  and  men  connected  therewith;  and  also  for  a 
loan  of  $50,000  to  be  applied  therefor. 

The  order  authorizing  the  tower  of  the  Ticknor 
Schoolhouse  to  be  raised,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$700,  was  a  subject  of  inquiry  as  to  its  origin.  Alder- 
man Gibson  stating  that  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  he  was  not  aware  that  it 
had  been  before  that  committee. 

Alderman  Clark  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
reference,  but  knew  nothing  of  the  matter. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  knew  something  of  it,  if  the  com- 
mittee did  not.  He  had  been  trying  to  find  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  subject.  The  Superintendent 
of  Fire  Alarms  Had  consulted  with  him  about  it,  and 
as  a  clock  had  been  ordered  for  the  schoolhouse  some 
time  ago,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be- 
lieved it  '.voiild  be  necessary  to  raise  the  tower.  To 
him  it  was  fully  understood. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  was  not  aware  that  a 
clock  nad  been  ordered  to  be  placed  in  that  school- 
house,  and  it  might  be  that  the  Supeiintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  understood  the  matter,  but  the 
committee  did  not.  If  all  the  applications  which 
came  here  for  such  purposes  were  granted,  and 
clocks  are  put  up  in  various  places  where  they  are 
not  needed,  and  wbei'e  few  look  at  them,  the  appro- 
propiiation  for  Public  Buildings  will  come  much 
short  of  what  is  called  for.  They  could  not  provide 
for  every  thijig,  in  rurnishinir  every  schoolhouse, 
jail,  and  other  buildings,  with  clocks. 

Alderman  Power  oid  not  see  any  impropriety  in 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  not  lieing  called 
upon  any  more  Ihan  the  Committee  on  Clocks.  If  a 
cluck  was  needed  anywhere,  it  was  on  that  house,  for 
there  was  none  in  that  vicinity.  It  could  not  be  put 
there  without  an  alteration  in  the  tower,  and  there 
were  not  many  improvements  more  needed  for  a  sim- 
ilar purpose  than  this. 

Alderman  Sayward  did  not  think  so  many  clocks 
were  needed,  and  he  thought  the  oi'der  had  better  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  learn  their  opinions. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

UEl'ORTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  make  the.  annual   examination  of  the 
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bonds  of  the  several  city  oflScers,  made  a  report  that 
they  find  all  the  bonds  to  be  correct  in  form  and  the 
sureties  of  each  sufficient.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  E.  &  R.W.  Sears  for  reimburse- 
ment of  a  portion  of  rent  for  City  Hospital  wharf, 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  the  petition  of  David 
R,  Whitney,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boil- 
er and  engine  on  New  street.  East  Boston.  Accept- 
ed. 

Alderman  Saywavd,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  stables  as  follows:  Thomas 
Wilkins,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Green  street,  near  old  well;  D.  W.  Parmenter,  to 
erect  a  stable  for  three  horses  ©n  Condor  street;  Pat- 
rick Coyne,  lo  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one  horse 
on  Eighth  street,  between  M  and  N  streets;  G.  H. 
Barker,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  three  horses 
on  Saratoga  street,  between  Moore  and  Byron  streets; 
John  D.  Campbell,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  rear  of  Putnam  street.  Ward  1;  and  leave 
to  withdraw,  on  petition  of  Maurice  Lane,  for  leave 
to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Long- 
wood  avenue,  between  Parker  street  and  Bumstead 
lane.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  licenses  as  follows:  E. 
W.  Wiggins,  for  leave  to  exhibit  the  "Giant  Couple" 
at  the  Meionaou  for  ten  days  from  July  1;  also 
licenses  to  John  N.  Brown  and  John  Glaucy  as  auc- 
tioneers; and  licenses  to  sixteen  newsboys  and  three 
bootblacks,  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  dealers 
in  second-hand  articles,  sixty-six  pawnbrokers,  and 
to  thirty-six  persons  to  keep  intelligence  offices,  as 
victuallers  and  innholders,  etc. 

Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  G.  E.  Lothrop,  to  open  an  anatomical 
museum  at  No.  161  Court  street,  and  on  petitions  of 
Nicholas  Bessey,  Holmes  &,  Rowerth,  Margaret 
Lambrecht,  Michael  G.  Minon,  31  Lagrange  street, 
Margaret  Sayage,  29  Lagrange  street,  and  John  Flem- 
ming.  No.  1013  Tremont  street,  for  licenses  as  vic- 
tuallers.    Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered.  That  hack  licenses  numbered  from  1  to 
637  inclusive,  except  Nos.  98,  111,  120.  129,  1.51,  be 
granted  for  one  year  from  July  1,  187'3. 

Ordered.  That  wasjon  licenses  numbered  from  1  to 
3338  inclusive,  except  Nos  ;«),  309,  .523,  567  and  1451 
be  granted  for  one  year  from  July  1.  1873. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  severally  on  petitions  of 
Minerva  W.  Houghton,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  493  Tremont  street;  Francis  Chickey's  heirs,  to  be 
paid  for  grade  damages  at  35  Warren  ton  street;  C.  E. 
Jacksun,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  No.  124 
Essex  street:  Stephen  M.  Allen,  f<ir  a  sewer  in  Centre 
street,  near  Marcella  street;  Samuel  B.  Hopkins  and 
others,  that  West  Dedham  street  be  paved  with  wood 
or  granite  blocks;  Eben  Jackson  and  others,  that 
Fourth  street  be  paved  from  A  street  to  Dorchester 
avenue;  Ralph  Haskins's  executors,  that  their  right 
of  drainage  through  Blue-Hill  avenue  be  restored. 
Severally  accepted. 

The  same  committee  reported  no  action  necessary 
on  the  several  petitions  of  John  C.  O'Callahan,  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  caused  by  surface  water  on 
Columbus  street.  Ward  16;  Samuel  Downer  and 
others,  for  abatement  of  a  nuisance  near  Creek  street. 
Ward  16,  said  nuisance  having  been  abated;  Bar- 
tholomew Roach  and  others,  that  a  niiisance  near 
Creech  street  may  be  aiiated,  the  nuisance  having 
been  abated;  Timothy  McCarthy,  for  the  grade  of 
Tremont  street  between  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  and  Tremont  street;  and  no  action  neces- 
sary during  the  present  season  on  petition  of  H.  G. 
Flinn  and  others,  that  some  street  in  East  Boston  be 
assigned  for  coasting  purposes.      Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildinas,  made  a  report  that  they 
have  received  a  communication  from  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  requesting  the  consideration  of  certain 
needed  repairs  upon  the  Central  Charity  Bureau 
Building  and  Temporary  Home;  also  that  some 
means  of  safety  may  be  provided  for  the  inmates  of 
the  Temporary  Home,  in  case  of  fire. 

The  committee  have  considered  the  request  of  the 
Overseers  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  same  should 
be  granted;  the  cost  of  said  repairs  and  improve- 
ments being  estimated  at  $3000.  In  order  that  the 
work  may  commence  as  speedily  as  possible,  they 
would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 


Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs 
and  improvements  as  may  be  needed  in  the  Central 
Ciiarity  Bureau  Building  and  Temporary  Home;  also 
to  provide  a  fire  escape  for  the  Temporarj;  Home,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $3000;  all  of  said  repairs  and  im- 
provements to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  and  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 
The  order  was  passed. 

NUISANCE  IN  THE  HALLBCK-STBBBT  DISTEICT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Suft'olk-street  District,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  Board  of  Health 
in  relation  to  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  caused 
by  the  imperfect  diainage  of  the  territory  between 
Tremont,  Ruggles,  Parker  and  Prentiss  streets,  hav- 
ing carefully  C(msidered  the  subject,  made  a  report, 
as  follows: 

This  territory,  known  as  the  Halleck-street  district, 
covers  an  area  of  about  twenty-eight  acres,  of  which 
twenty-six  acres  are  less  than  eighteen  feet  above 
mean  low  water.  The  grade  of  the  streets  varies  from 
twelve  to  twenty-eight  feet,  and  the  general  grade  of 
the  vacant  lanos  inlhe  interior  is  about  ten  feet.  In 
1878  the  City  Council  petitioned  the  General  Court 
for  authority  to  take  the  land  with  the  buildings  and 
other  fixtures  thereon  and  abate  the  nuisance  in  the 
same  manner  that  similar  nuisances  had  been  abated 
in  the  Church-street  and  Suffolk-street  districts.  The 
authority  to  take  the  property  was  granted,  but,  in- 
stead of  requiring  the  parties  who  failed  to  agree  with 
the  city  upon  the  damage  done  by  the  taking  to  join 
in  a  simple  bill  in  equity  and  have  the  matter  passed 
upon  in  the  first  instance  by  three  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Supreme  Court,  the  act  allows  any  or 
all  of  the  parties  in  interest  to  apply  directly  for  a 
jury  in  the  same  manner  and  subject  to  the  same 
provisions  of  law  as  if  the  property  had  been  taken 
for  a  street. 

By  proceeding  under  thjs  act  the  city  would  be 
involved  in  expenses  which  are  not  warranted  by  the 
circumstances.  The  estimated  expense  for  raising 
the  territory,  raising  and  underpinning  the  buildings, 
paving  the  streets,  and  building  sidewalks,  sewers 
and  cesspools,  is  .$389,000.  Following  the  precedents 
established  in  the  cases  of  Church  street  and  Suffolk 
street,  the  owners  would  expect  the  city  to  do  the 
whole  or  the  greater  portion  of  this  work,  and  recon- 
vey  the  estates  without  charging  any  betterments. 
There  is  no  obligati(m  resting  upon  the  city  to  abate 
this  nuisance  except  ir  the  usual  way,  that  is,  a,,  the 
expense  of  the  owners  of  the  estates  on  which  the 
nuisance  exists.  The  impaired  drainage  on  the 
Church-street  and  Suffolk-street  districts  was  the 
result  of  action  to  which  the  city  for  certain  valuable 
considerations  gave  its  assent,  and  although  there 
was  no  legal  liability  on  the  part  of  the  city  to  make 
good  the  damage,  the  parties  in  interest  had  a  strong 
claim  in  equity,  and  it  was  upon  that  ground  that  the 
improvements  upon  these  districts  were  made. 

In  the  present  case,  the  purpose  sought  to  be  ac- 
complished, namely,  the  immediate  abatement  of  a 
nuisance,  could  not  be  eflected  by  proceeding  under 
this  act  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  necessary  that  ac- 
curate descriptions  of  the  estates  should  be  made 
before  the  city  can  proceed  to  take  them.  Some 
progress  has  been  made  by  the  City  Surveyor  in  pre- 
paring these  descriptions,  but  C(msiderabie  time  will 
still  be  required  to  complete  them.  Further  time 
would  be  consumed  in  making  contracts  and  begin- 
ning the  work  of  tilling,  so  that  with  the  utmost  en- 
ergy nothing  could  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
abating  the  nuisance  until  the  necessity  for  action 
had  passed. 

It  appears  from  'a,  personal  inspection  of  the  prem- 
ises that  although  the  whole  district  is  at  a  low  grade, 
only  a  small  part  of  it  is  in  a  condition  to  be  inju- 
rious to  the  public  health.  Some  of  the  owners  have 
already  filled  their  lands  sufficiently  to  abate  any 
nuisance,  and  if  the  others  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  the 
same,  the  Board  of  Health  has  ample  power  to  do  it 
at  tneir  expense  and  without  delay.  For  these  rea- 
sons the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  not 
be  expedient  for  the  City  Council  to  exercise  the  au- 
thority granted  by  the  Legislature. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  acceptance  of 
the  report. 

Alderman  Clark  remarked  upon  the  position  of  the 
question,  that  the  Board  of  Health  had  referred  the 
matter  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  to  abate  the 
nuisance  complained  of,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
nothing  that  concerned  them,  and  this  committee, 
after  looking  at  it,  said  it  was  nothing  that  concerned 
them.  The  evil  complained  of  was  a  consummate 
nuisance,  and  it  was  never  worse  than  it  is  now.  The 
filling  up,  as  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Health,  would 
not  affect  it.  He  rode  around  in  the  vicinity,  on  Par- 
ker street,  on  Saturday  night,  and  ascertained  what 
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the  nuisance  was.  In  the  change  of  direction  of  the 
sewer,  the  contents  flowed  over  a  space  of  two  hun- 
dred or  three  hundred  acres,  and  the  exhalations 
caused  the  nuisance  complained  of. 

Instead  of  constructing  a  channel  for  the  sewerage 
to  deep  water,  the  sewage  empties  itself  upon  the 
flats,  and  just  so  long  as  it  Is  allowed  to  evaporate 
there,  they  would  have  the  smells.  It  was  not  the 
space  in  the  Halleck-street  District  nor  Miller's  River, 
but  this  evaporation  from  the  sewer  which  caused 
the  nuisance  every  where  complained  of  on  the 
Back  Bay,  and  the  filling  up  as  proposed  by 
the  Board  of  Health  would  not  remedy  the 
evil.  The  sewer  empties  itself  on  the  right 
hand  of  Parker  street,  and  was  the  source  of  all  the 
smells  at  the  West  and  South  ends.  It  would  be 
necessary  in  providing  a  remedy  that  a  sewer  should 
be  constructed  of  a  suflicienl  capacity  to  carry  the 
contents  to  deep  water.  Until  this  was  done  the  city 
would  be  liable  to  cholera,  yellow  fever  and  other 
pestilences,  in  spite  of  the  Board  of  Health  or  of  the 
Health  Committea. 

Last  year  a  complaint  was  made  on  account  of  this 
nuisance,  and  an  act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed 
which  It  was  supposed  would  remedy  it.  We  are 
now,  on  the  1st  of  July,  nowhere  nearer  the  abate- 
ment of  the  nuisance  than  we  were  last  year  at  this 
time.  With  the  exception  of  getting  rid  of  the 
smallpox  and  the  vacation  of  a  few  tenement  houses 
we  have  gained  little  by  the  establishment  of  a 
Board  of  Health.  With  all  the  boards  of  health  or 
of  special  committees  we  shall  not  get  rid  of  the 
nuisance  until  we  have  a  sufliclent  sewerage  system 
to  drain  the  city. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  desired  to  understand 
the  subject,  and  as  he  could  not,  he  moved  that  the 
report  be  laid  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  print 
every  document  which  was  reported  to  the  City 
Council.  If  anybody  had  power  to  abate  this  nuis- 
ance, it  was  the  Board  of  Health,  for  they  had  all  the 
power  given  to  them  which  was  possessed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  Board  of  Health.  It  was 
proper  to  refer  back  the  leport,  or  make  any  other 
disposition  of  it,  so  far  as  that  was  concerned. 

Alderman  Sayward  believed  there  was  no  doubt  the 
Boardiof  Health  had  all  the  power  that  was  necessary, 
to  abate  nuisances,  but  thought  if  the  matter  origin- 
ated from  sewers,  it  might  be  referred  to  t  he  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers.  The  Suffolk-street  Committee  might 
have  done  better  than  to  refer  it  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  who  had  not  the  power  to  build  sewers. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Board  of  Health  could 
require  thfi  proper  means  to  be  used  to  abate  the  nuis- 
ance. It  was  time  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers  to 
act  when  their  attention  was  called  to  it. 

Alderman  Quincy  inquired  whether  the  matter  had 
been  before  the  Board  of  Health,  and  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  order  to  which  the  report  related. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  supposed  the  report  was 
made  up  on  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor,  or  his 
assi.stant.  The  smell,  he  repeated,  did  not  come  from 
Halleck  street,  but  from  where  the  sewer  empties 
upon  the  flats.  The  Board  of  Health  should  have 
found  out  where  it  came  from  and  suggested  a  reme- 
dy, complaint  was  made  in  the  public  press  about 
the  nuisance,  which  induced  the  Board  of  Health  to 
call  attention  to  it.  But  wlvere,  he  asked,  was  the 
press  which  last  year  made  such  a  complaint  against 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  Board  of  Health?  They 
should  have  asked  ere  thi-.  Have  we  a  Board  of 
Health? 

For  the  last  fortnight  the  stench  had  been  so  great 
in  many  places  on  the  Bac^  Bay  that  the  people  were 
obliged  to  close  their  windows,  but  the  press  had 
been  silent  as  to  the  remedy.  It  was  their  duty  to 
stir  up  the  Board  of  Health  as  they  did  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  last  year.  It  was  a  part  of  their  duty  to  do 
such  things.  The  Board  of  Health  should  have  in- 
quired wh<»ther  the  systematic  drainage  of  the  city 
was  necessary  to  the  removal  of  the  nuisance.  The 
Superintendent  of  Sewers,  he  understood,  had 
changed  the  course  of  the  sewer  for  some  purpose, 
and  tomorrow  would  turn  it  back,  and  the  Board  of 
Health  would  probably  go  up  with  a  barrel  of  disin- 
fecting powder  to  disinfect  the  nuisance,  but  it 
would  require  more  than  one  barrel  to  do  it,  for  it 
was  caused  by  evaporation  on  the  flats. 

Alderman  Quincy,  on  examination  of  the  report, 
said  the  committee  give  reasons  why  the  act  to  which 
the  Board  of  Health  referred  would  not  remedy  the 
evil.  If  such  is  the  fact  that  the  act  cannot  be  put 
in  operation,  then  the  Board  of  Health  should  tell  us 
how  the  nuisance  shall  be  abated.  He  moved  that 
the  report  be  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Brown  said  the  committee  visited  the 
locality  in  person,  and  found  the  condition  of  it  to 
be  such  that  the  nuisance  should  be  abated  at  once. 


Under  the  act  it  would  require  until  September  to 
make  an  inventory  of  the  property  preparatory  to 
taking  it,  while  the  Board  of  Health  has  all  the 
power  necessary  for  abating  such  nuisances,  and  they 
reported  it  back  to  the  board  to  act  at  once.  They 
believed  the  board  was  instituted  for  certain  pur 
poses,  and  to  fnltil  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
created,  it  was  referred  to  the  board  for  their  ad- 
judication. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  believed  in  the  Board 
of  Health,  although  he  was  opposed  to  its  organiza- 
tion, and  believed  it  had  done  all  that  was  in  its 
power  for  the  public  health,  and  that  it  will  abate 
this  and  all  other  nuisances. 

Alderman  Gibson  did  not  see  how  they  could  abate 
this  nuisance,  for  they  could  not  cart  earth  upon 
three  hundred  acres  of  flats.  They  might  build  up  a 
a  dike  to  keep  the  flats  flowed  with  salt  water,  but 
that  would  be  a  job  of  mouths.  It  would  require  a 
long  time  to  get  such  a  space  sweetened. 

Alderman  Brown  stated  that  a  point  easterly  of 
Parker  street  was  pestUeutial  in  character.  There 
was  one  section  of  eighteen  or  twenty  acres  vihich 
would  cost  from  iai/2  to  20  cents  per  foot  to  fill  it,  and 
under  the  act  of  ftlling  would  be  chargeable  to  the 
abutters,  the  owners  of  the  property.  The  taking 
possession  of  the  land  would  require  until  fall  to  do 
so,  while  the  Board  of  Health  could  abate  the  nui- 
sance at  once. 

Alderman  Gibson  stated  that  three  years  ago,  when 
they  began  filling  in  of  a  portion  of  the  Back  Bay, 
there  was  a  disagreeable  stench,  and  a  water  course 
was  opened  which  flowed  it.  Possibly  this  might  be 
done  so. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  there  were  particular 
points  which  the  Board  of  Health  referred  to  as  caus- 
ing the  ntxisance,  and  those  were  not  bigger  than 
this  room,  and  $1000  for  each  place  on  either  side  of 
Halleck  street  would  be  sufficient  to  fill  them  up.  A 
notice  of  three  days  was  all  that  was  necessary  for 
the  Board  of  Health  to  give,  when  these  special 
points  could  be  covered  in  ten  days.  As  to  sewer- 
age, there  was  no  doubt  a  better  system  would  be 
needed  before  many  years.  The  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  would  remove  the  temporary  dam  tomorrow, 
and  much  of  the  smell  would  disappear. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  committee  did  right  in  re- 
porting the  matter  back,  for  the  City  Government, 
under  the  Legislative  act,  would  be  put  to  great  ex- 
pense, which  should  be  borne  by  abutters.  Yet  the 
locality  in  question  was  not  the  source  of  the  nui- 
sance. If  the  Board  of  Health  had  been  indefatigable 
in  their  duties,  they  would  have  found  out  the  cause 
of  the  nuisance.  Last  year  it  was  impossible  to  be 
near  this  sewer  five  minutes  without  being  sick,  and  no 
doubt  this  was  the  same  trouble  which  was  complain- 
ed of  twelve  months  ago.  The  Board  of  Health  should 
have  known  it  did  not  originate  in  the  Halleck-street 
district,  but  in  a  district  over  a  large  area  cf  flats. 

The  water  is  let  out  and  filled  up  once  or  twice  a 
day,  but  the  sewerage  is  not  carried  off.  The  same 
is  true  of  a  sewer  which  extends  under  the  Public 
Garden  and  empties  into  the  river  near  Beacon 
street.  The  Roxbury  canal  was  complainea  of 
twelve  months  ago,  and  was  deepened,  yet  it  is  about 
as  bad  as  ever.  The  sewerage  of  all  that  part  of  the 
city  is  bad,  and  never  can  be  kept  healthy  in  its 
present  condition.  The  Board  of  Health  should  have 
devised  some  system  of  drainage,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  sewage  at  deep  water  on  one  side  of  the  city  or 
the  other,  but  nothing  had  been  done  nor  suggested 
by  them.  It  was  neither  one  side  of  the  city  nor  the 
other,  nor  Miller's  River  which  was  the  cause  of  the 
stench,  but  this  nuisance  which  was  stated  by  him. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  an  application  was  made 
to  the  last  Legislature  for  authority  to  construct  a 
circular  wall  in  the  river  at  Beacon  street,  to  cause  a 
better  flow  of  water,  but  some  of  the  residents  op- 
posed it,  it  was  defeated,  and  they  must  endure  the 
smell. 

Alderman  Sayward  withdrew  his  motion  to  print, 
when  the  report  was  accepted. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown 
Ordered,  That  the  expenses  for  grading  and  plank- 
ing the  territory   hired   by   the  city  of  the  ludia  and 
Central  V/harf  corporations' for  a  vegetable  market 
be  charged  to  the  approuriation  for  Markets. 
On  motion  of  Alderman. Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms, 
under  the  direction  of  the  cominiltec  on  that  depart- 
ment, be  authorized  to  have  suitable  notices  printed, 
giving  information  of  the  location  of  the  nearest  sig- 
nal box  and  key  to  the  same,  for  distribution  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  signal   boxes,  at  a  cost  estimated  not 
to  exceed  i5;400;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Fire  Alarms. 
Ordered,  'J'hat  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms, 
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under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  that  depart- 
ment, be  authorized  to  extend  the  telegraph  lines, 
repaint  poles,  etc.,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $2500; 
the  same  lo  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire 
Alarms. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  be 
authorized  to  expend   a  sum  not  exceeding  $500  in 
each  case  for  apparatus,  or  making  such  extensions, 
alterations  and  repairs  as  may  at  any  time  be  neces- 
sary,  said   sums  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
tor  Fire  Alarms. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  GafHeld — 
Ordered,  That  the    City  Surveyor   be    authorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Surveyor's  Department,  to  make  such   purchases 
of  supplies,  instruments  and  materials,  and  to   incur 
such  other  expenses  as  may  be  necessary  for  his  de- 
partment from  time  to  time  during  the  present  mu- 
nicipal year. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 
Ordered,  That  so  much  of    the    Annual   Report  of 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  a*:  relates  to  ac- 
commodations for  the  inmates  of  the  several   institu- 
tions under  their   charge,  be    referred    to    the   Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Institutions. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Power— 
Ordeied,   That  the  Superintendent  of    Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones.  pave  the 
gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Dorchester 
avenue,  between  Glover's  Corner  and  Field's  Corner. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers   be 
directed    to    construct  a  common   sewer  in   Bolton 
street,  and  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  to   this 
Board,  according  to  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Lexington 
street,  between  Prescott  and  Eagle  streets,  and  re- 
port a  schedule  of  the  expense  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Arch  street, 
between  Milk  and  Franklin  streets,  and  report  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Silver 
street  between  A  and  B  streets,  and  report  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  to  this  Board. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 
Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  extending  West 
Chester  park  to  Beacon  street— $15,335 10— be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets. 

Ordced,  That  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  contract  with  parties  owning  estates  on 
the  Fort  Hill  territory,  so  called,  ad,ioining  land  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  to  build  party  walls,  one-half  of 
said  walls  to  stand  on  the  city's  land  and  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  city  or  its  assigns  where  used. 

Ordered,  That  there  bp'paid  to  the  heirs  of  William 
H.  Prentice  the  sum  of  $65, '206  50,  for  land  taken  and 
all  damages  r^ccasioned  by  the  widening  of  Broad 
street,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to 
the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Henry  Poor  &  Son 
the  sum  of  $9000,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  widening  of  Congress  street,  upon 
the  usual  conditions ;  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict Loan. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Warren  A.  Rogers 
the  sum  of  $4562,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  widening  of  Bedford  street,  upon 
the  usual  c<mditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered.  That  there  be  paid  to  George  A.  P.  Dar- 
ling the  sum  of  $3240,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Harrison  avenue, 
upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Martha  M.  J'^nkins 
the  sum  of  $1334,  ft.rland  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  widening  of  Cottage  street,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  "the  appropriation 
for  Widening  Streets. 

.  Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  James 
H.  Foster  the  sum  of  .il;3935,  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Bedford 
street^  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  William 
H.  Monroe  the  sum  of  $4771,  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Bedford 
street,  upon  the  usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to 
appropriation  for  Widening  Streets. 

Ordered.  That  there  be  paid  to  Horatio  G.  Hall  the 
sum  of  $1400,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Cove  street,  upon  the 
usual  conditions;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Widening  Streets. 

MUSIC   ON   THE   COMMON,  ETC. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following  order: 


Ordered,  That  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
mcM,  with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may  .ioin,  be 
a  special  committee  with  authority  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  furnishing  music  on  the  Common  and  in 
other  sections  of  the  city  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$2500;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incident- 
als. 

Aldermau  Clarke  in  support  of  the  order,  urged 
that  it  was  one  of  the  duties  of  the  City  Government 
to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  and  to  provide 
for  the  reasonable  entertainment  of  the  multitude. 
Many  members  of  the  Board  were  in  favor  of  the  for- 
mer order,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  more  for  the 
passing  this  to  appropriate  the  trifling  sum  of  $2500 
for  the  entertainment  of  poor  people  who  could  not 
afford  to  purchase  tickets  for  musical  entertainments. 
Many  members  of  the  Bo^rd  could  pay  their  fifty 
cents  to  $2  for  concerts  and  $4  to  go  to  an  opera,  but 
there  were  thousands  who  could  not  spend  such  sums 
for  amusements.  He  did  not  expect  to  hear  these 
concerts,  but  there  were  those  in  his  family  who 
would,  and  there  were  many  in  the  outlying  wards 
who  would  attend  them. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  order  was  precisely  the 
same  as  that  which  had  been  considered,  and  he  had 
nothing  more  to  say  than  he  did  when  that  was  up, 
and  he  had  not  changed  his  mind.  They  had  cut 
down  the  appropriations  for  the  Fourth  of  July,  a  day 
especially  set  apart  for  such  entertainments  and 
when  it  is  expected,  and  they  had  cut  down  all  other 
expenditures  not  necessary,  and  not  .iustified  in  other 
days.  He  believed  as  he  had  stated  before  that  they 
had  as  much  right  to  furnish  free  theatrical  amuse- 
ments as  they  had  to  furnish  music.  If  allowed, 
they  would  not  know  where  to  stop  in  such  expendi- 
tures, and  they  should  be  left  to  the  Barnums  and 
the  theatrical  managers.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
sum  appropriated  would  buy  a  steam  fire  engine, 
and  it  was  true,  and  they  should  save  it,  and  feel  the 
necessity  of  saving  tbe  expense  of  such  luxuries  as 
we  could  once  afford. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  that  we  were  spending  $70,- 
000  or  $80,000  for  improvements  on  the  Common  and 
public  gr  unds,  and  why  not  spend  the  trifling  sum 
of  $2,500  to  enable  the  people  to  en.ioy  music?  Since 
the  last  order  was  up  he  had  been  carefully  looking 
over  the  matter,  and  believed  that  such  an  expendit- 
ure was  as  good  as  any  money  which  could  be  spent 
this  year.  Such  an  exjjenditnre  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  and  he  hoped  it  would  receive  an  unani- 
mous vote.  People  had  complained  and  found  fault 
with  his  vote  against  the  former  order,  and  he  had 
felt  guilty  ever  since.  He  was  sorry,  and  believed 
this  would  be  one  of  the  best  expenditures  this  sea- 
son. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  willing  to  forgive  the 
Alderman  if  he  was  sorry,  but  he  doubted  whether 
these  concerts  were  for  the  poor  exclusively.  Were 
any  of  them  given  in  the  South  Cove,  or  in  North 
street,  or  Joy  or  Phillips  street?  They  were  given 
in  such  places  as  West  Chester  park.  Independence 
square,  or  other  select  places.  Such  expenditures 
were  made  on  great  holidays,  but  it  was  a  question 
in  a  moral  point  of  view,  whether  these  concerts  were 
beneficial.  As  to  the  matter  of  beautifying  public 
squares,  everything  of  that  kind  was  conducive  to 
health,  morals  and  good  taste,  but  it  was  not  so  in 
this  case.  But  the  expenditure  was  objectionable  on 
the  ground  of  economy;  this  pressure  for  music  was 
not  from  the  taxpayers,  who  think  economy  nec- 
essary. 

Alderman  Quincv  said  he  was  in  favor  of  economy, 
yet  he  feared  that  in  this  case  it  was  like  saving  at 
the  spigot  and  losing  at  the  bunghole.  It  was  a 
legitimate  expenditure  in  providing  amusement  for 
the  poor,  and  it  may  be,  as  suggested,  that  enouah 
was  not  appropriated  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  July.  It  was  true  that  in  providing  con- 
certs there  might  be  some  wrongmingling  with  them, 
for  so  it  must  be  always;  yet,  in  providing  for  tne 
enjoyment  of  the  many,  should  there  be  a  few  cases- 
in  which  vice  shows  itst'lf,  it  would  be  no  reason 
why  the  enjoyment  should  not  be  allowed. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  evident  the  Alderman 
could  never  get  over  that  balloon  ascension  on  the 
Fourth  of  July.  Yet  he  could  assure  him  that  these 
concerts  were  not  ctuifined  to  the  parks  named  by 
him.  List  year  there  were  one  or  two  in  North 
square  and  some  elsewhere,  which  wei-e  enjoyed  by 
many  in  those  localities  as  much  as  did  tlie  '  Alder- 
man at  the  Apollo  Club,  for  which  he  paid  $15.  So 
it  was  in  j<outh  Boston  not  on  Independence  square, 
and  so  in  Roxbury,  Dorchester  and  in  East  Boston. 
The  Alderman  claims,  and  no  doubt  he  pays  great 
attention  to  music,  and  to  that  in  part  he  is  indebted 
for  what  he  is. 

If  the  objection  was  a  good  one,  that  these  concerts 
would  be  a  resort  for  the  iminoral  and  vicious,  it 
would  do  away  with  the  Public  Library,  the  Institute 
of  Natural  History  and  other  institutions.  Perchance 
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there  would  some  resort  to  them  not  to  enjoy  music, 
but  that  would  be  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
givet ,  any  more  than  that  the  places  named  by  him 
or  churches  should  not  exist.  The  Alderman  argues 
with  tremendous  force  and  labor,  yet  never  more  did 
he  go  against  his  own  convicr.ious  of  duty  in  oppos- 
ing these  amusements  for  the  poorer  classes.  Last 
year  the  custom  of  a  harbor  excursion  which  cost 
$3000  or  ,$4000  was  dispensed  with,  and  that  was  econ- 
omy in  a  right  direction,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
followed  this  year.  Theiewere  other  expenditures 
which  aitect  the  rich  and  not  the  poor,  but^  this  was 
the  only  direct  one  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  He 
was  not  sure  hut  what  they  could  go  further  in  pro- 
viding entertainments  which  elevate  and  refine  them. 
These  conceris  were  of  an  elevating  tendency,  and 
they  should  do  what  they  can  to  provide  entertain- 
ment for  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  expen- 
sive amusements. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  true  "music  hath 
charms,"  but  he  did  not  suppose  it  would  have  such 
an  effect  as  to  cause  the  Alderman  from  Ward  1  to 
basely  retrograde  from  his  former  position,  and  he 
hoped  no  other  Alderman  had  so  changed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  exhibiting  a  package  of  tickets 
for  Fourth  July  amusements,  said  that  with  them 
they  could  not  provide  one  in  ten  who  wished  them, 
and  it  must  be  a  godsend  to  such  persons  to  be  allow- 
ed to  attend  Concerts  without  tickets.  He  did  not 
believe  they  could  make  any  better  expenditures, 
and  while  it  was  better  to  start  back  when  one  does 
wrong,  there  were  those  who  were  not  willing  to  give 
it  up  that  they  are  wrcng.  It  was  a  small  sum  to  ex- 
pend, when  so  much  was  appropriated  for  the  care  of 
the  Common  and  squares. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  well  aware  it  requir- 
ed more  courage  to  make  an  apology  for  a  wrong 
than  to  sustain  it,  but  in  this  matter  of  expenditure, 
they  had  just  as  much  right  to  establish  a  free  re- 
freshment saloon  in  every  ward  as  they  had  to  fur- 
nish free  music.  There  would  be  some  substantial 
good  in  providing  fiod  for  the  needy. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  it  was  evident  enough  af- 
ter the  eloquent  remarks  which  had  been  made  that 
'•music  hath  charms"  and  he  hoped  it  would  prove 
that  it  had  Power,  also,  and  that  he  would  face  the 
music  and  vote  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark,  in  reply  to  Alderman  Power,  said 
that  the  city  every  winter  furnished  food  free,  and 
no  -nan,  woman  or  child  need  go  hungry. 

Alderman  Power  believed  there  were  those  who 
were  just  as  hungry  in  summer  as  in  winter,  yet 
there  was  no  comparison  between  furnislring  the 
poor  with  music  and  with  food.  The  princitsle  of 
the  expenditure  was  wrong,  and  had  been  so  decided 
by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Clark  remarked  that  they  continued  to 
have  their  sailing   regattas  and   to  provide    refresh- 


ments in  their  excursions  on  the  Henry  Morrison,  and 
which,  he  asked,  was  the  most  sensible,  legal  or  hu-' 
mane?  The  sailing  regatta  kept  the  attention  for 
sixty  to  eighty  minutes  of  500  to  800  persons,  while 
50,0(j0  would  enjoy  the  C(mcerts  which  cost  but 
$2500.  He  regarded  it  as  a  great  bugbear,  to  cite  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  in  a  case  in  which  the 
convictions  of  the  consciences  of  the  entire  city  were 
in  favor  of  an  expenditure. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  well  established  that 
they  hatt  the  right  to  expend  a  certain  percentage  of 
the  taxes  for  Fourth  of  July  celebrations,  but  on 
other  days  they  had  not  the  same  right  to  expend 
money  for  entertainments.  This  had  often  enough 
been  stated  by  the  City  Solicitor, 

Alderman  Gibson  believed  no  taxpayer  would  ob- 
ject to  the  expenditure,  and  that  the  Alderman  had 
no  constituent  who  would  oppose  it,  or  would  dare 
show  his  head  who  did  so.  He  would  be  willing  to 
give  something  to  see  such  a  man.  Ninety-nine  out 
of  a  hundred  would  support  him  in  such  an  expend- 
iture, and  he  did  not  doubt  the  Alderman  felt  sensibly 
the  reason  for  the  expenditure,  but  found  it  hard  to 
yield. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  the  Alderman  was 
supposed  to  have  lost  his  courage,  but  whether  there 
were  any  others  to  be  added  to  the  list  he  did  not 
know.  He  could  see  no  reason  to  change  his  opinion, 
and  knew  people  and  taxpayers  who  oppose  such 
expenditures. 

Alderman  Clark  doubted  whether  the  Alderman 
would  be  willing  to  face  his  constituents  after  voting 
against  the  order. 

Alderman  (q),uincy  said  it  was  a  duty  to  provide 
food  for  the  needy,  but  that  was  not  a  reason  why 
they  should  leave  the  other  thing  undone.  Music, 
flowers,  sunshine  have  an  elevating  influence,  and 
while  there  were  some  who  were  too  proud  to  receive 
food  while  in  need,  there  would  be  none  who 
may  attend  these  concerts  but  what  would  feel  that 
they  are  as  good  as  many  who  are  able  to  pay  higli 
prices  for  their  amusements. 

The  reading  of  the  order  was  called  for,  and  a  two- 
thirds  vot  J  being  required,  it  failed  of  a  passage,  by 
a  vote  of  7  to  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Bigelow,  Clark,  GafKeld,  Gibson.  Qulncy, 
Sayward,  Stebbins, 

Nays— Brown,  Cutter,  Emery,  Power. 

ORDERS     OF  NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  W.  L,  Deland,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  22  Congress 
street.    Hearing  Monday,  July  21,  4  P.  M. 

On  the  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Tudor 
street,  betw  een  D  and  E  streets.  Hearing  Monday 
next,  July  7,  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned. 
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COMMON       OOTJNOIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 


JULY    3,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeiing  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil WHS  Held  this  evening,  E.  O.  Shepard,  the  Pres- 
ident, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petition  of  Henry  N.  Stone,  that  salt  water  be  nsesl 
through  the  Holly  system  for  extinguishment  of  fires. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  in 
concurrence. 

The  following  orders  were  passed  in   concurrence: 

Order  that  so  much  of  the  annual  lepoitof  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  as  relates  to  accom- 
modation for  the  inmates  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee im  Institutions. 

Order  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  early  col- 
lection of  taxes. 

Oroer  for  the  purchase  of  supplies,  instruments, 
and  materials  for  tne  City  Surveyor's  Department, 
and  to  incur  such  other  expenses  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

Order  to  authorize  suitable  notices  of  the  location 
of  the  tire-alarm  signal  boxes  aud  keys  to  be  printed 
and  distributed,  at  an   expense  not  exci-tdiiig   $400. 

Resolve-'  aud  orders  from  the  '■street.  Commission- 
ers that  West  Chester  Park  be  extended  from 
its  present  terminus  at  the  Bostou  &  Providence 
Railroad  to  Beacon  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$15,::i3l  10. 

rtie  order  having  bpen  read  once,  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  6  saia  the  matter  Jiaii  been  before  the  Street 
ComiHi.-sioners  for  a  year  or  more.  It  would  be  no 
expense  to  the  city  ireasuiy,  and  he  would  therefore 
move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  order  put 
up.)n  irs  passage. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  order  was  pass- 
ed, in  c.intuirence. 

The  resolve  and  order  that  Washington  street  be 
widened  between  Boylston  and  Avery  streets,  at  an 
adjudged  expenre  of  $144,474  (Ciiy  Doc.  No.  80). 

On  motion  of  .Vlr.  Hariingtou  of  Ward  8,  the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed  in  con- 
cunence. 

The  p  esolve  and  order  that  Essex  street  be  widened 
from  Washingion  street  to  Hani^nn  avenue,  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  $82,1.38  (Ciry  Doc.  No.  87). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  .he  rule's 
wei-e  su-pended  and  the  order  was  passed  in  con- 
cuir.-i/ce. 

Tne  loilowiug  orders  were  severally  read  once: 

O'der  iiuihorizing  extension  of  fire  alarm  lines, 
painting  of  poles,  etc  .  at  a  cost  not  exctedin^  $2,500. 

Order  authorizing  contracts  to  be  made  with  own- 
ers .)f  land  on  Fort  Hill  territory,  whose  estates  ad- 
join the  land  of   the  city,  to   build    party  walls. 

Order  authorizing  $.!>l)0  to  be  expended  in  each  case 
wheie  in-tessary  for  fire-alaini  appaiatus  and  such 
extensions  ana  alteratic  us  and  repairs  as  may  be 
needed. 

Oiaer  authorizing  the  making  of  mch  repairs 
and  alteratioiis  as  may  be  ueede  I  in  Central 
Charity  Bureau  and  Temporary  Home,  at  ni  t  exceed- 
ing $3  1(0. 

heport  of  committee  to  examine  bonds  of  city  offi- 
cers, that  they  find  the  same  to  be  correctly  drawn 
and  the  sureties  sufficient.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient)  in  detail  of  Commitieee  on 
Suffolk-street  District,  to  whom  was  referr<-d  the 
communication  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  relation  to 
the  abatement  of  the  nui^ance  caused  by  impeifect 
drainage  of  territory  between  Tremoiit,  Parker, 
Ruiigies  and  Prentiss  streets,  Ward  15.  Report  ac- 
cepted, in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED   BCTSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  a  horse  hose  carriage  to 
he  purchased  and  equipped  for  Engine  House  No. 
20,  at  an  estimated  cost  ot  .^1500. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
requiring  the  purchase  to  be  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  tt'e  Fire 
Department. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  order,  as  amended, 
was  passed. 

Orders  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  grammar 
echoolhouse  on  Houghton  place.  Ward  15,  and  for 
■a  loan  of  $105,000  to  be  applied  tnerefor.  Passed— 
yeas  4(i,  nays  0. 

Order  autnorizing  the  Mayor  to  release  to  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation  the 
city's    right     and    title    to     that    part  of     Church 


street,  between  Columbns  avenue  and  Provi- 
dence street,  discontinued  by  resolve  of  10th  of  No- 
vember last,  in  accordance  with  the  indenture  of 
September  30,  1871.     Passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Caton,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  acting  upon  an  order  of  June  9, 
to  erect  a  station  house  ow  Fourth  street,  between  K 
and  1  streets,  South  Boston,  reported  that  in  using 
the  same  plans  as  in  the  erection  of  Station  House 
Nine,  quiie  a  saving  of  money  can  be  made,  and  a 
building  well  adapted  for  police  purposes,  but  the 
lot  will  not  be  sufficient  to  give  the  building  the 
needed  light  and  air.  A  lot  can  be  had  adjoininti,  giv- 
ing twenty  feet  front  on  Fourth  street,  and  contain- 
ing about  2500  square  feet,  and  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$2800.  The  committee  recommended  the  purchase 
of  the  lot,  and  reported  an  order  authorizing  such 
purchase  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  twenty-eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Stati(m  House  in  Soutti  Boston. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

On  motiim  of  Mr.  Denny  the  report  and  orders  for 
erection  of  a  stable  on  city  lot.  Highland  street,  for 
Health  and  Paving  departments,  and  for  a  loan  of 
$85,000  to  be  applied  therefor,  were  taken  from  the 
table  and  passed — yeas  46,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  report  and 
orders  for  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  primary  school- 
house  of  two  lots  of  land  on  Quincy  street,  near 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  forty  cents 
per  square  foot;  and  foi  a  transfer  of  $10,000  to  be  ap- 
plied therefor,  were  taken  from  the  table  and  passed 
as  amended— yeas  45,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  order 
authorizing  estimates  to  be  procured  for  the 
purchase,of  a  lot  of  land  on  Mason  street,  or  in  its 
vicinity,  and  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a  building 
for  a  steam  fire  engine,  horse  hose  carriage,  and  the 
horses  and  men  connected  therewith,  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  report  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  order  for  an  additional 
loan  of  $40,000  for  the  extension  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue, was  taken  froiu  the  table  and  the  order  was 
passed — yeas  45,  nays  0. 

THE   BURRILL  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Blackraar  of  Ward  11  called  up  the  special  as- 
siL'nrnent,  being  the  reports  of  Committee  On 
Claims  on  petition  of  Charles  Burrill  (City  Doc.  No. 
70,  1873). 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  substi- 
tute of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward 
10  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail, 
the  reasons  for  which  he  uave  at  the  last  meeting. 
He  C'luld  not  see  how  any  friend  of  paying  the  claim 
could  favor  the  substitute,  for  with  it  they  could  not 
get  a  tv  o-thirds  vote.  He  could  well  understand  why 
the  opponents  of  the  claim  could  favor  it,  for  if 
the  amendment  is  adopted  they  would  vote  against 
the  whole  thing.  We  have  forty-six  members 
here  tonight;  it  requires  forty-three  to  pass  the  or- 
der. You  therefore  put  it  in  the  power  of  four  men 
to  defeat  the  whole  thing  in  case  you  pass  this 
amendment.  If  th3  majority  believed  this  claim 
should  be  paid,  why  not  pay  it?  Its  legality  has 
been  settled  by  a  hiaher  power  than  this  Council,  by 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  act  of  the 
Legislature.  As  he  stated  the  other  night,  there  are 
precedents  enough  for  the  action  proposed,  and  the 
fact  that  this  claim  is  larger  than  many  others,  it 
seemed  to  him.  should  not  change  its  course.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  breach  of  good  faitti  not  to  pass  this 
order,  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  1870.  The 
money  was  not  paid  at  that  time  because  of  the 
iujuncti(m,  which  was  simply  to  restrain  the  city 
from  pnying  the  money  until  the  matter  was  settled. 
The  bairier  which  p,  evented  the  payment  of  the 
money  in  1870  has  been  witiidrawn,  and  now  what 
reason  is  there  for  nor  paying  it?  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail,  but  that  the  action  of 
the  Citv  Government  in  1870  would  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  hoped  the  amendment 
would  prevail.  He  also  favored  the  Democratic  prin- 
ciple I  hat  a  majority  should  govern.  We  have  a  rule 
tnat  money  shall  not  be  appropriated  by  a  majority 
vote  simply.  We  have  taken  votes  by  yeis  and  nays 
tonight,  on  the  payment  of  money,  and  why  should 
we  try  to  avoid  it?  He  should  vote  in  favor  of  th« 
amenilment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  reminded  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  that  this  amendment  was  simply  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  decision  of  the  courts.  A  very 
warm  friend  of  the  present  claim  said  he  would  never 
favor  it  unless  it  should  come  out  of  the  Reserved 
Fund,  and  he  should  like  to  see  what  favor  it  would 
meet  with  if  that  principle  l)e  violated. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  this  question,  he  having  been  counsel   in 
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the  case  that  preceded  the  application  to  the  City 
Government.  The  Council  voted  to  excuse  Mr. 
Dean. 

The  amendment  was  put,  and  the  Chair  decided 
that  it  had  been  carried,  but  a  doubt  being  raised  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  the  amendment  was 
carried — yeas  21,  nays  17. 

Mr.  BrHckett  said  it  was  useless  to  vote  upon  the 
order  tonight.  Owing  ro  the  small  number  in  attend- 
ance, he  would  move  that  the  order  lie  en  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THE  SOUTH  BOSTON  FLATS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  order  to 
amend  the  order  relating  to  tha  contract  for  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  South  Boston  flats  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  said,  In  consequence  of  a  conversation 
with  a  member  of  the  Council  in  whose  judgment  I 
have  a  great  deal  of  faith,  and  for  the  purpose  of  obvi- 
ating one  objection  which  arose  in  his  mind  in  regard 
to  this  order— although,  as  I  shall  show,  it  is  not  a  cor- 
rect one  in  principle — I  now  move  an  amendment  to 
this  order,  by  adding,  "and  further  that  the  pai-- 
ty  of  the  fourth  part,  after  the  first  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  1878."  Of  course,  continued 
Mr.  Dean,  1  need  not  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  the  fact  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  contract  that 
has  been  passed  upon  by  the  City  Council,  and  that 
my  constituents  have  perhaps  a  deeper  interest  in  it 
and  expect  to  derive  a  greater  benetit  from  the  occu- 
pation of  the  South  Boston  flats  than  the  constitu- 
ents of  any  other  member.  It  interests  them  im- 
mediately. It  is  impossible  that  the  flats  shall  be  oc- 
cupied without  producing  a  benefit  to  the  property  of 
the  sectiow  of  the  city  which  I  represent.  In  the  oc- 
cupation of  these  flats  anything  that  tends  towards 
progress,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  for  the  benefit 
of  my  section  of  the  city,  and  therefore  I  am 
In  favor  of  the  proposition.  Therefore  any  amend- 
ment I  may  make  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  greatest  benefit  from  any  expenditure  that  the  city 
or  any  other  parties  are  expected  to  make  on  these 
flats.  In  this  connection,  I  might,  perhaps,  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  matter  of  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  flats  was  started  as  early  as  1851,  when 
there  was  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  incorporate 
Robert  Rantoul  and  others  to  build  Eastern  avenue. 
In  18t)l  a  lengthy  report  was  made  with  a  plan  of  East- 
ern avenue,  in  which  this  whole  subject  was  gone  over, 
and  it  was  recommended  that  the  public  convenience 
and  necessity  of  South  Boston  required  a  more 
central  avenue  to  the  city,  and  stating  that  South 
Boston  had  received  a  small  expenditure  of  the  mon- 
ey in  laying  out  the  streets.  Although  this  may  not 
be  a  legitiHiate  rea^on  for  the  expenditure,  still  it  is 
something  that  can  fairly  call  for  the  careful  and 
kindly  consideration  of  the  City  Government.  And 
because  members  of  the  Council  may  not  be  aware 
of  the  facts,  it  will  be  permitted  me  to  say  that  all 
the  streets  of  South  Boston  were  laid  out  and  given 
to  the  city  of  Boston  by  the  proprietors  of  the  lands 
when  the  place  was  annexed  to  the  city.  Federal- 
street  Bridge  was  built  by  contributions  of  the  citi 
zens,  and  it  did  n't  cost  the  city  a  cent.  Dover 
street  cost  the  corporation  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  build  it,  and  it  was  conveyed  to  the 
city  for  .f.SSOU.  Dorchester  turnpike  was  made  free 
by  contributions  of  the  citizens  of  South  Boston. 
And  until  you  come  to  the  Broadway  extension, 
about  which  such  a  howl  was  raised,  there  has  been 
no  considerable  expenditure  for  the  benefit  of  South 
Boston. 

Mr.  Uean  discussed  the  difiiculties  of  securing  ex- 
penditures for  the  outlying  districts  of  the  city,  for 
which  members  would  not  vote  until  convinced  of 
their  necessity,  where  in  the  city  proper  avenues  may 
be  laid  out  and  depots  swept  away,  at  an  expense  of 
hundreds-of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  nothing  is  said. 
The  extension  of  Eastern  avenue  is  entirely  due  to 
the  agitation  of  the  people  of  Sout^  Boston.  As 
eaily  as  ]852,  and  again  more  fully  in  1861, 
this  subject  was  brought  '  before  the  City 
Government,  and  various  reas(ms  were  given 
for  this  project  Now  the  city  has  got  some 
sixty  acres  of  upland  in  South  Boston,  just  ex- 
actly where  this  avenue  will  terminate,  and  wi  en  this 
piece  of  flats  ig  fill,-d  in  as  far  as  B  street,  it  will  be 
only  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  sixty  acres  be- 
lontiing  to  the  city.  What  are  those  sixty  acres 
worth?  What  will  they  be  worth  if  they  have  ihis 
avenue  extend  directly  to  them?  That  they  will  be 
quadrupled  there  can,  in  my  judgment,  he  no  doubt. 
It  will  all  be  made  taxable  property.  If  the  city 
should  enter  into  the  project  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  hundred  acres  of  taxable  property,  how  ranch 
strimgcr  is  the  reason  for  creating  hundreds  of  acres 
of  taxable  pioperty?  Still  another  reason  is  that  this 
avenue  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  harbor  of  Boston. 


Run  a  broad  avenue  through  these  flats,  and  so  far  as 
the  Commcm wealth's  interest  is  concerned  it  would  be 
in  exactly  the  same  direction  as  the  city's,  namely,  to 
increase  the  value  of  property  at  the  termination  of 
thena.  It  will  bring  the  line  three  quarters  of  a  u.ile 
nearer  City  Hall,  and  give  South  Boston  the  same 
advantages  for  speedy  transportation  that  other  sec- 
tions have. 

Mr.  Dean  said  that  if  there  was  any  certainty 
about  the  time  that  the  flats  would  he  filled  up  he 
would  not  be  disposed  to  offer  the  amendment,  but 
there  is  danger  that  it  may  not  be  done  for  a  great 
many  years.  Congress  street  has  been  widened  for 
this  very  purpose,  and  by  this  contract  we  de- 
cide to  expend  sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  a 
bridge  for  Eastern  avenue  is  a  part  of  this 
very  improvement.  Now  shall  a  barrier  be  placed 
in  the  way  of  this  improvement?  And  what  is  the 
barrier?  It  has  turned  out  that  every  reason  in  favor 
©f  it  has  justified  the  statements  made.  The  necessi- 
ties of  the  city  call  for  it;  and  notwithstanding  all 
this  we  are  oiscussing  the  question  whether  we  shall 
have  a  barrier  to  it.  We  find  an  agreement  put  in 
here  which  is  against  its  being  carried  out,  and  is  for 
a  distinct  and  fatal  purpose.  This  provision  we  ask 
tr  be  taken  out,  so  that  we  shall  be  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  other  sections  of  the  citj;.  The  Common- 
wealth has  different  objects  and  interests  from  the 
city.  It  may  make  its  estimate  for  filling  the 
flats  so  large  that  it  will  not  be  filled  up 
until  a  purchaser  comes  to  take  up  a  large  por- 
tion; it  may  wait  until  the  property  is  worth  dollars 
per  square  foot  before  undertaking  to  deal  with  it, 
and  the  city  should  ask  that  this  great  length  of  time 
should  not  be  taken.  In  October,  1875,  this  hundred 
acres  will  be  filled,  and  he  called  it  1878,  to  allow 
three  years  after  that  improvement  is  carried 
out;  he  wanted  them  emancipated  some  time  or 
other,  so  that  if  any  future  City  Government  should 
think  fit  to  carry  out  this  improvement  he  wanted 
them  to  be  able  to  do  so  without  being  burdened 
with  a  great  and  ioordinate  expense.  He  asked  no 
change  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  nor  one 
cent  more  money  to  be  paid  than  has  been ;  nor  did 
he  ask  any  interference  with  the  rights  of  the  Boston 
Wharf  Company  or  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 

Mr.  Dean  called  attention  to  the  danger  of  travel- 
ling to  South  Boston;  no  one  can  go  over  Federal 
street  without  being  in  danger  at  certain  times  of  the 
day.  The  street  is  jammed  and  crowded  to  death. 
The  line  of  travel  is  unknown  to  the  benighted 
gentlemen  who  live  so  far  off.  Mr.  Dean  discussed 
the  effect  of  the  amendment,  contendmg  that  the 
Commonwealth  could  not  oppose  it,  and  the  only  op- 
position is  from  the  Boston  Wharf  Co.  The  only 
reason  he  could  assign  for  this  is  that  the  wharf  com- 
pany do  not  want  any  other  lands  to  compete  with 
theirs.  He  begged  the  kindly  consideration  of 
members  to  this  matter,  which  does  not  alter 
the  agreement,  but  gives  greater  control  of  the 
matter  of  laying  out  streets  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. If  defeated  it  would  be  a  great 
wrong  to  the  city  of  Boston,  which  is  already  ex- 
pending thousands  of  dollars  to  meet  it  by  the  widen- 
ing of  Congress  street.  If  the  gentlemen  have  any 
objection  to  this  amendment,  let  them  propose  an- 
other that  will  accomplish  the  purpose.  If  it  is  de- 
sired, said  Mr.  Dean,  in  conclusion,  he  would  move 
that  this  matter  be  specially  assigned  for  the  next 
night  at  half  past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  the  reason  it  would  be 
unwise  for  this  matter  to  lie  over  is  that  we  are  losing 
precious  time.  The  last  meeting  of  the  Governor's 
Council  occurs  day  after  tomorrow,  and  if  the  indent- 
ure is  not  sent  to  the  Council  it  will  have  to  lie  over 
until  next  fall.  TUe  Mayor  is  keeping  the  indenture 
on  his  table  simply  out  of  courtesy  to  the  Common 
Council,  and,  although  he  felt  that  it  was  important 
that  time  should  not  be  lost,  he  allowed  it  to  lie  on 
his  table  at  least  a  week. 

Mr.  Perkins  thought  the  order  asking  the  Mayor  to 
withhold  his  signature  is  out  of  order,  and  the  Mayor 
is  certainly  showing  consideration  for  the  feelings  of 
the  Council,  but  the  Council  was  not  showing  con- 
sideration for  the  feelings  of  the  Mayor.  The  Coun- 
cil is  attempting  to  instruct  the  Mayor  to  do  a  thing 
which  is  out  of  their  power.  The  indenture  is  on 
the  Mayor's  table,  and  that  seems  to  be  a  good  reason 
that  it  should  stay  where  it  belongs — in  the  hands 
of  the  Mayor.  Secondly,  I  am  opposed  to 
the  amendment  for  the  reasons  as  stated  by 
the  Harbor  Commissioners  in  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Ware,  that  the  State  will  not  agree  to  the  propo- 
sition which  the  gentleman  makes.  He  has  stated 
that  this  will  not  cost  the  Commonwealth  anything. 
If  that  is  so  it  will  apply  equally  after  the  indenture 
is  signed  as  before.  Tlie  argument  proves  too  much. 
I  object  to  this  mainly  on  the  ground  of  the  enormous 
expenses   attenaing   this  project.    The  plan  will  re- 
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quire  rip-rap  walls  from  where  the  hundred  acres  ter- 
minated, away  out  to  L  street.  The  cAty  has  got  to 
build  t,har  expensive  wall  and  the  expensive  bridge 
over  the  channel  because  the  rights  of  the  riparian 
owners  have  not  heen  bought  up.  It  may  not  be 
necessary  to  build  this  bridge  at  all.  for  we  shall  have 
the  avenue.  He  was  in  favor  of  adopting  the  indent- 
ure which  was  adopted  liy  every  voice  except  three, 
and  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Mayor.'  I  look 
on  this  mainly  as  an  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor, 
but  I  have  no  objection  to  houth  Boston  being  bene- 
fited. This  plan  is  piimaiily  for  the  benefit  of  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  and  Couiiress  street  was  not  made  sixty 
feet  wide  because  it  was  opposite  to  this  point  where 
this  great  street  comes.  Since  1861  South  Boston  has 
had  the  Broadway  extension,  and  now  we  propose 
that  Eastern  avenue  be  extended  and  tilled  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Commonwealth,  so  as  to  give  another 
avenue  to  South  Boston  The  spirit  shown  by  the 
Commonwealth  has  been  very  liberal.  Mr.  Ware  has 
had  the  mterests  of  the  Cmimouwealth  at  heart. 

Mr.  Dean— Does  the  gentleman  mean  to  say  that 
the  Mayor  opposes  the  amendment? 

Mr.  Perkins — I  can  reply  that  the  Mayor  told  me 
he  had  delayed  it  because  he  had  a  press  of  business, 
and  heciuse  he  wished  to  study  and  make  himself 
master  of  the  subject  before  he  signed  it.  In  his  an- 
nual address  the  Mayor  said  a  slight  chanse  was 
necesi-ary  and  that  has  heen  made.  Tl  e  Msiyor  told 
me  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  indenture,  and 
only  delayed  because  there  is  an  order  in  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  had  a  conversation  with  the 
Mayor  and  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  The  Mayor 
would  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  who  would 
say  that  the  city  should  not  have  control  of  its  own 
streets.  I  know  that  when  this  went  through  before. 
the  efliect  was  not  tmderstood  and  not  known.  I 
doubt  whether  there  is  any  member  of  the  Council 
who  understood  the  bearing  of  this  matter  we  are 
discussing.  It  wasn't  understood  that  there  was  to 
be  a  harrier  upon  it  for  all  time.  Now  is  there  any 
objection  to  taking  it  away.  Emergencies  may  arise 
which  will  make  it  a  matter  of  primary  importance. 
I  want  to  secure  to  the  City  Government  the  rights 
which  the  city  ought  to  have. 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  Mr.  Dean  had  stated 
the  true  position  of  this  case.  He  would  venture  the 
proposition  that  not  five  members  present  know  the 
provisions  of  that  indenture  The  gentleman  has  in- 
trodured  a  propot^ition  that  it  may  be  understood. 
This  has  heen  done  scores  of  times  in  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts.  We  had  better  recall  it  a  thousand 
times  than  have  a  misstep.  The  proposition  is  sim- 
ply that  we  have  made  a  misstep.  It  is  norhinir  else 
nut  a  t)roposition  to  deter  and  postpone  the  building 
of  Eastern  avenue.  When  this  proposition 
was  made,  twenty  years  ago,  the  popula- 
tion of  South  Boston  did  not  exceed  fifteen 
thousand,  and  today  it  is  not  less  than  sixty 
thousand,  and  constantly  increiisinir.  One-half  of 
my  district  have  moved  to  South  Boston  in  the  last 
three  years.  When  the  gentleman  argues  that  it  is 
not  neces.sary  to  have  another  avenue  to  South  Bos- 
ton, he  mistakes  the  interest  and  present  condition 


of  that  community.  Anything  that  will  deter  the  fin- 
ishing of  that  avenue  is  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  this  whole  city.  To  say  that  this  should  be  passed 
through  now  is  simply  misleading  the  Council.  If 
th3  Council  has  been  too  hasty,  it  is  better  to  retract 
and  not  go  on  further.  I  venture  the  assertion 
that  the  gentleman  rom  Ward  6  has  not  read 
that  contract.  If  we  are  to  pass  blindly 
upon  this  important  matter,  which  will  he 
for  all  time,  without  one  word  or  delay 
or  without  its  provisions  being  understood,  the  sooner 
we  retrace  our  steps  the  better.  And  the  only  way 
we  can  do  so  is  through  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  could  see  but  two  objections 
to  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Dean.  One  is  the  extra 
expense  that  will  have  to  be  incurred  by  the  city  in 
building  rip-rap  walls,  and  the  other  is  whether  or 
not  the  passage  of  this  order  would  not  prejudice  the 
commencement  of  the  work.  He  had  the  best  rea- 
sons for  knowing  that  the  Commonwealth  will  not 
asree  to  the  indenture  with  this  proviso  in  it.  The 
city  should  have  control  of  its  streets,  the  limit  of 
time  is  a  very  proper  one,  and  he  thought  that  if  five 
or  ten  years  hence  the  Commonwealth  had  not  got 
much  done,  the  city  would  be  justified  in  going  ahead 
and  building  it. 

The  vote  being  taken  on  Mr.  Dean's  amendment, 
it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  hoped  this  important  sub- 
ject would  be  disposed  of. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  passed  with  but 
one  dissenting  voice,  and  a  motion  to  reconsider  was 
lost. 

NEW  STATION  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  erect  a  station 
house  for  the  Eleventh  Police  District  on  land  re- 
cently purchased  for  that  purpose  of  John  H.  Robin- 
son on  Adams  street,  Ward  16,  from  plans  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $4o,onn. 

Mr.  Caton  also  offered  the  orjer  authorizing  the 
Treasurer  to  make  the  necessary  loan. 

The  orders  were  read  once  and  laid  over  under  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Caton  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  lo  sell  by  public  auction  the  old  Mather 
Schoolhonse,  Meetinghouse  Hill,  Ward  16,  in  order 
that  the  grounds  around  the  new  school  building  now- 
api,roaching  completion  may  be  graded,  said  building 
to  be  removed  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  to  be  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Hall  of  Ward  10  presented  the  remonstrance  of 
S.  S.  Perkins  and  thirty  others  against  the  location 
of  an  engine  honseon  the  corner  of  Shawmut  avenue 
and  Upton  street.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    7,    1878. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clocE  this  afternoon,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

GRAND   JURORS   DRAWN. 

Ten  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court  for  the  July  term. 

HEARING    ON   ORDER  OF   NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  constructing  a  common 
sewer  in  Tudor  street,  between  D  and  E,  was  taken 
up;  no  objection  being  offered  the  order  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sowers. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

Of  James  Collins  «<  ai.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Broadway,  between  N  and  P  streets. 

Of  George  Darling  et  al.,  that  Blackstone  street, 
from  North  to  Hanover  street,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

Of  John  P.  Squire  et  al..  that  Blackstone  street, 
from  North  street  to  Clinton  street,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

Of  Thomas  F.  Stevens  et  at.,  that  Cambridge  street 
be  renumbered  from  Bowdoin  square  to  Temple 
street.     (Referred  with  power.) 

Of  Cummings  &  Carlisle  €^  a/.,  that  Albany  street 
be  paved  forthwith. 

Of  Alpheus  M.  Stetson,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  148- 150  Fourth  street. 

Of  S.  S.  Rowe  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  freight  car- 
which  are  allowed  to  remain  on  Albany  street,  be- 
tween Dedham  and  Newton  streets.  The  petition 
sets  forth  that  the  continual  occupancy  of  the  street 
by  freight  cars  is  a  great  detriment  and  inconvenience 
to  the  business  of  the  street  and  a  great  obstruction 
to  travel,  and  that  occupants  of  wharves  frequently 
cannot  get  on  to  or  ofi  from  their  premises  with  load- 
ed teams,  in  consequence  of  the  street  being  occupied 
by  cars  and  teams  placed  across  the  street  and  bj' 
the  sides  of  the  cars. 

Of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
extend  their  location  by  construction  of  tracks  in 
Stoughton  street,  from  Hancock  to  Hudson  streets. 
Ward  16 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Of  Edward  McDonnell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  one- 
story  building  stable  for  one  horse  at  677  Saratoga 
street. 

Of  A.  D.  Pattee,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
sixty-four  additional  horses,  at  260  Hanover  street, 
by  altering  the  present  building,  which  now  contains 
thirty-six  horses.  A  remonstrance  ag'\inst  the  grant- 
ing of  the  petition  was  presented,  signed  by  W.  H. 
Ciiessman,  owner  of  the  estates  Nos.  250  and  254,  and 
Walter  W.  Dearborn,  Aaron  Hook  and  Patrick  E. 
Campbell,  tenants. 

Of  P.  O.  Clark,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse,  between  Columbia  and  Hancock 
streets. 

Of  James  F.  deary,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Eighth  street,  near  O  street. 

Of  Joseph  H.  Clough,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  at  No.  7  Dexter  street. 

Of  Thomas  Mulrennan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  612  Parker  street 
(Ward  15). 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

Of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  ap- 
proval of  armory  at  the  corner  of  Springfield  aud 
Washington  streets. 

Of  Company  P,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  ap- 
propriation for  fitting  up  armory. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Of  J.  D.  K.  Willis  et.  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Myrtle 
street.  Ward  16.     Referred   to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Of  Thomas  Carbery,  for  leave  to  erect  a  range  of 
wooden  sheds  at  1482  Tremont  street,  beyond  the  le- 
gal limits.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  of 
Buildings. 

Of  Cummings  &  Carlisle,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use 
a  stationary  steam  engine  of  sixty-horsepower  at  the 
corner  of  Albuny  and  Sharon  streets.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

RBPOBT   OF  WEIGHERS   AND   INSPEC  PORS  OF  LISHTBKS. 

The  report  of  the  Weighers  and  Inspectors  of 
Lighters,  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  was  sub- 
mitted; three  hundred  and  twenty-two  lighters  and 
their  cargoes,  amounting  to  twenty-five  thousand 
six  hundred  and  seventy-five  tons,  have  been  inspect- 


ed,   the    fees    for    which   amounted  to  f  1335  85;  ex- 
penses of  otHce,    ,|73  93;  leaving  a  net    income    of 
$1261  92  to   be  divided. 
Read  and  sent  down. 

APPOINTMENTS   MADE   AND   CONPIEMED. 

Weighers  of  Coal — Ebenezer  Curtis,  James  Regan. 

Special  Police  Oiiicers  Without  Pay — J'ames  C. 
McKie,  Rowe's  wharf  and  vicinity;  William  Apple- 
ton,  Young  Men's  Christian  Association;  John  Bart- 
ley,  at  George  B.  James's  wharf;  Jacob  Beals  and 
Henry  A.  Doane,  Long  Island  Steamboat  Company; 
Richard  K.  Vaughan,  Myrtle  street.  Ward  16 

STATE   AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  Reuben  Peterson,  Jr.,  pay- 
master of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Committee,  was  sub- 
mitted as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand  April  1st $630  00 

Received  frotn  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Bos- 

■  ton  at  various  times  during  the  quarter 19,500  00 

$20,130  00 
Disbursed  to  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors  and 
their  families 19,176  00 

Balance  on  hand  July  1st $954  00 

The  number  of   applicants  was  1162  in  April,  116 

in  May  and  1161  in  June,  a  total  of  3492. 
Read  and  sent  down. 

QUARTERLY   REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF    POLICE. 

The  quarterly  report  of  Chief-of-Police  Savage  was 
submitted,  and  presents  the  following  statistics: 
Arrests  7293— males  5730,  females  1563,  Americans 
2430,  foreigners  4863,  non-residents  1780,  minors  1319; 
commitments  5069;  lodgers  9800— males  8538,  females 
1262,  Americans  4000,  foreigners  5800,  non-residents 
7967,  minors  1281;  amount  of  property  taken  from 
prisoners  and  lodgers  and  restored  to  them,  $16,- 
9-37  33;  amount  of  property  reported  stolen  in  the  ' 
city,  $15,801:  amount  of  property  recovered  which 
was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city,  $16,263  34;  amount 
of  fines  imposed  by  the  courts,  $20,270;  amount  of 
imprisonment  by  the  courts,  473  years  4  months; 
days  spent  in  court,  4402:  witness  fees  earned, 
$4884  34;  larcenies  reported  in  the  city,  716;  arrests 
for  the  same,  482;  amount  received  for  dog  licenses, 
$7514  75.  The  expenditures  of  the  department  for 
the  quarter  were  $165,210  88. 

Placed  on  file. 

auditor's  annnal  report. 

The  annual  report  of  Alfred  T.  Turner.  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  was  received  in  print,  accepted  and  sent 
down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  orders  for  the  erection  of  a  primary 
schoolhouse  corner  of  Newbury  and  Exeter  streets, 
at  a  cost  of  $40,000;  and  for  a  loan  to  that  amount, 
were,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

papers   from    the    common   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Remonstrance  of  S.  S.  Perkins  «/ a^.s.,  against  the 
proposed  location  of  an  engine  house  on  the  corner 
of  Upton  street  and  Shawmut  avenue.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  orders  for  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse  of  two  lots  of  land  on  Quincy 
street,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
fertj'  cents  per  square  foot;  and  for  a  transfer  of 
$10,000  to  be  applied  therefor;  passed  in  concurrence, 
11  yeas,  0  nays. 

Report  and  orders  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
grammar  schoolhouse  on  Houghton  place.  Ward  15, 
and  for  a  loan  of  $105,000  to  be  applied  therefor. 

Alderman  Clark  inquired  where  the  schoolhouse  is 
to  be  located,  and  if  it  were  not  almost  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  it  was  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  Hogg  Bridge;  tie  lot  bad 
been  bought  at  the  request  of  the  local  committee, 
who  v;ere  satisfied  that  this  was  the  proper  place  for 
the  schoolhouse.  The  plans  were  laid  aside  for  a 
while  to  see  if  the  building  could  be  built  somewhat 
cheaper,  and  now  they  find  that  it  can  be,  by  several 
thousand  dollars. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— 11  to  0. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Health,  that  the 
orders  for  erection  of  a  stable  on  city  lot.  Highland 
street,  for  Health  and  Paving  departments,  aud  for  a 
loan  of  $85,000  to  be  applied  therefor,  ought  to  pass; 
and  passage  of  said  orders. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed  in 
concurrence,  9  to  2. 

THE    FIRE    department. 

The  report  and  order  authorizing  a  horse  hose  carriage 
to  be  purchased  and  equipped  for  Engine  House  No. 
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20,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1500,  came  from  the  Com- 
mon Council,  with  an  amendment  providing  tliat  the 
pu^cha^e  be  made  "under  ihe  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Fire  Department."  The  question  being 
on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Gibson  said,  "It  seems  to  me  we  ought 
not  to  be  increasing  the  Fir«^  Department  at  this 
time;  we  have  already  gone  too  far  in  ihif  direc- 
tion; we  have  got  men  enough  if  we  had  the  right 
man  to  handle  them.  1  move  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table." 

Alderman  ClarK— It  seems  to  me  hardly  proper  to 
begin  to  economise  just  now.  An  order  bas  already 
been  passed  to  put  horse  hose  carriages  in  the  houses, 
and  now  that  we  have  decided  that  they  arc  an  im- 
provement on  the  old  system  it  is  hardly  fair  that  we 
should  refuse  to  appronriate  the  money  to  do  what 
we  have  voted  to  do. 

Alderman  Gibson— The  present  department  of  Bos- 
ton is  large  enough.  The  city  of  Baltimore,  with  a 
population  much  larger  ihau  Boston,  has  only  ten 
Bteam  engines.  If  we  are  going  to  make  a  new  depart- 
ment let  u"s  see  where  we  are  and  then  put  our  de- 
partment in  proper  condition.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
nave  more  engines  let  us  have  them,  but  first  let  us 
make  proper  use  of  what  we  have  got.  The  present 
inefficiency  of  the  Fire  Department  is  not  for  the 
want  of  apparatus — there  is  no  question  about  that. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  defeated,  and 
on  the  question  of  concurrence  with  the  Council,  Al 
derman  Power  said — 

I  don't  desire  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Board,  but 
as  the  gentleman  has  referred  to  the  alterations  in 
tne  Fire  Department,  I  will  say  that  so  far  as  the 
committee  have  received  any  information,  it  is  the 
wish  to  dispense  as  soon  as  pos.sil>le  wi'h  the  hose 
carriages  on  the  steam  engines  and  have  them  drawn 
by  horses  altogether.  I  i.hiuk  that  tiie  change  will 
come  and  I  don't  think  the  money  will  be  thrown 
away. 

Alderman  Quiney — The  question  is  not  a  general 
one,  whether  the  taxpayers  do  not  get  their  moneys 
worth  for  what  we  pay  for  the  Fire  Department.  The 
question  is  whether  we  heed  this  apparatus.  The 
taxpayers  will  not  hesitate  to  make  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment better  than  it  really  is,  and  this  could  not  be 
done  better  than  by  purchashig  horse  hose  carriages. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  think  it  is  not  best  to  go 
ahead  and  keep  constantly  increasing  the  department. 
Uur  expenses  are  more  than  three  times  what  any 
other  city's  are  of  the  same  size,  and  the  vast  surplus 
is  unquestionably  large  enough  to  put  out  all  the 
fires  that  will  occur  in  the  city.  We  had  better  wait 
till  the  opportunity  offers.  ]  don't  know  what  we 
shall  do  since  they  have  raised  the  rates  of  insur- 
ance. 

Alderman  Clark— I  believed  that  the  underwrit- 
ers testified  ihat  the  rates  of  insurance  are 
lower  In  Boston  than  in  most  places  in 
New  England,  certainly  In  New  York,  Hart- 
ford, Providence  or  Portland.  So  this  is  not 
the  worst  city  in  the  world  to  get  insurance  in  at 
the  present  time.  Twenty  thoui-and  persons  have 
signed  petitions  for  a  Fire  Commission,  and  to  have 
the  apparatus  for  extinguishing  fires  increased.  They 
have  asked  10  have  the  efficiency  of  the  department 
increased  after  the  apparatus  is  furnished.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  whether  this  is  the  be.-^r.  department 
in  the  world,  but  there  are  very  good  reasons  why  the 
cost  of  running  this  department  is  greater  per 
head  than  in  New  York.  In  New  York  there  are  half 
a  million  people  living  in  tenement  houses,  while  in 
Boston  there  are  not  twenty  thousand.  The  popula- 
tion of  New  York  is  more  densely  crowded  together, 
it  costs  as  much  to  take  care  of  'Ward  16  as  it  does 
the  city  proper.  There  were  the  same  number  of 
engines  in  Ward  16  when  it  was  annexed  as  there  are 
today,  and  you  can't  do  away  with  one  of  those  en- 
gines. There  is  a  large  territory  out  there  to  take 
care  of,  and  rhey  have  no  more  than  they  need.  The 
expense  per  man  is  the  same  as  here, — that  is  one 
item.  Then  East  Boston  is  a  department  in  itself. 
There  are  many  good  reasons  why  this  is  an  expen- 
sive department  to  take  care  of,  but  that  has  not.hing 
to  do  with  putting  horse  hose  carriages  into  the 
engine  houses.  We  have  decided  that  the  old  plan 
is  not  the  best,  and  having  decided  to  put  in  the 
horse  hose  carriages,  an  order  comes  up  for  just 
what  we  have  decided  to  do,  and  we  refuse  it!  I  am 
not  disposed  to  think  that  it  requires  so  much  more 
to  take  care  of  the  Boston  department  in  the  city 
proper. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  facts  in  relation  to  this 
particular  matter  are  these:  An  order  was  reported  in 
response  to  a  petition  from  citizens  residing  near 
where  this  engine  house  is  located.  The  nearest  en- 
gine to  this  point  is  two  miles  away,  and  that  engine 
covers  a  district  on  which  are  lumber  wharves  and 
quite  a  large  village.     The  weight    of   the  hose  car- 


riage is  7450  pounds,  and  it  has  to  be  drawn  by  the 
engine.  Many  of  the  citizens  wanted  a  horse  hose 
carriage  for  that  district,  and  the  committee  reported 
in  favor  of  putting  them  on  all  the  others. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  only  know  until. the  changes 
which  have  been  made  are  settled  we  are  anticipating 
work  that  is  to  come.  Now  it  is  well  known  that 
every  day  or  two  a  crowd  is  in  the  otuer  room  across 
the  hall  who  have  got  ideas  about  now  the  Fire  De- 
partment should  be  run.  What  business  have  we  to 
do  anything  now,  just  as  it  is  going  out  of  our  hands? 
If  the  department  is  .to  come  under  other  heads  let 
them  do  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  all  know  that  the  peti- 
tions at  the  other  side  of  the  hall  are  manufactured 
to  order.  Here  is  a  petition  for  a  horse  hose  carriage 
sent  in  from  citizens. 

Alderman  Gibson— Why,  are  not  all  our  petitions 
manufactured  to  order?  Gentlemen  may  think  it 
very  serious,  but  I  suppose  they  are  bound  to  have 
the  commission. 

Alderman  (^nincy— I  don't  see  the  necessity  of 
mixing  up  this  question  with  the  general  one  of  re- 
organizing the  Fire  Department.  The  simple  ques- 
tion is  whether  this  particular  measure  will  add  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  department.  If  it  be  true  that 
this  order  will  enable  an  engine  and  hose  carriage  to 
reach  a  fire  sooner,  we  may  soon  save  enough  to  pay 
for  them  all. 

Alderman  Power — I  suppose  the  citizens  of  Boston 
send  us  here  to  attend  to  these  matters,  regardless  of 
any  pressure  from  any  quarter.  We  have  thought 
that  some  apparatus  should  be  added  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  this  is  only  carrying  out  the  plan  that 
was  in  contemplation  before  this  other  matter  came 
up  at  all.  I  don't  think  we  should  he  governed  by 
them  at  all,  but  should  act  on  our  own  knowledge  as 
to  what  we  think  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  If,  after  deliberation,  we  decide  that  this 
is  the  proper  conclusion,  we  should  act  upon  it.  This 
old  system  has  greatly  impeded  the  engines  in  get- 
tinir  to  fires,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  delayed  a  sin- 
gle instant. 

The  motion  to  concur  prevailed. 

SOUTH   BOSTON   FLATS. 

The  order  directing  the  Mayor  not  to  execute  or  de- 
liver the  contract  relating  Ui  South  Boston  Flats, 
came  fiom  the  Common  Council  with  an  amendment 
inserted — relating  to  the  prospective  laying  out  of 
Eastern  avenue  and  L  street  after  October  1,  1878, 
without  incurring  land  damages  therefor,  and  before 
the  flats  adjacent  thereto  are  filled. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  with  the  Council 
in  adopting  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Clark — I  hope  the  Board  will  not  concur 
with  the  Common  Council  in  this  amendment,  inas- 
much as  it  will  cause  delay  in  the  commencement  of 
one  of  the  u'ost  important  improvements  which  have 
been  contemplated  in  the  last  twenty  years.  If  this 
amendment  is  adopted  by  us  it  necessitates  its  going 
back  to  the  Legislature,  and  the  whole  subject  will 
consequently  have  to  lay  over  another  year. 

It  is  well  known  that  this  same  amendment  was  at- 
tempted to  be  introduced  into  the  original  indenture, 
and  the  State  positively  refused  to  allow  this  provi- 
sion to  be  engrafted  into  it.  It  came  before  the  com- 
mittee and  they  did  not  think  it  advisable  that  this 
clause  should  be  inserted.  The  indenture  has  al- 
ready been  signed  by  tbe  Boston  Wharf  Company 
and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  has 
been  approved  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  and  the 
Mayor.  Tomorrow  the  Governor  and  Council  meet, 
one  of  the  purposes  of  which  is  to  complete  this  in- 
denture, so  the  whole  sul)ject  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be 
completed  and  the  work  commenced  at  once.  This 
amendment  provides  that  Eastern  avenue  may  be  ex- 
tended iiefore  the  flats  are  filled.  It  commits  the 
city  to  the  extension  of  Eastern  avenue  down  to 
South  Boston  Point,  at  an  expenditure  of  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  before  the  flats  are 
filled,  and  before  there  is  any  necessity  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Eastern  avenue,  and  the  State  is  required 
to  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  the  building  of  this 
avenue  through  these  fiats. 

This  is  a  matter  which  can  be  arranged  by  a  sup- 
plementary agreement  between  the  city  and  the 
State,  if  in  the  judgment  of  all  parties  it  is  thought 
best  to  lay  out  that  avenue.  As  the  indenture  now 
stands  the  city  agrees  to  build  Eastern  avenue  and 
extend  Northern' avenue  through  these  flats  when- 
ever this  territory  is  filled.  The  principal  objection 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr  Dean  of  South  Bos- 
ton is  the  delay  which  will  be  necessitated  if  we  con- 
cur in  its  passage.  I  should  not  like  to  see  this  im- 
provement, for  which  we  have  all  labored  so  anxious- 
ly during  the  past  year,  carried  over  to  another  year. 
1  understand  that  as  soon  as  the  indenture  is  signed 
by  all  parties  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  are  all 
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ready  to  commence  the  erection  of  their  wharves.  The 
appropriation  of  four  hnudiea  thousand  dollars  which 
has  been  granted  by  the  Legislature  expires  during 
this  year,  and  if  it  goes  to  auothei-  Legislature  we 
stand  a  great  risk  of  losing  it.  Tiioio  is  no  way  of 
getting  this  amendment  ingrafted  jiiLu  the  present 
indeniure.  It  is  simply  for  us  to  say  whether  or  not 
we  will  vote  for  this  amendment,  and  thereby  kill 
the  who. e  project  for  187B.  1  hope  the  subject  will 
be  indelinisely  postponed,  for  it  will  surely  kill  the 
whole  project. 

Alderman  Power— I  should  be  sorry  to  do  anything 
that  would  endanger  the  ultimate  carrying  out  of  this 
plan,  but  as  the  gentleman  opposite  has  said  that  a 
supplementary  article  can  be  drawn  up  and  signed  by 
the  Governor  a  nd  all  parties  interested,  1  don't  see 
why  t.hey  wont  consent  that  it  be  put  into  the  orig- 
inal article  as  well  as  in  a  supplementary  agreement. 
As  the  carrying  out  of  this  improvement  is  of  the 
very  greatest  importance  to  the  district  which  1  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  I  should  be  sorry  to 
do  anything  that  would  endanger  its  passage.  But  I 
think  I  have  heard  within  a  very  short  time  that  all 
parties  interested  may  agree  to  this  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Dean  in  the  Council.  1  undeistand  that 
this  matter  has  not  to  go  to  the  Legislature  again, 
and  that  the  Governor  and  Council  have  full  power  to 
settle  this  matter;  and  I  don't  know  any  reason  why 
it^can't  be  decided  In  a  very  few  days.  So  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

I  am  free  to  say  as  one  of  the  committee  of  last 
year  that  I  think, — although  we  did  our  best  accord- 
ing to  the  knowledge  we  had  on  the  subject — we  were 
liardly  up  In  the  knowledge  of  the  subject  to  those 
with  whom  we  had  to  contend  in  the  settlement  of 
this  matter.  When  It  left  our  hands  once  before  we 
had  omitted  some  very  important  things  that  ought 
to  have  been  put  in,  but  were  overlooked.  As  the 
State  ultimately  agrees  to  carry  out  this  improvement 
I  don't  see  how  they  can  object  to  this  amendment. 
The  city  means  simply  to  enforce  this  agreement;  it 
simply  says  that  when  the  State  does  not  go  ahead 
and  carry  out  this  improvement  the  city  shall  have 
that  power.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  do  anything  to 
defeat  that  i^roject,  as  it  is  the  most  important  of  any 
measure  that  has  come  before  us.  But  I  don't  see 
why  any  parties  acting  in  good  faith  with  the  city 
should  fail  to  vote  for  that  amendment. 

Alderman  Clark— It  is  very  true  that  a  supplemen- 
tary contract  can  be  signed,  if  both  parties  agree  to 
it,  but  whether  they  will  is  the  question — and  a  very 
serious  question,  in  my  mind.  In  the  meantime  let 
this  indenture  go  on;  let  us  not  run  the  risk  of  los- 
ing what  we  have  already  got  and  which  is  to  enhance 
the  value  of  lands  at  Soutb  Boston  Point.  It  is  com- 
mitting the  city  to  building  the  street  down  to  South 
Boston  Point,  at  an  expense  of  halt|a  million  dollars. 
to  improve  private  property.  That  Is  what  this 
amendment  means.  It  was  attempted  last  year  to  do 
the  same,  and  the  State  absolutely  refused  to  have  it 
engrafted  into  the  indenture.  I  have  good  reasons — 
the  very  best  reasons — for  believing  that,  if  this  in- 
denture Is  not  executed,  the  whole  sibject  of  improv- 
ing those  flats  will  be  abandoned  for  the  present  year. 
The  Harbor  Commissioners  have  no  authority  to 
agree  to  pay  out  a  single  dollar  for  the  building  of 
any  streets  over  this  territory. 

But  they  have  the  right,  as  these  flats  are  flUed,  to 
deed  thia  land  to  the  city  of  Boston  as  a  public  street, 
while  they  cannot  spend  a  single  dollar  to  build  a 
street,  and  that  is  the  reason  It  is  to  go  to  the  next 
Legislature.  The  city  of  Boston  has  the  right  to  lay 
out  Eastern  avenue  from  Fort  Point  Channel  to  East- 
ern Point;  that  right  was  given  by  the  Legislature. 
Now  the  whole  matter  lies  right  here.  If  this  amend- 
ment is  insisted  upon,  so  far  as  the  State  and  city  are 
concerned,  it  goes  over  to  another  year.  It  is  for  you  to 
say  whether,  to  help  carry  out  private  speculation, 
you  will  prevent  the  citizens  of  Bost(m  from  being 
beneSted  by  one  of  the  greatest  improvements  ever 
attempted  in  this  city,  or  whether  you  will  have  it 
commenced  immediately. 

Alderman  Emery — I,  for  one,  hope  this  Board  will 
not  indefinitely  postpone,  but  will  rather  concur  in 
this  matter  as  it  came  from  the  Council.  I  should  be 
the  last  one  to  do  anything  that  would  endanger  the 
safety  and  completion  of  this  whole  project,  and 
would  deprecate  any  steu  that  would  endanger  it. 
At  the  same  time  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  this 
amendment,  and  tklnk  it  can  be  carried  out.  The 
principal  objection  raised  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  seems  to  be  that  we  are  committing  the  city 
to  something;  that  the  city  by  accepting  this  amend- 
ment is  committing  itself  to  something.  I  beg  to 
differ  entirely  from  the  gentleman.  This  amend- 
ment does  not  commit  the  city  in  the  least  to  any- 
thing. It  is  provided,  as  you  ail  see,  that  If  the  Com- 
monwealth does  not  go  on  and  make  this  improve- 
pient,  the  city  shall  have  the  right  to  do  certain  things . 


The  Commonwealth  stipulates  to  do  certain  things 
with  the  city,  and  the  city  sliall  have  the  right  to  do 
the  same  if  the  Comnionwealrh  fails  to  carry  out 
their  portion  of  it.  Who  is  harmed  by  it?  Is  the 
Commonwealth  harmed  or  made  to  pay  out  a  dollar 
more  in  consequence  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Board 
in  this  amendment?  Not  at  all.  It  only  gives  the 
city  au  opportunity  to  accept  that  right  hereafter  if 
she  chooses.  They  might  say  you  have  compelled  us 
to  expend  a  large  amount  of  muney,  and  now  you 
have  partly  built  this  avenue,  perhaps  you  will  never 
build  the  rest  of  It.  Shall  the  city  have  the  right  to 
go  on  and  complete  the  avenues?  Other  parties  may 
place  their  lands  on  the  market  as  fast  as  they  can 
be  built,  but  the  city  cannot.  Now  what  harm  can 
come  to  any  one  from  giving  the  city  this  right?  I 
can  see  no  harm  to  the  Commonwealth  unless  It  is  to 
deprive  It  of  an  advantage. 

The  city  has  only  the  right  to  come  in,  provided 
other  parties  do  not  perform  their  stipulations,  and 
perform  them  at  tie  same  expense  as  the  original 
party.  Can  any  one  tell  me  where  the  harm  can  come 
from?  The  city  is  reserving  Its  right  only.  If  I 
thought  It  was  going  to  endanger  the  whole  project  I 
should  not  vote  for  the  amendment.  We  don't  ask 
the  Commonwealth  to  pay  anything,  but  that  the 
city  be  allowed  to  do  what  the  others  shall  fail  to  do. 
If  the  time  allowed  is  not  long  enough,  make  It 
longer. 

Alderman  Clark — The  Harbor  Commissioners  have 
certain  rights  delegated  to  them,  and  they  have  no 
right  to  expend  a  single  dollar  to  filling  up  those  flats, 
and  no  other  right  to  make  this  agreement  than  is 
given  by  the  Legislature.  This  is  why  it  has  got  to 
go  to  another  Legislature.  1  would  be  glad  to  have 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  give  to  the  city  all  the  ter- 
ritory that  it  owns  In  South  Boston,  and  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  the  Stace  build  those  avenues. 

But  the  very  best  terms  were  obtained  from  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  that  could  be.  But  in  this, 
amendment  we  are  asking  for  things  that  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  have  no  right  to  make.  As  a  Boston 
merchant,  I  am  decidedly  anxious  to  see  this  im- 
provement commence  at  once.  The  Boston,  Hartford 
&  Erie  Railroad  are  anxious  to  begin  work.  The 
Hoosac  Tunnel  line  is  coming  In  here,  and  what  in- 
ducements have  we  to  otier  to  European  ships  to 
come  here?  We  need  this  avenue,  but  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  have  not  the  right  to  expend  a  single 
penny  for  Its  extension.  They  have  the  right  to  ex- 
pend four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  as  this  ter- 
ritory is  filled  up  they  have  authority  to  deed  these 
streets  to  the  city  of  Boston  as  they  are  built. 

The  city  don't  need  to  have  this  right  inserted  in 
the  indenture.  It  already  has  the  right  to  take  this 
land  and  build  it  up.  The  Harbor  Commissioners 
have  not  the  power  to  build  Eastern  avenue.  The  in- 
denture Is  made  as  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to  get  one 
made,  and  It  has  been  attended  with  considerable 
anxiety.  It  has  been  signed  by  the  Western  Railroad 
and  the  Boston  Wharf  Company,  who  have  no  objec- 
tion'to  it.  It  only  awaits  the  signature  of  the  Mayor 
and  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston.  But  there  is  dan- 
ger of  delay,  in  that  if  we  concur  with  the  Council 
this  whole  matter  goes  over  for  the  year  1878.  That 
is  what  it  amounts  to,  and  I  don't  want  the  city  to 
be  the  means  of  throwing  any  obstacle  In  the  way  of 
this  improvement. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  don't  undertake  to  argue  this 
case  on  its  merits.  This  amendment  was  presented 
to  the  committee,  but  its  adoption  was  i.ot  deemed 
advisable.  After  it  had  passed  the  other  branch,  no 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider.  After  neglecting 
to  offer  the  amendment  and  neglecting  to 
move  to  reconsider,  the  only  way  to  get  at 
the  matter  was  to  order  the  Mayor  not  to  execute 
this  indenture  unless  a  certain  amendment  was  In- 
corporated into  It.  The  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
show  some  good  reason  for  thinking  it  ought  to  pass. 

Alderman  Emery — This  matter  ought  to  have  been 
attended  to  during  its  passage  through  either  this 
Board  or  the  other.  I  undertook  to  read  it  over,  but 
It  was  a  very  Intricate  document.  Now  if  that  was 
the  proper  time  and  we  didn't  do  it,  we  must  take 
the  only  opportunity  that  will  be  offered  in  the  next 
ten  years. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  like  very  much  to  hear 
from  the  gentlemen  on  that  committee.  They  say 
this  thing  was  talked  about,  suggested  and  opposed 
in  committee;  I  would  like  to  know  on  what  ground 
the  provisions  o)  this  amendmeat  were  opposed;  I 
cannot  conceive  of  any  ground  for  opposition.  As 
soon  as  you  begin  to  oppose  it,  you  want  to  look  into 
it  and  see  what  you  are  voting  for.  You  can't  per- 
suade any  one  to  get  up  and  oppose  the  principle  of 
the  amendment,  which  allows  tlie  city  to  do  what  the 
Commonwealth  should  fail  to  do.  Here  is  a  thing  to 
be  done  some  time  or  other,  we  can't  tell  when. 
There  Is  a  chance  for  people  to  speculate,  to  take  ad- 
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vantage  of  a  matter  that  will  extend  over  a  great 
many  years.  This  is  a  gigantic  nndertakiug,  and  we 
don't  know  what  changes  may  take  place.  We  don't 
know  but  the  policy  of  the  present  commissioners 
may  be  changed,  and  they  miglit  not  give  us  the 
rigbts  which  others  would.  I  have  heard  no  reason 
wliy  that  amendment  can  hurt  any  one  except  that 
you  feared  it  would  put  off  the  work.  I  should  like 
to  see  the  time  extended. 

Alderman  Clark — Mr.  Ware  has  told  me  within  a 
week  that  the  adoption  of  tliis  amendment,  asking 
the  State  to  pay  for  this  street  before  the  flats  are 
filled,  would  prevent  the  commencement  of  this  im- 
provement for  the  present  year.  The  right  to  extend 
this  street  was  granted  to  the  citj^  by  the  State  years 
ago.  We  don't  want  that  right.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  says  there  has  been  no  reason  given.  My 
reasons  are  simply  the  delay.  This  is  an  immense 
pro.iect,  and  it  will  take  many  years  to  have  six  or 
seven  hundred  acres  tilled  up.  It  is  for  the  purpose 
of  having  this  pro.iect  commenced  that  I  do  not  wish 
to  see  this  amendment  adopted.  No  members  of  the 
committee  opposed  this  amendment;  but  when  the 
committee  did  take  this  action  the  State  positively 
refused  to  have  it  incorporated  in  the  indenture,  be- 
cause the  commissioners  had  no  right  to  make  this 
agreement. 

If  this  amendment  had  been  incorporated  in  it, 
the  Governor  and  Council  would  have  refused  to 
sign  it.  Make  a  provision  of  this  character  in  the  in- 
denture and  the  Governor  and  Council  have  no  right 
to  sign  it.  The  committee  have  endeavored  to  make 
the  agreement  as  perfect  as  possible.  It  was  made 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  City  Solicitor,  the 
Mayor  and  last  Mayor  being  present.  They  all  wit- 
nessed it  and  had  something  to  say  about  it.  It  is 
not  perfect,  of  course,  but  it  is  as  perfect  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  get  an  indenture,  and  if  we  wish  to  have  this 
work  commence  during  the  present  year  we  must  ac- 
cept it  as  it  is.  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated 
very  fully  the  reasons  why  it  is  impossihle  to  have 
this  amendment  incoporated  in  this  indenture.  You 
ma}'  get  it  incorporated  in  it,  but  you  will  never  get 
it  signed  this  year.  The  appropriation  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  expires  on  the  first  of  next 
January.  We  have  been  vears  getting  this  appropri- 
ation, and  if  we  refuse  to  use  this  four  hundred  thou- 
tand  dollars,  it  seems  to  me  we  will  do  what  we  have 
no  right  to  do. 

Alderman  Power — I  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
last  year  that  had  charge  of  this  matter.  The  com- 
mittee labored  at  a  great  disadvantage;  they  had  lo 
contend  with  gentlemen  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  city  and  State  for  very  many  years.  The  gentle- 
men acting  for  the  State  tried  to  drive  as  close  a  bar- 
gain as  they  could.  They  were  seemingly  anxious  to 
ta.ce  charge  of  the  city  in  the  bridge  question.  We 
did  the  best  we  could  with  the  limited  knowledge  we 
had  on  the  sub.iect,  but  it  is  very  fortunate  that  the 
order  they  recommended  did  not  pass.  Those  points 
were  simply  considered  after  a  hard  fight.  Then 
again  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  city  that  the  matter 
was  delayed  to  this  year.  It  was  simply  because 
some  of  the  other  parties  could  not  get  all  they  want- 
ed. It  is  a  one-sided  bargain.  Everything  is  exacted 
for  the  State  and  for  the  Boston  Wharf  Company,  and 
I  can't  see  how  they  can  refuse  to  have  some  limit 
put  upon  the  time  in  which  that  filling  must  be  done. 

Some  people  here  can  understand  better  than  oth- 
ers why  South  Boston  can  take  a  great  interest  in 
this  matter.  If  this  improvement  is  made,  and 
nothing  else  is  done,  you  ruin  the  whole  water  front 
of  South  Boston,  which  is  very  valuable.  It  is  im- 
portant that  something  be  done  to  give  them  back 
that  water  front.  Gentlemen  talk  about  private 
speculation.  Why  would  there  be  any  improvements 
made  if  it  was  n't  supposed  that  some  one  would  be 
benefitted  by  it?  I  don't  think  this  thing  should  be 
thrown  aside  on  that  argument.  I  can't  see  wherein 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  can  refuse  to  accede  to 
this  request.  It  is  nobody  but  Mr.  Ware,  one  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners,  and  a  very  active  one,  and 
the  State  chose  wisely  when  he  was  made  its  repre- 
sentative. 

Where  we  labored  at  a  disadvantage  was  in  not 
having  some  gentleman  thoroughly  posted  on  the 
legal  matters;  but  we  had  not,  and  we  did  as  well 
as  any  committee  from  the  (;ity  Government  could 
have  done.  But  I  have  not  seen  where  the  State  has 
refused  this  request.  It  is  simply  Mr.  Ware  says 
"We  won't."  That  is  all  I  know  about  it.  I  think 
it  is  proper  that  we  should  try  to  get  the  State  to 
make  this  concession,  if  you  choose  to  call  it  so,  but 
I  don't  say  that  it  is  a  concession.  We  simply  ask 
them  to  put  some  limit  on  the  time  in  which  they 
propose  to  do  this  work.  It  is  proper  to  lay  this  mat- 
ter on  the  table  till  we  have  had  some  official  com- 
mnnication  with  the  State. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  don't  know  which  side  is  right, 


and  therefore  move  the  question  be  specially  assigned 
for  next  Monday  afternoon.  I  want  time  to  look 
into  it. 

Alderman  Clark— There  is  no  sum  of  money  at 
stake,  except  so  far  as  the  money  agreed  to  be  ex- 
pended in  bridges.  I  will  remind  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Power),  of  the  document  he  signed  last  year. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  deny  that  I  signed  the 
document. 

Alderman  Clark  read  a  portion  of  the  report  of  last 
year's  committee,  and  continued:  They  have  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  these  were  the  best  terms 
that  could  be  obtained,  they  show  conclusively  that 
we  had  urged  for  this  same  thing  last  year,  and  could 
not  obtain  it.  The  fears  now  are  simply  on  account 
of  delay.  Twelve  months  hence  we  might  get  this 
indenture  altered,  but  not  during  the  year  187S.  This 
matter  was  before  the  committee  last  year,  and  again 
this  year. 

The  Harbor  Commissioners  were  the  only  proper 
.  authority  for  us  to  confer  with  in  regard  to  the 
agreements  so  far  as  the  South  Boston  flats  are  con- 
cerned, or  any  other  flats  in  this  neighborhood.  The 
commissioners  know  what  powers  have  been  confer- 
red on  them  by  the  Legislature,  and  they  have  no 
right  to  exceed  those  powers;  and  those  powers  do 
not  allow  them  to  expend  a  single  dollar  for  bridges 
or  avenues.  The  whole  thing  hinges  oii  this:  Do  we 
want  this  improvement  commenced  this  year  or  next? 
If  you  wish  to  have  delay,  ask  for  an  amendment  to 
suit  some  one  now  and  another  to  suit  some  one  else. 
That  has  been  the  matter  with  this  pro.iect  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  It  is  no  new  thing,  it  is  what  I 
first  heard  of  when  I  came  to  Boston.  I  can't  aftbrd 
to  wait  twenty-five  years  longer  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  this  improvement.  I  own  no  property  there, 
but  I  am  interested  in  seeing  this  pro.iect  carried  out, 
and,  I  trust,  we  shall  vote  on  this  subject  tonight, 
and  vote  as  in  my  opinion  it  is  desirable  for  us  to 
vote;  that  is,  accept  the  amendment  and  vote  not  to 
instruct  the  mayor  to  withhold  his  signature.- 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  should  urge  the  members  to 
vote  for  this  indenture  just  as  it  novi'  stands,  hoping 
that  the  people  of  South  Boston  would  be  content 
with  half  a  leaf,  and  trusting  to  next  year.  It  is  no 
new  matter.  We  can  build  northern  and  eastern  av- 
enues today  or  tomorrow  if  we  wish  to  construct  rip- 
rap walls.  We  now  have  an  offer  from  the  State  to 
build  it  withiHit  expense  to  us.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Boston  proposes  that  the  city  build  riprap 
walls  and  the  State  ''pay  for  the  filling."  If  the  city 
feels  rich  enough,  and  it  needs  them,  I  have  no  doubt 
we  shall  pass  a  votjj  to  make  that  expense  when  it  is 
needed  But  if  we  incorporate  it  in  the  indenture 
now,  I  am  afraid  it  will  kill  the  whole  measure  for  the 
present  year.  I  beseech  the  gedtlemen,  if  they  have 
any  interest  in  the  improvemedt  of  South  Boston,  I 
beseech  them  to  indefinitely  postpone  this  amend- 
ment, so  that  it  can  be  signed,  and  I  guarantee  that 
the  citizens  of  South  Boston  will  get  all  they  want  in 
due  time. 

Alderman  Power — I  care  no  more  for  the  interests 
of  South  Bostcm  than  for  East  Boston,  and  I  think 
my  conduct  here  does  not  show  anything  to  the  con- 
trary of  what  I  assert.  I  speak  for  the  interests  of 
Boston.  The  city  has  the  right  to  build  streets  any- 
where she  sees  fit,  but  the  State  agrees  to  bmld  ' 
streets  here  at  its  own  cost,  and  I  don't  see  how  the 
State  can  refuse  to  have  it  inserted  in  the  agreement 
that  the  city  can  have  the  right  to  go  on  and  com- 
plete this  street  when  it  sees  fit.  VVe  don't  ask  to 
build  riprap  walls.  No  bridges  are  needed.  The 
original  plans  have  been  altered.  There  is  to  be  no 
inside  channel.  It  is  simply  to  continue  the  inside 
walls,  and  not  have  any  riprap  walls.  It  is  simply 
binding  the  State  to  carry  out  its  agreement 
at  some  time  or  other  so  as  not  to  deprive  South 
Boston  of  all  its  wharf  privileges. 

I  think  they  cannot  in  reason  refuse  to  place  some 
limit  to  the  time  in  which  Ihey  will  complete  the  job, 
and  it  is  very  reasonable  that  the  people  of  South 
Boston  should  see  the  necessity  of  this,  and  that  it 
should  be  more  obvious  to  them  because  they  are 
familiar  with  the  importance  of  the  wharf  privileges. 
It  is  the  same  to  her  that  it  is  to  East  Boston,  where 
the  wharf  fronts  are  the  most  valuable  property,  and 
it  is  very  reasonable  that  they  should  see  the  necessity 
of  engrafting  this  agreement  with  the  indenture  more 
than  others  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  subject. 
In  all  this  we  have  never  met  the  Harbor  Com- 
missioners as  a  body.  It  was  simply  Mr.  Ware,  and 
he  said  what  they  would  and  would  not  do.  I  think 
there  are  questions  of  some  importance  which  were 
left  out  at  first.  How  quick  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  were  to  quibble  when  they  found  that  they 
could  not  have  the  privilege  of  running  their  tracks 
accross  the  territory.  They  looked  out  very  closely 
for  their  interests,  and  are  quite  willing  that  this 
should  go  through,  because  they  have  got  everything 
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they  want.  It  only  forces  them  iv  do  what  they 
ofEered  to  ao  in  some  specified  tiu.o.  I  don't  liuow 
that  any  one  aslcs  to  have  ttitni  agi-ee  to  build  riprap 
walls.  The  amendment  don't;  for  the  walls  will  not 
be  needed. 

Alderman  Clark — I  see  that  the  gentleman  don't 
understand  the  position  of  t!,  se  South  Boston  Hats, 
although  he  is  a  resident  of  that  part  of  the  city. 
They  tiave  been  obliged  to  buy  this  land.  It  is  n't 
propos(!d  to  take  away  the  wharf  properly  from  any 
abutters,  and  leave  a  channel  through  it,  so  that 
arrangements  have  got  to  be  made  with  the  abutters 
before  they  can  be  deprived  of  a  single  foot  of  their 
property.  It  is  well  Ivnown  that  one  member  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  has  one  department  to  look 
after  and  another  another.  It  fell  to  Mr.  Ware  to 
look  after  the  South  Boston  flats,  and  he  gave  it  more 
attention  than  any  of  the  others,  and  that  is  why  we 
came  in  contact  witli  him  more  than  any  of  the 
others.  In  the  first  place  the  State  has  no  right  to 
deprive  the  riparian  owners  of  their  rights  The  only 
way  that  it  can  be  filled  up  is  by  purchase— buying 
the  abutters  off. 

In  regard  to  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad's  quib- 
bling, so  far  as  they  were  concerned  they  had  omit- 
ted to  put  into  the  indenture  the  right  to  cross  East- 
ern avenue  and  Northern  avenue;  they  had  laid  two 
tracks  on  Northern  avenue,  and  as  that  street  will  be 
used  almost  exclusively  for  wharf  purposes,  the  com- 
mittee saw  no  objection  to  granting  that  right.  The 
Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners  have  no  authority  to 
sign  the  indenture  with  the  condition  of  the  proposed 
amendment.  By  attempting  to  attach  this  new  proj- 
ect with  the  old  one,  a  proposition  will  be  raised 
which  may  defeat  both.  These  are  the  facts,  and  I 
state  them  authoritatively. 

Alderman  Power— Will  the  ,  gentleman  state  who  is 
his  authority? 

Alderman  Clark— D.  E.  Ware  tells  us  [showing  a 
letter]  that  the  board  has  no  authority — and  gentle- 
men will  please  bear  this  in  mind — to  agree  to  the 
terms  of  this  amendment.  It  has  got  to  go  back  to 
the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  had  reason  to  inquire  into 
that  channel  matter  within  the  last  year,  and  I  find 
that  it  has  been  abandoued.  The  State  owns  the  land 
to  First  street.  I  have  investigated  the  matter  in  the 
pursuit  of  property  which  I  proposed  to  purchase  for 
my  own  interests.  The  State  has  purchased  within 
two  hundred  feet  of  First  street,  and  has  pui  chased 
no  wharf  or  water  privileges  beyond  the  point  where 
the  State  sees  fit  to  fill  up.  That  project  of  the  chan- 
nel has  been  abandoned  long  ago. 

Alderman  Emery — Let  the  matter  of  filling  up  be 
as  it  may,  we  don't  assume  anything  by  concurring 
■with  the  Council,  but  what  the  Commonwealth  has 
the  right  to  do.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  (i  says 
the  best  time  to  get  a  supplementary  contract  is  after 
the  indenture  has  been  signed. 

Now  as  a  man  of  business  I  beg  to  differ  from  the 
gentleman  in  that  respect.  If  I  want  to  get  anything 
into  an  agreement,  1  think  the  proper  time  is  before 
the  completion  of  the  agreement.  It  is  better  to  get 
an  extension  of  a  note  before  and  not  after  it  becomes 
due.  It  is  better  to  ask  for  this  thing  now  than  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  agreement.  If  they  had  any 
reason  for  withholding  their  assent  to  a  proposition 
of  this  kind  before,  they  certainly  will  have  after  the 
signing  of  the  agreenient.  There  must  be  something 
that  we  don't  see.  I  have  no  disposition,  if  gentle- 
men wish  to  defer  their  decision  on  this  matter,  to 
have  a  vote  taken  on  it.  But  I  wish  to  state  that  I 
did  not  come  here  with  any  interest  in  this  matter.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  interest  in  those  flats,  nor  in 
anything  on  that  shore.  Nor  am  I  herf  as  an  Alder- 
man from  that  part  of  the  city.  I  hope  I  represent 
all  parts  of  the  city  as  well  i  s  South  Boston. 

Alderman  Gibson — It  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
either  got  to  take  this  indenture  without  the  amend- 
ment or  not  at  all.  Is  there  a  gentleman  here  who 
supposes  that  they  are  going  to  humbus  the  people? 
I  have  no  doubt  the  State  will  deal  justly  and  fairly. 
Here  are  four  hundred  thou.sand  dollars  appropriated 
to  improve  this  land.  Wc  propose  to  delay  it.  Now 
will  you  lose  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  go 
ahead  and  trust  the  State  to  do  what  is  right?  I 
don't  believe  there  is  any  question  but  that  the  State 
win  do  full  justice.  I  shall  have  to  support  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  Here 
are  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  you  don't 
take  tliem  this  year  you  may  not  get  them  at  all.  We 
can  well  afford  to  trust  the  State  authorities  to  do 
what  is  for  their  own  benefit  as  well  as  our  own. 

Alderman  Power— It  is  the  simplest  thing  in  the 
world.  If  they  mean  to  carry  out  that  agreement  I 
don't  see  how  they  can  object  to  the  amendment,  to 
have  some  time  named  within  which  it  shall  be  done. 
All  that  we  ask  is  that  the  city  shall  have  the  right  to 
do  this  if  she  sees  fit.  We  are  not  asking  to  build 
streets  or  anything  of  the  kind;  we  are  simply  ask- 


ing that  if  the  representatives  of  the  city  see  fit  to 
continue  that  improvement,  the  city  may  have  the 
right  to  do  this  thing  at  the  same  expense  as  the 
State. 

Alderman  Clark — It  seems  impossible  to  impress 
the  fact  upon  the  gentleman  that  the  commissioners 
have  no  right  to  make  this  bargain.  They  have  no 
right  to  exceed  the  authority  given  them  by  the  Leg- 
islature. If  the  work  is  not  commenced  the  appro- 
priation of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  goes  over 
to  another  Legislature.  Then  it  will  be  said  we  had 
the  money  and  did  not  use  it.  Years  hence  they  may 
make  another  appropriation. 

Alderman  Gibson — It  seems  to  me  that  is  all  there 
is  to  it,  These  parties  have  no  authority  to  do  it,  and 
if  the  amendment  prevails  the  matter  goes  by  de- 
fault. 

Alderman  Emery — The  gentleman  says  that  all  this 
may  be  done  afterwards  by  a  supplementary  agree- 
ment, and  you  can't  get  it  in  the  committee,  and  that 
makes  me  suppose  there  is  something  wrong  about  it. 
It  strikes  me  that  rather  than  not  carry  this  thing  out 
they  would  grant  this  request. 

Alderman  Clark— Allow  me  to  say  that  they  have 
not  the  right  to  work  this  thing  in.  Another  Legis- 
lature may  do  it,  or  a  great  many  things  that  this 
Legislature  would  not.  We  may  go  before  the  Legis- 
lature and  ask  for  a  supplementary  contract,  but  for 
the  time  being  the  Harbor  Commissioners  have  no 
right  to  make  one,  although  a  future  Legislature  maj' 
give  them  that  right.  The  great  thing  is-  delay.  The 
year  is  already  half  past.  It  would  be  well  if  this 
thing  could  be  passed  today,  and  be  signed  by  the 
Governor  and  Council  tomorrow. 

Alderman  C^uincy — If  this  amendment  had  been 
offered  at  the  proper  time  it  may  be  that  it  would  not 
have  endangered  the  whole  thing  for  the  year.  This 
is  reason  enough  to  decide  me  to  vote  for  a  postpone- 
ment. 

Alderman  Power— Nobody  disputs  that  the  Har- 
bor Commissioners  have  the  right  to  fill  in  that  whole 
territory  to  the  foot  of  L  street,  and  if  so,  they  cer- 
tainly have  the  right  to  make  a  bargain  when  it  shall 
be  done.  If  they  have  the  right  to  make  a  bargain 
with  the  city  of  Boston  to  fill  in  these  flats,  they  cer- 
tainty have  the  right  to  name  the  time  when  it  shall 
be  done.  Now  if  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  repre- 
senting the  State,  had  come  here  and  said  they  didn't 
have  the  right  to  fill  in  the  flats,  we  would  have  agreed 
to  that.  We  would  have  said.  Go  back  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  get  your  power.  It  would  have  been  our 
duty  to  have  sent  them  back.  It  is  well  known  to 
everybody  here  that  if  this  improvement  is  carried 
out  to  South  Boston  Point,  it  will  make  every  fooi,  of 
land  double  and  treble  its  worth  if  the  connection  is 
made.  To  carry  it  out  we  are  asked  to  spend  a 
million  and  the  State  is  going  to  spend  four  hundred 
thousand.  We  are  not  going  to  get  this  back  in  taxes 
unless  the  connection  is  made  with  South  Boston.  I 
say  it  is  very  important  that  this  should  be  done  for 
the  interests  of  the  whole  city,  and  if  the  commis- 
sioners have  the  power  to  make  any  agreement  look- 
ing to  the  filling  up  of  those  flats  it  nn;st  have  the 
power  to  name  the  time  in  which  it  shall  be  done.' 

Alderman  Clark — There  is  no  right  allowed  the 
Board. 

The  Alderman  read  a  briei  extract  from  Mr.  Ware's 
letter  sustaining  his  position. 

Alderman  Gibson  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone 
for  one  week,  and  the  question  of  concurrence  being 
put  it  was  defeated — yeas,  3;  nays,  8. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery  and  Power. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Gaflield, 
Gibson,  Quincy,  Saywarr;  and  Stebbins. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  offered  by 
Alderman  Clark,  who  expressed  the  hope  that  it 
would  be  defeated,  was  voted  down. 

FIREMEN   DISCHAKGBD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  stating  that  for  the  rea- 
sons given  the  following-named  persons  had  been 
discharged  from  the  department  by  order  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Engineers  :  Engine  Company  No.  4,  John 
G.  Duffy,  neglect  of  duty  on  May  30,  "by  leaving  the 
city  when  a  fire  was  raging;  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3, 
N.  B.  Whitman,  want  of  interest  in  his  duties,  hav- 
ing remained  in  Boylstou  Hall  for  two  hours  during 
the  fire  of  May  30,  his  excuse  being  that  he  supposed 
he  had  a  substitute;  Hose  8,  William  Blake,  old  age 
and  worn  out  in  the  service.  The  communication 
was  placed  on  file. 

THK    WATER  .SUPPLY. 

The  followiTig  communication  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board: 

The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  reply  to  a  recent 
order  of  the  City  Council,  has  directfd  me  to  trans- 
mit the  enclosed  report  of  the  City   Engineer.    This 
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Board  fully  indorses  the  conclusions  of  the  engineer 
as  to  the  value  of  street  reservoirs  iu  portions  of  the 
high  service  districts,  and  in  sucb  parts  of  the  low 
service  districts  as  are  not  laid  with  larger  pipes. 
Recent  changes  and  improvements  in  the  distriout- 
ive  system  already  authorized  by  this  Board,  may, 
howcver,  render  tQe  construction  of  a  large  number 
of  the  proposed  reservoirs  unnecessary.  Tlie  changes 
referred  to  are  in  brief  as  follows: 

The  laying  of  a  sixteen-inch  pipe  from  the  pump- 
ing works  to  the  Beacon  Hill  High  Service  Histrict, 
thus  releasing  the  thirty-inch  pipe  now  performing 
that  service  and  turning  it  on  to  the  low  service  at 
the  west  and  north  sections  of  the  city  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  sixteen-inch  main  on  North  Charles 
street  from  Cambridge  street  to  Leverett  street,  thus 
giving  a  very  large  additional  supply  to  those  sec- 
lions;  the  laying  of  a  new  high-service  main  from 
Tremout  street  across  Dover-street  Bridge  to  South 
Boston,  and  turning  the  twenty-inch  pipe  from  Dor- 
chester now  used  for  high  service  at  South  Boston  on 
to  the  low  service  there,  giving  a  largely  increased 
and  needed  supply  of  low  service  to  that  territory; 
an  increase  of  the  size  of  the  service  mains  along 
side  of  the  twenty-four  inch  main  through  portions 
of  Washington  street,  and  a  generally  increased  ca- 
pacity of  pipes  through  what  is  known  as  the  "burnt 
district." 

These  imorovements,  with  the  conversion  of  the 
iwelve-lnch  marginal  mains  in  South  Boston  and 
some  portions  of  the  South  End,  are  now  being  made, 
and  all  of  which  will  be  ttnished  as  rapidly  as  the 
pipe  can  be  procured,  will  give  the  city  a  largely  in- 
creased supply  of  water  for  lire  purposes.  Even 
without  those  additions,  this  city  has  today  a  better 
water  supply  for  lire  and  domestic  purposes  than  any 
other  city  of  its  size  in  this  country,  and  with  them 
completed,  as  they  will  be  within  a  comparativrly 
short  time,  the  citizens  should  have  eiuire  confidence 
in  the  waier  supply  for  every  probable  emergency, 
etpecially  if  this  supply  is  used  with  ordinary  discre- 
tion and  care. 

The  expensive  additions  already  named  are  made 
with  distinct  reference  to  a  greater  supply  of  water 
lor  fire  purposes,  and  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  all 
expense  for  the  proposed  reservoirs  should  be  met  by 
an  independent  appropriation  and  not  chargeable  to 
the  Water  Works. 

When  the  appropriations  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
were  made,  the  additions  referred  to  were  not  con- 
templated, but  this  Board,  in  view  of  the  feeling  of 
insecuiity  so  prevalent  among  the  more  timid  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  has  not  hesitated  to  inaugurate  a  lib- 
eral and  judicious  expenditure  for  the  purpose  of  al- 
laying these  fears,  while  it  is  contident  it  is  not  de- 
parting from  the  careful  and  conservative  policy 
which  has  governed  the  action  of  the  Water  Board 
during  preceding  years. 

Following  is  in  substance  the  report  of  the  City 
Engineer  on  the  subject  of  building  tiie  reservoirs, 
appended  to  the  communication  from  the  Water 
Board: 

The  cost  of  the  reservoirs  for  the  purposes  and  of 
the  capacity  stated  (:iOOO  gallons  each;  would  vary, 
depending  upon  such  circumstances  as  the  width  of 
sidewalk,  size  of  main  pipe,  locati<m  and  depth  of 
sewer,  etc.  1  estimated  that  $:iS;}  each,  including 
cost  of  connection  with  street  pipe  and  sew  er,  stop 
cocks  and  covers,  is  a  fair  average  price  for  liuiidiug 
such  reservoirs  within  the  limits  of  the  old  city.  The 
advantages  of  these  reservoirs  are,  first,  allowing  the 
concentration  of  a  number  of  engines  at  one  point; 
second,  permitting  the  engines  to  get  quickly  at 
work,  provided  they  have  a  sufficient  pressure  of 
steam;  third,  furnishing  a  supply  to  any  engine, 
whatever  may  he  its  size  of  coupling,  which  is  im- 
portant when  out-of-town  engines  are  called  into  ser- 
vice; fourth,  being  more  quickly  accessible  in  times 
of  deep  snow  than  hydrants  placed  in  the  street; 
fifth,  holding  a  quantity  of  water  in  store  to  compen- 
sate partially,  at  least,  for  want  of  capacity  in  street 
main  to  deliver  an  adequate  supply. 

The  objectioKS  are,  First,  the  occupation  of  val- 
uable space  more  especially  in  the  business  portion 
of  the  city;  second,  the  possible  waste  of  water  into 
the  sewers,  at  times  when  waste  would  be  seriously 
felt,  by  carelessness  in  regulating  the  flow  with  the 
stopcock;  third,  the  great  liability  to  cause  damage 
to  cellars  and  goods  stored  in  them  by  leakage  and 
overflow;  fourth,  not  permitting  the  playing  of  a 
stream  until  the  engine  gets  up  steam;  fifth,  the  cost. 
For  general  use  the  City  Engineer  prefers  the 
Lowry  hydrant,  but  in  the  high  service  districts  and 
at  points  in  the  low  service  territory  where  the  pipes 
are  of  small  calibre,  the  reservoirs  would  be  judi- 
cious. 

The  report    and  communication   were  laid  on  the 
table  to  be  printed. 


FIRING   SALUTES   ON   THE   COMMON. 

Alderman  Quiucy,  from  the  Joint  standing  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  who  were  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  reporting  an  ordinance  pro- 
hibiting the  discharge  of  cannon  on  the  Common  or 
other  public  grounds,  unless  authorized  by  vote  of 
the  City  Council,  having  carefully  considered  the 
subject,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  artillery  firing  which  has  been  customary 
hitherto  on  the  Common  and  public  grounds  may  be 
divided  into  three  classes:  First,  the  salutes  fired 
by  order  of  tne  City  Government  on  national  anni- 
versaries and  occasions  of  public  rejoicing;  second, 
those  ordered  and  paid  for  by  political  oi  other  asso- 
ciations to  celebrate  party  triumphs,  private  anniver- 
saries, reception  bf  visitors,  etc.;  and,  third,  military 
tiring  for  the  purpose  of  drill  by  the  militia. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1850  all  discharge  of  firearms 
within  the  city  limits  was  prohibited,  excepting, 
however,  "the  use  of  such  weapons  at  any  military 
exercise  or  review."  Prior  to  the  ordinance  of  1870, 
this  exception  had  been  practically  constructed  to  in- 
clude all  firing  by  the  organized  batteries,  whether 
by  military  orders  or  for  hire,  and  no  objection  was 
made  to  the  latter  employment  of  the  Common- 
wealth's soldiers  and  guns.  By  the  ordinance  of 
1872,  however,  it  was  provided  that  all  firing  must  be 
authorized  "by  the  military  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  by  the  City  Council  or  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  Boston." 

This  ordinance,  it  will  be  observed,  contemplates  a 
continuance  of  both  the  civil  and  military  practices 
of  artillery  firing  on  the  Common,  for  drill  by  proper 
military  authority — for  hire  when  authorized  by  the 
Mayor  or  the  City  Council.  But  the  committee  can- 
not avoid  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  this  use  of  pleasure  grounds  now  in  the 
heart  of  a  crowded  city  should  cease,  or  at  least  be 
restricted  to  the  fewest  possible  occasions.  They 
will  endeavor  to  show  why  in  their  opinion  the  dan- 
ger of  accidents,  the  damage  to  property  and  the 
suffering  occasioned  to  sick  persons  of  all  classes 
imperatively  demand  the  restriction  proposed. 

First,  The  danger  of  accidents  by  frightening 
horses.  It  is  well  known  that  the  number  of  these 
has  been  steadily  increasing  with  the  increase  of 
travel  and  business  in  the  streets  bounding  the  Com- 
mon. Only  one  happens  to  have  come  to  the  commit- 
tee's knowledge  on  the  last  May  training— it  was  a 
case  where  a  buggy  was  destroyed  on  Beacon  street 
and  a  lady  and  gentleman  were  thrown  out,  but  they 
fortunately  escaped  serious  injury.  The  damage 
which  a  runaway  team  might  occasion  in  Tremont 
street  may  be  imagined. 

Second,  The  damage  to  property.  The  committee 
have  received  a  communication  from  Gardner 
Brewer,  describing  the  damage  sustained  by  the 
walls  of  his  house  by  the  January  firing  two  years 
ago,  when  the  ground  was  frozen,  and  he  stated  that 
he  had  taken  evidence  of  its  amount,  with  a  view  of 
holding  the  city  liable.  This  is  a  single  case,  but  it 
suffices  to  show  that  actual  injur3'  has  been  and  may 
be  again  sustained. 

Thirdly,  The  suffering  occasioned  to  sick  persons 
in  the  vicinity.  Desiring  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
experts,  the  chairman  communicated  with  several 
leading  physicians,  asking  what  to  their  knowledge, 
had  been  and  would  be  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
custom  in  question  upon  the  condition  of  sick  per- 
sons and  invalids  in  the  vicinity. 

The  committee  give  long  extracts  from  the  answers 
received  to  these  inquiries,  extracts  from  which  are 
appended— 

Dr.  Edward  H.  Clark,  18  Arlington  street— I  have 
observed  that  such  firing  affects  the  majority  of  in- 
valids and  sick  people  in  its  vicinity  unpleasantly; 
during  the  last  artillery  practice  one  of  my  patients 
rolled,  with  every  shot,  from  one  side  of  her  bed  to 
the  other  in  a  sort  of  agony.  Twiee  during  the  past 
year  premature  confinements  started  with  the  firing 
and  seemed  to  be  induced  by  it. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Lyman,  121  Boylston  street— I  have  no 
hesitation  in  characterizing  the  practice  as  injurious 
in  the  highest  degree. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Hodges,  53  Mt.  Vernon  street— I  could 
instance  a  number  of  persons  whose  illness  has  been 
aggravated  by  the  firing  on  the  Common  on  public 
occasions,  and  whose  nervous  systems  are  deranged 
by  the  same  cause. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Homans,  90  Boylston  street— Firing  on  the 
Common  is  a  source  of  great  annoyance  and  suffer- 
ing to  invalids  and  sick  persons,  particularly  those 
prostrated  by  nervous  diseases. 

Dr.  F.  Minot,  7  Charles  street — In  cases  of  extreme 
illness  and  with  patients  of  nervous  temperaments  it 
has  a  most  injurious  effect. 

The  committee  are  well  aware  that  in  very  many 
many  cases  the  preferences  or  the  temporary  comfort 
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of  the  few  are  ri^ntly  sacrificed  to  the  interest  or  to 
the  eiijoyment  of  the  many.  Several  worfdy  citi- 
zens were  recently  compelled  to  snhni'  to  the  disa- 
greeable vicinity  of  a  smallpox  l,.--pital  in  order 
that  the  city  might  successfully  combat  an  enemy 
within  its  walls.  In  like  manner,  were  danger  immi- 
nent from  a  foreign  foe  the  necessity  for  training 
men  and  horses  in  actual  firing  would  be  paramount. 
But  this  not  being  the  case,  the  L:mmittee  njust  con- 
sider the  question  narrowed  to  one  of  enjoyment  or 
suffering. 

Is  the  enjoyment  of  the  many  such  as  bhould  fair- 
ly be  regarded  as  counterbalancing  the  suffering  of 
the  few?  The  committee  cannot  so  regard  it.  Polit- 
ical firing  pleases  the  exulting  victors7  but  disgusts 
the  conquered  and  embitters  the  strife,  and  in  firing 
ordered  by  private  associations  it  is  evident  that  the 
number  of  sufferers  may  actually  exceed  that  of 
those  gratified  or  flattered  thereby.  It  has  been  aslied 
why  not  leave  the  power  to  authorize  private  firing 
with  the  Mayor,  where  it  now  residesV  Because,  giv- 
ing him  the  power  implies  its  exercise,  and  when 
once  exercised  the  permission  can  hardlj;  again  be 
refused  to  respectable  and  influential  applicants. 

A  few  years  since  the  City  Solicitor  gave  an  opin- 
ion, to  be  found  in  City  Document  No.  52,  of  the 
year  1870,  to  the  effect."  that  the  City  Council  had 
the  right  to  regulate,  or  if  necessary  to  abolish,  the 
use  of  the  Common  as  a  training  field  by  the  militia. 
The  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  this  right  of  regulation  should 
be  exercised  by  the  prohibition  of  all  artillery  firing, 
unless  specially  authorized  by  the  City  Council. 
That  it  will  be  so  authorized,  according  to  the  old 
custom  on  certain  occasions,  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt,  but  in  time  of  peace  the  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  not  even  the  commander-in-chief  should 
have  power  to  continue  the  custom  without  the  city's 
consent. 

As  the  ordinances  now  in  force  apply  to  the  whole 
city  limits,  and  include  musketry  as  well  as  cannon, 
it  was  thought  advisable  not  to  repeal  them,  but  to 
make  special  provision  for  the  subject  under  consid- 
eration; viz.,  artillery  on  the  Common  and  public 
grounds,  as  there  are  already  many  places  within  the 
city  limits  to  which  the -objections  alluded  to  do  not 
apply.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  ac- 
companying ordinance: 

"An  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  discharge  of  can- 
n<m  upon  the  Common  or  public  grounds. 

No  cannon  or  artillery  shall  be  fired  by  the  militia 
or  others  upon  the  Common  or  public  grounds  unless 
authorized  by  the  City  Council." 

Mr.  Dacey  dissents  from  the  majority,  and  reports 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  the  ordinance. 

The  report  and  ordinance  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REPORTS    OF  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward,from  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  Milton 
Austin  for  appointment  as  an  auctioneer,  at  29  Pera- 
berton  square;  of  Jonas  H.  French,  for  a  license  to 
manufacture  and  sell  liquors,  at  179  Essex  street;  of 
C.  H.  Graves  &  Sons,  for  a  license  to  manufacture 
and  sell  liquors,  at  35  Hawkins  street;  of  Appleby  & 
McClinch.  for  victualler's  license,  at  1.350  Tremont 
street;  of  C.  Harmes,  for  victualler's  license,  at  4 
Bedford  street;  of  Felcon  &  Stone,  for  license  to 
manufacture  liquors,  at  63  C  street.     Accepted. 

'i'he  same  committee  reported  in  favor  of  renew- 
ing the  licenses  of  thirteen  intelligence  olfices.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  applica- 
tions of  the  following-named  persons  for  victualler's 
licenses:  Peter  Alteri,  28  Perry  street,;  N.  Ferretto, 
131  North  street;  John  Doherty,  123  Ehdicott  street; 
Sarah  Uran,  336  North  street;  Frank  A.  Caswell.  59 
Shawmut  avenue.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power, from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions 
of  J.  F.  Keating,  32  Lancaster  street;  Fred  Bleiler, 
Heath  place;  Patterson  &  Lavender,  Burke  street. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  petition  of 
Otis  H.  Weed  to  be  released  from  the  service  water 
which  flows  upon  his  estate  on  Heath  street,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  and  it  was  so  re- 
ferred. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  J.  W. 
Kimball  for  leave  to  locate  a  wooden  stable  on  Paris 
street  near  Porter;  of  Orsamus  Nute,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  wooden  shed  stable  for  thirteen  horses 
on  Plympton  street,  the  latter  for  six  months  only. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Ira  A.  Med- 


bury  for  a  sewer  m  F  street,  and  no  action  necessary 
on  a  notice  from  the  town  of  Brookline  in  regard  to 
the  diversion  of  Muddy  River.     Accepted. 

THE   WIDENING   OF   TREMONT   STREET. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  to  rake  from  the  table  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  order  was 
passed  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  remove 
the  sidewalk  on  Tremont  street,  adjacent  to  the  Com- 
mon, and  to  put  the  street  in  condition  for  passage 
of  vehicles. 

Alderman  Quincy  stated  that  he  moved  the  recon- 
sideration in  order  to  give  Aldermen  who  desired  it 
an  opportunity  of  recording  their  votes.  He  would, 
however,  ask  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  whether 
they  were  willing  to  allow  reconsideration  to  prevail 
in  order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Board  on  an  amend- 
ment which  he  would  offer  providing  that  two  feet  of 
the  present  sidewalk  be  allowed  to  remain  outside 
the  fence  as  a  landing  place  for  persons  entering  or 
leaving  the  cars  on  that  side.  If  this  were  refused 
and  the  whole  sidewalk  thrown  into  the  street,  then, 
much  as  he  deprecated  encroachment  on  the  Com- 
mon, he  hoped  to  see  the  fence  go  down  before  and 
not  after  life  or  limb  had  been  sacrificed.  Passen- 
gers would  continue  to  stand  on  that  side  to  take 
the  outward  cars;  they  would  continue  to  alight 
on  that  side;  and,  as  a  gentleman  in  business 
on  the  opposite  side  who  came  here  to  re- 
monstrate against  this  measure,  said.  What  would 
happen  if  a  smartly  driven  team,  or,  w  irse  still,  a  fire 
engine  came  along  before  pedestrians  had  time  to 
plaster  themselves  in  single  rank  against  the  fence  V 
The  Alderman  continued  to  be  of  ^  the  opinion  that 
the  proposed  widening,  not  being  at  the  point  of 
stricture,  would  have  little  effect  in  preventing  block- 
ades. The  evil  was  the  double  track  and  the  station 
between  Park  and  School  streets.  In  his  opinion 
the  double  track  should  commence  at  Boylston  street, 
and  cars  go  in  one  direction  only  through  the  north- 
erly part  of  Tremont,  as  they  do  through  the  narrow 
part  of  Washington  street.  The  Alderman  then  read 
a  protest  from  General  John  S.  Tyler  against  the 
proposed  removal  of  the  sidewalk,  taking  similar 
grounds  in  regard  to  the  convenience  and  safety  of 
pedestrians,  and  the  inefticiency  of  the  measure  to 
prevent  blockades,  which  originate  as  a  rule  north  of 
Park  street.  In  concluding.  Alderman  Quincy  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Alderman  Clark — If  the  gentleman  will  say  that  he 
is  ready  to  cut  into  the  mall  two  or  three  feel ,  I  have 
no  objection  to  his  making  an  amendment  to  that 
effect.  I  am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to  record 
my  vote  in  favor  of  one  improvement  that  will  cost 
nothing.  No  doubt  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
will  so  arrange  the  Curbstone  and  sidewalk  that  people 
can  go  to  the  horse  cars  just  as  easily  as  they  do  now. 
Unless  this  street  is  to  be  made  wider,  I  hope  this 
reconsideration  will  not  prevail.  A  good  start  has 
been  made  in  this  direction  for  an  improvement,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  we  will  all  see  the  benefit  of  it. 
There  is  a  very  large  amount  of  travel  that  comes 
into  Tremont  street  from  Bromfield.  Temple  and 
West  streets.  Another  fact  is  that  we  cannot  abolish 
horse  railroads  which  accommodate  the  public. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  should  be  in  favor  of  recon- 
sideration if  the  fence  can  be  cut  down.  I  don't  see 
any  reason  for  cutting  down  the  trees  at  all  By  re- 
moving the  fence  a  little  it  would  be  a  relief  to  trav- 
ellers and  answer  every  pnri)ose  of  a  sidewalk. 

Alderman  Clark — I  should  not  be  in  favor  of  cut- 
ting down  a  single  tree,  bur  I  do  not  think  the  pres- 
ent curbstone  would  be  suflicient.  There  is  no  occa- 
sion to  take  the  fence  away  unless  it  is  to  set  it  back. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  no  objections  to  taking 
the  fence  down.  I  think  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary when  the  sidewalk  is  removed,  but  I  decidedly 
object  to  taking  one  inch  from  the  present  size  of 
the  Common.  In  voting  to  take  away  the  sidewalk  I 
simply  voted  to  restore  the  street  to  its  original 
width,  wh'ch  I  can  remember  myself  Ii  there  was  a 
reason  thirty  years  ago  for  the  street  bidng  that 
width  there  is  decidedly  more  reason  now.  If  there 
Is  an  inch  to  be  taken  oft'  the  Common  I  shall  not 
give  my  vote  for  it.  There  is  nothing  so  absolutely 
necessary  as  this  in  the  city — nothing  so  conaucive 
to  the  health  of  Boston  as  the  Common,  and  I  should 
therefore  object  to  taking  ofl' one  inch  of  it.  But  I 
do  think  that  rhe  fence  should  l)e  taken  down,  and  a 
handsome  curb  put  on  so  that  pc^ople  can  step  from 
the  Common  to  the  cars.  I  believe  that  th<^  sidewalk 
there  is  of  very  little  use;  that  the  need  of  a  wider 
street  and  extra  accommodations  then?  is  very  great, 
and  I  hope  that  W(?  shall  inimc^diately  take-  stejis  to 
prevent  the  hoi'se  cars  from  standing  in  Tremont 
street,  and  have  them  s;o  to  Scollay's  square  or  some- 
where else  I  hope  by  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Board  to  have  an  order  to  ofl'er  looking  to  that  end. 

Aldernian  Clark — I  hope  we  shall  not  reconsider 
that  vote.     The  first  move  is  to  take  up  that  sidewalk 


284 


BOAIil)       OF       ALDERlVrEN 


and  put  the  curbstone  down.  I  agree  with  Alderman 
Power  in  his  views  01'  the  beauty  and  usefulness  of 
the  Common  in  summer — in  fact,  I  know  of  nothing 
of    a  more   healthful    character  than  it. 

Alderman  Say  ward — That  fence  must  come  down, 
else  the  wheels  of  every  carriage  which  passes  It  will 
be  hitting  against  it. 

The  Board  voted  not  to  reconsider  the  vote  -ayes  5, 
nays  6. 

MUSIC   ON  THE   COMMON. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  Board  re- 
jected the  order  for  appointment  of  a  Joint  Special 
Committee  to  provide  music  on  the  Common  and  in 
other  sections  of  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  $2500. 

The  Board  reconsidered  the  vote,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Clark  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE   SALE    OF   FIREWORKS. 

Alderman  GaiKeld  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  the  use  of  fireworks  on  the  Fourth  of 
July  and  other  public  occat^ions  in  our  large  and 
crowded  cities  has  led  to  disastrous  conflagrations, 
and  whereas,  the  immediate  prohibition  of  their  sale 
might  work  injustice  to  many  innocent  dealers  who 
may  have  a  stock  on  hand  which  they  cannot  dispose 
of  without  sufHcient  notice,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  all  who  have 
been  hitherto  licensed  to  sell  fireworks,  that  the  city 
authorities  will  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature 
take  measures  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  fireworks  except  for  the  purpose 
of  marine  signals,  giving  the  power  to  license  such 
exceptional  sales  exclusively  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield,  the  order  to  re- 
strain the  licenses  usually  issued  by  the  Board  of  En- 
gineers of  the  Fire  Department  for  sale  of  fireworks 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

HOME   FOB  THE  POOR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to  report  within 
cue  month  on  subject  of  "a  home  for  the  poor"  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

ORDERS   or   NOTICE   ISSUED. 

Orders  of  notice  were  issued  returnable  in  one 
week  for  hearings  on  petitions  foi'  a  sewer  in  West- 
ern avenue,  between  Longwood  park  and  Longwood 
avenue;  and  in  Longwood  avenue,  between  Western 
avenue  and  Autumn  street;  and  for  sewers  in  Folsom 
place,  in  Chelsea  street,  between  Marion  and  Brooks, 
and  First  street,  between  K  and  L. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

Om  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
tendered  to  the  Rev.  .John  F.  W.  Ware  for  the  very 
patriotic  and  eloquent  oration  delivered  by  him  be- 
fore the  municipal  authorities  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
instant,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
for  publication. 

Ordered,  that  there  be  paid  to  Frederick  H.  Stimp- 
son  the  sum  of  fifty-two  thousand  dollars  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 


Congress  street,  by  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Boar'' 
of  Street  Commissioners,   passed  February,  27,  1873. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  A.  P. 
Darling  the  sum  of  three  thousand  and  sixty  dollars 
for  laud  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Harriir^on  avenue,  by  a  resolve  and  order 
of  ttie  Board  of  Street  Commissioner*,  June  12,  1873. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  to  pay  the  said  George  A. 
Darling  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
for  said  land  and  damages,  passed  June  30,  1873,  be 
and  the  same  hereby  is  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Samuel  Stillman 
and  wife,  trustees,  and  the  heirs  of  Sarah  Hughes, 
the  sum  of  fifty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars  for  land  taken,  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to 
Ilaymarket  square. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  D.  W.  Williams  and 
Jonathan  French,  trustees,  the  sum  of  eleven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Milk  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  grade  and  macadamize  Alpine  street  accord- 
ing to  the  established  grade,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$4000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  expend,  in  addition  to  the  amounts 
of  $7,500  heretofore  granted  for  the  repair  of  the 
clock  to\\'er  on  the  county  jail,  and  for  repairs  on 
said  jail  and  yard  attached  to  the  same,  a  further  sum 
of  three  thousand  dollars,  which  sum,  together  w\t\i 
the  amount  authorized  to  be  expended  for  said  pur- 
poses under  authority  of  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  approved  by  the  Mayor,  February  12  and 
May  6,  1873,  in  the  total  amount  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  several  companies 
enumerated  in  the  certificates  of  the  Adjutant-General 
dated  June  18  and  28,  the  sums  to  which  they  are  re- 
spectively entitled  for  inspection  duty  in  May  last; 
said  sums,  amounting  to  $2918  50,  to  be  charged  to 
the  a])propriation  for  Militia  Bounty. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  Faxon  Broth- 
ers to  construct  a  pipe  under  and  across  Otis  street, 
through  which  to  carry  shafting  and  steam,  upon 
condition  that  the  work  of  constructing  said  pipe 
shall  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets;  also  upon  condition  that  the  said  Fax- 
on Brothers  shall  give  to  the  City  Solicitor  bonds  to 
hold  the  city  harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  or  expenses  growing  out  of  the  con- 
structing or  maintaining  of  said  pipe  under  s^id 
street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  sprinkle  with  salt  water  that  portion  of 
Broad  street  lying  within  the  burnt  district;  the  ex- 
pense thereof,  not  exceeding  seventy-five  dollars  per 
month,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Burnt  District. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    10,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening.  E.  O.  Shepard,  the  Pres- 
ident, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  quarterly  reports  of  the  Inspector  of  Lighters, 
the  State  Paymaster  of  Aid,  and  the  annual  report  of 
the  Auditor  were  accepted  and  placed  on  tile. 

Several  petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  passed  in  con- 
currence: 

Order  tendering  thanks  of  City  Council  to  Rev. 
John  P.  W.  Ware  for  his  oration  on  the  Fourth  of 
July. 

Preamble  and  order  giving  notice  of  intention  of  the 
City  Council  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  fireworks,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  marine  signals. 

The  following  was  read  once: 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings  to  expend  a  further  sum  of  $3000 
in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  authorized  for 
the  repairs  on  the  County  Jail,  etc. 

The  following  was  referred  in  concurrence  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
primary  schoolhou.se  on  land  of  the  city  on  Newbury 
and  Exeter  streets:  and  for  a  l(<au  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  to  be  applied  therefor. 

auditor's  monthly  exhibit. 
The  monthly  exhibit   of  the   City  Auditor  for  the 
month  ending  July  1.  was  received  in  print,  accepted 
and  sent  up.     The  appropriations   and  expenditures 
are  thus  summarized — 

Appropriations, 
Revenues,  etc.      Expended.     Une-xpended. 

General $11,038,862  48       $2,2(10.890  47      S8 ,837 ,972  01 

Special 8,458,372  21  2,229,614  11        6,228,758  10 

•8)9.497,234  69        S4.4S0,504  58    SI;', 066,730  11 
UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  were  severally  read  a  second  time, 
and  passed  in  concurrence: 

Order  authorizing  extension  of  fire  alarm  lines, 
painting  of  poles,  etc.,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $8500. 

Order  authorizing  contracts  to  be  made  vith 
owners  of  land  on  Fort  Hill  territory,  whose  estates 
adjoin  the  land  of  the  city,  to  build  party  walla. 

Order  authorizing  $.500  to  be  expended  in  each  case 
where  necessary  for  fire  alarm  apparatus  and  such 
extensions  and  alterations  and  repairs  as  may  be 
needed. 

Report  and  order  authorizintr  the  making  of  such 
repairs  and  alterations  as  may  be  needed  in  Central 
Charity  Bureau  and  Temporary  Home,  at  not  ex- 
ceeding $3000. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  2500 
feet  of  land,  more  or  less,  ad.joining  Station  House 
Lot,  Fourth  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .$2800. 

The  following  were  read  a  second  time,  and.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  were  laid  on  the 
table: 

Orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  police  station 
house  for  District  Eleven,  on  land  recently  purchased 
therefor  on  Adams  street.  Ward  16,  and  for  a  loan  of 
$40,000  to  be  applied  for  the  same. 

PETITION  presented   AND  -REFERRED. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented  the  petition  of 
E.  Howard  &  Co.  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  frame 
building  in  rear  of  Eustis  street  for  the  storage  of 
lumber. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

REPORTS    OF   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Commmittee  on  Public  Buildings,  who  were  directed 
by  the  City  Council  to  procure  estimates  for  land  and 
a  building  on  the  same,  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
steam  fire  engine  and  horse  hose  carriage,  said  build- 
ing to  be  located  on  Mason  street,  or  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity,  having  considered  the  same,  reported 
that  a  lot  suitable  for  an  engine  house  in  the  location 
named  cannot  be  obtained  except  at  extreme  prices. 
Instead  of  the  purchase  of  anew  lot,  they  recommend 
the  taking  of  the  city  building  on  Mason  street,  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  Natural  History  Society,  and 
at  present  as  a  branch  of    the  High  School.    The 


building,  with  the  land  in  the  front  and  rear,  can  be 
made  available,  and  an  engine  house  completed  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $15,000.  Provision  can  be  made 
for  the  English  High  School  branch  in  the  Bowditch 
Schoolhousc,  South  street,  recently  surrendered  to 
the  city.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered.  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  build- 
ing formerly  occupied  by  the  Natural  History  Soci- 
ety, and  now  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Mason 
street,  to  accommodate  a  steam  fire  engine,  horse 
hose  carriage,  and  the  horses  and  men  connected 
therewith,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $15,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  the  sum  of 
$15,000.  the  same  to  be  applied  for  the  providing  of 
an  engine  house  on  Mason  street. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5  asked  if  there  is  any  necessity  for  such  an 
expenditure,  as  it  did  n't  seem  to  him  that  that 
amount  would  be  required. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  said  it  was  merely  an  approx- 
imate estimate ;  there  were  no  surveys  or  plans  made 
as  yet. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  did  n't  think  Mason  street 
just  the  place,  and  as  it  would  do  no  harm  to  have 
the  matter  go  over,  he  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  an  order  to 
raise  the  tower  of  the  Ticknor  Schoolhouse  a  sufB- 
cient  height  to  receive  a  tower  clock,  reported  that 
they  deem  the  appropriation,  $700.  insufficient;  that 
they  are  not  favorable  to  an  increase  of  the  appro- 
priation so  that  the  work  may  go  forward,  but  would 
recommend  its  postponement  from  the  fact  that  a 
new  district  has  been  created  in  Washington  Village 
by  the  School  Committee,  which  will  very  soon  re- , 
quire  the  erection  of  a  new  schoolhouse,  when  such 
a  clock  can  be  constructed  on  the  new  building  at 
less  expense  than  upon  the  present  Ticknor  School- 
house.  The  committee  therefore  report  it  inexpe- 
dient to  erect  a  clock  tower  on  the  Ticknor  School- 
house. 

The  report  was  accc^pted. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  reported  that  they 
had  received  a  request  from  the  Joint  Standing:  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  asking  them  to  furnish 
accommodaticnis  for  the  wagon  of  the  Insurance 
Brigade  in  the  house  of  Hook  &  Ladder  Company 
No.  3.  The  committee  request  of  the  City  Council 
information  as  to  whether  they  are  obliged  to  furnish 
accommodations  for  the  wagons  aad  horses  of  the 
Insurance  Brigade. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  desired  an  explanation  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  moved  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  said  the  city  is  not  only  to 
furnish  a  building  for  the  wagon  but  they  wish  the 
horses  fed.  The  Committee"  on  Public  Buildings 
Cimld  not  see  their  way  clearly  to  recommend  doingit. 
He  wanted  to  know  if  the  Fire  Department  and  the 
insurawce  companies  were  to  run  the  city. 

Mr.  Dacey  thought  that  if  the  Insurance  Brigade  is 
a  necessity,  the  city  sh.-iuld  bear  the  whole  expense 
and  not  merely  a  part  of  it.  What  is  asked  now  is. 
to  provide  accommodations  for  the  wagon  and  feed 
for  the  horses.     This  is  simply  an  entering  wedge. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  was  n't  quite  clear  in  his 
mind  that  the  city  is  obliged  to  furnish  aficommoda- 
tions.  One  insurance  wagon  is  accommodated  in 
Bulflnch  street,  and  the  companies  propose  to  organ- 
ize a  new  one  lor  the  Sonth  End  and  Roxbury.  The 
Committee  tm  the  Pire  Department  did  n't  tliink  the 
city  obligi'd  to  grant  the  request,  and  he  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  did  n't 
think  so. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  was  of  the  opinion  that  there 
was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  city,  but  there 
does  arise  a  question  of  expediency.  If  any  citizens 
or  any  body  of  men  will  defray  a  large  part  of  .«uch 
expense  it  becomes  a  question  whether  it  is  n't  wise 
,  for  the  city  to  furnish  the  accommodations  for  the 
horses  and  vehicles,  the  insurance  companies  paying 
the  remainder  of  the  expense.  It  would  be  well,  he 
thought,  to  send  this  matter  to  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Pire  Depart- 
ment, and  he  so  moved. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  didn't  approve  of  this  re- 
ference. If  the  insurance  companies  wish  to  locate 
another  wagon  at  the  South  End  they  should  do  so. 
The  companies  pay  the  salaries  of  the  men.  and  the 
city  pays  them  a  dollar  each  that  they  may  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  A.ssociation.  So 
they  are  in  reality  members  of  the  Pire  Department. 
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Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  could  n't  i<ee  the  propriety  of 
the  proposed  reference,  when  the  committee  hart 
eimpiy  asked  for  information  from  the  City  Govern- 
ment. The  insurance  wagons  do  a  great  amount  of 
good  at  lires,  and  it  the  companies  wish  to  do  any^ 
thing  toward  putting  out  fires  and  Kiviug  propi^rty, 
the  city  might  at  least  feed  their  horses  for  them. 

Mr.  Dean  did  n't  want  to  be  understood  as  oppos- 
ing the  giving  of  the  accommodations.  Wliiie  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  city  is  not  obliged  to  do  this, 
it  may  be  that  it  ought  to  be  done,  and  although  the 
matter  comes  up  in  the  form  of  a  request  for  infor- 
mation, it  would  be  wise  for  the  city  to  take  such  ac- 
tion as  would  give  the  requisite  accommodaiion. 
Some  order  authorizing  or  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  to  investigate  it  should  be  put 
in,  and  if  it  is  a  good  thing  they  should  come  to  the 
City  Government  for  power  to  do  it.  From  what  in- 
formation he  had  ue  should  vote  in  favor  of  giving 
the  Insurance  Brigade  the  requisite  accommodation 
in  some  convenient  place. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  deemed  it  the  daty   of  citi 
zens  to  do  everything  they  could  to  preserve  property 
He  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  matter  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Fife  Department. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  understood  the  In- 
surance Brigade  to  be  a  voluntary  adjunct  of  the  P'ire 
Department,  the  expenses  being  paid  by  tl-ie  insur- 
ance companies,  who  merely  ask  the  city  to  give  a 
room  for  the  wagon  and  the  taking  care  of  the  horses. 
The  matter  is  n't  well  understood.  It  should  go  to 
some  committee,  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  re- 
ported upon  fully,  that  each  member  may  under- 
stand the  brigade's  relation  to  the  department. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  an  amendment  that  the  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department. 

Mr,  Dean  accepted  the  amendment  and  it  was  so 
referred 


ENLARGEMENT   OF   CITT  HALL. 


Mr.  Caton,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  reported  that  they  had  received  a 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Directors  of  fnh- 
lic  Institutions  for  increased  office  accommodations, 
and  such  accommodations  not  being  obtainable  in 
City  Hall,  the  committee  have  sought  for  rooms  out- 
side. They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  hire  for  offices  for  the  city  of  Boy- 
ton,  the  building  No.  23  Peniberton  square,  for  a  term 
of  ten  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars; the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  ?i  said  this  matter  had  been  be- 
fore the  City  Government  before.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  they  should  not  go  outside  the  present 
t)uilding,  which  can  be  added  to  and  enlarged  on 
either  branch,  and  this  would  have  to  be  d(me  soon, 
or  else  vacated  altogether.  He  should  oppose  going 
to  Pemberton  square  or  anywhero  else  from  here. 
He  had  thought  of  ottering  an  order  directing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  enlarging  the  City  Hall.  Only  a  few 
days  ago  he  had  walked  down  the  street  wi;h  a  cele 
brated  architect,  who  asked  why  they  did  n't  enlarge 
the  City  Hall  on  either  wing,  and  get  the  room  they 
need  and  thus  make  the  building  what  it  ought  to  be. 
This  subject  has  already  been  discussed  in  the  other 
branch,  but  it  was  concluded  to  put  up  with  the 
present  accommodation  for  a  while  longer, 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  1 1  said  it  is  well  known  that 
there  is  not  room  to  accommodate  the  different  de- 
partments in  the  building.  'J'he  rooms  occupied  by 
the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  are  entirely  unfit 
for  them,  and  those  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Health 
must  be  vacated  for  the  Assessors,  'i'he  Board  of 
Health  are  in  a  little  seven-by-nine  room  that  is  inju- 
rious to  them,  and  they  say  something  must  be  done 
else  th"y  can  't  stay  there.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  can  tell  us  how  we  can  enlarge  this  building 
and  get  the  required  room.  I  should  like  to  have  him 
do  so,  for  the  enlargement  would  take  two  or  three 
years  at  least. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  said  the  accommodations  for 
the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  are  entirely  inad- 
equate, The  vaults  of  the  City  Treasury  are  to  be 
enlarged  and  that  will  take  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  space,  as  it  will  take  part  of  the  inside  room 
now  used  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  In  addition  to 
this  the  room  is  very  damp  and  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  clerks.  The  drain  of  the  building  runs 
right  under  the  floor,  and  some  time  ago  the  carpet 
of  the  inner  room  was  taken  up  and  found  to  be  very 
mouldly.  We  are  now  paying  a  large  rent  for  the  City 
Solicitor's  Office,  which  can  be  taken  to  the  building 


proposed  to  be  leased.  He  was  In  favor  o1  enlarging 
this  building,  but  thought  they  could  not  do  better 
than  to  entrage  the  one  in  Pemberton  square. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
abolish  some  of  the  offices  in  the  City  Hall  which  oc- 
cupy good  rooms,  instead  of  incurriugthe  additional 
expense  of  $30U0  per  year.  There  were  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Piintiijg  and  the  Inspector  of  iVlilk,  one  of 
whom  he  had  occasion  to  know  was  not  much  good 
to  the  city. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  said  that  the  city  of  Boston 
owns  a  pile  of  bricks  on  Chardon  and  Hawkins 
streets,  which  are  occupied  by  loafers  who  air  them- 
selves on  the  granite  steps.  There  is  plenty  of  room 
there.  He  opposed  hiring  any  building  outside  of 
what  the  city  owns.  It  looks  rather  cheap  to  go  up 
into  Pemberton  square  and  take  the  leavings  of  the 
Slate  Police,  while  there  is  plenty  of  room  in  the 
Charity  Building,  if  they  see  fit  to  make  use  of  it. 
He  hoped  the  order  would  lie  on  the  table  and  the 
couimil  tee  work  on  the  Charity  Building. 

Mr.  Shaw  agreed  with  Mr.  Wells  that  the  room 
could  be  had  without  a  dollar's  extra  expense.  The 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  had  sat  in  that  room 
for  more  than  eight  years,  and  never  until  now  has 
there  been  any  complaint.  If  there  is  a  common 
sewer  running  under  that  room  it  is  time  we  appointed 
somebody  to  look  into  this  matter  of  sewers  and 
drains.  Mr.  Shaw  ottered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  consider  and  report  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  enlarging  the  City  Hall. 

Mr.  Shaw  believed  that  if  the  work  was  taken  hold 
of  in  the  right  manner,  the  enlargement  could  be  fin- 
ished by  the  first  of  September,  1874.  There  were  a 
good  many  other  matters  connected  with  the -City 
Hall  that  ought  to  be  investigated,  and  he  hoped  the 
first  thing  taken  up  would  be  the  sewer  and  drain. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  said  that  if  the  gentlemaai 
did  n't  want  the  directors  to  have  the  new  rooms,  let^ 
the  order  be  killed.  If  we  had  to  wait  till  the  Citj; 
Hall  is  enlarged,  we  might  kill  the  Board  of  He:iJth 
before  it  is  done.  The  trouble  with  the  City  Hall  is, 
there  is  n't  room  in  the  basement  story  for  half  the 
occupants.  I  am  in  favor  of  enlarging  the  City  Hall, 
but  we  want  more  rooms  for  the  neads  of  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  inquired  of  Mr.  Caton  if 
there  were  any  vacant  rooms  in  the  Charity  Building, 
or  rooms  occupied  by  private  organizations,  that 
would  answer  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Caton  replied  that  the  committee  went  to  the 
Charity  Building  about  three  months  ago  to  see  if 
they  could  not  procure  rooms  to  meet  this  very 
emergency.  They  found  two  or  three  rooms  in  the 
basement  used  by  the  Provident  Association,  and 
those  were  the  only  ones  adapted  to  the  purpose. 
Alderman  Gibson,  who  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
committee  going  there,  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  would  have  to  abandon  that  plan. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  his  substitute,  and  said  he 
would  move  an  amendment.  He  did  n't  want  to  see 
the  city  harnessed  under  any  more  long  leases.  He 
did  n't  know  how  much  advantage  that  little  room 
of  the  Board  of  Health  is  to  be  to  the  assessors  But 
here  is  the  Inspector  of  Milk  occupying  a  i-oom 
when  it  is  not  at  all  necessary.  Other  large  rooms 
are  occupied  (mly  a  few  hours  in  the  day.  He  moved 
an  amendment  that  the  lease  be  for  three  years  in- 
stead of  ten. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail.  The  city  owns  enough  rooms  now  to  ac- 
commodate all  the  heads  of  departments.  The  ma- 
chine would  run  just  as  well  without  so  many  offices 
as  with  it. 

Mr.  Shaw's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  reported  the 
following: 

Oidered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  asd  fifty-four  dollars  and  eighty-seven 
cents,  for  removing  unsafe  walls  after  the  fire  of 
May  ;30,  the  bills  for  the  same  having  been  duly  ap- 
proved; the  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  appr9- 
priation  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, ' 

Mr.  Caton  said  it  was  desired  that  the  parties 
should  have  their  money.  On  his  motion  the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr  Caton,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  June  3,  1875!, 
authorizii  g  the  (Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
purchase  of  H.  P.  Gerrish  4800  square  feet  of  land,  on 
the  corner  of  Longwood  and  Brookline  avenues,  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  (me  dollar  per  square  foot,  and 
erect  thereon  a  hose  house,  at  an  estimated  cost  for 
laud  and  building  of  twenty-eight  thousand   dollars, 
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be  and  tbe  same  is  bereby  rescinded;  the  city  not  be- 
ing able  to  obtain  a  proper  title  to  the  land. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  pnrcha^e  of  Henry  N.  Clark  5000 
square  feet  of  land.'  more  or  less,  contained  in  a  lot 
on  the  corner  of  Longwood  and  Brooklitie  avenues, 
at  a  pi  ice  not  exceedinij  one  dollar  and  fifteen  cents 
per  foot,  and  erect  thereon  a  ho«e  house  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  for  land  and  building  of  twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Hose  House,  Longwood. 

Mr.  Caton  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that 
the  order  might  pass,  as  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment wished  to  get  the  work  ahead  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  inquired  if  the  new  location 
was  near  the  old  one. 

Mr.  Gatou  said  it  was  on  the  opposite  corner,  and 
was  considered  much  better  than  the  other  lot.  It 
met  the  approval  of  the  Chief  Engineer., 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee  on  Streets,  reported  that  there  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  widening  of  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Avery  and  Boyiston  streets,  and  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Essex  street,  from  Washington  street  to  Brim- 
mer place,  including  the  paving  and  grading,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  the  same  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  widening  of  Washington  street, 
between  Avery  and  Boyiston  streets,  and  the  widen- 
ing of  Essex  street,  between  Washington  street  and 
Brimmer  place,  including  the  grading  and  paving  of 
said  portions  of  those  streets:  said  loan  to  be  desig- 
nated as  the  loan  for  the  widening  of  Washington 
and  Essex  streets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5  called  up  the  order  offered  by 
him  in  relation  to  the  enlargement  of  City  Hall  and 
if  was  passed. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  .3  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment be  authorized  to  procure  a  new  steam  fire  en- 


gine, and  cause  the  same  to  be  located  at  the  foot  of 
Poplar  street  on  Charles  street,  on  land  owned  by  the 
city  of  Boston;  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
,  ment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  and  it  was  so  re- 
,  ferred. 

Mr.  Collins  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the  sub- 
stitute order  to  pay  the  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill 
$40,000. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  Ki  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
Re  organization  of  the  Fire  Department  be  author- 
ized to  visit  other  cities  in  order  to  obtain  informa- 
tion of  the  management  of  other  departments,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  16 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  that  it  might  take  its 
second  reading. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following, 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  Qp 
Health  be  requested  to  examine  into  the  present  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  in  this  city,  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  whether  any  improvement  of  the  present 
sewerage  facilities  is  necessary  for  the  protection  Of 
the  public  health. 

The  order  wag  passed. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  pe 
directed  to  remove  the  iron  fence  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Tremont  street,  between  Boyiston  and  Park 
streets,  and  set  thereon  a  suitable  curbstone;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  applied  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  inquired  if  the  Council  had  the 
right  to  direct  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  ,<lQ 
anything  of  that  kind.  ■ '' 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  the  fence  was  on  the 
line  between  the  street  and  the  Common,  and  the  ob- 
ject was  to  err  on  the  safe  side  by  having  the  order 
pass  both  branches. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  order  could  be  entertained 
by  the  Council,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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HOAJRD       OF       ALDER- MEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceediugs  of  the  Board  of  Aidermen, 

JULY    14,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  alteruoou,  at  fi)iir  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter.  Presideut,  in  the  chair. 

CITY   CLEBK  rKO   TEM. 

A  commtinication  was  received  from  bis  Honor 
the  Mayor,  appointing  James  M.  Bagbee  City  Clerk 
pro  tern,  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  McCleary.  The 
appointment  was  confirmed,  and  the  oath  of  office 
was  administered  to  Mr.  But^bee  by  Alderman  Cutter. 

APPOINTMENTS  AND   CONriRMATIONS. 

The  following  appointments  of  the  Mayor  were 
confirmed: 

Constable— William  T.  Pindell. 

Members  of  Fire  Department— John  R.  Chapman, 
David  L.  Adamson,  H.  Heymann,  Francis  M.  Hough- 
ton, Frederick  W.  Knight,  George  W.  Stone,  Am- 
brose Abbott,  'Samuel  T.  Sawyer,  Thomas  C.  Soes- 
man,  Walter  Jenkins.  George  J.  Deluce,  Charles 
Griffin,  Jr.,  F.  E.  Ersham. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay — John  Luis  d' 
Almerda,  in  discharging  vessels  consigned  to  the 
Vice-Consul  of  Portugal;  J.  J.  H.  Eichard^on,  Bank- 
ers' and  Brokers'  Electric  Protective  Company  ; 
Thomas  Fleming,  Kingston  street  and  its  vicinity; 
John  H.  Kendall,  Sudbury  street  and  its  vicinity. 

OKDERS   op  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  the  sewers  in  Western 
avenue,  between  Longwood  park  and  Longwood  ave- 
nue, and  in  Longwood  avenue,  between  Western 
avenue  and  Autumn  street;  in  Folsom  place;  in 
Chelsea  street,  between  Marion  and  Brooks  streets, 
and  in  First  street,  between  K  and  L  streets,  were 
considered.  There  being  no  objection  offered,  they 
were  severally  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   RErEREED. 

Of  Company  B,  First  Battalion  Infantry,  for  ap- 
proval of  armory  and  increase  of  allowance  for  rent. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Of  Thomas  J.  Clarke,  for  license  as  a  common 
Tictualler. 

Of  George  Beatty  and  L.  M.  Pike,  10  State  street, 
for  auctioneers'  license. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Of  Boston  Metallic  Rwofing  Company,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  wooden  stable  on  First  street,  near  B. 

Of  Herman  Grundell,  for  a  wooden  stable  on  West 
Walnut  park. 

Of  Charles  Newhall,  for  a  stable  on  Bailey  street. 

Of  W.  H.  Dow,  for  a~stable  on  Ccurt,  from  Han- 
cock street,  near  Columbia  street;  with  a  remon- 
strance by  A.  T.  Wheelock. 

Of  W.  R.  Gerri8h,fora  stable  on  Atlantic  street, 
for  one  to  five  horses. 

Of  Hall  &  Eaton,  for  a  wooden  stable  on  First 
street,  between  B  and  C  streets. 

Of  James  Jellerfon  et  al.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
brick  stable  for  fifteen  additional  horses,  on  Jj'leet 
street,  No.  24. 

Remonstrance  of  J.  Spencely  et  al.,  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  on  Walnut  park  by  Herman 
Grundell. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

Of  John  McKinuon  ei  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  Newman  street,  between  Dorchester  and  Lowland 
streets. 

Of  Winchester  &  Hight,  for  a  sidewalk  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  corner  First  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Of  Joseph  B.  Moors  et  al.,  for  relaying  of  sewer  in 
Bnckingham  street. 

Of  A.  Hamilton  et  al.,  for  a  new  sewer  in  Kingston 
street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Of  George  H.  Davis  et  al..  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Peace  Jubilee,  for  remission  of  taxes  for  1872. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

PAPERS   PROM   THE   STREET   COMMISSIONERS. 

A  resolve  »nd  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Pleasant  street 
from  Columbus  avenue  to  Eliot  street,  by  taking 
1532  feet  of  land  valued  n  $13,256  belonging  to  the 
city;  also  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  extension  of 
Eliot  street  to  Columbus  avenue,  by  taking  7094  fe€t 
Df  land  valued  at  $56,752,  owned  by  the  city. 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  they  were  seve/ally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  furnish  and 
set  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  south  side  of 
Longwood  avenue,  between  Brookline  avenue  and 
Muddy  River.     Estimated  cost,  $2600. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave  Clin- 
ton street,  from  Merchants'  row  to  Commercial 
stieet,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Estimated  cost, 
$10,000. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  the  gutters  on  Blue-Hill  avenue, 
from  WaiTen  to  Schuyler  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$1800. 

Severally  passed. 

An  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Fire  Department. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  Whenever  it  is  adjudged  at  any  fire  by 
the  Chief-Engineer  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  Engi- 
neer next  in  rank  who  may  be  present,  to  be  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  prfvent  the  further  spreading  of  the 
fire,  to  pull  down  or  otherwise  demolish  any  build- 
ing, the  same  may  be  done  by  order  of  said  Chief 
Engineer  or  Engineer  next  in  rank  who  may  be 
present. 

Sec.  2.  Section  eleven  of  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  Fire  Department,  printed  on  page  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty  nine,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  what  was  the  neces- 
sity of  the  ordinance.  • 

Alderman  Quincy  replied  that  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  had  reported  that  this  order  ought 
to  pass,  for  reasons  which  were  very  well  known.  At 
the  great  fire  in  November,  it  was  not  known  who 
had  authority  to  destroy  buildings,  and  many 
structures  were  destroyed  by  parties  who  had  no 
authority  to  do  so.  If  a  person  now  orders  a  building 
to  be  destroyed,  he  renders  himself  liable  for  dam- 
ages. Such  an  order  can  be  given  legally  after  con- 
sultation by  three  fire  wards,  who  must  act  together, 
and  the  individual  whose  building  is  thus  destroyed 
has  the  right  to  compensation.  This  power  to 
destroy  buildings  should  be  possessed  by  the  one 
man  in  command  at  a  fire;  he  should  feel  that  he  is 
protected  in  such  an  exercise  of  his  best  judgment. 
And  the  person  whose  building  is  destroyed  should 
receive  damages  if  the  fire  is  stopped.  This  order  is 
to  put  tnat  power  into  the  hands  of  one  man,  and  it 
was  for  this  reason  that  the  Legislature  had  passed 
the  act 

The  order  was  then  passed  and  sent  down. 

PAPERS   FROM   THE    COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence,  and  the 
Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  was  accepted  in  concur- 
rence and  placed  on  file. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  of 
a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
asking  whether  they  are  obliged  to  furnish  accomo- 
dations for  the  horses  and  wagons  of  the  Insurance 
Brigade. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Fire  Dapartment  of  an 
order  to  authorize  said  committee  to  procure  a  new 
steam  fire  engine,  and  locate  the  same  at  foot  of 
Poplar,  on  Charles  street,  on  land  of  city. 

Severally  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  erect  a  deck  tower  on  the 
Ticknor  Schoolhouse  came  from  the  Council  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  Board  would  not  concur 
in  the  action  of  the  Council.  The  fact  that  a  new 
schoolhouse  in  that  vicinity  is  contemplated  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  That  schoolhouse 
is  situated  on  the  most  elevated  land  in  the  vicinity, 
and  if  there  is  to  be  a  clock  on  any  house  thereabout, 
that  is  the  house  to  put  it  on.  On  no  other  place  will 
it  be  so  useful,  and  all  the  people  in  that  part  of  the 
city  have  been  trying  te  get  a  clock  put  en  that  build- 
ing. The  present  tower  is  ample,  it  only  being  re- 
quired to  raise  it  a  little. 

Alderman  Say  ward  hoped  the  Board  would  concur 
with  the  Council.  He  was  not  sure  that  this  is  the 
most  conspicous  place  in  that  part  of  South  Boston, 
and, even  the  gentleman  proposed  to  raise  the  tower 
that  the  clock  might  be  seen.  This  schoolhouse  was 
built  by  Dorchetier  some  thirty  yeais  ago,  the  tower 
had  been  raised  since  then  by  the  city,  and  if  there 
had  been  a  necessity  for  the  clock  it  would  have  been 
put  on  then.  This  matter  came  from  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Alarms.  As  to  the  necessity  of  it,  most  of 
the  people  in  that  vicinity  are  able  to  have  their  own 
clocks  and  watches.  It  will  not  accommodate  the 
people  of  that  vicinity,  but  those  who  come  in  from 
Norfolk  County.  If  it  is  needed  let  the  clock  be  put 
on  the  new  schoolhouse  which  is  to  be  built  in  a  year 
or  two. 
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Alderman  Power  rejoined  that  the  present  tower 
could  be  raised  at  a  much  less  expense  than  a  new  one 
could  be  built,  and  auy  one  who  would  go  to  the  lo- 
cality would  at  once  see  the  necessity  for  the 
clock. 

On  the  question  of  concurrence  Alderman  Say- 
ward  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Y(ias— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Sayward  and 
Stebbins— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Gaflield, 
Gibson,  Power,  Quincy— 7. 

The  report  was  declared  not,  accepted. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

A  motion  to  lay  ob  the  table,  offered  by  Alderman 
Sayward,  was  rejected,  and  the  motion  to  recommit 
was  carried. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  2500 
feet  of  land,  more  or  less,  andjoining  station-house 
lot.  Fourth  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .$2800. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $654  87-100  for  removing 
unsafe  walls  after  fire  of  30th  of  May. 

Orders  to  rescind  order  of  June  3,  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  land  of  H.  P.  Gcrrish,  on  corner  of  Long- 
wood  and  Brookline  avenues,  and  the  erection  there- 
on of  ahose  house  ;^and  in  lieu  thereof  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  5000  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less,  of 
H.  N.  Clark,  on  the  corner  of  said  avenues,  and  the 
erection  thereon  of  a  hose  house,  at  a  cost  for  land 
and  building  of  $28,000. 

The  above  were  severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  Committee  (m  Public  Buildings 
to  consider  expedfency  of  enlarging  the  City  Hall 
came  from  the  Common  Council  adopted.  The 
Board  refused  to  concur. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $250,000  for 
the  widening  of  Washington  street  between  Avery 
and  Boylston  streets,  and  of  Essex  street  between 
Washington  street  and  Brimmer  place,  p^  ssed  in 
concurrence— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Health  to  examine 
the  present  system  of  sewerage,  and  report  what  im- 

grovements  are  needed  for   preservation   of    public 
ealth,  came  from  the  Common  Council  adopted. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table,  as  he  did  not  understand  its  meaning.  If  auy  in- 
formation is  desired  on  the  subject  of  sewerage,  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  are  competent  to  give  it.  They 
know  just  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  are  willing  to 
give  any  information  that  may  be  needed  or  that 
would  be  useful. 

Alderman  Sayward  desired  to  speak  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  Alderman  Power  withheld  his  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Sayward  didn't  know  anything  about  the 
order,  although  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Health,  which  he  had  n't  asked  to  have  done.  It 
may  have  come  up  from  the  fact  that  the  Board  of 
Health  had  asked  to  have  certain  acts  enforced.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  evils  of  the  city  are  due 
to  the  system  of  sewerage. 

Alderman  Power  stated  that  the  appropriation  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  was  in  a  fair  way  to  be  spent  this  year.  A 
million  dollars  could  be  spent  in  preserving  tlie 
health  of  the  city  by  improving  the  sewers,  and  it  was 
to  this  committee  that  all  matters  of  this  kind  should 
go.  If  the  Board  of  Health  want  any  information  on 
that  subject  they  can  get  it  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers, 

Alderman  Sayward  knew  that  the  appropriation 
for  sewers  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  the 
committee  did  wrong  not  to  ask  for  a  larger  amount. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  order  would  not  be  laid 
on  the  table.  A  better  system  of  sewerage  is  needed. 
All  know  very  well  that  with  the  small  apppropria- 
tion  asked  for,  the  committee  could  not  make  the 
necessary  repairs.  Last  year  he  offered  an  oider, 
which  asked  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to 
devise  a  system  that  would  thoroughly  drain  the  en- 
tire city,  but  no  action  had  been  taken.  To  get  at 
the  root  of  the  unpleasant  smells  which  infest  the 
city,  a  more  perfect  system  of  sewerage  is  necessary. 
He  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  substituting  the 
word  "sewers"  for  ''health." 

Alderman  Power  agreed  to  the  amendment  and 
withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  the  or- 
der as  thus  amended  was  passed. 

Order  directing  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  remove 
the  fence  on  the  westerly  side  of  Tremont  street,  be- 
tween Park  and  Boylston  streets,  and  substitute  a 
curbstone  therefor.     Passed  in  concurrence 

ANNUAL  REPORT   OF   THE     BOARD   OF   HEALTH. 

The  fifst  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  wag 

submitted  in  print,  and  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

The  report  gives  a  review  of  the  measures  taken 


to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  smallpox  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  hospitals  and  says— 

To  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  unpleasant  associa- 
tion, and  to  preserve  in  all  its  integrity  the 
market  value  of  real  and  personal  property,  as  it 
stood  in  the  city  early  in  January  last^  and  to  steer 
clear  of  all  acts  of  needless  disenchantment,  we  des- 
ignated each  hospital  by  a  number,  rather  than  by 
the  street  on  which  it  stood;  that  already  in  use  be- 
ing called  Hospital  No.  1;  that  just  entered,  No.  2; 
but  Gallop's  Island  had  already  got  past  the  medicine 
of  numbers,  and  we  did  not  attempt  to  christen  it 
anew. 

As  nearly  as  we  can  estimate,  the  number  of  cases 
of  smallpox  in  our  city  on  January  15  last  was  650. 
Of  this  number  there  were  at  Gallop's  Island,  61;  and 
at  Hospital  No.  1,  56,  the  hospital  having  been  built 
but  a  few  days,  and  that  number  having  been  re- 
moved there  during  this  time.  The  remainder  were 
at  their  several  homes  in  the  city,  and  consisted  of 
those  cases  which  were  reported  when  there  were  no 
hospital  accommodations,  and  of  others  who  could 
not  legally  be  removed.  It  gives  us  satisfaction  to 
be  able  to  state  that  in  only  a  few  instances  has  an 
order  for  a  forcible  removal  been  given;  and  that  in 
the  larger  portion  of  these  the  order  was  not  needed 
after  it  was  issued,  the  parties  in  almost  every  in- 
stance manifesting  a  willingness  to  go  before  the 
ambulance  arrived  to  take  tnem.  Besides  this,  very 
few,  if  any,  have  left  the  hospital  after  recovery  with- 
out expressing  a  thankfulness  to  Drs.  Webb  or  Green 
that  they  were  taken  there,  and  in  many  instances 
has  the  patient  been  so  pleased  with  his  treatment 
there  that  he  has  expressed  a  wish  to  stay  longer 
than  was  necessary. 

The  number  of  patients  Feb.  11,  was  as  follows: 
At  Gallop's,  24;  at  No,  1,  66;  at  No  2,  75.  March 
2— At  Gallop's,  10;  at  No.  1,  25;  at  No.  2,  52. 
March  14— A.t  Gallop's,  0;  at  No.  1.  11;  at  No.  2, 
33;  and  6  cases  only  in  the  city,  outside  the  hos- 
pitals. April  30— At  Gallop's,  0;  at  No.  1,  0;  at  No. 
2,  12,  and  of  these  only  2  were  sick  abed. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  at  Gallop's— From 
Sept  1,  1872,  to  April  30,  1873,  was  473;  from  -Jan.  15, 
1873,  to  April  30, 1873,  was  17. 

Number  admitted  in  all— At  Hospital  No.  1,  233; 
died,  48;  vaccinated,  174;  vaccinated  and  died,  33. 
At  Hospital  No.  2,  291;  died,  60;  vaccinated,  246;  vac- 
cinated and  died,  45.  But  of  this  last  numoer  (291), 
11  were  transferred  from  No.  1. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  smallpox  in  the  entire 
city,  for  the  week  ending  January  18,  was  46; 
January  25,  35;  February  1,  42;  February  8.  24;  Feb 
ruary  15,  17;  February  22,  8;  March  1,  11;  March  8, 
5;  March  15,  4;  March  22,  6;  March  29,  4;  April  5,  2; 
April  12,  2:  April  19,  2;  April  26, 3;  May  3,  2;  May  10,0. 

Immediately  upon  the  recovery  of  a  patient,  or  his 
removal  to  a  hospital,  or  for  burial,  his  house  has,  in 
every  instance  within  our  knowledge,  been  thorough- 
ly fumigated,  and  all  infected  material  as  thoroughly 
'disinfected  as  possible. 

We  found  it  necessary  to  run  a  telegraph  from  some 
central  point,  near  City  Hall,  to  both  hospitals.  One 
V  as  constructed  accordingly  from  Police  Station 
Two,  in  Court  square.  This  was  particularly  neces- 
sary when  an  ambulance  was  needed,  as  the  vicinity 
of  City  Hall,  or  any  other  place  much  frequented, 
was  no  place  to  keep  an  ambulance  in  waiting. 

Whenever  a  case  appeared  which  could  not  be 
moved  without  danger  to  the  health  of  the  patient, 
or  could  not  be  legally  moved,  we  have  taken  due 
care  that  the  existence  of  the  case  and  its  exact  lo- 
cality should  be  known  to  all  likely  to  pass  that  way, 
or  liable  to  be  in  any  way  affected  by  it.  A  flag  has 
been  placed  at  the  door,  or  a  card  on  the  door  with 
the  word  "Smallpox"  on  it.  The  people  have,  so  far 
as  we  know,  with  two  or  three  exceptions  only,  will- 
ingly allowed  this  to  be  done  till  all  danger  had 
passed,  when  it  was  removed.  Two  or  three  flags 
only,  to  our  knowledge,  were  wantonly  removed, 
and  we  immediately  applied  to  the  Legislature  to 
prohibit  the  removal  of  such  card  or  flag,  and  to  add 
a  wholesome  penalty  for  such  removal.  They  did  so 
promptly,  as  will  be  seen  by  consulting  chapter  two 
of  the  acts  of  1873. 

After  reviewing  the  causes  which  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  health  officers,  the  report  continues — 
On  the  20th  of  January  we  published  in  the  press  of 
the  city  an  appeal  to  the  people,  not  to  magnify  a 
new  ofBce  nor  to  alarm  any  one,  but  simply  that  the 
evil  that  was  upon  us  might  be  more  fully  compre- 
hended; that  it  might  be  better  prepared  for  and 
guarded  against;  that  we  might  get  the  active  aid 
and  encouragement  of  all  in  trying  to  stop  the  spread 
of  the  epidemic;  that  all  might  be  induced  to  obey 
the  laws;  and  last  but  not  least,  that  some  sympathy 
might  be  awakened  in  behalf  of  poor  unfortunates 
who  were  suffering  so  much  and  dying  so  fast.  We 
should  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
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that  appeal  had  it  had  no  other  eft'ect  than  to  bring 
such  abundant  contributiuus  of  choice  floweiu  and 
little  luxuries  for  the  sick  at  the  hospitals  as  came 
to  us  almost  every  day  afterwards.  But  it  did  a  great 
deal  more.  And  in  this  connection  we  must  speak 
of  the  regret  we  feel  tnat  we  cannot  with  proprietj' 
disclose  the  names  of  sucli  true  Christian  philanthro- 
pists. But  they  are  not  forgotten;  we  know  them 
all. 

During  out  first  week  smallpox  seemed  so  preva- 
lent that,  we  feared  we  should  need  another  ho^-piral. 
We  soon  made  selection  '  of  a  spot,  and  took  some 
steps  towards  putting  ir  in  a  condition  for  building  a 
hospital.  Competent  architects  were  employed,  who 
submitted  plans  from  time  to  time,  each  new  plan 
being  for  a  smaller  hobpital,  till,  finally,  the  disease 
abated  so,  that  what  seemed  at  first  an  abso- 
lute necessity,  we  afterwards  found  we  should  have 
ho  occasion  tor,  and  on  the  5th  of  February  we  aban- 
doned the  project  altogether. 

The  General  Statutes  provide  that  a  smallpox  pa- 
tient, admitted  to  one  of  our  hospitals,  who  is  not  an 
inhaoitant  of  any  town,  and  who  is  unable  to  pay,  be- 
comes a  State  charge.  Acting  upo)^  this,  we  have 
made  out  the  bills  of  all  those  who  were  State 
charges,  so  far  as  we  were  able  to  ascertain  them  (for 
putting  the  necessary  questions  to  find  this  out,  to  a 
poor  victim  just  arriving  at  the  hospital,  was  noi  con- 
sidered the  best  medicine  for  him),  and  these  bills 
have  all  been  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  Boaid  of 
State  Charities,  for  all  patients  up  to  and  inclndiug 
the  30th  of  April,  18T3.  They  amount  to  upwards  of 
$100,000,  and  this  amount  is  now  due  the  city,  from 
the  Commonwealth,  under  the  law. 

A  number  of  medical  gentlemenhad  been  author- 
ized to  vaccinate  throughout  the  city  proper  to  the 
time  of  our  entering  upon  our  duties,  and  were  then 
vaccinating.  Of  these,  as  nianj^  as  applied  to  us  for 
that  purpose  were  authorized  to  cout'nue  until  some 
plan  could  be  matured,  or  definite  arrangement  made. 
Finally,  on  the  25th  of  January,  one  medical  in- 
spector was  appointed  for  each  ward, — appointment 
to  take  effect  on  the  2rth — with  power  to  each  to  ap- 
point two  assistants,  and  in  some  wards  three,  all  to 
be  approved  by  us.  But  we  held  the  chief  medical 
inspectors  responsible  for  their  assistants.  The  latter 
were  continued  in  ofKce  until  the  S2d  of  February; 
the  former  until  the  15th  of  March.  Families  were 
visited,  and  in  a  number  of  v/ards  the  ward  rooms 
were  opened  for  vaccination. 

The  figures  may  be  unimportant,  but  we  append 
them: 

Whole  number  vaccinated 14,971 

"  reviewed 10,546 

Average  percentage  of  success  .so  tar  as  reviewed . .      .55 

On  the  seventh  of  April  we  appointed,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green, 
City  Physician,  whose  report  is  submitted  herewith. 
George  W.  Forristall,  Superintendent  of  Health,  and 
Dr.  C.  Irving  Fisher,  Port  Physician,  and  these  ap- 
pointments were  approved.  We  also  appointed 
George  T.  Ranlett.  captain  of  the  steamer  "Samuel 
Little"  (Captain  Cafes  having  resigned),  and  William 
n.  Preston,  engineer. 

In  1872,  the  number  of  tenement  houses  in  the  city 
was  2165,  containing  54,450  people.  Although  one 
ward  in  New  York  contains  nearly  double  this  num- 
ber of  tenement  population,  yet  the  fact  alone  that 
nearly  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  our  city  dwells 
m  tenement  houses,  makes  the  subject,  and  their 
proper  construction  and  care,  one  of  great  concern  to 
all.  We  began  to  turn  our  attention  to  it,  and  to 
nuisances  of  every  description,  in  the  latter  part  of 
February,  the  smallpox  having  abated  somewhat  at 
that  time,  so  that  we  could  do  so  without  neglecting 
the  sick,  although  the  deep  snows  of  winter  charita- 
bly hid  a  multitude  of  violations  of  law  and  ordi- 
nance, and  made  almost  unobjectionable  innumer- 
able nuisances,  they  were  so  perfectly  concealed. 
But  upon  the  dissolving  of  the  winter's  snows  these 
nuisances  broke  from  their  hiding  places  all  over  the 
city. 

Chief  among  the  essentials  to  a  perfect  tenement- 
house  system  are  the  genial  sunlight  and  pure  air; 
and  both  of  these  involve  the  necessity  of  space. 
Density  of  population  and- overcrowding  are  stern 
foes  not  only  to  good  morals  but  to  any  civilized  sys- 
tem of  living.  It  can  easily  enough  be  shown  that 
houses  ill-ventilated  and  filthy  are  economical,  in  the 
market  sense,  for  the  tenants,  because  much  less  food 
is  needed  in  them,  and  the  body  is  very  soon  destroy- 
ed; and  not  the  b«dy  only,  but  the  soul.  And  as 
cleanliness  is  somehow  always  associated  in  men's 
minds  with  godliness,  and  always  in  such  a  manner 
tnat  we  can  only  reach  the  heigiit  of  the  latter  through 
the  former,  we  cannot  but  ask  ourselves,  if  this  is  so, 
what  chance  has  godliness  in  some  of  our  tenement 
houses  in  this  city?  We  should  understand,  then,  that 
before  godliness  can  be  obtained  we  must  be  made 


clean,  and  missionary  labor  to  a  poor  sick  man,  gasp- 
ing for  air,  should  begin  by  giving  him  pure  air  at  the 
start,  and  religious  ccmsolation  when,  afterwards,  he 
is  able  to  bear  it. 

Yet  people,  young  and  old,  die  in  multitudes  in  our 
tenement  houses,  and  deaths  there  as  elsewhere  are 
attributed  to  the  mysterious  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, when  there  is  na  mystery  about  it.  The  deaths 
are  all  logically  due  when  they  happen,  and  the  mys- 
tery wouK'  be  if  they  happened  not.  It  is  only  cer- 
tain effect  following  obvKuis  cause.  If  the  owners  of 
some  tenement  houses  could  be  quickened  into  a 
sense  of  moral  obligation,  the  duty  they  owe  to  their 
Maker,  to  society,  to  themselves,  or  that  first  lesson 
of  political  economy,  that  the  better  tenement  houses 
are  built,  no  matter  what  clasL.  of  house,  the  better 
in  the  long  run  for  the  owners'  pockets;  or  that 
other  lesson,  that  sickness  is  oftener  than  anything 
else  the  cause  of  non-payment  of  rent,  and  their  mis- 
erably built,  badly  ventilated  shells  and  surround- 
ings, the  cause  of  the  sickness, — these  things  would 
not  be  in  our  city,  our  yearly  mortality  would  de- 
crease at  least  one-fifth,  as  clearly  shown  by  Mr. 
Leeds,  in  his  comments  on  the  death  rate  in  New 
York,  rarely  would  a  sickness  "native  and  to  the 
manor  born"  startup,  and  no  foreign  plague,  pesti- 
lence, cholera,  or  contagion  of  any  description  would 
ever  find  foottjold  here  if  it  came. 

If  the  death  rates  and  statistics  of  mortality  in  great 
cities  should  be  carefully  studied,  and  its  causes  could 
be  accurately  seen,  there  would  be  no  doubt  but  that 
one-fourth  of  those  who  die,  die  from  causes  connect- 
ed in  some  way  with  impure  air.  Is  this  one-fourth 
then,  worth  saving?  If  so  let  us  have  pure  air.  There 
is  enough  of  it— more  bountiful  than  the  sea— and  it 
is  as  essential  to  life  and  health  as  food;  and  why 
men  will  shut  themselves  up  and  inhale  rank  poison, 
all  their  lives,  when  they  can  have  pure  air  for  the 
asking,  is  more  than  we  know.  W^e  pet  and  train 
and  teach  birds,  dogs  and  horses  and  the  like,  and 
let  little  children,  who  might  be  made  of  great  worth, 
even  in  the  lowest  market  sense,  grope  their  way  in 
the  dark  and  into  the  ground  early,  as  if  they  were  of 
no  consequence;  when  a  few  choice  grains  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  of  health  would  save  them.  Two 
thousand  years  ago  this  was  not  so. 

The  Legislature  of  1871  gave  us  a  tenement-house 
law  much  in  advance  of  the  old  system.  There  are 
excellent  requirement's  in  it,  which,  if  rigidly  en- 
forced, will  ajid  must  conduce  greatly  to  the  public 
health.  And  we  have  taken  the  best  care  we  could 
that  this  law  should  be  understood  and  complied 
with.  It  makes  excellent  provision  for  the  proper 
ventilation  of  tenement  houses,  and  for  proper  and 
sufficient  rooms  for  sleep.  When  we  consider  that 
of  the  threescore  and  ten  years  of  life  we  pass 
almost  twenty-five  in  sleeping  chambers;  that  the 
first  requisite  of  life  and  health  is  pure  air;  that, 
according  to  the  English  apportionment  for  hospit- 
als, the  cubic  space  for  each  bed  with  one  occupant 
is  2100  feet,  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  impurity 
of  the  air  once  breathed  4000  cubic  feet  an  hour  are 
required,  we  can  but  stand  aghast  at  the  scanty 
breathing  places,  the  wretched  Calcutta  black  holes 
called  sleeping  chambers,  which  we  find  in  many  of 
our  tenement  houses. 

A  well-known  writer  says,  "There  are  strong  rea- 
sons for  believing  that  every  year  there  are  more 
cases  of  dangerous  and  fatal  diseases  gradually  en- 
gendered by  the  habit  of  sleeping  in  small,  nnventi- 
lated  rooms,  and  by  crowding  persons  in  the  same 
bed  and  room,  than  have  occurred  from  cholera 
atmosphere  during  any  year  since  its  first  appearance 
in  this  country."  "From  the  same  authority  we  learn 
that  England,  out  of  a  total  force  of  93,9.59  men  en- 
gaged in  the  campaign  in  the  Crimea,  lost  33,(145;  of 
whom  only  20.58  were  killed  in  action,  and  1701  died 
of  wounds.  To  every  one  taken  to  hospital  on  ac- 
count of  wounds,twelve  were  taken  there  on  account 
of  disease.  The  chief  disease  was  typhus  fever.  And 
Boudens,  surgeou-in  chief  of  the  Fronch  army,  says' 
of  this  disease,  "It  is  engendered  by  crowding  and 
want,  either  in  hospitals,  prisons,  or  on  board  ves- 
sels. The  disease  may  indeed  be  called  forth  aiid  re- 
moved at  will.  And,"  he  adds,  "the  first  remedy  is 
pure  air  and  powerful  ventilation."  Our  writer  'fur- 
ther says,  "The  sickness  was  stayed  and  finally  dis- 
appeared; and  the  great  panacea  was  pure  air." 

Nor  are  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  dwell  in 
other  than  tenement  houses  exempt  from  the  com- 
mon want  of  pure  air:  and  we  should  be  much  more 
exempt  than  now  from  needless  disease  and  death, 
if  men  everywhere  would  only  carry  into  daily  prac- 
tice those  natural  laws  which  it  is"  every  man's  im- 
perative duty  to  know.  Those  who  should  know 
better  pass  many  consecutive  hours  in  close  rooms, 
breathing  over  and  over  their  own  poisoned  breath 
without  a  change  of  air.  Sickness  follows,  and  the 
poisoned  mortals  can't  see  the  point. 


JULY       14.,       1873 


991 


If  people  could  only  see  the  air  they  breathe  as 
they  do  the  water  they  drink,  there  wonid  be  no 
trouble.  But  ihey  do  not,  and  in  the  long  run  it  tells 
its  own  inevitabl(\  retributive  story. 

Our  public  buildings,  halls  and  schoolhouses  are 
many  of  them  built  with  no  view  to  or  thought  of 
proper  ventilation.  The  writer  just  quoted  says  thai 
Judiie  Pier|)out  resigned  his  seat  on  the  bench  in 
New  York  in  18fil),  because  the  court  room  was 
"ruinous  to  health  and  dangerous  to  life,"  and  that 
Chief-Justice  Robertson  of  that  city  died  of  pneu- 
monia from  exposure  for  eight  hours  to  the  bad  at- 
moshpere  of  a  court  room.  Let  some  person  who 
has  never  thought  of  it  go  into  some  of  our  school 
rooms,  even  in  our  own  city,  on  a  moist  winter  day. 
about  twelve  at  noon,  whore  some  sixty  or  one  hun- 
dred pupils  are  climbing  the  wearisome  heights,  and 
the  darkest  troglodytic  dormitories  of  our  city  have 
something  of  the  scent  of  an  orange  grove  in  full 
blossom  in  comparison.  You  ask  about  the  ventila- 
tion, and  yorir  eye  is  directed  to  two  or  three  holes  in 
the  wall  near  the  ceiling,  but  you  are  not  told  wheth- 
er moral  suasion  is  to  coax,  or  corporal  punishment 
drive,  the  deadly  poison  up  there,  nor  who  or  what 
does  the  coaxing  or  driving.  But  you  must  be  per- 
suaded to  believe  that  a  mastodon  crawls  out  of  a 
gimlet  hole-  when  no  inducement  is  oft'ered  him  to 
go. 

From  the  incomplete  returns  we  have  been  able  to 
gather  up  to  the  date  of  this  writing,  we  are  unable 
to  give  the  average  number  of  families  in  our  tene- 
ment houses,  but  in  18G9  there  were  120  distinct 
families  under  one  roof  in  New  York,  and  there  were 
in  that  city  13.628  houses,  which  averaged  nearly  six 
families  each.  In  Philadelphia  there  was  one  house 
to  every  six  persons;  in  New  York,  one  to  every 
thirteen;  and  there  were  three  times  the  number  of 
deaths  in  proportion  to  the  population  where  they 
are  huddled  together,  compared  with  the  mortality 
where  every  family  lives  in  a  dwelling  of  its  own. 
Dr.  Mapother  says,  "Consumption  aiad  allied  diseases 
slay  about  100,000  yearly  in  England,  Ireland  and 
Scotland.  And  these  deaths  are  distributed  in 
almost  exact  proportion  to  the  density  of  the  popula- 
tion." Again,  ef  Dublin,  he  says,  ''Over-crowding, 
impure  air,  nsufhcieiit  water,  imperfect  sewerage, 
debility,  pauperism,  contagious  scourges,  death, 
widowhood,  orphanage  and  high  taxation  have  been 
in  this  city  sequential  terms."  But  who  can  wonder 
at  the  death-rate  in  such  places,  when,  as  a  fair 
illustration,  Corti eld  tells  us  in  his  book  on  sewage 
that  a  woman  in  Rugby,  England,  living  near  some 
great  nuisance,  said  her  rent  was  low  (Is  9d  a  week), 
on  account  of  the  nuisance. 

A  large  number  of  people,  upon  being  requested 
to  call  at  our  ofiice,  have  done  so,  and  upon  our  show- 
ing them  wherein  they  were  living  in  violation  of  law 
and  the  city  ordinance,  they  have  promptly  remedied 
everything  and  complied  with  the  law.  Y"et  there 
ar.e  those  who  have  done  so  reliictanti}',  and  some 
who  would  not  do  it  at  all  until  they  acquired  a  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  law  and  the  ordinances 
than  we  could  give  them,  the  knowledge  derived 
from  experience  During  the  entire  month  of  March 
we  gave  what  attention  we  could  to  tenement  houses 
and  nuisances,  aided  during  the  first  half  of  the 
month  by  some  of  the  medical  inspectors,  but  this 
we  did  without  any  regularly  established  system, 
not  coming  at  any  conclusion  as  to  the  simplest  and 
at  the  same  time  the  most  eilicient  method  of  con- 
ducting the  business;  but  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
March  we  appointed  sanitary  inspectors,  who  com- 
menced work  on  April  1st. 

The  number  of  tenement  houses  so  inspected  and 
entered  upon  our  records,  not  including  those  visited 
•by  the  members  of  the  board,  to  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
is  HSO.  Those  were  occupied  by  3,(i-l-3  families,  com- 
prising 14,4af)  people.  Up  to  that  date  many  notices, 
whose  number  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  to  count,  had 
been  sent  to  parties  who  had  failed  to  comply  with 
the  laM'  regulating  tenement  houses,  and  a  large  num- 
ber also  to  persons  who  suffered  nuisances  to  exist 
upon  their  premises  in  violation  of  either  law  or  or- 
dinance, or  both.  In  addition  to  these,  there  have 
been  some  few  prosecutions.  We  cannot  leave  this 
subject  without  earnestly  recommending  tliat  the 
yards,  alleys  and  courts  connected  with  them  be  re- 
quired to  be  paved,  as  in  many  instances  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  thereby  avoiding  many 
causes  of  foul  air  and  various  nuisances  that  now  lie 
concealed. 

A  law.  of  1872  provides  for  the  appointment  of  in- 
spectors of  provisions,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inspect 
meats,  fish,  etc.  If,  on  such  inspection,  a  calf  is 
found  under  four  weeks  old,  the  inspector  must 
seize  it  and  cause  it  to  be  destroyed:  but  the  owner 
may  apueal  to  the  Board  of  Health,  whose  duty  then 
18  to  inspect  it  also,  and  order  it  to  be  destroyed,  or 
disposed  of  otherwise  than   for  food  if  they  find  it 


unwholesome.  On  the  8th  of  April,  we  were  called 
upon  to  inspect  the  veal  of  twenty-four  calves.  We 
did  so,  and  condemned  them,  and  have  had  no  invita- 
tion to  inspect  any  since.  The  argument  in  favor  of 
selling  such  veal  Is  that  it  costs  less  than  other  meat, 
and  there  are  many  poor  people  who  must  have  meat 
who  cannot  afford  to  buy  any  other.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  argument  proceeds  upon  the  same  reasoning 
as  the  low  rent  of  the  widow  at  Rugby,  and  on  its 
face  seems  the  very  incarnation  of  humanitarianism. 
But  Its  fallacy  consists  in  calling  creatures  of  such 
tender  days  meat  at  all.  Still,  of  the  two,  we  con- 
sider the  argument  better  than  the  veal. 

A  hen  is  not  a  matter  of  large  concern  in  a  great 
city,  nor  is  a  pig;  yet  they  are  both  important  in  the 
domestic  economy ;  they  give  great  comfort  to  poor 
people,  and  are  both  subjects  of  municipal  regula- 
tion. No  one,  by  the  ordinance,  is  allowed  to  keep 
fowls,  swine,  or  goats,  without  a  license  from  this 
board;  and  while  we  have  in  tptidem,  verbis  licenaei 
none,  we  have  interfered  with  no  one,  unless  a  well- 
grounded  complaint  came  from  those  who  were  dis- 
turbed by  it.  iVlany  things  in  themselves  apparently 
evil  are  the  cause  of  much  good.  And  whenever  we 
"from  seeming  evil  still  educing  good,"  could  con- 
tribute to  the  comfort  of  people  in  this  respect  by 
letting  them  alone,  we  have  done  so. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital should  be  built  in  some  favorable  spot  within 
the  city  limits,  where  it  would  cause  the  least  annoy- 
ance, and  at  the  same  time  where  all  the  essentials  of 
a  hospital  could  be  had.  Hospital  No.  2  has  been  an 
excellent  place  for  the  sick,  while  its  occupancy  for 
smallpox  patients  has  been  a  cause  of  very  great  an- 
noyance to  some  in  the  in.  mediate  neighborhood,  and 
to  many  quite  a  distance  away,  who  were  not  other- 
wise afflicted.  But  the  truth  should  be  told,  that  the 
people  of  Ward  15  have,  on  the  whole,  borne  with 
great  patience  and  magnanimity  the  Infliction  of  this 
misfortune  in  their  midst,  which  could  not  fall  else- 
where ;  but  a  more  favorable  spot  can  now  be  found, 
and  land  of  much  less  market  value. 

In  conclusion,  the  ordinance  requires  of  us  "a  re- 
view of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city."  It  is 
much  better,  in  our  judgment,  to  confess  that  our 
limited  experience  renders  us  unable  to  do  so  now, 
farther  than  the  facts  and  suggestions  we  offer  may 
show  it,  than  to  attempt  to  do  so  and  fail  to  do  it 
correctly,  for  want  of  knowledge.  Y^et  we  certainly 
know  that  there  are  serious  drawbacks  to  that  per- 
fect health  which  our  favored  city  ought  to  enjoy. 
The  soil  of  New  England  is  proverbially  sterile,  and 
our  shores  in  some  places  dangerous  and  forbidding. 
Our  climate  is  shamefully  abused  by  those  who  study 
it  not,  or  who,  knowing  It,  as  shamefully  set  at  defi- 
ance natural  laws.  An  easterly  wind  is  not,  perhaps, 
the  most  favorable  one  for  rheumatic  complaints, 
but  he  who  is  suffering  from  these,  in  abusing  the 
climate,  forgets  that  he  has  no  lawful  right  to  the 
troubles  he  sufl'ers  from,  and,  therefore,  no  just 
ground  of  complaint.  He  who  "temi)ers  the  wind  to 
.  the  shorn  lamb"  sends  the  east  Wind  in  mercy,  and  it 
is  all  well  ordered.  We  have  no  excuse  for  being 
otherwise  than  well  fortified,  and,  'leing  so,  no 
trouble  will  come  from  that  quarter. 

It  is  easy  to  attribute  pulmonary  complaints  to  the 
east  winds,  but  the  real  cause  is  not  in  them,  but  in 
ourselves.  Exercise,  temperance,  cleanliness,  and 
an  abundance  of  pure,  fresh  air,  sunlight  and  good 
food — these  are  the  true  preventives  of  disease,  in 
whatever  shape;  and  lack  of  these  is  sure  to  bring  its 
train  of  ills,  let  the  wind  come  from  what  quarter  it 
may.  People  in  every  position  in  life  should  be 
more  fully  awake  than  they  are  to  their  importance. 
If  they  were  so,  and  would  only  give  constant  heed 
to  these  key  notes  to  health,  there  would  be  no  such 
increase  in  the  mortality  of  the  city  as  there  was  in 
1872.  The  promptest  attention  should  be  paid  by  all 
our  citizens  to  stagnant  and  waste  water,  defective 
drainage  and  sewerage.  As  to  the  troublesome  ques- 
tion of  sewerage,  or  .what  to  do  with  our  sewage,  the 
problem  has  not  yet  been  solved.  Y"et  the  time  must 
come  sooner  or  later,  when  sewage,  properly  so 
called,  must  be  disposed  of  m  some  manner  inde- 
pendent of  and  disconnected  from  the  sewers,  or 
something  must  be  added  to  our  present  sewers. 
Our  sewers  must  be  extended,  or  some  large  -one 
take  the  contents  of  all  those  which  now  fail  to  go 
there,  into  the  deep  tidal  currents  of  the  river  or  the 
sea,  and  the  vexed  problem  may  be  saved  for  us  for 
a  long  time.  If  not  forever. 

The  effect  on  the  health  of  the  city  of  filling,  up 
the  Back  Bay  entire,  we  have  yet  to  wait  for.  But 
had  five  hundred  feet  in  width  of  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue been  left  open  from  Arlington  street  westward, 
in  conformity  to  the  request  of  the  memorialists  in 
House  Document  No.  238  of  18<)0— in  other  words, 
were  the  constantly  changing  blue  water  where  the 
green  now  is  on  that  avenue,  so  that  the  western  ais 
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conld  come  in  to  us  over  another  broad  water  sweep, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ciry  would  not  have 
sufl'ered  in  point  of  health,  and  she  might  easily  have 
been  made  another  Hamburg.  And  last,  but  not 
least,  could  several  inches,  perhaps  feet,  of  the 
putrid  bottom  of  Miller's  Biver  be  removed  beyond 
smell  and  sight,  not  only  would  the  "armosphere  of 
death"  that  so  often  hangs  like  a  pall  over  tne  West 
End,  give  way  to  something  sweeter,  but  our  people 
would  begin  to  have  some  faith  in  the  docirine  that 
society  exists  only  upon  the  principle  that  some- 
times private  advantage  shall  be  sacrlhced  to  the  pub- 
lic good. 

It  hardly  seems  possible  that  men  can  be  found  so 
lost  to  all  sense  of  moral  obligation  or  public  dutv, 
80  captivated  by  the  music  of  what  Carlyle  calls  "the 
all-pervading  jingle  of  dollars,"  as  for  private  gain  to 
endanger  the  lives  and  destroy  the  comfort  and  peace 
of  thousands  of  our  people  by  such  a  dreadful  nui- 
sance as  this. 

While  we  have  devoted  many  days  to  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  city  in  all  parts,  trying  hard  to  enter  into 
every  little  detail  of  impurity  at  the  North  End,  and 
make  the  unclean  clean  in  the  smallest  matters,  we 
have  more  than  once  thought  of  how  little  worth  is 
all  this  in  view  of  the  dreadful  odors  that  come  from 
the  nuisances  of  Miller's  Kiver  to  the  people  of  the 
West  End,  and  have  half  thought  we  heard  s'-me  in- 
habitant of  that  portion  of  our  city  say  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  In  the  language  of  King  Richard  to  Stan- 
ley— 

"What  do  they  in  the  North, 

When  they  should  serve  their  Sovereign  in  the  West?" 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  BOAEDMAN, 

Chairman. 
The  report  of  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  City  Physician, 
ia  thus  summarized — 
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May  and  June,  1872 554  ..  33  13     600 

Quarter  ending  Sept.  30 420  ..  65  67     552 

Dec.  31 1,033  ..  39  20  1,092 

"             "         Mar.  31, 1873.  164  190  19  18      S91 

April 27  13  19  ..        59 


Total  2,198      203      175      118  2,694 

Visits  have  been  made  to  the  Jail  daily,  and  1150 
prisoners  been  vaccinated  at  the  time  of  their  en- 
trance The  Temporary  Home  and  the  City  Prison 
have  been  visited  as  often  as  necessity  required.  A 
physical  examination  of  all  candidates  for  the  police 
has  been  made  on  the  requisition  of  the  Chief.  Dur- 
ing the  year  33b7  cases  of  smallpox  have  been  re- 
ported, and  99fj  deaths  have  occurred  from  the  same 
disease. 

The  following  facts  are  elicited  from  the  report  of 
Dr.  C.  Irving  Fisher,  Port  Physician: 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Health  the  quarantine  in  ' 
spection  of  vessels  was  observed  from  June  1,  1872, 
to  Nov.  1,  1872,  and  during  the  year  only  two  vessels 
have  required  an  official  visit  outside  of  the  season 
specified.  These  were  the  steamers  Kedar  and  Ba- 
tavia,  from  Liperpool,  with  smallpox,  and  which  ar- 
rived respectively.  May  9,  1872,  and  April  5,  1873. 
During  the  year  there  have  been  inspected  six  hund- 
red and  seventeen  vessels,  which  may  be  classified  as 
follows: 

Steamers 48 

Ships 57 

Barques 190 

Brigs 194 

Schooners 128 

617 
As  of  interest  in  showing  our  commercial  relations 
with  ports  from  which  vessels  are  subject  to  quaran- 
tine inspection,  from  June  1  to  November  1  each 
year,  the  following  classification  is  given.  The  num- 
bers include  vessels  of  every  description: 
From  United  States  south  o(  the  Capes  ofVirginla...  116 

West  Indies  and  South  America 251 

England  and  Scotland 87 

Europe,  north  of,  and  Including;  France 41 

Europe,  south  of  France  and  the  Mediterranean 43 

Africa  and  East  Indies 77 

Total 615 

Of  the  whole  number  inspected  during  the  year 
OHly  seven,  or  a  little  more  than  one  per  cent.,  had 
sickness  of  a  quarantinable  chatacter  on  board,  and 
were  detained  at  the  station.  Of  these,  five  had 
smallpox  and  two  ship  fever.  In  all,  ten  persons 
were  removed  to  the  hospital;  six  with  smallpox  and 
three  with  ship  fever.  One  was  not  sick,  but  had 
been  especially  exposed  to  smallpox.  All  of  the  sick 
recovered.    The  length  of  time  the  vessels  were  d^ 


tained  from  which  the  above  sick  were  taken,  varied 
from  fifteen  hours  to  three  days.  The  revenue  de- 
rived from  ve.ssels  in  fees  amounted  to  $;3970.  Four 
of  the  vessels  included  in  the  list  were  ships  of  war, 
and,  by  cmrtesy,  passed  without  fee.  The  amount 
collected  for  board  and  medical  care  of  patients  above 
mentioned,  was  $163  97.  Whole  amount  collected 
and  passed  to  the  City  Treasurer,  $4133  97. 

Having  at  present  no  acconimod..tions  on  Gallop's 
Island,  except  for  smallpox  patients,  and  being  lia- 
ble to  need  other  and  different  accommodations  dur- 
ing the  summer  season,  I  would  also  recommend  the 
construction  of  at  least  two  more  hospitals — one  for 
yellow  fever  aud  the  other  for  ship  fever.  Should 
cholera  present  itself,  even  a  third  building,  or  a 
ship,  or  tents  would  be  needed.  There  are  several 
buildings  upon  the  island  which,  in  their  present 
dilapidated  condition,  are  unsightly  and  useless  and 
ought  to  be  torn  down.  For  many  years  the  board- 
ing of  vessels  and  transferring  "of  patie^its  to  the 
quarantine  hospital  was  done  in  an  open  row  boat. 
There  were  many  times  when  this  method,  though 
possible,  was  unsafe.  At  times  it  was  impossible. 
The  new  steamer  "Samuel  Little,"  which  was  built 
and  placed  npon  the  station  last  season,  has  fully 
met  a  need  long  felt  and  the  quarantine  work  is  now 
done  with  comparative  comfort. 

There  are  remaining  in  the  hospital  four  patients, 
one  with  smallpox,  the  others  convalescing  from  the 
low  condition  in  which  the  disease  left  them  several 
weeks  ago.  There  has  been  collected  for  board  of 
patients  not  having  a  settlement  in  the  city.  $1,451  54. 
This  has  been  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer.  A  recapit- 
ulation of  moneys  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  is  as 
follows: 

For  fees  for  vessels $3,970  00 

For  board  of  patients  from  vessels 163  97 

For  board  of  patients  not   having   settlement  In 
the  city 1,451  54 

Total $5,585  51 

On  November  21st,  1872,  Dr.  Thomas  Kittredge  was 
appointed  to  act  with  the  Assistant  Port  Physician  In 
the  Care  of  those  sent  to  the  island  with  smallpox. 
The  appointment  was  a  fortunate  one;  his  recent 
election  as  Assistant  Port  Physician  was  fully 
merited. 

Although  it  falls  to  me  to  make  this  report,  it  is  but 
just  to  remind  yon  that  the  credit  of  the  successfully 
executed  work  of  the  year  is  another'?.  I  refer  to 
Dr.  S.  H.  Durgin  of  your  Board.  I  trust  that  the  high 
si-andard  of  integrity  and  faithfulness  of  the  past 
will  be  maintained  during  the  coming  year. 

KEPORT   or   THE    CITY   SOLICITOR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  receiv- 
ed and  laid  on  the  fable  to  be  printed.  The  report 
gives  a  list  of  all  the  suits  and  legal  proceedings  to 
which  the  city  of  Boston  is  party,  pending  at  the 
time  of  his  last  report  or  since  instituted,  with  a 
statement  of  the  causes  of  action,  the  courts  wherein 
the  several  cases  are  pending,  and  the  action  that 
has  been  had  on  them  respectively. 

REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
reported  a  list  of  nine  billiard  licenses  and  one  li- 
cense for  intelligence  office,  for  renewal.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
submitted  reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following 
petitions  on  the  usual  conditions: 

Of  Frank  Shouir,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  at 
786  Broadway. 

Of  Charles  Hunt,  to  occupy  a  stable  at  Neponset 
avenue. 

Of  Thomas  White,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  on 
Wiswell's  wharf,  provided  said  stable  shall  be  placed 
twenty  feet  from  the  coal  shed. 

Of  J.  F.  Cooper,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  on 
Buttonwood  court,  provided  it  shall  not  be  erected 
within  fifteen  feet  of  Miller's  line. 

Of  O.  D.  Dana,  for  stable  on  Story  street,  provided 
it  shall  be  located  fifteen  feet  from  the  street,  and 
twenty  feet  east  of  dwelling  house  of  H.  B.  Bowen. 

Of  A.  Burrell,  for  a  brick  stable  on  Third  street, 
near  M  street. 

Of  James  Nash,  for  a  wooden  stable  on  Bo}ton 
street,  between  E  and  A  streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdrfAv  on  the  petition  of  W.  R. 
Gerrish.  for  stable  on  Atlantic  street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Clarke  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  a  resolve  and  order  authorizing  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  execute  and  deliver  to  John  G.  Gush- 
ing and  others  a  release  of  all  the  city's  interest  in, 
and  to  any  land  now  or  lately  belonging  to  said  grant- 
ors, said  land  having  been  taken  in  the  widening  of 
Milk  street. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
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Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
subniUted  a  resolve  and  order,  giving  notice  to  the 
Bos-ton  &  Providence  Railroad  Corporation.  P.  Ha- 
ven and  others,  trusiees,  Boston  Water  l^ovver  Com- 
pany, William  Gray,  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company,  and  all  other  persons  interested  af  owners, 
etc.,  to  remove  and  carry  away  all  buildings  and  ob- 
etrnctious  projecting  over  the  line  of  West  Chester 
park,  as  established  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners before  the  twenty-third  of  July,  and  euipow- 
ei'ing  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  enforce  the  same. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  reports  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  proprietors  of  India  wharf,  for 
change  in  assessment  of  betterments  on  Atlantic  av- 
enue—leave to  withdraw. 

Orders  to  pay  S.  S.  Perkins  fourteen  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars  for  land  taken  in  widening  Pearl 
street;  to  pay  Joshua  P.  Preston  sixty-three  hundred 
and  tifty  dollars  for  land  taken  in  widening  Congress 
street;  to  pay  Aaron  C.  Baldwin  twenty-three  thou- 
sand and  sixty  dollars  for  land  taken  by  widening 
Essex  street;  to  pay  Joshua  P.  Preston  ten  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  for  land  taken 
in  widening  Purchase  street;  to  pay  Cornelia  V.  and 
James  V.  Parker  twelve  ihousand  seven  hundred 
and  tifty  dollars  for  land  taken  from  estate  of 
Charles  M.  Parker  in  widening  Milk  street; 
to  pay  the  heirs  of  Edmund  P.  Dolbeare  nineteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and 
seventy-flve  cents  for  land  taken  in  widening 
Broad  street;  to  pay  Henry  Lee  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars for  land  taken  in  widening  Bedford  street;  and 
thirteen  hundred  dollars  for  land  taken  In  widening 
Lincolnstreet;  to  pay  Lydia  A.  G.  Ellison  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  for  land  taken  in  widening  Cottage 
street. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
read  twice  and  passed. 

OKDERS   READ   ONCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy— 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  several  compa- 
nies enumerated  in  the  certificate  of  the  Adjutant- 
General,  dated  July  9,  the  sums  to  which  they  are 
respectively  entitled  for  inspection  duty  in  May  last, 
said  sums  amounting  to  $1540;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Militia  Bonnty. 

On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  on  Swett  street  pur- 
chased by  the  city  of  Boston,  containing  11,090  square 
feet,  together  with  the  building  located  thereon,  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  lease  the  same  as  in 
their  judgment  may  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  in  the 
settlement  of  damages  to  the  estate  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  on  account  of 
the  widening  of  Congress  street,  between  Water  and 
State  streets,  to  purchase  the  entire  estate  belong- 
ing to  said  company  on  the  corner  of  State  and   Con- 


gress streets  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five thousand  dollars;  said  purchase  to  be  upon 
such  conditions  as  shalj  be  agreed  upon  by  the  taid 
committee,  and  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

ORDERS     PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  during  the  recess  of  the  Common 
Council  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to  permit 
the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  of  larger  dimen- 
sions than  those  authorized  by  the  ordinance,  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  advis- 
able. 

On  motion  of  Alderpian  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  remove  the  fence  recently  erected  on  Rug- 
gles  street,  at  the  westerly  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Euggles  streets,  and  set  the  same  back  on  the  true 
line  of  the  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  build  a  retaining  wall  on  Pynchon  street^ 
and  to  gi-ade  said  street  where  widened  by  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners;  also  to  reset  the  edgestonea 
and  repave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  said  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the 
gutters  on  the  southerly  side  of  Longwood  avenue. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1  of 
this  city  have  permission  to  leave  the  city  for  three 
d^ys  in  the  month  of  August  next,  as  a  fire  compa- 
ny ;  provided  that  they  furnish  substitutes  to  per- 
form the  duty  in  their  absence,  acceptable  to  the 
Chief-Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  upon  the  payment  to  the  city  by  C. 
E.  Wiggin,  of  the  sum  of  fifty-five  hundred  and  sev- 
enty, and  twenty-seven  hundredths  dollars,  referees"' 
award;  less  costs  and  interests  to  Benjamin  Bradley, 
holding  a  lease  upon  an  estate  of  said  Wiggin  on 
which  Hanover  street  was  widened,  the  City  Solici- 
tor be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  lo  discharge  the 
execution  held  by  the  city  upon  said  Wiggin  for  the 
damages  upon  said  leasehold. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  report  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  on  increase  of  hydrants  and 
water  service  in  various  sections  of  the  city  (City 
Doc.  No.  92),  was  taken  from  the  table  and  sent 
down. 

ARTILLERY   PIRHSIG  ON   THE   COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  reports,  ma- 
jority and  minority,  of  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
with  ordinance  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of  artillery 
on  the  Common  without  proper  authority  (City  Doc. 
No.  93),  were  taken  from  the  table. 

On  the  question  of  accepting  the  majority  report 
and  passing  the  ordinance,  Alderman  Quincy  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Gaffield,  Gibson,  Power,  Quincy,  Say  ward, 
Stebbins— 11. 

Nays— 0. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday,  17th  instant,  at  1  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    17,    1873. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  1  P.  M.,  today,  Alderman  Cutter,  chair- 
man, presiding. 

APPOINTMENT   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer  without  pay— J.  H.  Rich- 
ardson. 

FROM   THE   SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from  the  School 
Committee: 

Ordered,  That  the  Oliver  Primary  Schoolhouse,  on 
Sumner  street.  East  Boston,  be  and  hereby  is  sur 
rendered  to  the  City  Council. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide additional  accommodations  for  the  Minot 
School 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide additional  accommodations  in  the  new  grammar 
school  district  in  Washington  Village.  Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  pur- 
chase a  lot  of  land,  and  erect  thereon  a  primary 
school  building  of  not  less  than  eight  rooms,  for  the 
accommodation  of  scholars  in  the  Lawrence  School 
District. 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide additional  accommodations  for  primary  schools 
in  the  Dorchester  Everett  District. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Of  Thomas  H.  McDonald,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  five  horses,  on  13  Gardner  avenue. 
Ward  15. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  part 
©f  the  Board. 

Of  Faxon  Bros.,  that  edgestones  may  be  set  and 
sidewalk  laid  between  143  and  147  South  street.  \ 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Of  Alonzo  Bowers  et  als.,  for  the  construction  of 
a  sewer  in  Main  street,  between  Chelsea  and  Bremen 
streets. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Of  John  Preston,  for  permission  to  make  an  addi- 
tion to  his  manufactory  on  South  street.  Commercial 
Point,  Ward  1(5. 

Referred  to  Cmmittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

PROM  THE  HARBOR  COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Harbor  Commission- 
ers of  an  application  to  that  Board  from  the  South 
Boston  Yacht  Club  for  leave  to  build  a  pile  structure 
in  tide-water  at  South  Boston  Point,  and  appointing 
July  2fi,  at  11  A.  M.,  as  the  time  fixed  for  a  hearing 
thereon. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Harbors  on  th«  part 
of  this  Board. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS... 

Ordered,  That  there  be  naid  to  the  several  com- 
panies enumerated  in  the  certificate  of  the  ad.iutant- 
general,  dated  July  9.  the  suras  to  which  they  are 
respectively  entitled  for  inspection  duty  in  May  last. 
said  sums  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred  and  forty 
dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Militia 
Bounty. 

[The  companies  named  are  Companies  B,  D,  E,  F. 
G  and  K,  First  Regiment  Infantry,  and  Batteries  A 
and  B  Light  Artillery.] 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  on  Swett  street,  as 
purchased  by  the  city  of  Boston,  October  22,  1872, 
and  containing  111.090  square  feet,  together  with  the 
buildings  located  thereon,  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  aud  that  they  be  direct- 
ed to  lease  the  same  upon  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  they  in  their  ^cdgment  may  deem  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  directed,  and  insert  the  words  "to 
raise  the  grade  so  as  to  secure  the  proper  drainage  of 
the  same." 

Alderman  Emery  thought  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jeetion  to  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  city  had  $75,000  of  land, 
and  the  best  thing  to  be  done  is  to  put  it  in  condition 
to  be  occupied.  Heproposed  to  further  amend  the  or- 


der by  inserting  the  words,  ''to  dispose  of  the  build- 
ings in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,"  before  the  other  amendment 
offered  by  him. 

Alderman  Gibson  thought  it  could  be  used  as  a 
lumber  yard,  and  might  be  advantageoiisly  disposed 
of. 

Alderman  Clark  said  his  object  was  to  get  the  land 
filled  up,  which  could  be  done  at  a  trifling'expense. 

Alderman  Brown  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  could  be 
disposed  of  for  a  lumber  wharf,  and  thought  it  would 
be  well  to  allovs'  the  committee  to  sell  it. 

Alderman  Clark  thought  the  committee  had  better 
see  what  could  be  done  with  the  lot  first. 

Alderman  Gibson  agreed  with  Alderman  Clark  that 
it  had  better  be  filled  up  first. 

Alderman  Sayward  hoped  neither  the  amendment 
nor  order  would  pass  until  some  other  place  had 
been  provided  for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

Alderman  Clark  i-aid  the  order  contemplates  the 
abandonment  of  the  buildings  for  smallpox  pur- 
poses. Now  the  grade  is  too  low  for  occupancy. 
The  Board  of  Health  consider  the  buildings  undesira- 
ble for  use  in  any  contingency.  He  merely  wished 
to  secure  good  drainage  and  dispose  of  the  buildings 
and  lards. 

Alderman  Brown  said  if  the  committee  were  not 
obliged  to  sell  the  buildings  he  would  not  object. 
He  thought  the  buildings  had  better  remain  there. 
There  was  no  danger  of  smallpox  from  them.  They 
should  be  made  as  useful  as  possible. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  committee  had  power  to 
dispose  of  them  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  difficulty  would  be  in 
raising  the  building. 

Alderman  Clark — The  buildings  have  already  been 
raised  to  grade. 

Alderman  Gibson  thought  It  was  all  right  and 
hoped  the  order  would  pass. 

The  amendm»nts  were  adopted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

REPORTS   or  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
John  Le  Bar/on,  Martin  E.  Moran  and  Sarah  Wran, 
for  victualler's  licenses;  of  C.  Mahan  for  billiard  li- 
cense and  of  Martin  E.  Moran  for  innholder'a 
icen  se.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  to  whom  weie  referred  the  orders  author 
izing  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  .o  erect  a 
primary  schoolhouse  on  Newbury  and  Exeter  streets, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  reported  that  the  orders 
ought  to  pass  in  a  new  draft,  as  appended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary 
schoolhouse  on  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city  on 
Newbury  and  Exeter  streets,  in  accordance  with 
plans  approved  therefor  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction;  the  expense  of  erecting  said  building  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  $40,000,  the  same  to  be  applied  to 
the  erection  of  a  primary  schoolhouse  on  Newbury 
and  Exeter  streets. 

Alderman  Power  would  like  to  have  the  matter 
laid  over,  jin  order  to  look  into  it.  Some  people 
objected  to  having  the  schoolhouse  located  there. 

Alderman  Clark  said  that  a  schoolhouse  is  needed 
there  very  much,  and  it  ought  to  be  built  at  once. 
The  people  there  pay  their  taxes,  and  pay  them  lib- 
erally, and  if  there  is  any  place  in  Boston  where  a 
public  schoolhouse  is  needed  it  is  on  the  Back  Bay. 
He  had  been  obliged  to  send  his  children  to  a  private 
school  because  there  is  no  public  school  there. 

Alderman  Gibson  remarked  that  as  the  pupils  were 
not  there  now  he  supposed  the  Alderman  was  count- 
ing on  the  future. 

Alderman  Clark  rejoined  that  there  are  pupils  there 
now  and  there  arc  more  to  come.    It  was  proposed 
to  build  a  house  large  enough  for  both  a  grammar  . 
and  primary  school. 

Alderman  Brown  said  he  would  be  happy  to  vote 
forty  thousand  dollars  for  a  schoolhouse  on  the  Back 
Bay  as  soon  as  it  would  be  filled  up.  He  did  n't  see 
any  reason  why  the  order  should  not  pass  at  the 
present  time. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  there  is  a  great  call  for  a 
public  schoolhouse  on  that  ground.  The  commis- 
sioner for  the  sale  of  the  Commonwealth's  lands 
said  there  were  frequent  inquiries  among  purchasers 
why  there  was  not  a  schoolhouse  provided  there. 
The  Commonwealth  gave  the  land  at  a  very  low  price 
that  this  schoolnouse  might  be  erected.  The  order 
contemplates  the  erection  of  a  small  building,  and 
prospectively  provides  for  a  large  house,  which  shall 
contain  both  a  primary  and  grammar  school. 
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Alderman  Power  said  if  the  echoolhouse  is  not. 
needed  money  ouglit  not  to  he  spent  for  it.  Many 
people  who  live  there  do  not  patronize  the  puhlic 
schools,  and  many  think  a  public  school  is  not  needed 
there  at  all.  He  did  n't  obiect  to  havina;  schools  where 
they  are  required. 

Alderman  Clark  insisted  that  there  is  great  need  of 
a  public  schoolhouse  there.  The  territory  is'filiing 
up  very  rapidly  with  dwelling  houses,  and  where 
there  are  dwelling  houses  there  are  very  naturally 
children  who  want  to  go  to  school.  Many  gentlemen 
had  spoken  to  him  about  having  a  school  there,  and 
he  had  done  all  that  he  could  to  have  one  located 
there  last  year. 

The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDERS    PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Washington  street,  between  Eliot  square  and  Pynchon 
street,  and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the 
expenses  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  remove  all  obstructions  remaining  over  the 
line  of  Washington  street,  between  Elmwood  and 
Pynchon  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on 
Columbia  and  Hancock  streets,  between  Stoughtou 
and  Bird  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  » 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  be  authorized  to  repair  the  cellar  of 
Engine  House  No.  10;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderniftn  Gaifield — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  furnish  temporary  accommodations 
for  primary  schools  in  the  Comins  District,  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  School- 
houses,  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Orders  to  pay  Sampson  <fe  Davenport  ,$135  for  land 
taken  from  Alexander  H.  Read  by  the  extension  of 
Franklin  street  to  Pearl  street;  to  pay  E.  M.  Cate 
and  W.  A.  Nickerson  $10,960  for  land  taken  in  wid- 
ening Federal  street;  to  pay  Sampson  &  Davenport 
$2400  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  Alexander  H. 
Read  in  the  widening  of  Congress  street. 

Orders  to  vacate  and  remove  obstructions  by  Au- 
gust 10,  giving  notice  to  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Sargent, 
corner  of  Dorchester  and  G  streets;  Michael  Havey. 
Haynes  street;  James  Leeds,  James  Parker,  F.  H. 
Thompson,  Congress  street;  heirs  of  John  Tappan, 
Moses  Williams,  Ellen  Stearns,  James  Lawrence, 
trustee,  James  Lawrence,  James  Vila,  J.  C.  Howe 
and  J.  J.  French,  Pearl  street;  James  Leeds,  James 
Lawrence,  Ellen  Stearns,  Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl 
streets. 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 


Streets  be  authorized  to  grant  a  right  of  way  to 
estates  of  A.  A.  Burrage  and  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel 
Whiting,  situated  on  Oliver  street,  over  the  rear  por- 
tion of  the  estate  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston  front- 
ing on  Washington  square,"upon  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  said  committee  may  deem  best  for  the 
interest  of  the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  furnish  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
laying  out  and  extending  Fa  ette  court  forty  feet  in 
width  from  Washington  street  to  Tremont  street; 
also  of  extending  Hayward  place  through  Rowe  place 
to  Kingston  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  order  authoriz- 
ing Committee  on  Streets  to  purchase  the  estate  of 
the  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
corner  of  State  and  Congress  streets,  for  $375,000, was 
taken  from  the  table. 

This  order  was  presented  by  Alderman  Clark  at  the 
last  meeting,  read  once,  and  laid  over  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Brown,  who  desired  time  to  investigate 
the  case. 

Alderman  Brown  said  he  had  made  the  contem- 
plated inquiries,  and  although  he  thought  the  price 
pretty  large,  he  did  n't  know  that  the  city  could  do 
any  better  than  make  the  purchase  as  proposed  by 
the  order.  He  had  seen  two  of  the  trustees  of  the 
institution,  and  was  satisfied  that  if  the  offer  was 
not  accepted  by  this  Board,  the  city  might  be  obliged 
to  pay  more  than  the  amount  named  In  the  order. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

MUSIC   ON   THE   COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  order  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee  to  provide 
music  on  the  Common  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  order  would  pass,  inas- 
much as  this  would  be  the  last  opportunity  the  Coun- 
cil would  have  to  act  upon  it,  and  it  may  as  well  be 
decided  now  by  the  Board,  leaving  the  Council  to 
take  any  such  action  as  they  might  deem  proper. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  indefin- 
itely postponed. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  did  n't  suppose  it  required 
any  argument  to  vote  down  that  motion,  the  feeling 
of  the  Board  being  too  well  known  to  lead  him  to 
suppose  such  a  motion  would  be  entertained. 

Alderman  Power's  motion  was  rejected. 

The  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  order  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Gaffield,  Gibson, 
Q,uincy,  Sayward,  Stebbens — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brown,  Cutter,  Emer>  and  Pow- 
er— 4. 

Not  receiving  a  two-thirds  vote  the  order  was  re- 
jected. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  report  (leave 
to  withdi'aw;  on  petition  of  Suffolk  Kindling  Wood 
Company,  which  had  been  accepted  by  the  Common, 
Council,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  Board  voted  to  concur. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

JULY    17,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  B.  O. 
Shepard,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THB  BOARD  OP  ALBBKMBN. 

The  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  on  ex- 
tension of  water  pipes  and  the  annual  report  of  the 
Board  of  PIcalth  wfcre  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

Petiti9ns  of  Oo.  D,  Thomas  Moley,  George  H.  Davis 
et  al.,  and  John  Preston,  and  the  requests  and  order 
from  the  School  Committee  were  severally  referred, 
iu  concurrence. 

Resolves  and  orders  from  the  Board  of  Street  Com 
missioners  for  widening  Pleasant  street  from  Colum- 
bus avenue  to  Eliot  street,  at  an  ad.iudged  expense  of 
$12,256,  and  for  the  extension  of  Eliot  street  to  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $5H,752, 
were  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets. 

Order  aut  orizing  the  Mayor  to  execute  a  release 
to  J.  P.  Cushing  ef  al.,  of  certain  land  taken  in  widr 
ening  Milk  street. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7. 

Order  to  discharge  execution  of  the  city  upon  C.  B. 
Wiggin  on  Hanover  street,  on  terms  in  said  order 
set  forth. 

Order  authorizing  Committee  on  Survey,  etc.,  of 
Buildings  to  permit  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings 
during  recess  of  Common  Council. 

Report  and  order  that  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 
No.  1  be  permitted  to  leave  the  city  for  three  days  in 
August. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordin 
ance  in  relation  to  the  Fire  Deparrmeat. 

Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  di.'^- 
charge  of  cannon  upon  the  Common  or  public 
grounds.     (City  Doc.  No.  93,  1873.) 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3,  at  the  request  of  a  member  of 
the  committee,  who  had  to  leave  town  and  who  wish- 
ed to  present  a  minoritj'  report,  moved  to  lay  the 
order  on  the  table.    The  motion  prevailed. 

The  report  (inexpedient)  to  erect  a  clock  tower  ou 
the  Ticknor  Schoolhouse  came  from  the  Aldermen 
recommitted  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  ou 
Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  said  there  is  no  place  in 
South  Boston  where  a  clock  is  needed  more  than  in 
Washington  Village.  This  place  was  on  high  ground 
nearly  at  the  foot  of  Dorchester  streei.  There  is  no 
clock  within  half  a  mile  of  that  place.  He  hoped 
the  report  would  be  recommitted.  If  they  deferred 
the  matter  till  the  new  schoolhouse  is  built,  and  the 
clock  is  put  there,  the  location  will  not  be  near  so 
good  as  the  old  one  would  be,  nor  would  it  be  so 
satisfactory  to  the  residents  of  that  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Upham  of  Ward  16  said  the  oiatter  was  before 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  last  May,  and  they 
were  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  clock 
should  be  placed  on  the  house,  and  an  order  was  re- 
ported to  that  effect.  Subsequenil}'  an  order  was  in- 
troduced in  the  other  branch  that  the  committee  be 
authorized  to  raise  the  building.  The  population  of 
Washington  Village  would  be  very  much  accommo- 
dated by  the  clock,  the  striking  part  of  which  will 
operate  on  the  tire-alarra  bell.  He  moved  that  the 
Council  concur  in  the  action  of  the  Aldermen. 

The  Council  voted  to  recede  from  its  former  action 
and  concur  in  the  recommitment  of  the  report. 

Order  to  permit  a  right  of  way  to  estates  of  A.  A. 
Burrage  and  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Whiting,  on  Oliver 
street,  over  land  of  the  city  on  Washington  squai:.e. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  concerning  repairs  of  cellar  of  Engine 
House  No.  10.  Passed  in  concurrence,  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  on  motion.of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 
Order  for  providing  temporary  accommodations 
for  primary  schools  in  the  Comms  District,  Passed 
in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16. 

Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers to  furnish  estimates  of  the  expense  of  laying  out 
and  extending  Payette  court  forty  feet  in  width  from 
Washington  street  to  Tremont  street;  also  of  extend 
ing  Hayward  place  through  Rowe  place  to  Kingston 
street. 

On  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  whether  this  had  come 
from  any  committee.  He  had  first  seen  a  copy  of 
the  order  this  afternoon.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  Street  Commissioners  have  been  considerincr 
this  matter.  It  happens  to  affect  War  1  5,  whic'U  has 
been  very  much  troubled  during  the  last  year  by  fires. 


As  a  representative  of  that  ward  he  would  like  to 
know  the  source  of  this  order  and  the  reason  for  tak- 
ing the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Commission- 
ers. There  are  various  reasons  for  and  against  open- 
ing a  new  street  from  Washington  to  Tremont  street, 
and  it  has  for  some  time  been  the  subject  of  a  quar- 
rel. No  hearing  has  been  held,  the  people  have  not 
been  heard,  and  it  is  not  proper  m  such  a  case  to  pass 
upon  this  matter.  He  desired  that  the  matter  should 
lie  over  while  being  considered  by  the  proper  tribu- 
nal. To  pass  it  in  this  way  and  get  a  snap  judgment 
would  be  entirely  out  of  order.  Ward  .5  lias  had  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  about  streets,  and  if  he  could 
have  had  his  way  he  would  have  seized  the  whole  of 
the  burnt  district  and  laid  it  out  new.  The  afflictions 
of  that  ward  are  known  all  over  the  city  and  he  could 
only  account  for  it  ou  tne  old  Scripture  doctrine  that 
"whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth."  If  any  mem- 
ber could  explain  the  order  he  should  like  him  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  the  Committee  on 
Streets  have  had  this  matter  under  consideration  for 
some  time.  Petitions  representing  millions  of  dol- 
lars had  been  received  asking  that  These  streets  be 
laid  out.  Ac  a  meeting  of  this  committee,  yesterday, 
the  members  of  the  Street  Commissioners  were  asked 
the  reasons  for  not  presenting  a  plan  and  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  to  the  City  Council.  The  reasons  given 
were  not  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  and  that  is 
why  this  request  is  made. 

Mr.  Shaw  wanted  to  know  what  right  the  Street 
Committee  have  to  act  upon  petitions  which  are  be- 
fore the  Street  Commissioners.  They  have  no  right 
to  act  upon  such  matters  until  after  the  Commission- 
ers have  voted. 

Mr.  Flynn — 'fhe  Committee  felt  that,  representini; 
the  people,  they  had  the  right  to  suggest  or  forward 
any  schemes  that  would  benefit  the  people.  The 
Street  Commissioners  have  refused  to  furnish  any 
estimates  to  the  City  Council,  and  this  order  was 
put  in  asking  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — The  great  objection  to  put- 
ting that  street  through  is  the  expense.  It  is  cer- 
tainly desirable  that  any  information  as  to  the  ex- 
pense should  be  presented  to  the  Council.  And  it  is 
but  fair  that  the  Commissioners  be  asked  to  furnish 
it.  This  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge.  The 
Street  Committee  are  supposed  to  read  the  news- 
papers, and  to  know  what  is  said.  It  is  perfectly 
proper  for  the  City  Government  to  act  on  this  matter 
and  to  seek  information  before  acting. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
the  words  "and  widening  Avery  street." 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  said  there  is  no  territory 
within  forty  feet  of  Avery  street  which  has  been 
scorched  by  fire.  No  one  thinks  it  would  be  judi- 
cious to  widen  Avery  street.  What  the  Street  Com- 
mittee ask  for  is  the  expense  of  widening  Fayette 
court  and  continuing  it  through  to  Tremont  street. 
This  information  they  want  in  order  to  form  their 
opinions  ou  the  project  before  them.  The  Street 
Committee  have  no  intention  of  widening  Avery 
street  now,  because  it  is  not  within  any  burnt 
district. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — This  extension  of  Fayette 
court  is  like  buying  something  that  is  cheap.  I  don't 
believe  in  the  necessity  of  cutting  through  a  place 
that  has  been  burned  simply  because  the  land  is  cheap. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  may  be  a  matter  of  com- 
mon notoriety,  but  it  is  no  legimate  way  to  bring  it 
before  the  Common  (Council.  When  matters  are 
brought  before  the  Committee  on  Streets  then  it  is 
time  to  act  on  them.  Because  several  rich  gentle- 
men want  this  matter  carried  through  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  adopted  by  a  snap  judgment.  It 
seems  to  be  intended  to  snap  this  matter  upon  us  be- 
cause It  is  supposed  to  be  the  last  meeting  of  the  sea- 
son. But  there  is  another  reason  why  we  should  ob- 
ject. I  was  familiar  with  that  district  before  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  was  born.  I  have  Uvea  there  thir- 
ty-five years,  and  I  almost  .said  I  have  travelled  every 
inch  of  it.  When  I  ask  that  this  matter  may  be  laid 
over  that  gentlemen  may  have  time  to  think  of  it,  it 
seems  too  reasonable  a  request  to  be  denied.  I  have 
heard  some  of  the  Commissioners  say  it  would  be 
very  expensive  to  put  the  widening  through  Avery 
street  The  people  have  n't  been  heard  before  the 
Street  Committee  yet.  The  gentleman  says  the  com- 
mittee sent  for  the  Commissioners  to  come  before 
them;  that  is  perfectly  right,  but  the  people  have 
never  been  heard.  Now,  as  in  all  such  matters,  I  pin 
opposed  to  rushing  anything  through  the  City  Gov 
ernment  until  the  people  have  had  time  to  consider 
it.  I  was  about  to  move  to  Isiy  the(u-deron  the  table, 
but  if  the  gentleman  wishes  to  speak  1  wont  do  so. 

Mr,  Perkins  of  Ward  (i— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  in  representing  that  this  is  a  snap  judg- 
ment unintentionally  conveys  a  wrons  impression. 
He  would  convey  tlie  opinion  that  something  Avoiilr] 
be  done  to  imperil  his  constituents,  I  don't  know 
how  many  of  his  constituents  own  propeity. 
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Mr.  Shaw— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  If  the  gen- 
tleman alludes  to  my  constituents  I  desire  an  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  Perkins— That  is  not  a  point  of  order,  only  a 
little  interruption.  The  thing  is  simoly  this:  The 
Street  Committee  have  considered  the  subject  of 
widening  the  streets  in  the  smaller  burnt  district. 
The  Street  Commissioners  have  already  passed  two 
orders,  and  there  is  one  other  question  whether  a 
street  shall  be  run  through  opposite  Hayward  place. 
I  rather  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5;  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  running  the  street  through  oppo- 
site Hayward  place,  an  estimate  for  which  the 
committee  have  asked  for.  But  that  is  no 
reason  why  an  estimate  should  n't  be  made.  It  sim- 
ply enables  the  Council  to  form  an  intelligent  opinion. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  14  also  asks  for  an  amend- 
ment to  furnish  an  estimate  for  widening  a  street 
outside  of  the  burnt  district.  No  one  has  petitioned 
that  this  should  be  done.  It  is  generally  a  rule  that 
we  should  n't  do  anything  till  some  one  has  made  a 
public  move.  The  gentleman  is  trying  to  do  some- 
thing that  can  be  done  a  hundred  years  fiotn  now  just 
as  well  as  now.  I  dmi't  care  a  copper  whether  one 
street  or  the  other  is  widened,  but  I  do  consider  that 
any  information  which  the  Council  asks  for  the  Com- 
missioners ought  to  grant. 

Mr.  Shaw— It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  agreed  to  report  against  the  widen- 
ing of  this  street;  they  have  voted  as  a  whole  to  go 
against  the  extension  of  Fayette  to  Tremont  street. 
What  is  the  use  of  trying  to  hoodwink  this  Council? 
I  have  it  from  the  lips  of  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle-  . 
man  if  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Commission- 
ers had  laid  out  this  street  and  printed  the  estimate, 
and  were  ready  to  submit  it  to  the  City  Council  ? 
Why  they  did  not  is  what  the  City  Council  is  not 
aware  of. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  no  doubt  it  was  done  on  the 
hasty  judgment  of  the  Commissioners,  and  indeed  of 
a  great  many  petitioners.  They  did  make  such  a 
rejiort,  but  upon  their  attention  being  called  to  the 
state  of  matters  today  and  the  large  expense  of 
widening  streets,  they  decided  that  if  the  street  was 
to  be  cut  through  from  Washington  street  to  Tre- 
mont street,  Fayette  coirrt  was  not  the  .street 
to  cut  throirgh.  That  being  the  case,  when 
the  Commissioners  say  among  themselves  they 
do  not  consider  It  for  the  public  interest 
to  have  any  street  cut  through,  or  if  they  did 
it  certainly  woulc  not  be  this  street,  we  are 
bound  to  respect  their  opinion.  It  is  the  legitimate 
busiiiess  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  consider 
those  matters  only  when  they  are  referred  to  them, 
and  they  have  no  right  to  take  up  anything  outside. 
I  object  to  this  as  a  matter  of  principle.  The  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  are  chosen  to  investigate 
this  matter  of  streets.  The  people  are  not  ready  for 
this  proposition  and  this  order  would  give  it  a  semi- 
official sanction.  I  have  n't  the  least  shadow  of  an 
idea  that  this  matter  can  be  carried.  If  we  are  to 
have  a  street  through  there  let  it  be  somewhere 
nearer  Bedford  streets.  When  lam  told  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  the  cost  of  one  will  be  double  the 
other,  I  am  opposed  to  it.  All  I  ask  is  time  for  the 
people  to  consider  and  reflect. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  don't  know  anything  abotit 
the  question,  except  wnat  I  have  heard  here  tonight, 
but  1  can't  see  how  it  is  any  violation  of  principle  for 
the  Council  to  obtain  information  on  any  matter  on 
which  it  may  be  called  to  act,  either  now  or  in  the 
future.  It  is  right  and  proper  for  them  to  ask  for  in- 
formation from^the  properly  constituted  board.  It 
commits  the  Council  to  nothing,  and  it  is  the  proper 
way  to  get  the  information  asked  for.  I  don't  under- 
stand how  the  gentleman  speaks  as  tlie  mouthpiece 
of  the  Commissioners.  I  am  satisfied  to  receive  in- 
formation from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  but  1 
don't  think  the  Commissioners  should  report  to  the 
Council  through  any  one  member. 

Mr.  Shaw  disclaimed  being  the  mouth  piece  of 
the  Commlsssioners.  He  again  urged  thiit  the 
Committee  on  Streets  had  no  right  to  speak  as  a  com- 
mittee on  any  matter  not  referred  to  them.  He  mov- 
ed to  Jay  the  order  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Jones's  amendment,  Mr. 
Deniiy  of  Ward  9  said  the  estimates  are|already  in  pos- 
session of  the  ^^treet  Commissioner's,  and  conse- 
quently there  would  be  no  labor  or  expense.  If  this 
would  violate  any  principle  let  us  do  it  and  have  a 
precedent. 

Mr.  .Jones  remarked  that  his  object  in  offering  the 
amendment  was  simply  to  save  time.  He  would,  how- 
ever, withdraw  it. 

The  order  having  been  read  a  second  time,  Mr. 
Jones  of  Ward  14  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  order,  but  it  would  be  some  time  be- 
fore we  can  act  upon  the  subject  in  view  of  the  pro- 


posed adjournment  for  six  weeks,  and  parties  who 
intend  to  build  on  that  street  would  be  very  much  in- 
convenienced. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  said  it  was  for  this  very  rea- 
son the  order  was  offered.  No  permit  had  been  given 
for  building  on  that  street,  and  the  object  was  to 
save  time. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  erection  of  a  schoolliouse 
at  the  corner  of  Newbury  and  Exeter  streets.  Passed 
in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 
motion  of  M(.  West  of  Ward  16— yeas  46,  nays  0. 

Order  for  the  grading  of  land  and  disposing  of  the 
Swett-street  hospital  property. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  if  the  order  came 
from  any  committee.  He  moved  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  hoped  the  order  would  not 
be  postponed;  the  hospitiil  is  an  eyesore  and  a 
nuisance  to  the  citizens  of  Ward  13. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  that  .some  time  ago  the 
Committee  on  Health  decided  not  to  dispose  of  the 
property.  While  there  it  is  very  little  expense,  and 
if  the  Board  of  Health  desire  to  dispose  of  It  they 
can  do  so. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  thought  the  property  good  for 
wharfage,  or  it  would  be  a  good  site  for  a  stable  for 
the  Paving  Department. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  think  It  was  last  year 
we  got  caught  in  the  same  way  in  which  we  may  get 
caught  again.  We  had  a  smallpox  hospital  in  the  rear 
of  the  City  Hospital,  and  forayearor  two  there  was  a 
quarrel  between  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
the  trustees  of  the  hospital  about  the  control  of  it. 
The  cojimittee  finally  triumphed  and  the  trustees 
resigned.  Now  don't  let  us  repeat  the  same  experi- 
ence.   It  is  better  to  err  on  the  safe  side. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13- It  has  been  pronounced  un- 
fit for  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  certainly  it  would  not 
do  for  a  cholera  hospital.  The-order  is  to  give  dis- 
cretion to  the  committee.  The  propert}'  can  be 
graded  and  they  can  sell  it  if  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  has  been  proposed  to  ex- 
tend Swett  street  from  Washington  Village  to  this 
very  point,  and  all  this  expense  of  grading  the  land 
could  be  done  when  that  street  is  laid  out.  There  is 
no  reason  for  doing  it. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  could  see  no  necessity  for 
grading  the  property.  He  hoped  the  committee 
would  not  make  the  mistake  of  selling  it  or  putting 
it  Into  the  hands  of  any  committee  to  sell. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  land  from  the  New  Eng- 
land Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  for  $375,000 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  on  motion  of 
Mr  Perkins  of  Ward  6. 

THE   COUNTY  JAIL. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings  to  expend  a  further  sum  of  $3000 
in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  authorized  for 
the  repairs  on  the  County  Jail,  etc.    Passed. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  building  23  Pember- 
ton  square  to  be  hired  for  oiBces  for  the  city,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  $3000. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  hire,  on  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  they  may  deem  be.st  for  the  interests  of  the  city, 
the  two  upper  stories  of  what  is  known  as  Niles 
Block,  and  connect  said  building  with  City  Hail  by  a 
bridge;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tions for  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Flynn  had  seen  Mr.  Niles,  who  stated  that 
there  are  no  leases  on  the  two  upper  stories,  and  he 
would  be  glad  to  lease  them  to  the  ci^y  on  the  same 
terms  as  they  are  now  occupied.  There  were  thirty- 
two  offices,  and  the  rental  would  he  about  $3250. 
The  only  room  in  City  Hall  which  would  be  disturbed 
would  be  that  of  the  City  Registrar  This  would 
make  all  the  offices  connected  with  City  Hall. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Order  authorizing  Committee  on  Reorganization 
of  Fire  Department  to  visit  other  cities  to  obtain  in. 
formation   regarding  their  several  fire  departments. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  6  asked  how  long  the  committee  Intended  to 
sit. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  committee  have  not 
voted  to  ra.<ike  this  visit;  they  simply  desire  the  pow- 
er in  case  they  should  wish  to  go. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  would  ask  if  a  vote  to  go 
was  passed  in  the  committee  prior  to  the  presentation 
of  this  order. 

Mr.  West— I  think  not. 
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Mr.  Perkins— 1  may  infer  then  that  tt'e  order  does 
not  come  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  West— He  can  infer  what  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Perkins — I  knovv  the  matter  was  not  discussed 
in  committee  until  after  that  order.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  good  purpose  is  to  be  served  by  their  go- 
ing anywhere — by  their  going  West. 

Mr.  West — The  order  simply  contemplates  receiv- 
ing authority  to  visit  other  cities  if  the  committee 
deem  fit.  If  the  committee  want  to  go  they  wili,  and 
if  the  city  don't  pay  their  bills  the  members  will  do 
it  themselves. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  hope  the  committee  will 
be  granted  a  thousand  dollars  to  investigate  this 
matter.  When  the  committee  returns  I  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  change  his  mind. 

Mr.  Perkins — Then  I  am  to  believe  this  order  means 
a  long  life  to  the  head  of  the  department;  that  the 
Council  is  going  to  adjourn  before  it  can  act  on  the 
reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  know, 
from  conversation  with  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  he  is  ready  to  report,  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  members  are  equally  ready.  Rumor 
states  that  at  the  meeting  yesterday,  the  committee 
voted  on  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  yet  the 
Council  is  asked  to  pass  an  order  that  they  may  go 
where  they  please.  The  Council  is  to  adjourn  foi- 
the  summer  that  Mr.  Damrell  may  have  a  long  life. 
and  no  action  shall  be  taken  on  this  matter  until  the 
summer  vacation  is  over.  I  am  ready  to  forego  my 
summer  vacation  for  the  public  interest.  This  order 
is  a  deathblow  to  reform  in  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  desire  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman's remarks  are  entirely  wrong.  The  matter  of 
using  a  thousand  dollars  has  not  been  discussed  by 
the  committee  to  any  considerable  extent.  They 
have  no  proposition  to  visit  any  city,  but  if  we  can 
serve  the  city  of  Boston  by  visiting  New  York  or 
Chicago,  we  shall  go,  and  I  believe  the  city  will  sus- 
tain us.  The  gentleman  has  stated  that  this  order 
means  a  long  life  to  the  head  of  the  department.  It 
means  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  head  of  the  de- 
partment has  not  been  C(msidered  in  any  way.  I  want 
my  word  to  go  as  authority  on  that  particular  ques- 
tion, because  the  gentleman  from  Ward  fi  has  put  it 
down  very  strongly.  I  wish  to  positively  state  the  re- 
verse. The  committee  will  go  to  New  Orleans,  St. 
Louis  or  New  York  if  they  think  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston  require  it.  I  leave  it  to  the  common 
sense  of  this  Council  if  this  committee  could  n't  act 
better  after  observing  the  management  of  depart- 
ments in  other  cities.  Still  I  think  it  veiy  doubtful 
if  we  shall  go. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  B — I  am  glad  to  see  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  are  coming  out  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  would  now  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  whether  this  order  comes  from  the  commit- 
tee, or  whether  the  committee,  at  any  meeting  prioi- 
to  the  time  when  this  order  was  introduced  into  the 
Council,  by  vote  authorized  its  introduction. 

Mr.  Denny — This  committee  will  sit  until  they 
thoroughly  consider  the  reorganization  of  the  depart- 
ment. I  don't  propose  to  answer  any  questions  in 
regard  to  the  discussions  of  the  committee.  But  1 
stand  by  that  order. 

Mr.  Perkins — In  my  experience  it  has  been  very 
frequent  for  members  to  be  asked  if  orders  came 
from  the  committee. 

Mr.  Denny— I  have  given  good  reasons  why  I  will 
not  answer  that  question.  I  indorse  the  order,  as 
does  each  member  of  the  committee.  I  don't  think 
it  a  proper  subject  for  further  discussion. 

Mr.  Jones  hoped  the  order  would  prevail,  as  the 
committee  would  get  more  valuable  information  by 
visiting  other  cities  than  in  any  other  way.  He 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

PETITIONS, 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  presented  the  petition  of 
James  M.  Hunt,  for  compensation  for  injuries  from 
falling  into  a  gulchway  on  Bremen  street,  East  Bos- 
ton, April  19,  1873.  Referred  to  the  Commitiee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  Boles  of  Ward  12  presented  an  order  for  the 
paving  of  Broadway  with  granite  blocks,  between 
Dorchester  and  I  streets.    Ordered  to  be  sent  up, 

REPORTS   OP   COMMITTEES. 

,  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Streets,  to  wh'-m  were  referred  the 
resolves  and  orders  for  the  extension  of  Eliot  street 
to  Columbus  avenue  at  an  estimated  expense 
of  $56,752,  and  for  the  widening  of  Pleasant  street 
from  Columbus  avenue  to  Eliot  street  extended,  at 
an  estimated  expense  of  $12,256,  reported  that  the 
orders  ought  to  pass. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  orders  were 
passed. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  recom- 


mitted the  order  of  the  City  Council  of  June  19th, 
for  them  to  report  an  estimate  of  the  expense  for  re- 
pairs on  the  fire  boat,  having  carefully  considered  the 
same,  find  that  the  repairs  amount  to  the  sum  of 
.f388y  98.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  original  order,  authorizing  the  committee  to 
make  the  necessarj'  repaii-s  and  alterations;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations  for  the 
Fire  Department. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  paid  to  com- 
panies B  and  D,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  at  Wil- 
liam's Hall  be  discontinued  from  and  after  July  1st, 
and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  said  companies  for  rent 
of  armory  at  Minot  Hall,  corner  of  Springfield  and 
Washington  streets,  beginning  July  1st. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules— yeas  46, 
nays  0. 

■THE   NORMAL   SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  employ- 
ed by  the  School  Committee  in  the   school  called  the 
Normal  School  be  allowed  as  follows: 

Larkin  Dunton,  three  months,  at  $291  66 $874  98 

Jane  H.  Stlckuey,  three  months,  at  $125 875  00 

Florence  W.  Stetson,  three  months,  at  $83 249  99 

Bertha  W.  Hintz.  three  months,  at  $83 249  99 

Annie  J.  Stoddard,  three  months,  at  $58  33 174  99 

Total $1,924  95 

Mr.  Brackett— It  is  well-known  that  a  question  has 
been  raised  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  this  school, 
but  whatever  may  be  the  decision,  these  teachers 
were  employed  prior  to  the  raising  of  the  question. 
They  should  be  paid  for  their  services,  whatever  may 
be  the  fate  of  the  school  in  the  future.  I  understand 
that  in  case  an  order  of  this  kind  is  passed  an  in 
junction  will  be  applied  for  to  test  the  question  of 
the  legality  of  the  school,  so  the  gentlemen  need 
not  have  any  fears  cf  having  to  pay  the  money  just 
now. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  thought  Mr.  Brackett  wrong 
in  his  chronology. 

Mr.  Brackett  .said  the  school  3'ear  ends  on  the  first 
of  September,  and  the  order  is  to  pay  the  salaries 
which  the  city  agreed  to  pay.  He  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  that  the  order  might  be  passed. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  Mayor  has  already 
vetoed  an  order  for  the  fitting  up  of  the  Normal 
School,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  illegally  constitut- 
ed. I  can't  see  with  what  propriety  we  can  pay  the 
teachei-s  from  the  first  of  June  to  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber when  the  school  had  no  legal  existence  at  that 
time.  It  seems  to  me  not  to  he  right  to  pass  an  or- 
der to  allow  extra  privileges  to  some  citizens  who  are 
more  careful  of  the  public  Interests  than  we  are. 
It  is  better  not  to  pass  this  order.  I  presume  these 
persons  have  performed  services  up  to  the  first  of 
June,  but  this  is  an  attempt  to  pay  them  for  a  quarter 
when  they  have  not  worked.  It  is  simply  in  accord- 
ance witn  the  theory  that  prevails  in  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, as  an  astute  lawyer,  if  the  city,  having  em- 
ployedthese  pei'sons,  is  not  bound  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  explained  that  the  teachers 
are  Ijired  for  a  year,  which  ends  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— Inasmuch  as  these  teachers 
are  hired  by  the  year,  we  are  bound  to  pay  them  for 
so  much  of  the  year  as  has  elapsed,  although,  as  the 
City  Solicitor  has  decided  that  the  school  is  illegal, 
he  must  have  decided  that  the  employment  of  those 
teachers  was  illegal. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  said  that  as  it  may  not  be 
well  to  act  on  this  matter  in  a  hurry,  he  moved  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

FIRE   ALARMS. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  City  Council  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor.  May  31,  1873,  authorizing  the 
Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms  to  place  a  bell  tower, 
bell  and  fire-alarm  apparatus  in  the  Prescott  School- 
house,  be  rescinded  and  the  following  orders  substi- 
tuted: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  tliat 
department,  be  directed  to  place  a  bell  tower  on  the 
new  Primary  Schoolbouse  in  Princeton  street;  the 
expense  thereof  to  be  charged  lo  the  appropriation 
for  that  building. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms, 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  that  depart- 
ment, be  directed  to  place  a  bell  and  striking  appar- 
atus on  the  new  Primary  Schoolhouse  m  Princeton 
street;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations 
for  Fire  Department, 
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Mr.  Pease  explained  the  occasion  of  offering  the 
order,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14  and 
Mr.  Upham  of  Ward  16,  the  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Fire  Alarms. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF    QUINCY   MABKET. 

Mr.  Shaw  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  consider  and  report  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  aridinsf  one  or  more  stories  to  the  Quincy- 
Market  Bailding. 

Mr.  Shaw— iiivery  one  who  is  familiar  with  Quincy- 
Market  building  knows  that  it  is  but  two  stories  in 
height.  There  are  twenty-seven  thousand  feet  of 
land  covered  by  that  buildiny.  The  lower  story  is 
rented  to  the  market  men,  and  the  upper  story  is 
leased  for  a  short  time  for  nine  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  It  is  perfectly  feasible  to  add  one  or  two 
stories  to  that  building  and  a  much  larger  income 
would  be  thus  obtained.  Having  passed  tlie  building 
a  week  ago  it  occurred  to  me  that  a  large  amount 
could  be  received.  A  great  deal  of  room 
in  the  public  buildings  is  not  utilized.  Matters 
of  this  kind  should  be  considered  more  fully  than 
they  are.  My  friend  referred  the  other  night  to  the 
vacant  bricks  and  mortar  in  Cliardon  street,  and  I 
took  occasion  to  visit  that  building  the  next  day,  and 
I  found  it  about  half  occupied. 

Mr.  Cafon  of  Ward  11  raised  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  question  under  discussion  was  not  the  Charity 
Building. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  was  just  illustrating  my  position.  I 
undertake  to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings are  not  attending  to  their  business.  Thd  order 
I  introduced  at  the  last  meeting  Having  gone  to  the 
tomb  of  the  Capulets,  I  am  glad  to  see  the  order  passed 
tonight  for  enlarging  the  accommodations  in  City  Hall. 

Mr.  Caton  raised  the  point  of  order  that  if  Mr, 
Shaw  was  making  an  attack  on  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,"  he  should  like  to  reply. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  Mr.  Shaw's  remarks  were  a 
little  wide  of  the  subject,  and  he  mu>t  confine  him- 
self to  the  subject  of  Quincy  Market  building. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  am  simply  giving  m.y  reasons  for 
offering  1  his  order.  I  find  other  buildings  are  not 
used  as  they  ought  to  be.  Now  we  are  paying  a 
large  amount  for  armories,  and  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Quincy  Market  be  built  upon  and  one  or  more 
stories  used  for  these  armories.  I  think  some  recon- 
struction ought  to  be  had  with  regard  to  the  public 
buildings.  When  these  questions  are  coming  up 
here  day  after  day,  it  is  time  for  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments to  be  looking  about  to  see  where  we  can  get 
more  room.  I  don't  propose  to  remove  any  of  these 
highly  respectable  bureaus  down  to  Q,uincy  Market. 
We  are  very  much  afraid  of  running  cait  of  the  old 
ruts  round  about  City  Hall.  '  Instead  of  paying  rent 
for  armories,  let  us  take  our  own  buildings  and  en- 
large them. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  could  n't  see  the  necessity 
of  enlarging  the  market  when  we  have  so  many  pub- 
lic buildings  unoccupied. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  explained  that  the  city  has 
no  control  of  the  Charity  Building. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  8  said  it  is  very  true  that  the 
city  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Charity  Building,  He 
approved  of  enlarging,  but  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  is  wandermg  too  far.  The  way  is  to  build  a  new 
court  house  and  use  the  old  one  for  public  offices, 
having  a  bridge  connecting  with  City  Hall.  Q.uincy 
Market  will  take  care  of  itself.  The  gentleman  ought 
to  amend  his  order  and  start  for  a  new  court  house 
and  let  City  Hall  be  enlarged  by  tacking  on  the  old 
Court  House. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— As  tiiere  has  n't  been  any 
application  for  additional  room  I  think  the  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  a  little  immature.  I  move  the 
subject  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

MUSIC  ON   THE   COMMON. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, with  such  as  the  Board  of  aldermen  may  join,  be 
a  Committee  of  A'^rangements  for  furnishing  music 
on  the  Common  and  other  parts  of  the  city,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  twenty-five  hundred  dollars;  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  suggested  that,  as  one  order 
for  $2i500  had  been  rejected,  this  one  had  better  be 
made  $2600,  and  he  moved  such  amendment. 

Mr.  W^lls  of  Ward  .3  said  as  it  had  been  charged 
that  the  morals  of  the  community  would  be  ruined 
by  free  concerts,  he  hoped  the  order  would  lie  on  the 
table,  and  he  made  such  a  motion,  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Caton  of  W^ard  11- IWy  object  in  offering  this 
was  that  in  all  probability  it  W(mld  go  through  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  .3  hoped  the  Council  had  man- 
hood enough  to  stand  on  the  original  order.     No  good 


music  could  be  furnished  for  three  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  said  the  appropriation  of 
$2,500  at  this  time  would  enable  them  to  furnish  as 
much  music  as  they  would  want,  as  the  season  had 
partly  elapsed. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3.  The  Common  Council  has  passed 
an  order  appropriating  money  for  music,  and  the 
Board  of  Alderman  did  not  concur.  There  are  two 
objections  to  this  order,— first  the  Aldermen  cannot 
pass  an  order  for  .$2,500,  and,  second,  it  should  orig- 
inate in  that  Board.  Let  us  not  send  orders  after 
orders  to  the  Aldermen  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  did  n't  see  how  the  idea  of 
manhood  is  involved.  If  they  could  get  one  more 
Alderman,  as  he  understood  they  could,  the  order 
would  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  referred  members  to  the  report  of  the 
afternoon's  proceedings  of  the  Aldermen, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  amendment 
making  the  amount  $2600  was  adopted,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Caton.  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the 
order  was  passed — 38  yeas  7  nays  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burt, 
Caton,  Collins,  Darrow,  Davis,  Denny,  Edwards,  Flat- 
ley,  Plynn,  Harrington,  Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones, 
Kingsley,  Lamb,  Madden,  Marston,  McCue,  Morse, 
Page,  Pease,  Pickering,  Prescott,  Shepard,  Thacher, 
Train,  Upham,  Warren,  West,  Weston.  Whiston, 
Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward — 38. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Boardman,  Cudworth,  Hine, 
Loring,  Perkins,  Shaw,  'Wells — 7. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Wells  of  Ward  3  expressed  the  belief  that  when  the 
order  gets  into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  it  will  get  all 
the  reconsideration  it  wants. 

SUMMER  VACATION. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  that  when  the  Council 
adjourn  it  be  to  the  first  Thursday  in  September  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  should  prefer  to  have  the 
Council  meet  next  Thursday  at  8  P.  M.,  and  should 
like  the  mover  to  give  some  reason  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pease  replied  that  it  is  generally  understood  by 
all  members  of  the  Council  that  this  should  be  the 
last  meeting  of  the  season.  If  the  gentleman  wishes 
to  open  another  vial  of  wrath  on  the  chief-engineer, 
he  (Mr.  Pease)  was  willing  to  meet  next  week  to  give 
him  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  Perkins  remembered  that  at  special  meetings 
of  the  Council  nothing  is  often  done,  because  they 
cannot  get  a  two-thirds  vote.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department 
would  report  next  week,  and  he  did  n't  think  it  in 
accordance  with  public  sentiment  to  adjourn  just 
now  without  doing  some  work.  He  was  sorry  the 
motion  had  oeen  made. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  called  for  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  subject 
of  the  revision  of  the  city  charter,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  rule  requiring  a  report  within  four 
weeks. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  the  committee  was  n't 
ready  t»  report,  and  asked  for  further  time,  which 
was  granted.  „ 

STONY.-BBOOK    NUISANCE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14.  the  following 
was  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to 
take  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to 
abate  the  nuisance  in  Stony  Brook,  between  Sim- 
mons and  Yenion  streets. _ 

Mr.  Morse  -if  Ward  13  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
consider  the  expediency  of  placing  a  granite  curb 
around  Orchard  Park  in  place  of  a  wooden  fence. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commons  and 
Squares. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  repoi't 
and  orders  authorizing  the  erecticm  of  a  station 
house  for  the  Eleventh  Police  District,  at  an  expense 
of  $40,000,  and  for  a  loan  therefor,  were  taken  from 
the  table  and  rejected  by  a  vote  of  35  yeas,  1  nay, 
two-thirds  of  all  the  members  being  required  to 
pass  It. 

Mr.  Caton  moved  that  the  vote  be  reconsidered, 
which  was  adopted,  and  then  the  orders  were  laid  6n 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  follow- 
ing was  passed: 

,  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  consider  and  report  on  the  expedien- 
cy of  enlarging  Engine  House  No.  3. 

Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2  moved  to  adjourn,  and  the 
Council  adjourned  to  Thursday   evening,  Sept.  4,  at 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Alderuieu, 

JULY    ai,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  fonr  o'clock  this  afternoon,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   HOMINATIONS    CONriRMBD. 

Constable — W.  L.  Hicks,  for  duty  in  the  office  of 
the  Board  of  Health. 

Special  Police  Officers  Without  Pay— L  man  Pea- 
vey,  Stephen  A.  Holbrook,  at  the  Post  Office;  Luther 
Moulton,  corner  Washington  and  Adams  streets. 
Ward  16,  and  the  vicinity;  S.  A.  Smith,  the  District 
Telegraph  Company. 

ORDERS   OP    NOTICE. 

On  the  orders  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  W.  L. 
Deland,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  at  22  Congress  street,  and  of  Cummings  & 
Carlisle,  to  locate  an  engine  on  the  corner  of  Albany 
and  Sharon  streets,  no  objections  being  offered,  the 
petitions  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  ■ 
Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED 

Of  Joseph  Nickerson,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  in 
the  widening  of  Heath  street,  and  requesting  that  he 
may  have  a  hearing.     To  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Of  Caroline  G.  Nichols,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Alpine  street. 

Of  Cyrus  Carpenter  &  Co.  and  others,  that  Union 
Street,  between  North  street  and  Hanover  street,  be 
paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Of  William  Frost  and  others,  that  Columbus  ave- 
nue, between  Church  street  and  the  railroad  bridge, 
be  watered  by  the  city. 

Of    Thomas  Wilkins,  that   Green   street,  Ward  Iti, 
may  be  graded. 
"Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Of  John  M.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  on  Fourth  street. 

•  Of  Daniel  Monies,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  on  Greenwich  street.  Ward  16, 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health, 

A  communication  from  the  Harbor  (Commissioners 
giving  notice  of  the  application  of  W.  R  Clark  for 
leave  to  build  a  solid  and  pile  structure  in  tide-water, 
at  Fort  Hill  wharf,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
Qii  Harbors. 

On  the  petition  of  George  W,  Bowker  for  permis- 
sion to  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  or  caloric  en- 
gine at  the  corner  of  Albany  and  Dedham  streets,  an 
order  of  notice  was  passed,  returnable  August  11,  at 
4  P.  M. 

Petition  of  Jacob  Llttlefield,  that  a  fine  of  ten  dol- 
lars for  using  hose  In  a  stable  may  be  refunded,  be- 
cause the  use  thereof  was  without  his  knowledge  or 
consent  and  against  his  will.  Referred  to  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  following  papers   from  the  Common   Council 
were  severally  acted  upon,  in  concurrence: 
■    Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  of  the  peti- 
tion of  James  F.  Hunt,  to  i^e compensated  for  Injuries 
received  from  a  defect  In  Bremen  street. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  of 
orders  (1)  rescinding  the  order  to  place  a  bell  tower 
and  fire-alarm  apparatus  on  the  Prescott  Schoolhouse; 
(2;  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
to  place  a  bell  tower  on  the  new  primary  schoolhouse 
on  Princeton  street;  (3)  directing  the  Superintendent 
of  Fire  Alarms  to  place  a  bell  and  striking  apparatus 
in  said  bell  tower. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment to  repair  and  alter  the  fire  boat,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $3888  98.    Passed. 

Order  allowing  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  fur- 
ther time  to  report  on  revision  of  charter.     Passed. 

Order  that  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to 
abate  the  nuisance  in  Stony  Brook,  between  Simmons 
and  Vernon  streets.     Passed. 

Order  traiisferring  the  allowance  for  rent  of 
armories  occupied  by  companies  B  and  D,  First  Bat- 
talion Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  from  Williams  Hall  to 
Minot  Hall.     Passed,  yeas  10,  nays  0. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  that  the  resolve 
and  order  to  widen  Pleasant  street,  from  Columbus 
avenue  to  Eliot  street,  and  the  resolve  and  order  for 
extending  Eliot  street  to  Columbus  avenue,  ought  to 
pass.    Reports  accepted  and  orders  passed. 


order  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  re- 
port on  the  expediency  of  enlarging  Engine  House 
No  3.    Passed. 

THE   NORMAL   SCHOOL. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  Council  in 
the  reference  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  of 
the  order  to  pay  the  salaries  of  teachers  of  the  Nor- 
mal School,  so  called,  to  the  first  ot. September  next- 
Alderman  Stebbins  said  this  matter  had  been  pre- 
viously considered,  and  was  thoroughly  discussed  at 
the  time.  He  was  a  little  surprised  at  the  turn  it 
had  taken.  If  seemed  indirect  conflict  wlih  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor  and  directly  opposite  to  the 
action  previously  had  by   the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Garfield  said  it  was  not  an  order  to  pay, 
but  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instructicm. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  simply  an  entering  wedge 
for  future  action,  and  is  intended  to  partly  relieve 
the  embarrassment  of  the  School  Committee.  It  will 
be  remetnbered  that  when  this  matter  was  iutroduced 
before  I  a-<ked  thechairnian  of  ihecommitiee  if  there 
were  to  be  any  more  orders  introduced  here,  and  he 
replied  that  there  were  ncme.  Now  it  seems  that  the 
school  has  been  continued,  and  a  member  of  the 
Schooi^Coinmittee  has  addressed  letters  toeach|mem- 
ber  of  this  Board  asking  that  the  salaries  of  the  teach- 
ers may  be  paid,  and  the  principal  of  the  school  has 
advertised  for  scholars  for  next  year.  It  does  n't  look 
•  to  me  as  if  the  School  Committee  meant  to  abandon 
this  school. 

Alderman  Emery — I  don't  think  there  is  any  great 
objection  to  referring  this  to  any  committee.  I  don't 
wish  to  act  without  having  the  order  thoroughly  ex- 
amined by  some  committee,  and  the  proper  one  is 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  I  don't  pre- 
tend to  say  whether  it  is  correct  or  not,  and  I  want 
to  hear  what  they  have  to  say,  and  to  know  if  we 
are  under  any  obligations  to  pay  these  teachers. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  matter  has  been  thor- 
oughly Investigated.  The  Mayor  has  sent  us  a  mes- 
sage, with  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that  this 
school  Is  illegal,  and  yet  it  is  Insisted  upon  that  we 
pay  these  bills.    I  don't  propose  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Sayward  -i  don't  see  the  necessity  of- 
referring  this  order  to  any  committee.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  School  Committee  wish  to  run  this 
Board.  I  want  them  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
this  matter,  which  is  pe.fectly  understood  without 
its  going  to  any  committee. 

Alderman  Clark — If  we  are  going  to  act  on  this  sub^ 
ject  at  all,  it  should  be  in  the  right  direction,  whicb,> 
in  this  case,  is  to  pay  these  teachers.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  abandon  this  school  let  us  do  so  fairly  and- 
give  due  notice.  These  teachers  supposed  that  the 
school  is  to  be  conti-  'i'='d  and  that  Idea  has  beenheld 
out  by  the  School  Cui:  .nittee.  It  is  nothing  more 
than  just  that  the  teachers  should  be  paid  their  sala-^ 
ries  until  it  is  definitely  decided  that  the  school  iS' 
not  to  be  continued.  It  would  be  a  small  piece  of 
business  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  refuse  to  pay 
this  small  amount  of  three  or  four  thousand  dollars' 
to  these  poor  teachers,  who  have  been  employed  by 
the  agents  of  the  city.  If  we  refuse  to  run  the 
school  any  further,  it  will  be  perfectly  understood  by 
them,  and,  of  course,  there  will  be  no  more  bills  of 
this  nature  to  come  before  us.  As  we  have  received 
the  services  of  these  teachers,  it  is  nothing  but  fair 
that  they  should  be  paid. 

Alderman  Emery— I  apprehend  that  the  teachers 
of  the  public  achools  are  hired  by  the  year  and  are 
paid  by  the  year.  If  this  matter  is  referred  to  a  coifl- 
mlttee,  they  will  investigate  and  we  shall  know 
whether  the  City  Solicitor  has  given  any  opinion  or 
not.  It  Is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  the  city  Is 
liable. 

Alderman  Clark — And  it  is  questionable  whether 
we  have  not  th"  right  to  run  this  Normal  School. 
This  Is  to  be  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Good 
lawyers  have  decided  that  we  have  the  right,  and 
that  the  Nrrmal  School  Is  not  an  illegal  institution. 
The  teachers  have  faithfully  performed  their  duties, 
and  it  is  nothing  but  just  that  they  should  be  paid. 
I  hope  the  order  will  go  to  the  committee,  but  if 
there  is  to  be  final  action  taken  on  it  1  shall  vote  to 
pay  them. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  understand  that  they  have 
been  paid  for  all  their  legal  services.  I  go  in  for  pay- 
ing them  for  every  day  tney  have  spent  in  the, school, 
and  no  more.  Everybody  understands  why  the  veto 
came  and  what  caused  it.  I  think  the  school  ought 
to  be  illegal,  if  it  If  n't,  unless  It  be  agreed  that  a  girl 
receiving  an  education  there  shall  engage  to  teach 
for  a  certain  period  in  the  city.  As  it  is  now,  there 
is  no  certainty  that  any  one 
school  here  if  she  gets  through, 
eating  young  ladies  to  take 
about  long  enough,  and  we 
teachers  from  New  Hampshire  or  somewhere  else. 
Now  I  think  we  ought  not  to  pay    them   for  services 


of  them    will  take  a 

We  have  been  edu- 

schools  for  the  West 

have    to  get  our  own 
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which  are  not  rendered.  I  hope  everything 
will  be  honorably  and  fairly  passed  upon. 

Aldeiman  Clark — I  don't  understand  that  this  ques- 
tion has  been  before  this  Board  before,  and  I|  don't 
think  we  are  prepared  to  vote  upon  this  thing  intelli- 
gently tonight.  Nobody  is  able  to  say  whether  they 
ought  to  be  paid  up  to  the  first  of  July  or  September, 
and  the  only  way  to  have  this  done  is  to  refer  it  to 
some  committee.    * 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  facts  are  that  on  the  first 
of  May  we  received  the  veto  from  the  Mayor,  and  on 
the  19th  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  introduced  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  up  to  the  first  of  June,  and  in  reply  to  a 
question  from  myself,  he  stated  that  it  was  to  pay 
them  for  services  rendered,  and  nothing  more.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  School  Committee,  supposing  the 
money  would  be  paid,  put  the  names  of  these  teach- 
ers on  the  pay  roll  for  September,  and  they  were 
struck  from  it  by  the  Auditor,  as  he  was  in  duty 
bound. 

The  Board  voted  to  concur— b  to  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Gaffleld,  Bigelow,  Emery,  Qulncy, 
Brown  and  Clark — 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Sayward,  Power,  Stebbins  and 
GibBon— 4. 

ENLAKGING    CITY    HALL.. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  Council  in 
passing  the  order  authorizing  the  Commiitee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  hire  the  two  upper  stories  of  Niles 
Block,  and  to  connect  said  block  with  the  City  Hall 
by  a  bridge,  which  had  been  adopted  as  a  substitute 
for  the  order  authorizing  the  lease  of  the  buildiug  23 
Pemberton  square.  Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  if 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  favor  such  a 
project. 

Alderman  Gaflield— 1  was  about  to  say  that  I  hope 
the  Board  would  not  concur,  and  would  adopt  the 
original  report  of  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  Board  re- 
jected the  Bubstitute,  accepted  the  report  and  adopt- 
ed the  original  order. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  consider 
expediency  of  placing  a  gran'.te  curb  around  Orchard 
park,  came  from  the  Council  passed. 

Alderman  Power  said  this  matter  had  been  consid- 
ered by  the  committee,  but  owing  to  the  uncertainty 
of  the  shape  in  which  Orchard  park  would  ultimately 
be,  it  was  tiot  thought  prudent  to  pat  up  a  verj'  ex- 
pensive fence.  It  is  in  contemplation,  if  the  place  is 
reserved  by  the  city  as  a  public  square,  to  purchase 
more  land,  and  not  have  an  uneven,  unsafe  piece  of 
ground  as  it  is  at  present.  I  suppose  that  is  the  rea- 
son the  committee  pttt  in  that  order.  I  don't  think 
U  prudent  to  put  it  in  shape  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  snpp(.).-ed  that  a  wood- 
en fence  had  been  contracted  for.  It  seems  entirely 
out  of  character  to  place  an  expensive  curbing  on 
that  square  now. 

The  Board  concurred  with  the  Council  in  the  pass- 
age of  the  order. 

THE    FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Order  authorizing  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  reorganisation  of  the  Fire  Department  to  visit 
other  cities  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  flOOO,  came 
up  for  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy  hoped  the  order  would  not  pass. 
It  had  not  originated  in  any  action  of  the  committee, 
the  subject  never  having  been  mentioned  until,  at  the 
last  meeting,  when  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
it  had  bpcn  offered.  If  it  was  desired  to  instruct  or 
even  advise  the  committee  to  visit  other  cities,  they 
would  undoubtedly  comply,  otherwise  he  submitted 
it  was  time  enough  to  ofler  money  when  it  was  asked 
for.  He  did  not  believe  that  visiting  any  number  of 
cities  would  change  the  vote  of  any  member  of  the 
committee  upon  the  measure  asked  for  by  the  peti- 
tioners, and  he  thought  that  tlie  public  expected  and 
would  appreciate  prompt  action.  The  Cily  Council 
could  take  all  the  time  they  pleased  in  discussing  any 
measures  proposed,  but  after  the  minds  of  the  com- 
mittee were  evidently  made  up,  he  thought  their  re- 
port or  reports  should  be  laid  before  the  Council  and 
the  public,  wiih  the  least  possible  delay.  The  sooner 
this  is  done  the  more  time  is  given  for  public  dis- 
cussion of  the  measures  proposed,  for  their  respect- 
ive merits  and  demerits  to  be  pointed  out,  and  the 
greater  the  probability  of  wise  and  enlightened  ac- 
tion. He  moved  that  the  order  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Clark — I,  for  one,  should  be  in  favor  of 
granting  the  committee  money  to  visit  other  cities  as 
they  may  think  advisable.  It  is  desirable  that  they 
should  get  all  the  information  possible  before  they 
present  their  report  to  this  Government.  I  cannoT 
see  how  they  are  sufficiently  po.sted  with  the  work- 
ing of  commissions  in  other  cities.  I  came  here  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  the  order,  but   if  the  chairman  of 


the  committee  asks  for  an  indefinite  postponement 
shall  vote  for  it.     But  it  seems  to  me  a  committee  of 
as  much  importance  as  that   cannot  report   without 
first  having  examined  the  workings  of  departments 
in  cities  where  commissions  are  in  operation. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  feel,  with  the  alderman  from 
Ward  ti,  that  if  it  is  deemed  necessary  by  the  commit- 
tee they  should  have  the  privilege  of  visiting  other 
cities. 

Alderman  Quiiicy— I  will  change  that  motion  if  it 
is  desired,  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire 
Department,  that  they  may  decide  upon  it. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  suppose  that  the  order 
will  alter  the  matter,  or  that  it  obliges  the  committee 
to  go  abroad.  Therefore,  in  view  of  the  possibility 
of  their  voting  to  go,  it  may  be  better  to  pass  the 
order  now.  The  members  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  seemed  to  be  unanimously  in  favor  of  pass- 
ing the  order,  but  I  don't  see  anything  in  it  that 
obliges  the  committee  to  go  abroad  and  spend  the 
money. 

Alderman  Stebbins— After  the  statement  of  the 
chairman  of  the  eommitlee,  I  don't  see  how  we  can 
vote  in  favor  of  the  order.  He  says  it  won't  change 
the  minds  of  the  committee  if  they  vi.-il  all  the  cities 
in  the  country.  It  is  an  important  matter,  but  I  shall 
follow  his  lead. 

Alderman  Emery— The  subject  referred  to  this 
.committee  is  a  very  important  one,  moie  so,  in  fact, 
than  anything  referred  to  any  committee  for  a  year. 
Their  action  may  perpetuate  good  or  evil  beyond 
what  we  at  first  calculated.  The  committee  ought  to 
post  themselves  in  every  particular  as  to  the  working 
of  fire  commissions.  If  the  order  is  referred  to  the 
committee  before  anything  can  be  done  it  will  have 
to  go  back  to  the  Council,  which  would  take  consid- 
erable time. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  presume  that  this  committee 
have  the  official  returns  of  all  the  commissions  in  the 
country,  and  that  is  all  they  would  receive  if  they 
visited  other  cities.  All  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  T  understand  it,  is  now  in  their  hands.  If 
they  desired  to  go  I  should  vote  for  the  order,  but  I 
can't  see  why  they  want  to  go  to  get  information 
which  is  now  in  this  hall.  If  they  desire  to  go  I  am 
for  the  order,  and  if  they  do  not  1  am  against  it. 

Alderm-.in  i^uincy— Because  the  order  did  not 
originate  in  any  action  of  the  committee  it  was  my 
purpo.^e  to  opijose  it,  unless  the  eentlemen  wl^h  it, 
or  the  majority  .do  not  wish  to  take  the  attitude  of 
instructing  the  committee  to  go.  Still  I  wish  that 
the  order  would  he  indefinitely  postponed.  As  the 
Alderman  says  all  the  information  is  accesMble,  and 
no  other  ri-sult  can  be  obtained  except  to  strengthen 
members  in  their  opinions.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  commissioners  would  put  forth  their  best  efforts 
to  show  us  the  best  view  of  the  workings  of  the 
system,  but  I  don't  think  the  vote  of  any  member  of 
the  committee  would  be  ch.qnged.  On  this  particular 
subject  I  think  the  public  expect  prompt  action;  the 
sooner  will  its  merits  and  demerits  be  pointed  out. 
The  majority  will  be  ready  to  report  this  week,  and 
the  minority  will  also  be  able  to  report  at  the  same 
time,  and  we  may  get  through  the  business  of  the 
committee  in  that  time. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  am  fi-ee  to  confess  I  don't 
like  the  way  the  order  comes  in  here.  It  don't  look 
so  much  like  a  request  to  be  allowed  to  seek  informa- 
tion as  it  does  like  asking  for  the  privilege  of  making 
a  journey.  Gentlemen  in  the  other  branch  get  up 
and  ask  for  a  Ihousand  dollars  to  go  on  a  journey,  ■ 
when  the  other  members  of  the  committee  don't 
know  anything  about  it. 

Alderman  Quincy — In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Council  has  adjourned,  I  withdraw  my  motion  for  a 
reference  and  renew  my  motion  for  an  indefinite 
postponement. 

The  vote  being  taken  on  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, it  was  carried,  as  follows. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Quincy,  Bigelow,  Stebbins.  Clark, 
Gibson  and  Emery — 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Gaffield,  Power  and  Sayward— 3. 

MUSIC    ON    THK    COMMON. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  provide  music  on  the  Common  and  in  other 
sections  of  the  city,  at  an  expense  of  $2600.  Passed, 
in  concurrence — yeas  6.  nays  3,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Gaffield,  Gibson, 
Sayward  and  Stebbins.  * 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery  and  Power. 

Amotion  to  reconsider,  offered  by  Alderman  Clark, 
was  rejected. 

Alderman  Quincy  explained  that  he  had  paired  off' 
with  Alderman  Brown,  who  was  compelled  to  leave. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Clark,  Power 
and  Sayward  members  of  said  committee.  Messrs. 
Caton,    Burditt,    Prescott,    Bowles    and    Boardman 
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had  been  previously  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Coinicil. 

THE   SINKING    FUND. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
for  the  redemption  of  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Bos  on 
presented  their  fifth  semi-annual  report  for  the  six 
months  ending  June  30,  1873.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  sent  (?o\vn. 

The  groan  funded  debt,  June  30, 1873,  was. ..  .$30,543,616  80 
The  gross  funded  debt,  December  31,  1872, 

was 29,674,766  80 

Increase  of  the  gross  funded  debt  during  the 
six  months  ending  June  30, 1873 $868,850  OU 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds,  June 
30, 1873,  was $12,710,304  18 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds,  De- 
cember 31, 1872,  was 12,328,300  63 

Increase  of  redemption  funds  during  the  six 
months  ending  June  30, 1873 $382,003  55 

Net  debt,  June  30. 1873,  was $17,833,312  62 

Net  debt,  December  31, 1872,  was  17,346,466  17 

Increase  of  the  net  debt  during  the  six 
months  enulng  June  30, 1873 $486,846  45 

The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of 
the  various  revenue  and  sinking  funds: 

General  Debt,  Sinking  Fund.. .  .* 810,043,762  91 

"Water  Debt,  Sinking  Fuud 1,265,234  97 

Consolidated    Street    Improvement   Loan, 

Sinking  Fund 490,771  50 

Appropuatlon  and  Revenue  Fund,  1871-72...  147,825  29 

"      1872-73...  249,475  47 

Suffolk  Stroet  District,  Sinking  Fund 117,266  34 

KevenueFund 8,099  42 

Columbus  Avenue,  Sinking  Fund 9,846  63 

KevenueFund 25135 

Scollay's  Building,  Sinking  Fund 12.856  00 

Scollay's  Building,  Revenue  Fund 93  47 

Kingston  Strett,  Wldenlug,  Sinking  Fund...  19,9K6  66 

Kingston  Street,  V\liu-ning,  Revenue  Fund.  1,253  54 

Shawmut-Avenae  Extension,  Sinking  Fund,  20,780  34 

Shawmut-Avenixe  Extension,  Ki^venue  Fui'd  937  30 

Harrlson-AveuuK  Extensl.m,  Sinking  Fund,  20,524  24 

Harrison- Avenue  Extension,  Revenue  t  uud  844  32 
Dudley   and   other   streets.    Widening  and 

Grading.  Sinking  Fund 10,132  77 

Dudley   aud   ottier   streets.  Widening   and 

Grading,  Revenue  Fund 25  50 

Devonshire-Street  Extension.  Sinking  Fund  14.610  DO 
Devonshire-Street      Extension,      Revenue 

Fund 926  66 

Federal    Street  Bridge,  Widening,  Sinking 

Fund 5,260  56 

South   Market   Street    Extension,    Sinking 

Fund 8,870  00 

•■           "                 Revenue  Fund,  739  84 

Congress  Street  Widening,  Sinking  Fund 1,J10  00 

Revenue  Fund,  406  66 

Kneeland  Street  Widening,  Sinking  Fund  . ,  4,500  00 

"           "                  Revenue  Fund,  276  44 
Grammar   Schoolhouse,  L    Street,   Sinking 

Fund 5,40.1  00 

Back  Bay  Bridges,  Sinking  Fund 5,730  00 

Warren  Street  Widening,  Sinking  Fund 3,450  00 

Additional   Land,   Public   Library,  Sinking 

Fund 4,200  00 

Grammar     Schoolhouse,  Dudley    District, 

Sinking  Fund 5,400  00 

English  High  and  Latin  Schoolhouse  Lot, 

Sinking  Fund 16,800  00 

Burnt  District  Sterling  Loan,  Sinking  Fund  150,000  Oil 

Revenue  Fund  1,876  00 
Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Atherton  District, 

Sinking  Fund  .....' S,000  00 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Sinking  Fund 6,000  00 

Washington-street  Extension,  Sinking  Fund  45,000  00 
Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Atherton  District, 

Sinking  Fund 3,000  W 

Mather  Schoolhouse,  Ward  16,  Sinking  Fund  .    4,000  00 

$12,710,314  18 

The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of 
the  debt: 

Total  funded  debt,  Dec.  31, 1872 $29,674,766  80 

Increase  since 1,411,000  00 

$31,085  766  80 
Paid  from  Gen.  Debt  Sink.  Fund..  ..$16,150  00 

"      Reveuuefunds 120,000  00 

"        Appropriation  and  Revenue 
tunas,  1871-72 406,000  00 

542,150  00 

Gross  funded  debt,  June  30, 1873 30,543,616  80 

Less  Redemption  funds 12,710,304  18 

Net  debt"  June  30,  1873 $17,8.33,812  62 

THE   SUMMER   VACATION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That   when   this  Board   ad.journs,  on  the 

i28th  inst.,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  the   11th   day  of 

August,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 


RBPOKTS   or  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows:  J.  P.  Bearboru  and 
Seth  Robinson,  $38.o(),  ou  account  of  widening  Haw- 
ley  street;  Leonard  Ware,  $13,146,  on  account  of  the 
widening  of  Summer  street;  Leonard  Ware,  $12,354, 
on  account  of  the  widening  of  Federal  street;  John 
G.  Tappan,  executor.  $3900,  on  account  of  the  widen- 
ing of  Pearl  street;  to  John  C.  Haynes,  $13,000,  on 
account  of  the  widening  of  Summer  street,  and 
$4000  on  account  of  the  extension  of  Washington 
street  to  Haymarket  square.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported as  follows: 

Ordered,  Tjat  the  betterments  for  the  widening 
Kingston  street,  assessed  upon  tbe  estates  of 
Charles  L.  Goodnow  on  Edinboro'  street— $300  upon 
the  estate  of  said  Goodnow,  numbered  38  on  Edin- 
boro' street,  and  $150  on  the  estate  numbered  40,  on 
said  street — be  aud  the  same  hereby  are  reduced 
by  one  half,  leaving  the  amounts  due  upon  said  Good- 
now's  estate,  foi  said  Kingston-street  betterment  at 
$150  upon  the  estate  38  Edinboro'  street— and  $75 
upon  the  estate  40  Edinboro'  street— and  this 
upon  condition  of  the  payment  of  said  remainders 
to  the  ciiy. 

Kead  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday, 
August  11,  at  4  P.  iVI.,  on  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  for  leave  to  extend  their  location  by 
construction  of  tracks  in  Stoughton  street,  from 
Hancock  to  Hudson  stieet,  and  on  the  petition  of 
Henry  Sonther  for  the  removal  of  two  tracks  of  the 
South  Bo.-ton  Railroad  into  the  centre  of  Emerson 
street,  between  Broadway  and  Third  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  John 
Glennon  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  282  Dorches.- 
ter  ^treet.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  fiom  the  saraecommittee,  report-" 
edan  order  to  pay  Thomas  Kejes  eight  hundred  dollars 
for  damages  caused  to  his  e.-tate  by  the  raising  of 
the  grade  on  Athens  stieet.  Report  accepted  aud 
order  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cummings  & 
Carlisle,  leported  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  pave  Albany  street,  between  East  Canton 
and  East  Concord  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Estimated  cost  $26,000. 

Pa.-sed 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Licen- 
ses, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  of 
Henry  J.  Parker,  102  Harrison  avenue;  George 
Pierce,  177  Hanover  street,  and  J.  O.  Tjemblom  & 
Co.,  923  Fremont  street,  for  victuallers'  licenses;  and 
leave  to  withdraw  oh  the  applicaiion  of  Thomas  J. 
Clark,  121  Cambridge  street,  for  the  same.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  M.  J. 
Donovan,  Richardson  &  Co.,  Adams  &  Albee,  T.  Gal- 
vin,  John  S.  Robinson,  C.  E.  Skinner,  and  Henry  A. 
Bond  for  wa.gim  licenses;  and  of  twenty-nine  other 
applications  for  transfers  of  wagon  licenses;  also  in 
favor  of  granting  the  application  of  John  Somers  for 
license  for  a  one-horse  carriage  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bacon's  Hall,  and  in  favor  of  granting  a  pawn- 
broker's licenses  to  G.  W.  Stackpole,  45  Green  street, 
and  Nathan  Waxman,  344  Hanover  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  Edward 
McDonnell  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  at 
677  Saratoga  street,  and  of  Hall  &  Eaton  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  stable  on  First  street;  and  leave  to  with- 
drawn on  the  petitions  of  Charles  A.  Milant  for  leave 
to  occupy  a  stable  on  Border  street,  and  of  the  Bos- 
ton Metallic  Roofing  Company  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
stable  on  First  street.     Severally  acceoted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  ou  Sewers, 
reported  orders  for  heaimgs  on  Moudny,  28th  instant, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  applioation  for  sewers  in  Norfolk 
avenue  and  Kingston  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported orders  for  the  construction  of  common  sewers 
in  Brookline  avenue  hetweeii  Longwood  park  and 
Longwood  avenue,  and  in  Longwood  aveijue,  between 
Brookline  avenue  and  Autumn  street;  in  Chelsea 
street,  between  Marion  and  Brooks  streets;  in  Tudor 
street,  between  D  and  E  streets:  in  Folsom  place 
and  in  First  street,  between  K  and  L  streets.  Re- 
ports accepted  and  oi'ders  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported on  the  petition  of  Otis  H.  Weed,  for  relief 
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from  surface  water  from  Heath  street,   that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

Oh  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Devonshire  street,  between  State 
and  Washington  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks; 
expense  thereof  to  tie  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Devonshire  street.    Estimated  cost,  .f.500O. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  Purchase  street,  between  Pearl  and 
Gridley  streets,  and  upon  Gridley  street:  the  ex 
pense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Burnt  District. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grades  of 
Stoughton  street,  Brook  avenue.  North  avenue  and 
West  Cottage  street,  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan 
drawn  by  the  City  Suryeyor,  dated  June  25,  1873,  and 
deposited  in  the  otHce  of  the  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  collection  of  $71  04  levied  upon 
Jessie  Kierstead  for  a  sewer  in  West  Eagle  street,  be 
postponed  till  the  laud  is  drained  into  the  sewer. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Qnincy— 

Ordered.  That  the  armorv  occupied  by  Companies 
B,  and  D,  First  Battalion  Infantry,  at  Minot  Hall, 
corner  Springfleld  and  Washington  streets,  be  ap- 
proved as  a  suitable  and  safe  place  for  the  deposit  ot 
arms  and  equipments. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  orders  were  adopt- 
ed to  pay  companies  A,  B,  C,  D,'E,  F,  H,  I,  K,  of  the 


Ninth  Regiment,  $491,   and  the  band  of  the    same 
regiment  $90,  for  inspection  duty  in  May  last. 

THE   ASPHALT    WALKS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  requested  to  cause  the  asphalt  to 
be  removed  from  a  space  of  twenty  feet  in  radius 
from  the  trunks  of  the  elms  on  Tremont-street  Mall, 
near  the  corner  of  Park  street. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  offered  the  order  rather 
as  a  means  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares  to  the  matter,  and  as  a 
means  of  recording  a  protest  against  the  killing  of 
the  trees.  He  moved  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

He  offered  the  order,  he  said,  because  having  passed 
through  the  Common  the  other  day,  he  observed  that 
the  grounds  and  grass  near  the  asphalt  was  covered 
with  dead  leaves,  while  not  a  leaf  had  fallen  from  the 
treesnot  surrounded  by  the  asphalt.  Anyone  passing 
that  way  must  see  that  the  asphalt  must  have  suffocat- 
ed those  trees.  He  offered  this  order  as  a  protest  against 
a  mea.'sure  which  would  certainly  kill  three  fine  trees. 
Hr  would  .«ay  further  that  it  is '  very  evident  the' 
moisture  is  kept  from  the  roots.  The  roots  take  in 
moisture  at  the  ends,  and  no  water  ponred  around  the 
base  of  the  trunk  has  any  effect.  The  asphalt  her- 
metically seals  the  surface  and  no  moisture  can  pen- 
etrate it. 

The  order  was  referred. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTQg^. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Alderiuen, 

JULY    38,    1873. 

'Phe  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

REPORT   or   COMMISSION   ON  WOOD   PAVEMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  transmitting  the  following  report  of  th  ecom- 
mission  appointed  to  investigate  the  subject  of  wood 
pavements  and  the  methods  of  preserving  the  same. 
After  reciting  the  action  of  the  CUty  Government  in 
appointing  the  commission  the  report  says— 

The  first  meeting  of  the  commission  was  held  at 
the  office  of  Sbedd  &  Sawyer,  in  Barristers'  Hall. 
Dec.  20,  1872,  when  organization  was  effected  by  the 
choice  of  Edward  Sawyer  as  president  and  J.  M.  Mer- 
rick secretary.  Public  notice  was  given  in  the  daily 
journals  that  the  commission  would  give  hearings  to 
all  interested  parties,  and  then  such  meetings  were 
held  in  the  City  Hall.  Patentees  and  parties  interest- 
ed in  wooden  pavements  and  the  preservation  of 
wood  appeared  at  those  hearings  and  set  forth  their 
views  and  the  merits  of  their  processes.  The  com- 
missioners have  held  numerous  private  sessions,  at 
which  the  matters  in  question  have  been  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  they  have  also  visited  and  inspected 
various  pieces  of  wooden  pavement  in  this  city.  They 
have  dechi.ed  invitations  to  visit  other  places  at  the 
expense  of  the  persons  inviting  them.  As  the  result 
of  their  labors  they  submit  this  report,  which  takes 
up,  first,  the  matter  of  the  preservation  of  wood,  and, 
secondly,  the  construction  and  laying  of  pavements. 

Preservation— in  regard  to  th"  matter  of  the  ^pres- 
ervation  of  wood  for  paving  purposes,  your  commis- 
sioners have  to  say  that  they  have  patiently  and  dili- 
gently sought  for  information  upon  the  subject,  and 
have  listened  to  the  statements  of  numerous  patent- 
ees and  interested  parties.  Each  process  is  very 
warmly  praised  by  those  interested,  and  the  patentees 
of  one  process  fail,  of  course,  to  see  any  merit  in 
their  competitors'  methods  of  preservation.  So  far 
as  your  commissioners  know,  there  is  no  wooden 
pavement  in  this  city  which  has  been  down  long 
enough  to  afford  a  proper  test,  which  does  not  show 
considerable  deterioration,  owing  either  to  defective 
treatment  or  defects  in  construction,  and  they  have 
not  been  able  to  find  a  preservative  process  cheap 
and  efficient  enough  to  be  recommended  to  the  city 
without  qualification.  The  leading  processes  brought 
to  your  commissioners'  notice  are— 

1.  Treatment  of  the  wooden  blocks  with  hot  oil; 
the  so-called  dead  oils,  and  other  similar  oils.  Of 
this  it  may  be  said  that  the  complete  .saturation  of 
the  wooden  block  with  dead  oil  affords,  perhaps,  the 
most  perfect  preservation  it  is  possible  to  attain,  but 
this  method  must  he  put  entirely  out  of  the  question 
on  account  of  the  expense  which  the  large  quantity 
of  oil  required  necessarly  involves,  and  the  slipperi 
ness  of  the  surface  of  the"  blocks.  The  partial  or  in- 
complete treatment  of  the  wooden  blocks  with  oil  or 
tar  can  hardly  be  recommended,  and  especially  is  the 
practice  of  tarring  each  end  of  the  block  to  be  avoid- 
ed, as  in  this  case  the  wood  invariably  rots  in  the 
middle.  It  is  claimed  that  a  partial  saturation  of  the 
blocks  with  oil  under  proper  conditions  will  add 
much  to  their  durability,  preserving  them,  in  fact, 
for  an  indefinite  time.  While  this  may  be  the  case, 
your  commissioners  have  no  positive  proof  that  this 
process  will  do  its  work  well  enough  to  justify  them 
in  recommending  it  to  the  city. 

2d.  Kyanizing,  or  the  treatment  of  wood  by  long 
immersion  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  mercury,  is 
undoubtedly  a  very  effective  preservative  process, 
but  your  commissioners  helieve  it  is  inapplicable  for 
two  reasons,  viz.,  Its  expense,  which  is  large,  on 
account  of  the  cost  of  salt  of  mercury,  and  also  on 
account  of  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the  workmen 
employed. 

3d.  Burnettizing.  or  treating  wood  with  a  solution 
of  chloride  of  zinc,  seems  to  be  the  process  to  which 
in  practice  we  are  reduced;  and  here  the  evidence 
laid  before  the  commission  has  been  of  rather  a  con- 
tradictory nature.  Many  discrepancies  in  the  state- 
ments brought  to  us  may  have  had  their  origin  in  the 
fact  that  wood  said  to  have  been  burnettized  had  not 
been  located  at  all  or  perfectly  treated;  hut  making 
allowance  for  this  there  seems  to  have  been  some 
cases  in  which  the  treatment  has  failed  to  add  to  the 
durability  of  the  wood. 

Still,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  so  far  as  your 
commissioners  are  informed,  it  has  succeeded  reason- 
ably well.  It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that 
paving  blocks  but  a  few  inches  long,  cut  across  the 
grain,  and  set  on  end,  are  under  conditions  different 
from  and  probably  much  more  trying  than  those  to 
which  long  timbers  are  ordinarily   exposed.     But,  on 


the  whole,  your  commissioners  consider  this  process 
the  best  at  present  available  for  preserving  wood  to 
be  used  for  pavements.  Your  commis.sioners  are  of 
opinion  that  if  the  city  adopts  any  method  of  preserv- 
ing blocks  to  be  used  for  pavements,  some  additional 
security  should  be  had  that  the  treatment  of  the  wood 
shall  be  thorough  and  complete. 

ConsfrvcHon  of  Wood  Pavemmfs.  For  durability 
under  the  wear  of  travel,  spruce  seems  to  have  few 
if  any  equals  amongst  the  woods  in  common  use. 
This  and  its  moderate  cost  make  it  rather  the  best 
material  for  wood  pavements,  provided  its  resistance 
to  decay  can  be  sufficiently  increased  by  preservative 
treatment.  A  firm  foundation  is  indispensable  for 
making  a  good  pavement.  To  make  such  a  founda- 
tion, the  earth  of  which  it  is  composed  should  be 
saturated  with  water  and  rolled.  Many  attempts 
have  been  made  to  overcome  or  mitigate  the  bad  ef- 
fects of  unequal  settlement  in  foundations,  by  the 
use  of  flooring  under  the  blocks,  also  by  interlocking 
the  blocks,  and  by  the  use  of  connecting  pieces  be- 
tween them.  But  a  flooring  one  or  two  inches  thick 
is  not  stiff  enough  to  carry  heavy  loads  over  depres- 
sions or  cavities  of  any  considerable  size,  and  it  is 
hardly  practicable  to  interlock  or  connect  the  blocks 
strongly  enough  to  do  this  during  any  long  time. 
When  there  are  cavities  or  .soft  places,  the  pavement 
soon  cripples  down  under  ordinary  use. 

Floorings  and  connections  are  inconvenient  when, 
as  often  happens,  it  becomes  necessary  to  take  up 
pavements  for  obtaining  access  to  pipes  or  sewers. 
Where  portions  of  a  pavement  are  taken  up  and  ex- 
cavations are  made,  it  is  difficult  to  refill  and  restore 
the  pavement  so  that  its  surface  will  remain  uniform 
with  that  of  the  adjoining  pavement,  which  has  not 
been  disturbed,  Your  commissioners  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  a  very  large  portion  of  'the  repairs  of 
street  pavement  is  necessitated  by  the  frequent  tear 
ing  up  for  obtaining  access  to  water  pipes,  gas  pipes 
and  repairs  on  the  same,  or  for  drains.  Too  often 
the  repaving  and  refilling  are  improperly  done,  and 
rhe  result  is  a  bad  depression  or  a  disagreeable  eleva- 
tion tending  to  produce  a  depression  on  each  side. 

If  a  wood  pavement  is  to  be  laid  on  an  unconsoli- 
dated foundation,  flooring  or  connections  may  retard 
unequal  settlement  considerably,  if  the  travel  is 
light,  and  slightly  under  heavy  travel;  but  they  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  to  keep  the  pavement  in 
permanent  good  condition.  Your  commissioners  be- 
lieve that  that  the  best  method  of  constructing  wood 
pavements  is  as  follows:  The  rows  of  blocks  should 
be  set  square  across  the  street,  and  should  be  about 
four  Inches  thick  at  the  top.  with  spaces  of  about 
one-half  inch  between  the  rows.  This  may  be  done 
with  "blocks  of  uniform  thickness  set  apart  or  with 
tapering  blocks  half  an  inch  thicker  at  bottom  than 
at  top.  The  latter  arrangement  is  the  more  costly, 
but  it  is  believed  by  some  that  it  will  stand  better, 
by  reason  of  its  covering  the  whole  surface  of  the 
foundation.  Longer  trial  is  necessary  to  settle  this 
point  beyond  dispute.  Blocks  with  onlj  a  slight 
chamfer  at  the  top  leave  the  interspace  too  narrow  as 
the  blocks  wear  down.  I 

Co7ism/cfio)i  of  Stone  Pavements.  Your  commis- 
sioners consider  it  important  to  have  a  firm  founda- 
tion for  a  stone  pavement.  If  a  foundation  settles 
much,  it  generally  settles  unequally.  Your  commis- 
sioners recommend  granite  blocks  four  inches  thick 
and  eight  inches  high,  well  fitted  and  set  close  to- 
gc  ther,  in  rows  square  across  the  street,  as  the  best 
form  of  stone  pavement  known  to  them.  Mr.  W  hid- 
den understands  the  order  under  which  this  commis- 
sion is  acting  to  call  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  relative 
merits  of  stone  and  wooden  pavements;  the  other 
members  of  the  commission  do  not  so  construe  the 
order;  and  hence  express  no  opinion  on  this  matter. 
Mr,  Whidden  desires  to  say  that,  with  our  present 
experience  and  knowledge,  wooden  pavements  must 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  luxuries  of  the  age,  and 
should  be  restricted  to  particular  locations,  and  grad- 
ually applied  until,  at  least,  a  more  extended  practi- 
cal trial  is  had.  Its  merits  seem  to  he  its  freedom 
from  noise,  its  producing  less  obstruction  to  the 
traction  of  vehicles,  and  less  wear.  This  is  very 
agreeable  and  pleasant.  To  offset  this,  it  is  expen- 
sive at  start,  if  properly  done,  depreciates  and  decays 
early,  and  is  entirely  lost  after  a  few  years. 

Essays.  Your  petitioners  have  received  a  large 
number  of  essays  for  examination,  several  of  which 
show  evidence  of  care  and  study.  By  the  direction 
of  your  commissioners,  each  essay  was  accompanied 
by  the  writer's  name,  inclosed  in  an  envelope  bear- 
ing a  motto  corresponding  to  one  upon  the  essay. 
The  successful  essay  has  been  opened. 

Your  commissioners  are  unanimous  in  according  the 
premium  to  the  writer  of  the  essay  indorsed  "Com- 
petition"—Mr.  P.  W.  Clarke  of  Boston. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  M.  Merrick,  Nathaniel  O.  Hart, 

James  T.  Babcock,        Edward  Sawter. 
Thomas  J.  Whidden, 
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The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  'and  'Ordered  to  l)o 
printed. 

EXECUTIVE    ArPOtNTMENTS   CONFIKMED. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay — Charles  A. 
Metcalf,  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  Franklin  M.  Miner,  in 
connection  with  their  dnties  in  the  City  Surveyor's 
•office;  William  Hannin,  Lyceum  Hall  and  its  vicinity. 
Ward  16. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Charles  H.  Sawyer. 

Members  of  the  Fire  Department— Addison  Get- 
T-hell,  driver;  John  A.  Shannon,  Jr.,  and  T.  P.  Fitz- 
gerald, firemen;  Henry  T.  Welch,  Ossian  P.  Adains. 
George  H.  Robinson,  hosemen;  Fred  L.  Wilson, 
John  Tileston,  Richard  W.  Hitchcock,  members; 
Walter  Dalrymple,  foreman  Hose  Company  No.  8; 
Joseph  W.- Fowler,  foreman  Engine  Company  No.  1 ; 
John  Brown,  foreman  Hose  Company  No.  12. 

CONSTABLE   WHITTIBR  REJIOVBD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  as  follows: 

"The  Mayor,  having  been  satisfied  that  Nathaniel 
Whittier  has  been  guilty  of  gross  misconduct  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties  as  a  constable  of  this 
city,  recommends  his  removal  from  office,  to  take 
efl'ect  from  and  after  this  date." 

The  Question  being  on  adopting  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  Honor  the  Mayor — 

Alderman  Quincy  said,  This  case  has  been  repre- 
sented to  me  as  one  in  which  it  would  not  be  inad- 
visable to  give  the  accused  a  little  time  to  present  his 
version.  The  oflence  is  certainly  a  grave  one;  it  cer- 
tainly merited  the  reprimand  it  has  received  from  the 
public;  but  at  the  same  time  this  is  represented  to  be 
a  worthy  oflticer,  who  has  been  in  office  onljf  a  short 
time.  We  ought  not  to  revoke  his  commission  with- 
out giving  him  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  I  make 
the  request  at  the  solicitation  of  some  members  of 
the  bar,  and  move  that  the  subject  be  laid  on  the 
table  till  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Gibson — C'oiistable 'Whittier  has  had  a 
fair  opportunity  before  the  Mayor  and  the  Police 
Committee  to  present  all  the  evidence  in  his  case 
with  counsel.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the 
young  man  was  determined  to  annoy  the  officers 
of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company.  He  was 
offered  a  bond  of  a  hundred  dollars,  he  was 
offered  anolher  car,  but  would  not  accept  either. 
For  a  long  time  a  large  amount  of  goods  had  been 
stolen  from  tlie  company's  cars,  and  these  parties 
who  had  this  attachment  issued  were  suspected 
.of  being  connected  with  the  robbery.  Young 
Whittier  goes  down  and  attaches  this  car, 
just  as  the  train  was  starting,  and  would  n't  allow  it 
to  be  removed.  The  superititeudent  offered  another 
car,  but  that  woitld  have  no  effect;  he  would  take  no 
other  property.  Finally,  President  Stearns  came 
down  and  Whittier  declined  to  take  the  hundred  dol- 
lars offered  by  him.  President  Stearns  then  took  the 
responsibility  of  ordering  the  car  set  off  on  a  side 
track,  so  that  the  train  v\as  detained  only  about  five 
minutes.  It  was  clearly  an  understood  thing  between 
Whittier  and  these  parties;  there  is  no  question  ^that 
they  thought  to  extort  forty  dollars  from  the  railroad 
company.  The  train  did  not  go  forward  at  length 
by  Whittier's  consent.  Tliis  is  a  pretty  seri- 
ous matter.  I  know  something  more  of  this  case 
than  this  Board  does,  and  I  think  this  mere  discharge 
Isn't  the  punishment  he  deserves.  He  has  got  hold 
of  a  branch  of  bn.siness  that  he  don't  understand.  I 
should  like  to  have  had  all  the  gentlemen  who  sit 
here  hear  the  evidence  in  the  case.  If  five  hundred 
merc'~.ants  had  heard  it,  there  is  not  one  but  would 
have  said  he  should  be  discharge;!. 

Alderman  CJuincy— There  seems  to  be  some  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  facts.  The  gentlemen  who 
spoke  to  me  this  morning  assured  me  that  no  money 
had  been  offered.  This  gentleman  (Mr.  Thayer)  rep- 
resented this  young  Whittier  as  an  efficient  officer, 
though  he  nndoubtedly  deserved  rebuke,  T  was  nol 
aware  that  the  matter  had  received  the  investigation 
as  stated  by  the  Alderman,  or  that  the  officer  had  .ni 
opportunity  to  defend  himself.  I,  therefore,  with- 
draw my  motion 

Whittier   was  represented 

selection.     It    was  evident 

It    was     so    palpable    an 


Alderman   Gibson— Mr 
by   counsel  of  his   own 
fbat    he    had    no    case, 
.sirrangemeni    to   trouble  the  railroad 


company  and 
no  argil  ni  en  1 


;innov  the   passengers   that  there   wa> 
)eft  for  his  counsel. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  satisfied  that  the  affair  has 
I'eceived  the  full  investigation  it  should  have,  and  I 
withdraw  my  motion. 

Alderman' Gibson— The  presidenl  of  the  railroad 
/•ompany  swears  on  his  oath  that  he  ottered  to  give 
Whittier  .$100,  but  he  would  not  take  il. 

The  Board  voted  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  dismiss  Conslalile  Whit- 
tier, 

Alderman  Stebbins- In  this  connection  1  would  like 
i.ci  ask  Alderman  Gibson  a  question.  I  notice  that  we 
Jiave  a  large  number  of  s))ecial  polici-  appointed  every 


year.  Have  they  any  power  to  serve  warrants  or  ar- 
rest parties,  and  are  they  not  liable  if  they  do  make 
an  arrest  V 

Alderman  Gibson— I  understand  that  they  have  no 
authority  whatever.  It  is  simply  a  bluff  game.  I 
don't  linow  of  an  instance  where  a  special  police 
officer  has  attempted  to  arrest  a  man.  But  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  star  they  wear  will  do  some  good,  and 
I  don't  know  but  it  has  done  some  valuable'service. 

The  mcmthly  bills  and  pay  roll  of  the  Suffolk  County 
Jail,  amounting  to  .$4401  21,  were  presented  by  Sheriff 
Clark,  and  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

FIREMAN   REMOVED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chief- 
Engineer  Dainrell  transmitting  the  cause  of  the 
discharge  from  the  Fire  Department  of  George 
A.  Kennison,  viz.,  for  using  profane  and  insulting 
language  in  the  ladder  house  to  ladies  residing  there. 
Placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS  PKESENTEB   AND   REFERRED. 

Of  John  Sullivan,  for  leave  to  construct  a  base- 
ment cellar,  corner  Kneeland  and  Albany  streets,  be- 
low grade ;  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings. 

Of  M.  Doherty,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  forty  horses  on  Broadway. 

Of  Henry  Doherty,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twelve  horses  at  137  Ruggles  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

Of  Charles  C.  Barry,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
to  his  estate  on  Alpine  street. 

Of  Charles  Roberts,  for  damages  caused  by  the 
grading  of  Regent  and  Alpine  streets. 

Of  B.  F.  S.  Bullard  et.  a/,.,  for  sidewalk  on  Tremont 
street,  between  Ruyigles  and  Pynchon  streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Of  E.  A.  Cushman  and  others,  thatLinwood  square 
may  be  graded,  and  that  curbstones  and  sidewalks 
may  be  laid  around  the  same  ;  to  the  Committe,  on 
Commoii,  etc. 

Of  Avery  Wellington  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in 
Highland  street,  Ward  15;  to  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers. 

Of  Engine  Co.  No.  14,  for  permission  to  leave  the 
city  ;  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Of  John  Richie  et  al,  for  leave  tw  use  a  steam  en- 
gine ;  order  of  notice  issued. 

Of  Co.  H.,  Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  for  new  gun 
rack  ',  tojtlie  Committee  on  Armories. 

Of  Jourdain  and  Davison,  for  a  license  to  keep  an 
anatomical  museum  at  .542  Washington  street  ;  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Ju- 
ry, submitting  recommendations  as  to  the  treatment 
of  criminals  and  loduers,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  relative  to  the  construction  of 
a  sewer  in  Norfolk  avenue  having  come  up  for  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Bishop,  counsel  for  the  trustees  of 
the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  asked  that  the 
matter  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
as  they  desired  to  be  heard  and  had  had  no  oppor- 
tunity, having  only  heard  of  it  through  the  notice  in 
the  papers. 

The  Boord  voted  to  recommit  the  order,  as  re- 
quested. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  sewer  in  Kingston  street, 
between  Bedford  and  Summer  streets,  was  consid- 
ered, and  ohjection  being  made,  the  order  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  the  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  Cum- 
mings  &  Carlyle  to  erect  a  steam  boiler,  no  objection 
was  offered,  and  the  petition  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

REPORTS   OP    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Car- 
berry  for  leave  to  erect  a  range  of  wooden  sheds  at 
1482  Tremont  street,  beyond  the  legal  limits,  report- 
ed that  the  petitioner  liad  conformed  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  ordinance,  and  no  action  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council.     .Accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported "no  action  necessary"  on  the  petition  of 
Newton  Morton  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
beyond  the  legal  requirements  on  K  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Commit'i,ee  on  Markets, 
reported  favorably  on  the  petition  of  Haskell  W 
Gleason,  that  his  lease  of  cellar  No,  1:^  Faneuil  Hall 
Market  be  twinsf erred  to  C.  T.  Dunn.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  (\)mmittee  on  Health, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  i)etition  of  S.  Weld  and 
others,  for  an  investigation  as  to  the  award  of  the 
offal  contract  of  S.  Ward  &  Co.,  in  1872.  reported  that 
after  two  jn'otraeted  heatings  iijion  the  subject,  the 
last  of  which  was  alteiuh'd  by  the  full  Committee 
on    Health  of  1872,  they  are  imanimoii.sly  of  the  opin- 
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ion  that  the  city's  interest  has  lieen  best  promoted  hy 
the  coui'se  pursued,  and  fully  sustain  the  action  of 
said  committee  in  the  award  made  by  them.  The 
committee  recommend  that  said  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

Alderman  (Tibson.  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  favorably  on  the  petitions  of  Daniel  Monies, 
F.  F.  Hill,  Thomas  H.  McDonald,  K.  J.  Elder,  James 
Jellerson  ef  a/.,  W.  R.  Gerrish,  Charles  Newhall, 
Herman  Grundell,  Thomas  Mnlrcnan.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions  of  W.  H. 
Dow,  James  F.  Cleary,  Joseph  H.  Clough.  F.  O. 
Clark,  Arthur  Deady.     Reports  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  ordeis  to  pay  damages  for  grading  of  streets 
as  follows:  Dolly  Konuey,  wife  of  Thomas  Kenney. 
73  Regent  street,  $876;  James  Donnelly,  75  Regent 
street,  $1040;  Caroline  G.  Nichols,  .5fl  Alpine  street, 
$800. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Francis  C. 
Hersey  ef  al.,  that  the  name  of  Dorchester  street  be 
changed  to  Summit  avenue. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  petition  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Paving  with  authority  to 
grant  the  parties  another  hearing,*for  the  reason  that 
the  petitioners  did  not  see  the  notice  and  were  desir- 
ous of  being  heard.   The  sub.iect  was  recommitted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows:  Robert  Treat 
Paine  and  Charles  J.  Paine,  $2970  2.5,  for  land  taken 
in  widening  Ruggles  street;  VVilliam  Litchfield,  $42,- 
452,  for  land  taken  in  widening  Broad  street;  GiTnerl 
Evans,  $5005,  for  land  taken  in  widening  Bedford 
street;  Donald  Kennedy,  $]074,  for  land  taken  from 
Noah  D.  Joyce  in  widening  Walnut  avenue:  Andrew 
J.  Morse,  $7:300,  for  land  taken  in  widening 
Congress  street;  James  Barrett,  $1:^08  50,  for 
land  taken  in  widening  Lincoln  street;  Andrew 
M.  Morton,  $18,2.50,  for  land  taken  inextendingWash- 
ington  street  to  Haymarket  square;  Adeline  Bartletl, 
administratrix,  $4050,  for  land  taken  in  widening 
Hawley  street,  upon  an  estate  of  the  heirs  of 
Theodore  Bartlett;  Augustus  Meisel,  $101  .50, 
for  land  taken  in  widening  Ashmont  street; 
heirs  of  Jonathan  Brigham,  $22:^9,  for.  land 
taken  in  widening  Cottage  street;  Edward  A. 
White,  $12,0.50,  for  land  taken  in  widening  Hawley 
street;  heirs  of  David  Sears,  $2900,  for  land  taken  in 
extending  Washington  street  to  Haymarket  square; 
John  Ritchie,  John  Ritchie,  2d,  and  Elis;abeth  Lewis. 
$11,066,  for  land  taken  in  widening  Federal  street; 
John  Ritchie,  John  Ritchie,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  Lewis, 
$22.8:34,  for  land  taken  in  widening  Franklin  street ; 
Mary  E.  Bird,  .$14,415,  for  land  taken  in  extending 
Washington  street  to  Haymarket  square;  Andrew  M. 
Morton,  .$18,250,  for  land  taken  in  extending  Wash- 
ington street  to  Haymarket  square. 

Severally  rend  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed orders,  notifying  Joseph  G.  Russell  to  remove  ob- 
structions from  Congress  street  by  August  10,  and 
notifying  H.  H.  Huniiewell,  Peleg  W.  Chandler,  heirs 
of  Sara  A.  Brown,  Aaron  C.  Baldwin  and  Asa  P. 
Morse  to  remove  obstructions  from  Essex  street  by 
August  15. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition 
of  Robert  MeHenry  for  a  wagon  stand  at  78  Phillips 
street;  of  Henry  F.  Williams,  for  a  billiard  license  at 
109  Cambridge  street;  of  Cyrus  R.  Jones,  for 
victuallers  license  at  11  Boylston  street;  of  Charles 
P.  Chipman,  to  run  a  hack  to  Eastern  Depot;  of 
Daniel  C.  Sisson,  for  license  to  keep  an  intelligence 
oflice  at  l;3  School  street;  of  Henry  Wright,  to  keep  a 
junk  store  at  415  Second  street;  of  John  Fiiels,  to 
keep  a  junk  store  at  19:3  Endicott  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions  of  Frank 
A.  Caswell  and  G.  R.  Reichardt  for  victuallers  license. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
W.  L.  Deland.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  an  order  revokinar,  for  cause,  the 
license  of  Osborne  Chase  as  victualler,  at  8V1  Wash- 
ington street.     The  order  was  passecl. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Committee  on  Ceme- 
teries, reported  inexpedient  on  the  petition  of  J. 
Munsell  for  assistance  in  the  publication  of  his  work 
on  cemeteries.     Accepted. 

THE   NORMAL    SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  to  pay 
the  salaries  of  the  Normal  School  teachers  to  SeDtem- 


ber  1st,  having  considered  tlie  subject,  reported  that 
in  the  month  of  April  an  order  was  jjassed  to  pro- 
vide rooms  in  the  Rice  School  building  for  the  use 
of  the  Normal  School,  which  order  was  vetoed  by  the 
Mayor  on  May  1st,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor,  that  the  City  Government  has  no 
authority  to  establish^a  Normal  School,  such  schools 
being  already  established  and  supported  by  the  State 
Government  in  dilfercnt  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 
I'nder  this  deci.*ion  the  school,  after  May  1st,  had  uo 
longer  any  legal  existence,  and  the  engagement  made 
by  the  School  Committee  with  the  teachers  of  said 
school  for  one  year  were  rendered  null  and  void. 

But  as  these  teachers  were  not  aware  of  this  ille- 
gality of  their  appointments  it  was  not  considered 
equitable  to  cut  off  their  salaries  at  once,  and  the 
Government  ordered  them  to  be  paid  up  to  the  first 
of  June.  Eight  months  of  the  year  only  had  passed 
when  the  school  was  declared  illegal,  and  the  teach- 
ers have  been  paid  for  nine  months  of  service.  The 
order  under  consideration  contemplates  their  pay- 
ment for  the  remaining  three  months  of  the  year. 
The  School  Committee,  in  the  face  of  the  MayorV« 
veto,  not  only  kept  the  Normal  School  in  operation 
after  May  1,  bin  have  reelected  the  head  master  for 
another  year.  Your  committee  propose  to  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor  and  its  logical  re- 
sults, until  set  aside  by  the  Supreme  Court,  .and 
therefore  recommend  that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  question  being  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port, Alderman  Clark  said.  I  have  uo  objection  to 
accepting  the  report  of  the  committee,  provided 
some  arrangement  can  be  made  to  pay  the  teach- 
ers for  the  whole  year.  I  don't  see  why  the  teach- 
ers of  the  Normal  School  should  be  treated  dif- 
ferently from  those  in  the  grammar  oi  other  schools. 
They  were  engaged  for  twelve  months,  just  as  the 
teachers  in  the  primary,  grammar  or  Latin  schools 
were,  and  should  not  be  made  to  suffer  by  the  mis- 
doings of  the  School  Committee.  If  the' city  was 
running  this  school  illegally,  they  should  not  be 
made  to  sutTer.  If  the  High  and  Normal  schools 
were  part  and  parcel  of  each  otlier,  then, 
so  far  as  the  Normal  School  goes,  it  has  been 
illegal  for  twenty  years.  For  the  time  being,  I 
admit  that  the  Normal  School,  as  at  present 
constituted,  is  illegal.  But  should  the  teachers  suffer 
from  that  fact?  Their  services  were  engaged  for  the 
year  18V2-7.'3,  during  the  school  term,  which  ends  on 
the  first  Monday  in  September.  The  teachers  of  the 
other  schools  have  a  vacation  during  July  and  Au- 
gust, and  why,  I  ask,  should  the  Normal  School 
teachers  he  treated  differently  from  the  others"?  1 
would  not  propose  to  jiay  them  »  single  dollar  for 
the  year  to  come,  notwithstanding  that  the 
committee  have  decided  to  run  this  school  during 
the  coming  year.  If  they  undertake  to  teach  during 
next  year  they  take  the  chances  of  getting  their  sala- 
ries. Out  as  they  were  employed  hy  the  School  Com- 
mittee, who  receive  authority  to  do  so  from  us,  there 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  treated  just  rhe 
.same  as  the  other  teachers.  The  teachers  of  the  Nor- 
mal School  are  not  to  blame  for  our  running  this 
illegal  institution,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  refuse  to 
do  justice  to  them  and  pay  them  for  the  terms  for 
1872-73.  I  do  not  understand  that  this  is  a  unanimous 
report  of  the  committee  either. 

Alderman  G<itfield— It  was  the  report  of  the  maj  ority 
of  the  committee.  Reports  are  not  necessarily  unan- 
imous. 

Alderman  Emery— At  the  last"  mee'ing  1  favored 
having  this  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  for  inquiry.  For  my  part  I  am 
very  unwilling  to  vote  against  paying  those  teachers 
their  salaries.  If  they  have  performed  their  services 
for  the  year,  I  see  no  good  reason  why  we  should  n't 
pay  them  as  well  as  the  other  teachers,  as  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  6  has  remarked.  I  should  be  very 
unwilling  to  have  them  lose  their  pay  for  the  balance 
of  the  year.  They  have  served  the  city  faithfully; 
they  were  hired  as  all  the  other  teachers  have  been, 
and  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  pay  them.  Of  course, 
the  committee  could  report  no  other  way  than  they 
uave  done,  but  I  think  nevertheless  that  the  teachers 
should  have  thuir  pay,  and  I,  for  one,  will  vote  to 
give  it  to  them. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  both  the  Aldermen  are 
mistaken  when  they  say  that  these  teachers  were 
hired  for  a  year.  I  say  thej'  were  not.  As  that  re- 
port states,  they  served  and  got  pay  for  one  month 
after  this  school  was  pronounced  illegal,  and  they 
have  taken  the  chances  by  staying  there  longer. 
These  salaries  should  not  be  paid  until  it.  is  decided 
whether  this  school  is  legal  or  not.  The  School  Com- 
mittee have  seen  fit  to  reelect  the  teachers  in  the  face 
of  the  veto  message  of  the  Mayor,  and  the  teachers 
have  seen  fit  to  stay  there.  I  think  we  should  stand 
by  our  Mayor  and  legal  adviser  until  we  see  whether 
we  have  the  right  to  run  this  school  or  not. 

Alderman  Clark— No  one  proposes  to  run  against 
the  action  of  the  City  Solicitor  or  the  Mayor.  I  agree 
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with  them  that  tlic  school  is  illegal;  there  is  no  ques- 
tion ill  my  mind  on  that  point.  But  I  do  think  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  is  wrong  when  he  says  these 
teachers  are  employed  for  less  than  twelve  months. 
They  are  employed  for  the  school  year  of  187^-73  hy 
the  School  Committee.  It  is  not  becoming  this  Board 
to  allow  our  prejudice's  to  stand  in  the  way  of  our  do- 
ing right.  The  question  is  this:  Shall  we  treat  those 
whom  we  have  employed  with  justice  and  equity  y 
Shall  we  treat  the  teachers  of  the  Normal  School  with 
the  same  fairness  that  we  do  the  teachers  of  the  gram- 
mar and  the  Latin  schools.  It  would  be  treating 
them  with  injustice  if  we  And  out  during  the  last 
term  of  this  scho.il  that  it  is  illegal  and  then  during 
the  last,  week  of  the  term  say,  these  teachers  have 
been  teaching  in  an  illegal  school,  therefore  we  will 
•refuse  to  pay  them,  and  they  must  spend  one-hall' 
the  money  due  them  in  order  to  sue  us  for  the  rest. 

Alderman  Cutter,  having  called  Alderman  Gibson 
to  the  Chair,  said — 

The  Alderman  has  stated  the  question  differently 
from  what  it  really  is.  When  this  subject  was  first 
before  the  Board  i;tliink  the  Alderman  asked  the 
question  if  they  were  coming  in  here  for  more  pav, 
and  was  answered  that  they  were  not.  Now  they 
come  again.  The  teachers  are  not  hired  for  a  year. 
They  do  not  receive  any  pay  after  they  are  dis- 
charged. And  if  they  are  hired  by  the  year,  it  is  for 
the  financial  year  which  begins  on  the  first  of  May. 
Therefore  they  are  not  entitled  to  pay  for  service's. 
because  they  have  not  rendered  any,  because  the  pay 
would  not  be  due  till  the  first  of  September. 
But  in  the  face  and  ej'es  of  the  veto  of  the 
Mayor  it  is  n't  judicious  to  pay  them  in  advance  for 
their  services.  It  will  be  no  use  to  pass  this  bill,  for 
the  Mayor  will  veto  it,  as  it  will  he  his  duty  to  do.  I 
don't  think  it  would  be  best  for  this  Board  to  put  it- 
self in  an  illegal  position.  I  think  the  gentleman  has 
been  put  up  to  fever  heat  on  this  subject  by  the 
School  Committee,  who  on  the  first  of  July  reelected 
the  teachers  for  this  Normal  School,  notwithstand- 
ing its  illegality.  I  don't  propose  to  gratify  the 
School  Committee  in  this  by  taking  money  from  the 
treasury  to  support  an  illegal  school! 

Alderman  Clark — The  very  terms  of  this  contract 
show  that  they  were  employed  by  the  year.  The 
contract  says  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  I 
would  inform  the  Alderman  that  the  School  Commit- 
f.ee  have  not  put  me  up  to  this  matter.  I  propose  to 
do  justice  to  all  people  without  promptings  from  the 
School  Committee  or  any  one  else.  I  nave  not  seen 
a  member  of  the  School  Committee  for  thirty  days. 
It  may  be  that  the  Alderman  needs  such  prcmiptings 
sometimes  to  get  him  to  do  the  c.nnmunity  justice; 
it  may  be  that  he  has  seen  some  members 
of  the'  committee.  It  is  not  for  us  to  decide 
that  the  Mayor  will  veto  this  bill.  We  should  act 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  consciences. 
Undoubtedly  we  have  no  right  to  run  a  school  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  teachers  any  more  than  we 
have  to  run  a  school  to  prepare  doctors  or  lawyers. 
But  we  have  been  twenty  years  finding  that  out.  If, 
may  be  that  they  were  notified  thirty  or  sixty  days 
ago  that  the  school  was  illegal;  it  may  be'  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  was  asked  whether 
they  would  come  here  again;  it  is  not'ning  that  con- 
cerns him;  we  want  ro  treat  them  precisely  as  the 
other  teachers  are  treated.  I  do  not  know  a  single 
teacher  in  the  Normal  School,  and  I  have  seen  none 
of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  supposed  the  gentleman  was 
prompted  to  this  thing  by  the  School  Committee,  be- 
cause I  don't  see  what  ground  he  has  to  stand  on  at 
all.  We  gather  our  money  into  the  treasury  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  we  can't  stand  up  here  and  defend 
ourselves  for  laying  it  out  illegally.  We  have  no 
right  to  take  the  taxpayers'  money  to  pay  this  sum 
asked  for  by  these  teachers. 

Alderman  Power--I  am  not  particular  about  how 
these  teachers  are  hired.  No  doubt  the  gentleman 
has  several  persons  who  are  employed  by  him  in  the 
same  way,  I  have,  and  when  the  contract  is  made  it 
says  so  much  per  month.  There  can  be  no  question 
about  the  responsibility  of  the  city  in  the  case.  If 
the  Supreme  Court  decides  that  the  school  is  legally 
ran,  they  will  get  their  pay;  and  if  not,  they  will  not 
get  it. 

Alderman  Clark— If  the  Board  propose  to  stop  pay- 
ing all  the  teachers  during  vacation,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. Put  them  all  in  the  same  boat  together.  That  is  all 
I  want.  I  say  that  the  teachers  of  the  Normal  School 
should  stand  precisely  on  the  same  ground  where  the 
others  stand,  ('ommon  justice  and  equity  will  beai' 
ns  out  in  that,  I  don't  believe  the  taxpayers  i*i'an  to 
have  us  do  such  mean,  contemptible  busi'ness  as  that. 
Alderman  Qumcy — It  seems  to  raethat  these  teach- 
ers have  been  paid  for  all  the  work  they  have  done, 
and  thev  ought  to  have  known  ttiat  they  went  on 
performing  their  duties  at  their  own  peril,  [cannot 
see  that  they  have  been  employed  for  a  year  be(^ause 
their  salaries  arc  established  at  a  certain  rate  for  the 
year;  they  are  engaged   for  so  long  as   they  are  em 


ployed,  that  is  they  will  be  paid  so   long  as  they  do 
the  work. 

They  knew  that  as  long  as  they  did  the  work  they 
would  be  paid  for  the  ser-vice  they  had  done  and  no 
more.  Now,  it  seems  to  me.  iihat  they  knew  this 
;md  took  the  risk  if  they  worlvcd  any  longer.  The 
School  Committee  have  undertaken  to  take  a  position 
in  opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  the  teachers  have  acted  at  their  own  peril, 
•  Alderman  Emery— It  has  been  stated  that  the 
teachers  have  a  vacation  and  are  paid  for  serv- 
ing nine  months.  Now  you  propose  to  use  these 
teachers  differently  from  those  in  the  other 
schools.  That  question  has  been  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  No  other  men- 
tion has  been  made  of  it.  I  see  no  reason  w'hy  they 
should  be  treated  diiferently  from  the  other  teachers. 
If  you  make  a  contract  for  a  year,  you  are  bound  to 
fulfill  that  contract.  If  the  gentleman  hires  a  man  for 
a  year  he  must  keep  him  through  the  year.  He  may 
hire  him  by  the  year  and  may  discharge  him  by  the 
time  that  he  receives  his  pay.  I  understand  that  these 
teachers  are  hired  for  a  year,  and  if  so  you  can't  dis- 
charge them  till  the  year  is  up.  If  a  portion  of  the 
time  is  taken  up  in  vacation,  as  the  other  teachers 
have,  I  don't  see  why  they  cannot  be  paid. 

Alderman  Power— If  these  teachers  can  show  any 
authority  for  being  hired  by  the  year  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  paying  them.  But  they  can  show  no  such 
authority.  These  teachers  stand  diflerently  from 
others.  It  is  well  known  to  all  of  us  that  this  school 
was  pronounced  illegal,  and  by  special  action  of -this 
board  it  was  voted  to  pay  their  salaries  for  one 
month,  and  the  gentlemen  asked  the  question  at  that 
time  if  it  was  going  to  end  there,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  right  replied  that  it  was.  Now  in  the 
face  and  eyes  of  this  legal  decision  these  teachers  see 
fit  to  take  the  chances  and  go  on,  and  the  School 
Committee  have  again  elected  them.  They  have  been 
paid  for  the  services  performed,  and  we  have  no  right 
whatever  to  pay  them  any  more.  They  are  out  of 
office  and  stand  in  an  entirely  different  relation  from 
the  others. 

Alderman  Clark— I  agree  with  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12,  that  they  are  out  of  office,  but  their  duties 
have  not  ceased  until  after  their  vacations.  Of  course 
they  could  have  stopped  when  the  notice  of  illegality 
was  served.  The  fault  lies  with  this  Board,  and  not 
with  them.  Members  have  served  here  year 
after  year,  and  every  year  they  were  voting  away  ten 
or  fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  support  an  illegal  insti- 
tution. All  I  want  is  that  these  teachers  shall  be  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  teachers  of  other  schools. 
The  testimony  of  Mr.  Capen.  the  Clerk  of  the  School 
Committee,  as'I  understand  it,  is  that  the  teachers 
are  employed  for  a  year  and  not  by  the  year.  If  there 
is  any  doubt  about  the  matter  in  the  niiinds  of  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  I  should  like  the  matter  to  lie 
over.  If  these  teachers  have  been  faithful  to  their 
duties  they  should  be  paid,  and  if  not,  then  they 
should  not  be  paid. 

Alderman  Gibson  (Alderman  Cutter  again  in  the 
chair)— I  am  surprised  at  the  argument  of  members 
who  favor  paying  this  money.  There  is  no  such 
thing  in  the  book  that  these  people  are  entitled  to 
be  paid  for  a  year's  service.  We  have  already  paid 
them  a  part  illegally,  and  now  they  ask  for  more. 
The  School  Committee  is  no  doubt  a  large  and  re- 
spectable body  of  gentlemen,  but  they  should  not 
undertake  to  run  this  Board.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  an  effort  will  be  made  to  have  us  pay  them  next 
year. 

Alderman  Clark— I  said  explicitly  that  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  paying  them  another  year;  I  took  the  other 
side  of  the  question. 

Alderman  Gibson— We  have  already  paid  them  il- 
legally and  I  don't  see  how  any  Alderman. with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  can  vote  to  pay  them  any 
more  after  the  decision  of  the  City  Soli'citor.  This 
talk  about  the  poor  teachers  is  all  buncombe- all 
buncombe,  sir.  We  have  just  as  much  right  to  put 
the  money  into  our  own  pockets.  Why  tlie  School 
Committee  should  press  this  thing  upon  us  I  cannot 
see.  I  wont  be  a  party  to  any  such  action  in  which 
there  is  no  justice  or  reason.  No  man  who  under- 
statids  his  oath  of  office  can  do  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  the  School  Committee  had 
not  taken  t,he  defiant  attitude,  but  hafi  discontinued 
the  school,  then,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  other 
teachers  had  been  paid  feu-  their  vacation,  I  might 
be  willing  1,0  vote  for  this  order.  But  in  the  turn  af- 
fairs have  taken,  1  can't  see  lunv  we  can  vote  to  pay 
them.  The  committed'  have  taken  this  defiant 
attitude,  and  say  ihey  will  run  the  school.  We  can- 
not iitford  to  vote  to  pay  this  money  and  indorse 
such  action  of  the  committee.  At  least  I  am  not 
willing  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Clark— That  is  just  exactly  what  I  am 
glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  aclcnowledgc.  He  would 
make  the  teachers  responsible  for  the  acti(ui  of  the 
School  Commitlce.  I  don't  i)ror)ose  to  stand  here 
and  defend  the  action  of  the  School    Committee,  but 
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the  teachers  shoiild  be  treated  just  as  equitably 
as  we  would  treat  others.  I  regret,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  any  gentleman  should  take  exceptions 
to  my  statement.  I  stated  here  publicly,  and  I 
propose  to  stand  by  it,  that  I  did  not  propose  to  vote 
for  carrying  on  this  school  for  ISTS-tI.  I  would  not 
vote  for  it  if  the  Supreme  Court  decided  it  was  legal. 
I  don't  believe  there  is  any  question  about  the  right 
o^"  the  city  of  Boston  to  support  a  Normal  School,  but 
having  employed  these  teachers  there  is  noth-'ng  left 
for  us  to  do  but  pay  them  i.recisely  as  we  pay  the 
others.  That  is  all  I  propose  to  do,  and  if  we  don't 
do  it  we  shall  not  do  our  duty. 

Alderman  Hulbert— This  is  a  new  subject  to  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  look  at 
the  contracts.  We  are  responsible  for  the  contracts 
of  the  School  Cemmittee,  but  not  withoiit  certain 
limitations. 

The  Alderman  read  from  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  School  Committee — 

The  school  year  commences  on  the  first  Monday 
in  September,  and  the  salary  year  on  the  first 
day  of  September.  In  June  the  School  Committee 
elect  the  teachers  and  fix  their  salaries  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  All  such  otticers  hold  office  for  the 
year,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Board."  The  . 
Alderman  also  read  the  portion  designating  the  vaca- 
tions during  the  year.     He  then  continued — 

That  wou  Id  seem  plainly  to  make  the  summer  va- 
cations part  of  the  year  just  as  much  as  thanksgiving 
week.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  question  of  the  legal- 
ity of  the  school  I  should  have  no  question  in  my 
own  mind  that  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  should  he 
carried  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  only  question 
with  me  now,  is  this,  because  whatever  you  or  I  may 
be  inclined  to  do  as  private  individuals,  I  apprehend 
that  it  is  our  oflice  to  act  according  to  legal  instruc 
tions.  Now  it  seems  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  that  the  city  has  been  employing  per- 
sons illegally. 

Alderman  Gaffield— The  gentleman  has  said  that  we 
have  been  acting  illegally  foi'  several  years.  We 
have  had  the  Girls'  High  and  Normal  School  for 
twenty  years,  but  it  has  not  been  illegal. 

Alderman  Clark— I  contend  that  the  normal  part  of 
that  school  has  been  illegal.  They  have  taken  out 
the  part  called  the  normal  school  and  made  a  sepa- 
rate institution. 

Alderman  Gaffield  read  extracts  from  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  School  Committee  to  show  that  it 
was  not  until  last  year  that  a  pure  normal  school  was 
established.  A  pure  normal  school  is  a  professional 
school,  and  that  the  City  Council  have  no  authority 
to  establish. 

Alderman  Hulbert — The  point  with  me  is  this,— 
April  aSih  is  the  date  of  the  Mayor's  veto.  At  that 
time  this  Board  was  informed  tliat  they  were  doing 
what  they  had  no  right  to  do.  It  was  just  the  same 
as  if  they  had  ascertained  that  fact  three  months  l)e- 
fore  this  was  brought  before  the  Board.  The  com- 
mittee understand  that  this  school  was  kept  illegally, 
and  the  city  had  no  alternative  but  to  stop,  after  such 
a  decision.  Now,  while  T  heartily  agree  with  the  sen- 
timeirts  of  the  alderman  from  Ward"  6  in  doing  jus- 
tice, it  seems  to  me  that  when  this  question  wa*! 
raised  before  the  end  of  the  working  year  we  are 
placed  under  a  ban ;  that  whatever  our  private  feel- 
ings may  be,  I  do  n't  see  how  we  can  appropriate 
funds  for  these  teachers  now.  We  have  already  ex- 
tended the  term  a  month  beyond,  and  it  was- sup- 
posed t'nat  would  be  the  last  of  it.  Our  obligations 
are  distinctly  laid  down.  If  the  City  Solicitor 
says  we  are  authorized  to  pay  these  salaries 
on  account  of  the  contracts  running  from  September 
to  September,  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  if.  But  if  it  is 
his  opinion  that  we  have  no  legal  right  to  do  it  I 
do  n't  see  how  I  can.  Our  sympathy  for  the  teachers 
must  be  laid  aside.  They  and  the  City  Government 
have  been  participants  in  an  illegal  proceeding,  and 
this  may  become  a  precedent,  and  precedents  some- 
times become  difficult  things  to  manage.  I  do  not 
feel  authorized  to  vote  foi  this  order  against  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Clark —The  arguments  of  the  gentlemen 
only  convince  me  more  strongly  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
pay  these  teachers.  I  did  n't  know  that  they 
were  employed  for  a  year,  but  now  there  is 
no  question  in  my  mind  .about  it,  and  we  have  got 
to  pay  them  for  it.  Wo  have  not  got  to  vote  for  any 
appropriation.  The  estimates  were  put  in  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  and  we  voted  so  much  for  the 
Normal  School.  If  there  's  any  danger  of  the  Schooi 
Committee  leading  us  into  trouble  it  is  our  duty  to 
look  after  them  and  see  that  we  do  not  vote  for  apJDro 
priations  which  are  not  right.  In  regard  to  the  divi- 
sion ot  the  school  which  took  place  a  year  ago,  thai 
makes  no  difCerence.  The  Normal  part  of  that  school 
has  been  run  for  twenty  years  and  has  been  just  as  il- 
legal all  the  time  as  the  Normal  School  is  today. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  report  which  indicates  that 
the  City  Solicitor  thinks  we  have  no  right  to  pay  the 
salaries  for  which  these  teachers  were  employed! 

Alderman  Gaffield— Before  making  that  report  I 
waited  on  the  City  Solicitor,  and  he  said  we  had   no 


legal  right  to  pay  those  salaries.  As  the  institution 
is  illegally  constituted  the  payment  of  all  the  salaries 
must  be  illegal.  I  feel  as  much  sympathy  for  the 
teachers  and  as  much  pride  in  our  public  schools  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  Board,  for  I  am  a  Boston  boy.  I  have 
taken  a  great  interest  in  this  school  for  girls  and 
should  be  glad  to  pay  the  teachers  if  I  could.  One 
thing  I  learned  in  the  public  school  is  respect  for 
laws,  and  I  intend  to  stand  by  them.  In  the  face  and 
eyes  of  the  illegality  the  school  committee  have  chos- 
en teachers  for  this  institution  for  next  year.  Gen- 
tlemen will  say  that  if  we  are  bound  to  pay  them 
this  year  we  shall  have  to  pay  them  next  year.  I 
think  we  have  got  to  bear  in  mind  something  about 
that  bugbear,  the  taxpayers,  who  pay  for  the  schools. 
If  we  don't  respect  their  wishes  we  don't  do  our 
duty.  We  have  already  paid  them  illegally  for 
eight  months,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
do  it  again.  Suppose  we  should  have'  established 
half  a  dozen  steam  fire  engine  companies,  and  then 
find  out  that  it  was  illegal, would  we  have  to  keep  them 
all  the  year"?  Let  us  adopt  this  reuort  and  let  the  Su- 
preme Court  decide  the  question,  and  if  the  decision 
is  in  favor  of  the  teachers  then  we  can  pay  them.  This 
thing  has  not  all  been  done  in  a  few  weeks.  It  has 
been  discussed  in  this  Board  ever  since  last  Februa- 
ry. The  Mayor  held  back  for  some  time;  we  knew 
that  something  was  coming,  but  we  did  n't  know  it 
was  a  veto.  The  teachers  stayed  in  the  school  at 
their  own  risk.     They  could  have  left  the  next  day. 

Alderman  Q.uincy- 1  am  unable  to  see  ho"'  the  con- 
tract makes  them  engaged  for  a  year.  If  they  serve 
for  a  year,  and  if  the  school  is  continued,  they  will 
be  paid  for  a  year.  But  if  it  is  found  that  the  school 
is  illegal,  they  take  the  responsibility  of  work- 
ing longer.  I  can't  see  how  we  can  indorse  this  an- 
tagonistic attitude  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  don't  see  one  word  that  has 
been  said  in  favor  of  the  right  of  the  city  to  pay  this 
money.  It  seems  that  the  School  Committee  have 
got  two  or  three  members  of  this  Board  to  try  to  run 
it.  They  have  gone  on  and  elected  teachers  for 
another  year  and  they  don't  .seem  to  care  about  the 
opinion  of  the  city  solicitor  or  the  mayor.  They  are 
determined  to  override  anything  that  we  ca"  do  here. 
If  the  teackers  expected  another  year's  election  they 
are  just  as  guilty  as  the  parties  who  have  put  them 
up  to  it.  It  is  astonishing  to  find  here  an  advocate 
of  allowing  the  School  Committee  to  undertake  to 
run  this  Board— to  try  to  get  us  to  vote  mone}'  to 
pay  for  their  illegal  doings. 

Alderman  Clark— I  should  think  that  the  gentle- 
man would  think  himself  sufficiently  strong  not  to 
adopt  that  style  of  argument.  But  his  argurnents  are 
not  fiufficiently  strong  to  convince  me.  I  thiHk  that  all 
gentlemen  are  just  as  honest  in  this  matter  as  I  am. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  objects  to  .saddling 
this  amount  on  the  taxpayers  in  order  to  do  justice 
to  t'.ese  poor  teachers,  T  almost  wonder  if  the  gen- 
tlemen would  feel  justified  in  meeting  their  constitu- 
ents if  we  pass  an  order  to  carry  out  this  contract.  I 
don't  think  the  School  Committee  have  tried  to  make 
cats'  paws  of  the  two  members  who  have  advo- 
cated this  matter.  They  may  have  gone  to  East 
Boston,  but  I  do  n't  think  they  have  been  either  to 
Ward  (i  or  12.  1  think  it  is  our  duty  to  see  whether 
the  appropriations  asked  for  by  the' School  Commit- 
tee are  legal,  and  not  wait  till  the  last  days  of  the 
schoolyear  and  then  refuse  to  pay  them.  There  is  no 
reason  that  these  teachers  should  not  be  paid  as  well 
as  the  others. 

Alderman  .Emerj— I  am  perfectly  surprised  at  the 
insinuations  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1.  I  came 
into  this  Board  about  the  first  of  last  January  and 
I  supposed  that  gentlemen  came  here  and  acted 
from  their  convictions  of  right  and  wrong.  Bui 
when  the  gentleman  gets  up  here  and  tells 
me  that  some  (me  has  been  operated  upon,  it 
gives  me  an  intimation  that  the  gentleman  him- 
self may  have  seen  operations  of  that  kind.  His  in 
sinuation  gives  me  to  understand  that  he  must  have 
seen  considerable  of  that  sort  of  management.  It  is 
mj'  opinion  that  no  gentlemen  of  this  Board  have 
been  dealt  with  by  the  School  Committee.  I  am  sure 
I  act  from  perfectly  conscientious  motives.  I  think 
those  teachers  should  be  paid  if  they  are  hired  by  the 
year.  If  we  have  paid  them  any  amount  sinci?  the 
knowledge  came  to  the  Board  that  the  school  is  ille- 
gal, it  was  done  illegally,  and  all  other  payments  have 
been  illegal.  But  it  strikes  me  that  fair  and  honest 
dealing  requires  that  they  should  be  treated  as 
the  other  teachers  have  been  during  the  year  that 
has  passed,  taking  info  account  the  vacatioos.  1 
can'tisee  how,  having  made  this  engagement  for  a 
year,  with  a  portion  of  the  lime  to  be  allowed  them, 
we  can  keep  from  paying  them. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  just  learned  that  the  teach- 
ers in  this  school  are  composed  of  one  male  and  four 
females.  Now  it  is  hardly  a  jusi  thing  to  force  four 
poor  women  to  sue  the  city  in  order  to  recover  pav 
for  their  services.  I  trust  we  shall  not  so  belittre 
ourselves  and  force  the  city  into  any  such  unpleasant 
situation. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  see  what  they  have  got 
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to  snc  for  if  thoy  hiive  been  paid  already.  To  them 
belong  th(!  blame,  and  not  so  mneh  to  the  School 
Committee.  Because  we  have  paid  them  once  is  no 
reason  why  we  have  the  right  to  pay  them  again. 
They  saw  fit  to  be  reelected  after  knowing  what  was 
the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor.  This  i.'<  the  only 
matter  in  which  we  have  got  any  control  over  the 
School  Committee,  and  I  don't  know  but  thev  will  get 
the  Legislature  next  year  to  take  that  right  away 
from  us,  as  they  have  done  everything  else.  This 
thing  has  been  done  in  defiance  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Alderman  Gaftield — The  male  teacher  in  rhis  school 
receives  $4000,  and  the  three  ladies  receive  .|;200(), 
.f  1000  and  $700  respectively.  I  wish  to  add,  also,  that 
the  paying  of  teachers  for  less  than  a  year  has  fre- 
quently been  done  before.  We  sometimes  find  that 
we  have  to  reduce  the  number  of  schools;  sometimes 
schools  are  discontinued  and  the  teachers  are  dis- 
missed. This  has  been  done  time  after  time,  and  if 
we  can  discontinue  the  salaries  of  teachers  legally 
chosen,  can  we  not  do  so  with  teachers  illegally  em- 
ployed? 

Alderman  Clark — The  contracts  witli  the  teachers 
of  this  school  were  made  legally,  and  they  can  sue 
the  city  for  breach  of  contract,  for  money  for  ser- 
vices rendered.  They  have  a  good  cause  and  should 
be  paid. 

Alderman  Gaftield— There  is  no  written  contract 
with  these  teachers.  They  are  simply  notified  of 
their  election,  and  hold  oflice  during  good  behavior 
unless  sooner  removed. 

Alderman  Clark — They  were  not  removed,  but 
were  notified  by  the  board  to  continue  their 
services.  That  Board  is  composed  of  some 
pretty  responsible  men,  and  it  is  natural  that 
these  women  would  he  as  likely  to  believe  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee  as  members  of 
this  Board.  This  whole  thing  hinges  on  the  antipa- 
thy to  the  School  Committee.  That  is  the  trouble. 
But  I  don't  propose  to  make  the  teachers  sufl:er. 

Alderman  Emery— T  don't  propose  to  indorse  the 
action  of  the  School  Committee.  It  is  through  them 
that  these  teachers  have  been  engaged,  and  T  don'l 
indorse  that  action. 

Alderman  Gaftield— They  have  been  elected  again, 
and  notified  of  their  election. 

Alderman  Clark — Does  the  gentleman  know  that 
they  have  accepted. 

Alderman  Gaftield— I  kniiw  that  Mr.  Dunton  has 
advertised  for  pupils  to  come  to  this  school. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered  and  the  question  being  on  accepting 
the  report  and  rejecting  the  order  the  vote  stood  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Gaftield,  Gibson, 
Hurlbert,  Power,  Q.uincy  and  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark  and  Emery. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected; 

THE    PENCE  ON   THE    COMMON. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  an  wrder  authorizing  that  Committee  to  sell 
by  public  auction  the  iron  fence  on  the  westerly  side 
of  Tremont  street,  between  Park  and  Boylston  streets. 

Alderman  Clark — It  seems  a  little  premature  to  take 
such  action  nntil  it  is  found  whether  it  is  advisable 
to  keep  the  fence  down.  It  would  be  wise  to  see  how 
the  community  are  satisfied  with  the  fence  being 
taken  away.  The  amount  received  from  the  sale  of 
the  fence  would  be  very  small  compared  with  what  it 
would  cost  to  build  a  new  one. 

Alderman  Power— The  Committee  on  Paving  found 
themselves  with  an  elephant  on  their  hands,  and 
thought  this  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  it.  There 
were  various  suggestions  as  to  what  might  be  done 
with  the  fence;  some  thought  the  committee  on 
Mount  Hope  might  want  it  to  fence  up  the  cemetery 
with.  It  has  been  delayed  to  hear  what  suggestions 
would  come  from  the  members  of  the  Board,  but  no 
one  has  offered  to  fake  care  of  it,  and  the  commit 
tee  thought  it  best  for  the  city  to  dispose  of  it.  It  is 
a  very  cumbersome  affair,  and  it  will  be  very  expen- 
sive to  remove  with  the  curbstones  attached. 

Alderman  Gaftield — I  would  ask  if  tlie  committee 
on  Mount  Hope  have  any  objections  to  having  it 
moved  out  there. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  trustees  of  Mount  Hope 
would  be  very  glad  if  the  Committee  on  Paving  would 
have  it  carried  out  there. 

Alderman  Gibson — If  there  is  any  possibility  of 
having  to  put  up  the  fence  again  we  had  better  keep 
it. 

Alderman  Clark— Tne  city  has  plenty  of  vacant 
land  on  which  the  fence  might  be  stored,  and  that 
would  be  the  best  disposition  we  could  make  of  it  for 
the  present.  I  should  like  to  see  it  stored  somewhere 
untilvve  decide  whether  we  want  to  have  it  pur  back. 
I  believe  we  never  shall;  still,  if  such  a  thing  were 
possible,  it  would  cost  forty  times  as  much  as  we 
should  get  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  taken  occasion  to  look 
on  that  side  of  the  Common  with  the  view  of  decid- 


ing in  my  own  mind  what  is  best  to  be  done,  and  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  he  best  to  set-  the 
fence  back  inside  the  first  ro\\-  of  trees. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  di- 
recting the  committee  to  store  the  fence. 

Alderman  Power — The  city  has  no  place  where  the 
fence  can  be  stored,  unless  it  be  out  on  the  vacant 
hospital  lot  on  Marcella  street.  If  the  gentleman 
who  makes  that  suggestion  can  imagine  how  long  his 
pockctbook  would  remain  on  an  open  lot  he  will  know 
how  long  that  fence  would  remain  there,  for  nothing 
brings  the  ready  money  quicker  than  that  material! 
It  would  cost  thousands  of  dollars  to  take  care  of  it; 
it  will  liring  thousands  of  dollars  if  sold  nov/;  it  will 
cost  thousands  of  dollars  to  remove  it.  Then  it  is  an 
old-fashioned  affair.  No  doubt  it  is  stronger  than 
the  modern  style,  but  for  a  park  it  is  rather  behind 
the  times.  The  Paving  Depaitment  have  no  place 
where  it  can  be  stored. 

Alderman  Q,uincy — It  had  better  be  sold.  I  think: 
the  chances  of  using  it  agaiiL  are  very  slight.  Indeed, 
I  should  go  in  for  having  it  sold  three  or  four  times 
rather  than  have  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man carried  out,  and  put  it  inside  the  trees.  I  hope 
it  will  be  sold,  and  hope  that  the  asphalt,  which  has 
killed  the  trees  on  that  mall  will  be  sold  at  the  same 
time. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  (Jjiincy,  an  order  was 
passed  to  pay  Co.  I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
$97  50  for  inspection  duty  in  May. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaftield- 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  school  accommo- 
dations in  the  Minot  School  District;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  primary  school 
accommodations  in  the  Dorchester-Everett  District: 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolliouses,  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  Board  all  cases  in  which  the 
cellars  or  basement  cellars  of  buildings  in  the  city  of 
Boston  are  constructed,  used  or  occupied  below  the 
grade  of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water. 

Ordered,  Tnat  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized 
to  offer  and  pay  a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  for 
the  detention  and  apprehension  of  any  person  guilty 
of  feloniously  setting  fire  to  any  building  in  the  city 
of  Boston;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Incidentals. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineers  be  authorized  to 
obtain  duplicate  parts  for  the  running  gear  of  Feder- 
al-street Bridge;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Bridges. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power— 

O  dered  that  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  grade  Eliot  street,  as  recently  extended 
from  Pleasant  street  to  Columbus  avenue,  and  Pleas- 
ant street  as  widened  from  Eliot  street  to  Park 
square.    Estimated  cost  .$1500. 

Ordered,  That  this  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Newland  street,  between  West  Concord  and  Worces- 
ter streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  April  ;il),  187:1);  also  the  grade  of 
Haynes  street.  East  Boston,  as  shown  by  a  plan  dated 
July  H\,  1872;  also  the  grade  of  Linwood  square,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  dated  April  22,  187:^;  also  tlie  grade 
of  Prescott  street,  Ward  Vi,  as  shown  on  plan  dated 
Dec.  27,  1873;  also  the  grade  of  Gerard  and  Howard 
streets,  as  shown  on  plans  dated  Oct.  4,  1872;  also 
the  grade  of  Hitfh-streef  place,  as  shown  on  plan 
dated  Aug.  17,  1872;  ahso  the  grade  of  Lamartine 
street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  dated  Sept.  1,  18(i9, — all  of 
said  plans  being  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City 
Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  macadamize  Berkeley  street  between  Bea- 
con and  Providence  streets;  also  to  pave  the  gutters 
and  crosswalks  and  build  the  necessary  cesspools  on 
said  street.     Rlstimated  cost,  $12,000. 

THE    FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Power  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  whereby  the  board  rejected  the  order  authoriz- 
ing the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment to  visit  other  cities  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $1000. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  question  recurrnig 
on  the  pas.sage  of  the  order  in  concurrence  with  the 
Council, 

Alderman  Quincy  said  -  Had  this  order  originated 
in  the  committee  I  should  not  have  opposed  it.  The 
order  now  has  the  vote  of  the  committee,  and  I 
withdraw  my  opposition. 

The   order  passed  in  concurrence 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  hoard  adjourned 
till  Monday,  August  11,  at  4  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    11,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  Alder- 
man Ontter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRJIEI). 

Special  Police  Officero  without  pay— Charles  W. 
Seahury,  Marlborough  street  and  its  vicinity;  Charles 
R.  Curtis,  Roxbury  Branch  Library;  Royal  Boston. 
Eddy's  Refrigerator  Manufactory,  Ward  lb;  Oliver 
Boyden,  steamer  Henry  Morrison:  William  A.  Morse, 
Francis  A.  Morse,  Farm  School,  Thompson's  Island; 
James  McCrillis,  at  No.  183^  Boylston  street. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND    REFERRED. 

Of  Patrick  O'Donahue,  for  leave  to  erect  a  lumber 
shed  ar  434  Harrison  avenue:  to  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Of  Newton  Morton,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
steam  engine  on  K  street,  at  the  corner  of  Third;  or- 
der of  notice  issued  for  a  hearing,  September  1,  at 
4  P.  M. ;  also,  petition  of  Newton  Morton,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  brick  stack  a1  the  place  above  named.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

Of  A.  Biirrell,  for  lelease  of  condition  of  sale  of 
laud  on  M  and  't'nird  streets,  so  as  to  erect  a  stable 
on  said  lot;  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Of  Henry  P.  Tallant,  representing  that  tlie  placing 
of  a  smallpox  hospital  in  the  Roxbury  Almshouse,  so 
near  his  residence,  215  Highland  street,  compelled 
him  to  move  from  that  vicinity,  which  he  did  at 
much  trouble  and  expense,  remaining  away  nearly 
four  months,  and  therefore  respectfully  asking  that 
suitable  compensation  may  be  awarded  him  therefor. 

Of  Mrs.  S.  T.  G.  Webber,  representing  that  during 
the  fire  in  May  last  her  dwelling  house,  on  the  south 
side  of  Hayward  place,  was  damaged  by  persons  act- 
ing under  luthoritv  of  the  city,  in  carelessly  and  neg- 
ligently taking  down  the  east  wall  and  chinwiey  of 
the  Chickering  building,  to  the  extent  of  $:540,  and 
praying  compensation  therefor. 

Of  Trufant  &  Davis.  I'epresenting  that,  on  the 
eve  of  Aug.  5.  while  driving  through  Prince  street, 
their  horse  fell  into  a  deep  hole,  rendering  him  per- 
fectly useless,  also  breaking  the  carriage  and  har- 
ness,' and  praying  $400  damages. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

Of  Samuel  B.  Krogman  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Cope- 
land  street;  and  of  Peter  Higgins  ef  al.,  for  a  sewer  in 
Rockland  street,  between  Walnut  avenue  and  War- 
ren street.  Severally  referred  to  Committee  on 
Sewers- 

Of  Vincent  Laforme  e/  al..  that  K  street  from 
Broadway  to  Ninth  street,  be  paved  with  wood;  and 
of  Samuel  R.  Spinney  et  al.,  in  aid  thereof. 

Of  the  members  of  the  Wooden  Pavement  Commis- 
sion, representing  that  they  had  held  numerous  pub- 
lic and  private  sessions  and  made  examinations  in 
several  instances,  to  the  direct  neglect  of  their  own 
private  business,  and  in  view  of  these  facts  they  ask 
the  City  Council  to  increase  or  add  to  the  original 
appropriation  of  $500  voted  to  them  as  compensation 
for  their  services. 

Of  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  that  Ruggles  street,  north  of 
the  Providence  Railroad,  be  graded. 

Of  S.  C.  Bixby  et  al.,  that  the  name  of  Bread  street 
be  changed  to  Sturgis  street,  it  being  a  continitation 
from  Pearl  street  to  India  street,  or  Franklin  street 
should  the  latter  be  extended. 

Of  Weston  Gray,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
81  White  street.. 

Of  Kelly  Bros.,  that  Dorchester  street  be  graded 
near  their  estates. 

of  Matilda  A.  Dawson,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Alv)ine  street. 

Of  D.  M.  R.  Dow,  that  Chelsea  street,  between  Por- 
ter ana  Marion  streets,  be  paved. 

Of  Jeremiah  Plympton  etal.,  for  a  suitable  side- 
walk on  Hawtliorn  and  Cedar  streets. 

Of  John  Brown  et  al.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  O  street, 
from  Fourth  to  Sixth  street. 

Of  G.  H.  Cavanaugh«i'  al.,  that  E  street,  from  Sev- 
enth to  Eisrhth  streets,  be  paved. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Of  John  Donnelly,  Nathaniel  Tucker,  William 
Agnew,  L.  H.  Kalla,  H.  P.  Bunbar,  Sophia  A.  John- 
son, George  E.  Martin,  A.  C.  Richmond  and  W.  E. 
Coffin,  for  leave  to  erect  stables  Severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

Of  George  H.  Lane  c^  ff^.,  occupants  of  stores  in 
Dock  square  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  representing 
that  the  high  and  dangerous  bui'dings  situated  on 
the  extension  of  Washington  street,  numbered  1  to 
19  inclusive,  are  about  to  be  torn  down,  and  they 
pray  that  the  same  may  be  done  between  the  hours  of 


7  P.  M.  and  7  A.  M.,  to  insure  the  safety  anfJ  comfort 
of  the  travelling  public  as  well  as  protecting  the  pe- 
titioners' goods  from  the  dust  and  ftlth  arising  from 
such  demolition  during  business  hours.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Of  Albert  F.  Cole,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  Broadway,  South  Boston.  To  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Of  G.  W.  &  F.  Smith,  for  leave  to  use  a  stationary 
engine  and  melting  furnace  on  Frothingham  street; 
order  of  notice  passed  for  a  hearing  Sep!..  1,  at  4  P.M. 

Of  L.  H.  Tasker,  treasurer,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  at  7(>  Cihauncy  street;  order  of  no- 
tice passed  for  a  hearing  Sept.  1,  at  4  P.  M. 

Of  John  P.  Squire  &  Co.,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  to  act  in  conjunction  with  commissioners  from 
other  cities,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  thorough 
examination  of  Miller's  River  and  recommending 
some  comprehensive  system  of  sewage  of  Boston 
and  its  vicinitv  into  the  open  sea,  at  a  great  distance 
from  its  present  places  of  discharge,  or  to  suggest 
some  other  and  better  method  of  disposing  thereof. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

ORDERS   OP  NOTICE. 

On  the  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  George 
W.  Bowker  for  permission  to  use  a  caloric  eiigiii",  no 
objection  was  offered,  and  the  petition  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  ^ 

The  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  Henry  South- 
er for  the  removal  of  the  ti-acks  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  from  their  present  location  on 
Emerson  street,  between  Broadway  and  Third  street, 
to  the  centre  of  said  street,  was  considered.  Mr. 
O.  W.  Holmes,  Jr.,  appeared  for  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  suggested  that  the  corporation,  while 
ready  to  submit"  to  any  order  of  the  Board,  thought 
that  in  case  the  tracks  should  be  moved,  it  should  be 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  city.  The  corporation 
had  expended  considerably  more  numey  than  is  usu- 
ally necessary  for  such  purposes  in  bettering  some 
of  "the  defects  in  the  highway  when  they  laid  the 
tracks.  When  the  order  was  first  passed  for  laying 
the  tracks  they  inquired  if  it  would  lie  necessary  to 
make  any  change,  and  they  were  instructed  by  the 
agents  of  the  city  to  let  the  rails  run  where  they 
were  before.  An  expense  has  been  incurred  on  the 
faith  of  the  representations  of  the  agents  of  the  city, 
and  therefore  they  did  not  think  the  expense  should 
be  put  upon  them. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

The  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  leave  io' extend  their 
location  by  construction  of  tracks  in  Stoughton 
street,  from  Hancock  to  Hudson,  street  was  consid- 
ered.    Several  parties  desired  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Perkins  appeared  for  abutters  on  the  line  of 
the  proposed  extension.  He  said  the  abutters  had 
had  very  little  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  what  few 
were  present  were  there  spontaneously.  It  is  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  present  terminus  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  to  the  place  to  which  they  in- 
tended to  extend  their  lines,  and  it  has  long  been 
asked  that  this  should  be  done  for  their  convenience. 
If  it  did  not  pay  the  railroad  immed.ately  it  would 
soon  be  remunerative.  What  is  desired  by  the  in- 
habitants is  that  the  location  shall  be  granted  to  the 
railroad  on  condition  that  the  rails  are  laid  there  and 
the  cars  be  running  some  time  between  now  and  the 
first  of  January.— not  simply  to  grant  the  location 
and  then  have  a  long  time  elapse  before  anything  is 
done.  If  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  don't  wish  to  do 
this,  other  parties  would  be  glad  to  make  this  ex- 
tension. 

Mr.  Lincoln  appeared  for  the  Boston,  Hartford  & 
Erie  Railroad,  whose  tracks  will  be  crossed  by  the 
extension.  Mr.  Lincoln  said  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  Mr.  Hart,  could  not  be  consulted 
in  reference  to  the  extension,  he  being  out  of  the 
city,  and  the  trustees  would  like  to  have  a  hearing 
before  the  Committee  on  Paving.  The  other  parties 
had  consented  to  a  postponemeiit. 

Mr.  E.  Olapp  said  he  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  opposed  this 
extension.  It  could  not  be  any  detriment  to  them, 
and  perhaps  it  would  be  a  help.  The  question  is  this: 
A  large  portion  of  the  people  of  Boston  live  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  city,  and  it  is  very  difficult 
to  get  from  Ward  l(i  to  that  portion  of  the  city. 
Those  who  have  carriages  can  go  very  comfortably, 
but  it  takes  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  to  walk  from 
Upham's  .store  down  to  Chester  park  to  take  the 
horse  cars.  It  would  be  a  great  help  for  the  railroad 
to  run  as  far  as  Upham's  Corner,  and  so  far  as  the 
people  in  that  vicinity  are  concerned,  they  are  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  city  granting  the  location 
asked  for. 

Colonel  E.  O.  Shepard  appeared  for  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  and  stated  that  Mr.  Jewell,  counsel  for 
the  corporation,  desired  him  to  state  that  he  did  not 
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obit  ct  to  the  hearing  askecl  for  hy  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford tfe  Erie  Raih'oad.  The  Mc^tropolitan  road  desires 
to  make  the  extension,  hut  if  there  are  anj'  objec- 
tions the  company  does  n't  wish  to  stand  in  the  way. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Bradford  thought  there  was  no  doubt  but 
that  public  convenience  requires  some  communication 
between  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  tlie  city. 
There  are  now  no  lines  of  public  travel  by  which  in- 
habitants of  Ward  l(i  can  reach  the  South  End 
without  first  coming  into  the  cit^r  proper.  All 
the  lines  of  steam  and  horse  railroads  diverge 
from  the  centre,  witli  one  exception.  Those  liv- 
ing in  the  Sixteenth  Ward  see  the  necessity 
of  this  communication.  Wiiatever  question  there 
may  be  there  is  now  no  public  conveyance  by 
which  they  can  get  across  there.  If  tMev  want  to  go 
to  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  they  have  got 
to  come  round  through  the  centre  of  the  city.  Pub- 
lic convenience  undoubtedly  requires  that  this  short 
piece  of  road,  which  would  make  a  connection  with 
the  Mount  Bowdoin  line,  should  be  constructed,  that 
connection  may  be  made  between  the  Lower  Mills 
through  Roxburv  and  the  South  End.  This  will 
complete  the  circuit  of  communication  with  South 
Boston  and  the  lower  portions  of  the  city.  It  should 
be  done  as  a  matter  of  public  importance.  In  regard  to 
the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  if  they  have  any 
ob,iections,  the  company  should  be  here  to  make 
them.  When  that  road  was  built  it  was  announced 
by  the  managers  that  it  was  not  to  cross  any  street 
at  grade;  it  was  to  go  under  or  over  travelled  roads. 
This  matter  of  public  jonvenience  for  travel  should 
not  be  turned  aside  for  the  wishes  of  that  road.  They 
have  had  sufficient  time  to  make  I  heir  ob.iections.  It 
is  important  that  this  connection  should  be  made  im- 
mediately. 

Mr.  C;.  B.  Pox  had  been  requested  to  appear  on  ac- 
count of  his  general  knowledge  of  the  business  wants 
of  the  Sixteenth  Ward,  in  regard  to  means  of  transpor- 
tation. We  are,  he  said,  often  met  with  ob.iections 
that  there  is  no  communication  between  Ward  Ifi,  and 
the  South  End.  There  is  a  large  section  lying  be- 
tween the  Grove  Hall  Railroad  and  the  Pour  Cor- 
ners, which  have  no  means  of  communication  with 
the  southern  part  of  the  city,  except  by  walliLing  al- 
most a  complete  circle.  For  a  long  time  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  ward  have  been  trying  to  get  some 
means  of  communication;  a  petition,  very  largely 
signed,  was  presented  to  the^Highland  Railroad  to  ex- 
tend a  branch  from  the  Mount  Pleasant  Station,  and 
it  was  only  after  this  application  that  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  conqluded  to  make  the  change.  The 
petitioners  submit  tliat  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie 
have  had  the  same  amount  of  time  that  other  parties 
have  had;  the  notice  has  been  published,  and  parties 
have  b^en  notified  to  appear.  Now  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad,  after  having  been  forced  to  apply  fo<-  the  lo- 
cation, are  found  in  complete  accord  with  the  Boston, 
Hartford  &  Erie  in  desiring  a  postponement,  when  it 
would  seem  to  be  necessary  only  for  the  Boston, 
Hartford  &  Erie  to  appear  and  state  their  objections 
The  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  now  have  a  certainty 
of  getting  it  from  one  source,  and  do  not  wish  any 
unreasonable  delay  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
been  forced  to  petition  for  this  location. 

Mr.  Swan  wished  to  add  simply  a  word  in  favor  of 
the  petition.  He  was  in  the  lumber  business  at  Har- 
rison Square,  Ward  l(i,  and  spoke  for  three  firms 
there.  They  have  found  a  decided  falling  off  in  the 
trade  with  Roxbury  on  account  of  the  inconvenience 
in  getting  from  there  to  Ward  Iti.  He  had  lost  the 
•sale  of  four  houses  because  the  man  said  he  couldn't 
spend  half  a  day  in  walking  to  Dorchester  and  back. 

Mr.  Perkins  desired  to  know  how  long  it  would 
iake  for  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
jpany  to  make  up  their  minds. 

Mr.  Lincoln  could  not  state  exactly.  Gentlemen 
forget  it  is  very  important  to  that  road.  He  didn't 
know  to  what  extent  the  road  would  oppose  this 
proposition,  but  certainly  it  is  so  important  that  they 
meed  time  to  consult  the  chairman  of  the  trustees. 

Mr.  Perkins  thought  that  so  very  important  a  mat- 
ter might  have  secured  the  attendance  of  the  proper 
officers  of  that  road.  They  have  as  much  interest  in 
opposing  this  extension  as  the  petitioners  have  in 
favoring  it,  and  the  latter  hope  that  if  the  Board 
grant  aii  extension  of  time  it  may  be  made  as  short 
as  possible  so  that  it  may  be  known  whether  this 
great  boon  is  to  be  granted  by  the  corporation  or  not. 

The  Board  voted  to  recommit  the  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Robert  L. 
Spear,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Parade  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  inviting  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  to  review  the 
procession  on  the  occasion  of  the  State  parade  of  the 
order  on  the  12th  inst.     Ordered  to  be  placed   on  file. 

The  bond  of  W.  L.  Hicks,  Constable,  was  present- 
ed approved  by  the  City  Treasurer.  The  Board  con- 
curred. 


QUARTERLY   REPORTS. 

Of  N.  A.  Apollonio.  City  Registrar,  showing  that 
during  the  quarter  ending  July  31  there  have  Peen 
received  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  .$592  for  certifi- 
cates of  intentions  of  marriage. 

Of  H.  A.  Davis,  Superintendent  of  the  City  Scales 
in  Haymarket  square,  showing  that  during  the  quar- 
ter he  has  received  $874  91,  of  which  $270  85  have 
been  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

Of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  showing  the  receipts 
for  the  quarter  to  have  been  $16,6t)2  90,  including  the 
balance  on  hand  of  $764  64,  expenditures  $13,608  03; 
paid  City  Treasurer  $370  16;    cash  on  hand  $.S449  m. 

Severally  read  and  sent  down. 

auditor's  monthly  exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  was  presented  in 
print,  accepted  and  sent  down  for  concurrence.  The 
summary  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
month  ending  August  1  is  given,  as  follows: 

"iFevS,*!!"''    Expended.    Unexpended. 

General $11,043,302^7    $3,155,57.5  72       $7,887,726  55 

Special 8,998,372  21       3,011,410  95  5,986,661  26 

$20,041,674  48    $6,166,986  67      $13,874,687  81 
REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Sullivan, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  issued,  authorizing 
John  Sullivan  to  construct  a  basement  cellar  on  his 
premises,  situated  on  the  corner  of  Kneeland  street 
and  Albany  street,  and  to  place  the  bottom  of  said 
cellar  nine  and  one  half  feet  above  mean  low  water; 
provided  that  the  said  cellar  is  properly  boxed  and 
constructed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  and  that  the  bottom  thereof  is  either 
paved  with  brick  laid  in  cement  or  covered  with  con- 
crete. The  said  license  to  be  issued  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  chapter  .377  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872. 

Alderman  Power  asked  for  the  reasons  for  depart- 
ing from  the  law  requiring  people  to  keep  up  to  the 
proper  grade. 

Alderman  Gibson  explained  that  the  building  was 
a  storehouse  and  the  cellar  is  valueless  without  this 
improvement.  The  plan  is  approved  bv  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Buildings. 

Alderman  Power  asked  if  the  petitioner  had  agreed 
to  box  the  cellar. 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  he  had. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  law  provides  that  no 
building  shall  go  below  the  grade  of  eighteen  feet, 
but  the  city  has  power  to  allow  persons  to  go  below 
that.  If  this  party  does  not  comply  with  the  require- 
ments his  license  can  be  revoked  at  any  time. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Licens- 
es, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  several  peti- 
tions of  Charles  E.  Dunn,  J.  O.  Tjemblom  &  Co, 
David  C.  Sisson  &  Co.,  F.  A.  Marston,  John  K.  Sin- 
clair, James  Clark  &  Co.,  Sargent  Brooks,  L.  B.  Hull 
and  Eugene  J.  Sullivan;  also  in  favor  of  granting  pe- 
titions of  various  other  parties  for  the  transfer  of 
wagon  licenses.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported favorably  on  the  application  of  "William 
Brown,  Patrick  C.  Ryan,  Nathaniel  Perretti,  Willy  & 
Smith,  John  Gallagher,  Martin  E.  Moran,  William 
Housman,  Lott  Boody,  and  Louis  Reynolds  &  Bros., 
for  victuallers'  licenses.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Gurtz  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  in  Washington 
place.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  orders  for  a  sewer  in  Kingston  street,between 
Bedford  and  Summer  streets;  and  in  Norfolk  avenu 
between  Humphrey  street  and  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  R. 
R.  ;;in  Humphrey  street;  in  Stoughton  street,  between 
Humphrey  and  Myrtle  streets,  and  in  Myrtle  street. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  September  1 .  at  4 
P.  M.  on  the  petition  for  a  sewer  in  the  rear  of  Beacon 
street  between  Otter  and  Berkeley  streets;  also  an  or- 
der of  notice  for  a  hearing  August25  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  B.  Moors  et  al.  for  a  sewer  in  Buckingham 
street.     Severally  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Prost 
et  al.,  reported  an  order  for  the  watering  of  Colum- 
bus avenue,  between  the  railroad  bridge  and  Church 
street,  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  at  the  cost  of  $175 
per  month. 

Alderman  Clark  thought  the  sum  named  a  pretty 
high  price  for  that  distance;    in    his  section  of    the 
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city  a  much  larger  territory  is  watered  for  $125  per 
month.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  watering  of  the 
street,  "bVit  thought  it  could  be  done  at  a  less 
price. 

Alderman  Power  said  there  is  no  comparison  be 
tween  the  amount  of  water  used  in  the  two  locali- 
ties. This  street  is  not  paved,  and  the  watering  cart 
would  have  to  go  there  half  a  dozen  times  to  have 
the  same  effect  that  it  would  on  Beacon  or  Arlington 
street.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  get  any  one  to 
water  streets  at  this  time,  and  the  city  is  obliged  to 
pay  what  they  see  fit  to  ask.  The  Committee  on 
Paving  have  tried  to  get  the  price  of  watering  the 
streets  down,  and  to  get  this  work  done  at  a  less 
price. 

Alderman  Clark  asked  if  Mr.  Jones,  who  did  the 
city  work,  had  been  applied  to. 

Alderman  Cutter  (Alderman  Gibson  in  the  chair,) 
stated  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  wrote  ta 
several  men  who  water  streets,  and  found  that  this 
was  the  least  it  could  be  done  for.  People  who  water 
streets  are  not  apt  to  do  it  so  low  for  the  city  as  they 
will  for  private  parties  who  subscribe.  If  Alderman 
Clark  had  been  through  that  section  he  must  have 
seen  the  necessity  of  watering  that  street. 

Alderman  Clark  expressed  satisfaction  with  the 
explanation;  the  only  question  with  him  was  whether 
It  could  be  done  at  a  less  price. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Roberts 
for  compensation  for  damages  done  to  liis  estate  at 
the  corner  of  Kuggles  and  Alpine  streets,  caused  by 
the  lowering  of  the  grade,  reported  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  $800  to  the  petitioner.  The  order  was 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Comrriittee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  cancel  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather 
Schoolhouse  on  Meetinghouse  Hill,  Ward  Id,  provided 
it  can  be  done  by  the  payment  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  purchaser;  the  cost  of  said  cancellation 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  (Wayward  asked  the  object  of  passing 
such  an  order  as  this. 

Alderman  Power — A  petition  came  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  for  a  permit  to  move  that  schoolhouse. 
They  visited  the  premises  and  found  that  the  owner 
had  purchased  that  schoolhouse  at  an  auction  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  for  $800.  They 
found  that  it  was  a  very  good  building  for  school 
purposes,  and  also  learned  in  looking  over  the  matter 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  that  schoolhouse  being 
wanted  within  a  year.  A  new  brick  schoolhouse  has 
been  ejected  on  Meetinghouse  Hill,  close  to  where 
this  schoolhouse  stands,  and  I  presume  the  Commit  . 
tee  on  Public  Buildings  thought  this  wooden  school- 
house  would  n't  be  needed,  and  therefore  ordered 
it  to  be  sold.  I  learned  from  the  chairman  of  the 
School  Committee  of  that  district  that  in  all  proba- 
bility it  will  be  needed  within  a  year  The  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  found  that  the  city  owned  land 
enough  close  by  to  which  this  schoolhouse  could  be 
moved  without  interfering  with  the  new  school- 
house.  In  view  of  all  those  circumstances 
it  was  thought  not  to  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  to  allow  that  schoolhouse  to  be  taken 
away  o<  torn  down  and  it  would  be  best  to  pay 
the  expense  of  the  sale  if  it  can  be  done  so.  The 
chairman  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  district 
assures  me  that  extra  accommodations  will  be  needed 
this  year.  This  house  was  just  as  good  as  it  could 
be  so  far  as  to  size.  It  has  been  somewhat  disfigured 
by  the  purchaser,  but  to  repair  it  would  be  only  a 
trifling  expense  to  what  it  would  be  to  build  a  new 
building. 

Alderman  Sayward— This  seems  to  me  to  be  a  rath- 
er "singular  proceeding.  The  explanation  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Paving  were  applied  to  to  give  a  license 
to  remove  this  building.  Instead  of  granting  or  re- 
fusing It.  they  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  in- 
vestigate the  doings  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  who.  at  the  request  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, have  erected  a  new  schoolhouse  on  Meeting- 
house Hill,  which  has  been  very  much  needed  there 
for  many  years.  This  old  building  was  erected  twen- 
ty-live years  ago,  and  a  portion  of  "the  school  was  kept 
there  until  the  new  one  could  be  built.  Now  this 
may  have  been  sold  at  a  small  or  a  large  price,  but 
it  was  sold  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be 
taken  down  and  removed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  The  party  who  purchased  it 
wanted  to  move  it  in  as  few  pieces  as  possible;  he 
wanted  to  cut  it  in  two  or  three  parts,  so  as  to  save 
as  much  as  he  could.  The  committee  neither  refuse 
or  grant  permission  to  move  it.  but  they  have  agreed 
with  that  party  to  let  it  remain  there  until  they  can 
introduce  this  order  of  censure  upon  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  What  has  been  sold  is  an  old 
wooden  shell;  all  the  furnaces,  etc..  have  been  taken 


out,  and  on  a  fair  estimate  eight  hundred 
dollars  is  a  good  price  for  it.  This  house  is  neither 
needed  nor  tit  to  remain  there  now.  We  have  sold  a 
mere  shell  for  $810,  on  the  condition  that  it  shall  be 
taken  down  without  injury  to  the  trees.  If  the  party 
who  bought  it  could  have  got  a  permit  to  move  that 
building,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  an  advantage  to  him., 
if  he  i)roposes  to  fit  it  up  for  a  dwelling  house.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  considered  it  was  best 
to  take  the  house  out  of  the  way.  It  will  not  be  wanted 
for  a  j;ear,  and,  if  it  is,  there  are  other  provisions  for 
that  district.  A  new  building  has  been  erected,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  employ  a  watchman  at  night  for  fear  the 
old  one  will  be  set  on  fire.  For  this  reason  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  think  they  have  done  the 
best  thing  they  could  under  the  circumstances,  and  it 
appears  that  "the  Committee  on  Paving  desire  to 
censure  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Power — The  Committee  on  Paving  have 
not  the  slightest  desire  to  censure  anybody.  The  pe- 
tition came  to  that  body  for  leave  to  remove  that 
building;  we  did  n't  think  it  could  be  moved  without 
injury  to  the  trees  in  the  streets  through  which  it 
would  have  to  pass.  The  committee  went  out  to 
look  at  the  ground,  and  after  going  there  we  heard 
those  statements  I  have  made.  1  have  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  the  District  School  Com- 
mittee, stating  that  it  would  be  needed  with- 
in a  year,  and  hearing  that  the  city  owns  land  on 
which  it  could  be  put  by  removing  some  horse  sheds 
and  putting  it  there,  we  thought  certainly  that  the 
interests  of  the  city  should  be  consulted.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  School  Committee  should  be  the  best 
judges  of  the  question  whether  or  not  it  will  be  need- 
ed again.  The  gentleman  says  accommodations  are 
provided  for  in  case  they  are  wanted.  Now  I  under- 
stand that  they  intend  to  give  the  old  almshouse  for 
thai  purpose.  I  don't  think  it  will  be  prudent  to  put 
children  in  the  old  almshouse,  for  it  is  not  a  proper 
place  for  them.  As  I  stated  before,  we  wish  to  dis- 
claim any  intention  of  interfering  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings.  But  I  have  talked  with 
several  members  of  that  committee  and  they  tell 
me  that  they  did  n't  know  anything  about  it  and  if 
they  had  known  there  was  any  probability  of  accom- 
modations being  needed  there  they  would  not  have 
favored  its  sale.  I  don't  see  any  reason  why  it 
should  be  set  on  fire  any  more  than  any  other  build- 
ing. If  this  building  can  be  moved  for  $500  it  would 
be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  that  this  order 
should  pass. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentleman  says  he  dis- 
claims any  intention  to  censure.  I  can  only  say 
that  actions  speak  louder  than  words.  I  had 
no  knowledge  that  such  an  order  was  to  ,  be 
introduced.  Common  courtesy  would  h&ve  de- 
manded that  the  Committee  on  Paving  should  have 
mentioned  it  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  But  so  far  as  that  goes  I  care  very 
little  about  it.  The  gentleman  wants  this  bargain 
cancelled.  He  or  some  one  else  has  already  stopped 
proceedings.  The  ten  days  have  elapsed  and  the 
building  comes  back  to  the  city,  the  party  who 
bouglit  it  has  removed  all  the  partitions  within  the 
buildings,  and  there  is  not  even  so  much  now  as  we 
sold  him.  Now  the  committee  wants  us  to  buy  back 
that  building,  it  would  seem  that  the  party  has 
made  a  bad  bargain.  He  is  bound,  to  take  It  down 
and  get  it  away  from  there.  The  foundation  and  all 
beneath  the  ground  belongs  to  the  contractor 
who  built  the  other  building.  If  we  take  It 
back  the  city  will  buy  an  old  shell.  The  other 
building  has  been  made  wth  ample  room  for 
years  to  come.  There  are  more  rooms  than  they 
can  fill  today.  It  is  a  mixed  school ;  the  old  house 
was  never  of  sufficient  capacity  to  comply  with  the 
regulations.  At  any  time,  whether  one  year  or  five 
years  hence,  the  old  almshouse  can  be  fitted  up  at  a 
slight  expense  for  all  the  accommodations  that  may 
be  wanted  for  ten  years  to  come.  For  these  reasons 
it  is  disrespectful  for  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  at- 
tempt to  pass  such  an  order  as  this. 

Alderman  Power  read  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Cush- 
ing,  chairman  of  the  District  School  Committee,  say- 
ing that  "'Every  room  in  the  new  building  will  be  oc- 
cupied by  September,and  in  his  opinion  they  will  need 
more  space.  In  his  opinion  the  old  almshouse  is  un- 
fit for  a  schoolhouse,  the  rooms  being  low,  the  build- 
ing standing  on  the  south  side  of  a  gravel  bank  with 
no  proper  playground  about  it.  By  removing  the  old 
schoolhouse  three  hundred  feet  as  good  accommoda- 
tions will  be  obtained  as  will  be  needed,  and  by 
keeping  the  old  house  for  future  need  a  very  con- 
siderabie  sum  of  money  will  be  saved  to  the  city." 

Alderman  Power  —  In  relation  to  the  purchaser 
of  that  building  and  the  action  of  the  committee; 
the  former  "'as  notified  that  he  could  not  have 
permission  to  move  that  building  as  it  would 
injure  the  trees  on  the  streets.  As  I  stated  be- 
fore, we  don't  wish  to  censure  anybody.  We  all 
see  things  in  a  different  light.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  thought  it  best  to  sell  that  school- 
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house;  we  thought  differently,  and  this  Board  can 
decide  tlie  matter  as  they  thinlc  best.  We  simply 
give  our  views  on  tlie  matter  and  oft'er  that  order. 

Alderman  Sayvvard — It  seems  that  the  letter  is  in 
answer  to  an  inquiry  from  the  committee.  It  is  not 
voluntary.  ■  Dr.  Gushing  is  a  gentleman  and  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  mine,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  if 
he  had  any  desire  to  have  kept  that  schoolhouse  he 
would  have  consulted  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, who  had  the  m£^tter  in  charge.  Now,  sir, 
1  say  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  over- 
stepped the  bounds  of  their  duty.  It  is  for  each 
committee  to  attend  to  their  respective  business,  and 
when  a  matter  comes  up  here  for  discussion,  then  is 
the  proper  time  for  objection.  This  matter  is  con- 
fined to  one  or  two  gentlemen  in  Ward  l(i.  Dr.  Cush- 
ing  and  his  brother."  He  feared  that  some  of  those 
trees  would  be  crushed  if  the  building  was  moved 
The  doctor  says  he  would  be  glad  to  hnve  every 
building  on  the  hill  moved.  This  is  the  poorest 
building  there;   let  us  move  it  first. 

Alderman  Power  —  I  will  state  again  that 
when  the  Committee  on  Paving  went  out  to 
view  the  premises,  they  heard  that  the  School 
Committee  did  n't  wish  it  to  be  moved.  As  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  going  out  of  their  way,  now  I 
want  to  know  what  they  are  here  for.  Of  course  all 
gentlemen  will  consider  that  it  is  our  duty  to  look 
into  the  orders  and  recommendations  of  every  com- 
mittee. It  is  nothing  more  than  our  duty  to  look 
into  the  doings  of  every  committee  appointed  for 
any  purpose,  It  is  our  duty  to  know  that  the  recom- 
mendations of  any  committee  are  proper  before  act- 
ing upon  them.  We  took  hold  of  this  without  any 
intention  of  slighting  the  Committee  upon  Public 
Bnildings.  Upon  looking  into  this  matter  we  thought 
differently  from  what  we  did  at  first.  We  think  it  is 
not  for  the  interest  of  the  city  that  this  building  shall 
be  sold,  and  therefore  we  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Sayvvard— I  don't  wish  to  say  that  other 
committees'  doings  should  not  be  investigated.  But 
it  should  be  done^at  the  proper  time;  when  this  or- 
der came  up  that  was  the  time  to  discuss  it;  not  after 
it  was  passed  without  a  dissenting  voice.  I  believe 
we  have  done  the  best  thing.  I  would  like  to  know 
where  the  saving  is  to  buy  that  old  shell.  There  are 
other  members  of  the  School  Committee  who,  by  in- 
quiry, will  say  in  a  letter  that  it  is  unfit  for  a 
schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Power — We  have  another  important 
thing  that  I  forgot  to  mention.  It  is  customary  for 
the  School  Committee,  when  they  get  through  with  a 
schoolhouse,  to  deliver  it.  up  to  the  City  Government. 
I  think  that  in  this  instance  the  School  Committee 
have  not'  said  officially  that  they  have  got  through 
with  that  building.  In  relation  to  the  Almshouse,  I 
think  any  member  will  only  have  to  go  there  to  con- 
vince himself  of  its  unfitness  for  a  schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Sayward— This  comes  from  the  same 
Dr.  Cashing.  Is  n't  it  the  right  of  this  City  Govern- 
ment to  sell  any  property  without  regard  to  the 
School  Committee? 

Alderman  Quincy— Without  going  into  the  subject 
of  the  courtesy  of  the  two  committees,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  travelled  out 
of  their  track.  I  don't  like  this  idea  of  the  city  back- 
ing out  of  a  bargain  that  it  has  made.  But  if  a  blun- 
der has  been  made  I  think  we  should  go  back  and 
correct  it.  If  the  purchaser  has  n't  made  a  good  bar- 
gain, or  if  he  has  only  paid  the  fair  value  of  the 
property,  I  don't  see  why  we  should  n't  as  well  have 
that  money  in  the  treasury  as  not.  I  hope  the  order 
will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  was  stated  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  that  we  had  built  a  schoolhouse 
to  take  the  place  of  this  one.  I  have  never  seen  the 
building,  and  know  nothing  of  it  personally.  Ttie 
gentleman  said  it  was  somewhat  dilapidated.  I 
did  n't  suppose  that  another  schoolhouse  would  be 
wanted  in  that  locati(m,  and  only  know  of  this  by 
representation.  All  the  members  of  the  committee 
voted,  on  the  representations  made,  to  sell  the  house. 
Now  with  regard  to  the  last  speaker,  the  Committee 
on  Paving  rather  hold  the  purchaser  by  the  ears.  If 
they  don't  give  him  permission  to  remove  it  he  has 
got  to  tear  it  down.  If  they  hold  him  to  it,  and  he 
does  not  move  it,  it  comes  back  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  would  call  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  the  fact  that  the  sale  had  been  adver- 
tised, and  the  terms  were  that  the  building  should  be 
taken  down.  He  bought  it  understandingly  He 
would  like  to  move  it  so  that  it  can  be  got  together 
again  at  the  least  expense  possible.  There  is  nothing 
for  the  committee  to  do  except  to  say  whether  it  is  to 
be  removed  in  larger  pieces  than  the  law   will   allow. 

Alderman  Power — I  should  think  that  Mr.  (Uishiiig 
is  the  best  judge  of  what  they  intended  to  do. 
Persons  I  have  conversed  with  say  it  is  a 
most  wanton  piece  of  destruction  to  tear  that 
building  down.  It  is  just  as  good  a  build- 
ing, as  can  be  built  of  wood,  and  will  answer 
alTthe  purposes  of  any  brick  building.    It  is  of  a 


modern  style,  and  if  the  damage  that  the  purchaser 
has  done  is  repaired,  it  will  answer  the  purpose  as 
well  as  any  building  that  can  be  constructed.  I  say 
that  if  yon  do  not  pass  this  order  it  will  put  this  city 
to  an  expense  of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars  at 
least,  whicli  you  may  save  if  you  leave  the  building 
there. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  am  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
for  disclaiming  any  censure.  He  just  used  the  word 
wanton,  and  I  should  like  to  know  if  that  is  not  cen- 
sure, of  the  worst  kind. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  should  lilie  to  inquire  what  is 
the  size  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  can  understand 
what  is  its  size  when  the  Chairman  of  the  Sehool 
Committee  says  it  will  accommodate  three  hundred 
children.  It  can  be  put  in  good  order  again  at  an  ex- 
pense of  a  thousanc  dollars,  and  be  set  upon  the 
ground  of  the  city,  which  is  the  very  best  for  school 
purposes.  In  fact,  there  is  no  comparison  between 
the  old  almshouse  and  that  locality.  If  the  building 
is  sold,  in  my  opinion  it  will  be  a  great  loss  to  the 
city. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  apprehend  that  this  is  a  sub- 
ject of  which  members  of  the  Board  know  very  little. 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  lay  it  on  the  table  till  the 
next  meeting,  with  the  understanding  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  mvestigate.  1  therefore  move 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Members  desiring  to  speak,  the  motion  was  tem- 
porarily withdrawn. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be 
laid  on  the  table.  All  the  light  gentlemen  want  has 
been  given  them.  It  would  be  doing  wrong  to  the 
party  who  bought  this  building  to  let  it  go  over.  I 
think  he  is  here  in  the  room,  or  he  was,  awaiting 
some  decision  from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  to 
moving  the  building  down  some  other  street  in  place 
of  the  one  where  it  was  thought  the  trees  would  be 
defaced.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  both  partiea; 
to  settle  this  matter  at  the  present  time. . 

Alderman  Power— I  must  confess  I  agree  with  Al- 
derman Sayward.  The  purchaser  is  in  a  bad  fix.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  as  well  to  decide  the  question  now 
as  at  any  time.  This  Board  will  not  make  any  mis- 
take by  passing  that  order.  I  am  willing  to  stake  my 
judgment  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Hulbert— My  object  in  presenting  this 
motion  is  simply  this:  There  are  two  gentlemen  pre- 
senting opposite  views.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance. We,  to  act  judiciously,  should  know  what 
we  arc  voting  on,  and  my  object  was  simply  to  end 
the  discussion  at  the  present  hour.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  withdraw  my  motion  and  will  abide  by  the 
Board. 

Alderman  Say  ward— We  have  acted  under  the  au  - 
thority  of  the  Board,  and  the  question  is,  whether 
this  Board  will  back  up  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  or  whether  they  will  pass  the  order  of  my 
friend,  who,  with  his  usual  persistency,  when  he 
starts  out  on  a  thing,  is  bound  to  put  it  through.  His 
arguments  are  against  what  he  has  argued  in  other 
matters.  The  School  Committee  ought  to  know  how- 
many  truant  officers  they  need— but  did  the  gentle- 
.inan  vote  for  them  ? 

Alderman  Stebl)ins— Has  the  party  paid  for  the 
building  yet? 

Alderman  Sayward— We  did  n't  present  the  hill  at 
once;  the  party  is  amply  able  to  pay. 

Alderman  Gibson— We  ought  not  to  go  round  in 
the  dark  in  this  matter.  Both  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site have  good  judgment,  and  if  we  have  done  wrong 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  confess  it  and  take  the  right 
course.  If  here  is  a  building  that  will  accommodate 
three  hundred  scholars,  and  it  can  be  saved  for  $800, 
why  should  we  not  do  it? 

Alderman  Sayward— I  cannot  be  moved  until  this 
question  of  the  church's  sheds  is  decided.  The 
owners  of  the  church  don't  want  the  sheds  there.  If 
the  gentleman  thinks  he  has  done  something  wrong, 
we  are  perfectly  willing  to  forgive  him. 

Alderman  Power— Those  sheds  are  a  nuisance,  and 
have  been  ordered  to  be  taken  away  by  the  Mayor  on 
two, occasions,  and  yet  it  seems  the  people  can  keep 
them  there  without  having  any  trouble. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  gentleman  says  there  are 
certain  horse  sheds  which  are  a  nuisance;  the  order 
to  have  them  removed  has  already  gon(!  forth.  Now 
there  are  two  or  three  which  set.  over  the  line  be- 
tween the  land  of  the  First  Parish  and  the  City  of 
Boston.  Both  the  Town  of  Dorchester  and  the  City 
of  Boston  have  been  travelling  over  the  First  Parish's 
land  to  get  to  the  school  bnildings.  This  year  the 
Committee  on  Public  Ihiildings  have  made  arrange- 
ments to  have'  tli('  right  of  way.  We  thought  it 
would  lie  untiling  Init  right. 

Alderman  Galiield— I  have  never  known  in  all  my 
experience  in  the  C:ity  (Government  a.  Board  of  Alder- 
men whose  members  have  ever  acted  with  greater 
courtesy  to  each  other  than  this.  But  I  think  that 
here  we  have  a  case  in  which  there  is  some  difference 
of  opinion  between  members  of  the  same  committee. 
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I  don't  think  any  member  meant  anything  disre- 
spectful to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  The 
apparent  disrespect  arises  from  the  fact  that  we  have 
been  away  from  the  city  for  several  days. 

I  have  no  donbt  the  gentleman  intended  to  confer 
with  the  committee  or  with  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings.  But  we  have  been  away  for  a 
fortnight  and  have  n't  been  together  day  by  day  as  we 
have  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  Committee  on  Sewers 
had  occasion  to  go  to  the  locality ;  I  saw  the  building 
and  thought  it  was  a  new  one.  The  gentleman  says 
he  can  get  information  from  other  members  of  the 
School  Committee.  Let  us  have  this  information  at 
the  end  of  a  fortnight,  and  after  having  had  a  good 
time  let  us  come  together  again  and  bury  the  hatchet. 
Alderman  Sayward — I  disclaim  any  ill  feeling. 
After  we  pass  out  of  this  room  I  don't  expect  either 
the  gentleman  or  myself  will  be  deadly  enemies.  I 
have  been  here  today  for  hours,  and  the  first  of  my 
hearing  of  this  order  was  when  it  was  offered.  For 
that  reason  I  would  n't  desire  it  to  be  deferred  any 
longer.  There  is  no  more  information  to  be  obtained 
ou  the  sub.iect. 

Alderman  Clark— There  is  quite  a  diversity  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  as  it  will  require 
concurrent  action,  if  the  order  should  pass  tonight 
nothing  will  be  gained.  Therefore,  I  move 
that  the  order  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  in  the  mean- 
time let  members  visil  the  locality  and  post  them- 
selves. I  know  something  of  the  value  of  the  build- 
ing, and  I  think  |800  a  very  small  amount  to  pay  for 
it.  I  don't  think  twenty  thousand  dollars  will  put 
up  as  good  a  one.  If  there  is  any  chance  of  new  ac- 
commodations, it  would  be  better  not  to  sell  this  one. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings have  done  what  they  deemed  for"  the  city's  Dest 
•  interest;  but  as  the  passage  of  the  order  would  not 
progress  matters  at  all,  and,  as  it  has  to  go  to  the 
other  branch,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table; 
though  I  withdraw  the  motion  if  any  gentleman  de- 
sires to  speak. 

Alderman  Sayward— All  these  gentlemen,  I  have  no 
doubt,  have  good  judgment  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
Ijuildings,  but  I  will  simply  remark  that  from  what 
the  gentleman  says  that  he  knows  nothing  about  it- 
But  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  This  order  re- 
quu'es  concurrent  action  if  we  pass  it,  but  if  we  kill 
it  it  will  not. 

Alderman  Clark — 1  shall  feel  compelled  to  vote  for 
the  order  today  and  I  might  not  vote  so  two  weeks 
hence. 

Alderman  Sayward— We  are  all  liable  to  err  in  our 
judgment.  Tliere  have  been  many  buildings  sold  by 
the  city  of  Boston  which  were  very  much  more  valu- 
able than  this.  Gentlemen  are  sticking  upon  this 
building;  they  want  it  moved  because  the  Chairman 
of  the  School  Committee  has  said  that  they  may  need 
it.  The  gentleman's  judgment  may  be  worth  some- 
thing, and  it  may  not.  Other  members  of  that  com- 
mittee say  they  don't  want  U.  The  gentleman  says 
it  may  be  set  upon  a  rock.  This  is  perfectly  prepos- 
terous. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  has  stated  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  had  made  ar- 
rangements for  future  accommodations.  Now  if 
there  are  not  going  to  be  future  accommodations 
needed,  why  should  they  be  looking  for  them?  I 
hope  this  order  will  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  for  the 
purchaser  may  go  on  and  tear  down  the  uilding  and 
put  the  city  to  an  expense  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
In  the  Municipal  Register  the  value  of  the  house  is 
put  down  at  twenty-two  thousand  dollars.  Such  a 
building  caunol  be  erected  for  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  only  safe  way  for  us  to  economize  is  to 
pass  this  order. 

Alderman  Clark  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.    The  vote  war  as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Gaftield.  Hul- 
bert— 4. 

.Nays — Aldermen  Brown,  Cutter,  Emery.  Gibson, 
Power,  Quincy,  Sayward,  Stebbins— 8. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  order  the  vote 
stood— 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Gaffleld,  Gibson,  Hulbert,  Power — 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Emery, Quincy,  Sayward  and  Steb- 
bins — 4. 
The  order  Was  accordingly  passed. 
Alderman  Clark,  from  the   Committee  on   Streets, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  be  and 
they  hereby  are  authorized,  in  the  settlement  with 
John  L.  Gardner,  for  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Congress  street,  between  Water  and 
State  streets,  to  make  such  terms  with  said  Gardner, 
for  the  temporary  occupancy  of  the  portion  of  his  es- 
tate taken  to  widen  said  streets,  as  the  said  commit- 
tee shall  deem  expedient. 
The  order  was  read  twice,  and  passed. 


Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  quit,  giving  notice  to  the  heirs 
of  T.  Bigelow  Lawrence  tol-emove  obstructions  from 
Milk  street  by  Sept.  1,  and  to  the  Liberty-square 
Warehouse  Company,  John  Belknap,  Daniel  P.  Stone 
and  Benjamin  F.  White  to  remove  obstructions  from 
the  extension  of  Oliver  street  by  Feb.  27,  1873.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows:  Ebenezer  Holden, 
$280  70,  on  accoitnt  of  Humphrey  street  wideniuf^; 
John  N.  Tileston,  .f  1000.  on  account  of  widening  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue;  Charles  H.  Cotting,  trustee.  $90,- 
450,  on  account  of  the  extension  of  Washington 
street  to  Haymarket  square;  heirs  of  Joseph  Lioby, 
$1,500,  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Federal  street; 
John  L.  Gardner,  $34,929,  on  account  of  the  widening 
of  Congress  street;  Francis  B.  Hayes,  $13,450,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Widening  of  Washington  street;  H.  Hol- 
lis  Hunnewcll,  $33,87.o,  on  account  ol  the  widening  of 
Essex  street;  Alden  Avery,  $1277  50,  on  account  of 
the  widening  of  Dudley  street;  Aaron  C.  Baldwin, 
$10,000,  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Essex  street; 
Adeline  Bartlett,  administratrix,  $3945,  on  account 
of  the  widening  of  Hawley  street;  heirs  of  Solomon 
Piper,  $5320,  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Broad 
street;  Bartholomew  Otheman,  $11,200,  on  account 
of  the  widening  of  Hanover  street;  Gardner  Brewer, 
$13,590.  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Washington 
street;  George  N.  March,  $52,  on  account  of  the 
widening  of  Hawley  street;  John  H.  J.  Hincke, 
$1460,  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Lincoln  street. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Markets, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be  au- 
thorized to  lease  the  stalls  in  Paneuil-Hall  Market 
upon  such  terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  In  - 
terests  of  the  city;  provided,  however,  that  no  lease 
shall  be  granted  for  a  term  exceeding  three  years. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  voted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  not  to  renew  the  leases  of  the 
outside  stalls  which  e-xpire  at  the  same  time.  He 
would  move  an  amendment  that  the  committee  be 
directed  not  to  renew  the  outside  leases. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  presume  it  is  well  known  to 
the  members  of  the  Board  that  the  outside  stalls  are 
wooden  siructures.and  that  there  are  only  two  of  them. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  matter  of  removing  the 
stalls  was  brought  before  the  committee  by  parties 
doing  business  on  North  Market  street.  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Superintendent  of  Markets  that  these 
leases  expire  at  the  same  time  as  the  others.  The 
committee  is  of  the  opinion  tha',  these  outside  stalls 
should  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  lease  expires.  In 
South  Market  street  there  are  two  oyster  shops  and 
North  Market  street  two.  They  should  be  removed 
forthwith. 

Alderman  Gibson  explained  his  statement.  If  it 
was  desired  to  make  a  clean  sweep,  they  would  have 
it  done. 

Alderman  Brown— As  I  understand  it,  the  commit- 
tee have  voted  that  these  stalls  should  be  removed 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  they  have  all 
been  removed,  except  one  on  North  Market  street. 
The  committee  do  not  propose  to  renew  these  licen- 
ses, as  I  understand  it.  I  don't  think  there  is  any 
thought  of  the  Market  Committee  to  re-kase  them, 
or  to  let  them  continue. 

Alderman  Stebbins— In  order  to  .save  trouble  I 
move  to  so  amend,  so  that  the  committee  have  no. 
power  to  re-lease  the  outside  stalls. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  Committee  on  Licenses^ 
voted  not  to  give  tho.se  stands  a  license,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  be  amended.  Let  us  leave  it  to  the 
honor  of  the  committee.  ' 

Alderman  Gibson— Some  people  say  it  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  do  this. 

Alderman  Sayward— jVIany  people  say  things  are 
necessary  which  this  Board  does  not  see  lit  to  do. 

The  order  offered  by  Alderman  Gibson  was  then 
passed,  and  the  following  was  offered  by  Alderman 
Stebbins: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Faneuil-Hall 
Market  be  directed  not  to  renew  the  leases  of  any 
stands  outside  the  market  building  in  South  or  North 
Market  street. 

Alderman  Gibson  asked  how  far  this  was  intended 
to  go. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  had  special  refer- 
ence to  the  oyster  stands,  four  or  five  in  number. 

Alderman  Erown  asked  if  it  would  prevent  the 
Committee  on  Markets  from  leasing  places  for  the 
sale  of  vegetables  in  connection  with  the  market.  If 
it  does,  I  should  hope  it  would  not  pass.  He  pro- 
posed that  the  order  specify  oyster  or  refreshment 
stands. 

This  was  agreed  to  and  the  order  was  so  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  it  was  voted  that 
when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  for  two  weeks. 
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Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Commiltee  on  Streets, 
reported  no  further  action  nece><sary  on  the  petition 
of  Moses  Williams  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
his  property  on  Fort  Hill,  inasmuch  as  the  petitioner 
has  already  obtained  a  judgment  in  court  in  favor  of 
his  claim.     Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  remove  all  obstructions  extending  over 
the  line  of  Warren  street,  as  widened  by  the  Board  ./f 
Street  Commissioners,  between  Q.uincy  street  and 
Blue  Hill  avenue. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  vote  referring 
the  petition  for  the  paving  of  Linwood  square  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Common  was  reconsidered,  and 
the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

THE   NORMAL   SCHOOL  TBACHEKS. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  ac- 
cepting the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction and  rejecting  an  order  to  pay  the  teachers 
of  the  Normal  School  their  salaries  to  the  lirst  rf 
September. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table.  He  explained  that  he  wanted  the 
members  of  the  Board  to  post  themselves  on  this 
subject  by  obtaining  information  as  to  their  legal 
rights. 

Alderman  Gaffield  said  the  vote  had  been  pased  ten 
to  two  at  tlie  last  meeting,  but  he  would  ^'ote  to  lay 
it  on  the  table  if  the  gentleman  had  n't  information 
enough  already. 

Alderman  Power  desired  the  question  to  be  divided. 

Alderman  Sayward  asked  if  a  motion  to  reconsider 
had  been  made;  he  had  not  heard  it,  and  raised  the 
point  of  order  that  no  question  was  before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Brown  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  make 
a  motion  like  that  of  Alderman  Clark. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  it  was. 

Alderman  Power  understood  that  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  (i  gave  notice  to  the  clerk  of  intention  to 
move  a  reconsideration,  and  now  he  moves  to  lay  it 
on  the  table.  I  contend  there  is  no  question  before 
us. 

Alderman  Clark — I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  to 
reconsider  within  the  required  time,  and  I  now  ask 
that  that  motion  be  laid  on  the  table.  This  is  per- 
fectly in  order  as  declared  by  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Sayward — That  is  simply  moving  to 
lay  the  request  made  to  the  Clerk  on  the  table.  If 
the  Chair  decides  that  in  order,  I  shall  appeal  from 
the  decision. 

Alderman  Quihcy  -The  motion  can  be  laid  en  the 
table.  The  gentleman  can  say,  "I  move  to  recon- 
sider and  I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table." 

.\lderman  Clark — I  intended  to  move  to  reconsider, 
and  if  I  did  not  I  now  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Power  asked  if  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  the  question  before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Clark — Any  other  member  has  the  right 
to  move  to  lay  a  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table; 
why  has  not  the  original  mover  the  same  right? 

Alderman  Gibson — The  gentleman  has  made  this 
request  and  I  am  willing  to  grant  it  provided  he  will 
not  bring  the  subject  up  unless  rhe  members  are  all 
present.     I  don't  want  him  to  spring  a  trap  on  us. 

Alderman  (Uark—This  is  the  first  time  anything  of 
this  kind  has  ever  taken  place  since  I  have  been m 
this  Board.  I  have  no  intention  of  springing  a  trap 
on  the  gentleman. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  understand  that  the  vote 
has  been  reconsidered.  The  gentleman  comes  in, 
and  moves  to  reconsider  and  then  moves  to  lay  it  ob 
the  table. 

Alderman  Clark— I  see  that  the  Alderman  is  as 
clear  as  he  usually  is  on  subjects  that  he  talks  upon. 
It  is  perfectly  in  order  to  move  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.  My  object  is  this;  If  I 
were  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote  to- 
night I  should  lose  it,  but  in  order  to  save 
it,  I  ask  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table, 
to  be  kept  alive  so  that  some  members  of  the  Board 
can  post  themselves  up  and  see  that  they  have  done 
wrong  in  not  voting  to  pay  the  salaries  of  these 
teachers.  The  mT?t,ter  can  be  killed  two  weeks  hence 
just  as  will  as  now. 

Alderman  Graffield— There  is  one  thing  I  wish  the 
Board  to  recollect.  The  master  of  this  school  is  ad- 
vertising for  pupils.  If  we  pass  this  vote  it  will  go 
abroad  that  we  have  not  made  up  our  minds  on  this 
subject:  Still  I  will  vote  for  it  if  the  Alderman  will 
bring  it  up  at  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Clark  promised  to  bring  it  up  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  don't  like  to  choke  off  a 
member  from  an  investigation  that  he  desires  to 
make.  But  I  wish  it  understood  that  I  am  not  in  for 
paying  these  teachers.  I  don't  want  to  be  trapped  in 
the  future,  but  as  I  have  the  word  of  the  Alderman 
I  will  vote  for  the  motion. 


Alderman  Hulbert— In  obedience  to  the  request  of 
Alderman  Clark  this  week  I  called  on  the  City  Solici- 
tor and  put  the  question  to  him, whether  we  have  any 
right  to  pay  these  teachers,  and  he  said  we  have  no 
right  to  pay  them.  This  being  so  unquestionable,  it 
seems  to  me  that  I  cannot  reasonably  assent  to  hav- 
ing the.moiion  laid  on  the  table.  With  all  regard  for 
my  friend  from  Ward  (i,  I  think  it  would  imply  too 
much.  I  find  my  hands  perfectly  tied.  I  have  no 
prejudice.  The  City  Solicitor  says  you  can  do  cer- 
tain things  and  you  cannot  do  certain  other  tilings. 
This  has  been  definitely  stated  by  him.  Having  seen 
him  and  got  this  opinion  from  him,  I  must  vote 
against  this  motion. 

Alderman  Clark — If  all  the  members  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  consult  the  City  Solicitor,  I  ask  no 
further  delay.  It  is  merely  to  give  members  an 
opportunity  to  talk  with  the  City  Solicitor  that  I 
made  this  motion.  I  have  been  to  see  him,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  find  him.  According  to  his  opinion, 
this  has  been  illegal  for  twenty  years,  and  we  have 
had  no  legal  right  to  pay  a  salary  to  any  person  em- 
ployed in  the  Normal  School. 

Alderman  Clark  then  withdrew  both  the  motion  to 
reconsider  and  lay  on  the  table. 

FIRE   APPARATUS   FOR  CITY   HALL. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  had  a  report  to  present 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  He  did  it 
from  a  sense  of  duty.  But  the  Board  had  just  passed 
a  very  discourteous  order.  He  should  hope  that  the 
report  would  be  discussed  and  passed  upon,  but 
after  the  action  this  afternoon  he  felt  some  diffidence 
and  hoped  that  if  there  is  anything  In  the  report  that 
members  do  not  underfitand  they  would  satisfy  them- 
selves before  passing  it  over.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  witnessed  an  exhibition 
of  the  invention  of  Hon.  E!  S.  Tobey  as  a  means  of 
extinguishing  fires  upon  the  roofs  of  large  buildings, 
and  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  same  for 
the  City  Hall.  The  building  is  already  supplied  with 
the  high  service,  which,  together  with  the  requii'ca 
tanks  and  fixtures  to  retain  the  water  upon  the  roof, 
will  give  the  city  the  benefit  of  this  invention  at  a 
small  expense.  The  committee  would  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary fixtures  for  the  adoption  of  Hon.  E.  S.  Tobey's 
invention  for  extinguishing  fires  upon  the  roofs  of 
large  buildings  and  cause  the  same  to  be  placed  upon 
the  City  Hall  building,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Brown  asked  that  the  report  be  laid  over. 
He  was  absent  at  the  time  the  matter  was  intro- 
duced. The  City  Hall  has  stood  so  long  that  it  wont 
be  very  disastrous  to  let  the  matter  lie  over. 

Alderman  Sayward  only  desired  to  do  his  duty.  He 
had  no  desire  to  press  the  subject. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  order  would  be 
adopted,  and  that  speedily.  It  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  the  apparatus  be  put  into 
the  City  Hall  and  Public  Library  and  every 
otner  public  building.  It  is  no  argument  that  this 
building  has  stood  for  some  time.  We  are  having 
fires  constantly,  and  it  was  only  the  other  day  that  an 
appliance  attached  to  a  building  in  Roxbury  saved  it 
from  being  burned. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  what  the  expense 
would  be. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  supposed  it  would  be, 
probably,  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
There  are  already  stand  pipes  in  the  interior  of  the 
building,  and  all  that  is  needed  will  be  to  place  stand 
pipes  on  the  outside. 

Alderman  Hulbert  thought  this  one  of  those  things 
on  which  it  would  do  well  to  take  a  little  time  for 
proper  consideration.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  it 
is  all  right. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  members  would  be  allowed 
an  opportunity  to  see  the  operation  of  this  appliance. 
It  lias  been  shown  to  great  satisfaction  on  the  Con 
gregational  building  to  members  of  the  Board.  It  is 
an  absolute  protection  to  the  entire  roof  of  the 
building,  and  on  the  City  Hall  it  would  protect  both 
the  roof  and  dome. 

Alderman  Brown  withdrew  his  objection  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward  hoped  the  order  would  be  laid 
over. 

Alderman  Gibson  explained  the  construction  and 
operation  of  the  apparatus. 

Alderman  Hulbert  did  n't  want  to  vote  for  anything 
that  he  didn't  know  anything  about.  If  the  majority 
of  the  Board  had  witnessed  this  operation  and  were 
satisfied  with  it  he  would  otfer  no  objection 

The  subject  was  then  laid  over,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Brown  the  Board  adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeiij 

AUGUST    35,    1873. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  Alder- 
man Cntter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

Thirty-five  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Sep- 
tember term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay — William  Han- 
nen,  Lyceum  Hall,  Ward  16;  Melville  DuCrowe,  Bos- 
ton Young  Men  Christian  Association  building,  cor- 
ner Eliot  and  Treraont  streets;  James  McCartney, 
221  Washington  street. 

Railroad  Police— Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  C.  H. 
Chase;  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  George  E. 
Black,  Warren  S.  Brown,  Charles  H.  Crumett,  Wil- 
liam D.  Thurston,  Joseph  O.  Mowry.  Hiram  Eld- 
ridge,  station  agents;  Benjamin  P.  Williams,  Em- 
mons Metcalf,  Joseph  N.  Weaver,  conductors;  H. 
W.  Pettengill,  Charles  W.  Gleason,  John  Mclntire, 
watchmen. 

PETITIONS   PKESENTED  AND  REPEEEED. 

Of  R.  J.  Elder,  to  build  a  wooden  stable  on  Border 
street,  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions. 

Of  McQuesten  &  Fogg,  to  enlarge  a  lumber  shed 
at  JTO  Border  street. 

Of  Davis  Damon,  to  make  additions  to  wooden 
building  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions,  at  64  Eaton 
street. 

Of  Charles  P.  Clark,  trustee  Boston,  Hartford  & 
Erie  Railroad,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boston 
wharf,  far  coal  shed  for  use  of  the  corporation. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

Of  Joshua  D.  Howard,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
on  Earl  street. 

Of  Joseph  Ham,  to  occupy  a  brick  stable  in  rear  of 
Port  avenue,  opposite  old  stand  pipe,  and  remons- 
trance of  Uriel  H.  Crocker,  et  al.,  against  grantmg  the 
same. 

Of  Peter  E.  Brandley,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
on  Downer  street,  Ward  15, 

Of  Jacob  Edwards,  to  occupy  stable  on  Maple  av- 
enue. 

Of  Manuel  Silva,  to  occupy  stable  on  Van  Winkle 
street,  Ward  16. 

Of  Prescott  Chapin,  to  occupy  stable  on  Liverpool 
wharf. 

Of  Adeline  P.  Flanders,  to  build  stable  on  Fenton 
and  Greenwich  streets. 

Of  Patrick  Norton,  to  erect  stable  on  Pearl  street, 
Ward  16. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

Of  James  S.  Little,  e/,  al,  for  a  clock  on  the  tower 
of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  now  erecting  on 
Shawmut  avenue;  to  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms. 

Of  W.  C.  Kingsbury,  et  al.,  that  Groton  street  be 
paved  with  wood  or  stone  blocks. 

Of  trustees  of  estate  of  Robert  C.  Hooper,  to  be 
paid  for  grade  damages  on  Cottage  street. 

Of  John  G.  Webster,  et  al.,  that  Boylston  street 
between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon  streets  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Of  Jewett  &  Pitcher,  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  Con- 
dor street  be  gravelled. 

Of  David  A  Berry,  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on 
Fifth  street,  between  K  and  M  streets. 

Of  William  Donaldson,  «<  a^.,  that  the  obstruction 
at  the  corner  of  Walnut  avenue  and  Rockland  street 
be  removed. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Of  W.  R.  Clark,  that  the  piles  in  the  dock  at  the 
foot  of  Belcher's  lane  may  be  removed;  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 

Of  Rumrill  &  Stanton,  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Catawba 
street. 

Of  W.  R.  Clark,  for  a  sewer  through  Foster's  wharf, 
from  Broad  street. 

Of  Amos  A.  Stevens  et  al. ,fov  sewer  in  Condor 
street,  from  Meridian  street  to  Putnam  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Of  Henry  Lee  representing  that  in  the  year  1868  he 
deeded  to  the  city  161  feet  of  land  on  Bedford  street, 
at  the  corner  of  Lincoln  street,  for  which  he  received 
no  money,  and  his  neighbor  on  the  opposite  side  of 
Lincoln  street  obtaining  from  a  jury  an  award  of  $.32 
per  foot  for  his  land  taken  by  the  city.  Petitioner's 
compensation  was  the  widening  of  Bedford  street, 
for  which  he  did  not  much  care,  also  and  chiefly,  the 


setting  back  of  Church  Green  19  feet,  which  brought 
19  fset  of  petitioner's  Bedford-street  front  on  a 
square.  By  the  widening  of  Lincoln  street  the  peti- 
tioner now  loses  5  feet  out  of  19  feet,  or  more  than  a 
quarter  of  the  consideration,  for  which  loss  he  asks 
compensation,  as  the  price  awarded  for  the  land  tak- 
en ou  Lincoln  street  had  to  be  in  proportion  to  other 
awards,  based  on  the  value  of  the  land  only.  Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Of  occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall  Markets,  that  the  hour 
of  closing  said  markets  be  at  5  P.  M.,  excepting  Satur- 
days at  nine,  and  the  evenings  before  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas,  which  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Market  Committee,  the  same  to  be  inserted  in 
the  forthcoming  leases.  Of  the  162  stalls  of  the 
market  120  are  in  favor,  18  are  neutral,  and  22  are 
against  the  closing,  and  3  are  not  represented  on  the 
petition. 

Remonstrance  of  Curtis  &  Co.  et  al.,  against  the 
proposed  change  of  time  of  closing  Faneuil  Hall 
Markets,  and  that  they  be  closed  at  5  P.  M.,  excepting 
Saturdays  and  holidays,  from  Oct.  27  to  Jan.  27inclu- 
'sive.  Also  petition  of  Lewis  Rice  &  Son,  and  other 
hotel  keepers,  in  aid  of  the  remonstrance,  and  asking 
for  a  hearing. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Markets. 

OEDER    OF  NOTICE. 

•  The  order  of  notice  for  a  sewer  in  Buckingham 
street  being  considered,  no  objection  was  offered, 
and  the  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

On  the  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  John 
Ritchie  et  al.,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine,  no  ob- 
jection being  offered,  the  petition  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

FANEUIL-HALL  MARKET. 

The  report  of  C.  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Fane- 
uil-Hall  Market,  for  the  quarter  ending  July  31,  was 
received.  During  the  quarter  |21,092  57  have  been 
received,  as  follows:  Stalls,  $10,396  50;  cellars,  $5385; 
permanent  outside  stands,  $708  75;  weighing  at  mar- 
ket scales,  $88  82;  stalls  in  nevv  market,  $3030;"cellars 
in  new  market,  $1462  50;  for  tree  stand,  $21.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  order  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings for  applying  Hon.  E.  Tobey's  apparatus  for  ex- 
tinguishing fires  to  City  Hall  came  up  as  unfinished 
business. 

Alderman  Gibson  remarked  that  he  had  never  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  apparatus  work,  but  some 
parties  who  were  interested  in  another  pattern  had 
told  him  that  if  the  wind  happened  to  be  blowing  it 
would  drive  the  water  all  on  one  side.  He,  however, 
had  no  experience  in  the  matter  and  would  make  no 
objection. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

EEPOKTS   OP   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Martin 
Lennon  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  to  widen  Dearborn 
street  and  Hartopp  place;  and  of  George  H.  Lane  et 
al.  that  the  removal  of  buildings  on  the  WashingtoiL- 
street  extension  be  done  at  night.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay,  as  follows:  Martha  H.  Ban- 
croft, .$2000,  on  account  of  Federal-street  widening; 
Alden  Avery,  $];:535  90,  on  account  of  Dudley-street 
widening;  John  Richardson,  $248  25,  on  account  of 
widening  of  Cottage  street;  heirs  of  James  Otis, 
$29,808.  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Broad  street 
The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Licen- 
ses, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of 
Matthias  F.  Horgan  for  hack  stand  at  253  Dorchester 
street;  transferring  license.  No.  604,  from  Thomas 
Humphrey  to  James  King  ;  of  Tompkins  &  Thayer 
for  license  for  the  Boston  Theatre  for  the  ensuing 
season  ;  of  William  H.  Vialle  to  deal  in  second-hand 
articles  at  130  and  132  Fulton  street;  of  Heman  Kalish 
to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  at  44  Salem 
street;  of  Aaron  Aronson.  for  pawnbroker's  license,, 
at  27  Kneeland  street;  of  William  P.  Pierce,  for  auc- 
tioneer's license,  at  168  Brooks  street;  of  transfer  of 
billiard  license  to  Henry  C.  Pratt.  Neponset  avenue, 
to  W.  A.  Stevens;  of  John  T.  Harris,  for  auction- 
eer's license,  at  29  Pemberton  square;  of  George  K. 
Savillc,  for  billiard  license,  at  corner  of  Warren  and 
Palmer  streets.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  granting  victuallers'  licenses  to 
John  Nichols,  230  Broadway;  M.  J.  Kelly,  corner 
Dorchester  and  Eighth  streets;  Patrick  C.  Ryan,  50 
Bndicott  street;  P.  M.  Deuon,  871  Washington  street; 
William  Benson,  312  Dover  street;  Frank  A.  Caswell, 
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59  Shawmut  avenue;  George  K.  Saville,  4  Warren 
street. 

The  same  committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw 
on  the  following  applications  for  victualler's  license: 
James  Keenan,  96  Maverick  street;  John  Fleming, 
1013  Tremont  street:  also  in  favor  of  renewal  of 
license  of  Ann  M.  Schiiltze,  Employment  Agency, 
1749  Washington  street;  also  leave  to  withdraw  on 
application  of  C.  K.  Miller  for  billiard  license  at  112 
Harvard  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported orders  revoking  the  license  of  John  M.  Towne, 
victualler,  769  Washington  street,  and  Cornelius  Mc- 
Carthy, a  newsboy.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  approval  of  the  transfer  of  six- 
teen wagon  licenses  as  petitioned  for,  and  in  favor  of 
granting  wagon  licenses  to  A.  J.  Boies,  Daniel  O'Hern, 
Thomas  W.  Kennamon,  Joseph  Mead,  L.  Stratton, 
John  Lynch.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tion of  T.  C.  Meagher,  et  al.,  for  leave  to  use  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  September  8th,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  a  mass  meeting  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  present  Prohibitory  law.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Nathaniel  Tucker,  William  Agnew,  A.  C.  Richmond, 
W.  E.  Coffin,  H.  P.  Dunbar,  to  erect  wooden  stables; 
also,  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  L.  H.  Kalla  for 
same.     Severally  accepted. 

A  requisition  for  $1601  68,  for  the  expenses  of  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  during  the  month  of  September, 
was  received  from  Sheriff  Clark,  the  same  havmg 
been  audited  by  the  City  Auditor.  The  bills  were  ap- 
proved by  the  board. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
George  W.  Bowker  for  leave  to  use  a  caloric  engine 
at  the  corner  of  Albany  and  Dedham  streets.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  an  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Buckingham  street,  which  was  passed. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  author- 
ized to  erect  a  new  flag  staff  upon  "'Tommy's  Rocks'* 
so  called,  in  place  of  the  old  one,  which  has  become 
decayed  and  dangerous,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  and  seventy -iive  dollars;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Alderman  Power,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from 
Gold  street.  Silver  street  and  Bowen  street.  The 
orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Wil- 
liam R.  Clark,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  a  deed 
of  the  estate  on  Broad  street,  known  as  Fort  Hill 
wharf,  and  also  a  release  of  all  damages  occasioned 
to  said  estate  from  the  widening  of  Broad  street, 
said  Clark  to  have  the  buildings  and  other  fixtures 
on  said  estate,  which  are  within  the  lines  of  Broad 
street  as  widened,  and  the  privilege  of  occupying  the 
whole  of  said  estate  free  of  rent  until  the  first  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1874,  and  of  occupying  the  portion  re- 
maining after  the  widening  of  Broad  street,  there- 
afterwards  until  wanted  by  the  city,  upon  such 
terms  as  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets 
may  direct;  the  said  <  eed  and  release  to  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  said  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars  to  be  charged  to  the 
Burnt  District  Loan. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over  under  the 
rule.  Alderman  Clark  called  attention  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  and  hoped  the  members  v/6uld 
be  prepared  to  vote  upon  it  at  the  next  meeting. 
The  city  has  taken  a  part  of  Fort-Hill  wharf  for  the 
widening  of  Broad  street.  When  Northern  avenue  is 
extended  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  the  entire 
wharf,  and  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  take  the  whole  of  the  prop- 
erty at  the  present  time  instead  of  awarding  damages 
now,  allow  the  proprietor  to  go  on  and  make  im- 
provements, and  then,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four 
years,  to  take  it  and  pay  another  bill  for  damages. 
The  proprietor  proposes  to  lease  the  wharf  and  pay 
seven  per  cent,  interest  on  the  amount  which  the  city 
is  to  pay  for  it. 

THE  MATHER  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  the  suspension  of  sec- 
tion 11  of  the  rules  of  the  Board.  He  explained  that 
he  wished  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Power  asked  the  reason  of  this  depart- 
ure from  the  rules.    He  had  n't  got  any  new  light  on 


the  schoolhouse  matter,  and  unless  good  and  suffi- 
cient reason  was  given  he  should  vote  against  a  re- 
consideration. 

Alderman  Sayward — T  desire  to  reconsider  the  or- 
der directing  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
cancel  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather 
Schoolhouse  I  neglected  to  move  a  reconsideration 
at  the  last  meeting,  and  neglected  to  leave  notice 
with  the  Clerk  within  the  prescribed  time.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  give  further  explanation  if  the  rules  are 
suspended. 

Alderman  Power  remarked  that  he  would  not  op- 
pose a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  they  were  ac- 
.cordingly  suspended  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  now  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  was  passed  the  order  authorizing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  cancel  the  contract 
between  the  city  and  the  party  who  purchased  the 
schoolhouse  in  the  Mather  District.  In  moving  this 
reconsideration  I  desire  to  say  that  the  passage  of 
that  order  accomplished  no  particular  object.  The 
thing  remains  the  same  as  at  the  last  meeting.  But 
the  party  who  purchased  the  building  has  been  de- 
prived of  the  privilege  of  removing  it  either  whole 
or  in  part,  or  in  pieces.  As  is  well  known  the 
building  was  sold  under  certain  conditions;  the 
party  applied  to  the  proper  authorities  for  per- 
mission to  remove  it,  and,  if  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed, no  action  has  been  taken  on  that 
petitioned  by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  so  that  all 
the  debate  of  two  weeks  ago,  when  it'was  charged 
upon  the  Committee  on  Paving  of  doing  certain 
things  out  of  the  general  run,  amounts  to  notliing, 
for  smce  then  1  have  been  informed  that  no  action 
had  been  taken  by  that  committee  on  this  matter.  I 
ask  that  this  committee  may  have  a  chance  to  gi'ant 
permission  to  the  man  to  move  the  building  or  re- 
fuse it.  As  it  stands  now  he  is  waiting  for  two  weeks, 
and  expected  that  some  decision  in  reference  to  the 
moving  of  the  building  would  be  given  on  the  day  of 
the  last  meeting.  He  was  told  by  parties  that  it 
would  be  settled  on  that  day,  and  he  informs  me  that 
he  can  move  it  by  cutting  it  in  two  or  three  pieces  with 
out  in  jury  to  the  trees.  He  is  waiting  out  of  courtesy  to 
the  gentleman  who  at  the  ouset  gave  him  some  encour- 
agement that  he  would  be  allowed  to  move  it.  I  also 
understand  that  he  applied  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  and  to  one  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and 
was  told  that  they  thought  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tions. I  also  understand  that  they  almost  gave  per- 
mission, but  decided  to  wait  until  two  weeks  ago, 
when  it  was  to  be  settled.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  have  no  right  to  make  any  bargain  to  cancel 
that  contract  until  the  order  has  passed  both  branches. 
I  have  also  consulted  the  City  Solicitor,  who  says 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have  no  au- 
thority in  the  matter  The  old  building  stands  right 
against  the  nev  one,  endangering  it  every  day.  We 
have  had  two  fi-es  in  unoccupied  houses  in  Dorches- 
ter lately.  Another  reason  for  removing  this  old 
building  is  that  school  begins  a  week  from  today,  and 
the  old  building  obstructs  the  light  of  the  new  one. 
If  the  building  Is  allowed  to  remain  the  school  must 
wait  over  a  week  or  two  until  the  old  structures  can 
be  moved  and  the  ground  be  graded.  For  these 
reasons  I  hope  the  order  will  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Power— None  of  the  reasons  mentioned 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  action  that  was  taken, 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned.  I  have  no  reason  to  think 
our  action  should  be  amended.  I  stated  at  the  last 
meeting,  on  the  best  authority,  that  the  schoolhouse 
would  be  needed,  and  to  sell  it  would  put  the  city  to 
a  great  expense.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  best  to 
cancel  the  contract  and  put  the  schoolhouse  on  the 
site  of  the  sheds  which  the  people  in  the  vicinity 
say  are  an  intolerable  nuisance.  Then,  if  the  City 
within  two  or  three  years  wants  a  new  schoolhouse, 
several  thousand  dollars  will  be  saved.  I  don't  know 
that  any  considerations  for  the  purchaser  of  that 
building  had  anything  to  do  with  my  action.  I  acted 
simply  for  the  interest  of  the  citv,  which  is  to  have 
that  sale  cancelled  if  it  can  be  done. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentlemen  who  have  done 
this  business  for  the  city  thought  it  was  not  a  ques- 
tion for  them  to  consider  whether  it  would  save  the 
city  anything;  the  question  was  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving  to  decide  whether  that  man  should  remove 
that  building  or  not,  and  not  what  were  the  accomo- 
dations for  schools  in  Ward  16.  I  find  that  the  infor- 
mation the  gentleman  received  was  by  a  note  di- 
rected to  Dr.  Gushing  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
School  Committee.  That  communication  was  used 
for  a  purpose  other  than  it  was  intended 
for.  Dr.  Gushing  thinks  the  city  ought  to 
remove  that  building,  and  he  further  objects  to  it 
as  a  schoolhouse  because  the  city  does  not  own  the 
materials  under  the  building.  He  is  not  in  favor  of 
cancelling  this  contract.  Those  sheds  belong  to  the 
First  Church  in  Dorchester;  they  are  said  to  be  over 
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the  streetl  ine,  and  if  so  tlie  city  has  no  author- 
ity to  move  the  house  there.  If  the  site  is  in 
the  street  the  street  must  be  discontinued  before  it 
can  be  used  by  anybody;  and  if  it  is  discon- 
tinued it  will  revert  to  the  original  owners.  But 
these  questions  have  no  particular  bearing  on  the 
case.  The  schoolhouse  is  there;  it  is  as  cheap  a 
building  as  could  be  built  at  the  time  it  was  erected. 
It  cost  eight  thousand  dollars  twenty-five  years  ago. 
A  new  and  better  one,  adapted  to  school  purposes, 
could  be  built  today  for  ten  thousand  dollars.  The 
city  owns  property  there  now  which  can  be  put  in  a 
great  deal  better  shape  for  school  purposes  for  less 
money  if  it  is  so  desired.  If  they  use  this  buildn  g  they 
would  have  only  nine  rooms,  whereas  in  the  new  one 
they  have  ten.  The  new  building  was  erected  to 
meet  all  the  wants  of  the  district  for  ten  years.  They 
may  divide  the  classes  and  put  part  of  them  in  the 
old  building,  but  they  will  not  use  it  with  full  classes. 
I  also  understand  that  they  have  one  additional 
teacher  more  than  the  law  allows.  There  is  no  need 
of  this  old  building  being  there. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  have  n't  heard  anybody  say 
that  this  purchaser  desires  to  rescind  his  contract, 
and  it  seems  to  me  we  are  rather  losing  sight  of  his 
rights  in  this  matter.  He  has  bought  this  building 
and  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  who,  instead 
of  ffiving  him  permission  to  move  it,  make  him  wait. 
Suppose  he  says  it  is  a  bargain  and  he  don't  want  it 
rescinded.  If  he  says  he  is"  satisfied  with  his  bargain 
I  am  in  favor  of  voting  for  the  reconsideration.  If 
he  wants  to  rescind  it  1  am  ready  to  vote  for  that. 

Alderman  Gibson— The  pith  of  the  whole  thing  is 
just  here:  He  bought  the  building  with  the  condition 
that  he  would  remove  it.  The  Committee  on  Paving 
go  there  and  discover  that  the  city  would  lose  a  great 
deal  of  money  by  allowing  it  to  be  removed.  He 
can't  put  that  building  in  the  ttreet  unless  they  give 
him  permission.  He  bought  it  with  the  express  un- 
derstanding that  the  building  would  be  taken  down. 
They  know  that  if  the  building  is  taken  down  it  will 
be  greatly  diminished  in  value,  and  they  have  a  right 
to  hold  him  at  bay  until  this  question  is  settled.  If 
the  gentlemen  differ  honestly,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
they  do,  I  would  like  to  see  this  building  myself.  I 
voted  for  the  sale,  but  I  am  ready  to  be  forgiven  if  I 
have  done  wrong.  There  should  be  no  obstinacy 
here.  Every  gentleman  should  be  in  duty  bound  to 
visit  the  building.  That  man  has  a  right  to  take  the 
building  down  today  if  he  sees  fit,  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  have  the  right  to  give  him  permission 
to  remove  it.  He  has  not  suffered  at  all,  because  it 
was  bought  with  condition  that  he  should  take  it 
down. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentleman  argues  that 
the  purchaser  has  no  right  to  come  here  and  ask  for 
anything.  The  Committee  on  Paving  have  no  right 
to  hold  him  at  bay.  I  am  not  afraid  of  what  I  have 
done,  but  if  he  has  done  anything  wrong  he  can  be 
forgiven.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  gone  to  see  it. 

Alder'toan  Brown—The  disposition  of  the  matter 
made  at  the  last  meeting,  as  I  iinderseand  it,  was  to 
rescind  the  sale  and  refer  it  back  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  Now,  has  anything  been  done 
to  cancel  that  contract? 

Alderman  Sayward — There  has  not,  because  it  has 
to  pass  both  branches. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  man  ought  to  have  an  an- 
swer. If  he  is  still  satisfied  with  his  contract,  I  don't 
think  he  ought  to  be  kept  in  uncertainty ;  when  he 
has  had  an  answer  then  he  will  know  whether  he 
wants  to  rescind  the  contract  or  not. 

Alderman  Gibson  thought  that  as  the  purchaser 
had  bought  the  building  under  the  condition  that  it 
be  moved,  he  had  no  claim  before  the  Board.  He 
could  make  considerably  more  of  the  bargain  if  he 
could  be  allowed  to  move  it.  The  building  ■>  onld 
have  sold  for  four  times  as  much  if  that  condition 
had  not  been  put  in. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  could  be  moved  in  two, 
or  three  or  four  pieces,  and  the  man  was  waiting  an 
answer  from  the  Committee  on  Paving  ;  the  restric- 
tions were  put  on  the  sale  by  vote  of  the  commitiee. 
and  it  was  done  to  protect  the  trees. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  it  had  been  represented  to 
him  that  the  building  was  dilapidated.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  are  doing  tueir  duty.  That  man  has  made 
a  contract,  and  if  permission  is  given  to  move  tne 
building,  he  will  make  a  dollar  or  two  out  of  it  ;  and 
what  kind  of  a  way  is  that  to  act  for  the  taxpayers. 
It  is  robbing  them  to  benefit  speculators. 

Alderman  Sayward  denied  using  the  word  dilapida- 
ted. He  was  not  asking  the  committee  to  give  the 
man  permission,  but  he  wanted  them  to  do  right  and 
decide  whether  they  will  give  him  permission  or  not. 
What  he  complained  of  is  that  there  had  been  no 
action  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Power  said  the   purchaser   is   perfectly 


willing  to  wait.  If  it  had  been  known  at  that  sale 
that  the  building  could  be  moved,  it  would  have 
brought  three  times  as  much  as  it  did  If  it  is  to  be 
torn  down  he  will  be  glad  to  return  it  to  the  city. 
It  has  been  intimated  that  he  has  been  given  some 
extraordinary  privileges  that  no  one  else  could  have. 
I  also  understand  that  the  church  would  much  pre- 
fer to  have  those  sheds  removed,  for  they  are  a  nui- 
sance. It  is  only  necessary  for  the  Board  to  go  there 
and  see  the  sheds,  and  that  building.  If  it  was  built 
for  $8000  twenty-five  years  ago,  we  all  know  we  can't 
build  such  a  one  for  three  times  that  amount.  The 
building  can  be  put  on  the  other  place  for  $.500.  If 
there  is  no  prospective  need  of  a  new  schoolhouse, 
it  may  be  well  enough  to  let  this  contract  be  carried 
out. 

Alderman  Sayward  differed  from  Alderman  Power 
in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  building.  He  did  n't 
know  that  any  one  would  make  money  out  of  it.  Dr. 
Cushlng  thinks  it  would  be  policy  to  buy  it  back. 

AldermaH  Powei  said  that  when  he  went  there  in- 
dividually he  thought  it  would  not  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  to  sell  the  schoolhouse.  He  knew  parties 
who  would  give  three  times  what  that  man  gave  if 
they  could  move  it. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  he  did  n't  propose  to  go  out 
of  his  way  to  investigate  matters  not  belonging  to  his 
duty.  The  proceedings  in  this  case  were  certainly 
very  extraordinary. 

Alderman  Clark  proposed  a  postponement  of  the 
sunject  until  the  next  meeting,  that  members  could 
go  out  then  and  see  the  building. 

Alderman  Sayward  opposed  postponement.  The 
party  wants  the  building  on  the  conditions  under 
which  he  bought  it,  but  it  would  save  him  a  little 
money  if  he  could  be  allowed  to  move  it  in  pieces. 

Alderman  Power  had  no  doubt  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  were  doing  what  they  deemed  best 
for  the  interest  of  the  city;  he  thought  otherwise, 
and  felt  it  his  duty  to  come  here  and  say  so. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  carried  it  before  the  committee,  and  not 
brought  it  before  the  Board  in  the  way  it  was  done. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  to  postpone  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion,  and 
the  vote  stood— 

Yeas- Aldermen  Quincy,  Sayward,  Stebbins— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Gibson,  Hulbert,  Power— 7. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  and  the  further 
consideration  was  assigned  to  Monday  next. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  such  re- 
pairs and  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  Court  House 
and  Probate  Building,  as  may  be  required:  provided 
said  repairs  and  alterations  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore authorized  during  the  municipal  year,  and  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  provide  the 
necessary  new  furniture  and  cause' such  repairs  to  be 
made  upon  the  old  as  may  be  requireu  in  the  Court 
House  and  Probate  Building,  al.«o  for  the  Municipal 
Court  rooms  in  the  Highland  and  Dorchester  dis- 
tricts during  *he  municipal  year;  said  expenditure  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  instructed  to  close  the  rooms  in  the  school  build- 
ing on  Newton  street,  heretofore  occupied  by  the 
Normal  School,  so  called. 

Order'-d,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  enforce  payment  of  the  policies  of  insur- 
ance obtained  by  William  Smith  &  Co.  in  favor  of 
the  City  of  Boston  on  the  Hospital  Building  on  Swett 
street,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  2(ith  of 
December,  A.  D.  1872. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  the  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  for  gas  furnished  to  inflate  the 
large  balloon  for  the  city  on  July  4,  18T2,  be  paid, 
said  claim  having  been  accidentally  omitted  in  the 
settlement  of  the  bills  for  the  observance  of  that  day; 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Incidentals. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  so  much  of 
Pine  street  as  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  re- 
moval of  the  front  of  building  No.  (i  I'ine  street, 
which  has  been  ordered  by  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
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INSPECTION   OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  report  of  David  Chamberlin,  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  for  the  half  year  ending  June  30,  18T3,  was 
received.    The  report  gives  the  following  statistics: 

Permits  Issued— Brick,  stone  or  iron  buildings,  .373; 
vpooden  and  frame  buildings,  456;  repairs,  alterations 
aBd  additions,  611 ;  special  permits,  14;  steam  boil- 
ers, etc.,  31;  notices  intention  to  put  in  furnace,  27; 
total,  1492.  Of  the  brick,  stone  or  iron  buildings,  245 
were  mercantile;  13  tenement  houses  and  stores;  .5 
family  hotels  and  tenement  houses;  17  dwellings  and 
stores;  61  dwellings;  4  mechanical.  They  are  appor- 
tioned in  the  different  wards  as  follows:  1,  2;  2,  4;  3, 
1;  4.  30;  5,  228;  6,  4;  7,  3;  8,  8:  9,  :i5;  10,  6;  11,  11; 
12,  11;  13,  2;  14,  6;  15,  19;  16,  ;i.  The  roofs  are 
Mansard  143,  flat  316,  pitch  14.  Two  buildings  are  six 
stories  high;  56  live  stones;  214  four;  43  three;  3ft 
two,  and  19  one. 

ijnsafe  Buildings  Examined  and  Reported  Upon — 
Buildings,  63;  chimneys,  380;  chimney  and  wall,  5; 
cornice,  1;  flues*,  3;  floors,  4;  foundation,!;  fun- 
nels, 4;  funnel  collar,  1;  furnace,  2;  furuace  pipe, 
1;  girder,  1;  heating  apparatus,  1;  walh,  29;  total, 
495. 

Following  is  the  record  of  the  violations  of  the 
Building  statutes  and  oi'dinances: 

Bay  window  exceeding  legal  height,  1;  beams,  no 
iron  plates  under,  1;  building  material  poor,  24; 
brick,  laying  of,  dry,  1. 

Buildings— Altering  and  erecting  without  permit, 
31;  erecting  range  without  brick  walls,  1;  exterior 
covering  of  a  combustible  character,  5;  improper 
construction,  9;  improper  framing,  26;  wooden  build- 
ings within  building  limits,  8. 

Boilers — Woodwork  near,  2;  room  not  fire  proof,  1. 
Cellar  floor  not  concreted,  1. 

Chimneys — Floor  timbers  in,  1;  not  plastered,  10; 
out  of  plumb,  5;  supported  by  woodwork,  11.  Cor- 
nice not  balanced,  3. 

Floor  Timbers— Butting  in  party  walls,  2;  improp- 
erly supported,  1;  not  anchored,  1;  not  splayed,  9. 

Flues — Defective,  1;  woodwork  near.  64;  not 
smoothly  plastered,  1.  Furnace  flue  of  insuflScient 
thickness,  1 

Foundation- Defective,  17;  dry,  6;  improper,  1; 
insecure,  2;  insufficient,  2;  none,  4;  not  thick  enough, 
1.  Girders— No  iron  plates  under,  4;  not  properly 
supported,   3.     Hot-Air  Pipes — Woodwork  against,  2. 

lion  Columns— No  plate  under,  2;  not  capped,  2; 
too  small,  3;  without  plates,  2.  Lintels — Improperly 
supported,  12;  no  plates,  1;  wooden,  22;  no  lie  irons, 
1.  Violations  of  sections  1-5  of  ordinance.  1.  In- 
sufficient piling.  1;  improperly  ariven  piles,  1. 

Piers — Bond  stones  in  2;  insufficiently  btiilt,  1;  not 
bonded,  4;  not  capped.  5;  without  plates,  2.  Privies 
— InsufBcient,  1.  Rafters  not  splayed,  2.  Roofing 
material  of  a  combustible  nature,  2.  Roofs  leaky,  3. 
Steampipes — Woodwork  in  contact  with,  1.  Stoves 
unsafe,  2.  ■  Timber  small  sized,  19. 

Walls— Belt  course  not  balanced,  1 :  building  party 
walls  in  advance  of  rear  walls,  1;  cutting  doorways 
in  party  walls,  1;  cutting  doorways  in  party  walls 
without  iron  doors,  1;  marble  facing  insecurely  tied; 
not  cortelled,  20;  not  cortelled  full  thickness,  2;  im- 
properly bonded,  1;  not  properly  supported,  4;  not 
thick  enough,  21;  not  carried  throngh  roof,  9;  out  of 
plumb,  1;  lecessing  party  walls,  1;  stone  facing  of 
insecurely  tied,  3;  supported  by  wooden  posts,  1. 

Water  clo'sets- none,  1.  ^Wood-hearth  trimmer,  1. 

Number  of  violations  by  wards— 1,  25;  2,  85;  3,  71; 
4,84;  5,220;  6,35;  7,80;  8,54;  9,45;  10,88;  11,23; 
12,  44;  13,  30;  14,  29;  15,  37;  16,  28.     Total,  978. 

Fire  Escapes — In  March  last  an  examination  was 
begun  of  buildings  in  which  operatives  are  employed 
aliove  the  second  story,  and  which  are  required  to  be 
provided  with  s'lfficient  means  of  escape,  with  the 
following  result: 

Buildings  examined,  539;  notices  gent  out  reqnir- 
ine  fire  escapes,  240;  buildings  having  and  not  re- 
quiring fire  escapes,  299;  notices  satisfactoi'iJy  com- 
plied with,  100;  notices  responded  to,  being  built  and 
partially  completed,  140;  number  of  fire  escapes  re- 
quired for  buildings  through  the  ordinary  operations 
of  the  department,  69. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

INSPECTION   OF  PRISONS. 

Alderman  Gibson  presented  the  first  semi-annual 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Inspection  of  Prisons 
and  Houses  of  Detention  in  Suffolk  County  for  the 
year  1873,  l>eing  City  Document  No.  102.  The  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Alcermen  Gibson,  Emery  and 
Bigelow,  visited  the  various  prisons  and  houses  of 
detention  on  the  17th  of  June  of  the  current  year, 
and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  report  on  each 
institution  for  that  date: 

House  of  Correction.  The  health  of  the  prisoners 
has  continued  very  good.  The  prison  is  kept  clean. 
Only  one  prisoner  occupies  a  cell  at  one  time.    De- 


privation of  bed  and  solitary  confinement  are  the 
punishments.  Good  discipline  is  maintained.  Since 
the  inspection,  in  December  last,  the  number  of  in- 
mates has  increased  135;  consequently  there  are  more 
prisoners  than  there  are  cells  to  put  them  in.  At 
present,  83  males  are  lodged  in  the  prison  attic,  and 
55  in  the  upper  part  of  the  brush  shop — an  arrange- 
ment which  is  not  only  dangerous  but  illegal. 

Remainingaslast  report,  405;  committed  from  Jan.  1 
to  June  17,  1873,  inclusive,  446;  total  commitments, 
851;  pardoned  by  the  Governor,  5;  paid  fine  and  costs, 
15;  died,  6;  trausferrea  to  Lunatic  Hospital,  2;  dis- 
charged by  Municipal  Court.  20;  escaped,  2;  expira- 
ti<m  of  sentence,  261;  total  311;  remaining  June  17, 
1873,  540. 

Lunatic  Hospital.  Remaining,  190 — males  100,  fe- 
males 90;  discharged  during  the  term,  16;  number 
in  hospital  Dec.  31,  1872,  date  of  former  inspection, 
200— males  105,  females  95;  admitted  since,  6 — males 
2,  females  4;  whole  number  under  care  during  the 
term,  206;  discharged  during  the  term,  16;  recovered, 
3;  improved,  2;  not  improved,  3;  died,  8.  Of  the 
8  deaths,  4  were  from  consumption,  2  from  disease  of 
the  heart,  1  from  general  paralysis,  and  1  from  soft- 
ening of  the  brain.  Names  of  those  who  have  died: 
Joseph  L.  Gilford,  Edward  Moylan,  Elizabeth  P. 
Stuart,  Sarah  Myrick,  Ann  Ayrlin,  Alexander  P  Ma- 
comber,  Catherine  McCarty  and  Edward  Hall.  The 
health  of  the  hospital  has  been  very  good.  No  one 
has  died  of  whose  recovery  to  mental  health  there 
was  the  slightest  hope. 

2he  County  .Jail.  Number  of  prisoners  held  at  that 
time,  164;  number  of  prisoners  at  the  date  of  previous 
inspection,  201;  number  committed  between  those 
dates  was  1.587;  the  general  health  of  the  prisoners 
during  the  present  year  has  been  good,  no  cases 
of  sickness  have  occurred  except  from  smallpox. 
During  the  prevalence  of  that  disease  five  persons 
who  had  it  were  committed  to  the  jail.  Two  of  the 
number  were  sent  to  Gallop's  Island,  and  died  there; 
the  other  three  were  sent  to  Hospital  No.  2,  in  Rox- 
bury,  and  subsequently  returned  convalescent. 

House  of  Industrij.  Remaining  as  per  last  report, 
January  1,  1873,  575;  committed  from  January  1  to 
August  4,  1873,  inclusive,  3965;  total,  4.540;  discharg 
ed  from  January  1  to  August  4.  1873,  3795;  remaining 
August  4,  1873,  745— men  418,  women  327;   total  74.5. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  is  called  to  the 
fact  that  both  the  male  and  female  prisons  contain 
but  two  hundred  cells  each,  making  four  hundred  in 
all.  At  this  date  there  are  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
five  prisoners — three  hundred  and  forty-five  more 
than  there  are  cells  in  both  prisons,  who  have  to  be 
lodged  on  prison  platforms  and  in  domitories.  Strict 
attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness  in  all  departments. 
Good  and  wholesome  food  in  sufficient  quantity  is 
provided. 

House  of  Beformation.  The  number  of  commit- 
ments since  ttie  date  of  the  previous  inspection  (Jan. 
1st)  was  as  follows:  Habitual  truants,  42;  juvenile 
vagabonds,  44;  larceny,  29;  breaking  and  entering, 
3;  stubbornness,  4;  idle  and  disorderly,  1;  common 
drunkard,  1;  total,  124.  The  number  discharged  by 
expiration  of  sentence  was  87;  by  pardon  of  directors 
on  probation,  28,  total,  115.  Remaining  by  last 
report,  299;  committed  from  Jan.  1st  to  Aug.  4th, 
1873,  inclusive,  124;  total  423.  Discharged  from 
Jan.  1st  to  Aug.  4th,  1873,  inclusive,  115;  remaining 
Aug.  4th,  1873,  308.     Boys,   279;  girls,   29;  total,  308. 

From  the  date  of  the  last  inspection  till  May  1,  all 
inmates  of  this  department  attended  school.  Since 
May  1,  some  seventy-five  of  the  larger  boys  have  been 
employed  on  the  farm  and  in  various  kinds  of  out- 
door labor.  The  inmates  are  well  and  comfortably 
clothed  and  fed,  and  their  health  has  been  good. 
The  boys'  department  of  this  institution  is  over- 
crowded, in  consequence  of  which  no  proper  classifi- 
cation of  the  inmates  can  be  made. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

THE   PCBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Clark  presented  City  Document,  No.  88, 
being  the  21st  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  as  foliows: 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  fourth 
section  of  an  ordinance  concerning  the  Public  Libra- 
ry, passed  September  21,  1869,  theTrustees  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  the  City  Council  their  Twenty- 
first  Annual  Report,  being  the  fourth  made  under  the 
new  ordinance,  and  including  the  results  of  ad- 
ministration for  the  last  year,  in  which  the  library 
was  opened  for  the  use  of  book-borrowers  three  hun- 
dred and  eight  days,  and  the  reading  rooms  of  the 
Central  Library  and  its  branches  for  the  perusal  of 
periodicals  and  books  of  reference  therein  contained, 
including  twelve  Sundays,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
days. 

With  the  increasing  magnitude  of  the  libraries  and 
the  new  experiences  called  forth  by  the  branches  the 
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recorts  of  the  Superintendent  increase  annually  in 
detail  and  value.  No  one  can  properly  understand 
or  appreciate  the  careful  oversight  and  the  minute 
analysis  of  all  the  points  of  administration,  which 
ought  to  be  known,  not  only  to  the  community  but 
to  every  similar  organization,  without  a  careful  scru- 
tiny of  his  tabular  statements.  The  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  this  devoted  official  increase  from 
ye&r  to  year.  With  the  additional  charge  of  the 
Roxbury  Library,  to  be  opened  during  the  next 
month,  and  with  the  possibly  impending  annexation 
of  neighboring  towns  and  cities  containing  other 
libraries  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  this  Board, 
all  executive  labor  will  be  proportionately  magnified. 

Recurring  to  the  condition  of  the  building,  and  to 
the  inadequate  accommodation,  not  only  for  the  pub- 
lic, but  also  for  the  administrative  necessities  of  the 
library,  it  is  hoped  and  anticipated  that  some  relief 
may  be  obtained,  at  no  distant  day,  by  the  adapta- 
tion to  the  library's  service  of  the  estate  purchased 
for  that  purpose  by  the  city,  in  the  spring  of  187:2. 
Want  of  room  for  the  public  curtails  the  circulation 
of  the  lower  hall,  and  diminishes  attendance  at  the 
reading  room.  No  satisfactory  plans  have  yet  been 
formed  for  the  construction  upon  this  site  of  a  new 
edifice  to  be  attached  to  the  main  building,  which 
should  meet  any  considerable  portion  of  our  present 
and  future  requirements.  When  the  City  Govern- 
ment are  of  the  opinion  that  the  financial  condition 
of  the  city  will  authorize  a  sufficient  appropriation 
for  the  purpose,  the  trustees  will  endeavor  to  present 
suitable  designs. 

Upon  the  other  point,  of  sufficient  protection 
against  fire,  the  Trustees  feel  sensitively  the  dangers 
so  strongly  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the  Examining 
Committee  and  of  the  Superintendent.  The  removal 
of  the  wooden  skylights  upon  the  roof  of  the  build- 
ing, and  the  substitution  of  fire-proof  coverings  in 
their  places,  is  now  going  forward,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Everything  should  be  done  whicn  skill  or  ingenuity 
can  dictate  to  render  the  building  safe  from  outward 
or  internal  conflagration.  The  library  now  contains 
a  large  number  of  works  which,  if  lost,  could  never 
be  replaced.  The  institution  could  never  again  rise 
from  its  ashes  to  the  wealth  of  its  present  posses- 
sions. There  must  be  no  mistake  or  misunderstand- 
ing on  this  point.  It  is  the  duty  both  of  the  City 
Government  ifiid  of  the  Trustees  to  see  that  every- 
thing practicable  is  done  to  insure  the  permanent 
safety  of  this  inestimable  property. 

The  operations  of  the  past  year  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  library  are  briefly  as  follows:  The 
whole  number  of  volumes  at  present  contained  in  the 
libraries,  parent  and  branches,  are  209,456,  of  which 
149,477  are  in  the  Bates  Hall.  The  remainder  is  to 
be  found  in  the  circulating  libraries  of  the  Lower 
Hall  in  Boylston  street,  the  East  Boston,  South  Bos- 
ton and  Roxbury  branches.  The  increase  of  the 
library  during  the  year  has  been  14,644  volumes. 
The  whole  number  of  pamphlets  is  now  112,153,  of 
which  11,770  have  been  added  during  the  year.  The 
total  circulation  has  been  467,855,  being  a  daily  aver- 
age of  1519  for  home  use.  The  figures  from  the 
branches  are  most  encouraging.  While  East  Boston 
shows  a  circulation  of  67,754  from  a  library  of  7291 
volumes,  South  Boston  gives  a  circulation  of  102,322 
for  5174  volumes.  The  total  number  of  names  regis- 
tered as  applicants  for  the  library  privileges  are 
5.3.043;  of  these  1592  have  had  cards  refused,  princi- 
pally for  the  reasons  of  non-residency  or  under  age 
and.3626  have  not  taken  their  cards.  177,512  readers 
frequented  the  Periodical  Reading  Room  of  the  Cen- 
tral Library,  who  read  213,599  magazines.  The  total 
number  of  books  loaned  and  not  returned  has  been 
between  60  and  70.  Most  of  these  were  taken  from 
the  Lower  Hall  in  Boylston  street,  and  a  portion  of 
them  may  possibly  be  recovered.  The  average  loss 
on  these  figures  is  one  volume  in  every  7000  or  more 
loans.  The  total  expenditure  from  the  city  appro- 
priations was  $86,498  01,  and  $1681  79  was  paid  into 
the  City  Treasuiy  from  fines  and  sales  of  catalogues. 
Other  important  results  will  be  found  in  the  tables 
attached  to  the  Superintendent's  Report. 

The  most  striking  novelty  in  the  administration  of 
the  library  has  been  the  opening  of  its  periodical 
reading  rooms  on  Sunday,  at  the  request  of  the  City 
Council.  The  event  is  too  recent  to  admit  of  any 
decisive  conclusions.  There  is  not  yet  occasion  for 
discouragement  nor  gi^eatly  marked  "features  of  en- 
couragement for  the  enterprise.  The  best  indica- 
tions are  to  be  found  in  the  increasing  attendance  of 
adults,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number 
of  people  who  seldom  or  never  came  to  the  rooms  on 
week  days.  It  was  for  this  latter  class  specially  that 
the  rooms  were  opened.  Another  year's  trial  will 
enable  the  Trustees  to  gauge  their  results  more  ac- 
curately, and  to  determine  whether  the  advantages 
are  in  due  proportion  to  the  expense. 


It  Is  most  gratifying  to  find  that  the  establishment 
of  our  branches,  as  is  also  the  experience  of  the  large 
English  cities,  is  more  successful  than  could  have 
been  possibly  anticipated.  With  the  new  branch 
shortly  to  be  inaugurated  in  Roxbury  In  connection 
with  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum,  quite  as  favorable 
figures  may  be  expected.  This  library  will  at  the 
outset  possess  superior  advantages  in  having  a  con- 
siderable fund  to  be  annually  expended  in  books  of 
permanent  value,  all  of  which,  except  works  of 
reference,  will  be  used  in  circulation,  bringing  as  it 
were  a  considerable  portion  of  the  more  valuable 
modern  books,  puDlished  both  here  and  in  England, 
such  as  form  part  of  the  Bates  Hall  collection, 
directly  at  hand  to  the  residents  of  the  Highland 
District.  In  view  of  the  formation  of  these  smaller 
libraries  it  is  naturally  found  that  convenience  of 
access  creates  circulation  of  books  where  none  ex- 
isted before. 

Like  the  great  European  libraries,  our  institution 
finds  continued  embarrassment  in  any  catalogue  sys- 
tem. We  have  long  passed  the  period  when  it  was 
possible  to  print  in  one  alphabet,  upon  any  intelligi- 
ble system,  the  titles  of  all  the  books  contained  In 
our  libraries.  Such  an  undertaking  would  be  enor- 
mously expensive,  and  when  concluded  at  the  end  of 
five  or  ten  years,  the  continual  additions  during  that 
period  would  require  the  whole  work  to  be  done  over 
again.  The  expedients  which  have  been  adopted  in 
place  of  this  system  are  well  known  to  the  frequent- 
ers of  the  library.  The  card  catalogues  in  the  Bates 
Hall  accessible  to  the  public,  with  the  bulletins  and 
class  lists,  afi:'ord  the  needed  information,  and  the 
hand-book  prepared  by  the  Superintendent  for  the 
use  of  borrowers,  indicates  to  every  reader  how  and 
where  he  may  find  whaf  he  wants,  provided  it  is  upon 
the  shelves  of  the  institution. 

The  donations  to  the  library  have  been  continued 
by  its  friends  during  the  present  year,  with  the  same 
liberality  as  before.  The  report  of  the  Examining 
Committee  shows  how  largely  it  has  been  indebted 
since  its  foundation  to  the  sympathetic  generosity  of 
special  benefactors  and  the  public  at  large.  Proba- 
bly no  other  library  in  the  world  has  received  so 
many  benefactions  from  so  many  difterent  sources  as 
this.  In  this  matter  the  trustees  would  be  deeply 
ungrateful  if  they  felt  any  distrust  in  the  future. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  has  been  the 
acquisition  of  the  Barton  Library,  for  which  the  ne- 
gotiations were  completed  just  previous  to  its  close. 
An  account  of  the  volumes  acquired,  which  did  not 
come  to  the  library  until  after  the  beginning  of  the 
new  library  year,  will  find  an  appropriate  place  in  the 
next  report  of  the  Trustees.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
now  that  it  is  the  most  intrinsically  valuable  addition 
yet  made  to  the  library,  and  that  it  has  placed  the  in- 
stitution in  a  position  which  will  render  it  still  more 
invaluable  and  indispensable  to  every  cultivator  of 
elegant  letters  in  the  country.  From  the  initial  cor- 
respondence to  the  final  termination  of  the  purchase 
Mrs.  Cora  Livingston  Barton,  the  widow  of  Thomas 
P.  Barton,  the  collector  of  the  library,  conducted 
herself  with  a  liberality  founded  on  generous  im- 
pulses and  a  large  cultivation.  For  the  purpose  of 
fulfiling  the  expressed  wishes  of  Mr.  Barton,  and  of 
keeping  the  library  together  as  i.ne  collection,  and  in 
placing  it  within  the  means  of  our  institution,  she 
undoubtedly  made  a  large  pecuniary  sacrifice.  In 
her  sudden  death  the  TruBtees  experi'uuced  a  sense  of 
personal  loss.  Indeed,  the  whole  transaction  was  as 
creditable  to  her  as  it  was  advantageous  to  the  city. 
It  is  most  gratifying  to  the  Trustees  to  place  upon 
record  their  acknowledgment  of  the  intelligence  and 
public  spirit  of  the  City  Government,  which  so 
promptly  and  decisively  secured  this  magnificent  ac- 
quisition. 

In  an  educational  point  of  view  it  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  the  largest  expectations  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  library  have  been  more  than  fulfilled.  The 
liberality  of  the  City  Government  and  the  intelli- 
gent generosity  of  private  benefactors  have  estab- 
lished a  store  of  learning  and  knowledge  which  has 
substantially  supplemented,  as  well  as  strengthened 
and  developed,  most  forms  of  progress  known  to 
modern  civilization.  It  has  attracted  to  itself  the 
sympathetic  aid  and  frequent  use,  not  only  of  the 
so-called  professions,  but  also  of  other  laborers  in 
science  and  art,  whether  engaged  in  the  duties  of  in- 
struction, or  in  the  practical  application  of  their  ac- 
comnlishments  to  the  daily  wants  of  life.  But  be- 
yond this  the  increase  of  the  library  has  received  a 
vigorous  impulse  from  the  specialists,  who  have  con- 
fined themselves  to  narrower  fields  of  work,  the  out- 
growth of  some  larger  classification.  Although  all 
departments  are  not  filled  in  the  some  proportion, 
continuous  attention  will  be  paid  till  such  a  result 
shall  be  measurably  obtained. 

It  has  placed  within  reach  of  our  schools  and  col- 
leges knowledge  beyond  the  instruction  of  teachers; 
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it  has  assisted  in  forming  a  taste  for  reading  and  for 
culture  among  many  to  whom  the  chauces  of  life  had 
P'eviously  denied  such  an  opportunity.  Few  should 
be  the  homes  in  the  city  of  Boston  which  should  not 
have  experienced  its  tangible  benefits,  and  whose 
inmates  have  not  reason  to  bless  the  intelligence 
which  renders  its  existence  a  public  necessity. 
Signed,  William  W.  Greenough,  G.  S.  Hillard,  George 
Putnam,  Weston  Lewis,  Samuel  A.  Green,  Daniel  S. 
Curtis,  John  T.  Clark,  W.  E.  Perkins,  Charles  A.  Bur- 
ditt. 

Report  of  the  Examining  Committee — In  CTiamining 
the  several  buildmgs,  the  committee  have  regarded  it 
as  their  first  duty  to  ascertain  how  far  the  buildings 
have  been  made  tire  proof,  and  whether  any  altera- 
tions are  needed  to  provide  further  security  to  the 
books  against  injury  by  fire  or  water.  At  the  present 
time  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  books  in  the  Central 
Library  alone  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  half  a 
million  of  dollars;  but  this  sum  very  imperfectly  rep- 
resents the  loss  which  would  be  sustained  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  library.  To  give  but  a  single  .llus- 
tration;  the  Prince  Library,  which  was  deposited 
with  the  Trustees  in  1866,  contains  about  1900  vol- 
umes, and  is  of  inestimable  value  to  the  s'tudent  of 
American  history ;  but  so  rare  are  mauy  of  the  vol- 
irnies  that  probably  no  amount  of  money  would  en- 
able the  Trustees  to  duplicate  them.  This  is  true 
also  of  portions  of  other  collections  which  have  from 
time  to  time  been  given  to  the  city.  Their  loss 
would  be  irreparable,  and  without  them  any  one 
wishing  to  prosecute  thorough  and  exact  inquiries  in 
history  or  science  would  have  to  go  elsewhere  for  his 
most  important  materials. 

In  view  of  the  new  light  which  recent  ej^perience 
has  thrown  on  the  combustible  character  of  build- 
ings heretofore  regarded  as  fire  proof,  tue  committee 
are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  Central  Library 
is  not  adequately  protected  against  fire,  and  that  im- 
mediate attention  ought  to  be  given  to  this  matter. 

The  building  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Roxbury 
branch  is  the  property  of  the  trustees  of  the  Fellowes 
AtheniBum.  The  estate  on  which  it  stands  is  bound- 
ed on  three  sides  by  public  streets,  and  beside  this 
advantage  it  is  so  far  from  other  buildings  that  no 
anxiety  need  be  felt  at  present  for  its  safety.  The 
commit  ee  are  glad  to  add  that  it  is  a  model  of  con- 
venient arrangement,  and  is  well  worth  the  examina- 
tion of  persons  interested  in  town  libraries.  Built 
at  a  moderate  cost,  it  makes  no  pretension  to  archi- 
tectural beauty,  but  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  use 
for  which  it  was  designed.  At  a  small  additional  ex- 
pense it  can  be  shelved  to  contain  about  one  hundred 
thousand  volumes. 

The  South  Boston  Branch  is  located  in  the  second 
story  of  a  stone  and  brick  building  at  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  E  street.  There  are  no  iron  shutters 
on  the  building,  and  on  two  sides  it  is  exposed  to 
danger  from  fire  communicating  from  the  adjacent 
buildings.  But  as  the  library  is  only  one  of  several 
tenants,  and  the  collection  at  the  present  time  num- 
bers little  more  than  .5000  volumes,  which  could  be 
duplicated  at  a  comparatively  small  cost,  the  Com- 
mittee do  not  recommend  any  further  expenditure 
by  the  City  Government,  until  the  wants  of  the 
branch  shall  justify  the  erection  of  a  building  speci- 
ally devoted  to  its  use. 

A  similar  remark  will  apply  to  the  East  Bostoii 
Branch,  which  occupies  a  part  of  the  old  Lyman 
Schoolhouse,  in  Meridian  street.  It  is,  however, 
less  exposed  to  danger  from  fire  than  the  South 
Boston  Branch;  and  as  the  city  owns  the  land  aiid 
building,  suitable  accommodations  can  readily  be 
provided  whenever  the  increase  of  the  library  shall 
render  a  reconstruction  of  the  building  desirable. 

The  committee  regard  the  establishment  of  these 
branches  with  great  favor,  as  adding  largely  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  library.  They  not  only  contain 
hooks  of  a  similar  character  to  those  in  the  Lower 
Hall  in  Boylston  street,  but  by  means  of  the  daily 
communication  which  has  been  established  with  the 
Central  Library,  books  from  either  of  its  depart- 
ments can  be  obtained  by  application  at  the  branch. 

The  report  of  every  Examining  Committee  since 
1864  has  referred  with  more  or  less  of  detail  to  the 
defects  of  the  plan  adopted  in  the  erection  of  the 
building  in  Boylston  street.  This  committee  have 
likewise  been  impressed  by  these  defects,  which  even 
the  large  capacity  for  organization,  and  the  great  ex- 
ecutive ability  of  the  present  Superintendent  have 
not  been  able  to  overcome.  The  extensive  altera- 
tions made  within  the  last  two  years  have  nearly 
doubled  the  shelfroom,  both  in  the  Lower  Hall  and 
in  the  Bates  Hall,  and  have  provided  improved, 
though  still  inadequate  accommodations  foi  some  of 
the  employes  connected  with  the  former.  But  in 
other  respects  the  work  of  the  library  is  carried  on 
under  great  and  increasing  disadvantages,  which  can 
he  remedied  only  by  an  enlargement  of  the  building. 


Much  of  the  unpacking,  collating,  cataloguing 
and  marking  is  now  performed  in  the  galleries  and 
alcoves,  and  in  the  southeastern  tower,  used  also  as 
a  stairway.  The  rooms  for  the  Superiniendent  and 
the  Assistant  Superintendent  are  so  cramped  and 
crowded  with  the  necessary  furniture  and  books  of 
reference  as  greatly  to  interfere  with  the  discharge 
of  tneir  respective  duties.  Additional  closets,  wash- 
basins and  other  conveniences  for  the  employes,  now 
numbering  about  fifty  persons,  are  also  needed. 
There  is  no  room  for  meetings  of  the  Trustees.  The 
only  room  available  for  the  examination  of  the  for- 
eign and  American  patents,  which  now  extend  to 
more  than  two  thousand  volumes,  and  are  in  almost 
constant  use,  is  so  small  that  not  more  than  two  or 
three  persons  can  easily  consult  them  at  the  same 
time.  The  bindery,  which  occupies  a  portion  of  the 
basement,  is  much  too  small  for  the  necessary  work 
of  the  library.  The  newspaper  room,  which  is  also 
in  the  basement,  is  dark,  damp  and  badly  ventilated; 
and  no  one  can  contrast  it  with  the  small,  but  con- 
venient, newspaper  room  recently  fitted  up  by  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  without  a  feeling  of 
regret  that  this  i-oom  is  the  only  one  in  the  Public 
Library  which  can  be  appropriated  to  this  important 
use.  if  the  public  are  to  derive  the  fullest  benefit 
from  the  library,  theiric  defects,  which  do  not  fall 
under  the  the  notice  of  an  occasional  vis-itor,  should 
be  remedied  at  the  eailiest  practicable  opportunity. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  it  would  also 
be  much  better  if  separate  rooms  could  he  provided 
for  large  and  valuable  collections,  like  the  recently 
acquired  Barton  Library,  Parker  Library,  and  some 
others.  Heretofore  these  collections  have  been 
placed  in  separate  alcoves,  or  distinct  portions  of  the 
galleries,  appropriately  inscribed;  and  the  committee 
are  informed  that  the  same  course  will  be  pursued 
with  regard  to  the  books  in  the  Barton  Library.  The 
acquisition  of  this  library,  so  rich  in  Shakspeariana 
and  in  other  departments  of  dramatic  literature,  was 
the  great  event  in  the  history  of  the  Public  Libraiy 
during  the  past  year.  As  the  volumes  have  not  yet 
been  unpacked,  only  a  few  of  them  have  come  under 
the  examination  of  the  committee;  but  the  great 
value  of  the  collection  has  long  been  known  through 
the  elaborate  description  in  Dr.  Wynne's  "Libraries  of 
New  York."  The  committee  desire  to  congratulate 
theTrustees|andithe  public  on  this  important  addition 
to  the  treasures  of  the  library. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  with  the  exception  of 
this  purchase  almost  the  whole  strength  of  the  library- 
comes  from  the  direct  gift  of  individuals,  or  from  the 
income  of  trust  funds,  specially  given  for  this  pur- 
pose. At  the  very  outset  Mr.  Bates  gave  about  26,- 
000  volumes;  the  Bowditch,  Parker,  Ticknor,  and 
Prince  libraries  (the  last  of  which,  however,  is  only 
deposited  with  the  Trustees),  contain  20,.S26  volumes; 
and  during  their  lives  Mr.  Everett  and  Mr.  Ticknor, 
by  whom  the  original  plan  for  the  organization  of  the 
library  is  understood  to  have  been  drawn  up,  gave 
3587  volumes  and  5673  volumes  respectively,  exclu- 
sive of  an  immense  mass  of  pamphlets.  Indeed,  of 
the  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  at  the 
present  time,  209,456,  exclusive  of  the  Barton  collec- 
tion, nearly  one-half,  92,333  volumes  are  set  down  as 
gifts.  If  to  this  number  are  added  the  volumes  pur- 
chased from  the  income  of  the  trust  funds,  it  will  be 
seen  how  largely  the  library  is  indebted  to  private 
munificence.  Liberal  as  have  been  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  City  Government,  and  they  have  been 
unstinted,  even  more  has  come  from  other  sources. 
No  one  who  has  been  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
library  from  that  day  of  small  things,  when  it  was 
first  opened  to  the  public  in  the  lower  floor  of  the 
Mason-street  Schooltiouse,  can  fail  to  be  amazed  at 
its  rapid  and  healthy  growth.  For  the  whole  cost  of 
its  administration  the  library  is  of  course  indebted 
to  the  annual  appropriations  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. 

The  volumes  are  all  in  good  condition,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  usual  amount  of  injury  to  the  books 
of  a  more  popular  character  which  circulate  from  the 
lower  hall  and  the  branch  libraries,  and  of  a  few  vol- 
umes in  one  of  the  galleries  of  the  Bates  Hall,  where 
the  old  bindings  have  been  destroyed  by  the  heat  and 
foul  air.  The  committee  are  by  no  means  confident 
that  such  a  system  of  ventilation  can  be  introduced 
as  will  obviate  this  evil;  but  the  subject  is  one 
worthy  of  investigation.  The  cataloguing  has  been 
regularly  kept  up,  and  the  Accession  Lists,  the  Shelf 
Lists  and  the  Card  Catalogue  are  all  that  can  be  de- 
sired in  those  departments.  Pour  numbers  of  the 
Library  Bulletin  have  also  been  issued  during  tha 
year,  and  have  proved  of  much  service  to  readers. 
In  1858,  the  index  to  the  lower  hall  catalogue  was 
issued;  and  this  was  followed  (in  1861)  by  the  index 
to  the  Bates  Hall  catalogue,  and  in  1866  by  a  supple- 
ment to  the  latter.  These  three  volumes  were  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  the  late  Professor  Jew- 
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ett,  at  that  time  Superintendent  of  the  library,  and 
form  a  fit  memorial  of  the  bibliographical  knowledge 
and  thoroughness  of  research  which  that  accomplish- 
ed scholar  hrought  to  the  discharge  of  his  task. 

In  1870,  the  excellent  catalogue  of  the  Prince  Libra- 
ry was  issued;  a  catalogue  of  the  Ticknor  Library  is 
in  preparation;  and  by  the  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Barton  Library,  a  catalogue  of  that  collection 
must  be  printed  within  four  years.  But  the  long- 
expected  third  volume  of  the  Bates  Hall  catalogue 
has  not  yet  been  put  to  press.  The  committee  are 
aware  that  the  tendency  of  opinion  among  librarians 
at  the  present  time  is  against  the  issuing  of  printed 
catalogues;  but  in  view  of  the  great  number  of  stu- 
dents who  cannot  go  to  the  library  every  time  they 
wii^h  to  ascertain  whether  it  contains  some  book  of 
which  they  have  need,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  time  will 
never  come  when  the  Trustees  will  not  include  within 
the  plan  of  their  operations  the  issuing  of  consolidat- 
ed catalogues  as  often  as  the  growth  of  the  library 
may  require.  To  no  better  use  could  the  city  appro- 
priations be  applied;  and  for  It  the  appropriations 
should  be  freely  granted. 

Complaint  in  regard  to  the  sensational  character  of 
some  of  the  juvenile  books  in  the  library  has  come 
to  the  Knowledge  of  the  committee;  but  they  are  not 
able,  from  their  own  examination,  to  say  how  far 
these  complaints  have  a  solid  foundation.  They 
accordingly  recommend  the  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Trustees.  They  are,  however,  of  the 
opinion  that  a  closer  scrutiny  should  be  made,  and  a 
stricter  rule  should  be  observed,  as  to  the  character 
of  books  purchased  for  the  juvenile  department, 
than  would  be  proper  in  the  case  of  books  ordered  at 
the  request  of  adult  readers.  No  doubt  a  large  part 
of  the  juvenile  literature  of  the  day  is  of  a  very  un- 
profitable, if  not  pernicious,  character:  it  does  not 
afford  healthful  amusement,  and  it  is  not  instructive. 
But  it  is  possible  to  select  from  the  immense  mass  of 
juvenile  books  some  which  are  harmless,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  uninteresting  to  the  youthful  reader. 
That  the  excessive  reading  of  works  of  fiction  is  an 
ev'l  will  not  be  denied,  and  in  the  case  of  school 
children  it  is  a  very  great  evil;  but  in  their  case  the 
remedy  is  in  the  hands  of  parents  and  guardians, 
and  not  with  the  managers  of  a  public  library.  It  is 
not  easy  to  see  how  they  could  frame  rules  to  prevent 
the  abuse  of  its  privileges,  without  narrowing  its 
scope  and  practically  limiting  its  usefulness. 

From  records  kept  by  the  superintendent,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  number  of  persons  who  use  the  read- 
ing rooms  on  Sunday  is  more  than  half  as  large  as 
the  number  using  them  on  other  days;  and  that  a 
very  large  proportion  are  persons  who  use  the  library 
only  on  Sunday.  No  case  of  improper  conduct  has 
been  reported;  and  no  injury  has  been  done  to  the 
buildings  or  the  periodicals.  The  result  of  the  ex- 
periment thus  far  has  probably  disappointed  the  ex- 
pectations of  those  who  took  extreme  views  on  one 
side  or  the  other  of  this  much-vexed  question ;  but 
the  committee  regard  it  as  highly  satisfactory,  and  as 
fully  justifying  the  increased  cost  of  carrying  on  the 
library.  (Signed)  George  S.  Hillard,  Benjamin  Bean, 
E.  D.  Jordan,  Charles  C.  Smith,  George  H.  Vibbert, 
Henry  A.  Whitney. 

Beport  of  the  Superintendent.  The  report  begins  by 
a  reference  to  the  alterations  made  in  the  central 
building  during  the  past  year,  and  gives  a  plan  of  the 
new  half-story.  The  gain  from  this  new  arrange- 
ment is  all  that  was  expected— a  much  greater 
rapidity  of  delivery  of  the  books  from  one  floor,  and 
an  extent  and  convenience  of  offices  which  were 
never  before  enjoyed. 

The  fire  of  November  last  led  to  a  survey  of  the 
building,  and  under  a  decision  reached  not  long  after- 
wards tne  roof  of  the  building  is  to  be  made  practi- 
cally fireproof.  The  windows  of  the  main  lantern 
will  be  protected  by  iron  shutters;  and  the  ordinary 
skylights  over  the  upper  alcoves  will  be  replaced  by 
heavier  glass,  with  honeycomb  settings.  Means  are 
also  to  be  provided  for  hoisting  hose  to  the  roof  with- 
out dragging  it  through  the  interior  of  the  building. 
I  look,  however,  upon  Hotel  Pelham  as  a  standing 
menace,  that  renders  the  most  particular  precau- 
tions advisable.  A  number  of  fire-extinguishers,  as 
an  additional  safeguard,  have  also  been  placed 
in  the  building.  An  outer  row  of  iron  shutters 
on  the  side  windows,  by  providing  an  air  chamber, 
would  afford  further  security ;  but  the  present  shut- 
ters are  at  such  distance  from  the  sashes,  that  wet 
sail  cloth  or  blankets  placed  in  the  interval  will 
probably  furnish  good  protection  in  case  great  heat 
should  curl  the  shutters.  The  janitor  makes  a 
monthly  report  upon  the  condition  of  all  appliances 
for  guarding  against  and  subduing  a  fire.  It  should 
be  added  that,  during  the  winter,  two  agents  from 
tbe  office  of  Inspector  of  Buildings  have  exxmined 
the  steam-heating  apparatus  to  see  if  the  library  was 
under  any  danger  from  super-heated  steam,  and  have 


pronounced  the  building  free  from  danger,  except  at 
one  point,  which  was  at  once  attended  to. 

The  first  year's  experience  with  the  South  Boston 
Branch  has  shown  a  success,  as  compared  with  the 
operations  of  the  East  Boston  Branch,  proportionate 
to  the  difference  in  the  population  of  the 
two  sections  of  the  citv.  While  South  Boston 
has  a  population  about  half  as  large  again  as  that  of 
East  Boston,  the  number  of  people  registering  for  the 
first  year,  and  the  extent  of  the  circulation  has  been 
in  much  the  same  relations,  and  the  immunity  from 
loss  has  been  nearly  as  favorable. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Hawes  Fund,  having  estab- 
lished a  School  of  Art  in  the  same  building,  have 
kindly  placed  a  number  of  their  casts  upon  brackets 
about  the  library  rooms,  adding  much  to  their  at- 
tractiveness. 

The  report  gives  a  brief  history  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Fellowes  Athenteum  and  the  Roxbury 
branch  of  the  Public  Library,  and  a  description  of 
the  building  and  the  arrangement  of  the  books.  In 
forming  a  collection  for  this  branch  about  700  vol- 
umes were  taken  in  nearly  equal  proportions  from 
the  shelf  duplicates  of  the  Lower  Hall  and  from  the 
Duplicate  Room,  and  to  these  something  over  .3000 
had  been  added,  mostly  by  purchase,  up  to  the  SOth 
of  April,  on  account  of  the  city's  appropriation, 
while  to  the  same  date  865  of  the  more  expensive 
books  had  been  bought  with  the  money  of  the  Fel- 
lowes Fund,  making  a  total  of  over  4600  volumes. 
The  branch  opens  with  something  over  5000  volumes. 

If  we  add  the  Barton  Library  (purchased,  but  not 
received  at  the  end  of  the  library  year,)  to  the  fig- 
ures of  the  extent  of  the  collections,  shown  in  ap- 
pendix I,  it  will  be  found  that  more  than  220,000  vol- 
umes is  the  result,  which  is  just  double  the  extent  of 
the  library  ten  years  ago.  The  library  of  Congress 
still  surpasses  it,  but  the  Astor  Library  has  only 
about  an  equal  extent  with  the  Bates  Hall  collection. 
The  library  seems  now  to  be  having  a  normal  increase 
of  about  12,000  to  15,000  volumes  a  year.  Should  the  acts 
of  ihe  Legislature  annexing  Charlestown,  Brookline, 
Brighton,  and  West  Roxbury  find  favor  with  the  peo- 
ple, three  new  branches — being  the  existing  public 
libraries  in  all  but  the  last  named  place— will,  within 
a  year,  be  added  to  our  systam,  bringing  to  our  aggre- 
gate something  like  35,000  or  40,000  volumes,  and 
swelling  the  total  under  the  control  of  the  Trustees 
to  nearly  275.000  volumes, — an  extent  likely  to  place 
the  Boston  Public  Library  at  the  head  of  all  American 
libraries  in  the  aggregate  of  its  collections,  as  it  is 
already  in  the  value  and  usefulness  of  them. 

The  increasing  magnitude  of  the  labor  attending 
the  ordering  and  receiving  of  books  for  all  the  de- 
partments of  the  Library  has  justified  the  division 
of  the  Library  Service,  by  which  the  faithful  assist- 
ant of  the  Superintendent  in  this  duty  is  assigned  to 
the  responsible  head  of  a  new  department,  kept  here- 
tofore as  an  adjunct  of  the  Catalogue  Department. 

The  library  suffered  a  small  loss  of  books  in  a 
bindery  in  Hawley  street,  by  the  fire  of  November 
last;  and  the  Italian  invoice  for  the  year,  embracing 
a  complete  set  of  the  public  documents  of  the  Italian 
Government  since  1848,  upon  the  collection  of  which 
considerable  pains  had  been  expended,  was  on  board 
the  ship  Charlotte,  from  Leghorn,  which  was  wreck- 
ed on  Bermuda  reefs,  in  March.  Insurance  will  be 
recovered  in  both  cases.  The  Italian  books,  it 
proved,  were  saved,  though  damaged,  and  ^vere  sold 
for  salvage,  and  the  purchaser  has  offered  them  to 
the  library  at  one-quarter  of  the  original  cost. 

The  grand  total  of  issues  approximates  to  half  a 
million  volumes.  I  look  during  the  coming  year,  for 
a  larger  use  of  the  Bates  Hall  than  ever  before.  The 
last  month  of  the  year  showed  that  the  circulation, 
which  it  maintained  before  the  alterations,  had  been 
restored,  and  it  will  naturally  increase.  In  the  Lower 
Hall  there  was  no  perceptible  diminution  of  use, 
from  the  withdrawal  of  readers  living  at  East  Bos- 
ton, during  the  first  year  after  the  opening  of  the 
branch  in  that  district.  It  was  too  remote  from 
Boylston  street  to  allow  its  inhabitants  to  be  constant 
frequenters  of  the  Central  Library,  and  the  use  which 
the  new  branch  got  was  almost  entirely  from 
readers  never  before  enjoying  the  privileges  of 
the  library.  With  South  Boston  the  case  was  dif- 
ferent. There  was  far  greater  convenience  of  access 
for  its  residents  to  the  Central  Library,  the  drain  up- 
on whose  frequenters  was  so  severe,  that  the  new  re- 
tainers on  our  registration  roll  have  not  been  able  to 
make  the  loss  good.  The  loss  from  last  year  is,  how- 
ever, only  about  sixteen  thousand  issues,  while  the 
gain  to  the  library  from  the  issues  at  the  South  Bos- 
ton Branch  has  been  over  102.000.  The  natural  re- 
cuperative power  of  our  circulation  will  probably 
more  than  regain  during  the  coming  year  what  has 
been  lost,  were  no  other  new  branch  to  interfere; 
but  the  opening  of  the  Roxbury  Branch  is  likely  to 
produce  the  same  temporary  stay  upon  the  accumu- 
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lative  tendency  of  our  statistics  for  the  Lower  Hall. 
The  check  will,  however,  be  but  temporary. 

Acting  upon  a  request  of  the  City  Council,  the 
Trustees  ordered  the  opening  of  the  reading  rooms 
for  periodicals  on  Sundays,  from  2  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M., 
and  this  was  done  for  the  first  time  February  9.  The 
use  has  been  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  the 
average  week-day  use.  The  frequenters  have  been 
uniformly  decorous;  and  the  most  favorable  feature 
of  the  result  is,  that  a  large  croportion  of  the  Sunday 
visilors  are  not  such  as  are  seen  in  the  rooms  on 
week  days.  After  a  brief  interval  of  scrutiny  among 
those  interested  favorably  or  adversely  in  the  exper- 
iment, this  inroad  upon  old  custom  has  passed  from 
all  active  observation,  and  the  bulk  of  the  population 
probably  neither  know  nor  care  about  the  practice; 
leaving  a  comparatively  small  number  of  people  to 
find  a  satisfaction  in  the  privilege  that  sufficiently 
pays  for  the  attendant  outlay. 

In  pursuance  of  a  policy  of  guiding  rather  than 
forcing  the  pnblic  taste  in  the  selection  of  books, 
the  past  year  has  been  significant  in  the  publication 
of  two  different  helps  to  this  end.  Fiist— In  August 
a  new  Hand-book  for  Readers  was  issued,  including 
the  regulations,  a  description  of  the  possessions  of 
the  library  most  likely  to  interest  the  curious,  with 
a  brief  summary  of  its  history.  Before  the  year 
closed,  an  edition  of  five  thousand  had  been  distrib- 
uted, and  a  second  amended  edition  is  now  in  press. 
Second — The  scope  of  the  new  Lower  Hall  Clasti  List 
for  History,  Biography  and  Travel  has,  in  its  prog- 
ress through  the  press,  been  much  enlarged.  A  sup- 
plemental List  of  the  Tosti  Engravings,  including 
those  framed  in  the  lower  floor  of  the  Central  Libra- 
ry, and  not  included  already  in  the  List  of  Portraits, 
has  beeu  prepared  by  Mr.  Whitney,  the  Principal  As- 
sistant of  the  Library,  to  whom  has  been  intrusted 
with  confidence  this  critical  labor.  The  present 
issue  completes  the  work.  The  general  work  of  this 
department,  including  the  issue  of  four  Bulletins,  has 
gone  forward  satisfactorily  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Wheeler,  its  accomplished  head. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

Justin  Winsoe,  Superintendent. 

In  the  appendices  which  accompany  the  reports 
the  following  figures  are  given:  Total  volumes  in 
all  the  libraries,  209,450;  Bates  Hall,  149,477;  Lower 
Hall,  32,60.5;  newspaper  room,  2111;  duplicate  room, 
8183;  East  Boston  branch,  7291;  So-ith  Boston 
branch,  5174;  Roxbury  branch,  3750;  Pellowes  Athe- 
noeuin,  865;  whole  number  of  pamphlets  added  from 
the  beginning,  112,153.  Six  hundred  and  one  persons 
donated  3939  volumes  and  8060  pamphlets  during  the 
year. 

During  the  year  the  circulation  was  as  follows: 
Bates  Hall — home  issues,  28.261;  hall  issues,  31,003; 
total  issues,  59,264;  daily  average,  192.  Lower  Hall- 
home  use,  230,111;    daily  average,  772;  hall  use,  7940; 


total  use.  238,057.  East  Boston  Branch— home  use, 
67,754;  daily  average,  222;  hall  use,  458;  total  use,  68,- 
312.  South  Boston  Branch— home  use,  101,688;  daily 
average,  330;  hall  use,  634;  total  use,  102,322. 

The  appendices  contain  a  great  variety  of  interest- 
ing statistics  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  library. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

nOING  BUSINESS   ON  THE   COMMON. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Howe  &  French  rep- 
resenting that  a  portion  of  Boston  Common  has  re- 
cently beeu  leased  for  a  business  purpose  and  another 
portion  set  apart  for  the  use  of  a  secret  organization 
for  the  purpose  of  a  dinner;  they,  the  petitioners, 
drug  and  paint  dealers  of  this  city,  ofler  for  a  space 
of  2500  feet  of  said  Common  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  rental  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  their  regular  business  thereon. 

In  the  regular  disposition  of  the  petitions  the  above 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Clark  called  the  attention 
of  the  Board  to  the  subject.  He  said  the  petition  was 
an  insult  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  No  part  of  the 
Common  had  ever  been  leased  for  business  purposes 
by  which  the  city  has  received  money.  Permission 
was  given  to  have  a  magnificent  display  of  flowers, 
which  will  have  an  influence  m  elevating  the  taste 
of  the  rising  generation,  if  not  on  the  elder  portions 
of  the  community.  We  did  give  permission  to  a  re- 
spectabb  body  of  men  to  partake  of  a  collation  oa 
the  Common,  and  those  are  the  only  permits 
given,  except  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation to  hold  divine  service.  This  petition  is  evi- 
dently an  insult  to  this  Board.  It  is  a  subject  which 
the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  do  not  care  to  en- 
tertain or  to  act  upon.  I  therefore  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  whereby  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  hope  it  will  not  be  reconsid- 
ered. It  can  do  no  harm  to  investigate  this  matter. 
Howe  &  French  ought  to  have  the  right  of  petition, 
reference  to  the  proper  committee,  and  a  hearing  if 
they  desire  it.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Clark  wanted  to  know  if  the  petition  to 
carry  on  the  drug  business  on  the  Common  ought  tc 
be  considered  m  committee.  The  petition  is  ar 
insult  to  this  Board  and  should  not  be  considered  at 
all. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  there  were  applications  te 
erect  business  houses  on  the  Common  directly  aftei 
the  fire  in  great  numbers.  He  could  see  no  objection 
to  giving  the  parties  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Clark  pronounced  the  subject  too  ridicu- 
lous for  serious  consideration,  and  called  for  a  vote. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  voted  that  the 
petitioners  should  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    1,    1873. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was  held 
at  noon  today,  E.  O.  Shepard,  president,  in  t'l.e  chair. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor. 

Executive  Depaetment,  City  Hai-l,  | 
Boston,  Sept.  1,  1873.         ) 

To  the  Common  Council— It  becomes  my  painful 
fluty  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of  Thomas  H. 
Doherty,  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from 
Ward  2. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil recognize  in  some  appropriate  manner  the  loss 
they  have  sustained,  and  express  their  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  tile. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas.  The  members  of  the  Common  Council 
have  received  with  deep  sorrow  the  intelligence  of 
the  death  of  Thomas  H.  Doherty,  a  member  of  this 
board,  from  the  Second  Ward, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed  asso- 
ciate and  co-laborer,  the  City  Government  loses  the 
services  of  one  whose  sterling  integrity  and  honesty 
of  purpose  have  endeared  him  to  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  requested  to  convey  to  the  family  of  our  de- 
ceased friend  and  associate  the  expression  of  our 
deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy  for  their  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Council  will 

attend  the  funeral  of  their  late  associate,  and  that , 

with  the  President  of  the  Council,  be  a  committee  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  that  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  said— In  presenting  those 
resolutions,  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  say  only  a 
few  words  on  the  character  of  the  man  whose  death 
is  the  occasion  of  our  presence  here  today.  Many 
here  were  not  well  acquainted  with  my  friend  and 
colleague,  Mr.  Doherty,  for  he  had  been  a  member 
only  four  months  when  taken  sick  by  the  disease 
which  resulted  in  his  death.  Mr.  Doherty  was  a  man 
with  whom  I  was  well  acquainted.  I  was  proud  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  was  honest  in  the  full  sense  of  the 
word,  a  model  husband  and  father.  His  voice  was 
not  often  heard  in  the  debates  of  this  Council,  but  he 
was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  good  sense  and  a  deep 
thinker.  His  family  loses  a  good  husband  and  father 
and  the  city  of  Boston  an  honest  and  upright  citizen. 
Mr.  President,  I  move   that   when   the   vote  on  the 


passage  of  these  resolutions  is  taken  it  be  taken  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President,  I  had  not  in- 
tended to  say  a  word  on  this  mournful  occasion,  be- 
cause I  had  supposed  that  there  were  members  here 
who  were  better  acquainted  with  the  deceased  than  I 
was.  I  have,Ihowever,  some  satisfaction  in  saying  that 
a  few  monttis  ago  I  made  his  acquaintance  when  we 
came  together  in  January  last,  and  I  formed 
ap  opinion  at  that  time,  which  has  since 
grown  upon  me,  that  the  deceased  was  a 
gentleman  of  sterling  integrity;  one  who  was 
higlily  resuected  in  the  ward  which  he  represented, 
and  as  his  colleague  has  stated,  he  was  a  kind  hus- 
band and  an  indulgent  father.  Certainly  no  man,  no 
member  of  this  Council,  when  we  came  here  in  Janu- 
ary, had  apparently  a  longer  lease  of  life  than  the  de- 
ceased. But  he  has  been  stricken  down  by 
the  disease  over  .vhich  there  seems  to  be  no 
human  control,  and  he  has  left  us.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  sympathize  most  heartily 
with  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  as  one  of 
his  associates  in  the  Council,  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  add  my  feeble  voice  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  although 
our  departed  associate  had  not  to  any  considerable 
extent  cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  his  fellow- 
members,  yet,  sir,  by  his  lipright  and  manly  appear- 
ance at  this  board,  I  think  he  has  won  their  respect. 
And,  as  I  said  before,  I  am  very  glad  to  add  mj;  fee- 
ble voice  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

The  President— This  is  the  first  time  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  year  that  the  circle  of  this  Council 
has  been  been  broken  by  the  hand  of  death. 
ThomasJH.  Doherty  has  passed  away  from  these  to 
higher  scenes  above.  My  acquaintance  with  him 
has  been  somewhat  limited,  but  I  have  seen  con- 
siderable of  him  and  can  add  my  testimony 
to  that  which  I  think  obtains  with  you  all— that  his 
constancy  of  attendance  here,  before  his  pickness 
struck  him  down,  his  faithfulness  in  the  discharge 
of  all  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him,  his  genial 
and  kindly  behavior,  won  for  him  the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  us  all.  His  seat  has  been, vacant  for 
some  weelis  by  his  illness,  and  the  vacant  place  hence- 
forth will  remind  us  of  him  and  his  virtues,  and  also 
of  the  uncertainties  that  attend  the  life  of  each  of 
us.  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the 
resolutions  will  ri'se  and  stand  in  their  places. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  cause  the  seat  of 
our  late  associate  to  be  draped  in  mourning  lor  thirty 
days. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passe<l. 

The  President  announced  the  following  as  the  com- 
mittee named  in  the  resolutions: 

Messrs.  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Flynn 
of  Ward  7,  Hall  of  Ward  10,  Anderson  of  Ward  3, 
and  Upham  of  Ward  16. 

The  President  announced  the  arrangements  for 
the  funeral,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  1.5, 
the  Council  ad.iourned  till  Thursday  evening  next. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    1,    1873, 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  atternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Three  grand  jurors  and  five  petit  jurors  were  drawn 
for  the  September  term  of  the  United  States  Court, 
for  the  District  of  Massachusetts. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

JMembers  of  Fire  Department— Josiah  M.  Nottage, 
William  H.  Mann,  hosemen;  R.  E.  Flanders,  engine- 
man;  George  R.  Williams,  driver;  Thomas  J.  Tobey, 
deckhand  on  the  fire  boat. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  Pay— J.  H.  Brown, 
Faneuil  Hall,  and  India-street  markets;  F.  G.  R. 
Lennan,  Fitchburg  Railroad  station  and  bridges  in 
the  vicinity;  Warren  Ewell,  Quincy  street  audits 
vicinity.  Ward  16. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Of  Joseph  F.  Paul,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Bristol  and  Albany  streets,  within  the  building  lim- 
its; to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Of  Jesse  Y.  and  Simeon  Baker,  for  renewal  of  lease 
of  oyster  stands  In  North  Market  street,  and  of  Allen 
H.  Jones,  et  al.,  occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  in 
aid  of  the  same;  to  Committee  on  Markets. 

Of  JohL  Stetson,  to  place  a  steam  boiler  in  build- 
ing on  Alden  court,  in  rear  of  No.  4  Alden  street;  or- 
der of  notice  issued  for  hearing  Sept.  22,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Of  William  T.  Hart  for  extension  of  time  in  which 
to  build  on  Plympton  street;  to  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Of  W.  P.  Coffin  et  al. ,  for  a  horse  hose-carriage  at 
the  engine  house  of  Steamer  No.  21. 

Of  Engine  Conjpany  No.  13,  for  permission  to  leave 
the  city  on  September  5,  for  their  annual  excursion 
at  Nantasket,  each  member  to  procure  a  substitute. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Of  Peter  Gilligan,  to  occupy  brick  stable  at  No.  30 
Mechanic  street. 

Of  John  Donnelly,  to  occupy  stable  on  Sumner 
place,  Ward  14. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  this  Board. 

Of  J.  H.  Hathorne,  that  the  ordinances  relating  to 
health  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  last  clause  of 
section  60,  because  it  is  fully  covered  by  section  61, 
and  amending  section  61  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
"shall,"  the  words  "without  a  written  permit  from 
the  Board  of  Health."  Referred  to  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Health. 

Of  E.  V.  Munroe,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Commercial  street,  Ward  16. 

Of  Edward  E.  Rice  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  extension 
of  Franklin  street  to  Broad  street  be  completed  be- 
fore cold  weather,  and  be  renumbered. 

Of  John  Haggerty,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Commercial  street.  Ward  16. 

Of  John  A.  Allen  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  Eighth 
street. 

Of  William  A.  Guild  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  on  Fourth  street,  from  N  to  O 
street. 

Of  Richards  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  Creek 
square  be  repaved. 

Of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  an  additional  track  on  Washington  street, 
from  Essex  street  to  Temple  place. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Of  J.  T.  Barrow  et  al.,  that  the  Regent-street 
sewer  be  extended  to  Circuit  street;  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

Of  R.  H.  Wiswell,  lessee,  to  be  paid  for  Warren- 
street  damages;  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Of  John  Brett,  for  leave  to  close  a  portion  of  Onei- 
da street  against  vehicles  while  repairing  his  building. 

PROTECTION   OF   SEAMEN. 

The  following  communication  was  received: 
'    I-".  Consulate  of  the  German  Empire,     ( 
Boston,  Aug.  28,  1873.  j 

His  Horijorr  Mayof  Henry  L.  Pierce,  City  Hall; 
Dear  Sir— I  Deg  to  bring  the  facts  subjoined  to  your 
official  knowledge.  The  master  of  the  German  ship 
LudwigHeyn,  now  lying  in  this  harbor.  Captain  J.  I. 
Schmeling,  lost  two  men  by  desertion  on  the  21st  of 
this  month.  He  instituted  proceedings  for  their 
arrest  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  On  the  25th  of 
August  one  man  deserted.  Two  more  men  threaten- 
ing to  desert  were  committed  to  jail  under  the  con- 
sular convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
German  Empire.    Yesterday  afternoon   as   Captain 


Schmeling  was  going  toward  his  vessel,  then  lying  at 
Constitution  wharf,  he  was  warned  by  the  laborers 
working  on  the  wharf  to  beware,  that  he  was  in 
danger  of  his  life.  At  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  two  friends 
left  his  vessel  to  go  home.  When  they  reached  the 
entrance  to  Constitution  wharf  one  of  them,  who 
wore  a  straw  hat  exactly  like  the  captain's,  was 
seized  by  seven  men,  who  came  upon  them  out  of 
darkness.  His  face  was  examined,  and  with  the  re- 
mark, "It 's  a  mistake,  let  him  go,"  he  was  let  go.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  in  existence  in  this  city 
an  association  of  sailor  boarding-house  keepers,  one 
of  whom  a  few  weeks  ago  in  this  office  boasted  that 
they  would  get  the  best  of  us:  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  damage  these  boarding-house  keepers  do  to 
German  trade  by  enticing  seamen  to  desert  is  great, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  earnest  endeavors  of 
this  consulate  are  directed  to  the  increase  and 
strengthening  of  the  intercourse  between  the  German 
Empire  and  the  city  of  Boston,  I  would  respectfully 
request  your  Honor  to  take  all  steps  in  your  power  to 
protect  masters  of  foreign  vessels  and  to  bring  to 
swift  punishment  all  the  offenders  against  the  laws 
and  ordinances.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  these  con- 
victions advanced  ere  this  by  Mr.  Schlesinger,  that 
two  measures  would  help  much  to  repress  the  lawless 
element  in  the  harbor— (1)  increasing  the  number  of 
Harbor  Police,  and  (2)  having  a  steamboat  in  readi- 
ness to  pursue  and  apprehend  evil  doers.  In  conclu- 
sion, I  beg  to  assure  your  Honor  that  my  remarks  as 
above  are  made  solely  with  the  intention  of  fostering 
the  prospects  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  a  commercial 
metropolis,  and  of  securing  to  German  masters  of 
vessels  such  protection  as  will  best  promote  their 
G«ming  here.     Believe  me  to  be 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  Schmidt, 

Acting  Consul. 

Petition  of  the  consuls,  vice-consuls  and  commercial 
agents  in  Boston,  representing  that  in  view  of  the 
continual  and  increasing  desertions  of  crews  of  for- 
eign vessels  visiting  this  port,  and  the  necessity  of 
protecting  such  vessels  in  their  rights,  they  respect- 
fully ask  that  the  harbor  police  be  instructed  and 
means  provided  for  them  to  approach  and  board  such 
vessels  as  soon  as  possible  on  their  entering  this 
harbor  to  prevent  boarding-house  agents  and  others 
from  tampering  with  the  crew.  The  petitioners  be- 
ing fully  assured  of  the  necessity  of  more  protection 
to  foreign  ship  masters  during  their  stay  at  this  poit, 
respectfully  ask  early  attention  to  their  petition. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  L.  H.  Tas- 
ker,  for  steam  engine  al  76  Chauncy  street ;  of  New- 
ton Morton,  for  steam  engine  on  K  street,  corner  of 
First;  of  G.  W.  &  P.  Smith,  to  erect  melting  furnace 
on  Farnham  street,  were  considered,  and  there  being 
no  objection  they  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  sewer  in  the  rear  of  Bea- 
con street,  between  Otter  and  Berkeley  streets,  was 
next  considered. 

John  Jeffries,  Jr. ,  appeared  to  ask  an  explanation 
of  the  proposed  plan.  He  couldn't  see  the  necessity 
of  carrying  everything  to  the  westward  which  comes 
from  down  Otter  street,  if  the  refuse  is  to  be  car- 
ried down  Berkeley  street  he  should  certainly  object. 
Everything  that  comes  out  of  the  drain  on  Berkeley 
street  at  ebb  tide  passed  down  and  settles  at  the  cor- 
ner, forming  a  pool.  If  the  idea  is  to  avoid  this,  he 
did  n  't  think  the  sewer  would  accomplish  it.  The 
street  is  private  property,  and  by  consent  of  all  par- 
ties the  owners  have  the  right  to  build  over  it.  If 
the  city  puts  this  drain  in  there  the  abutters  ought 
to  have  some  compensation  for  it.  He  did  n  't  think 
the  proposed  drain  would  remedy  the  matter. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

a  POLICE  BOAT   FOR  THE  HARBOR. 

The  following  communication  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Chief-op-Police,  \ 
Boston,  Sept.  1,  1873.     j 

To  His  Honm-  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  Boston  :  Gentlemen— I  would  most  re- 
spectfully ask  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  providing  additional  means  for  police 
protection  in  Boston  Harbor.  We  have  within  the 
limits  of  our  police  jurisdiction,  including  Boston 
proper,  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  Dorchester  and 
Hull,  a  water  frontage  covering  a  distance  of  at  least 
ten  miles,  with  some  one  hundred  and  twenty 
wharves,  most  of  them  loaded  with  merchandise,  ana 
in  many  instances  so  situated  that  they  cannot  be 
properly  protected  on  the  land  side.  There  arc  also 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  at  lea«t  ten  islands 
which  require  more  or  less  police  protection,  some 
of  them  having  permanent  residents,  besides  being 
visited  daily  in  the  summer  time  by  pleasure  parties 
and  others,  numbering  hundreds  of  men,  women  and 
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children,  and  where  persons  of  doubtful  or  danger- 
ous character  often  find  their  way,  especially  on  the 
Sabbath. 

Our  harbor  is  also  alive  with  steam  and  sailing 
vessels,  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  together  with 
water  craft  of  every  size  and  description,  carrying 
thousands  of  people  and  millions  of  property,  and 
there  is  no  field  in  New  England  offering  a  better 
opportunity  for  plunder  and  the  commission  of 
crime.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Police  De- 
partment require  the  officers  to  board  all  foreign 
vessels  on  their  arrival,  and  serve  them  with  copies 
of  the  harbor  regulations;  to  prevent  boarding-house 
runners  from  visiting  vessels  to  incite  their  crews  to 
desertion  and  mutiny  (which  foreign  consuls  com- 
plain now  frequently  occurs  in  the  lower  harbor) ; 
and  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  June  7,  1872,  they 
are  "to  give  their  assistance  in  apprehending  any 
seaman  or  apprentice  who  deserts  from  or  refuse.?  to 
join  and  go  to  sea  in  any  thip  in  which  he  has  duly 
engaged  to  serve." 

The  oflacers  are  also  required  to  challenge  all  boats, 
and  to  pursue  and  examine  them  when  seen  under 
suspicious  circumstances;  to  send  back  vessels  that 
have  I'un  quarantine,  and  assist  in  other  quarantine 
regulations;  to  prevent  the  removal  of  gravel  from 
the  islands;  to  protect  powder  boats  and  lobster  pots; 
to  remove  and  care  for  the  bodies  of  dead  persons 
found  afloat  or  washed  ashore  on  the  islands;  to 
hasten  to  the  assistance  of  boats  that  are  capsized  or 
are  otherwise  in  distress,  or  to  go  where  any  accident 
or  breach  of  the  peace  may  occur  in  the  harbor;  and 
to  give  general  protection  to  life  and  property,  and 
preserve  the  peace  at  the  wharves,  the  islands  and  on 
shipboard,  and  to  send  police  aid  and  protection  to 
Hull  whenever  occasion  may  require. 

To  do  this  work  we  have  small  row  boats,  only  car- 
rying two  men  each  (at  best,  too  small  and  too  slow), 
with  which  to  visit  the  lower  harbor,  even  in  pleasant 
weather,  or  to  do  in  the  upper  harbor  much  of  the 
work  required  there  to  be  done.  With  the  immense 
amount  of  property  and  the  great  variety  of  people 
and  interests  scattered  over  so  large  an  area  of 
wharves,  islands,  water  and  shipping,  with  circum- 
stances continually  arising  that  demand  the  earliest 
possible  presence  of  the  police,  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  an  urgent  necessity  in  this  quarter  for  an  ac- 
tive and  efficient  police  force,  and  that  they  be  pre- 
pared with  tne  best  means  for  reaching  any  given 
point,  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  Some  six  years 
since  arrangements  were  made  and  considerable 
money  was  expended  for  building  a  harbor-police 
steamboat. 

The  plitn  contemplates  a  boat  ninety  feet  long,  fif- 
teen feet  beam  ;ind  about  nine  feet  draft,  at  a  cost 
of  twenty-live  thousand  dollars.  It  was  finally  ob- 
jected that  such  a  boat  woula  be  too  large  and  un- 
wieldy, altogether  too  expensive,  and  would  be  liable 
to  be  called  into  usages  not  altogether  profitable  in 
the  police  service,  and  the  enterprise  wa.-  abandoned. 
If  a  large  boat  is  not  subject  to  all  of  these  objections 
at  the  present  time.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  much 
smaller  one  would  be  much  better  adapted  for  the 
work  required  to  be  done.  The  following  plan  and 
estimate  is  made  by  a  well-established  firm  of  steam 
boat  builders,  and  is  respectfully  submiated  for  your 
consideration: 

Length  of  boat,  55  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  I214  feet; 
hold,  b  feet;  to  draw  not  exceeding  5  feet  of  water, 
when  coal,  water  and  equipments  are  on  board;  hull 
made  light  and  strong,  from  mostly  hackmetack, 
with  oak  under  the  engine  and  boiler  ;  planked  with 
hard  pine;  composition  fastenings;  to  have  consid- 
erable shear,  heavy  fender,  strijie,  light  rail,  and 
white  pine  deck  2x;:i;  fastenings  to  be  plugged,  and 
seams  puttied  a  Dove  the  water  line;  to  have  au  iron 
shoe  under  the  propeller,  and  stem  under  forward;  to 
have  light  joiner  work,  consisting  of  a  small  forecastle 
With  One  berth  to  be  used  as  a  lockup,  with  trunk 
companion  way ;  a  pilot  house,  with  room  for  a  broad 
upholstered  seat  across  the  rear  end,  and  a  house 
from  there  4  feet  high  to  cover  the  boiler  and  engine, 
with  suitable  lights  for  the  companion  way  and  for  ven- 
tilation, and  stairs  aft  to  the  engine  and  fire  room. 
The  engine  to  be  12x12,  with  light,  strong  frame  and 
bed  plate,  every  part  proportioned  to  carry  100 
pounds  of  steam  for  ordinary  use  fitted  with  main 
and  cut  off  valves,  eccentrics,— plunger  pump  for 
boiler;  syphon  pump  of  very  large  size,  suitaby 
connected  for  outside  fire  purposes  in  case  of 
need,  with  hose,  nozzles  and  independent  suction 
pipe  through  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  The  boiler 
to  be  horizontal  circular  shell,  with  flue  and  return 
tubes,  steam  jet,  smoke  pipe  and  whistle, tobe  connect- 
ed with  copper.  Steam  feed  and  exhaust  pipes.  To  have 
apropellor  414  feet  diameter  and  6  feet  pitch.  The 
engine  to  exhaust  into  an  outside  condensing  pipe, 
so  as  to  condense  the  steam  and  thus  obviate  the 
necessity  of  carrying  water  in  tanks;  to  have  a 
small  air  pump  to  connect  with  the  condensijig  pipe 
and  return  the  water  to  a  small  tank  connected  with 
the  boiler  feed  pump;  to  be  provided  with  bells,  gong 


and  jingle  bell,  connected  with  the  pilot  house;  to 
have  suitable  steering  gear,  and  a  grating  over  all. 
The  house  to  be  grained  and  the  hull  painted  three 
coats  of  the  most  approved  color.  The  material  to 
be  of  the  best  quality  and  the  work  to  be  done  in  a 
thorough  and  workmanlike  manner,  and  properly  fit- 
ted fer  the  service,  except  the  portable  furniture.  The 
estimated  amount  of  coal  is  one  hundred  pounds  per 
hour  when  in  actual  service,  requiring  to  be  manned 
with  four  men  and  guaranteed  to  make  ten  miles  an 
hour.  The  estimate  includes  a  full  apparatus  for  the 
extinguishment  of  fires  on  wharves  or  on  other  ves- 
sels, and  the  entire  cost  not  to  exceed  ten  thousand 
dollars.  Such  a  boat,  it  is  believed,  would  be  of  suf- 
ficient size  and  strength  for  all  purposes  in  the  lower 
habor,  and  with  its  light  draft  would  be  conveniently 
serviceable  in  the  upper  harbor,  about  the  wharves, 
on  the  flats,  and  on  the  shores  of  Dorchester. 

Although  there  would  seem  to  bean  urgent  neces- 
sity for  providing  additional  means  for  police  pro- 
tection in  our  haroor,  under  present  circumstances  I 
should  hardly  feel  at  liberty  to  ask  for  such  an  out- 
lay for  my  department  were  it  not  apparent  that 
such  a  sum  as  is  required  for  this  purpose  may  be 
spared  from  the  appropriation  already  made  lor  the 
present  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Edward  H.  Savage, 

Chief  of  Police. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

An  invitation  from  the  German  Protective  Associ- 
ation to  attend  a  public  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  was 
received  and  placed  on  file. 

THE   ABBOTT   LAWRENCE   FUND. 

The  trustees  of  the  Abbott  Lawrence  Fund  sub- 
mitted a  report  of  the  second  distribution  among  the 
public  charities  of  the  city  of  Boston,  made  on  the 
12th  day  of  IV^ay  last,  etc.,  as  follows:  Farm  School 
for  Indigent  Boys,  $800;  Boston  Dispensary,  $800; 
Warren-street  Chapel,  $700;  Children's  Hospital, 
$800;  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 
.flOOO;  Fragment  Society  $500;  Needle  Woman's 
Friend  Society,  $500;  Sailor's  Snug  Harbor,  $1000; 
Temporary  Home  for  the  Destitute,  $800;  Ladies' 
Relief  Agency,  $497  38;  Industrial  School  for  Girls, 
$800;  Fatherless  and  Widows'  Society,  $1000;  Total, 
$9197  38.    The  report  was  placed  ou  file. 

REPORT    OF    THE    CITY  CLERK. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  City  Clerk,  S.  F.  Mc- 
Cleary,  was  submitted.  It  makes  the  following  ex- 
hibit of  receipts:  For  recording  mortgages  of  person- 
al property,  assignments,  liens, etc.,  $595  40;  licenses 
of  billiard  saloons,  $316;  licenses  of  intelligence 
offices,  $41;  licenses  of  auctioneers,  $52;  record  of 
goods  found,  25  cents;  total,  $904  65;  all  of  which  has 
been  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  William  B.  Clark  $160,000  for  estate 
on  Broad  street,  known  as  Fort  Hill  wharf,  upon 
condition  of  his  giving  a  release  of  the  same,  and 
authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  $110,000,  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase,  and  charging  the  remaining 
$50,000  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed— 
yeas  9,  nays  0. 

REPORTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  R.  M.  Field  for  license  for  Boston  Museum;  of  L. 
M.  W.  Steere,  agent,  to  exhibit  Panorama  of  Ireland 
at  Tremont  Temple;  of  Charles  K.  Miller  to  keep  a 
billiard  saloon  at  112  Harvard  street.  Ward  16;  of 
Thomas  Galligan  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  at  803  Tre- 
mont street;  of  Alice  Leake  to  keep  an  intelligence 
office  at  9  Carver  street;  of  Henry  Taylor  et  cU.  for 
hack  license  on  Tremont  street,  near  Milford  street;  of 
Daniel  Leary,  to  deal  in  second-hano  articles  at  45 
Stillman  street;  of  James  Gateby,  to  deal  in  second- 
hand articles  at  24  Newbern  street;  of  John  McCaw- 
ley,  for  wagon  stand  at  25 Fulton  street;  of  A.  Holt 
and  several  others,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses; 
of  P.  B.  Coffin,  Elijah  Kinsman,  Stumcke  &  Good- 
win, Henry  M.  Scott,  Patrick  C.  Ryan  and  John  P. 
Driscoll,  for  victuallers'  license,  and  leave  to  with- 
draw on  application  of  James  Cain,  for  the  same. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  application  of  Eu- 
gene J.  Sullivan,  to  keep  a  bowling  saloon  at  291  Dor- 
chester street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward  from  the  Committee  on  Health 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  fo- 
leave  to  erect  stables  by  Prescott  Chapin,  Jacob  Edr 
wards,  Peter  E.  Brandley,  Sophia  A.  Jackson,  John 
Donnelly  and  Joseph  Ham.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  tte  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  application  of  Henry 
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Doherty  and  Dennis  Sullivan  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  orders  of  notice  for  sewers  in  Catawba, 
Eockland  and  Copeland  streets,  and  appointing  hear- 
ings on  the  same  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Monday, 
September  8.   The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  extend  the  sewer 
now  discharging  near  the  foot  of  B  and  Seventh 
streets  to  the  Commissioners'  line;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  Sewer  Department. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Hulburt,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows  :  Trustees  estate 
of  Robert  C.  Hooper,  $150,  ou  account  of  raising 
grade  of  Cottage  and  Franklin  streets.  Ward  16  ;  W. 
G.  Hickey,  $300,  on  account  of  raising  grade  of 
Chambers  street  ;  Charles  C.  Barry,  $73,  on  account 
of  lowering  grade  of  Alpine  street.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  ou  Streets, 
reported  an  order  to  pay  Nathan  Underwood  $59  95 
on  account  of  the  widening  of  Stoughton  street. 
Bead  twice  and  passed. 

THE   NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Suf- 
folk-street District,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
establishing  a  permanent  grade  for  the  lands  includ- 
ed withiH  the  Northampton-street  District,  so  called, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  187.3,  made  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  grade  of  the  cellars,  back  yards 
and  vacant  lots  of  land  included  within  the  district 
which  is  bounded  northwesterly  by  Washington 
street,  southwesterly  by  Eustis  street  and  Mall  street, 
southeasterly  by  Albany  street  and  northeasterly  by 
Northampton  street,  being  the  district  described  in 
chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  established  at  twelve  feet  above  mean 
low  water;  said  grade  being  deemed  necessary  by  this 
Board  in  order  to  secure  the  complete  drainage  of 
said  lands  so  as  to  abate  and  prevent  nuisances  and 
to  preserve  the  public  health  of  the  city. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 

Alderman  Brown  submitted  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street  District, 
who  were  requested  to  report  what  action  is  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  act  relating  to  the  Northampton 
District  so  called.  Having  fully  considered  the  subject, 
they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, approved  the  fifth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1873,  en- 
titled, "An  act  to  authorize  the  raising  of  the  grade 
of  certain  lands  in  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  public  health  in  said  city,"  it  is 
provided,  among  other  things,  as  follows,  namely: 

"Section  1.  The  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston 
may  order  the  owners  of  lands  in  said  citv,  situated 
and  lying  within  the  district  which  is  bounded  north- 
westerly by  Washington  street,  southwesterly  by 
Eustis  street  and  Mall  street,  southeasterly  by  Al- 
bany street  and  northeasterly  by  Northampton  street; 
or  any  of  such  owners,  to  raise  the  grade  of  their 
said  lands  filling  up  the  same  with  good  materials  to 
such  permanent  grade  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  order  to  secure  a  com- 
plete drainage  thereof,  so  as  to  abate  and  prevent 
nuisances  and  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  city." 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  following 
named  parties,  being  owners  of  the  land  situated  and 
lying  within  the  district  aforesaid,  be,  and  thev  are 
hereby  severally  directed  to  raise  the  grade  of  their 
said  lands  respectively,  or  such  portions  thereof  as 
are  below  the  grade  established  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  by  filling  the  same  with  good  clean  gravel, 
earth  or  ashes,  to  the  grade  of  twelve  feet  above 
mean  low  water,  as  established  by  an  orde;-  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  approved  September  Ist,  A.  D., 
1873;  said  lands  with  the  portions  thereof  below  the 
said  grade  being  shown  upon  a  plan  made  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  dated  July  25th,  1873. 

[Appended  to  the  report  is  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  owners  of  property  within  the  district  named.  J 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Fifth  street,  between  K  and  M  streets, 
and  on  L  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets. 
Estimatedcost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Ruggles  street,  between  the  Providence  Railroad  and 
Parker  street,  at  eighteen  feet  above  mean  low  water. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the 
gutters  on  the  southerly  side  of  Guild  street,  between 


Shawmut  avenue  and  Lambert  avenue.  Estimated 
cost,  $1200. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  be  author- 
ized to  raise  Federal,  Franklin,  Congress,  Pearl,  Kil- 
by,  Oliver,  Batterymarch,  Central,  Lindall,  Hawes, 
Water  and  Milk  streets  to  the  grade  established  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  said  streets  Jan.  2, 1873; 
also  to  grade  the  streets  on  the  Burnt  District  as 
widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  and 
to  pave  the  streets  on  said  district  with  small 
granite  blocks,  as  fast  as  building  operations  will 
permit  and  the  public  safety  and  convenience  may 
require;  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Burnt  District. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  rooms 
■  of  the  Ticknor  Schoolhouse  as  may  be  necessary  to 
accommodate  pupils  of  the  grammar  school  of  that 
district;  and,  also,  to  furnish  such  additional  ac- 
commodations as  may  be  required  for  the  primary 
schools;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  in  repairing 
Neponset  Bridge,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  eleven 
hundred  dollars,  be  allowed  and  paid;  said  amount  to 
be  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  locate  a  stand  pipe  in  the  City  Hall 
Building,  and  connect  the  same  with  the  high-service 
supply ;  also,  to  provide  the  necessary  hose  and  fix- 
tures in  order  that  the  same  may  be  made  available 
in  case  of  fire;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  author- 
ized to  erect  a  new  flag-staff  on  Washinglon  Park, 
so-called,  in  place  of  the  old  one,  which  has  become 
decayed  and  dangerous,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$475;   to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  organize  and  equip  a  steam  fire 
engine  company  for  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  22,  to  be 
located  on  Parker  street.  Ward  15;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fire  Department. 

THE   MATHER   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Sayward  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
being  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  order  for  the  can- 
celling of  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse  on 
Meetinghouse  Hill. 

He  said  that  in  the  absence  of  the  chief  opponent 
of  the  motion  (Alderman  Power),  he  would,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  courtesy  to  him,  move  that  the  motion  be  laid 
on  the  table,  although  the  matter  was  very  important. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

THE   SYSTEM    OF   SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers,  to  whom  was  referred  an  order 
requesting  them  to  examine  the  present  system  of 
sewerage  in  the  city.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  rapid  removal  of 
decaying  matter  from  habitations  is  part  of  the  neces- 
sary machinery,  and  forms  one  of  the  conditions  of 
life  in  large  cities,  and  ne  doubt  has  a  marked  influ- 
ence on  the  preservation  of  the  public  health;  but  so 
varied  are  the  conditions  of  life  and  so  many  the  in- 
fluences that  should  be  elim  inated  before  a  comparison 
could  be  made,  that  no  estimate  in  figures  of  the  rela- 
tions of  sewerage  to  human  life  has  ever  been  given. 
There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  perfect  means  en- 
joyed by  our  citizens  in  the  collection  and  removal  of 
sewage  from  their  houses;  it  is  probably  in  relation 
to  its  discharge  into  the  waters  surrounding  the  city 
that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  order  to  direct  inquiry. 
Whenever  a  sewer  may  discharge  into  the  harbor, 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  unpleasant  odors  at  low 
stages  of  the  tide  and  with  some  directions  of  the 
wind.  The  city  is  fortunately  situated,  in  being 
able  to  distribute  its  outlets  all  around  it,  dis- 
charging only  from  a  few  such  an  amount  of  sewage 
as  to  render  their  location  noticeable.  These  will 
be  considered  in  detail,  with  the  means  proposed 
for  diminishing  their  offensiveness  as  far  as  possible. 

Some  notice  may  be  taken  here  of  the  reiterated 
statements  that  "we  have  no  system  of  sewerage,"  or 
"a  bad  system,"  and  that  we  need  some  "compre- 
hensive plan"  for  the  drainage  of  the  city— reciting 
the  story  of  flooded  cellars,  ofl:enslve  odors,  and  a 
shoaling  harbor,  and  pointing  to  some  great  scheme 
for  diverting  drainage  from  Charles  River,  and  car- 
rying it  southward  to  Dorchester  Bay.  Our  system  of 
drainage  is  as  perfect,  though  not  so  complicated,  as 
that  of  any  other  city.  We  are  favored  by  location 
with  generally  good  grades  and  outlets  to  deep  water; 
and  though  we  have  no  long  lines  composed  of  huge 
sewers  with  their  many  branches,  with  pumping 
works  and  flushing  apparatus,  yet  the  removal  of  the 
sewage  from  the  house  to  the  ebbing  tide  in  the 
harbor  is  rapid  and  complete;  and  that  is  a  perfect 
system.    We  bave  probably  more  than  5000  cellars  or 
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basements  below  extreme  high  water,  which,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  are  perfectly  drained;  but  after  a 
heavy  storm  the  newspapers  invariably  report  the 
flooding  of  cellars  in  the  low  parts  of  New  York, 
Brooklyn  and  Baltimore. 

In  the  drainage  of  the  surface  of  streets  and  in  the 
appliances  for  protecting  cellars  from  tide  water,  our 
system  is  probably  better  than  that  of  any  other  city. 
The  offensive  odors  which  every  summer  alflict  the 
south  and  west  parts  of  the  city  are  but  in  small  de- 
gree traceable  to  sewers.  The  most  prominent  cause 
has  been  the  exposure  of  mud  banks  by  the  filling  of 
the  basin  of  the  Water  Power  Company  and  the  stag- 
nation of  a  large  body  of  shoal  water.  Both  this 
year  and  last,  as  soon  as  fresh  cold  water  was  per- 
mitted to  flow  in,  the  offence  ceased.  Our  sewage 
system  had  no  more  to  do  with  this  than  with  the 
frequent  visits  of  sickening  odors  from  the  shores  of 
Miller's  River. 

But  it  is  said  that  Charles  River  is  becoming  a  vast 
cesspool,  that  it  is  growing  shoaler  by  sewer  de- 
posits, and  enormous  mud-banks  are  forming  in  its 
channel,  and  that  it  has  become  what  the  Thames 
was  to  London,  and  that  a  sim'lar  remedy  must  be 
employed  and  the  sewage  carried  southward  to  the 
harbor.  Perhaps  all  this  may  come  true  in  the  future, 
when  Boston  shall  rival  London  in  size  and  popula- 
tion, but  it  is  undoubtedly  now  all  false.  A  simple 
inspection  will  sufllce  to  sh'<w  that  the  river  does  not 
yet  suffer  from  the  amount  of  drainage  it  receives, 
being  pure  enough  for  bathing  purposes;  and  it  is  a 
fact,  indorsed  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  and 
there  is  no  trace  of  sewage  deposit  in  the  harbor, 
and  that  the  growth  of  the  shoal  in  Charles  River 
above  Cambridge  Bridge  is  due  entirely  to  the  growth 
of  the  oyster  beds.  Before  the  diversion  of  the  Lon- 
don sewage  and  the  building  of  the  Thames  embank- 
ment, that  river  received  in  the  limits  of  the  metrop- 
olis and  from  the  towns  above  the  drainage  of  4,000,- 
000  people,  and  then  the  offensive  smell  arose  chiefly 
from  the  mud-banks  exposed  aiong  the  shores  at  low 
water  and  not  from  the  river  itself. ' 

It  is  also  the  experience  here  that  the  exposed  mud 
hanks  of  Miller's  River,  of  Back  8ay,  in  the  rear  of 
Beacon  street  and  in  Roxbury  Canal,  discharge  the 
obnoxious  gases,  but,  when  covered  with  a  small 
depth  of  water  are  inno'-uous.  The  Charles  River 
receives  from  Boston  the  sewage  of  about  sixty 
thousand  people;  it  is  inclosed  by  walls  and  shows 
no  flats  below  Cimbridge  Bridge;  and  long  before 
tkose  now  in  the  river  become  offensive,  the  needs 
of  commerce  will  have  applied  the  same  remedy  that 
was  carried  out  with  the  Thames,  and  have  em- 
banked the  channel  as  far  as  the  tide  reaches  Keep- 
ing in  mind  the  fact  that  flats  covered  with  i.rganic 
matter  and  exposed  ai  low  water  are,  here  and  else- 
where, the  great  sources  of  nuisance,  compare  the 
discharge  of  sewage  into  the  Charles  River,  with  its 
suggested  diversion  into  Dorchester  Bay. 

In  one  case  the  sewage,  discharged  hy  many  out- 
lets, is  mixed  and  dispersed  in  a  rapidly  flowing 
river,  with  current  strong  enough  to  hold  and  keep 
all  noxious  matter  susi)enc^ed  until  it  is  deposited 
beyond  our  limits,  and,  in  fact,  beyond  our  knowl- 
edge, without  any  sensible  pollution  of  its  own 
waters.  In  the  other  the  sewage  would  be  di>charged 
by  a  single  outlet  into  a  basin  almost  coinpleiely  bare 
at  low  water,  at  all  times  without  motion,  except  the 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  and  half  inclosed  between 
two  rapidly  growing  wards  of  the  city.  This  is  pre- 
cisely the  cause  of  the  present  condition  of  Miller's 
River  and  of  our  own  like  nuisances,  and  apart  from 
.  the  great  cost  of  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
channel,  it  is  certain  that  in  a  few  years  the  deposits 
from  its  mouth,  having  spread  over  a  square  mile  of 
flats,  would  emit  a  miasma  which  would  render  un- 
inhabitable portions  of  Wards  12  and  Ifi.  and,  with  a 
southeasterly  wind,  would  sensibly  affect  the  death 
rate  of  the  city  itself. 

The  committee  would  now  draw  attention  to  the 
nuisances  due  to  sewer  outlets,  so  far  as  they  know 
them,  and  discuss  the  means  for  abating  them. 
There  is  no  complaint  around  the  borders  of  the  city 
up  to  the  rear  of  Beacon  street.  Here  a  large  sewer 
from  the  Cburch-street  District  and  another  at  the 
end  of  Berkeley  street  discharge  very  near  to  the 
abrupt  angle  in  the  wall  of  the  river,  where  Braraan's 
laatlas  were  formerly  located.  The  channel  of  the 
river  sweeping  round  this  angle  leaves  a  triangular 
bit  of  flats  on  its  outer  edge,  which  becomes  the  rest- 
ing place,  not  only  for  matter  coming  from  the  sew- 
ers, but  for  every  filthy  thing  floating  up  or  down  the 
river.  At  low  tide  in  summer  the  sinell  from  this  is 
offensive  and  is  often  ascribed  to  the  sewers  in  riose 
proximity,  and  they  are  doubtless  the  indirect  cause 
of  much  of  it,  by  furnishing  a  share  of  the  decompos- 
ing matter. 

But,  years  ago,  a  remedy  conceded  by  all  interest- 
ed to  be  perfect  was  proposed,  viz.,  to  change  the 
line  of  the  sea  wall  from  an  angular  to  a  circular  one, 
louilt  along  the  line  of  the  channel,  inclosing  the  of- 
fensive flats  and  extending  the  sewers  to  deep  water. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  urged  by  this  department 


that  provision  should  be  made  for  a  wide  street  or 
boulevard  all  along  the  water  front  from  Cambridge 
bridge  to  Brookliue,  which  might  eventually  serve  to 
inclose  a  sewer,  intercepting  all  the  drainage  on  the 
west  side  and  carrying  it  down  to  the  bridge.  This 
scheme,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature  and 
urged  by  the  city,  was  defeated  by  the  influence  of 
the  owners  abutting,  who  feared  to  lose  the  water 
front  and  preferred  to  retain  the  smell  fi  om  the  river 
to  losing  the  sight  of  it  under  their  windows. 

As  it  is  improbable  that  this  project  will  ever  be 
perfected,  the  department  is  now  carrying  all  the 
drainage  from  Church  street,  Berkeley  and  Dartmouth 
street  sewers,  by  outlets  submerged  below  low-water 
mark,  to  the  channel  of  the  river.  This  will  remove 
the  sight  of  much  offence,  but  until  the  flats  below 
are  embanked  they  must  be  constantly  dredged  to 
keep  them  from  being  a  nuisance.  The  Stony  Brook, 
which  is  the  receptacle  of  the  drainage  from  most  of 
the  breweries  and  factories  of  Roxbury,  now  dis- 
charges at  Parker  street,  and  deposits  more  or  less 
sediment  upon  the  flats  of  the  Full  Basin.  This  basin 
is  the  property  of  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
which,  with  the  State,  has  fllled  all  the  flats  westward 
from  the  Public  Garden.  The  gravel  filling  has  kept 
so  far  in  advance  of  the  construction  and  occupation 
of  houses  upon  the  land  that  the  odors  at  low  water 
have  not  till  recently  been  noticeable  at  the  dwellings 
of  the  Back  Bay, 

The  city  has  covered  this  outlet  during  the  past 
year  one  thousand  feet  toward  the  Milldam,  and  it  is 
fair  to  suppose,  from  the  progress  in  the  past  thatithe 
gravel  filling  will  proceed  fast  enough  to  reach  the 
line  of  the  proposed  channel  for  the  brook,  and  con- 
fine it  to  a  narrower  and  perhaps  covered  course,  be- 
fore the  evils  arising  from  its  present  discharge  will 
become  serious.  If  it  becomes  imperative,  before 
the  basin  Is  filled,  the  channel  of  the  brook  can  be 
extended  so  as  to  prevent  the  difl'usion  of  sediment 
upon  the  flats,  and  transfer  the  outlet  still  farther 
from  habitations.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a  large  in- 
terior basin,  kept  at  high- water  mark,  may  be  pre- 
served here  for  ornamental  purposes,  and  its  waters 
used  to  flush  and  purify  the  channel  to  the  Milldam. 
The  Roxbury  canal,  on  the  east  side  of  Ward  11, 
has,  for  a  long  time,  furnished  with  Pine  Island  and 
the  soap  factories,  its  quota  to  the  afflictions  of  that 
ward.  It  is  the  intention  of  this  department  to 
divert  all  the  sewers  discharging  into  this  dock  to 
the  point  of  Pine  Island  through  the  new  avenue 
formed  by  the  extension  of  Swett  street  to  South 
Boston.  As  soon  as  the  lines  of  this  avenue  are  de- 
cided, the  department  is  ready  to  build  the  intercept- 
ing sewer,  and  whenever  the  canal  can  be  fllled  as 
far  as  Albany  street,  all  the  sewers  emptying  into 
bouth  Bay  should  be  carried  either  to  Pine  Island  or 
Dover-street  Bridge.  In  laying  out  streets  in  the 
new  territory  which  has  come  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  city  by  annexation,  it  is  important  that  ave- 
nues should  be  laid  out  along  the  valleys  of  the  vari- 
ous water  sheds,  in  order  that  the  main  sewers  of 
those  valleys  may  be  advantageously  located  and 
constructed. 

The  department  is  already  embarrassed  in  provid- 
ing necessary  drainage  for  certain  districts  in  Dor- 
chester by  the  necessity  of  either  taking  land  solely 
for  sewer  puposes  at  considerable  expense,  or  else 
awaiting — perhaps,  after  all,  in  vain — the  action  of 
the  Street  Commissioners.  At  East  Boston  a  new 
corporation  is  flllmg  the  flats  east  of  the  railroad  and 
north  of  Maverick  street.  These  flats  have  hereto- 
fore received  the  drainage  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
"Ward,  and  the  sewers  must  now  be  intercepted  and 
new  outlets  provided.  This  will  render  necessary 
the  construction  of  a  main  and  branch  sewers  suf- 
ficient for  the  drainage  of  some  400  acres.  The  main 
line  is  already  determined,  and  portions  will  be  built 
as  needed  by  the  progress  of  the  filling,  so  that  no 
obstruction  will  be  made  to  the  free  discharge  of  the 
sewers. 

It  has  been  unfortunate  that  almost  the  whole  wa- 
ter front  of  the  original  city  has  been  pushed  out  and 
filled  by  private  corporations,  which  arrange  their 
streets  and  sewers  and  fill  and  improve  their  lands 
without  any  control  by  the  city,  and  often  without 
any  settled  plan  of  policy  of  their  own,  but  varying 
with  the  interests  of  powerful  stockholders.  This 
course  compels  the  city  to  do  the  best  it  can  when 
possession  of  streets  is  finally  forced  upon  it,  which 
is  generally  but  a  makeshift  for  what  should  have 
been  done  or  left  undone  from  the  beginning.  Your 
committee  have  therefore  "examined  the  present 
system  of  sewerage  of  the  city,"  and  report  that 
everything  which  appears  to  them  necessary  to  the 
public  health  or  convenience  will  be  carried  out  by 
the  Department  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  or  expedient. 
James  Powee, 
Thomas  Gapfield, 
Alanson  Bigelow, 

Committee  on  Sewers. 
The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown,    the   Board   ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SJEPTtCMBER    4,     ly'riri. 


regular     weekly    meeting    of    the    Common 
was  held  last  ev&nlng,  E.  O.  Shepard,  Presi- 


The 

Council 

dent,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  ALDERMEN. 

The  Reports  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Library, 
Inspector  of  Buildings,  Trustees  of  the  Sinking:  Fund 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  City  Clerk,  City  Rcfjister,  Su- 
perintendent of  North  City  Scales  and  Auditor's  Ex- 
hibit for  Aup-ust,  were  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

The  following  papers  were  disposed  of  in  concur- 
rence: 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  of  an 
order  requesting  said  committee  to  cause  the  asphalt 
to  be  removed  twenty  feet  in  radius  from  trunks  of 
elms  on  Tremont-street  Mall. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  of 
recommendations  of  the  grand  jury  of  Sufiblk 
County  of  13th  of  June  last. 

Report  no  action  necessary  on  petitions— 1.  Of 
Thomas  Carberry.  for  leave  to  erect  a  range  of 
wooden  sheds  at  1482  Tremont  street;  2.  Of  Newton 
Morton,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  K 
street.     Severally  accepted. 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  S.  W  eld  & 
Co.,  concerning  offal  contract.     Accepted 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  license  to  he  issued 
to  Juo.  Sullivan  to  construct  a  basement  cellar  at  the 
corner  of  Kneeland  and  \lbany  streets.  Report  ac- 
cepted and  order  passed. 

Order  authorizing  and  directing  payment  to  be  en- 
forced of  the  policies  of  insurance  in  favor  of  the  city 
on  the  Hospital  Building,  Swett  street,  destroyed  by 
fire.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  reward  of  $500  for  the  detec- 
tion of  Incendiaries.     Passed. 

Order  to  furnish  additional  primary  school  accom- 
modations in  Dorchester-Everett  District.    Passed. 

Order  to  furnish  additional  school  accommodations 
in  Minot  District.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  alterations  to  be  made  in  Tick- 
nor  Schoolhouse  to  accommodate  the  grammar  school 
in  that  district.     Passed. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Suffolk- 
street  District,  and  order  directing  owners  of  land  in 
Northampton-street  District  to  raise  the  grade  of  said 
land  as  provided  by  law.  Report  accepted  and  order 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  organization  and  equipment  of 
Steam  Fire  Engine  Company  22,  to  be  located  on 
Parker  street,  Ward  15.     Passed. 

Order  to  close  the  school  building  on  Newton  street 
heretofore  occupied  by  the  Normal  School.  Laid  on 
the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  fixtures  to  be  placed 
on  City  Hall  Building,  for  E.  S.  Tobey's  invention  for 
extinguishing  fires.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12. 

The  following  orders  were  read  once: 

Order  to  pay  Gas  Company's  bill  of  $259  50,  for  gas 
for  balloon  on  Fourth  of  July  last. 

Order  authorizing  a  stand  pipe  to  be  loc  ted  in  City 
Hall  Building  and  connected  with  high  service  supply. 

Order  for  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  to  be 
made  on  Court  House  and  Probate  Building,  at  not 
exceeding  1 50J0. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  know  vvhat  is  con- 
templated by  this  order,  and  should  be  glad  to  have 
it  explained.  In  the  present  condition  of  affairs  it 
would  seem  that  no  more  money  should  be  spent  on 
the  Court  House  until  it  is  understood  what  is  to  be 
done  in  regard  to  building  a  new  one.  Five  thou- 
sand dollars  spent  on  the  old  Court  House  would 
hardly  be  sufficient,  and  why  it  is  contem- 
•plated  to  spend  this  money  when  there  has 
been  for  several  years  a  proposal  to  build  a  new 
one  for  the  county  of  Suftblk  is  a  very  singular  thing 
to  my  mind.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  an  idea 
that  the  city  of  Boston  can  save  about  two  million 
dollars  by  a  certain  arrangement,  and  by  which  the 
present  Court  House  can  be  made  available  for  all 
the  purposes  required  by  the  courts.  The  whole  of 
thi.H  area  around  the  Court  House  leading  to  Court 
street  can  be  taken  for  the  purposes  of  a  (;oiut 
House  and  blocked  up  from  public  travel.  Then 
the  noise  consequent  upon  the  ute  of  Court  square 
toy   the   express   teams   will    be    abated,    and     the 


courts  be  better  accommodatea  at  an  ex 
pense  of  from  a  hundred  and  fifty  to  tw-o  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  better  than  the  courts  in  any  coun- 
ty in  the  United  States.  I  wish  members  to  think  of 
this  and  see  whether  the  plan  I  propose  is  not  feat-i- 
ble.  Shut  up  the  whole  area  this  side  of  Court  street 
from  public  travel  so  that  it  shall  be  used  only  for 
the  purposes  of  the  courts,  except  the  Municipal 
Court,  which  I  would  remove  from  that  building  en- 
tirely. It  brings  twenty-five  persons  to  the  court 
house  against  one  brought  to  any  other.  Then 
I  woHld  propose  to  extend  City  Hall  to  Tre- 
mont street,  the  necessity  for  which  has  become 
more  apparent  every  day.  I  would  then  have  the 
iMunicipai,  Criminal,  and  perhaps  the  Civil,  court  in 
this  extended  building.  This  would  accommodate 
the  Supreme  and  Superior  courts  better  than  they 
are  accommodated  in  any  city  in  the  United  States. 
I  have  this  opinion  from  persons  familiar  with  pub- 
lic buildings  in  different  States  and  counties.  By 
this  expenditure  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  the  present  Court  House  can 
be  made  available  for  years  to  come,  and  perhaps  for 
a  century.  Rather  than  go  back  upon  the  site  of 
the  reservoir  on  Beacon  Hill,  and  build  a  new  Court 
House  at  an  expense  of  a  couple  of  millions  or  more, 
let  us  try  to  economize,  let  us  avail  ourselves  of  the 
propertv  that  belongs  to  the  city.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  this  plan  never  has  been  suggested  before.  I 
know  the  fertile  minds  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  may  origi- 
nate anything,  but  I  never  heard  of  this  proposition 
until  it  occurred  to  me  today.  I  had  the  honor  some- 
time since  to  suggest  an  enlargement  of  City 
Hall,  and  I  think  if  this  matter  were  to  be 
taken  hold  of  properly  —  and  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  are  abundantly  able  to 
examine  this  matter — I  think  they  will  see  the  neces- 
sitv  of  doing  something,  and  I  know  of  nothins 
more  apparently  in  the  line  of  economy  than  this. 
It  will  be  said  that  parties  who  own  the  estates  on 
either  side  of  the  Court  House  will  come  in  for  dam- 
ages. If  I  owned  a  building  like  Barrister's, Hall,  or 
any  other  there,  and  I  should  get  two  hundred  dol- 
lars where  I  now  get  only  one,  if  these  offices  were 
made  available  for  the  bar,  I  would  not  object.  In- 
stead of  being  damaged  the  property  would  be  en- 
hanced in  value.  I  can  see  no  reasonable  objection 
to  the  plan  which  I  suggest  now,  because 
when  I  see  this  small  appropriation  asked  for  it  Is 
proper  to  inquire  what  it  is  for  and  whether  it  is 
available.  I  leave  this  matter  to  the  Council  today 
whether  the  suggestion  I  have  made  is  worthy  of 
consideration. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Order  authorizing  sale  at  auction  of  iron-fence  on 
westerly  side  of  Tremont  street,  between  Park  and 
Boyiston  streets. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"sell  by  public  auction"  and  insert  the  words  "trans- 
fer to  Mount  Hope  Cemetery." 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  asked  the  reason  for  the  pro- 
posed transfer  to  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Mr,  Burt  of  Ward  16— The  city  of  Boston  owns 
both,  and  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  needs  just  such  a 
fence  as  that  around  the  Common.  It  would  be  much 
more  advisable  to  transfer  the  fence  there  than  to 
sell  it  for  one  fourth  what  it  is  worth. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  William  R.  Clark  $160,000,  on  his' 
giving  to  the  city  a  deed  of  estate  on  Broad  street, 
known  as  Fort  Hill  wharf,  and  also  a  release  from  all 
damages  to  said  estate  on  account  of  the  widening  of 
said  street,  and  for  a  loan  of  $110,000. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
this  appropriation,  which  seemed  to  have  just  started 
out  fresh.  He  wanted  to  know  if  there  is  any  neces- 
sity for  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— It  is  because  the  land  is 
needed  to  widen  Broad  street,  and  the  terms  men- 
tioned are  the  best  that  the  owner  of  the  property 
and  the  Committee  on  Streets  could  arrive  at. 

Mr.  Shaw— That  is  not  a  proper  explanation. 
though  it  may  be  all  that  the  gentleman  can  give.  I 
have  known  this  property  for  several  years,  and  un- 
less some  more  satisfactory  explanation  is  given  I 
don't  mean  to  vote  for  the  order.  The  property  is  • 
situated  in  the  district  which  I  represent,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  have  an  explanation  from  some  source  with 
regard  to  it.  I  undertake  to  say  that  it  is  n't  the 
best  trade  that  can  be  made,  notwithstanding  the 
short  and  bluff  manner  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  answered  me.  If  the  city  is  to  pay 
twenty-five  per  cent,  more  for  property  than  a 
private  individual  does,  it  is  time  people 
knew  it.  When  the  city  has  to  sell  any- 
thing she  has  to  take  twenty-five  per  cent,  discount, 
and  it  is  time  people  understood  this  matter,  and  as 
a  member  of  this  Council  it  is  my  duty  to  rise  here 
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and  say  so.  It  is  n't  the  best  bargain  that  the  city 
can  make.  It  is  made  because  an  individual  has  been 
hovering  round  this  City  Hall  and  importuning  mem- 
bers to  buy  his  property,  and  it  is  time  the  people  of 
Boston  knew  about  this.  I  undertake  to  say  that  that 
property  is  n't  worth  anything  like  a  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the  eity  does  n't 
send  men  here  competent  to  make  good  bargains 
it  is  time  she  left  us  all  at  home,  and  sent  new 
men  here.  I  don't  propose  to  sit  here  and  be  bluffed 
in  that  way.  The  gentleman  is  one  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  and  it  is  perfectly  proper  that  he  should 
give  me  a  fair  and  decent  answer.  I  am  entitled  to 
It,  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  are  entitled  to  it.  I 
have  known  something  of  the  value  of  this  property 
for  years.  I  vi'ant  a  better  reason  than  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  gives  for  making  this  purctiase,  and 
proposing  to  make  a  new  loan  for  ic.  With 
our  loans  reaching  nearly  up  to  fifty  mil- 
lion dollars,  it  is  time  we  were  looking 
into  this  extravagance.  It  is  time  that  we  elect- 
ed a  City  Government  capable  of  making  better  bar- 
gains. I  don't  propose  to  come  here  and  be  answered 
m  this  terse,  bluff  and  impertinent  manner.  I  have  a 
right  to  a  fair  answer,  and  when  I  am  not  satisfied 
with  any  proposition  here  I  propose  to  ask  an  explan- 
ation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — This  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Streets  for  some  time  and 
was  reported  to  the  Aldermen  last  Monday.  In 
City  Document  No.  67,  which  relates  to  the  wid- 
ening of  Broad  street,  the  Street  Commissioners 
awarded  Mr.  Clark  for  the  widening  of  Broad  street, 
Mr.  Clark  applied  to  the  Harbor  Commissioners  to  ex- 
tend his  wharf.  The  Street  Commissioners  thought 
that  the  proper  place  to  extend  Northern  avenue,  and 
they  prevented  the  extension  of  the  wharf  until  a 
good  trade  could  be  made  for  the  city.  The  matter 
was  finally  left  to  a  referee,  who  decided  that  the 
property  is  worth  $175,000.  After  several  weeks  the 
committee  made  the  best  trade  they  could  and 
allowed  him  to  stay  there  till  next  April.  The  city 
will  be  obliged  to  have  this  some  time  or  other.  If 
this  arrangement  is  not  carried  out  the  commissioners 
will  have  to  allow  Mr.  Clark  to  extend  his  wharf  at  an 
expense  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  which  the  city 
would  have  to  pay  when  the  avenue  is  exttmded. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  thank  the  gentleman  for 
his  answer  and  for  the  gentlemanly  manner  in  which 
he  put  it.  It  is  so  different  from  the  answer  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  I  appreciate  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — Another  statement  I  intended 
to  make  was  that  Mr.  Clark  is  to  pay  seven  per  cent, 
interest  on  the  property  while  he  retains  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  order  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  48,  nays  0. 

Order  to  hire  the  building  at  23  Pembsrton  square, 
for  the  use  of  certain  city  officers,  which  had  been 
amended  in  the  Council  by  an  order  to  lease  the  up- 
per rooms  in  Niles  Block,  and  connect  the  same 
with  City  Hall  by  a  bridge,  came  from  the  Aldermen 
with  the  amendment  non-concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
voted  to  adhere  to  the  amendment. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7  presented  the  petition  of 
Fowler  &  Bennett,  to  be  reimbursed  for  damages  to  a 
horse  caused  by  a  defect  in  a  street.  Referred  to 
'  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Ward  15  presented  a  petition  from 
Andrew  J.  Noyes  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing. Referred  to  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

THE   FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department,  reported  that, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  the  system  and  man- 
agement of  fire  departments  in  the  leading  cities 
of  the  Union,  as  compared  with  that  of  our  own,  the 
committee  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  by  the 
adoption  of  the  within-named  recommendations  the 
Boston  Fire  Department  would  be  as  powerful  in  its 
armament,  and  as  thoroughly  equipped  as  any 
department  in  the  United  States,  and  its  members  as 
intelligent  and  disciplined  a  bodv  of  men  as  can  be 
found  in  any  city.  The  committee  present  the  fol- 
lowing table  of  expenditures  of  the  different  fire  de- 
partments : 

New  York. 


®  —  O) 

O  P«QO 

'A 


1870...  52 
1871.... 52 
1872.... 52 


an 


6S. 

'A 

590 

590 

590 


to 
§-- 

$1,006,212  87 
1,125,897  83 
1,050,195  38 


So. 

TS 

o.° 

119,350  24 
21,651  88 
20,196  06 


$1,705  44 
1,908  30 
1,779  99 


No.  of    No.  of 
Yr.    Cos.     Men. 
1869.... 87        993 
1871....  27        329 
1872  ...27        373 
'Volunteer. 


Philadelphia. 

E'^PENSE 

Of  Department.  Per  Co. 

$114,798  50  $1,319  52 

400,000  UO  14.814  81 

425,584  32  14,673  59 


1869.... 10 
-1870.... 10 
1871.... 11 


114 
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1870.... 38  466 
1871.... 38  466 
1872.... 42        475 


BalUmore. 
.$95,549  56 
105,789  53 
156,394  00 
Boston. 
$361,189  07 
331,169  45 
438,494  10 


$9,554  95 
10,578  95 
14,217  63 

$9,504  97 

8,714  98 

10,440  33 


Per  man. 

$115  60* 
1,215  80 
1,140  84 


$838  15 

860  07 

1,125  20 

$775  08 
710  66 
923  14 


While  the  committee  are  slow  to  recommend  any 
measure  that  will  increase  the  burden  of  taxation, 
yet,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  dwelling  houses  are 
giving  place  to  warehouses  and  stores,  making  it 
impossible  to  obtain  tenements  for  the  members  of 
the  department  in  the  central  portion  of  the  city, 
they  believe  that  the  extra  expenditure  for  their 
maintenance  in  this  district  will  be  cheerfully  met 
by  our  citizens  for  carrying  out  the  following  recom- 
mendations, viz.:  The  organization  of  one  steam 
fire-engine  company  and  one  hook  and  ladder  com- 
pany, to  be  located  on  Fort  Hill,  said  companies  to 
be  permanently  employed,  and  one  engine  company 
to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Mason  street,  as 
provided  for  by  the  City  Council  in  the  annual  Ap- 
propriation bill.  The  committee  also  recommend 
that  in  addition  to  the  above  engines  and  hook  and 
ladder  companies.  Engine  Companies  Nos.  4  (on 
Bulfinch  street)  and  7  (on  East  street)  be  reorganized 
so  as  to  consist  of  twelve  men  each,  as  follows: 

Foreman,  engineer  of  engine,  fireman,  two  drivers 
and  seven  hosemen,  all  of  whom  are  to  be  perma- 
nently employed;  also  that  Hose  Companies  Nos.  1 
and  8"be  transferred  into  enaine  companies  as  abo"e, 
to  take  charge  of  Engines  Nos.  24  and  25,  and  that 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  8,  located  on  Fort 
Hill,  be  composed  of  fifteen  men,  to  be  perma- 
nently employed  and  ranked  as  follows:  Foreman, 
assistant  foreman,  diiverand  twelve  laddermen.  The 
Department  of  the  city  proper,  as  now  organized, 
consists  of  seven  steam  fire  engines,  five  hose  com- 
panies, two  hook  and  ladder  companies,  and  two  ex- 
tinguisher corps,  with  a  membership  of  thirty-three 
men,  permanently  employed,  and  a  hundred  and 
forty-four  members  who  do  duty  only  when  an  alarm 
of  fire  is  sounded,  at  an  annual  expense  for  salaries 
of  $81,bya  M.  Tne  recent  vote  ol  the  City  Council 
authorizing  horse  hose  carriages  to  run  in  con- 
nection with  the  several  engines  will  increase 
the  number  of  permanent  men  in  the  city 
proper  to  thirty-eight  and  the  expense  for  sal- 
aries to  $87,167  50.  By  the  addition  of  the 
above  recommendations  the  city  proper  will  have 
fourteen  steam  fire  engines,  nine  of  which  will  be 
fully  manned  and  equipped,  and  in  case  of  emergency 
fourteen  engines  can  be  at  work  within  the  space  of 
fifteen  minutes.  Of  this  force  there  will  be  on  duty 
constantly  a  patrol  force  of  forty  men.  With  the 
increased  water  supply  which  has  been  furnished  by 
the  Water  Board  since  the  16th  of  May — being  sixty 
Lowry  hydrants,  with  additions  made  daily  in  this 
direction— the  city  will  have  a  working  force  as 
strong  as  any  other  city  on  tbe  continent.  Yet  the 
committee,  notwithstanding  all  this,  fully  concur  in 
the  opinion  that  there  should  be  placed  in  the  mercarv 
tile  section  of  the  city  an  indegendent  water  supply 
for  fire  purposes,  believing  the  same  could  be  main- 
tained with  one-third  the  expense  it  now  costs  for 
the  present  system  of  extinguishing  fires,  and  give 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  above-named  district,  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Holly  system,  a  power  equal  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty  steam  fire  engines,  instead  of  four- 
teen; for  each  hydrant  would  be  equal  in  power  to 
any  first-class  steamer  now  in  service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  tbe  report 
was  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  reported  that, 
acting  upon  an  order  from  the  City  Council  of 
June  30th,  1873,  to  purchase  the  estate  of  the  late 
Nathaniel  Whiting  between  Washington  square  and 
Washington  place,  and  erect  on  said  lot  and  the 
lots  adjoining  on  either  side  owned  by  the 
city,  a  building  suitable  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  steam  fire  engine,  they  had  expended  $16,750 
'^l  the  $50,000  appropriated  in  the  purchase  of 
the  Whitmg  estate.  Plans  have  been  prepared 
for  a  building  which  has  the  approval  of  the  Chief- 
Engineer  and  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
said  building  to  accommodate  two  steam  fire  engines 
with  horse  hose  carriages  and  a  hook  and  ladder  car- 
riage. Proposals  have  been  received  for  doing  all 
the  work  necessary  to  complete  the  building,  and  it 
IS  found  that  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appro- 
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priation,  namely.  $33,250,  will  uot  be  sufficient,  but  at 
the  lowest  estimate  the  sum  of  $15,000  more  will  be 
required  before  the  work  of  building  can  be  contract- 
ed for.  The  committee  report  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  an  order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
added  to  the  amount  already  authorized  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  the  erection  of  an  engine  and  hook 
and  ladder  house  in  Ward  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caton,  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  48,  nays  0. 

THE    BACK-BAY   SCHOOLHOUSB. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  to  reconsider  the  orders 
whereby  the  Council  voted  to  borrow  forty  thousand 
dollars  for  the'erectiou  of  a  schoolhouse  on  the  Back 
Bay.  At  the  request  of  a  gentleman  who  is  absent 
he  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

PROPOSED  NEW    WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  offered  the  following  orders, 
and  at  his  suggestion  they  were  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Water: 

Ordered,  'J'hat  the  Water  Board  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  and  report  the  cost  of  sup- 
plying the  teriitory  bounded  by  Eliot  and  Tremont 
streets,  Tremont  row,  Sudbury,  Charlestown  and 
Commercial  streets,  Atlantic  avenue.  Broad,  Federal 
and  Kueeland  streets,  to  point  of  beginning,  with 
salt  water  on  the  Holly  system,  for  fire  and  sanitary 
purposes. 

Mr.  Jones  also  ofLered  the  following,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee: 

Whereas,  the  following  order  was  passed  by  the 
City  Council  June  19,  1873: 

"That  the  Water  Board  consider  the  expediency, 
and  report  the  cost,  of  building  five  reservoirs  at  the 
intersection  of  streets,  under  the  sidewalk,  to  contain 
about  two  thousand  gallons  each,  the  same  to  con- 
nect with  a  four-inch  pipe  from  the  street  main"; 

And  whereas  the  following  advantages  are  stated 
by  the  City  Engineer  in  response  to  a  request  from 
the  President  of  the Cochituate  Water  Board,  viz.: 

"1st,  of  allowing  the  concentration  of  a  number  of 
engines  at  one  point;  2d,  of  permitting  the  engines 
to  get  quickly  at  work,  provided  they  have  a  suf- 
ficient pressure  of  steam;  3d,  of  furnishing  a  supply 
to  any  engine,  whatever  may  be  its  size  of  couplings 
(this  is  of  importance  particularly  when  out-of-town 
engines  are  called  into  service);  4th.  of  being  more 
quickly  accessible  in  times  of  deep  snow  than 
hydrants  placed  in  the  street;  5th,  of  holding  a 
quantity  of  water  in  store  to  compensate  partially, 
at  least,  for  want  of  capacity  in  the  street  main  to 
deliver  an  adequate  supply,  while  it  is  true  that 
two  thousand  gallons  would  supply  an  engine 
under  full  steam,  for  four  or  five  minutes 
only;  yet  if -a  partial  supply  were  being  received  at 
the  time  the  engine  is  working  it  would  permit  the 
latter  to  run  uninterruptedly  at  its  greatest  velocity 
for  say  ten  or  twenty  minutes;  whereas,  in  using  a 
hydrant,  the  speed  of  the  engine,  and  consequently 
its  efficiency,  in  case  the  supply  is  not  adequate,  de- 
pends upon  the  rate  of  flow  from  the  hydraut,  this 
C(mditi()n  mighr,  be  of  considerable  importance 
when  a  large  number  of  engines  are  at  work  within 
a  limited  area  where  the  pipes  are  of  small  capacity." 

DORCHESTER    POLICE   STATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  report  and 
orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  Station  House 
■fijr  Eleventh  Police  District,  at  an  expense  of  $40,- 
«000.  and  for  a  loan  therefor,  were  taken  from  the 
table  and  the  orders  were  passed  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
49,  Diiys  0. 

A  NEW   ENGINE   HOtTSE. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  that 
department,  be  directed  to  erect  a  bell  tower  on  Hose 
House  No.  12,  located  on  the  corner  of  O  and  Fourth 
streets.  South  Boston,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 
The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

MASON   STREET   ENGINE   HOUSE. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  report  and  orders  authorizing  alterations  on 
building  formerly  occupied  by  Natural  History  Soci- 
ety, Mason  street,  to  accommodate  a  steam  tire  en- 
gine, horse  hose  carriage  and  men  and  horses  con- 
nected therewith,  at  an'estimatedcost  of  $15,000;  and 
for  a  loan  th(  refor.     Carried. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3 — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Com- 
piittee  on    Fire  Department   ought    to    have  located 


that  engine  in  a  different  locality.  In  driving  rapidly 
from  Mason  street,  four  times  out  of  five  an  engine 
will  capsize.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a  very  poor  locality 
for  either  an  engine  or  hose  carriage.  I  have  hoped 
that  they  would  find  some  better  locality  than  the  one 
adopted.  It  is  a  narrow  passage  way  and  nothing 
more  nor  less.  I  move  that  the  orders  be  indefleitely 
postponed. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— The  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, after  careful  investigation  of  the  subject, 
and  on  the  strength  of  a  petition  handed  in  from 
property  owners  on  Mason  street,  decided  to  locate  a 
steamer  there.  The  city  owns  that  building,  and  to 
occupy  it  with  an  engine  is  the  best  thing  the  city  can 
do  with  it.  An  engine  can  get  out  of  that  street  al- 
most as  well  as  out  of  any  other.  It  is  really  the  only 
available  lot  in  the  vicinity  of  Boylston  street,  and  is 
an  excellent  location  for  reaching  all  parts  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  withdraw  my  motion  to  Ib- 
deflnitely  postpone  and  move  the  recommitment  of 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  consider  it  an  unfortunate 
thing  that  the  subject  of  locating  an  engine  house 
conies  before  this  Council  at  any  time,  and  I  trust 
the  Council  will  very  soon  have  nothing  to  do  with 
locating  engine  houses.  This  is  a  very  important 
matter  at  this  time.  There  is  not  an  engine  located 
in  that  vicinity  and  an  effort  has  been  made  to  get  a 
place  for  one.  You  cannot  put  an  engine  house  in 
any  street  of  the  city  but  some  objection  will 
exist.  If  you  want  them  right  at  hand  in  a  thickly 
settled  part  of  the  city,  you  have  got  to  put  them 
into  locations  where  you  can't  run  very  fast  going  in 
and  out  of  the  house.  I  think  this  objection  would 
exist  in  any  part  of  the  city  where  it  Is  built  up  for 
business  purposes.  And  that  is  just  where  we  want 
an  engine  located.  I  see  no  objection  to  having 
such  matters  come  up  to  be  decided  by  discussion  in 
this  Council. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  still  hold  to  my  objection. 
I  will  cite  you  a  case  on  Salem  street,  that  of  Engine 
Eight.  Half  the  time  that  street  has  to  be  shovelled 
clear  after  a  storm,  that  the  engine  may  go  through  it. 

Now  if  this  is  so,  what  must  be  the  case  wi  h  Ma- 
son street?  My  idea  is  not  to  have  an  engine  go 
where  there  wUl  be  huge  snow  drifts,  as  in  Mason 
street. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14—1  don't  think  that  objec- 
tion holds  good.  Hardly  any  street  in  the  city  has 
so  many  hacks  and  livery  stables  in  it  as  Mason 
street,  and  hardly  any  street  would  be  trodden  down 
so  soon  as  that.  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  City 
Government  to  pass  that  order  before  the  summer 
vacation.  Look  at  the  Burnt  District.  It  is  nothing 
but  a  regular  carpenter  shop.  In  case  of  an  alarm  of 
fire  in  that  district  an  engine  in  Mason  street  could  be 
there  within  five  minutes. 

Mr. Wells's  motion  to  recommit  was  l08t,and  the  or- 
ders passed,  yeas  46,  nays  1. 

THE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library  he  taken  from  the 
table  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  The  reason  of  this  motion  is 
that  there  are  so  many  recommendations  which  the 
trustees  deem  neceesary  to  preserve  that  building 
from  fire,  and  in  order  that  the  committee  may  do 
what  is  necessary.    This  motion  was  made. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

REBUILDING  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  permits  to  build  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Washington  street,  between  Boylston  and 
Avery  streets,  within  the  limits  of  the  fire  of  May  ;iO, 
1873. 

Mr.  ''erkins — My  object  is  this.  On  July  17  the  Com- 
pion  Council  passed  an  order  asking  for  an  estimate 
of  the  widening  of  Fayette  court  and  extending  it  to 
Tremont  street.  If  that  order  had  not  been  obstructed 
we  should .  have  had  that  estimate,  a  gentleman 
having  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider,  but 
did  not  offer  it.  In  justice  to  the  owners  of  property 
something  should  be  done.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  Street  Commissioners  are  opposed  to  putting  that 
street  through.  If  it  is  to  be  put  through  it  can  be 
done  only  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. We  should  no  longer  compel  owners  of  prop- 
erty to  lose  money  by  not  allowing  them  to  build. 
One  owner  whom  I  know  of  has  a  lease  of  $20,000  a 
year,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5.  he  has  not  built.  It  is  the 
James  Parker  estate.  The  lease  has  been  signed. 
We  cannot  in  justice  do  injury  to  Mr.  Parker's  or 
any  other  estate.  I  don't  know  myself  whether  I 
favor  this  widening  of  Fayette  Court,  and  I  offer  this 
order  merely  to  elicit  discussion. 


COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7 — I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass  tonight.  The  member  from  Ward  5  had  tied  the 
matter  up  so  that  the  Street  Commissioners  could 
not  act.  I  understand  that  they  have  made  estimates 
of  the  expense  of  the  widening,  and  will  be  ready  to 
furnish  them  next  Monday  to  the  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Ward  6—1  have  no  desire  to  press 
that  order,  only  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  what  I 
think  is  a  wanton  disregard  of  the  interests  of 
citizens,  which  was  shown  by  a  member. 
It  could  have  been  settled  tonight  if  the  mem- 
ber had  not  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider 
which  he  hasn't  made.  At  the  rate  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  a  year  amounts  to  something,  and  this  is  what 
owners  of  property  are  losing  on  account  of  the  in- 
explicable action  of  some  one  on  the  other  side  of 
the  house. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

REOKGANIZATION  OF  THE  FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  presented  the  printed  report 
of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  reorganization 
of  the  Fire  Department,  (City  Doc.  97).  He  moved 
that  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  ordinance  read 
by  its  title. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  presented  a  minority  report 
from  the  sarae  committee  and  moved  that  both  lie  on 
the  table  until  the  minority  report  could  be  printed. 

The  motion  to  lay  both  reports  on  the  table  pre- 
vailed. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Fire  Department,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petitions  of  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  and  many  other 
citizens  and  taxpayers  of  Boston,  praying  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  independent  board  to  have  control 
and  management  of  the  Fire  Department,  after  a 
series  of  public  hearings  given  to  the  petitioners 
aforesaid,  as  well  as  to  the  remonstrants  against  the 
proposed  measure,  having  duly  considered  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  report  in  favor  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners,  and  submit  the 
following  statement  of  the  views  and  considerations 
upon  which  their  recommendation  of  the  measure  is 
based. 

Until  the  manner  of  building  of  American  cities 
shall  be  reformed  altogether,  we,  their  inhabitants, 
cannot  too  soon  realize  that  we  are  living,  not  in  a 
state  of  peace,  but  of  war,  declared  against  us,  for 
good  cause,  by  a  relentless  and  stubborn  enemy. 
There  is  no  safety  for  us  now  unless  our  troops  are 
kept  constantly  upon  a  war  footing  and  in  the  high- 
est state  of  efficiency.  This  no  person  in  his 
senses  will  attempt  to  deny,  and  it  is  the  question  of 
means  to  this  acknowledged  end  which  it  is  the  most 
important  duty  of  this  committee  to  consider.  Our 
■soldiers,  in  spite  of  their  undeniable  bravery,  have 
suffered  two  terrible  defeats.  The  consequence  for 
the  moment  is  greatly  increased  vigilance  at  all  out- 
posts, and  it  may  be  some  time  before  the  enemy 
again  advances  in  force;  but  when  he  does,  the  com- 
munity cannot  feel  confidence  th?t  similar  or  even 
more  disastrous  losses  may  not  occur.  For  we  cannot 
but  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  department 
with  the  old  hand  engines  was  a  better  protection  to 
Boston  of  the  past,  than  even  with  the  ass^istance  of 
Steam  and  electricity  it  is  now  to  Bostan  of  today. 
Our  busijiess  thoroughfares  become  daily  more  and 
more  crowded,  our  warehouses  rise  higher  and  high- 
er, and  combustible  material  for  a  conflagration  is 
heaped  together  with  the  increase  of  business  to  a 
tenfold  greater  degree  than  in  former  days.  The  in- 
troduction of  steam  has  only  partially  counteracted 
this  increased  liability,  for  although  vastly  greater 
volumes  of  water  can  be  now  thrown,  it  will  not  help 
us  so  long  as  the  problem  of  placing  a  little  where  it 
will  do  the  most  good  remains  unsolved.  This  was 
what  the  old  volunteer  department  certainly  did  bet- 
ter than  our  firemen  of  today  :f or  the  danger  of  entering 
burning  buildings  and  scaling  roofs  could  not  be 
compared  with  what  it  is  at  present.  We  would  re- 
fer on  this  point  to  the  testimony  of  ex-Alderman 
Fitch,  a  practical  fireman  of  the  old  school.  All  par- 
ties concur  in  acknowledging  that  most  important 
changes  and  improvements  are  imperatively  called 
for  in  the  department  before  its  efficiency  will  again 
merit  the  confidence  of  the  community;  the  differ- 
ence of  opinion  is  merely  upon  the  question  whether 
the  desired  reforms  can  be  effected  and  the  depart- 
ment brought  to  and  kept  in  a  state  of  excellence 
which  shall  enable  us  to  court  comparison  with  those 
of  other  cities  under  joint  committees  of  the  City 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Engineers,  or  whether  a 
permanent  commission  should  be  created  to  whom 
the  whole  authority  .'ind  responsibility  in  the  matter 
should  be  delegated. 

To  answer  this  question  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
quire to  what  extent  and  how  radically  the  present 
lorce  needs  reorganization.  It  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  at  the  present  moment  in    a   transition 


state.  That  the  men  individually  do  more  than 
ought  to  be  expected  of  them,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, no  one  can  deny.  But  that  system  seems  to  us 
an  unfortunate  compromise  between  a  regular  and 
volunteer  department,  and  gives  us  neither  the  drill, 
discipline  and  trained  professional  skill  of  the  one, 
nor  the  numbers,  enthusiasm  and  rivalry  of  the 
other.  Engineer*,  stokers  and  drivers  only  are  per- 
manently employed;  the  men  whose  duty  it  is  to 
fight  the  flames  at  close  quarters  still  leave  their  pri- 
vate vocations — the  support  of  their  lives — to  run  to 
fires,  as  of  old,  and  only  at  the  scene  of  action  are 
they  under  orders.  If  danger  is  anticipated,  as  it 
was  recently  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  the  chief-engi- 
neer can  only  his  request  soldiers  to  assemble  at  any 
given  point.  They  were  so  requested,  and  complied; 
but  it  was  evident  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Merritt 
that  an  order  would  have  been  resented  as  an  unau- 
thorized assumption,  which,  Indeed,  it  would  have 
been.  Then  what  little  discipline  might  be  establish- 
ed voluntarily  within  the  companies  is  rendered 
almost  impossible  by  the  fact  that  the  foremen  and 
assistants  are  still  nominated  by  the  companies,  and 
owe  their  positions  to  popularity. 

It  appeared  from  the  statement  of  the  last-named 
gentleman  that  there  are  or  have  been  volunteer 
drills  in  the  hook  and  ladder  companies,  but  the 
committee  have  heard  of  none  elsewhere,  and  there 
is  no  power  to  compel  them.  , 

Then  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  existing 
apparatus  is  not  properly  distributed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  greatest  amount  of  property.  This  may 
be  owing  to  the  recent  increase  of  the  city's  area  by 
annexation ;  but  there  would  seem  to  be  no  body  or 
official  ready  to  take  the  Immediate  responsibility  of 
ordering  the  necessary  change. 

The  committee  cannot  but  regard  the  present  sys- 
tem of  electing  the  chief  and  assistant  engineers  by 
the  City  Council  as  a  dilution  of  responsibility; 
which,  whenever  there  is  competition,  greatly  de- 
creases the  best  man's  chances  of  success.  And  the 
fact  that  these  officers  owe  their  position  to  election 
and  not  to  appointment,  greatly  enhances  the  diffi- 
culty of  a  removal  for  incompetency  or  misbehavior. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  see  why  the  chief  would  hesitate 
to  attempt  it,  except  in  a  case  so  glaring  or  outrage- 
ous as  to  render  him  certain  of  success;  for  if  he 
fails,  as  happened  a  year  or  two  since,  where  the 
committee  sustained  the  accused,  the  effect  must  be 
damaging-to  discipline  and  efficiency. 

The  request  of  the  petitioners  that  a  special  force 
be  organized  to  take  charge  of  the  streets  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  fire,  with  power  to  check  and  properly 
divert  travel  at  the  requisite  points,  appears  to  the 
committee  reasonable  and  good.  To  these  duties 
might  be  addeu  that  of  preceding  the  engines  on 
horseback,  if  necessary,  to  give  warning  of  their 
approach.  The  chances  are  that  the  fire  of  May  30th 
would  not  have  gained  the  mastery,  as  it  did,  but  for 
the  block  of  horse  cars  and  othervehicles  on  Tremont 
street,  which  impeded  the  engines.  The  police,  re- 
lived from  the  duty  of  keeping  the  lines,  could  then 
devote  themselves  to  their  legitimate  business  of 
preserving  order  and  preventing  theft. 

The  question  of  the  combination  of  lisht,  portable 
apparatus,  whether  chemical  or  manual,  with  the 
powerful  steamers,  is  one  which  has  received,  in 
other  cities,  greater  attention  than  with  us. 

In  like  manner  it  has  been  found  advantageous  in 
all  cities  in  which  the  force  is  kept  constantly  in 
hand,  to  dispense  with  the  public  alarms,  which 
serve  only  to  attract  the  curious,  and  announce  to 
the  criminal  classes  where  a  field  for  their  opera- 
tions may  be  found.  But  it  is  useless  for  the  com- 
mittee to  further  suggest  reforms  and  improvements. 
Whenever  all  traces  of  the  volunteer  system  shall 
have  disappeared,  and  we  have  in  its  place  a  small, 
but  paid,  drilled  and  disciplined  standing  atmy.  with 
appointed  officers,  under  a  competent  and  responsi- 
ble head,  those  whose  business  it  is  to  seek  and  de- 
vise means  for  increasing  its  efficiency  will  undoubt- 
edly continue  to  find  them. 

The  question  for  the  committee  is  whether  the  re- 
organization indicated,  which  shall  result,  as  one  of 
our  New  York  friends  prophesied,  in  the  production 
of  the  model  American  department,  can  be  hoped 
or  expected  under  the  existing  or  any  similar 
machinery,  or  whether  a  permanent  board  should  be 
appointed,  paid  to  make  it  the  business  of  their  jives 
and  held  to  a  corresponding  responsibility.  There 
would  seem  to  be  but  one  answer  to  this  question, 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  evils  resulting  from 
such  a  system  will  more  than  counterbalance  its  in- 
creased efficiency.  For,  until,  as  before  stated,  the 
manner  of  building  American  cities  shall  be  reformed 
altogether,  the  business  of  protecting  them  against 
fire  will  soon,  if  it  has  not  already,  come  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  profession  not  unworthy  of  the  best  tal- 
ent and  education  in  the  land 
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The  conviction  which  seems  to  have  .justly  enter- 
ed the  mind  of  the  public  is  that  the  business  of  run- 
ninar  the  Fire  Department  has  become  too  big  a  joh,  to 
use  the  common  expression,  to  be  longer  intrusted 
to  elective  boards,  and  changing,  unpaid  commitcees, 
and  they  demand  a  concentration  of  power  and 
responsibility  in  some  permanent  and  competent 
body  whom  they  may  hold  to  strict  account  for  short- 
comings and  deficiencies.  And  these  eight  thousand 
petitioners  asli  us  for  such  a  body  in  the  shape  of 
a  tire  commission  of  three  persons,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor. 

The  lesrimony  which  we  have  concerning  the  work- 
ing of  fire  commissions,  for  we  are  not  now  con- 
cerned about  others,  seems  to  be  almost  all  in  one 
direction.  The  regular  and  striking  diminution  of 
loss  by  fire  in  New  York  since  the  adoption  of  this 
system  speaks  volumes  in  its  favor.  T!ie  objections 
thus  far  urged  before  this  committee  have  heen  first, 
the  greater  opportuaities  for  corruption  which  a  per- 
maiient  commission  is  alleged  to  present;  and  second, 
the  increased  expenditure  which  it  would  call  for  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayer.  But  the  com- 
mittee cannot  admit  that  commissions  should  receive 
general  condemnation  because  certain  aristocratic 
thieves  in  our  sister  city  succeeded  in  perverting  one 
to  their  purposes,  any  more  than  that  horse  cars 
should  be  abolished  because  an  hurahler  class  of  pro- 
fessionals made  them  their  field  of  labors.  The  com- 
mittee would  liave  supposed,  on  the  contrary,  the 
system  of  electing  officers,  of  constantly  changing 
committees  of  an  unpaid  government,  and  of  diluted 
responsibility  in  general,  to  be  more  favorable  to 
dislionesty,  to  political  influence,  to  jobs,  audwhat 
are  called  rings,  than  would  be  a  permanent 
board,  whose  doings  would  be  at  all  times  sub- 
ject to  the  fierce  light  of  popular  criticism  by 
the  citizens  whose  property  they  were  paid  to 
protect.  If  we  have  escaped  corruption  under 
our  present  system,  the  committee  cannot  believe 
that  the  appointment  of  a  fire  board  is  about  to 
inaugurate  its  reign.  Next,  the  increased  expendi- 
ture." It  is  evident  That  increased  expenditures  are 
imperatively  called  for,  whether  under  a  commission 
or  the  present  system.  Unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  probabilities  are  that  they  will  be  greater  tinder 
the  first-named  regime  than  under  the  latter,  then  the 
increased  expenditure  amounts  ('nly  to  the  salaries 
of  the  board;  for  the  committee  would  certainly 
recommend  that  these  be  fixed  at  a  sum  which  would 
enable  us  to  command  the  services  of  education, 
talent  and  biisiness  capacity  of  the  first  order.  If  the 
result  ^hall  be  a  protection  of  property  and  a  restora- 
tion of  confidence  in  the  community  at  large,  will 
not  this  money  have  been  well  spent? 

But  let  us  follow  this  subject  of  increased  expend- 
iture a  little  farther.  If  tne  taxpayer  should  be 
called  on  to  pay  more  for  a  deparlmen'  which  does 
protect  his  property  than  for  one  which  does  not,  it 
may  be  supposed  that  he  would  not  complain.  Have, 
then,  the  departments  which  have  given  ..he  best 
protection  to  property,  cost  proportionally  more  than 
ours,  which  has  just  notoriously  failed?  Not  so;  the 
facts  show  the  contrary.  The  committee  would  cite 
a  few  figures,  taken  from  an  excellent  article  upon 
this  subject,  published  in  the  last  number  of  the 
North  American.  It  appears  that  the  expense  of  vi- 
cious fire  departments  in  American  cities  assessed 
per  capita  on  their  inhabitants  is  as  follows:  New 
York,  $1  02;  Philadelphia,  ,571/2;  St.  Louis,  .^OJi; 
Chicago,  $1  00;  Baltimore,  .57;  Cincinnati,  $127; 
Bostcm,  $1  54.  The  amount  of  losses  per  capita 
within  the  last  five  years,  exclusive  of  the  great  fires 
of  Chicago  and  Boston,  lias  been:  New  York,  $16  80; 
Philadelphia,  $16  17;  St.  Louis,  $1:3  26;  Chicago, 
$30  39;  Baltimore,  $6  62;  Cincinnati,  $16  56;  Bos- 
ton, $13  08. 

Of  these  cities  the  only  one  which  had  not  a  more 
permanent  government  of  the  department  than  that 
of  Boston  was  Cincinnati,  where,  it  will  be  observed, 
the  cost  per  capita  comes  nearest  to  that  of  our  own 
department,  while  the  losses  nearly  equal  those  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  So  far  from  assuming 
that  I  he  department  of  the  future  will  cost  more  to 
future  taxpayers  if  run  by  a  commission  than  under 
a  continuation  of  the  present  or  similar  machinery, 
the  committee  consider  that  reason  and  experience 
have  proved  the  contrary,  and  that  our  present  sys- 
tem has  proved  itself  of  all  others  the  most  costly 
and  not  the  most  efficient. 

The  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  on  to 
discuss  the  competency  or  qualifications  of  the  pres 
ent  Chief-Engineer,  or  to  criticise  the  management  of 
the  recent  fires.  They  would,  however,  remind  those 
loudest  in  censure  that  ihe  Chief  has  never  en.ioyed 
the  power  which  should  render  him  responsible  for 
the  efficiency  of  the  department.  Had  he,  in  past 
years,  been  vested  with  the  power  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  the  commission,  then  the  occurrence  of 


either  of  the  recent  fires  would  have  .iustified  a  de- 
maad  for  his  instant  resignation.  Whether  he  man- 
aged his  forces  well  or  ill,  it  is  evident  that  under 
any  management  they  were  insufficient,  and  he 
should  not  be  made  a  scape-goat  to  bear  the  faults 
of  the  system.  It  has  been  asked  by  those  who 
oppose  the  appointment  of  a  commission,  Why 
not  vest  the  whole  power  in  a  single  head, 
giving  autocratic  power  to  the  chief-engineer, 
and  hold  him  responsible?  Because,  in  the 
first  place  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect  any  one 
man  to  undertake.  The  general  in  command  of  an 
army,  although  absolute  in  the  field  and  responsible 
for  the  manner  of  its  use,  yet  is  not  responsible  for 
the  details  of  its  organization,  its  armament  and 
equipment;  that  is  the  business  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, acting  through  boards  and  commissions,  who 
give  their  whole  study  to  the  question  of  keeping  the 
machine  m  the  highest  state  of  efficiencv.  Because 
it  has  been  found  in  another  city  that  five  commis- 
sioners were  better  than  seven,  and  three  than  five, 
the  committee  can  by  no  means  agree  that  it  follows 
that  one  would  be  better  than  three,  and  that  that 
one  should  be  also  chief-engineer.  There  is  work 
enough  for  three  men.  In  the  New  York  depart- 
ment, each  commissioner  is  at  the  head  of  a  bureau, 
one  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  one  for  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  cause  of  fires,  one  in  relation  to 
the  storage  of  combustibles. 

It  has  been  asked.  Could  not  the  present  Board  of 
Engineers,  if  given  greater  powers,  accomplish  all 
that  could  be  expected  of  a  commission?  In  the  first 
place,  different  qualifications  are  or  should  be' re- 
quired of  an  engineer,  and  of  a  commissioner;  and, 
secondly,  the  body  is  too  large  to  properly  exercise 
the  supreme  authority,  and  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility which  the  public  require. 

The  committee  allow  the  full,  force  of  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  building  laws  which  should  give 
to  this  city  the  safety  of  those  on  the  continent  of 
Europe.  Could  we  pull  down  our  city  and  rebuild  it, 
with  the  fireproof  floors  of  Paris,  we  might  undoubt- 
edly diminish  the  expense  of  our  department  and  sell 
our  steamers  to  London;  but,  though  we  should  spare 
no  effort  in  this  direction  in  behalf  of  unbuilt  Boston, 
it  is  Boston  as  she  stands  today  that  we  are  called  on 
to  defend.  It  is  not,  however,  to  her  superior  con- 
struction alone  that  Paris  owns  her  immunity  from 
loss,  but  to  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  pro- 
tection of  her  fire-soldiers,  or.  pompieis,  is  dispersed 
throughout  the  city. 

Stations  are  very  numerous,  patrols  constant,  in  ev- 
ery theatre  and  public  ballroom  the  brass  helmet 
shines;  they  are,  in  short,  a  fire  police,  always  on  du- 
ty and  on  the  watch.  How  far  such  a  system  could 
be  introduced  or  adapted  to  our  community  is  exactly 
one  of  the  questions  to  which  the  commissioners 
would  undciubtedly  devote  all  the  necessary  study. 
The  principle  underlying  Mr.  Bird's  theory  of  a  fire 
department,  viz.,  portable  apparatus  within  instant 
reach  for  the  attack  upon  a  fire  in  its  inception,  is 
also  a  valuable  one.  The  placing  of  such  appa- 
ratus within  reach  of  citizens  as  well  as  firemen, 
with  inducements  and  instructions  for  its  use,  may 
be  an  experiment  well  worth  trying,  on  a  larger  or 
smaller  scale,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
missioners. The  advisability  of  legislation  upon 
this  point  might  well  deserve  their  consideration. 
Were  the  owners  of  all  buildings  stored  with  certain 
classes  of  combustibles  compelled  by  law  to  provide 
apparatus  on  each  fioor  for  instant  attack  on  the 
flames,  under  penalties  to  be  enforced  by  the  depart- 
ment, many  a  destructive  fire  would  be  avoided. 
With  a  Johnson  pump  and  a  bucket  Mr.  Burr  might 
have  dashed  out  the  conflagration  of  May  30,  even  in 
spite  of  the  oil  and  turpentine  which  so(  n  gave  it 
such  fearful  headway. 

The  committee  have  used  the  words  "standing 
army"  Intentionally,  because  no  others  so  well  ex- 
press; the  nature  of  the  organization  to  which  the 
defence  of  a  large  city  against  fire  should  be  intrust- 
ed. That  the  words  are  repugnant  to  our  form  of 
government,  and  that  our  citizens  look  with  distrust 
upon  officials  who  do  not  owe  their  positions  directly 
to  the  voice  of  the  people,  is  well  understood.  But 
the  war  taught. us  at  least  that  republican  govern- 
ment could  not  be  carried  into  an  army;  that  the 
town-meeting  principle,  though  admissible  for  the 
militia  in  time  of  peace,  would  never  produce  the 
fighting  machine  of  an  army  in  condition  to  face  the 
enemy.  Our  argument  in  favor  of  a  commission,  there- 
fore,is  based  upon  the  position  announced  at  the  begin- 
ning, viz.,  that  the  inhabitants  of  American  cities,  as 
now  constructed,  are  living  in  a  state  of  war  against 
an  enemy,  ready  to  take  instant  advantage  of  every 
weak  point  in  our  lines,  and  that  in  consequence  war 
powers  and  war  responsibilities  must  be  given  to  and 
imposed  upon  the  body  to  whom  are  intrusted  the 
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organization  and  management  of  our  troops.  To 
expect  suoh  powers  and  responsibliities  to  be 
properly  exercised  and  assumed  by  elective  boards 
and  unpaid  ctianging  committees,  wbose  members' 
time  is  claimed  by  half  a  dozen  others  in  addition  to 
the  private  business  by  which  they  live,  seems  con- 
trary to  all  reason  and  common  sense.  That  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  will  act  as  an  immediate 
remedy  for  all  the  faults  and  deficiencies  of  our  present 
system  ,we  do  not  claim.  Men  of  the  desired  abilities 
and  qualifications  may  noc  be  immediately  found.  But 
that  they  will  eventually  appear,  and  that  in  the  long 
run  this  system  is  the  only  one  which  will  insure  to 
Boston  of  the  future  a  protection  equal,  if  not  supe- 
,rlor,  to  that  enjoyed  by  her  sister  cities,  this  com- 
mittee is  so  convinced,  that  they  have  no  hesitation 
in  recommending  the  change  desired.  In  so  doing 
they  desire  to  recognize  and  acknowledge  all  the  zeal 
and  industry  which  the  existing  as  well  as  former 
committees  have  brought  to  a  task  which,  for  the 
reasons  above  stated,  this  committee  would  transfer 
to  a  permanent  board.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  City  Council,  in  deciding  to  try  the  experiment 
of  a  new  system,  parts  with  no  power  which  it  can- 
not resume  at  will  if,  after  a  fair  trial,  we  may  desire 
to  retrace  our  steps,  as  the  statute  already  provides 
that  all  powers  in  relation  to  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  the  Fire  Department  may  be  exer- 
cised either  by  the  City  Council  immediately,  or 
through  the  agency  of  any  persons  or  boards  to  whom 
the  same  may  be  delegated. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  views  the  com- 
mittee would  offer  the  following  recommendations 
and  suggestions  concerning  the  reorganization  of  the 
department  which  it  is  proposed  to  commit  and 
intrust  to  a  permanent  board  of  three  commission- 
ers, in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners: 

I.  Such  immediate  increase  oi  the  permanent  force 
of  the  department,  both  in  men  and  apparatus,  as 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  suffice 
for  the  present  protection  of  the  city. 

II.  The  establishment  and  maintenance,  through 
out  the  entire  command,  of  a  system  of  strict  mili- 
tary discipline  and  responsibility,  together  with  such 
instruction,  training  and  drill,  theoretical  as  well  as 
practical,  as  shall  bring  it  to  the  highest  state  of  effi- 
ciency, together  with  the  adoption  so  far  as  necessa- 
ry for  this  purpose  of  a  military  foim  of  organiza- 
tion. 

III.  The  division  of  the  city  into  fire  districts,  in 
each  of  which  an  assistant-engineer  or  other  officer 
should  reside,  held  to  a  knowledge  of  the  character 
of  all  buildings  and  their  contents  in  relation  to  the 
possible  origin  or  spread  of  fires,  such  engineer  or 
officer  to  have  command  in  such  district  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chief. 

IV.  The  establishment  of  a  fire  patrol  in  each  dis- 
trict by  detail  from  the  department,  who  shall  make 
daily  reports  of  their  tour  of  duty  to  the  engineer  or 
officer  in  charge,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  head- 
quarters. Such  patrol  to  be  empowered  to  make  all 
investigations  necessary  to  enable  them  to  report  all 
changes  in  use  of  buildings,  storage  of  merchandise, 
character  or  habits  of  occupants,  and  all  other  mat- 
ters which  mav  in  any  manner  bear  upon  the  danger 
of  origin  or  spread  of  fire  within  the  district.  Such 
a  system  would  sjive  those  in  command  constant  in- 
formation of  the  stale  of  the  lines  and  the  points  of 
danger  most  necessary  to  be  strongly  covered. 

V.  The  establishment  of  a  body  of  fire  police,  in 
accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the  streets  and 
keep  the  lines  at  fires.  If  it  shall  be  found  impracti- 
cable or  unadvisable  to  detail  this  body  from  the  reg- 
ular force,  we  recommend  its  appaintment  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  and  that  legislative  authority  therefor 
be  obtained,  if  necessary,  without  delay. 

VI.  The  amount  of  wafer  supply  necessary  and 
available  at  ditterent  points  should,  of  course,  re- 
ceive the  immediate  and  earnest  attention  of  the 
board.  Whether  all  hydrants  and  water  apparatus 
are  in  proper  order  for  instant  use  should  form  part 
of  the  daily  patrol  report  before  alluded  to,  together 
with  the  condition  of  the  fire  alarm  and  boxes. 

VII.  In  view  of  the  surprisingly  large  expendit- 
ures now  incurred  for  the  repair  of  engines  and  tire 
apparatus,  the  committee  would  suggest  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  city  repair  shop,  with  skilled  work- 
men in  regular  employ,  would,  in  the  long  run,  be 
found  to  be  a  measure  of  ec(>noiny,  as  has  been  shown 
in  the  case  of  railway  corporations. 

VIII.  The  committee  have  provided  in  the  ordi- 
nance that  a  report  containiut;  such  information  con 
cerning  fires  as  is  most  interesting  and  useful  to  the 
public  be  made  monthly,  instead  of  annually.  The 
facts  will  thus  be  known  before  the  interest  in  the 
matter  has  died  out,  and  the  lesson  which  they  in- 
culcate will  be  more  likely  to  be  remembered. 

The  committee  would,   therefore,  recommend  the 


passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance,  to  which 
they  would  call  attention  as  embodying  matters  of 
detail  necessarily  omitted  in  the  foregoing  report. 

Samuel  M.  Quinct. 

Alanson  Biselow. 

William  H.  West. 

George  A.  Shaw. 
'  George  P.  Denny. 

Charles  E   Powers. 
City  of  Boston. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
three. 

An  ordinance  to  establish  a  Fire  Department. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of    Boston   in  City  Council  assem- 
bled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  shall  consist  of  a  Board  of  three  fire  commis- 
sioners, a  chief-engineer,  and  such  number  of  assist- 
ant-engineers and  other  officers,  and  so  many  engine- 
men,  telegraph  operators,  and  other  members,  not 

exceeding    in    the  whole    number  men,   as  the 

said  commissioners  may  deem  necessary  to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  department. 

Sect.  2.  In  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year 
1873,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  the  Mayor  shall 
appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  and  confirmation  of 
the  City  Council,  three  persons,  who  shall  constitute 
said  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, and  who  shall  have  and  exercise  the  powers  and 
duties  hereinafter  designated,  One  member  of  said 
board  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  his  office  until  the 
first  Monday  of  May  in  the  year  one  thousand  eignt 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  one  until  the  first  Monday 
of  May  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  and  one  until  the  first  Monday  of  May  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six. 
In  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eisht 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  thereafterwards  annu- 
ally in  the  month  of  April,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  like  confirmation  and  approval,  one  person 
to  he  one  of  said  fire  commissioners  for  the  term  of 
three  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  the  following 
May.  Any  member  of  said  board  shall,  at  any  time, 
be  subject  to  removal  by  the  mayor  for  cause,  and 
all  vacancies  occurring  in" said  board,  from  any  cause, 
shall  be  tilled  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the 
original  appointments  are  herein  directed  to  be  made. 
No  meml)er  of  either  branch  of  the  City  Council 
shall  hold  the  office  of  fire  commissioner.  For  their 
services  the  fire  commissioners  shall  receive  such 
compensati(m,as  the  City  Council  may  from  time  to 
time  determine. 

Sect.  .3.  The  said  board  shall  organize  forthwith 
upon  the  first  appointment  of  its  members,  and  there- 
afterwards annually  on  the  first  Monday  of  May,  by 
the  choice  of  one  of  their  members  as  chairman. 
They  shall  also  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  not  be  a 
member  of  the  board;  and  they  shall  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  for  their  own  government  and 
for  the  government  of  all  other  officers  and  members 
of  the  Fire  Department,  including  the  fire-alarm  tele- 
graph, as  they  may  deem  expedient,  provided  that 
said  rules  and  regulations  shall  not  be  Inconsistent 
with  the  ordinances  of  the  city. 

Sect.  4.  The  duty  of  extinguishing  fires  and  prD- 
tecting  life  and  property  in  case  of  fire,  shall  within 
the  city  of  Boston  be  intrustev  to  the  said  Board  of 
Commissioners;  and  to  enable  them  to  perform 
that  duty  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  the  said  board 
is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  all  other  officers  and 
members  of  the  Fire  Department,  including  the  fire- 
alarm  telegraph,  and  fix  their  compensation;  to  dis- 
charge any  of  said  officers  or  members  at  any  time 
for  cause;  to  divide  the  city  into  fire  districts;  to 
organize  companies  and  battalions  to  work  the  ap- 
paratus; to  purchase  steam  engines,  extinguishers, 
hose  carriages,  hook  and  ladder  carriages,  and  all 
other  apparatus  and  supplies  necessary  for  the 
complete  equipment  of  the  said  department,  or 
couctucive  to  the  proper  performance  of  its  duties: 
provided,  however  that  the  expenditures  for  the 
purposes  herein  named  shall  not  exceed  in  the 
aggregate  the  sums  previously  appropriated  by  the 
City  Council  for  the  maintenance  of  said  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Sect.  5.  The  said  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
shall  annually,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, send  to  the  City  Auditor  an  estimate  in  detail 
of  the  appropriations  required  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Fire  Department  during  the  next  financial 
year.  All  bills  for  expenditures  from  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  Fire  Department  shall  be  drawn  for  by 
the  said  board,  examined  by  the  Auditor,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee  on  'Accounts,  before  they 
are  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 
Sect.  6.    The  said  board  shall,  on  or  before  the 
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tenth  day  of  each  month,  present  to  the  City  Council 
a  report  made  up  to  and  Including  the  last  day  of  the 
preceding  month,  containing  a  chronological  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  fires  in  such  month,  with  the 
causes  thereof,  a  general  description  of  the  property 
destroyed  or  injured  at  each  fire,  with  the  names  of 
the  owners  or  occupants  and  the  amount  of  insurance, 
if  any,  specifying  the  portion  of  the  force  and  appar- 
atus called  into  action  at  each  fire,  with  the  name  of 
the  officer  in  command;  also  a  statement  of  all 
fatal  or  serious  accidents  to  members  of  the  de- 
partment or  others  on  account  of  fires  or  alarms 
of  fire  during  the  month;  together  with  such 
other  information  or  suggestions  as  they  may 
deem  proper.  They  shall  also,  annually,  in  the 
month  of  May  or  June,  present  to  the  City 
Council  a  report  made  up  to  and  including  the 
thirtieth  day  of  the  preceding  April,  containing,  in 
addition  to  a  consolidated  sratement  of  the  facts  con- 
tained in  the  monthly  reports  of  the  preceding  year, 
a  list  of  the  causes  of  fire,  alphabetically  arranged,  a 
statement  of  the  income  and  expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  the  department  during  ihe  preceding  year,  a 
schedule  of  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  depart- 
ment, with  a  ttatement  as  to  its  condition  on  the 
date  of  the  report,  and  an  estimate  of  its  value,  also 
a  statement  of  the  number  and  location  of  the  fire- 
alarm  boxes;  together  with  such  other  information 
or  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Sect.  7.  The  Chief-Engineer  and  the  assistant  engi- 
neers appointed  by  the  Fire  Commissioners  as  here- 
inbefore provided,  shall  constitute  the  Board  of  En- 
gineers of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  shall  have  and  ex- 
ercise all  the  powers  conferred  upon  such  officers  by 
the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  and  by  the  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  the  manufacture,  storage  and 
sale  of  petroleum,  campdene  and  burning  fluids. 
And  they  shall  also  have  authority,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  to  inquire  for  and  ex- 
amine into  all  shops  and  other  places  where  shavings 
or  other  such  combustible  materials  are  collected 
or  deposited,  and  report  to  said  commissioners 
from  time  to  time  the  condition  in  this 
respect  of  the  district  to  which  they  are 
assigned;  and  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of 
said  commissioners,  the  same  may  endanger  the  se- 
curity of  the  city  from  fires,  they  shall  direct  the  ten- 
ant or  occupant  of  said  shops  or  other  places  to  re- 
move such  shaving  or  other  combustible  materials  ; 
and  in  case  of  such  tenant's  or  occupant's  neglect  or 
refusal  so  to  do,  they  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  re- 
moved at  the  expense  of  such  tenant  or  occupant, 
who  shall,  in  addition,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not 
less  than  five  or  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  such  ne- 
glect or  refusal  ;  and  any  person  who  shall  obstruct 
the  said  commissioners  or  engineers  or  any  of  them 
in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall 
also  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  fifty  dollars. 

Sect.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  members  of  the 
Police  Departmeut  to  aid  the  Fire  Department  by 
giving  alarms  in  case  of  fire  in  such  manner  as  the 
Fire  Commissioners  may  direct,  and  in  clearing  the 
streets  or  grounds  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
fire  so  that  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
shall  not  be  hindered  or  obstructed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties.  If  any  policeman  refuses  or 
neglects  to  give  an  alarm  as  directed  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  or  refuses  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  chief 
officer  in  command  at  a  fire,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty 
dollars. 

Sect.  9.  The  said  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
shall  make  suitable  regulations,  under  which  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  be  re- 
quired to  wear  any  appropriate  uniform  and  badge, 
by  which,  in  case  of  fire  and  at  other  times,  the  au- 
thority and  relations  of  such  officers  and  men  in  said 
department  may  be  known  as  the  exigency  of  their 
duties  may  require. 

Sect.  10.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Fire 
Department,  printed  in  the  revised  ordinances  adopt- 
ed the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1869,  and 
all  amendments  and  additions  thereto,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed^ said  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  as  herein 
desistnated. 

BEPOBT  ON  THE  CAUSE   OF   THE   TIRE  OF   MAY   30,  1873. 

This  committee  was  instructed,  by  an  order  passed 
June  20,  1873,  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  fire  of 
May  30.  As  these  words  are  generally  used  in  this 
connection,  an  investigation  into  the  cause  of  a  fire 
does  not  go  beyond  the  circumstances  of  its  origin. 
The  fact  that  a  previous  order,  which  failed  of  pas- 
sage, directed  an  investigation  into  the  "cause  and 
management"  of  the  fire,  would  seem  to  forbid  the 
.assumption  that  any  more  extended  meaning  was  in- 


tended in  this.instance.    The  committee  have  taken 
the  testimony  of  all  persons  who  seem  to  be  able  to 
throw  any  light  upon  the  origin  of  the  fire,  and  their  • 
evidence  will  be  found  hereto  annexed. 

It  appears  that  the  fire  originated  in  the  back  part 
of  the  room,  which  extended  through  the  whole 
depth  of  the  second  story  of  Messrs.  Haley,  Morse  & 
Co.'s  furniture  waiehouse.  The  front  part  of  that 
room  was  occupied  by  the  Freeman's  Bank,  tempora- 
rily; the  rear  was  used  as  a  show-room  and  filled 
with  furniture  standing  close,  and  in  some  cases  even 
piled  up.  This  furniture  it  was  the  duty  of  the  wit- 
ness, Mr.  Burr,  from  time  to  time,  to  clean  and  rub 
over  with  oil,  spirits  of  turpentine  and  shellac.  He 
was  at  his  work.  ral.her  in  a  hurry,  on  the  morning  of 
May  30.  He  commenced  at  the  rear,  and  as  he  went 
through  pushed  each  piece  of  furniture  back  towards 
the  wall  as  fast  as  his  work  thereon  was  completed. 
He  had  accomplished  a  good  portion  of  his  task, 
when,  thinking  he  saw  a  fight  in  his  rear,  he  turned 
round,  and,  to  use  his  own  words,  "About  twenty 
feet  from  where  I  was  there  was  a  light  flame  run- 
ning up  over  the  furniture."  He  instantly  shouted 
"Fire!"  and  ran  down  stairs  for  water. 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  George  E.  Eichards,  an  em- 
ploye of  the  bank,  who  was  in  the  room,  hearing  the 
shout  and  seeing  the  flames,  started  for  the  box  in 
Boylston  Market,  where  he  happened  to  find  a  fire- 
man, by  whom  the  alarm  was  promptly  pulled  in. 
The  witness,  C.  W.  Elton,  employed  up  stairs,  testi- 
fies to  hearing  the  bells,  as  he  thinks,  for  five  min- 
utes before  the  smoke  ga^-e  notice  to  those  upon  the 
fifth  floor  that  it  was  their  own  building  which  was 
on  fire,  and  as  he  escaped  he  met  firemen  at  the  door 
with  hose.  It  would  seem  then  that  the  alarm 
could  hardly  have  been  given  sooner,  and 
that  a  portion  of  the  department  responded 
with  great  promptitude.  But  they  found  the 
enemy  in  no  ordinary  force.  Cotton-cov- 
ered furniture,  with  woodwork  annointed  with  spir- 
its of  turpentine  not  yet  dry,  turpentine  spilled  more 
or  less  on  the  floor  and  its  vapor  in  the  air,  gauze 
mosquito  bars  hanging  from  woodon  posts,  open 
wells  and  elevators  through  the  building  insuring 
circulation  of  air  to  fan  the  flames, — it  seems  as 
though  all  possible  conditions  were  combined  to 
give  an  instant  and  irresistible  impetus  to  the  fire. 
The  prompt  arrival  of  reenforcements  might  have 
turned  the  battle  even  then,  but  though  not  in  evi- 
dence, it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  a  poition  of 
these,  during  precious  moments,  were  involved  in  a 
block  of  cars  and  other  vehicles  on  Tremont  street. 
The  manner  in  which  the  forces  were  used  when 
brought  into  action  the  committee  do  not,  for  rea- 
sons above  stated,  regard  as  subject  to  their  inves- 
tigation under  the  above  order. 

With  regard  to  the  actual  origin  of  the  spark  which 
fired  this  train  of  combustibles  there  are  two  theo- 
ries; one  that  of  spontaneous  combustion  among  a 
few  oiled  rags,  which  the  witness  admits  that  he  left 
in  the  room  a  few  days  previous,  and  which,  perhaps, 
still  remained  there;  and  the  other  that  of  a  match 
on  the  floer  ignited  by  moving  the  furniture.  The 
committee  are  inclined  to  regard  the  latter  theory  as 
the  more  probable.  Though  smoking  was  strictly 
prohibited  among  the  employes,  yet  it  is  evident  that 
a  match  dropped  by  a  customer  might  remain  for  a 
long  time  unobserved,  until  accidentally  struck  by 
the  caster  of  a  piece  of  furniture  at  the  moment  when 
everything  was  most  inflammable  and  ready  to  flash 
almost  like  a  train  of  powder.  Spontaneous  combus- 
tion of  rags  would,  as  the  witness  (Mr.  Haley)  sug- 
gests, have  been  preceded  by  smoke  pretty  sure  to 
have  been  perceived  by  persons  in  the  room,  nor  does 
it  appear  that  the  rags  if  present  were  in  a  quantity 
or  position  so  to  ignite.  Leaving  them  in  the  room 
was,  undoubtedly,  careless,  and  a  habit  of  so  doing 
would  be  highly  reprehensible;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  such  habit  existed,  and  the  committee  do 
not  think  it  probable  that  the  fire  resulted  from  this 
single  oversight.  If  the  committee  are  expected  to 
draw  any  conclusion  or  moral  from  the  result  of  their 
investigation,  it  is  simply  that  to  which  allusion  is 
made  in  the  report  on  the  subject  of  reorganization, 
viz.,  the  advisibility  of  compelling,  either  by  law  or 
through  the  insurance  companies,  the  occupants  of 
all  buildings  stored  with  combustible  merchandise  to 
provide  apparatus  upon  each  floor  for  an  instant  attack 
upon  the  flames  when  discovered.  From  the  experi- 
ments which  the  committee  have  seen  with  the  John- 
son pump,  it  would  seem  that  even  this  flre,  excep- 
tionally fierce  and  rapid  from  the  start,  might  have 
been  dashed  out  by  Mr.  Burr  had  thisapparatusbeen 
within  instant  reach.  The  gallant  and  distinguished 
fireman,  James  Braidwood,  lost  his  life  in  a  fire 
which  originated  in  a  neglect  of  similar  precautions 
which  he  himself  had  advised;  If  it  were  made  the 
duty  of  large  business  firms  not  merely  to  provide 
the  arms  but  to  instruct  and  practice  all  employes  in 
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their  use,  the  victories  of  the  fire  fiend,  as  the  report- 
ers phrase  it,  would  soon  become  greatly  diminished. 
For  the  committee, 

Samuel  M.  Quinct,  Chairman. 

Minority  Report.  It  would  be  an  easy  thing  for  the 
members  of  ihe  committee  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
ch.-iracter  and  number  of  the  petitioners  to  gj-ar.t  all 
that  is  asked,  and  thus  throw  upon  thepetidoners  the 
entire  responsibility. 

It  would  also  be  an  easy  thin'g  to  say,  "Let  us  get 
rid  of  this  most  difficult  subject  by  recommending 
the  appointment  of  commissioncis. 

The  care  of  the  safety  of  the  city  will  then  be  in 
their  hands,  and  whatever  errors  they  may  make  can- 
not be  charged  agaiusf  us  "  The  undersitrned  do  not 
think  such  action  the  discharg'^  of  their  duty. 

Petitions  are  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  committee  and  City  Council. 

The.v  do  not  justify  iietiect  or  careless  considisra- 
tion,  ni)r  can  they  justify  a  yielding  to  their  requests 
unless,  after  careful  consideration,  our  own  convic- 
tions demand  it.  The  petitioners  would  have  a  right 
to  say  to  the  Government,  '"It  is  true  that  we  asked 
what  you  have  granted,  but  that  was  without  investi- 
gation, and  we  asked  knowing  it  was  your  duty  to 
investii/ate,  we  took  the  usual  and  proper  course,  to 
bring  the  subject  before  you;  we  never  int^ndnd  to 
relieve  you  from  yciur  duty,  and  if  yon  failed  to  con- 
sider our  requests  and  to'  refuse  them  if  not  wise 
ones,  you  neglected  your  sw(U'n  obligations." 

While  we  know  that  the  thousands  who  signed  the 
petition  could  not  have  examined  the  details  em- 
braced in  it.  we  take  it  as  evidence,  if  any  were 
wanted,  of  the  deep  feeling  of  insecurity  and  appre- 
hensiim  of  danger  pervading  the  entire  community 

Perhaps  the  readiest  relief  from  their  fears,  would 
be  found  in  prompt,  radical  change. 

The  true  course,  however,  is  to  endeavor  from  the 
mass  of  information  accumulated,  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  permanent  security  of  the  city,  rather  than 
for  the  temporary  allayment  of  oreseut  fears.  These 
fears  have  h>id  since  tlie  great  fire  other  expressions 
than  the  petitions  in  question. 

At  one  time  the  crv  was,  that  the  Chief-Engineer 
did  nwt  have  power  enough,  and  the  Legislature  was 
called  upon  to  give  him  absolute  control  over  the 
destruction  of  buildings,  without  requiring  bim  to 
consult  wi'h  two  other  Hrewards,  thousih  the  lesson 
of  the  fire  taught  no  such  necessity,  and  the  result 
on  that  occasion  would  have  been  the  «ame  under 
either  plan,  as  the  Chief  authorized  all  that  was 
done.  Atiain,  the  Lesiislature  was  called  upon  to 
give  the  right  of  waj'  to  engines,  when  the  time  has 
never  been  known  when  every  citizen  did  not  get  out 
of  their  way  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Then  it  was  required  that  the  engine  houses  should 
be  built  by  the  Fire  Department,  as  if  the  mere  hands 
which  erected  buildings  would  have  an  effect  upon 
fires,  though  the  buildings  have  always  been  erected 
where  the  Fire  Department  required. 

The  same  claim  was  made  with  reference  to  toe 
fire-alarm  telegraph,  though  it  has  been  admirably 
managed. 

It  were  idle  to  enumerate  all  the  changes  suggested. 
Most  of  them  pointed  to  a  concentration  of  power 
and  responsibility  in  the  Chief-Ensirineer;  that  is,  to 
a  concentration  of  power  and  responsibility.  The 
present  petition  points  rather  to  a  division  of  power 
and  re.-Donsibility ;  it  proposes  to  add  three  persons 
to  attend  fires  and  control  the  management  of  them.. 
For,  having  the  power  to  remove  tne  Chief-Engineer, 
they  could  control  hi.?  action. 

This  is  certainly  a  "dilution"  of  responsibility,  if 
"dilution"  means  division;  and  thus  those  who  favor 
the  appointment  of  a  commission  with  full  power,  do 
so  believing  they  are  concentrating  power  into  one 
head,  as  is  done  in  military  affairs!  to  which  a  con- 
test with  fire  is  likened,  when  in  truth  they  are, divid- 
ing among  four  what  now  belongs  to  one. 

The  excuse  for  this  course  is,  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil "can  resume  at  will  its  power"  at  any  time,  if  the 
experiment  prove  a  failure. 

If  we  appoint  a  commission,  we  appoint  it  to  adopt 
certain  measures. 

The  majority  tell  us  the  things  they  want  done; 
they  desire  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  do  them. 

Will  the  commissi(mers  do  these  things?  We  don't 
know.  If  we  are  agreed  as  to  what  should  he  done, 
why  not  do  the  things  we  are  agreed  ought  to  be 
done?  and  then  we  shall  be  sure  they  are  done  and 
done  quickly  and  cheaply.  Why  put^  an  additional 
expense  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  upon  our  taxpayers,  when  by  a  little  extra  la- 
bor we  can  save  it  all  and  get  exactly  what  we 
are  agreed  we  want,  certainly  what  we  are  asked  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  do. 

If  we  "resume"   our  powers,  after  the  failure  of 


commissioners,  we  shall   then  have  the  duty  to  per- 
form we  ought  to  perform  now. 

In  one  of  the  Transcript  articles  on  the  "Garden  and 
Farm,"  is  found  the  following: 

"Two  boys.  John  and  Will,  were  employed  by  a 
gentleman  to  kee    the  paths  of  his  garden  weeded. 

John  contented  himtelf  with  taking  off  tae  top  of  the 
weeds.  He  soon  cried,  'I  have  cleared  my  path,'  and 
having  swept  away  the  leaves,  went  off  to  play. 

Will  was  much  longer  at  work,  for  he  stopped  to 
take  up  all  the  weeds  by  the  roots,  and  he  was  well 
tiled  when  he  went  home. 

But  the  rain  came  down  in  the  night  and  all  the 
next  day,  and  when  the  boys'  master  went,  a  few  days 
after,  to  look  at  the  two  paths,  John's  wanted  weed- 
ing as  much  as  at  first,  while  Willie's  was  clear, 
and  only  needed  a  few  turns  of  the  roller  to 
make  it  quite  neat.  So  John  went  back  to  do 
his  work  properly,  and  very  tired  he  wtmld  have 
been  had  notWill  good-naturedly  helped  him  to  finish 
his  task." 

Only  thoiough  work  is  worth  doing.  Faults 
only  half  uprooted  will  appear  again  and  again,  and 
we  shall  almost  despair  of  curing  them.  Will  you  re-' 
member  this?  We  think  it  better  to  pluck  from  the 
fire  department  all  weeds  by  the  roots,  and  do  all 
necessary  pruninj'  rather  than  devolve  that  duty  into 
unknown  hands,  who  may  do  it  or  may  not  do  it. 

As  importance  has  been  attached  to  the  numbers 
of  the  petitioners,  we  desire  in  addition  to  what  we 
have  already  said,  to  call  atteniiim  to  the  ease  with 
which  people  will  sign  petitions  circulated,  as  we  un- 
derstand these  were,  by  hired  canvassers,  without 
carefully  considering  their  contents,  and  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  subject. 

Even  Mr.  William  B.  Spooner,  one  of  our  citizens 
most  esteemed  for  his  intelligence  and  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  did  not  know  that  the  Fire  Department 
of  our  city  was  managed  by  a  Board  of  Engineers  of 
skill  and  experience,  and  doubtless  spoke  the  general 
belief  when  he  said,  in  answer  to  a  question  as  to  his 
impression  of  the  management  of  the  department,  "I 
suppose  there  is  a  committee  of  the  City  Government 
but  I  suppose  the  Chief-Engineer  has  the  control  dur- 
ing fires,  certainly." 

From  Mr.  Spooner's  testimony,  again: 

"Q. — Can  you  tell  us  if  a  board  of  three:  or  five 
commissicmers  should  be  selected  in  what  way  they 
could  govern  and  conlrol  the  Fire  Department  any 
better  than  a  strong  board  of  engineers? 

A.— i  should  think  that  would  be  a  commission, 
would  it  not? 

Q. — We  have  such  a  board  in  existence  now,  hare 
we  not? 

A.  —I  have  never  heard  much  of  them.  I  do  not 
know  how  that  is,  but  I  want  some  indepen- 
dent men  who  do  not  care  for  the  salary,  men 
who  have  an  interest  in  the  city,  men  of 
public  spirit,  men  of  independence  and  known 
character,  who  will  set  to  work  and  look  this 
matter  up,  and  think  it  out  and  say  what  ought  to  be 
done.  I  want  somebody  to  tell  me.  I  want  some- 
body whose  business  it  shall  be  to  look  the  matter 
up." 

We  cite  this  testimony  because  it  exoresses  in  the 
strongest  and  clearest  language  the  sentiment  that  f a- 
vorsjthe  appointment  of  a  commission.  And  what  then, 
is  the  story  of  the  petitioners?  It  is  this:  "We  'don't 
know  how  the  Fire  Department  is  managed,  we  have 
an  idea  that  it  is  managed  by  some  committee  of  the 
City  Government  which  is  ever  changing;  these  great 
fires  make  us  fear  that  all  is  not  right,  and  we  want 
somebody  to  tell  us  what  ought  to  be  done." 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  and  ex- 
presses the  real  sentiment  of  the  petitioners. 

They  do  not  want  a  "permanent"  commission,  a 
commission  "independent"  of  control,  responsible 
to  nobody.  Some  say  "they  want  some- 
body that  they  can  hold  responsible,"  and 
would  have  us  appoint  a  commission  so 
independent    as     to     be     responsible    to    nobody. 

What  do  they  mean  by  having  persons  whom  they 
can  hold  "responsible"?  They  do  not  intend  to  in- 
dict and  imprison  them  if  they  fair  to  put  out  fires. 
They  do  not  intend  to  turn  them  out  of  office,  be- 
cause they  are  to  hold  for  long  terms,  and  thus  be  in- 
dependent. They  mean  to  have  somebody  whom 
they  can  scold,  and  talk  about.  Have  they,  not  that 
already?  and  have  they  not  exercised  this  privilege? 
and  are  we  not  endeavoring  to  comply  with  their  de- 
mands, as  they  ought  to  be,  by, endeavoring  to  cure 
every  evil  we  can  discover  in  the  department?  The 
objections  to  a  commission  are — First,  it  is  unneces- 
sary. W^e  already  have  something  like  a  commission 
in  the  Board  of  Engineers.  Thev  have  such  full  con- 
trol of  the  department  that  the"  committee  on  the 
department  meets  but  once  a  month.  Second,  the 
expense  would  be  inordinate  for  the  duties  per- 
formed.      All  the  executive  duties  of  the  departr 
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merit  would  be  done  by  the  engineers,  leaving 
no  necessity  for  the  expense  of  a  commis- 
sion. Third,  the  commission,  if  independent, 
and  of  the  powers  asked  for  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  havina;  the  complete  control  of  live  hun- 
dred voters  and  all  their  influence,  would  be  a  politi- 
cal power  capable  of  controlling  almost  any  munic- 
ipal election  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  appointment  of  a  commission,  therefore,  would 
not  take  the  department  out  of  politics. 

Fourth,  such  a  commission,  independent,  having 
absolute  control  of  the  large  expenditures  of  the  de- 
partment, would  be  likely  to  become  corrupt,  and  we 
might  have  a  repetition  of  the  frauds  which  have  so 
recently  disgraced  New  York.  Whatever  may  be  said 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Fire  Department,  it  has  nev- 
er been  charged  with  corruption. 

It  has  been  a  favorite  method  of  reasoning  on  this 
subject  to  refer  to  the  Water  Board  and  the  Board  of 
Health,  as  examples  of  the  successful  working  of 
boards. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Water  Board  has 
always  been  composed  of  gentlemen  who  could 
not  be  hiivd  for  any  sum  the  city  would  pay,  and 
when  Mayor  Gaston  applied  to  a  gentleman  to  take 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Board  of  Healtli  he  replied, 
"If  the  office  were  without  pay  I  would  undertake 
it." 

As  to  the  present  Board  of  Health,  however  estima- 
ble the  gentlemen  may  be,  and  we  hold  them  in  much 
esteem,  it  is  a  question  whether  they  have  done  any- 
thing that  would  not  have  been  done  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  except  the  seizing  for  their  purposes  of 
the  Eoxbury  Almshouse  and  taking  patients  from 
the  other  hospitals  to  place  in  it. 

They  were  appointed  at  a  time  when,  owing  to  the 
immense  amount  of  vaccination  that  had  been  done 
by  (direction  of)  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  disease 
was  diminishing. 

The  new  board  continued  the  same  policy  and  the 
disease  abated,  and  well  it  might,  as  the  whole  com- 
munity became  protected  by  vaccination.  The  citi- 
zens will  find  when  the  account  is  rendered  by  the 
new  Board  of  Health  such  an  exceedingly  expensive 
method  of  dealing  with  that  department  that  they 
cannot  aft'ord  to  have  all  our  departments  managed 
in  the  same  way. 

If  a  commission  was  to  be  established  for  anything, 
it  would  be  better  far  to  apply  it  to  the  Department 
of  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — a  depart- 
ment not  calling  for  the  expenditure  of  half  a  million 
of  money  nor  giving  control  over  half  a  thousand 
voters,  but  requirina:  constant  supervision,  a  duty 
that  commissioners  could  personally  discharge. 

This  would  be  striking  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  and 
should  meet  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  say,  "Until  the  manner  of  building  Amer- 
ican cities  shall  be  reformed  altogether,  we  their  in- 
habitants cannot  too  soon  realize  that  we  are  living 
not  in  a  state  of  peace,  but  of  war  declared  against 
us  for  good  cause  by  a  relentless  and  stubborn  ene- 
my." In  view  of  their  danger,  however,  the  under- 
signed deprecate  the  insidious  inroads  of  permanent 
corpmissioners  for  the  discharge  of  any  of  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  City  Council. 

Recurring  to  the  present  method  of  electing  the 
Chief-Engineer. 

We  would,  agreeing  with  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  instead  of  devolving  the  duty 
upon  a  commission,  apply  a  direct  remedy  and  pro- 
vide that  he  .be  nominated  by  the  Mayor  and  con- 
firmed by  the  City  Council.  This  is  also  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  the  learned  com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  great  fire.  The  Chief-Engineer  is  purely 
an  executive  officer,  and  the  chief  executor  of  the 
city  ought  to  take  the  responsibility  of  his  nomina- 
tion, and  if  he  finds  a  superior  candidate  the  City 
Council  would  readily  supply  the  required  salary. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  great  fire,  the  cit- 
izens involuntarily  turned  to  their  excellent  Mayor 
for  relief,  though  he  had  no  legal  authority  to  act, 
and  though  he  had  no  part  in  the  appointment  of 
the  executive  (officer  of  the)  department,  who  aloue 
had  authority  to  act. 

This  would  be  a  concentration  of  responsibility, 
and  in  accordance  with  our  system  of  government, 
national.  State  and  municipal. 

There  has  never  been,  to  our  knowledge,  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  manner  of  electing  the  assistant- 
engineer,  and  no  fault  has  been  found  with  them  as 
persons  of  skill  in  the  department,  or  as  persons  of 
respectability  and  substance.  Besides,  permitting 
them  to  be  chosen  as  at  present  would  avoid  placing 
the  political  power  resulting  from  the  direct  control 
of  so  many  men  ;n  the  hands  of  one  person,  and 
those  now  living  in  separate  districts  are  best  known 
to  the  members  of  the  Government  from  their  dis- 
tricts. 


Another  objection  to  the  present  system  is  that  the 
members  of  the  companies  choose  their  foremen, 
which  is  claimed  to  be  injurious  to  discipline. 

Though  not  much  fault  has  been  found  with  the 
discipline  of  the  department,  they  always  responding 
to  every  call  with  an  alacrity  and  zeal,  which  called 
from  the  commissioners  to  examine  into  the  great 
fire,  great  praise: 

He  woiuld  change  this,  and  provide  that  all  the  offi- 
cers and  members  of  the  companies  be  nominated  by 
the  Board  of  Engineers  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  be  appointed  by  said  board. 

We  now  come  to  another  change  which  we  recom- 
mend. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  say,  "The  differ- 
ence of  opinion  is  merely  upon  the  question  whether 
the  desired  reform  can  be  effected  and  the  depart- 
ment brought  to,  and  kept  in,  a  state  of  excellence 
which  will  enable  us  to  court  comparison  with  those 
of  other  cities,  under  joint  committees  of  the  City 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Engineers,  or  whether  a 
permanent  commission  should  be  created  to  whom 
the  whole  authority  and  responsibility  in  the  matter 
should  be  delegated."  The  committee  doubtless  had 
in  mind  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Avery  Plumer,  who, 
after  stating  that  he  had  been  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Fire  Department,  said,  "I  had  some  six 
months'  experience  there,  sir,  and  I  came  to  the  con- 
viction at  that  time,  and  subsequent  developments 
from  time  to  time  have  only  tended  to  strength- 
en that  conviction,  that  the  Fire  Department' 
should  be  placod  in  the  hands  of  an  individual 
or  commission,  or,  at  least,  that  the  joint  committee 
should  be  abolished,  and  it  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  for  the  reason  that 
you  would  thereby  narrow  the  responsibility,  and 
the  work  would  be  more  efficiently  performed  and 
with  much  less  expense  in  my  judgment  than  by  the 
large  board  which  now  manages  the  department.  I 
think  that  must  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman." 
Here  is  a  gentleman  called  to  testify  in  favor  of  a 
commission,  and  having  been  chairman  of  the  Fire 
Committee,  he  knows  more  about  it  than  all  the  rest; 
and  his  complaint  is  of  the  joint  committee,  and  he 
says  that  the  purpose  would  be  subserved  by  the  de- 
partment being  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  undersigned  recommend  the  abolishment  of 
the  joint  standing  committee  and  the  placing  of  the 
department  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. .  They  are  satisfied  that  a  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  be  more  ef- 
ficient as  a  general  thing  than  any  hired 
commissioner.  For  instance,  no  member  of  the 
present  Board  of  Aldermen  could  be  hired  for 
any  service  which  would  take  his  whole  time  for  any 
sum  the  city  would  pay  or  ought  to  pay.  They  are 
larger  men  than  can  be  obtained  for  pay.  But  it  is 
said  they  have  not  time  to  attend  to  it.  The  reply 
is,  that  almost  without  exception  they  attend  to  their 
duties  with  singular  zeal  and  fidelity.  The  public 
demands,  and  generally  obtains,  a  high  class  of  men 
for  Aldermen;  and  then  demands  and  secures  their 
best  services  in  preference  to  their  attention  to  their 
private  affairs.  A  majority  of  the  Aldermen  of  this 
committee  are  gentlemen  of  leisure,  and  not  only 
have  time  to  attend  to  their  duties,  haX  do  attend  to  . 
them  with  fidelity.  It  is  true  that  commissioners 
might  show  the  same  energy  for  a  short 
time,  as  a  new  brown  sweeps  clean,  but 
commissioners  afterwards  show  little  zeal  except 
to  protect  themselves,  and  keep  themselves  in  office. 
They  are  not  looked  after  as  other  public  servants 
are,  and  become  obstinate  and  inditferent  to  the  pub- 
lic wants.  A  notable  instance  of  this  has  lately 
occurred.  With  regard  to  the  filling  of  the  South 
Boston  flats,  the  only  important  thing  they  have  had 
to  deal  with  for  years,  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
were  not  even  called  together  to  meet  the  committee 
of  the  city,  one  of  their  number  being  intrusted  with 
the  management  of  the  whole  matter. 

The  consequence  is  an  immense  expenditure  of 
money  and  retarding  the  occupation  of  the  great  bulk 
of  the  flats  for  many  years. 

The  one  intrusted  with  the  business  actually  ob- 
jects to  the  city's  making  improvements  that  would 
advance  the  value  of  and  expedite  the  occupancy  of 
the  flats. 

Another  notorious  instance  is  that  the  Board  of  State 
Charities,  because  it  brought  money  through  their 
hands,  prevented  for  a  long  time  and  fought  gallantly 
to  the  last  against  the  repeal  of  the  act  levying  head 
money  on  immigrants.  It  was,  however,  at  last,  by  a 
close  vote,  repealed,  and  immediately  additional 
steamships  steamed  into  our  harbor.  But  the  majori- 
ty say,  if  the  commission  is  a  failure  we  can  resume 
our  powers.  This  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  Give 
three  commissioners  the  appointment  and  control  of 
five  hundred  men,  and  the  expenditure  of  five  hun- 
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dred  thousand  dollars,  and  it  would  be  found  that  the 
power  was  too  great  to  be  resumed.  It  would  be  the 
importation  from  our  sister  city  of  an  institution 
which  has  been  the  cause  of  all  her  evils,  and  which 
WG  don't  like  to  copy.  As  an  illustration  of  the  po- 
litical effects  of  commissions,  we  call  attention  to 
the  followina:  article  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser: 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  24.  The  local  political 
campaiifn  this  fall  promises  to  be  interesting  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reported  determination  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  to  prevent  the  reelection  of  every 
member  of  the  House  of  Delegates  wbo  aided  last 
eprmg  in  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Sbepherd,  brother  of  the 
vice-president  -of  the  board,  for  tiie  position  of 
Speaker  of  the  present  House.  Two  districts  are  al- 
ready in  open  revolt  against  this  movement,  and  in 
one  the  board  is  sttpportiug  one  of  their  earliest  and 
most  percistent  opponents  in  order  to  defeat  the  re- 
election of  the  present  delegate.  In  the  eastern  part 
of  the  city  much  dissatisfaction  exists  because  the 
markethouse,  practically  completed  for  live  months, 
Is  not  yet  opened,  the  delay  compelling  all  business 
to  be  done  at  the  bouse  of  the  Central  Market  Com- 
pany, in  which  Vice-President  Shepherd  is  a  large 
stockholder.  The  expediency  of  an  extra  session  of 
the  Legislature  is  now  being  discussed,  in  order  that 
the  lately-revised  code  of  statutes  of  the  District  may 
have  its  second  formal  reading,  a  proceeding  which 
will  occupy  nearly  a  week." 

We  have  heard  some  persons  say  all  the  business 
of  Boston  should  be  done  by  commissioners.  Let  us 
suppose  that  to  be  the  case,  and  where  would  we 
land?  Instead  of  the  people  having  the  power 
in  their  own  hands,  instead  of  tlieir  meeting 
when  not  satisfied  with  the  management  of 
municipal  affairs  and  appointing  a  citizen's  commit- 
tee irrespective  of  political  ties,  and  choosing  the 
men  they  can  trust  witb  all  their  interests,  we  say 
instead  of  thus  having  the  management  of  their  own 
affairs,  they  would  find  the  Fire  Commission  with  its 
five  hundred  voters  and  five  hundred  thousand  dol 
lars;  the  Board  of  Health  if  intrusted  with  all  the 
power  of  the  department  witb  four  hundred  men  and 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  Paving  Coio- 
missioners  with  five  hundred  men  and  a  million  of 
money,  the  Public  Commissioners  with  six  hundred 
men,  the  public  buildings  and  other  departments, 
with  their  immense  expendiiures,  to  contend  with, 
and  the  Citizens'  Committee  and  citizens  themselves 
would  find  ifiemselves  utterly  powerless  to  correct 
abuses. 

If  the  attempt  were  made,  they  would  find  these 
commissioners  taking  alarm  and  combining  together, 
and  with  the  immense  patrouage  in  their  hands,  ab- 
soiutelv  irrisistible,  and  only  to  be  .  vercome  by  a 
convulsion  similar  to  the  ime  in  New  "iork  which  so 
recently  startled  the  whole  country. 

Tnid  is.  no  fancy  sketch.  It  Is  what 
has  always  been  done  and  is  now  being 
in  Washington,  and  is  the  natural  result  of  such  a 
8y.-.tem. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  notwithstanding  the 
discovery  of  the  immense  frauds  in  New  Vfoik,  no 
one  has  been  convicted  of  any  offeiicr,  and  it  is  yet 
undecided  who  will  be  the  victors  in  ibe  end. 

Our  city,  thus  far.  has  boni'i  an  unblemislied  char- 
acter, and  her  credit  has  commanded  money  at  the 
lowest  rales  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlaniic.  This  has 
been  because  her  le^irned  men,  her  merchant  princes, 
and  her  humblest  citizens,  were  left  b.v  the  charter 
written  by  the  late  Chief-Justice  Shaw  untrammelled 
in  the  mana-ieinent  of  our  municipal  affairs.  If  the 
management  was  too  lavish  they  mei  in  council  and 
changed  their  public  servants,  and  if  too  parsi  moni- 
0U8  (.for  these  two  otiences  have  been  the  onl.v  cr.mes 
ciiarged  down  to  this  day),  the  s^me  fate  awaited 
them.  Let  us  not  change  our  policy  in  thi~  respect, 
but  leave  the  same  power  in  tlie  hands  of  the  people 
tht^y  had  when  we  were  sent  here. 

The  rumor  that  the  commissioi  ers  or  some  of  them, 
are  already  selected,  and  that  the  peiitions  were  cir- 
culated by  hired  einplojes,  in  the  interest  of  the 
would-be  commissioners,  also  cauticms  ns  not  to  be 
too  hasty  in  creating  so  unnecessary  a  political 
power. 

As  a  part  of  their  political  design,  we  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  up  to  the  l'.ith  of  June  last, 
the  law  provided  that  the  "appointment  of  engine 
men,  hose  men.  and  hook  and  ladder  men  shall  be 
made  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  exclusively."  All 
other  powt-rs  could  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  said 
City  (roveinment  "in  any  manner  which  they  may 
prescribe,  and  through  the  agency  of  any  persons,  or 
any  board  or  boards  to  whom  they  may  delegate  the 
same." 

Now  the  persons  managing  this  great  change,  not 
content  when  it  should  be  successful,  that  the  com- 
missioners should  appoint  the  chief  and  assistant  en- 
gineers    and    expend     half    a     million    of    money 


annually,  and  receive  large  salaries  for  doing 
so,  but  anxious  for  the  political  power  the  control  of 
many  men  would  give  them,  got  the  law  first  above 
quoted  amended  by  an  act  finally  approved  June  12, 
1873,  by  adding  after  the  word  "  exclusively,"  these 
words:  "  Unless  the  said  City  Council  shall  by  ordi- 
nance otherwise  provide  for  their  appointment,"  and 
the  ma.iority  repoit  does  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment by  the  commissioners. 

The  proviso  was  an  important  one.  It  prevented  so 
large  a  political  power  from  getting  into  the  hands  of 
any  board  or  boards.  The  amendment  which  abolished 
it  was  not  asked  for  by  the  city.  Its  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs  knew  nothing  about  it,  except 
the  chairman,  and  he  does  not  know  who  proposed 
it,  but  thinking  it  unimportant,  did  not  acquaint  the 
committee  with  it.  It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the 
amendment  was  the  result  of  careful  study  and  cun- 
ning design.  Eventhe  majorityof  the  committee  do  not 
expect  to  reap  any  immediate  benefit  from  the  course 
they  recommend;  for  they  say,  "That  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  will  act  as  an  immediate  remedy  for 
all  the  faults  and  deficiencies  of  our  present  system, 
we  do  not  claim.  Men  of  the  desired  abilities  and 
qualifications  may  not  be  immediately  found." 

Our  belief  is  that  what  of  good  a  commission  could 
do,  would  be  in  the  early  stages  of  its  existence,  and 
all  after  that  would  be  of  evil,  and  if  there  is  no  im- 
mediate benefit,  then  there  would  be  none  whatever. 

The  comparison  between  car  conductors  and  com- 
missioners is  a  good  one,  as  illustrating  that  in  all 
walks  of  life  we  cannot  resist  too  strong  tempta- 
tions. 

We  also  agree  with  the  opinion  contained  in  the 
above  quotation  that  suceefis  depends  upon  the  men 
employed  and  not  upon  the  name  of  the  office  they 
hold. 

The  successful  contest  with  fire  depends  upon  the- 
Chief -Engineer  and  his  assistants. 

The  efficiency  of  the  London  Fire  Brigade  is  due- 
to  its  chief  officer.  Eyre  M.  Shaw.  No  diluted  com- 
mission could  make  gOod  his  place. 

The  Chicago  Fire  Department  had  been  managed 
by  a  commission  for  five  years  prior  to  Chicago's 
great  tire.  We  might  then  have  said  "down  with 
commissiims  and  submit  to  the  control  of  a  depart- 
ment of  firemen  like  ours." 

Then  came  our  own  great  fire,  and  it  proved  that  a 
mere  system  of  government  does  not  give  safety  or 
efficiency. 

We  have  now  one  Babcock  engine  and  one  Extin- 
guisher wagon.  The  value  of  these  small  engines 
in  the  early  stages  of  fires  is  conceded.  T'hat  being 
so,  it  is  idle  to  expect  them  to  do  much  good  when 
confined  to  so  few  a  number  of  vehicles.  They  can 
be  rarely  at  fires  as  early  as  the  more  numerous  large 
steam  engines,  and  to  have  a  great  number  of  ex- 
tinguisher wagons  would  increase  the  expense  of  the 
department  beyond  enaurance.  We  therefore,  re 
commend,  that  small  hand  engines,  or  Johnson 
pumps,  and  suitable  buckets  be  carried  on  each  en- 
gine, hose  carriage,  and  hook  and  ladder  carriage, 
and  that  a  certain  number  of  such  pumps  be  placed 
in  each  police  station,  and  that  one  or  more  police- 
men with  hand  engines  at  each  alarm  start  for  the 
fire  from  the  police  station  nearest  the  firs. 

We  also  recommend  that  hose,  similar  to  those  on 
the  stand  pipe  in  the  City  Hall,  with  couplings  fitting 
on  hydr;nits,  and  with  stop  valves  on  the  nozzles,  be 
placed  in  each  police  station,  and  that  one  or  more, 
policemen  proceed  with  the  same  to  each  fire,  from, 
the  station  nearest  the  fire.  We  also  recommend 
that  hose,  similar  to  those  on  the  stand  pipe  in  the 
City  Hall,  in  addition  to  the  heavier  ones,  be  carried 
on  each  hose  carriaue,  so  that  it  can  be  easily  carried 
into  buililiiii^s  by  a  few  men. 

The  adoption  of  these  recommendations  will  be  a 
great  stride  towards  the  preventive  system  which 
Mr.  Bird  proves  to  be  the  best  one,  and  which  can,  as 
it  proves  efficient,  be  more  generally  adopted. 

These  small  engines  will  not  only  prevent  many 
conflagrations,  but  will  also  prevent  much  damage 
from  water.  At  present  an  immense  amount  of  dam- 
age is  caused  by  the  great  and  useless  quantity  of 
water  used  to  put  out  little  fires.  While  the  memory 
of  the  threat  fire  is  fresh  upon  us,  wc  are  apt  to  thing 
only  of  deluges  of  water;  but,  to  be  prepared  to  stop 
a  small  tire  only  by  a  great  engine  and  a  great  amount 
of  water,  is  to  make  it  certain  that  a  small  fire 
shall  always  do  a  large  amount  of  damage,  and 
in  the  long  run  our  insurance  companies  8ufi"er 
enormously  from  this  cause,  even  if  we  leave  out  the 
great  fires  that  would  be  stayed  by  the  prompt  use  of 
small  engines. 

Eyre  M.  Shaw,  chief  officer  of  the  London  Fire 
Brigade,  in  his  report  for  1870  says,  "The  quantity  of 
water  used  for  extinguishing  fires  in  the  metropolis 
during  the  year  has  been  ll,lfil,446  gallons;  in  round 
numbers  a  little  more  than  eleven  millions  of  gal- 
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Ions,  or  about  50,000  tons,  a  most  insignificant  quan- 
tity for  ttie  woik  done. 

Tliis  may  have  been  an  exceptional  year,  and  con- 
sequently it  may  not  be  well  to  base  any  definite 
conclusions  on  the  matter. 

But  in  a  professional  point  of  view  the  fact  referred 
to  is  especially  worthy  of  being  recorded,  as  evidence 
of  the  extreme  care  used  by  the  brigade  to  reduce  the 
unavoidable  item  of  damage  by  water  to  the  lowest 
possible  point  consistent  with  the  certainty  of  extin- 
guishing fires.  Assuming  the  annual  supply  of  the 
metropolis  to  be  thirty-four  thousand  million  gallons, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  quantity  used  for  fires 
during  the  year  has  been  less  than  one  gallon  for  ev- 
ery three  thousand  supplied.  Even  in  the  heaviest 
years  the  water  required  for  extinguishing  fires  bears 
a  very  small  proportion  to  the  total  quantity;  the 
really  important  object  is  to  obtain  it  with  quickness 
and  certainty,  which  can  be  effected  only  by  means  of 
a  constant  high-pressure  service  " 

The  last  clause  quoted  contains  the  whole  wisdom 
in  a  nutshell. 

We  mvst  now  adopt  the  best  appliances  we  can  to 
obtain  this  result,  namely,  to  place  water  on  fire  with 
"^quickness  and  certainty." 

In  our  city  water  can  be  obtained  at  all  times,  and 
hand  engines  in  skilful  hands  sufliciently  numerous 
to  be  early  at  fires,  and  a  supply  of  hose  of  a  size  easi- 
ly carried  and  handled,  will  probably  best  attain 
that  end  with  ovir  present  water  supply. 

But  we  should  never  forget  the  last  words  we  have 
quoted,  namely,  that  this  result  "can  be  efllected  only 
by  means  of  a  constant  high-pressure  service." 

This  great  remedy  is  so  complete  in  the  hands  of  an 
efficient  force,  with  easily-handled  hose,  that  we  de- 
sire to  enforce  it  by  quoting  another  sentence  from 
the  same  report:  "I  presume  that  Loudon  will  not 
submit  much  longer  to  the  inconveniences  and  risks 
of-  intermittent  water  supply,  and  I  confidently  antic- 
ipate, that,  when  constant  high-pressure  services  have 
been  established  all  over  the  metropolis,  the  quantity 
of  water  used  in  extinguishing  fires  will  be  still  fur- 
ther reduced,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  in 
many  cases  a  single  gallon  at  an  early  stage  is  more 
effective  than  a  million  gallons  half  an  hour  later.  " 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  Fire  Department 
of  Montreal  consist  of  a  few  hose  carriages  and  a 
few  men,  the  high  service  being  sufficient  to  carry 
the  water  wherever  wanted;  also  that  in  our  sister 
city  of  Providence  the  engines  are  rarely  used. 
They  are  taken  to  the  fire,  it  is  true,  but  usually  are 
returned  without  being  used,  the  pressure  from  the 
hydrants  being  sufficient.  We  have  heard  that  in  one 
instance  twenty-four  streams  were  thrown  at  the 
same  time  over  five-story  buildings. 

The  Water  Department  is  already  in  a  board,  and 
we  recommend  that  high  service  be  secured  for  every 
part  of  the  city;  when  the  expense  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment will  be  greatly  reduced  and  its  efficiency 
greatly  increased,  and  the  losses  by  water  lessened. 

The  committee,  having  decided  by  a  large  majority 
in  favor  of  a  commission,  determined  that  it  was  un- 
necessary to  avail  themselves  of  the  i)rivilege  given 
by  the  City  Council  to  visit  other  cities  in  quest  of 
information. 

The  undersigned,  however,  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  sutiject  submitted  to  them  and  anx- 
ious to  obtain  all  the  information  necessary  without 
saddling  the  city  with  the  greaetr  burden  of  a  com- 
mission, sought  for  it  elsewhere.  Their  investiga- 
tions were  rewarded  when  they  had  examined  ''Bird- 
sill  Holly's  system  of  water  supply  and  fire  protec- 
tion." 

This  they  found  in  operation  in  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
in  the  works  of  the  Holly  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  spent  much  time  in  studying  the  system,  its 
mechanism  and  mode  of  operation.  The  peculiarity 
of  the  system  is  that  the  engine  pumps  directly  into 
the  mains,  without  the  necessity  for  a  reservoir  or 
stand  pipe  of  any  kind,  and  the  engine  having  been 
set  to  supply  water  at  a  given  pressure,  will  continue 
to  keep  up  that  pressure  under  all  circumstances.  If 
much  water  is  drawn  much  will  be  supplied;  if  little 
is  drawn,  little  will  be  supplied.  It  was  certainly  a 
pleasant  sight  to  see  the  ponderous  engine  working, 
now  faster,  now  slower,  and  to  see  that  its  speed  was 
regulated  by  a  little  mechanism  which  caused  the  en- 
gine to  go  faster  or  slower,  as  the  pressure  in  the  pipe 
was  greater  or  less.  The  undersigned  are  convinced 
that  the  cost  of  these  Holly  pumps  would  not  exceed 
the  cost  of  the  pumps  for  pumping  water  into  our 
stand  pipes  and  reservoirs,  and  the  cost  of  the  reser- 
voirs and  stand  pipes  for  high  service  could  be  whol- 
ly saved.  The  cost  of  the  changes  in  the  pipes  of  the 
city  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  new  system  cannot,  of 
course,  be  ascertained  without  a  careful  examina- 
tion. This  system  of  works  can  be  adopted 
to  supplement  and  increase  the  pressure  in 
all   the   pipes    in   the   city;  or   it   can   be  applied 


to  sections  of  the  city ;  or  it  can  be  so  arranged  that 
the  increased  pressure  can  be  applied  to  any  district 
where  the  pressure  is  required  for  fire  purposes;  or 
it  may  be  used  to  furnish  an  independent  supply  of 
salt  water  from  the  docks  for  fire  purposes.  The  un- 
dersigned were  so  much  pleased  by  the  simplicity  of 
this  system  of  works  and  their  adaptability  to  meet 
every  requirement  that  they  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  order  herewith  presented  to  secure  its  exam- 
ination by  persons  of  skill,  and  their  report  concern- 
ing the  same  to  the  City  Council.  This  course  is  ex- 
tremely desirable  in  view  of  the  great  expenses  now 
being  incurred  and  foreseen  as  necessary  for  our 
future  wants. 

We  ought  not  to  omit  here  to  state  that  the  Holly 
system  has  received  the  commendation  of  all  the 
places  which  have  adopted  it,  that  many  underwrit- 
ers have  extolled  it,  and  that  its  adoption  has  been 
followed  by  the  reduction  of  insurance  rates.  To  fur- 
nish means  to  stop  the  losses  from  the  frequent  fires 
in  Lockport,  the  place  of  Mr.  Holly's  residence,  the 
fire  engines  proved  inadequate.  The  result  of  the 
new  system  was  so  wonderful  a  success  in  putting 
out  fires— that  it  does  n't  pay  to  have  fires  at  all,  and 
the  attempts  to  have  fires  have  diminished  in  num- 
bers. 

Since  the  introduction  of  these  works  at  Lockport 
similar  ones  have  been  established  in  about  fifty  dif- 
ferent Western  cities  and  villages,  and  the  demand 
for  them  continues  to  increase.  For  cities  located  on 
plains  this  system  supplied  a  great  want,  as  they  had 
no  hills  for  reservoirs.  For  a  city  like  Boston  its 
recommendations  are  its  efficacy  and  its  economy. 

In  the  meantime  we  think  the  "quickness  and  cer- 
tainty" of  obtaining  water  is  not  to  be  attained  by 
the  universal  introduction  of  the  Lowry  hydrant,  but 
that  it  should  give  way  to  the  lamp-post  or  Lockport 
hydrant,  hereafter  described. 

The  Lowry  hydrant  placed  on  the  main  pipe  in 
the  roadway  in  our  climate  must  be  many  times 
difficult  to  find,  and  its  use  cause  much  delay  Our 
winters  are  severe,  arid  the  removal  of  ice  and  snow, 
the  opening  of  the  hydrant  and  placing  the  cap  upon 
it  at  night  by  the  uncertain  light  of  lanterns,  cannot 
be  conducive  to  "q^uickness  and  certainty."  Their 
rapid  introduction  is  owing  to  the  great  fire,  and  is  a 
haste  that  will  make  waste.  We  admit  there  may  be 
places  when  they  should  be  placed,  but  so  far  as  we 
look  for  "quickness"  we  must  adoot  some  other. 

The  claim  has  been  that  the  street  mains  were  in- 
sufficient to  supply  the  Boston  hydrants.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  see  how  the  great  capacity  of  the  Lowry 
hydrant  could  remedy  such  defects.  There  may  be 
instances  where  their  use  would  be  beneficial,  in 
which  cases  they  should  be  retained.  The  lamp-post 
hydrant  is  always  accessible,  and  readily  found,  will 
give  water  with  "quickness  and  certainty,"  and  has 
its  light  always  burning.  It  is  strange  that  the  com- 
bination of  lamp-post  and  hydrant  should  be  so  late 
an  invention. 

We  cannot  leave  this  subject,''without  alluding  to  a 
hydrant  we  saw  in  Lockport,  New  "York,  in  a  cylin- 
der made  of  boiler-plate  iron,wiih  a  movable  top. 
Inside  this  case  was  a  hundred  feet  of  hose,  with  a 
nozzle  similar  to  those  attached  to  the  stand  pipes 
in  the  City  Hall,  except  that  there  was  a  stop  valve 
near  the  nozzle.  There  was  also  in  the  case  a  wrench 
to  turn  on  the  water.  We  saw  the  cap  removed,  and 
one  man  ran  with  the  hose,  and  when  it  was  stretched 
to  its  utmost,  another  turned  on  the  water.  From 
the  taking  off  of  the  cap  just  twenty-five  seconds 
elapsed  before  a  stream  of  water  one  hundred  feet 
high  was  thrown  from  the  nozzle. 

To  this  hydrant  another  hose  on  a  steam  engine 
could  have  been  attached  without  interfering  with 
the  one  we  have  mentioned. 

These  hydrants  placed  in  reasonable  proximity  to 
each  other,  in  connection  with  the  Holly  system,  or 
any  other  system  of  high-pressure  service,  would 
make  it  difficult  for  any  fire  to  get  such  headway  as 
to  cause  great  damage,  as  the  water  could  be  put  on 
the  fire  within  a  minute  of  its  discovery. 

There  is  another  respect  in  which  haste  is  likely  to 
prove  waste.  We  allude  to  the  clamor  for  stand 
Dipes.  We  learned,  during  our  investigations,  that 
at  the  Chicago  fire  the  falling  buildings  broke  the  stand 
pipes,  and  immediately  large  streams  of  water  ran 
to  waste,  causing  the  engines  to  feel  an  immediate 
deficiency,  and  to  become  useless.  Stand  pipes,  no 
doubt,  may  be  valuable  to  individual  buildings,  but 
their  introduction  into  general  use  in  the  city  would, 
in  the  event  of  a  large  fire,  be  disastrous.  Certainly 
no  stand  pipe  should  be  allowed  without  a  shut-off 
at  a  safe  distance  from  the  building. 

The  same  precautions  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be 
taken  with  regard  to  all  water  supplies  to  large  build- 
ings. We  also  recommend  that  the  plumbing  of  all 
buildings  should  be  subject  to  a  rigid  inspection, 
either  under  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  or  the  Water 
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Board.  During  the  coldest  weather  many  persons 
are  compelled  to  keep  the  water  constantly  running: 
to  prevent  the  freezing  of  water  in  the  pipes.  This 
evil  is  much  greater  thaa  is  generally  supposed. 

We  find  by    the    Auditor's    Report    ttie  following 
items,  viz.: 
Repairs  of  engines,  hose  and  hook  and  ladder 

carriages,   fuel,  and  extinguisher  wagons 

and  pungs $47,053  67 

Fire  hats  and  badges,  including  repairs 5,302  75 

Hose,  hose  pipes  and  couplings,  including 

repairs 85,270  33 

To  those  at  all  familiar  with  the  department,  it  is 
well  known  that  the  struggles  of  the  different  con- 
tractors to  obtain  the  work  represented  in  the  above 
items  has  a  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  departmeiit. 
Here  is  where  political  Influence  seems  to  exert  it- 
self. 

It  would  be  much  better  if  all  the  work  that  can  be, 
should  be  done  in  a  workshop  owned  and  equipped 
by  the  city.  Certainly  all  of  the  first  of  the  above 
items  and  probably  some  of  the  others  could  be.  Of 
the  good  efiect  upon  the  department— as  well  as  the 
economy  of  such  a  change— the  undersigned  are  con- 
vinced. They  therefore  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  workshop  and  the  creation  of  an  of- 
ficer to  be  styled  Superintendent  of  Construction  and 
Repairs,  to  be  nominated  by  the  committee  on  the 
department,  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  to  hold  his  oflice  subject  to  removal  by  the  com- 
mittee for  cause. 

This  plan  is  not  an  experiment;  it  is  already  in  suc- 
cessful operation  in  the  Health  Depaitment,  which 
department  makes  and  repairs  all  its  wagons,-  pungs 
and  harnesses,  and  shoes  its  own  horses. 

We  were  prepared  to  recommend  a  modorale  in- 
crease in  the  permanently  employed  men  of  the  de- 
partment, but  an  examination  of  the  Holly  system 
has  convinced  us  that  its  adoption  will  require  a  dim- 
inution of  the  force.  This  in  fact  has  been  the  re- 
sult in  many  instances  where  that  system  has  been 
adopted. 

Tte  Holly  system  is  one  or  more  great  engines  of 
greater  power  than  any  locomotive  steam  fire  engine, 
with  its  iron  pipes  already  laid  wherever  wanted,  and 
with  steam  always  up  ready  for  action. 

Of  course  reductions  in  the  present  service  should 
be  cautiously  made.  There  should  not  be  a  hasty 
trusting  to  one  security  alone.    One  of  the  signers  of 


this  report  witnessed  the  recent  large  fire  in  Quebec, 
from  the  time  it  might  have  been  put  out  with  a 
Johnson  pump  to  its  close.  The  great  loss  was  due 
wholly  to  defective  water  works.  The  supply  pipe 
was  broken  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  remain  so,  as  it  still  furnished  a  supply  for 
domestic  purposes.  Of  course  the  high  service  which 
the  works  were  intended  to  supply  was  not  in  exist- 
ence, and  having  no  engines  or  other  means  of  con- 
tending with  the  flames,  the  flames  ran  their  course. 
In  order  that  the  attention  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment shall  not  bedistracted  by  other  duties,  we  rec- 
ommend that  the  Chief  of  Pol'ce  delegate  certain 
members  of  his  department  to  attend  fi  es,  and  when 
there  take  control  of  all  members  of  the  police  pres- 
ent, prevent  theft,  prevent  the  populace  from  im- 
peding the  firemen  in  their  work,  and  keep  the  roads 
clear. 

We  make  no  recommendation  regarding  districts  in 
the  city,  because  we  find  it  already  judiciously  dis- 
tricted by  the  Board  of  Engineers  into  eight  dis- 
tricts. 

Tne  undersigned  do  not  claim  to  have  exhausted 
the  subject  committed  to  them.  They  present  the 
result  of  all  the  investigations  and  thought  they 
could  give  it,  in  the  time  allowed  them.  They  are 
ready  to  adopt  other  measures  if  better  ones  can  be 
suggested,  and  ask  the  cooperation  of  their  fellows  in 
the  City  Council  to  aid  in  improving  this  important 
department  without  the  expense  and  dangers 
of  a  commission. 

They  do  not  look  upon  the  putting  out  of  fires  as  ai 
contest  with  some  fiend— or mysterioiis  and  unknown 
power.  Common  sense  should  be  applied  to  this  oe- 
partment,  as  to  all  others.  Fire  will  burn  combusti- 
ble substanceswhen  it  comes  in  contact  with  them. 
When  fires  occur  water  will  put  them  out  if  applied 
with  "quickness  and  certainty."  Vigilance,  energy 
and  common  sense  will,  with  the  means  now  in  ex- 
istence, almost  invariably  put  them  out  without 
much  damage. 

VoT  want  of  time  the  undersigned  present  this  re- 
port as  a  report  of  progress,  asking  permission  to 
present  at  a  subsequent  meeting  an  ordinance,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendations  of  the  report. 

James  Power, 
Benjamin  Dean. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldennen, 

SEPTEMBER    8,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  Alderman 
Cutter,  the  Chairman,  presiding. 

BXBOUTIVB    APPPOINTMENT    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  without  pay — Henry  H.  Hyde,  Union 
wharf. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

Of  Joseph  H.  White,  to  occupy  brick  stable  on 
Stanhope  street.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health 
on  the  part  of  the  board. 

Of  Joseph  Robbins  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  place  a 
wooden  roof  over  coal  shed  on  Carleton's  wharf.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Of  William  Childs,  for  more  pay  for  land  taken  at 
the  corner  of  Third  and  Emerson  streets.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Of  Colonel  H.  W.  Wilson,  for  approval  of  armory 
for  headquarters  at  Boylston  Hall.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Armories,  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 

Of  W.  A.  Low  et  al.,  for  revision  of  assessments 
for  Longwood  and  Bellevue-street  sewers. 

Of  James  McDonough  et,  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Barton 
street. 

Remonstrance  of  Ai  Poole  et  al.,  against  the  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  Humphrey  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Of  John  M.  Arnold  et  al.,  for  a  brick  sidewalk  on 
west  side  of  Old  Harbor  street. 

Of  citizens  of  Baxter  street,  for  improvements  of 
said  street. 

Of  Joseph  Lane  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Alden  street  and 
Alden  court  be  paved  with  trap  rock. 

Of  Charles  Davenport  and  thirty  others,  that 
Devonshire  street  be  renumbered. 

Of  William  T.  Brigham,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Boylston  street  west  of  Berkeley  street. 

Of  Henry  N.  Sawjer  etal.,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Thornley  street,  caused  by  the  widening 
of  Pleasant  street,  Ward  16. 

Of  Nathaniel  C.  Nash  et  al.  that  the  Wood  Pavement 
Commission  be  requested  to  made  a  supplementary 
report.  They  allege  that  they  sought  a  report  em- 
bracing an  entire  and  complete  process  or  method  of 
putting  down  street  pavement  in  the  best  manner,  so 
that  any  one  with  limited  skill  and  experience  in  pav- 
ing would  by  following  the  recommendations  of  the 
report  be  able  to  put  down  pavement  in  the  most 
thorough  manner.  They  find,  however,  that  the  re- 
port commends  setting  the  blocks  square  across 
the  street  with  spaces  between  them  of  half  an  inch.but 
entirely  omits  to  mention  any  material  and  process 
necessary  to  fill  such  spaces.  The  report  also  omits  to 
state  anything  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  the  processor  burnettizing,  whether 
samples  of  burnettized  wood  that  had  been  exposed  in 
different  places  and  under  different  conditions  and  for 
any  length  of  time,  were  produced  to  prove  the  elKcien- 
cy  of  the  process,  and  whether  or  not  there  was  any 
evidence  excepting  mere  hearsay  to  prove  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  process.  They  therefore  request  that  a 
supplementary  report  be  made  embracing  these 
points. 

Of  Hart  Bailey,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Stoughton  street. 

Of  Henry  Humphreys,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Stoughton  street. 

Of  heirs  of  the'late  Francis  J.  Chickey,  to  be  heard 
in  relation  to  grade  damages  on  Warrenton  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

THE  PROHIBITORY  LAW. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  petitions  from  Rev. 
A.  A.  Miner,  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Murray  and  two  thou- 
sand male  and  female  residents  of  B,)ston,  asking 
that  the  Board  will  take  such  steps  as  shall  secure 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  orohibiting  the  manufact- 
ure and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  petitions  desired  to  be  heard  before  the  full 
Board,  and  on  his  motion  a  hearing  was  fixed  at  five 
o'clock  on  Monday,  Sept.  22._ 

PAPERS  FROM  THE    COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 
Petitions  of  Patrick  J.  Myers  and  Fowler  &  Ben- 
nett were  referred. 


Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  a  supply  of  salt  water  through  the 
"Holly  system,"  for'extinguishing  fires.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Water. 

Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  consultation 
with  engineers  of  the  Fire  Department,  to  construct 
reservoirs  for  water  in  the  streets.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Water. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
(City  Doc.  No.  88),  Referred  to  the  (Jommittee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

Report  and  orders  to  alter  Mason-street  building 
into  an  engine  and  hose  house  at  a  cost  of  $15,000; 
and  for  a  loan  of  that  sum.  Passed — yeas  10,  nays  1, 
Alderman  Power. 

Orders  for  erection  of  a  police  station  house  for 
District  No.  11,  on  Adams  street,  at  a  cost  of  $40,000; 
and  for  a  loan  of  that  sum.     Passed — yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $1.5,000  to  be  added 
to  appropriation  for  engine  and  hook  and  ladder 
house  on  Washington  square,  in  Ward  5.  Passed — 
yeas  11,  nays  0. 

The  order  to  sell  the  Tremont-street  section  of  the 
Common  fence  by  auction  came  up  with  an  amend- 
ment to  transfer  said  fence  to  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  like  to  make  another 
amendment,  that  "the  expense  of  the  removal  and 
transfer  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Mount  Hope  Cemetery." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

The  order  to  hire  rooms  for  city  officers  in  Pem- 
berton  square  came  from  the  Council,  that  body  hav- 
ing voted  to  adhere  in  the  amendment  to  substitute 
rooms  in  the  upper  stories  of  Niles  Block,  v/hich  the 
Board  had  rejected. 

Alderman  Say  ward — I  cannot  conceive  what  is  the 
object  of  members  of  the  Council  trying  to  hire  the 
upper  stories  of  Niles  Building.  If  there  were  any 
stories  in  that  building  that  could  be  hired  they 
would  not  accommodate  the  offices  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. And  further,  I  understand  that  there  are  no 
rooms  to  be  let  there.  The  original  order  has  passed 
this  Board  twice  and  I  hope  the  Aldermen  will  not 
concur  in  the  amendment. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur. 

auditor's  MONTHLY  EXHIBIT. 

The  monthly  exhibit  of  the  City  Auditor  was  pre- 
sented, accepted  and  sent  down.  The  exhibit  for 
the  month  of  August  is  as  follows: 

Appropriations, 

Kevcnuci.  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 

General |1 1.047,450  27  $:S,H71,938  34  $7,175,51193 

Special 8,998,372  21  3,773,475  94  5,224,89(i  27 

$20,045,822  48  $7,645,414  28       $12,400,408  20 

ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  sewers  in  Copeland,  Ca- 
tawba and  Rockland  streets  were  considered.  No 
objection  being  offered,  the  petitions  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

REPORTS   OP   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  Manuel 
Silva,  George  S.  Martin  and  Peter  Gilligan  for  leave 
to  erect  stables;  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  Detition  of 
Joshua  D.  Howard  &  Co.  for  leave  to  occupy  stable. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  favorable  on  the  applications  of 
Abraham  Aaronson,  dealer  in  second-hand  articles; 
of  Joseph  Commassa,  Michael  Graney,  Jr.,  Daniel 
Buckley,  boot  blacks;  of  Francis  M.  Gray,  George  E. 
Ladd,  Patrick  Noonan,  Joseph  Wood,  William  H. 
Kennedy,  Stephen  Volanti,  John  J.  Daily,  John 
Coughlan,  William  H.  Burke,  newsboys;  John  Mc- 
Crillis,  hackman;  Margaret  Fitzgerald,  intelligence 
office;  George  H.  Lee,  W  N.  Young,  D.  &  J.  E. 
Twigg  and  John  Hogan,  for  wagon  licenses;  of 
various  parties,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  of 
Thomas  Mellen,  victualler,  and  Edward  R.  Bailey, 
iunholder;  of  Frank  Damon,  for  leave  to  give  public 
entertainment  at  41  Ferry  street,  Sept.  12;  of  Rich  & 
Stetson,  for  leave  to  give  dramatic  and  musical  enter- 
tainments at  the  Howard  Athenwum;  of  Alonzo  War- 
ren, for  leave  to  hold  a  fair  at  Gray's  Hall,  Oct.  14,  for 
two  weeks.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Alarms,  to  whom  was  referred  an  order  for  placing  a 
bell  and  striking  apparatus  on  the  new  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Princeton  street,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  order 
was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions 
of  G.  W.  &  F.  Smith,  Newton  Morton,  John  Ritchie 
et  al.,  Cummings  &  Carlisle,  and  L.  H.  Tasker,  sever- 
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ally,  for  the  location  of  steam  ens;ine8.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows:  Louisa  C,  wif(^  of 
Franklin  Perrin,  $157  50,  on  account  of  widening  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue;  James  Tuttle,  $5050,  on  account  of 
the  widening  of  Congress  street.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed ail  order  to  pay  John  I.  Brown  $35,2ti0  on  account 
of  the  widening  of  Washington  street.  Read  once 
and  laid  over. 

EEVISION   OF   THE   CITT  CHABTEK. 

Alderman,  Quincy  from  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, to  whom  was  committed  the  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  revision  of  the  city  charter,  made  a  re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  commission  to  consist  of  five  persons 
to  examine  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  all  other  general  or  special  statutes  now  in  force 
concerning  the  Eovernment  of  the  city,  and  report  to 
the  City  Council  what,  if  any,  changes  are,  or  will 
become  necessary  or  expedient  in  view  of  the  pros- 
pective increase  in  the  area  and  population  of  the 
city;  the  expense  attending  such  examination  and 
report  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  in- 
cidentals. 

The  order  was  read  ounce,  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  reported,  that  on  account 
of  placing  a  clock  tower  up»n  the  new  grammar 
schoolhouse  on  L  street  and  the  furnishing  of  more 
school  rooms  than  wa.s  anticipated,  an  expenditure 
of  about  live  thousand  dollars  will  be  required  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  authorized.  They  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompany  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  complete  the  furnishing  of  the  new 
grammar  schoolhouse  on  L  street,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  five  thousand  dollars;  the  expense  to.be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Wooden 
Pavement  Commission  for  increase  of  pay,  made  a 
report  recommending  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  C(nnpany  for  leave  th  construct  an  addition- 
al track  in  Washington  street,  from  Essex  street  to 
Temple  place,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  printed  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  on  the  system  of  sewer- 
age of  Boston  was  taken  from  the  table  and  accepted. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  be 
authorized  to  pay  to  Professor  Joseph  Winlock,  Di- 
rector of  the  Observatory  at  Harvard  College,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  furnishing  true  time  to 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  present  year;  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Alarms. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered  that  the  collection  of  the  following  sewer 
asses.smcnts  be  postponed  until  entry  is  made  into 
the  respective  sewers:  Charity  A.  Lincoln.  Prescott 
street,  $70  24;  Patrick  Tobin,  Conant  street,  $32  90; 
Mary  Burnham,  Palmer  street,  $19  97.  Also  that 
the  sum  of  .$64  14  assessed  upon  Richard  Martin  for 
a  sewer  in  Seventh  street,  be  hereby  abated  and  the 
same  amount  assessed  upon  George  Butterfield. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
abutters  on  Franklin  street,  between  Federal  and 
Pearl  streets,  to  remove  within  ten  days  all  obstruc- 
tions placed  by  them  on  said  street,  and  in  default 
thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  remove  said  obstructions  at  the  expense  of 
the  owners  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Creek  square  with  small  granite 
blocks,  and  to  construct  cesspoolr  and  drains  for  the 
surface  drainage  of  the    ame.    Estimated  cost,  $2400. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  abutters  on  Washington  street,  between  Milk 
and  Summer  streets,  and  on  Summer  street,  to  com- 
plete and  cover  the  areas  constructed  by  them  under 
the  sidewalks  in  front  of  their  estates  on  said 
streets,  and  to  remove  all  obstructions  placed  by 
them  in  said  streets  within  fourteen  days;  and  in  de- 


fault thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereby 
directed  to  close  up  or  cover  said  areas  and  remove 
said  obstructions  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  thereof 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  approaches  to  the  new  drops  of 
the  East  Boston  no'rth  ferry  with  small  granite  blocks; 
the  expense  thereof,  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for 
new  wings  to  the  East  Boston  North  Ferry. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
owners  and  abutters  on  Arch  street,  between  Milk 
and  Franklin  streets,  to  remove  within  ten  days  all 
obstructions  placed  by  them  on  said  street;  and  in 
default  thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  here- 
by directed  to  remove  said  obstructions  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  owners  thereof. 

THE  MATHER  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  whereby  an  order  was  passed  on 
August  11  to  rescind  order  for  sale  of  Mather  School- 
house  in  Ward  Ki,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  being  on  Alderman  Sayward's  motion 
to  reconsider,  the  motion  was  lost  for  want  of  a  ma- 
jority—yeas 5,  nays  5,  not  voting;  1. 

REPORT     OF     THE     TRT'fSTEES   OF    THE   CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  ninth  report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  Accepted  and  sent 
down. 

Report  of  the  Trustees.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  in  compliance  with  the  ordinances, 
respectfully  present  herewith  their  ninth  annual  re- 
port : 

Number  of  patients  remaining  in  the  hospital, 
April  ;iO,  1872,  22:^;  admitted  during  the  year— medi- 
cal, 16M';  surgical,  l:ii9;  ophthalmic,  78;  smallpox, 
220— ;3:^04;  treated  during  the  year,  3527;  discharged, 
2942;  died,  .351— 3293;  remaining  in  hospital,  April  30, 
1873,  234;  largest  number  in  hospital  at  any  time,  2()4; 
smallest  number  in  hos'pital  at  any  time,  172;  daily 
average  number  of  patients,  218;  average  length  of 
stay  of  each  patient,  days,  22^. 

In  the  department  for  out-patients,  there  were 
treated — Medical  patients,  2(j02;  surgical  patients, 
2386;  ophthalmic  natients,  1519;  cutaneous  patients, 
809;  aural  patients,  210;  total,  7520.  Number  of 
visits  made  by  out-patients  to  the  hospital:  Medical, 
3597;  surgical,  .5820;  ophthalmic,  8601;  cutaneous, 
2763;  aural,  1297;  total,  22,078. 

The  accompanying  reports  of' the  physicians  and 
surgeons  in  attendance  upon  the  hospital  are  trans- 
mitted herewith,  and  furnish  tabulated  statements 
of  all  the  cases,  with  their  results,  treated  during  the 
year,  which  reach  a  total  of  11,035  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  hospital. 

The  report  of  tne  superintendent  and  resident  phy- 
sician gives  further  information  regarding  tbe  work 
accomplished  at  the  hospital,  in  the  case  of  those 
who  have  sought  its  benefits,  and  exhibits  also  a 
statement  in  detail  of  the  expenditures  made  in 
maintaining  it. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital  during  the 
year,  3527,  were  under  treatment  at  an  average  of  22>; 
days  each,  making  a  total  of  79,.570  days  or  11,367  1-7 
weeks.  The  entire  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospital 
for  the  year,  including  every  expenditure,  and  the 
unexpected  expenses  incurred  in  the  smallpox  de- 
partment, was  at  the  rate  of 

$10  60X  per  week ' |120,552  65 

But  of  the  patients  eninnei-ated  above,  146 

paid  for  20:^  weeks' board 3,948  64 

Leaving,  therefore,  the  sum  of iflie.eOl  01 

as  the  cost  to  the  city  of  treating  3381  patients,  for  a 
period  of  11,104  1-7  weeks,  which  is  at  the  rate  of 
$10  .50  per  week.  The  cost  of  taking  care  of  229  pa- 
tients in  the  smallpox  department  of  the  hospital 
during  the  recent  epidemic,  and  not  provided  for  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  year,  amounted  to  $10,- 
219  93,  or  $22  i:Ay.  per  week  for  451  2-7  weeks.  De- 
ducting this  expenditure  and  estimating  the  average 
cost  of  maintaining  each  patient,  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  hospital  proper,  in  the  same  manner  as 
above,  it  will  appear  that  there  was  expended  the 
sum  of  $107,783  24,  as  the  cost  to  the  city  of  treating 
3229  non -paying  patients  for  10,743  .5-7  weeks  at  the 
rate  of  .$10  03  per  week.  The  expense  of  maintain- 
ing the  out-patient  departments,  estimated  at  $1500 
to  $2000,  has  not  been  deducted  in  making  these 
statements. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  was  caused,  in  some  degree,  by  the 
greater  number  of  patients  treated,  but  chiefly  by 
the  large  expenses  on  account  of  the  Smallpox  IIos- 
pital,  that  had  not  Ix^en  anticipat(^d  in  making  the 
appropriation  for  the  year,  which  was  $107,000,  It, 
therefore,  became  necessary  to  ask  the  Government 
for    a    special     appropiiation   of    .$11, .500,    to    cover 
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the  additional  cost  of  maintaining  the  Smallpox 
Hospital  till  it  was  discontinued  in  August. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  treated  in 
the  hospital  has  gone  on  during  the  past  as  in  for- 
mer years,  the  daily  average  for  the  year  being  218 
patients,  nearly  12  per  day  in  excess  of  the  number 
treated  in  any  previous  year.  To  speak  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  management  that  rapidly  multiply  as  the 
numbers  increase  above  the  proper  capacity  of  the 
wards  of  the  hospital,  and  to  urge  the  necessity  of 
more  room  for  the  sick,  would  only  be  to  repeat  the 
representations  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  their  re- 
ports of  former  years.  There  is  also  still  the  very 
pressing  need  of  additional  accommodations  for  the 
surgical  department,  both  of  rooms  for  out-patients 
and  of  a  more  commodious  and  convenient  operating 
room.  The  Trustees  forbear  to  urge  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  Government  to  this  matter,  only  be- 
cause of  the  extraordinary  demands  that  are  being 
made  upon  it,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  disaster 
and  loss  that  has  befallen  the  city.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  as  a  matter  of  economy  deserving 
early  attention,  the  heating  apparatus  should,  dur- 
ing the  coming  summer,  undergo  the  thorough  re- 
pairing that  is  now  needed  after  nine  years'  constant 
use. 

The  vacancies  in  the  medical  staff,  existing  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  caused  liy  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Pitch  E.  Oliver  as  Visiting  Physician  and  Dr.  D. 
McB.  rhaxter  as  Visiting  Surgeon,  were  filled  by  the 
election  of  Dr.  Robert  T.  fides  as  Visiting  Physician 
and  Dr.  George  W.  Gay  as  Visiting  Surgeon.  The 
resignation  of  Dr.  John  P.  Reynolds  as  Visiting 
Physician  having  heeii  presented  and  accepted,  Dr. 
George  J.  Arnold  was  elected  in  his  place. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Webber  having  declined  to  be  a  candidate 
for  reelection  as  Pathologist,  Dr.  W.  P.  Bolles  was 
chosen  in  his  stead. 

Dr.  M.  E.  Webb  was  elected  as  Visiting  Physician 
in  the  Smallpox  Department,'  and  was  in  attendance 
from  May  1st  till  August  2Tth.  when  the  department 
was  discontinued  by  order  of  the  Government. 

In  the  month  of  May,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  a  communication  was  received 
from  Mr.  L.  A.  Cutler,  tendering  the  resignations  of 
Mrs.  Cutler  as  Matron  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Cutler  as 
Assistant  Matron;  also  declining  to  be  considered  a 
candidate  for  reelection  as  Superintendent  for  the 
year  ensuing.  On  the  1st  of  July  following  the  con- 
nection of  these  officers  with  the  hospital  terminated, 
after  eight  years  of  constant  and  honorable  service. 
At  their  meeting  on  the  11th  of  June  the  following 
resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Trustees: 

Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  board  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Lucius  A.  Cutler  for  his  long, 
faithful,  and  arduous  services  as  Superintendent  of 
this  hospital,  and  as  the  time  approaches  when  Mr. 
Cutler's  connection  with  the  hospital  is  to  end,  the 
board  expresses  the  wish  and  hope  that  success  and 
happiness  may  attend  his  efforts  in  the  future. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  en- 
giossed,  and  transmitted  to  Mr,  Cutler. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  board  he  pre- 
sented to  Mrs.  Cutler  and  Miss  Cutler,  for  their 
faithful  services  as  Matron  and  Assistant-iMatron. 

It  thus  became  the  duty  of  the  Trustees,  in  the 
first  months  of  their  connection  with  the  hospital,  to 
fill  important  positions  by  the  election  of  new  officers, 
as  well  as  to  take  upon  themselves  the  labor  and 
responsibility  of  the  ms-nagement  of  the  institution, 
as  it  was  left  to  them  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  former 
board,  in  whose  years  of  zealous  labors,  devotion 
and  experience  in  the  work  the  hospital  had  been 
established  in  its  high  reputation  as  a  noble  charity. 

It  was  determined  to  combine  the  office  of  Ad- 
mitting Physician  with  that  of  Superintendent,  in 
order  that  for  the  convenience  and  benefit  of  those 
seeking  admission,  and  for  other  desirable  considera- 
tions, the'e  might  be  a  physician  residing  at  the  hos- 
pital. Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
Staft',  Dr.  Edward  Cowles  was  elected,  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  Superintendent  on  the  first  of 
July,  and  upon  those  of  Admitting  Physician  on  the 
first  of  October,  thereby  relieving  Dr."  F.  E.  Bundy 
from  the  latter  office,  the  title  of  which  was  after- 
wards chansed  to  that  of  Resident  Physician. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Fletcher  was  elected  Matron,  to  fill 
the  office  from  the  1st  of  July,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

For  the  donations  of  books  and  other  reading  mat- 
ter, and  the  personal  labors  of  kind  friends  of  the 
hospital  in  the  improvement  of  the  library,  and  for 
other  gifts  and  attentions  to  the  sick  from  other 
sources,  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  board  arc  returned. 

The  Trustees  desire  to  acknowledge  their  appreci- 
ation of  the  continued  services  of  the  clergymen  and 
others,  whose  kind  attentions  to  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
pital add  greatly  to  their  comfort. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Staff,  and   to  the 


Superintendent,  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  board  are 
due,  for  their  earnest  and  successful  labors  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  hospital,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  patients  under  their  charge. 

E.  C.  Drew,  President. 

Abstract  of  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent.  Dur- 
ing the  year  the  number  of  patients  examined  for 
admission  was  2.'5, 867;  patients  admitted,  18,212;  pa- 
tients accidentally  injured,  3993;  number  of  out- 
patients treated,  57,740. 

The  number  of  patients  who  visited  the  hospital  for 
advice  and  treatment  in  the  out-patients'  department 
was  as  follows:  Ophthalmic,  under  the  charge  of  Drs. 
Williams  and  Wads  worth,  1.519;  medical,  under  charge 
of  Drs.  Doe  and  Haskins,  2602;  surgical,  under 
charge  of  the  visiting  surg(!ons,  2386;  slnn  diseases, 
under  charge  of  Dr.  Damon,  809;  ear  diseases, 
under  charge  of  Dr.  Green,  210;  total,  7526.  Number 
of  visits  made  by  out  patients  to  the   hospital,  23,073. 

Patients  examined  during  the  year,  4:326;  number 
admitted,  3304;  number  not  admitted,  1022. 

Patients  in  the  hospital.  May  1, 1872, 223;  total  num- 
ber in  hospital  during  the  year,  3,527;  total  number, 
including  out-patients,  treated  during  the  year,  11,- 
035;  discharged,  including  deaths,  329:i;  daily  average 
number  in  hospital,  218;  largest  number  at  any  time 
in  hospital,  264;  smallest  number  at  any  time  in  hos- 
pital, 172;  number  treated  in  smallpox  department, 
229;  average  time  remaining  in  hospital,  22'/^  days; 
males,  2046;  females,  12.58.  Medical  patients  admit- 
ted, 1667:  surgical  patients  admitted,  1.3.39;  ophthal- 
mic, 78;  smallpox,  2:30;  total,  .3304. 

The  principal  nativities  are  thus  classified:  Ireland, 
1465;  Boston,  422;  other  cities  in  Massachusetts,  172; 
British  provimces,  .365;  England,  180;  Maine,  139. 
Condition  of  patients  discharged — Recovered,  1764; 
relieved,  899;  not  relieved,  151;  not  treated,  128; 
died,  351. 

The  rate  of  mortality  during  the  year  was  9  9-10 
per  cent,  of  the  patients  treated  in  all  the  departments 
of  the  hospital.  The  excess  of  this  rate  over  that  of 
previous  years  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  of  tbe 
229  patients  in  the  smallpox  department  54  died,  or 
23  6-10  per  cent.  If  these  cases  are  excluded  in  this 
estimate  the  rate  of  mortality  will  be  reduced  to  9 
per  cent,  for  the  hospital  proper.  There  were  ad- 
mitted during  the  year  95  more  patients  accidentally 
injured,  than  in  any  former  year;  and  79  cases  in  all 
departments  resulted  in  death  within  48  hours  after 
admission;  showing  an  increased  proportion  of  cases 
necessarily  resulting  fatally,  and  materially  enlarging 
the  rate  of  mortality  over  that  of  previous  years  in 
the  history  of  the  hospital. 

The  net  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospital  for  the 
year  ending  April  .30,  1873,  was  $105,.3.55  73  Of  the 
cash  received,  !iil309  16  was  from  pay  patients  in  the 
Smallpox  Hospital. 

The  business  of  the  hospital  has  been  still  further 
enlarged  during  the  past  year,  although  it  had  pre- 
viously reached  the  proper  limit  of  the  capacity  of 
the  wards,  by  a  steady  increase  each  year  in  the  num- 
ber of  patients.  Nearly  five  hundred  more  patients 
have  been  treated  in  the  wards  than  in  any  former 
year;  but  this  has  been  possible  only  by  constantly 
crowding  with  beds  all  the  available  space,  and  by 
shortening  the  length  of  stay  of  each  patient  in  the 
hospital.  Many  applicants  were  turned  away  for 
want  of  room,  and  many  others,  whose  cases  demand- 
ed immediate  care  and  treatment,  as  a  matter  of 
humanity  were  admitted,  at  the  risk  of  incurring  the 
evils  of  overcrowding;  some  of  which  have,  williout 
doubt,  been  experienced  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year. 

That  this  should  have  been  so  must  be  apparent, 
when  it  is  considered  how  nearly  the  daily  average 
number  for  the  year,  218  patients,  approaches  to  the 
proper  capacity  of  the  hospital,  which  is  2;B0  beds. 
But  this  number  was  much  exceeded  in  some  sea- 
sons of  the  year.  During  the  months  of  winter  and 
early  spring  there  was  a  period  of  many  successive 
weeks  in  which  there  were  constantly  about  250  pa- 
tients in  the  wards,  and  at  one  time  264  were  under 
treatment,  the  largest  number  ever  attained  in  the 
wards  of  the  hospital  proper,  exclusive  of  the  small- 
pox department. 

The  want  of  sufficient  accommodations  for  all  the 
sick,  who,  under  the  present  rules  for  admission, 
must  be  treated  here,  has  existed  for  several  years, 
and  hardly  needs  to  be  set  forth  in  stronger  terms 
than  has  already  been  done.  In  view,  however,  of 
the  past  year,  attention  must  be  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  enlargement  of  its  capacity  cannot  be  long 
delayed,  or  it  will  be  impossible  to  care  for,  in  a  sat- 
isfactory manner,  the  increasing  numbers  of  persons 
who  are  equally  deserving  with  those  now  receiving 
its  benefits,  and  who  demand  admission  to  its  wards. 

In  the  surgical  department  the  need  is  more  seri- 
ously felt  than  ever  of  properly  arranged  and  larger 
rooms  for  out-patients,  and  of  a  more  commodious 
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and  convenient  operating  room,  with  waiting  and  re- 
ception rooms  adjoining,  so  that  tliose  who  have  un- 
dergone surgical  operations  may  be  removed,  as  they 
cannot  now  be,  from  the  sight  and  hearing  of  others 
who  are  waiting  and  fearing  to  go  through  the  same 
ordeal.  A  number  of  valuable  books  have  been  pre- 
sented during  the  year  to  the  Medical  Library,  for 
which  much  can  be  done  to  make  it  creditable  and 
useful  to  the  hospital.  Thanks  are  due  for  the  pack- 
ages of  magazines  and  papers  that  were  frequently 
received  during  the  year;  to  the  ladies  and  their 
friends,  who  have  kindly,  and  with  much  labor,  pre- 
pared a  new  catalogue  of  the  general  library,  and  to 
the  ladies  of  the  Flower  Mission,  whose  regular  week- 
ly visits  have  given  much  pleasure  to  the  patients. 

The  clergymen  and  others  who  have  contributed 
to  the  comfort  and  consolation  of  the  sick,  by  their 
frequent  visits  and  many  attentions,  are  remembered 
with  grateful  appreciation  for  their  kind  labors  for 
the  hospital.  Trusting  tliat  the  confidence  that  has 
been  placed  in  me  by  the  trustees  may  prove  to  be 
well  deserved,  and  with  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
them  for  their  generous  support,  and  to  the  gentle- 
men of  the  medical  stall'  for  the  very  essential  aid 
they  have  given  me  in  my  undertaking,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully, 

Edward  Cowles, 
Superintendent  and  Resident  Physician. 

NEW   HOME   FOB  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address  as  relates  to  a 
new  Home  for  the  Poor,  reported  that,  being  unable 
to  agree  upon  a  location,  they  submit  the  accompany- 
ing reports: 

The  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that 
suitable  provision  should  be  made  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable for  the  care  of  our  poor  apart  from  the  penal 
and  reformatory  institutions,  and  upon  a  scale  suf- 
ficient to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  city  for  the 
next  half  century  at  least.  In  18T0  the  inmates 
of  the  several  institutions  at  Beer  Island  numbered 
1004.  At  the  present  time  the  number  is  about  12(i0. 
This  is  exclusive  of  those  transferred  during  the  past 
year  to  Rainsford  Island. 

In  his  report  for  1870  the  Superintendent  stated 
that  the  Almshouse  Department,  the  hospitals  and 
the  dormitories  vvere  crowded  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
interfere  seriously  with  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  inmates.  "That  a  new  almshouse  is  required," 
he  said,  "is  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  is  an  im- 
perative necessity.  Immediate  steps  should  be  taken 
towaids  accomplishinsj  this,  end,  in  order  that  the 
poor  of  the  city  of  Boston  may  not  be  so  crowded 
and  limited  in  their  accommodations,  and  also  that 
they  may  be  entirely  separated  from  the  inmates  of 
the  House  of  Industry." 

Since  this  statement  was  made,  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  number  of  inmates  of  the  institutions  on  this 
island  has  increased  over  twenty-five  per  cent.,  while 
no  substantial  increase  of  accommodations  has  been 
aii'orded.  The  Inspectors  of  Prisons  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the 
City  Government  to  the  want  of  additional  accommo- 
dations at  this  place. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Pitblic  Institutions,  it  is  stated  that  "the  transfer 
of  the  adult  male  paupers  to  Rainsford  Island,  in 
October  last,  afforded  partial  relief  to  the  overcrowd- 
ed House  of  Industry,  but  the  large  increase  in 
the  number  of  commitments  has  already)  filled  the 
space  thus  obtained;  and  the  Directors  are  satis- 
fied that  there  can  ;be  no  permanent  relief  until 
the  entire  main  building  is  devoted  to  the  House  of 
Industry.  This  is  not  a  sudden  conviction,  but  has 
been  for  a  long  time  considered." 

The  City  Council  of  1870  passed  an  order  just  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  which  was  approved  by  the 
then  Mayor,  appropriating  $225,(IOt)  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  almshouse  at  Deer  Island  ;  but  through  an 
oversight,  the  Board  of  Directors  were  nof  author- 
ized to  proceed  with  the  work.  When  the  CTOvern- 
ment  of  1871  came  to  consider  the  matter,  a  large 
number  of  remonstrances,  signed  by  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  were  presented  against  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island.  The 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  recom- 
mended that  the  old  Roxbury  Almshouse, 
(since  used  for  a  smallpox  hospital)  should 
be  repaired  and  enlarged  for  the  purpose  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $7.5,000.  'I'lie  recommendation  failed  to  be 
carried  out,  and  no  further  action  has  been  taken  ex- 
cept in  providing  temporary  accommodations  for  a 
portion  of  the  paupersHat  Rainsford  Island.  The  ap- 
propriation made  in  1870  is  still  available  for  such 
uses  as  the  City  Council  may  see  fit  to  direct. 

Upon  the  question  of  a  new  location  your  commit- 
tee are  evenly   divided.    Four  members   recommend 


the  purchase  of  the  lots  of  land  known  as  the  Whit- 
tredge  and  Seaverus  estates  on  Neponset  River,  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Boston;  and  four 
members  recommend  the  purchase  of  the  Austin 
farm,  so  called,  situated  in  the  town  of  West  Roxbury 
and  on  the  line  dividing  that  town  from  this  city. 
The  special  advantages  of  the  two  locations  are  set 
forth  in  the  accompanying  reports. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  Hulbbrt,  Chairman. 

In  presenting  this  recommendation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Whittredge  and  Seaverns  estates  in  Dor- 
chester, the  tmdersigned  beg  leave  to  state  briefly  the 
principle  requisites  which  in  their  opinion  should  be 
possessed  by  any  site  which  may  be  selected  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor. 

In  order  to  save  the  city  from  an  annual  charge  of 
several  thousand  dollars,  the  location  should  be  with- 
in the  city  limits,  otherwise  the  property  will  be 
taxed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  another  municipality. 

It  should  be  easily  accessible  from  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  city  for  the  transportation  of  building  ma- 
terials and  supplies,  for  visitation  and  for  the  con- 
veyance of  inmates  and  attendants  either  by  railroad 
or  water. 

It  should  be  on  the  main  land,  yet  properly  iso- 
lated where  it  will  not  affect  injuriously  the  property 
surrounding  it,  and  where  the  future  growth  of  the 
city  will  not  require  the  removal  hereafter  of  the 
institutions  placed  upon  it. 

The  site  should  be  pleasant,  airy,  suffieiently  ele- 
vated to  be  easily  drained  and  well  adapted  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view  for  the  location  of  substantial 
structures  to  accommodate  a  large  number  of  in- 
mates. 

A  good  supply  of  pure  water  should  be  easily  ob- 
tainable. 

In  determining  the  quantity  of  land  necessary  for 
the  purpose  regard  should  be  had,  of  course,  to  the 
future  growth  of  the  city  for  a  long  period  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  all  land  in  excefs  of  that  which  is 
nesessary  for  the  institutions  will  involve  an  annual 
expense  for  its  care  and  embellishment. 

The  undersigned  are  satisfied  from  the  examina- 
tion which  tliey  have  given  to  this  matter  that  the 
quantity  should  not  much  exceed  thirty  acres. 

All  the  requisites  above  named  are  possessed  by 
the  two  estates  situated  on  Neponset  River,  in  Dor- 
chester, and  coutainijig  about  thirty-six  acres  of  land. 
The  site  is  elevated,  airy,  commanding  a  very  fine  and 
extended  view  of  Boston  Harbor,  Neponset  River 
and  the  surrounding  country.  The  land  can  be 
easily  drained,  and  in  addition  to  the  supply  of  water 
on  the  premises,  Coehituate  water  can  be  introduced 
at  a  slight  expense,  by  extending  the  pipes  a  few  rods 
from  their  present  terminus.  The  soil  is  excellent  in 
quality,  and  under  good  cultivation.  The  quantity  of 
land  is  not  excessive;  and  nearly  all  of  it  is  available 
without  material  outlay.  The  marsh  land  does  not 
exceed  one  acre  in  extent.  This  location  is  not  like- 
ly to  be  in  the  way  of  the  future  growth  of  the  city; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  is  not  more  isolated  than  is 
required  for  the  purpose. 

The  access  by  railroad  is  complete,  as  the  tracks  of 
the  Milton  Branch  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  are 
laid  across  the  lower  end  of  the  land,  and  will  fur- 
nish all  the  facilities  for  transportation  which  the 
city  will  ever  require. 

The  communication  by  water  is  also  admirable,  as 
the  land  is  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Neponset 
River,  and  vessels  of  large  draught  can  go  up  from 
the  main  harbor  and  discharge  supplies  of  coal  and 
building  materials  directly  on  the  premises.  There 
is  a  good  wharf  on  land  immediately  adjoining, 
which  can  probably  be  hired  for  a  moderate  price  or 
a  wharf  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  institution  can 
be  built  at  a  small  expense  on  the  land  purchased. 

The  situation  of  this  land  with  reference  to  expos- 
ure, and  the  cost  of  preparing  it  for  the  reception  of 
the  buildings  which  are  to  be  erected  thereon,  is  in 
every  respect  satisfactory.  A  good  farmhouse  and 
outbuildings  are  already  located  on  the  premises, 
and  are  included  in  the  price  named  for  the 
land. 

The  objections  to  the  "Austin  farm"  are  these:  It 
is  beyond  the  city  limits.  It  is  not  easily  accessible 
either  by  railroad  or  by  water;  and  building  materials 
cannot  be  laid  down  there  except  at  a  considerably 
higher  cost  for  transportation  than  at  the  Dorchester 
site. 

The  quantity  of  land  is  much  greater  than 
is  needed  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  to  be  used, 
involving  the  city  in  unnecessary  expense  for  its 
purchase  and  care.  About  one-fourth  of  the  estate 
(twelve  or  fiftcicn  acri^s)  is  low,  wet  and  unavailable 
except  for  purposes  of  pasturage— land  not  at  all 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  such  an  institution. 

If  it  is  pi'oposed  to  secure  a  site  ovIkuIp  the  city 
limU>t^  it  can  be  easily  obtained  on  the  line  of  a  rail- 
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road  by  going  a  little  farther  in  actual  distance  from 
the  City  Hall,  and  for  one-fourth  or  one-third  the 
sum  asked  for  the  Austin  farm.  Such  a  site  would 
"be  more  readily  accessible,  and  would  require  less 
time  and  expense  iu  furnishing  supplies  and  personal 
transportation  than  the  Austin  farm.  The  large  ex- 
penditure which  the  purchase  of  this  place  Involves 
is  therefore  unwarranted,  as  there  are  other  estates 
equally  good  as  to  the  character  of  the  grounds 
and  better  located  as  to  facilities  for  conamuuication 
from  the  business  portion  of  the  city,  which  can  be 
had  at  much  less  expense.  It  should  be  understood 
that  in  selecting  any  site  for  an  almshouse  in  another 
town,  the  statutes  require  that  permission  be  first  ob- 
tained from  the  inhabitants  of  that  town. 

The  first  cost  of  the  estate  in  West  Roxbury  is 
$135,000.  The  cost  of  the  two  estates  in  Dorchester, 
containing  about  the  same  amount  of  «?>«itoW«  land, 
is  $95,000. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  the  committee  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying orders.  Charles  Hulbert, 

L.  R.  Cutter, 
Charles  A.  Burditt, 
Harbison  Loring. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  and  a  Home  for  Ne- 
glected Children,  the  estate  late  of  Charles 
caverns,  bounded  in  part  by  Marsh  street.  Granite 
street,  and  the  Neponset  River  in  Boston,  containing 
eighteen  and  a  half  acres,  more  or  less;  also  the  lot  of 
land  adjoining  the  same  on  the  easterly  side,  known 
as  Cushing's  Hill,  containing  seventeen  and  a  half 
acres,  more  or  less;  the  price  paid  for  said  lots  not 
to  exceed  six  cents  per  square  foot. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  at  Deer  Island  the  sum  of  ninety-five 
thousand  dollars  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
land  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  in  Dorchester. 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  purchase  of  the  estate  known  as  the  "Austin 
farm"  as  the  most  suitable  place  on  which  to  estab- 
lish a  new  Home  for  the  Poor. 

This  estate  is  about  four  and  one-half  miles  from 
the  City  Hall.  It  is  situated  in  West  Roxbury  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  city  of  Boston.  It  lies 
between  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  RaUroad  and 
the  Providence  Railroad,  about  five-eighths  of  a  mile 
from  the  former  and  one  mile  from  the  latter.  It  is 
distant  about  one  hundred  feet  from  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue, one  of  the  best  avenues  out  of  the  city.  It  is 
bounded  by  four  streets,  namely,  on  the  east  by  Back 
street  in  Boston;  on  the  south  by  Morton  street:  on 
the  west  by  Canterbury  street,  and  on  the  north  by  a 
private  way  called  Austin  Terrace. 

The  estate  contains  about  fifty  acres,  of  which 
about  twelve  are  meadow  land,  the  rest  upland.  The 
whole  estate  is  surrounded  by  a  stonewall  nearly  two 
miles  in  length,  builtin  the  most  substantial  manner. 
This  wall  is  nearly  or  quite  three  feet  in  thickness 
and  about  four  in  height.  It  is  laid  iu  cement  on  a 
foundation  at  least  three  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  ground. 

There  are  three  ponds  on  the  estate,  the  largest 
containing  about  two  acres;  the  others  about  half  an 
acre.  The  largest  pond  is  supplied  by  a  never-failing 
spring,  is  twenty  feet  deep  in  the  centre  and  is  al- 
ways full.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  two  thousand 
tons  of  ice  can  be  taken  from  the  pond  in  winter,  and 
throughout  the  year  it  will  fnrnish  an  ample  supply 
of  water  for  at  least  five  thousand  persons.  The 
three  ponds  are  connected  by  a  sewer;  consequently 
when  the  large  one  is  full  it  flows  into  the  two 
smaller  ones,  and  thence  into  a  branch  of  the 
Stony  Brook,  which  runs  through  the  estate,  and 
will  furnish  the  most  complete  system  of  covered 
sewerage. 

There  are  at  least  one  thousand  forest  trees  on  the 
premises,  divided  into  groves  or  scattereo  about;  al- 
so about  one  thousand  fruit  trees  of  the  choicest 
kinds,  together  with  an  abundance  of  smaller  fruits. 
Near  the  centre  of  the  estate  there  is  a  fine  dwelling 
house,  containing  nineteen  rooms  in  good  order,  also 
a  carriage  house,  a  barn,  an  icehouse  and  other  out- 
buildings usually  found  on  a  gentleman's  estate.  The 


views  from  the  house  can  hardly  be  surpassed.  The 
city  and  country  can  be  seen  for  miles  about.  The 
whole  property  is  in  the  highest  state  of  culti- 
vation ;  the  crop  of  grass  alone,  after  supplying 
the  stock  kept  on  the  place,  was  sold  at  public 
auction  last  season,  standing  for  eleven  hundred 
dollars.  Good  facilities  are  afforded  for  trans- 
portation by  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad. 

All  the  materials  required  for  erecting  new  build- 
ings can  be  shipped  from  the  East  or  from  Q,uincy, 
and  delivered  at  the  dock,  and  easily  be  transported 
by  cars  to  the  grounds. 

The  ob.iection  which  has  been  urged  so  strenuously 
against  this  estate  by  the  other  members  of  this  com- 
mittee, on  account  of  its  location  outside  the  city 
limits,  is  without  any  force,  as  the  annexation  of 
West  Roxbury  during  the  present  year  is  almost  a 
certainty.  If  the  act  for  that  purpose  should,  how- 
ever, fail  to  be  accepted  in  October,  the  next  Legis- 
lature would  undoubtet  ly  pass  an  act  annexing  this 
estate,  upon  the  request  of  the  City  Council. 

The  condition  of  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island 
calls  for  the  promptest  action  in  this  matter. 
If  the  Austin  farm  is  purchased,  there  need 
be  no  delay  in  erecting  the  necessary  buildings, 
as  the  grounds  are  already  prepared  for  their  recep- 
tion. The  buildings  now  standing  upon  the  estate 
are  available  for  immediate  occupation.  The  estate 
in  Dorchester  will  have  to  be  improved  before  it  is 
fitted  for  occupation,  causing  a  good  deal  of  delay 
and  considerable  expense.  To  bring  that  estate  into 
an  equally  good  condition  with  the  Austin  farm 
would  require  an  outlay  of  at  least  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Its  situation  with  reference  to  the  adioining 
property  presents  many  objectionable  features.  It  is 
very  irregular  in  shape,  and  in  order  to  lay  out  the 
grounds  properly  and  define  the  boundaries,  other 
estates  must  be  purchased.  To  secure  communica- 
tion by  water  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  a  wharf  on 
Neponset  River  or  buy  the  wharf  property  adjoining, 
covering  2'^  acres  of  land,  for  which  fifteen  cents  per 
foot  is  asked. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Austin  farm 
contains  fourteen  more  acres  of  land  than  the  estate 
in  Dorchester,  and  that  the  actual  diSerence  in  the 
prices  of  the  two  estates  is  less  than  a  quarter  of  a 
cent  per  foot.  In  order  to  accommodate  the  build- 
ings required  at  present,  and  allow  room  for  enlarge- 
ment from  time  to  time  as  the  growth  of  the  city 
will  require,  it  would  not  be  judicious  to  purchase 
an  estate  containing  less  than  fifty  acres.  Every 
foot  of  the  Austin  farm,  except  the  small  portion 
covered  by  the  ponds,  is  availaljle  for  the  purposes 
of  the  institutions  which  are  to  be  placed  upon  it. 
The  number  of  square  feet  contained  in  the  estate  is 
2.1(il,4!55. 

The  owners  will  convey  to  the  city  the  lands 
with  the  buildings  and  other  fixtures  thereon 
for  the  round  sum  of  $135,000,  (something  less 
than  6M  cents  per  foot)  and  pay  the  taxes  for  the 
present  year. 

In  view  of  these  facts  the  undersigned  believe  that 
although  the  first  cost  of  the  Austin  farm  is  some- 
what larger  than  the  Dorchester  estate,  it  will  in  the 
end  be  found  the  most  economical  site  for  the  city  to 
purchase;  and  they  would  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders. 

James  Power, 
Washington  L.  Pbbscott, 
William  G.  Thacheb, 
HiLLMAN  B.  Barnes. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  and  a  Home  for  Neglected  Children,  the 
lot  of  land  known  as  the  Austin  farm,  bounded  on 
the  easterly  side  by  Back  street  between  Boston  and 
West  Roxbury,  on  the  southerly  side  by  Morton 
street,  on  the  westerly  side  by  Canterbury  street  and 
on  the  northerly  side  by  Austin  terrace,  so  called; 
containing  fifty  abres,  more  or  less,  the  price  paid 
therefor  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $135,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  a' propriation  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  at  Deer  Island  the  sum  of  $135,000  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Austin  farm  as  a 
Home  for  the  Poor. 

The  reports  were  laid  on  the   table  to  be   printed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTJBMBJER    11,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  this  evening,  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  B.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  ALDERMBK. 

Ninth  Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  City  Hospital, 
in  print;  Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit,  dated  Sept.  3 
(Printed  City  Doc.  No.  104,  1873),  v?ere  placed  on 
file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

The  following  papers  were  acted  upon  in  concur- 
rence : 

Report  recommending  passage  of  orders  for  placing 
a  bell  and  striking  apparatus  on  Primary  School- 
house,  Princeton  street.  Accepted,  and  orders 
passed. 

Report  and  order  to  complete  the  furnishiug  of 
new  grammar  schoolhouse,  L  istreet,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $5000.  Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11. 

Order  concerning  removal  of  iron  fence  on  west- 
erly side  of  Tremont  street  came  from  the  Aldermen 
amended  by  adding  the  words,"the  expense  of  remov- 
ing and  resetting  the  same  to  he  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery."  The  ameudinent 
was  adopted  and  the  order  passed. 

The  following  orders  were  severally  read  once  and 
laid  over. 

Order  to  pay  Professor  Joseph  Winlock,  director 
of  the  Observatory  of  Harvard  College,  $500  for  fur- 
nishing true  time  to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Order  authorizing  the  approaches  to  the  new  drops 
of  East  Boston  (North)  Ferry  to  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $.5000. 

The  substitute  order  of  the  Council  to  the  order 
for  hiring  certain  offices  for  the  city  at  23  Pemberton 
square,  came  from  the  Aldermen  non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  move  that  the  order  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  inquire  if  it 
has  not  already  been  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Page — It  has,  and  the  committee  reported  in 
favor  of  the  Pemberton-square  site.  There  seems  to 
be  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  which  is  the  better, 
and  I  thought  that  possibly  the  committee  could  de- 
termine it. 

Mr.  Denny— I  don't  think  the  members  of  the 
Council  have  had  the  merits  of  the  question  laid  be- 
fore them.  I  would  prefer  to  have  it  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble for  explanation  and  discussion,  and  I  was  going 
to  make  that  motion.  ' 

Mr.  Page  agreed  to  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  papers  came  up  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness and  were  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  Gas  Company's  bill  of  $259;50,  for  gas 
for  balloon  on  4th  July,  1872. 

Order  authorizing  erection  of  a  bell  tower  on  Hose 
House  No.  12,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $1500. 

Order  for  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  to  be 
made  on  Court  House  and  Probate  Building,  at  not 
exceeding  $5000. 

The  order  authorizing  a  stand  pipe  to  be  located  in 
City  Hall  building  and  connected  with  high-service 
supply,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said,  I  would  like  to  have  some 
explanation  of  this  order  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  If  such  a  thing  as  putting  a 
stand  pipe  in  the  City  Hall  is  in  contemplation, 
and  it  is  necessary,  I  shall  vote  for  it.  If 
there  is  no  necessity  for  it  I  want  to  know  it.  As  a 
member  of  the  City  Government  I  don't  want  to  be 
misunderstood.  If  the  committee  do  not  show  any 
necessity  for  the  pipe  I  shall  vote  against    the  order. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11— I  have  heard  nothing  of 
this  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  1  be- 
lieve the  stand  pipes  are  in  the  City  Hall  now,  and  I 
don't  know  that  there  is  a  proposition  to  put  any 
more  in. 

Mr.  Shaw — If  I  understand  aright  it  is  n't  proposed 
to  put  a  stand  pipe  in.  Then  why  call  for  the 
passage  of  this  order.  It  calls  for  an  appropriation  of 
money  and  if  the  pipes  are  not  necessary  I  shall  not 
vote  for  it.  Perhaps  I  don't  understand  the  gentle- 
man aright,  and  if  "so  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  or- 
der further  explained. 


Mr.  Caton— The  standpipes  are  already  in,  and  the 
appropriation  is  to  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  Shaw— Now  I  have  reached  the  point.  I  knew 
it  all  before.  [Laughter.]  If  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  are  to  expend  five  hundred  or  a  thou- 
sand dollars,  we  should  like  to  know  it.  I  presume 
the  gentleman  is  right.  I  undertake  to  say  that 
this  pipe  was  put  in  without  any  authority. 
The  committee  has  no  right  to  expend 
money  on  any  building  without  authority.  This  is  not 
the  first  instance.  It  was  asked,  a  few  months  ago, 
that  a  certain  sum  of  money  should  be  expended  for 
repairing  the  fire  boat.  Long  before  that  matter  was 
brought  into  this  room  that  boat  had  been  put  on  the 
stocks  and  a  large  amount  of  money  had  been  ex- 
pended, and  that  without  any  authority.  If  the  com- 
mittees of  this  Government  have  inaugurated  this 
system  of  expending  money  without  orders  from  this 
council  it  is  time  that  we  knew  it.  I  went  over  to 
see  that  fire  boat  and  was  told  that  seventeen  hun- 
dred dollars  had  been  expended  on  it.  At  the  next 
meeting  an  oraer  was  brought  in  here  to  pay 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars, 
instead  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  That  is  the 
way  the  city's  money  is  spent.  I  lay  this  to  no  man's 
door.  It  is  the  custom  to  go  ahead  and  make  con- 
tracts for  a  considerable  amount  of  money  without 
any  authority.  I  rose  to  ask  this  question  to  see  if  I 
was  right.  I  saw  this  stand  pipe  in  the  City  Hall.  If 
this  is'to  be  the  rule,  why  may  not  other  committees 
go  ahead  and  spend  a  thousand  dollars  or  more?  If 
the  committees  make  the  expenditures,  the  city  is 
bound  to  pay  them — that  is  the  argument  made- 
here.  And  yet  this  matter  is  done  without 
any  authority.  If  this  expense  is  incurred 
without  any  authority,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  it  will  be  repaid,  tjut  I  say  it  is  a  very  bad 
precedent — one  which  should  not  be  repeated. 

There  are  propositions  which  come  here  day  after 
day  on  the  same  principle  as  this,  and  we  know  not 
where  we  are  going  to  land.  lam  not  opposed  to 
any  expenditure  for  the  protection  of  the  property 
of  the  city,  but  I  want  each  member  to  have  the  right 
to  say  whether  he  is  in  favor  of  it  or  opposed  to  it. 
It  is  the  priuciijle  I  am  contending  against.  It 
is  a  wiong  principle.  It  is  n't  right  under  any 
consideration.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  gentle- 
man in  this  Board  who  will  say  that  it  is  right. 
We  have  had  the  opportunity,  time  and  again, 
to  pass  upon  this  very  expenditure.  Why  was  n't 
it  proposed  before  the  expense  was  incurred?  I 
have  risen  to  make  this  inquiry  tha*"  it  may  be  un- 
derstood that  members  of  the  City  Government  make 
these  expenditures  without  any  authority.  I  am  op- 
posed to  that  and  shall  always  be  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Caton — If  1  remember  rightly,  when  this  mat- 
ter came  up  before  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, it  was  argued  by  the  members  on  the  part  of 
the  Aldermen  that  tlie  committee  had  the  right  to 
do  anything  for  the  preservation  of  public  buildings. 
I  always  supposed  they  had  the  right  to  do  so. 

The  order' was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  STREET  COMMISSIONERS. 

In  response  to  the  order  of  the  Council  of  May  26, 
the  Street  Commissioners  reported  that  their  esti- 
mate, in  gross,  of  extending  Eustis  street  to  Maga- 
zine street,  was  seventeen  thousand  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. A  plan  for  widening  Magazine  street  and  ex- 
tending it  as  suggested  in  the  order,  to  Dudley  street, 
has  been  prepared,  and  estimates  in  detail  of  the 
cost  of  that  improvement  will  be  furnished  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  made  ready  to  accompany  an  order 
for  that  purpose  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
concurrence. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  up. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in  response  to 
an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  July  17,  submitted 
their  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  and  extending 
Payette  court  to  Tremont  street  as  $375,000,  and  for 
extending  Hayward  place,  by  the  way  of  Exeter  and 
Rowe  places,  to  Kingston  street,  as  .$2.32,000.  These 
tSgures  are  based  upon  the  supposition  that  the  abut- 
ters upon  the  various  courts,  places  and  alleys  that 
would  be  absorbed  in  the  above  extensions  would 
convey  the  land  in  them  to  the  city  at  no  cost,  ex- 
cept Payette  court. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  M-'ard  5,  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

PETITION  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  presented  the  petition 
of  Cummings  &  Carlisle  for  leave  to  use  basement  of 
brick  building,  erected  by  Ihcm  on  Alliany  street  on 
land  purchased  of  the  city,  for  a  blacksmith  and  ma- 
chine-shop purjjoses.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 
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BEOKGANIZATION  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPABTMENT, 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  presented  a  report  from  the 
minority  of  tlie  Joini.  Special  Committee  on  the  Re- 
organization of  the  Fire  Department,  it  being  an  or- 
dinance for  the  !-ame.  On  his  motion  it  was  laid  on 
the  table  to  be  printed.  The  amendments  to  the 
present  ordinance  are  as  follows: 

Section  1  is  amended  by  placing  the  department 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  instead 
of  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  City  Council. 

Section  3  is  amended  as  follows:  The  Mayor  shall 
annually,  on  the  first  Monday  of  February,  nominate 
to  the  City  Council,  and  by  the  approval  thereof  ex- 
pressed by  the  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches,  ap- 
point a  Chief-Engineer  and  a  Superintendent  of  Con- 
struction and  Kepairs. 

Section  4.  (The  rules  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 
are  made  subject  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.) 

Section  8.  (Amended  by  adding  the  words) — A 
failure  to  make  said  report  as  above  directed  shall 
render  said  Chief-Engineer  ineligible  to  reappoint- 
ment, unless  confirmed  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote  of  two- 
thirds  therefor. 

Section  11.  (The  following  is  substituted):  The 
engineer  in  command  at  a  fire  shall  have  the  power 
to  adjudge  upon  the  necessity  of  pulling  down  and 
demolishing  buildings  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
fires,  and  have  authority  to  pull  down  and  destroy 
them  accordingly. 

Section  24.  (Amended  by  allowing  members  of 
the  companies  to  be  nominated  by  the  Board  of 
Engineers  and  confirmed  by  the  Aldermen. 

Section  ;30.  (Amended  as  follows):  All  the  officers 
and  members  of  companies  shall  be  nominated  annu- 
ally, or  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs,  by  the  Board  of 
Engineers  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Section  4:1  (The  following  is  substituted):  No 
company  shall  have  power  to  appoint  or  discharge 
an  officer  or  member. 

Section  49.  (The  following  is  substituted): 
The  Mayor  shall,  annually,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  February,  nominate  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  by  the  approval  of  said  Board,  appoint 
a  fire  marshal  and  an  assistant  fire  marshal,  with  the 
rank  and  pay,  respectively,  of  captain  and  first 
lieutenant  of  police,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend 
fires,  examine  and  make  report  of  their  origin, 
prevent  theft,  preserve  order,  and  take  all  necessary 
measures  to  secure  to  the  Fire  Department  all 
necessary  facilities  in  the  extinguishment  of  fires. 
Said  marshals  shall,  according  to  rank,  have  com- 
mand over  all  the  police  present  at  lires,  and  not 
actively  engaged  during  the  presence  of  an  engineer 
in  putting  out  fires.  There  shall  be  placed  in  each 
police  station  two  or  more  pieces  of  Clark's  linen 
hose,  similar  to  those  now  attached  to  the  stand  pipe 
in  the  City  Hall,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  each 
in  length,  with  couplings  fitting  the  hydrants,  and 
with  stop  valves  near  the  nozzles;  and,  also,  two  or 
more  small  hand  engines  or  Johnson  pumps,  and 
with  suitable  buckets,  and  upon  an  alarm  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  suclt  members  of  the  police  as  may  be 
selected  for  that  service  to  repair  therewith  to  the 
place  where  the  fire  may  be,  and  there  use  their  best 
skill  and  power  to  extinguish  the  fire;  said  police- 
men, while  thus  engaged,  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  engineer,  if  present,  otherwise,  under  the 
direction  of  the  fire  marshal. 

Section  58.  (A  new  one.)  The  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  Fire  Department,  printed  in  the  revised  ordi- 
nances, adopted  the  31st  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1869,  and  all  amendments  and  additions  thereto,  are 
hereby  repealed,  said  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the 
reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department  as  herein 
printed.; 

SCHOOLHOUSE   ON   THE   BACK  BAY. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  were 
passed  the  orders  for  erection  of  pr'mary  school- 
house,  corner  of  Newbury  and  Exeter  streets;  and 
for  a  loan  of  $40,000  to  be  applied  for  same. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  question  recurring 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider — 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  said,  I  remember,  sir,  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was  speaking  with  ref- 
erence to  the  filling  in  of  the  South  Boston  flats,  he 
alluded  in  terms  that  struck  me  very  forcibly,  to  the 
difficulty  that  outlying  wards  had  in  securing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council  to  improvements  within  their 
own  limits. 

I  thought  at  the  time  of  the  desire  e.nch  member  had 
to  secure  fair  play  for  his  locality,  and  that  wards 
farthest  from  the  centre  of  the  city  received  more  at- 
tention than  many  others  nearer.  The  history  of 
this  attempt  to  get  a  schoolhonse  in  Ward  (i  seemed 
to  be  so.  There  is  no  schoolhonse  on  the  Back  Bay 
within  two  miles  of  the  centre.     An  order  was  passed 


through  the  School  Committee  to  obtain  a  lot  of 
land  on  the  corner  of  Marlborough  and  Fairfield 
streets  for  the  erection  of  a  primary  schoolhonse. 
The  committee,  after  some  effort,  made  arrangements 
for  a  lot  suitable  for  that  purpose.  After  the  order 
passed  the  Aldermen  and  was  before  this  body  for 
action,  a  rem-justrance  was  set  on  foot  by  some  peo- 
ple in  the  neighborhood  who  thought  that  their 
back  doors  -would  be  troubled  by  the  children.  It 
was  said  at  the  time  that  a  better  lot  could  be  ob- 
tained. We  tried  to  get  it  and  could  not.  We  then 
went  to  what  seemed  to  be  the  next  best  lot,  and  we 
have  purchased  this  one.  Then  came  the  building  of 
the  schoolhonse.  The  order  passed  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  without  any  opposition  and  then  passed 
here  with  not  a  dissenting  vote.  That  was  done  at  the 
last  meeting  before  our  adjournment  for  the  summer. 
Because  I  did  not  move  m  reconsider  at  that  meeting, 
when  it  would  have  been  defeated,  some  one  else  has 
done  so  since  and  all  the  driving  of  piles  and  making 
of  plans  has  been  delayed.  It  seems  to  me  some- 
what strange  that  Ward  (i,  which  pays  twice  as  much 
tax  as  any  other  ward  in  the  city  except  two,  should 
not  be  able  to  get  a  small  primary  schoolhouse  down 
on  the  Back  Bay.  It  is  said  that  the  children  can't 
be  found  who  would  go  to  it.  I  don't  know  how 
they  will  know  that  until  it  can  be  tried.  I  have 
been  told  that  if  you  erect  a  schoolhouse  there 
children  will  be  sent  to  it.  At  present  we 
have  only  one  room,  and  that  is  so  crowded 
that  several  children  have  been  turned  away.  A 
matter  which  has  received  as  careful  attention  as 
this  should  not  be  delayed  any  longer.  It  is  no  more 
than  due  to  our  ward  to  pass  this  order  and  have  the 
work  proceed  as  rapidly  as  it  can.  I  have  asked  the 
cost,  and  if  there  is  any  risk  of  our  coming  here  for 
more  money,  and  Mr.  Tucker  said  there  was  not.  We 
don't  ask  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  now,  because 
we  don't  think  we  can  fill  it.   - 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
lays  a  great  deal  of  stress  on  the  delay  which  the 
motion  to  reconsider  has  made  in  the  erection  of  this 
schoolhouse.  I  think  he  is  much  mistaken.  I  went  down 
to  this  land  some  six  weeks  ago,  and  it  was  about 
half  under  water,  and  half  occupied  by  Munson's 
railroad  track.  I  am  certainly  willing  to  vote  for  a 
schoolhouse  in  Ward  b,  as  soon  as  they  can  show  any 
need  of  it.  This  matter  is  before  the  Committee  on 
Schoolhouses  of  the  School  Board,  and  they  are  the 
proper  persons  to  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  or 
not.  They  have  also  under  consideration  the  subject 
of  redistricting  the  whole  of  that. part  of  the  city.  I 
know  there  are  several  persons  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  who  desire  a  schoolhouse  there,  but 
whether  there  are  enough  children  to  fill  it 
is  not  known.  I  have  no  desire  to  defeat  this 
except  to  keep  it  on  the  table,  or  in  some  position 
until  we  can  be  sure  that  there  is  some  need  of  this 
building  at  the  present  time.  It  may  be  found  that  ■ 
the  Primary  Schoolhouse  may  not  be  the  best  one  to 
build  and  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until  we  hear 
something  definite. 

Mr.  Holmes — As  for  assurance  that  this  is  needed 
I  know  of  nothing  further  that  Ward  6  can  give. 
Parents  have  given  assurance  that  they  will  send 
their  children  to  school.  As  for  the  order  being  be- 
fore the  School  Committee,  all  I  have  to  say  is  It 
was  before  them  two  years  ago  and  this  order  re- 
questing us  to  buy  this  piece  of  land  was  passed. 

Mr.  Page — Last  year  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
whem  this  question  came  up.  If  I  remember  aright 
there  was  just  one  man  who  took  a  particular  interest 
in  this  matter,  and  this  gentleman  has  asked  the  com- 
mittee this  year  to  give  a  hearing  on  this  subject 
again.  That  hearing  lias  not  been  given,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  wait.  I  don't  see 
how  anything  can  be  done  at  present  as  the  land  is 
situated  on  a  marsh. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

CANNON  FIRING   ON  THE   COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  the  reports  and 
an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  discharge  of  cannon 
upon  the  Common  or  public  grounds  (City  Doc.  No. 
9;i,  1873),  were  taken  from  the  table. 

On  the  question  of  giving  the  ordinance  a  second 
reading,  Mr.  Dacey  said— 

I  am  obliged  to  differ  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  in  regard  tj  discharging 
cannon  on  the  Common  and  in  regard  to  taking  the 
authority  to  give  permits  from  the  Mayor  and  giving 
it  to  the  Aldermen.  There  never  has  been  any  com- 
plaint from  persons  on  Tremont  street.  The  major- 
ity of  the  committee  say  that  the  firing  of  cannon  on 
the  Common  is  injurious  to  health,  yet  the  commit- 
tee say  people  will  be  willing  to  endure  it  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  and  Seventeenth  of  June.  I  don't 
think  it  should  be  taken  from  the  Mayor,  who  Is  just 
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as  well  able  to  bear  the  responsibility  as  we  are.  I 
don't  believe  in  so  much  red  tape,  and  I  don't  believe 
that  a  citizen  should  have  to  come  here  when  he 
wants  to  use  the  Common  for  that  purpose.  1  move 
to  substitute  the  minority  report  (which  recommends 
that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  order)  for  that  of  the 
majority. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  don't  consider  this  order  of 
very  great  importance.  It  is  perfectly  right  and 
should  be  passed.  On  the  whole  I  think  this  firing  of 
cannon  on  the  Common  had  better  be  dispensed  with. 
If  it  does  no  harm  to  fire  on  the  Fourth  of  July  and 
the  Seventeenth  of  June  it  does  no  harm  at  any  other 
time.  I  should  be  willing  to  vote  for  this  ordinance 
and  I  hope  the  majority  report  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Dacey— I  think  that  when  the  majority  of  a 
committee  bring  in  au  ordinance  like  this  they  should 
bring  in  some  good  reasons  for  it.  I  want  to  ask  if 
there  is  any  good  reason  for  taking  the  power  to  issue 
permits  from  the  Mayor  and  giving  it  to  the  Al- 
dermen. 

Mr.  West — If  the  Mayor  grants  permission  to  one 
partv  he  must  perforce  grant  it  to  others.  If  it  goes 
to  the  City  Government  there  will  be  no  personal 
feeling  about  it. 

Mr.  Dacey's  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for 
the  majority  report  prevailed,  and  the  report  as 
amended  was  accepted. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Dacey  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote,  hoping  that  it  would  not  prevail.  The  motion 
was  rejected. 

COMPENSATION   TO   A   FIREMAN. 

Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  James  S.  King  a  membei  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment and  attached  to  Engine  Company  ISo.  10, 
was  seriously  injured  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty- 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  James 
S.  King  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  on  account 
of  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6— Before  voting  I  should 
like  to  hear  more  of  the  history  of  this  case— how  it 
occurred  and  what  it  amounts  to. 

Mr.  Burt— He  was  injured  about  the  first  of  May, 
so  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  remain  in  the  City 
Hospital  ever  since,  and  will  not  be  able  to  do  any- 
thing for  some  months  to  come.  He  is  injured  in  the 
left  leg  and  foot  very  badly.  The  order  was  passed 
to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr.  Burt  asked  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  that  it  might  be  passed. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1—1  would  like  to  ask  the  Chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  that  order,  if 
that  money  should  not  come  from  the  amount  allow- 
ed to  be  appropriated  by  law,  and  not  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Burt — It  comes  from  the  three  thousand  dollars 
appropriated  for  this  purpose  by  the  Council.  If 
they  use  more  than  that  they  have  to  ask  for  more. 

Mr.  Pease— I  don't  think  it  should  be  taken  from 
the  regular  appropriation.  The  City  Council  allows 
three  thousand  dollars  for  firemen  who  are  injured 
while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Mr,  Burt— My  impression  is  that  the  especial  ap- 
propriation of  $3000  is  set  aside  for  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  for  such  purposes. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  order  wap  passed. 

THE   MATHER  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Order  to  cancel  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather  School- 
house  provided  it  can  be  done  by  payment  of  expens- 
es incurred  by  the  purchaser,  which  came  from  the  Al- 
dermen, passed,  was  refused  a  second  reading  by  the 
Council. 

Subsequently  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  moved  to  reuun- 
sidcr  the  vote. 

Mr.  West— My  object  is  that  the  order  may  be  pass- 
ed to  a  second  reading,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  order  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  hope  the  order  will  take  its 
final  reading  this  evening.  1  think  this  Council  has 
voted  money  enough  for  schoolhouses  to  have  this 
one  remain  where  it  is.  That  house  could  not  be 
built  for  $1.5,000.  The  gentleman  who  bought  it  for 
$800  is  willing  to  give  up  bis  claim  by  the  city  pay- 
ing him  the  expenses  that  he  has  been  to.  It  was 
rather  a  loose  trade  to  sell  the  building  for  $800.  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  order  will  lay 
over  until  the  next  meeting,  to  let  the  menibers  Iook 
into  the  matter.  If  l  understand  it,  ir,  is  an  old  build- 
ing, right  in  the  shadow  of  the  new  one.  If  the 
building  is  worth  $1.5,000  the  purchaser  is  foolish  to 
give  up  his  trade. 


Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  order  will  b^  laid 
over,  as  it  was  on  that  condition  that  I  moved  to 
reconsider.  I  understand  the  expenses  are  four  or 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  that  was  what  I  wanted  to 
ascertain. 

The  order  was  laid  over. 

THE  POET  HILL  WHARF  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  to  reconsider  the  order 
passed  the  last  meeting,  to  pay  $160,000  to  W.  R. 
Clark  for  the  Fort  Hill  wharf  property.  Mr.  Shaw 
proceeded  to  give  his  reasons  for  making  this  mo- 
tion. What  he  stated  at  the  last  meeting  was  from  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the  property,  and 
from  the  impression  that  the  price  was  an  inordinate 
one.  He  had  talked  with  some  gentlemen  who 
are  more  familiar  with  the  property  than  he, 
and  held  in  his  hand  the  valuation  of  the 
property  for  the  previous  three  years.  This  wharf, 
now  the  property  of  W.  R.  Clark,  contains  2^000 
feet.  In  1871  it  was  taxed  for  $2  63  per  foot, 
or  $58,000,  and  the  building  for  $7000;  in  1872, 
for  $3  per  foot,  making  $66,000  for  the  wharf  and 
$7000  more  for  the  building.  This  year,  on  the 
1st  of  May,  three  or  four  months  ago,  it  was  taxed  at 
$5  per  foot,  making  $110,000,  which,  with  the  build- 
ing at  $15,000,  will  make  an  aggregate  of  $12.5,000. 
Fow  we  are  at  the  1st  of  September,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  $160,000  for  that  property.  The 
wharf  directly  on  the  north  is  Packard's,  taxed 
in  1873  at  $2  3714  per  foot;  this  year  the  same  proper- 
ty is  taxed  at  one-eighth  less  than  that,  making  an 
aggregate  of  $50,000,  for  which  sum  it  has  been  sold. 
Now  take  Snow's  wharf,  which  in  1872  was  taxed  at 
,$2  25  per  foot,  and  this  year  at  $3.  The  wharf  of  the 
James  Otis  heirs  was  taxed  at  $2  25  in  1872,  and  $3  this 
year.  Pierson's  wharf  last  year  was  taxed  at  $2  70, 
this  year  at  $2  50;  Power's  wharf  last  year  $1  75,  this 
year  $2.50.  Poster's  wharf,  in  1872,  at  $1  75;  in  1873  at 
$2  70.  Rowe's  wharf,  the  best  of  the  whole,  in  compar- 
ison with  Clark's  and  Rowe's  is  taxed  at  $3  this  year. 
Litchfield's  wharf,  adjoining  this  very  property,"  was 
taxed  in  1872  at  $2  25  per  foot,  this  year  at  less  than 
$3.  Batchelder's  wharf  is  assessed  at  $3  per  foot; 
Dolbeare's  at  $2  25;  Prescott  &  Chapin's  at  $3,  last 
year  $2  .50;  Liverpool  at  $2  25,  last  year  at  $2.  Mr. 
Shaw  claimed  that  these  figures  sustained  his  previous 
statements,  and,  as  he  said  before,  if  the  citv  has  n't 
got  committees  shaip  enough  to  make  good  bargains, 
they  had  better  all  resign  and  go  home.  The  question 
is,  shall  the  city  pay  thirty-five  per  cent,  in  advance 
of  what  her  assessors  have  valued  property  three  or 
four  months  ago.  He  undertook  to  say  that  theprop- 
ertjf  could  be  bought  for  what  it  is  appraisea  for 
business  purposes.  If  W.  R.  Clark  is  a  sharp  man, 
and  comes  to  the  City  Hall  and  makes  sharp 
bargains,  is  that  any  "reason  why  the  city  of 
Boston  should  succumb  to  him  or  anybody  else? 

Mr.  Shaw  contended  that  if  a  business  man  would 
con.sent  to  pay  such  a  price  for  that  property  he 
would  be  consigned  to  the  Insane  Asylum  at  South 
Boston.  If  those  who  have  the  making  of  bargains 
for  the  city  are  not  competent  they  had  better  re- 
sign 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  don't  know  whether  the 
gentleman  intended  it  or  not,  but  it  appears  to  me 
mat  his  array  of  facts  and  figures  are  intended  as  a 
censure  upon  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  had  no  intention  of  censuring  any 
one. 

Mr.  Burditt— I  don't  know  whether  there  is  any- 
thing in  the  value  of  the  property  to  make  it  worth 
five  dollars  a  foot.  I  do  know,  however,  that  the 
whole  matter  was  fairly  considered  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  and  their  attention  was  called  to  it  by 
the  Street  Commissioners.  It  was  shown  very  clearly 
that  we  should  need  that  property  some  time.  The 
Street  Commissioners  had  awarded  some  $50,000  for 
the  land  taken  in  the  widening  of  Broad  street.  We 
should  have  to  pay  that  anyhow.  I  am  not  aware 
that  a  man  is  obliged  to  sell  for  what  his  property 
is  assessed  at,  and  we  must  expect  the  city  to 
pay  at  least  twency-five  per  cent,  more  than 
the  market  value  of  property.  Mr.  Claik  is 
not  anxious  to  make  this  trade.  The  wharf  will  be 
worth  much  more  when  the  street  is  widened.  He 
agrees  to  pay  the  city  seven  per  cent,  for  the  use  of 
the  property  until  the  street  is  widened,  and  I  don't 
see  that  the  city  is  going  to  lose  anything  on  the  orig- 
inal cost.  I  thiak  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  very  sound 
trade. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  happen  to  know  a  little 
something  about  real  estate  in  that  locality.  I  had 
the  manasrement  of  some  real  estate  opposite  Pack- 
ard's wharf  which  has  been  taxed  at  $6000  this 
year  and  I  sold  it  for  $11,600.  I  mention  this 
■  merely  to  show  how  little  you  can  tell  by 
going  to  the  Assessors  books.  '  I  suppose  Mr. 
Clark  is  going  to  make  some  money  out  of  his  wharf, 
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but  I  (ion't  think  $160,000  is  a  very  exorbitant  price. 
If  the  city  does  n't  take  it  he  will  get  permiseion  to 
extend  his  wharf;  then  the  city  will  have  to  pay  for 
the  improvements. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  think  the  gentleman  has 
admitted  all  that  I  claim.  The  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners have  already  refused  to  do  what  Mr. 
Clark  wishes.  They  will  never  give  him  the 
right  to  extend  his  wharf  and  they  ought  not 
to  do  so.  Is  Boston  Harbor  to  be  encroached  upon 
in  this  way?  Are  the  rights  of  commerce  to  be  "en- 
croached upon?  What  says  my  friend  of  Ward  16? 
Mr.  Shaw  then  alluded  to  another  insane  project, 
the  proposed  widening  of  Atlantic  avenue  another 
hundred  feet,  the  petition  for  which  he  had  seen. 
These  wharves  must  not  be  extended   to   the   detri- 


ment of  commerce.  Mr.  Shaw  did  n't  care  how 
much  money  Mr.  Clark  makes  out  of  this  wharf,  but 
gentlemen  had  n't  brought  a  single  argument  to  re- 
fute what  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  had  said.  Mr.  Shaw  con- 
cluded by  reiterating  his  statement  that  the  price 
was  too  larue,  and  hoped  that  each  member  would 
investigate  for  himself,  as  he  had  done.  He  hoped 
the    moti(m  would  prevail. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  think  the  city  ought  to 
pay  fair  prices  for  land,  but  it  is  n't  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  the  city  can  drive  as  sharp  bargains  as 
Individuals. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  don't  know  the  reason  why. 

The  Council  rejected  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    15,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  police  officers  without  pay — Charles  F.  Har- 
wood,  for  John  A.Andrew  Hall;  Isaiah  Wadlelgh, 
Jr.,  District  Telegraph  Co. ;  William  Blake,  for  the 
burnt  district. 

Weighers  of  coal — George  W.  Coney,  Charles  JI. 
Moseley. 

PETITIONS   PKESEN'lED   AND    REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings--W.  R.  Clark,  to  erect  wood- 
en building  on  Foster's  wharf  for  a  coal  elevator. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — Edward  F. 
Meany,  to  erect  wooden  building  on  Albany  and  Me- 
chanic street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Michael  Moore,  to  erect  wooden  stable  for 
eight  horses  on  First  street,  nearK  Street. 

D.  S.  Jordan,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

L.  C.  Chase,  to  occupy  brick  stable  on  Chardon, 
street,  near  No.  20. 

John  Morgan,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on  Kemble 
and  Girard  streets. 

To  the  Committea  on  Sewers — William  E.  Peckett 
and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Heath  and  Centre  streets; 

Albert  Brown,  for  a  new  sewer  in  Gouch  street. 
Order  of  notice  issued  for  hearing  next  Monday,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Luther  Adams  and  others,  that  the  sewer  in  Wash- 
ington street,  from  Summer  to  Bromfield  street, 
may  be  lowered.  Order  of  notice  issued  for  a  hear- 
ing next  Monday,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ferries— J.  T.  Blanchard  and 
other  police  officers,  to  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the 
ferries  free  of  toll. 

To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Armories — 
Company  F,  First  Regiment,  for  approval  of  armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims — John  Mullen,  to  be 
paid  for  Injury  to  his  horse  and  harness  on  Federal- 
street  Bridge,  on  September  12. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  this 
Board— James  B.  Aiken,  for  the  removal  of  two  trees 
from  Norfolk  street.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses — Remonstrance  of 
James  M.  Jacobs,  chairman  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee of  the  Second  Universalist  Society,  against  the 
establishment  or  continuance  of  hack  stands  on 
School  street,  against  the  estate  Nos.  24  to  32,  inclu- 
sive. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— James  J.  Grace  and 
68  others,  representing  that  the  condition  of  the  side- 
walk on  the  easterly  side  of  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Hayward  place  and  Essex  street,  is  injurious 
to  those  persons  doing  business  in  the  vicinity  and 
dangerous  to  pedestrians,  and  praying  that  the  above 
difficulties  may  be  obviated. 

Jacob  Bleiler  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on  Me- 
chanic street. 

Joseph  Forristall,Lto  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Chambers  street. 

George  F.  Davis  et  al.,  that  Warren  street,  from 
Washington  to  Dudley  street,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

Seth  Pettee,  trustee,  et  al.,  that  Chatham  row  be 
repaved  with  small  granite  blocks. 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Company,  to  place  steam 
pipes  under  Hawley  and  Franklin  streets. 

David  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  that  Meridian  street,  from 
Paris  to  Saratoga  street,  be  paved. 

James  Lynch  ei  a^.,  that  Ninth  street,  from  E  to 
Dorchester  street,  be  paved. 

Winthrop  Railroad  Company,  that  the  fence  on 
Saratoga  street,  over  Breed's  Island,  may  be  setback. 

School  Committee,  that  Cove  street  be  paved  from 
East  to  Beach  street,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bowditch 
Grammar  School. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  to  locate  tracks 
on  Beacon  street,  from  Gloucester  street  to  near 
Brighton  avenue. 

THE  POtTLTBT  TRADE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Nathan  Robbins  and 
seven  other  poultry  dealers  at  Faneuil-Hall  Market, 
representing  that  section  fourteen  of  the  city  ordi- 
nances in  relation  to  said  market,  passed  June  3, 


1859,  and  amended  May  18,  1866,  declares  that  "no 
poultry  shall  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale  in  said  mar- 
ket until  the  same  has  been  properly  dressed,  by 
removing  the  heads,  crops,  entrails  and  feathers"; 
that  large  quantities  of  poultry  shipped  to  this  city 
arrives  and  is  offered  for  sale,  and  sold,  without  hav- 
ing the  entrails,  crops  or  heads  removed;  and  if  said 
ordinance  is  observed  or  enforced  the  occupants  of  the 
poultry  stalls  in  said  market  do  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  purchase  and  sell  such  poultry,  or  to  com- 
pete with  poultry  dealers  doing  business  in  other 
markets  in  the  city,  or  with  the  established  provision 
stores  and  commission  houses;  that  the  result  of  tbe 
enforcement  of  said  ordinance  is  to  take  away  from 
said  market  many  other  kinds  of  produce  for  the 
reason  that  persons  sending  poultry  to  this  city 
generally  send  other  produce  with  it,  and  prefer  to 
send  all  their  goods  to  one  place,  and  the  goods  sent 
are  naturally  consigned  or  sold  to  such  parties  as 
have  a  legal  right  to  resell  or  dispose  of  the  same; 
that  much  of  tne  poultry  consumed  in  the  United 
States  is  raised  in  and  shipped  from  the  Canadas  be- 
fore the  heads,  entrails,  or  crops  are  removed,  and 
the  Canadians  are  obliged  to  send  their  poultry  to 
New  York  eity  and  other  places,  where  no  law  exists 
which  prohibits  any  person  from  selling  such  un- 
dressed poultry.  Wherefore  the  petitioners  pray 
that  said  ordinance  may  be  repealed,  or  so  far  modi- 
fied as  to  place  the  dealers  in  poultry  in  said  market 
on  an  equal  footing  with  merchants  in  the  same  busi- 
ness in  other  parts  of  the  city. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Markets. 

STATEMENT  FROM  THE  GERMAN  CONSUL. 

The  following  communication  was  received  and 
placed  on  file: 

Consulate  of  the  German  Empire,     | 
6  Oliver  street,  Boston,  Sept.  9,  1873.  j 

To  His  Honor  Mayor  Pierce :  Dear  Sir — In  my  let- 
ter of  August  28,  1873,  asking  for  better  protection  of 
life  and  property  in  Boston  Harbor,  I  took  the  fol- 
lowing positions: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  in  existence  in  this 
city  an  association  of  sailors'  boarding-house  keepers, 
one  of  whom,  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  this  office,  boasted 
that  they  would  get  the  best  of  us;  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  damage  these  boarding-house  keepers 
do  to  German  trade  by  enticing  seamen  to  desert,  is 
great,  etc.,  etc. 

I  have  had  occasion  since  then  to  satisfy  myself  that 
the  sailors'  boarding-house  keeper  had  no  warrant  to 
use  the  language  which  led  to  the  above  remarks; 
that  the  "Seamen's  Mutual  Benefit  Association"  does 
not  pursue  lawless  objects;  on  the  contrary,  that 
they  endeavor  to  repress  lawlessness  among  their 
members. 

I  cheerfully  make  the  above  statement  in  order  to 
correct  any  Wrong  impression  my  language  may  have 
given  of  the  objects  and  actions  of  the  "Seamen's 
Mutual  Benefit  Association."  As  my  first  letter  was 
laid  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  there  may 
have  created  a  false  impression,  I  would  respectfully 
ask  that  this  letter  be  sent  in  to  that  body  likevi  ise.  " 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully 
yours,  G.  A.  Schmitt,  Acting  Consul. 

SEWER     ASSESSMENTS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  submitted  state- 
ments of  sewer  a-sessments  as  follows:  Saratoga 
street,  between  Bremen  and  Swift  street,  total  cost 
$2666  05,  assessed  to  individuals  $1999  54;  Lexing- 
ton street,  between  Eagle  and  Prescott  streets,  total 
cost  $2198  94,  assessed  to  Individuals  $1649  21;  Vine 
street,  total  cost  $462  30,  assessed  to  individuals 
$324  23;  George  street,  total  cost  $846  22,  assessed 
to  individuals  $634  67;  JSawyer  street,  total  cost 
$494  29,  assessed  to  individuals  $370  72. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

THE   WATER   SUPPLY. 

The  following  communications  were  received  from 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  They  were  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water  and  ordered 
to  be  printed : 

Office  of  the  Cochituate  Board,  ) 
City  Hall,  Sept.  12,  1873.     ) 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston— By  the  direction  of 
this  board  I  inclose  the  ref  ort  and  plans  submitted  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Davis,City  Engineer,  to  whom  were  referred 
certain  questions  regarding  needed  changes  and  ad- 
ditions to  the  present  system  of  water  pipes,  detailed 
in  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  this  board 
June  16,  1873. 

The  "adequate  supply  of  water  for  all  necessary 
purposes,"  referred  to  in  the  order,  doubtless  refers 
to  an  adequate  supply  to  meet  such  conflagrations  as 
occurred  in  November  last,  as  the  present  system  of 
supply  is  ample  for  all  domestic  and  manufacturing 
purposes,  while  in  addition  it  furnishes  a  better  sup- 


SEPTEMBER       15 


1873. 


351 


ply  for  fire  purposes  than  is  possessed  by  any  other 
large  city  in  the  country. 

While  the  supply  for  fire  purposes  is  so  large  and 
generous,  still  it  will  be  wise,  perhaps,  to  incur  a 
reasonable  amount  of  expenditure  to  further  increase 
it,  so  that  no  just  cavil  or  criticism  can  be  made  as 
to  the  action  of  the  City  Government,  or  its  agents 
having  the  matter  more  particularly  in  charge.         .^ 

With  this  view  this  board  concurs  in  the  additions 
and  chanaes  which  are  more  particularly  recom- 
mended by  the  City  Engineer,  and  which  he  esti- 
mates will  cost  $380,000.  The  additional  improve- 
ments, costing  some  $334,000,  suggested  in  the  re- 
port, "to  further  augment  the  capacity  of  the  general 
system,"  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  may  be  safely 
left  to  a  future  day,  as  those  recommended  by  the 
City  Engineer,  and  mostly  determined  upon  by  this 
board,  seem  to  meet  all  the  reasonable  requirements 
of  the  present  time.  The  changes  and  improvements 
which  have  been  and  are  now  being  made  will  proba- 
bly exhaust  the  appropiiations  for  the  current  fiscal 
year;  and,  to  the  end  that  no  valuable  time  may  be 
lost  in  forwarding  the  needed  work,  this  board  rec- 
ommend a  special  appropriation  of  $250,000,  to  be 
expended  for  the  purchase  of  pipes  and  other  mate- 
rial, and  the  furtherance  of  suQh  needed  work  as  may 
be  done  before  the  cold  weather  closes  in  this  fall. 

The  annual  appropriations  for  this  department 
have  usually  been  made  so  late  in  the  spring  months 
that  much  valuable  time  is  lost  before  the  pipe  con- 
tracts are  made  and  the  delivery  commences.  If 
contracts  were  made  in  the  autumn,  the  pipes  could 
be  made  in  the  winter  months  and  shipped  here 
ready  for  use  as  soon  as  navigation  opens,  and  prob- 
ably better  terms  could  be  made  with  the  manufact- 
urers. Some  $200,000  of  the  appropriations  asked 
for  will  be  needed  for  pipes  and  fixtures,  and  the 
balance  may  be  judiciously  used  for  work  already  de- 
termined upon,  should  the  season  remain  open  as 
late  as  it  sometimes  does. 

This  communication  has  been  withheld  for  some 
little  time,  from  some  considerations  afl'ecting  the 
proposed  substitution  of  salt  water  for  fire  purposes 
in  certain  sections  of  the  city,  by  an  independent  sys- 
tem of  pumping  works.  As  this  is  a  very  important 
matter,  and  one  requiring  careful  consideration,  and 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  quite  recently  passed 
an  order  requiring  a  special  report  upon  it,  it  will  be 
best  to  wait  until  the  question  is  more  carefully  in- 
vestigated before  a  definite  opinion  is  given  upon  the 
matter.  Whether  the  new  pumping  system  is  ade- 
quate or  not,  still  the  appropriation  recommended  by 
this  board  is  very  desirable,  should  the  City  Council 
agree  with  the  suggestions  submitted  by  the  City  En- 
gineer. 

For  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

John  A.  Haven,  President. 

City  Engineer's  Office,  City  Hall,  | 
Boston,  August  16,  1873.     j 

John  A.  Haven,  Esq.,  President  Cochituate  Water 
Board  :  Sir— The  following  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil was  referred  to  me  for  a  report,  by  your  board,  on 
June  19: 

"In  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  16,  187.3. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  reoort  to  the  City  Council,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  what  alterations  in  and  additions 
to  the  present  system  of  water  pipes  and  hydrants 
would  be  required  to  render  them  of  such  capacity  as 
would  afford  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  all 
necessary  purposes;  to  include  the  number  and  kind 
of  hydrants,  size  and  quantity  of  pipes,  and  cost,  in- 
cluding expense  of  laying  the  same;  1st,  for  the  city 
proper;  2d.  for  South  and  East  Boston;  3d,  for  Rox- 
bury  and  Dorchester.  Also,  what  portions  of  the 
work  could  be  completed  during  the  present  year, 
and  whether  any  alrlitional  appropriation  for  the 
same  would  be  needed." 

Before  giving  the  estimates  of  quantities  and  cost 
that  have  been  prepared  in  answer  to  the  above  or- 
der, I  desire  to  call  attention  to  certain  alterations 
and  extensions  of  the  existing  system  of  distribut- 
ing mains  and  pipes,  that  have  already  been  either 
determined  upon  by  your  board  or  recommended  to 
it  for  adoption. 

A  plan  for  repiping  the  "burnt  district"  was  sub- 
mitted and  approved  early  this  year,  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $85,000  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  work  re- 
quired has  been  made  by  the  City  Council. 

Since  then  your  boara  has  decided  to  make  a  num- 
ber of  changes  and  additions  in  other  parts  of  the 
pipe  system,  viz.,  to  lay  a  12-inch  main  from  Tremont 
street,  through  Dover  and  Fifth  streets,  to  the  South 
Boston  high-service  districtr  to  lay  a  16-inch  pipe  the 
entire  length  of  North  Charles  street;  to  lay  a  12-inch 
pipe  in  Washington  street,  from  Boylston  to  Sum- 
mer; to  connect  one  with  another  various  lines  of  12- 
inch  pines  which  now  terminate  with  "dead  ends"; 


to  replace  in  a  number  of  streets  and  places  6  and  4 
inch  pipes  by  8-inch,  and  at  other  points  to  replace  4- 
inch  pipes  by  6-inch.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
work  is  $78,000. 

Other  changes  which  were  recommended  to  the 
Water  Board,  either  verbally  or  in  the  May  report  of 
the  City  Engineer,  are  now  under  consideration. 
These  are,  to  lay  a  20-inch  high-service  main  from 
the  pumping  works  to  Dover  street,  and  a  16-inch 
main  from  Dover  street  to  the  Common,  there  to  con- 
nect with  the  16-inch  pipe  lately  laid  across  the  Com- 
mon and  through  Joy  street  to  Mount  Vernon;  to  lay 
a  16-inch  pipe  on  Tremont  street,  from  Boylston  to 
School;  to  lay  12-inch  pipes  in  the  following-named 
streets:  Temple  place  from  Tremont  to  Washington, 
Cornhill  from  Court  to  Washington,  Hanover  street 
from  Court  to  Union,  Commercial  street  from  Prince 
to  Fleet,  Beach  street  from  Washington  to  Federal, 
South  street  from  Beach  to  Albany,  Albany  street 
from  Way  to  Dover,  Dorchester  street  from  First  to 
Second,  First  street  from  Dorchester  to  O,  O  street 
from  First  to  Fourth,  and  Granite  street  from  Second 
to  Mount  Washington  avenue;  to  lay  8-inch  pipes  in 
Salem,  Essex  and  other  streets,  and  to  lay  6-inch  pipes 
at  various  places — as  on  the  wharves,  to  replace  those 
of  4-inch  diameter.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  work 
is  $220,000. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  changes  and  ex- 
tensions which  should  be  made  at  an  early  day  in 
East  Boston,  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  such  as  to  lay 
12-inch  pipes  in  Meridian  and  Marginal  streets,  and 
in  Blue  Hill  avenue;  to  extend  the  24-inch  low-ser- 
vice main  from  Upham's  Corner  to  Field's  Corner, 
and  to  lay  8-inch  pipes  in  a  number  of  streets.  The 
estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  $91,000. 

The  total  amount  of  the  above  estimates  is  $474,- 
000,  from  which  is  to  be  deducted  the  $85,000  already 
appropriated.  This  leaves  $389,000  as  the  amount  of 
a  further  appropriation  required  to  cover  the  cost  of 
the  proposed  work. 

Of  this  amount  about  $190,000  is  for  new  mains  and 
extensions,  which  should  be  laid  within  a  year  or 
two,  at  the  latest,  to  provide  for  the  natural  increase 
in  the  daily  consumption  of  water.  The  12-inch  high- 
service  main  for  South  Boston,  the  cost  of  which  is 
included  in  the  above  estimate,  is  now  being  laid,  at 
an  expense  of  about  $40,000. 

The  order  of  the  City  Council,  in  answer  to  which 
this  report  is  made,  requires  that  there  shall  be  pro- 
posed such  alterations  in  and  additions  to  the  present 
system  of  water  pipes  and  hydrants  as  will  render 
them  of  capacity  to  afford  "an  adequate  supply  of 
water  for  all  necessary  purposes." 

The  machines  now  m  use  for  extinguishing  fires 
necessitate  for  their  supply  the  delivery  of  large 
volumes  of  water  within  small  areas.  The  present 
tendency  is  not  only  to  increase  the  number  of  en- 
gines that  are  brought  into  action  at  a  single  fire,  but 
also  to  employ  more  powerful  ones. 

Experience  shows  that  conflagrations  of  great 
magnitude  may  be  caused  by  the  burning  of  low 
buildings  or  dwellings,  as  well  as  by  tne  burning  of 
larger  and-  higher  ones,  used  for  business  purposes. 

It  therefore  follows  that  to  furnish  an  adequate 
supply  for  all  necessary  purposes,  a  capacity  of  pipes 
must  be  provided  that  will  deliver  very  large  volumes 
of  water  at  any  point  of  the  city  which  is,  or  which 
may  soon  be,  thickly  built  upon. 

Without  fixing  upon  a  definite  quantity  of  water  to 
be  delivered  in  a  given  time  within  a  given  area,  I 
have  endeavored  to  so  augment  the  general  capacity 
of  the  pipe  system,  by  providing  new  or  enlarged 
feeders  to  the  smaller  pipes,  and  by  cutting  the  latter 
into  short  lengths,  that  a  very  liberal  supply  may  be 
delivered  at  all  points  within  the  range  of  the  dis- 
tributing pipes. 

The  accompanying  plans  of  Boston  proper.  South 
Boston  and  East  Boston,  and  the  following  schedule 
will  show  the  alterations  and  additions  proposed  for 
this  purpose: 

Roxbury  Low  Service. 

To  lay  570  feet  12-inch  pipe  in  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
from  Stafford  to  Woodville  square. 

To  lay  2900  feet  12-inch  pipe  in  Putnam  and  Cabot 
streets,  from  Dudley  to  Ruggles  street. 

To  lay  1160  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Hammond  park, 
from  Tremont  street  to  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  lay  550  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Ball  street,  from 
Washington  street  to  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  lay  8.50  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Winslow  street,  from 
Dudley  to  Eustis  street. 

To  lay  600  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Dunlow  street,  from 
Elmwood  to  Dudley  street. 

To  lay  440  feet  8-iuch  pipe  in  Elmwood  street,  from 
King  to  Clay  street. 

To  lay  330  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Clay  street,  from 
Elmwood  to  Tremont  street. 

To  lay  260  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Bumstead  lane,  from 
Conant  street  to  Longwood  avenue. 
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To  lay  630  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Vine  street,  from 
Mount  Pleasant  avenue  to  Dudley  street. 

To  lay  720  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Pairland  street,  from 
Mount  Pleasant  avenue  to  Moreland  street. 

To  lay  350  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Cleveland  street,  from 
Winthrop  to  Moreland  street. 

To  lay  930  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Moreland  street,  from 
Fairland  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

To  lay  600  feet  8-inch  pipe  in  Alaska  street,  from 
Perrin  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

To  lay  260  feet  6-inch  pipe  in  Cunard  street,  from 
Cabot  to  Tremont  street. 

To  set  6  Lowry  hydrants. 

Eoxbury  High  Service. 

To  lay  1500  feet  12-inch  pipe  in  Highland  court, 
from  Fort  avenue  to  Norfolk  street. 

To  lay  1200  feet  12-inch  pipe  in  St.  James  street, 
from  Shawmiit  avenue  to  Warren  street. 
Dorchester. 

To  lay  2300  feet  of  24-inch  pipe  in  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, from  Adams  to  Pleasant  street. 

To  lay  1870  feet  of  24-inch  pipe  in  Pleasant  street, 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Stoughton  street. 

To  lay  1450  feet  of  25-iuch  pipe  in  Stoughton  street, 
from  Pleasant  to  Boston  street. 

The  estimates  of  quantities  are  as  follows: 

Boston  Proper. 

9260  lineal  feet  of  20-iuch  pipe. 

7180  lineal  feet  of  16-inch  pipe. 

27,380  lineal  feet  of  12-inch  pipe. 

32,710  lineal  feet  of  8-inch  pipe. 

28,980  lineal  feet  of  6-inch  pipe. 

310  Lowry  hydrants. 

(Part  of  the  above  20-inch  pipe  intended  for  the 
Beacon  Hill  and  South  Boston  high  service  is  to  be 
laid  in  Roxbury.) 

SovtJi  and  East  Boston. 
45,640  lineal  feet  of  12-inch  pipe. 
17,600  lineal  feet  of  8-inch  pipe. 
10,880  lineal  feet. of  6-inch  pipe. 
224  Lowry  hydrants. 

Eoxbury  and  Dorchester. 

5620  lineal  feet  of  24-inch  pipe. 

6170  lineal  feet  of  12-iEch  pipe. 

7420  lineal  feet  of  8-inch  pipe. 

260  lineal  feet  of  6-inch  pipe. 

6  Lowry  hydrants. 

The  estimates  of  cost  are  as  follows: 
First— Boston  Proper. 

Pipes  laid,  iucluding  gates  and  specials $32.5,249  00 

Hydrants,  on  old  and  new  pipes 45,290  00 

House-service  pipes 83,500  00 

Total $404,039  00 

Second— South  and  East  Boston. 

Pipes  laid,  including  gates  and  specials $214,530  00 

Hydrants,  on  old  and  new  pipes 29,580  00 

House-service  pipes 23,900  00 

Total $268,000  00 

Third— Roxhury  and  Dorchester. 

Pipes  laid,  including  gates  and  specials $86,000  00 

Hydrants,  on  new  pipes 60(i  00 

House-service  pipes 4,500  00 

Kock  excavation 10,000  OO 

Total $101,100  00 

Total  amount  of  estimates $773,139  00 

In  the  above  estimate,  the  cost  of  that  part  of  the 
work  classed  under  the  head  of  extension  is  $228,000. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  cost  is  great,  and  the  question 
arises  whether  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  the 
changes  suggested  will  warrant  the  expenditure  of  so 
large  a  sum.  The  system  as  thus  modified  would 
give  no  greater  capacity  than,  in  view  of  the  very 
large  supply  of  water  now  demanded  for  fire  pur- 
poses, most  engineers  would  provide  for  a  city  when 
the  distributing  pipes  are  not  already  laid.  If,  how- 
ever, the  existing  system  of  this  city  be  modified  by 
the  laying  of  the  new  mains  and  pipes,  as  already 
recommended  to  your  board,  it  will  form  a  very  gen- 
erous supply  for  all  purposes. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  P.  Davis,  City  Engineer. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  John  I.  Brown  $'25,2fX),  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Washington  street.     Passed. 

Order  to  pave  a  portion  of  Creek  square  with  small 
granite  blocks.    $2400.    Passed. 

Order  to  postpone  the  collection  of  certain  sewer 
assessments  until  entries  are  made  into  such  sewers. 
Passed. 

Eeport  and  order  for  appointment  of  a  commission 
of  five  persons  to  prepare  a  revision  of  the  city  char- 
ter. 


Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  subject  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee.  He  made  the  motion  at  the 
request  of  a  gentleman  who,  among  other  reasons 
assigned,  expressed  the  desire  to  make  a  minority 
report. 

Alderman  Quincy  would  n't  oppose  a.  motion  to 
allow  a  gentleman  an  opportunity  to  make  a  minority 
rer)ort,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  time  enough  had 
been  given  to  every  member  of  the  committee  to 
make  up  his  mind  and  express  it.  He  would  not  op- 
pose the  postponement,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  es- 
tablish the  precedent.  After  the  matler  had  been  be- 
fore the  committee  and  decided  by  a  large  majority, 
he  did  n't  see  why  the  gentleman  should  at  this  late 
hour  wish  it  referred  back. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  the  gentleman  did  n't 
expect  the  report  would  be  made  at  the  last  meeting 
and  that  was  the  reason  the  request  had  been  made. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 

PAPERS  FROM   THE   COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  Cummings  &  Carlisle  was  referred  in 
concurrence  to  Committee  on.  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Report  from  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  that 
the  estimated  cost  of  widening  and  extending  Fayette 
court  is  $375,000;  of  extending  Hayward  place  to 
Kingston  street,  $232,000.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Report  from  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  that 
the  proposed  extension  of  Eustis  street  to  Magazine 
street  wbuld  cost  $17,100.     Placed  on  file.  , 

Order  to  pay  James  S.  King,  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  $:B0O  for  injuries  received  while  in  dis- 
charge of  his  duties.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  erection  of  a  bell  tower  on  Hose 
House  No.  12,  at  corner  of  O  and  Fourth  streets,  at 
an  estimated  expense  of  $1500.    Passed. 

FIRING   CANNON  ON    THE  COMMON. 

The  report  and  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
charge of  cannon  upon  the  Common  or  public 
grounds  (City  Doc.  No.  93,  1873),  came  up  from  the 
Council  with  an  amendment  to  substitute  for  said 
ordinance  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee, viz.,  that  "no  action  is  necessary"  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

On  the  question  of  concurrence  with  the  Council 
in  the  substitution  of  the  minority  report  of  inexpe- 
dient to  legislate,  Alderman  Quincy  said— 

I  observe  that  the  ground  taken  for  this  substitu- 
tion in  the  other  branch,  is  in  substance  that  the 
power  to  authorize  the  practice  should  not  be  taken 
from  the  Mayor  where  it  now  resines,  and  that  those- 
desirous  of  indulging  therein  ought  not  to  be  em- 
barrassed by  the  red  tape  or  useless  formality  of  an 
application  to  the  Council.  As  the  vote  shows  al- 
most unanimity  of  opinion  en  this  point,  T  am  will- 
ing to  concede  it  and  to  amend  the  ordinance  by 
continuing  to  the  Mayor  his  present  authority  in  the 
matter.  The  existing  ordinance  permits  the  practice 
when  authorized  "by  the  military  authority  of  the 
Commonwealth,"  without  specifying  by  whom  such 
authority  shall  be  exercised,  thereby  as  I  submit 
placing  our  Common  at  the  disposal  for  this  purpose 
of  any  officer  in  command  of  artillery  who  may  de- 
sire to  practise  the  same  thereon,  which  by  virtue  of 
his  commission  he  does  "by  military  authority  of 
the  Commonwealth." 

Now,  my  point  is  simply  this,  that  the  military  au- 
thorities of  the  Commonwealth,  whether  high  or  low, 
captain  or  commander-in-chief,  ought  to  be  held  to 
come  here  to  the  City  Hall  and  ask  leave  of  some- 
body before  using  our  plea>ure  grounds  in  the  heart 
of  our  city  for  this  purpose.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
gentlemen  of  the  other  branch  will  meet  this  issue 
fairly  and  decide  according  to  their  convictions. 

The  Board  non-ccmcnrred  in  the  substitution  of  the 
minority  report  and  adopted  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinance  continuing  to  the  Mayor  his  present  au- 
thority to  grant  permission  for  artillery  firing.  The 
ordinance  as  amended  w?8  then  passed. 

REPORTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  in  favor  of  granting 
the  following  petitions: 

Joseph  F.  Paul,  to  erect  wooden  building  on  Bristol 
and  Albany  streets. 

F.  Rob  bins  &  Co.,  to  place  a  wooden  roof  over  coal 
sheds  on  Carleton's  wharf. 

Albert  F.  Cole,  to  erect  wooden  ell  to  building  No. 
131  Broadway. 

Patrick  O'Donohue,  to  erect  lumber  shed  at  4.34 
Harrison  avenue.  * 

C.  P.  Clark,  to  erect  wooden  building  on  Boston 
wharf. 
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Patrick  J.  Myers,  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
Ward  street. 

Davis  Damon,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  64 
Eutaw  street. 

McQuesten  &  Fogg,  to  enlarge  lumber  shed  at  170 
Border  street. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted,  and  the  orders 
were  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported "no  action  necessary"  on  the  petition  of  R. 
J.  Elder,  to  erect  wooden  building  on  Border  street. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayvvard,  I'rom  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Health,  reported  on  the  petition  of  J.  H. 
Hathorne,  for  change  of  Health  ordinance  relative  to 
removal  of  manure  from  stables,  that  such  a  change 
is  desirable,  and  recommended  that  the  subject  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  petition  was  so 
referred. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Edward  Ripley,  to  occupy  stable  on  Harvard  street; 
Joseph  H.  White,  to  occupy  brick  stable  on  Stanhope 
street;  George  A.  Fuller,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on 
Van  Winkle  street,  Ward  1(1;  Patrick  Norton,  for'sta- 
ble  on  Pearl  street.  Ward  16. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  graniin^  the  applica- 
tions of  Charles  Crosby  and  other^,  for  transfer  of 
hack  licenses;  of  O.  J.  Gallagher  and  Nathan  Whit- 
ing, innholders;  of  Eugene  McNulty,  W.  S.  Lovejoy 
and  Charles  Arnold,  victuallers;  of  Joseph  Baxter, 
dealer  in  second-hand  articles;  of  J.  B.  Thompson,  to 
give  photographic  exhibition  at  Tremont  Temple, 
September  17;  of  Warren-street  Chapel  Association, 
to  hold  festival  In  Music  Hall,  October  1;  of  John 
Kasson,  Charles  M.  Sullivan,  J.  L.  Knox,  Patrick 
Fardy  and  George  H.  Kuhn,  for  wagon  licenses;  of 
John  H.  Flack,  George  W.  Crocker,  Dominico  Lev- 
erono  and  Theo.  Twickler,  for  billiard-saloon  li- 
censes; of  Annie  Johnson,  George  L.  Pierce,  Rollin 
H.  Carnes,  to  keep  intelligence  offices. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Rockland,  Catawba  and  Copeland  streets.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows: 
Char.otte  Brown,  executrix,  $20  35,  on  account  of 
widening  of  Stoughton  street;  heirs  of  Sarah  A. 
Brown,  $6437,  on  account  of  the  widenmg  of  Essex 
street.     Severally  read  twise  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  wi.om  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  C. 
Nash  et  al.,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the 
Commission  on  Wood  Pavements  be  requested  to 
make  a  supplementary  report  in  accordance  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners.     Accepted. 

Alderman^Power,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  recommending  that  the  petition  of  Charles 
Davenport,  e<  a^,  that  Devonshire  street  be  renum- 
bered, be  granted.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power  from  the  some  committee,  on  the 
petition  of  Albert  Brown  «<  a?.,  reported  the  follow- 
ing order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  pave  Gouch  street  with  small  granite 
blocks.     Estimated  cost,  $6000. 

Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Linds,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  Wil- 
liam T.  Hart  and  Adoniram  Burrill,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
orders: 

Ordered.  That  the  time  for  erecting  a  building  upon 
the  lot  of  land  as  deeded  to  William  T.  Hart  by  the 
city  of  Boston  January  2,  1872,  be  extended  to  Sep- 
tember 1,  1874,  upon  condition  that  the  sum  of  $200 
is  pnid  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Laud  within 
ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  conditions  set  forth  in  an  agree- 
ment given  by  the  city  of  Boston  to  Messrs.  Burrill 
and  Whitney,  May  15, 1869,  to  convey  to  them  certain 
land  on  M  and  Third  streets,  be  so  far  modified  as 
will  permit  of  the  erection  of  a  brick  stable  upon 
said  land  in  conformity  to  the  height  and  width  as 
set  forth  in  the  petition  of  Adoniram  Burrill,  dated 
August  5,  1872. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
read  twice  and  passed. 

SPECIAL   CITY  ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meeting 
of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city,  in  their  respective 
wards,  on   Tuesday,  the    seventh    day  of    October 


next,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in 
their  ballots — "Yes"  or  "No" — in  answer  to  each  of 
the  following  propositions,  viz. : 

1.  Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  entitled,  "An  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  town  of  Brighton,"  be  accepted? 

2.  Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  entitled,  "An  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  town  of  Brookline"  be  accepted? 

3.  Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Charlestown  with  the  city  of  Boston,"  be  accepted? 

4.  Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  town  of  West  Roxbury,"  be  ac- 
cepted ? 

All  the  answers  to  the  foregoing  propositions  to  be 
deposited  on  one  ballot.  The  polls  to  be  kept  open 
until  six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Alderman  Gibson  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  that  depart- 
ment, procure  a  new  alarm  repeater  for  the  Central 
Office  (the  present  one  in  use  being  unreliable)  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  twenty-three  hundred  dollars ; 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  that 
department. 

Alderman  Clark  asked  if  the  one  in  present  use 
could  not  be  repaired  for  a  sum  much  less  than  a  new 
one  would  cost. 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  the  instrument  is 
said  to  be  valueless.  He  had  himself  suggested 
that  the  old  one  be  repaired,  but  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Fire  Alarms  assured  him  that  a  new  one 
would  be  better,  as  it  had  some  improvements  which 
made  it  preferable  to  the  old  one. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  October, 
1873,  the  fees  for  measuring  wheat,  corn  and  other 
gruins  shall  be  one  cent  a  bushel,  which  shall  be  in 
full  for  ail  services  rendered  by  the  measurer  or  by 
his  deputies. 

Alderman  Stebbins-  The  Measurer  of  Grain  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  in  accordance 
with  the  General  Statutes.  At  the  time  the  office 
was  created  the  fee  was  fixed  at  three-quarters  of 
a  cent  per  bushel,  which  was  good  pay  at  the 
time.  Now  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  grain  comes 
here  over  the  railroads  and  goes  into  elevators, 
and  the  amount  of  labor  performed  by  the  measurer 
at  the  present  time  is  very  light.  He  is  now  charging 
one  cent  per  bushel,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to 
make  this  change  in  the  rates. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief- Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  organize 
a  steam  fire  engine  company,  to  consist  of  twelve 
men,  as  follows:  Foreman,  engineer,  fireman,  two 
drivers  and  seven  hosemen,  to  take  charge  of  Steam 
Fire  Engine  No.  25,  the  same  to  be  located  in  the 
temporary  house  on  Washington  square,  the  above 
company  to  be  permanently  employed;  also,  a  hook 
and  ladder  company,  to  consist  of  fifteen  men,  as  fol- 
lows: Foreman,  assistant-foreman,  driver  and  twelve 
laddermen,  the  same  to  be  permanently  employed 
and  located  in  the  same  house. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committed  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
grading  and  otherwise  improving  Orchard  square, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  aporopriation  for  Com-, 
mon  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  in  the  improvement 
of  South  Boston  squares;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars,  in  payments  for  labor  and  team  work  in  that 
department;  said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the  appro- 
priations heretofore  made  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
general  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  addition- 
al sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  in  erecting  and  fur- 
nishing a  toolhouse  and  wagon  shed  on  the  Common; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
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Ordered,  That  the  sums  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  and  one  hundred  doP?rs  be  and  the  same 
hereby  are  abated— for  cause— from  the  respective 
assessments  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  upon  the  estates  of 
Allen  Putnam  and  Caroline  Geib,  for  betterment, 
from  the  widening  of  Dudley  and  other  streets,  un- 
der an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  August  5,  last,  leaving  the  said  assessments  at  five 
hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  upon  tne  estate  of 
Allen  Putnam  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars upon  the  estate  of  Caroline  Geib, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  the 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  562 
Washington  street,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  September, 
1873. 

Yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  headquar- 
ters for  the  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M,  V.  M.,  at 
No.  11  Pemberton  square,  be  discontinued  from  and 
after  the  first  of  September,  1873;  and  that  until 
otherwise  ordered  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters 
for  said  regiment  in  Boylston  Hall,  beginning  on  the 
first  of  September,  1873. 

Yeas  11,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  pave  the  sidewalks  with  bnck  on  the  south- 
erly side  of  Cedar  street,  between  Thornton  and 
Hawthorn  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  consider 
and  report  what  measures  it  is  expedient  to  take 
either  to  prohibit  or  to  regulate  the  projection  of 
hoisting  beams  from  the  fronts  of  storeb  in  this  city, 
and  the  raising  of  "oods  thereby. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  notify  in  writing  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  and  the  President  of  the  Water  Board  before 
proceeding  to  pave  or  macadamize  any  street  or  place 
within  the  city  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  gaslight  companies  whose 
pipes  are  laid  in  the  streets  or  ways  of  the  city  of 
Boston  be  requested  to  notify  in  writing  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
and  the  President  of  the  Water  Board  before  proceed- 
ing to  open  any  street  or  way  in  this  city  fer  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  gas  pipes  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituaie  Water  Board  be  direct- 
ed to  notify  in  writing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
and  the  Superintendent  ©f  Sewers,  before  proceeding 
to  open  any  public  street  or  way  in  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  water  pipes  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be  di- 
rected to  notify  in.  writing  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  and  the  President  of  the  Water  Board  before 
opening  any  street  or  way  in  the  city  of  Boston  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  drains  or  sewers  therein. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  oflice  accom- 
modations for  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  In- 
stitutions; the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  author- 
ized to  visit  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  method  of  lighting  the  streets  in  that  city;  the 
expense,  not  exceeding  $200,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Lamps. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  extendingGranite  street,  in  South 
Boston,  from  its  junction  with  Second  and  Third 
streets  on  a  line  parallel  with  A  street  to  Broadway. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  report,  "leave 
to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  for  an  additional  track  on  Washing- 
ton street,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  that  the  petitioners  be 
given  a  hearing  three  weeks  from  today,  instead  of 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Power — I  should  like  to  amend  by  issu- 
ing an  order  of  notice  which  would  give  the  peti- 
tioners and  any  one  opposed  a  hearing  the  same  day. 

Alderman  Stebbins — An  order  of  notice  is  given 
before  the  committee  report  in  favor  of  granting  a 
location.  It  was  my  intention  that  all  parties  should 
be  heard. 

Alderman  Power — ^In  most  cases  the  order  of  no- 
tice is  issued  before  the  committee  comes  to  a  deci- 


sion. In  this  case  the  committee  decided  to  give  the 
petitioners  leave  to  withdraw  before  the  order  of  no- 
tice was  issued.  The  Committee  on  Paving  have  no 
objection  to  the  issue  of  an  order  of  notice  that  will 
effect  the  object  of  the  gentleman's  motion  and  be 
satisfactory  to  the  petitioners. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  shall  be  satisfied  if  the  pe- 
titioners be  given  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  words  "and  remonstrants"  and  after  the  words 
petitioners. 

The  Chair  suggested  the  customary  term  "all 
parties  interested,"  which  was  agreed  to  and  the  or- 
der of  notice  was  passed. 

A  NEW  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Sayward  submitted  the  following  report 
from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health: 

By  an  order  of  the  City  Council  approved  April 
25,  1873,  the  Board  of  Health  was  requested,  with  a 
view  to  early  closing  of  the  building  now  oc- 
cupied as  a  smallpox  hospital  on  Marcella  street, 
to  report  what  action  should  be  taken  to  pro- 
vide j5«rma«««<  accommodations  for  the  treatment  of 
persons  sufi'ering  from  contagious  diseases.  On  the 
third  of  May  the  board  reported  that,  in  its  opinion, 
a  permanent  hospital  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  health,  and  upon  the 
recommendation  of  your  committee  a  bond  for  a 
deed  was  obtained  of  a  lot  of  land  which  appears  to 
be  well  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

The  Swett-street  Hospital,  which  was  established 
last  year,  has  been'abandoned  as  being  unsuitable,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Boston,  for 
the  successful  treatment  of  the  smallpox  patients. 
The  occupation  of  the  building  on  Marcella  street, 
known  as  the  old  almshouse,  has  been  continued  to 
the  present  time  because  there  was  no  other  suitable 
place  to  which  persons  sick  with  contagious  diseases 
could  be  sent.  When  the  building  was  first  taken 
for  the  purpose  its  occupation  was  not  contemplated 
beyond  the  exigency  which  called  it  into  use.  With 
this  understanding  the  people  who  lived,  or 
owned  real  estate  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
have  submitted  with  great  patience  for  nearly  eight 
months  to  an  unwholesome  fear  of  smallpox  con- 
tagion, and  to  the  inconvenience  and  annoyance  re- 
sulting therefrom.  The  paramount  consideration  for 
the  public  healthy  which  justified  the  board  in  tak- 
ing the  action  which  it  did,  no  longer  exists.  Jus- 
tice to  these  people  demands  that  different  provis- 
ions should  be  made  as  speedily  as  possible. 

It  is^evident  that  this  city  has  now  reached  & 
point  in  its  growth  where  some  more  per- 
manent and  extensive  accommodations  than  have 
heretofore  existed  should  be  provided  for  the  care 
of  persons  sick  with  contagious  or  infectious  dis- 
eases. The  extensive  commerce  which  is  carried  on 
here  with  all  parts  of  the  world  greatly  increases  the 
liability  to  epidemics,  and  it  is  of  the  first  impor- 
tance that  the  means  should  always  be  at  hand  to  en- 
able the  health  officers  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  iso- 
lation which  operated  so  effectually  in  preventing 
the  spread  of  smallpox. 

After  giving  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  a  new  location,  the  Board  of  Health  and 
your  committee  have  agreed  in  recommend- 
ing the  selection  of  a  lot  of  laud  on  Co- 
lumbia street,  in  Ward  16,  situated  about 
three  miles  from  State  street,  and  containing  426,984 
square  feet,  or  about  ten  acres.  The  price  for  which 
it  can  be  purchased  is  twenty  cents  per  square  foot. 
The  site  combines  all  the  requisites  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended.  The  neighborhood  is 
sparsely  populated.  The  grounds  are  high  and  dry, 
ample  in  extent,  with  pure  air  from  all  quarters, 
good  water,  plenty  of  trees,  and  easily  accessible 
from  other  sections  of  the  city.  There  is  a 
good  building  on  the  premises,  which  can  be  put 
in  condition,  without  much  expense,  to  serve 
the  purposes  of  a  hospital  for  some  years 
to  come.  As  soon  as  accommodations  are 
provided  in  this  place,— and  there  need  be  no  de- 
lay in  the  matter,— the  almshouse  estate  at  the  High- 
lands, containing  477,530  square  feet,  or  about  eleven 
acres,  can  be  divided  into  house  lots  and  sold  for 
more  than  double  the  cost  of  the  proposed  location. 
The  first  cost  of  the  lot  on  Columbia  street  can  be 
considerably  reduced  by  the  sale  of  a  large  quantity 
of  material  suitable  for  building  streets,  which  can 
be  removed  from  it  without  interfering  with  the  use 
for  which  it  is  purchased. 

In  view  of  the  facts  here  presented,  the  commit- 
tee would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders. 

William  Satward. 
N.  Gibson, 
George  P.  Dennt. 
H.  W.  Pickering. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  author- 
ized to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  hospital  for  conta- 
gious and  infectious  diseases,  a  lot  of  land  situated 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16,  together  with  the  build- 
ings and  other  fixtures  thereon,  owned  by  Edward 
McKechine,  Otis  Shepard,  H.  S.  Shepard  and  W.  R. 
Chester,  said  lot  containing  four  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  square 
feet,  more  or  less;  the  p  ice  paid  therefor,  including 
the  fixtures,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  cents 
per  square  foot. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  $86,000,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  a  hospital  for  contagious  and  infec- 
tious diseases. 

The  orders  were  read  once  and  laid  over. 

HOME   FOR    THE   POOR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  on  purchase  of  a 
site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  (City  Doc.  No.  108) 
were  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  report  recom- 
mending the  purchase  of  the  Austin  Farm  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  did  intend  to  oppose  taking 
this  subject  from  the  table,  but  instead  of  that  I 
would  remark  that  it  would  be  better  to  defer  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  for  at  least  a  week,  as 
the  printed  reports  have  just  come  before  the  Board, 
and  the  members  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine them.  I  hope  the  report  may  be  laid  on  the 
table  a  week  longer  at  least;  though  I  do  not  wish  to 
dictate  in  the  matter.  I  really  did  not  suppose  it 
would  come  up  today. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  not  have  asked  to  bring 
this  matter  up  today,  but  the  gentleman  who  is  ab- 
sent has  expressed  to  me  his  intention  of  voting  for 
the  Austin  Farm,  so  I  do  not  wish  to  take  advantage 
of  that.  This  matter  has  been  before  us  more  than 
a  year,  and  all  of  us  ought  to  be  familiar  with  the 
subject.  Tf  any  one  is  not,  I  have  no  desire  to  press 
this  matter.  The  gentleman  who  is  absent  has  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  to  me  as  in  favor  of  the  Austin 
Farm. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  on  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M.,  there  would  be  a 
very  long  hearing  before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Power— All  who  signed  both  reports 
urged  the  importance  of  some  action  being  taken  on 
this  matter  as  soon  as  possible.  There  is  not  a  gen- 
tleman here  but  is  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Deer  Island  and  of  the  urgent  neces- 
sity of  some  action  being  taken.  The  state  of  affairs 
at  Deer  Island  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city.  If  gentle- 
men say  they  are  not  posted  I  will  not  press  the  sub- 
ject. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  agree  with  the  gentleman  on 
my  left  that  there  is  necessity  for  action  on  this  mat- 
ter of  a  home  for  the  Door.    It  has  been    before  the 


Council  for  six  years,  passing  from  one  to  the  other 
without  anything  being  done.  I  suppose  each  mem- 
ber has  made  up  his  mind  as  to  which  lot  he  will  fa- 
vor, but  I  am  not  so  clear  how  the  gentleman  who  is 
absent  will  vote.  I  understood  that  he  had  not  made 
up  his  mind  definitely.  It  is  very  seldom  that  I  in- 
(juire  how  parties  vote,and  I  don't  go  around  inquir- 
ing whether  any  measure  is  goine  through  or  not. 
My  preferences  were  iu  favor  of  the  Dorchester  lot, 
but  some  questions  have  come  up  in  reference  there- 
to, so  that  I  am  not  so  clear  that  I  should  vote  for  it 
today.  For  this  reason  I  desire  that  it  be  laid  over 
another  week. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hope  the  subject  will  be  laid 
over  another  week.  The  committee  are  pretty  evenly 
divided,  four  for  one  report  and  four  for  the  other, 
and  it  may  be  this  Board  will  stand  that  way.  My 
mind  is  made  up  as  to  which  place  I  shall  vote  for. 
If  there  is  such  need  of  prompt  action,  the  committee 
hav  n't  shown  their  appreciation  of  it.  The  subject 
was  given  to  them  last  May;  yet  the  summer  is  past 
and  the  harvest  is  almost  ended,  and  still  they  have 
net  decided  on  a  place. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  had  considerable  work 
to  perform  on  many  committees,  and  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions 
have  given  the  subject  all  the  attention  due  to  it. 
This  Board  can  readily  imagine  what  we  have  done 
when  they  take  into  consideration  the  kind  and  num- 
ber of  propositions  for  sites  made  within  fifteen  miles 
of  the  city,  and  the  number  of  visits  the  committee 
have  had  to  make.  Other  matters  have  caused 
uni.voidable  delay.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  the 
subject,  but  I  think  the  importance  ©f  the 
case  demands  speedy  action.  The  gentleman  who  is 
absent  expressed  to  me  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
Austin  farm.  I  know  nothing  of  how  the  majority 
are  going  to  vote  on  this  question,  and  I  bring  it  up 
today  simply  because  its  importance  has  been  so 
strenuously  urged  by  members  on  the  other  side. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  desire  to  say  just  one  word 
in  behalf  of  the  committee,  which  has  done  better 
than  any  other  of  two  former  years,  they  having 
made  a  report  before  the  close  of  the  year.  They  are 
therefore  entitled  to  some  credit. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  have  read  the  two  reports  and 
am  prepared  to  vote  if  it  is  necessary,  this  afternoon, 
although  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  visit  the  prem- 
ises. The  delay  of  a  week  would  result  in  good 
rather  than  harm,  it  seems  to  me,  as  we  would  then 
vote  as  a  Board  more  intelligently  than  we  can  this 
afternoon.  If  any  gentleman  would  move  to  lay  it 
on  the  table  I  should  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  state  again  that  all  the 
urging  has  been  done  by  those  opposed  to  the  Austin 
farm.  As  the  sentiment  seems  to  be  for  a  postpone- 
ment, I  withdraw  my  motion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  the  reports  were 
again  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Aloerman  Clark,  the  Board  adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    18,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Petitions  of  J.  B.  Blanchard  and  other  police  offi- 
cers, Company  F,  W.  R.  Clark,  E.  F.  Meaney  and 
John  Mullen,  were  referred. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Water,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  report  of  Cochitnate  Water  Board  on  sup- 
ply of  water  for  extinguishment  of  fires. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  peti- 
tion of  J.  H.  Hathorne,  for  an  amendment  of  health 
ordinance  relating  to  removal  of  manure  from  sta- 
bles. 

Report  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  R.  J. 
Elder,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Border 
street,  exceeding  legal  limits.    Accepted. 

Report  granting  leave  to  Joseph  Robbing  &  Co.,  to 
place  a  wooden  roof  over  coal-sheds  on  Carlton's 
wharf,  on  conditions  named  in  said  report.  Order 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  be  issued 
to  Joseph  F.  Paul  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Al- 
bany and  Bristol  streets;  to  Patrick  J.  Myers,  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  Ward  street;  to  Davis  Damon, 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  64  Eutaw  street;  to  C. 
P.  Clark,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boston 
wharf;  to  Patrick  O'Donahoe,  to  erect  a  lumber  shed 
at  4.54  Harrison  avenue;  to  Albert  F.  Cole,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  at  131  Broadway ;  to  McQuesten  & 
Fogg,  to  enlarge  a  lumber  shed  at  170  Border  street. 
Reports  accepted  and  orders  passed. 

Order  requesting  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to 
report  an  estimate  of  cost  of  extending  Granite  street 
from  its  junction  with  Second  and  Third  streets  to 
Broadway.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  extending  time  for  erecting  a 
building  on  a  lot  of  land  deeded  to  W.  T.  Hari't.  Jan- 
uary 2,  1873.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  modify  conditions  in  an  agree- 
ment with  Burrell  &  Whitney  of  May,  1.5,  1869,  so  as 
to  permit  the  erection  of  a  brick  stable  on  certain 
land  on  M  and  Third  streets.  Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  following  were  severally  read  once  and  laid 
over: 

Order  authorizing  the  additional  sum  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $47.30  to  be  expended  for  labor  and  team 
work  in  the  Department  of  the  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$4500,  to  be  made  in  grading  and  improving  Orchard 
sqnare. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of  not 
exceeding  $1200,  in  erecting  and  repairing  fences  on 
and  around  the  public  grounds. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of  $200, 
in  erecting  and  furnishing  a  wagon  shed  and  tool 
house  on  the  Common. 

Order  to  allow  for  rent  of  headquarters  of  Ninth 
Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  562  Washington  street,  $600  per 
annum. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  First  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  at  11  Pemberton 
square,  and  that  $600  be  allowed  for  said  headquar- 
ters in  Boylston  Hall. 

On  the  question  of  recommitting  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances  the  report  of 
said  committee,  with  an  order,  relating  to  revi- 
sion of  city  charter,  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  in- 
quired if  an  amendment  would  be  in  order.  He 
would  be  willing  to  concur  if  they  would  make  the 
commission  three  instead  of  five.  He  thought  a 
recommitment  very  proper,  but  the  size  of  the  com- 
mission named  is  too  large. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  should  like  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  the  report  of 
the  whole  committee  coming  before  the  Council  in 
time  to  be  acted  upon  this  year. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— There  is  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  to  a  recommital. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  recommitment. 

The  order  authorizing,  not  exceeding  $2000,  to  be 
expended  in  improving  the  South  Boston  squares  be- 
ing under  consideration,  Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11 
said,  I  should  like  to  ask  if  these  expenditures  have 
been  considered  and  are  supported  by  the  committee. 


and  if  they  are  to  come  out  of  the  general  or  a 
special  appropriation. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— They  are  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  and  the  ex- 
penditure is  to  be  taken  from  the  general  appropria- 
tion for  that  purpose. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

The  order  authorizing  suitable  office  accommoda- 
tions to  be  procured  for  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  came  from  the  Aldermen  passed, 
that  Board  having  refused  to  concur  in  the  Council's 
amendment  authorizing  the  hiring  of  the  upper 
stories  of  Niles  Block. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  hope  the  committee  will  be 
instructed  not  to  hire  the  building  in  Pemberton 
square,  as  this  seems  to  be  an  attempt  to  get  round 
that  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  know  what  is 
being  done  now  to  the  rooms  of  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions.  I  have  had  occasion  to  pass  that 
way  several  times  lately,  and  noticed  that  a  number 
of  mechanics  were  at  work  there.  I  wish  to  ask  if 
any  order  has  passed  the  Council  to  authorize  this 
expenditure  of  money. 

Mr.  Paae  of  Ward  9—1  would  inform  the  gentle- 
man that  the  room  formerly  used  for  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  has  been 
separated  in  the  middle,  and  that  part  nearest  School 
street  is  to  serve  as  a  vault  for  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. The  work  is  being  done  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Shaw— That  answers  a  considerable  portion  of 
my  question,  but  I  want  to  know  by  what  authority; 
if  any  orders  have  been  before  the  Council  author- 
izing the  committee  to  make  that  change.  I  incor- 
porated that  in  my  first  inquiry,  and  I  should  like  to 
have  it  answered  if  it  can  be,  and  if  it  cannot  I  shall 
have  something  to  say. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be 
authorized  to  select  suitable  accommodations  for  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  and  report  to  the 
City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  have  no  objection  to  the  substitute, 
because  it  is  a  very  proper  one.  Now  I  want  to  know 
what  authority  has  been  given  to  any  committee  of 
the  City  Government  to  make  any  alterations  in  the 
public  property  of  the  city.  I  don 't  come  here  to 
interfere  with  the  rights  or  prerogatives  of  any  one, 
but  to  act  and  vote  intelligently,  and  when  I 
see  money  expended  I  want  to  know  the  reason. 
I  want  to  know  why  it  is  that  a  committee 
can  spend  money  and  come  here  or  into  the 
coordinate  branch  and  ask  for  money  for 
that  very  purpose.  I  propose  to  speak  on  this 
question  until  I  get  some  satisfaction,— to  speak  as 
I  believe  I  am  authorized  to  do  and  as  I  believe  i  am 
required  by  my  oath  of  office.  Here  are  committees, 
boards  of  directors,  elected  by  this  City  Government, 
who  are  required  to  make  returns  of  their  expendi- 
tures every  three  months.  One  board,  at  least, 
has  not  done  so,  and  that  hoard  is  expending- a  great 
deal  of  money.  I  have  inquired  of  the  Citv  Clerk 
and  can't  find  any  report  from  them.  I  also  find 
that  in  case  of  an  expenditure  of  over  $300  they 
are  required  to  advertise  for  proposals;  I  have  read 
the  newspapers  and  have  never  found  any  such  ad- 
vertisements. And  yet  such  expenditures  ot  this 
board  amount  to  several  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
right  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  this  ordinance.  Now, 
until  that  board  complies  with  the  ordinance  I  shall 
never  vote  for  any  appropriation  for  which  they  may 
ask.  I  charge  nobody  with  corruption,  if  may  be  a  mis- 
apprehension on  my  part.  They  ought  to  know 
better  and  to  comply  with  the  city  ordinances. 
When  I  know  of  such  non-compliance  with  the 
city  ordinances  it  is  ray  duty  to  state  it 
here.  I  suppose  the  gentlemen  of  whom  these 
boards  consist  are  friends  of  mine,  and  I  don't 
come  here  to  find  fault  with  them.  I  come 
here,  having  mentioned  this  subject  to  several 
members  of  those  boards,  having  told  them  that  they 
are  non-complying  with  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Flynn's  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

The  order  authorizing  a  new  alarm  repeater  to  be 
procured  for  central  fire-alarm  office,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $2300,  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Upham 
of  Ward  16  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that  the 
order  might  be  passed,  for  this  reason:  The  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Alarms  in  making  their  estimate  for  the 
year  included  this  amount  therein,  as  it  was  known 
that  a  new  one  would  be  needed.  The  manufacturer 
has  one  almost  ready  to  be  put  in  use;  it  is  well 
known  that  it  is  desired  by  another  city,  and  it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  should  obtain  it. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  order  was 
passed. 
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Older  for  organization  of  a  company  for  Engine  No. 
25,  and  for  a  new  hook  and  ladder  company,  beinf, 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Burt  of  Ward  16  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules,  that  it  might  be  passed.  He  saicf 
the  building  and  the  apparatus  are  all  ready,  and 
much  needed  in  that  locality. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  order  wab 
passed. 

riRlNO   CANNON   ON  THE   COMMON. 

The  amendment  of  the  Council,  viz.,  adoption  of 
the  minority  report  "no  action  necessary,"  in  rela- 
tion to  discharge  of  cannon  on  the  Common  or  pub- 
lic grounds,  came  from  the  Aldermen  non-concurred 
in  and  with  the  ordinance  recommended  ;by  the  ma- 
jority committee,  passed,  with  the  additional  words 
"or  the  Mayor." 

The  queslion  was  whether  the  Council  would  re- 
cede or  concur. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2—1  am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
the  ordinance  as  at  present  framed  is  sufficient;  I 
see  it  comes  modified  by  the  Aldermen  so  as  to  take 
the  authority  from  the  military  authorities,  and  give 
it  to  the  Mayor  or  Aldermen.  This  matter  has  been 
before  the  City  Government  for  sometime,  and, 
thinking  that  the  present  ordinance  is  sufficient,  I 
move  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i— As  near  as  I  can  make  out . 
from  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2, 
it  is  that  because  former  City  Governments  have 
postponed  the  subject  we  should  do  so  too.  I  think 
I  can  account  to  him  for  the  reason  that  the  order  in- 
troduced last  year  met  the  fate  that  it  did.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  among  the  citizens  of 
Boston  in  regard  to  the  unseasonable  firing  on  the 
Common,  late  at  night.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if 
the  order  had  been  intrsduced  at  any  other  time  it 
would  not  have  been  defeated.  The  firing  was  done 
by  a  party  of  influential  citizens,  and  it  was  a  matter 
of  pride  among  the  friends  of  those  interested  to 
sustain  them.  The  committee  found  on  examining 
the  ordinance  that  all  firing  on  the  Common  was  pro- 
hibited. The  result  was  that  all  authority  was  dis- 
regarded, and  no  one  asked  permission.  I  suppose 
the  object  of  the  committee  is  to  get  the  thing  in  some 
intelligible  shape,  so  that  it  may  be  done  in  the  right 
way.  The  Governor  could  not  undertake  to  say  wheth- 
er the  firing  shall  take  place  or  not,  and  the  result  is 
some  unauthorized  person  will  fire  on  the  Common 
without  authority — an  exercise  in  which  some  are  per- 
haps better  competent  to  engage  than  in  any  other 
military  duty.  The  question  is,  whether  cannon 
ought  to  be  fired  within  the  city  limits.  Can  the 
gentleman  give  a  good  argument  in  favor  of  it? 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
is  now  speaking  for  a  very  delicate  class  of  people 
who  live  nearest  the  Common.  Why,  I  should  n't  be 
surprised  if  those  people  should  ask  to  have  the 
wheels  of  the  carriages  muffled.  Now  for  years  every 
ship  which  has  come  into  Boston  Harbor  has 
given  us  a  salute  at  the  North  End.  They  wish 
to  make  the  Governor  come  before  tlie  Council  and 
ask  permission  to  fire  a  salute,  audi  don't  think  it 
is  necessary  to  require  him  to  come  to  City  Hall  ev- 
ery time  he  wishes  to  use  the  Common  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  take  it  that  the  governor, 
although  he  is  the  head  of  the  military  authority  of 
the  Commonwealth,  never  acts  in  that  respect.  The 
military  authorities  consider  themselves  the  authori- 
ties. I  don't  know  why  the  city  of  Boston,  through 
its  Government,  should  n't  have  control  of  its  own 
property.  I  hope  we  shall  not  indefinitely  postpone 
this  matter,  but  agree  with  the  other  bo<<rd. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11 — I  only  know  that  In 
1872  this  matter  was  considered  and  the  ordinance 
was  amended  so  that  the  firing  may  be  authorized  by 
the  military  authorities  of  the  Commonwealth  or  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  don't  see  how  we  can 
change  that.  If  the  Governor  chooses  to  authorize 
the  firing  of  cannon  on  the  Common.  I  don't  think 
an  ordinance  would  stop  the  firing  of  blank  cartridges 
or  anythmg  else.  I  would  leave  the  ordinance"  of 
1872  just  where  it  is,  putting  the  authority  with  the 
Mayor  or  City  Council,  justwhere  it  should  be.  I  don't 
see  the  object  of  trying  by  a  little  ordinance  to  pre- 
vent the  military  authorities  from  doing  so.  The 
right  never  has  been  abused  in  but  one  instance. 
Once,  at  midnight,  some  firing  is  said  to  have  been 
done,  and  that  is  the  gravamen  of  the  charge  now. 
It  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good.  It  stirs  the  blood 
of  the  citizens  to  hear  the  cannon  fire,  and  we  know 
that  a  laige  class  of  citizens  like  that  peculiar  way  of 
demonstrating  their  joy  on  certain  occasions.  While 
it  does  no  serious  injury  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  curtailed.  The  ordinance  of  1872  fixed  it 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  leave  it  there. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  think  I  can  correct  my 
friend  from  Ward  11.    The  ordinance  of  1872  did  not 


come  from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  It  was  ad- 
opted in  this  hali,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  afterward  amended.  This  was  the  result 
of  the  action  of  one  member  of  the  Council,  and  not 
of  the  committee.  The  firing  of  cannon  at  midnight 
in  the  midst  of  the  city,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit 
of  a  semi-military  body  from  Philadelphia,  did  fright- 
en people,  and  in  fact  killed  one  person— at  least  one 
person,  who  was  very  sick,  died  the  next  day.  Of 
course  she  might  have  died  any  way,  but  we  don't 
want  to  hasten  the  death  even  of  persons  who  live  in 
Ward  6.  The  Governor  is  the  head  of  the  military 
authority  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  he  has 
nothing  to  do  with  firing  cannon,  except  on 
some  great  occasion.  In  this  particular  case 
there  was  no  authority  given;  they  did  think 
of  getting  permission  from  the  City  Hail,  but 
could  n't  find  any  one  here.  All  I  hear  is  that  I  live 
in  Ward  6,  and  I  don't  think  that  is  the  right  way  to 
treat  an  intelligent  body.  We  control  the  use  of 
Boston  Common  so  far  as  playing  ball  is  concerned, 
and  the  firing  of  cannon  is  as  great  a  nuisance  as  play- 
ing ball.  I  defy  my  friend  to  produce  any  better  rea- 
son for  opposing  this  than  sneers  against  Ward  0. 

Mr.  Blackmar— If  the  gentleman  wishes  us  to  ad- 
vance arguments  he  should  advance  arguments  him- 
self. It  is  true  this  firing  was  done  at  midnight,  but 
why  were  not  these  parties  punished?  It  is  a  direct 
imputation  against  the  military  authorities.  Some- 
thing has  been  in  violation  of  the  ordinances,  and 
it  is  said  simply,  "Some  one  has  violated  the  ordi- 
nance, then  take  it  away  from  the  military." 

Mr.  Perkinis- If  the  term  military  authorities  were 
clearly  understood  I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to 
have  i"t  so.  But  we  don't  want  these  obscure  officers 
firing  cannon  on  the  Common  on  every  occasion. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6—1  am  one  of  those  pecu- 
liar people  guilty  of  living  in  Ward  6.  It  appears  to 
me  this  whole  argument  is  in  a  nutshell.  The  city 
takes  care  of  these  grounds  and  should  have  control 
of  them,  and  it  is  a  very  good  reason  for  these  per- 
sons who  wish  to  use  these  grounds  to  apply  to  the 
Mayoi.  That  is  in  itself  a  sufficient  reason  why  the 
ordinance  should  pass. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— As  I  understand  it,  the  dif- 
ficulty has  been  due  to  what  has  been  referred  to  by 
my  friend  from  Ward  6.  The  "duly  authorized 
military  authority  of  the  Commonwealth'!  has 
been  construed  by  every  military  company 
to  be  within  its  own  power  and  control;  that  is,  every 
battery  would  think  that  it  was  such  duly  author- 
ized military  authority.  Undoubtedly,  if  you  insert 
instead  of  the  "duly  authorized  military  tiuthority" 
the  "Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
military  forces  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston,"  then  the  real  difficul- 
ty would  be  remedied.  The  difficulty  is  simply  that 
every  military  company  considers  itself  the  duly 
authorized  military  authority  of  the  Commonwealth. 
I  would  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words,  "by 
the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  the  City 
Council  or  Mayorof  Boston"  after  the  words  "duly  au- 
thorized," and  strike  out  the  words  "military  au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth." 

The  President  ruled  that  the  amendment  was  not 
in  order,  tlic  question  being  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  would  be  glad  to  vote  for 
an  indefinite  postpom ment,  or  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Dacey  withdrew  his  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  moved  that  the  Council  re- 
cede from  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11,  that  no  injury  had  been  done  by  firing 
cannon  on  the  Common,  I  would  state  that  on  the 
4th  of  last  July  a  neighbor  of  mine  had  a  daughter 
who  was  very  sick.  He  went  out  and  tried  to  per- 
suade the  officers  to  stop  firing,  but  they  would  not, 
and  so  great  was  his  sympathy  for  his  daughter  that 
he  was  attacked  with  bleeding  of  the  lungs.  It  is 
simply  a  question  whether  the  feeling  of  humanity  is 
stronger  than  the  desire  to  burn  povvder  on  the  Com- 
mon. 

The  motion  to  recede  was  carried. 

Mr.  Dean  renewed  the  offer  of  his  amendment  and 
it  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  papers  came  up  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness and  were  acted  upon,  in  concurrence: 

Order  to  pay  Professor  Joseph  Winl6ck,  Director 
of  the  Observatory  of  Harvard  College,  .f.'jOO,  for  fur- 
nishing true  time  to  the  city  of  Boston.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  approaches  to  the  new  drops 
of  East  Boston  (North)  li'erry  to  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  |i5000. 
Passed. 
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THE     OLD    MATHEK   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  order  to  cancel  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather 
Schoolhouse,  provided  it  can  be  done  by  payment  of 
expenses  incurred  by  the  pnrchaser,  coining  np  for 
consideration,  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  said,  "As  this 
is  a  matter  which  has  occasioned  considerable  debate 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  although  it  don't  seem  to 
have  had  much  interest  here,  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  look  into  the  subject.  There  seems  to  be 
considerable  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  It  resolves 
itself  into  the  question  of  expense  to  the  city  in 
getting  rid  of  the  property.  I  therefore  offer  the  fol- 
lowing substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  instructed  to  ascertain  and  report  the   expense  to  . 
the  city  of  cancelling  the   sale  of  the   old   Mather 
Schoolhouse. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

PEOM  THE   SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee that  additional  accommodations  be  provided  for 
a  primary  class  in  the  Bigelow  School  District,  and 
that  a  suitable  tablet  be  placed  upon  the  site  Of  the 
old  Roxbury  City  Hall,  bearing  the  name  of  ''Dudley 
School."  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

SWETT-STKEBT  HOSPITAL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Health  representing  that  the  Swett-street  Smallpox 
Hospital  has  remained  unoccapied  since  March  1^ 
last,  and  that  two  men  have  to  be  employed  there  as 
watchmen  at  an  expense  of  |3  per  day  each.  The 
board  request  that  some  disposition  may  be  made  of 
the  building. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Health. 

SALARY   OF  THE   POKT  PHYSICIAN. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Health  calling  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  Port 
Physician  and  the  salary  of  $1000  which  it  was  under- 
stood shonld  be  increased  $UO0,  per  year,  as  the  cus- 
tom has  been  heretefore.  The  Board  of  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions,  by  the  advice  of  the  City  Solic- 
itor, have  decided  that  they  have  no  authority  to 
make  such  an  increase,  and  the  Board  of  Health  ask 
the  City  Council  to  take  such  action  as  will  fully 
compensate  Dr.  Fisher  for  his  services. 

Accompanying  the  aboye  is  a  communication  to  the 
same  effect  from  the  Port  Physician. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  communi- 
cations were  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions. 

REPORT   OF   THE  ANNEXATION  COMMISSION. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Annexa 
tion  Commission  (City  Doc.  105)  were  presented  in 
print,  accepted  and  sent  up.  The  majority  report  is 
substantially  as  follows: 

The  commission  was  organized  January  29, 1873. 
At  various  times  meetings  have  been  held,  and  com- 
mittees from  the  towns  of  Brookline,  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbury,  and  a  commission  from  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  appointed  to  advocate  the  annexation 
of  their  towns  and  city,  were  received  and  heard. 
As  the  city  of  Boston  had  no  map  that  would  convey 
a  comprehensive  idea  of  the  geography  of  our  city 
and  surrounding  towns,  the  commission  early  pre- 
,  pared  one,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Surveyor, 
Thomas  W.  Davis,  representing  all  the  territory  em- 
braced in  the  order.  The  several  towns  and  cities 
reported  upon  have  been  visited  on  different  occa- 
sions, and  inquiry  has  been  pushed  in  every  avenue 
of  research  open  to  us,  in  order  that  all  the  light  at- 
tainable might  be  thrown  upon  the  questions  involved 
in  the  scheme  presented. 

Hamilton  A.  Hill,  appointed  on  the  commission  in 
place  of  J.  Tisdale  Bradlee,  resigned,  having  made  ar- 
rangements to  engage  in  business  in  England,  left 
this  country  in  the  latter  part  of  April.  Before  going 
he  strenuously  urged  the  commission  to  maketheir 
report  in  full  immediately;  but  as  no  action  had 
been  taken  in  the  matter,  and  important  legislation 
on  the  subject  was  at  that  time  pending  at  the  State 
House,  and  time  had  not  el?psed  sufficient  to  obtan  a 
knowledge  of  the  facts  requisite  to  an  advised  con- 
clusion, and  no  opportunity  having  been  offered  of 
visiting  the  towns  and  cities  under  CQUsideration, 
and  particularly  as  no  decisive  action  could  be  taken 
in  the  premises  before  fall,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mission deemed  any  report  at  that  time  premature 
and  injudicious.  But  Mr.  Hill,  having  written  a  re- 
port, submitted  it  to  the  Board,  and  this,  so  far  as  it 
recommends  the  annexation  of  Brookline,  Brighton 
and  West  Roxbury.  the  undersigned  unqualifiedly 
approve.  The  majority  of  the  commission,  however, 


feel  constrained  to  sa}',  that,  having  entered  upon 
their  duties  without  bias  or  prejudice,  they  justify 
any  conclusions  in  which  they  may  differ  from  Mr. 
Hill  as  the  result  solely  of  the  investigation  they 
have  given  the  subject. 

The  task  assigned  to  us  is  specific— "To  carefully 
examine  the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  certain 
towns  and  cities  to  the  city  of  Boston,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  to  report  upon  the  financial,  industrial  and 
sanitary  questions  concerned  in  the  matter."  In  the 
furtherance  of  this  object,  a  copy  of  the  statistical 
tables  before  alluded  to  was  sent" to  the  clerk  of  each 
of  the  following-named  cities  and  towns:  Cambridge, 
Somerville,  Brookline,  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton;  and,  though  not  included  in  the  order,  to 
the  town  clerks  of  Everett,  Revere,  Maiden,  Water- 
town,  Medford,  Winthrop,  Chelsea. 

As  three  of  the  towns  enumerated  in  the  order, 
namely,  Brookline,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  are 
without  any  adequate  supply  of  water,  the  wants  of 
Brookline,  in  this  respect,  being  already  pressing, 
and  as  the  subject  is  one  that  has  been  regarded  as  of 
vital  importance,  by  the  municipalities  of  all  time, 
we  have  felt  justified  in  devoting  a  portion  of  our  re- 
port to  a  consideration  of  the  relevancy  of  this  sub- 
ject to  the  whole  plan  submitted  to  us.: 

Aside  from  the  reasons  suggested  in  connection 
■  with  the  water  question,  and  independent  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  secured  by  receiving  any  one  of  the 
towns  or  cities  named  in  the  order,  some  points  may 
be  presented  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  all  of 
them.  By  this  means  we  would  establish  concert  of 
action  in  projecting  and  carrying  out  improvements 
in  which  the  several  communities  have  a  common  in- 
terest: reclaiming  and  filling  marsh  lands;  construct- 
ing systems  of  sewerage;  laying  out  main  thorough- 
fares; locating  engine  houses,  police  stations,  and 
schoolhouses;  and,  in  brief,  in  conducting  the  busi- 
ness of  nearly  every  department  of  a  town  or  munici- 
pal government,  particularly  that  having  charge  of 
the  public  health,  may  be  mentioned;  for  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  spread  of  contagious  diseases  can- 
not bo  checked  by  the  existence  of  imaginary  lines, 
and  the  consequences  of  a  condition  of  things  in  one 
of  the  towns  or  cities  under  discussion  which  would 
engender  an  epidemic  there,  must,  to  an  almost  equal 
degree,  be  borne  by  all  the  rest. 

The  Charles  River  is  to  the  city  of  Boston  what  the 
Uingsare  to  the  human  body.  Yet  into  this  stream 
not  only  our  own  city,  but  Cambridge,  Somerville, 
Waltham,  Brighton,  West  Roxbury  and  Charlestown 
already  empty  more  or  less  of  their  sewage;  and 
Brookline  is  constructing  a  large  sewer  to  contribute 
the  drainage  of  that  town  to  the  general  mass. of  filth; 
this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  au- 
thorities on  the  subject  whose  evidence  it  is  danger- 
ous to  reject;  who  denounce  the  system,  or  want  of 
system,  at  present  pursued,  and  warn  us  that  the 
river  is  already  overloaded.  This  condition  of  things 
undoubtedly  furnishes  a  factor,  not  inconsiderable, 
in  swelling  the  death  rates  of  our  city,  in  which  re- 
spect Boston  suffers  by  comparison  with  nearly  every 
large  city  in  the  land. 

The  rapid  multiplication  of  buildings  upon  the 
Back  Bay  and  adjacent  portions  of  the  city  renders  it 
imperative  that  early  action  be  taken  to  prevent 
further  encroachments  upon  the  purity  of  these 
waters;  but  there  can  be  no  hope  of  any  comprehen- 
sive plan  for  protection  in  this  direction  except  by 
ovei looking  and  regulating  all  the  sewage  entering 
into  the  river  from  both  its  banks.  Either  State  leg- 
islation must  be  invoked,  vesting  ample  power  in  a 
board  of  health  to  control  the  entire  district,  or  the 
territory  must  come  under  the  management  of  Jmunic- 
ipal  government.  As  bearinsr  upon  this  the  report 
quotes  from  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  pp.  6,  7,  62,  6:3,  4,50,4.51.  Also  from 
Boston  (City  Doc.  No.  92,  1872),  Report  of  Commit- 
tee on  Back  Bay  Drainage,  pp,  5,  6,  7,  9.  10,  11,  and 
form  the  "Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,"  of 
the  11th  of  the  present  month. 

Finally  we  deem  superfluous  any  lengthy  treatment 
of  the  importance  of  good  health'to  our  commercial 
prosperity;  to  the  influence  of  annexation,  upon 
which  latter  topic  we  invite  your  attention.  The  an- 
nexation of  Charlestown,  Brookline,  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbury  would  give  to  our  city  an  area,  popu- 
lation and  valuation  as  follows: 

Taxable  Area     Population,  Valuation, 

In  Acres.                 1870.  1873. 

Boston 9,583  250,513  $693,831,400 

Charlestown 520  28,323  *34,942,120 

Brighton 2,370                      4,967  14,548,531 

Brookline 3,883                       6,650  28,476,000 

West  Roxbury 6,627^                   8,683  25,148,600 

Total 23,983X  299,166  $793,946,651 

•"Last  year's  valuation ;  not  made  up  for  this  year  at 
date. 
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Making  our  city  the  fifth  ranked  by  population  in 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  census  of  1870, 
and  an  area  in  comparison  with  New  Yorlc  and  Phil- 
adelphia as  follows: 

Acres. 

New  York 14,50a 

Philadelphia 82,560 

Boston 22,9SSy, 

The  question,  considered  by  itself,  as  to  when  a 
city  becomes  crowded  and  requires  more  room  for 
growth,  is  in  its  nature  dependent;  but  it  seems  de- 
sirable that  it  should  never  be  •o  limited  as  practi- 
cally to  admit  of  a  monopoly  of  its  vacant  lands  by 
speculators,  and  the  maintenance  of  prices  therefor 
that  bar  men  of  moderate  means  employed  within  its 
limits  from  the  privileges  of  citizenship.  ,  Perhaps 
nothing  has  stimulated  the  erection  of  so  many  neat 
and  inexpensive  homes  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  as 
the  broad  area  of  that  city,  rendering  it  not  poor 
economy  to  build  moderate-priced  houses  upon  their 
lands,  while  the  contracted  boundaries  of  Boston 
have,  with  exceptional  instances,  placed  homes  of 
their  own  beyond  the  reach  of  laboring  men;  have  in- 
duced the  holding  of  land  in  laige  tracts,  keeping  it 
out  of  the  marker,|savc  at  exorbitant  prices,  and  have 
introduced  a  system  of  speculative  building  that  has 
resulted  in  the  erection  of  thousands  of  costly,  nar- 
row and  inconvenient  houses,  unsuited  to  the  wants 
of  oar  people,  and  in  localities  wholly  unlit.  It  is 
not  suflicieut  that  a  city  have  room  enough;  it  is 
further  necessary  that  the  space  be  in  a  measure 
equally  distributed  in  different  directions,  that  citi- 
zens of  every  occupation  and  locality  of  employment 
may  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 

And  a  still  further  consideration  that  leads  your 
commissioners  to  deprecate  the  continued  acquisi- 
tion of  territory  on  one  side  of  our  city  only,  is  that 
it  shifts  the  centre  of  business,  causing  it  to  move  in 
the  direction  towards  which  the  extension  tends, 
thus  increasing  values  in  that  quarter  at  the  expense 
of  the  sites  formerly  occupied.  Of  the  community 
of  interest  between  Boston  and  the  contiguous  cities 
and  towns  hardly  anything  new  can  be  said,  though 
the  theme,  if  trite,  has  lost  nothing  of  its  force  by 
age  and  use.  Aside  from  the  industry  of  Boston, 
none  of  the  places  enumerated  in  the  order  are  doing 
sufficient  business  to  warrant  anything  like  their 
present  valuation  or  population;  and  if  their  in- 
terests, which  centre  in  Boston,  were  removed,  there 
is  no  reason  why  any  considerable  portion  of  their 
inhabitants  should  stay  with  them.  Their  residents 
are  in  almost  everything  but  name  our  fellow 
citizens. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  in  view,  by  the  towns 
recommended  for  annexation  by  your  commission- 
ers, is  to  obtain  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water; 
while  on  the  other  hand  the  two  cities  with  which  we 
have  considered  an  alliance  are  provided  with  works 
at  neighboring  lakes  that  yield  quantities  not  only 
sufficient  for  their  own  consumption,  but  a  large  sur- 
plus to  spare.  Boston  today  is  unable  to  furnish  all 
of  her  own  citizens,  ana  is  compelled  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  by  purchase  from  Charlestown;  the  con- 
struction of  new  conduits  between  Sudbury  River, 
Lake  Cochituate  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  a 
new  main  to  the  city  by  which  an  adequate  quantity 
can  be  obtained,  it  will  require  about  four  years  to 
complete.  Meantime  Brookline,  Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury,  if  annexed,  would  look  to  this  source  in 
vain.  As  contingencies  have  arisen  in  the  past  by 
which  we  have  been  temporarily  deprived  of  Cochit- 
uate, and  are  liable  to  occur  in  the  future,  any  ar- 
rangement by  which  the  danger  of  calamities  immi- 
nent in  such  an  event  might  be  averted  is  of  tho 
utmost  moment. 

Boston  should  not  only  have  water  sufficient,  but 
in  such  abundance  as  to  admit  of  its  free  use  with 
the  least  possible  restrictions.  We  could  offer  no 
greater  inducement  than  this  to  the  location  of  man- 
ufactories in  our  limits,  "with  a  city  rapidly  increas- 
ing in  population  and  growing  daily"in  business,  both 
of  a  merchantile  and  mechanical  character" ;  it  is  of 
the  highest  importance  to  offer  them  the  advantage 
of  a  certain  and  unlimited  supply  of  water.  As  an 
illustration  of  this  the  obstruction  of  the  screens  of 
the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  by  ice  two  years  ago, 
thereby  depriving  the  city  for  a  part  of  the  day,  cost 
one  corporation  over  $.'500;  and  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this,  or  a  similar  difficulty,  is  liable  to  occur 
so  long  as  we  depend  solely  upon  a  single  source. 
Happily,  however,  we  have  tendered  to  us,  even  at 
our  gates,  a  perfect  safeguard  and  a  generous  relief, 
to  be  secured  by  the  annexation  of  Charlestown  to 
our  city. 

In  support  of  the  foregoing  we  quote  from  Report 
of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  March  13, 1873,  pp,  0,  7, 
41,  42,  43. 

If  we  look  to  Sudbury  River  alone  in  our  extremi- 
ty, as  has  been  said,  we  cannot  satisfy  the  towns  rec- 


ommended for  annexation  for  three  or  four  years 
the  cost  of  the  works  there  is  to  be  enormous  and 
disproportionate  to  the  quantity  vouchsafed.  The 
Commission  here  auote  from  the  report  of  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Boa'rd,  March  13,  1873,  pp.  58,  59,  48, 
44,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Boston  is  not  now, 
and  for  the  next  four  years  will  not  be,  adequately 
provided  with  water;  a  fact  which  might  well  cause 
alarm  to  our  citizens,  vvere  it  not  that  by  the  proposed 
annexation  we  are  offered  the  boon  of  a  copious  sup- 
ply- 

So  far  as  quantity  is  concerned,  it  [is  fully  demon- 
strated that  Mystic  Lake  can  not  only  furnish  the 
cities  and  towns  now  depending  upon  it,  but  by  ad- 
dition of  another  pump  of  the  same  cost  and  capacity 
as  the  one  put  in  operation  last  year— cost,  $68,250: 
capacity,  8,000,000  gallons  per  day— and  laying  addi- 
tio"nal  mains  to  connect  with  Boston,  could  also 
probably  satisfy  the  wants  of  Boston  and  all  the 
towns  recommended  for  annexation  beside,  at  once, 
and,  if  necessary,  without  the  use  of  Cochituate  at 
all.  And  when  the  time  shall  come  that  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  will  be  insufficient,  we  are  close  upon  the 
period  when  Cochituate  and  Sudbury  will  be  equally 
inadequate. 

Of  the  qualitjr  of  Mystic  water,  since  an  intelligent 
treatment  of  this  topic  requires  the  knowledge  of  an 
expert,  your  commissioners  only  submit  evidence 
from  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  p.  453;  and  from  report  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board,  March  13,  1873.  p.  66. 

We  would  say  of  the  places  not  named  in  the  or- 
der, viz.,  Chelsea,  Everett,  Maiden,  Revere,  Winthrop 
Watertown  and  Medford,  that  the  general  knowledge 
of  any  one  acquainted  with  their  locality  and  the 
suburbs  of  Boston,  independent  of  any  exact  statisti- 
cal information,  would  cause  him  to  hesitate  before 
consenting  to  incorporate  any  of  them  at  present  as 
a  part  of  out  city.  It  is  true  that  if  these,  and  all 
intervening,  were  under  the  control  of  Boston,  im- 
provements might  now  be  projected,  at  compara- 
tively little  cost,  which,  adhered  to  and  completed, 
in  years  to  come  would  go  far  toward  redeeming  the 
city  from  its  unhappy  fame  for  irregularity  of  plan 
and  absence  of  design,  but  this  is  rather  desirable, 
than  at  once  expedient.  We  believe,  in  the  language 
of  the  order,  that  their  annexation  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time,  but  do  not  think  that  the  time  is  come 
for  such  action. 

There  having  been  no  legislation  calling  upon  the 
people  of  Boston  to  pass  upon  the  annexation  of 
these  cities,  as  is  the  case  of  Charlestown,  West  Rox- 
bury, "Brookline  and  Brighton,  the  expression  of 
opinions  or  arguments  by  your  commissioners  in 
favor  of  these  acquisitions  would  obviously  be  wholly 
gratuitous.  We  have,  however,  secured  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  tables  for  these  cities  quite  as  fully  as  for 
Charlestown  and  the  towns  recommended,  and  we 
cannot  forbear  urging  a  recognition  by  all  interested 
of  the  innumerable  gains  to  be  derived  mutually  from 
the  consolidation  of  these  municipalities  with  the 
city  of  Boston.  In  regard  to  the  annexation  of  these 
towns,  your  commissioners  are  of  one  mind,  both  for 
the  reasons  set  forth  in  Mr.  Hill's  report  and  others 
deduced  from  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  compiled  in 
the  tables  appended. 

Since  the  undersigned  have  been  led  to  conclusions 
diftering  from  those  arrived  at  by  Mr.  Hill  as  to  the 
advisability  of  the  annexation  of  Charlestown  to  our 
city,  they  deem  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  give 
something  of  the  reasons  they  have  for  taking  the 
position  they  hold.  The  area  of  Charlestown  we 
have  placed  above  at  520  acres,  and  these  are  the  fig- 
ures returned  to  the  Tax  Commission ;  but  they  are 
evidently  incorrect,  for  the  assessors  lay  a  tax  upon 
23,447,220  square  feet,  and  they  of  course  do  not  in- 
clude streets,  the  navy  yard,  State  Prison,  churches, 
cemeteries,  city  buildings,  squares,  etc.  Railroad 
enterprise  is  also  reclaiming  many  acres  from  the 
sea,  and  altogether  the  city  probably  covers  an  area 
of  more  than  eight  hundred  acres.  The  farthest 
point  of  this  territory  is  less  than  two  and  a  quarter 
miles  distant  from  our  City  Hall,  and  substantially 
the  whole  population  is  inclosed  in  a  circle  described 
by  a  radius  from  City  Plall  to  Chester  park;  while  the 
two  City  Halls  are,  in  an  air  line,  about  a  mile  apart. 
To  this  purpose  Ihe  commission  quote  from  the  argu- 
ment of  Hon.  Ellis  W.  Morton,  on  the  annexation  of 
Charlestown  and  Somerville  to  Boston,  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Legislature  on  Towns,  February 
27,  1871. 

The  statistics,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  Charles- 
town runs  into  and  intercepts  our  county,  afford  the 
most  substantial  grounds  for  every  argument  based 
upon  propinquity  of  situation.  By  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, the  city  of  Charlestown  has  the  exclusive  right 
to  take  water  "from  upper  Mjjstic  Lake;  the  yield  is 
practically  Inexhaustible,  being  estimated  at  .30,000.- 
000  gallons  per  day,  yet  their  admirable  water  works 
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have  a  capacity  equal  to  two-thirds  of  this  enormous 
supply.  By  these  means  Charlestown  has  not  only 
procured  an  abundirace  of  pure  water,  but— and  in 
this  respect  it  is  something  unique  in  municipal  en- 
terprise—the city  has  established  and  is  carrying  on  a 
business  that  is  paying  a  revenue  that  will  eventually 
extinguish  the  water  debt.  Thus  they  have  perma- 
nent contracts  for  the  sale  of  water  to  East  Boston, 
Chelsea,  Somerville  and  Everett;  from  these  and  its 
own  rates  the  proceeds  were  last  year  as  follows: 
Boston,  $45,397  46;  Chelsea,  $28,475  95;  Somerville, 
f  19,879  63;  Everett.  $1818  73;  Charlestown.  $85,672  96; 
Due  to  January  1,  $20,713  87.  Total  for  the  year, 
$201,958  60. 

To  maintain  the  works  for  the  year  ending  March 
1st,  1873— cost,  $63,335  54;  to  which  add  interest  on 
Water  Bonds,  $77,376  91;  total,  $140,712  45. 

This  sum,  $140,712  4.5,  taken  from  income,  $201,- 
958  60,  leaves  $61,246  15;  this  did  not  give  any  sur- 
plus, indeed,  did  not  equal  the  expenditures;  tor  the 
construction  not  being  completed,  $97,071  51  had  to 
be  charged  to  that  account;  but  the  construction 
account  was  closed  on  the  first  day  of  last  January, 
and  all  sums  expended  since  that  time  go  to  the 
mamtenance  account.  This,  for  the  six  months 
ending  July  1,  1873,  amounted  to  $47,470  41,  and  it 
will  not  average  more  than  this,  unless  the  demand 
be  greatly  augmented  in  the  future.  Doubling  these 
iigures  for  a  year  we  obtain  the  following  satisfactory 
result:  Maintenance  account  for  one  year,  $94,940  83; 
interest  on  Water  Bonds,  $77,376  91;  total,  $172,376- 
73,  which,  taken  from  the  receipts  of  last  year, 
$201,958  60,  leaves  a  balance  of  $29,640  97. 

In  connection  with  this  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  rates  in  Charlestown  are  less  than  in  Boston  or 
Cambridge;  thus,  they  charge  for  one  closet  only  to 
each  tenement  house,  however  many  there  may  be  in 
fact;  and  to  large  consumers  their  rates  are  three 
cents  per  one  hundred  gallons,  for  the  first  five  thou- 
sand gallons  used  in  a  quarter,  consisting  of  seventy- 
five  days;  and  above  this,  as  the  quantity  increases, 
the  rate  diminishes  to  two  cents  per  one  hundred  gal- 
lons, or  only  two-thirds  the  price  in  Boston  or  Cam- 
bridge, where  the  rates  are  uniformly  three  cents. 
The  debt  contracted  for  the  construction  of  these 
works  amounts  to  $1,461,259  41,  nearly  the^whcle  of 
which  is  represented  by  bonds  to  run  from  ten  to 
thirty  years  from  date — over  $400,000— bearing  five 
per  cent,  interest,  and  none  more  than  sis,  all  inter- 
est payable  in  currency. 

That  such  a  reserve  as  this  for  tbe  city  of  Boston 
would  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  water  famine 
need  not  be  urged,  while  without  it  the  calamities  of 
an  hour  may  teach  our  people  the  dangers  of  relying 
upon  a  single  source,  and  that  the  only  way  in  which 
Boston  can,  with  safety,  dispense  with  this  species  of 
"foreign  aid"  is  by  making  it  domestic. 

Charlestown  has  a  water  front  of  nearly  three  miles 
in  extent,  measuring  around  the  city  in  an  unbroken 
line.  Of  this  the  Navy  Yard  occupies  about  4600  feet. 
If  the  length  of  wharves  be  computed,  it  will  add 
nearly  two  and  a  half  miles  more,  and  improvements 
now  being  carried  forward  are  rapidly  expanding  the 
available  wharf  privileges;  an§  this  suggests  some 
consideration  of  the  terminal  conveniences  which 
the  city  offers  to  railroad  companies  for  handling 
their  freight;  opening  to  them  an  easy  access  to  the 
finest  wharves  in  the  harbor.  Soihe  corporations 
have  seen  and  taken  advantage  of  this:  The  Boston, 
Lowell  &  Nashua  have  already  expended  about  $.300,- 
000  in  the  improvement  of  their  purchase  from  the 
Mystic-River  Corporation,  and  contemplate  a  further 
outlay  of  $7UO,000;  this  will  reclaim  over  thirty  acres, 
and  give  them  a  water  line  of  4500  feet,  to  which  a 
draw  through  Chelsea  Bridge  would  add  2500  feet 
more. 

The  Mystic  River  Corporation  have  projected  and 
begun  work  upon  betterments  similar  to  those  of  the 
Boston,  Lowell  &  Nashua  Railroad,  though  more  ex- 
tensive, and  will  recover  about  sixty  acres,  with  a 
front  a  little  broader  than  that  of  the  railroad.  The 
River  Corporation  reserve  a  connection  with  the  rail- 
road, and  a  track  will  run  quite  around  their  wharf, 
and,  from  its  situation,  it  is  altogether  likely  that 
some  railroad  company  will,  at  no  distant  day,  be- 
come the  owner  of  this  property.  The  Fitchburg 
Railroad  now  has  a  terminus  in  Charlestown.  The 
Eastern  has  taken  400,000  feet  near  the  centre  of  the 
city,  on  which  they  purpose  erecting  a  freight  depot. 
This  company  will  spend  about  $750,000  here,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  heavy  business  growing  out  of 
the  system  of  consolidation  cultivated  by  this  road 
will  render  the  accession  by  it  of  the  State's  prison 
lands  desirable,  or  absolutely  necessary,  when  that 
institution  is  removed,  in  accordance  with  the  legis- 
lation of  last  winter. 

These  data  seem  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
Charlestown  will  become,  and  even  now  is,  a  princi- 


pal channel  through  which  sets  the  ebb  and  flow  of  a 
broad  and  extensive  internal,  coast  and  foreign  trade 
bearing  on  its  current  the  freight  of  the  Dominions, 
the  Northern  and  New  England  States,  and  a  share 
of  that  of  the  West.  The  statistics  show  that  our 
exports  have  nearly  doubled  during  the  past  two 
years,  caused  principally  by  the  augmented  facilities 
for  the  shipment  of  grain ;  and  the  greater  Improve- 
ments in  this  respect  anticipated  by  the  Boston,  Low- 
ell &  Nashua  Railroad,  the  Mystic-River  and  other 
corporations,  the  building  of  wharves  and  elevators, 
and  the  early  compleijon  of  the  Hoosac  and  its  con- 
nections, unerringly  mretell  that  Boston  is  destined 
to  take  front  rank  for  the  exportation  of  the  height- 
ened products  of  the  country. 

For  the  furtherance  and  attainment  of  this,  Charles- 
town affords  invaluable  accommodations,  and  a  large 
portion  of  her  territory  will  ultimately  be  devoted  to 
the  objects  indicated.  To  encourage,  protect,  and 
fully  develop,  therefore,  every  material  aid,  it  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  commissioners,  of  the  first  im- 
portance that  that  territory  should  be  a  part  of  and 
controlled  by  the  City  of  Boston.  The  business  will 
require  wide  wharves,  safe  docks,  harbor.  Fire  and 
Police  departments,  broad  and  solid  avenues,  sub- 
stantial bridges;  and,  in  general,  works  of  a  charac- 
ter and  on  a  scale  which  a  small  municipality  could 
not,  and  in  this  instance  oueht  not  to,  provide,  and 
which  can  only  be  secured  by  the  union  of  the  two 
cities.  The  argument  of  Hon.  G.  W.  Warren,  before 
the  Legislative  Committee  on  Towns,  May  4, 1870,  is 
quoted  in  this  connection. 

The  above  allusion  to  the  navy  yard  suggests  the 
reflection  that  exempting  so  large  an  area  from  taxa- 
tion is  an  injury  only  to  a  city  so  limited,  that  it 
crowds  out  people  who  would  otherwise  be  residents, 
and  if  Charlestown  had  enough  other  available  lands, 
this  institution  would  be  no  more  a  burden  to  that 
city  than  is  the  Common  to  Boston,  and  annexation 
will  cure  the  evil  in  this  quarter  which  they  experi- 
ence; besides,  Boston  cannot  afford  to  do  without 
the  yard,  for  nothing  else  would  so  insure  prompt 
and  liberal  appropriations  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  the  protection  of  our  harbor.  In  detail,  it 
can  be  said  that  Chailestown  is  already  provided 
with  water,  paved  streets,  sidewalks.  City  Hall,  po- 
lice station,  engine  houses,  schoolhouses,  library, 
public  baths.  Fire  Department,  fire  alarm,  sewerage, 
and  generally  all  the  necessities  possessed  by  any 
ward  in  Boston,  and  comparatively  little  extra  ex- 
penditure'will  be  incurred  in  consequence  of  this 
aanexation. 

Such  action  would  add  largely  to  our  population 
and  wealth,  and  thus  to  our  commercial  importance. 
As  to  the  citizens  so  received,  it  is  interesting  to  no- 
tice how  favorably  Charlestown  compares  with  every 
other  city  and  town  embraced  in  the  order. 

The  following  table  is  from  the  United  States  cen- 
sus of  1870: 

Total 

Population.  Native.  Foreign.  Colored. 

Boston 250,528  162,540  87,98fi  3.496a 

Somerville 14,685  10,558  4,132  26& 

Brighton 4,967  3,361  1,606  64 

Cambridge 39,634  27.579  12,055  848c 

WestRoxbury 8,683  6,021  2,662  58 

Brookllne 6,650  4.357  2.293  23cJ 

Charlestown 28  323  21,399  6,924  12T 

a  12  Indians,  5  Japanese.  6  1  Chinese,  c  1  Indian,  d  1  Chi- 
nese. 

Finally,  your  commissioners  believe  that  the  fu- 
ture of  Boston  is,  to  a  great  degree,  involved  in  the 
questions  herein  presented.  Their  principal  reasons 
for  advocating  the  annexation  of  the  city  and  towns 
recommended  may  be  briefly  summarized:  The  pro- 
tection of  public  health,  by  organizing  under  one 
head  a  general  system  of  sewerage,  demands  it;  an 
abundance  of  water  from  independent  sources  will 
be  thus  obtained;  concert  of  action  in  projecting  im- 
provements of  mutual  benefit  will  be  secured;  terri- 
tory for  houses  at  moderate  cost  within  the  city's 
limits  will  be  acquired;  opportunities  to  foster  and 
encourage  our  foreign  trade  by  rendering  substantial 
aid,  and  facilites  afforded;  increased  wealth  and 
numbers  will  give  us  additional  consideration ;  and  a 
people  whose  objects,  ventures  and  interests  are 
identical  will  be  brought  together  under  one  munic- 
ipal government. 

The  progress  of  a  community  depends  not  upon 
felicity  of  site,  fertility  of  soil,  nor  the  command  of 
natural  resources.  If  it  did  the  cities  of  Mexico  and 
St.  Augustine  would  not  be  more  celebrated  for 
their  age  than  development,  and  Boston,  without  a 
mile  of  navigable  internal  water  system,  the  metrop- 
olis of  a  country  ''that  relies  for  its  natural  exports 
upon  the  rigor  of  its  climate  and  the  hardness  of  its 
soil,"  would  not  be  constantly  crowded  for  room. 
The  enterprise  of  a  people  is  the  controlling  factor  to 
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solve  the  problem  of  their  destiny,  and  its  unceasing 
exercise  the  sure  guarantee  of  unlimited  prosperity. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Weston  Lewis, 
L.  Foster  Morse. 
Boston,  Sejit.  18,  1873. 

The  minority  report  is  signed  by  Hamilton  A.  Hill. 
He  begins  by  citing  the  precedents  for  annexation 
both  in  the  experience  of  Boston  and  London  and 
says,  Undoubtedly  a  keener  interest  is  manifested 
in  various  propositions  at  the  present  time  under  dis- 
cussion for  enlarging  the  area  of  Boston,  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  suburban  towns  which  it  is  sought  to  an- 
nex to  the  city,  than  by  our  own  citizens.  Or,  to  dis- 
criminate more  accurately,  by  those  who  transact 
business  in  Boston,  but  have  their  dwellings  in  the 
suburbs,  as  compared  with  those  whose  houses  as 
well  as  their  warehouses  and  offices  are  here.  And  it 
is  not  strange  that  this  should  be  the  case,  because 
the  former  class  is  constantly  reminded  of  the  many 
inconveniences  and  complications  which  come  from 
a  divided  citizenship  and  a  twofold  allegiance,  and, 
naturally  enough,  seeks  some  way  of  deliverance 
form  them.  And  yet,  in  truth,  those  who  have  their 
residence  and  cast  their  votes  in  Boston  are,  to  say 
the  least,  as  deeply  concerned  in  every  annexation 
project  which  is  or  may  be  mooted,  as  their  neighbors 
beyond  the  chy  limits,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
them  to  recognize  this  and  to  act  upon  it.  The  un- 
dersigned cannot  but  see  that,  in  the  broadest  view, 
the  interests  of  Boston  and  of  the  immediate  sub- 
urbs, as  ett'ected  by  annexation,  either  in  general  or 
in  particular  instances,  are  and  must  be  substantial- 
ly in  accord. 

After  alluding  to  the  growth  of  Boston  during  the 
quarter  of  a  century  ending  1870,  and  giving  inter 
esting  trade  statistics,  Mr.  Hill  predicts  that  an  era 
of  commercial  growth  and  prosperity  lies  immedi- 
ately before  our  city.  It  is  important  that  the  city 
should  have  room  to  grow.  A  large  portion  of  what 
is  now  known  as  the  city  proper  will  shortly  be  de- 
voted to  business  purposes,  and  it  will  be  impossible 
to  find  room  for  all  the  private  residences,  the  num- 
ber of  which  will  of  course  increase  with  the  in- 
crease of  business,  within  the  present  municipal  lim- 
its. With  no  new  annexation  of  territory,  the  flow 
of  population  from  the  city  to  the  suburbs,  although 
checked  temporarily  by  the  acquisition  of  Roxbury 
and  Dorchester,  must  continue,  and  ultimately  in 
greater  volume  than  ever  before. 

Mr.  Hill  considers  the  scheme  introduced  into  the 
Legislature  last  winter  too  arbitrary  in  its  character, 
to  be  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  not  altogether  practica- 
ble, in  view  of  the  number  and  variety  of  the  inter- 
ests which  it  seeks,  but  in  his  opinion  would  fail, 
should  it  become  a  law,  to  harmonize.  The  feeling 
undoubtedly  j)revail8  largely  among  our  citizens  that 
such  further  annexation  of  territory  as  may  be  made 
ought  to  take  place,  not  as  has  been  the  case  in  the 
past,  town  by  town,  and  under  the  pressure  of  an  im- 
mediate necessitjr,  but  by  the  acquisition  at  one  time 
of  territory  sufficiently  extensive  to  enable  the  City 
Government  to  provide  in  advance,  upon  a  well  de- 
fined system  and  on  an  ample  scale,  for  highways, 
water,  drainage  and  sewerage,  and  for  other  wants 
which  Boston  has  or  will  have  in  common  with  the 
cities  and  towns  now  surrounding  it.  Mr.  Senator 
Potter's  plan  is  generally  regarded  in  Boston  as  pro- 
posing to  go  further  and  faster  than  is  expedient  or 
perhaps  safe,  providing,  as  it  does,  for  a  complete  or- 
ganic unilication,  the  advance  which  it  is  sought  to 
gain  at  once  and  by  a  simple  stride,  seems  much  be- 
yond what  it  is  wise  to  attempt. 

n.  Another  plan  now  before  the  public  is  the  an- 
nexation to  Boston  of  the  whole  or  a  large  portion  of 
the  remaining  territory  bounded  by  the  Neponset 
River  on  the  south,  the  Charles  on  the  north  and 
west,  and  Mother  Brook  on  the  west.  The  various 
towns  inclosed  by  these  streams,  manifestly,  for 
many  purr>oses,  form  a  naturally  bounded  district  by 
themselves.  So  far  as  relates  to  drainage,  sewerage 
and  highways,  if  to  nothing  else,  they  ought  to  bo 
under  one  general  and  comprehensive  system  of 
government.  To  allow  them  all  to  continue  to  regu- 
late these  matters,  each  in  its  own  way,  can  only  lead 
to  permanent  confusion,  and,  in  reference  to  drainage 
and  sewerage,  must  greatly  endanger  the  public 
health.  A  bill  now  before  a  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission, 
consisting  of  three  competent  persons,  two  of  the 
number  to  be  civil  engineers,  to  devise  and  report  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  grades,  streets,  avenues, 
drainage  and  water  supply  of  all  that  territory  which 
is  inclosed  bv  Neponset  River,  Charles  River  and 
Mother  Brook,  embracing  the  city  of  Boston,  the 
whole  of  the  towns  of  Brookline,  Brighton,  West 
Roxbury  and  Newton,  and  a  portion  of  the  town  of 
Hyde  Park;  and  to  do  the  same  also  for  the  territory 


lying  between  the  Charles  and  the  Mystic.  In  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  plans,  the  bill  provides  that  the 
present  and  prospective  wants  of  the  territory  shall 
be  fully  taken  into  the  account. 

Mr.  Hill  then  considers  the  location  of  Brookline, 
Brighton,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park  and  Newton, 
their  relation  to  each  other  and  to  Boston,  which  are 
peculiarly  favorable  for  annexation. 

III.  Another  plan  for  municipal  consolidation,  em- 
braced within  the  first  which  has  passed  under  re- 
view, and  although  independent  of,  not  necessarily 
conflicting  with  the  second,  has  reference  to  the 
cluster  of  cities  and  towns  lying  to  the  north  of  the 
Charles  and  on  the  north  shore  of  the  harbor,  and 
thus  enumerated  in  Mr.  Senator  Potter's  bill:  "The 
towns  of  Watertown,  Belmont,  Arlington,  Medford 
Maiden  and  Everett,  and  the  cities  of  Charlestown, 
Cambridge  and  Somerville,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex; the  towns  of  Revere  and  Winthrop,  and  the  city 
of  Chelsea,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk." 

Much  that  has  been  said  in  this  report  upon  the 
oneness  of  interest  which  subsists  between  the  city 
and  the  suburbs  has  force  in  connection  with  the 
towns  just  named,  and  yet  in  many  essential  particu- 
lars these  towns  do  not  sustain  such  intimacy  of  re- 
lation to  the  metropolis  as  the  other  suburban  com- 
munities to  which  reference  has  been  made.  Situated 
on  the  other  side  of  a  broad  streani,  they  must  of 
necessity  have  their  own  systems  of  drainage,  sewer- 
age, highways,  and  water  supply.  As  relates  to  all 
these  very  important  matters,  they,  or  most  of  them, 
have  everything  in  common  with  each  other,  but 
nothing  in  common  with  Boston.  It  is  possible  that 
the  people  of  these  cities  and  towns  will  see  it  to  be 
for  their  interest  mutually  to  unite  together  under 
one  municipal  government,  and,  in  this  way,  to  ad- 
minister for  the  common  good,  everything  relating  to 
tne  district  in  which  they  reside.  It  is  possible  also 
that  such  a  municipality  might,  in  the  course  of  time, 
become  united  with  the  city  of  Boston. 

After  briefly  noticing  the  arguments  in  favor  of 
annexing  Charlestown  to  Boston,  Mr.  Hill  says, 
There  is  no  evidence  that  the  annexation  of  Charles 
town  to  Boston  will  induce  the  shipment  of  an  addi- 
tional ton  of  merchandise  by  these  lines,  or  that  it 
will  secure  the  slightest  reduction  in  the  rates  of 
freight  charged  upon  them.  The  Erie  and  th  e  Penn- 
sylvania railroads  have  all  their  termini  opposite 
New  York,  in  New  Jersey,  not  only  in  another  muni- 
cipality, but  in  another  State;  yet  it  has  never  been 
claimed  that  the  commerce  of  the  metropolis  has 
sufliered  in  any  way  from  the  circumstance.  The 
Cunard  and  White  Star  steam  vessels  also  stop  on 
the  Jersey  shore,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
these  ships  have  ever  found  themselves  at 
a  disadvantage  on  this  account,  as  compar- 
ed with  the  ocean  steam  lines  which  come 
directly  to  the  city  wharves.  Boston  and  Charlestown 
constitute  one  port  under  both  federal  and  State 
laws,  and  it  will  make  little  difference  to  any  steam 
lines  coming  hither,  or  to  our  merchants,  whether 
the  wharves  at  which  they  lie  are  included  within  the 
municipality  of  Boston  or  not. 

Mr.  Hill  would  not  be  understood  as  intimating 
that  the  time  will  not  come  when  it  will  be  desirable 
to  unite  Charlestown  with  Boston;  but,  however  it 
may  be  with  regard  to  Charlestown,  it  is  not  believed 
that  the  immediate  uiinexation  of  that  city  is  de- 
manded by  the  best  interests  of  Boston,  nor  is  it 
judged  to  be  expedient  at  the  present  time  to  extend 
the  municipal  limits  beyojid  Charles  River. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Hill  speaks  at  length  of  the 
metropolitan  form  of  Government  adopted  in  Lon- 
don, and  says  perhaps  the  metropolitan  form  of  gov- 
ernment might,  in  some  particulars,  be  adopted  to 
advantage  in  and  about  Boston.  For  the  territory 
between  the  Charles,  the  Neponset,  and  Mother 
Brook,  an  absolute  municipal  unity  seems  desirable. 
It  migtit  be  well  to  establish  a  metropolitan  Board  of 
Public  Works,  to  superintend  and  regulate  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  drainage  and  sewerage  in  Boston 
and  the  suburbs,  and  especially  for  the  protection  of 
the  river  Charles;  or  these  duties  might  be  performed 
by  a  superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  It  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
further,  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board 
of  Health  recently  organized  for  the  city  cannot  be 
advantageously  extended  so  that  a  metropolitan 
scope  may  be  imparted  to  it,  instead  of  the  strictly 
municipal  sphere  of  action  to  which  the  board  is  now 
restricted.  The  cities  and  towns  in  the  metropolitan 
district,  which  is  called  Boston,  have  much  in  com- 
mon in  reference  to  all  matters  of  health,  and  these 
matters  should  be  regulated  in  the  interest  and  for 
the  benefit  jointly  of  all  of  them. 

There  can  be  no  further  question  about  the  future 
of  Boston.  Its  position  as  a  great  commercial  and 
manufacturing  city  is  assured.    It  is  only  necessary 
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that  improvements  now  in  progress  shall  be  promptly 
completed;  that  the  enterprise  ol  recent  years,  and 
of  the  present  time,  shall  continue  to  be  displayed; 
and  that  the  possibilities  of  the  city  for  enlargement 
shall  be  steadily  borne  in  mind  by  its  people,  and  be 
acted  upon  by  them.  All  legislation  relating  to  the 
city  should  be  in  harmony  with  the  prospective  de- 
velopment which  lies  before  it;  and  all  local  plans 
should  be  laid  out  with  breadth  of  view,  and  with 
confidence  of  expectation.  Especially,  should  the 
form  and  character  and  scope  of  its  municipal  gov- 
ernment be  such  as  shall  efficiently  protect  its  inter- 
ests, faithfully  foster  its  growth,  and  worthily  main- 
tain its  reputation  for  solidity  and  integrity,  among 
the  sisterhood  of  cities  in  the  American  Union. 

THE  OLD  PEANKLIK   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  T.  J.  B.  House, 
superintendent  of  the  Baptist  Church  Extension 
Society,  expressing  a  desire  to  obtain  the  use  of  the 
old  Franklin  Schoolhouse,  or  a  part  of  it,  for  Sunday 
school  and  other  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REPERKED. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented  the  petition  of 
Leonard  Pickering,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Border  street;  referred  to  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1  submitted  ~the  petition  of 
the  East  Boston  Railroad  Company,  to  accept  an  act 
of  incorporation.  On  Mr.  Weston's  motion  the  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  a  Joint  Special  Committee.  The 
Chair  appointed  as  such  committee  Messrs.  Weston 
of  Ward  1,  Pickering  of  Ward  6  and  Kinsley  of 
Ward  3. 

Mr.  Kelly  of  Ward  15  presented  the  petition  of  Tim- 
othy McCarty,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building; 
referred  to  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  that  an  additional 
appropriation  was  needed  for  the  new  grammar 
schoolhouse  on  L  street,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
already  authorized.  They  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  Sept.  12,  18~3,  au- 
thorizing the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  com- 
plete the  furnishing  of  the  grammar  schoolhouse,  L 
street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $5000,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  complete  the  fitting,  furnishing  and 
fencing  of  the  new  Grammar  Schoolhouse  on  L 
street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  seventy-five  hundred 
dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  the  sum  of 
seventy-five  hundred  dollars;  the  same  to  be  added 
to  the  amount  already  authorized  for  the  Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  L  street. 

The  orders  were  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  orders  from  the  School  Committee  surren- 
dering the  Oliver  Primary  Schoolhouse,  East  Boston, 
to  the  City  Council,  reported  that  the  building  is  not 
needed,  and  the  time  has  arrived  lor  selling  the 
same,  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  an  order 
to  that  eilect. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caton,  the  rules  were  suspended, 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  reported  that  a  lot, 
containing  7600  feet,  on  Dudley  and  Forest  streets, 
had  been  purchased  for  $11,391,  and  plans  have  been 
prepared  and  estimates  received  for  the  erection 
thereon  of  a  hook  and  ladder  house  for  Company  No. 
4,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  City  Council  dated  May 
12,  1873,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  same  to  be  $21,000. 
They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  erect  a  hook  and  ladder  house  on 
land  owned  by  the  city  on  Dudley  and  Forest  streets, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  $21,000,  the  same  to  be  applied  to 
the  erection  of  Hook  and  Ladder  House  No.  4. 

The  orders  were  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries, presented  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $450  in 
repairing  and  furnishing   the   armory  occupied  by 


Company  B,  First  Battalion  of  Light  Artillery,  M.  V. 
M.,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  46,  nays  0. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  for  rent  of  Armory  for  Company  I, 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  in  Ameri- 
can Hall,  Ward  16,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five dollars  per  annum,  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  1873,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Order  to  allow  $1300  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  D,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  1806 
Washington  street. 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  for  rent  of  Armory  for  Company  I, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  .544 
Washington  street,  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  August, 
1873,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Severally  read  once  and  laid  over. 

REBUILDING  WASHINGTON   STREET, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  the  order  for 
issuing  of  permits  to  build  on  westerly  side  of  Wash- 
ington street,  between  Boylston  and  Avery  streets, 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins— The  Committee  are  unanimously  in 
favor  of  the  order  and  opposed  to  the  running  of 
the  street  through  to  Fayette  court,  and  the  Street 
Commissioncis  are  opposed  to  it  also.  So  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  people  shouldn't  have 
permits  to  build  at  once. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PROTECTION   OF   OITT  HALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  the  report 
and  order  authorizing  fixtures  to  be  placed  on  City 
Hall  Building,  for  B.  S.  Tobey's  invention  for  ex- 
tinguishing fires,  were  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Loring — I  understand  that  the  stand  pipes  are 
already  in  the  building,  and  the  expense  would  be 
but  a  trifle,  not  more  than  two  or  three  hundred 
dollars. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  13  —  I  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any  stop  valve  in  this  stand 
pipe.  The  object  is  to  use  the  present  stand 
pipe,  and  that  does  away  with  the  objection 
raised  before.  The  only  objection  to  large 
standpipes  is,  not  that  they  are  not  a  protection  to  a 
building,  but  if  they  are  numerous  in  a  building  the 
water  will  escape  in  very  large  quantities  in  case  the 
building  falls  during  a  fire.  So  far  as  the  present 
building  is  concerned  the  use  of  the  present  stand- 
pipe  would  answer  that  objection.  It  would  be  well 
if  we  set  the  example  at  the  outset  of  having  stop 
valves  a  suitable  distance  from  the  building.  That 
would  obviate  a  great  dilficulty.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested, however,  that  this  has  been  attended  to  by 
the  Water  Board,  and  I  will  cheerfully  vote  for  the 
order. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

REORGANIZATION  OF  THE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  report  and 
evidence  on  the  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  the  cause  of  the  fire  May  30,  1873,  and 
ordinance  recommended  therein  to  establish  a  Fire 
Department  (printed  City  Doc.  No.  97),  were  taken 
from  the  table. 

The  ordinance  was  read  by  the  President,  and  on 
the  question  of  giving  it  a  second  reading  Mr.  West 
said— 

I  do  not  propose  to  say  much  at  this  time.  This 
committee  have  given  a  careful,  full,  patient  and 
thorough  investigation  to  this  matter,  and  have  pre- 
sented their  conclusions  in  their  report,  which,  I 
trust,  every  member  has  read,  so  that  we  may  all 
know  what  we  are  talking  about,  and  what  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do,  and  that  proper  action  may  be  taken. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— At  last  we  have  come  to  the 
consideration  of  the  question  of  the  reorganization  of 
the  Fire  Department.  There  seems  to  be  no  one  who 
disputes  the  necessity  of  smie  radical  change,  and  the 
question  is.  What  shall  be  done?  The  majoiity  of 
the  committee  to  whom  the  question  was  submitted 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  permanent,  paid. 
Board  of  Commissioners;  the  minority  recommend 
the  abolishment  of  the  present  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department,  and  in  its  place  to  establish  a 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  alone.  The 
Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  Departaient  in  their 
report  recommend  no  change  in  these  respects,  but 
some  changes  in  details— increasing  the  strength  of 
the  department  as  it  is. 
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These  three  reports  do  not  conflict  in  their  recom- 
dations  as  to  changes  tending  to  increase  the  strength 
of  the  force  and  the  efficacy  of  the  water  snpply.  Tlje 
division  of  opinion  relates  solely  to  the  management. 
The  report  of  the  majority  is  so  full  in  its  argument, 
favoring  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  that  were  I  as- 
sured it  had  received  such  a  careful  study  by  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  that  its  points  were  fixed  in 
their  minds,  I  should  deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  a.ny- 
thing  here.  But  believing  that  committees  should 
give  the  reasons  for  their  conclusions  in  this  cham 
ber,  I  shall  briefly  state  why  I  am  with  the  majority 
in  their  recommendations. 

The  prevention  and  control  of  fires  Is  a  matter 
deemed  of  vital  importance  by  all;  and  the  whole 
community,  after  the  experience  of  the  past  year,  are 
keenly  alive  to  the  importance  of  a  better  protection 
than  thar  which  now  exists.  While  we  are  threatened 
constantly  by  attack  from  an  eneuvy,  we  should  stop 
at  nothing  which  would  render  our  lives  and  prop- 
erty secure.  The  majority  of  the  committee  take 
the  giound  that  we  have  the  force  at  hand,  but 
failing  to  be  under  a  proper  system  of  organiza- 
tion and  supervision,  it  fails  to  render  the  security 
we  must  have.  There  is  nothing  new  in  the  princi- 
ple of  commissioners  being  at  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment, rather  than  a  committee.  So  that  we  are  tak- 
ing no  step  which  experience  has  not  demonstrated 
to  be  a  success.  The  question  was  repeatedly  asked 
of  witnesses  in  the  public  hearings  of  the  commit- 
tee, by  the  Alderman  signing  the  minority  report. 
"Do  you  of  your  own  knowledge  know  anything  of  the 
working  of  commissions?"  What  is  a  commissioner? 
The  Alderman  himself  was  a  commissioner,  but  did 
not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  fact.  "Worcester"  says  a 
commissioner  is  one  empowered  to  act  in  some  matter 
of  business  for  one  or  more  persons,  or  for  a  govern- 
ment; so  that  a  committee  is  a  commission,  and 
therefore  there  need  be  no  prejudice  in  the  name. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  Boston  Fire  De- 
partment, consisting  of  497  men,  23  engines,  10  hose 
carriages,  7  hook  and  ladder  carriages,  80  horses,  21 
engine  houses,  8  hose  and  6  ladder  houses,  all  re- 
quiring constant  care  and  attention  to  be  kept  up 
to  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency,  at  an  an- 
nual expense  of  not  less  than  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  (including  the  fire  alai-m  telegraph),  and 
with  a  vast  amount  of  detail  to  be  looked  after  in  the 
purchasing  of  supples,  making  repairs,  etc.,  etc.,  is 
altogether  more  than  can  properly  be  looked  after 
and  economically  managed  hy  any  committee  (either, 
joint  or  that  of  one  branch  alone)  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. This  has  been  found  true  in  all  the  larger 
cities  and  many  of  the  smaller  ones  in  this  country. 
We  have  in  our  own  experience  since  the  great  fire 
a  to  me  striking  illustration  of  this  fact. 

Why  was  a  commission  appointed  to  investigate 
the  cause  of  the  great  fire,  rather  than  the  Committee 
on  the  Fire  Department,  as  all  matters  pertaining  to 
that  department  come  under  its  inquiry?  Not  because 
there  was  any  want  of  confidence  in  that  committee, 
but  because  no  committee  with  its  other  duties  to 
perform  could  give  proper  time  and  attention  to  this 
question  of  absorbing  interest  and  importance;  and 
also  in  fairness  it  should  be  said  that  a  more  impar- 
tial body  should  make  the  investigation.  Well,  that 
commission,  in  their  able  report,  made  many  well- 
considered  and  proper  recommendations  fo7'  at 
once  increasing  the  efliciency  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment. Ten  months  have  passed,  and  yet 
scarcely  any  of  these  recommendations  have 
been  carried  into  efilect,  and  the  reason  is  that  au- 
thority and  responsibility  is  so  dihiLed  between  the 
engineers  and  the  committee,  that  it  takes  months 
for  a  matter  to  be  decided  by  them  which  three  com- 
missioners should  and  would  decide  in  a  week;  and 
further  delay  is  caused  by  questions  like  the  pur- 
chasing of  an  engine  or  the  location  of  a  house  hav- 
ing to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  City 
Council,  and  again  delayed  for  all  the  members  of 
both  branches  to  discuss  it,  without  apparently  real- 
izing the  necessity  of  few  words  and  prompt  action, 
especially  when  life  and  property  are  at  stake. 

This  is  but  an  illustration  of  what  the  committee 
believe  to  be  a  fault  in  the  present  system  of  the 
management  of  the  Fire  Department.  It  is  in  the 
hands  of  too  many:  and  again,  if  you  reduce  the 
numbers  to  a  committee  of  Aldermen  alone,  as  the 
minority  report  recommends,  you  still  have  it  in  the 
hanJs  of  those  who  cannot  from  necessity  give  that 
attention  to  it  that  its  superior  importance  demands. 
We  say  they  cannot  give  the  attention,  because  it  is 
well  known  that  their  attention  and  time  is  divided 
upon  a  great  many  other  public  interests.  The 
same  men  must  be  on  several  committees,  all 
of  which  demand  attention,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  any  committee  to  have  other  than  a  superficial 
knowledge  of  a  department  comprising  so  much  of 
vitally  important  detail  as  this. 


Your  committee  believe  its  importance  demands 
more  of  time'  and  expe/ience  than  is  possessed  by 
any  committee  with  other  interests  to  look  after  and 
under  whose  supervision  it  would  be  but  for  a  single 
year,  which  is  their  term  of  office.  We  not  only  so 
conclude  because  it  accords  with  our  own  judgment, 
but  the  evidence  of  those  who  have  had  experience 
in  the  City  Government  and  on  the  Fire  Department 
Committee  is  the  same;  and  I  especially  ask  your  at- 
tention to  the  testimony  of  ex-Alderman  Plumer,  on 
the  i;^th  page  of  the  majority  report.  I  will  use  his 
own  words  "In  my  judgment  (alluding  to  the  locat- 
ing of  an  engine  house)  if  the  matter  had  been  in  the 
hands  of  a  commission,  they  would  have  accom- 
plished the  whole  thing  in  a  very  few  weeks.  Every- 
thing is  done  in  that,  way.  You  cannot  do  anything 
unless  you  have  a  committee  of  eight  men  present. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment is  expected  to  be  here,  or  he  is  here,  if  he 
attends  to  his  duty,  every  day.  During  the  time  I 
had  the  honor  of  being  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, my  first  business  (every  morning)  was  to  call  on 
the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  see  if 
anything  was  wanted.  Gentlemen  can  readily  see  if 
this  department  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  one,  two  or 
three  individuals,  who  are  looking  after  it  all  the 
time,  the  wants  of  the  community  and  the  wants  of 
the  Fire  Department  will  be  better  known  and  more 
speedily  met  than  they  can  be  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, when  you  meet  together  once  a  week,  or  once  a 
fortnight,  or  once  a  month,  and  the  ch'ef  business  is 
to  have  a  dinner  over  at  Young's  or  Parker's.  I  hope, 
sir,  (and  I  have  petitioned  for  that  as  one  of  the 
objects)  that  this  department  may  be  taken  from  the 
hands  of  the  City  Government  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  commission." 

Then,  again,  to  the  statement  of  an  ex-Alderman  and 
ex-fireman,  Hon.  Jonas  Fitch,  on  the  108th  page.  In 
answer  to  the  question  whether  a  committee  of  three 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  alone  would  be  more  satis- 
factory than  now,  hesays,  "I  don't  know  that  it  would. 
I  believe  that  the  great  diificulty  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
man is  in  consequence  of  its  changes.  To  have  efli- 
cient  management  in  any  branch  of  business  you  want 
the  men  permanent;  you  want  to  get  the  proper  men 
into  the  proper  place  and  keep  them  there;  this 
changing  brings  new  men  in  every  year  and  they 
have  got  to  learn  the  business." 

We  haa  plenty  of  testimony  in  the  same  direction; 
in  fact  it  is  all  one  way.  Even  the  minority  them- 
selves admit,  it  seems  to  me,  not  only  the  principle, 
but  go  farther  and  advocate  our  own  views,  if  I  un- 
derstand them.  They  admit  the  principle  by  recom- 
mending the  concentration  of  power  and  responsi- 
bility upon  a  fewer  number,  and  instead  of  a  joint 
committee  of  eight  they  advise  a  committee  of  but 
three,  and  also  the  necessity  of  a  commission  they 
admit,  when  as  they  sav  on  the  nineteenth  page  of 
their  report,  ''The  undersigned,  anxious  to  obtain  all 
the  information  necessary  without  saddling  the  city 
with  the  greater  burden  of  a  commission,  sought  for 
it  elsewhere  and  were  rewarded  when  they  had  ex- 
amined the  Birdsdill  Holly  System  at  Lockport, 
N.  Y.,"  etc. 

Now  the  minority  having  found  after  their 
anxious  investigation  the  right  thing  (they  being 
willing  as  they  had  previously  stated  to  do  the 
work  of  reorganization  which  the  majority  proposed 
to  hand  over  to  a  commission),  do  not  (ihemselvcs) 
assume  the  responsibility  even  to  recommend  it — 
nor  even  that  the  Fire  Department  Committee  should 
look  into  it,  but  recommend  the  "passage  of  the 
order  to  secure  its  examination  by  persons  of  skill 
and  then  report  concerning  the  same  to  the  City 
Council."  Now  the  principal  feature  they  bring 
forward,  they  propose  to  have  referred  to  a  "skilled 
commission,"  thus  adopting  the  principle  advocated 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

As  I  stated  before,  on  questions  of  detail  the  three 
reports  need  not  necessarily  conflict.  Whether  the 
Fire  Department  should  have  a  greater  or  less  num- 
ber of  engines,  and  permanently  paid  members,  or 
where  they  should  be  located,  or  what  should  be 
their  precise  duties,  or  under  what  discipline,  are  all 
questions  of  importance,  and  about  which  we  have 
as  decided  opinions  as  the  minority  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment Committee,  but  we  go  further  and  say — 
first  organize  properly,  and  under  the  proper  organ- 
ization you  will  have  the  details  best  arranged;  but 
ivithout  such  organization  your  improvements  will 
be  but  a  partial  success,  and  fall  far  short  of  what 
the  citizens  desire  or  the  importance  of  the  question 
demands. 

I  will  but  briefly  allude  to  the  objections  to  a  Board 
of  Commissioners,  as  presented  by  the  minority. 
This  first,  that  it  is  unnecessary,  I  thinK,  has  already 
been  answered.  They  say  we  ifiavc  something  like  a 
commission  in  th^!  Board  of  Engineers;  that  is  evi- 
dently in  the  minds  of  the  minority  a  good  feature, 
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but  the  Board  of  Engineers  have  but  limited  author- 
ity, are  elected  annually,  and  ■  are  not  permanently 
employed  in  the  city's  interest  looking  after  the  de- 
partment, and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  an  orsanization 
whose  chief  commanders  exercise  their  authority 
only  at  fires,  and  who,  themselves,  are  engaged  in 
various  avocations,  cannot  be  up  to  the  standard  of 
disciplme  and  efficiency  which  we  believe  ought  to 
exist. 

The  second  objection  regarding  the  expense:  We 
believe  that  instead  of  its  being  increased  by 
a  Board  of  Commissioners,  it  w^ould  be  less 
than  the  same  department  would  cost  under 
the  present  system.  The  salaries  of  the  com- 
missioners placed  at  the  maxiraxim  would  be  more 
than  saved  many  times  by  the  more  economical 
expenditures  required  in  purchasing  of  supplies  and 
the  repairs  upon  apparatiis  done.  I  will  leave  to  other 
members  of  the  committee  to  give  statistics  bearing 
upon  this  point. 

The  third  objection,  to  the  political  power  such  a 
body  would  have,  I  think  without  foundation.  A 
commissioner  appointed  by  the  Mayor — not  elected 
by  the  people— would  have  no  occasion  to  exercise 
the  power  even  if  he  had  it,  so  far  as  his  own  in- 
terests were  concerned :  his  position  is  secure  so  long 
as  he  properly  and  efficiently  discharges  its  duties; 
and  a  watchful,  jealous  people,  who  felt  that  their 
property  and  lives  were  in  his  hands,  would  see  to 
it  that  political  power  did  not  interfere  with  his 
duties  or  their  interests.  There  would  be  another 
influence  commissioners  would  have  to  meet,  which 
would  tend  to  keep  in  check  the  nndue  desire 
for  political  power.  Underwriters  would  watch  them 
sharply,  and  would  hold  them  up  to  the  work  of 
efficiently  managing  the  Fire  Department.  1  do  not 
either  see  how  such  a  board,  a  new  member  being 
appointed  every  year,  could  well  become  corrupt. 
In  New  York  the  Reform  Committee  did  not  recom- 
mend the  removal  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and 
the  testimony  before  our  committee  of  the  delegation 
of  underwriters  from  New  York  was  most  xinquali- 
liedly  to  their  honesty  and  efficiency. 

If  we  in  Boston  can  have  honest  Aldermen,  we  ■ 
can  have  honest  Commissioners.  The  statement  of 
the  minority  that  no  member  of  the  present  Board  o ' 
Aldermen  could  be  hired  for  any  service  which 
would  take  his  whole  time,  may  or  may  not  be 
true,  but  we  most  fortunately  have  heads  of  de- 
partments who  do  give  their  whole  time  and  re- 
ceive their  salaries,  serving  the  city  most  faith- 
fully and  efficiently,  and  we  therefore  propose 
as  a  head  to  the  Fire  Department,  three  good 
men,  under  whose  management  we  shall  have  an  or- 
ganization well  equipped  and  disciplined,  and  second 
to  none  in  the  world.  I  therefore  hope  that  the 
Council  after  due  consideration,  will  adopt  the  report, 
and  pass  the  ordinance  proposed  in  the  majority  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  don't  propose  to  discuss 
this  matter  at  any  considerable  length,  because  so  far 
it  appears  to  be  unnecessary,  and  because  I  fail  yet 
to  have  heard  the  first  argument  in  favor  of  a  Fire 
Commission.  I  understand  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  feeling  on  this  suDject,  and  I  have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  it.  It  was  the  endeavor  of  all  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  discharse  their  duties 
faithfully.  A  majority,  however,  readily  saw  that  so 
far  as  their  duty  was  concerned,  it  could  be  dis- 
charged by  the  appointment  of  a  commission,  and 
that  undoubtedly  would  be  so.  We  can  appoint  a 
commission  and  readily  wash  our  hands  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  department.  But  after  all,  is 
there  any  need  of  a  commission?  Is  there  anything 
in  the  management  of  the  Fire  Department  that  can- 
not be 'done  by  the  City  Government?  That  is  the 
question,  leaving  out  all  other  considerations. 

Now,  what  is  the  duty  of  the  Fire  Committee, 
strictly?  It  is  admitted — and  the  legislation  of  the 
Commonwealth  has  been  to  that  end — that  engineers 
are  a  body  of  men  who  are  to  take  entire  control  and 
management  during  a  fire.  If  it  is  admitted  that  a 
body  of  engineers  is  not  particularly  skilled,  it  must 
be  admitted  that  the  Chief  Engineer  is  the  one  who 
must  take  charge  of  the  management  of  fires.  So 
clearly  was  that  fixed  by  the  people  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  buildings  was  takeu  from  the  fire  wards  and 
given  to  the  Chief  Engineer.  The  talk  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  that  you  should  have  some  head — and  where 
IS  it  to  be  but  in  the  Chief  Engineer?  The  law  of  the 
land  makes  him  supreme  there.  Now,  what  is  the 
object  of  a  fire  commission?  It  is  nothing  but  the 
putting  of  weapons  into  the  hands  of  an  organization 
which  we  have  already  got.  That  is  all  the're  is,  and 
nothing  else.  It  is  putting  in  the  hands  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  the  proper  tools  with  which  to  manage  fires. 
Now,  what  is  the  difficulty  about  that? 

It  would  be  very  difficult,  if  you  went  over  the 
world,  to  find  a   better   organization    than  the  Fire 


Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  It  is  certainly  as 
large  in  the  number  of  engines  and  men,  in  propor- 
tion to  population,  as  that  of  any  other  city  in  the 
country.  Nobody  can  fail  to  see  this  who  will  go  to 
the  engine  houses  and  see  the  character  of  the  men 
engaged  in  the  department;  so  far  as  material  and 
personnel  are  concerned  they  will  challenge  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world.  And  a  great  deal  of  that  is 
due.  to  the  fact  that  this  has  come  down  to  us  from 
the' volunter  system.  We  look  about  us  and  hear 
such  men  as  Jonas  Fitch  and  others  talk  about  the 
Fire  Department,  and  we  find  that  they  followed  the 
engines  and  helped  to  put  out  fires.  I  have  heard 
others  praise  the  men  who  compose  the  department. 
Now,  is  the  department  sufficient?  There  have  been 
objections  raised.  Are  they  incurable?  The  minori- 
ty think  not.  At  first  blush,  so  anxious  was  I  to  do 
everything  possible  to  make  the  department  effective, 
that  I  was  ready  to  vote  for  a  commission. 

But  I  have  considered  the  evils  of  a  commission, 
and  the  question  whether  we  could  n't  cure  it  with- 
out a  commission.  There  has  as  yet  been  no  tarnish 
on  the  escutcheon  of  the  city  of  Boston,  beyond  a 
little  junketing  at  Parker's  or  Young's.  There  has 
been  no  charge  of  fraud  against  the  City  Government, 
and  for  one  I  am  against  the  importation  into  this 
city  of  those  commissions  which  have  been  full  of 
evil  elsewhere.  I  do  not  understood  why  it  is  that 
there  should  be  a  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  commis- 
sions. I  can  understand  how  readily  people  will  go 
for  a  commission,  because  they  say  they  will  take 
care  of  the  department.  But  is  there  any  necessity 
for  the  commission?  We  have  a  pretty  large  lot  of 
engines,  a  considerable  number  of  hose  carriages  and 
about  47'4  men,  while  the  City  of  London  Fire  Brigade 
consists  of  only  473.    Now  what  else  is  wanted? 

Well  the  complaint  suggested  by  the  friends  of  a 
fire  commission  is  that  the  Chief-Engineer  should  be 
nominated  by  the  Mayor — and  the  minority  have  got 
that  in  the  ordinance.  And  why  shouldn't  he  be? 
Why,  after  the  great  fire,  although  the  Mayor  had  no 
more  power  than  any  member  of  this  Council,  the 
people  looked  to  hira  and  thought  he  ought  to  have 
done  something.  But  he  could  n't.  He  was  power- 
less. He  left  it  where  the  law  put  it.  Yet,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, he  is  the  chief  executive  of  the  city,  and  he 
has  less  power  than  as  Mayor  he  ought  to  have.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  chief  executive  should  have 
power  over  the  Chief-Engineer  to  put  him  in  nomina- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  that  the  power  ought  to  be  in 
both  branches  of  the  Cty  Government  where  the  rem- 
edy can  be  more  readily  reached  when  an  evil  is  sug- 
gested. 

Now  you  propose  to  place  this  power  in  the  hands 
of  three  men,  to  let  only  one  of  them  go  out  at  a 
time,  to  give  them  control  of  five  hundred  men 
with  substitutes,  and  expenditure  of  half  a  million 
of  money  annually.  The  men  of  the  department 
have  got  to  stand  by  the  Commissioners.  If  one 
undertakes  to  oppose,  the  majority  still  remains.  It 
has  always  been  so.  It  is  true  that  we  have  a  fire 
commission  now,  but  they  have  not  this  power  over 
men  and  money.  Now  it  has  been  suggested  that 
the  police  should  be  under  a  commission.  Suppose 
they  are.  It  would  be  seen  that  these  men  have  con- 
trol of  this  money.  Who  of  us  has  not  been  to  New 
York  and  seen  the  Court  House  creeping  up  inch  by 
inch  and  all  this  corruption  known  to  exist.  The 
importation  of  that  sort  of  rule  is  not  the  sort  of 
thing  for  the  City  of  Boston.  It  isn't  necessary. 
Now,  can  you  do  without  it? 

The  putting  out  of  fires  has  got  to  be  left  with  the 
department.  Commissioners  might  intervene,  and  if 
they  did  they  would  do  so  mischievously,  and  do 
evil.  Can  the  city  of  Boston,  with  all  its  own  organ- 
ization, supply  the  Fire  Department  with  the  requis- 
ite men  and  means?  That  is  all  of  the  question.  If 
it  can,  why  try  this  hazardous  expcrment,  and  why 
pay  large  salaries  for  the  purpose?  This  is  the  sim- 
ple question,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  any  great 
speech  about  it.  Can  it  be  done  efficiently?  I  sub- 
mit that  it  can.  And  is  there  any  objection  to  it? 
If  the  Chief  Engineer  is  nominated  by  the  Mayor  and 
the  City  Council  elects,  then  the  City  Council  has  its 
proper  voice,  and  the  chief  executive  has  his  proper 
voice.  The  Chief  Engineer  ought  to  be  somewhat 
under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Executive  of 
the  city,  and  he  is  the  one  who  should  have 
the  nomination  of  the  man  who  is  to  take  charge 
of  the  city's  property.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
this  Council  would  not  consent  to  give  the  control  of 
this  matter  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Awhile  ago  it 
was  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  it  was  suggested 
that  it  should  be  given  to  the  Common  Council.  It 
was  readily  yielded  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It 
seems  to  me,  under  all  the  circumstances,  that  the 
other  was  the  way.  Now  the  question  is  with  refer- 
ence to  what  we  can  do  without  a  commission.  Can 
we  give  the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  department  and 
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his  assistants  tlie  requisite  machinery  and  appoint- 
ments? It  seems  to  me  that  we  can.  But  it  is  said 
the  commission  would  have  done  it  in  a  week.  If  it 
is  something  that  can  be  done  in  a  week,  it  would 
have  to  be  undone. 

With  regard  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  so  far  as 
my  experience  goes,  the  Fire  Department  have  told 
where  their  buildings  should  be.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  erected  them,  and  I  don't  know  that 
there  is  any  objection  to  giving  the  power  to  the  Fire 
Committee  and  letting  them  have  control  of  it.  And 
so  with  the  fire-alarm  telegraph— though  I  don't  un- 
derstand that  there  is  any  evidence  of  necessity  for 
that.  What  is  it  that  we  want,  then?  The  Engineers 
have  the  control  at  fires,  and  all  they  can  ask  of  yon 
is  to  give  them  the  requisite  machinery  to  work  with, 
the  requsite  engines  and  the  necessary  water.  Does 
the  City  Government  need  to  relinquish  all  its  power? 
I  think  not.  The  committee  gave  this  matter  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  and  yet  they  were  some  time  in 
making  their  report. 

Although  I  differ  with  the  majority  I  accord  to 
them  one  earnest  desire  to  accomplish  in  the  best 
way  the  object  submitted  to  them,  and  that  was  the 
best  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department.  But  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  commission  is  entirely 
unnecessary.  We  are  more  readily  reached  by  the 
people  than  a  commission  would  be.  We  are  here 
because  the  people  at  our  backs  ur^e  us  on  to  it. 
What  people  want  is  an  effective  department.  The 
people  as  a  people  do  not  want  a  commission,  and 
they  would  not  if  they  could  understand  the  matter. 
There  are  some  who,  for  various  reasons,  are  urging 
it  all  the  time,  I  know.  But  what  we  need  and  what 
all  want  is  an  effective  department.  Now  can  we  do 
it?  If  we  cannot  do  it  without  a  commission,  then  I 
would  go  for  a  commission. 

Now  I  see  it  is  suggested  that  the  Holly  system 
should  be  adopted.  The  minority  can  see  no  diffi- 
culty in  the  Holly  system.  It  consists  of  a  system  by 
which,  with  great  engines,  water  Is  driven  into  the 
mains  without  the  necessity  of  stand  pipes,  and  the 
amount  of  pressure  is  regulated  by  a  proper  mechan- 
ism attached  to  the  engine  to  regulate  its  work.  Sup- 
pose it  should  t»e  adopted  in  the  Burnt  District,  it 
would  equal  150  engines.  If  you  adopt  what  is  rec- 
ommended by  the  chief  officer  of  the  London  Fire 
Brigade  you  will  adopt  the  high  service  every  where 
about  the  city,  and  then  you  will  have  an  effective 
department.  There  is  another  thing,  Mr.  President. 
In  a  place  like  the  city  of  Boston,  where  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  Inflammable  material,  when  it 
is  known  that  the  quick  and  certain  placing 
of  water  is  the  true  remedy,  there  should  be  a  large 
number  of  men  somewhat  skilled  at  putting  out  flres 
in  their  early  stages.  And  for  this  you  can  have  an 
effective  aid  in  the  machinery  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. The  people  themselves  should  be  educated  to 
deal  with  fires,  and  when  a  fire  has  started  there 
should  be  people  throughout  the  whole  city  having 
the  requisite  means  for  the  management  of  hose,  that 
fires  can  be  readily  extinguished  in  their  incipiency. 
All  that  can  be  adopted  without  the  aid  of  a  commis- 
sion. You  have  already  got  some  machinery  which 
has  never  been  used.  You  have  got  police  stations 
and  small  engines  that  have  never  been  used.  All 
these  suggestions  only  go  to  show  that  wherever  you 
turn  the  committee  of  the  City  Government  can  do 
everything  that  a  commission  can. 

Let  us  suppose  that  you  have  got  the  Holly  system, 
the  requisite  number  of  engines  and  men,  and  what 
has  a  commission  to  do?  You  get  all  the  engines, 
machinery  and  men  into  the  hands  of  three  men.  It 
has  been  said  that  political  influences  has  been  at 
work.  The  great  trouble  in  that  respect  has  been 
with  the  repairs,  and  if  you  have  a  repair  shop,  all 
that  evil  is  done  away  with.  Is  there  a  need  of  a 
commission  to  do  that?  We  have  submitted  an  ordi- 
nance for  that,  and  an  order  has  been  introduced  for 
the  committee  to  select  a  place  for  the  building. 
What  need  have  you  for  a  commission  after  that? 
You  will  spend  fifteen  or  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
dollars  for  men  to  superintend  a  department  that  is 
absolutely  complete,  and  if  it  is  n't  complete  you  can 
make  it  so  in  a  day— and  the  City  Government  put  it 
beyond  their  power  to  control  H  at  all. 

Would  the  citizens  be  better  off?  They  reach  us 
quicker  than  they  could  a  commission,  and  if  we  do 
the  work  as  well,  they  will  be  as  well  suited  as  they 
would  by  a  commission.  I  did  n't  propose  to  say  as 
much  as  I  have,  but  what  I  have  said  is  upon  the 
necessity  of  a  commission.  These  are  the  dangers  of 
a  commission.  The  fact  is  the  City  Government  can 
supply  the  men  and  the  material.  Now  my  sugges- 
tion is  that  if  it  is  necessary  let  us  have  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  to  consider  the  recommendations 
in  detail.  Let  us  take  up  the  ordinance,  and  go  on, 
step  by  step,  and  let  the  gentlemen  show  where  it 


can  be  improved,  and  let  us  go  on  and  take  time  and 
do  it  right.  It  is  n't  going  to  be  done  in  a  week. 
Let  us  take  time  enough.  Let  us  give  the  requisite 
work  to  this  matter,  and  see  that  it  is  rightly  done. 

The  men  of  the  department  have  always  manifest- 
ed a  proper  degree  of  subordination  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  they  have 
sealed  their  service  with  their  lives.  I  do  not  think 
the  companies  should  have  the  choosing  of  tbeir  fore- 
men, and  if  they  are  nominated  by  the  engineers  it 
takes  away  that  trouble.  Now  there  was  a  great  fire 
in  Chicago,  and  that  was  under  a  commission.  Let 
us  deal  with  the  common  sense  of  the  thing.  We  had 
a  great  fire  here,  too.  We  were  naturally  inclined 
to  criticise,still  it  was  after  all  such  an  event  as  all  great 
cities  must  experience.  Well,  there  came  another, 
and  we  were  undertaking  to  condemn  the  system. 
Just  now  we  have  had  another  great  fire  in  Chicago 
under  a  commission.  The  Board  of  Engineers  does  n't 
suffer  by  that  comparison.  Now  I  will  grant  that 
if  you  do  appoint  a  commission  and  do  get  good  men, 
they  will  do  well.  But  if  you  have  the  right  Board  of 
Engineers,  they  will  do  well  too,  and  they  are  the 
ones,  after  all,  who  actually  control  the  department. 
Are  we  not  willing  to  take  the  time,  make  the  inves- 
tigation, and  give  the  Board  of  Engineers  everything 
they  need?  Of  course  we  are.  Then  we  well  know 
that  we  have  done  it,  that  we  have  given  them  ttie 
requisite  needs  to  accomplish  this  purpose. 

1  have  no  particular  connection  with  the  Fire  De- 
partment. I  neither  want  to  be  Chief-Engineer  nor 
commissioner.  I  simply  stand  here  ready  to  spend  all 
the  time  that  is  requisite  over  this  ordinance 
in  detail  for  the  purpose  of  securing  what  is  right,  re- 
quiring that  the  requisite  means  shall  be  placed  at 
the  disposition  of  the  Chief-Engineer  and  his  asso- 
ciates. I  go  for  the  Mayor  having  the  nomination  of 
that  oflicer.  There  is  no  reason  why  when 
our  attention  is  called  to  it  that  we  shouldn't 
take  hold  of  this  department  and  cure  it, 
wherever  we  may  find  there  is  any  trouble; 
with  the  pressure  of  duty  upon  us  it  seems 
to  me  that  now  is  the  time,  here  is 
the  body  and  these  are  the  men  to  take 
this  matter  in  charge  and  give  us  the  most  efficient 
department  in  the  country,  if  not  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  move  the  further  consider- 
ation of  this  subject  be  specially  assigned  to  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  prepared  some  statis- 
tics which  I  should  like  very  much  to  jJresent  at  this 
time,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity. As  one  of  the  gestlemen  has  stated,  this  is 
an  important  matter,  and  requires  immediate  action, 
and  when  members  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  rise  here  and  propose  delay  it 
comes  with  a  bad  grace. 

Mr.  Pease — Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  seems  so 
exercised,  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  thank  my  friend  for  with- 
drawing his  motion.  Some  three  or  four  months 
since  petitions  were  presented  to  the  City  Council, 
signed  by  upwards  of  8000  of  our  c'tizens  and  tax- 
payers [Mr.  Shaw  read  the  petition  for  a  Fire  Com- 
mission] and  not  a  single  individual  of  all  our  popula- 
tion of  27.0. 000  has  ventured  a  remonstrance  against  it. 
Tne  petitions  were  riferred,  as  we  all  knew,  to  a 
joint  special  commiiiee,  and  the  committee  has 
given  long  and  patient  hearings  to  everybody  who 
offered  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject,  after  having  ad- 
vertised in  all  the  leading  papeis  of  Boston  that  pub- 
lic hearings  would  be  held.  A  large  number  of  our 
most  intelligenl  citizens  came  before  us,  a  consider- 
able number  of  whom  addressed  the  committee,  giv- 
ing us  their  views,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  of  thirty 
persons  who  spoke  twenty-five  advocated  strongly 
the  appointment  of  a  commission,  while  of  those 
who  said  they  did  not  quite  believe  in  a  com- 
mission—the facts  they  stated  were  altogether 
in  favor  of  it,  but  that  whoh  number  even 
can  be  counted  on  one-half  the  fingers  of  your  right 
hand.  The  fact  is,  the  suggestions  made  by  this 
half  a  handful  of  men  were  in  reality  substantial  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  the  reorganization,  as  an  exam- 
ination of  the  evidence  will  show.  Another  fact  is 
patent— the  whole  community  expects  this  change, 
and  even  demands  it. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  that  is  all  I  have  to  say  on 
general  principles.  I  have  a  few  figures  to  present  at 
this  time,  and  if  they  are  not  complete  answers  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1  will  give  up  my  po- 
sition. 

In  18f)0.  the  population  of  Boston  was  177,840,  and 
in  1872,  270,000,  an  increase  of  fifty-five  per  cent.  In 
18G0,  the  total  valuation  was  $276,8fil,000,  which  by 
regular  gradation  increased  to  $682,724,300.  in  1872, 
the  increase  being  147  per  cent.  In  1860,  the  losses 
by  fire  were  ,$617,21.3,  which,  in  1872,  (not  including 
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the  great  fire  of  November,)  was  increased  to  $1,516,- 
549,  an  increase  of  144  per  cent.,  and  that  not  includ- 
ing the  great  fire. 

Now  let  us  see  what  has  been  the  increase  in  the 
expenditures  for  the  Five  Department  for  the  same 
time.  In  1860-61  the  expenditures  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment were  $112,098  53;  in  1861-62,  .$84,656  07;  in 
1862-63,  $107,555  74;  in  186.3-64,  $126,429  68;  in  1864-65, 
$1.58,177  31;  in  1865-66.  $151,922  65;  in  1866-67,  $177,- 
743  81 ;  in  1867-68,  $230,554  53;  in  1868-69,  $284,753  03; 
in  1869-70,  ,$344,558  64;  in  1870-71,  $418,507  21;  in 
1871-72,  $468,843  .50;  in  1872-73,  $661,842  25- an  in- 
crease, exclusive  of  the  great  fire,  of  317  per  cent. 
Those  are  figures,  gentlemen,  which  speak  for  them- 
selves. Fifty-five  per  cent,  increase  of  population, 
147  per  cent,  increase  of  valuation,  144  per  cent,  in- 
crease of  losses  by  fire,  and  317  per  cent,  increase  in 
expenditures  for  the  Fire  Department. 

In  this  estimate  I  have  given  only  the  current  ex 
penses  of  the  department,  without  including  the  cost 
of  hose  and  engine  houses  and  land.  I  will  give  you  the 
expenditures  for  hook  and  ladder  and  engine  houses 
from  1861  to  1872,  which  are  $516,829  56,  no  part  of 
which  has  been  charged  to  the  Fire  Department,  and 
there  is  yet  unpaid,  for  unfinished  buildings,  $46,- 
768  57;  which,  added  to  the  amount  already  given, 
makes  a  total  of  $563,598  Vi.  The  cost  of  the  fire 
alarm  from  1860  to  1870  has  been  over  $80,000;  and 
we  have  the  grand  total  of  $643,598 13  from  1860  to  1872, 
exclusive  of  all  current  expenses  for  the  department. 

Now  I  want  to  show  you  the  current  expenditures 
of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
In  1860  they  were  .$440  52;  in  1861,  $286  55;  in  1862, 
$16.39  95;  in  1863,  $2108  99;  in  1864,  $379;  in  186.5, 
$754  40;  in  1866,  $233;  in  1867,  $.518  45;  in  1868, 
$2444  96;  in  1869,  $4040  60;  in  1870,  $6779  94;  in  1871, 
$6700  20;  In  1872,  $73.57  07,  a  total  of  $33,683  63— the 
sums  from  1868  to  1872  inclusive  including  the  ex- 
penses of  parades  of  the  department  authorized  by 
said  committee;  and  all  this  does  not  include  one 
dollar  for  the  extraordinary  expenditures  consequent 
upon  the  November  fire.  These  figures  are  taken 
from  original  sources  in  this  building.  This  increase 
has  been  at  the  rate  of  1.570  per  cent,  from  1860  to 
1872,  not  including  the  extraordinary  expenses  grow- 
ing out  of  the  great  fire. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  enough  to  rest  where  I  am, 
but  we  have  a  minority  report  here  which  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  has  been  advocating.  What  does  it 
provide  for?  If  I  understand  him  aright  he  proposes 
changes  in  the  department — to  prune  it.  Mr.  Shaw 
read  extracts  from  the  minority  report,  one  the  quo- 
tation from  the  Transcript  of  two  boys  who  were 
weeding  a  garden  and  the  quotation  from  Hon.  Wil- 
liam B.  Spooner's  evidence  before  the  committee. 
Now  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  gentleman 
this  evening  are  but  a  repetition  of  what  he  states  in 
the  minority  report.  He  critisizes  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  then  upon  the  next  page  he  quotes  what 
that  board  has  done  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the 
city. 


Mr.  Shaw  read  other  selections  from  the  minority 
report,  and  was  proceeding  to  answer  the  arguments 
therein,  when  Mr.  Wells  cf  Ward  3  raised  the  point 
of  order  that  a  quorum  was  not  present.  Immediate- 
ly afterward  a  quorum  appearing  to  be  present,  busi- 
ness was  resumed. 

During  Mr.  Shaw's  remarks,  he  had  been  asked  by 
Mr.  Weils  of  Ward  3  to  yield  the  floor  for  a  few  min- 
utes. Mr.  Shaw  having  again  obtained  the 
floor,  said  that  when  courteously  requested, 
he  would  give  way  for  any  regular  busi- 
iness,  but  he  would  never  do  so  when  the  request 
was  made  in  such  a  manner  as  it  had  been.  It  is  a 
very  great  want  of  courtesy  for  any  gentleman  to 
rise  here  and  make  such  a  motion,  and  when  it  is  re- 
peated I  rise  here  to  protest  against  any  such  action. 

Mr.  Dean — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  proceed  with 
his  statements. 

Mr.  Jones  expressed  the  same  wish;  he  would  stay 
till  morning. 

Mr.  Shaw  positively  declined. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dean,  the^subject  was  assigned 
specially  for  next  Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings furnish  additional  accommodations  for  a  primary 
school  in  the  vicinity  of  Marlborough  and  Fairfield 
streets. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  rose  to  personal  explanation. 
He  said,  "The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  (Mr.  Shaw) 
bore  very  heavily  upon  me  in  his  remarks.  I  did 
nothing  but  what  I  had  a  right  to  do,  and  what 
any  gentleman  has  a  right  to  ask.  I  had  a 
right  to  ask  the  gentleman  to  give  way.  He 
may  be  very  well  versed  m  parliamentary  usages,  for 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  can  bear  off  the  palm  in 
this  Council.  But  I  still  hold  that  right,  neverthe- 
less, and  he  must  n't  expect  to  stand  up  here  and 
browbeat  any  one.  The  gentleman  has  done  the 
same  thing  here  twenty  times. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  never  done  so  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  Council,  and  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever 
rose  here  to  ask  the  privilege  of  a  personal  explana- 
tion. I  ur  dertake  to  browbeat  aiiybc  dy  I  I  under- 
take to  defend  myself  when  the  gentleman  interrupts 
me.  He  knows  that  he  was  wrong.  I  know  his 
animus  and  I  know  his  connection  with  the 
Fire  Department.  Let  the  galled  jade  wince. 
[Laughter.]    I  beg  the  pardon  of  the  Chair. 

The  President  ruled  the  discussion  out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  the  following 
was  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  making 
the  plans  for  the  new  station  bouse  in  Ward  16,  so 
that  part  of  the  building  may  be  used  for  a  branch  of 
the  Public  Library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 ,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
SEPTEMBER    3S,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Twenty  traverse  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court  (first 
session)  to  appraise  value  of  land  of  Merchants'  In- 
surance Company  near  the  Post  Office;  four  addi- 
tional traverse  jurors  for  the  September  term  of  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court;  thirty-two  traverse  jurors 
for  the  October  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  second 
session,  and  thirty-two|tfaverse  jurors  for  the  October 
term  of  the  Superior  Court,  first  session,  were  drawn. 

EXBCtTTIVE   APPOINTMENTS   CONFIRMED. 

Drivers  in  the  Fire  Department — VVilliam  B.  Lot- 
tridge,  Clement  W.  Smith,  Martin  B.  Kimball,  Chris- 
topher J.  Burrell. 

Special  Police  Officers  Without  Pay — John  P.  Ly- 
man, Jr.,  Union  Safe  Deposit  Vaults;  John  N.  Capen, 
Weeleyan  Association  Building  and  its  vicinity. 

Undertakers — Joseph  Weckerle,  Joseph  B.  Cassidy. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  following  nom- 
inations of  constables  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OH  Police: 

Francis  M.  Adams,  Arthur  F.  Anderson,  James 
Ball,  John  R.  Barry,  *Phinea8  Bates,  Francis  J.  Bax- 
ter, *Jacob  T.  Beers,  Morrill  P.  Berry,  William  W. 
Blake,  Gideon  B.  Blasland,  Charles  S.  Blood,  Charles 
A.  Booth,  Samuel  Brackett,  Samuel  J.  Bradlee, 
JFrancis  V.  Bullinch,  ^:  William  Burns,  Hiram  A. 
Campbell,  Samuel  Canning,  Jr.,  James  M.  Carter, 
Derastus  Clapp,  Lemuel  Clark,  Joseph  D.  Coburn, 
*Chase  Cole,  William  P.  Cook,  Henry  Crane,  Jr., 
tDaniel  B.  Curtis,  Samuel  A.  Cushing,  Charles  R. 
Cutter,  H.  R.  Darling,  t  William  G.  Davies,  George 
W.  Decatur,  David  M.  R  Dow,  Alvin  S.  Drew,  George 
G.  Drew,  Joseph  V.  Dudley,  John  A.  Duggan,  Alphe- 
us  Dunbar,  William  Ji.  Easterbrook,  Caleb  S.  Emery, 
Ephraim  W.  Farr,  *George  M.  Felch,  tThomas  Fol- 
ger,  tHenry  M.  Forristall,  Elijah  D.  Foss,  JEben  F. 
Gay,  Sarell  Gleason,  James  P.  Goodwin,  William 
Gordon,  Edward  W.  Griggs,  Thomas  Hall,  James  G. 
Harringt(m,  John  C.  Harrington,  Charles  W.  Hebard, 
Jsylvester  H.  Hebard,  tWilliam  L.  Hicks,  John  H. 
Hiller,  John  M.  Hodgate,  Merrill  S.  Holway,  Joseph 
Hubbard,  WilJiam  B.  Hughes,  John  Huston,  Henry 
M.  Hunter,  Frederick  P.  Ingalls,  Thomas  A.  Jackson, 
John  S.  Jacobs,  Frederick  P.  Knapp,  Russell  ;R. 
Knapp,  Abbott  L.  Knowles,  John  T.  Lawton,  *Abra- 
ham  M.  Leavitt,  *James  P.  Leeds,  Harrison  D.  Lit- 
tlefleld,  George  D.  Lund,  William  D.  Martin,  John 
May,  ^William  H.  Mcintosh,  *Samuel  Mcintosh, 
*Edward  P.  Mecuen,  tBenjamin  Meriam,  George  B. 
Munroe,  Jotham  E.  Munroe,  Samuel  T.  Munroe, 
Alonzo  F.  Neale,  John  B.  Neale,  Jlsaac  P.  Nelson, 
John  B.  O'Brien,  Isaiah  Paine,  Jr.,  David  Patterson, 
^iWilliam  S.  Peabody,  George  H.  Phillips,  ^Joseph 
Pierce,  Jonas  Pierce,  William  T.  Pindell,  George  B. 
Proctor,  John  D.  Reed,  t  Augustus  M.  Rice,  Edwin 
Rice,  George  Richardson,  Edward  Riley,  John  Robie, 
John  C.  Robinson,  William  D.  Rockwood,  Franklin 
T.  Ross,  Joseph  Rowe,  Burnham  Royce,  George  H. 
Royce,  Charles  Smith.  Lebbeus  W.  Smith,  Samuel  H 
Smith,  Thomas  M.  Smith,  tEdwin  R.  Smyth,  Asa 
Southworth,  A.  Chapin  Southworth,  ^:Edwin  B.  Spin- 
ney. JPrancis  R  Stoddard,  James  R.  Stone,  William 
H.  Stone,  Henry  C.Srratton,  Thomas  P.  Sweat,  Jere- 
miah M.  Swett,  William  H.  Swift,  Henry  Taylor, 
George  W.  Tuckerman,  *Charles  E.  Turner,  William 
G.  Tyler,  Johnson  Warren,  William  H.  Warren,  Jr., 
Caleb  B.  Watts,  David  L.  Wenlworth,  tLe(mard  Wes- 
son, Wright  W.  Williams,  4;Abraham  G.  Wyman. 


*Truant  officers. 
tHealth  Department. 
jTreasurer's  deputies. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  sewer  in  Washington 
street,  between  Summer  and  Franklin  streets,  was 
considered,  and  theie  being  no  objection  offered 
the  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

On  the  order  of  notice  for  a  sewer  in  Gouch  street, 
Mr.  Snow  appeared  for  the  estates  generally  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Crescent  place,  and  specially  for  No.  1 
Crescent  place,  which  had  been  drained  by  a  private 
drain  having  its  outlet  in  South  Margin  street.  The 
facilities  for  drainage  are  and  have  been  sufficient, 
and  if  the  city  requires  an  enlargement  of  this  drain 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  estates  he  represented 
should  be  assessed  therefor.  The  subject  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 


On  the  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  John  Stetson, 
Jr.,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  4 
Alden  street,  no  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  peti- 
tion was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

On  the  petition  of  Blackmer,  Mandell  <fc  Co.,  to 
use  a  steam  engine  at  48  Bedford  street,  an  order  of 
notice  was  issued  for  a  hearing  Oct.  13,  at  4  P.  M. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  H.  Richard- 
son, that  the  prade  of  Savin-Hill  avenue  be  estab- 
lished near  his  estate. 

Samuel  P.  Loud,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Dorchester  avenue.  Ward  16. 

Horace  Billings  &  Son  «)!  a/. ,  that  projecting  signs 
be  prohibited  on  High  and  Summer  streets. 

Abbott  &  Howard  «<  ai.,  for  plank  walks  upon  the 
Oliver-street  extension, 

Benjamin  James  ei  a^.,  that  Gold  street  be  graded 
and  paved  from  D  to  E  street. 

James  Device,  for  sidewalk  at  corner  Eighth  and  E 
streets. 

C.  H.  Callahan,  foi  sidewalk  at  corner  Third  and  H 
streets. 

M.  J.  Ryder,  that  Bolton  street  be  paved  wi,th  wood 
between  D  and  E  streets. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  that  the  grade 
of  Albany  street  be  revised. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Chase,  Shute  &  Co., 
for  removal  of  hack  stand  from  31  Kilby  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  Parker  et  al. , 
for  a  sewer  in  Sturgis  street,  from  Pearl  street  to 
Oliver  street. 

Ariel  Snow  ef  al.,  for  sewer  in  Moreland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Addison  P.  Wheelock,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on 
Hancock  street,  near  Columbia. 

Thomas  &  Griffiths,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on 
Drake's  wharf. 

James  McGraim,  to  occupy  stable  on  Everett  street, 
at  No.  75. 

Bolton,  Dewar  &  Fieldhouse,  to  occupy  stable  on 
Reed  street,  rear  lead  works. 

Noyes  &  Walker,  to  erect  stable  at  5  North  Centre 
street. 

Fred  Pope,  to  erect  two  brick  stables  on  Fairfield 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claiw.s.  Samuel  C.  Davis,  for 
compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  obstructions  in 
Dudley  street,  opposite  the  old  Roxbury  City  Hall. 
Defendant  was  thrown  from  his  buggy  and  seriously 
injured.  He  has  been  obliged  to  pay  $100  for  repairs 
on  his  buggy. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lam,ps.  James  H.  Upham  et  al, 
for  lamp  on  Bowdoin  street.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on  part  of  this 
Board.  Sidney  B.  Morse,  for  removal  of  a  tree  from 
sidewalk  of  21  Camden  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  part  of 
this  Board.  Stanley,  Gore  &  Co.,  to  alter  certain 
buildings  on  their  Albany-street  wharf. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  A.  O.  Brewster 
et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  October  8  for  a 
political  meeting. 

REMOVAL  FROM   THE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chief-Engi- 
neer Damrell  transmitting  the  cause,  viz.,  intoxica- 
tion, of  the  removal  of  Thomas  C.  Soesraan  from  the 
Fire  Department.    Placed  on  file. 

FROM  THE   SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

A  proposal  was  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee to  hold  a  joint  convention  with  that  body  on 
Tuesday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  1873,  at  7J4 
P.  M.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
William  O.  Johnson,  a  member  of  the  committee 
from  Ward  4.    The  Board  concurred. 

PROM   THE    STREET   COMMISSIONERS. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Essex  street  at 
the  corner  of  Washington  street,  by  taking  land  of 
H.  Hollis  Hunnewell,  at  an  expense  of  $750. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  explain  that  this  is  no 
new  undertaking.  This  32  feet  should  have  been 
taken  at  the  time  of  the  original  extension,  but 
through  some  mistake  of  the  surveyor  it  was 
omitted,  and  this  additional  space  is  now  proposed 
to  be  taken  to  make  the  widening  of  Essex  street 
complete  at  the  junction  with  Washington  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pave  Gouch  street  with  small  granite 
blocks,  at  an   estimated  cost  of  $6000.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  on  southerly  side  of 
Cedar  street,  from  Thornton  to  Hawthorn  street. 
Passed. 
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SITE  FOR  A  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

The  report  of  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health 
■with  orders  to  purchase  426,984  square  feet  of  land 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16,  with  all  the  buildings 
thereon,  at  a  cost  of  $86,000,  as  a  smallpox  hospital 
establishment,  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  the 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Alderman  Clark— It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  hard- 
ly any  occasion  for  us  to  go  into  the  expense  of  pur- 
chasing a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital,  inasmuch  as 
■we  already  have  a  good  location  which  was  selected 
a  year  ago.  after  a  great  deal  of  looking  about,  and 
which,  if  properly  graded,  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  years  to  come.  There  are  many  objections 
to  this  lot,  which  I  do  not  propose  to  mention.  In 
order  to  settle  the  question  at  once  I  move  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  subject. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentleman  opposite  de- 
cides that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital. If  that  is  the  fact  I  am  perfectly  satisfied. 
The  committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred 
have  been  urged  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  various 
citizens  of  Boston  to  make  a  report  of  a  site  for  a 
smallpox  hospital.  That  report  has  been  made  and 
the  reasons  are  given.  The  gentleman  was  on  the 
cdmtniftee  which  purchased  the  Swett-street  lot,  and 
I  ■was  on  that  committee  also.  The  location  of  a 
hospital  there  affected  the  citizens  of  Ward  13,  as  the 
gentleman  very  well  knows.  Now  this,  no  doubt, 
affects  residents  of  Ward  16.  of  whom  I  am  one.  I 
suppose  it  will  affect  them  as  much  as  it  did  those  in 
Ward  13  The  only  question  for  this  Board  to  decide 
is  whether  this  is  a  proper  place,  whether  it  interferes 
■with  as  few  people  as  any  other  locality.  He  says 
there  are  many  objections  besides  this  one  of  local- 
ity. Now  is  there  a  necessity  for  the  city  of  Boston 
t6  spend  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  a  site  for  a 
smallpox  hospital?  It  was  stated  when  the  disease 
v/as  raging  here  that  the  city  did  nothing  for  the 
aflaicted.  Now  it  happens  that  no  persons  are  suffer- 
ing' fr^ti  the  disease  and  it  is  the  time  for  the 
cit^  to  ueclde.  We  have  a  communication  from 
the'  Board  of  Health  that  a  smallpox  hospital  is 
necessary  and  an  order  is  before  us  for  the  sale  of  the 
Swetr-«treet  Hospital.  The  board  was  in  consultation 
with  the  Mayor,  and  after  deciding  that  Swett  street 
was  not  a  proper  place  for  the  hospital,  they  seized 
the  old  Roxbury  Almshouse,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  should  be  done  away  with  as  soon  as  possible. 
If  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  one  I  shall  very  cheer- 
fully vote  foi  a  postponement.  My  friend  knows 
that  he  was  as  anxious  as  any  one  could  be  for  a 
hospital  ■when  the  disease  was  raging  here.  He  visit- 
ed this  place  more  than  a  year  ago  and  decided  that 
it  -was  as  good  a  site  as  could  be  obtained,  and  would 
interfere  ■with  as  fe^w  people.  But  the  Swett-street 
plan  had  gone  so  far  that  that  lot  of  land  had  to  be 
taken  I  want  this  matter  to  come  fairly  before  the 
citizens  of  my  ward  and  every  other  ward.  If  the 
citizens  who  object  to  this  can  find  a  better  place  I 
am  in  favor  of  taking  some  other  site.  But  there 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  need  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  the  various  reasons  of  which 
the  gentleman  speaks. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  state  that  one  of  the  very 
best  reasons  in  the  world  is  that  we  own  the  best  site 
for  a  hospital  in  the  city,  which  we  purchased  at  an 
expense  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and  erected  a 
building  thereon  in  ten  days.  This  building  the 
physicians  decided  was  not  suitable  for  a  smallpox 
hospital.  I  believe  we  should  have  such  a  hos- 
pital besides  the  one  at  Gallop's  Island.  We 
already  own  this  location,  and  have  made  an 
appropriation  to  erect  thereon  a  suitable  insti- 
tution. I  admit  that  physicians  said  the  small- 
pox hospital  was  not  a  good  one,  but  their  rea- 
sons were  on  account  of  the  building  and  not  of  the 
locality.  I  have  talked  with  some  of  these  physicians 
this  week,  and  they  say  if  the  land  is  raised  to  a 
proper  grade  there  would  be  no  objection.  Some 
months  ago  I  introduced  an  order  to  have  this  land  on 
Swett  street  raised,  expecting  that  some  order  of  this 
kind  would  come  in.  If  the  street  sweepings  had 
been  put  on  Swett  street,  it  would  have  been  already 
raised  to  a  sufficient  grade.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go 
into  the  various  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  Co- 
lumbia-street site  this  afternoon,  except  to  state 
that  the  principal  reason  we  did  not  take  it  last  year 
was  because  we  found  a  better  place.  Here  is  a 
place  so  isolated  that  no  one  can  raise  any  objection 
to  it,  and  still  within  twenty  minutes'  ride  of  any 
part  of  the  city.  If  this  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement is  passed,  I  propose  to  introduce  an  order 
to  raise  the  grade  of  the  Swett  street  property,  and 
erect  thereon  a  first-class  smallpox  hospital. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  don't  like  to  have  the  gen- 
tleman quibble  about  this  matter.  It  was  not  only 
the  building  but  the  location  that  caused  the  decision 
of  the  physicians.    If  the  physicians  have  changed 


their  minds  I  have  nothing  to  say.  We  acted  in  com- 
munication with  the  Board  of  Health,  and  have  to 
take  whatever  stigma  there  is  attached  to  it.  I  have 
done  what  I  believe  no  other  Alderman,  except  a  very 
few,  would  have  done,  for  almost  any  one  would 
have  reported  in  favor  of  locating  the  hospital  in 
any  ward  except  his  oven.  This  place  was  lo- 
cated there  because  it  was  favored  by  the  Board  of 
Health.  The  gentleman  says  that  this  site  was  not 
selected  a  year  ago  for  various  reasons.  I  never 
heard  of  any  reasons  except  that  Swett  street  was  a 
little  nearer  to  the  city  than  any  other  site  proposed. 
If  it  is  decided  by  the  Mayor  and  the  physicians,;!  am 
vvilling  to  indefinitely  postpone,  and  let  this  matter 
be  fixed.  I  am  not  anxious  to  have  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital near  me  in  Ward  16.  My  friend  knows  whether 
I  have  wojked  for  smallpox  patients.  I  visited 
Gallop's  Island  when  I  venture  to  say  that 
he  would  n't  have  done  it.  Now  I  know 
I  have  displeased  some  of  my  neighbors  in 
Ward  16.  I  know  where  these  objections  are,  and 
one  of  them  has  come  to  me.  If  Swett  street  is  the 
proper  place,  I  can't  see  why  the  Mayor  was  so  . 
anxious  for  us  to  report  for  a  site  for  a  smallpox 
hospital,  and  it  is  at  his  solicitation  and  of  citizens 
outside  of  this  Board  that  we  have  made  this  report. 
I  don't  care  whether  It  is  in  Ward  16  or  not,  but  we. 
should  be  Christians  enough  to  consent  to  have  it  lo- 
cated within  a  mile  of  us. 

Alderman  Clark— lam  willing  to  give  the  Alderman 
credit  for  having  worked  with  all  his  power  to  sup- 
press the  disease.  He  did  several  things  which  I 
would  not  do  individually.  I  give  him  credit  for 
having  done  everything  in  his  power,  and  I  don't 
wish  to  throw  out  any  insinuations  thai  he  has  acted 
in  any  other  manner  in  this  report  than  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  strictly  in  his  line  of  duty.  But  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  us  to  pur- 
chase any  more  land.  We  own  land  in  va- 
rious sections  besides  on  Swett  street,  which 
might  be  utilized  for  this  purpose.  We 
already  have  an  admirable  location,  and  I  had  almost 
supposed  that  the  Alderman  had  agreed  to  it.  At  all 
events  we  have  it,  and  ii  is  in  almost  as  healthy  a 
locality  as  we  can  expect  to  have  a  smallpox  hospital 
located  m.  If  a  location  where  you  can  get  a  water 
view  is  desirable,  as  it  seems  to  be  on  Beacon  street, 
that  on  Swett  street  when  it  is  raised  to  a  proper 
grade  will  have  precisely  the  same,  and  there  can  be 
no  objections  on  that  score.  I  mention  facts  when  I 
state  that  I  have  got  statements  from  physicians  whO' 
were  opposed  to  this  location  last  winter,  who  now 
say  that  if  it  is  raised  it  will  be  just  as  good  as  Bea- 
con or  Brimmer  streets. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  say  that  I  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  last  year  that  Swett  street  was  the  best 
location  then.  I  take  only  the  statements  of  those 
■whose  opinions  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  hos- 
pital are  known.  I  have  no  other  view,  and  I  argued 
in  favor  of  it  in  the  Board  of  Health  last  year.  I 
argued  then  that  the  patients  shonld  go  to  the  island, 
that  there  should  be  provision  for  them  to  go  there 
as  easily  as  they  could  anywhere  else.  I  argued  that 
the  city  should  have  ferry  drops,  as  at  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries,  that  the  patients  could  be  easily  and  com- 
fortably transported.  This  is  still  my  view,  but  the 
physicians  opposed  me,  and  if  they  oppose  me  now 
I  am  willing  to  yield.  I  will  offer  an  amendment 
that  my  friend  may  bring  in  any  location  he  pleases. 
I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark — Does  this  take  precedence  of  my 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone? 

The  Chair— It  does. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hope  the  matter  will  be  disposed 
of  this  afternoon,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  laid  on. 
the  table. 

Alderman  Sayward— If  any  gentleman  desires  to 
say  anything  I  have  no  objection,  and  will  withdraw 
my  motion  for  that  purpose.  I  made  this  motion  to 
give  the  gentleman  an  opportunity  to  bring  in  the 
order  to  grade  Swett  street. 

The  motion  to  la/  on  the  table  was  defeated. 

Alderman  Clark— I  now  renew  my  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  the  order  and  request  the  yeas  and 
nays  thereon. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be 
postponed,  but  that  it  will  be  definitely  and  finally 
settled  at  the  present  time.  I  think  the  gentlemen  of 
this  Board  are  as  well  prepared  to  settle  this  question 
now  as  at  any  other  time,  and  if  it  is  in  order  I 
would  like  to  say  something  on  this  location  of  a 
smallpox  hospital. 

The  Chair— It  is  perfectly  proper  to  debate  the 
question. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  opposed  to  this  proposed 
location  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  for  the  same  rea- 
sons that  I  gave  against  taking  the  Marcella-street 
site,  and  I  haven't  yet  had  occasion  to  change  my 
mind.    I  think  the  taking  of  that  lot  caused  more 


SEPTEMBER       22 


1873. 


369 


injury  than  good,  for  it  is  well  known  that  one  life 
was  sacrificed.  I  do  not  wish  to  put  upon  the  citizens 
of  Ward  10  what  I  tried  to  prevent  being  put  upon 
the  people  of  the  Highlands.  If  there  is  any  sacrifice 
the  city  should  bear  the  burden  equally.  It  is 
well  known  that  if  this  hospital  is  located  in 
Ward  If)  it  will  ruin  property  in  the  vicinity.  The 
exigencies  of  the  case  do  not  require  its  location 
there  now.  The  smallpox  has  abated  entirely.  I 
always  thought  that  the  Swett-street  Hospital  was  in^a 
proper  place.  If  the  wealthiest  of  our  citizens  can 
live  on  made  l?nd,  such  as  that  at  the  foot  of  the 
Public  Garden,  I  think  that  Swett  street  can  be  made 
suitable  for  smallpox  patients.  At  any  rate  there  is 
no  reason  for  aft^lictiug  the  residents  of  Ward  16  with 
such  an  injury  now.  I  think  the  Board  is  ready  to 
settle  this  question  today,  and  I  hope  the  question 
will  be  taken  on  its  merits. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  certainly  ignorant  of  my  in- 
tention if  an  indefinite  postpoLemen'  does  not  settle 
the  ma'^ter  so  far  as  that  location  is  concerned.  I 
suppose  that  kills  the  subject,  and  if  it  does  not  1  am 
willing  to  have  a  yea  and  nay  vote  on  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Alderman  Say  ward — I  think  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment would  settle  this  matter  for  all  time.  But  my 
friend  wants  to  see  whether  there  is  any  one  in  favor 
of  this  location  or  not.  I  don't  know  whether  he 
will  accomplish  it  as  well  this  way  as  in  auy  other. 
He  says  he  don't  wish  to  put  a  smallpox  hospital  on 
any  one  place.  Let  me  ask  him  if  there  were  not  ob- 
jections when  it  was  located  on  Swett  street. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  gentleman  who  advocates  a  measure  here  is  going 
to  vote  for  it.  I  want  to  have  the  matter  settled  def- 
initely. I  supposed  it  was  the  easiest  and  best  way 
to  have  the  matter  stand  on  its  merits,  and  vote  it 
down  or  pass  it,  and  not  get  round  it  by  a  postpone- 
ment. I  supposed  that  my  way  was  the  easiest  to  set- 
tle the  matter  entirely. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  call  for  a  vote  on  my 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone,  and  on  that  I  ask 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Gibson — It  is  well  known  that  I  have 
been  an  advocate  of  the  Swett-street  Hospital  site 
from  the  commencement,  and  I  believe  that  if  it  were 
raised  to  the  proper  grade  it  would  be  satisfactory. 
Prom  the  representations  of  the  committee  who  have 
visited  this  proposed  site,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a 
first  rate  locality.  But  if  the  Board  thinks  best  to 
come  back  to  Swett  street  and  raise  the  grade  I 
should  prefer  it  to  taking  the  other  site;  I  think  the 
Marcella-street  site  very  objectionable.  I  know  of 
many  people  in  Ward  16  who  feel  that  their  property 
would  be  injured;  some  say  it  will  depreciate  prop- 
erty a  million  and  a  half  dollars  in  the  next  five  years. 

Alderman  Sayward — Gentlemen  may  now  see  the 
dilemma  in  which  the  committee  is  placed.  We  have 
voted  in  committee  for  this  lot  of  land,  and  I  propose 
to  stand  by  my  report  unless  gentlemen  will  allow  us 
to  lay  this  report  on  the  table  and  show  us  a  better 
location.  We  have  voted  upon  every  location,  and 
now  you  refuse  to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table  till  a 
better  one  can  be  found.  If  this  is  the  rule  I  must 
abide  by  it. 

The  vote  on  indefinite  postponement  was  then 
taken,  with  the  following  result: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutler, 
Emery,  Hulbert,  Power,   Quincy,  Stebbins— 9. 

Nays— Aldermen  Gibson,  Sayward— 2. 

So  the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  a"  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  be 
directed  to  raise  the  grade  of  Swetvstreet  Hospital 
territory  and  proviae  suitable  drainage  therefor,  sat- 
isfactory to  the  Board  of  Health ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  existing  appropriation  for  a  Smallpox 
Hospital. 

The  rules  having  been  suspended  and  the  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  order.  Alderman  Sayward 
said— 

I  don't  object  to  the  passage  of  the  order  if  it  is  a 
proper  one.  I  don't  know  but  I  may  be  mistaken. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  Committee  on  Health  will 
have  no  power  to  grade  the  Swett-street-Hospital  ter- 
ritory. If  the  gentleman  is  fully  satisfied  that  the 
order  is  right  I  will  have  no  objection  to  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee 
on  Health  have  the  right  to  raise  that  grade  if  they 
are  so  directed  by  the  City  Council.  The  order  was 
written  by  a  party  who  understands  it  thoroughly, 
and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  is  the 
proper  location  for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

Alderman  Sayward — If  the  gentleman  has  asked 
information  of  some  one  informed  it  may  be  proper. 
But  that  property  is  in  the  immediate  charge  of  the 


Board  of  Health.  We  should  think  it  a  little  singular 
if  the  Committee  on  Common  could  be  directed 
to  grade  that  property.  The  Board  of  Health  have 
control  of  that  building  and  land,  and  they  are  very 
anxious  to  have  it  transferred  to  Ihe  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Health  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  do  anything,  but  I 
don't  wish  to  infringe  on  anybody  else's  duties. 

Alderman  Clark— The  Committee  on  Health  are  the 
proper  parties  to  have  charge  of  this  matter.  They 
have  charge  of  the  street  sweepings,  the  ashes  and 
the  offal.  I  am  perfectly  right,  I  think;  at  any  rate  I 
am  willing  to  take  the  risk. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  suppose  the  gentleman  is  a 
little  tender  of  his  appropriations.  We  do  have  charge 
of  this  matter  of  street  sweeping.^.  I  know. 

Alderman  Clark — The  expense  is  to  be  charged  to 
the  erection  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  to  the  unexpend- 
ed appropriation. 

Alderman  Hulbert — As  this  is  a  matter  of  consider- 
able imporiance  and  deserves  better  consideration 
than  I  am  able  to  give  now,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Several  Aldermen  de.siring  to  speak,  the  motion 
was  temporarily  withdrawn. 

Alderman  Clark — I  am  always  anxious  to  accede  to 
the  request  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15.  and  all 
others,  when  the  public  interest  will  admit  of  it.  But 
as  this  matter  has  been  thoroughly  ventilated  this 
afternoon,  and  as  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have 
this  territory  graded  in  season  to  erect  a  building  on 
it  this  fall,  delay  would  be  detrimental  to  the  public 
health.  If  that  territory  is  raised  before  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  use  a  hospital  again,  we  can  have 
a  building  in  all  respects  suitable  for  the  taking  care 
of  patients. 

Adlerman  Quircy— I  should  like  to  urge  that  the 
matter  be  laid  over.  I  cannot  agree  that  the  taking 
of  the  Marcella-street  Hospital  was  unjustifiable.  I 
think  it  was  justifiable  as  a  war  measure.  If  I  can 
be  assured  by  the  gentlemen  that  competent  medical 
authorities  are  in  favor  of  the  location  of  a  smallpox 
hospital  on  Swett  street  I  will  vote  for  it 

Alderman  Sayward — I  am  extremely  surprised  that 
my  friend  is  so  anxious  to  build  a  hospital  on  Swett 
street.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  great  anxiety  not 
to  have  this  matter  laid  on  the  table  another  week? 
There  is  something  behind  all  this  anxiety  for  a  par- 
ticular locality  to  be  graded  up  all  at  once. 

Alderman  Clark — I  consider  it  ungentlemanly  and 
unhandsome  to  make  such  a  charge  as  this.  It  is  the 
old  cry  raitea  again  that  if  a  man  is  anxious  for  a 
measure  there  must  be  some  motive  behind  it.  I 
suppose  I  could  hurl  this  charge  back  at  the  gentle- 
man, but  I  will  not.  I  don't  propose  to  discuss  this 
question  whether  the  taking  of  the  Marcella-street 
Hospital,  which  I  was  opposed  to  at  that  time,  was 
judicious  or  not.  But  I  do  hold  that  we  own  a  piece 
of  land  well  adapted  for  a  smallpox  hospital.  True, 
last  year  the  Board  of  Health  did  a  public  service, 
and  if  vaccination  is  looked  after  thoroughly  we 
shall  not  have  much  trouble  from  the  smallpox  in  the 
future.  There  is  nothing  whatever  behind  this.  I 
don't  make  a  dollar  on  this  lot;  I  don't  propose  to 
bid  for  the  contract  for  the  building  of  this  hospital, 
even  if  it  is  to  be  of  brick. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Mr.  Chairman,  I  cell  for  the 
special  assignment  for  five  o'clock. 

Alderman  Hulbert  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  oa 
the  table,  and  it  was  defeated. 

Alderman  Clark — I  call  for  the  vote  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  have  a  word  more  to  say. 
The  gentleman  says  I  have  used  ungentlemanly  lan- 
guage. I  made  no  part.cular  charges,  and  if  he  feels 
hurt  I  beg  his  pardon.  Now,  sir,  so  far  as  the  build- 
ing is  concerned,  I  don't  think  there  is  much  money 
to  be  made  out  of  it.  I  don't  propose  to  build  it,  as 
I  am  a  member  of  the  City  Government,  and  so  far 
as  the  gentleman  is  concerned,  he  can't  build  it,  be- 
cause he  don't  know  how.     [Laughter.] 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  see  why  any  gentleman 
here  should  object  to  the  passage  of  that  order.  It 
d«es  n't  go  any  further.  It  is  simply  for  the  grading 
of  the  land,  the  value  of  which  will  be  improved. 
Therefore  I  don't  see  why  any  one  should  vote 
against  it. 

Alderman  Clark— The  order  says  it  shall  be  graded 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Health.  At  all 
events  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  that  land,  which 
can  be  done  at  no  expense  to  the  city,  will  greatly 
improve  it  if  we  wish  to  use  it  hereafter. 

Alderman  Hulbert— That  order  may  be  right  iind 
it  may  not.  I  don't  know  but  all  the  other  members 
of  the  Board  have  looked  into  it  and  are  perfectly 
ready  to  vote,  but  I  am  not.  I  think  it  should  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  until  I  can  look  into  it  I  shall 
not  vote  in  favor  of  it.  I  think  I  should  like  to  vote 
for  it  if  I  could  look  into  it. 
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Alderman  Sayward — I  move  to  take  up  the  special 
assignment. 

The  motion  was  carried — 5  to  3. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  special  assign- 
ment be  postponed  till  six  o'clock. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  it  will  not  be  post- 
poned, as  there  are  several  parties  here  who  have  en- 
gagements later  in  the  evening.  It  would  accommo- 
aate  them  better  to  be  heard  now,  and  we  can  finish 
our  business  later  in  the  evening. 

Alderman  Power— I  appreciate  this  matter  of  time, 
but  this  subject  before  us  is  an  important  one. 
Everybody  heie  is  posted  in  regard  to  the  value  of 
this  land.  That  order  simply  covers  the  matter  of 
improvement.    I  don't  see  why  it  can't  be  settled. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  special  assignment 
was  defeated,  and  the  Board  took  up  the  special  as- 
signment. Subsequently  the  subject  was  again  con- 
sidered. 

Alderman  Clark— Inasmuch  as  some  of  the  Alder- 
men wish  this  matter  laid  over  a  week  in  order  to 
satisfy  themselves  of  the  practicability  of  raising 
the  grade  of  Swett  street,  I  will  uot  press  a  vote  this 
evening,  but  will  agree  that  it  go  over.  I  therefore 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

It  was  so  voted. 

ENFORCEMENT   OP   THE  PROHIBITORY  LAW. 

The  special  astignment  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  hear- 
ing of  W.  H.  H.  Murray,  A.  A.  Miner  and  two  thou- 
sand other  male  and  female  petitioners,  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  existing  Prohibitory  law,  by  the 
municipal  authorities  of  this  city,  was  considered. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Miner,  D.  D. — I  think  we  who  ask  this 
action  may  claim  to  ask  a  disinterested  request.  I 
see  by  the  reports  of  your  Chief  of  Police  that  this 
measure  for  the  welfare  of  the  city  is  embodied 
therein.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  deliver  a  temper- 
ance lecture;  if  I  assume  that  the  concurrent  judg- 
ment of  the  community  is  that  three-fourths  of  our 
pauperism  and  crime  are  from  the  liquor  traffic,  I 
could  show  that  the  deterioration  of  the  labor  force 
of  the  State  is  more  than  fifty  million  dollars 
a  year  by  the  liquor  traffic.  So  long  as  Boston  holds 
the  position  she  does  in  regard  to  the  liquor  traffic 
the  law  cannot  be  enforced  elsewhere.  This  is  not  a 
law-making  power.  We  have  a  law-making,  a  judi- 
cial and  an  executive  power;  one  body  makes  the 
laws,  another  construes  and  another  executes  them. 
We  ar?  under  law  in  theory  and  not  under  rulers  who 
are  the  instruments  of  the  law.  The  law-maldng 
power  says,  "any  mayor,  alderman,  selectman, 
chief-of-police,  deputy  chief-of-police,  etc.,  may, 
without  a  warrant,  arrest  any  person  found 
selling,  etc.,  any  liquor,"  and  "the  several  offi- 
cers aforesaid  shall  enforce  or  cause  to  be  enforced 
the  penalties  provided  by  this  law."  That  law  has 
been  substantially  passed  upon  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  You,  gentlemen,  have 
no  power  to  stand  between  your  chief-of-police  and 
this  law.  Now  it  has  been  thought  that  though  this 
enactment  is  on  the  statute  book  that  another  to  cre- 
ate the  constabulary  exonerates  officers  from  en- 
forcing this  law,  but  this  act  provides  that  it  shall 
not  be  construed  to  relieve  the  other  officers  from 
executing  this  law.  This  law  says  you  shall  enforce 
the  law.  I  understand  that  you  appoint  the  Chief-of- 
Police,  and  it  is  not  right  that  you  should  stand  be- 
tween him  and  the  enforcement.  What  he  did  after 
the  great  fire  he  ought  to  do  every  day  under  your 
sanction,  and  you  have  no  right  to  stand  between  him 
and  this  law.  It  is  your  duty  to  say  to  him  that  the 
laws  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquors 
in  this  city  must  be  enforced  impartially  and  thor- 
oughly. I  hold  it  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  this  body 
to  command  the  Chief-of-Police  to  enforce  this  and 
all  other  laws.  I  have  no  doubt  you  have  your  per- 
sonal opinions,  and  if,  after  years  of  study,  you 
think  the  principle  of  prohibition  is  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  Boston,  you  have  a  right  to  that 
opinion;  but  when  you  stand  up  as  Aldermen  you 
have  no  right  to  stand  as  a  dead  weight  between  the 
law  and  its  enforcement.  Your  duty  in  this  case 
would  be  to  resign.  I  know  that  liquor  selling  is 
one  of  the  most  infamous  forms  of  enterprise  in 
existence.  I  could  n't  hold  up  my  head  and 
be  an  Alderman  in  Boston  and  see  the  law 
not  enforced.  I  don't  know  but  a  twenty  years' 
trampling  under  foot  of  law  has  caused  it  to  cease  to 
be  a  law.  The  title  lives  in  Boston,  however.  In 
this  matter  the  city  does  not  occupy  an  enviable  posi- 
tion. For  some  reason  or  other  this  Board  stands  in 
as  bad  a  position  as  any  defalcator.  There  is  no 
question  ijonsidered  more  vital  than  this.  Boston 
for  twenty  years  has  said  she  wont  suppress  the 
liquor  traffic.  What  right  has  she  to  say  that?  This 
being  law,  you  have  one  of  two  ways  left — its 
open,  frank  enforcement,  or  resignation.  With 
an  eye  to  the  corrupting  influences,  you 
cannot   innocently  neglect  to  do  one  or  the  other. 


And  I  would  as  leave  you  would  do  one  as  the  other. 
If  Boston  has  n't  Aldermen  who  hold  themselves 
obedient  to  the  laws,  I  suppose  they  could  have.  In 
the  name  of  God,  gentlemen,  do  one  or  the  other, 
and  the  hour  should  not  strike  six  before  you  have 
made  up  your  minds.  Dr.  Miner  cited  the  case  of 
the  Mayor  of  Milwaukee,  who  refused  to  require 
bonds  of  city  officers,  and  remarked  that  he  did  n't 
know  but  the  best  way  to  settle  the  question 
would  be  to  bring  the  Board  before  the  courts 
for  dereliction  of  duty.  If  an  order  were  passed  to 
instruct  the  Chief-of-Police  to  enforce  the  law  I  have 
no  doubt  all  the  bai  rooms  would  be  closed  in  twen- 
ty-four hours.  We  all  want  the  liquor  traffic  reduced 
to  a  minimum,  and  why  not  take  the  action  that  will 
do  it.  Who  doubts  that  if  ordered  to  close  Mr. 
Young,  Mr  Parker  or  Mr.  Richards  would  hesitate  to 
obey''  I  know  it  is  impracticable  to  absolutely  sup- 
press any  crime;  we  have  murders  and  other 
crimes,  but  it  is  conceded  that  preventing  the  use  of 
liquor  would  reduce  the  tendency  to  such  crime.  A 
license  law  makes  exemptions;  it  complicates  the 
facts  on  which  actions  must  be  based.  But  the  Pro- 
hibitory law  puts  the  matter  completely  into  your 
hands.  It  seems  that  in  every  view  of  the  law  it  is 
clearly  the  duty  of  this  Board.  If  you  continue  to 
hold  your  office  you  have  no  right  to  disregard  this 
law  any  more  than  I  have  to  steal  your  horse,  and  if 
I  were  speaking  of  grades  of  crime  I  should  say  you 
were  the  greater  criminals.  There  ought  to  be 
virtue  and  integrity  in  high  officials.  I 
sleep  by  night  and  walk  the  streets  less 
securely  by  reason  of  this  traffic  permitted.  I  know 
how  men  in  office  feel  about  this.  Pullers  at  the  coat 
tails  are  not  givers  of  the  law;  to  the  law  you  owe 
allegiance.  The  interest  is  committed  to  your  hand, 
and  do  not  let  any  word  I  utter  fail  to  prevent  you 
from  looking  at  this  question  as  fairly  as  if  your  son 
were  on  the  bring  of  perdition.  You  have  no  right 
to  talk  of  fanaticism;  the  Legislature  has  made  the 
law  and  the  Supreme  Court  sustains  it.  You  have  no 
alternative.  ' 

Rev.  George  H.  Vibbert— I  thought  it  well  for  us  to 
take  up  a  subject,  after  this  discussion  for  preventing 
a  dread  disease,  which  afl'ects  the  weal  or  woe  of 
thousands,  Mr.  Vibbert  read  a  selection  from  Her- 
bert Spencer  and  said,  if  jou  are  interested  in  the 
prevention  of  noxious  diseases  for  the  body,  then  you 
ought  to  be  interested  in  the  prevention  of  broken 
hearts,  disrupted  families  and  ruined  souls.  Chief- 
Justice  Taney  decided  that  he  could  see  nothing  in 
the  law  to  prevent  a  State  from  prohibiting 
any  traffic  which  appears  to  be  disastrous  to 
the  people,  on  the  principle  of  the  old 
maxim  that  "the  health  of  the  people  is  the  supreme 
law."  As  private  individuals  you  agree  that  we  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  suppress  the  traffic  bylaw. 
Let  me  ask  you  what  would  your  real  estate  be  worth 
if  there  were  a  distillery  here,  a  distillery  there, 
and  a  lager-bier  shop  here?  Any  gentleman  when 
he  thought  of  his  home  interests  would  say  no,  a 
thousand  times  no.  That  is  all  we  ask,  gentlemen. 
I  remember  that  in  England  a  justice  could  not  be 
found  who  would  license  a  drinking  saloon  in  his 
vicinity.  I  wish  every  advocate  of  a  license  law 
could  be  concentrated  in  the  vicinity  of  all  the 
distilleries,  and  how  soon  do  you  suppose  it  would 
be  before  every  citizen  would  rise  up  against  it?  It 
is  a  principle  of  law  that  the  dram  shop  is  a  nuisance, 
whether  in  School  street  or  North  street,  and  we  ask 
you  to  abate  every  one  in  the  city.  I  am  surprised 
that  no  leading  man  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  here  to 
plead  our  cause,  because  we  know  there  is  no  traffic 
so  deleterious  to  business.  Mr.  Vibbert  related 
instances  of  the  effect  of  drinking  liquor  upon  labor- 
ing and  business  men  in  this  city,  in  Maine  and 
Rhode  Island.  In  Great  Britain  it  was  decided 
that  one  day  in  six  was  wasted  on  ac- 
count of  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people;  in  this 
country  we  waste  about  one  in  fifteen.  Did  you  ever 
think  of  the  waste  of  grain  and  land  by  the  growing 
of  grain  for  beer?  I  find  that  the  brewers  of  New 
England  used  a  million  bushels  of  grain  last  year, 
and  this  amount  would  have  made  fifteen  million 
four-pound  loaves  of  bread.  You  may  tell  me  that 
this  law  can't  be  executed,  but  you  can't  go  to  your 
Chief  of  Police  and  tell  him  so  with  a  straight  face. 
He  will  say.  "Let  the  orders  come,  gentlemen." 
I  say,  in  other  places,  this  law  has  been 
executed  with  good  results.  In  Vineland,  TSS.  J., 
where  they  have  10,500  inhabitants  and  no  liquor,  it 
cost  them  from  1867  to  1872  for  police— in  18(37,  $50; 
in  1868,  $50;  in  1869,  $75;  in  1870,  $75;  in  1871,  $150; 
and  in  1872,  $25.  For  the  poor,  since  1867,  the  most 
it  has  cost  in  one  year  was  $425;  in  1872,  $350,  Close 
these  doors  to  corruption  and  how  long  would  it  be 
before  your  police  and  pauper  expenses  would  be  de- 
creased? In  last  year,  of  all  the  arrests  less  than 
four  hundred  were  for  violating  city  ordinances.     In 
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answer  to  the  argument  that  the  law  had  never  been 
enforced  but  in  a  corner,  Mr.  Vibbert  instanced 
communities  in  England  and  Ireland,  where  liq- 
uor could  not  be  purchased  for  miles  around.  He 
next  alluded  to  the  great  army  of  broken-hearted 
women,  and  made  an  appeal  for  statesmen  who  cared 
for  homes,  who  would  put  away  this  rock  of  offence. 
Gentlemen,  do  your  duty,  put  this  stone  out  of  our 
way,  and  we  can  go  on  in  our  civilization. 

Dr.  Miner  said  that  several  other  gertlemen  had 
been  expected  to  be  present,  and  asked  whether  the 
Board,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  would 
prefer  to  give  a  portion  of  another  day  to  the  subject. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  petitioners  would  pro- 
ceed for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour;  he  would  be  happy 
to  listen  to  them. 

That  was  taken  to  be  the  sense  of  the  Board. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  of  South  Boston— I  do  not  intend 
to  eo  over  the  ground  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  in  reference 
to  your  sworn  duty  we  cannot  difter  one  from  an- 
other. I  will  call  attention  to  a  few  things  transpir- 
ing about  us.  The  law  is  not  executed.  When  at- 
tempts are  made  to  execute  it,  obstacles  are  thrown 
in  the  way.  At  Pemberton  square  the  commis- 
sioners will  tell  us  that  they  get  discouragement 
from  the  municipal  forces  in  enforcing  the 
law,  and  on  several  occasions  only  the  wise 
actions  of  the  State  Constables  prevented  a 
riot.  Under  a  great  emergency,  when  the  alarm 
struck  deep  into  the  hearts  of  the  city,  this  law  was 
enforced,  and  if  it  could  be  enforced  ten  days  it  can 
be  for  ten  hundred  days.  Summon  before  you  your 
Chief-of-Police  and  he  will  tell  you  that  if  he  felt  that 
this  honorable  Board  was  behind  him  he  would  en- 
force the  law,  and  not  a  dram  shop  would  be  open  in 
ten  days.  Mr.  Lewis  instanced  the  case  of  a  police- 
man who  had  undertaken  to  enforce  the  law  and  been 
removed  from  his  beat.  He  knew  that  the  Bos- 
ton police  would  say  they  could  execute  the  law 
but  when  they  do  undertake  it,  something  is  in  the 
■way.  In  a  certain  ward  the  policemen  determined 
that  a  certain  shop,  part  news  stand  and  part  confec- 
tionery shop,  was  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble  in  that 
ward,  and  they  determined  that  on  one  day  it  should 
be  closed — the  Lord's  day.  They  found  enough  evi- 
dence there  to  send  a  dozen  men  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection. One  man  who  held  about  thirty  votes 
went  to  a  prominent  city  official  who  wrote  to  the 
Chief  Executive  stating  that  that  prosecution  must 
be  stopped;  the  first  did  not  succeed,  but  after  a  sec- 
ond letter  saying  if  the  prosecution  was  not  stopped 
there  would  be  trouble,  it  was  stopped.  Those  let- 
ters are  now  in  the  breast  pocket  of  one  of  the  police 
captains  of  the  city,  and  any  Sunday  you  can  go  to 
that  place  and  get  a  dram  at  any  hour.  Mr.  Lewis 
next  alluded  to  the  manner  of  executing  the  law  in 
the  courts.  What  is  the  reason  that  juries  refase  to 
give  a  just  verdict  in  the  face  of  patent  facts?  It  is 
because  here  sits  a  jury  which  refuses  to  give  a  just 
verdict  in  the  face  of  patent  facts.  Alexander  did 
not  stop  to  untie  the  Gordian  knot,  he  cut  it;  we  call 
upon  you  to  take  the  sword  of  justice  and  cut  this 
Gordian  knot,  and  say  this  law  shall  be  executed. 

Rev.  Br.  Miner  thanked  the  Board  for  the  patient 
hearing  accorded  the  petitioners.  He  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  in  some  cities  the  law  is  being 
executed  with  partial  fairness,  while  others  await  the 
action  of  Boston.  We  stand  much  in  fear  of  each 
other  in  this  world.  I  could  name  a  dozen  business 
men  who  wish  you  would  pass  such  an  order,  but 
when  you  bring  them  a  petition  they  say  they  don't 
know  what  will  come  back  on  them  if  they  do.  Can 
it  be  that  your  pliilanthropic  Chief-of-Police  in  a 
moment  of  "danger  shall  lack  your  word  of  com- 
mand? Can  it  be  that  Boston  is  in  rebellion  against 
the  Commonwealth?  That  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
shall  hold  five  hundred  policemen  at  bay? 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  who  said  the 
petitioners  desired  to  have  a  still  further  hearing,  the 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

PAPERS  FBOM   THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Petitions  of  Leonard  Pickering  et  al.  were  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

Request  from  Board  of  Health  that  the  Swett- 
Btreet  Hospital  may  be  sold.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Health. 

Petition  of  East  Boston  Railroad  Company  for  ac- 
ceptance of  their  charter  (Chapter  66,  Statutes  of 
1873).  Referred  to  Messrs.  Weston,  Pickering  and 
Klngsley,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join.  The  Board  concurred,  and  the  chairman  ap- 
pointed Aldermen  Hulbert  and  Power  on  the  com- 
mittee. 

Order  that  plans  for  Police  Station  in  District 
Eleven  be  so  drawn  as  to  provide  accommodations 
for  a  Branch  Public  Library.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  suitable  office  accommodations 


to  be  procured  for  the  Board  of  Directors  for  public 
institutions  came  up  amended  so  as  to  provide  for 
a  "report  to  the  City  Council"  on  that  subject.  The 
Board  concurred. 

Order  for  issuing  permits  to  build  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Washington  street,  between  Boylston  and 
Avery   streets.     Passed. 

Order  to  cancel  the  sale  of  the  old  M'lther  School- 
house,  Ward  16,  provided  it  can  be  done  by  payment 
of  expenses  incurred  by  the  purchabcr,  came  up  with 
an  amendment  to  ascertain  the  probable  cost  of  can- 
cellation.   The  Board  concurred. 

Order  to  allow  Company  E,  First  Artillery,  $450 
for  repairs  and  furniture  in  their  armory.  Passed — 
yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Request  of  Board  of  Health  that  a  full  salary  of 
$1600  per  annum  be  allowed  the  Assistant-Eesident 
Physician  at  Deer  Island.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions. 

Requests  from  School  Committee  that  additional 
primary  school  accommodation  be  furnished  in  the 
Bigelow  District;  that  a  suitable  tablet  be  placed  on 
exterior  wall  of  the  Dudley  Schoolhouse;  that  ad-' 
ditional  temporary  accommodations  be  furnished  for 
primary  scholars  near  Marlborough  and  Fairfield 
streets.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic instruction. 

Report  of  special  commissioners  on  annexation  of 
adjacent  territory.  (City  Doc.  No.  105.)  Placed  on 
file. 

The  report  and  order  for  the  sale  of  the  Oliver  Pri- 
mary Schoolhouse  on  Sumner  street.  East  Boston, 
was,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Sayward  expressed  the  desire  that  mem- 
bers would  take  notice  of  the  order  and  make  their 
objections  before  it  was  passed.  Sometime  ago  a 
schoolhouse  was  sold  and  some  objections  were  rais- 
ed afterward. 

FIRING   CANNON   ON    THE   COMMON. 

The  report  relating  to  discharge  of  cannon  on  the 
Common,  or  public  grounds,  and  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance recommended  by  the  majority  committee,  with 
the  additional  words  "or  the  Mayor,"  came  up  with 
a  further  amendment,  to  insert  "or  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  militia." 

Alderman  Quincy — I  hope  we  shall  concur  with  this 
amendment,  although  In  principle  I  don't  subscribe 
to  it.  The  aut'nority  will  then  be  taken  from  all  in- 
ferior officers  and  vested  in  the  Commander-in  Chief, 
although  in  principle  I  don't  see  why|the  Commander- 
in-Chief  shall  not  be  required  to  come  to  City  Hall  for 
permission  to  use  the  Common  as  much  as  he  would 
have  to  come  to  me  for  leave  to  use  my  back  yard. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  amendment,  and  the 
ordinance  as  amended  was  passed. 

FROM  THE   SUPERINTENDENT  OP  SEWERS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  submitted  an  as- 
sessment of  the  expense  of  constructing  sewer  in 
Dudley  and  Dennis  streets.  Total  cost,  $9388;  to  be 
paid  by  individuals,  $7041.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Committee  on  Water, 
to  whom  was  referred  an  order  requesting  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board  to  consider  the  expediency  and 
report  the  cost  of  supplying  the  business  portion  of 
the  city  proper  with  salt  water  on  the  Holly  system, 
for  fire  and  sanitary  purposes,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  would  ask  what  is  the  ex- 
pense involved  in  doing  this. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  hardly  prepared  to  an- 
swer that  question,  but  I  suppose  it  would  involve 
the  expense  by  the  Water  Board  of  an  investigation 
by  visiting  other  places  and  seeing  tests.  I  would 
state,  however,  that  the  City  Engineer  and  President 
of  the  Water  Board  have  already  visited  New  York 
and  made  an  investigation,  and  are  prepared  to 
state  the  cost. 

Alderman  Hulbert— This  is  a  very  important  thing. 
We  are  constantly  patching  up  the  Fire  Department, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  the  order  lay  over  that  I 
may  look  into  the  subject. 

Alderman  Stebbins — There  is  no  objection. 

The  report  and  order  were  laid  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  R.  Russell, 
for  an  appropriation  to  cover  the  expense  of  giving 
an  exhibition  of  his  apparatus,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  authorized  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement with  Samuel  R.  Russell  for  an  exhibition 
of  his  fire  apparatus,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
three  hundi-ed  dollars,  including  the  cost  ef  the 
water;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fire  Department. 

Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 
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--  Alderman  Stcbbin;;,  from  the  ^ame  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  an  order  requesting  the  Water 
Board  to  place  tire  reservoirs  at  the  junction  of  such 
streets  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  said  board  and 
the  engineers  of  the  Fire  Department,  reported  that 
the  order  oughr,  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported-  favorably  on  the  applications  of 
Valentiue  Harding,  S.  W.  Harvey  and  J.  G.  Chandler 
for  innholders'  license;  and  Simon  S.  Kaukin,  James 
P.  Bell,  Daniel  Callahan,  H.  A.  titoehr,  Henry  P. 
Bambouer.  James  Keeuaii,  'P.  F.  &  J.  A.  Myers  for 
victuallers'  license;jM.  R.  Noble,  to  give  dramatic  en- 
tertainment at  Oakland  Hall  Sept.  24-26;  T.  P. 
Shaughnessey,  et  al.,  to  give  dramatic  entertainment 
at  Institute  Hall  Sept.  2(i;  Thomas  Connolly,  for  hack 
stand  on  corner  of  Boyl^tou  and  Clarendon  streets; 
A.  B.  Davis,  for  hack  stand  at  High  and  Hartford 
streets;  John  V.  Farrar,  to  exhibit  panorama  at  In- 
stitute Hall  Sept  24,  25;  William  M.  Maynard,  for 
pawnbroker's  license  at  19  Bruttle  square;  Banchi 
Barber,  and  ten  other  applicants,  for  bootblack  and 
newsboy  licenses;  Daniel  Brosnahen,  to  deal  in 
second-hand  articles  at  44  Lincoln  street;  W.  F.  Hol- 
man,  for  transfer  of  intelligence  office  license  to  J. 
S.  Starrett;  Joseph  Kyle,  George  M.  Glazier,  Daniel 
Doherty,  F.  H.  Phillips,  N.  D.  Farnam  for  wagon  li- 
censes; G.  C.  Coswell.  T.  Sullivan,  W.  Billings  for 
transfer  of  wagon  license;  Marcus Griner  and  Charles 
D.  Luckie  for  billiard  license;  Henry  S.  Harris  and 
Oeorge  N.  Armstrong  for  auctioneers"  license;  Mary 
F.  Welsh,  to  keep  an  intelligence  office.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Sayvirard,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported unfavorably  on  the  applications  of  E.  F.  Ram- 
sell  and  Henry  Mason  for  victuallers'  license.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  next  Mon- 
day at  4  P,  M.  on  the  petitions  for  sewers  in  Bremen 
street,  between  Brooks  and  Porter  streets;  incres- 
cent avenue  and  Carleton  street;  in  Barton  street,  be- 
tween Barton  court  and  Poplar  street;  in  Franklin 
street,  between  Walnut  and  Taylo)r  streets;  in  Taylor 
street,  between  Franklin  and  Water  streets,  and  in 
Water  street,  between  Taylor  and  Walnut  streets;  In 
New  Heath  street,  between  Pynchou  and  Centre 
streets,  and  in  Centre  street,  between  Heath  and 
Cedar  streets.     Severally  accepted  and  orders  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  commiitee,  report- 
ed orders  for  the  construction  of  common  sewers  In 
"  Washington   street,  between   Franklin   and  Summer 
streets;  and  in  Gouch  street,  between  South  Margin 
and  Green  streets.     Orders  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported "nw  action  necessary"  on  the  petition  of  John 
P.  Squire  &  Co.  for  a  commission  to  consider  the 
subject  of  sewerage  in  Miller's  River.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted reports  of  sewer  assessments  and  orders  for 
the  collection  of  the  same  as  follows:  George  street- 
total  cost  $846  22,  to  individuals  $634  67;  Saratoga 
street  between  Bremen  and  Swift  streets — total  cost 
$2666  05.  to  individuals  $999  .54;  Sawyer  street— total 
cost  $494  29,  to  individuals  $370  02;  Lexington 
street  between  Eagle  and  Prescott  streets— total  cost 
$2198  94.  to  individuals  $1649-21;  Vine  street-total 
cost  $432  80,  to  individuals  $324  23.  Reports  accepted 
and  orders  passed. 

■  Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  reported  an  order  to  pay  Nancy  Shove 
$262  50,  damages  on  account  of  theWashington-street 
extension.    Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  as  follows:  Giving  notice  to  James 
G."  Groves  to  repair  sidewalk  on  Washington  street; 
notifying  abutters  on  Washington  street,  between 
Essex  street  and  Hayward  place,  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions within  ten  days;  directing  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  to  close  Federal  street,  between  Milk  and 
Broad  streets.     Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  the  following  orders,  which  were  read  once 
and  laid  over: 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected in  the  execution  of  the  order  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  December  11th,  1872,  for  the 
widening  of  Warren  street,  between  Washington  and 
Dudley  streets,  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said  street 
with  small  granite  blocks;  the  expense  thereof,  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
amount  already  appropriated,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  widening  Warren  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  gravel  Condor  street,  between  Brooks  and 
Glendon  streets.     Estimated  cost,  .$2,500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters 


on  the  northerly  side  of  Egleston  square,  between 
Shawmut  avenue  and  Walnut  avenue;  also  to  grade 
and  surface  drain  said  square.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Oliver  street 
to  Broad  street,  heretofore  known  as  Sturgis  street, 
be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  Franklin  street,  and 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to 
number  said  street  in  continuation  of  the  street  now 
known  as  Franklin  street. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following  peti- 
tions: Weston  Gray,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  No.  81  White  street;  Henry  Souther,  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  tracks  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
into  the  centre  of  Emerson  street;  C.  Schwaaz  et  al., 
for  removal  of  step?  from  the  Maverick  House;  How- 
land  Otis,  Jr.,  and  John  Wmn,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Paris  street;  and  no  action  necessary 
on  petition  of  Winthrop  Railroad  Company,  that  the 
fence  on  Saratoga  street,  over  Breed's  Island,  be  set 
back.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed orders  to  pay  grade  damages  as  follows:  Timothy 
Madden,  $200,  Paris  street;  Daniel  and  Patrick 
O'Connor,  $410,  Pans  street;  Thomas  Lane,  $400, 
Paris  street.     Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $:35  90  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  levied  upon  George  Adams's  heirs  for 
a  sewer  in  Newman  and  Lowland  streets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  of  Company  I,  Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  at  No.  544  Washington  street, 
be  and  it  hereby  is  approved  as  a  suitable  and  safe 
place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  — 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Ordinances  consider  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
ordinance  in  relation  to  city  deeds,  b.y  empowering 
the  Mayor  to  execute  all  legal  Instruhients  necessary 
to  recovery  to  persons  entitled  to  redeem  the  same 
lands  sold  and  bid  in  by  the  city  for  non-payment  of 
taxes  or  assessments. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE   EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Jeffrey  Richardson  et  al.  for  the  discontinuance  of  a 
portion  of  Columbus  avenue,  between  Providence 
street  and  Park  square,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port: The  portion  of  Columbus  avenue  lying  be- 
tween Ferdinand  street  ana  Church  street  was  laid 
out  as  a  public  highway  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1868;  and  the  portion  between  Ferdinand  street 
and  Nortuampton  street  was  laid  out  October  26, 
1869.  Although  the  city  was  not  committed  in  any 
way  to  the  extension  of  the  avenue  in  a  straight 
line  to  Park  square,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  gen- 
eral understanding  on  the  part  of  the  owners  and 
occupants  of  estates  southwesterly  of  Church  street 
that  the  extension  when  made  was  to  be  in  a  straight 
line  and  of  the  full  width  of  eighty  feet. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1871  the  negotiations  which  had 
been  carried  on  a  number  of  years  with  the  Boston 
&  Providence  Railroad  Company  resulted  in  the  pur- 
chase by  the  city  of  the  lands  owned  by  the  corpora- 
tion lying  between  Church  street  and  Pleasant  street, 
Madison  place  and  Providence  street.  The  indenture 
which  was  entered  into  between  the  city  and  the 
railroad  company  recited  that  the  purchase  is  made 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  Columbus  avenue  to 
Providence  street  and  Park  square,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  December  1st,  1870; 
and  the  conveyance  is  upon  the  condition  that 
Columbus  avenue  shall  be  laid  out  within  the  year 
1871.  It  appears  by  referring  to  the  plan  mentioned 
in  the  indenture  that  the  extension  of  the  avenue  in 
a  straight  fine  was  intended,  as  the  northerly  line  is 
drawn  straight  across  the  back  yards  of  the  estates  on 
Boylston  street,  and  the  areas  taken  from  each 
defined 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1871,  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, after  the  usual  notice  and  hearing  to  all  par 
ties  interested,  laid  out  Columbus  avenue  in  a  straight 
line,  eighty  feet  wide,  from  Church  street  to  Park 
square,  and  submitted  their  action  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  consideration  or  rejection.  When  the  matter 
came  befors  the  Board  of  Aldermen  a  remonstrance 
was  received  from  Jefifrey  Richardson  and  others, 
representing  the  six  estates  on  Boylston  street,  por- 
tions of  which  were  taken  by  the  action  of  the 
Street  Commissioners.  A  hearing  before  the  full 
Board  was  assigned  for  the  following  week  (Dec.  26) 
and  the  remonstrants  then  appeared  and  a  portion  of 
them  stated  their  objections  in  full;  the  others  with- 
drew their  opposition  when  they  learned  the  avenue 
must  be  laid  out  before  the  first  of  January  [or  the 
lands  purchased  by  the  city  would  be  forfeited,  but 
they  expressed  a  wish  to  be  heard  at  a  future  time 
on  the  discontinuance  of  a  portion  of  the  avenue  laid 
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out  over  their  property.  The  plan  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners was  then  adopted  unanimously  by  the  two 
branches  of  the  City  Council. 

In  the  following  year,  Mr.  Richardson  and  the 
other  owners  of  estates  on  Boylston  street,  petitioned 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the  "discon- 
tinuance of  a  portion  from  the  northerly  side  of 
Columbus  avenue,  at  its  entrance  to  Park  square." 
After  due  notice  in  the  daily  papers  a  public  hear- 
ing was  given  to  the  petitioners  and  all  other  persons 
interested.  The  owners  and  residents  on  the  avenue 
appeared  in  opposition  to  the  petition,  and  submitted 
a  protest  in  writing  against  any  alteration  of  the  lines 
of  the  avenue,  representing  that  the  faith  of  the  city 
was  pledged  to  furnish  a  straight  thoroughfare.  The 
commissioners  having  declined  to  make  any  change, 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on  the  12th  of  May  last,  or- 
dered the  occupants  of  estates  on  Boylston  street  to 
vacate  the  lands  which  projected  over  the  line  of  the 
avenue  as  established  in  1871.  Upon  this  the  petition 
nov/  under  consideration  was  presented,  asking  in 
efEect,  that  the  City  Council  would  exercise  the  au- 
thority conferred  upon  it  by  the  statute  of  1872,  and 
direct  the  Street  Commissioners,  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
to  discontinue  a  portion  of  the  avenuebetween  Provi- 
dence street  and  Park  sqitare. 

The  petitioners  claim,  and,  as  appears  fromfthe  fore- 
going statement,  with  good  reason,  that  the  City 
Council  has  never  had  an  opportunity  to  act  inde- 
pendently upon  this  question.  It  may  properly  be 
inferred,  however,  from  the  action  preceding  the 
actual  laying  out  of  the  avenue  in  1871,  that  even  if 
ample  time  had  been  allowed  for  independent  action 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  the  result  would  have 
been  the  same.  In  considering  the  matter  at  this 
time  we  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  the  avenue  has 
been  formally  laid  out  and  dedicated  to  the  public 
use  and  that  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  petition- 
ers to  show  that  the  public  safety  and  convenience 
would  be  promoted  by  the  discontinuance  of  any 
portion  of  it.    This  they  fail  to  do. 

Although  a  slight  deflection  in  the  line  at  Provi- 
dence street  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  back 
yar.is  of  the  estates  on'Boylston  street  might  not  in- 
terfere very  seriously  A'ith  the  view  from  the  avenue 
and  the  Common,  it  would  in  the  opinion  of  tha  re- 
monstrants tend  to  depress  the  value  of  estates  abut- 
ting on  the  avenue.  If  any  such  change  was  made  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  used  as  an  argument  to  secure 
a  reduction  of  the  assessments  for  betterments  which 
are  to  be  laid  this  fall  on  account  of  the  extension  to 
Park  square.  In  contesting  the  matter  before  a  jury 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  city  would  lose  a  larger 
sum  in  this  way  than  it  would  incur  for  damages  to 
the  Boylston-street  estates  from  the  extension  in  a 
straight  hue.  For  these  reasons  the  committee  would 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

THE  BACK  BAT  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered  that  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
in  conjunction  with  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets,  be  requested  to  confer  with  the  owners 
of  the  unfilled  lands  and  flats  lying  between  Beacon 
street.  Western  avenue,  Longwood  aventte,  and  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  and  prepare  a  plan 
for  laying  out  streets  and  avenues  over  said  district, 
and  connecting  these  with. other  streets  and  avenues 
in  the  city.    Passed. 

THE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Clark  ofi'ered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  reorgan- 
ize Engine  Companies  Nos.  4  and  7,  so  that  they  shall 
each  consist  of  twelve  men,  as  follows:  Foreman, 
engineer  of  engine,  fireman,  two  drivers  and  seven 
hosemen,  the  same  to  be  permanently  employed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  one  of  the  en- 
gines is  located  on  Bulfinch  street  and  the  other  on 
East  street. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  pay  for  repairs  made 
upon  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  8;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  be  and  hereby  :is  appropriated  to  pay 
for  repairs  made  upon  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  15;  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  state  that  these  two  en- 
gines were  disabled  whi^e  going  to  fires.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  prolific  sources  of  expenditure  in  the  de- 
partment, and  it  will  be  so  until  this  City  Govern- 
ment initiates  the  custom  of  making  its  own  -repairs. 


A  repair  shop  has  been  asked  for  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment several  times  during  the  few  years  past,  but  it 
has  never  been  obtained. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  erect  a  be'.l  tower  on  Hose  House  No. 
12,  at  the  corner  of  O  and  Fourth  streets.  South  Bos- 
ton, at  a  cost  of  .*1500,  passed  at  the  last  meeting, 
came  up  on  a  motion  to  reconsider  offered  by  Alder- 
man Gibson,  who  said — 

My  reason  for  making  this  motion  is  this:  The 
present  state  of  the  Fire  Department  is  unsettled. 
If  we  have  a  commission  this  bell  tower  will  be  en- 
tirely useless.  It  seems  to  me  that  until  that  ques- 
tion is  settled  we  ought  not  to  trammel  the  Fire  De- 
partment by  anything  of  that  kind.  If  it  is  agreea- 
ble, I  propose  to  move  to  lay  the  matter  over  till 
some  further  action  is  taken.  It  will  cost  about  four- 
teen hundred  dollars  to  put  this  bell  tower  on,  and  if 
the  City  Government  should  think  fit  fo  inaugurate  a 
fire  commission  that  money  will  be  lost. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  don't  see  why,  if  we  get  a 
commission,  it  would  necessarily  do  away  with  the 
bells. 

Alderman  Gibson — In  New  York  they  do  not  use 
the  bells  at  all;  no  one  knows  anything  of  a  fire 
there  by  the  ringing  of  bells. 

Alderman  Emery— If  there  is- going  to  be  such  a 
reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department  as  to  do  away 
with  the  bells,  I  am  will'ng  to  vote  to  lay  this  matter 
over.  But  the  citizens  want  something  to  tell  them 
when  there  is  a  fire.  If  there  is  any  part  of  the  city 
where  such  an  alarm  is  necessary  it  is  where  it  is 
proposed  to  put  this  bell.  I  know  of  an  occasion 
when  there  was  a  second  alarm  sounded,  and  some 
gentlemen  who  are  members  of  the  department  were 
at  work  on  that  very  house  didn't  hear  the  alarm. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  think  we  have  everything  ar- 
ranged for  the  Fire  Department  till  it  is  reorganized, 

Aldeman  Stebbins — If  I  understand  the  argument, 
it  is  that  the  Joint  Special  Committee  have  reported 
in  favor  of  making  the  department  permanent.  I 
don't  understand  that  the  committee  have  had  the 
courage  to  do  this.  This  would  at  once  add  the  sum 
of  $500000  (speaking  m  round  numbers)  in  salaries 
alone  to  th  e  expenses  of  the  department.  I  don't 
understand  that  the  committee  propose  to  do  any 
such  thing,  but  to  put  a  portion  of  the  department 
in  the  city  proper  on  a  permanent  basis  The  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  are  laboring  for 
the  same  end,  and  an  order  passed  this  Board  a  few 
days  ago  to  make  the  company  in  the  burnt  district  a 
permanent  one.  I  don't  think  tie  order  ought  to  be 
reconsidered. 

Alderman  Quincy — If  the  gentleman  who  was  last 
up  had  read  the  report  of  the  committee  with  more 
care  he  would  have  seen  that  a  permanent  force  is 
distinctly  recommended.  It  was  the  intention  in 
writing  this  report  to  recommend  that  the  whole 
force  should  be  permanent,  but  I  do  not  think  it  foU 
lows  necessarily  that  it  would  be  best  to  table  this 
matter  of  the  bell  tower.  It  might  be  a  good  thing 
to  dispense  with  the  system  of  public  alarms,  but  that 
was  a  mere  suggestion  of  the  committee.  Whether 
the  Commissioners  would  asree  to  that  suggestion  is 
a  question.  If  we  have  a  commission  it  must  be 
some  time  yet  before  it  is  organized.  Until  that  time 
comes,  it  is  certainly  essential  that  the  men  should 
be  notified  of  a  fire  in  the  most  eflicient  manner,  as 
the  want  of  proper  notification  to  them  might  result 
in  more  loss  than  this  bell  tower  w'ould  cost. 

Alderman  Power— In  addition  to  what  the  Alder- 
man on  my  left  has  said  I  would  say  that  I  don't  be- 
lieve it  is  proper  for  the  City  Government  to  stand 
still  while  this  question  is  in  abeyance.  At  South 
Boston  Point,  where  it  is  proposed  to  put  this  bell, 
when  a  moderately  strong  breeze  is  blowing  from 
the  eastward  no  alarm  can  be  heard.  This  matter 
should  go  through  as  intended.  An  alarm  bell  is 
needed  there  very  much.  I  don't  think  we  should 
stop  perfecting  the  department  simply  because  a 
commission  is  talked  of.  It  may  be  some  time  be- 
fore that  commission  is  settled  iipon,  and  even  if  one 
is  appointed  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  this 
alarm  system  being  done  away  with. 

Alderman  Gibson — It  does  seem  to  me  that  we 
should  know  what  we  are  going  to  do.  We  have  bell 
towers  uj)  here  and  there  at  haphazard,  without  re- 
gard to  system.  I  move  to  reconsider  simply  to  lay 
the  matter  on  the  table  till  we  can  see  what  we  are 
going  to  do.  No  additional  jeopardy  would  be  put 
on  property  by  it.  We  are  travelling  on  at  a  very  ex- 
pensive and  reckless  rate,  to  say  the  least.  Here  are 
petitions  granted  right  off,  and  it  is  time  that  we  had 
begun  to  look  them  over.  We  ought  to  do  away 
with  hundreds  of  miles  of  these  telegraph  wires,  I 
think.  It  will  be  a  very  short  time  before  this  matter 
is  decided  since  it  has  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. 
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Alderman  Clark — The  question  is  whether  the  bell 
is  neces!-arv  in  any  emergency,  whether  there  is  a 
commission  or  not.  If  the  proceedings  In  the  Com- 
mon Council,  last  week,  are  a  criterion,  it  will  be 
J50me  time  before  the  subject  will  get  through  that 
body,  and  it  may  take  some  time  to  get  throus^h  this 
branch.  In  the  meantime  we  may  have  a  very  large 
fire.  It  is  our  duty  to  look  at  this  matter  in  a  judi- 
cious manner,  keeping  the  expenditures  within  a  rea- 
sonable amount,  but  at  all  events  to  make  the  de- 
partment as  efficient  as  we  possibly  can,  notwith- 
standing the  possibility  of  our  having  a  commission 
within  the  next  three  or  four  monttis.  I  don't  believe 
in  delaying  these  things.  It  is  our  duty  to  perman- 
ently man  most  of  the  fire  engines  in  the  city  proper, 
and  the  people  expect  and  demand  it  of  us.  I  hope 
we  shall  not  delay  a  single  item,  because  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  have  a  commission.  In  my  opinion  we 
will  do  nothing  that  a  commission  would  undo. 

Alderman  Emery — I  can  perceive  no  new  light 
brought  upon  this  subject.  It  hag  been  talked  over 
and  examined,  and  if  there  is  anything  new  I  for  one 
think  we  had  belter  not  take  the  back  track.  If 
there  is  a  necessity  *or  a  bell  tower  anywhere  it  is 
down  there,  for  when  the  wind  is  in  a  certain  direc- 
tion you  will  find  it  impossible  to  hear  an  alarm  there. 
We  have  a  fire  over  at  Rainsford's  Island  tonight,  I 
am  told,  but  the  alarm  has  not  been  heard  here  even. 
I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be  laid  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  one  single  point  to 
make.  The  Committee  on  Fire  Department  propose 
that  the  permanent  men  shall  do  patrol  duty,  the 
same  as  policemen.  Now  how  could  these  men  know 
when  there  is  a  fire  except  by  having  bells  to  sound 
an  alarm.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  men  doing  patrol 
duty,  and  think  it  will  have  a  good  effect  on  the 
community  generally.  I  stated  just  now  what  would 
be  the  increase  in  the  expense  of  tne  system,  by 
having  all  the  men  permanently  employed  The 
present  pay  roll  is  |;'Jt)3,000;  to  make  the  entire  de- 
partment permanent  the  pay  roll  would  be  $633,594. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  want  to  remind  gentlemen 
that  the  people  haven't  got  confidence  in  the  depart- 
ment. Now  we  shall  have  to  leave  the  reorganiza- 
tion for  some  one  else  to  do.  Four  thousand  of  the 
heaviest  taxpayers  have  petitioned  for  a  commission. 
I  only  move  this  reconsideration  simply  as  an  eco- 
nomical measure.  I  know  there  is  no  more  danger 
for  want  of  this  bell  than  for  want  of  any  other.  We 
have  got  the  bigirest  department  by  half  that  there  is 
on  this  continent  today,  and  yet  the  public  haven't 

fot  confidence  in  your  ability  to  manage  it,  I  fall 
ack  on  the  petitioners  who  say  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Common  Council,  you  are  not  com- 
petent to  manage  the  department. 

Alderman  Stebbins — As  a  member  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  I  propose  to  do  my 
duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability  as  I  understand  it.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  I  shall  vote  for  or  against  a 
commission.  I  am  looking  at  the  case  as  it  stands 
today,  and  I  am  willing  to  make,  and  wish  to  have,  an 
effective  department. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  only  question  is  whether 
we  want  a  bell  tower  there  or  not.  I  believe  there 
are  bells  emugh.  There  are  so  many  bells  now  that 
they  conflict  with  one  another.  This  new  house  is 
just  completed  and  it  will  hardly  pay,  if  the  depart- 
ment is  to  be  reorganized,  to  put  the  tower  upon  it 
at  this  time.  It  will  mar  the  apoearance  of  the  house 
very  much.  There  is  a  bell  inside  every  engine 
house,  and  the  men  are  not  dependent  on  the  alarm 
from  the  outside. 

Alderman  Clark— The  order  for  this  bell  did  not 
originate  with  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
There  is  a  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms,  and  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  this  bell"?  We  are  not 
here  to  consider  whether  there  is  to  be  a  commission. 
It  may  be  that  when  the  question  comes  up  I  shall 
hold  up  both  hands  for  a  commission.  But  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  making  the  Fire  Department  effi- 
cient at  the  present  time.  That  question  may  come 
before  us  in  a  short  .time;  it  may  go  over  to  another 
year.  Nine  months  have  elapsed  since  the  great  fire 
and  we  are  told  that  we  have  done  nothing  to  make 
the  department  efficient.  There  is  no  doubt  we  have 
too  small  a  department.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
number  of  our  steam  engines  is  too  small,  and  that 
we  have  not  men  enough  to  work  the  apparatus 
properly.  It  is  our  duty  as  a  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
make  this  department  efficient. 

Alderman  Quincy — We  shall  have  time  enough  to 
discuss  the  question  of  a  commission  when  it  comes 
up.  The  question  now  is  simply  whether  under  the 
present  system  is  there  need  of  a  bell  to  notify  peo- 
ple in  that  vicinity  of  a  fire.  I  assume  that  there  is, 
as  it  has  been  recommended.  If  that  is  so  it  is 
clearly  our  duty,  in  order  to  complete  our  present  de- 
fences,   to   vote   for   it.    It  is   our  duty   to   go  on 


strengthening  our  lines  of  defence  with  the  best 
means  irrespective  of  the  future.  Unless  I  shall 
hear  some  authoritative  statement  that  the  bell  is 
not  needed  in  that  part  of  the  city  I  shall  vote  for 
it. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  suppose  it  matters  much 
whether  people  over  here  can  hear  an  alarm  from  a 
South  Boston  bell  or  not.  The  committee  went  to 
the  spot,  viewed  the  site,  thought  it  was  needed,  and 
reported  in  favor  of  putting  the  bell  on  that  house. 
When  the  wind  blows  stiff  from  the  east  no  bells  can 
be  heard  over  there.  Those  who  live  in  that  vicinity 
believe  a  striking  bell  if  much  needed  there. 

Alderman  Gibson — Some  men  may  think  it  right 
to  put  out  millions  of  dollars  from  the  pockets  of  the 
tax  payers,  without  regard  any  to  the  fact  of  its  being 
needed,  but  I  do  not.  I  want  just  what  is  substan- 
tial, right  and  equitable  in  all  jiarts  of  the  city.  The 
people  have  not  confidence  in  the  ability  of  this 
Board  to  manage  the  department  and  have  petitioned 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Commission.  And  it  is 
our  duty  to  abide  by  and  perform  the  wishes  of  the 
people. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  gentleman  has  no 
warrant  for  making  any  such  remarks.  I  don't  think 
the  public  has  lost  confidence  in  this  board  to  man- 
age the  Fire  Department.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
whole  country  that  this  department  had  been  well 
managed  up  to  the  time  of  the  great  fire.  Because 
some  of  our  citizens  have  sent  in  petitions  asking 
that  the  department  may  be  taken  from  the  City 
Government  and  put  into  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mission, is  no  reason  for  him  to  say  so.  It  is 
a  way  they  have  of  communicating  with  the  Board. 
I  expect  the  gentlemen  here  will  give  this  matter 
proper  attention,  and  if  we  think  it  should  be  given 
to  a  commission  the  public  will  be  satisfied;  and  if 
we  decide  that  the  department  had  better  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  City  Government  there  will  be  no 
want  of  confidence  in  this  body.  Although  a 
member  of  it,  I  may  say  that  this  City  Government 
is  the  best  Boston  has  had  for  years,  and  I  can  add 
with  truth  that  the  government  of  this  city  in  the 
past  has  been  a  pattern  to  city  governments  all  over 
the  Union. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  don't  think  the  gentleman  has 
made  anything  particular  by  his  remarks.  We  have 
petitions  here  that  cpeak  for  themselves,  and  the  evi- 
dence given  in  the  other  room  proves  pretty  conclu- 
sively that  the  people  had  no  confidence  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Fire  Department  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  don't  believe  there  is  any  one  who  wants 
any  a^.ditional  light  on  this  subject.  I  believe  we 
have  as  good  a  city  government  this  year  as  we  ever 
had  in  many  particulars,  and  I  believe  a  little  better 
in  most  of  them.  But  the  people  demand  something 
better  in  the  Fire  Department.  As  the  sentiment  ot 
the  Board  appears  to  be  adverse  to  a  reconsideration 
of  the  order,  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  extend  their 
location  by  the  construction  of  tracks  in  Stoaghton 
street,  Ward  16,  reported  the  accompanying  order  of 
location: 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore  grant- 
ed to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  to  lay 
down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  double  track  (.n  Stoufhton  street,  from  Hud- 
son street  to  Hancock  street,  and  to  connect  said 
double  track  with  the  tracks  now  laid  on  down 
Stoughton  street,  near  Hudson  street,and  on  Hancock 
street  at  Upham's  Corner. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  the  tracks,  the  precise  location  of  the 
same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind  and 
quality  of  pavement  to  be  used  in  paving  said  track, 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them. 

Also  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location, 
and  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  its  several  condi- 
tions, and  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with 
the  City  Clerk,  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its 
passage:  otherwise,  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  their  tracks  in 
Beacon  street,  reported  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hear- 
ing of  all  parties  interested  on  Monday,  Oct.  13,  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.     Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 

On   motion   of   Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    95,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Conn- 
ell  was  held  this  evening,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  the  roll  was 
called,  and  thirty-four  members  answered  to  their 
names. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petition  of  Samuel  C.  Davis,  for  damages,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Jeffrey 
Richardson  et  ai.,fora  discontinuance  of  a  portion 
of  Columbus  avenue,  between  Providence  street  and 
Park  square,  which  came  up  accepted,  havint? 
been  read,  Mr.  Bnrditt  of  Ward  16  said  that  in  this 
connection  he  would  like  to  present  a  petition,  which 
was  from  Jeffrey  Richardson,  William  B.  Spooner 
and  Newell  S.  Thompson,  representing  that  they 
believe  a  misapprehension  exists  as  to  the  effect  of 
modifying  the  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
laving  out  Columbus  avenue  in  a  straight  line  on  its 
westerly  side;  they  ask  for  a  hearing  before  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  show  how  great  expense  can  be  saved 
the  city  and  great  inconvenience  to  the  petitioners 
can  be  avoided  by  a  slight  deflection  from  a  straight 
line  upon  said  side  of  said  street. 

The  President  stated  the  question  to  be  on^the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report. 

Mr.  Flyuu  of  Ward  7—1  would  state  that  both  the 
petitioners  and  remonstrants  had  separate  hearings 
ijefore  the  Committee  on  Streets,  who  are  unanimous 
in  the  report  snbmitted. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  desire  to  say  in  the 
same  connection  that  I  present  the  petition  to  the 
Council  as  requested,  and  that  the  committee  are 
unanimous  in  their  action. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Plynn  the  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  ordinance  in  relation 
to  City  Deeds,  by  empowering  the  Mayor  to  execute 
all  legal  instruments  to  recotivey  to  persons  entitled 
to  redeem  lands  bid  in  by  the  city  for  non-payment 
of  taxes.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

The  order  appropriating  $1500  to  pay  for  repairs  on 
Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  8  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said — 

I  would  like  to  ask  some  explanation  of  this  mat- 
JM.  It  is  for  repairs  of  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  8.  I 
wish  some  one  would  explain  what  the  repairs  are 
and  when  they  are  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — It  is  done  by  authority  of 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  The  engine  is 
at  the  repair  shop;  the  machinery  was  ont  of  order, 
and  the  order  to  have  it  repaired  was  given  in  the 
isual  course  of  committee  business,  and  is  perfectly 
proper. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  does  n't  answer  my 
question.  I  want  to  know  when  it  is  proposed  to 
make  the  repairs.  It  is  a  proper  question  and  I  want 
a  proper  answer. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— If  the  office  of  the  Chief- 
Engineer  were  open  I  could  answer  the  question  ex- 
actly. I  think  the  engine  was  sent  there  last  week. 
It  is  n't  proposed  to  let  an  engine  lie  idle  when  the 
Council  is  not  in  session,  and  there  may  be  use  for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw— That  satisfies  me  that  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  are  constantly  doing  what  they  have 
no  right  to  do.  Why  come  here  at  all  when  they 
have  the  right  to  make  repairs  on  the  engines  ?  Why 
don't  they  come  here  and  ask  for  money  when  it  is 
needed?  Nothing  was  said  of  the  condition  of  this 
engine  till  after  the  work  was  done.  This  is  per- 
hai)s  a  small  matter,  but  it  is  the  same  principle  on 
which  I  have  spoken  two  or  three  times.  It  is  the 
same  principle  on  which  the  stand  pipe  was  put  up. 
If  I  would  tell  the  whole  truth  I  could  tell  the 
reason.  It  is  against  the  principle  of  right  and  justice 
for  the  committee  to  have  work  done  until  they 
have  got  authority  from  the  City  Government.  That 
is  why  I  ask  this  question,  and  I  hope  this  order  will 
not  pass.  1  have  been  into  the  Auditor's  office  and 
have  found  out  a  good  many  things  and  have  the 
records  here  in  my  pocket.  It  is  the  principle  which 
I  am  contending  for;  it  is  demanded  by  the  people 
that  before  contracts  are  made  for  the  spending  of 
money  the  proper  authority  shall  be  given  by  ihe 


City  Council.  This  matter,  in  itself,  don't  amount 
to  much,  but  it  is  the  principle  that  I  desire  to  at- 
tack and  which  attack  I  hope  to  maintain. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— If  the  gentleman  knows  so 
much  about  why  these  engines  were  put  into  the  re- 
pair shop,  he  need  n't  have  asked  anything  about  it. 
I  think  the  people  of  Boston  don't  want  an  engine  to 
wait  two  or  three  weeks  doing  nothing,  when  it  is 
likely  to  be  called  into  use  at  any  time.  It  is  compe- 
tent and  proper  for  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment, when  any  engines  are  out  of  repair,  to  have 
them  repaired.  The  gentleman  has  thrown  out  insin- 
uations two  or  three  times  about  repairs  being  made 
by  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  and  if  he 
knows  so  much  I  wish  he  would  state  the  facts. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  don't  believe  this  Council 
wants  to  stand  here  and  split  hairs  about  small  mat- 
ters. If  an  engine  breaks  down  Thursday  night  go- 
ing to  a  fire,  I  don't  believe  the  people  want  her  to 
remain  idle  until  the  next  week.  For  my  part  I  am 
willing  to  t  ike  the  responsibility,  and  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  wants  to  rake  down  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  I  am  willing  he  should. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  don't  propose  to  rake  anybody  down. 
If  the  gentleman  wants  to  get  excited  he  may.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  not  only  that  an  engine  is  at  the  repair 
shops.  There  are  a  great  many  more  matters.  There 
was  the  case  of  the  fire  boat,  which  was  put  on  the 
stocks  by  order  of  the  committee,  when  there  had 
been  no  competition  as  to  the  work,  and  there 
came  an  order  in  here  to  pay  the  expenses.  I 
was  called  over  to  see  the  trial  of  the  en- 
gine and  hose.  While  I  stood  there  at  the  wharf 
I  was  told  the  boat  was  to  cost  $1700.  Within 
three  days  the  bill  was  brought  in  for  $3700.  I  don't 
charge  the  gentleman  with  trying  to  deceive  me. 
Nevertheless,  that  is  a  fact.  The  boat  was  put  on 
the  stocks  weeks  before  the  order  was  sent  in.  I  find 
in  the  Chief-Engineer's  report  that  the  expense  was 
$19,000  for  the  fire  boat,  when  the  fact  is  it  cost 
$30^000.  I  want  to  see  things  in  black  and  white,  and 
I  intend,  when  I  am  not  satisfied,  to  ask  some  expla- 
nation. And  I  am  not  going  to  be  snapped  up  here 
in  this  sort  of  a  way  and  told  that  I  am  looking  after 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  many  matters,  and  when  the  proper 
time  comes  I  propose  to  state  what  I  know,  notwith- 
standing gentlemen  in  this  Council  are  interested  in 
them.  I  charge  no  member  of  this  present  City  Gov- 
ernment with  corruption,  but  I  propose  to  have  my 
say  upon  such  matters. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  am  tempted,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  make  one  remark  at  this  time,  because  it 
seems  quite  opportune.  When  a  committe  of  the 
City  Government  takes  any  action,  that  action  is  lia- 
ble to  inquiry.  So  on  this  occasion,  when  the  Fire 
Committee  has  ordered  an  engine  to  be  repaired,  or 
when  the  fire  boat  has  been  repaired,  it  is  always  lia- 
ble to  immediate  investigation  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  City  Government.  So  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  very  properly  asks  for  informa- 
tion, which  has  been  given  him,  why  an  engine 
and  a  fire  boat  have  been  repaired.  That,  Mr. 
President  is  one  of  the  great  advantages  of 
having  the  business  of  the  Fire  Department 
conducted  by  committees  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. But  while  the  gentleman  claims  the 
right  at  all  times  to  require  information  regard- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  committees,  he  must  admit 
that  if  all  the  power  of  the  City  Government  was 
given  to  a  commission  it  would  be  beyond  his  power 
to  make  any  inquiries  regarding  the  expenditures  of 
the  commission,  whatever.  They  might  be  as  ex- 
travagant and  as  wild  as  possible;  he  could  make  no 
inquiry,  while  the  committee  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment are  always  ordering  expenditures  at  their  peril. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  position  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  .5  is  an  argument  for  retaining  the  control 
of  the  department  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of 
the  City  Government,  and  he  will  vote  for  It  if  he 
votes  according  to  the  position  he  has  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  presumed  that  we  were  not  arguing 
the  question  of  a  fire  commission.  I  notice  the  ani- 
mus of  my  friend  anc-l  I  have  witnessed  his  legal  acu- 
men. I  shall  vote  in  accordance  with  my  convic- 
tions and  the  dictates  of  my  conscience.  I  shall  not 
■place  myself  so  out  of  the  pale  of  parliamentary 
practice  as  to  debate  the  subject  of  a  fire  commis- 
sion under  the  head  of  the  matter  which  we  are  now 
discussing.  I  don't  come  here  as  a  special  pleader 
for  anybody  or  anything.  But  I  propose  to  speak 
plainly. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — The  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  frequently  gets  up  here  and  says  lie  don't  mean  to 
bring  charges  of  corruption,  but  he  keeps  insinuat- 
ing that  there  is  something  wrong  in  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  distinctly  stated  that  I  charged  no 
man. 
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The  President— Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
yield  the  floor;  the  Chair  decides  that  it  is  not  a  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  Jones— Well,  I  invite  the  gentleman  to  go  up 
and  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  Fire  Department; 
he  will  find  the  whole  thing  recorded,  the  accounts 
for  every  engine  in  black  and  white,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  better  for  him  to  investigate  before  coming 
here  and  insinuating  that  some  one  is  making  a  dol- 
lar out  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  that  is  all  it 
amounts  to. 

Mr.  Shaw — The  gentleman  is  in  error.  I  distinctly 
stated  that  I  charged  no  one  with  corruption.  If  the 
gentleman  construes  my  language  that  way  he  is 
wrong.  I  have  not  been  peeping  into  the  matters  of 
the  Fire  Department,  as  some  members  have  been 
doing  over  to  Parker's  to  see  if  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  have  been  there  to  dinner.  Chickens  will 
come  home  to  roost,  sometimes. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  would  like  to  know  if  this 
is  a  new  appropriation. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— It  is  to  be  chaiged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Fire  Dcpartmei^ 

Mr.  Train — Then  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  any  further  discussion.  If  we  have  a 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  we  cannot  ignore 
them  altogether.  If  they  are  not  competent  to  bring 
in  bills,  they  had  better  be  discharged.  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading  and  laid  over. 

The  order  apj)ropriating  $1450  to  pay  for  repairs  on 
Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  15  having  been  read  once,  Mr. 
Shaw  of  Ward'  5  said— 

I  should  like  to  know  what. this  is;  what  is  to  be 
done  with  that  engine,  where  she  is  and  how  long  she 
has  been  in  the  repair  shops,  if  at  all.  The  committee 
are  not  obliged  to  answer  any  question  unless  they 
desire  to.  I  have  heard  something  of  this  and  I  have 
reason  for  making  the  inquiry. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and  laid 
over. 

The  three  following  papers  were  severally  read 
once  and  laid  over: 

Order  authorizing  Engine  Companies  4  and  7  to  be 
reorganized  so  that  each  shall  consist  of  twelve  men. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  an  arrangement  to  be 
made  with  Samuel  R.  Russell,  for  an  exhibition  of 
his  tire  apparatus,  at  not  exceeding  $;:J00. 

Resoive  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners  for 
the  widening  of  Essex  street,  at  corner  of  Washing- 
ton stree<",  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $770. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  preamble  and  order  request- 
ing the  Water  Boarct  to  place  fire  res^ervoirs  at  the 
junction  of  such  streets  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  oy 
them  and  the  engineers  of  Ihe  Fire  Department.  Re- 
port accepted  and  order  passed, 'in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners,  with 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  to  confer  with  the  owners 
of  unfilled  lands  ana  flats  between  Beacon  street, 
Western  avenue,  Longwood  avenue,  and  the  Boston 
&  Providence  Railroad;  and  prepare  a  plan  for  laying 
out  streets  and  avenues  over  said  district. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  0 — At  the  suggestion  of  one 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  I  move  to 
amend  by  inserting  the  word  "principal"  before  the 
word  ''Streets,"  so  that  it  shall  read  "prepare  plans 
for  laying  out  the  principal  streets  and  avenues  over 
said  district." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  move  to  still  further 
amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  "Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad"  and  addingthe  following:  "Also 
between  South  Boston,  Dorchester.  Dorchester  Bay, 
Savin  Hill  and  Dorchesier  avenue,  and  prepare  plans 
for  laying  out  streets  and  avenues  over  said  district." 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i— I  should  think  that  per- 
haps one  piece,  of  work  for  the  Commissioners  was 
enough  at  a  time.  Can't  the  amendment  come  in 
as  a  separate  order?  I  did  n't  know  that  they  were 
laying  that  territory  out. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— In  regard  to  the  impor- 
tance of  this  matter,  I  would  say  that  parties  are  now 
at  work  grading  some  hundred  acres  of  marsh  land 
in  that  section  of  the  city.  They  have  made  prepara- 
tions and  have  already  commenced  the  work  of 
dredging  to  lay  a  sea  wall  on  Dorchester  Bay.  The 
land  on  the  Back  Bay  is  simply  for  dwelling'houses, 
and  i  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  not  had  a  City 
Government  in  seven  years,  except  the  last  ene, 
which  has  comprehended  its  duty  in  regard  to  the 
development  of  the  commercial  resources  of  the  city 
of  Bosron.  Here  is  a  tract  between  Dorchester  and 
Savin  Hill  which  is  ten  times  as  important  as  those 
mud  holes  on  the  Back  Bay.  As  the  work  of  filling  a 
portion  of  that  land  is  now  going  on,  it  is  more  im- 
portant to  the  city  that  the  Street  Commissioners 
should  take  into  consideration  the  matter  of  laying 


out  streets  in  that  section.  I  think  it  very  important 
that  the  amendment  be  attached  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6 — It  seems  to  me  that  we 
had  better  not  grasp  too  much  at  one  time.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13  as  a  separate  order,  but  if  we  have  that 
mud  hole  on  the  Back  Bay,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  entitled  to  have  it  filled  up.  Let  the  one  having 
the  most  pressing  necessity  take  precedence. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i — Inasmuch  as  this  subject 
of  la.-ving  out  streets  in  Dorchester  Bay  is  new  to 
most  members  of  the  Council,  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  come  in  as  a  separate  proposition  and  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  consider. 

Mr.  Loriug's  amendment  was  adopted— 20  yeas,  ti 
nays. 

The  order,  as  amended,  was  then  passed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  five  following  papers  came  up  as  unfinished 
business  and  received  concurrent  action: 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $2000  to  be  ex- 
pended in  improving  the  South  Boston  squares. 
Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  additional  sum  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $4730  to  be  expended  for  labor  and  team 
work  in  the  Department  of  the  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$4500,  to  be  made  in  grading  and  improving  Orchard 
square.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of  not 
exceeding  $1200,  in  erecting  and  repairing  fences  on 
and  around  the  public  grounds.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
$200,  in  erecting  and  furnishing  a  wagon  shed  and 
tool  house  on  the  Common.    Passed. 

The  orders  to  complete  the  furnishing  of  Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  L  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $7500, 
.and  for  a  transfer  of  said  amount  from  the  Reserved 
Fund,  was  rejected— yeas  36,  nays  0;  two-thirds  of 
those  present  not  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Subse- 
quently, on  motion  of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  the 
vote  was  reconsidered  and  the  orders  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  following  papers  were  first  laid  on  the  table 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  and  subsequently 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  were  taken  up  and  passed — 
yeas  M,  nays  0: 

Order  to  allow  for  rent  of  headquarters  of  Ninth 
Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  562  Washington  street,  $600  per 
annum. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  First  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  at  11  Pember- 
ton  square,  and  that  $600  be  allowed  for  said  head- 
quarters in  Boylston  Hall. 

Order  to  allow  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  D, 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  at  1806  Washington 
street,  $1200  per  annum. 

Order  to  allow  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  I, 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  m  American  Hall,  Ward 
16.  $575  per  annum. 

Order  to  allow  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  I, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  at  544  Washington 
street,  fl200  per  annum. 

Orders  authorizing  erection  of  a  hook  and  ladder 
house  on  Dudley  and  Forest  streets,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  .$21,000;  and  for  a  loan  therefor. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  lO-I  would  ask  of  this  hook 
and  ladder  house  whether  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  new 
apparatus  or  to  move  one  into  it  now  stationed  at 
Mo.  4's  house.  I  can't  see  the  propriety  of  having  a 
new  hook  and  ladder  house  there  when  there  is 
enough  already  in  the  neighborhood.  I  move  to  lay 
the  order  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

REORGANIZATION   OF    THE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  called  up  the  special 
assignment  of  the  evening,  being  the  xcport  and  evi- 
dence on  the  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department, 
and  the  cause  of  the  fire  May  30,  1873,  and  ordinance 
recommended  therein  to  establish  a  fire  department. 
(Printed  City  Doc.  No.  97.)  Minority  report  on  same 
subject.  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  106.)  Ordinance 
and  orders  accompanying  said  minority  report. 
(Printed  City  Doc.  No.  109.) 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  ordinance  reported 
by  the  majority  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  I  was  interrupted  in  the.  course  of  my  re- 
marks, and  was  compelled  to  stop  where  I  was.  I 
will  say,  however,  that  if  my  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  3  had  let  me  alone,  I  should  have  concluded 
what  I  had  to  say  in  five  minutes.  I  shall  probably 
take  a  little  more  than  that  now,  because  of  facts 
which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  today.  Before 
giving  those  figures  and  facts,  I  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal statement.    It  was  industriousty  circulated  at 


377 


coMMOisr     oouisroiL, 


the  last  meeting  by  those  opposed  to  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Fire  Department,  that  I  had  prepared  a 
speech  which  would  take  three  hours  to  deliver;  con- 
sequently some  parties  left.  I  don't  suppose  I  could 
make  a  speech  two  hours  in  length,  which  I 
would  be  glad  to  read  in  the  papers.  It  has 
also  been  circulated  industriously  that  the  great 
interest  which  I  take  in  this  matter  is  for  se'fish  ends; 
that  I  expect  to  be  appointed  on  this  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners.  One  is  just  as  true  as  the  other.  I 
am  not  a  candidate  for  any  office  of  the  kind.  I  hope 
people  of  tender  consciences  and  large  corns  on  their 
feet  will  remember  that,  and  give  me  credit  for  can- 
dor at  least.  I  was  discussing  the  propositions  made 
by  tlie  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  1  will  not  now  bore 
the  Council  with  any  repetition  of  those  matters  ex- 
cept tp  refer  to  some  of  the  statements  in  the  minor- 
ity report.  I  find  here  that  somebody  is  charged 
with  going  to  the  State-  House  and  getting  a  law  pass- 
ed. I  don't  know  of  any  law  that  is  referred  to,  and 
my  honorable  friend  who  is  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee ought  to  know  better.  I  think  the  statement. 
on  the  fifteenth  page  of  the  report,  if  written  by 
him,  is  a  mistake.  [Mr.  Shaw  read  fiom 
minority  report  in  regard  to  the  political  design  of 
the  commision.]  This  is  one  of  tliose  statements 
which  no  one  can  answer  because  there  is  no  founda- 
tion for  it.  The  statement  of  my  friends  is  that  his 
great  objection  to  the  appointment  of  a  comnjission 
is  that  it  will  be  a  political  machine.  Now  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  whoever  be  may  be, 
shall  nominate  or  appoint  three  men  as  commis- 
sioners, one  to  hold  place  for  one  year,  one  for  two, 
and  one  for  three  years;  that  the  nomination  or  ap- 
pointment shall  go  to  the  City  Council  for  confirma- 
tion. I  see  nothing  political  so  far.  Where  does 
the  political  influence  come  in?  The  gentleman 
then  offers  the  proposition  that  a  committee  of 
three  of  the .  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  take  this 
whole  matter  of  the  department  m  charge.  Every- 
body knows  that  the  committee  are  to  be 
elected  ,  every  year,  while,  the  commissioners 
are  to  be  appointed  one  for  one  year,  another  for  two 
and  another  for  three.  The  commission  is  n't  elect- 
ed by  the  people,  but  is  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. Now  show  me  how  the  political  influence 
is  there.  This  one  man  is  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  Citv  Council  every  year, 
and  the  three  men  go  before  the  people  to  be  elected 
each  year  at  the  polls.  Are  not  those  gentlemen  who 
go  before  tlie  people  three  times  as  much  political  as 
the  one  who  is  appointed?  The  question  answers  it- 
self, and  I  leave  my  fnend"s  argument,  and  the 
minority  report  in  that  way.  Now  I  hear  my  friend 
quoting  what  is  done  in  New  York,  and  speaking  of 
the  corruptions  of  commis.sions.  Let  us  see  what 
George  T.Pope, president  of  the  Continental  Insurance 
Company,  who  had  thirty-eight  years'  experience, 
says — [Mr.  Shaw  read  from  Mr.  Pope's  evidence  before 
the  joint  special  committee  in  regard  to  the  work  of 
commissions.]  Now  who  are  the  gentlemen  who 
came  before  the  committee  to  oppose  the  commis- 
sion? Why  my  friend  from  Ward  3°did  us  the  honor 
to  give  his  advice.  [Mr.  Shaw  read  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3.  before  the  joint  s-pecia! 
committee,  in  opposition  to  a  commission.]  Why, 
that  is  the  very  argument  I  have  been  using  against 
that  of  my  friend  from  South  Boston,  and  almost  in 
so  many  words.  Well,  there  is  one  other  gentleman, 
and  he  is  my  friend  of  about  three  hundred  avoirdu- 
pois, Mr.  Joslah  Dnnham  of  Soutn  Boston.  It  is 
a  most  singular  fact,  that  "all  this  minority 
report  comiis  from  South  Boston,  with  its 
broad  avenues  and  thrifty  population.  It  is 
singular  that  Mr.  Dunham  should  come  before  the 
committee,  and  says  he  would  n't  have  a  commission 
unless  appointed  by  Judge  Ames  of  the  Probate 
Court.  The  whole  gist  and  substance  of  what  the 
opponents  say  is  a  very  strong  argument  in  favor  of 
a  commission.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  said 
our  department  is  composed  of  the  best  men  and 
the  best  apparatus  in  the  world.  I  admit  it  all, 
and  I  4{^ve  a  few  statistics  that  will  prove  it.  It 
is  a  fact  that  with  all  this  enormous  cost  of  .$(i80,- 
000  paid  for  buildings  and  apparatus  in  the  de- 
partment for  the  last  twelve  years,  not  including 
the  current  expenses  of  the  department,  we  have  ob- 
tained one  of  the  best  departments  in  the  world, 
but  why  have  we  sustained  such  great  losses  ? 
There  is  a  screw  loose  somewhere.  Nobody  in 
Boston  would  complain  of  these  enormous  expen- 
ditures if  we  had  corresponding  results.  I  trust  the 
Council  will  bear  with  me  while  I  give  the  figures, 
which  I  suppose  will  be  criticised  as  the  others  have 
been.  I  have  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  inves- 
tigation of  this  subject.  Many  are  asking  the  ques- 
tion why  I  am  about  the  City  Hall  so  much.  Well, 
perhaps  it  will  develop  itself  by  and  by.  We  have 
twenty-three  organized    fire    companies,    each  with 


f  team  fire  engine,  and  one  engine  with  no  organized 
company,  making  twenty-four,  in  first-class  condition. 
We  have  three  or  four  "spares,"  old  engines  which, 
can  be  used  in  an  emergency.  We  have  seven  hook 
and  ladder  trucks  and  twelve  hose  carriages. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  by  orders  voted  by 
us  this  year,  we  have  four  first-class  engines, 
costing  $18,000,  five  hose  carriages  costing  $4500,  one 
hook  and  ladder  truck  costing  $1800,  ordered  to  be 
added  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  this  year.  The 
population  of  Boston  is  270,000,  and  the  area  is  9902 
acres.  New  York  has  thirty-eight  steam  engines, 
fifteen  hook  and  ladder  trucks,  for  a  population  of 
983,284,  to  an  area  of  14,500  acres.  New  York's  pop- 
ulation is  2(j4  per  cent,  greater  than  Boston's  and  her 
area  4600  acres  more.  The  present  apparatus  and 
organizations  of  Philadelphia  are  twenty-four  organ- 
ized companies,  each  witti  steam  fire  engines,  three 
engines  without  companies,  five  trucks  and  hook  and 
ladder  companies,  three  small  hand  engines  in 
the  suburbs.  Philadelphia's  population  is  706,569, 
with  an  erea  of  82,560  acres.  The  population  of 
Philadelphia  is  161  per  cent,  larger  than  Boston,  and 
Philadelphia's  area  is  700  per  cent,  greater  than 
Boston.  Philadelphia  is  more  than  two  and  a  half 
times  as  large  in  population  as  Boston,  and  eight 
times  as  large  in  territory.  The  present  apparatus 
and  organization  of  the  Fire  Department  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  consists  of  sixteen  companies, 
each  with  steam  fire  engine,  five  hook  and  ladder 
trucks.  Brooklyn's  population  is  434,929;  area 
12,800  acres.  Brooklyn's  population  is  sixty  per 
cent,  larger  than  Boston,  and  the  area  3000 
acres  larger.  And  vet  the  Fire  Department  of 
Brooklyn  in  1871  cost  .$277,963  48,  while  that  of  Bos- 
ton cost  $418..507  21.  Brooklyn's  department  in  1872. 
cost  $319,550  49;  Boston's  in  1872  was  $468,843  50. 
Brooklyn's  appropriation  for  1873  was  $317,800;  Bos- 
ton's for  the  same  year  was  $.550,000.  Now  we  will 
go  abroad  a  short  distance,  over  to  LoLdon,  which  in 
the  city  proper  covers  725  square  acres,  but  her  juris- 
diction in  fire  matters  extends  over  the  metropolis, 
covering  more  than  78,000  square  acres,  and  her 
population  is  3,340,000,  while  Boston  had.  May  1, 
1872,  29,736  houses  ar.d  734  unfinished  houses,  mak- 
ing in  all  30,470.  There  were  Innlf,  in  London 
during  the  ten  years  ending  in  1872.  149,905  houses, 
or  in  other  words,  about  five  times  as  many  houses 
were  built  in  London  during  the  ten  years  last  past 
as  there  were  in  Boston  altogether  May,  1872,  and  yet 
the  expenditures  for  supporting  the  Fire  Department 
of  Boston  for  1872  were  $100,000  more  than  the  ex- 
penses of  the  London  department  for  same  year,  and 
this  exclusive  entirely  of  the  extra  expenditure  on 
accoi'int  of  the  November  fire.  Now  we  come  to  the 
expense  per  capita  in  the  several  cities. 

Population.      Exp'sotT)ep't.   Percapita 

London 3,1540,000        about  $*lfl,000  5d 

New  York 98:^,000  997,266  $101^ 

Philadelphia 706,000  *377,191  53^ 

St.  Louis 360,000  166,315  i6M 

Chicago 380,000  382,000  1  00 

Baltimore 281,000  160,635  57 

Boston 270,000  430,000  166?;; 

Cincinnati 221,000  281,935  127 

*i)n  same  hasis  as  Boston  accounts  are  made  up,  not 
including  S<30,546  37  for  rents  and  repairs  in  Philadel- 
phia—in Boston  tliose  charges  are  for  Public  Buildings, 
sav  whole  expense  In  Philadelphia  $407,737  45,  less  $30,- 
546  37,  leaves  $377,191  08. 

The  Fire  Department  of  Boston  (current  expendit- 
ures exclusive  of  the  great  November  fire)  for  1872 
cost  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  Boston  1.66?a ; 
while  in  London  it  cost  only  5d  and  Philadelphia  .53^4 
cents. 

Now  I  think  these  figures  will  speak  for  themselves 
and  I  ask  for  them  the  criticism  of  the  sharpest  of 
the  sharp.  I  am  ready  to  meet  any  other  proposition 
they  may  bring.  I  know  that  the  people  of  Boston, 
the  merchants  and  mechanics,  professional  men, 
women  and  children  are  looking  to  us  for  relief.  It 
is  expected  that  we  will  meet  this  matter  manfully. 
We  want  no  dodging  because  we  happen  to  be  on  the 
same  committee,  nor  because  we  belong  to  any  other 
organization.  Nobody  is  to  be  intimidated;  I  do  n't 
propose  to  be  intimidatedl  because  a  member  saye,  "I 
will  demolish  you  when  I  get  the  floor."  I  sup- 
pose, because  I  have  looked  into  this  matter 
with  great  interest,  that  I  am  to  be  trampled 
upon.  Perhaps  it  is.  I  propose  to  do  what  I  be 
lieve  to  be  right,  and  I  think  we  are  not  doing  right 
by  the  citizens  of  Boston  if  we  delay  the  passage  of 
this  matter.  I  hope  we  shall  act  fairly,  and  that  every 
gentleman  will  rise  in  his  place  and  meet  the  issue, 
and  not  oe  standing  around  talking  of  men's  private 
interests.  Let  us  face  our  constituents.  I  am  ready 
to  face  mine  and  give  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in 
me.  If  the  measure  is  to  be  defeated,  it  will  not  be 
because  I  have  not  advocated  its  passage,  and  if  any 
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member  has  anything  to  say  of  the  active  stand  I  have 
taken,  I  am  ready  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  have  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man with  great  pleasure  and  interest.  He  seems  to 
be  the  best  member  of  the  City  Government  for  get- 
ting into  a  small  space  and  crawling  out  of  it.  The 
gentleman  tries  to  forestall  everything.  I  have  taken 
some  interest  in  this  matter.  It  is  true  I  have  not 
had  the  time  to  spare  that  the  gentleman  has.  My 
time  spent  in  this  building  hasn't  been  as  great  as 
his.  But  I  have  been  in  the  Council  eight  years,  and 
I  think  I  know  where  to  hunt  for  figures  as  well  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  does.  He  claims  to  be  a 
representative  of  the  people.  Well,  I  represent  in 
part  a  cohstituency  of  seven  hundred  votes,  which 
place  me  in  this  position;  he  has  but  250  to  place  him 
where  he  is.  In  reading  a  certaiu  paper  I  find  it  says 
figures  don't  lie.  But  the  makers  of  certain  figures 
majve  mistakes.  I  have  certain  figures  here,  giving 
the  cost  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  which  I  will 
read.  [Mr.  Wells  then  read  the  following  tabulated 
statement,  the  column  headed  "Mr.  Shaw's  figures" 
being  those  given  by  that  gentleman  at  the  last  meet- 
ing:] 

Mr.  Sliaw's  From  the 

Years.  Figures.  Andifor's  Report. 

1880-61 $112,098  53  $105,894  72 

1861-62 84,656  07  80,419  51 

1862-63 107,555  74  96,936  10 

1863-64 126,429  68  114,704  13 

1864-65 158,177  31  142,877  57 

1865-66 151,922  65  16.5.605  21 

1866-67 177,743  81  151 ,624  63 

1867-68 230,554  53  180,218  46 

1868-69     284,753  03  229,047  43 

1869-70 344,558  64  286,275  29 

1870-71 418,.50721  333,283  11 

1871-72 468,843  50  399,249  63 

1872-73 661,842  25  605,310  93 

During  the  years  1860  and  1860,  inclusive,  the  en- 
gine, hose  and  hook  and  ladder  houses  were  in  charge 
of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  and  the  expense  of 
building  new  houses  and  repairing  old  ones  is  in- 
cluded in  the  Auditor's  figures. 

In  1866-69  Roxbury  was  annexed,  bringing  into  the 
department  three  additional  assistant  engineers  and 
five  extra  companies. 

In  1870-71  Dorchester  was  annexed,  bringing  into 
the  department  six  additional  assistant  engineers  and 
eight  extra  companies;  the  City  Council  also  voted  to 
pay  the  Water  Board  $.54,990  for  the  care  of  hydrants 
and  the  use  of  water  for  extinguistiing  fires. 

In  1871  there  was  paid  the  Water  Board  $59,730  for 
care  of  hydrants  and  for  water. 

During  the  year  187^3  the  following  extra  expen- 
itures  occurred;  Paid  the  Water  Board  $73, .382;  for 
fire  boat,  .pi, 002  39;  on  account  of  fire  Nov.  9,  $29,- 
185  25;  expenses  of  Coliseum.  $255130;  horse  dis- 
temper, $l;:327;  making  a  total  of  $137,447  94  for  ex- 
traordinary expenses,  which  is  included  in  the  Audi- 
tor's report. 

Now,  the  gentleman's  figures — where  he  got  them  I 
can't  tell,  neither  do  I  care — may  tell  us  about  Balti- 
more or  New  York  fire  departments,  but  they  do  not 
tell  the  truth  about  Boston.  I  told  the  gentleman 
that  the  expense  of  the  Baltimore  and  New  York  fiie 
departments  was  greater  per  man  than  that  of  Bos- 
ton, and  I  believe  he  telegraphed  for  the  information, 
but  he  don't  give  it  to  tbls  Council.  He  has  quoted 
my  saying  before  the  committee.  I  still  hold  to  that 
view.  I  am  opposed  to  a  commission.  The  gentle 
man  stated  that  the  expenses  of  the  Joint  Fire  Com- 
mittee were  so-and-so.  I  happen  to  have  the 
honor  of  having  been  on  than  committee  two  years, 
and  that  committee  never  spent  anything  in  propor- 
tion to  what  the  joint  special  committee  has.  And 
figures  wont  lie  either.  I  wmild  ask  the  gentleman  if 
every  member  of  this  Council  should  undertake  the 
job  of  hunting  up  the  doings  of  the  other,  where 
would  they  bring  up?  He  can  undertake  to  hunt  up 
my  record"  I  stand  clearer  than  he  does,  if  he  does 
preach  honesty  and  economy.  If  the  gentleman 
wishes  me  to  state  what  I  know  I  can  do  it.  If  he 
does  undertake  to  be  a  commissioner  he  can  never 
set  my  vote.  Good  men  don't  look  for  those  posi- 
tions. ■  They  are  obtained  by  some  old  hacks  who 
can't  get  an  honest  living  outside,  who  have  n't  got 
the  manhood  to  take  off  their  coats,  who  want  an  ele- 
vator and  ask  for  it  every  year.  If  the  gentleman  has 
devoted  so  much  time  to  hunting  up  figures  they 
don't  compare  well  with  those  of  the  Auditor. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  has  referred 
to  me  personally.  I  referred  to  him  by  his  published 
record.  Now  he  brings  out  his  slang  upon  me  person- 
ally. I  '11  say  to  him,  "Come  on,  Macduff."  If  he 
has  got  a  charge  to  bring,  let  him  charge  it  before  me 
in  this  Council  if  he  dares.  I  say  it  plainly,  distinct- 
ly, possibly  at  the  expense  of  being  called  to  order, 
lie  charges  distinctly  that  my  figures  don't  agree 
with  the  Auditor's.    I  challenge  him  to  show  one 


single  Item  a  cent  different  from  the  auditor's.  They 
are  figures  which  I  got  from   the  Auditor's  books, 
and  I  have  them  here  in  my  package,    Now   let  the 
gentleman  come  home,  Don  Quixote  as  he  is. 
"Let  the  Don  Quixote  of  Ward  3 

Aim  his  fiery  shafts  at  me, 

Feeble  shadow  that  I  am. 
[Laughter.] 

Let  him  play  his  game  of  bluflT, 
Give  him  length  of  rope  enough, 
He 's  sure  to  hang  himself." 
[Laughter.] 

Wliat  do  the  gentleman's  figures  show?  Has  he 
shown  one  item  of  proof  that  my  figures  are  not  cor- 
rect? It  is  out  of  place  to  say  he  will  not  vote  for 
me.  He  is  out  of  place  to  come  here  and  intimate 
that  I  will  ask  his  vote.  There  is  honor  among  men, 
or  there  should  be.  I  can  listen  t'^  the  gentleman 
with  admiration  and  delight  when  he  talks  good 
sense.  But  when  he  makes  an  insinuation  because  I 
happen  to  take  an  interest  in  a  matter  as  it  is  my 
duty  to  do,  I  don't  want  to  say  it  is  n't  gentlemanly. 
It  is  out  of  place.  Now,  the  gentleman  says 
1  have  expended  more  than  the  Joint  Fire 
Committee.  I  know  where  he  gets  his  infor- 
mation, and  I  know  who  is  instigating  him.  It 
is  not  a  member  of  this  Council.  I  have  no  jobs  with 
the  city;  I  don't  work  for  the  Fire  Department.  I 
never  received  a  cent  from  the  city  in  my  life,  except, 
perhaps,  when  I  may  have  been  on  a  jury  some  time 
ago.  I  don't  want  to  make  a  charge  here  against  any 
one,  but  when  a  gentleman  flings  an  insinuation  at 
me  about  some  two-penny  job,  in  which  the  commit- 
tee joined  with  me,  and  authorized  me  to  do,  it  is 
small  potatoes  to  proceed  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  3,  and  any  gentleman  would  scorn  such  a  mean 
contemptible  slur.  Let  him  show  the  dollars  and  cents 
which  have  been  expended  by  me  and  the  committee 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member.  I  have 
almost  a  good  mind  to  call  for  an  investigation,  and 
we  will  have  an  investigation  of  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department.  I  am  not  to  be  cowed  down  and 
bluffed  down  by  any  such  propositions.  When  I  get 
up  here  and  argue  a  subject  to  the  best  of  my  poor 
ability  I  expect  to  be  respected.  When  they  begin 
to  fiiiig  at'me  they  will  find  that  a  game  at  which  two 
can  play. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  have  always  understood 
that  my  friend  from  Ward  5  was  an  old  warrior,  but  I 
am  not  an  old  man,  and  have  been  in  the  business 
but  a  short  time.  I  will  stand  by  those  figures,  and 
if  they  are  not  correct  I  will  resign  my  seat  in  this 
Council.  Now  he  dares  me  to  make  a  charge.  I  was 
not  born  in  the  woods  to  he  scared  by  an  owl — 

The  President— I  would  remind  the  gentlemen  that 
this  per«3ual  discussion  must  not  go  on  any  longer 
The  Chair  does  not  understand  that  any  charge  lias 
been  made. 

Mr.  Wells— I  made  no  charge.  I  said  that  his  fig- 
ures were  not  correct. 

The  President— Gentlemen  will  avoid  any  person- 
alities. 

Mr.  Wells— I  stand  by  those  figures.  Anything  I 
have  stated  I  will  stand  by.  He  can  overhaul  the 
committee;  they  will  stand  before  him  and  their  con- 
stituents too.  I  say  that  t.ie  expenses  of  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  are  not 
as  large  iu  proportion  as  those  of  the  gentleman.  He 
stated  that  he  dared  me.  I  will  state  for  the  infor- 
mation that  I  saw  a  bill  passed  into  the  Alderman'.s 
chamber  of  a  hundred  and  some  odd  dollars  on  a 
prize  drill,  and  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  paid  or 
not.  and  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  on  whose 
authority  that  hill  was  run  up. 

Mr.  Shaw— Does  the  gentleman  desire  an  answer? 

The  President— An  answer  will  not  be  iu  order,  as 
it  does  not  appertain  to  the  question  under  discus- 
sion. 

.Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6—1  had  no  idea  that  such 
a  hornet's  nest  was  going  to  be  stirred  up,  or  that 
we  should  have  had  to  take  notice  of  which  of  the 
committees  had  eaten  dinner.  I  think  we  have  more 
important  business  before  us.  I  have  listened  atten- 
tively, and  I  trust  profitably,  to  all  the  arguments  on 
this  subject,  and  I  have  decided  to  votein  favor  of 
the  majority  report;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I 
have  arrived  at  this  conclusion  without  feeling 
obliged  to  find  fault  with,  or  to  abuse,  any  one  con- 
nected with  the  Fire  Department  as  at  present  or- 
ganized. I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert  in  these  mat- 
ters, and  I  am  therefore  willing  to  rely  on  those  who 
are.  I  readily  admit  that  we  have  a  body  of  able  and 
experienced  engineers  and  firemen— an  equipment  of 
euL'ines  and  apparatus  said  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
most  other  cities — in  thort,  a  working  force  well 
adapted  for  the  work  to  be  done.  And  yet  there  is 
evidently  something  necessary  to  meet  promptly  and 
efflcientiy  the  public  demand.    Now  a  large  and  in- 


381 


COMMON     couisrciL. 


ought  to  be  able  to  get  a  vote  at  the  next  meeting. 
The  question  is  assigned  for  half-past  eight.  I  move 
that  the  question  be  taken  at  half-past  nine  o'clock 
on  the  adoption  of  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  am  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion, but  the  limitation  is  too  near.  I  would  prefer 
ten  or  half-past.    I  move  to  substitute  half-past  ten. 

Mr.  Benny  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  take  the  vote  at  half -past  ten  was  carried. 

PETITION  FOR  DAMAGES. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented  the  petition  of 
Joshua  H.  Pitman,  representing  that  he  is  the  owner 
of  house  and  land  No.  89  Charter  street;  from  which 
he  derived  an  income  by  renting  to  tenants;  that  in 
January  last  the  Board  of  Health  ordered  the  house 
to  be  vacated,  that  it  might  be  used  for  a  smallpox 
hospital,  in  consequence  of  which  the  proprietor  has 
suffered  loss  anu  damage  in  loss  of  rents,  and  re- 
pairs made  and  other  expenses  incurred,  amounting 
to  $493  85,  which  sum  he  asks  may  be  allowed  to  him 
as  compensation  for  the  actual  loss  and  damage  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  said  action  of  the  Board  of 
Health.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

REPORTS    OF   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  reported  inexpedient  on  the 
petition  of  the  Baptist  Church  Extension  Society  for 
the  use  of  the  old  Franklin  Schoolhouse,  for  Sabbath 
services,  the  building  being  in  use  by  the  city.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  that  por- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  relating  to  the  better  protection  of  the 
library  building  against  fire,  reported  that  some  of 
the  precautions  recommended  in  the  report  are  now 
being  made,  and  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  with  the  additional  protection  of  a  standpipe 
carried  to  the  roof,  with  a  proper  means  for  raising 
hose  on  the  outside  wall,  together  with  the  covering 
of  the  lights  with  iron  netting,  the  building  will  be 
as  secure  as  is  possible,  unless,  as  is  suggested  by 
the  Examining  Committee  of  the  Trustees,  double 
iron  shutters  be  added  to  the  outside.  The  commit- 
tee favor  the  idea  of  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Public  Library,  that  the  present  iron  shut 
ters  can  be  made  secure  against  fire  by  the  placing 


of  wet  blankets  or  sailcloth  between  the  shutters 
and  the  windows,  furnishing  a  safer  and  better  pro- 
tion  to  the  building  than  the  outside  row  of  iron 
shutters  would  be  without  the  wet  blankets  or 
cloths.  They  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  place  Hyatt  lights^with  raised  wire 
nettina,  to  protect  tlie  same,  upon  the  roof  of  the 
Public  Library  Building,  and  provide  the  central  lan- 
tern with  iron  shutters;  also  that  the  water  pipe  be 
extended  to  the  top  of  the  building  so  that  a  hand 
hose  can  be  attached;  also  to  provide  suitable  appa- 
ratus to  hoist  hose  to  the  roof  from  the  outstde  of 
the  building,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  seventy-five  hun- 
dred dollars;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Public  Buildidgs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caton,  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  vVard  6  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police  offi- 
cer, for  extra  services  performed,  amounting  to  !|!25, 
be  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
provided  it  is  approved  in  the  usual  manner. 
'  Mr.  Pickering — I  would  like,  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, to  have  the  rules  suspended,  that  the  order 
might  be  passed  tonight.  The  bill  is  for  extra  ser- 
vices for  transporting  the  mail  from  the  Post  Office 
to  the  City  Hall. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  presented  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  September  17,  1873,  for 
the  purchase  of  W.  R.  Clark  of  the  Fort  Hill  wharf 
estate,  so  called,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended 
so  as  to  allow  the  conveyance  of  said  estate  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  p^r 
cent,  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  $160,000  authorized  to  be  paid  by  said  order. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  would  state  that  the  party  who  holds 
the  mortgage  is  desirous  of  still  retaining  It  there, 
and  does  not  want  to  release  the  right.  It  runs  out 
in  May,  and  araws  seven  per  cent. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    29,    1 878. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  Jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Oc- 
tober term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court  for  Suf- 
folk County. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS   CONFIRMED. 

Constables — Dennis  J.  Gorman,  Elbridge  G.  Wallis. 

Special  Police  without  pay — Henry  A.  Davis. 

Undertakcr^William  R.  Whitney. 

Members  of  the  Fire  Department— William  Chap- 
man. Ciiarles  R.  Classes,  Henry  B,  Phillips,  Dennis 
McCarty,  William  J.  Large,  Edward  H.  Sawyer,  Eras- 
tus  E.  Jeffrey,  James  E.  Dooley,  William  G.  Whitney, 
John  H.  Marks,  Frederick  Hill,  Henry  M.  Dole, 
Thomas  F.  Lyons,  John  A.  Ryan,  Charles  A.  Ryams, 
Charles  E.  Ramsdell,  James  J.  Hughes,  Stephen  W. 
Fletcher,  Almou  H.  Bgerton,  George  F.  Marden. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  sewers  in  Crescent  ave- 
nue and  Carlton  street,  in  Bremen  street,  in  Barton 
street,  in  New  Heath  street,  in  Franklin,  Taylor  and 
Water  streets,  were  severally  considered,  and  there 
being  no  objection  offered,  the  petitions  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

To  the,  Committee  on  Claims.  Mary  O'Neil,  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  received  in  Essex  street 
on  December  8,  owing  to  defect  in  the  sidewalk,  by 
which  she  fell,  dislocated  her  hip  and  broke  her 
thigh  bone. 

To  the  Committee  on  Suney  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. Third  Religious  Society  of  Dorchester,  to  make 
a  wooden  addition  to  their  edifice  at  corner  of  Rich: 
mond  street  and  Dorchester  avenue. 

R.  T.  Paine,  for  change  in  the  building  ordinance. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Jacob  Morlock,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Longwood  avenue.  No.  74. 

Parker  Bryant,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  three 
horses  on  Duureath  place. 

George  Souther,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Dorchester  avenue,  No.  671. 

Cornelius  Regan,  to  occnpg  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Alger  street  near  Middle  street. 

Otis  S.  Pierce,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Auburn  street. 

George  E.  Willete,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Grant  street.  Ward  16. 

To  tne  Conm/mittee  on  County  Buildings.  Giles  H. 
Rich  and  other  members  of  the  bar.  for  a  new  court 
house  for  the  Southern  District,  representing  that  the 
present  location  of  the  court  room  is  entirely  out  of 
the  way,  inconvenient  to  reach  by  horse  cars,  as  well 
from  nearly  all  parts  of  the  district  as  the  city  prop- 
er, and  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  lawyers,  cli- 
ents and  the  public  generally.  They  desire  a  more 
central  and  convenient  location. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Stephen  M.  Allen  et 
al.  for  gas  lights  in  Beech  Glen  avenue. 

William  Gray,  Jr..  et  al,  that  Howard  avenue  and 
Hartford  street  be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  Collins,  to  be 
paid  for  damages  caused  by  change  of  grade  in  Paris 
street. 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  that  the  city 
construct  sidewalks  on  the  grounds  of  the  petition- 
ers. 

Timothy  J.  Dacey,  et  al.,  that  Charter  street,  from 
Hanover  street  to  Henchman  street,  be  paved  with 
wood. 

Joseph  Griffin,  et  al,  that  I  street,  from  Sixth  to 
Eighth  street,  be  paved  or  macadamized. 

Dudley  Pray,  et  al.,  that  Athens  street,  between  C 
and  D  streets,  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Frederick  J.  Strater,  that  the  city  adopt  his 
method  of  wood  pavement. 

E.  D.  Emerson,  et  al,,  for  a  sidewalk  frpm  Fifth 
street  to  the  Chapin  Schoolhouse. 

George  A.  Hebard,  et  al.,  that  Seventh  street  be 
graded  from  I  to  K  streets. 

Remonstrance  of  Henry  W.  Wilson,  «<  al.,  against 
proposed  change  of  name  of  Dorchester  street. 

lo  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Colonel  B.  F. 
Finan  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  for  an  appropriation 
for  fitting  up  regimental  headquarters. 


To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Abraham  S. 
Foss  et  uL,  for  change  in  conditions  of  sale  of  land  on 
Seaver  and  Sumner  streets. 

Totlie  Committee  on  Setvers.  Zelotes  Prince  etal., 
for  sewer  in  Paris  street,  from  Marion  to  Beniiington 
street. 

Leonard  Ware,  to  maintain  a  wooden  shed  in  rear 
of  Purchase  t-treet,  near  Oliver. 

.TAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of  Suf- 
folk County,  for  the  sum  of  $2086  30,  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  County  Jail  for  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, which  being  properly  audited,  were  ordered 
paid  by  the  City  Treasurer. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  Superinteiident  of  Sewers  submitted  a!?ses8- 
ments  for  the  con>'fii"iction  of  sewers  as  follows:  Sil- 
ver street,  between  A  and  B  streets,  total,  |88T  85:  to 
be  paid  by  individuals,  $665  89;  Bolton  street,  be- 
tween D  and  E  streets,  total,  $654  95;  to  be  paid 
by  individuals,  $491  21;  Tudor  street,  between  D 
andE  streets,  total,  $.585  45;  to  be  paid  by  individ- 
uals, $441  35.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

OVERSEERS   OF   THE   POOR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  announcing  the  fact  that  a  vacancy 
exists  in  that  board,  caused  by  t  e  decease  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Blasland,  whose  term  of  office  will  expire  in 
May,  18T5.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  with  directions  to  nominate  a  per- 
son to  fill  said  vacancy. 

The  communication,  which  is  addressed  to  his 
Honor  theMaoor,  and  is  signed  by  Hon.  F.  W.  Lin- 
coln, chairman  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
is  as  follows: 

"It  is  my  painful  duty  to  officially  inform  yon,  and 
through  you  the  City  Council,  that  a  vacancy  exists 
in  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  caused  by  the 
recent  decease  of  Dr.  Thomas  Blasland  of  South  Bos- 
ton. Mr.  Blasland  died  on  the  filth  instant,  at  his 
residence,  after  a  short  illness,  in  the  seventieth  year 
of  his  age.  He  early  in  life  came  to  Boston  to  learn 
the  rudiments  of  a  business  education.  On  main- 
taining his  majority  he  established  himself  in  his 
chosen  pursuit,  which  he  prosfcuted  with  honor  and 
success  until  his  deatb.  While  discharging  all  the 
obligations  which  apuertained  to  his  private  life 
and  profession,  he  also  met  those  of  a  more 
public  nature  which  appealed  directly  to  his  sympa- 
thies, particularly  those  which  aft'ected  the  welfare  of 
his  less-favored  fellow  beings.  He  was  for  seven 
years  one  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  Ward  12, 
under  the  old  organization,  and  about  the  same  num- 
ber of  years  a  member  of  the  present  Board.  He  was 
also  for  a  long  perioa  an  almoner  of  the  charities  of 
the  Howard  Benevolent  Society  and  other  kindred 
associations.  His  experience  and  counsel  were  of 
great  value  in  the  official  deliberations  of  this  Board, 
and  its  surviving  members  mourn  in  his  death  the 
loss  of  an  esteemed  friend  and  associate  as  well  as  a 
faithful  public  servant." 

UNFINISHED     BUSINESS. 

Order  to  continue  the  name  of  "Franklin  street" 
through  Sturgis  street,  and  to  renumber  said  street. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pave  Condor  street,  from  Burks  to  Glen- 
don  street,  at  a  cost  of  $2500.     Passed. 

Order  to  pave  a  portion  of  Warren  street,  from 
Dudley  to  Washington  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  grade  Egleeton  square, 
at  a  cost  of  $4000.    Passed. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action; 

Petition  of  Joshua  Pitman  was  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  allow  the  use  of  the  old 
Franklin  Schoolhouse  by  the  Baptist  Church  Exten- 
sion Society  on  Sundays.    Accepted. 

Order  to  pay  bill  ($25)  of  John  L.  Cook,  a  police 
officer,  for  extra  services.    Passed. 

Order  to  amend  the  order  to  purchase  estate  of 
William  R.  Clark,  on  Fort-Hill  wharf,  so  as  to  per- 
mit the  conveyance  of  said  property  to  the  city,  sub- 
ject to  a  mortgage  of  $50,000  at  seven  per  cent,  in- 
terest.   Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  with 
order  to  make  suitable  provisions  for  the  effectual 
preservation  of  the  Public  Library  building  from  fire, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $7500.  Report  accepted  and 
order  passed. 

The  following  orders  were  passed,  in  concurrence — 
yeas  11,  nays  0: 

To  allow  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  D,  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  at  1806  Washington  street, 
$1200  per  annum. 
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To  allow  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  I,  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  in^Auierican  Hall,  Ward  16, 
$575  per  annum. 

To  allow  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  I,   Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  at  544  Washington  srreet,  $1200  . 
per  annum. 

The  order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners, 
with  the  Committee  on  Streets,  to  confer  with  the 
owners  of  unfUled  lands  and  flats  betwee..  Beacon 
street.  Western  avenue,  Longwood  avenue,  and  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  and  prep.iie  a  plan 
for  laying  out  streets  and  avenues  Over  said  district, 
came  up  with  an  amendment  to  include  also  "the 
btreets  and  avenues  between  South  Boston,  Savin 
Hill  and  Dorchester  avenue.'"  The  amendment  was 
concurred  in  and  the  order  as  amended  passed. 

REPORTS   op  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mrs.  S.  T.  G. 
Webber  for  damages  for  injuries  to  her  house  in 
Hayward  place,  caused  by  the  removal  of  a  danger- 
ous wall  after  the  fire  of  May  30,  1873,  made  a  report 
recommending  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 

Alderman  Bmery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Stanley,  Gore  &  Co.,  Cum- 
mings  &  Carlisle  and  Edward  P.  Meany.  submitted 
reports  recommending  the  passage^of  the  accom- 
panying orders: 

Ordered,  That,  permission  be  granted  to  Stanley, 
Gore  &  Co.  to  alter  certain  buildings  now  standing  ou 
that  portion  of  the  hospital  wharf  leased  by  the  city 
to  them  Sept.  1,  1873,  foj-  dwellings  and  storage  pur- 
poses, provided  the  same  is  done  under  the  direction 
and  supervision  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  city,  to 
execute  and  deliver  to  Nathaniel  Cnmraings  and  Ira 
B.  Carlisle  an  instrument  to  release  the  land  owned 
by  them  on  Albany  street,  corner  of  Sharon  street,  of 
so  much  of  the  fourth  condition  expressed  in  the  deed 
from  the  city  to  them  of  said  land,  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  Ilti3,  fol.  1.53,  a.s  shall  be  necessa- 
ry to  permit  the  use  by  them  of  the  bisement  of  the 
building  now  on  said  land,  for  blacksmith  and  ma- 
chine-shop purposes,  all  the  conditions  in  said  deed 
otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 

Ordered,  That  Edward  F.  Meany  be  permitted  to 
erect  a  temporary  wooden  shed  upon  a  lot  of  laud 
purchased  by  him  of  the  city  June  1,  1808,  on  Ware- 
ham  street,  provided  the  same  is  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  and  upon 
condition  that  the  same  shall  be  removed  whenever 
directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  or  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  for  the  time  being  of  the  city  of 
Boston. 

The  reports  wei'e  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  submitted  a  report  stating  that  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $3000  is  needed  to  procure  the 
heating  apparatus  for  the  engine  house  in  Ward  14, 
and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  an  order  appro- 
priating" $3000  for  that  puipose;  also,  an  order  author- 
izing the  Auditor  to  transfer  that  amount  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  to  the  account  for  an  engine  house  m 
Ward  14. 

The  orders  were  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets, submitted  a  report  representing  that  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  five  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  will  he  required  to  cover  the  expenses  of  their 
department  during  the  present  financial  year.  Since 
the  estimates  were  made,  the  market  accommoda- 
tions have  been  enlarged  by  obtaining  the  use  of  the 
lands  owned  by  the  proprietors  of  India  wharf,  be- 
tween India  street  and  \tlantic  avenue,  until  May  1, 
1875.  The  city  is  allowed  to  occupy  the  lands  to  that 
date  free  of  rent:  but  some  expense  has  been  in- 
curred in  preparing  them  for  occupation,  and  this 
necessitates  the  present  application  for  an  additional 
appropriation.  The  occupants  of  stands  on  these 
new  market  grounds  have  already  paid  into  the  city 
treasury  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  which  is 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  All  receipts 
in  excess  of  this  first  expense  of  putting  the  grounds 
in  order  will  represent    a    clear    profit  to   the  city. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenses  to 
date:  Salaries  of  Superintendent,  $1250;  Deputy-Su- 
perintendent, $750;  Weigher,  $:360;  Watchman,  $;3046; 
Furniture,  etc.,  $95  24;  gas,  $273  37;  repairs  on 
stoves,  .f  8  37:  electric  bells  and  small  items,  $112; 
expenses  of  committee,  $39  20;  India-street  market, 
filling,  teaming,  lumber  and  carpenter's  work, 
$5006  5;B.  Total'  expenditure,  $9940  71.  General  ap- 
propriation, $10,000;   expended,  $9940  71 ;    remaining 


on  hand,  $59  29.  The  committee  recommend  the  pa® 
saae  of  ihe  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  the  sum  of  five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Markets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown,  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— 
yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  nominations  o1  constables 
made  by  His  honor  the  Mayor,  reported  a  list  of 
names  which  they  recommend  for  confirmation.  [The 
list  includes  all  published  in  the  report  of  the  last 
meeting  except  tne  names  of  Henry  M.  Hunter  and 
George  H.  Phillips.]  The  report  was  accepted  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 

Alderman  Hulbert,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  to  whom  were  referred  com- 
munications from  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Port 
Physician,  relative  to  the  salary  of  the  latter,  made  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  salary 
of  the  assistant  resident  physician  to  the  institutions 
at  Deer  Island  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  six  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April  A.  D.  1873,  said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the 
amount  paid  to  the  present  assistant  for  his  services 
as  port  physician  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Institutions. 

Report  accepted  and  order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  as  follows:  G.  E.  W.  Reed, 
$5313.  on  account  of  widening  of  Warren  street; 
Ann  J.  Phillips,  $S67,  on  account  of  widening 
Stoughton  street;  George  Lawton,  $11,110,  on  ac- 
count of  widening  Federal  street;  David  Snow, 
$80,.5:35.  on  account  of  widening  Broad  street;  Levi 
L.  Tower,  $16,052,  on  account  of  widening  Milk 
street.     Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  following 
applications:  American  Roofing  Company,  W.  De 
Blois.  S.  Field,  W.  Linton  and  W.  E.  S.  Carter,  for 
transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  James  A.  Berry,  for  car- 
riage stand  at  6  Somerset  street;  Warren  Kent,  for 
victualler's  license  at  876  Washington  street;  JacoD 
F.  Katzman,  for  hack  stand  at  1493  Tremont  street; 
Wilbur  &  Locke,  to  run  two  hacks  at  stable  336 
Fourth  street;  George  F.  Bonney  &  Co..  for  transfer 
of  hack  license  to  Albert  F.  Giles;  E.  J.  Sullivan,  to 
keep  a  bowling  alley  at  291  Dorchester  street;  Joseph 
Roberts,  to  keep  a  billiard  hall  at  123  North  street; 
Bernard  McAleer,  144  Prince  street,  S.  B.  Holman, 
Somerset  near  Beacon  street,  Kelham.  Fitz  &  Co., 
159  Friend  street.  H.  B.  Austin,  26  Causeway  street; 
B.  F.  Gerry,  154  Northampton  street,  for  wagon  li- 
censes; John  E.  Kenney,  to  deal  in  second-hand  ar- 
ticles at  528  Washington  street;  A.  O.  Brewster,  et  al., 
to  use  Faneuil  Hall  for  a  political  meeting  on  Octo- 
ber 8;  C.  Conlon,  26  Fulton  street,  and  A.  J.  Breed, 
Park  square,  for  hack  license;  M.  T.  Skiff,  to  exhibit 
Mirror  of  Ireland  at  Wait's  Hall,  October  6.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  order  relating  to  the  use  of 
hoisting  beams  in  the  streets,  reported  that  it  is  not 
expedient  to  prohibit  entirely  the  use  of  hoisting 
beams,  but  that  the  use  should  be  regulated  by  such 
restrictions  and  limitations  as  the  public  safety  may 
require,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  Common- 
wealth, set  forth  on  page  614  of  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances. The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  notify  all  persons  using  hoisting 
beams  in  the  streets  of  this  city  to  discontinue  such 
use  until  duly  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  order  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on  Dale 
street,  between  Shawmut  avenue  and  Warren  street; 
to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  I  street,  between  Sixth  and 
Seventh  streets,  and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the  ex- 
pense to  this  Board.   Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  an  order  directing  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  notify  the  owners  and  abutters  ou  Colum- 
bus avenue,  between  Providence  street  and  Park 
square,  to  remove  all  obstructions  in  front  of  their 
estates  within  ten  days.    Passed. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  who  were  instructed  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  empowering  the  Mayor  to  execute 
all  legal  documents  necessary  to  reconvey  to  parties 
entitled  to  redeem  the  same,  estates  sold  and  bid  in 
by  the  city  for  non-payment  of  taxes  or  assessments, 
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made  a  report  recommending  the  pastsage  of  the  ac- 
companying ordinance: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Sertion  1.  Whenever  any  person  having  lawful 
authority  to  redeem  an  estate  sold  for  non-payment 
of  taxes  or  assessments,  and  purchased  by  the  city, 
shall  make  application  to  the  Mayor  for  such  pur- 
pose, the  Mayor  shall  have  power,  on  the  payment  of 
the  sum.  of  money  due  on  said  estate,  made  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  city,  to  execute  in  behalf  of  the  city 
any  and  all  deeds  or  other  legal  instruments  of  re- 
lease or  quitclaim  that  may  be  necessary  to  invest 
such  person  with  the  city's  title  to  said  estate. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance  read 
twice  and  passed,  after  an  explanation  from  Alder 
man  Quincy  that  parties  are  now  waiting  to  have  an 
estate  conveyed  to  them. 

Alderman  C^uincy,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J. 
H.  Hathorne  relative  to  the  removal  of  manure  from 
stables,  made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  ordinance: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  sixtieth  section  of  the  ordinance  re- 
lating to  the  public  health,  passed  December  3.  1872, 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following  words: 
"Without  a  written  permit  from  the  Board  of 
Health." 

Section  2.  The  sixty-first  section  of  said  ordinance 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following  words: 
"Without  a  written  permit  from  the  Board  of 
Health." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance  was 
read  once  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
mada  a  report,  confirming  the  assessments  made  for 
sewers  in  Dudley,  Dennis  and  Stafford  streets,  and 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  for  collection. 
Report  accepted  and  order  read  once. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported orders  rescinding  the  order  of  January  2, 1872, 
whereby  an  assessment  for  sewers  in  Longwood  and 
Bellevue  streets  was  confirmed,  and  ordering  the 
collection  of  assessments  (appended  in  a  schedule) 
for  sewers  in  Longwood  and  Bellevue  streets,  and 
Longwood  and  Brookhne  avenues,  submitted  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Total  cost,  ,$7848  19;  to 
be  paid  by  individuals,  $.5886  14.  Severally  read 
once.    Alderman  Power  offered  the  following:— 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22  27  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  of  A.  J.  Patterson  for  a  sewer  in 
Forest  street.      Read  once. 

Alaerman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Clifton,  Albion  and  Hudson  streets,  and  in  Cottage 
street  between  Clifton  and  Stougbton  streets,  and 
in  Moreland  street  two  huudred  feet  east  of  Cleve- 
land street.     Report  accepted  and  orders  passed. 

ORDERS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 
Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  A.  B.  Bancroft. 
William  Somes  &  Co.  and  Oliver  Bennett,  that  por- 
tions of  their  respective  houses  on  Marcella  street 
project  beyond  the  line  of  said  street,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  have  said  portions  of  said  houses  cut 
off  or  set  back  to  the  line  of  said  street. 

Oidered,  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Wal- 
worth Manufacturing  Company  to  lay  steam  pipes 
under  and  across  Franklin  and  Hawley  streets  upon 
condition  that  said  Walworth  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in 
writing  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  holding  the 
city  harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  on  account  of  or  in  any  growing 
out  of  the  laying  and  maintaining  of  said  pipes  in 
said  streets;  also  upon  condition  that  said  Walworth 
Manufaci;uring  Company  shall  remove  said  pipes 
when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  heretofore  appropriated  for  repav- 
ing  Dover-street  Bridge,  a  further  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  be  appropriated  for  that  object;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

RBVISIO>f   OF   THE   CITY  CHARTER. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Ordinances,  submitted  the  majority  and  minority 
reports  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  revi- 
sion of  the  City  Charter.  On  his  motion  they  were 
laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Majority  liepcyi't.  A  greater  and  more  im])ortant 
increase  in  area  and  population  than  any  which  our 
city  has  yet  experienced  would  seem  to  be  undenia- 
bly imminent,  and  his  Honor's  recommendation  in 
substance  is  that  the  machinery  of  our  Municipal 
Government  be  subjected  to  a  searching  examination 


by  those  whose  ability  and  experience  best  fit  them 
for  the  task,  with  a  view  of  deciding  vvhere  the  in- 
creasing strain  will  probably  be  felt,  and  of  suggest- 
ing what,  if  any,  changes  or  modifications  will  best 
enable  the  same  to  be  successfully  borne.  T  he  re- 
port, embodying  such  suggestions,  this  C(mimittee 
understands  to  he  placed  before  the  City  Council  for 
exactly  such  acticjn  or  non-action  thereon,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  as  we  or  our  successors  may  think  fit  to 
take.  We  can  deal  wi'h  the  same  at  our  leisure  and 
in  detail,  either  directly  or  by  committees,  standing 
or  special,  as  we  may  decide;  we  Can  reject  every- 
thing that  fails  to  commend  itself  to  our  judgment, 
and  no  man  can  say  us  nay. 

Why  should  we  object  to  re"eive  counsel  from  the 
greatest  ability  and  experience  which  our  city  con- 
tains, reserving  the  right  to  follow  just  so  miuh  as 
seems  good  in  our  eyes?  One  arL'ument  against  so 
doing  may  be  stated  thus:  Why  commit  to  outsiders 
the  task  of  examining  the  working  of  the  mai  hiuery 
of  Municipal  Government,  of  pointing  out  defects 
and  suggesting,  present  and  prospective  changes, 
while  we,  members  of  that  Government,  by  reason  of 
our  longer  or  shorter  experience  therein,  can  better 
perceive  such  defecis  or  shortconiings,  present  or 
prospective,  and  better  judge  of  the  nature  of  the 
remedy  which  should  be  applied?  Why,  inceed,  if 
this  were  so?  But  the  committee  cannot  agrei  to  the 
position.  They  cannot  agree  to  that,  because  :is  we 
happen  at  this  moment  to  be  of  the  City  Government 
we  are  necessarily  better  judges  of  its  merits  and  its 
failures;  that  we  necessarily  know  better  where  the 
shoe  pinches  than  any  persons  of  whatever  previous 
experience  or  acknowledged  ability,  who  are  now 
living  under  it. 

They  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  municipal 
shoe  often  pinches  where  City  ilall  feels  it  least  of  all, 
and  that  past  improvements  have  been  and  future 
ones  will  be  suggested  by  exactly  that  class  of  out- 
siders from  whom  will  be  selected  the  persons  of 
whom  we  now  propose  to  ask  advice.  These  com- 
missioners must  serve,  as  did  those  on  annexation, 
whose  valuable  report  now  lies  before  ue,  without 
compensation,  and  the  expense  «ill  be,  so  far  as  we 
can  see,  comprised  in  the  items  of  clerk  hire  and  sta- 
tionery. It  is  said,  however,  in  substance,  that  the 
machine  has  run  pretty  well  so  far;  let  us  wait  until 
something  goes  wrong  and  then  we  can  judge  of  the 
remedy  and  apply  it.  But  an  engineer,  who  acted 
on  this  principle  instead  of  examining  to  see  where 
the  increasing  strain  has  been  felt,  and  devising 
means  to  meet  it  beforehand,  would  be  clearly  unfit 
for  his  position.  That  "an  ounce  of  prevention  is 
better  than  a  pound  of  cure'  is  a  homely  maxim. 
To  assume  that  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  making  un- 
called-for changes,  and  of  abandoning  known  and 
tried  systems  which  have  worked  well,  on  a  mere 
suspicion  of  future  inadequacy,  seems  to  the  com- 
mittee something  like  self-stultification. 

Common  sense  would  surely  teach  us  to  reject  such 
advice  by  whomsoever  offered.  If  we  have  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  outgrown  our  city  charter,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  it  is  to  be  discarded  in  its  entire- 
ty, like  a  garment,  for  the  adoption  of  some>^hing 
strange  and  unknown  in  its  stead.  The  commission- 
ers, if  men  o*  sense,  will  recommend  as  few  changes 
as  possible,  -"onsistently  with  as  good  government 
for  the  Boston  of  the  future  as  has  been  enjoved  by 
the  Boston  of  the  past;  and  if  not  men  of  sense,  tae 
committee  have  little  fear  that  their  recommenda- 
tions will  be  adopted.  Nor  can  the  committee  agree 
that  by  the  appointment  of  this  commission  we  are 
in  any  sense  avoiding  our  own  work  It  is  one  thing 
to  think  and  transfer  to  others  labor  which  our  con- 
stituents expect  us  to  perform  in  consideration  of 
the  honor  of  the  offices  which  we  hold;  it  is  another 
thing  to  accept  counsel  and  assistance  from  the  high- 
est sources,  to  aid,  not  to  supplant,  our  own  judg- 
ment in  important  alterations  in  our  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  committee  is  willing  that  the  public 
should  decide  as  to  the  purpose  of  this  order.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  order  contemplates  an  ex- 
amination of  the  city  charter  and  subsequent  legisla- 
tion. 

Perhaps  some  members  of  the  Government  do  not 
realize  hov;  much  of  this  there  is  and  how  difficult  it 
Is  at  the  present  day  to  decide,  without  going  to  a 
lawyer,  in  what  state  the  actual  powers  and  functions 
of  various  bodies  or  othcials  really  are  left  by  the  ef- 
fect of  such  subsequent  legislation  and  judicial  de- 
cisions bearing  thereon.  Some  powers  are  given 
directly,  as  the  Mayor's  power  to  remove  policemen; 
some  are  decided  to  exist  by  implication,  as  has  been 
a  like  power  of  removing  firemen.  The  question  of 
how  much  power  remains  to  the  Aldermen  as  Sur- 
veyors of  Highways  since  the  act  appointing  the 
Street  Commissioners,  is  one  which  we  must  ask  a 
lawyer  to  answer.    And  so,  in  regard  to   such  other 
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legisliirion  which  has  been  obtained  ar  The  State 
House  from  time  to  time  by  various  j)arties  in  pur- 
suit of  no  settled  policy,  but  just  as  ihe  desirability 
of  this  or  that  change  happened  to  .'-trike  dift'erent 
persons.  Somatlmes  the  change  has  been  petitioned 
for  by  the  City  Council;  sometimes  by  iuriividuals; 
sometimes,  as  happened  last,  winter  in  rdatinn  to 
Sewer  and  Paving  committees,  by  members  of  the 
Legislature  itself.  Sometimes  petitioners  huve  ob- 
tained what  they  asked  for,  and  that  of  w  hich  they 
may  be  supposed. to  know  the  effect;  siui  etimes,  m 
the  wisdom  of  the  S'ate  House,  something  very  dif- 
ferent which  may  act  in  an  unexpected  direction, 
and  on  which  lawyers  must  again  be  consulted. 

Now  the  committee  submit  that  if  these  commis- 
sioners suggest  no  change  which  we  decide  to  adopt, 
vet  if  a  result  of  their  examiuai  ion  of  this  mass  of 
legislation  shall  be  its  codification  into  one  instru- 
ment, which  shall  show  under  appropriate  heads  the 
various  powers  and  functions  of  the  Government 
under  existing  laws  and  decisions,  they  will  have 
given  us  something  worth  many  hundred  times  the 
money  which  we  propose  to  expend.  But  is  it  true 
that  no  existing  defects  and  probable  remedies  have 
been  suggested  for  this  commission  to  cimsider?  It 
seems  to  the  majority  of  your  committee  that  from 
time  to  time  then'  have  bren  a  good  many.  In  the 
first  place  rhe  subject  of  longer  terms  of'  ofKce  has 
been  before  the  Council  within  the  last  dozen  years. 
In  181)0,  '62,  (14  and  '65  joint  special  committees  re- 
ported strongly  in  favor  of  an  increase  in  the  tenure 
of  office  for  hofU  branches  and  for  the  Mayor. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  same  suliject  in 
18f)8  tell  us  rhat  tlu-se  recommendations  failed,  not 
from  objection  to  the  increased  terms,  but  from  dis- 
agreement upon  minor  points,  which  delayed  maffers 
until  the  Legislature  adjourned,  and  it  seems  that 
their  own  report,  which  embodied  the  same  and  other 
important  alterations  in  the  charter,  met  a  similar 
fate.  The  order  was  passed  and  the  petition  duly 
presented,  but,  owiag  to  the  illness  of  a  Senator,  it 
was  pigeon-holed  until  too  late  for  action,  and  went 
over.  Another  subject  is  that  of  a  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works.  Whether,  when  the  anticipated  in- 
crease of  area  and  population  comes  upon  us,  we 
shall  be  able  to  undertake  the  increased  labor  with- 
out the  assistance  of  some  such  body. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  also  strongly  expressed 
his  opinion  that  the  incumbent  of  his  office  should  be 
in  some  manner  relieved  from  the  duty  of  making 
the  police  appointments,  which  now  occupies  by  far 
ar.  undue  portion  of  his  time  Then,  again,  it  has 
been  questioned  whether  it  would  not  be  an  advan- 
tage to  still  further  separate  the  functions  of  the 
Mayor  attd  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  abandoning  the 
analogy  of  town  governments,  and  following  out  that 
of  larger  bodies  politic,  where  the  executive  has  no 
place  in  the  legislative  branch,  and  committees 
are  appointed  by  the  presiding  ofHcers  whom 
the    legislators     elect     from    their     own     number. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  points  on  which  it  seems  to 
the  majority  of  the  committee  that  the  opinion  and 
sugeestions  of  such  a  commission  as  is  proposed 
would  be  of  value  to  us,  and  we  thiuk  the  public 
will  understand  why  it  is  that,  in  such  important 
matters,  we  do  not  disdain  asking  advice  and  counsel 
to  aid  in  guiding  and  forming  our  own  judgment. 
The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order.    For  the  committee. 

Samuel  M.  Quinct.  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  commission,  consisting  of  five  persons, 
to  examine  the  act  incorporating  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  all  other  general  or  special  statutes  now  in  force 
concerning  the  government  of  the  city,  and  report  to 
the  City  Council  what,  if  any,  changes  are  or  will  be- 
come necessary  or  expedient,  in  view  or  the  pro- 
spective increase  in  the  area  and  population  of  the 
city;  the  expense  attending  such  examination  and 
report  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Inci- 
dentals. 

Minority  Rejmi.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  the 
committee  should  report  in  favor  of  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  to  revise  the  charter  written  by  the 
late  Chief-Justice  Shaw,  and  under  whose  provisions 
the  city  has  grown  and  prospereu,  without  being  in- 
formed in  what  respect  it  is  deficient,  in  what  respect 
it  has  "outgrown  its  proportions,"  and  in  what  re- 
spect it  "must  soon  fail  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
our  rapidly  increasing  population  and  multiplying 
interests."  There  should  appear  some  good  reason 
and  some  loud  call  for  so  important  a  measure.  The 
committee  not  being  able  to  discover  any  such  rea- 
sons, and  anxious  to  give  full  consideration  to  the 
subject,  and  desiring  to  accede  to  the  suggestion  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  wailed  upon  him  by  a  sub- 
committee. 


His  Honor,  however,  was  pleased  to  inform  the 
committee  that  there  was  no  particular  feature  of 
the  charter  which  had  occurred  to  him  as  requiring 
chansre,  but  that  it  had  occurred  to  him  that,  per- 
haps, owing  to  the  increasing  size  of  the  city,  it 
might  be  well  to  revise  the  charter.  The  Mayor  had 
another  interview  with  the  cominirree,  but  though  in- 
formed of  the  desire  (if  the  eommittre.  cari  fully  to 
consider  any  reason  in  favor  of  the  mca-nre  which 
he  could  suggest,  the  committee  \\t:\ki  not  favored 
with  any  recommendation.  The  qtiestiou  then  is. 
Shall  we  send  to  comi-nissicmers,  for  revision,  our 
charter  of  which  we  have  been  so  justly  prcuid. 
without  having  discovered  in  it  any  imperfections  or 
defects:'  Is  it  worth  while  to  move  at  all  without 
having  some  reason  therefor? 

The  charter  maiies  the  inhabitants  a  corporation 
and  defines  its  powers.  Its  Government  is  made  to 
consist  of  a  Mayor,  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Com- 
mon Council.  The  charter  provides  for  their  election. 
It  also  provides  proceedings  in  case  there  is  no  choice 
at  elections,  and  for  the  filling  of  vacancies.'  It  also 
provides  for  the  election  of  a  City  Clerk,  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  for  the  choice  of,  its  presiding 
officers.  It  provides  for  the  election  of  ward  officers, 
the  choice  of  assessors,  the  collection  of  taxes,  a 
IBoard  of  He?lth,  Surveyor  of  Highways,  a  City 
Treasurer.  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  a  Sciiool  Com- 
mittee. Nearlvall  the  other  provisions  of  law  affect- 
ing the  city  and  the  powers  of  its  officers  are  contain- 
ed in  general  statutes,  most  of  which  are  applicable 
to  all  the  oitiss  of  the  Commonwealth, 

The  charter  contains  little  else  than  the  requisite 
provisions  for  the  working  of  the  corporations. 
Those  provisions  are  as  applicable  to  the  city  of  300.- 
000  inhabitants  as  to  a  city  of  30,000,  The  under- 
signed do  not  see  how  it  has  outgrown  m  how  i:  can 
outgrow  its  proportions.  It  is  a  form  of  government 
well  suited  to  municipal  corporations  of  great  size, 
and  was  expressly  adopted  for  that  reason.  Without 
the  suttgesfion  of  weighty  reason  therefor,  the  under- 
signed cannot  agree  with  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  revise  the  city  charter. 

L.  R.  Cutter, 
Ben.jamin  Dean, 
T.  J.  Dacey. 

HOME   FOE  THE   POOR. 

On  motion  of  .\lderman  Power,  the  reports  of  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions  on  purchase  of  a  site 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  (City  Doc.  No.  108)  were 
taken  from  the  fable;  the  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Power  to  adopt  the  report 
recommending  the  purchase  of  the  Austin  farm. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  this  matter  is  so  well 
understood  by  the  members  of  this  Board  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  waste  any  time  in  the  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  Auitin  farm.  All  the  gentlemen 
have  visited  the  place,  and  have  made  up  their  minds, 
so  that  I  suppose  any  remarks  of  mine  would  be 
superfluous. 

Alderman  Hulbert— ."Vs  one  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  committed  the  duty  of  making  the  inves- 
tigation and  reporting  to  this  Board  a  suitable  site  for 
a  Home  for  the  Poor,  I  would  say  that  the  bulk  of  the 
examination  of  the  various  estates  which  were 
brought  before  this  committee  were  made  in  my  ab- 
sence in  Europe.  On  my  return  I  fouiad  that  the 
committee  had  narrowed  the  matter  so  that  their 
decision  lay  between  two  sites  and  as  an  act  of  courte- 
sy they  held  the  matrer  in  abeyance  and  requested 
me  to  make  an  examinaticm  of  both  sites,  that  I 
might  come  to  a  conclusion  in  order  to  act  with  them 
in  the  final  decision.  I  did  so,  and  as  I  am  opposed 
to  the  adoption  of  the  site  recommended  by  the  por- 
tion of  the  committee  whom  the  Alderman  who  has 
just  spoken  represents,  I  will  briefly  state  my 
reasons  for  my  opposition  to  Ethe  Austin  farm.  In 
the  first  place,  I  think  we  ought  to  consider 
what  the  city  wants.  I  suppose  that  most  of  the 
members  of  tlie  Board,  who  have  taken  the  pains  to 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  condition  of 
affairs  at  Deer  Island,  can  hardly  feel  otherwise  than 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  make  provision  somewhere  and 
in  some  way  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  poor 
and  for  the  neglected  children.  As  we  are  all  aware, 
they  are  now  placed  on  the  same  island  and  come  In 
contact  with  the  criminal  classes,  which  is  certainly 
not  proper.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  called  attention  to 
this  in  his  inaugural  address,  and  I  think  it  merits 
prompt  acti(m.  We  mav  as  well  understand  that 
while  the  poor  have  been  provided  for  at  Deer  Island 
it  has  been  done  at  a  minimum  expense  to  the  city. 
The  ati,ractioHs  at  Deer  Island  were  so  limited  that 
no  one  would  go  there  unless  the  urgcnc.y  was  ex- 
treme. In  making  provision  elsewhere  I  look  for 
a  very  material  increase  in  expenditures  in 
taking    care    of    the    poor.       For  when  we  come 
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on  to  main  land,  erect  new  buildiusis  and  i-eparjite  the 
pool' from  tlic  ciiniiiial  clasbcs,  and  make  t hi.- home 
comfortab'e  and  ca.-y  of  access,  [  have  no  donbi,  the 
patronage  of  thi'  iii.-tirution  will  lie  largely  increased; 
and  the  nnmber  of  ihe  poor  will  never  again  be  so 
small  as  It  is  no. >,  TUerefore  we  ought  to  Icx.k  to 
see  what  is  best  fur  th.:  city.  [  suppose  the  let;iti- 
uiate  name  for  iiiis  ought  lo  be  aliijshouse.  It  may 
grate  harshly  on  the  ear,  bnt  I  think  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  people  vvhom  we  send  there 
from  1  he  city  would  make  the  name  appear  not.  in- 
apprnpiiate.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  idea  more  or 
Jets-prevalent  is  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  siiuatiou. 
It  is  contemplated  to  erect  a  large  and  elaborately 
appointed  building  at  an  expense  of  hundrrds  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  and  the  matter  of  sire,  an 
elevated  position,  a  tine  view,  are  all  in  the  inimis  of 
the  members  of  the  City  Government,  as  I  have  heard 
them  expressed,  and  seem  to  be  uppermost. 
The  same  pains  are  to  be  taken  as  if  we 
were  to  erect  a  fine  public  building  for 
a  university.  I  think  we  should  have  a  site  tnat  is 
healthful  and  elevated,  with  proper  drainage  and 
good  exposure  as  a  sanitary  measure.  I  would  make 
health  an  element  of  importance.  I  think  it  is  very 
important  that  to  be  supported  there  will  be 
at  least  five  or  six  hundred  and  perhaps  seven 
■ov  eight  hundred.  The  supplies  must  go  there 
from  ihe  city,  and  of  course  the  transportation  is  a 
very  heavy  item.  It  is  essential  to  secure  the  cheap- 
est transportation  from  the  city  proper.  Then  it  is 
very  important  that  the  means  of  visitation  from  the 
city  and  the  means  of  communication  be  easy  and 
rapid,  and  the  accessibility  should  be  good.  These 
.are  considerations  more  essential  than  whether  the 
inmates  can  have  a  fine  view.  The  conven'ence  of 
the  city  othcials  and  the  expense  that  the  city  is  to 
be  put  to  should  be  considered.  Then  I  don't  be- 
lieve there  is  any  necessity  for  getting  a  very 
■large  amount  of  land.  I  think  thirty  acres 
would  be  abundant,  sufficient  for  every  purpose. 
When  you  get  more  land  than  is  required  it  only  be- 
comes a  matter  of  annual  expense  for  its  care  and 
embellishment.  My  objection  to  the  Austin  farm, 
in  the  first  place,  is  this:  The  quantity  of  land  that 
it  is  proposed  to  purchase  is  more  than  is  required — 
it  being  some  fifty  acres,  and  one  quarter  of  it,  at 
least,  is  low,  wet  meadow  land, — they  call  it  meadow, 
but  only  rank  grass  can  be  raised  upon  it.  It  is  a  low 
wet  spot  that  cannot  be  drained,  or  never  has  been. 
If  the  city  is  to  purchase  this  whole  estate  of  fifty 
acres,  this  twelve  or  fourteen  acres  is  only  available 
by  being  filled  up  at  an  enormous  expense;  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road  is  a  deep.  Avet  morass,  un- 
.available  and  undrainable.  I  hold  that  for  the  reason 
of  health  alone  this  site  is  not  suitable.  In  the  sec- 
ond place,  the  expense  of  the  land  is  exorbitant. 
The  property  as  it  stands  is  worth  no  such  price  in 
my  opinion.  I  can  say  here  that  a  man  on  the  same 
street,  and  very  near  this  estate,  owns  an  estate 
which  can  be  bought  at  less  than  three  cents  a  foot, 
^and  I  feel  warranted  in,saying  that  the  price  proposed 
to  be  paid  for  this  one  is  exorbitant,  and  we  will  not 
be  warranted  in  paying  for  it.  Furthermore,  if  the 
city  wishes  to  go  in  that  direction~I  will  allow  that 
West  Roxbury  will  be  annexed — for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor,  there  are  localities  more  accessible  thitn  the 
Austin  farm,  situated  upon  or  so  near  the  railway  as 
to  have  all  the  facilities  of  transportation,  which  can 
be  reached  in  less  time  than  this,  the  nearest  station 
to  which  is  little  less  than  a  mile,  as  I  reasonably  be- 
lieve. There  are  sites  equally  desirable  for  location, 
far  better  in  point  of  accessibility,  which  can  be 
reached  in  much  less  time  from  City  Hall  and  which 
can  be  had  for  a  price  much  less  than  is  asked  for 
this.  Setting  aside  the  preference  I  may  feel  for  oth- 
er sites,  I  fail  to  see  that  the  City  Government  is 
warranted  in  going  so  far  away  from  facilities  for 
access  and  in  paying  double,  while  another  can 
be  had  for  so  much  less  a  price.  Therefore  I 
say  we  are  not  warranted  in  incurring  any 
euch  expense.  I  think  we  ought  to  guard, 
never  more  than  now,  against  the  tendency 
which  I  think  members  of  this  Board  will  unite  with 
me  in  saying,  prevails  in  this  city  at  the  present  time. 
I  mean  in  the  matter  of  expenditure.  I  think  we 
are  going  beyond  what  is  a  liberal  expenditure  in  our 
public  buildings.  I  think  we  are  getting  beyond  the 
liberal  into  the  extravagant.  The  talk  I  have  heard 
in  reference  to  this  Home  for  the  Poor,  of  an  expense 
of  a  million  of  dollars  to  be  incurred,  is  too  extrava- 
gant. What  we  want  is  a  building  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  an  almshouse,  where  all  the  inmates  can 
be  made  comfortable.  But  I  do  protest  against  the 
erection  of  a  building  that  shall  be  palatial  and  bet- 
ter than  one-third  of  our  population  live  in.  Who- 
ever has  charge  of  this  building  will  have  his  hands 
full  not  to  overload  the  city  with  an  enormous  ex- 
pense.   I  see  no  reason   for  making   this   &  most  at- 


tractive spor.  or  making  attractiveness  the  chief 
element  in  the  selection  of  a  site.  Further- 
more I  kiiow  there  has  been  a  great  pres- 
sure brought  lo  bear  in  reference  to  having  this 
place  taken  l)y  the  city.  Last  winter  there  were  in- 
timations that  the  owner  rather  more  than  hoped 
that  the  city  would  take  this  property  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  have  iio  doubt  it  would  be  a  great  disap- 
pointment to  the  owners  if  the  city  does  n't  take  it. 
I  don't  think  that  comes  in  as  an  element  here  why 
we  should  make  the  purchase.  Therefore,  as  a 
member  of  the  committee,  I  am  opposed  to  the  pur- 
chase of  this  Austin  farm,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
named,  and  furthermore,  believing  that  there  is  not 
one  valid  r.  a -on  why  we  should  make  the  purchase 
of  that  estate.  For  the  present  I  will  say  nothing  of 
the  other  estate. 

Alderman  I'ower — I  did  n't  suppose  it  was  neces- 
sary to  discuss  tlie  merits  of  either  place,  supposing 
that  gentlemen,  having  examined  this  place  therii- 
selves,  hnd  fully  made  up  their  minds.  But  the 
gentleman  has  made  some  remarks  which  call  for  a 
reply.  The  most  important  is  that  he  says  that 
places  equally  as  good  can  be  got  for  one-half  the 
price.  I  think  the  committee  will  bear  me  out  una;ui- 
mously  when  I  say  they  could  find  no  such  place. 
This  matter  was  thoroughly  advertised  in  the  papers; 
we  had  many  placas  ottered  .to  us,  and  no  cme  was  so 
near  to  the  City  Hall,  and  at  so  low  a  price  as  this. 
The  committee  used  their  best  excrrions  to  make 
the  gentleman  name  such  a  price  that  they  could 
conscientiously  recommend  it,  but  we  could  find 
none  at  a  price  that  they  could  recommend.  Gentle- 
men are  talking  now  about  what  they  could  do,  but 
we  have  never  had  an  offer  we  could  rely  upon  for 
what  we  could  get  a  place  nearer  the  city.  Now,  as  to 
the  expectations  uf  the  gentleman  who  owns  this  place 
or  who  bought  it  with  the  exptctation  of  selling  it 
to  the  city,  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  gentleman  in 
this  Boara  who  was  at  all  influenced  by  that  matter. 
I  did  n't  cmisider  it  worth  alluding  to.  In  relation  to 
the  distance  from  a  depot,  the  committee  have  made 
no  mistake  when  they  say  five-eighths  of  a  mile. 
The  land  is  as  dry  today  as  any  place  on  the  Neponset 
lot.  There  are  two  acres  of  marshy  land  on  the  Ne- 
ponset lot  which  are  not  worth  $25,  while  the  Austin 
farm  is  well  drained  by  strong  sewers  running 
through  it.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  the  at- 
tractions of  the  Austin  farm  will  be  greater  than 
Deer  Island,  and  that  we  shall  have  seven  hundred  or 
more  inmates.  The  affairs  at  Deer  Island  justify  the 
committee  in  laying  before  the  City  Government  the 
plan  of  getting  a  place  on  the  main  land,  and  as  to  our 
tendency  to  extravagance,  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  no  city  has  m  that  department  such  a  state 
of  aft'airs  as  we  have.  I  don't  think  any  city  places 
its  poor  and  prostitutes  and  criminals  together  in 
one  place.  In  that  respect  I  don't  think  the  city  has 
been  extravagant,  and  the  sooner  we  venture  on  a 
little  extravagance  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  city. 
As  to  drainage,  I  will  say  and  can  prove,  that  the 
centre  of  this  Neponset  lot  is  no  higher  than  high- 
water  mark,  nor  never  was,  and  I  don't  refer  to  the 
marshy  part  of  the  land  either.  In  spring  and  winter 
there  is  always  water  there.  The  hill  is  of  clay  and 
springy,  and  always  spongy.  One  of  the  principal 
reasons  I  recommend  the  Austin  farm  is  the 
cost.  There  are  fifty  acres  there  and  thirty  in 
the  other.  There  are  some  hundred  of  valuable 
fruit  trees,  and  with  the  improved  land  and  buildings 
I  have  no  doubt  fifty  thousand  dollars  have  been 
spent  in  the  last  twenty  years.  It  will  cost  the  city 
more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  put  the  Neponset 
place  in  the  same  condition  as  the  Austin  farm  is 
today.  Then  as  to  its  being  without  the  municipal 
limits,  is  no  importance  at  all.  We  know  Mount 
Hope  lies  much  farther  into  another  town,  but  there 
is  no  difficulty  of  getting  to  it  from  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  came  here  prepared  to  vote 
on  this  measure,  but  after  the  remarks  made  this 
evening  I  think  the  Board  have  only  one  course  to 
pursue,  and  that  is  to  recommit  both  the  reports  to 
the  committee  with  instructions  to  report  a  place  for 
a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  no  other  object  in  advo- 
cating the  Austin  farm  thau  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  did  n't  understand  the  gentleman  to 
say  any  place;  has  been  named  to  him  for  the  same 
price  or  at  any  less  price.  But  if  the  gentlemen  are 
in  earnest  it  is  about  time  to  come  to  some  conclu- 
sion. If  this  is  a  ruse  to  kill  it,  it  might  as  well  be 
stated  fairly.  If  there  is  any  place  better  than  the 
Austin  farm  I  want  to  hear  it  authoritatively  stated 
by  somebody,  and  if  it  is  a  l/ona  fide  thing  I  am 
willing  to  recommit. 

Alderman  Hnlbert — I  don't  wish  to  be  misunder- 
stood. I  am  informed  that  there  is  an  estate  of  thir- 
ty acres  on  the  same  street  as  the  Austin  farm, 
which  IS  offered  at  forty  thousand  dollars.    In  my 
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own  mind  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  Is  equally  as  well 
adapted  for  the  Home  for  the  Poor;  it  is  near  the  rail- 
way and  can  be  had  at  an  expense  at  least  half  what 
is  asked  for  this  one.  I  have  nothing  definite  in  my 
mind,  but  i  know  what  I  say.  That  ought  to  settle 
the  question  sn  far  as  the  Austin  farm  is  concerned. 

Alderman  Power— The  expense  of  getting  supplies 
to  this  place  has  be('n  alludfed  to.  1  don't  think 
the  contractor  would  put  on  much  extra  for  the  dis- 
tance. No  proposition  ctnie  to  us  of  property  so 
near  City  Hal-  at  a  price  so  fair  as  this.  We  were  of- 
fered property  far  off  at  a  f;reat  deal  less,  but  it 
seemed  to  be  the  nnaiiimons  wisli  of  the  committee 
to  set  a  place  much  nearer  the  city.  That  is  why  the 
committee  finallv  sertled  down  to  these  two  places. 
If  there  is  a  pl.t  •«  m;  irer  the  city  I  want  to  get  it; 
But  if  this  is  simply  a  ruse  to  carry  Neponset,  I  don't 
propose  to  put  tliis  matter  off.  It  is  imperative  that 
we  waste  no  tini.e  in  iretting  a  place. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  disclaim  any  intention  of 
killing  this  matter.  I  assume  that  the  fall  has  so  far 
advanced  that  no  building  could  be  erected,  ind  I 
thought  best  to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee,  to 
secure  another  place.  I  have  been  in  favor  of  the 
Austin  farm,  but  if  the  committee  can  secure 
another  place  for  $4;;, 000  I  am  willing  to  vote  for 
that  one. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  whether  all  the 
bnildiiiifs  at  Kainsf'onl's  Island  are  occupied. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  understand  they  are.  There 
may  be  one  building  that  might  be  altered  over  and 
made  serviceable. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  now  understand  that  only  the 
poor  are  sent  to  Deer  Island.  I  don't  know  that  we 
have  criminal  persons  there.  We  send  men  there 
for  intoxication,  and  truant  boys  who  run  away  from 
school.  .  I  don't  think  they  can  properly  be  ranked  as 
common  criminals.  Now,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
market,  with  the  amount  of  money  we  have  spent 
this  year,  we  have  buildings  enough  at  Deer  Island 
which  would  be  far  bc'tter  than  many  of  the  poor  in 
this  city  have,  and  better  than  many  families  live  in. 
If  we  have  buildings  unoccupied,  it  appears  to  me 
that  we  should  set  an  example  of  economy  and  use 
them.  We  can't  build  a  mansion  house  with  a  gar- 
den round  it  for  every  poor  man  or  woman.  Give 
them  a  good,  warm  building  and  something  good  to 
eat.  Real  estate  is  settling  down  and  next  spring  we 
could  buy  cheaper  than  we  can  now.  I  would  like  to 
have  this  committee  take  another  look  and  see  if 
Kainsford  Island  can't  be  used  another  year. 

Alderman  Hulbert — It  may  be  well  for  the  Board  to 
understand  that  the  city  owns  the  Winthrop  farm, 
as  it  is  called,  and  I  have  reason  to  say  that  farm  can 
be  disposed  of  for  the  amount  that  we  would  reasona- 
bly incur  in  purchasing  on  the  main  land.  There  is  the 
appropriation  made  for  erecting  a  building,  which 
has  not  been  used.  I  feel  that  the  m.xing  in  close 
contiguity  of  the  poor  and  the  people  we  send  to 
Deer  Island  is  neither  right  nor  humane.  On  the 
other  hand  we  have  got  to  guard  against  carrying  it 
the  other  way.  I  think  the  best  name  is  "the  Alms- 
house"; it  is  much  better  than  "Home  for  the  Poor." 
The  idea  should  be  specially  for  an  almshouse  and  a 
home  for  neglected  children,  and  all  arrangements 
should  be  made  with  reference  to  that  end,  and  not 
for  a  palatial  structure.  I  for  one  should  be  glad  to 
see  this  question  of  the  Austin  farm  disposed  of, 
and  as  it  is  up  for  consideration  I  am  willing  to 
abide  by  the  result.  I  should  like  to  have  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  upon  that  question,  and  I  press  no 
other  lot  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  the  question  of  the 
necessity  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  has  been  settled 
long  ago.  If  we  are  not  to  have  this  lot  and  it  is 
thought  that  additional  accommodations  could  be 
built  on  Deer  Island,  I  should  have  thought  the  City 
Government  would  have  accepted  Winthrop  farm. 
But  that  was  not  considered  a  suitable  place.  It  was 
thought  to  be  too  far  away,  and  that  idea  was  aban- 
doned. As  to  the  position  of  things  at  Deer  Island, 
if  gentlemen  call  a  place  healthy  where  the  corridors 
are  piled  up  with  mattresses  and  people  sleeping  on 
them,  and  if  they  can  call  prostitutes  and  night 
walkers  anything  less  than  criminals,  I  should  con- 
sent to  some  other  charitable  name.  We -."nAve  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars' worth  of  land' in  South 
Boston  which  could  be  made  into  taxable  property, 
if  we  have  a  Home  for  the  Poor  somewhere  else. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  don't  propose  to  occupy  Deer 
Island  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  but  to 
husband  our  means  to  some  extent.  If  the  appro- 
priation is  already  made,  that  doesn't  help  us  any  at 
all,  we  take  it  from  the  Reserve  Fund.  We  have  to 
pay  interest  any  way.  As  we  can't  do  anything  this 
fall,  we  have  got  to  go  into  the  market  and  borrovy 
this  money.  There  is  no  question  but  real  estate 
will  succumb,  and  next  spring  you  can  buy   at  two 


cents  a  foot  less  than  you  can  this  tail.  Walt  till 
next  spring  and  it  will  come  down  a  cent  a  month  for 
the  next  six  months.  There  is  a  vast  auiount  of 
lane  lying  idle  in  Ward  16,  and  parties  must  have  to 
carry  it  for  some  time  before  they  cim  get  the  prices 
they  ask  for  it.  ISow  as  we  can'!  di>  anything  to  ad- 
vance t  tie  cause,  is  it  right^for  u>  in  go  on  in  these 
panicky  limes  and  lay  out  such  a  ^n  at  expense'?  If 
those  buildiniis  could  be  fitted. up  for  a  very  little 
expense  it  would  he  better. 

Alderman  Hulbert— What  I  meant  to  say  is  that  I 
don't  expect  to  erect  the  building  this  autumn,  but 
this  question  has  been  before  u^  a  long  time,  for  two 
or  three  years.  As  we  are  getting  towards  the  end 
of  our  time  it  seems  to  me  a  plain  case  that  the  plan 
of  the  city  should  be  defined,  and  we  should  decide 
to  procure  a  place  for  an  almshouse  and  settle  the 
questiiiu.  I  still  think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  City 
Government  to  take  this  step,  b«t  I  perfectly  agree 
that  we  can't  do  much  this  fall.  But  if  we  take  the 
step,  and  define  our  position,  it  will  be  doing  a  great 
deal.  If  it  is  n't  done  now  it  will  be  left  for  the 
City  Government  t<i  do  something  next  year. 

Alderman  Stebbins— 1  withdraw  my  motion  to  re- 
commit, that  a  vote  maybe  taken  nu  the  question. 
But  I  wish  to  give  notice  that  if  the  motion  of  Alder- 
man Power  is  defeated  I  will  then  move  to  recommit 
the  whole  subject  back  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Emery — This  thing  has  been  under  con- 
sideration so  long  I  think  it  best  that  we  should  come 
to  some  decision;  and  rather  th.m  not  decide  I  would 
prefer  to  have  the  place  accepted  i  hat  I  should  not 
vote  for.  It  is  indispeiisaiily  necessnry  to  do  some- 
thing. This  committee  have  visited  various  sites 
within  and  outside  the  limits  of  the  city.  It  was 
considered  last  year,  and  we  have  never  come  to  any 
concln^ion.  I  hope  we  shall  come  to  a  vote  before 
we  adjourn. 

Alderman  G.bson— Gentlemen  ought  to  recollect 
that  we  would  have  had  an  almshouse  at  Deer  I.sland 
but  for  some  technicality  in  the  wording  of  the  order 
by  which  the  money  was  n't  to  be  spent  in  that  direc- 
tion. We  have  purchased  Deer  Island  and  Rains- 
ford's  Island,  and  I  supposed  at  the  time  we  were  to 
have  a  Home  for  the  Poor  there.  They  say  it  wont 
do  for  a  hospital,  what  is  it  good  for?  We  got  a  site- 
for  a  smallpox  hospital  and  have  abandoned  that. 
We  ought  to  utilize  what  we  have. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  the  Winthrop  farm  was 
a  good  purchase  for  the  city  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  Rainsford's  Island.  I  should  like  to  take  it 
off  the  city's  hands.  But  that  matter  has  been  defi- 
nitely settled  before.  It  is  a  very  poor  argument  to 
keep  waiting  for  land  to  go  down.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
just  as  likely  to  rise  again  in  Ward  16  as  it  is  to  fall. 

Alderman  Clark — I  fully  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  city  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  The  city  requires  that  some 
money  should  be  expended  for  properly  taking  care 
of  the  poor  of  Boston.  I  don't  believe  in  sending  the 
virtuous  poor  to  hive  with  criminals.  Therefore  I 
think  we  should  ea"Iy  select  a  place  at  a  moderate 
cofft  where  we  could  erect  buildings  suitable  for  the 
wants  of  the  poor.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  com- 
mittee did  not  take  into  consi ^.eration  the  fact  that 
there  are  other  places  in  West  Roxbury  besides 
the  Austin  farm.  One  of  the  most  magnificent 
places  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  the  Home 
farm,  occupied  by  Colonel  Russell  as  a  summer 
residence  for  several  years  past,  was  passed  over 
lightly  because  if  was  out  of  the  precincts  of  the  city. 
That  was  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  against  its 
purchase.  The  Home  farm  lies  no  more  than  two 
miles  further  from  the  city  than  the  Austin  farm. 
It  is  on  a  splendid  road,  and  is  not  a  mile  from  the 
depot,  is  on  an  elevated  position,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  productive  tracts  of  land  any  member  of  this 
Board  ever  looked  upon.  There  are  thirty-five  acres 
all  lying  in  one  field,  high  land,  with  a  magnificent 
view,  and  there  are  some  sixty  acres,  with  splendid 
barns,  all  that  would  be  necessary  for  the 
next  ten  years.  Now  this  entire  property 
can  be  purchased  for  the  insignificant  sum  of 
forty  thousand  dollars.  The  land  is  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  objections  raised  against 
this  farm  were,  that  it  was  in  the  town  of  West  Rox- 
bury and  we  should  have  to  pay  taxes  to  that  town. 
Now,  West  Roxbury  may  be  annexed  within  the  next 
thirty  days.  There  are  thirty-five  acres  in  one  field, 
and,  if  tliat  is  not  enough,  we  have  got  sixty  acres 
we  can  sell  after  having  erected  our  building,  for  the 
sum  of  $40,000.  and  can  thus  get  land  enough  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  without  the  expense  of  a  single 
dollar,  and  that  in  the  town  of  West  Roxbury.  We 
propose  to  make  the  poor  a  home  in  a  desirable  lo- 
cality. Here  is  an  opportunity  to  get  a  hundred 
acres  of  magnificent  land,  in  a  splendid  location,  \t 
no  cost  at  all.  This  has  been  wholly  overlooked  on 
account   of   the   fact   that   it   is   in   the   town    Oj- 
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"West  Roxbury.  The  committee  propose  to 
■have  us  buy  land  for  $150,000,  some  of  it  morass, 
which  would  take  more  jjravel  to  fill  it  up  than  has 
beeu  used  on  the  Bacli  Bay.  The  Austin  farm  is  a 
mile  from  the  depot,  and  six  miles  from  City  Hall. 
The  Home  farm  is  a  mile  from  a  depot,  and  eight 
miles  from  City  Hall;  and  the  committee  can  buy  the 
Home  farm  for  $-10,000.  The  Home  farm  is  adapted 
to  the  raising  of  vegetables,  nough  for  bOO  people, 
and  there  is  pastarai^e  enough  to  supply  them  with 
milk  and  butter;  and  you  have  all  these  facilities  for 
$40,000.  You  have  a  good  enough  homi;  for  any 
one  to  live  m  for  the  next  thirty  years.  Is  it  common 
■■sense  for  twelve  gentlemen  to  sit  round  this  board 
and  vote  to  pay  ,f  135,000  for  fifty  acres  of  land,  fif- 
teen of  which  are  good  for  nothing,  when  we  can 
get  a  htindred  acres  for  $40,000  two  miles  fur- 
ther off.  I  submit  that  we  must  pay  a  stricter  regard 
for  the  finances  of  the  city  than  to  show  such  wilful 
waste  as  to  vote  to  pay  $135,000  for  the  Austin  farm, 
when  we  can  buy  the  Home  farm,  which  is  so  soon 
to  be  annexed,  and  at  the  same  time  has  twice  the 
number  of  acres,  and  all  for  only  $40,000.  I  was  glad 
to  hear  the  gentleman  say  that  the  mere  furnishing 
of  supplies  was  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  The  only  ob- 
jection the  Committee  could  see  to  the  Home  farm 
was  that  it  was  a  little  further  off.  The  two  places 
are  no  more  to  be  compared  with  each  other  than  the 
brightness  of  the  noonday  sun  is  with  midnight 
darkness. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  says  there  are 
fifteen  acres  of  the  Austin  farm  which  are  worthless. 
I  would  like  to  know  whether  it  is  as  barren,  if  there 
are  rocks  sufficient  to  erect  buildings;  the  meadow  is 
as  good  as  any  portion  of  the  Home  farm.  The  sole 
objection  to  the  Home  farm  was  the  distance  from 
City  Hall.  The  committee  did  not  ignore  that  place. 
AH  acknowledged  that  the  price  was  reasonable. 

[At  this  point  Alderman  Gibson  obtained  permis- 
sion to  have  read  an  invitation  from  George  Clarke 
of  Squantum  to  the  members  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, to  visit  his  estate  to  consider  its  adaptability 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.] 

Alderman  Brown — I  move  to  amend  the  order  as 
reported  by  the  committee  by  substituting  "$125,000" 
for  ^'$135,000." 

Alderman  Clark  raised  the  point  that  it  was  inad- 
missible. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  amendment  was  admis- 
sible. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  if  the  place  could  be 
bought  for  that  sum. 

Alderman  Brown  said  he  bad  understood  that  it 
could. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  n't  right  to  be  treated  with 
in  that  way,  and  this  should  receive  the  unanimous 
veto  from  this  Board.  It  isn't  but  a  year  since  this 
same  property  sold  for  $97,000.  If  this  is  the  way 
bargains  are  to  be  made— first  $150,000,  then  $135,000, 
and  then  $125,000— then  this  thing  should  be  unani- 
'mously  vetoed. 

Alderman  Power — This  argument  don't  hold  good. 
The  gentleman  himself  sold  the  Home  farm  for  $15,- 

000  and  he  is  now  urging  it  upon  ut,  for  ,$40,000.  I 
don't  think  the  gentleman  has  his  information  from 
the  owners  of  the  property. 

Alderman  Clark— It  is  a  different  thing  to  have 
sold  property  for  $15,000  and  treat  with  members  of 
the  City  Government  for  $135,000,  and  then  to  offer 
them  the  same  place  for  $125,000  when  there  is  a 
slight  chance  of     its    not    being    carried    through. 

1  sold  the  Home  farm  for  .$15,000;  since  then  it  has 
been  sold  for  $23,000,  and  now  it  is  worth  $40,000. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  think  it  was  any  detri- 
ment to  the  Home  farm  that  it  was  sold  at  $15,000, 
because  there  is  no  proper  person  can  determine  its 
value  today  and  its  value  ten  years  hence.  If  the 
Alderman  on  my  left  will  get  up  here  and  say  any  of 
the  owners  have  told  him  that  the  Austin  farm  can 
be  bought  for  $125,000, 1  will  cheerfuUv  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Brown — Whether  the  gentleman  owns 
the  land  now  or  not,  I  am  not  able  to  say;  he  did  own 
it  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Did  n't  he  intimate  that  that 
is  all  the  property  is  worth? 

Alderman  Brown— There  is  no  doubt,  from  all  the 
facts  stated,  that  if  the  committee  are  authorized  to 
purchase  that  farm  that  $125,000  will  buy  it,  and  if 
they  cannot  they  can  report  to  this  Board  and  be 
authorized  to  report  again.  I  will  say  to  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  6  that  if  there  is  a  decline  in  real  es- 
tate there  we  had  better  wait  till  next  spring  and  pur- 
chase the  Austin  farm.  Real  estate  must  decline 
from  25  to  33  or  .37»4  per  cent.  Why  should  the  city 
purchase  this  property  now  when  it  can  be  purchrsed 
for  much  less?  I  think  no  great  harm  will  be  done 
if  the  Board  will  amend  the  order.  If  it  can't  be  pur- 
chased for  that  sum  the  committee  can  report 
again. 


Alderman  Clark— I  don't  know  when  I  ever  knew 
where  the  price  of  a  farm  declined  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  three  hours.  I  should  hope  if  we  buy  the 
Austin  farm  at  all,  we  should  pay  $133,000  for  it,  so 
that  this  Board  can  maintain  its  dignity. 

Alderman  Brown — I  desire  to  say  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  talk  influencing  members  of  this 
Board.  1  understand  that  eft'orts  have  been  made  to 
indcice  members  to  vote  to  purchase  this  place.  I 
have  n't  the  least  douDt  but  that  if  we  instruct  the 
committee   to  purchase  for  that  it  can  be  bought. 

Alderman  Power — i  don't  know  anything  about 
what  gentlemen  have  heard. 

Alderman  Clark — I  merely  wish  to  state  that  I  get 
my  information  from  the  Alderman  from  Ward  4, 
that  he  is  reliably  informed,  that  if  we  vote  to  pay 
$125,000,  we  can  get  the  place.  I  submit  if  that  isn't 
good  reason  for  vetoing  it. 

Alderman  Power — It  seems  that  Mr.  Austin,  the 
former  owner,  has  some  particular  spite  to  think  that 
the  property  may  be  sold  for  $135,000,  and  he  is  the. 
person  who  is  running  it  down.  This  is  a  very  dubi- 
ioQS  interest  for  a  person  to  take.  If  the  farm 
could  be  purchased  for  $125,000  I  should  be  just  as 
glad  for  the  city  to  get  it  as  not.  I  know  nothing 
further  than  the  written  propositions  fiom  the  owner 
of  the  land. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  would  ask  the  number  of  acres 
required  for  the  almshouse? 

Alderman  Ilulbert— There  has  been  a  dift'erence  of 
opinion  as  to  the  quantity  required,  which  has  never 
been  fixed  upon.   I  simply  stated  my  own  conviction. 

Alderman  Gib.son — The  idea  I  had  was  we  could 
buy  ten  acres  much  cheaper  than  fifty.  If  we  want 
to  go  to  farming,  we  had  better  go  to  ■  a  farming 
country,  on  some  of  the  trunk  railroads,  and  buy  a 
place  for  ten  thousand   dollars. 

Alderman  Stebbin.s — As  bearing  on  this  point,  I 
would  state  that  I  had  occasion  to  ask  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  whether  any  of  the  inmates 
worked.  He  said  no;  if  you  put  a  shovel  in  their 
hands  they  desired  a  ticket  to  go  up  to  the  city,  say- 
ing if  they  had  to  work,  they  preferred  to 'go  up  to 
the  city. 

Alderman  Gibson— That  is  an  argument  for  buying 
a  small  place. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Alderman  Brown's 
amendment,  it  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote— 7  to  2. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  further  amend  by 
adding  after  the  words  $125,000  the  following:  "Pay- 
able in  notes  or  scrip  of  the  city,  having  twenty 
years  to  run  and  bearing  six  per  cent  interest." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  question  re- 
curring on  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended,  it  was  defeated. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brown,  Emery,  Gaflield,  Power, 
Quincy— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelcw,  Clark,  Cutter,  Gibson, 
Hulbert,  Stebbins-6. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  take  up  the  orders  to 
buy  the  Neponset  farm,  and  he  then  moved  to  re- 
commit the  report  on  the  Neponset  farm  to  the 
committee,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Aldermen  Clark 
and  Gaflield,  the  motion  was  amended  so  as  to  in- 
struct them  to  report  in  fifteen  days. 

Alderman  Power  did  n't  wish  anything  more  to  do 
with  the  Neponset  lot. 

Alderman  Brown  asked  if  Long  Island  had  been  con- 
sidered; he  had  only  had  an  opportunity  to  consider 
the  two  places  named  in  the  report,  and  it  did  n't  re- 
quire much  exercise  of  judgment  to  say  which  was 
the  better. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  that  unless  it  was  shown 
that  the  committee  had  neglected  their  duty,  he 
should  vote  against  recommitment. 

Alderman  Stebbins  further  amended  his  motion  by 
adding  "to  report  a  place  suitable  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  within  fifteen  days. 

The  motion  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  of  6  to  4, 
and  the  report  was  recommitted. 

Alderman  Clark,  in  order  to  settle  the  matter  of 
the  Austin  farm,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
rejecting  the  report,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Power  charged  that  this  was  simply  a 
disposition  to  kill  off  this  place. 

Alderman  Clark  disclaimed  any  such  intention. 
He  wished  to  vote  for  a  Home  for  the  poor  before  his 
term  ex^-ired,  and  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  Nepon- 
set farm.  He  made  the  motion  m  order  that  the 
gentleman  would  not  be  giving  notice  of  a  motion 
to  reconsider  next. 

Alderman  Power  thought  that  it  was  an  effort  to 
prevent  members  from  exercising  their  judgment. 

Alderman  Clark  simply  wished  to  prevent  the  Aus- 
tin farm  from  being  brought  up  again  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Power  thought  it  would  prevent  the 
committee  from  bringing  in  the  Austin  farm   again. 

Alderman  Clark  contended  that  it  would  not,  and 
inquired  of  the  chairman. 
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Aldermen  Gaffleld  and  Brown  both  hoped  the 
motion  would  be  withdrawn. 

Alderman  Brown  inquired  the  effect  of  a  refusal  to 
reconsider,  and  the  chairman  stated  that  as  the  com- 
mittee were  requested  to  report  on  some  place  with- 
in fifteen  days,  it  would  be  perfectly  proper  to  bring 
in  the  Austin  farm  at  a  different  price. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  motion  to  reconsider 
would  prevail,  and  the  vote  being  taken  it  was  car- 
ried. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Emery,  Power, 
Gaffield,  Quinsy— fi. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Gibson,  Hulbert, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Alderman  Brown  moved  that  the  matter  be  laid  on 
the  table,  but,  after  brief  informal  discussion,  it  was 
withdrawn,  and  Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the 
orders  relating  to  the  purchase  of  the  Austin  and 
Neponset  estates,  together  with  the  whole  subject  of 
a  Home  for  the  Poor,  be  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee.   The  motion  prevailed. 

THE   NEW  POLICE    STATION   IN  WARD   SIXTEEN. 

Alderman  Hulbert  inquired  what  action  had  been 
taken  by  the  committee  on  the  order  of  last  week 
providing  for  a  change  in  the  plans  for  Police 
Station  Eleven,  so  as  to  allow  for  a  branch  of  the 
Public  Librarv  in  the  same  building.  He  thought 
the  people  had  had  no  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
subject.  He  regretted  not  having  given  more  atten- 
tion to  the  order  when  it  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson  said  the  matter  had  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  committee,  but  no  final  action  had 
been  taken. 


Alderman  Clark  hoped  the  citizens  of  Ward  Ifr 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their  wishes 
on  the  subjest.  A  police  station  is  not  a  proper  place 
for  a  public  library. 

Alde'-man  Emery  was  present  when  the  matter  was 
discussed  in  committee,  and  the  architect  is  now  pre- 
paring plans. 

Alderman  Hulbert  offered  the  following,  and  on 
his  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  September  23,  author- 
izing the  plans  for  a  police  station  in  Ward  16  to  be 
so  amended  as  to  provide  for  plans  for  a  public 
library,  be  and  hereby  is  rescinded. 

SWETT-STREET   HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  order  for  the 
grading  of  the  Swett-street  Hospital  territory  was 
taken  from  the  table.    The  order  was  passed. 

EAST   BOSTON  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  order  provid- 
inn  for  the  sale  of  the  Oliver  Primary  Schoolhouse  in 
East  Boston  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Gibson  explained  that  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  its  ever  being  needed. 

Alderman  Brown  asked  if  it  is  proposed  to  sell  the 
house  simply  or  the  land. 

Alderman  Gibson  replied  that  the  order  embraced 
the  whole  territory. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

On  modon  of  Alderman  GaiHeld,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

OCTOBER    3,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meetiriK  of  the  Comtoon  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  this  evening, 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  papers  were  acted  upon,  in  con- 
currence: 

Various  petitions  were  referred. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Overseers  of  Poor  (with 
instructions  to  nominate  a  candidate  to  fill  vacancy) 
of  a  communication  from  the  Mayor,  transmitting  a 
letter  from  said  overseers,  announcing  a  vacancy  in 
the  hoard,  caused  by  the  death  of  Thomas  Blasland. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  S.  T.  G. 
Webber,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  her  house  in  Hay- 
ward  place.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  release 
to  N.  Cummings  and  I.  B.  Carlisle  certain  land  on 
Albany  street,  corner  of  Sharon  street,  from  a  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  condition  in  the  deed  thereof. 
Accepted  and  order  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  Edward  P.  Meauy  to 
erect  a  wooden  shed  on  land  bought  by  him  of  the 
city,  on  Wareham  street.  Accepted  and  order 
passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  deeds.  Accepted  and  ordinance  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Assistant- 
Resident  Physician,  at  Deer  Island,  at  $600  per  an- 
num, in  addition  to  the  amount  paid  him  as  Port 
Physician.  Read  twice  and  passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9. 

Order  for  the  grading  of  Swett-street  Hospital  ter- 
ritory, and  for  drainage  thereof  satisfactory  to  the 
Board  of  Health.  Read  twice  and  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Waid  7. 

Request  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $5500  from  Re- 
served Fund  to  appropriation  for  Markets.  (City 
Doc.  No.  113.)    Read  once. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  papers  came  up  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness and   were   severally  acted  upon,  in  concurrence: 

Order  appropriating  $1500  to  pay  for  repairs  on 
Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  8.     Passed. 

Order  appropriating  $1450  to  pay  for  repairs  on 
Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  15.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  Engine  companies  4  and  7  to  be 
reorganized  so  that  each  shall  consist  of  twelve  men. 
Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  an  arrangement  to  be 
made  with  Samuel  R.  Russell  for  an  exhibition  of 
his  fire  apparatus,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $300. 
Passed. 

Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners  for 
the  widening  of  Essex  street,  at  corner  of  Washing- 
ton street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $770.      Passed. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  presented  the  petition  of 
the  First  Company  of  Cadets,  for  increase  in  the  al- 
lowance of  rent  for  armory,  and  on  his  motion  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  presented  the  petition  of 
Captain  P.  Houghton  of  Company  A  Ninth  Regiment, 
and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Armories. 

TAKEN   FROM   THE   TABLE   AND   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  orders 
authorizing  erection  of  a  hook  and  ladder  house  on 
Dudley  and  Forest  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$21,000,  and  a  loan  therefor,  were  taken  from  the 
table. 

Mr.  Train  remarked  that  when  he  moved  to  have 
toe  order  laid  on  the  table  at  the  last  meeting  he  was 
not  informed  as  to  its  feasibiliiy,  but  since  then  he 
had  taken  pains  to  inform  himself  and  found  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary.    He  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— I  don't  object  to  authoriz- 
ing the  erection  of  this  hook  and  ladder  hou-c.  but  I 
do  obje-^t  to  the  method  of  paying  for  it,  in  getiing  a 
loan  of  $21,000  for  the  purpose.  I  don't  think  the 
city  should  appear  in  the  market  as  a  borrower  for 
such  small  sums.  It  should  be  covered  by  some  ap- 
propriation, and  if  there  is  no  appropriation  of  this 
kind  we  should  wait  until  another  year  till  one  is 
made  to  cover  it.    It  does  n't  look  well  for  any  city 


to  go  into  the  market  borrowing  so  small  a  sum  as 
$21,000.  It  would  be  like  an  individual  doing  a  large 
busiu'  ss  borrowing  money  to  pay  his  markec  bills  at 
the  end  of  the  month.  I  don't  believe  we  ought  to 
go  to  any  expense  of  this  kind  unless  it  can  be  put  to 
some  particular  appropriation.  I  shall  object  to  this 
unless  payment  can  be  provided  for  in  some  way 
other  than  by  a  loan. 

Mr.  Train — It  was  only  from  the  extreme  necet  sity 
of  the  case  that  I  moved  to  take  it  from  the  table, 
and  that  was  the  object  of  my  motion  at  the  last 
meeting.  I  was  opposed  to  the  city  making  a  loan 
for  that  purpose.  As  to  the  raising  of  the  money,  if 
the  gentlemiu  can  ^uggest  anything  that  will  relieve 
us  from  the  obligation  of  borrowing,  I  should  be 
glad  to  have  him  do  so.  There  is  no  mistake  about 
the  absolute  necessity  of  having  this  >-ouse  there. 
We  are  not  going  to  the  expense  of  putting  a  new 
liook  and  ladder  company  there.  It  Is  transferring 
an  old  company  into  a  new  location. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— It  is  from  the  mere  fact  of 
the  necessities  of  the  case  that  the  city  should  have 
some  other  way  of  getting  the  twenty-one  thousand 
dollars  than  by  a  special  loan.  If  the  gentleman  will 
take  the  pains  to  ascertain  by  next  Thursday  if  the 
matter  cannot  be  provided  for  in  some  other  way,  it 
would  be  best  to  have  it  lie  over.  It  is  this  provid- 
ing for  small  sums  by  a  special  loan  that  hiings  the 
city  so  much  in  debt.  I  object  very  decidedly  to 
loans  of  this  character. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  agree  with  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  and  will  move  to  strike 
out  the  words,  "Treasurer  be  authorized  ro  borrow 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Finance," 
and  insert  the  words,  "Auditor  he  authorized  to 
transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14— It  seems  to  me  to  be  im- 
material how  we  get  the  money,  so  we  get  it  honestly. 
This  location  overlooks  a  very  large  extent  of  terri- 
tory and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  com- 
pany there.     I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  47,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  the  orders  to 
complete  furnishing  of  grammar  schoolhouse,  L 
street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $7,500;  and  for  a  trans- 
fer of  said  amount  from  the  Reserved  Fund,  were 
taken  from  the  table  and  passed— yeas  49,  nays  0. 

ASPHALT  WALKS   ON   THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  16  called  attention  to  an  order 
referred  to  the  Committe  on  Common  relative  to 
asphalt  walks,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon. 
He  asked  if  there  had  been  a  report,  and  if  not  that 
there  might  be  one  made  this  week. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  his  impression  was  that  the  com- 
mittee did  report  last  summer  that  no  more  asphalt 
walks  would  be  laid  and  therefore  no  action  was 
necessary.  He  would  however  consult  the  commit- 
tee's records  and  ascertain  whether  the  committee 
had  reported  in  full  or  not. 

teEORGANIZATION   OF  THE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
reconsidered  the  vote  whereby  the  discussion  of  the 
ordinance  to  establish  a  Fire  Department,  recora- 
mended  in  the  Report  and  Evidence  on  the  Reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Fire  Department,  and  tbe  cause  of  the 
fire  May  30.  1873,  (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  97,)  was 
assigned  for  half-past  eiglit  o'clock,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  submitted  by 
Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  moved  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  minority  report  be  substituted  for  those 
of  the  majority,  and  proceeded  to  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  took  up  the  ordinance  and  went  through 
with  it,  explaining  the  amendments  which  had  been 
made  to  the  ordinance  as  it  now  stands,  and  also  the 
rules  which  had  been  added.  He  thought  the  old 
ordinance  contained  many  most  excellent  provisions 
for  the  management  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
that  it  contained  in  a  very  considerable  degree  what 
was  needed  for  its  wants,  excepting,  perhaps^  some 
few  which  had  been  brought  up  by  discussion  in 
consequence  of  the  late  excitement  caused  by  the 
great  tires  that  unfortunately  occurred.  The  gentle- 
men from  Ward  6  had  thought  the  tendency  should 
be  to  have  the  power  come  into  the  bands  of  the 
Council  instead  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  He 
did  n't  consider  that  to  be  essential,  but  it 
could  easily  be  so  changed  that  it  should  be  so. 
He  thought  if  there  was  any  prerogative  that  the 
Mayor  should  have,  it  should  be  the  nomination  of 
his  chief  executive  officers.  If  a  commission  were 
established  this  power  would  immediately  be  taken 
from  the  Mayor,  and  placed  in  a  body  which  would 
have  a  continual  majority.  He  is  likely  to  be  op- 
posed in  the  selection  of  the  men  whom  "he  is  to  look 
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to  foi'  assistance  in  the  eilbrts  which  he  makes  for  the 
welfare  and  protection  of  the  city.  Immediately 
upon  his  election  he  finds  himself  all  at  once  in 
antagonism  to  a  board  of  commissioners.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  expenses  of  the  present  Fire  De- 
partment were  extravaffant.  In  what  respect?  Was 
it  In  respect  to  number  of  men?  They  hnd  already 
voted  to  increase  the  number  of  men.  Was  it  in 
their  salary  that  the  department  was  extravagant? 
That  had  already  been  increased.  They  could  not 
say  it  was  unduly  extravagant  in  the  number  of 
machines,  because  they  had  this  year  voted  for  four 
new  ones.  lu  what  respect,  then?  If  it  was  in  the 
annual  oarades,  the  City  Council  can  take  cai  e  of  that 
at  any  time. 

If  it  was  in  the  matter  of  repairs,  the  majority  and 
minority  both  agree  that  the  city  should  have  its  own 
repair  shop.  If  it  was  in  junketing,  that  was  a  com- 
paratively small  thing,  although  it  had  been  carried 
in  some  instances  to  excess.  What  else  would  the  May- 
or have  to  do  except  to  veto  a  bill  or  two  once  or  twice 
a  year,  if  he  had  not  the  power  to  appoint  his  police 
and  govern  the  Fire  Department?  With  regard  to 
the  49th  section,  he  thought  all  would  agree  that  it 
provided  an  excellent  thing  in  bringing  the  police  in- 
to action  in  the  extinguishing  of  fires  when  they  first 
break  out.  It  seemed  to  him  that  with  the  improve- 
ments which  had  been  made  and  with  those  propo.'sed 
in  the  Water  Department  everything  that  could  be 
suggested  as  an  improvement  had  been  provided  for. 
If  there  were  any  other  improvements  he  would  be 
glad  to  know  what  they  were,  and  thought  they  could 
easily  he  provided  for.  He  thought  the  City  Council 
should  take  the  present  ordinance  and  cure  any  de- 
fects that  might  be  found  to  exist;  but  why  should 
they  throw  their  power  all  away  and  place  it  into  un- 
tried hands? 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2—1  have  renA  with  care  the 
majority  and  minority  reports.  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  majority  when  they  recommend  that  a  fire  com- 
mission should  be  appointed.  Nor  can  I  agree  with 
the  minority  when  they  recommend  that  the  matter 
should  be  intrusted  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  In 
other  words  I  am  satisfied  with  the  present  masage- 
ment  of  the  department  in  most  respects.  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  department  will  do  better  in  putting 
Out  fires  than  it  does  at  present.  Nor  can  I  believe 
that  a  commission  will  run  the  department  better 
than  the  gentlemen  who  constitute  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department.  I  believe  that  there  should 
be  some  change.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Mayor 
having  the  appointment  of  the  Chief-Engineer  and 
assistants,  and  the  Engineers  the  appointment  of  the 
firemen.  I  cannot  see  what  great  results  a  commis- 
sion has  achieved  elsewhere.  It  did  not  prevent  the 
large  fires  in  Chicago  and  Baltimore,  nor  do  I  believe 
it  would  have  prevented  the  great  fire  here.  Some  of 
the  gentlemen  should  remember  that  it  was  the 
building  of  houses  with  lumber  sheds  on  top  of  them 
that  caused  the  fire.  The  commission  would  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  fires  than  have 
the  present  committee.  Before  the  great  fire 
in  November  there  was  no  occasion  to  find  fault 
with  the  department.  Everybody  praised  it.  I  am 
just  as  much  opposed  to  the  minority  report  as  to 
the  majority.  There  never  would  be  a  time  when  we 
can  find  three  men  who  would  manage  the  de- 
partment better  than  it  is  at  present,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  that  question. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Whatever  may  be  the 
decision  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  fire  commission,  I  think  it  is  quite  certain 
that  we  shall  not  vote  for  the  minority  report  and 
surrender  what  power  we  have  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. It  seems  to  me  this  would  be  undesirable  for 
■two  reasons.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  have  already 
too  much  power  as  compared  with  this  body,  and 
they  have  too  much  to  do.  Now  I  believe  it  is 
one  of  the  good  things  of  legislative  government  that 
the  two  branches  should  be  as  nearly  equal  as  possi- 
ble. In  that  regard  we  know  that  this  is  not  the 
case.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  have  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  police  and  other  departments;  and 
here  we  are  asked  by  the  minority  to  give 
up  another  great  department,  one  more  impor- 
tant than  the  others,  into  their  excluaive 
control.  Now  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority 
speak  of  the  dangers  which  will  arise  if  we  place  this 
immense  power  of  the  control  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment into  the  hands  or  three  men.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  this  is  dangerous,  it  will  be  much  more  dan- 
gerous to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  much  more  difli- 
cult  to  take  back  this  power  if  it  does  not  work  well, 
than  it  would  to  take  it  away  from  a  commission, 
ir  we  put  the  power  m  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  we  cannot  take  it  back  unless  the  Board 
will  concur,  and  I  don't  suppose  they  would  do  that. 
Again,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  other  point  that  the  Alder- 


men have  too  much  to  do,  I  find  that  one  member  of 
the  Board  is  on  twelve  different  committees,  of  which 
he  is  chairman  of  five.  Two  or  three  are  on  eleven 
committees,  and  another  is  on  no  less  than  eight  dif- 
ferent standing  committees,  of  one  of  which  he  is  chair- 
man; and  this  does  not  include  the  special  committees 
which  are  appointed.  I  t-ay  they  already  have  more 
to  do  than  you  can  expect  twelve  gentlemen  to  do 
and  give  their  services  to  the  city.  Now  the  minority 
undertake  to  answer  this  argument  by  saying  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  attend  to  their  duties  with 
singular  zeal  and  fidelity.  I  do  not  question  that,  but 
this  is  not  a  question  of  fidelity,  it  is  a  question  of 
possibility.  They  also  say  that  the  present  Board  of 
Aldermen  are  gentlemen  of  leisure.  That  may  be 
so,  but  it  is  nothing  permanent.  The  next  Board 
may  be  composed  in  a  large  measure  of  active  busi- 
ness and  working  men.  Again,  they  say  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  larger  men  than  we  can  obtain 
for  pay.  Very  well,  it  may  be  so.  I  have  sometimes 
thought  that  it  might  be  my  privilege  to  vote  for 
some  member  of  the  present  Board  of  Alderman  for 
Mayor;  but  if  this  is  true  I  cannot  do  it,  for  we  pay 
our  mayors  for  their  services,  and,  of  couise,  if  the 
Aldermen  wont  work  for  pay  we  can't  elect  (hem  to 
that  position.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  slur  on 
the  sa'aried  officers  and  heads  of  departments  which 
is  entirely  unwarrantable.  I  would  like  to  know  if 
any  one  will  say  that  our  City  Clerk,  Auditor  and 
Treasurer  do  not  perform  their  duties  just  as  ably 
and  faithfully  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  and  are  we' 
not  warranted  in  expecting  or  hoping  that  if  we 
have  a  fire  commission  the  gentlemen  composing 
It  will  perform  their  duties  ju  t  as  faithfully  and  as 
ably  as  they.  It  seems  to  ine  it  would  be  in  the  high- 
est degree  impoliiic  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  already  overburdened,  one  of 
the  most  important— the  most  important  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  said  that  there  has  ni)t  been  any  ar- 
gument pre.-ented  in  tavor  of  a  commission.  I  think 
1  may  say  this,  that  of  all  that  has  been 
said  against  a  fire  commission  not  a  single  valid 
objection  has  been  raised  against  it,  when  carefully' 
considered.  I  suppose  all  the  objections  to  it  have 
been  epitomized  In  the  minority  report,  but  I  can- 
not find  anything  against  it'  yet.  The  yenlle- 
men  arguing  against  a  lire  commission,  in  support  of; 
their  arguments  cite  the  proceedings  of  other 
commissions.  But,  sir,  if  you  look  at  this  aruii- 
meut  jou  will  find  it  amounts  simply  to  this. 
They  argue  against  commissions  because  certain 
gentlemen  who  happen  to  he  commissioners  have  in 
some  respects  not  acted  as  they  should.  They  take 
the  action  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners  in  regard  'o, 
the  matter  of  the  South  Boston  fiats.  There  is  some- 
thing a  little  significant  in  the  fact  that  both  ihe  gen-; 
tlemen  who  sign  this  report  come  from  South  Boston 
and  take  a  great  iuteiest  in  the  South  Boston  flats.  I 
think  they  have  been  led  to  look  at  the  whole  subject 
through  colored  glasses 

It  presents  itself  in  colors  and  shapes  which  do  not 
belong  to  it.  They  speak  of  the  Board  or  State 
Charities  and  of  the  Board  of  Publ  c  Works  at  Wash- 
ington. They  also  make  an  attack  upon  the  Board 
of'  Health,  though  it  is  made  it  the  very  courteous 
terms  of  the  diplmnatist.  Then  agfiin  they  say 
that  the  introduction  of  the  fire  commis- 
sion would  be  an  importation  from  a  sister 
city  which  has  been  the  cause  of  ail  their 
woes.  Then  again  gentlemen  argue  against 
a  commission  on  Ihe  ground  that  there  are  certain 
gentlemen  Mho  aspire  to  the  position  of  commission- 
ers. This  may  be  so  or  it  may  not.  No  one  has 
come  to  me  with  any  petitions.  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  (me  who  has  beta  approached;  and  even  if  it  is 
so,  what  does  that  have  to  do  with  the  question. 
Because  a  man  is  a  candidate  for  office  is  it  any 
argument  for  not  establishing  tlie  office?  I  sup-, 
pose  you  will  find  at  the  Mayors  room  two 
or  three  thou^and  applications  tor  app(Miiriiients 
on  the  police  force.  Does  tnat  signify  that  we  should 
not  have  any  police?  The  gt-iitleman  has  frequently  . 
said  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this.  It  strikes 
me  that  this  is  simply  a  begging  of  the  question.; 
That  is  a  question  before  us.  And  iu  illusiianon  of 
his  argument  upon  this  point,  he  says  that  our 
firemen  are  of  the  best  material  and  of  good 
quality;  therefore,  why  eslabli.-h  a  commission? 
The  gentleman,  the  other  night,  took  occH^ioll  to 
eulogize  the  Fire  Department.  Well,  we  all  admit 
their  virtue;  we  applaud  their  heroism  and  their 
many  noble  deeds  of  daring,  and  for  (me  I  will  not 
yield  to  the  gentleman  in  respect  to  adoration  of, 
them.  But  if  seems  to  me  that  is  one  argument  in 
favor  of  !\  commission.  Whv  could  n't  you  say  im  the, 
theory  of  the  gentleman,  "What  is  the  u-e  of  having: 
a  president,  superinientient  and  board  of  directors 
of  a  railroad  aft<ir  you  have  got  your  rolling  stock, 
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engines  and  cars  andyoui-  coiidiict.urs  and  eii^^inecrs. 
appointed?  What  is  the  use  in  havin^,  a  iiuarci  of 
diiectoi's?  The  siiecessfnl  contest  wiili  a  lire  de- 
pends on  the  engineer  and  liis  assistants.  So  it  does 
after  the  fire  hegms.  Just  so  the  successful  running 
pf  a  train  depends  upon  the  engineer  and  his 
assistant.  You  might  as  well  ask  the  use  of 
an  expensive  war  department  when  the  men 
were  iu  the  field  and  the  offlcers  were  at 
their  head.  It  has  been  asked  further,  "What 
is  there  that  a  commission  can  do  that  we  cannot 
do?"  I  say  that  this  is  the  same  argument  with 
■wliich  conservatism  has  met  every  reform  in  the 
world's  history.  Whenever  an  institution  becomes 
defective  and  a  new  institution  is  proposed,  conser- 
vatism says  ''What  is  the  use  of  a  new  in- 
stitution? We  can  do  just  as  well  under  the 
old.  I  wonder  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  had  lived  in  this  country  a  hundred 
years  ago,  I  wonder  whether  he  would  have  been  a 
Kevoluiionist  or  a  Tory.  If  he  had  the  same  senti- 
ments that  lie  has  now  he  would  have  been  on  the 
British  side,  and  would  have  asked  what  is  the  use 
of  anew  government  here?  the  old  government  can 
repeal  these  things  just  as  well  as  the  new.  I  think 
this  department  can  be  better  managed  by  a 
commission  than  by  the  present  committee. 
I  don't  say  this  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
fault  with  the  government,  but  because  I  think 
the  subject  is  large  enough  to  engross  all  the 
attention  of  those  who  are  in  the  management  of  it. 
The  gentleman  has  said  that  the  trouble  is  in  our 
tall  buildings.  Well,  let  us  have  three  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed to  solve  the  question  whether  we  can  protect 
tall  buildings,  and  if  we  cannot  let  some  one  tell  us 
so.  Again,  it  is  said  that  the  people  don't  want  a  fire 
commis»ion,  and  we  have  learned  hew  thought- 
lessly people  sign  petitions.  But  who  are  these 
men  whose  testimony  was  so  unanimous  in  fa- 
vor of  a  commission  but  those  who  lost  their 
hard-earned  fortunes,  the  accumulations  of 
years,  by  the  great  fire  of  the  ninth  of  November? 
But  even  if  this  commission  should  not  enhance  the 
safety  of  property  in  this  city,  I  should  believe  in  its 
establit-hment  for  the  establishment  of  confidence  in 
the  Fire  Department  of  Boston.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  there  is  a  great  want  of  confidence  in  the  people 
of  Boston,  and  it  is  injuring;  business,  increasing  the 
rates  of  insurance  and  keeping  capital  from  coming  to 
our  city.  It  is  imperilling  the  business  interests  of  the 
city,  and  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  do  something  to 
relieve  the  anxieties  of  the  people  upon  this  subject. 
I  think  we  should  establish  it  at  once,  and  in  that 
way  reestablish  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  city.  It  may  be  defeated 
here  or  not.  I  don't  know  how  the  vwte  will  be;  but, 
sir,  if  it  is,  I  believe  that  the  people  will  take  the 
subject  into  their  own  hands  and  make  it  one  of  the 
issues  in  the  next  municipal  election,  and  send  here 
men  who  will  establish  it.  Believing  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  establish  this  commission  at  once,  I  hope  the 
majority  report  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  asked  whether  an  amend- 
ment to  the  minority  report  would  be  in  order,  and 
the  President  said  it  would. 

Mr.  Mahan — Then  I  move  that  wherever  the  words 
"Board  of  Aldermen"  occur  in  italics  in  the  ordi- 
nance submitted  by  the  minority,  the  words  "City 
Council"  be  substituted,  so  that  the  City  Council 
and  not  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  shall  have  control  of 
the  department. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
has  done  me  the  honor  to  suggest  that  if  I  had  been 
livingin  the  time  of  the  Revolution  my  conservatism 
would  have  led  me  to  be  a  Tory,  Now,  my  objection 
to  this  commission  is  that  it  is  8iniple,dirtct  Toryism, 
and  the  majoritv  report  says  so  when  speaking  of 
standing  armies  as  repugnant  to  our  form  of  govern- 
ment and  citizens  look  upon  them  with  dis- 
trust. And  they  propose  to  go  back  to  Tory- 
ism, to  abandon  all  our  Republican  notions, 
to  abolish  all  our  town  meetings,  to  have 
a  city  government  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  business,  and  appoint  a  commission  permanent 
in  its  character  and  established  a  Tory  oligarchy  in 
the  place  of  Republicanism.  That  is  the  argument. 
I  am  on  the  Republican  side.  It  is  proposed  to  give 
our  men,  machinery  ana  money  to  three  men  who 
are  to  be  appointed,  one  each  year,  and  cannot  be 
removed  except  for  cause.  How  can  you  remove 
them  then?  The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  says 
they  can  be  removed  at  any  time  for  cause,  but 
you  cannot  remove  a  man  except  for  malfeas- 
ance in  office,  or  some  heinous  crime,  after  he  is 
once  appointed,  and  not  then  ^ntil  he  is  con- 
victed by  a  jury ;  so  that  it  is  coming  back  to  Tory- 
ism to  take  it  from  the  Mayor,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
look  after  the  city  property.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  suggested  the  other  night  that  it  was  taking 


it  out  of  politics.  The  objection  is  the  same  that 
was  urged  against  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in 
'Washinfiton,  vvho,  having  control  of  the  men  and 
means,  also  control  the  votes  of  the  men.  That  is 
the  collar  we  are  undertaking  to  put  aliout  our  necks. 
Men  who  cannot  be  removed,  except  for  malfeasance  iii 
oliice,  could  secure  a  majority  of  the  Citv  Government 
by  having  control  of  the  votes.  If  we  had  a  street  and 
police  commission,  why  jnst  before  election  you 
would  see  large  numbers  of  men  employed  and  great 
works  going  on  all  over  the  city,  and  your  hands 
bonnd  so  that  you  cannot  do  anything.  There  is 
Toryism.  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
minority  report  recommends  ev^ry  alteration  that 
the  majority  does  except  putting  it  out  of 
your  power  and  into  the  hands  of  those  that 
you  cannot  control.  You  have  said  that  we  have 
done  nothiug  for  the  protection  of  the  city. 
Have  n't  we  had  a  law  passed  tr.  prevent  Mansard 
roofs  being  constructed  so  that  the  city  shall  be  saved? 
Has  n't  everything  been  done  that  could  be  done?  I 
admit  that  I  am  a  little  conservative.  I  don't  expect 
to  get  up  a  panic  when  I  see  people  crying  in  the 
streets.  People  all  sign  petitions.  It  reminds  me  of 
.^sop's  fable  of  the  frogs  who  were  dissatisfied  with 
King  Log,  and  Jupiter  sent  them  a  stork  for  a  king, 
and  the  stork  ate  them  all  up.  The  moral  of  the  fa- 
ble is  to  caution  people  to  take  care  of  their  liber- 
ties. That  is  what  we  say.  Hold  oil  to  your  liber- 
ties, and  cure  your  Fire  Department  of  every  defect  at 
the  same  time.  Let  your  Chief-Engineer  be  nominated 
by  the  Mayor.  Establish  your  repair  shop,  appoint  a 
fire-marshal,  do  everything  you  can,  but  maintain 
control  over  the  department.  It  is  true  you  cannot 
run  a  railroad  without  a  board  of  directors,  but  hav- 
ing got  your  board,  your  president  and  engineers, 
you  wish  to  put  them  under  a  commission,  so  that  on 
this  principle  each  road  in  the  Commonwealth  shall 
be  under  a  commission.  You  have  a  commission 
now,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  it  is  responsi- 
ble to  the  City  Government. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IB — The  gentleman  seems  to 
have  found  that  a  commission  is  going  to  eat  people. 
It  takes  two  to  make  a  bargain.  The  city  cannot  be 
eaten  up  by  a  commission.  If  the  commission  be- 
comes corrupt  the  City  Council  can  repeal  the  ordi- 
nence.  But  I  don't  believe  that  they  are  going  to  be 
corrupt.  If  it  is,  why  have  almost  all  cities  in  the 
United  States  adopted  this  form  of  working  the 
department  and  wont  change  it?  He  proposes 
to  take  this  ordinance  up  in  detail.  Well, 
it  is  now  the  first  of  October,  and  by 
January  we  should  get  half  way  down  the  list, 
and  then  a  new  set  of  people  would  come  in  and  they 
would  have  to  go  over  it  all,  and  by  the  next  January 
they  might  get  three-quarters  done.  There  are  a 
great  many  things  in  this;  for  instance,  it  requires 
Clark's  linen  hose  to  be  placed  in  the  police  stations. 
Mr.  Clark  would  be  glad  to  have  this,  but  the  trouble 
is  there  are  others  who  make  linen  hose,  and  they 
would  doubtless  like  to  supply  their  style  too.  How 
would  the  gentleman  manage  a  law  case  if  he  had  to 
consult  every  Harvard  student  about  it?  We  are  not 
afraid  of  the  responsibility  of  recommending  the 
commission,  and  have  done  what  we  deeme>.  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city.  We  heard  all  the  argn,- 
ments,  and  gave  ample  time  for  the  remonstrants. 
The  gentleman  says  it  wcmid  n't  be  safe  to  put  this 
thing  into  untried  hands.  What  is  this  City  Govern- 
ment composed  of  but  untried  hands  every  year?  A 
commission  would  scon  be  masters  of  the  situation 
if  they  prove  to  be  such  men  as  i  suppose  we  should 
get.  Now  he  says  what  can  a  commission  do  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  cannot  do?  Well,  the  Board 
of  Health  has  investigated  5000  nuisance  cases, 
which  is  more  than  the  Aldermen  ever  did,  whether 
they  could  or  not.  They  know  that  the  public  is 
looking  after  them.  I  propose  that  the  City 
Government  shall  look  after  the  commissioners,  but 
I  would  have  every  important  department  managed 
by  three  men,  hired  to  look  after  details  and  do  the 
work.  I  don't  believe  in  so  many  bugbears.  If  the 
Aldermen  could  be  relieved  of  all  the  detail  and 
trouble  of  these  departments,  and  have  that  work 
done  by  men  hired  for  the  purpose,  you  could  get 
better  men  in  that  Board.  You  can't  get  the  best 
men  to  serve  as  Aldermen  now,  because  it  takes  so 
much  of  their  time.  We  are  not  always  prompt  at 
our  committee  meetin!?8.  We  can't  be.  The  gentle- 
man say^  he  has  heard  no  argument  in  f.ivor  of  a 
commis.-iwii.  I  certainly  have  heard  none  against  it. 
I  hi  pe  the,  minority  report  will  not  lie  suDstituted, 
and  I  hope  the  inajoriiy  repojt  will  be  adopted.  The 
pi'ople  deinanil  this  thing  and  the  press  are  a  unit  on 
it. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  who  last  spoke  has  struck  the  key  note  of 
this  question,  and  brought  us  right  back  to  the  real 
issue.    He  says  he  should  like  to  have  all   the  mat- 
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ters  of  the  City  Government  managed  by  commis- 
sions. Tliat  is  the  point.  I  fully  sympathize  with 
him  and  heartily  echo  his  sentiments  when  lie  says 
the  important  departments  should  be  managed  by 
commissions.  'I'he  details  should  be  managed  by 
hired  servants,  but  those  elected  from  year  to  year 
should  have  joint  supervision  of  them.  If  that  were 
the  case  we  should  get  a  better  class  of  men 
into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Coun- 
cil. It  seems  folly  to  argue  this  question 
further,  so  much  [having  been  said  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  urge  anything  liew  either 
for  or  against  it,  because  every  member  must  have 
made  up  hi-s  mind  by  this  time.  Still  it  may  be  well 
to  refer  to  one  thing  which  seems  to  me  is  of  the 
most  vital  importance  in  this  contideration.  That  is 
the  fact  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  advocated  the 
minority  report  with  great  ability  have  all  appealed 
to  our  pride  as  members  of  this  body,  and  threatened 
or  rather  warned  ue  that  we  were  losing  our  preroga- 
tive in  letting  slip  the  right  to  manage  the  various 
departments  of  the  City  Government.  It  is  a  fact 
that  every  one  of  us  will  not  deny,  that  we  cannot 
properly  attend  to  the  city's  business.  We 
come  here  without  pay  and  devote  all  the 
time  we  can  to  our  business,  and  go  away  from 
City  Hall  feeling  tliat  we  have  not  properly  done  our 
duty.  What  is  the  result?  It  is  n't  pleasant  to  con- 
template, but  the  eflicient  clerk  of  the  committees, 
and  the  heads  of  departments  have  more  influence  in 
the  committees  than  many  of  us  would  like  to  ac- 
knowledge. Many  of  the  petitioners  know  that  as 
well  as  we  do.  Every  year  sends  a  new  set  of  men 
into  this  and  the  coordinate  body.  The  President  of 
the  Council  does  the  best  he  can  in  making  up  the 
committees;  he  must  take  the  material  furnished 
him  by  the  voters.  In  some  instances  we  know 
that  the  very  best  men  are  not  furnished. 
They  are  utterly  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  as- 
signed them  the  lirst  year.  It  takes  a  year  to 
learn  how  to  act  properly,  and  it  is  our  experience 
that  the  old  members  and  the  very  able  clerk  of  com- 
mittees do  the  most  of  the  work,  and  I  fear  had  we 
not  such  an  able  clerli  our  business  would  not  be  so 
well  done  as  it  is.  In  saying  this  I  do  not  mean  to 
reflect  upon  members  of  the  Council.  We  devote 
much  valuable  time  to  the  city's  business.  But  our 
minds  are  on  our  private  affairs  and  the  city's  inter- 
ests are  not  properly  attended  to,  which  was  proba- 
bly not  so  all  the  time.  When  the  city  was  under  a 
town  government  the  selectmen  could  talk  matters 
over  at  their  tables.  We  have  outgrown  many  of 
the  institutions  as  at  first  organized.  We  have 
grown  into  an  immense  municipality,  and  it  is  sim- 
ply impossible  for  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
to  deal  justly  with  the  afl'airs  of  the  departments. 
We  have  to  have  paid  clerks  and  heads  of  departments 
to  attend  to  details.  If  I  understand  this  plan  it  is 
to  get  the  best  talent,  to  obtain  men  who  will  devote 
their  best  knowleilge  to  serve  the  city  in  this  direc- 
tion. It  has  been  said  that  it  will  deprive  us 
of  great  power,  that  we  will  be  bound  hand 
and  foot.  Now  we  do  give  the  details  and 
hire  them  done.  But  we  are  at  the  head 
of  the  machine.  We  hold  the  sinews  of 
war  iu  the  purse  strings.  They  must  report  to  us. 
That  we  do  not  propose  to  give  up.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  speaks  very  eloquently  of  the  people 
and  of  defending  their  liberties.  This  comes  right 
home  here.  Shall  we  have  business  done  by  prop- 
erly paid  commissions  who  will  give  attention  to  the 
subject?  I  do  not  pretend  to  reflect  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment. But  those  arrangements  which  formerly 
existed  under  a  small  city  cannot  do  the  work  of 
what  is  now  called  Boston.  The  Board  of  Aldermen 
is  composed  of  good  men,  but  the  number  of  good 
men  who  can  be  obtained  is  small.  Unless 
we  adopt  some  plan  to  get  rid  of  caring  for  the  de- 
partments, we  shall  drive  good  men  from  the  City 
Government  and  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  men  who 
have  no  employment,  who  are  making  a  profession  of 
politics,  or  of  old  fossils  who  should  be  laid  upon  the 
shelf.  There  is  danger  of  drifting  to  this  extreme, 
and  it  is  too  much  to  expect  of  men  who  are  not  paid 
for  their  time.  The  work  is  not  attended  to  properly 
and  will  not  be.  In  saying  this  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect 
upon  any  members  of  the  committees.  I  believe  we 
do  work  hard  and  save  the  city  money  by  our  care 
of  its  interests.  But  iu  my  opinion  it  often 
happens  that  we  see  the  necessity  of  more 
investigation.  But  still  we  have  a  great  deal  to  do, 
which  takes  a  great  amount  of  time  and  which  keeps 
us  busy.  I  hope  that  this  minority  report  will  not 
prevail,  and  that  we  shall  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
the  eight  thousand  pel itioners,  and  appoint  a  com- 
mission. If  they  did  not  know  what  they  were  sign- 
ing, they  knew  that  something  was  wrong  and  radi- 
cally wrong,  that  there  is  so  much  to  do  unless  we 


have  a  paid  commission  our  business  will  be  tenibly 
neglected. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  .5—1  did  not  propose  to  be 
drawn  into  this  discussion,  but  preferred  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment should  submit  their  views  to  this  Council  But 
the  committee  are  not  unanimous,  and  as  (me  mem- 
ber of  this  body  I  desire  to  give  ray  reasons  lor  my 
voce.  Both  reports  have  been  ably  presented, 
and  there  is  something  good  in  each.  But  I  can- 
not agree  entirely  with  either  one  or  the  other. 
Therefore  I  must  act  for  myself,  and  for  this 
reason  made  the  amendment  to  the  minority  re- 
port that  I  did.  I  also  propose  another  amendment 
to  section  24,  where  it  says  the  Board  of  Engineers 
shall  be  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
I  propose  that  the  words  'City  Council"  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  "Board  of  Aldermen."  I  do  this  not 
for  the  purpose  of  distracting  attention  from  the 
merits  of  either  of  the  reports,  but  to  test  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Council  in  that  matter.  I  propose  to  be 
thoroughly  democratic;  to  put  the  responsibility 
where  it  should  rest,  not  with  one  branch  of  the  City 
Government  but  with  the  City  Council  who  are  directly 
responsible  to  the  people.  I  think  the  minority 
report  is  made  better  by  this  amendment.  The 
question  is,  whether  a  commission  shall  take  the 
place  of  the  present  system,  or  whether  we  shall 
go  on  and  rectify  any  mistakes  that  have  been 
made,  and  whether  we  are  able  to  adopt  these 
measures,  or  allow  the  department  to  go 
into  file  hands  of  three  men.  The  last  speaker  said  the 
member  from  Ward  16  struck  the  key  note.  If  that 
is  the  idea  the  quicker  we  centralize  power  the  better. 
Abolish  the  City  Council  and  Mayor  and  centralize 
power  in  the  commissions.  The  more  talk  you  hear 
of  this  commission  the  more  you  see  the  cat  in  the 
meal.  We  have  men  who  talk  about  salary  grab  and 
Credit  Mobilier;  they  are  the  very  men  who  put  their 
hands  into  the  city  treasury  and  enrich  the  commis- 
sions. I  believe  in  ref(U'm,  and  the  man  that  would 
Lave  turned  out  every  commission  in  this 
State  was  defeated  by  the  same  men  who 
are  advocating  commissions.  They  are  talk- 
ing of  reform,  but  do  not  mean  it.  We 
are  drifting  into  Toryism,  and  it  was  Toryism 
that  defeated  the  man  who  favored  reform.  People 
who  signed  those  petitions  didn't  know  what  they 
were  signing.  Responsibility  amounts  to  nothing  if 
you  are  on  the  side  of  the  Tories.  I  believe  in 
dealing  with  matters  which  come  before  this  Board 
in  the  light  of  reason,  and  if  I  cast  my  vote  I  shall 
give  my  reason  for  it.  It  is  n't  because  a  pre^'ident 
of  an  insurance  company  wants  me  to  vote.  Threats 
have  gone  out  that  men  could  not  be  returned  to 
this  Council  unless  they  vote  foracommis^il)n.  Where 
ic  your  respectability?  Are  your  Jay  Cooke's  and 
Clewses  more  competent  to  decide  itiis  matter  than 
we? 

Gentlemen  have  been  in  the  Fire  Department  who 
don't  climb  ladders  with  kid  iiloves.  They  don't 
stand  ofl['aud  say,  "If  1  had  charge  of  this  matter  how 
I  could  manage  it."  The  Fire  Department  of  Boston 
is  the  best  in  the  country.  A  gentleman  has  referred 
to  the  loafers  and  fossils,  but  my  experience  of  com- 
missions is  there  is  considerable  of  fossilii^m  about 
them.  It  is  certainly  a  cumbersome  institution  at  the 
present  time.  We  have  three  gentlemen  on  the 
Board  of  Health  drawirg  money  from  the  treasury, 
when  they  might  be  in  better  business.  I  believe 
the  Board  of  Health  is  a  failure.  It  is  a  paid  com- 
mission, and  ought  to  be  abolished.  Instead  of  in- 
stituting new  commissions,  we  ought  to  get  rid  of 
some  we  have.  All  the  good  argument  that  has 
been  used  for  a  comniissi(m  is  in  the  minority  re- 
port. What  is  needed  are  two  fire-marshals  confirm 
ed  by  the  City  Council,  men  who  can  be  removed  at 
pleasure.  But  we  want  no  more  commissions.  If 
we  are  to  have  them,  let  u-s  aholish  this  City  Gov- 
ernmen:,  and  set  up  that  which  the  people  have 
said  they  would  not  tolerate. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14—1  don't  think  it  possible  for 
any  member  of  the  City  Council  to  have  a  deeper  in- 
terest in  th*^  Fire  Department  than  myself— that  in- 
terest that  will  make  the  department  the  best,  ever 
known.  Knowing  the  workings  of  the  department 
as  only  one  can  who  has  been  an  active  member,  I 
feel  that  I  know  its  wants,  weakness  and  failings  as 
well  as  any  member  of  this  body.  I'he  Board  of 
C"mmissioners,  appointed  to  inve.'^ligate  the  cause  of 
the  November  fire,  accorded  all  praise  lo  the  fire- 
men, and  well  they  might,  for  I  fully  believe  that 
no  city  or  State  has  a  superior  force  in  regard 
to  intelligence,  ahi  itv,  fidelity  to  duty  and  bravery. 
And  yet,  the  majority  of  the  <;ommittee  on 
Reorganization  tell  us  we  have  not  the  drilled, 
disciplined  and  trained  professional  skill  in  ihe 
men   now    that   we    should    have    if    we    were   all 
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a  regular  department.  And  in  support  they  refer  to 
the  testimony  of  ex  Alderman  Fitch,  who  was  nine 
years  in  the  Hand-Engine  Department,  eight  and  one- 
half  of  which  he  was  foreman.  On  his  and  similar 
testimonies  they  have  made  their  report.  With  all 
due  regard  to  the  ex-Alderman,  in  old  hand-engine 
times  only  abont  one-tenth  of  the  members  were 
firemen — the  third  foreman  and  those  on  the  leading 
hose.  The  foremen  and  those  who  worked  the 
brakes  of  the  engine  certainly  were  not  as  good 
judges  of  fighting  fires  as  those  who  today  look  at 
the  same  from  the  sidewalk.  Today  all  firemen  are 
firemen,  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  and  those  who 
say  that  the  present  men  do  not  fight  tires  as  bravely 
and  as  skilfully,  and  from  the  inside  of  buildings, 
state  what  cannot  be  substantiated  by  facts,  as  any 
one  who  will  investigate  at  succeeding  tires  will  be 
convinced  to  the  contrary.  Previous  to  the  fire  of 
November  9th,  what  body  of  men  commanded  the 
confidence  of  the  community  more  than  the  Boston 
Fire  Department?  Was  it  not  always  acknowledged 
that  the  Chief-Engineer  and  his  assistants  were  mas- 
ters of  their  business,  that  our  firemen  were  equal  to 
any  emergency  and  able  to  cope  with  any  fire?  Un- 
fortunately the  confidence  was  so  strong  that  any 
requests  made  for  additional  apparatus  or  for  an  in- 
creased water  supply  passed  by  unheeded,  and  the 
chief  of  the  department  was  often  told  that  he  was 
trying  to  magnify  his  department  in  asking  for  what 
he  and  his  assistants  weil  knew  was  urgently  de- 
manded. And  I  well  know  that  when  the  alarm  rang 
out  from  certain  boxes,  it  carried  terror  and  anxiety 
■to  the  ofiicers  and  members  of  the  department,  they 
well  knowing  what  the  chances  were  to  stop  the  de- 
-youring  element  with  their  facilities  should  it  attain 
a  great  headwav. 

My  eloquent  friend  and  statistician  from  Ward  5  has 
endeavored  to  show  by  figures  the  increased  expense 
of  the  Fire  Department  as  compared  with  other  cities, 
but  his  figures  will  not  bear  analysis.  In  City  Docu- 
ument  No.  107  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
presented  a  table  of  expenditures  of  the  different  tire 
departments.  I  hope  every  member  has  carefully 
read  it.  I  have  prepared  a  few  tigures,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, which  I  think  show  that  our  department  has 
admirably  managed  all  fires,  as  the  following  table 
will  show: 

No.  of      Total      Loss  at 

Name.  Date.  Fires.      Loss,     eacli  tire. 

Chicago From  1866  to  1869      1,478       $479,940    $5,737  00 

St.  Louis.  "  18B8tol872  797  3,7(il,400  4,664  00 
New  York..  "  1866  to  187i!  7,1:«  26,247,154  3  68125 
Philadelpliia  "  1871  to  1873  l,•^40  3,635,963  2,932  25 
Boston '■       1866  to  1872      2  712      4,725,953      1,742  60 

This  statement  does  not  include  the  loss  by  the 
great  fire  m  Chicago  or  the  loss  by  the  fire  of  Norem- 
ber  9,  and  only  part  of  the  loss  of  November  10.  All 
of  the  above  departments  were  and  are  now  under 
a  board  of  fire  commissioners  except  St.  Louis  and 
Boston.  To  attempt  to  change  the  ordinance  (a  relic 
of  old  hand-engine  times)  was  only  to  meet  with  re- 
buff, as  it  lias  always  been  said  that  it  has  worked 
well  and  there  was  no  need  of  a  change.  Allowing 
that  the  fires  of  November  9  and  May  30  had  not  hap- 
pened and  the  committee  had  reported  expedient  to 
place  an  engine  and  ladder  company  on  Fort  Hill, 
would  it  not,  as  had  been  previously  the  case  in 
another  locality,  have  been  voted  inexpedient  ? 
Would  not  the  press  (even  had  the  order  been  passed 
favorably)  sent  forth  in  their  strongest  manner  their 
denunciation  of  uncalled-for  expendi;ures? 

Again,  if  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  pre- 
vious to  last  November  had  asked  the  City  Council 
to  pass  an  ordinance  giving  the  right  of  way  to 
engines  going  to  a  fire,  I  think  it  very  doubtful  if  it 
would  have  been  passed,  as  I  am  led  to  believe  from 
the  following  article  taken  from  the  Boston  Journal 
of  April  21st,  1871,  viz.: 

"An  alarm  of  fire  sounds;  before  the  location  of 
the  tire  is  indicated  a  second  time,  from  steam  tire 
engine  houses  and  hose  houses  the  machines  dart 
out,  drawn  by  one,  two  and  three  horses.  The  gongs 
are  sounded'  to  clear  the  way  for  these  rolling  fire 
annihilators.  It  may  be  a  large  warehouse  stocked 
with  valuable  goods,  or  it  may  be  a  feather- 
bed in  Mrs.  Mulloney's  attic,  which  is  the 
cause  of  all  this  commotion.  The  firemen 
are  equally  anxious  to  be  in  season.  If  Hose 
JTo.  2  should  get  a  stream  on  sixteen  seconds 
before  Hose  No.  .3,  the  pride  of  the  fireman's  heart 
wi'Uld  be  touched.  The  engines  and  hook  and  lad- 
der carriages  dash  on  at  a  fearful  rate  of  speed, 
through  crowded  thoroughfares  and  narrow  streets. 
Human  life,  horseflesh  and  vehicles  appear  to  be  of 
liitle  consequence,  and  so  far  as  there  is  any  evi- 
dence, the  whole  material  of  our  streets,  animate  and 
Inanimate,  may  go  to  everlasting  smash,  so   that  En- 

fiiie  No,  100  can  outstrip  Engine  No.  200  in  the  race, 
t  is  a  source  of  surprise  to  every  one  that  some  acci- 


dent has  not  happened  before  this.  There  was  no 
intent,  of  course,  on  the  part  of  the  driver  of  the 
hook  and  ladder  carriage  to  in.iure  any  one,  but  the 
city  authorities  are  retponsibie  for  permitting  this 
species  of  insanity,  which  seizes  tiremen  whenever 
there  is  an  alarm  of  tire,  to  continue  unchecked.  It 
is  supposed  that  our  Steam  Fire  Department  is  so 
scattered  throughout  the  city  that  no  section  is  left 
unprotected,  and  there  is  no  spot  so  far  distant  from 
an  engine  that  it  may  not  be  reached  in  five  minutes. 
Where  then  is  the  necessity  for  this  reckless  haste, 
when  not  one-half  of  the  engines  which  attend  a  ma- 
jority of  the  fires  ever  put  on  a  stream?" 

Since  last  November  the  people  have  realized  that 
the  Fire  Department  is  one  of  the  most  important 
departments  under  the  control  of  the  Government, 
and  that  its  growth  has  not  been  in  keeping  with  the 
increased  demands.  We  have  been  lead  to  believe 
that  the  department  were  equal  to  any  and  all  emer- 
gencies. And  the  commanding  officer,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, equal  to  any.  And  in  support  of  this  statement 
I  need  only  to  refer  to  a  very  few  paragraphs  from 
our  own  papers.  The  Boston  Transcript  of  February 
14,  1871,  says— 

"The  unanimous  reelection  of  John  S.  Damrell  as 
Chief-Engineer  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  is  a 
deserved  compliment  to  his  efficiency  and  rare  admin- 
istrative ability. ^^ 

On  the  same  date  the  Boston  Post  has  the  follow- 
ing article: 

The  Fire  Department.  The  Board  of  Aldermen 
paid  our  excellent  Chief-Engineer,  John  S.  Damrell, 
a  well-deserved  compliment  Monday  by  unanimously 
reelecting  him  for  another  year;  under  his  adminis- 
tration the  department  has  reached  a  degree  of  disci- 
pline and  efficiency  which  puts  it  at  the  head  of  fire 
departments  in  this  country,  and  makes  it  a  credit  to 
the  city.  No  better  evidence  of  its  efficiency  is  needed 
than  the  splendid  manner  in  which  it  handled  the 
fire  at  the  Adelphi  Theatre  a  week  or  two  since.  Our 
citizens  have  abundant  reason  for  feeling  proud  of 
the  Fire  Department  of  Boston." 

And  the  Post  of  Feb.  8,  1871,  says— 

"The  generosity  of  Messrs.  Hovey  &  Co.  is  a'ike 
creditable  to  that  enterprising  firm  and  to  the  repu- 
tation which  our  Fire  Department  so  deservedly 
holds.  There  is  no  branch  of  the  public  service  re- 
quiring more  vigilance,  endurance,  promptness  and 
hard  work  than  that  department,  or  in  which  more 
energy  and  real  ability  is  displayed.  The  Fire  De- 
partment of  Boston  is  an  institution  in  which  we 
have  both  pride  and  satisfaction,  on  account  of  the 
able  manner  in  which  its  duties  are  performed,  and 
the  undoubted  security  which  it  afibrds  every  citizen. 
Both  in  its  management  and  in  the  details  of  its 
practical  workings,  where  each  man's  individual  ex- 
ertion tells,  it  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  In  making  so 
liberal  a  contribution  to  the  charitable  fund  of  the 
department,  Messrs.  Hovey  &  Co.  have  shown  a  gen- 
erous appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  service  which 
hard-working  men  render  the  community,  which 
every  citizen  will  heartily  indorse,  and  which  will 
deubtle  s  be  gratefully  remembered  by  those  to 
whom  this  contribution  will  be  of  the  greatest  value 
because  elicited  by  the  bravery,  integrity  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  firemen  of  Boston." 

Many  more  of  the  same  kind  I  could  read  if  neces- 
sary. I  well  know,  Mr.  President,  that  many 
changes  can  be  made  in  the  government  of  the  de- 
partment that  will  add  to  its  efficiency;  and  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  (City 
Doc.  No.  43)  part  of  such  changes  are  recommended. 

In  the  minority  report  they  eay — 

"The  majority  tell  us  the  things  they  want  done; 
they  desire  to  appoint  a  commission  to  do  them. 
Will  the  commissioners  do  these  things?  We  don't 
know.  If  we  are  agreed  as  to  what  should  be  done, 
why  not  do  the  things  we  are  agreed  ought  lo  be 
done?  And  then  we  shall  be  sure  they  are  done,  and 
done  quickly  and  cheaply.  Why  put  an  additional 
expense  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  upon  our  taxpayers,  when  by  a  little  extra 
labor  we  can  save  it  all,  and  get  exactly  what  we  are 
agreed  we  want;  certainly,  what  we  are  asked  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  do?" 

Did  not  the  commissioners  of  the  November  tire 
report  that  the  engines  were  in  good  order,  that  the 
hose  was  generally  excellent?  What  could  a  board 
of  lire  commissioners  do  more  than  keep  the  appar- 
atus in  good  condition  and  ready  for  use?  Iiisnot 
proposed  for  them  to  fight  fires,  and  I  would  ask  if 
this  Council  is  not  fully  competent  to  judge  who  are 
capable  of  tighting  fires  as  well  as  any  three  men 
that  may  be  appointed?  And  how  far,  in  case  of 
failure  of  any  of  the  men  they  may  appoint,  does  the 
responsibility  rest?  Do  we  propose  to  put  them  un- 
der bonds  that  no  fires  shall  occur  in  this  city?  The 
whole  thing  is  absurd.  It  is  simply  that  some  one 
wants  a  commission,  and  for  what?    To  do  just  what 
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the  commissioners  say  was  well  done — everything 
ket>t  up  to  tne  maximum.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be 
generally  known  that  on  Sunday  morning,  November 
10,  a  corps  of  mechanics  from  Manchester  was  at 
work,  and  they  brought  with  them  link-blocks, 
springs,  leathers,  valves,  etc.,  to  repair  all  damages 
that  occurred  the  previous  night.  And  on  Monday 
night,  November  11,  the  whole  department  was  in  as 
good  working  order  as  at  any  time  since  its 
organizalion.  Could  a  board  of  commissioners 
do  more?  It  is  claimed  by  some  gentlemen  that  they 
want  some  one  who  is  responsible  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Fire  Deoartment.  We  can  satisfy  them 
if  that  is  all  they  want  by  having  the  Mayor,  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  President  of  the 
Common  Council  added  to,  or  having  them  a  part  of 
said  committee.  We  can  do  all  that  a  board  of  com- 
missioners can  possibly  do,  and  can  make  the  Fire 
Department  as  complete  in  efficiency  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  it.  It  has  been  argued  that  we  must  have  the 
men  always  ready  for  duty  at  the  several  houses.  I 
believe,  in  the  business  portion  of  the  city  where  the 
men  are  likely  to  be  away  during  the  day,  and  at 
night  where  they  will  be  obliged  to  sleep  on  the  ex- 
treme outskirts,  we  should  employ  peimanent  men, 
and  I  would  do  more;  I  would  divide  the  city 
into,  say  six  districts,  in  each  of  which  I  would  have 
an  assistant-engineer  appointed  permanently,  whose 
"duty  it  would  be  to  have  the  entire  charge  of  the 
men  in  thai  district,  to  examine  all  places  where  com- 
bustible materials  are  stored,  and  to  make  himself 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  construction  of  all  build- 
ings, and  to  post  himself  in  the  best  way  to  attack 
fires,  occur  where  they  may.  I  would  have  them  re- 
port to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  at  their 
regular  meetings  every  two  weeks,  and  there  make 
such  suggestions  and  reports  as  will  in  their  judg- 
ment be  for  the  interest  aild  safety  of  the  inhabitants 
in  their  several  districts.  The  commissioners,  if  ap- 
pointed, will  (for  they  will  be  obliged  to  do  as  the 
majority  recommend  it)  make  the  whole  department 
a  permanent  force;  this  will  increase  the  expenses 
over  the  present  cost  $353,029  50  over  that  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
$315,580  75,  an  amount  1  think  uncalled  for.  I  don't 
think  the  people  today  are  in  favor  of  commission- 
ers. We  now  have  the  health,  public  institutions. 
Mount  Hope,  water,  City  Hospital,  ferries.  Public 
Library  and  streets  under  commissioners, — all  are  too 
far  lemoved  from  the  people.  After  the  commission- 
ers are  appointed  they  can  snap  their  Angers  at  the 
■wishes  of  the  people.  If  we  are  to  have  commis- 
sioners, let  it  be  done  by  the  vote  of  the  citizens; 
and  at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  I  think  it  proper  to 
state  what  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  have 
done  since  November  last,  as  it  is  often  stated  that 
they  have  done  nothing  to  increase  its  efficiency. 
They  have  located  a  steam  lire  engine  on  Northamp- 
ton street,  one  on  Parker  street,  one  on  Washington 
square,  one  horse  hose  company  on  Fourth  street, 
one  hook  and  ladder  company  on  Washington  square; 
have  changed  some,  and  are  constantly  hav- 
ing the  horse  hose  carriages  altered  so  as  to 
convey  the  firemen  to  the  fires — have  placed  horse 
hose  carriages  to  run  in  connection  with  Engine  com- 
panies Nos.  4,  7  and  8,  and  will  locate  steam  fire  en- 
gines on  Mason  street  and  Warren  street,  as  soon  as 
the  houses  are  completed;  they  have  also  ordered 
horse  hose  carriages  to  be  manufactured  to  run  in 
connection  with  all  of  the  engines  in  place  of  the 
small  tender  now  drawn  behind.  I  concur  in  the  re- 
commendation for  a  repair  shop  submitted  by  the 
minority.  I  heartily  advocated'  that  in  committee 
last  year.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
in  regard  to  insurance,  I  have  it  from  the  presidents 
of  two  companies  that  the  rates  in  Boston  are  no 
larger  than  in  any  other  city.  I  only  hope,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  all  will  vote  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  conscience,  and  not  do  as  one  of  the  ma- 
jority Committee  on  Keorganization  told  me  only  a 
short  time  ago,  that  he  thought  the  Fire  Department 
was  all  right,  that  the  officers  were  competent,  and 
it  was  well  managed,  but  the  people  or  press  was  de- 
manding a  change,  and  he  was  willing  to  cater  to 
their  wishes. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  calls  my  attention  to  figures.  I  am 
very  glad  to  have  him  do  so.  When  I  can't  answer 
his  figures  then  I  will  give  up  the  argument.  I  shall 
not  undertake  to  controvert  a  single  statement  that 
he  has  made.  He  gives  me  credit  of  being  a  statisti- 
cian and  haviugpresentedsome  figures  which  may  be 
unanswerable  and  have  been  denied  here.  I  desire 
to  read  a  response  to  a  letter  of  mine  from  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts. 

Mr.  Shaw  read  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  inquiring  if  the  statistics  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Fire  Department,  presented  at  the 
last  meeting  by  Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3,  or  those  given 


by  Mr.  Shaw  at  the  previous  meeting  were  correct. 
The  reply  was  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston,  City  Hall,        | 
Office  of  Auditor  of  Accounts,  Sept.  29,  1873.  J 

Oeorge  A.  Shaw  :  Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  yours  of 
this  date,  I  would  state  that  the  statistics  are  correct 
in  conformity  with  your  request.  As  regards  those 
of  Mr.  Wells,  I  can- only  saj  that  they  were  not  com- 
piled in  this  office,  and  the  method  of  the  compiler  as 
to  what  is  contained  in  the  figures  in  reference  to  ex- 
penses, I  cannot  say. 

Yours  truly, 

Ai.rRED  T.  Turner,  Auditor. 

Mr.  Shaw— Sa  much  for  the  denial  that  my  figures 
are  correct.  Now,  while  I  am  on  my  feet,  I  want  to 
add  a  few  more  words  because  information  has  come 
tome  today  which  has  determined  me  to  make  this 
statement.  I  want  to  give  the  percentage  of  increase 
of  expenditures  of  the  Fire  Department  from  1860  to 
1873  on  the  basis  of  Mr.  Wells's  figures,  which  I  now 
quote.  Mr.  Wells  takes  from  1860-bl  to  1872-73,  while 
1  carefully  stated  that  1872-73,  with  iiS  enormous  ex- 
penditures, was  excluded  from  mine.  By  the  calcu- 
lation of  Mr.  Wells  he  given  the  expense  of  the  de- 
partment in  1872-73  as  $005,310  99,  avoiding  the  ex- 
pense of  the  fire  alarm  which  is  as  much  part  and 
parcel  of  the  department  as  a  wheel  is  a  part  of  a 
coach. 

Carefully  avoiding  the  extraordinary  expendit- 
ures of  1872-3,  I  take  the  amount  included  there- 
in, exclusive  of  $137,000,  which  Mr.  Wells 
claimed  as  extraordinary,  of  1872-73,  and  we 
have  an  increase  on  the  cost  of  the  department  of 
340  per  cent.,  while  all  I  claimed  by  my  figures  is  317 
per  cent.  If  Mr.  Wells's  figures  prove  anything  they 
prove  too  much.  He  makes  the  increase  340  per  cent, 
instead  of  317.  If  gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind  that 
the  increased  amount  of  population  is  but  fifty-five 
per  cent.,  and  the  increase  in  valuation  of  taxable 
property  is  only  147  per  cent.,  and  the  increase  in 
loss  by  fire  144  per  cent.,  you  will  see  the  enormous 
difference  in  the  cost  of  the  department,  which  has 
increased  340  per  cent,  according  to  Mr.  Wells's  fig- 
ures. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  remind  the  gentle- 
man that  the  hour  (half- past  ten)  has  arrived  at  which 
the  Council  has  voted  to  take  a  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  would  ask  permission  to  give  a  few 
more  figures. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  gentleman 
be  allowel  five  minutes  to  close  in. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  understand  there  are  other 
gentlemeu  wno  desire  to  be  heard  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  Dean — I  move  the  time  be  extended  to  eleven 
o'clock,  when  the  vote  shall  betaken. 

Carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  23   or  to  17  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  been  inquired  of  by  many 
persons  in  regard  to  the  figures  concerning  the  city 
of  London,  read  at  the  last  meeting,  and  he  had  for- 
tunately received  a  report  from  Colonel  Henderson, 
the  Commissioner  of  Police  for  the  metropolis  of 
London.  From  this  he  found  the  number  of  houses 
built  in  London  last  year  was  five  times  as  many  as 
there  are  in  Boston  today.  Between  the  years  1849 
and  1872,  inclusive,  254,876  houses  were  built  in  Lon- 
don, so  that  the  proportion  between  London  and 
Boston,  today,  is  about  400,000  against  thirty-one 
thousand  and  perhaps  five  hundred  in  Boston- 
London  has  twelve  times  as  many  inhabitants 
as  Boston,  eight  times  as  much  area,  and 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  times  as  many 
houses  as  Boston.  And  yet  the  amount  appropriated 
l^st  year,  and  expended  for  the  purpose  of  a  Fire 
Department  in  London,  was  only  about  $340,000,  and 
the  amount  appropriated  this  year  is  about  $3.50,000, 
while  we  have  appropriated  this  year  $550,000.  At 
the  rate  we  are  going  on  unless  more  economy  is 
used  in  tne  purchases  for  the  Fire  Department,  and 
unless  there  is  more  responsibility  given  to  or  taken 
by  somebody,  or  exercised  by  some  parties,  I  think 
we  shall  run  over  $550,000.  I  have  been  trying  for 
some  time  to  get  at  facts.  Complaints  have  been 
made  to  me  that  certain  expenditures  were  made 
for  apparatus  purchased  at  figures  higher 
than  the  market  price.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  letter  to  show  why  I  have  been 
doing  so.  Mr.  Shaw  then  read  a  letter  from  a  mer- 
chant, whose  name  he  declined  to  give,  stating  that 
one  thousand  feet  of  eight-ply  hose  was  sold  to  an 
outside  party  for  77^  cents  a  foot,  which  was  imme- 
diately afterward  resold  to  the  Fire  Department  at 
$1  25  per  foot.  The  writer  also  thought  that  grave 
mistakes  had  been  made  in  the  kind  of  hose  used. 
In    reply   to  another    letter  from  Mr.  Shaw  the  same 

gentleman    wrote  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  the 
ose  above  mentioned  had  passed  though  the  hands 
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of  two  or  three  parties  before  reaching  the  city,  but 
he  declined  giving  the  name  of  the  party  to  whom 
it  was  sold.  Now,  continued  Mr.  Shaw,  I  have 
been  bluifed  at  every  quarter  in  getting  infor- 
mation. Long  and  frequent  correspondence  with 
officials  had  elicited  no  direct  replies,  only  evasive 
answers.  At  the  proper  time  I  have  a  communica- 
tion to  make  to  the  City  Government,  though  as  at 
present  advised,  I  will  not  now  charge  corrupt  ion  upon 
any  one.  But  I  do  assert  there  is  at  least  unlimited 
license  about  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Fire  Department.  While  that  is  the  case  I  find  mem- 
bers of  the  department  about  City  Hall  making  their 
trades  and  bargains  to  defeat  this  measure  bet~ore  us. 
I  charge  no  man  at  present  on  the  committee  with 
corruption;  but  there  have  been  men  on  the  com- 
mittee for  whom  I  cannot  say  so  much.  In  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  Shaw  hoped  the  substitution  of  the  minori- 
ty report  would  be  defeated. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  wish  to  speak  briefly  and 
explain  my  reasons  for  voting  against  a  commission. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  stated  in  substance  that 
he  had  adopted  the  sentiment  of  the  man  who  said 
•'I  know  ©f  no  way  to  judge  of  the  future  but  by 
the  past."  I  too  have  adopted  that  sentiment;  and 
judging  from  the  past  what  can  we  expect  of  the 
future.  I  regret  exceedingly  the  necessity  which 
compels  me  to  speak  plainly  of  some  of  the  com- 
missions which  have  had  charge  of  the  inter- 
ests of  our  city.  I  will  allude  to  the  work 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  From 
the  time  Mr.  Ticknor  and  Mr.  Everett  left  that  board 
there  was  a  sad  tendency  to  hoard  books,  and  keep 
them  from  the  people.  At  the  time  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  remove  the  library  to  the  extreme 
northwestern  portion  r  f  the  city,  near  Brookline,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  it  a  place  of  retirement,  and 
of  depriving  the  people  of  the  liberty  of  using  it,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Boston  was  the  only  man  who 
appeared  before  the  Committee  of  .the  Legislature 
to  oppose  that  scheme.  He  did  it  for  the 
interests  of  the  people.  The  trustees  in  advocating 
their  cause  before  the  legislative  committee  to  deter- 
mine on  a  site  for  the  library  stated  the  great  advan- 
tage it  would  be  to  the  students  and  the  professors 
•of  Harvard  College  if  the  library  was  placed  nearer 
that  instil  ution,  forgetting  wholly  the  interests  of 
the  people  and  the  fact  that  the  poor  people  of 
Boston  would  be  compelled  to  go  a  mile  or  more 
through  summer  heat  and  winter  snows  to  reach 
the  advantages  intended  for  them.  The  trustees 
at  that  time  learned  that  they  must  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  public  sentiment  of  the  people, 
and  from  that  date  to  this  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
they  have  endeavored  to  popularize  the  institution 
and  circulate  the  books  for  the  benefit  of  the  class  of 
people  for  whom  they  were  provided.  The  Boston 
Fire  Department  has  been  pretty  severely  criticised; 
but  has  any  one  of  our  number  heard  one  word 
against  the  Water  Board  of  the  city  of  Boston  who, 
in  my  opinion,  are  more  to  blame  for  the  spread  and 
extent  of  the  fire  of  November  9th  than  any  of  the 
other  boards  which  have  been  criticised  for  in- 
efficiency. On  the  sixteenth  of  June  last  I 
had  the  honor  to  offer  an  amendment  to  an 
order  calling  upon  the  Water  Board  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  as  soon  as  possible  what 
alterations  in  the  water  pipes  and  hydrants  would  be 
required  to  furnish  an  adequate  supply  of  water  to 
the  city  for  all  necessary  purposes.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  their  report.  They  submit  to  the  Council  the 
report  of  the  City  Engineer,  who  recommends 
that  not  less  than  six  miles  of  twenty-inch  pipe, 
two  of  six-inch,  five  of  twelve-inch  and  five  of 
six-inch  are  required  in  the  city  proper,  eight 
of  twelve-inch,  three  of  eight-inch  and  two  of 
six-inch  in  Bast  and  South  Boston;  more  than 
a  mile  of  twenty-four-inch,  one  of  eight-inch  and  one 
of  six  inch,  in  Eoxbury— in  all  more  than  thirteen 
miles— to  make  alterations  to  afford  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  water  to  the  city  of  Boston.  Now  in  regard  to 
the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  I  believe  that  no 
recommenaations  of  theirs  for  years  in  regard  to  any 
feature  of  the  city  institutions  has  been  carried 
through  t^e  City  Council.  I  think  that  is  evidence 
that  that  board  is  not  in  accord  with  public  opinion. 
I  am  unwilling  to  vote  for  a  fire  commission,  or 
any  other  commission  until  the  people  and  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  require  the  present 
boards  to  come  up  to  the  point  of  efficiency  at 
which  they  should  be.  And  yet  I  must  say 
that  the  gentlemen  composing  the  two  boards 
to  whom  I  have  alluded  are,  in  my  opinion,  men  who 
have  a  high  sense  of  honor  and  duty,  and  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  but  as  boards  they  have 
fallen  far  short  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  move,  when  the  question 
is  taken  on  the  substitute,  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


The  motion  was  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr, 
Mahan  of  Ward  5,  and  as  the  President  was  about  to 
announce  the  result,  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  called  at- 
tention to  the  order  of  the  Council  requiring  every 
member  to  vote.  He  asked  that  the  rule  be  en- 
forced. 

The  President  called  upon  members  to  vote,  and 
the  question  was  again  taken  by  a  rising  vote.  The 
result  was  37  in  favor  and  22  against,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  declared  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Dean's  motion  to 
'substitute  the  minority  for  the  majority  report,  it 
was  adopted,  yeas  33,  nays  28,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Bleiler,  Brennan, 
Burt,  Collins,  Dacey,  Dean,  Doherty,  Edwards,  Flat- 
ley,  Flynn,  Hine,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley, 
Loring,  Madden,  Mahan,  Marston,  Martin,  McCue, 
McKenney,  Morse,  Pease,  Thacher,  Train,  Upham, 
Warren,  Wells,  Weston,  Woodward— 33. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Blackmar, 
Boardman,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Caton,  Cudworth,  Dar- 
row,  Denny,  Hall,  Harrington,  Holmes,  Lamb,  Page, 
Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Risteen,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  Tower,  West,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods — 
28. 

The  question  being  on  the  giving  the  substitute  a 
second  reading,  it  was  ordered  by  a  vote  of  33  yeas 
to  28  nays,  precisely  the  same  as  the  previous  vote. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  ordinance  lie 
on  the  table.  Tuis  was  defeated  by  a  rising  vote  of 
23  in  favor  and  35  against. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
fifty-eighth  section,  by  striking  out  the  words  "said 
repeal  to  take  effect  on  the  organization  of  the  Fire 
Department  as  herein  provided."  The  amendment 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  the  vote  giving  this 
ordinance  a  second  reading  be  reconsidered,  hoping 
ing  it  would  not  prevail. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mahan.  the  ordinance  was  read  the 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  the  question  being  on  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance,  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said 
he  hoped  the  friends  of  the  minority  report  would 
not  press  the  question  tonight.  It  ought  to  be  taken 
up  section  by  section,  as  its  advocates  urged.  He 
hoped  to  see  it  discussed  in  detail. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — We  have  a  full  Council  to- 
night, and  if  the  gentlemen  who  have  charge  of  the 
majority  report  will  agree  to  do  what  they  can  to 
amend  this  ordinance  and  to  perfect  it  without  un- 
dertaking to  attempt  to  carry  the  commission,  I  will 
agree  to  anything.  But  if  they  only  wish  to  filibus- 
ter, to  make  it  go  at  a  small  meeting,  of  course  I  will 
not  consent. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  was  totally  unprepared  for 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  tonight,  and  I  do  not 
believe  the  members  of  the  Council  can  act  correctly 
upon  this  question  now.  We  have  got  to  a  point 
where  we  cannot  reconsider.  We  should  discuss 
this  ordinance.  Some  members  would  have  been  in 
favor  of  placing  the  department  in  the  hands  of  the 
Aldermen  if  they  could  not  get  a  commission,  while 
the  gentleman  who  presented  the  minority  report 
voted  to  keep  it  in  the  City  Council.  If  I  could  not 
have  had  a  commission  I  should  have  joined  hands 
with  the  gentleman  in  giving  it  to  the  Aldermen. 
But  he  controverts  the  spirit  of  his  report.  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  time  to  consider  this  matter 
specially. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  read  extracts  from  Mr. 
Dean's  speeches  in  the  Council  in  favor  of  discussing 
the  ordinance  in  detail,  and  if  necessary  to  have  a 
special  session.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  time  would 
be  allowed  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Dean— My  belief  is  that  this  ordinance  is  as 
perfect  as  it  could  be  made.  I  am  content,  however, 
to  debate  the  proposition  if  all  will  agree  to  it,  but 
don't  undertake  to  fight  on  the  commission  again. 
This  is  my  proposition:  Instead  of  going  for  a  com- 
mission, try  to  perfect  the  ordinance.  But  if  you 
undertake  to  pass  the  commission  I  shall  object. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — The  gentleman  and  my- 
self may  be  considered  as  standing  opposite  each 
other  on  this  question.  He  comes  in  here  with  a 
report,  and  the  radical  change  which  he  proposes  in 
the  organization  of  the  Fire  Department  is  that  it  be 
under  the  supervision  of  a  special  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  He  has  sustained  it  in  his 
speeches  in  this  hall  and  in  committee.  Now  he 
wishes  to  oblige  us,  if  he  waives  this  point,  to  give 
up  the  desire  to  press  the  commission.  He  is  not 
right  in  urging  that  after  making  a  breach  of  faith — 
I  do  not  intend  to  use  the  term  offensively. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— If  they  will  accept  the 
proposition  that  was  made,  I  shall  certainly  agree 
to  it,  so  that  we  can  go  over  this  ordinance  at  any 
lenirth  of  time,  and  afford  an  opportunity  for  amend- 
ing it. 
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-  Mr.  Denny— Will  the  gentleman  be  willing  to  have 
the  question  he  proposed  put  again  ? 

Mr.  Dean— I  will  agree  to  anything  but  the  dis 
cussion  of  a  commission. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7— This  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed for  sometime,  and  I  don't  believe  the  Council 
wish  to  listen  to  any  more  arguments.  I  therefore 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered — 40  to  16, — and 
the  ordinance  was  passed. 

Mr.  Bracket!  of  Ward  10  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 


Mr.  Flynn  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
whereby  the  order  was  passed,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail . 

Mr.  Brackett  moved  that  the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  previous  question  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered— 40  yeas,  16  nays. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14,  the  Council,  at 
half-past  eleven  o'clock,  adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBKR    G,    lb78. 

The  ret^ular  wi?ekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  Chairman,  presidinjr. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Four  Grand  Jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October  term 

of  the  Uniied  States  Circuit  Court. 

EXECUTIVK    APPPOINTMENTS    CONFIRMED. 

Constables— Aaron  F.  Nettleton,  T.Wilson  Stratton. 
Special  Police,  without  pay— John  McLean,  at  How- 
ard Athenseum. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  E.  Goodfellow,  to  enlarge  wooden  build- 
ing on  Dorchester  avenue.  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  George  H.  Frost, 
that  the  Old  Colony  &  Newport  Railroad  Company 
be  made  to  maintain  a  gate  at  their  crossing  on  Ne- 
ponset  avenue. 

John  Moses,  for  a  cesspool  and  flagstones  on  Cabot 
street,  from  Hamp.^hire  to  Kuggles  street. 

Denny,  Rice  &  Co.  and  others,  for  leave  to  use 
hoisting  beams  at  their  premises. 

Francis  Richards  et  at.,  that  obstructions  be  re- 
moved from  the  archway  on  Chapman  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  George  A.  Ellis  et  al., 
for  sewer  in  Putnam  street,  from  Bennington  to 
Chelsea  street. 

J.  A.  Kohler  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Parker  street, 
from  Gore  toDelle  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  James  McGrann,  for  stable  in  rear  of  75 
Everett  street. 

Remonstrance  of  Charles  h..  Wiener  et  al.,  against 
enlargement  of  stable  at  134  Eighth  street,  owned  by 
Mrs.  Mary  Hurley. 

Thomas  B.  Cox,  (i06  Bennington  street;  R.  A.  Up- 
ton, 90  Zeigler  street;  Cornelius  Driscoll,  1  Michigan 
street;  John  W.  Dorsy,  547  Saratoga  street;  C.  F. 
Spenceley,  Sawyer  street;  Isaac  S.  Burrell,  620  Mun- 
roe  street,  to  occupy  stables. 

Remonstrance  of  Alfred  P.  Rockwell  el  al.  against 
erection  of  stables  by  Fred.  Pope  on  MarlborouHh 
street. 

John  Roessle,  to  occupy  stable  on  Pynchon  street, 
Ward  15,  until  May  30,  1874. 

Noyes  &  Walker,  to  erect  wooden  stable  at  5  North 
Centre  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Executors  of 
George  W.  Blake,  for  change  in  condition  of  sale  of 
land  to  him. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  D.  S.  Gil- 
christ, to  be  paid  for  work  on  Probfte  Records  of 
Suffolk  County. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Michael  Travers  et  al., 
that  Alger  street  be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  A,  Second 
Battalion  Infantry,  for  increase  of  arniory  rent. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Abram  French  «fe 
Co.,  for  the  "privilege  of  using  a  carriage  for  the 
transportation  of  customers  to  and  from  their  store, 
151  and  153  Milk  street  (the  condition  of  said  street 
at  present  being  very  bad,  and  during  the  fall  and 
winter  months  being  almost  impassable)  with  the 
privilege,  also,  of  standing  on  Milk  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Washington  street." 

ORDERS   OF    NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  sewers  in  Moreland  street, 
two  hundred  feet  east  of  Cleveland  street;  in  Clifton, 
Albion  and  Hudson  streets,  and  in  Cottage  street, 
between  Clifton  and  Stoughton  streets,  were  sever- 
ally considered,  and  there  being  no  objection,  the 
subjects  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

On  the  petition  of  Atherton  Brown,  to  use  steam 
engine  at  167  and  169  Summer  street,  an  order  of 
notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  October  28,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

QUARTERLY   REPORTS. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Lighters, 
was  submitted,  accepted  and  sent  down.  During  the 
quarter  ending  September  .30,  there  have  been  inspect- 
ed, 251  vessels,  which  delivered  19,367  tons;  the  fees 
for  weighing,  marking  and  inspecting  which  were 
$1376  25;  office  expenses  $32  30;  leaving  a  balance 
to  be  divided  of  $1343  95. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Sol- 
diers' Relief  Committee  for  the  quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  made  the  following  exhibit:  Balance  on 
hand  July  1,  $954;  received  from  the  Treasurer,  $18,- 
500;  disbursed  during  the  quarter,  $19,049;  balance 
on  hand,  .$405.  In  July  there  were  1160  applicant.s; 
in  August,  1125;  in  September,  1199.  Amounts  dis- 
bursed during  the  same  period— July,  $6411;  August, 
$6126;  September,  $6512.  Report  accepted  and  sent 
down. 


The  quarterly  report  of  the  Chief  of  Pulice  was 
received,  accepted  and  placed  on  lile.  It  makes  the 
following  exhibit:  Arrests,  7635;  males,  6106;  fi-males, 
1,529;  Americiin,  2536;  foreigners,  .5099;  non-residents, 
1466;  minors,.  1590;  conunilnieuts,  5467;  ledgers, 
5383.  Property  taken  from  prisoners  and  lodgers 
and  restored  to  them  .$14,660  73:  ditto  reported  stolen 
in  the  city,  $16,818;  do.  reco\ered,  $15,719  42:  tines 
imposed  by  the  oourts  ,$17,896;  amount  of  imprison- 
ment bj' courts  442  years  11  njontlis;  witness  fees 
earned  by  officers,  $3968  68;  larcenies  reportt;d  682; 
arrests  for  same  446;  amount  received  for  dog  license, 
$1369.  The  expenses  of  the  department  for  the 
quarter  have  been  $170,298  96. 

WOODEN    PAVEMENT    COMMISSION. 

The  Wooden  Pavement  Commission,  who  were  re- 
quested to  make  a  supplementary  report,  in  con- 
formity to  the  petition  of  N.  C.  Nasii  et  al.,  submitted 
a  communication  declining  to  make  such  a  report, 
believing  that  their  report  already  printed  and  ac- 
cepted is  practically  full  and  complete.  Accepted 
'and  placed  on  file.  ■ 

SEWER    ASSESSMENtS. 

Assessments  for  the  construction  »f  sewers  were 
submitted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  as  fol- 
lows: Sixth  street  from  H  to  I  ,  total  $861  .54,  to  be 
paid  by  individuals  $646  16.  Dorchester  avenue. 
Shamrock  and  Commercial  streets,  total  $11,194  98; 
to  be  paid  by  individuals,  $8022  44.  Prescott  street, 
between  Princeton  and  Lexington  streets,  total 
$709 '94;  to  be  paid  by  individuals.  $.5;W  4.5.  Third 
street,  total  $411  18;  to  be  paid  by  individuals, 
$308  ;W.  Fruit  street,  total  $646  20;  to.be  paid  by  in- 
dividuals, $484  65.  Severally  .  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

INVITATION    ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Massachusetts 
Catholic  societies  for  the  Board  to  review  the  proces- 
sion of  said  societies  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual 
parade  in  this  city  on  Friday,  the  10th  instant. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Invitatioti 
was  accepted.  '  , 

auditor's  monthly  exhibit. 
The  monthly  report  of    the    Auditor  of    Accounts, 
inrtuding  the  October  draft,  was    presented  in  print, 
accepted  and   sent  down.     Following  is  the  exhibit: 
Appropriations, 
Kevenues.  etc.         Expended.       Unexpended. 

General *11 .049,439  63  $4,6153,516  14  ?!6.393,924  49 

Special 9,218,372  21  4,051,354  36  5,167,017  85 


$20,267,811  84  $8,704,870  50 

Accepted  and  sent  down. 


$11,562,941  34 


UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  rescind  former  assessments  for  sewers  in 
Longwood  and  Bellevue  streets,  and  for  laying  new 
assessments  therefor.     Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  collect  assessments  for  sewers 
in  Dudley,  Dennis  and  Stafford  streets.     Passed. 

Order  to  abate  $22  27  for  sewer  assessment  upon 
A.  J.  Patterson.     Passed. 

Report  and  orders  to  place  new  steam  heating  ap- 
paratus and  a  new  fence  on  premises  of  engine  house 
In  Ward  14,  at  a  cost  of  $;jOOO,  to  be  transferred  from 
the  Reserved  Fund.     Passed — yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance  on  Health, 
prohibiting  the  removal  of  manure  from  stables 
"without  a  written  permission  from  the  Board  of 
Health."    Passed. 

Order  to  rescind  the  order  heretofore  passed  sug- 
gesting the  alteration  of  plans  of  Police  Station 
Eleven,  so  as  to  include  accommodations  for  a  pub- 
lic library  for  Ward  16.     Passed. 

papers  from  the  common  council. 

The  following  papers  were  disposed  of  in  concur- 
rence: 

Petitions  of  P.  Holton,  Company  A,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, and  others.     Referred. 

Orders  to  complete  furnishing  of  grammar  school- 
house,  L  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .$7500;  and 
for  a  transfer  of  said  amount  from  the  Reserved 
Fund.     Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Orders  authorizing  erection   of    a  hook  and  ladder 
house  on  Dudley  and  Forest  streets,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $21,000:  and  for  a  transfer  therefor.     Passed. 
communication  from  the  board  of  trade. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Cornelius  6. 
Attwood,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  trans- 
mitting the  following  resolutions  passed  by  that  body 
at  its  annual  meeting  today: 

Whereas,  In  consequence  of  the  late  disastrous 
fires,  attention  has  been  called  to  the  Fire  Department 
of  this  city,  and  an  examination  into  the  system  on 
which  it  is  based  proves  it  to  be  radically  defective 
and  inefficient;  and 

Whereas,  Its  continuance  is  the  source  of  appre- 
hension and  distrust,  involves  the  payment  of  high 
rates  of  insurance,  results  in  inadequate  protection 
from  fire,  and  is  otherwise  detrimental  to  business 
interests;  and 

Whereas,  More  than  ten  thousand  citizens  and  tax- 
payers petitioned  for  an  independent  board  of  fire 
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commifsioners,  which  experience  proves   to  be  the 
best  safeguard  atjainst  fire;  and 

Whereas,  The  ordinance  reported  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject, 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  paid  and  inde- 
.pendent  commission,  and  has  the  approval  of  busi- 
ness men,  underwriters,  the  press  and  others,  whose 
interests  are  at  slake:  therefore  be  it 

Rssolved,  That  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade,  in  be- 
half of  the  commercial  and  mercantile  interests  of 
the  city,  respectfully  urges  upon  the  membere  of  the 
/Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common  Council  the 
adoption  of  the  said  ordinance  wiinout  further  de 
lay,  believing  its  adoption  Is  in  accordance  with  the 
desiie  of  the  citizens  generally,  will  reestablish  con- 
fidence aTid  secure  the  best  possible  protection  from 
fire. 

The  communication  and  resolutions  were  placed 
on  file. 

METROPOLITAN   BAILKOAD. 

The  special  assijinment  for  five  o'clock,  being  a 
hearing  on  the  petition  of  the  Metropolian  Railroad, 
for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track  in  Washington 
street,  between  Boylston  street  and  Temple  place, 
was  taken  up. 

Colonel  E.  O.  Shepard  appeared  for  the  railroad, 
and  stated  that  unless  there  are  remonstrants  he 
would  not  take  tip  the  time  of  the  Board,  but  would 
agree  that  the  subject  be  recommitted. 

The  Chairman  said  the  question  was  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  of  the 
Committee  on  Pav'ng. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  counsel  for  the 
railroad  have  permission  to  speak  if  he  desires  it. 
Carried. 

Colonel  Shepard  said  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
committee  had  reported.  The  reason  this  location  is 
asked  for  is  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the 
horse-car  travel  more  equally  than  it  is  at  present. 
Under  the  present  system  the  whole  down  travel  cen- 
tres at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston  streets.  The 
Highland,  Washington  street  and  South  Boston  cars  run 
into  Tremont  street  at  that  point, and  greatly  obstruct 
travel  at  that  corner.  The  method  by  which  this 
was  proposed  to  be  obviated  was  to  run  through 
Chauncy  street,  and  it  did  partially.  A  portion  of 
the  cars  were  enabled  to  run  down  Washington  street 
to  Temple  place,  and  thence  pass  up  into  Tremont 
street,  which  relieved  the  crowd  somewhat.  But 
Chauncy  street  is  very  narrow,  and  there  are  com- 
plaints that  business  is  obstructed  by  the  horse  cars 
running  through  there.  By  laying  this  double  track, 
Chauncy  street  will  be  relieved  of  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  that  travel,  and  the  cars 
can  then  pass  down  to  Temple  place,  instead 
of  turning  up  into  Boylston  street  and  thus  in- 
stead of  Increasing  the  crowd  in  that  direction, 
the  travel  will  not  all  be  between  Boylston  street 
and  Temple  place.  When  Washington  street  is 
widened  it  will  give  room  enough  on  each  side  for  a 
double  track.  There  will  be  no  point  between  Boyls- 
ton street  and  Temple  place  but  which  will  be  wide 
enough  for  a  vehicle  to  pass  on  each  side  of  the 
tracks.  In  one  place  there  will  be  twelve  feet  on 
each  side,  and  in  no  place  will  it  be  less  than  eight 
feet. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffleld  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted  that 
when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thursday  next  it 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

REORGANIZATION    OF   THE   FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Fire  Department, 
reported  by  minority  of  Committee  on  Reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Fire  Department,  being  City  Document 
No.  109,  came  from  the  Council  adopted,  with 
amendments  to  insert  "City  Council,"  in  place  of 
"Board  of  Aldermen,"  in  italics,  and  also  at  end  of 
Section  24;  also,  to  strike  out  from  Section  58  the 
Avords,  "said  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Fire  Department,  as  herein   provided." 

The  question  being  on  concurrence  with  the  Coun- 
cil, Alderman  Stebbins  said — 

I  desire  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the  ordinance 
adopted  by  the  Council,  and  which  comes  up  before 
us  this  afternoon.  I  have  listened  to  the  communi- 
cation which  has  been  read  from  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  to  the  various  debates  which  have  been  held  on 
this  subject,  and  as  the  result  of  it  I  have  prepared 
an  ordinance,  which  I  now  submit.  This  ordinance 
provides  for  the  election  of  a  board  of  seven  fire 
directors,  similar^to  the  boards  which  now  govern  the 
Public  ijibrary.  City  Hospital  and  public  institu- 
tions. It  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  Mayor 
of  four  directors,  who  shall  serve  without  pay,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  the  representative  of  the  under- 
writers of  the  city  of  Boston,  which  great  interest 
should  be  represented. 

It  also  provides  for  the  election  of  two  members  of 
the  Common  Ceuncil  and  one  member  of  thisbranch, 
who  are  to  act  with  the  four  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Jlayor.    It  also  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a 


Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  who  shall  make 
the  estimates  for  the  annual  appropriations  for  the 
department.  Tlie  Mayor  has  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of  Re- 
pairs. There  is  also  a  Board  of  nine  District  Engi- 
neers Instead  of  fourteen  as  at  present,  with  one 
each  for  South  Boston,  East  Boston,  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester,  the  Chief-Engineer  to  have  the  same 
power  as  at  present.  The  tire  alarm  is  to  be  urider 
the  control  of  these  directors,  the  otHce  of  superin- 
tendent being  retained  as  at  present.  The  appoint- 
ments of  the  companies  are  to  be  made  by 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  foremen  are 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Engineers 
instead  of  being  elected  as  at  present.'  There  are 
various  details  which  are  copied  from  both  the 
majority  and  minority  reports,  and  others  from  the 
London  and  New  York  departments.  I  move  that 
this  ordinance  be  printed,  and  that  the  whole  subject 
be  specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday,  at  4  o'clock 
P.  M.  I  may  say  frankly  that  there  are  matters  of 
detail  in  the  majority  leport  which  I  do  not  approve 
of.  So  long  as  we  can  have  men  who  will 
serve  the  city  without  pay,  I  think  we  ought 
to  get  them.  I  do  not  want  a  paid  Board  of  Directors. 
We  can  have  better  men  than  we  can  hire  for  five 
thousand  dollar.s  a  year.  I  doubt  if  we  could  get  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  I  for  that  sum,  to  give  his  ex- 
clusive attention  to  the  ferries,  and  yet  he  gives  his 
time  to  that  work  for  nothing.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
Water  B«ard  have  committed  to  their  care  some  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  they  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  care  of  that  department  without 
cost  to  the  city.  Now.  if  we  intend  to  establish  all 
these  boards  as  paid  commissions,  well  and  good,  but 
unless  that  is  so,  I  shall  not  vote  for  a  paid  fire  com- 
mission. 

Following  is  the  substitute  ordinance  offered  by 
Alderman  Steboins: 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  assem- 
bled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of 
Boston  shall  consist  of  a  board  of  seven  directors, 
a  chief-engineer,  a  first  assistant-engineer,  nine  dis- 
trict-engineers, a  superintendent  of  fire  alarms,  and  as 
many  foremen,  enginemen,  hosemen,  hook  and-ladder 
men,  telegraph  operators  and  other  persons  as  the 
City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary 
for  the  public  service. 

Sect.  2  There  shall  be  appointed  annually  in 
the  month  of  January  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Fire  Department,  consisting  of  two 
aldermen  and  three  councilmen.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  said  committee  to  examine  as  often  as  once  in 
each  month  the  records  and  accounts  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment; and  also  to  examine  all  applications  for 
appropriations  for  the  Fire  Department,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  3.  In  the  mouth  of  November,  in  the  year 
1873,  or  as  soon  thereaiter  as  may  be,  the  Citv  Coun- 
cil shall  elect  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches, 
one  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  to  he  men.bers  of  the 
said  Board  of  Directors  ot  the  PMre  Depjirtment,  and 
to  hold  office  during  the  remainder  of  the  municipal 
year,  and  until  others  are  elected  in  their  place,  un- 
less they  are  sooner  removed. 

In  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  1874,  and  an- 
ually  afterwards,  in  said  month,  the  City  Council 
shall  elect  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  ))raMChe8, 
one  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
two  members  of  the  Common  Council,  to  hold  office 
as  members  of  said  board  during  the  remainder  of 
the  municipal  year  in  which  they  are  elected,  and 
until  01  hers  are  elected  in  their  place,  unless  they  are 
sooner  removed. 

In  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  1873,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  the  City 
Council,  four  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Underwriters  of  Boston, 
who,  with  the  three  members  of  the  City 
Council  elected,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  C(m 
stitute  the  Board  of  Directorsof  the  Fire  Department. 
No  member  of  the  City  Council  shall  be  eligible  to 
appointment  by  the  Mayor  on  said  board. 
Two  of  the  persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor  shall 
be  appointed  to  hold  their  office  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  and  two  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six.  In  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year  <me 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  there- 
afterwards  airauall^  in  the  month  of  April,  the  Mayor 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  like  confirmation  and  ap- 
proval, two  persons,  not  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, to  be  members  of  said  Board  of  Directors  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  the  fol- 
lowing May. 

Any  member  of  said  board  elected  from  the  City 
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Council  shall,  at  any  time,  be  subject  to  removal  by 
the  City  Council  for  cause;  and  any  member  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  shall,  at  any  time,  be  subject 
to  removal  by  the  Mayor  for  cause.  All  vacancies  oc- 
curring in  said  board,  from  any  cause,  shall  be  filled 
in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  original  appoint- 
ments are  herein  directed  to  be  made.  A  majority  of 
the  whole  board  shall  be  necessarv  to  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sect.  4  The  raid  board  shall  organize  forth- 
with, upon  the  first  appointment  of  its  members,  and 
thereafterwards  annually  on  the  first  Monday  of 
May,  by  the  choice  of  one  of  their  members  as  chair- 
man. They  shall  also  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  not 
be  a  member  of  the  board;  and  they  shall  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  for  their  own  government  and 
for  the  government  of  all  other  ofKcers  and  members 
of  the  Fire  Department,  including  the  fire-alarm  tele- 
graph, as  they  may  deem  expedient,  provided  that 
said  rules  and  regula,;i(m8  shall  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  ordinances  of  the  city.  Except  where  other- 
wise provided,  the  aaid  board  shall  have  the  care 
and  management  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  shall 
be  responsible  for  its  efficiency. 

Sect.  5.  The  said  Board  of  Directors  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February,  send  to 
the  City  Auditor  an  estimate  In  detail  of  the  appro- 
priations required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Fire 
Department  during  the  next  financial  year.  All  bills 
for  expenditures  from  the  appropriations  for  the  Fire 
Department  shall  be  drawn  for  by  the  said  board,  ex- 
amined by  the  Auditor,  and  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Account'',  before  they  are  paid  by  the 
Treasurer.  The  said  board  may  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of  their  clerk,  and  the  compensation  of  other 
members  of  the  department  not  otherwise  provided 
for;  but  the  expenditures  of  said  board  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  the  appropriations  made  from  time  to 
time  by  the  City  Council  for  the  enlargement  or 
maintenance  of  the  department. 

Sect.  6.  The  said  Board  shall,  on  or  before  the 
tenth  day  of  each  month,  present  to  the  City  Council 
a  report,  made  up  to -and  including  the  last  day  of  the 
preceding  month,  containing  a  chronological  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  fires  in  such  month,  with  the 
causes  thereof,  a  general  description  of  the  property 
destroyed  or  injured  at  each  fire,  with  the  names  of 
the  owners  or  occupants  and  the  amount  of  insu- 
rance, if  any,  specifying  the  portion  of  the  force  and 
apparatus  called  into  action  at  each  fire,  with  the 
name  of  the  officer  in  command,  also  a  statement  of 
all  fatal  or  serious  accidents  to  meiHbers  of  the  de- 
partment or  others  on  account  of  fiies  or  alarms  of 
fire  during  the  month,  together  with  such  other  in- 
formation or  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  proper. 
They  shall  also,  annually,  in  the  month  of  May  or 
June,  present  to  the  City  Council  a  report  made  up 
to,  and  including  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  preceding 
April,  containing,  in  addition  to  a  consolidated  state- 
ment of  the  facts  contained  in  the  monthly  reports  of 
the  preceding  year,  a  list  of  the  causes  of  fire,  alpha- 
betically arranged,  a  statement  of  the  income  and 
expenditures  on  account  of  the  departmer.t  during 
the  preceding  year,  a  schedule  of  all  the  property  be- 
longing to  the  department,  with  a  statement  as  to  its 
condition  on  the  date  of  the  report,  and  an  estimate 
of  Its  value,  also  a  statement  of  the  number  and  loca- 
tion of  the  fire-alarm  boxes;  together  with  such  other 
information  or  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Sect  7.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  first  organi- 
zation of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  annually  after- 
ward in  the  month  of  April,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  said  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, a  chief  engineer  and  a  first  assistant-engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department,  to  hold  office  until,  the  first 
Monday  in  May  in  the  year  next  ensuing,  and  until 
their  successors  are  appointed  or  they  are  removed, 
and  either  or  both  of  them  may  be  removed  at  any 
time  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Mayor;  and  vacancies 
from  any  cause  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  the  original  appointments  are  herein  di- 
rected to  be  made.  The  said  Chief  and  First  Assist- 
ant shall  perform  such  duties  in  addition  to  those 
hereinafter  designated,  keep  such  records  and  make 
such  reports  as  the  said  Board  may  direct.  For  their 
services  they  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the 
City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

Sect.  8.  The  Chief  Engineer  shall  have  the  sole 
command  at  fires  over  all  other  engineers,  and  all 
officers  and  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
all  other  persons  who  may  be  present  at  fires,  and 
shall  direct  all  proper  measures  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  fires,  protection  of  property,  preservation 
of  order,  and  observance  of  the  laws,  ordinances  and 
regulations  respecting  fires ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  Chief  Engineer  to  examine  into  the  condicion  of 
the  engines  and  all  other  fire  apparatus,  and  the 
houses  connected  therewith;  and  of  the  engine  and 
and  other  houses  belonging  to  the  city  and  used  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Fire  Department;  and  of  the 
companies  attached  to  the  said  department,  as  often 


as  circumstances  may   render  it  expedient,  or  when- 
ever directed  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  9.  In  the  absence  of  the  (;hief-Engiiicer  the 
First  Assistant-Engineer  .-hdll  perforin  the  duties  of 
the  office  and  shall  have  full  authority  as  ctiief  offi- 
cer for  the  time  being;  and  whenever  the  engines  or 
other  apparatus  used  in  the  department,  except  the 
fire-alarm  telcL'raph.  require  alterations,  ad-itions  or 
repairs,  the  said  first  assistant  shall,  under  the  in- 
structions of  the  Board  of  Dir.  ctors,  cause  the  same 
to  be  made. 

Sect.  10.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  his 
first  appointment  under  thi^  ordinance,  and 
thereafierwards  annually  in  the  month  of  May, 
the  Chief  Engineer  shall  appoint,  subject 
to  the  approval  iif  the  Board  of  Directors,  nine  Dis- " 
trict  Engineers,  of  whom  two  shall  be  residents  of 
East  Boston,  one  of  SoKth  Boston.  <uie  of  the  Rox- 
bury  District  and  one  of  the  Dorchester  District.' 
The  said  District  Engineers  shall  hold  office  until 
their  successors  are  appointed,  or  they  are  removed, 
and  either  ont  or  all  of  them  may  be  removed  at  any 
time  at  the  option  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
vacancies  from  any  cause  shall  be  filled  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  the  original  appointments  are  here- 
in directed  to  be  made.  For  their  services  they  shall 
receive  suck  compensation  as  the  City  Council  may 
from  time  to  time^determine. 

Sect.  ]].  The  Chief -Bnginner,  the  First  Assistant- 
Engineer  and  the  District  Engineers  shall  constitute 
the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
Chief-Engineer  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
board  at  which  he  is  present.  In  his  absence  the 
First  Assistant-Engineer  shall  preside;  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Chief  and  First  Assistant,  a  temporary 
chairman  shall  be  elected  by  ballot.  A  majority 
of  the  whole  board  shall  be  necessary  to  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. The  said  Enyineers  may  make  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  their  own  government  and  in 
relatiem  to  the  various  matters  under  their  control  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  subject  however  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  12.  The  said  Boa.d  of  Engineers  shall,  at 
their  first  meeting  after  appointment  under  this  or- 
dinance, and  thereafterwards  annually  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  choose-a  secretary,  who  shall  hold 
his  office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May  of 
the  year  next  ensuing,  unless  sooner  removed, 
and  he  may  be  removed  at  any  time  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  and 
a  vacancy  from  any  cause  may  be  filled  in 
the  same  manner  in  which  the  orisjinal  appointment 
is  made.  For  his  services  he  shall  receive  such  com- 
pensation as  the  City  Council  may  from  time  to  time 
determine. 

Sect.  13.  The  said  secretary  to  the  Board  of  En- 
gineers shall  keep  a  full  and  complete  record  of  the 
acts  of  said  board,  and  shail  perform  such  other  du- 
ties as  said  Board  of  Engineers  and  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors may  designate.  He  shall  keep  an  account  of 
the  appropriations  made  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
use  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  of  the  expenditures 
on  account  of  the  same;  and  shall  compare  his  ac- 
count monthly  with  the  Auditor's  books,  and  see  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Fire  Department  do  not  at 
any  time  exceed  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  at 
its  disposal.  He  shall  also  keep  a  seiaarate  account 
of  the  expenses  of  each  engine,  hose  carriage,  and 
hook  and  ladder  carriage,  and  of  the  horses,  furnit- 
ure and  apparatus  thereto  belonging,  and  all  other 
incidental  expenses;  and  shall  present  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  monthly,  a  full  and  detailed  statement 
thereof. 

Sect.  14.  The  Board  of  Engineers  shall  be  respon- 
sible for  the  discipline  and  good  order  of  all  subordi- 
nate members  of  the  department.  They  shall  have 
control  of  all  the  officers  and  members  of  the  several 
companies  attached  to  the  Fire  Department,  and  all 
persons  present  at  fires;  and  also  of  all  the  engine 
ana  other  houses  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  all  the  engines,  hose  carriages,  hook  and 
ladder  carriages,  extinguishers,  horses,  furniture  and 
apparatus  thereto  belonging. 

Sect.  1.5.  The  said  engineers,  whenever  a  fire 
breaks  out  in  the  section  of  the  city  to  which  they 
are  assigned  for  duty,  shall  immediately  repair  to  the 
place  of  such  fire,  wearing  such  badge  of  office  as 
the  Board  of  Directors  may  designate:  they  shall 
take  proper  measures  that  the  several  engines  and 
other  apparatus  oe  arranged  in  the  most  advan- 
tageous situations,  and  duly  worked  for  the  speedy 
and  effectual  extinguishment  of  tiie  fire;  they  shall 
require  and  compel  assistance  from  all  persons,  as 
well  members  of  the  Fire  Department  as  others,  in 
extinguishing  the  fire,  pulling  down  or  demolishing 
any  house  or  building,  if  occasion  require,  in  sup- 
pressing all  tumults  and  disorders,  removing  furnit- 
ure, goods,  or  other  merchandise  from  any  building 
on  fire,  or  in  danger  thereof,  and  shall  appoint 
stewards  to  secure  the  same.  They  shall  also  cause 
order  to  be  preserved  in  going  to,  working  at,  or  re- 
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turning  from  fires,  and  at  all  other  times  when  com- 
panies attached  to  the  department  are  on  duty.  The 
assistant  engineers  shall  report  their  absences  from 
fires  to  the  secretary  at  the  regular  meetinyrs  of  the 
board,  with  the  reasons  therefor,  and  he  shall  Ijeep 
a  record  of  ttie  same,  and.  once  in  every  month,  and 
oftener  if  required,  make  a  report  thereof,  stating  all 
the  facts,  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  It).  The  Engineers  shall  report  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  the  name  of  every  person,  not  a  mem- 
ber of  either  of  said  companies,  who  may,  contrary 
to  law.  refuse  or  neglect  to  ubey  any  orders  of  an 
engineer,  given  at  any  fire. 

Sect.  17.  The  engineer  in  command  at  a  fire  shall 
have  the  power  to  adjudge  upon  the  necessity  of 
pulling  down  and  demolishing  buildings  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  fires,  and  have  authority  to  pull 
them  down  and  destroy  them  accordingly. 

Sect.  18.  The  eiigiueers  shall  inquire  for  and  ex- 
amine into,  all  shops  and  other  places  where  shavings 
or  other  such  combustible  materials  are  collected  or 
deposited,  and  report  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
board  the  condition  in  this  respect  of  the  district  to 
which  they  are  assigned,  and  whenever,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  any  two  of  them,  the  same  may  end  inger  the 
security  of  the  city  from  fires,  they  ^hall  direct  the 
tenant  or  occupant  of  said  shopiS  or  other  places  to 
remove  such  shavings  or  other  combu^tible  materials; 
and  in  case  of  such  'enant's  or  occupant's  neglect  or 
refusal  so  to  do,  they  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  re- 
moved at  the  expense  of  such  tenant  or  occupant, 
who  shall,  in  addition,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not 
less  tlian  two  or  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  such 
neglect  tr  refusal;  any  person  who  sliall  obstruct 
the  engineers,  or  any  of  them,  ixi  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shall  also  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

Sect.  19.  The  power  of  making  and  establishing 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  transportation  and  keep- 
lug  of  gunpowder  within  the  city  of  Boston,  and  of 
granting  of  licenses  for  keeping  and  sale  thereof  in 
the  city,  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  further  regulating  the  storage  and 
safe  keeping,  and  transportation  of  gunpowder  in  the 
city  of  Boston,"  and  of  any  other  act  or  acts  on  the 
same  subject,  shall  be  exercised  and  performed  by 
the  Board  of  Engineers,  and  the  power  and  duty  of 
seizing  any  gunpowder  kept  or  being  within  the  city 
or  harbor,  contrary  to  th-^.  provisions  of  the  said  act 
or  acts,  shall  be  exercised  and  performed  by  the  said 
engineers,  or  any  of  them;  and  in  case  of  any  seizure 
being  made  by  any  engineer  other  than  the  Chief,  he 
shall  forthwith  report  the  same  to  the  Chief-Engineer 
and  the  Chiel'-Eiigiiieyr  shall  cause  all  gunpowder 
which  may  have  been  seized  as  aforesaid  to  be  libel- 
led and  prosecuted  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the 
said  acts;  and  all  other  powers  and  duties  granted 
and  enjomed  in  and  by  the  said  act  or  acts  shall  be 
performed  by  the  said  Chief  or  one  of  the  other 
engineers. 

Sect.  20.  All  moneys  received  for  fines,  forfeit- 
ures and  penalties  arising  uijder  this  ordinance  or 
the  laws  of  this  Comtuoiiwealth  regulating  the  stor- 
age and  transportation  of  gunpowder,  or  the  erection 
of  buildings  within  the  City  or  Boston,  or  the  preven- 
tion and  extinguishment  of  fire,  unless  it  is  by  such 
laws  otherwise  specially  provided,  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  city,  to  be  applied  in  such  way  as 
is  provided  in  the  acts  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Sect  21.  No  license  shall  be  granted  by  the  said 
Boaidof  Engineers  for  the  sale  of  fireworks  within 
the  city  of  Boston,  without  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

Sect.  22  The  regular  officers  and  members  of  the 
several  engine,  hose,  hook-and-ladder  and  extin- 
guisher companies  and  the  insurance  brigade,  in  ser- 
vice at  the  time  this  ordinance  is  passed,  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  positions  to  which  they  were  sever- 
ally appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and 
to  receive  <he  compensation  heretofore  estab- 
lished by  the  City  Council,  until  removed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors.  And  whenever  vacancies  occur 
from  any  cause  in  any  companies  at  present 
organized,  •  and  whenever  any  increase  of  the 
force  is  authorized  by  order  of  the  City  Council, 
the  Board  of  Engineers  shall  appoint,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  suitable 
persons  to  fill  the  places  created  or  made  vacant.  The 
compensation  of  the  officers  and  members  of  compa- 
nies shall  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  by  the  City 
Council. 

Sect.  23.  The  Board  of  Engineers  shall  report  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Board  of  Directors  the  names  of 
such  subordidate  officers  and  members  of  the  depart- 
ment as  in  their  judgment  should  be  removed,  with 
their  reasons  therefor.  Any  member  of  the  Eire  De- 
partment, except  the  Chief  and  First- Assistant-Engi- 
neer and  the  Superintendetjt  of  Pire  Alarms,  may  be  at 
any  time  removed  or  dismissed  by  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, or  deposed  from  any  offire  that  he  may  hold 
therein.  No  coinpany  shall  have  power  to  appoint  or 
discharge  any  officer  or  member. 


Sect.  24.  No  person  under  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  no  person  who  is  not  a  legal  voter  in  the  city  of 
Bost(m,  shall  be  an  officer  or  member  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Sect.  25.  Every  subordinate  officer,  and  every 
member  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  sign  the  fol- 
lowing agreement,  to  be  deposited  with  the  Board  of 
Engineers:  "I.  a.  B,  having  been  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  t  e  Boston  Fire  Department,  hereby  signify 
my  agreement  to  abide  by  all  the  ordinances  of  the 
City  Council,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  re- 
lating thereto."  And  any  officer  or  member  who 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  sign  the  same  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  any  compensation  whatsoever. 

Sect.  2(5.  The  officers  and  members  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment shall  be  paid  monthly,  except  when  other- 
wise orderea  by  the  City  Council;  and,  except  in  case 
of  sickness,  death,  or  removal  from  the  city,  every 
officer  or  member  thereof  who  shall  not  serve  the 
whole  of  the  month,  or  who  shall  be  removed  from 
the  department  or  deposed  from  his  office  for  cause, 
shall  forfeit  any  and  all  compensation  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  due  to  him  at  the  time  when 
such  service  ceased,  or  such  deposing  or  removal 
took  place. 

Sect.  27.  Every  person  who  shall  have  served  ac- 
cording to  law  in  the  Fire  Department  for  seven 
successive  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  cer- 
tificate thereof,  signed  by  the  Mayor;  and  all  persons 
who  shall  receive  said  certificate  shall  be  entitled  to 
wear  the  badge  of  the  department,  and  to  do  duty 
therein,  when  desired  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

Sect.  28  Whenever  any  person  has  received  a  cer- 
tificate of  appointment  to  any  office  under  this  ordi 
nance,  he  shall  be  thereby  immediately  invested  with 
all  the  authority  conferred,  and  subject  to  all  the 
duties  imposed  by  the  laws,  the  city  ordinances,  and 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Fire  Department; 
and  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  department, 
the  same  shall  be  filled  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be. 

Sect.  29.  The  engineers,  officers  and  ^members  of 
the  several  companies  shall,  when  on  duty,  wear 
such  badges  or  uniform  as  the  Board  of  Directors 
may  from  time  to  time  designate,  the  badges  to  be 
furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  city;  and  no  other 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  wear  the  same,  except 
under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  the  Board 
of  Directors  may  approve. 

Sect.  30.  The  Board  of  Engineers  shall  have 
authority  to  divide  the  ci^y  into  fire  dis- 
tricts, and  form  the  companines  into  battalions 
to  work  the  apparatus  in  said  districts;  and  they 
shall  require  the  foremen  and  hosemen  who  are 
permanently  employed  to  perform  patrol  duty,  and 
to  render  such  services  in  connection  with  the  police 
and  the  department  for  the  survey  and  inspection  of 
buildings  as  ihey  may  deem  expedient;  cfee  rules  and 
regulations  relating  thereto  to  be  subject,  however, 
to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  31.  Whenever  any  fire  occurs  in  either  of  the 
adjoining  cities  or  towns,  only  such  and  so  many  of 
the  engineers  shall  repair  thither  as  may  have  been 
previously  designated  for  such  purpose  by  the  Board 
of  Engineers.  And  no  company  shall  leave  the  city 
in  case  of  fire  in  either  of  the  adjoining  cities  and 
towns,  except  by  the  express  order  of  the  Chief- 
Engineer  or  the  First  Assistant,  or  one  of  the 
District  Engineers.  And  no  company  shall 
leave  the  city  for  any  other  purpose,  except  by  per- 
mission of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  32.  No  associations,  or  organized  societies 
or  clubs  of  firemen,  as  such,  shall  be  allowed  in  the 
department,  except  by  the  express  permission  of  the 
City  Council. 

Sect.  33.  No  company  shall  be  allowed  to  impose 
fines  upon  its  members.  For  every  absence  or  tardi- 
ness there  shall  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  ab- 
sent or  tardy  officer  or  member  the  sum  of  one  dol- 
lar, which  amount  so  deducted  shall  be  paid  over  at 
the  end  of  each  quarter  to  the  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany to  which  such  officer  or  member  shall  belong, 
to  meet  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  company. 
And  if  any  officer  or  member  shall  have  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  at  more  than  one-third  of  the  fires,  or 
alarms  of  fires,  occurring  during  the  month,  if  more 
than  five,  except  in  case  of  sickness,  such  absence  or 
tardiness  shall  be  considered  good  cause  for  his  dis- 
charge from  the  department. 

Sect.  34.  The  Board  of  Engineers,  notwithstand- 
ing the  provisions  herein  contained,  may,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  grant  to  any  of- 
ficer or  member  of  the  Fire  Demartment,  if  they 
think  it  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  depart- 
ment, a  vacation  not  exceeding  two  weeks  in  any 
one  year,  upon  such  terms  as  they  may  think  ex- 
pedient. 

And  the  Board  of  Engineers,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Directorsj  may,  if  they  see. 
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fit,  whenever  any  member  or  officer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment sljall  nor.  by  reason  of  such  vacation  or 
sickness,  or  otherwise,  attend  to  his  duties  in  the 
department,  appoint  a  substitute  to  act  in  his  place 
during  his  ahsence. 

Sect.  35.  As  soon  a.i  may  he  after  the  first  organ- 
ization of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  annually  after- 
wards in  the  month  of  April,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  said  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, a  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms,  to  hold  office 
until  the  first  Monday  in  the  year  next  ensuinii,  and 
until  his  successor  is  appointed  or  he  is  removed, 
and  he  may  be  removed  at  any  time  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Mayor,  and  a  vacancy  from  any  cause  may  be 
filled  in  the  same  manner  In  which  the  original 
appointment  is  herein  directed  to  be  made.  For  his 
services  he  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the 
City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

Sect.  3(i.  The  said  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms 
shall- have  power  to  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  such  number  of  persons  as 
may  be  necessary  to  operate  and  maintain  the  said 
telegraphic  tire  alarm ;  and  he  may,  with  the  approval 
of  said  board,  discharge  any  of  said  persons  at  any 
time.  The  con.pensation  for  persons  employed  in 
the  said  Fire  Alarm  Department  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  37.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  designate 
the  persons  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  keys  of 
the  signal  boxes;  and  shall  locate  new  bo^es  and  dis- 
continue any  of  those  heretofore  in  use  whenever 
they  may  deem  expedient.  And  they  shall  moreover 
have  authority  to  make  rules  and  regulations  under 
which  alarms  shall  be  given  oy  the  police  and  others 
intrusted  with  that  duty. 

Sect.  38.  The  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms 
shall  have  the  general  care  and  management  of  the 
fire-alarm  teleiiraph.  subject  to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  the  Board  of  Directors  may  adopt;  and  he 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  good  order  and  con- 
dition of  that  branch  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Sect.  39.  No  person  shall  o))en  any  of  the  signal 
boxes  connected  with  the  fire-alarm  telegr.iph,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  a  false  alarm,  nor  interfere  in  any 
way  with  said  boxes,  by  breaking,  cuttinir,  injuring 
or  defacing  the  same,  nor  turn  the  cranks  therein, 
except  in  case  of  fire,  nor  tamper  or  meddle  with  said 
boxes  or  any  part  thereof. 

Sect.  40.  Any  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance, 
except  as  otherwise  specially  provided  in  any  sec- 
tion thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  line  of  not  less 
than  two  dollars  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each 
offence. 

Sect.  41.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  membeas  of  the 
Police  Department  to  aid  the  Fire  Department  by 
giving  alarms  in  case  of  fire  in  such  manner  as  the 
Fire  Commissioners  may  direct,  and  in  clearing  the 
streets  or  grounds  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
fire,  so  that  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
shall  not  he  hindered  or  obstructed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties.  If  any  policeman  refuses  or 
neglects  to  give  an  alarm  as  directed  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  or  reluses  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  chief 
officer  in  command  at  a  fire,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dol- 
lars. 

Sect.  42.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Fire 
Department,  printed  in  the  revised  ordinances, 
adopted  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1869, 
and  all  amendments  and  additions  thereto,  are  hereby 
repealed,  said  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organiz- 
ation of  the  Board  of  Directors  as  herein  designated; 
provided,  however,  that  the  present  Chief  and  As- 
sistant-Engineers and  the  Superintendent  of  Fire 
Alarms  shall  continue  to  hold  their  offices  until  their 
successors  under  this  ordinance  are  appointed. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  move  to  amend  the  substitute 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  in- 
serting instead  the  sections  of  the  ordinance  report- 
ed by  the  majority  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  offer 
this  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  vote 
first  upon  the  ordinance  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Board  Dy  a  recapitulation  of  arguments  in 
favor  of  this  measure,  which  must  have  become  fa- 
miliar to  each  member  by  this  time,  and  which  the 
committee  have  endeavored  to  present  m  their  re- 
port, which  all  are  supposed  to  have  read  as  clearly 
as  was  in  their  power.  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a 
brief  examination  of  the  soundness  of  some  of  the 
positions  assumed  in  opposition  thereto  in  the  mi- 
nority report  and  the  reported  arguments  of  the  sian 
er  of  the  same  in  the  other  branch. 

With  the  minority's  opening  statement  concerning 
the  duties  of  the  committee  and  their  true  course  of 
action  all  must  heartily  concur.  It  would  have  been 
easy  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  on  account 
of  their  numbers  and  to  get  rid  of  a  difficult  subject, 
but  most  highly  culpable  so  to  do  "unless  after  care- 


ful consideration  our  own  convictions  demand  it." 
That  after  careful  consideration  the  convictions  of 
the  majorit.v  did  so  demand  it  the  minority  cannot 
have  intended  to  call  in  question  or  to  insinuate  the 
neglect  or  careless  consideration  uhich  tliey  depre- 
cate. The  majority  did  undoubtedly  dncide  that  to 
visit  other  cities  would  delay  their  report  without 
changing  their  convictions  upon  the  mail]  question 
to  which  the  public  were  demanding  an  answer,  but 
so  far  as  time,  labor  Mud  investigation  bestowed  on 
this  subject  at  City  Hall  are  concerned  the  commit- 
tee cannot  think  that  tliey  have  failed  in  their  duty. 
With  the  exception  of  one  member  who  was  out  of 
the  country  the  chairs  most  often  vacant  at  our 
meetings  were  not  those  of  the  majority,  ami  if  there 
was  neglect  or  carelessness  anywhere  we  thiidi  our 
skirts  are  clear 

We  agree  most  heartily  in  the  minority's  definition 
of  the  ti;ue  course,  VIZ.:  ''To  adopt  measures  for  the 
permanent  security  of  the  city  rather  than  for  the 
temporary  alleviation  of  present  fears."  Our  differ- 
ence is  only  on  the  somewhat  important  question  of 
"which  is  the  justice  and  which  the  thief?  ' — which  of 
the  two  plans  contemplates  permanent  security,  and 
which  a  mere  temporary  relief?  Could  we  In  any 
manner  leave  this  vexed  question  for  the  public  to 
decide  on  the  showman's  appropriae  principle  of 
"you  pays  your  monev  and  ytm  takes  your  choice," 
the  majority  would  most  cheerfully  abide  the  result. 
For  we  cannot  but  think  that  thes  ■  petiticmers  pretty 
fairly  represent  the  pr.blic  in  this  matter,  and  the  in- 
genious argument  twisted  out  of  Mr.  Spooner's  evi- 
dence, to  the  efl'ect  that  they  did  n't  know  what  they 
were  asking  for,  and  did  n't  want  it  If  they  did,  seems 
to  us  almost  too  wea->;  to  stand  alone. 

The  position  assumed  by  the  minority,  and  which 
they  endeavor  to  adduce  arguments  to  support,  is 
that  the  appointment  of  a  commission  woufd  be  a 
devolution  of  our  own  duties,  which  we  are  abund- 
antl>  able  to  perform,  into  unknown  hands,  who  may 
perform  them  or  may  not.  Instead,  therefore,  of  de- 
volving these  powers  and  duties  of  the  committee  of 
the  City  Council  to  the  unknown  hands  of  a  board 
selected,  appointed  and  paid  for  the  performance  of 
these  duties,  and  these  alone,  the  minority  would  de- 
volve them  upon,  as  they  contend,  the  better  known, 
more  reliable  and  efficient  body  of  a  committee  of 
three  Aldermen,  annually  elected  to  perform  work  of 
which  this  will  be  but  a  fraction,  without  pay.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  devolution  of  powers,  which  both 
sides  admit,  which  would  be  the  least  known  and 
most  uncertain  bauds  to  which  to  commit  them— a 
permanent  board  selected  and  paid  for  this  and  no 
other  work,  or  three  of  each  year's  Aldermen  elected 
on  whatever  political  issue  may  turn  up  and  liable  to 
lose  their  seats  in  twelve  months  on  some  other? 
The  majority  do  not  consider  that  the  weakness  of 
the  present  system  Is  to  he  ascribed  particularly  to 
the  fact  that  the  committee  is  joint,  and  the  italics 
quoted  are  not  theirs,  but  that  it  is  temporary,  liable 
to  continual  change  on  all  sorts  of  issues  and  unpaid. 
No  business  man  would  employ  such  servants  to  do 
his  work. 

Because  no  member  of  the  present  board  could  be 
hired  for  work  claiming  his  whole  time  for  a  com- 
missioner's salary,  it  by  no  means  follows,  in  our 
opinion,  that  he  would  make  a  better  fire  commis- 
sioner than  many  a  man  who  could  be  hired..  Be- 
cause a  man  Is  a  good  average  alderman,  is  a  fraction 
of  his  time  worth  more  than  the  whole  time  of  a 
commissioHcr,  paid  to  make  it  the  business  of  his  life? 
That  such  a  commissioner  could  show  zeal  to  keep 
himself  in  office  otherwise  than  by  showing  zeal  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  we  cannot  regard  as  likely; 
but  If  he  did,  we  are  convinced  that  the  first-men- 
tioned zeal  would  be  properly  appreciated  by  the  ap- 
pointing power,  and  receive  its  due  reward.  That  a 
permanent  and  paid  board  would  be,  as  the  minority 
confidently  assert,  public  servants  less  looked  after 
by  their  masters,  whose  property  they  pro- 
tect, and  more  likely  to  become  obstinate  and 
indifferent  than  changing  committee  men, 
whose  reelection  may  depend  on  a  hundred 
possible  Issues  sooner  than  their  record  In  this 
particular  regard,  I,  for  one,  cannot  agree.  It  is, 
on  the  contrary,  because  I  believe  that  such 
a  board  will  be  known  and  looked  after 
by  their  masters  the  pnblic  to  a  degree  In  which 
changing  and  unpaid  committees  never  have  been  or 
can  be,  that  I  propose  to  vote  for  its  establishment. 
One  of  the  chief  objections  to  a  commission  is  stated 
on  page  8  to  be  the  fact^that  their  power  of  appointing 
members  would  give  them  the  complete  control  of 
five  hundred  voters,  and  that  inconsequence  it  would 
not  "take  the  department  out  of  politics."  A  frank 
admission  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority  that  it  is 
now  to  some  extent  in  politics.  Now,  if  it  were  pro- 
posed that  the  office  of  commissioner  should  be  elect- 
ive, it  is  easy  to  see  why  they  should  aim  at  popular- 
ity with  their  subordinates  to  secure  a  continuance 
in  office.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  as  if  nothing 
would  more  eff'ectually  "take  the  department  out  of 
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politics"  than  putting  at  its  head  officials  utterly  in- 
dependent of  its  votes.  If  it  is  not  now  in  politics, 
if  members  (>f  the  City  Government  have  never 
sought  or  obtained  its  influence  to  obtain  reelection, 
then  we  have  no  fear  of  seeing  its  five  hundred 
voters  led  or  driven  to  the  polls  by  appointed  com- 
rnist^ioners. 

But  let  us  look  over  our  testimony  in  regard  to  the 
experience  of  our  sister  city  upon  this  point.  Previ- 
ous to  the  appointment  of  the  commission  the  de- 
partment was  volunteer  and  under  the  control  of  the 
City  Council,  who,  of  course,  opposed  the  change. 
Mr.  George  T.  Hope,  president  of  the  Continental 
Insurance  Company,  and  apractical  fireman  for  many 
years,  says,  on  page  1:23 — 

"The  Fire  Department  was  too  useful  to  them  as  a 
political  machine,  and  they  used  it  from  snd  to  end. 
Without  exception,  the  companies  were  debauched 
and  used  for  political  purposes,  as  long  as  there  was 
a  volunteer  department  in  any  degree.  An  act  was 
passed  by  tiie  Legisbiture,  which  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  coiuniissiouers.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  alluded  to  the  effect  of  comrais- 
si(ms.  To  us  in  New  York,  and  to  those  in  other 
places,  that  such  a  thing  should  be  questioned  seems 
strauire.  Il  seems  strange  that  there  should  be  any 
question  as  to  whether  there  should  be  a  commis- 
sion, or  whether  a  number  of  men,  though  they  may 
be  the  best  men  that  Boston  or  the  earth  can  fur- 
nish, shall  take  the  position  of  volunteer  supervisors 
of  the  Fire  Department,.  It  is  a  matter  of  such  great 
breadth  and  importance  as  to  require  the  constant, 
inccfsant  and  closest  application  to  know  what  can 
benefit  and  extend  the  use  and  efficiency  of  the  de- 
partment; ai-d  no  man.  no  matter  who  he  is,  or 
where  he  is,  will  do  that  as  a  volunteer  aftair,  or  ever 
did,  in  Boston  or  out  of  it." 

We  find,  then,  the  main  intent  and  object  of  the 
New  York  commission  was  to  take  the  department 
out  of  politics,  or.  in  ihe  words  of  Mr.  Heald  on  page 
152, ''to  secure  at  least  one  arm  of  the  public  service 
which  is  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  political  in- 
fluence in  its  administration."  And  certainly  it  was 
high  time  that  this  step  should  be  taken,  for  the  gowd 
citizens  saw  plainly  enough  that  the  political  influ- 
ence of  the  Fire  Depaitment  in  the  Municipal  Gov- 
ernment was  the  flrst  rung  of  the  ladder  by  which 
the  captain  of  Big  Six,  Mr.  William  M.  .weed,  as- 
cended to  his  present  pedestal  of  infamy.  How, 
then,  has  the  experiment  succeeded?  I  quote  aaain 
from  Mr.  Heald's  testimony  on  page  1.52: 

''I  desire  to  make  one  statement  so  as  to  correct  an 
impression  that  may  be  derived  from  some  of  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made,  which  is  this:  that 
during  the  changes  in  that  commission  from  seven  to 
five  and  from  five  to  three,  during  all  the  changes 
from  the  time  of  Governor  Fenton's  flrst  appoint- 
ment until  the  present  time,  one  thing  is  true;  and 
that  is,  that  the  Fire  Department  essentially,  the 
Fire  Department  as  such,  has  shown  no  perceptible 
political  complexion— that  during  all  these  changes, 
while  the  commissioners  have  changed,  and  the  ma- 
jority has  been  Democratic,  or  Republican,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  was  at  first,  there  has  been  no  perceptible  in- 
fluence of  either  party  in  the  administration  of  the 
duties  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  have  been  a 
great  observer  of  the  internal  politics  of  New 
York,  although  not  a  voter.  I  do  not  know 
when  I  have  ever  heard  any  complaint  that  the  de- 
partment has  taken  on  a  political  character.  If, 
therefore,  we  are  liable  in  the  change  of  politics  and 
change  of  parties  to  have  the  commission  itself 
changed,  if  so  be  that  the  administration  of  that  com- 
mission standing  before  the  public  as  an  isolated 
commission,  chosen  for  a  particular  and  specific  ob- 
ject, confines  itself  to  the  honest  administration  of 
Its  duties,  irrespective  of  the  character  for  voting 
purposes  of  its  members,  or  the  human  machine 
which  it  uses,  then  certainly  we  have  made  a  great 
advance  in  removing  it  thus  far,  apparently,  at  any 
rate,  from  the  influence  of  politics." 

This  seems  to  be  pretty  direct  testimony  from  a 
close  observer,  that  the  New  York  Commission,  dur- 
ing the  years  of  its  existence,  has  confined  itself  to 
the  honest  administration  of  its  duties,  irrespective 
of  the  character  for  voting  purposes  of  the  human 
machine  which  it  uses.  Now,  I  think  it  hardly  com- 
plimentary to  our  citizens  to  infer  with  the  minority 
that  in  official  positions,  wherein  the  wa.k  of  New 
Yorkers  has  been  upright,  that  of  Bostonians  will  be 
in  danger  of  becoming  like  that  of  Mr.  Pher- 
nandiwud  "slantindicular,"  and  that  the  human 
machine  will  be  used  by  appointed  and  paid  com- 
missioners, as  it  has  not  been  by  elective  aldermen 
and  councilmen,  that  is  to  influence  elections  in- 
stead of  defending  the  city  against  fire.  We  now 
come,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  matter  of  insinuation  and 
Innuendo  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  rather  de- 
serving of  ridicule  than  the  indignation  which, 
in  some  quarters,  it  seems  to  have  excited.  The  ex- 
istence of  a  cunning  and  deep-laid  plan,  not  to 
say  plot  or  conspiracy,  is  darkly  hinted  at  whose  ne- 


farious purpose  is  the  obta'ning  of  political  power  at 
the  expense  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  We  are 
first  told  o"  a  rumor  that  the  commissioners  were  al- 
ready selected  and  circulating,  or  causing  to  be  circu- 
lated, the  petitions  which  came  before  us.  Next 
that  "those  managing  this  great  change,"  that  is, 
these  selected  commissioners,  with,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, their  selecter  the  Mayor,  ''not  content  when 
it  should  be  saccessful,  that  the  commissioners 
should  appoint  the  Chief  and  Vssistant  Engineer,  and 
expend  half  a  million  of  money  annually,  and  receive 
large  salaries  for  doing  so;  but,  anxious  for  the  polit- 
ical power  the  control  of  many  men  would  give 
them,"  did  as  a  "result  of  careful  study  and  cunning 
design"  procure  the  passage  of  an  amendment  to  the 
act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  engine  men, 
etc.,  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  exclusively. "by  add- 
ing after  the  word  'exclusively'  these  words:  'un- 
less the  said  City  Council  shall  by  ordinance  other- 
wise provide  for  their  appointment';  and  the  majori- 
ty report  does  provide  for  the  appointment  by  the 
commissioners." 

This  amendment  we  are  told  'was  not  asked  for  by 
the  city.  Its  Commiitee  on  Legislative  Affairs  knew 
nothing  about  it,  except  the  chairman,  and  he  does 
not  know  who  proposed  it;  but,  tliinking  it  unimpor- 
tant, did  not  acquaint  the  committee  with  it." 

That  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  did  not  acquaint 
the  committee  with  it.  A  well  known  Democratic 
Senator  from  Sutt'olk,  whether  himself  a  conspirator 
or  merely  maue  use  of  by  others,  accosted  me  one 
day,  saying  that  he  heard  much  talk  about  put- 
ting the  Fire  Department  under  a  commission. 
"Now,"  said  he,  "if  you  do  so  before  the  next  Legis- 
lature meets  you  will  find  this  provision  of  law  in 
your  way,  and  we  propose  an  amendment,  just  adding 
the  words,  'unless  the  City  Council  otherwise  pro- 
vides.' Then  if  you  decide  for  a  commission  it  is 
out  of  your  way,  and  if  you  don't  no  harm  is  done." 
In  my  confiding  innocence,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believed 
that  Democratic  Senator.  I  smelt  no  rat.  If  the 
cat's  whiskers  protruded  from  that  meal  I  failed  to 
see  them.  The  Legislative  Committee,  one  of  whose 
members  at  least  would  have  detected  the  villany, 
was  not  convened,  and  the  deed  was  done,  the  "care- 
ful study  and  cunning  design"  was  apparently  re- 
warded with  success. 

Apparently  only,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  we  now  see 
how  this  cunnin.g  device  against  popular  liberty  has 
returned  to  plague  its  inventors.  Intended  as  a  step 
towards  saddling  the  citizens  with  an  odious  commis- 
sion which  should  ride  them  like  an  old  man  of  the 
sea  and  suck  their  pockets  dry,  it  has  not  only  failed 
of  that  eft'ect,  but  has  been  skilfully  used  by  the 
Councilman  from  Ward  12  and  his"supporters,  to  ob- 
tain for  the  popular  branch  of  the  Government  pow- 
ers never  before  enjoyed.  This  ordinance  which 
they  have  sent  us  would  have  been  impossible  with- 
out the  amendment  so  cunningly  obtained  by  the 
would-be  commissioners  and  their  selecter.  I  don't 
know  whether  I  need  say,  like  Artemus  Ward,  that 
some  of  my  allusions  to  the  alleged  conspiracy  are 
sarcastikul,  but  such  is  certainly  the  case. 

I  believe  this  cunning  arrangement  and  deep  strat- 
agem to  be  all  in  the  eye  of  the  gentlemen  who  think 
they  have  discovered  it.      It  's    a  mare's  nest  which 
'  they  have  found,  Mr.  Chairman,  if    that  is  any  con- 
solation for  not  finding  a  Mayor. 

In  the  reported  argument  of  the  member  of  the  mi- 
nority in  the  other  branch,  he  states  his  position 
thus:  "Now  what  is  the  object  of  a  fire  commission. 
It  is  nothing  but  the  putting  of  weapons  into  the 
hands  of  an  organizatiwn  which  we  have  already  got. 
That  is  all  there  is  and  nothing  else.  Can  the  city  of 
Boston  with  its  own  organization  supply  the  Fire 
Department  with  the  requisite  men  and  means? 
That  is  all  the  question."  I  don't  think  it  is  quite 
all,  Mr.  Chairman.  To  carry  out  the  excellent  illus- 
tration of  a  gentleman  in  the  other  branch,  sup- 
posing that  during  the  rebellion  Congress  had  pro- 
posed to  abolish  the.  War  Department  wi*h  its  cum- 
brous machinery,  and  to  run  the  army  by  a  joint 
committee.  The  same  argument  would  have  been 
worth  just  as  much.  It  is  only  putting  weapons 
into  the  hands  of  an  organization  which  we  have  al- 
ready got.  Cannot  Congress  supply  the  army  with 
the  requisite  men  and  means.  The  general  com- 
mands in  the  field,  not  these  bureau-men  in  Wash- 
ington What  is  the  good  of  them?— er  the  Horse 
Guards  in  London?— or  the  war  ministries  of  Europe? 
The  answer  is,  that  to  keep  the  complex  machine  of 
an  army,  or  on  a  smaller  scale  the  Fire  Department 
of  a  large  city,  in  the  highest  state  of  combative  effi- 
ciency, there  must  be  men  making  it  the  profession 
of  their  lives  at  home,  in  addition  to  the  general  who 
commands  in  the  field.  We  believe  that  the  efficien- 
cy of  the  London  Fire  Brigade  is  due  to  its  system  of 
organization  and  government,  and  not  to  the  acci- 
dental qualifications  of  its  commander,  important 
as  they  are,  just  as  we  believe  that  the  War  Depart- 
ment would  have  made  just  as  good  an  army  if  Gen- 
eral Grant  had  never  existed.     That  the  present  sys- 
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tern  of  government  and  administration  of  onr  Fire  De- 
partment is  open  to  some  extent  to  the  objections  urg- 
ed against  tliat  of  King  Log  in  the  fable  all  hands  would 
seem  to  admit,  but  the  gentlero,an  from  Ward  12  tells 
us  in  so  many  words  that  these  poor  frogs  of  peti- 
tioners are  ignorantly  begging  for  King  Stork  in  his 
place,  who  will  gobble  up  their  liberties,  control 
elections,  and  inaugurate  a  system  of  swindling  and 
corruption,  beside  which  Tammany  will  pale  its  inef- 
jectual  tires.  But  1  don't  believe,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  either  Messrs.  Tweed,  Connolly  or  Hall,  or  men 
of  their  stamp,  will  ever  be  appointed  by  a  Host  m 
mayor  or  continued  by  a  Boston  council.  Not  only 
that,  but  I  believe  that  no  mayor  will  dare,  with  the 
underwriters  and  the  public  after  hiin,  to  use 
these  positions  to  pension  off  fossil  politicians  and 
played-out  party  hacks  with,  as  1  heard  an  opponent 
of  tne  Kieasure  predict.  There  will  be  not  only  live 
men,  bat  the  best  brains  and  business  energy  which 
our  city  can  command  in  the  places,  or  the  public 
will  know  the  reas -n  why.  I  have  heard  the  atritude 
of  the  underwriters  in  this  matter  severely 
criticised  by  gentlemen  of  both  branches.  Well, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  certainly  don't  desire  to 
submit  to  either  dictation  or  threats,  and  if 
tbe  insurance  men  have  used  either  they  have  most 
fatally  blundered.  But  I  do  believe  generally  m  the 
selfish  shrewdness  of  the  breeches  pocliet,  and  when 
the  large  business  class  whose  pockets  are  directly 
depleted  by  every  conflagration  that  occurs  give  a 
measure  iike  this  their  unanimous  and  earnest  sup- 
port, I  think  that  their  selfishness,  if  you  choose  to 
call  it  so,  at  any  rate  their  desire  to  make  money  at 
their  trade,  shows  us  where  our  safety  lies. 

In  one  assertion  concerning  these  petitioners,  made 
in  the  other  l^ranch,  I  most  heartily  concur,  though 
it  was  not  intended  as  a  compliment.  Tlieir  "re- 
spectability," made  the  object  of  sncli  withering  sar- 
casm, I  fully  agree  to  have  been  precisely  the  same 
respectability  which  defeated  Geneial  Butler  for  gov- 
ernor, the  man  who  promised  to  knock  over  commis- 
sioners like  ninepins.  Eight  thousand  men  of  such 
respectability  will  not  be  permanently  disposed  of 
either  by  comparisons  to  fro<;s  or  by  sneers  at  kid 
gloves,  or  vests  as  white  as  that  worn  by  the  gentle- 
man who  so  eloquently  denounced  such  badges  of  a 
bloated  aristocracy.  I  might  close,  Mr.  Chairman, 
by  asserting  that  I  failed  to  see  the  first  argument  on 
the  other  side,  and  a  jury  of  more  than  average  stu- 
pidity might  take  it  for  granted  that  there  were  none 
because  I  said  so.  But  I  am  convinced  that  this 
Board  would  not.  I  do  see  arguments  to  which  I 
concede  a  certain  force,  but  I  contend  that  they  are 
far  more  than  counterbalanced  and  outweighed  by 
those;  which  the  majority  have  endeavored  to  pre- 
sent. 

Alderman  Hulbert — If  there  ever  was  a  question 
this  Government  should  consider  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
pressed feelings  of  the  community,  this  one  is  before 
us  now.  The  request  itself  is  not  groundless.  It 
was  very  plain  to  any  looker-on  at  the  time  of  the 
great  November  fire  that  our  Fire  Department  failed 
just  where  it  ought  not  to  have  failed;  and  when  I 
say  this  I  don't  charge  the  department  with  things 
which  don't  belong  to  it.  I  walked  around  that  fire, 
and  have  n't  yet  changed  the  convictions  J  then 
formed.  One  thing  is  certain  ;  the  citizens  at 
large  demand  a  change,  and  they  intend  to 
have  it.  I  think  it  will  be  followed  up 
until  there  is  a  change  in  the  management  of  this 
department.  There  is  an  intense  feeling  about  it; 
every  stroke  of  the  fire  alarm  only  deepens  it  and 
every  premium  that  is  paid  makes  men  feel  that  a 
change  ought  to  be  made.  My  being  an  Alderman 
does  not  of  itself  render  me  wiser  than  thousands  of 
our  best  and  most  intelligent  and  practical  citizens, 
in  this  so  publicly  considered  matter,  whose  names 
have  been  sent  here  on  that  petition.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  question  before  us  is  whether  the 
change  so  desired  and  expected,  shall  be  made 
by  establishing  a  commission,  so  called,  instead  of 
by  the  City  (iovernment  as  heretofore,  I  am  very 
glad,  in  discussing  this  question,  to  say  that  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  is  probably 
as  good  a  one  as  this  city  has  had  for  years.  On  the 
part  of  this  Board  there  are  three  hard-working 
members  of  that  committee,  who  devote  as  much 
time  afi  any  gentleman  can  be  expected  to.  We  have 
the  best  showing  this  year  that  we  can  expect  to 
have  for  the  Fire  Committee.  The  department  pre- 
sents its  best  today.  In  less  than  ninety  days  they 
will  all  go  out,  and  new  and  raw  recruits  who 
have  n't  had  the  experience  may  come  in  to 
have  control  of  the  department,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  this  committee,  valuable  as  it  is,  is  likely  to 
be  lost  in  this  incoming  City  Government.  And  yet 
that  new  committee  are  within  the  next  month  after 
coming  into  office,  to  make  up  the  annual  appropria- 
tion required  for  that  department  for  the  current 
year.  What  knowledge  are  they  of  themselves  likely 
to  have  of  what  is  needed?  This  early  maliing  of  es- 
timate I   think    is    a  mistake    in    my   judgment.    I 


came  in  here  last  January,  and  what  did  I  know 
about  the  appropriations  for  the  next  year  ? 
I  blundered  along,  but  if  I  had  had  ninety 
days  longer  I  could  have  beco  nc  better  acquainted 
with  the  necessities  of  the  case.  As  to  the  mode  of 
electing  Chief-Engineer,  from  what  I  saw  of  its  work- 
ing this  year,  it  seemed  not  right.  Certainly  my  con- 
fidence in  the  best  results  being  obtained  in  that 
waj  was  not  strengthened.  There  are  members  of 
this  Board  who  told  me  that  they  should  be  glad  to 
see  a  change,  and  there  ought  to  be  a  change,  in  the 
Chief- Engineer,  but  they  did  n't  know  who  to  have. 
More  than  one  said  to  me.  If  you  will  show  us  a  better 
man  I  am  ready  to  vote  fof  him.  I  say  the  city  of 
Boston  is  large  enough  to  find  a  man  if  it  wants 
him,  instead  of  sitting  here  like  a  huge  Micawber, 
waiting  for  a  man  to  turn  up.  I  say  find  the  right 
man.  I  think  no  three  discreet  men,  with  responsi- 
bility to  the  public,  would  have  dared  to  do  what  this 
City' Councildid  last  spring— I  voted  blank  — I  mean 
men' who  are  free  from  piejudice,  for  I  don't  believe 
we  can  be  free  from  prejudice  when  we  come  to  re- 
elect men  who  have  held  the  office  before.  Now,  can 
you  safely  do  what  a  few  men  would  n't  do,  nor  take 
the  responsibility  of  doing?  I  have  been  here  not 
many  months,  but  long  enough  to  feel  that  the  longer 
I  am  here  the  more  unhappy  I  am.  Not  a  day  passes 
that  I  am  able  to  do  half  what  I  desire  to  do,  and 
yet  I  give  the  majority  of  my  waking  hours  to  city 
affairs.  And  there  are  gentlemen  here  who  it  seems 
to  me  are  always  at  work.  I  d(m't  think  there  is 
any  Alc'erman  here  who  will  say  he  is  satisfied  with 
his  looking  into  the  workings  of  his  department. 
There  is  no  use  disguising  the  fact  that  the  present 
good  working  of  some  of  the  departments  is  owing 
largely  to  the  excellent  heads  of  those  departments, 
and  citizens  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  men  that 
are  ill  those  posilicms.  But  for  them,  the  raw  re- 
cruits annually  coming  in  to  loanage  the  comnlex: 
machinery  of  this  Government  would  in  many  cases 
make  a  sorry  mess  of  it. 

Every  man  is  indebted  to  the  heads  of  these  de- 
partments. Now,  without  discussing  the  questions 
of  how  far  commissions  should  be  introduced,  I 
want  to  say  something  about  the  practicaljility  of 
bringing  a  commission  into  the  Fire  Department. 
Like  every  other  department  it  has  its  peculiar 
wants.  The  annual  expenses  are  enormous  and  are 
growing  eniu'mously,  with  the  various  projects 
'  bi'ought  up  here,  and  likely  to  be  brought  up, 
and  adopted,  for  the  whole  world  has  got 
an  idea  about  putting  out  fires,  and  we 
are  going  to  have  a  still  further  enormous 
Increase  of  expense,  in  my  judgment.  Every 
thing  that  the  department  wants  now  it  must  have 
and  always  has  had.  In  the  opinion  of  the  public  it 
does  net  meet  what  it  is  organized  to  be — and  do — 
and  the  public  and  every  man  of  property  should  be 
heard.  There  are,  of  course,  some  questions  that 
we  can  understand  better  by  being  in  City  Hall,  but 
of  this  question  the  public  knows  as  much  as  we  do. 
In  my  opinion  the  department  doesn't  meet  the 
public  wishes;  the  insurance  companies  are  not 
satisfied  with  it,  and  we  are  paying  for  it  every  day. 
All  agree  that  changes  are  needed,  but  what,  is  not 
settled.  The  minority  report  is  more  full  of  changes 
than  the  majority's.  It  is  endless  in  its  suggestions 
— new  apparatus,  good  men  are  needed. 

Why  we  have  n't  got  money  enough  in  the  treas- 
ury to  meet  the  changes  they  propose.  Many  varied, 
novel  and  expensive  suggestions  are  made,  and  in 
vestigation  is  needed  to  determine  their  adoption  or 
rejection.  iNew  appliances  are  coming  up  for  ex- 
tinguishing fires.  We  want  cool  heads  to  make 
it  a  business  and  a  studv,  so  that  whatever  we 
do  we  shall  not  have  to  take  any  back  tracks. 
Now  I  contend  that  although  the  appointment  of  a 
commission  may  tend  to  increase  the  improvements, 
it  will  not  necessarily  tend  to  increase  the  cost  of 
protection.  Ask  any  manufacturer,  and  he  will  tell 
you  he  was  compelled  to  adopt  costly,  improved 
machinery,  but  in  the  end  it  more  than 
paid    the     cost    by    the    superiority   of    the  work. 

The  expendititres  are  to  be  considered,  but  I  con- 
tend that  this  item  of  salary  will  be  a  mere  trifle. 
Sunpose  we  pay  each  member  five  thousand  dollars 
a  year?  I  venture  to  say  that  any  member  of  this 
Board,  if  intrusted  with  that  department,  would 
save  more  than  that  amount  in  one  year.  Economy 
hasn't  been  the  leading  trait  of  that  department  for 
many  years.  We  want  concentrated  intellect,  we 
want  the  labors  of  intelligent  men,  on  this  subject. 
We  want  improved  appliances  for  putting  out  fires, 
efficiency  and  responsibility  where  we  can  find 
it.  You  can't  find  responsibility  now.  We 
undertook  to  find  it  last  fall,  but  couldn't. 
Another  thing:  I  do  not  think  a  committee  would 
be  intelligently  inventive  enough  to  look  into  this 
subject  thoroughly  and  treat  it  properly.  The  work- 
ing is  such  that  we  don't  give  matters  brought  be- 
fore us  the  attention  they  should  have  in  many  cases. 
Let  us  stop  and  try  and  find  out  where  we  are.    We 
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need  now  what  no  committee  are  likely  to  do — a 
body  of  sound,  practical  men,  who  will  take  this  de- 
partment and  make  it  a  business  to  work  it,  prune  it, 
improve  it,  and  make  it  what  only  such  attention 
can.  I  don't  want  any  more  commissioners  ap- 
pointed who  have  anything  else  to  do.  I  want  men 
who  will  give  their  whole  time  to  it,  and  who  will  do 
their  work  under  a  sense  of  responsibility  to  the 
City  Government.  If  these  commissioners  are  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Mayor,  I  contend  he  will  be 
blamed  if  he  does  n't  iind  them,  and  not 
select  from  the  small  fry  who  fioat  into  City  Ilall, 
where  there  is  a  place  offered  with  a  salary  of  .$500. 
It  is  marvellous  to  see  the  small  trash  which  runs  in 
here  when  such  opportunities  are  oft'ered.  It  does 
n't  take  the  highest  form  of  talent,  but  it  requires  a 
good  level  heacl  well  applied.  I  am  glad  the  Mayor 
IS  to  appoint.  The  City  Council  should  confirm,  but 
never  elect.  The  weakest,  poorest  work  that  has 
been  done  this  year  is  the  election  of  the  per- 
sons to  perform  subordinate,  yet  important  work 
of  the  assessors.  I  refer  to  the  outside  parties 
employed  as  assistants.  I  am  ashamed  of 
what  I  did.  I  inquired  and  did  the  best  I 
.could.  It  is  astonishing  that  the  work  of 
assessing  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  such 
men.  I  say  nothing  against  them  as  men — I  am  talk- 
ing of  them  as  assessors.  No  three  men,  made  re- 
sponsible, would  have  dared  to  do  what  we  in  our  as- 
sembled wisdom  did.  Political  pressure  is  brought 
to  bear,  and  they  get  in.  I  am  ashamed  of  what  I 
did;  I  don't  know  whether  you  are  or  not  Now,  a 
commission  is  set  between  the  public  on  the  one  side 
and  you  on  the  other.  There  is  no  likelihood  of 
their  going  astray,  watched  on  both  sides.  We  are 
not  New  York  yet.  Citizens  have  spoken  very 
plainly.  Reference  has  been  made  to  Albany  and 
New  York  in  regard  to  the  expense  of  conducting 
commissions,  but  I  don't  think  if  such  commissions 
were  appointed  here  the  Mayor  would  be  easy  if  he 
kept  them  in  office  thirty  days.  The  wretched 
state  of  affairs  in  New  York  are  something  that 
good  citizens  are  to  be  blamed  for.  They  began  to 
clean  out  the  stables,  but  only  half  did  it.  A  City 
Government,  or  a  committee  of  it,  or  a  commission, 
let  alone,  unwatched,  uninvestigated,  is  likely  to  go 
wrong.  Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  municipal 
purity  and  honor.  Our  people  have  begun  to  exer- 
cise it,  and  with  good  results.  The  only  hope  for 
our  citv  is  for  good  citizens  to  stand  up  and  say  It 
is  n't  right;  for  the  press  to  criticise,  and  when  they 
get  hold  of  a  wrong  expenditure,  out  with  it.  The 
moment  the  citizens  let  this  Government  alone  you 
will  have  trouble.  Good  men  have  let  it  alone  too 
much.  But  we  are  getting  waked  up  a  little,  and 
there  is  our  safety.  I  contend  that  the  City 
Government  in  its  committees  cannot  give  the  time 
and  attention  which  are  requisite  to  producing  in  this 
Fire  Department  what  may  be  done  for  the  proper 
protection  of  your  property  and  mine  and  what  it 
requires.  We  are  spending  more  money  today  than 
any  other  city  in  the  world  to  guard  against  fire,  and 
in  some  respects  we  have  got  as  weak  an  organiza- 
tion as  can  be  found,  and  in  some  respects  we  have 
as  good  a  one.  We  have  urged  upon  us  the  necessity 
of  great  despatch  at  a  fire— the  using  of  pails  of 
water,  but  no  attention  is  paid  to  that  now.  I  con- 
tend that  no  committee  could  give  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment proper  attention.  Look  at  the  committees 
which  each  Alderman  is  on.  Divide  up  the 
hours  of  the  day,  giving  six  for  sleep,  and 
see  how  much  an  Alderman  would  have  for  the  Fire 
Department.  The  City  Government  is  growing  larger 
every  year.  It  should  contmue  to  be  the  supervis- 
ing power.  It  should  never  let  go  of  the  expendit- 
nres.  The  members  have  n't  time  to  study  up  the 
details,  and  they  will  not  do  it.  Paid,  steadily  em- 
ployed men  must  do  this,  and  an  unpaid  City  Gov- 
ernment must  supervise  and  correct  it  and  make  the 
appropriations.  Albany  and  New  York  have  been 
quoted.  I  look  at  something  that  we  know  about. 
Go  up  int  J  the  Street  Commissioners'  office.  You 
can  get  any  information  you  want  on  the  subject 
of  streets,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  no  three 
men  could  have  given  better  satisfaction  than 
those  three  gentlemen  have.  I  have  seen  them 
under  a  variety  of  circumstances,  and  that  commis- 
sion is  a  success.  But  there  is  one  danger,  that  of 
magnifying  the  office.  Looking  at  one  thing  all  the 
time,  they  may  think  of  doing  too  much.  That  is 
what  the  City  Government  is  here  for — to  check  any 
department  when  it  goes  too  far.  They  come  annu- 
ally from  the  people  and  can  do  this  perfectly.  I  am 
on  the  Committee  on  Paving;  we  have  an  appropria- 
tion and  can  use  only  so  much.  Now  I  say  that  a 
commission  would  take  the  appropriation  and  do 
better  with  it  than  a  committee  can.  Therefore  I  am 
in  favor  of  a  commission.  I  dare  not  stand  up 
against  the  men  who  know  better  than  I  do  what  is 
best,  and  I  don't  believe  this  Board  will  do  it. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  propose  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Board  at  any  length  by  relating  my  views 


on  this  subject,  which  have  been  pretty  fully  set 
forth  in  the  minority  report.  The  gentleman  repre- 
senting the  majority  has  dwelt  on  the  importance  of 
the  evidence  which  came  before  the  committee.  I 
have  yet  to  learn  one  single  person  who  testified  that 
he  knew  the  first  thing  about  the  working  of  a  com- 
mission. A  gentleman  from  New  York  eulogized 
their  present  system,  dwelling  on  its  great  advan- 
tages over  the  old  system.  And  well  he  might,  for  it 
is  simply  the  system  of  a  paid  department,  in  place 
of  the  old  volunteer  system.  The  most  intelligent 
gentleman  said  they  always  took  the  example  from 
Boston  and  followed  in  our  wake,  and  tt^ey  did  when 
they  abolished  the  old  volunteer  department.  Any- 
body will  admit  the  superiority  of  our  present  system 
over  the  old  one.  One  very  important  thingis  the  tak- 
ing of  thedeparrment  out  of  politics.  One  New  York 
gentleman,  who  professed  to  know  more  about  the 
workings  of  the  commission  than  any  other,  testified 
that  commissioners  were  frequently  removed  for 
political  causes.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  is  the 
political  machii  es  which  have  ruined  New  York. 
Its  system  of  commissions  is  the  curse  of  New  York 
today,  and  they  have  n't  yet  rescued  the  city  from 
the  rule  which  was  inaugurated  by  that  system.  The 
gentleman  talks  about  the  time  of  Aldermen.  That 
is  the  only  real  argument  I  have  seen  for  a  commis- 
sion. I  don't  know  what  interpretation  gentlemen 
put  upon  the  oath  they  took  when  they  came  here. 
I  took  an  oath  that  I  was  to  give  all  my  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  city  so  far  as  it  is  required.  That  is 
the  interpretation  I  put  upon  it.  If  gentlemen  wish 
to  plead  guilty  to  having  neglected  duties  they 
swore  to  perform,  I  don't.  I  propose  to  attend 
to  the  city's  to  the  neglect  of  my  own  busi- 
ness. The  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  been 
connected  in  the  Fire  Committee  have  done  the  best 
they  could.  All  say  it  is  the  best  committee  we  have 
had.  New,  great  stress  is  laid  on  the  number  of 
committees  which  a  meinbcr  is  on.  Well,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department  is  required  to  meet  twice 
a  month,  which  is  as  often  as  is  necessary  to  transact 
all  the  business.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  it. 
Every  gentleman  has  given,  and  does  give,  all  the 
time  that  is  necessary.  I  am  opposed  to  a  commis- 
sion, because  I  dread  its  influences;  and  I  speak  from 
a  knowledge  of  their  workings  in  other  cities.  In 
reference  to  the  ordinance  offered  by  Alderman  Steb- 
bins,  I  would  state  that  it  is  well  known  that  when 
the  question  came  up  of  organizing  the  Board  of 
Health,  several  gentlemen  said  they  would  take 
it  if  it  was  without  pay,  but  would  not  accept  the 
position  with  a  salary.  The  gentleman  opposite 
has  referred  to  the  heads  of  departments.  I  take 
it  that  the  committees  cannot  do  anything  for  the 
city  unless  they  have  good  men  at  the  heads  of  de- 
partments. It  has  been  understood  that  Mr.  Damrell 
was  the  best  man  that  we  could  get  for  Chief  Engin- 
eer. I  have  said  if  we  could  get  a  better  man  I  am 
ready  to  vote  against  Mr.  Damrell,  and  if  we  can  find 
a  better  man  it  is  our  duty  to  elect  him.  In  relation 
to  the  eight  thousand  petitioners.  I  have  yet  to  find 
one  who  said  he  knew  anything  about  the  workings 
of  a  commission.  They  signed  a  petition,  they  say, 
which  said  on  its  face  that  it  looked  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Fire  Department.  They  are  all  under 
the  impression,  because  we  have  had  a  great  fire  here, 
that  our  department  is  not  what  it  should  be,  and  if 
improvement  can  be  made  without  a  commis- 
sion, they  will  be  perfectly  satisfied.  The  gen- 
tleman said  we  are  not  j  et  like  New  York. 
I  am  glad  that  we  are  not,  and  I  think  we  are  not 
likely  to  be,  but  if  you  go  on  appointing  commissions 
you  will  be  approaching  the  status  of  affairs  there. 
Some  of  the  underwriters  who  appeared  before  the 
committee  tried  particularly  to  impress  upon  us  that 
they  had  instructions  from  foreign  offices,  on  account 
of  the  great  fire,  to  cut  down  their  risks  here.  A 
gentleman  from  New  York  said  he  had  no  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  Boston  that  did  n't  apply  to 
every  city  in  the  Union.  It  is  unnecessary,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  take  up  the  time.  This  matter  has  been 
discussed  privately  and  publicly,  and  everybody 
knows  my  sentiments  as  expre  sed  in  the  minority 
report.    I  hope  the  majority  report  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  hope  the  majority  report  will 
pass.  I  pretend  to  know  something  of  the  senti- 
ment of  the  city  of  Boston.  There  are  only  two  of 
us  here  who  were  born  in  Boston,  and  the  other  one 
has  been  emphatically  in  favor  of  a  commission.  I 
know  something  of  the  solid  men  of  Boston  who 
signed  that  petition.  We  did  n't  have  that 
fire  on  the  9th  of  November  without  hav- 
ing convictions  burned  into  the  hearts  of  the 
community.  One  was  that  we  did  n't  have  our  build- 
ings put  up  right,  that  was  fixed  by  the  Bu'lding  law. 
Another  conviction  was  that  some  improvement 
should  be  made  in  the  Fire  Department,  and  gentle- 
men whom  I  have  met!  have  said  they  wished  a  fire 
commission.  If  there  is  anything  the  merchants  of 
Boston  want  it  is  a  commission  to  take  eharge  of  the 
department.    I  had  the  honor  to  be  on  that  commit- 
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tee  some  years  au;i)  myself,  and  it  is  mv  belief  that  it 
should  be  under  the  control  of  a  commission.  I  will 
say,  in  deference  to  the  gentleman  who  has  last  spok- 
en, that  gentlemen  cannot  attend  to  ull  their  duties 
here.  In  the  last  two  weeks  the  gentleman  himself 
has  not  been  present  at  two  committees.  One  gen- 
tleman told  me  that  he  attended  eight  committee 
meetings  a  day,  and  many  of  us  have  several  a  day. 
Every  member  must  be  upon  from  five  to  twelve  com- 
mittees, and  It  is  impossible  for  him  to  give  to  every 
matter  that  attention  it  deserves.  If  there  is  any 
department  which  needs  all  the  attention  it  can  get, 
it  is  the  Fire  Department.  We  need  a  commission 
who  shall  give  their  whole  attention  to  the  subject. 
They  will  have  enough  to  keep  them  busy  all  the 
time.  The  men  who  compose  such  a  commission 
should  be  above  political  influences.  Some  political 
influence  is  used  by  this  Fire  Department,  and  I 
don't  propose  to  cater  to  it.  But  I  do  propose  to 
listen  to  such  petitions  and  to  such  resolutions  aa 
have  been  sent  by  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade,  and 
any  gentleman  who  does  not  heed  them  will  have 
the  same  lesson  taught  him  that  was  taught  the 
Board  last  year,  when  eight  gentlemen  were  left  out. 
I  have  seen  half  a  century  in  Boston  and  can  state 
something  of  the  Fire  Depa  tment.  My  own  dwell- 
ing was  near  one  of  the  engine  houses.  They  man- 
aged fires  well  in  those  days,  but  finally 
it  became  necessary  to  have  a  paid  depart- 
ment, and  there  vvas  great  opposition.  Mayor 
Eliot  had  the  courage  to  disband  the  department. 
The  old  members  went  away.  People  were  natur 
ally  conservative  and  opposed  to  radical  changes. 
For  awhile  some  of  the  best  men  in  Bostcm  ran  with 
the  engines,  stood  at  the  handles  and  managed  the 
department,  but  in  a  few  weeks  the  old  firemen 
came  back,  and  I  don't  believe  they  have  ever  been 
sorry  for  the  change.  Then  came  the  change  for  a 
steam  department.  It  was  established,  and  we  all 
know  what  a  cry  was  rai.xed  about  it.  Now  has 
come  the  time  for  another  change  to  a  paid  commis- 
sion. With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  we  need 
changes  in  all  our  departments.  The  progress  of 
the  age  calls  for  change.  We  need  men  in  charge  of 
the  department  who  don't  know  so  much  that  they 
can't  be  taught.  1  balieve  we  can  find  men  who  will 
know  more  tae  longer  they  live.  Therefore, 
I  say,  let  us  choose  a  fire  commission  and  let 
us  vote  upon  it  tonight.  One  strong  argument 
of  the  minority  is,  why  put  on  this  extra 
expense  of  twenty  or  tnirty  thousand  dollars  a 
a  year?  This  is  the  paltry  sum  we  are  asked  to  save. 
We  lost  ih  the  fire  eighty  million  dollars.  It  took 
two  or  three  million  dollars  to  reinsure  again.  The 
money  did  n't  come  altogether  from  the  rich  men  of 
Boston,  but  from  poor  widows  as  well.  Millions  of 
dollars  had  to  be  spent  immediately.  Now  what 
i«  the  fact  today  ?  I  have  consulted  with  careful  in- 
surance men.  Our  valuation,  personal  and  real,  is 
about  seven  hundred  million  dollars,  and  I  suppose 
that  we  have  in  Boston  an  insurance  of  two  hundred 
million  dollars.  I  was  connected  with  a  careful  in- 
surance company  myself,  and  the  president  told  me 
that  the  average  rate  was  one  per  cent — call  it  three- 
quarters.  We  all  know  that  the  insurance  rates 
have  been  increased  from  fifty  to  a  hundred, 
per  cent. — talte  the  smallest  average,  seventy- 
five  per  cent. — and  today  we  are  paying 
Over  $1,125,000  more  than  we  did  on  our  old  rates. 
It  is  an  extra  tax  on  us  day  after  day.  And  yet  gen- 
tlemen say  we  will  spend  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars  extra!  While  many  a  firm  must  be  paying 
out  that  amount  extra  every  year.  It  is  a  business 
investment  for  these  merchants.  What  are  one  or 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  added  to  our  annual 
expenses?  It  adds  one  or  two  per  cent,  to  our  taxes. 
In  this  connection  I  will  read  a  letter  from  a  promi- 
nent insurance  gentleman  in  New  fork,  to  a  gentle- 
man in  this  city,  who  sent  it  to  me: 

"Anticipating  that  your  City  Council  would  act 
favorably  on  the  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  its  increased  efficiency,  I  have  been  willing 
to  write  in  Boston,  but  their  short-sighted  policy 
tempts  me  to  decline  any  further  risks.  Will  it  re- 
main so?" 

And  the  Boston  gentleman  adds,  in;hi8  note  to 
me — 

"I  fear  that  a  failure  to  appoint  a  commission  will 
tax  the  merchants  with  still  higher  rates  than  now 
prevail  for  insurance." 

Will  it  remain  so?  I  believe  public  opinion  is 
strong  enough  to  move  this  Board.  If  we  adopt  that 
ordinance,  and  send  it  back  to  the  other  branch,  I 
believe  they  will  pass  it  on  the  sober  second  thought. 
Pass  this  ordinance  and  a  thrill  of  joy  will  go  through 
the  community  and  through  the  insurance  com- 
panies. We  have  great  respect  for  the  insurance  com- 
panies today.  Who  will  go  and  put  his  ten  or  twenty 
thousand  dollars  into  an  insurance  company  today? 
They  come  here  and  ask  us  to  appoint  three  intel- 
ligent men  on  the  fire  commission.    If  we  don't  do 


it  we  are  derelict  in  our  duty.  Let  us  adopt  this 
ordinance,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Council  will  adopt 
it  also. 

Alderman  Power — When  the  citizens  of  Boston  did 
me  the  honor  to  reelect  me  to  this  Board  I  thought 
they  did  so  because  they  thought  I  was  a  man  who 
had  some  opiniims  of  my  own  and  had  iiidept  ndence 
enough  to  stand  up  for  them.  I  don't  think  they 
made  any  mistake.  The  gentleman  tells  me  if  I  don't , 
vote  for  a  fire  commission  the  people  will  send  me 
home.  The  newspapers  have  told  me  so  and  gentle- 
men iri  this  room  have  told  me  the  same  thing.  I 
don't  propose  to  be  influenced  by  the  whip  an  J  spur. , 
I  propose  to  act  according  to  the  convictions  of  my 
conscience.  I  don't  propose  to  he  driven  to  it  by, 
threats.  The  gentleman  tells  me  substantially  that, 
if  I  don't  vote  for  a  commission  I  can't  come  'jack 
here.  Since  I  have  been  here  I  have  done  my  duty' 
according  to  the  oath  I  took  to  give  the  city  business 
the  preference  at  all  times.  I  say  that  I  have  had 
time  to  learn  more  of  the  workings  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment than  any  gentleman,  outside  of  this  Govern- 
ment. If  any  irenfleman  in  this  Government  isn't 
competent  to  look  after  this  department  he  hasn't 
done  his  duty.  He  came  here  specially  to  give  hiS' 
attention  to  the  duties  and  Wiints  of  the  city,  and  to, 
the  expenditure  of  money.  When  gentlemen  talk  of 
beinsi  ashamed  of  voting  for  an  improper  man  I  don't 
plead  guiUy  of  thHt  charge.  I  haven't  felt  ashamed 
yet.  There  mii'ht  be  advantages  in  a  commission' 
with  prooer  meOi  ijnd  gentlemen  who  sincerely, 
think  so  ought  to  vote  for  one.  I  say  to  the 
gentlemen  of  this  Board,  do  your  duty;  iq. 
what  you  are  sent  to  do.  There  is  no  need  of- 
a commission  at  all  if  gentlemen  act  fully  up  to  tVie 
oath  they  took  when  they  came  here.  Commissions 
are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this  Government.  It  was 
against  that  system  that  our  forefathers  rebelled  andj 
gained  tbeii  "independence.  If  the  people  think  I, 
have  n't  done  right  by  opposing  a  commission  they 
\^ill  have  the  privilege  of  voting  against  me  at  trie 
next  election.  They  will  have  the  privilege  of  voting 
against  a  man  who  did  his  duty.  When  you  make; 
commissions  you  tie  up  yourselves,  you  get  four  or 
five  commissions  here  and  you  band  five  or  siX' 
thousand  men  together  to  elect  whom  they  please.! 
I  have  never  catered  to  the  Fire  Department  nor  anyi 
other  department  since  I  have  had  a  seat  in  thi#' 
Board,  and  I  have  always  maintained  my  indepen- 
dence above  them.  I  don't  allow  their  errors  to  go 
uninvestigated;  and  I  don't  propose,  no  matter  what, 
the  pressure  is  brousht  against  me,  to  vote  other 
thai)  as  I  think.  I  came  here  as  an  independent  maa. 
and  sacrifice  ray  time  for  the  city,  but  I  don't  pro- 
pose to  sacrifice  my  honor  and  independence. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  rise  to  msve  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  over,  and  make  it  the  special  assignment  for 
next  Thursday  afternoon,  and  likewise  to  have  the 
ordinance,  offered  this  afternoon,  printed.  I  know 
something  of  the  gentleman  who  originated  that' 
ordinance,  aitd  perhaps  we  may  find  something  there 
that  the  Board  is  not  aware  of.  I  believe  the  time 
the  gentleman  has  spent  on  that  ordinance  is  wortfi. 
something.  If  we  find  it  is  n't  anything  special  after. 
we  have  examined  It,  we  can  reject  it.  There  will  be. 
nothing  lost,  as  the  Council  meets  on  Thursday  even- 
ing and  can  then  act  on  the  question  again.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  agree  to  lay  the  subject  over,  f 
will  withdraw  the  motion,  however,  if  any  gentle- 
man vvi,.-hes  to  speak. 

Alderman  Quiiicy — T  think  that  further  de'ay  in 
this  matter  is  the  policy  of  cowardice  and  nothing 
else.  There  has  been  too  much  delay  and  the  public 
are  justly  indignant.  WhMt  exactly  are  the  merits  of 
the  new  ordinance,  submitted  in  writing,  we  dim't 
know  Wc  do  know  all  about  that  which  these 
petitioners  and  the  public  demand,  and  we  have  all 
made  up  our  minds  whether  we  ought  or  ought  not 
to  uive  it  them  Now  let  us  stand  up  in  our  hoots 
and  jjve  them  the  answer,  yes  or  no,  which  they  de- 
mand. If  it  is  honestly  no,  then  I  will  give  my  whole 
attention  to  the  next  best  thing,  whatever  that  may 
be.  hut  until  that  question  is  answered  this  proposi- 
tion for  a  mixed  commission  is  nothing  but  a  com- 
promise. 

We  «re  offered  a  compromise  in  the  shape  of  the 
ordinance  providing  for  a  mixed  board  upon  the 
model  of  the  Water  Board,  consisting  of  members 
of  the  City  Council  and  citizens  serving  without 
pay.  There  are  occasions  when  a  compromise  is  the 
most  sensible  and  proper  course  to  be  taken,  as  there 
are  others  wliere  men  of  principle,  convinced  that 
they  are  right,  should  utterly  scout  the  idea.  Which 
is  here  the  case?  In  the  first  place,  with  whom  is 
this  compromise  made?  With  the  opponents  of  the 
mensiire,  of  course.  Who  and  what  are  they?  lam 
inclined  to  believe  those  newspapers  which  answer, 
'The  Fire  Department  and  its  political  influence.'' 
Now,  convince  me  that  this  measure  which  the  public 
ask  of  us  is  unwise  and  dangerous,  and  I  will  cer- 
tainly vote  to  refuse  it  them   and  consider    the  next 
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fcest  plan  of  improvement.  But  if  you  fail 
so  to  convince  me,  don't  ask  me  to  com- 
promise, because  the  Fire  Department  wont  swallow 
the  dose,  and  something  must  be  compounded  which 
they  will.  I  have  not  been  in  the  City  Government 
long  enough  to  know  whether 'this  political  influence 
which  the  papers  talk  about  is  much  or  little  at  the 
present  day.  Perhaps  I  niay  find  out  at  some  time. 
It  may  be  argued  in  favot  of  the  compromise,  that 
because  it  ha'^  been  tried  and  found  good  for  water 
it  would  succeed  with  fire.  I  can't  see  the  logic 
there.  The  business  of  a  water  board  is  essentially 
peaceful,  that  of  a  fire  board  warlike — the  former 
employs  lab-rers,  the  latter  cotnmands  fighters,  who 
are  expected  to  risk  their  lives,  and  who  do  it. 
Changing  City  Councilmen  and  unpaid  citizens  may 
eonstitute  a  body  of  sulficient  strength,  energy  and 
promptitude  to  run  the  water  works,  but  the  public 
has  asked  for  and  the  majority  believe  in  giving' 
them  something  far  more  permanent  and  responsible 
as  a  head  to  the  fire  army. 

But  has  the  experiment  of  mixed  commissions  in 
the  City  Government  been  a  success  set  far?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  Mr.  Loring,  in  arguing  against 
a  fire  commission,  criticises  in  so  many  words  the 
Water  Board  and  the  Public  Library  Board  as  the 
most  inefficient  of  all  our  boards  and  commissions, 
and  then  because  these  elective  and  unpaid  bodies 
have,  according  to  him  proved  a  failure,  he  argues 
that  an  appointed  and  paid  fire  commission  would 
but  follow  in  their  footsteps.  I  can't  see  that,  Mr, 
Chairman,  but  if  mixed  and  unpaid  commissions 
have  in  reality  proved  themselves  too  weak  to  deal 
with  books  or  water,  for  heaven's  sake  don't  ask 
them  to  fight  fire. 

We  think  that  we  see  the  line,  Mr.  Chairman,  on 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  fight  this  thing  out,  and, 
thinking  so,  a  compromioe  would  be  for  us  similar 
to  that  defined  in  the  "Gospel  of  Peace,"  published  in 
war  times,  and  from  which  I  will  venture  a  quotation. 
In  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  first  book,  the  question 
being  of  a  compromise  between  the  men  of  the 
North  and  the  Phiretahs  of  the  South,  it  is  said  in 
Terse  13 — 

"Now  in  the  land  of  TJnculpsalm  when  a  man 
humbled  himself  before  ailolher  which  threatened 
him  he  was  said  to  compromise.  And  they  said, 
Let  us  compromise  ourselves  again  unto  our  South- 
ern brethren,  and  it  shall  be  well  with  us.  For  be- 
hold, then  they  will  remember  that  we  have  compro- 
mised unto  them,  and  they  will  again  be  gracious 
nnto  their  servants  and  will  admit  us  unto  a  share  in 
the  Government,  and  we  shall  rule  the  land  as  afore- 
ttme." 

I  should  have  to  be  convinced,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  compromise  before  us  was  something  widely  dif- 
ferent from  that  here  spoken  of  before  I  should  vote 
for  it. 

Alderman  Clark — This  subject  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance and  should  receive  our  careful  considera- 
tion, inasmuch  as  it  is  proposed  to  change  our  en- 
tire system  of  managing  the  department.  Eight 
thousand  of  our  citizens  have  petitioned  for  a  change 
of  some  kind.  They  probably  did  not  know  exactly 
what  kind  of  a  change  would  be  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city.  Every  member  of  this  Board  is  desirous 
of  having  a  radical  change  in  the  department.  A 
committee  was  appointed,  and  I  presume  they  re- 
ported with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  It  went  into 
the  other  branch,  where  it  originated.  After  a  long 
aud  exhaustive  debate,  with  a  full  Council,  a  yea  and 
nay  vote  was  taken  and  the  minority  report  was 
adopted.  It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  if  we  believe  a 
change  is  necessary  in  the  management  of  the  depart- 
ment, to  adopt  such  changes  as  we  believe  will  be  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  city,  and  such  as  will 
be  likely  to  be  concurred  in  by  the  other  branch. 
The  Alderman  from  Ward  8  has  introduced  an  ordi- 
nance this  afternoon  to  have  a  board  of  directors 
appointed  on  the  management  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment instead  of  a  commission.  We  have  a  dozen  in- 
stitutions which  have  been  long  and  ably  managed 
npon  precisely  such  principles  as  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  for  the  Fire  Department. 
No  member  of  this  Board  or  City  Council  can,  at  the 
present  time  or  in  the  past,  find  fault  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  public  institutions  which  have  had 
among  the  directors  some  of  our  best  citizens,  devot- 
ing no  less  than  half  their  time  every  day  to  them, 
serving  year  after  year  without  pay.  We  have  also 
the  Public  Library,  which  ranks  first  in  this  country, 
and  is  managed  by  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  city, 
men  who  are  elected  by  the  members  of  this  City 
Government.  I  believe  there  has  been  no  fault 
found  with  the  management  of  the  library  by  men 
serving  without  pay.  Our  institutions  are  managed 
by  men  without  pay,  and  do  you  suppose  that  you 
could  get  any  better  man  at  their  head  than  Mr.  Brad- 
ley? Now,  it  is  not  impossible  that  in  the  ordinance 
which  it  is  proposed  to  have  printed,  something  may 
be  obtained  which  will  be  acceptable  to  the  people, 
for  I  believe  that  the  will  of  the  people  should  be 
listened  to.    I  do  not  believe  we  can  stand  up  against 


the  entire  press  of  the  city  and  country  and  against 
eight  or  ten  thousnnd  business  men  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  refuse  to  make  a  radical  changre  in  the 
Fire  Department,  or  any  other  department  when  the 
public  dema.id  it.  I  do  not  propose  touight  lo  dis- 
cuss the  qualifications  of  the  Chief  Engineer.  It  is 
not  called  for.  Neither  do  I  propose  to  discuss  the 
question  whether  the  Fire  Department  has  been 
well  managed  during  the  last  two  years,  or 
whether  it  has  not.  1  believe,  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  15,  that  we  have  none  hut  hcraest 
men  at  the  heads  of  departments.  And  I  doubt 
whether  the  expenditure  of  the  city  would  be  any 
less  if  managed  by  honest  heads  of  departments  or 
by  commissions.  For  the  reason  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  radical  change  in  the  Fire  Denartment  I  shall 
vote  to  lay  this  matter  over  until  next  Thursday,  and 
to  have  the  ardinance  reported  this  afternoon  printed 
so  that  we  can  look  it  over  and  try  to  adopt  an  ar- 
rangement which  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  commu- 
nity, and  one  that  will  pass  both  branches  of  the 
City  Government.  I  hope. the  motion  to  lay  over  will 
prevail. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  says  in  effect 
that  nobody  opposes  a  commission  except  those  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Fire  Department,  and  have 
never  set  myself  up  as  its  champion.  I  think  I  stand 
here  as  independently  as  any  member  of  this  Board, 
and  while  I  have  the  highest  respect  for  ever>  gen- 
tleman's opinion,  I  state  that  I  act  on  this  according 
to  tnfe  best  of  my  belief,  and  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  not  through  fear  or  love  of 
the  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  ordinance  which  I  sub- 
mitted does  not  emanate  .'lom  ihe  Fire  Department 
nor  from  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  No 
member  of  this  Board  heard  it  read,  and  no  one  has 
seen  it  except  Mr.  Bugbi^e,  the  reporter  and  myself. 
Since  1  caine  into  this  Governmeut  I  have  endeavor- 
ed to  make  tlie  Fire  Department  a  study.  I  read 
the  report  of  the  commission  appointed  after  the 
great  fire,  also  the  reports  made  and  the  evidence 
taken  by  the  Joint  Special  Committee.  I  am  in  fa- 
vor of  a  change  in  the  Fire  Department,  aud  the  only 
question  in  my  mind  is  whether  to  have  a  paid  com- 
mission or  one  uniform  with  present  system  of  com- 
missions in  this  city.  In  my  judgment  the  wiser 
course  will  be  to  have  a  board  of  directors  sucli  as 
has  been  mentioned.  Still,  if  a  majority  of  this 
Board  is  in  favor  of  a  paid  commission  I  shall  vote 
for  one.  But  I  want  every  member  to  see  the  ordi- 
nance which  I  have  ofl:ered.  It  may  have  merits 
which  will  commend  it  to  the  public  generally.  The 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands  says  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment is  managed  mostly  by  a  board  of  engineers, 
who  arrange  all  the  details.  These  men  have  studied 
fires  all  their  lives.  Now  if  we  elect  three  men  they 
have  got  to  learn  the  business.  Establish  the  depart- 
ment in  this  way,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Water  Board  should  not  be  paid.  Those  gentlemen 
are  all  giving  their  time  to  the  city  for,nothing,  and  are 
doing  more  in  one  year  for  the  city  than  the  Fire 
Committee  can  do  in  five.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be 
laid  over  until  Tnursday  next. 

Alderman  Clark— I  will  corroborate  the  statement 
of  Alderman  Stebbins  in  regard  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  ordinance  by  the  Fire  Committee.  I  know  noth- 
ing about  H,  so  there  can  be  no  connivance  on  the 
part  of  the  Fire  Committee  or  Chief-Engineer,  or  of 
the  majority  or  minority.  1  believe  some  change  can 
be  instituted  whereby  we  can  have  exactly  what  the 
people  want  without  going  to  the  expense  of  a  paid 
commission.  Thursday  comes  after  the  election,  and 
if  annexation  takes  place  to  any  considerable  extent 
it  may  be  that  some  other  radical  changes  in  the 
majority  report  would  have  to  be  made.  Delay  will 
not  injure  the  matter  much,  and  it  may  be  that  we 
and  the  entire  community  will  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  if  the  Fire  Department  can  be  managed  as 
well  as  the  City  Hospital  or  Public  Library  or  the 
public  institutions  or  the  Water  Board,  which  are 
now  managed  by  outside  directors  elected  for  terms 
of  from  one  to  three  years,  it  will  be  all  that  will  be 
required,  a  great  expense  be  saved,  and  perhaps  it 
may  be  carried  through  both  branches  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  still  give  the  people  an  immediate  and 
radical  change  in  the  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  should  be  sorry  to  have  been 
understood  as  saying  that  any  gentleman  had  been 
influenced  by  the  Fire  Department.  I  meant  to  tay 
that  the  strength  of  the  opposition  lay  in  the  Fire 
Department,  and  any  compromise  would  be  a  com- 
promise with  the  opposition  of  that  department. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  will  not  press  this  thing.  I  have  no  in- 
terest for  anything  but  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  from  the  High- 
land District  said  he  found  in  the  minority  report  a 
basis  which  influences  him  for  a  commission.  I 
think  the  minority  report  proposes  more  radical 
changes  than  the  majority  has.  I  think  the  large 
fires  have  shown  conclusively  that  great  improve- 
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ments  can  be  made  in  the  department.  I  am  anxious 
to  make  it,  as  it  was  before,  a  pattern  for  all  the  de- 
~,partment8  in  the  country.  I  say  here  that  I  might 
vote  for  such  a  board  as  has  been  proposed  this 
afternoon  because  I  thinls  gentlemen  above  suspicion 
would  accept  such  positions  who  would  not  accept 
them  if  they  were  on  a  salary.  I  think  we  can  got 
just  that  class  of  men  who  would  be  very  valuable. 

Alderman  Gibson— Under  this  ordinance,  the  Mayor 
appoints  four  _directors  and  continually  has  four  in 
the  board.  On  the  other  hand,  he  appoints  three. 
I  presume  that  if  the  Mayor  believes  he  can't  find  the 
right  men,  he  will  say  so.  But  I  did  n't  propose  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  question.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
renew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  vote  was  as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Gibson,  Hulbert,  Power,  Sayward,  Stebbins— 9. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Gaffield,  Quincy— 3. 

The  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ENFOKCEMENT   OP   THE  PROHIBITORY  LAW. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  W.  H.  H. 
Murray,  A.  A.  Miner  e<  a^.,  for  the  enforcement  Of 
the  Prohibitory  law,  submitted  the  following  report: 
The  Prohibitory  law,  so-called,  passed  in  1869,  pro- 
vides, among  other  things,  that  any  mayor,  alder- 
man, selectman,  police  officer,  constable,  etc.,  may, 
without  a  warrant,  arrest  any  person  whom  he  finds 
in  the  act  of  illegally  selling,  transporting  or  dis- 
tributing intoxicating  liquors,  and  seize  the  liquors, 
vessels  and  implements  of  sale.  It  appears  from  this 
that  so  far  as  the  aldermen  have  anything  to  do  in  the 
matter,  it  is  as  individuals  and  not  as  aboard.  It  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  the  members  of  this  Board 
will,  in  person,  make  arrests  and  seize  liquors.  The 
petitioners  do  not  ask  that,  but  they  assume  that  the 
Board jStands  between  the  police  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  and  they  ask,  in  etlect,  that  this  ob- 
struction may  be  removed — that  the  police  may  be 
permitted  to  execute  the  law.  In  reply  to  this  re- 
guest,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say  that  in  no 
instance  has  this  Board  instructed  the  pijlice,  either 
officially  or  unofficially,  not  to  enforce  the  law.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  police  to  enforce  impartially  all  the 
laws  which  come  within  their  purview.  It  is  not 
necessary,  nor  is  it  proper,  that  certain  offences 
should  be  singled  out,  and  special  instructions 
issued  for  their  prosecution.  The  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the  Police  Depaitmeat 
provide  that  "the  chief-of-police  shall  see  that  com- 
plaints and  prosecutions  for  violations  of  the  laws 
and  ordinances  are  instituted  in  all  proper  cases,  and 
use  his  best  efforts  to  bring  offenders  to  punish- 
ment," and  "whenever  a  disregard  of  any  law,  ordin- 
ance or  order  prevails  to  an  extent  prejudicial  to  the 
well  being  of  the  city,  he  shall  cause  the  said  law,  or- 
dinance or  order  to  be  published  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  city,"  etc.  If  the  police  have 
failed  to  show  as  much  energy  in  the  execution 
of  the  Prohibitory  law  as  they  have  shown  in 
the  execution  of  oiher  criminal  laws,  it  is  because 
that  law,  in  its  present  form,  is  obnoxious  to  the  sen- 
timents of  the  community,  and  not  because  of  any 
influence  on  the  part  of  this  Board.  The  petitioners 
themselves  are  not  without  responsibility  in  this 
matter,  as  it  is  provided  in  the  law  which  they  ask 
that  the  police  be  permitted  to  enforce,  that  if  any 
sheriff,  deputy-sheriff,  chief-of-police,  deputy-chief- 
of-police,  constable  or  police  officer,  after  being 
furnished  with  a  written  notice  of  any  violation 
of  the  law,  neglects  to  institute  proceedings  theroon, 
any  person  who  thereafter  makes  complaint  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  fines  imposed  and  collected  for  said  vi- 
olation. As  it  appears  from  the  foregoing  statement 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  not  responsible  for  the 
failure  to  enforce  the  Prohibitory  law,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  petitions. 

(Signed)  Nehbmiah  Gibson, 

John  T.  Clark. 
L.  R.  Cutter. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

REPORTS  or  committees. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quests of  the  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations in  the  new  grammar  school  district; 
for  a  tablet  in  the  new  school  house  on  the  site  of  the 
old  Roxbury  City  Hall;  and  for  additional  accommo- 
dations for  a  primary  class  in  the  Bigelow  District; 
submitted  reports  severally  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  temporary  accommodations 
for  pupils  in  the  new  grammar  school  district, 
Washington  Village;  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  temporary  accommodations 


for  primary  pupils  in  the  Bigelow  School  'District; 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
aippropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  procure  and  place  in  the  new  school- 
house  now  in  process  of  erection  on  the  site  of  the 
old  Roxbury  City  Hall  a  suitable  tablet  bearing  the 
name  of  the  school;  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

The  first  order  having  been  read,  Aldeyman  Gaffield 
moved  that  it  take  its  second  reading  and  be  passed. 

Alderman  Hulbert  hoped  it  would  be  laid  over. 

Aldeiinan  Gaffield  stated  that  the  request  had  beeti 
before  the  committee  some  time,  and  had  been  re- 
ferred to  a  sub-committee  with  the  view  of  purchas- 
ing a  lot.  There  is  a  surplus  of  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-five  pupils  out  of  the  schoolhwuses,  some  of 
whom  are  in  the  streets.  But  it  was  decided  n<)t  to 
borrow  anymore  money,  and  the  plan  of  buying  & 
lot  was  abandoned.  The  taking  away  of  Fort  Hill 
has  sent  a  great  many  children  to  South  Boston,  add 
this  order  is  simply  to  autht)rize  the  Committee  ton 
Public  Buildings  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions, which  are  greatly  needed. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  he  asked  this  because  he 
thought  the  expendituresby  the  School  Committee 
are  gettiug'too  large.  It  may  be  all  right,  but  weai'e 
putting  up  a  class  of  expensive  buildings.  .  We 
should  look  more  into  matters  befoie  we  go  itlach 
further.     He  desired  to  know  tne'expense. 

Alderman  Gaffield— The  rent  will  be  about  $20OOik 
year. 

Alderman  Sayward — In  addition  to  the  $2000  rfent, 
it  is  necessary  to  spend  $1,500  toput  the  buildingin 
proper  condition. 

Alderman  Hulbert  waived  his  objections,  and  the 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed,  as  were  also  the'two 
succeeding  orders. 

Aldermau  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  oUHealth, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  tit  ii. 
C.  Chase,  Michael  Moore,  Thomas  <fc  Grffin,  Bolton, 
Dewar  &  Fieldhouse,  Addison  P.  W'heelock,  Jacob 
Morlock,  George  Souther,  George  C.  Willets,  Corne- 
lius Regan  and  Otis  S.  Pierce,  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  Hampton  Students,  to  give  concerts  iu  Tremont 
Temple;  proprietors  of  Wesleyan  Hall,  for  renewal 
of  license;  James  J.  Prendergast,  to  run  hackney 
carriage;  Davis  &  King  and  ten  others,  for  trasfer  of 
wagon  license;  Henry  Baker,  James  Howell,  Thomas 
C.  Cooper  and  others,  for  wagon  license;  Gilman 
Brothers,  for  druggist  license,  al  24  Custom  House 
street;  Martha  T.  Beatiy,  69  and  71  Beach  street, 
innholder;  Joseph  L.  Noyes,  197  Cambridge  street, 
James  F.  Moran,  264  Federal  street,  victuallers. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  applications  of 
Peter  Gaffrey,  victuller,  38  Cooper  street;  William 
Randolph.  290  North  street,  victualler.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Powei,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  no  action  necessary  on  the  petition  of  Hor- 
ace Billings  &  Son,  that  projecting  signs  be  pro- 
hibited on  Summer  and  High  streets,  for  the  reason 
that  the  erection  of  projecting  signs  without  a 
license  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  already  pro- 
hibited by  section  23  of  the  ordinances  in  relation 
to  streets.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted an  order  notifying  owners  and  abuttors  on 
Arch  street,  between  Franklin  and  Summer,  to  re- 
move all  obstructious  within  ten  days.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows :  Thomas 
Hills,  $501  20,  on  account  of  extension  of  Prescott 
street;  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  $1290,  on 
account  of  extension  of  Devonshire  street;  Ariel  Low 
and  Charles  W.  Hersey,  $10,106,  on  acount  of  widen- 
ing df  Federal  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Alderman  Sayward  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  sell  by  public  auction  that  portion  of 
Engine  House  No.  12  which  projects  over  the  line 
of  widening  of  Warren  street,  together  with  the  land, 
and  that  portion  of  the  building  remaining;  said 
building  to  be  removed  immediately,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  to  be  paid  into  the  City  Treasurer. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  how  much  land  would 
be  left  to  sell. 

Alderman  Sayward  was  unable  to  state  exactly,  bnt 
it  was  a  very  small  amount. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  a  very  valuable  piece  of 
land,  and  it  might  be  better  to  hold  en  to  it  for  a 
while. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  committee  have  the  as- 
surance that  it  will  bring  a  very  good  price  if  sold  at 
this  time. 
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The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  I roiri  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Crescent  avenue  and  Carleton  street;  in  New  Heath 
street,  between  Pynchon  and  Centre  streets,  and 
Centre  street,  between  New  Heath  and  Cedar  street; 
in  Paris  street,  between  Marion  and  Bennington 
streets;  in  Bremen  street,  between  Broolis  and  Por- 
ter streets;  in  Franklin  street,  .between  Walnut  and 
Taylor  streets;  in  Taylor  street,  between  Pranlilin  and 
Water  streets,  and  in  Water  street,  between  Taylor 
and  Walnut  streets.     Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  schedules  of  assessments 
-for  sewers  in  Tudor,  Bolton,  and  Silver  streets,  re- 
ported that  they  were  correct,  and  recommended 
that  orders  for  collection  be  passed.  Reports  accept- 
ed and  orders  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  >-eported  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing 
on  October  28,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Roessle,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  on 
Pynchon  street.     Passed. 

Alderman  Stebbms  offered  the  following,  which 
was  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session,  to 
establish  a  State  normal  school  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Aidterraan  Power^ 

Ordered,  That  that  part  of  Dorchester  street  lying 
between  Dorchester,  avenue  and  Boston  street,  be 
hereafter  called  and  known  as  Boston  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  pave  Meridian  street,  between  Paris  street 
and  Central  square,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Esti- 
mated cost  $17,000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore 
appropriated  for  repairing  the  draw  of  Meridian- 
street  Bridge,  there  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 
constables'   bonds. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  forty- 
six  constables  for  the  year  ensuing.  Having:  been 
examined  and  certified  by  the  Treasurer,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins  they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

HOME   FOIi   THE   POOK. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  this  Board  agreed  to  recommit  the  report 
ana  orders  respecting  a  site  for  a  "Home  for  the 
Poor,"  with  instructions  to  report  in  fifteen  days. 

Alderman    Power  could  n't  see  the  propriety  of  a 
reconsideration.    The  subject   had  been  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  a  majority  of  the  Board  was  decided 
ly  in  favor  of  recommitment,  and  he  hoped  the  vote 
would  not  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Clarli  thought  it  evident  that  Alderman 
Power  intended  the  present  City  Government  should 
not  choose  a  home  for  the  poor  unless  it  takes  the 
Austin  farm,  and  the  obnoxious  institutions  in  South 
Boston  are  removed.  It  is  the  city's  duty  to  take 
care  of  the  poor  by  providing  a  suitable  home  for 
them,  and  if  the  reconsideration  prevailed  he  would 
move  that  the  report  favoring  the  Neponset  lot  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  while  feeling  that  the 
institutions  at  South  Boston  are  a  detriment  to  that 
locality,  his  anxiety  to  get  rid  of  them  should  not 
permit  him  to  spend  the  city's  money  where  he 
thought  it  was  not  for  the  city's  interest,  and  he 
wasn't  afraid  to  have  the  citizens  of  South  Boston 
hear  it. 

Alderman  Emery's  choice  was  the  rejected  Austim 
farm,  but  he  hoped  the  matter  would  be  left  with 
the  committee,  and  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Sayward  would  be  glad  to  have  the 
matter  settled;  he  favored  the  Neponset  lot.  No  one 
knew  the  necessity  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  better 
than  he. 

Alderman  Clark  alluded  to  the  possibilities  of  de- 
lay, and  that  if  the  Neponset  lot  were  not  selected, 
no  Home  for  the  Poor  would  be  secured  this  year.  If 
the  gentleman  is  as  anxioiis  as  he  seems  to  be  for 
this  measure  after  the  vote  we  have  had,  he  will  yield 
the  Austin  farm  and  vote  for  the  Neponset  lot. 

Alderman  Power  disclaimed  any  local  feeling;  he 
did  n't  think  it  for  the  city's  interest  to  purchase  the 
Neponset  lot,  and  should  n't  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Gaffield  hoped  Alderman  Clark's  motion 
would  be  withdrawn  and  the  committee  would  make 
another  report. 

Alderman  Clark  did  n't  propose  to  have  it  charged 
that  those  who  voted  against  taking  the  West  Rox- 
bury  site  prevented  the  Board  from  selecting  a  Home 
ifor  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Sayward  hoped  the  reconsideration 
would  prevail  and  the  vote  be  taken  directly  on  the 
question  whether  they  would  select  a  home  for  the 
poor  or  not. 


Alderman  Hulbert  thought  the  subject  in  proper 
shape  now.  If  Brookline  or  West  Roxbury  are  ali- 
nexed  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  lot  could  be  obtained 
for  half  the  amount  proposed  to  be  paid  for  the  Aus- 
tin farm. 

Alderman  Quincy  voted  against  a  recommitment 
before,  but  now  was  inclined  to  think  a  better  place 
might  be  secured  yet,  and  thought  the  matter  had 
better  remain  as  It  is. 

Alderman  Gihson  would  prefer  to  have  the  com- 
mittee look  further;  he  would  rather  go  twenty  miles 
into  the  country  on  one  of  the  trunk  railway  lines, 
where  land  could  be  bought  a  great  deal  cheaper. 
The  committee  ought  to  have  some  instructions  as  to 
the  number  of  acres. 

Alderman  Sayward  thought  twenty-five  acres  or 
less  would  do. 

Alderman  Power  thought  not  less  than  fifty  acres 
should  be  selected. 

Alderman  Clark  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider. 

THE   ANNEXATION  VOTE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  returns  of  votes  to  be  cast  tomcrow,  in 
this  city,  on  the  annexation  questions,  and  to  report 
at  a  future  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Chairman,  appointed  Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Quincy  as  the  committee  named  in  the  order. 

WOODEN   PAVEMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  report  of  Com- 
missioners on  subject  of  Wooden  Pavements  (See 
City  Doc.  No.  100)  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  explained  the  position  of  the 
commissioners.  A  petition  had  been  sent  In  asking 
for  a  supplementary  report  on  this  subject.  The 
commissioners  said  they  were  ready  to  give  as  many 
reports  as  ihe  city  would  pay  for. 

Alderman  .Stebbins  moved  lo  refer  the  report  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Power  said  t  hat  committee  had  had  this 
matter  before  them  The  commissioners  had  asked 
for  additional  compensation,  but  the  Committee  on 
Paving  declined  to  give  them  any  more  pay,  and 
therefore  the  commissioners  declined  to  make  any 
more  reports. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  the  report  contained 
a  great  deal  of  information  useful  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  and  that  was  the  proper  committee  for 
the  report  to  ao  to.     He  renewed  his  motion  to  refer. 

Alderman  Gibson  wanted  to  know  how  many  dol- 
lars the  commissi(mers  had  received. 

Alderman  Hulbert  said  the  Committee  on  Paving 
had  considered  the  report  and  did  not  desire  to  have 
anything  more  to  do  with  it.  There  is  no  appropria- 
tion for  any  further  report. 

Alderman  Gibson  —I  would  like  to  know  what  the 
report  cost. 

The  Chairman— Five  hundred  dollars. 

The  Board  voted  to  refer  the  report  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving. 

THE   HOLLY   SYSTEM. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  report  and  or- 
der for  the  Water  Board  to  consider  the  expediency 
and  report  the  cost  of  supplying  the  business  portion 
of  the  city  with  salt  water,  by  means  of  the  Holly 
system,  were  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  the  order  would  remain 
on  the  table  until  Alderman  Hulbert  had  finished  his 
investigations. 

Alderman  Power— My  reason  is  this:  The  chair- 
man of  the  Water  Board  has  informed  me  that  the 
order  had  better  be  disposed  of  soon,  as  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  some  changes  in  the  district  named, 
and  the  order  might  afEect  those  changes  one  way  or 
another.  It  is  simply  for  them  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  it  will  not  take  them  long  to  make  a  report. 
I  understand  ths  President  of  the  Water  Board  and 
the  City  Engineer  have  been  to  Lockport  and  exam- 
ined the  system,  and  are    prepared  to  make  a  report. 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE   USE   OP   HOISTING  BEAMS. 

Alderman  Hulbert  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  instructed  to 
prepare  a  suitable  form  for  a  license  to  be  issued  to 
those  parties  who  receive  permission  from  this  Board 
to  use  hoist  beams  projecting  over  the  public  ways, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  90,  section  4,  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1816,  so  that  the  city  shall  not  be 
held  liable  for  any  injury  to  persons  or  property 
which  result  from  such  use. 

Alderman  Hulbert  explained  that  under  the  present 
statute  no  person  is  allowed  to  use  hoist  beams, 
although  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  permit  their 
use  under  certain  conditions.  The  Committee  on 
Paving  have  instructed  the  Chief  of  Police  to  notify 
all  persons  not  to  use  them  without  a  permit  from 
this  Board.  The  idea  is  that  the  city  shall  be  held 
harmless  from  any  injury  that  may  arise  from  their 
use. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad- 
journed till  Thursday,  9th  inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    9,    1873. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today.  Alderman 
Cutter,  Chairman,  presidin?. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  Jul ors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  Suffolk  County. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   RErERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  L.  Gardner,  to 
be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  change  of  grade  on 
Tremont  and  Ferdinand  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board 
Silas  Potter,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on  Alaska 
street;  T.  C.  Wait,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on  Hill- 
side avenue;  Skillings  &  Whiting  Brothers,  for  leave 
to  occupy  wooden  stable  on  Burlington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  W.V.  Hutchings  et  al., 
for  sewer  in  Island  street;  Micah  Dyer  et  al.,  for 
sewer  in  Eastern  avenue. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  directors 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  accepting  the  location 
(.35th)  granted  by  the  Board,  September  22d,  to  lay 
double  track  in  Stoughton  street  from  Hudson  street 
to  Harvard  street,  etc.    Placed  on  file. 

SEWER    ASSESSMENTS. 

Assessments  for  the  construction  of  sewers  were 
received  from  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  as  fol- 
lows: Shawmut  avenue,  between  Circuit  and  Cedar 
streets,  total  cost  $2474  10;  to  be  paid  by  individuals, 
$618  58.  Warren  street,  total,  $4985  91;  by  individ- 
uals $3739  43.  Chelsea  street,  between  Brooks  and 
Putnam  streets,  total,  $428  05;  by  individuals  $321  04. 
Summer  street,  total  $12,693 ,50 ;  by  individuals  $9520 13. 
Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

THE   VOTE   ON  ANNEXATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  returns  of  votes  cast  in  the  several 
wards  on  the  7th  inst.  on  the  question  of  annexation, 
reported  that  the  returns  appear  to  be  properly  made, 
with  the  exception  of  that  from  Ward  4,  which  is  not 
signed  by  ^majority  of  the  Inspectors  of  Elections  in 
said  ward.  But  as  no  other  informality  exists,  the 
committee  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  reject  the 
vote  from  that  ward,  especially  as  the  election  was 
conducted  in  good  faith  and  the  general  result  is  not 
affected  thereby.  The  results  of  the  election  arc  cor- 
rectly recorded  in  the  book  kept  for  that  purpose, 
from  which  It  appears  that  the  yeas  and  nays  ars  as 
follows: 

FOB  BRIGHTON.  FOE  CHABLESTOWN. 

Yeas 5596        Yeas 5960 

Nays 2165        Nays 1868 

FOE  BEOOKLINE.  WEST  BOXBtJBT. 

Yeas 6293        Yeas 5110 

Nays 1484        Nays 1663 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  results  be  cer- 
tified to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  pro- 
vided by  law. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

REPORTS   or   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  of  D.  S.  Gil- 
christ, made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  D.  S. 
Gilchrist,  for  work  done  on  the  probate  records  of 
Suffolk  County,  by  direction  of  the  Judge  of  Probate, 
the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  Expenses. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Armor- 
ies, offered  the  following,  which  was  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  the  sum  of  seventy-two  dollars 
and  fifty-three  cents  in  repairing  the  armory  of  Com- 
pany K,  First  Regiment  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  in  South 
Boston,  said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the  amount  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose  in  1872;  to  be  charged  to 
the  Appropriation  for  Armories. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  orders  for  the  construction  of  a  com- 
mon sewer  in  Moreland  street,  east  of  Cleveland 
street;  in  Clifton,  Albion  and  Hudson  streets;  and  in 
Cottage  street  between  Clifton  and  Stoughton  streets. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  the  petition  for 
a  sewer  in  Franklin  street,  between  Pearl  and  Oliver 
streets,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  next  Monday.      Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  several  schedules  of  assess- 
ments for  sewere  in  Prescott  street.  Sixth  street, 
Dorchester  avenue.  Shamrock  and  Commercial 
streets.  Third  street  and  Fruit  street,  reported  that 
they  are  correct,  and  recommended  the  passage  of 
orders  for  collection.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 


Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following,  which  was  read  once: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $88  31,  assessed  upon 
Caleb  Thompson  for  a  sewer  in  Seventh  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Patrick 
Coyne  and  Daniel  Briscoe. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Inspection  and  Survey  of  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Timothy  McCarty,  the  Third 
Religious  Society  of  Dorchester,  Leonard  Pickering, 
for  permission  to  make  additions  to  wooden  build- 
ings, and  of  W.  R.  Clark,  to  erect  a  coal  elevator  on 
Foster's  wharf,  submitted  reports  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  for  the  issuing  of  such  permits  in 
accordance  with  the  applications  therefor.  Reports 
accepted,  and  orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, on  the  petition  of  Leonard  Ware,  to  main- 
tain a  wooaen  shed  in  Purchase  street,  that  said 
building  was  erected  in  violation  of  law,  and  that  the 
City  Council  have  no  authority  in  the  matter.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  that  in  compliance  with  an  order 
of  June  9,  the  committee  had  purchased  a  temporary 
building  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  a  steam 
fire  engine,  and  the  men  and  horses  connected  there- 
with, and  they  are  new  occupied  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. The  committee  are  now  in  receipt  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment asking  that  accommodations  be  furnished 
for  a  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  together  with  the 
men  and  horses,  and  a  building  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  one  occupied  by  the  steam  fire  engine. 
They  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  purchase,  hire  or 
erect  upon  lands  owned  by  the  city  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  temporary  engine  house  No.  40  Wash- 
ington square'  a  building  suitable  for  the  t(m- 
porary  accommodation  of  a  hook  and  ladder  car- 
riage, and  the  men  and  horses  connected  therewith, 
the  expente  to  bo  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  the  order  take  its  sec- 
ond reading  at  this  meeting. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  that  with  these  frequent 
calls  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  another 
appropriation  might  have  to  be  asked  for  before 
long;  he  hardly  thought  enough  is  left  to  pay  for 
what  has  already  been  ordered. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  is  necessary  to  have  money 
to  build  engine  houses.  We  have  got  a  hook  and  iad- 
der  company,  and  there  is  no  place  to  put  it.  The 
burnt  district  must  be  properly  protected  with  a 
Hook  and  ladder  company,  as  well  as  engine  and  hose 
carriage. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  is  understood  that  this 
is  for  a  temporary  structure.  An  order  has  already 
been  passed  for  a  temporary  building  on  the  burnt 
district,  but  it  was  found  to  be  not  large  enough. 
The  horses  made  so  much  noise  during  the  night 
that  the  men  cannot  sleep  there.  An  order  has  also 
been  passed  for  a  permanent  house  on  Fort  Hill. 

Alderman  Sayward  was  n't  opposed  to  the  appro- 
priation, but  merely  wished  to  show  the  state  of  the 
finances.  These  orders  are  constantly  coming  up, 
und  if  the  committee  should  have  to  ask  for  more 
money  he  desired  that  the  Board  should  know  it 
previous  to  their  coming. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  as  follows:  Han  ford  Lock- 
wood,  Smith  Fowler  and  Mary  D.  Fowler,  $10.50,  for 
estate  surrendered  to  the  city  under  the  extension  of 
Prescott  street;  William  Wood,  $1033  20,  on  account 
of  the  extension  of  Prescott  street;  John  T.  Mills, 
$15,.50O,  on  account  of  the  widening  of  South  Market 
street.     Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  of 
Thomas  B.  Cox,  606  Bennington  street,  and  E.  A. 
Upton,  90  Zeigler  street,  for  leave  to  occupy  stables. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  John  B.  Sherwin,  to  give  concerts  at  St.  Mary's 
Institute,  October  14  and  15;Abram  French  &  Co., 
for  hack  stand  corner  Milk  and  Washington  streets, 
and  Charles  Crosby,  for  hack  stand  at  41  Devonshire 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

THE  CITT  MILITIA. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries, who  were  directed  to  consider  what  change  in 
the  amounts  heretofore  allowed  for  rents  of  armo- 
ries will  be  advisable  in  view  of  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  for  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  recently 
passed,  reported  that  the  committee  consider  the 
passage  of  the  statute  in  question  due  to  a  growing 
recognition  in  the  community  of  the  necessity  in  our 
form  of  government,  which  repudiates    a  standing 
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army,  of  supplying  its  place  with  a  reliable,  disci- 
plined and  otticient  body  of  citizen  troops  ready  for 
action  when  called  on,  a  more  reliable,  disciplined 
and  efficient  body  than  we  have  had  since  the  close 
of  the  war,  for  now  that  the  natural  reaction  which 
occasioned  its  neglect  has  passed,  our  war  experi- 
ence shows  more  clearly  than  ever  before  wherein 
true  discipline  and  efficiency  consist,  and  the  public, 
which  now  appreciates  these  qualities,  demands 
them  for  the  militia.  An  important  feature  in  the 
law  is  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  armories  for  other 
than  their  legitimate  purpose.  Such  uses  have  be- 
yond doubt  a  demoralizing  tendency,  but  have 
been  excused  on  the  ground  that  rents  could 
not  otherwise  be  paid  without  such  assess- 
ments upon  the  soldiers  themselves  as  would 
drive  much  of  the  best  material  out  of  the  service. 
There  is  much  force  in  this  argument  if  supported  by 
fact,  for  certainly  poverty  ought  to  prevent  no  man 
from  serving  the  State  as  a  soldier  if  he  so  desires. 
To  obviate  this  objection  the  law  provides  an  impor- 
tant increase  in  the  State  allowance  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  question  is  whether  th'  city  should  not 
adopt  a  similar  course  and  thus  join  hands  with  the 
Commonwealth  in  its  policy  in  support  of  the  mili- 
tia. The  committee  regard  this  duty  as  incontesta- 
ble. The  larger  the  city  the  more  indispensable  is  it 
that  its  militia  be  properly  quartered  where  they  can 
give  the  most  efficient  protection  if  called  on.  In 
other  words,  they  must  be  where  they  can  be  got  at. 
Their  rallying  points  should  be  centralized  and  no 
longer  scattered  wnhout  plan,  wherever  cheap  ac- 
commodation can  be  found.  Fires,  riots,  and  '  all  oc- 
casions wherein  we  look  to  the  militia  for  protection, 
come  upon  us  unannounced,  and  unless  the  latter 
can  be  promptly  ■  called  into  action  they  come 
too  late  to  prevent  mischief,  and  of  this  none 
are  better  aware  than  the  criminal  classes,  who  can 
calculate  to  a  nicety  how  much  time  will  elapse  be- 
fore the  military  arm  can  be  ui^ed  against  them.  And 
the  fact  that  the  company,  and  not  the  regiment,  has 
been  regarded  as  the  unit  in  the  militia,  has  been,  in 
our  opinion,  the  latter's  greatest  weakness,  as  it  ren- 
ders the  enforcement  of  an  uniform  standard  of  dis 
cipline  next  to  impossible.  The  conclusion  to  which 
these  considerations  have  brought  this  committee  are, 
briefly,  that  the  protection  of  the  city,  no  less  than 
the  interests  of  the  militia,  alike  demand  a  concentra- 
tion of  the  armories,  or  rallying  points,  of  each  regi- 
ment or  battalion  under  the  same  roof.  To  this 
puhcy,  more  than  to  any  other,  we  ascribe  the  repu- 
tation of  the  New  York  regiments,  with  which  ours 
cannot  as  yet  court  comparison.  The  existence  of 
petty  independent  cominunds  is,  we  think,  to  be 
deprecated.  Without  considering,  therefore,  what 
may  be  the  comparative  excellence  of  existing 
organizations,  or  suggesting  in  any  manner  upon 
what  nucleus  it  might  be  best  to  form  others, 
the  committee  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  a  great  step  towards  competing  success- 
fully with  our  sister  city  if  the  infantry  within  our 
city  limits  could  be  organized  into  two  full  regiments, 
eac-h  to  be  quartered  under  one  roof,  without  expense 
either  to  men  or  olficeis.  Should  such  reorganiza- 
tion be  effected  by  the  State  authorities,  the  commit- 
tee think  that  it  would  be  a  measure  of  direct  econo- 
my over  the  present  system,  should  the  city,  select- 
ing app'-opriate  sites,  build,  furnish  and  keep  in  re- 
pair, like  other  public  buildings,  such  regimental 
armories,  with  quarters  for  each  company  and  a  hall 
lartte  enough  for  wing  drills,  commanding  officers 
could  then  be  held  responsible  for  the  behavior  of 
their  subordinates  with  something  lilse  military  sys- 
tem, applications  to  the  City  Hall  would  be  made 
through  the  proper  channel  and  only  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  approval  of  superiors  who  would  have  no  ex- 
cuse for  not  knowing  the  real  needs  of  their  command. 
There  would  be  an  end  to  the  present  slipshod  and 
discreditable  system,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  which 
results  in  a  rivalry  of  companies,  each  bent  on  get- 
ting the  most  out  of  the  city  treasury.  With  the  in- 
creased State  allowance  and  the  rent  of  the  lower 
stories  of  such  buildings,  the  committee  cannot  but 
think  that  they  would  soon  become  a  source  of  in- 
come instead  of  expense  to  the  city.  For  small  cities 
and  towns  the  company  quarters  and  rallying  points 
may  suffice;  for  the  metropolis,  which  can  hardly  be 
supposed  to  call  for  less  than  a  battalion,  the  regi- 
mental armory  seems  a  necessity.  Should  these 
views  meet  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  the 
committee  would  recommend  that  the  same  be  com- 
municated to  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  his  military  advisers  with  a  view  of  ob- 
taining concert  of  action,  and  to  that  end  would  re 
spectfully  present  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Armories  be  instructed  to  communicate  the  views 
contained  in  the  foregoing  report  to  his  Excellency 
the  Commander-in-Cliief  as  those  of  the  City  Council 
of  Boston,  and  to  express  to  his  Excellency  their  3rm 
conviction  that  when  the  militia  infantry  of  Boston 
shall  receive  a  permanent    regimental   organization 


the  City  Council  will  take  immediate  measures  to 
provide  them  with  such  regimental  quarteis  as  shall 
conduce  to  their  comfort  and  their  reputation  as 
Massachusetts  soldiers. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  report  and  or- 
der were  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

THE   riRB   COMMISSION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment,  being  the  reports  and 
ordinances  relative  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  questian  was  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Quincy  to  the  sub- 
stitute of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Alderman  Stebbins— When  I  presented  this  ordi- 
nance last  Monday  I  stated  that  I  desired  to  secure 
for  the  city  the  most  effective  fire  department.  I  be- 
lieved then  and  believe  now  that  a  board  can  be  se- 
cured who  will  render  to  the  city  more  valuable  ser- 
vice than  any  paid  commission  will.  At  the  same 
time  I  stated  that  if  the  majority  of  the  Board 
thought  otherwise  I  should  so  vote.  My  only  wish  is 
to  secure  an  effective  department,  and  now,  as  it  is 
understood  that  the  majority  have  agreed  to  the 
majority  report.  I  desire  ;:o  draw  attention  to  some  of 
the  defects  in  it.  In  the  ordinance  I  drew  I  guarded 
against  what  I  think  is  a  serious  omission 
of  the  majority.  Section  one  of  the  majority 
report  delegates  the  organization  of  the 
Fire  Department  to  a  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners. The  General  Statutes  provide  that  the 
City  Council  may  establish  a  fire  department  by  or- 
dinance, with  such  regulations  as  the  City  Council 
may  from  time  to  time  prescribe.  I  am  no  lawyer, 
but  have  asked  the  best  Itgal  authority  whether  I 
am  right.  The  City  Solicitor  said  the  City  Council 
cannot  grant  to  any  bqard  the  power  to  designate  the 
number  of  men  in  any  department.  Section  one  is 
therefore  defective.  Section  four  provides  that  the 
Commissioners  shall  have  the  control  of  fires.  That 
power  is  conferred  upon  the  Board  of  Engineers  by 
the  statutes.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  these  de 
f ects,  which  are  serious  and  must  be  corrected  before 
it  can  pass. 

The  oftice  of  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms,  one 
of  the  most  important  we  have,  is  also  abolished.  It 
is  certain  that  we  have  one  of  the  best  electricians  in 
the  country  in  this  office.  The  report  also  omits 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  any  committee  on 
the  part  of  either  nranch  who  shall  have  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  department.  This  is  unprecedented. 
There  is  a  committee  to  supervise  the  Water  Board, 
the  City  Hospital  and  the  Board  of  Health.  Another 
fact  is,  by  the  adoption  of  this  ordinance  all  previous 
ordinances  are  repealed.  By  this  the  office  of  Chief- 
Engineer  and  every  other  office  expires  before  vacan- 
cies could  be  filled.  In  the  ordinance  whicli  I 
provided  these  officers  were  to  hold  office  until  their 
successors  were  appointed,  and  in  general  terms  it 
was  in  conformity  with  the  tone  of  the  statutes. 

Alderman  Quincy— Do  I  understand  the  Alderman 
to  abandon  the  substitute? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  do  not,  but  will  vote  for  the 
majority  when  it  is  put  in  proper  form.  I  cannot 
withdraw  the  substitute. 

Alderman  Quincy — Do  I  understand  that  if  the 
majority  ordinance  is  put  in  proper  shape  he  will 
vote  for  it? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  shall 

Alderman  Quincy— If  that  is  so  before  we  consider 
the  suggestions  which  I  am  prepared  to  meet  with 
proper  amendments  I  wish  to  have  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject  of  the  compromise  ordinance. 

Now  that  Aldermen  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  in  detail  the  plan  for  a  mixed  board  of 
directors  in  place  of  a  paid  commission  as  petitioned 
for,  I  hope  and  believe  that  they  must  have  convinced 
themselves  that  it  is  anvthine  but  the  radical  change 
which  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  agrees  that  the 
public  demand.  The  Alderman  from  the  Highland 
District  well  and  forcibly  stated  last  Monday  that 
the  great  trouble  with  the  jiresent  system  was  that 
you  could  n't  find  responsibility  when  you  looked 
for  it.  Now  in  place  of  any  argument  against  the 
weaknesses  of  the  system  here  offered  as  an  im- 
provement I  will  simply  read  an  imaginary  dialogue 
held  under  its  operation  between. a  citizen  in  search  of 
responsibility  and  in  turn  a  director  and  an  engineer. 

Citizen  in  Search  of  Responsibility — Why  is  n't 
there  a  company  stationed  somewhere  within  two 
miles  of  my  warehouse? 

Director— They  are  all  needed  where  they  are. 

C.  I.  S.  O.  R.— Then  why  don't  you  organize 
another  if  you  have  n't  enough  to  protect  the  city? 

D. — We  can't  organize  new  companies;  that  is  left 
to  the  City  Council. 

C— Then  why  don't  you  district  the  city  better, 
and  change  the  organization  of  your  battalions? 

D.— We  have  nothing  to  do  with  districting  or 
organizing  the  battalions;  that  is  left  exclusivety  to 
the  engineers. 
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Alderman  Stebbins— I  should  like  to  have  the^op- 
portunity  to  answer  in  that  dialogue. 

Alderman  Quincy— After  I  am  through  the  gentle' 
man  can  have  an  opportunity  to  proceed. 

C— Then  why  don't  you  select  engineers  who  know 
their  business  better? 

D.— We  don't  select  engineers,  that  is  the  Chief's 
business.    We  only  confirm. 

C— Then  why  have  we  got  a  Chief  who  selects  in- 
competent men? 

D.— That  is  •the  Mayor's  lookout,  not  ours.  We 
can  neither  appoint  nor  remove  him. 

C— Then  why  don't  your  patrol  ever  comedown 
my  waj  ;  there  's  a  nest  of  carpenters'  and  jjainters' 
shops,  and  the  nearest  hydrant  in  no  condition  to 
work? 

D.— Ask  the  engineers;  that 's  their  business  under 
the  ordinance. 

C— If  it  '8  their  business  why  don't  you  see  they  do 
it? 

D — Because  I  can't  spare  more  than  wo  hours  a 
day  for  this  work  and  support  my  family  beside. 
Here  comes  an  engineer;  ask  him. 

C— Mr.  Engineer,  why  don't  your  patrol  come  down 
my  way? 
Engineer — We  have  n't  men  enough. 
C— Then  enlitt  some  more  for  this  special  duty. 
E_We  can't;  t  he  ordinance  prescribes  exactly  who 
shall  do  it,— permanent  foremen   and  hosemen,   and 
we  can't  even  use  hook  and  ladder  men  instead. 

C— Some  of  your  foremen  are  too  permanent.  Why 
was  n't  that  one  who  was  drunk  on  duty  the  other 
night  discharged  the  next  morning? 

E— Step  this  way  a  little  and  I  '11  tell  you;  I  don't 
want  him  to  hear.  We  heard  the  case  and  recom- 
mended his  discharge,  but  you  see  he  's  a  pretty  big 
man  in  ward  politics,  and  when  it  came  before  the 
directors  the  Councilmen  insisted  on  a  rehearing  to 
enable  him  to  prove  he  was  n't  so  very  drunk,  and 
the  end  of  it  was  they  voted  a  reprimand  instead, 
and  there  he  is,  still  swearing  he  '11  pay  us  off  yet. 

C— Why  did  n't  you  go  to  the  Mayor?  can't  he  dis- 
charge firemen?  he  used  to. 

E--Not  under  the  new  ordinance— he  discharges 
only  the  Chief  and  assistant.  [Here  the  alarm  strikes 
from  the  box  on  the  citizen'' s  warehouse  and  lie  sud- 
denhj  abandons  his  search  for  responsibility. 1 

From  pillar  to  post,  Mr.  Chairman;  everybody  ac- 
cusing some  one  else  till  it  reminds  one  of  the  chil- 
dren's game  of  forfeits.  "What,  I,  sir?  Yes.  you, 
sir.  JSot  I,  sir.  Who  then,  sir?  Mr.  Blackcap. 
What,  I,  sir,"  etc. 

I  fully  agree  with  the  opinion  expressed  in  one  of 
this  morning's  papers  that  in  many  respects  the 
present  state  of  things  or  the  minority  ordinance  it- 
self is  preferable  to  the  compromise.  I  mean,  of 
course,  the  minority  ordinance  in  its  original  shape, 
before  the  astonishing  about  face  executed  by  its 
signer  in  the  other  branch.  To  that  shape  I  presume 
we  could  restore  it  if  necessary,  for  I  cannot  suppose 
that  any  Alderman,  even  to  avoid  a  commission,  is 
desirous  to  swallow  his  own  arguments  in  order  to 
jump  gracefully  from  tiie  frying  pan  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee into  the  fire  of  the  whole  City  Council.  But  I 
have  no  fear  that  we  shall  come  to  that.  I  have  so 
much  confidence  in  the  good  sense  ol  this  Board  and 
in  their  willingness  to  abandon  a  prejudice  when 
fairly  convinced  that  it  is  unfounded,  that  I  fully  be- 
lieve that  the  majority  ordinance  will  pass. 

Now,  as  to  the  objections  the  gentleman  made 
to  the  ordinance.  I  had  proposed  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment which  I  have  here.  In  the  first  section,  insert 
after  the  word  "Chief-Engineer"  the  words  "Superin- 
tendent of  Fire  Alarms."  I  propose  also  to  fill  up 
the  blank  with  the  words  "not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men."  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  City 
Council  have  power  to  delegate  the  formation  of  bat- 
talions to  any  board  they  choose. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  statute  prescribes  that 
the  number  of  enginemen  shall  be  fixed  by  the  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  that  is  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  I  bow  to  it.  I  relied  on  the  general 
provision  that  the  City  Council  can  act  directly  or  by 
delegation  of  the  power  to  some  of  the  boards.  Un- 
less the  City  Solicitor  can  explain  it  to  me  otherwise, 
I  shall  think  it  comes  under  that  general  provision. 

Alderman  Stebbins  produced  a  letter  from  the  City 
Solicitor  in  support  of  his  assertion. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  the  gentleman  is  pre- 
pared with  an  amendmeat. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  not;  I  leave  that  to  the 
committee. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  now  propose  to  offer  the 
amendment  pending  in  the  other  branch  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  the  City 
Council.  [The  Alderman  submitted  the  amendment 
to  the  majority  of  the  ordinance  offered  in  the  Coun- 
cil by  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9.]  If  the  gentleman  has 
decided  to  support  the  principle  of  a  commission, 
these  amendments  can  be  adopted  this  evening.    I 


hope  the  objection  will  not  be  insisted  upon,  and  that 
we  shall  adopt  the  ordinance  without  further  delay. 
Alderman  Stebbins— The  gentleman  has  not 
touched  upon  the  section  concerning  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  and  engineers.       ^  i^      ^ 

Alderman  Clark— When  I  advocated  laying  thrs 
matter  on  the  table  last  Monday,  it  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  it  carefully  and  comparing  the 
report  of  the  majority  with  the  ordinance  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8,  as  was  my  duty  as  a 
member  of  this  Board.  I  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sio  1  mat  it  IS  the  auty  of  this  Board  to  vote  for  the 
appointment  of  a  commission.  The  additions  to  the 
territory  which  have  taken  place  within  the  last  few 
days  are  a  very  strong  reason  why  any  member  who 
was  not  in  favor  of  one  before  that,  should  favor  it  at 
the  present  time.  I  believe  the  limits  of  the  city  have 
outgrown  the  attention  and  time  that  has  been  devoted 
to  them,  and  require  more  time  than  any  committee 
which  can  be  appointed  by  the  City  Council  can  give. 
The  business  community  evidently  demand  the  com- 
mission: capitalists  demand  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  as 
though  there  is  but  one  opinion.  Within  the  last 
few  days  I  have  tried  to  find  those  who  suppose 
that  the  commission  is  not  necessary  to  the  proper 
management  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  have  the 
honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  this  year,  and  was  also  a  member  last 
year.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  as  a  member 
of  that  committee,  but  I  do  believe  that  its  require- 
ments are  such  that  if  we  can  get  three  practical, 
straightforward,  upright  business  men,  who  do  not 
desire  this  position  for  the  purpose  of  making  money, 
who  will  make  it  a  study  and  give  their  whole  time  to 
it,  the  department  can  be  managed  better  than 
it  can  be  in  its  present  form.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  my  faith  iu  the  department  has 
grown  any  less  than  it  has  been  in  years  past.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  city  of  Boston  has  as  good  and  efficient 
Fire  Department  as  there  is  in  the  country,  and  it  is 
n't  but  a  short  time  since  it  had  the  confidence  of 
the  people  and  the  support  of  the  entire  press  of  the 
city,  and  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  underwriters  of 
New  York  who  came  here,  to  whom  it  seemed  that 
Boston  was  under  the  special  care  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, because  we  had  no  fires.  But  times  change. 
We  have  had  a  big  fire;  we  had  two  big  fires;  we 
have  had  a  good  many  fires  since;  and  in  my  opinion 
the  fires  since  the  great  fire  have  been  well  managed, 
but  that  may  be  no  reason  why  we  should  refuse  to 
grant  the  petition  of  people  who  come  here 
and  ask  for  a  change,  or  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission,  if  you  so  desire.  As  I  said 
before  the  annexation  of  Charlestown,  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton— I  ara  sorry  I  cannot  say 
Brookline  also— will  require  the  attention,  certainly, 
of  some  parties  a  great  many  hours  a  day  during  the 
present  and  coming  years  to  organize  and  look  after, 
and  I  for  one  have  made  up  my  mind  that  the  city 
wants,  demands  and  is  bound  to  haveja  commission, 
and  it  is  our  duty  not  to  stand  in  the  way.  Therefore 
I  shall  vote  for  the  appointment  of  a  fire  commission. 
If  the  ordinance  is  defective,  as  it  evidently  is,  it 
should  be  recommitted  into  the  proper  hands  and 
put  into  proper  shape.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
can  vote  to  accept  the  report  and  recommendations  of 
the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Keoraanization 
of  Fire  Department,  and  recommit  the  ordinance 
with  instructions  to  have  it  properly  prepared.  I 
would  ask  whether  that  would  be  a  proper  motion. 

The  Chair— There  is  no  report  before  the  Board  to 
be  accepted. 

Alderman  Power — I  can't  let  this  question  be  de- 
cided without  saying  a  few  words.  I  don't  get  up  to 
make  an  apology.  Never  have  I  done  anything  that 
1  felt  ashamed  off.  I  simply  get  up  to  defend  my 
course  on  this  question.  My  reasons  are  given  in  the 
majority  report.  The  principal  reason  shown  here 
for  a  commission  is  that  the  Aldermen  did 
not  attend  to  their  duties  or  give  this  subject  the 
time  it  deserves.  I  don't  propose  to  plead  guilty  to 
shirking  my  duty,  nor  acknowledge  that  I  have  been 
false  to  the  oath  I  took  to  attend  to  the  city's  busi- 
ness first  when  the  citizens  of  Boston  did  me  the 
honor  to  elect  me  to  this  Board.  If  these  gentlemen 
did  their  duty  there  would  be  little  need  of  a  com- 
mission. I  have  given  some  attention  to  the  Fire 
Department,  and  I  pretend  to  say  that  I  do  know 
more  about  it  than  outside  people  who  have  no  more 
intelligence  than  I  have,  and  I  am  more  competent  to 
judge  of  what  we  want.  If  I  have  been  deceived  by 
members  of  this  Fire  Committee,  when  they  told 
me  repeatedly  that  we  had  the  best  department  in  the 
country— and  the  New  York  underwriters  said  we 
were  a  pattern  for  the  country — if  I  have  been 
deceived,  I  have  no  apology  to  make.  But  it  will  be 
some  excuse  for  me  for  voting  against  a  commission. 
I  believed  the  citizens  of  Boston  thought  they  elect- 
ed a  reform  Board  of  Aldermen.  [Mr.  Power  here 
read  from  the  remarks  of  Alderman  Clark  on  the 
question  of  raising  the  salary  of  the  Chief-Engineer 
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to  $3500,  which  the  latter  claimed  was  due  for  his 
efficiency.]  If  Alderman  Clark  sincerely  believed  in 
this  statement,  why  does  he  stand  up  here  and  vote 
for  a  change?  Do  citizens  think  we  are  to  be  turned 
by  every  change  of  the  wind,  or  did  they  think  we 
would  vote  according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  con- 
sciences, no  matter  how  great  the  pressure?  My  con- 
fidence is  shaken,  and  T  don't  wonder  that  of  the  pub- 
lic is  too.  The  principle  of  commissions  Is  opposed 
to  the  sentiment  of  our  institutions.  Boston  has  been 
looked  upon  as  a  pattern  for  integrity,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  it.  I  have  seen  no  corruption  since 
I  have  been  here.  Another  thing.  A  gentleman  said 
he  had  been  here  a  year  and  did  n't  profess  to  know 
anything  more  about  the  business  of  City  Hall  than 
if  he  had  been  outside  of  it.  I  don't  think  that  ap- 
plies to  the  rest  of  the  members.  He  has  been  com- 
pelled to  be  away  on  account  of  a  sad  event,  for  which 
he  had  the  sympathy  of  hisassociates,  but  the  rest  of 
us  must  have  been  about  here  attending  to  our  busi; 
ness.  If  they  don't  attend  to  their  bufiness  I  don't 
blame  the  public  for  wanting  a  commission. 

Alderman  Clark — I  have  said  nothing  against  the 
management  of  the  Fire  Department,  nor  the  Chief- 
Engineer.  I  was  honest  in  the  statements  made  last 
spring,  and  have  had  no  reason  to  change  my  mind  at 
Ihe  present  time.  Nor  do  I  suppose  it  Is  intended  to 
entirely  change  the  present  department.  I  understand 
that  the  commission  is  to  taKe  the  place  of  the  Fire 
Committee.  J  cast  no  reflection  on  the  members  of 
the  department,  which  I  believe  to  be  as  efficient  as 
any  in  the  United  States.  I  would  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that,  a  year  ago,  he  reported  an  ordinance  for 
a  Board  of  Health,  at  the  head  of  which  department 
is  one  of  the  best  men  who  could  be  had,  and  he  is  re- 
tained, and  the  commission  Is  over  him.  So  we  have 
a  most  excellent  precedent  established  by  the  gentle- 
man himself.  I  believe  the  Board  of  Health  has 
worked  as  a  general  thing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
community.  I  do  not  apologize  for  any  shortcom- 
ings of  my  own.  I  have  labored  according  to  the 
best  of  my  belief.  If  I  have  failed  it  is  unintentional 
and  for  lack  of  ability.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my 
duty  as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Committee,  and  if  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  has  lost  confidence  in  any  of 
the  members  I  have  not  lost  confidence  in  him.  I 
think  he  did  a  good  thing  in  establishing  an  inde- 
pendent Board  of  Health,  and  if  this  commission  is 
appointed  the  results  will  be  equally  satisfactory. 

Alderman  Hulbert  read  from  his  remarks  at  the 
last  meeting  to  correct  a  misapprehension  on  the 
part  of  Alderman  Power. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  agree  to  the  point  of  law  de- 
cided by  the  City  Solicitor,  but  I  do  not  think  the 
ordinance  for  that  reason  should  be  sent  back.  All 
the  other  errors  are  covered  by  the  amendments  I 
propose  to  offer.  There  is  no  doubt  the  City  Council 
cannot  delegate  the  power  of  prescribing  the  number 
of  engineers.  I  therefore  propose  to  strike  out  the 
words  "said  engineers  shail  deem  necessary"  and  in- 
sert instead  "'City  Council  shall  deem  necessarv." 
The  other  objections,  I  think,  are  answered  ana  the 
ordin  uice  can  be  put  into  as  perfect  a  state  as  possible. 
Alderman  Stebbius — I  stated  before  that  1  should 
vote  for  the  ordinance  when  it  is  amended,  but  I  can- 
not vote  for  it  in  the  shape  it  will  be  in.  It  is  the 
best  plan  to  perfect  It  here.  In  the  other  branch  it 
met  with  a  majority  quite  large  against  it.  The 
Board  of  Engineers  arc  the  persons  provided  by  the 
statute  to  have  charge  of  fires.  You  may  undertake 
to  say  that  three  commissioners  may  have  charge  of 
fires,  but  you  cannot  do  it  legally;  it  comes  back  to 
the  engineers.  Another  provision  in  my  substitute 
was  that  the  permanent  men  shall  render  assistance 
to  the  department  for  the  survey  and  inspection  of 
buildings,  and  I  hope  the  chairman  will  consent  to 
have  that  feature  incorporated. 
Alderman^Gibson  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Cutter— I  have  the  high  honor,  Mr. 
Chairman,  of  being  the  chairman  of  the  Ccmimittee 
on  the  Fire  Department,  and  have  thought  that  at 
this  particular  stage  of  proceedings  I  might  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject.  I  had  sup- 
posed that  my  associates  were  honest  enough  to 
speak  what  they  believe,  and  that  they  believed  our 
Fire  Department  equal  in  strength,  and  equal  in 
power,  to  do  today  more  than  it  has  been  able  to  do 
any  day  since  the  charter  of  the  city  was  granted. 
We  have  improved  it  this  year.  We  were  found 
fault  with  by  the  underwriters,  who  held  up  their 
hands  and  said  we  were  doing  nothing.  We  were  not 
spending  money  enough.  Then  we  bought  four  new 
engines,  and  organized  four  new  companies  for  'he 
city  proper,  which  will  cost  Boston  $150,000  a  year. 
And  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  the  taxpayers  have  got 
something  to  say  about  this. 

The  underwriters  can  control  some  men,  perhaps, 
but  they  cannot  control  the  votes  of  the  taxpayers, 
and  it  is  the  taxpayers  who  are  going  to  control  this 
question.  So  far  as  this  Board  undertaking  to  shuffle 
their  duties  off'  upon  a  body  of  commit.sioners  and 
taxing  the  people  to  pay  them  is  concerned,  I  think 


they  will  say  that  a  different  class  of  gentlemen  is 
needed  here,  who  will  perform  these  duties  withoHt 
any  shuffling.  I  did  expect  that  this  City  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  led,  like  the  federal  and  State 
governments,  into  commission  after  commission, 
until  we  have  so  many  office-holders  that  we  can- 
not vote  to  turn  out  a  President,  because,  in 
spite  of  you,  he  can  elect  himself  through  his  own 
agency.  I  did  n't  suppose  this  state  of  things  would 
come  from  a  republican  form  of  government.  Now, 
I  say  the  nearer  you  bring  these  things  to  the  people 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  city. 

The  gentleman  from  the  Highland  District  says, 
without  qualification,  that  we  have  excellent  heads  of 
departments  in  this  city,  and  when  in  this  Board 
the  question  came  on  voting  for  Chief-Engineer,  he 
had  the  manly  independence  to  cast  a  blank  ballot. 
He  is  welcome  to  all  the  glory  he  can  gain  from  a 
cartridge  ot  that  dimension.  I  never  fire  blank  cart- 
ridges, but  do  my  duties  as  best  I  can  and  this  is  mv 
third  consecutive  year  in  this  body.  My  first  fight 
was  against  adorning  the  members  with  badges, 
costing  $40  each,  paid  for  by  the  people's  money. 
The  records  will  show  that  ^gentlemen  now  wear  a 
badge  costing  $2  50  each,  paid  for  with  their  own 
money.  And  the  Mayor,  whom  we  have  elected,  was 
presented  by  the  Board  with  one  costing  $50.  Gen- 
tlemen, I  hav3  labored  for  the  taxpayers  of  this  city, 
and  have  been  affected  somewhat  in  the  rates  of  tax- 
ation. 

There  was  no  fault  found  with  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment until  this  unfortunate  fire  came  upon  us.  And 
do  you  undertake  to  lay  that  to  the  department?  The 
horses  were  all  sick;  was  that  the  fault  of  the  de- 
partment? The  gentlemaH  who  occupies  the  chair 
was  right  when  he  said  it  was  worth  $10,000  to  man- 
age that  fire.  It  got  into  a  lot  of  lumber  sheds  built 
upon  storehouses  and  Insured  as  first-class  risks,  and 
when  the  fire  got  into  those  sheds,  like  that  covering 
yonder  hotel,  do  you  think  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
department  to  stop  It?  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highland  District  says  it  was  here  that  the  depart- 
ment failed  where  it  should  not  have  failed.  Well, 
what  did  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  do?  The 
citizens  came  here  and  held  a  meeting,  and  what  did 
they  recommend?  Thev  wanted  something  beside 
water  used.  They  wanted  powder,  and  f  believe 
they  would  have  mobbed  him  "then  and  there  if  he 
had  refused  them.  But  what  did  the  Chief  say?  He 
said — and  I  must  confess  I  never  had  so  much  respect 
for  him  as  I  have  had  since— he  said,  "Gentlemen,  I 
aon't  approve  of  using  powder."  But  they  did  use 
powder  and  he  consented  to  it.  The  question  then 
came,  -'How  are  you  going  to  use  it?"  Well,  each 
Alderman  must  take  a  keg  under  his  arm  and  lug  it 
out  into  the  street.  Said  I,  "Gentlemen,  I  am  not  in 
the  habit  of  using  powder  in  such  quantities  as  that." 
The  gentlemen  went  down  there  and  used  powder, 
and  came  up  the  next  day  and  thought  they  had  done 
some  great  thing  by  it. 

But  when  they  found  that  they  were  perhaps  lia- 
ble individually  they  backed  out  and  said  they  did 
n't  do  anything  with  it.  You  cannot  find  the  man 
that  touched  off  the  first  keg.  Gentlemen  came  in 
here  and  undcsrtook  to  tell  what  should  be  done.  An 
Englishman  of  large  size  and  small  brain  undertook 
to  say  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  blow  up 
State  street  the  whole  length.  Gentlemen,  when  you 
have  a  head  of  the  Fire  Department  that  will  act  as 
coolly  as  our  present  head  did  on  that  occasion,  and 
who  will  say  I  know  where  I  can  stop  it;  I  can  stop 
it  on  Washington  street  at  the  Old  South;  I  can  stop 
it  where  the  old-fashioned  buildings  are;  it  wont  go 
past  State  street  if  it  touches  it,  and  then  the  result 
proves  to  be  what  it  was,  we  should  support  him. 
Referring  to  the  Health  Commission,  Alderman  Cut- 
ter said,  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  those  of  you  who  are 
so  proud  of  the  Commission  on  Health  and  who  voted 
to  change  the  ordinance  so  that  the  commissioners 
may  go  on  with  their  regular  business  and  still  draw 
their  pay,  that  commission  has  cost  the  citizens  of 
Boston  $118,000  more  than  the  department  cost  last 
year  to  purify  the  air  we  breathe. 

Has  it  been  any  purer?  Gentlemen,  you  must  stare 
these  things  in  the  face.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  don't 
wish  to  say  a  word  upon  the  manner  in  which  this 
committee  was  appointed.  But  I  do  know  one  thing. 
I  know  that  it  was  a  put-up  job.  It  was  a  blow  aimed 
at  the  head  of  the  Fire  Department;  that  is  what  it 
means;  nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  And  the 
gentleman  on  my  right  who  sits  in  committee  with 
me  knows  that  as  well  as  he  knows  that  he  sits  there, 
and  who  would  agree  with  me  up  to  the  time  of  the 
annexation  of  the  different  towns.  That  has  given 
him  wisdom  all  at  once,  and  he  has  taken  a  back 
track  from  what  he  believed  before.  I  don't  claim  to 
be  any  wiser  because  these  different  towns  are  to  be 
annexed  than  before,  but  I  do  propose  to  oppose 
commissions.  If  you  want  to  have  commissions,  tax- 
payers, vote  for  them  yourselves.  We  will  put  the 
question  to  you.  If  you  decide  to  put  the  duties  of 
the  Aldermen,  who  don't  attend  to  them,  into  the 
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hands  of  commissions,  I  have  nothing  to  say  about  it. 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  visit  Albany,  which  is  run  by 
commissions,  and  I  found  that  the  taxes  were  $4  on 
$100.  They  have  six  engines  there,  and  commissions 
enough  to  talce  care  of  sixteen. 

Their  engines  are  very  well  manned  and  well  built, 
bnt  they  cost  the  city  dearly.  I  told  them,  as  far  as 
the  efficiency  of  your  Fire  Department  is  concerned, 
I  cannot  find  any  fault  if  the  citizens  are  willing  to 
pay  the  taxes  of  running  such  an  extravagant  de- 
partment. I  hate  to  see  my  associates  take  a  back 
track  in  this  matter.  I  hate  to  see  the  press  intimidat- 
ing the  babies  of  the  City  Council,  for  I  can  call  them 
nothing  more  nor  less.  They  must  have  some  object 
in  it,  or  else  they  lack  backbone.  I  don't  like  to  see 
a  man  stand  and  hold  up  his  hands  in  holy  hoiTor  be- 
cause everything  don't  go  just  right.  I  say  that  in- 
stead of  waiting  for  some  Micawber  to  turn  up  we 
should  hold  on  to  the  men  we  have.  I  saw  a  man 
that  it  was  said  would  make  the  best  chief  engineer 
m  the  world.  I  took  him  into  the  Mayor's  office  and 
what  did  he  suggest?  He  suggested  ten  new  compa- 
nies and  ten  new  engines  in  the  city  proper,  and  I 
figured  out  the  cost  of  what  he  ennmerared,  and  I 
found  it  would  cost  $1,000,000,  and  that  was  enough 
for  me.  Thai  was  the  kind  of  a  Micawber  I  turned 
up.  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  never  fear  a  petition  tha; 
comes  in  here.     Who  cares  for  a  petition  ? 

Did  n't  members  of  this  Board  vote  against  two 
thousand  petitioners  foi  cheap  mercantile  buildings, 
and  did  n't  they  say  that  people  would  cot  remain  in 
the  city?  And  in  less  that  two  weeks  afterwards 
they  said  those  men  were  the  only  two  heavy  men  in 
the  Board.  I  say,  gentlemen,  you  are  here  this  after- 
noon to  carry  a  point  at  all  hazards.  Right  or  wrong 
you  are  ready  to  carry  it,  and  if  anybody  in  <his 
Board  dares  to  oppose  you  he  is  to  be  hurled  out  of 
here.  The  whip  and  spur  is  to  be  put  to  him;  the 
papers  are  all  ready,  and  I  think  that  would  be  a  good 
title  for  them  to  use— "Whip  and  Spur."  I  think  I 
have  seen  a  paper  of  that  name  in  i>Cew  Hampshire. 
It  IS  intended  to  whip  and  spur  the  members  of  this 
Council  into  line  to  vote  for  a  commission  and  to  tax 
the  people  two,  three  or  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  sake  of  putting  out  one  man.  That  is 
what  it  is  for.  If  you  have  n't  got  the  courage  to 
fight  against  it,  have  somebody  else.  I  propose  to  do 
my  duty  here  as  I  know  it,  and  not  as  petitioners 
may  ask.  Two  thousand  petitioners  came  here  to 
ask  that  the  boys  might  play  ball  on  the  Common, 
Ijut  we  did  n't  allow  them  to  do  it. 

Two  thousand  petitioners  asked  us  to  enforce  the 
Prohibitory  law;  but  we  did  n't  do  it.  But  if  the  pa- 
pers had  demanded  of  us  as  they  have  in  relation  to 
the  Fire  Department,  -omebody  would  have  taken  a 
back  track.  That  is  the  difficulty  we  labor  under. 
Gentlemen,  if  there  is  a  spark  of  value  in  the  repub- 
lican form  of  government  never,  never  destroy  this 
sovereignty  that  the  people  should  always  have  and 
enjoy.  Nothing  remaining,  however  potent,  would 
balance  that.  I  can  say  to  you  as  I  did  last  fall,  that 
i  had  paid  my  respects  to  the  people  at  City  Hall,  and 
they  could  pay  theirs  to  me  at  the  polls.  They  work- 
ed against  me,  and  I  said,  gentlemen,  you  have  the 
right  to  do  so.  But  I  want  to  tell  you.  eentlemen, 
that  if  you  stand  up  here  and  take  an  independent 
stand  and  not  fear  the  Fire  Department  or  the  people, 
vou  will  gain  as  I  have  every  year  more  than  2.500 
votes.  Of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  upon  the  in- 
creased pay  of  the  police  only  those  four  who  voted 
against  it  are  here  today.  So  you  need  not  fear.  You 
need  not  take  a  back  track  in  these  things.  Stand 
up  and  maintain  what  you  know  to  be  right.  Never 
fail  to  maintain  it.  Under  any  circumstances  never 
miss  that.    That  is  the  policy  my  experience  teaches 

Alderman  Hulbert — We  should  stand  up  here  and 
stand  by  our  convictions,  and  I  propose  to  do  so, 
and  I  would  like  to  give  a  few  reasons  why  I  prefer 
a  commission.  I  don't  suppose  that  many  members 
are  looking  to  the  future  in  deciding  their  positions. 
I  claim  that  the  commission  can  do  some  things  that 
no  board  of  directors  or  committee  can  or  will  do. 
It  lays  the  foundation  for  planning  for  the  future, 
and  providing  so  that  the  accrued  experience  from 
year  to  year  is  made  valuable  in  the  future.  In  less 
than  ninety  days,  as  the  thing  is  now  carried  on.  a 
new  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  will  be  ap- 
pointed. Possibly  some  of  the  present  members 
will  be  elected,  but  we  can't  be  sure  of  it.  The  ex- 
perience they  have  obtained  is  of  no  avail 
to  the  city.  I  want  such  a  policy  adopted 
that  the  accumulated  results  of  years  can  be 
used.  It  works  well  in  private  business,  and 
I  don't  see  why  it  should  not  here.  This  commission 
will  make  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  means  and 
appliances  which  the  city  now  owns  for  the  extin- 
•guishment  of  fires,  and  consider  the  best  mode  of 
managing  them.  Drill  and  discipline  will  be  main- 
tained, which  cannot  be  as  it  is  now,  and  means  will 
be  arranged  for  the  economical  conduct  of  affairs. 
They  will  consider  the  various  means  of  putting  out 
fires.  If  they  are  discreet  men— and  it  will  lie  at  the 
Mayor's  door  if  they  are  not— they  will  be  able  to 


analyze  carefully  all  new  modes  and  methods,  and 
give  a  good  reason  for  their  adoption.  Thej  will  pre- 
vent fires.  In  many  places  in  this  city  it  is  simply  a 
question  whether  to  prevent  fires  or  put  them  out.  And 
they  will  find  localitias  where  fires  are  liable  to  break 
out.  They  will  find  outwhatis  requisitefor  the  public 
safety  and  in  what  streets  business  detrimental  to 
the  public  welfare  in  this  respect  is  carried  on.  Like 
any  other  men  with  their  minds  on  one  thins,  they 
will  discuss  all  things  that  will  prevent  fires.  There 
are  streets  where  everything  is  arranged  for  a  splen- 
did conflagration.  Establish  this  commission  and 
your  building  laws  will  be  well  digested.  They 
would  consider  what  secures  the  most  prompt  at- 
tendance on  fires,  which  ought  to  be  attended  to.  If 
there  is  any  place  where  men  need  to  be  controlled 
by  military  rule  it  is  in  the  Fire  Department.  You 
cannot  have  it  now.  Men's  influence  is  felt  in 
every  department  of  the  city.  A  commission's 
rules  will  be  enforced,  and  the  discipline  of  the 
department  will  be  looked  after.  The  re- 
spon>-ibility  will  be  divided.  The  present  Chief- 
Engineer  has  had  more  upon  his  back  than 
he  ever  ought  to  have.  The  commission  will  be  to  us 
what  General  von  Moltke  was  to  the  Prussian  Gov 
ernment.  He  knew  all  about  the  strong  and  weak 
places  in  France,  and  this  commission  will  know  the 
strong  and  weak  places  for  flres  here,  which  is  a  very 
important  thing  in  this  city.  I  can  hardly  enumerate 
the  variety  of  services  that  wi'l  accrue  from  a  com- 
mission of  good,  true  and  honest  men.  I  think  three 
a  great  deal  better  than  five  or  eight.  Estimate  the 
vi'orth  of  the  experience  of  three  such  men,  and  com 
pare  it  with  the  worth  of  any  committee  for  one 
year.  Take  the  gentlemen  on  the  Fire  Com- 
mittee who  have  spoken  this  afternoon  and  coiu- 
pare  the  results  of  their  experience  with  that 
of  the  men  who  come  in  and  go  out  year  after 
year.  I  would  like  to  know  what  an  ordinary  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  would  have  done  this  last  year  in 
that  department.  I  know  there  is  no  committee  of 
the  present  Government  that  could  have  done  what 
the  Street  Commissioners  have  done,  audi  don't  say 
this  to  praise  the  commission,  but  merely  to  state 
facts.  I  assume  that  we  shall  have  good  men,  which 
the  citizens  demand.  We  can't  select  men  from 
those  who  come  in  here  and  proffer  their  services  so 
cordially  when  there  is  a  vacancy.  In  this  case  I 
would  insist  that  the  Commissioners  shall  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  city.  Annexation  has  caused  a 
large  increase  of  territory,  and  I  say  and  mean  that 
there  is  n't  a  member  of  this  Board  who  can  render 
in  any  one  of  the  deoartments  that  care  and  attention 
and  interest  which  would  be  desirable,  The  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  city  is  getting  to  be  a  very 
large  interest.  I  am  not  for  delegating  any 
power  that  we  can  perform;  but  when  we  can't 
perform  it  I  think  it  is  manly  to  get  up 
here  and  say  so.  At  the  same  time  I  would 
advocate  that  no  department  must  be  out  of  the 
control  of  the  City  Government  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  expenditures.  The  City  Government  should 
hold  the  neck  of  the  purse  and  never  give  it  up  to  a 
commission  or  board.  Now  why  should  n't  we  meet 
this  thing  today?  If  we  do  there  is  no  danger. 
The  community  ask  for  it  and  business  men  feel  the 
necessity  for  it.  Should  n't  this  thing  prove  a  suc- 
cess there  does  n't  live  a  man  who  will  lay  any  blame 
to  the  door  of  this  Board  for  doing  so. 

Alderman  Qumcy— I  propose  to  put  this  ordinance 
into  shape  in  three  minutes.  I  offer  a  simple  amc-nd- 
ment  to  strike  out  the  words  "said  commissioners 
may  deem  necest-ary"  and  insert  "City  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  provide."  Then  I  propose  to  add 
at  the  end  of  the  last  section  the  words  "all  such 
officers  shall  hold  office  till  their  successors  are  ap- 
pointed." 

Alderman  Cutter — I  trust  we  shall  not  put  an  im- 
perfect thing  in  here  to  hasten  through.  I  will  agree 
to  insure  yeur  property  for  the  next  twenty-four 
hours.  It  has  been  said  that  certain  insurance  offices 
have  proposed  to  leave  this  city  because  our  depart- 
ment is  so  weak.  I  wish  to  show  you  a  statement. 
I  own  some  houses  in  this  city.  They  have  volun- 
teered to  send  it  to  me.  I  did  n't  go  to  them.  They 
have  offered  to  insure  my  property  at  less  than  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  it  for  the  last  ten  years.  Here 
are  their  figures  and  they  stand  by  them.  Where  I 
have  paid  $1  50  for  five  years  they  ofl'er  to  do  it  for 
one  dollar  in  as  good  offices  as  you  can  find  in  State 
street.  Where  I  have  paid  $2  50  they  offer  to  take 
for  .f  2.  Where  I  have  paid  .$  1  75  they  will  take  for  $1. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  3  undertook  to  make  us 
believe  here  that  the  insurance  companies  would  not 
insure  in  the  city.  Well,  now  they  are  a  little  in  by 
this  fire.  They  have  learned  that  first-class  risks  do 
not  consist  in  mercantile  houses  closed  up  from  Sat- 
urday afternoon  till  Monday  morning.  These  men 
have  piofited  by  the  ability  of  the  Fire  Department. 
They  have  been  fattening  and  paying  twenty-per- 
cent, dividends  right  along.  A  gentleman  connected 
with  an  insurance  office  said  'that  he  lost  $60,000 
which    he    had    before    the   fire;    he    might    have 
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divided  all  the  dividends  iu  his  office   and   pocketed 
$60,000,  and  he  wished  he  had  done  it.      Now,  sir,  if 
they  undertake  to  dictate  to  us    how    to  manage  our 
Fire  Department  and  make  our  citizens  pay  for  it;  If 
tliey   calculate   to    shake   the   hush   and  for   them 
to  catch  the  hird,  I  tell   you   that    wont  go  down  in 
this  city.    If  you  do  it  this  year    you    will    abolish  it 
next.     Tlie  gentleman    from    the  Highland    District 
undertakes  to  doubt  the   military    discipline    of  the 
Fire  Department.    He  is  the  last  man  I  would  go  to 
learn    military  of.    He    is  the    last    man  to  whom  I 
would  go  to  learn  what  is  necessary  for   the  Fire  De- 
partment; a  man  who  has  not  crossed  the  threshold 
ol  the  Fire  Department  office  this  year.    And  he  un- 
dertakes to  talk  here  with  a  written  speech  manufact- 
ured   by  insurance  agents,   in  my  judgment,  if  you 
will   allow   me,    and    to   tell    us   what   is  needed 
and     what     is     to      he'    done.      We     have     been 
at    work     in    there.      We    have     had    our     coats 
off.      Yon,     my     friends,      will     bear     with     me 
that  we  have  time  and  again  sought  information  con- 
cerning oar  department  ever  since  we  have  been  on 
that  committee.    You  undertake  to  tell  me  that  the 
Mayor  is  bef^er  capable  of  appointing  a  good   com- 
mission than  a  committee.   Perhaps  the  present  May- 
or is,  but  he  is  not  going  to  be   the    next    Mayor.     I 
tell    you    the     Mayor    and    the    President    of    the 
Common     Council     have     been     more     to     blame 
than     any    other     two     persons    in    this     city    for 
placing    upon     the    Fire    Department    Committee- 
men of    extravagant  notions.    There  was  a  certain 
genitieman  placed  on  that    committee  who    resigned 
because  he  coiild  not    do    as    he  wanted.    He  was  a 
gentleman  worthy  to  sit  on  that  committee.      I  tell 
you  it  was  no  duty  of   his    to  resign.     But  when    he 
had  resigned,  another  gentleman  went  in   there  and 
you  know  his  record.    1  tell  you  that  is  the  fault  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  and  of  nobody  else.  If  you  undertake  to  place 
the  responsibility  upon    them,   look    out    that    you 
are  not  hanged  with  the  rope  that  you   have  manu- 
factured yourselves.     I  believe  the  Fire  Department 
as  a  department  never  has  been  forced  into  any  po- 
litical  use   to  govern  any   other  department.      But 
there  is  not  an  Alderman   outside  of  the  city  proper 
that  does  not  show  a  little  inclination  to  favor  his 
particular  1'.  cUity.    But  I  tell  you   that  when  you 
hhime    the     Fire    Department    for    favoring    their 
own  interests  you  blame  them    when    you    should 
no  .      But  as  regards  this  last  fire  being  a  bugbear, 
t   would  rather  risk  my  buildings  today  without  any 
insurance  at  all  than  to  have  a  commission  appointed 
and  keep  up  a  running  fire  every  twenty -four  hours; 
for  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  if  you  don't  have  fires  their 
mission  is  gone.    The  fires  must  exist.    But  many  of 
them  would  not  occur  if    the   insurance  men  would 
insure    property  as    they    do  in  Paris;    that    is,    if 
a  fire  originates    among    your    own   goods    you  get 
no    insurance  ;     but     is     it     in    your    neighbor's 
and  yours  are  destroyed,  you  receive  it.     That  would 
teach  you  to  look  out  for  your  own  goods  and  houses. 
But  now,  if  a  gentleman  conies  to  Boston   to  set  up 
in  business,  he  will  get  trusted  for  goods  for,  per- 
haps, $2000;  he  then  gets  insured  for  .f^SOOO,  and  when 
he  gets  into  a  tight  place  the  building  gets  on  fire. 
I  don't    say    who    sets    it,    but    I     do    say     some- 
body    is    induced   to   set   it.    It    is  the  insurance 
companies    that    do     these     things.      They    sit    in 
their    nice    offices,     and    don't    look    at    the    man 
or    his  goods.    They    take  his    statement  and  his 
money,  and  that  is  all.    I  beg  of  you,  gentlemen, 
to  believe  that  you   have  an  engineer  and  a  Fire    De- 
partment just  as  good  and  better  than  is  to  be  found 
in  any  city  in  this  Union  today.     I  shall  vote  against 
commissions.    I  shall   decidedly  object  to  voting  for 
a  commission  on  the  Fire  Department.    You    don't 
need  it  any  more  than  you  need  one  on  public  build- 
ings   or    any    other  department.      Since  you    have 
had  a    commission    on    streets   what    an    amount 
of    money     have    you    spent    on    their    account ! 
And     if     vou     did  n't     spend     it     their    mission 
would  pass' away.     We  had  to  nearly  strip  them  of 
their  powers  after  we  elected  them.     The  Commis- 
sion on  Health,  you,  gentlemen,  perhaps  in  a  year  and 
perhaps  in  less  time,  will   believe  with  me  that  it  is 
an    expensive    affair.      They  don't  purify    the  air. 
They  sit  in  their  offices  and  employ  sixteen  or  twenty 
assistants  to  do  what  has  been  done  during  the  last 
year.    They  went  to  work  and   seized  the  Marcella- 
street  Hospital,    Well,   they  are  welcome  to  that. 
They  have   destroyed    other     buildings,   then    they 
have     destroyed     a     most    excellent    neighborhood 
and  driven  our  citizens  from  it  to  place  our  smallpox 
patients  there  when  we  had  ninple  room  for  them,  and 
when  this  had  been  done  and  the  papers^had  stooped 
saying  anything  about  it.  the  smalli)ox  was  abolished. 
Alderman  Quincy  called   attentien  to  a  statement 
obtained  fr<)m  the  City  Registrar's  office  showing  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  dcatJis  during  the  summer 
months  this  year,  which  must  have  been   caused   by 
the  absence  of  unclcanliness  and  improved  drainage. 
The  number  was  six  hundred  against  eight  hundred 
for  the  same  time  last  year. 


Alderman  Power— I  don't  propose  to  say  anything 
against  the  Board  of  Health,  but  would  like  the  gen- 
tleman to  state  what  that  Board  has  had  to  do  with 
good  drainage.  If  there  is  any  credit  to  be  obtained 
from  good  drainage  it  belongs  to  the  Department  of 
Sewers. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  was  caused  by  enforcing  the 
rules  for  cleanliness. 

Alderman  Clark— The  ground  has  been  pretty  well 
gone  over,  but  in  order  to  get  this  ordinance — if  it  is 
going  to  be  adopted— as  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  it,  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  still  further  delay.  I 
want  it  to  he  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  commission,  but  do  not  favor  the  ordinance  fixed 
up  here  unless  it  is  right.  I  shall  therefore  move  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with  direc- 
tions to  report  the  majority  ordinance  in  a  new  draft 
and  legal  form. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  would  vote  for  this  if  it  is 
necessary ;  but  the  matter  can  be  fixed  in  three  min- 
utes. Only  one  valid  objection  has  been  offered, 
and  by  making  the  simple  change  I  proposed  that 
will  be  met.  The  other  objections  can  be  met  in  va- 
rious ways.  The  defects  are  so  simple  that  every 
member  can  see  them  at  once.  Then  we  have  till  the 
commissioners  are  appointed  to  decide  how  many  we 
will  have. 

Alderman  Clark — I  only  wish  to  delay  the  matter 
to  get  it  right.  It  has  been  reported  three  or  four 
weeks.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  is  a  lawyer. 
One  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  city  was  a  member  of 
the  committee,  and  yet  they  have  come  in  here  with 
an  ordinance  that  is  pronounced  illegal  by  the  City 
Solicitor.  The  alteration  of  a  simple  word  or  two 
may  make  it  all  right,  but  I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to 
say  so.  If  the  Board  see  fit  to  vote  upon  an  ordi- 
nance which  the  City  Solicitor  has  pronounced  ille- 
gal, well  and  good. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  Alderman 
Clark's  motion  by  adding  the  words  "and  approved 
by  the  City  Solicitor,"  which  Alderman  Clark  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Gaffield  suggested  that  it  be  recommitted 
to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Reorganization 
of  the  Fire  Department.which  Alderman  Clark  agreed 
to. 

Alderman  Gaffield  —  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  if  he  would  not  consent  to  pass  the  ordi- 
nance, in  view  of  the  sensitive  condition  of  public 
feeling  on  this  snbject,  which  has  been  nearly  twelve 
months  before  us.  There  is  only  one  slight  legal 
form  which  needs  correcting,  and  that  can  be  done 
in  half  an  hour.  Let  us  adjourn  for  that  time,  and 
if  the  City  Solicitor  says  it  cannot  be  done,  we  can 
refer  it  to  the  joint  special  committee.  If  it  be  pos- 
sible to  pass  this  ordinance  tonight,  the  hearts  of  the 
people  will  thrill  with  joy. 

Alderman  Clark— I  don't  think  the  hearts  of  the 
people  will  thrill  with  joy  if  we  pass  an  ordinance 
that  is  illegal.  We  bow  to  the  will  of  the  people,  but 
I  don't  believe  the  community  woulc  be  satisfied 
with  patching  up  the  ordinance,  and  I  don't  think 
the  gentleman  would  be  in  favor  of  doing  so. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  hope  Alderman  Clark's  mo- 
tion will  prevail.  The  vote  indicates  plainly  to  the 
community  how  we  stand.  It  is  of  no  importance 
whether  it  is  passed  tonight  or  on  Monday.  It  should 
be  made  clear  and  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Clark  accepted  Alderman  Gaffield's 
proposition  to  refer  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee. 

Alderman  Gibson  suggested  that  an  amendment  be 
made  so  that  the  patrolmen  assist  the  Department  for 
the  Inspection  of  Buildings,  as  it  might  be  a  saving 
of  money. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  section  ,30  of 
his  substitute  ordinance,  which  embodied  that  idea. 
Unless  something  of  that  kind  is  embodied  in  the 
majority  ordinance,  he  should  move  to  so  amend  it. 
Alderman  Quincy— I  shall  object  to  such  an  amend- 
ment. We  propose  to  leave  this  whole  matter  to  the 
commission,  and  we  don't  propose  to  dictate  to  them 
that  such  and  such  men  shall  be  for  such  and  such 
purposes. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  agree  with  the  Alderman  per- 
fectly that  I  would  not  have  a  piece  of  patchwork  go 
through  the  Board,  and  agree  that  the  report  may  be 
recommitted  to  the  joint  special  committee,  with  in- 
structiims  to  report  on  next  Monday. 

The  Chair  stated  Alderman  Clark's  motion  to  be 
"That  the  subject  of  reorganizing  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment be  recommitted  to  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  report  the  ordinance  recom- 
mended by  the  majority  in  a  new  draft  and  legal 
form,  and  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor. 
The  motion  was  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 
Alderman  Quincy  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
report  and  order  in  relation  to  a  revision  of  the  city 
charter,  but  at  the  request  of  Aldermen  Cutter  and 
Clark,  he  withdrew  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

Proceedings  of  the  C/ommon  Council, 

OCTOBER    9,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  papers  were  disposed  of  in  concurrence: 

Petitions  of  Company  A,  Second  Battalion,  E.  Good- 
fellow  and  executors  of  GeorgeW. Blake  were  rtf  f  rred. 

Kecommitmeat  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, with  instructions  to  report  in  fifteen  days, 
of  the  report  and  orders  on  the  subject  of  a  site  for 
a  Home  for  the  Poor.    (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  108.) 

Report  in  favor  of  passage  of  the  order  requesting 
the  Water  Board  to  consider  the  expediency  and  cost 
of  supplying  the  territory  bounded  by  Eliot  street 
and  the  other  streets,  named  in  said  order,  with  salt 
water,  on  the  Holly  system,  for  fire  and  sanitary  pur- 
poses.   Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 

Order  to  rescind  the  order  of  September  23,  author- 
izing the  plans  for  Police  Station,  Ward  16,  to  be  so 
amended  as  to  include  accommodations  for  a  branch 
of  the  Public  Library.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  pupils  in  the  new  Grammar  School  Dis- 
trict, Washington  Village.  Passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  Third  Religious  Socie- 
ty of  Dorchester  and  Leonard  Picking  to  make  addi- 
tions to  buildings,  and  W.  R.  Clark  to  build  coal  ele- 
vator on  Foster's  wharf.    Severally  passed. 

Report  that  Leonard  Ware  has  violated  the  law  in 
erection  of  wooden  building,  on  Purchase  street. 
Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Timothy  McCarty  to 
build  wooden  addition  to  building  on  Tremont 
street.    Passed. 

The  two  following  were  severally  read  once: 

Report  and  order  to  procure  and  place  in  the  new 
schoolhouse,  on  the  site  of  the  Old  Roxbury  City 
Hall,  a  suitable  tablet  bearing  the  name  of  the  school. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  primary  pupils  in  the  Bigelow  School 
District. 

The  order  authorizing  that  portion  of  Engine 
House  No.  12,  which  projects  over  the  line  of  widen- 
ing of  Warren  street,  with  the  land  and  the  portion 
of  the  building  remaining,  to  be  sold  by  public  auc- 
tion, being  put  upon  its  passage — 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  an  explanation  from  the 
committee.  Public  property  had  repeatedly  been  sold 
under  restriction  that  it  should  be  removed  in  ten 
days  from  the  time  of  sale,  and  for  that  reason 
brought  a  very  low  price,  but  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  rule  had  been  applied  only 
to  the  payment  of  the  price,  and  instead  of  the  build- 
ing being  removed,  it  was  allowed  to  remain  in  its 
position  for  days  and  weeks  and  sometimes  months 
after  the  ten  days  had  elapsed.  If  that  is  the  state  of 
things  he  wished  to  inquire  Into  it.  Of  one  case  he 
had  been  informed  within  a  few  days  where  buildings 
have  been  sold  with  the  ten  days'  removal  restriction 
and  then  remained  several  months;  this  was  on 
the  extension  of  Washington  street,  a.nd  since  they 
was  sold  the  buildings  stand  where  they  were  be- 
fore. He  wanted  to  know  if  that  was  an  agreement 
between  the  city  officers  and  the  purchaser.  He 
wanted  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  know  these  facts 
that  the  treasury  should  be  protected.  Mr.  Shaw 
alluded  to  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse, 
which  was  assessed  at  $20,000  and  within  three  months 
was  sold  for  less  than  $1000.  When  any  committee 
sanctioned  such  doings  he  should  raise  his  voice 
against  it. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  Mr.  Shaw 
voting  nay. 

The  report  and  orders  to  furnish  steam-heating 
apparatus  and  a  fence  for  the  yard  at  engine-house 
(Ward  14)  at  an  estimated  cost' of  $3000,  and  for  a 
transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  pay  therefor,  if 
not  exceeding  that  sum,  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  what  was  proposed  to 
be  done  with  this  monev.  The  order  was  for  $.3000. 
Nobody  replying,  Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  told  that  it 
is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  build  129  feet  of  fence, 
at  $7  a  foot,  making  $903,  and  he  was  informed  that 
the  heating  apparatus  would  cost  $1100.  Now  it  Is 
proposed  to  appropriate  $3000  for  an  expense  of 
$2000.  It  may  be  right,  but  members  of  the  Council 
don't  generally  transact  their  private  business  in  that 
way.  Mr.  Shaw  said  his  information  was  derived 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  If  all 
the  appropriations  were  made  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per 
cent,  above  the  expenses,  the  citizens  ought  to 
know  it.  This  is  a  little  matter,  but  there  is  a 
principle  involved.  As  Mrs.  Sigourney  says, 
"Little  by  little  the  bird  builds  her  nest," 


and  little  by  little  these  expenses  creep  up  from  hun- 
dreds to  thousands,  to  hundreds  of  thousands  and 
millions,  and  as  the  old  Scotchman,  from  whom  I  de- 
scended, says,  "Many  a  mickle  makes  a  muckle." 
If  there  is  no  corruption  there  is  certainly  a  very 
loose  manner  of  expending  the  city's  money.  Why 
is  it  necessary  to  appropriate  $3000  for  an  expense 
for  which  the  honest  man  who  manages  the  public 
buildings  says  $2000  is  enough?  If  it  is  proposed  to 
furnish  that  building  why  not  say  so  in  the  order? 
He  hoped  some  gentleman  would  explain  the  neces- 
sity for  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  thought  the  order  should  be 
explained  after  the  statement  by  Mr.  Shaw. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  said  he  supposed  some  mar- 
gin had  been  given  In  the  estimate.  Everybody 
knows  that  if  there  is  anything  left  over  it  goes  into 
the  Sinking  Fund.  The  Superintendent  of  Buildings 
made  the  estimate  for  the  committee. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Tuck- 
er today  and  he  was  responsible  for  the  figures.  He 
had  also  called  upon  the  manufacturers  of  the  heat- 
ing apparatus,  who  informed  him  that  the  cost  might 
possibly  be  $1200.  If  arm  chairs  are  to  be  provided 
for,  and  gas  fixtures,  why  not  say  so,  and  let  the  peo- 
ple understand  it? 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  repeated  his  statement  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  made  the 
estimate  for  what  is  necessary  to  finish  the  building. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  said  it  was  n't  known  exact- 
ly what  the  expense  would  be.  Gas  fixtures,  heating 
apparatus,  etc.,  were  to  be  put  in.  The  order  says 
not  to  exceed  $8000. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  said  Mr.  Shaw  was  correct. 
The  report  comes  asking  for  steam  heating  apparatus 
etc.  As  he  understood  it,  chairs,  carpets,  etc.,  were 
to  be  furnished  for  this  building.  The  gentleman 
asks  if  the  appropriation  is  to  cover  that  expense, 
and  the  committee  has  evaded  that  particular  ques- 
tion. In  view  of  that  fact  he  moved  the  order  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
with  Instructions  to  report  items  of  expense. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
be  pressed;  the  building  is  nearly  ready  to  receive 
the  heating  apparatus. 

Mr.  Flynn  hoped  the  motion  to  refer  back  would 
prevail,  if  there  is  a  discrepancy  between  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Superintendent  and  the  amount  named 
in  the  appropriation.  No  member  has  denied  that 
there  is  a  discrepancy. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  did  n't  understand  that  there 
is  a  discrepancy.  The  Superintendent  hasn't  made 
any  different  statement  to  the  committee,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  might  possibly  be  mistaken 
in  the  amount  given  him. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  the  order  had  n"t 
been  worded  just  as  the  committee  intended,  and^was 
meant  to  include  the  gas  fixtures,  etc.,which  are  not 
named  in  the  order.  If  the  committee  do  not  intend 
to  spend  $3000,  the  order  could  be  amended  bv  mak- 
ing it  $2000. 

Mr.  Bowles  of  Ward  12  asked  if  the  order  came  ii 
the  usual  way;  if  it  did,  he  hoped  it  would  pass,  and 
the  committee  treated  with  respect.  Place  it  in  the 
worst  light  you  please,  and  it  is  only  a  few  hundred 
dollars,  and  it  is  unjust  that  this  thing  should  be 
driven  to  so  close  a  point.  It  should  be  treated  in 
the  usual  manner. 

Mr.  Adams  said  they  had  already  voted  to  sell  the 
old  house,  and  in  order  to  arrange  the  new  one  the 
order  should  pass  tonight. 

The  Council  refused  to  recommit  by  a  rising  vote 
of  13  to  25. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  what  it  is  proposed  to  do  with 
the  difference  between  $2000  and  $3000. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4;said  the  committee  propose 
to  use  what  is  necessay  and  turn  the  rest  into  the 
Sinking  Fund  in  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  then  he  would  object  to  this  appro- 
priation. The  committee  have  no  right  to  ask  for 
$3000  when  they  only  need  $2000. 

Mr.  Bicknell  said  the  balance  would  go  into  the 
Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  had  seen  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  an  hour  before  coming  to  the 
Council,  and  was  told  by  him  that  his  estimate  for 
the  heating  apparatus  and  fence  was  $2600. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  order  lie , 
on  the  table  for  one  week,  as  there  seems  to  have 
been  two  stories  told  by  the  Superintendent. 

The  motion  vi'as  carried  unanimously. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  take 
the  order  from  the  table,  and  it  was  lost,  12  to  21. 

The  report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  public  health,  in  regard  to  removal  of 
manure  from  stables,  being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  if  the  ordinance  had 
been  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health;  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  stated  that  it  had. 

The  Chair  explained  the  course  the  ordinance  had 
taken,  and  after  explanations  by  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward 
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9  and  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  ordinance  was  read 
twice  and  passed  in  concnrrence. 

The  report  and  order  for  hoolt  and  ladder  house  on 
Washington  square  was  passed  in  concurrence  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

THE   FIKE   COMMISSION. 

The  reports  and  ordinances  in  reference  to  the  re- 
organization of  the  Fire  Department  came  from  the 
Aldermen  recommitted  to  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  report  the  majority  ordi- 
nance in  one  week,  in  a  new  draft  and  legal  form, 
and  approved  \>y  ihe  City  Solicitor. 

The  question  being  on  concurrence,  Mr.  Mahan  of 
Ward  ."5  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  the  in- 
structions to  the  committee. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Perkins  or  Ward  6  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  previous 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  desired  to  make  an  explana- 
tion, but  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Chair. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  lost,  21  yeas,  30  nays— as 
follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Jacob  Abbott,  Thomas  J.  Anderson, 
Hiram  A.  Bowles,  George  L.  Burt,  Patrick  Collins, 
Timothy  J.  Dacey,  Benjamin  Dean,  Pierpont  Ed- 
wards, .James  J.  Flynn,  Francis  M.  Hughes,  William 
H.  Jones.  Harrison  Loring,  John  Madden,  John  W. 
Mahan,  James  F.  Marston,  Robert  McCue,  William 
McKenney,  William  G.  Thacher,  James  H.  Upham, 
Michael  F.  Wells,  W.  Elliot  Woodward— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  EbenezerAdams,  Hillman  B.  Barnes, 
William  E.  Bicknell,  Wilmon  W.  Blackmar,  J.  Q.  A. 
Brackett,  Charles  A.  Burditt,  Asa  H.  Caton,  Samudl 
S.  Ciidworth,  Charles  Darrow,  Charles  G.  Davis, 
George  P.  Denny,  Andrew  J.  Hall,  Henry  W.  Har- 
rington, Edward  J.  Holmes,  Abraham  J.  Lamb,  Wil- 
liam Morse.  Cyrus  A.  Page,  Frederick  Pease,  Wil- 
liam E.  Perkins,  Henry  W.  Pickering,  Charles  E. 
Powers,  Washington  L.  Prescott,  George  A.  Shaw, 
Moses  B.  Tower,  William  G.  Train.  Alonzo  Warren, 
William  H.  West,  David  Whiston,  Edward  P.  Wilbur, 
Edwin  H.  Woods— 30. 

Absent,  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Frederick  Bleiler, 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  Thomas  Brennan,  Neil  Doherty 
Michael  J.  Flatley,  Elijah  B.  Hine,  Michael  Kelley 
George  P.  Kingsley,  John  B.  Martin,  Frederick  S. 
Risteen,  Joshua  Weston — 11. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  Alder- 
men in  recommitting  the  report  with  the  instruc- 
tions, it  was  carried— yeas  38,  nays  S)— as  follows' 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Ebenezer  Adams,  Hillman  B. 
Barnes,  William  E.  Bicknell,  Wilmon  W.  Blackmar, 
Hiram  A.  Bowles,  J.  Q.  A.  Brackett,  Charles  A.  Bur- 
ditt, George  L.  Burt,  Asa  H.  Caton,  Sam- 
uel S.  Cudworth,  Charles  Darrow,  Charles  G. 
Davis,  George  P.  Denny,  James  J.  Flynn, 
Andrew  J.  Hall,  Henry  W.  Harrington,  Edward  J. 
Holmes,  William  H.  Jones,  Abraham  J.  Lamb,  James 
F.  Marston,  Robert  McCue,  William  McKenney, 
William  Morse,  Cyrus  A.  Page,  Frederick  Pease, 
William  E.  Perkins,  Henry  W.  Pickering,  Charles  E. 
Powers,  Washington  L.  Prescott,  George  A.  Shaw, 
Moses  B.  Tower,  William  G.  Train,  James  H.  Upham, 
Alonzo  Warren,  William  H.  West,  David  Whiston, 
Edward  P.  Wilbur,  Edwin  H.  Woods— 38. 

Nays — Messrs.  Thomas  J.  Anderson,  Patrick  Col- 
lins, Timothy  J.  Dacey,  Pierpont  Edwards,  Francis 
M.  Hughes,  John  Madden,  William  G.  Thacher, 
Michael  F.  Wells,  W.  Elliot  Woodward— 9. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Jacob  Aobott,  Fred- 
erick Bleiler,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  Thomas  Brennan, 
Benjamin  Dean,  Neil  Doherty,  Michael  J.  Flatley, 
Elijah  B.  Hine,  Michael  Kelley,  George  P.  Kingsley. 
Harrison  Loring,  John  W.  Mahan,  John  B.  Martin, 
Frederick  S.  Risteen,  Joshua  Weston— 16. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  fi  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  just  passed,  hoping  it  would  Hot  prevail. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Request  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $.5.^00  from  Re- 
served Fund  to  appropriation  for  markets.  (City 
Doc.  No.  113.) 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  had  waited  for  some  time  for 
an  explanation  of  this  question.  If  no  other  gentle- 
man would  sacrifice  himself  he  would.  He  had  con- 
versed with  the  members  of  the  committee  on  this 
subject  which  literally  touches  the  vitals  of  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Shaw  reviewed  the  system  of  leasing 
stalls  in  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  markets,  which  he 
thought  allowed  a  few  men  to  monopolize  the  busi- 
ness. The  policy  is  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  city. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14  doubted  if  the  stalls  could  be 
taken  away  with  justice  to  men  who  had  been  thirty 
years  building  up  a  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  order  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14, 
the  Older  was  taken  from  the  table  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  next  Thursday  evening  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore nine. 


THE   HOLLY   SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  called  for  action  on  the  first 
of  the  two  orders  submitted  with  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Re- 
organization of  the  Fire  Department,  that  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board  consider  the  cost  of  the  Holly 
system  and  its  comparison  with  other  systems. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  presented  the  petition  of 
J.  A.  Johnson,  for  the  lighting  of  Norfolk  street. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  appropriating  $300  for  an  exhibi- 
tion of  S.  R.  Russell's  water  system. 

After  explanations  by  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Wilbur  of 
Ward  9,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  and  Mr.  Jones  of 
Ward  14,  the  vote  was  reconsidered  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Page  the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

THE   NORMAL    SCHOOL. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  for  the  closing  of  the  Normal  School  room 
in  the  Girls'  High  School  building.     Carried. 

Mr.  West  said  the  School  Committee  would  not 
object  to  the  passage  of  the  order,  as  then  the  matter 
could  be  brought  before  the  courts  and  an  issue  be 
made  at  once. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  order 
was  made  the  special  assignment  for  next  Thursday 
evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marston  of  Ward  10,  the  report 
and  orders  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  to  be  purchased 
on  corner  of  Shawmut  avenue  and  Upton  street,  at  a 
cost  of  $14,000,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  a  hose 
house,  and  for  a  loan  of  $.30,000  to  be  applied  there- 
for, were  taken  from  the  table 

Mr.  Marston  satd  there  were  strong  objections  to 
the  location,  and  the  title  to  the  property  was  not 
such  as  the  city  could  expect.  On  his  motion  the 
order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  POLICE   COMMISSION. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following, 
and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
an  ordinance  establishing  a  Commission  on  Police. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  referring  the  order. 

Mr.  Harrington  was  muck  surprised  at  the  motion, 
as  the  order  was  simply  one  of  inquu-y. 

Mr.  Flynn  thought  the  Council  a  better  judge  than 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  thought  it  best  to  wait  un- 
til the  revision  of  the  city  charter  could  take  place. 

Mr.  Harringtan  said  the  order  amounts  to  nothing, 
but  he  was  sorry  if  he  had  tread  on  anybody's 
corns. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12;said  If  it  was  referred  there 
would  be  a  minority  report.  He  wanted  the  Council 
to  understand  that  the  proposition  to  create  commis- 
sions, was  to  propose  to  get  into  ruts.  He  thought 
that  the  agitation  of  a  Police  Commission  would 
eventually  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  Metropoli- 
tan Board  of  Police. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  could  n't  see  the  improprie- 
ty of  an  order  of  inquiry,  thouf,h  he  could  see  no 
necessity  for  such  a  commission. 

Mr.  Harrington  thought  there  were  abuses  in  the 
Boston  police  system  which  need  correcting.  Men 
are  abuted  and  knocked  down,  and  can 't  get  a 
hearing. 

Mr.  West  thought  the  time  when  the  charter  is  revised 
would  be  the  proper  one  for  considering  this  topic. 

Tlie  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Flynn  the  order  was  iudefinitoly  postponed. 

THE   OLD   MATHER   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  submitted  a  report  inclosing  a 
communication])  from  the  purchaser  of  the  old 
Mather  Schoolhouse,  stating  that  the  expense  to  the 
city  of  cancelling  the  sale  of  taid  schoolhouse  would 
be  $2000,  including  the  price  of  the  building  ($800). 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 

ordered,  That  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather  School- 
house  be  cancelled,  provided  it  can  be  done  by  the 
payment;  of  $2000;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  hoped  it  would  not  prevail; 
it  would  cost  $1,500  to  move  the  building  and  it  would 
cost  $.5000  to  put  in  a  cellar  and  foundation.  It 
seems  that  the  purchaser  wants  to  make  a  few  hun- 
dreds out  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Burditt  thought  there  might  be  some  mistake 
in  the  management  of  this  case.  He  was  informed 
that  the  building  would  be  needcf'  for  a  primary 
schoolhouse  in  that  district  within  a  year,  and  it 
would  be  cheaper  to  take  back  the  building. 

After  a  brief  discussion  by  Messrs.  Perkins,  CatGn, 
Flynn  and  Shaw,  the  order  was  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceeding-s  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    13,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  today,  Alder- 
man Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Constables— George  P.  Stone,  Richard  P.  Andrews. 

Special  Police  Officers,  without  pay— Lucius  W. 
Knight,  Calvin  T.  Smith,  Parker-Hill  Reservoir ;  Hen- 
ry Weltch,  Warren-street  Chapel;  N.  S.  Lund,  Music 
Hall. 

Weigher  of  Coal— George  W.  Morse. 

Surveyor  of  Marble,  Soapstone  and  Freestone— E. 
A.  Grothusen. 

Members  of  the  ±iire  Department— Edward  H.  Rob- 
erts, Samuel  L.  Gilman,  hosemen;  George  W.  Stone, 
driver;  John  Knights,  hoseman;  Charles  E.  Briggs, 
member;  Peter  Riley,  hoseman.  To  be  members  of 
Engine  Company  No.  22— Richworth  A.  Burgess, 
Benjamin  P.  Applebee,  John  H.  Ewers,  William  To- 
bin,  John  Poye.  Permanent  .members— Thomas  J. 
McCabe,  member;  John  J.  McDonald,  Thomas 
Boggs,  Bartholemew  McCarthy,  P.  N.  Crothy,  Ben- 
jamin P.  Dexter,'!  Charles  W.  Clarke,  Michael  A. 
Hearn,  Maurice  R.  Barry,  hosemen,  and  John  En- 
wright,  fireman. 

PETITIONS  REPEKRED. 

To  Me  Committee  on  Sewers.  P.  S.  Briggs,  for 
sewer  in  Westminster  street. 

Frederic  Bleiler  et  al.,  that  a  sewer  be  constructed 
whet-e  a  brook  flows  near  Heath  place. 

'J'o  the  Committee  on  Faneuit  Hall.  L.  L.  Thaxter  et 
«/.,  for  use  of  Paneuil  Hall  on  October  29th  for  a  re- 
union of  the  Fusileers. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  theBoard. 
Dyer  &  Gurney,  for  wooden  stable  on  Border  street, 
No.  218. 

Washington  Pipe  Works,  for  stable  on  Pope  street, 
near  Saratoga  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Alexander  Gunn, 
for  sidewalk  on  Telegraph  and  Gates  streets. 

Robert  McDevltt  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Athens  street. 

John  Kelley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Dor- 
chester avenue  near  Ellsworth  street. 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,,  et  al.  for  a  wood  pavement 
in  Bennet  street,  with  instructions  to  give  the  peti- 
tioners a  hearing. 

To  the  Committee,  on  County  Accounts.  Isaac  Ames, 
Judge  of  Probate,  for  provision  for  the  preparation 
of  an  index  to  the  records  in  Probate  Registry  of 
Suffolk  County. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Co.,  for  definition  of  limits  within  which 
they  may  take  land  for  depot  purposes. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  John  H.  Wil- 
liams €i!  a^.,  against  the  proposed  release  of  condi- 
tions of  sale  on  land  owned  by  J.  H.  Pote  and  A.  S. 
Poss  on  Belmont  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  J.  Albert  Johnston, 
et  al.,  that  Norfolk  street  be  lighted. 

W^illiam  Macomber,  for  lamp  at  the  corner  of 
second  and  Athens  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  Part  of  the  Board. 
Mary  Sawyer,  for  removal  of  trees  from  sidewalk  of 
122  Eustis  street. 

To  theC ommAttee  on  Claims.  Frederic  S.  Way,  to 
be  paid  for  injuries  to  himself  and  carriage  by  al- 
leged defect  in  Border  street. 

THE  EIRE  IN  BERKELEY  STREET. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  remonstrance  of 
Stiliman  B.  Allen,  Alexander  Blaikie  and  Charles  W. 
Slack,  respectively,  for  the  Berkeley-street  Congre- 
gational Church,  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and 
the  proprietors  of  the  Parker  Memorial  Meeting 
House,  protesting  against  the  reconstruction  or  re- 
building of  Hayes's  stable  in  close  proximity  to  the 
places  of  worship  of  their  respective  societies. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  remonstrance 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildifigs. 

In  this  connection  Alderman  Stebbins,  said  he 
would  offer  the  following  orders  which,  on  his  mo- 
tion, were  passed: 

Whereas,  The  wooden  stable  used  by  Martin  Hayes 
&  Co.  and  occupied  by  them  for  the  keeping  of 
horses  on  Berkeley  and  Appleton  streets,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  11th  instant,  and 


Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  Board  the  rebuild 
ing  of  said  structure  would  be  injurious  to  property 
in  "the  vicinity,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  permission  heretofore  granted  to 
Martin  Hayes  to  erect  a  stable  on  the  premises  be  re- 
voked. 

Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  thisi;Board  the  remain- 
ing portions  of  the  stable  belonging  to  Martin  Hayes 
or  Martin  Hayes  &  Co.  on  Berkeley  and  Appleton 
streets,  which  was  almost  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  11th  instant,  are  now  in  a  state  of  nuisance  and 
offensive  to  the  neighborhood,  and  should  be  re- 
moved forthwith:  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  said  Martin  Hayes 
or  Martin  Hayes  &  Co.  to  appear  before  this  Board  on 
Monday  next  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  and  show  cause  why 
said  portions  of  the  burnt  stable  should  not  be  re- 
moved as  a  nuisance. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Boston  News  Company  to 
use  a  steam  engine  at  142  Washington  street,  an  or- 
der of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  Tuesday, 
November  4th,  at  4  P.  M. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  sewers  in  Franklin  street, 
Paris  street  and  Parker  street,  were  severally  con- 
sidered, and  there  being  no  objection  the  petitions 
were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Upon  the  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Blackmar, 
Mandell  &  Co.,  to  use  steam  engine,  no  objection 
wa*  offered,  and  the  petition  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD   IN  BEACON   STREET. 

The  ordw  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  the  petition  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  to  locate  tracks  on  Beacon 
street,  from  Gloucester  street  to  near  Brighton  ave- 
nue, being  under  consideration,  Mr.  W.  A.  Field 
appeared  for  the  railroad  company  and  asked  a  post- 
ponement for  two  weeks  for  the  reason  that  they  had 
negotiated  for  land  on  Parker  street,  which,  if  ob- 
tained, would  enable  them  to  extend  the  track  on 
Marlborough  street,  and  might  enable  them  to  with- 
draw the  petition.  The  company  did  not  wish  to  go 
on  Beacon  street  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
but  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  that  a  railroad 
could  not  be  run  successfully  without  a  stable  in  that 
vicinity. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  hearing  was 
postponed  for  two  weeks. 

CELLARS   BELOW   GRADE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  in  response  to  an  order  of  July  29,  1873, 
stating  that  the  following-named  persons  are  con- 
structing cellars,  the  bottoms  of  which  are  below 
mean  low  water  mark:  Martin  Beaily,  Cazenove 
place,  near  Chandler  street,  three  buildings;  Samuel 
Stubbs,  Chandler  street,  corner  Cazenove  place,  one 
building;  Joseph  R.  Bassett,  east  side  Tremont 
street,  between  Dover  and  Chapman  streets,  one 
building.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

constables'  bonds  approved. 

The  bonds  of  Samuel  T.  Munroe,  Wiliiam  T.  Pin- 
dell  and  others,  constables  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be- 
ing certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  approved  by 
the  Board. 

unfinished  business. 

Order  to  pay  John  P.  Mills  $13,500,  for  South  Mar- 
ket-street damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  Woods  $1033  20,  for  Prescott- 
street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Hanford  Lockwood  et  al.  $1050,  for 
Prescott-street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  $88  31  from  assessment  on  Caleb 
Thurston  for  Seventh-street  sewer,  and  to  assess  the 
same  upon  Patrick  Coyne  and  Daniel  Briscoe. 
Passed. 

Order  to  allow  Company  K,  First  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, $72  53  for  repairs  on  their  armory,  in  addition 
to  previous  sum  allowed  for  that  purpose.  Passed— 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  D.  S.  Gilchrist  $750,  for 
work  done  on  Probate  Docket  and  papers.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  next  Legislat- 
ure for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Normal  School 
in  this  city. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  have  looked  into  this  thing 
as  much  as  the  limited  time  would  permit,  and  I  fail 
to  see  sufficient  reasons  for  passing  such  an  order. 
As  I  understand  it  now  the  State  has  four  normal 
schools  ill  successful  operation,  and  a  building  is  in 
process  of  erection  for  another  at  Worcester.  With 
these  enlarged  facilities  there  will  be  sufficient  to 
meet  all  emergencies,  and  in  my  opinion  the  time  for 
such  a  school  in  Boston  has  not  come,  and  there  are 
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weighty  reasons  against  such  a  school  here.  In  the 
fust  place  the  expense  of  conducting  and  attending 
such  a  school  in  a  large  country  town  is  much  less 
than  it  would  be  in  Boston,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  expense  is  a  particular  item  with  those  persons 
who  will  attend  them.  If  such  a  school  building 
is  erected  here  it  can't  be  done  except  at  a 
very  great  expense,  and  there  is  no  need  cf 
our  being  deceived  by  asking  the  State  to  do  this. 
I  anticipate  that  with  our  enlarged  territory  we  are  to 
pay  not  less  than  forty-two  or  forty-three  per  cent  of 
the  State  tax,  and  it  is  a  question  with  me  whether 
we  are  ready  to  go  into  that  expenditure.  There 
seems  to  be  no  emergency,  no  call  for  it.  Boston 
doesn't  lack  teachers.  The  best  in  the  market  a>-e 
offered  if  we  wish  them.  The  School  Committee 
will  tell  you  that  we  don't  lack  applications  for  all  the 
positions  vacant.  Furthermore,  I  never  have  seen 
any  satisfactory  statistics  showing  how  many  grad- 
uates of  these  schools  are  made  available  as  teachers. 
Until  we  can  know  more  of  how  far  the  State  gathers 
in  the  results  of  these  schools,  I  see  no  reason  for 
asking  for  the  erection  of  another  building  here  or  of 
its  being  carried  on  at  a  very  largely  increased  ex- 
pense to  the  taxpayers  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins -As  I  introduced  this  order,  it 
may  be  proper  to  make  a  single  suggestion  in  regard 
to  it.  It  is  true  the  State  has  foiir  normal  schools 
already,  but  I  suppose  it  is  understood  to  be  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  State  to  furnish  as  many  such  in- 
stitutions as  may  be  d€raanded.  Many  of  the  teach- 
ers teach  in  Miissachusetts,  and  many  go  to  other 
parts  of  the  country.  It  is  true  that  the  city  pays 
forty  per  cent,  of  the  tax  for  schools,  and  it  is  also 
true  that  the  city  has  been  conducting  a  normal  school, 
paying  the  entire  expense.  This  school  has  been  de- 
clared illegal,  and  it  has  been  thought  wise,  by 
many  of  its  friends  to  have  such  a  school  established 
by  the  State  in  the  city  of  Boston.  In  fact,  since  the 
order  was  introduced  the  call  has  seemed  to  be  louder 
than  ever  before,  because  we  have  annexed  so  large  a 
territory.  There  are  about  fifty  or  eighty  pupils  in 
the  normal  school  here,  and  I  hive  no  doubt  if  the 
order  shall  pass  and  the  Legislature  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  establish  the  school,  it  will  prove  not  only  an 
honor  tp  the  State  but  will  gather  within  its  walls  a 
still  larger  number  of  pupils.  Certainly  they  will  be 
sure  to  come  here  to  Boston  in  preference  to  other 
places,  and  scholars  can  attend  here  at  a  less  expense 
than  elsewhere,  for  most  of  them  can  board  at  home. 
I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Gaffleld — I  heartily  concur  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  last  spoken.  No  gentleman  of  this 
Board  has  ever  questioned  the  value  of  the  normal 
school  which  has  been  established  in  this  city  for 
many  years,  but  which  has  been  declared  illegal.  To 
show  the  necessity  for  such  a  school,  I  will  state 
from  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools  that  we  have  340  primary  school  teachers,  4,56 
grammar  school  teachers  and  TO  high  school  teachers, 
making  866  in  all,  and  there  are  about  .36,000  pupils 
in  Boston.  As  we  hope  to  have  the  best  schools  in 
the  Commonwealth,  that  we  may  secure  them  we  de- 
sire to  have  a  normal  school  in  our  midst,  as  we 
always  have  had.  We  have  lost  the  capstone  of  our 
educational  system.  We  have  our  primary,  grammar 
and  high  schools,  and  we  want  a  normal  school  to 
complete  the  educational  system  which  we  all  want. 
No  one  will  have  cause  to  regret  putting  forward  this 
petition,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  granted  by  the  Legis- 
lature. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  that 
the  expense  of  cancelling  the  sale  of  the  Old  Mather 
Schoolhouse,  in  Ward  16,  would  be  $2000. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  committee  have  reported 
all  that  they  were  required  to.  If  they  had  been 
permitted,  they  woitld  have  reported  against  can- 
celling the  contract.  I  would  inquire  what  would  be 
the  proper  disposition  of  the  subject. 

The  Chair — The  order  to  sell  remains  in  force. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  committee  have  sold  some 
time  ago. 

The  Chair— If  the  committee  have  done  their  duty 
that  is  all  that  is  required  of  them. 

The  report  was  accepted,  in   concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  introducing  the 
Holly  system,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  water  supply 
and  tire  prevention.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

RBPOKTS   OP   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  assessments  for  sewers  in 
Summer,  Chelsea  and  Warren  streets  and  Shawniut 
avenue,  reported   that  they  were   severally  correct 


and   recommended  the   passage   of  orders  for  their 
collection.    Reports  accepted  alid  orders  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  build  a  drain  with  necessary  cesspools  on 
Walnut  avenue  and  Cobden  street,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  the  surface  drainage  of  said  avenue.  Esti- 
mated cost  $2000. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  lower  their 
tracks  on  Fourth  street  between  M  and  O  streets  to 
conform  to  the  grade  of  the  edgestones  on  said 
street. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Division  street  between  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Foundry  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Oct.  8,  1873,  and  deposit- 
ed in  the  office  of  the  said  City  Surveyoi-. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Old  Colony  &  Newport  Railway 
Company  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  erect  a 
gate  on  Neponset  avenue,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Dor- 
chester &  Milton  Branch  Railroad,  and  to  station  an 
agent  to  open  and  close  said  gate  whenever  an  en- 
gine crosses  said  avenue. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  owners  and 
abutters  on  Division  street,  between  Dorchester  ave- 
nue and  Foundry  street,  to  remove  within  thirty 
days  all  obstructions  in  front  of  their  estates  extend- 
ing over  the  line  of  said  street. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets,  re- 
ported orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Ann  E.  Richardson,  $247  60,  widening  Blue  Hill 
avenue;  Peieg  W.  Chandler,  $13,909,  widening  Wash- 
ington and  Essex  streets;  Patrick  Donahoe,  $22,- 
814  .50,  widening  Hawley  street.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Aldarman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Licen- 
ses, reported  favorably  on  the  following  applications: 
Robert  C.  Caspole,  53  Long  wharf;  Edward  Corri- 
gan,  806  Washington  street;  D.  H.  Rowe,  37  Brom- 
fiold  .street,  for  victualler's  license;  5  bootblacks  and 
17  newsboys;  Abraham  Troedei',  for  pawnbroker's 
license,  1.3!)  Harrison  avenue;  James  Kelley,  Augus- 
tus L.  Cilley  and  James  Brosnahan,  for  wagon  licen- 
ses; B.  F.  Hebard  &  Son  and  11  others,  for  transfer 
of  wagon  licenses;  William  Troy,  a  minor,  for  leave 
to  drive  a  hack.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  of 
Cornelius  Driscoll,  Isaac  S.  Burrell,  John  Roessle, 
John  W.  Dorsey  and  T.  C.  Wait,  and  against  granting 
the  applications  of  Silas  Potter  and  C.  J.  Spencely, 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Curtis  in  behalf  of  the  executors  of  George  W.  Blake, 
reported  the  following  order,  recommending  its  pas- 
sage: 

Ordered,  That  whenever  the  requirements  as  set 
forth  in  an  agreement  given  by  the  city  of  Boston  to 
Blake  and  Rand,  and  dated  April  17, 1871,  for  the  con- 
veyance of  a  lot  of  land  on  Bast  Dedham  street,  has 
been  complied  with,  and  a  deed  is  called  for,  then 
the  eighth  condition  contained  in  the  agreement  is  to 
be  left  out,  and  the  following  inserted  instead:  "No 
building  exceeding  twelve  feet  in  height  shall  be 
erected  or  placed  within  ten  foot  of  the  sixteen-foot 
passageway." 

REPORT   OP   THE   SUPERINTENDENT   OP   PRINMNG. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  annual  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Printing  for  the  vear  ending 
Sept.  1,  1873. 

The  amount  of  bills  certified  to  by  the  Superin- 
tendent during  the  year  was  $4.3,010  .34;  stock  stor- 
age, etc.,  for  the  year  and  three  and  a  half  months 
previous,  $1172  50;  printing  destroyed  by  fire,  paid 
by  order  of  City  Council,  $1,392  52;  total.  $45,512  36. 
The  bills  for  the  month  ending  Ausust  15  comprise 
a  class  list  for  the  Public  Library,  $3225  80;  the  Au- 
ditor's report,  $2242  80:  and  the  School  Report, 
$1868  10.  The  closure  of  these  large  items  leaves  in 
the  printing  office  the  minimum  amount  of  uncom- 
pleted work,  in  midsummer,  therefore  at  the  most  fa- 
voial)le  time  for  completing  an  annual  report. 

The  report  for  the  first  year  stated  the  consump- 
tion of  stock  at  $11,062  32.  The  second  year  shows 
an  increased  consumption  of  $1,12!)  14,  not  including 
the  loss  by  fire  ($12,191  40)— an  increase  correspond- 
ing to  the  increased  amount  of  printing.  Following 
is  a  comparative  summary  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
year: 
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Prmting:,  for  the  last  year,  (including  storage, 
etc.,  and  excluding  loss  by  tire) $43,910  34 

Stock  consumed  the  last  year,  (exclnding  loss 
by  lire) 12,191  46 

Stationery  for  the  last  year 10,73a  56 

To t al $66,834  36 

Aggregate  of  preceding  year,  per  Sec- 
ond lieport $56,983  97 

Subsequent  allowance  for  storage,  etc.       900  00 

57,883  97 

Net  Increase  in  Printing,  Stock  and  Stationery..  $8,950  39 
The  last  repert  by  the  Superintendent  showed  a 
saving  for  the  first  year  of  his  official  term,  amount- 
ing to  over  $20,000,  above  all  cost  of  his  oiiice  and 
salary.  Taking  the  same  basis  of  comparison  for 
the  second  year  of  his  term,  and  averaging  the  in- 
crease in  quantity  proportionally,  a  gain  ensues  in 
the  city's  favor  exceeding  .$23,000— beiag  a  gain  for 
the  two  years  during  which  the  office  has  existed, 
exceeding  $43,000,  the  total  expenditure  for  the  two 
years  being  $124,718  S3.  To  this  expenditure  should 
be  added  the  Superintendent's  salary  of  $2500  per 
year.  His  office,  occupying  but  a  small  portion  of  a 
room  of  common  use  for  other  purposes,  without  in 
any  way  interfering  therewith,  can  haidly  be  consid- 
ered as  even  a  rental  expense. 

The  expenses  for  counting,  printing  and  stationery 
are  as  follows: 

Printing  Station'y 

Superior  Court— Criminal  Session $525  83 

Civil  Session $744  48        1,55107 

Siipreme  Judicial  Court 321  52 

Municipal  Court— Criminal  Session..    1,202  50  217  30 

"         Civil  Session 800  66  197  23 

$2,747  64  $2,812  95 
making  a  total  of  $5560  59,  which  is  not  comprised  in 
the  Auditor's  table  of  printing  and  stationery,  and 
has  no  supervision  by  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing; although  paid  by  the  city  on  county  account. 

By  suggestion  of  the  judges,  the  Committee  on 
Printing  have  taken  this  subject  under  their  advise- 
ment, and  it  is  probable  that  this  part  of  the  county 
expenses  will  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as 
those  portions  now  superintended  by  the  proper  citv 
officials. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  sent  down. 

INVITATION   ACCEPTED. 

Alderman  Stetibins  pres-ented  an  invitation  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of 
Post  7,  for  the  City  Council  to  attend  the  dedication 
of  a  m»nument  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  invitation 
was  accepted,  and  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

THE   STATE    ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  notify 
the  legal  voters  of  this  city  that  the  new  voting  lists 
of  the  several  wards  are  now  completed,  and  that 
copies  thereof  will  be  uosted  upon  the  several  ward 
rooms,  and  that  all  legal  voters  be  requested  to  see 
if  their  names  are  properly  registered  thereon,  and 
that  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  open  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  said  lists  of  voters  every 
day  until  the  third  day  of  November  next  inclusive, 
from  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  to  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  indi- 
cate upon  the  lists  of  voters  any  names  found  therron 
of  persons  who  shall  not  have  paid  before  November 
i  a  tax  assessed  upon  them  within  two  years,  pursu- 
ant to  law;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Registra- 
tion of  Voters. 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  meetings  of 
the  legal  voters  of  this  city,  in  their  respective  wards, 
on  Tuesday,  the  fourth  day  of  November  next,  at  8 
o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots 
for  a  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  Receiver-General,  Auditor  and  Attor- 
ney-General of  the  Commonwealth;  also  for  Council- 
lors for  Council  Districts  two,  three  and  four;  six 
Senators  for  ^Suffolk  District,  and  two  Senators  for 
the  first  and  second  Norfolk  Districts;  thirty-three 
Representatives  for  Suffolk  County,  and  six  for  Nor- 
folk County;  also  for  a  Register  of  Deeds,  for  a  Reg- 
ister of  Probate  and  Insolvency  for  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty; also  to  notify  the  voters  of  those  wards  of  this 
city  comprising  the  Third  Congressional  District,  to 
bring  in  their  votes  for  a  member  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, in  place  of  William  Whiting,  deceased.  All 
the  foregoing  to  be  voted  foi  on  one  ballot.  The 
polls  to  be  kept  open  until  4i4  o'clock  P.  M. 

ANNEXATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
■  to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its    next  session,   to 
change  the  boundary  line  between  Newton  and  Bos- 


ton, so  as  to  include  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  Us  nest  session,  to 
annex  to  the  city  of  Boston  as  much  of  the  town  of 
Brookline  as  lies  north  of  the  southerly  line  of 
Brighton  avenue,  in  order  to  form  a  connection  be- 
tween Brighton  and  the  old  portion  of  the  city. 

Severally  read  once. 

THE   FIRE   COMMISSION. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  reports  and  ordinances 
on  that  subject,  with  instructions  to  report  the  ma- 
jority ordinance  in  a  new  draught  and  legal  form,  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Solicitor,  reported  that,  having 
waited  upon  the  City  Solicitor,  and  requested  that 
officer's  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  City  Council 
to  delegate  to  a  commission  the  power  to  fix  the 
numbers  of  the  Fire  Department,  thfe  Solicitor 
replied  that,  although  under  one  construction  of  the 
statute  such  power  would  seem  to  exist,  yet  that  it  was 
in  his  opinion  safest  to  assume  that  it  did  not.  On 
examination  of  the  ordinance  he  found  no  other 
legal  objections  thereto.  Under  the  instructions  re- 
ceived, the  committee  do  not  feel  authorized  to 
change  the  ordinance  any  further  than  is  necessary 
to  remove  the  legal  objections  thereto,  and,  there- 
fore, report  the  same  with  the  necessary  alteration 
in  the  first  section.  They  would,  however,  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  amendmmts: 

To  insert  after  the  words  chief-engineer,  in  the 
first  section,  the  words  "a  superintendent  of  Fire 
Alarms." 

To  fill  the  blank  before  the  words  "assistant-en- 
gineers," with  the  number. 

'J'o  fill  the  blank  before  the  word  "men"  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section,  with  the  number. 

To  insert  after  section  nine  a  new  section  anew 
section  as  follows,  and  to  make  the  last  section 
eleven. 

"Section  10.  There  shall  be  appointedtannually  in 
the  month  of  January  a  joint  committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Fire  Depaitment,  consisting  of  two 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  committee  to  examine  as  often  as  once  in  each 
month  the  records  and  acc(uints  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Fire  Department,  and  also  to 
examine  all  applications  for  appropriations  for  said 
department,  and  report  thereon  to  the  City  Council." 

To  add  to  the  last  section  of  the  ordinance  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"All  officers  and  members  of  the  department  at  the 
time  of  such  repeal  shall  hold  their  several  offices 
until  their  successors  are  appointed." 

[Accompanying  the  report  was  a  printed  copy  of 
the  ordinance  with  the  proposed  amendments  in 
italics.] 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  had  two  other  amend- 
ments to  offer,  which  did  not  come  from  the  commit- 
tee, but  which  commended  themselves  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  ordinance  provided  that  the  number  of  men  in 
the  department  "shall"  be  550. 

Alderman  Quincy  replied  that  it  was  providing  a 
maximum,  and  the  commissioners  could  appoint  that 
number  if  they  chose. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  who  desired 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  de- 
partment at  present,  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble for  half  an  hour,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  its 
con>ideration  was  resumed  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Quincy. 

The  Board  voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  tne  or- 
dinance was  taken  up  section  by  section. 

The  first  section  was  read. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  present  number  of  men 
in  the  department  is  ,521.  and  there  are  ten  telegraph 
operators.  There  will  have  to  be  twelve  more  em- 
ployed for  a  new  company,  which  will  make  the 
whole  number  543. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  propose  to  delay  the 
Board  any  length  of  time,  as  I  suppose  the  public 
and  the  Board  think  we  have  already  had  too  much 
discussion  of  this  subject.  StiJl,  I  cannot  allow  this 
ordinance  appointine  a  commission  to  pass  without 
saying  a  few  words  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already 
said.  I  have  already  stated  my  views  pretty  clearly, 
and  I  think  the  gentlemen  who  comprise  this  Board 
will  at  least  concede  that  I  am  honest  and  my  inten- 
tions are  good  in  the  stand  I  have  taken  here 
in  relation  to  every  subject  that  has  come  before  us. 
Ihave  opposed  this  commission  from  the  beginning 
because  I  did  not  think  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  of  Boston  to  inaugurate  such  a  system.    I  be- 
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lieve  iliiit  it  is  a  bad  system;  that  it  has  proved  bad 
in  every  ciiy  where  it  has  been  inaugurated;  that  its 
results  have  been  corrupting  in  every  place  where  it 
has  been  adopted.  I  have  on  former  occasions  stood 
up  here  in  opposition  to  what  seemed  to  be  public 
pressure,  and  I  did  not  have  to  live  a  great  while  to 
receive  public  indorsement  of  the  stand  I  took.  I 
trust  that  I  may  not  have  to  live  long  to  find  that  I 
have  been  mistaken  and  that  the  adoption  of  a  com- 
mission may  prove  all  that  its  best  friends  hope  it 
will.  Yet,  however  great  the  temptation  to  be  popu- 
lar and  to  vote  on  the  side  that  seems  popular,  the 
(•ncrifice  would  be  so  very  great  to  me  that  I  don't 
think  I  could  be  repaid  in  this  world,  and  I  certainly 
would  stand  a  poor  chance  of  being  repaid  in  the 
next.  I  cannot  vote  for  it,  and  I  wish  I  coula  prevail 
on  members  of  this  Board  to  go  with  me  to  defeat  the 
adoption  of  a  commission,  because  I  sincerely  believe 
that  Boston  will  be  better  off  without  one.  It  does 
not  follow  that  the  system  of  government  which  is 
absohUely  necessary  in  New  York  is  suitable  for 
Boston  Therefore  I  hope  the  adoption  of  this  first 
clause  will  not  be  indorsed  by  tbis  Board. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  section  one  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Power  culled  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
the  section  was  adopted — yeas  8,  nays  4 — as    follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Gailield, 
Gibson,  tlulbert,  Quiucy,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Power,  Sayward 
—4. 

Section  two  was  read  by  the  Chairman. 

Alderman  Hu'bert  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "May"  the  words  "the  peri^ons  so  ap- 
pointed shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties  of  their 
ofKce,  and  shall  not  actively  engage  in  any  other 
business." 

Alderman  Quincy— I  wish  the  Alderman  would 
define  what  he  supposes  will  be  covered  by  the 
words  "actively  engage  in  any  other  business."  If 
he  means  that  the  commissioners  shall  make 
this  tne  business  of  their  lives  I  will  go  for  the 
amendment.  Bu  if  he  means  that  a  man  shall  nor 
be  an  executor  or  trustee,  by  which  he  might  make 
some  money.  I  think  it  would  be  too  much  to  ask.  I 
presume  it  is  intended  that  the  duties  of  the  com- 
mi>si()ners  shall  be  pai'aniount. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  mean  more  than  that.  I 
want  men  who  are  going  to  attend  to  the  duty;  I 
mean  that  this  shall  be  a  man's  business  just  as  much 
as  it  IS  the  business  of  other  persons  in  other  branches 
of  the  C  ty  Government,  such  as  the  Auditor  or 
Treasurer.  If  a  man  has  property,  this  does  n't  pre- 
vent him  from  attending  to  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  amendment  will  pass. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  a  commission  let  us  have  a 
good  one;  but  I  don't  see  how  you  can  have  it  if  the 
commissioners  are  allowed  to  cai  ry  on  any  other  busi- 
ness. I  thought  this  of  the  greatest  importance 
when  the  Board  of  Health  was  established.  I  think 
the  great  benefits  which  were  expected  from  the 
Board  of  Health  have  certainly  been  defeated  by  the 
changing  of  this  clause.  If  the  Board  of  Health  has 
not  met  the  best  expectatio.'is  of  everybody,  I  think 
to  that  alone  can  be  traced  the  cause.  1  hope,  in  this 
case,  there  will  be  no  such  loopholes  left,  and  the 
commissioners  will  be  inquired  to  give  their  whole 
time  to  the  business.  As  the  gentleman  has  said, 
the  proper  definition  of  that  would  be  to  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  city,  as  the  Auditor,  Tieasurer  or 
Superintendent  of  Streets  do. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  and  the  section,  as 
amended,  was  adopted. 

Section  three  was  read  and  adopted. 

Section  four  was  read. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  to  amend  by  Inserting 
after  the  word  "apparatus,"  in  the  tenth  line,  the 
words  "to  establish  a  fire  patrol  by  detail  from  the 
department  which  shall  render  service  in  connection 
with  the  police  and  the  Department  for  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings." 

Alderman  Stebbins--I  like  the  amendment,  but 
would  prefer  to  have  the  detail  from  the  peruianent 
force  of  the  department.  There  might  be  a  clashing 
of  interest  if  such  detail  were  made  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  department  not  permanently  employed. 
I  move  to  amend  by  making  it  the  "permanent  men" 
of  the  department.  I  wish  to  give  the  permanent 
men  something  to  do;  otherwise  they  will  be  wander- 
ing about  the  streets  or  sitting  in  the  engine  houses 
all  day. 

Alderman  Gattield  asked  if  the  gentleman  noticed 
that  it  means  that  the  detail  is  to  be  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  department. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  want  it  to  read  definitely 
"from  the  permanent  men  in  the  department."  It  is 
well  known  that  in  the  last  three  weeks  we  have  or- 
ganized three  companies  and  these  men  have  noth- 
ing to  do  but  assist  in  putting  out  fires. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  idea  of  the  committee  was 


not  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  by  stating 
from  whom  the  patrol  should  be  made.  If  they  see 
fit  to  detail  from  the  permanent  men,  they  may. 
We  mean  simply  to  say  "detail  from  the  depart- 
ment" so  that  they  shall  not  have  to  go  outside  for 
another  force,  and  we  mean  to  leave  their  hands  free. 
Alderman  Stebbins — The  Alderman  forgets  that  the 
men  who  are  not  permanently  employed  are  only 
paid  so  much  per  year  to  run  "to  fires.  It  looks  too 
much  as  if  it  were  to  establish  an  independent  patrol 
force.  I  can  easily  see  where  there  would  be  a  clash- 
ing of  interests. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  fail  to  see  how  the  words  can 
be  twisted  in  that  way. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  hope  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. Men  sitting  about  engine  houses  all  day  will  not 
attend  to  fires  as  well  as  if  they  have  something  to  do. 
Keep  their  bones  and  muscles  at  work  and  you  will 
have  men  fit  for  service.  In  my  opinion  that  is  the 
cause  of  so  many  horses  breaking  down.  Men  want 
'  something  to  do,  to  work  ten  hours  a  day  to  keep 
their  muscles  right.  I  had  rather  have  fifty  men 
working  ten  hours  a  day  than  a  hundred  men  doing 
nothing— they  will  work  better  when  called  on.  We 
can't  expect  to  sot  any  but  permanent  men  for  this 
patrol  without  an  additional  expenditure. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  not  very  particular  about 
this.  No  doubt  it  is  what  the  commissioners  will  do. 
They  would  no  doubt  use  the  permanent  men  first,  but 
if  I  here  is  occasion  to  use  more  I  don't  want  to  tie 
their  hands  so  that  they  shall  not  use  any  other  men 
of  the  department. 

Alderman  Gibson— We  don't  propose  to  tic  their 
hands.  We  have  tied  their  hands  in  certain  things; 
why  not  have  it  left  just  as  fair  as  we  have  in  other 
things. 

Aldermen— I  think  the  amendment  a  proper  one. 
It  settles  the  question  in  regard  to  what  is  expected 
by  the  city  of  permanent  men.     I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Alderman  Clark — If  we  are  going  to  have  commis- 
sioners that  we  can  trust,  we  may  as  well  leave  this 
in  their  hands  as  to  tie  them  up.  They  have  the 
privilege  of  employing  the  men,  and  it  is  in  their 
power  to  make  this  entire  five  hundred  and  fifty  men 
permanent  if  they  so  desire,  and  then  they  can  have 
that  number  on  patrol  if  they  wish.  Now,  I  under- 
stand that  we  intend  to  have  forty  or  Sfty  permanent 
men  in  the  city  proper.  It  niay  be  necessary,  as  it 
was  in  November,  to  have  a  certain  number  perman- 
ently employed.  I  believe  in  Alderman  Hulbert's 
amendment,  but  not  in  so  tying  the  commissioners' 
bands  more  than  any  member  of  this  Board  would 
wish  if  he  should  become  a  member  of  the  commis- 
sion. The  commissioners  have  it  in  their  power  to 
make  the  entire  department  permanent,  if  they  see 
fit. 

Alderman  Stebbins —They  are  limited  to  the  amount 
appropriated  for  the  current  year.  They  could  n't 
make  all  permanent  men  without  making  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  number  of  permanent  men  already  ap- 
pointed will  exhaust  the  present  appropriation. 

Alderman  Clark- 1  admit  all  that.  Sti'l  it  does  n't 
prevent  them  from  making  the  men  permanent;  but 
it  rests  with  the  City  Government  to  make  the  appro- 
priation. It  is  left  to  the  commission  to  make  a 
greater  or  less  number  as  is  required. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  is  desirable  to  have  as  few 
permanent  men  as  possible,  but  it  is  necessary  to 
have  the  patrol. 

Alderman  Clark— If  the  commissioaers  did  n't  first 
use  th'^se  perman'^nt  men  for  the  patrol  I  should  con- 
sider they  were  not  doing  their  duty,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  dismiss  them  summarily. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  would  like  to  know  how  much 
of  the  city  it  is  desired  to  patrol,  and  how  long  it  is 
intended  to  k^ep  them  out. 

Alderman  GafKeld — I  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  will  yield  the  point  and  let  us  pass  the 
amendment  in  the  shape  requested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8.  Everything  has  gone  on  so  har- 
mcmiously  so  far. 

Aldeinian  Quincy — I  would  like  the  sense  of  the 
Board  upon  it,  and  will  be  just  as  harmonious  if  it  is 
decided  against  me. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  suppose  it  would  be  an  object 
■  to  exercise  the  men,  who  ought  not  to  be  kept  shut 
up  in  the  house.  They  should  be  made  useful  about 
buildings  in  which  they  are  to  work  during  fires.  It 
is  necessary  for  them  to  have  exercise  every  day. 
Now,  to  what  extent  is  it  intended  to  patrol  the  city? 
If  it  is  going  to  be  done  throughout'fhe  whole  city, 
we  have  got  to  employ  the  department  during  the 
whole  year,  and  the  people  in  their  turn  will  have  to 
pay  the  bill. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  regular  detail  would  do 
duty  in  the  same  way  as  the  police.  The 
men  now  emiiloyed  arc  in  the  burnt  district 
and  have   already  done   efficient   service.    It   don't 


BOARD       OF       AX^DEPlMElSr 


seem  necessary  to  have  them  in  any  but  the 
business  portion  of  the  city.  I  called  upon  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  and  asked  his  advice  on  the 
subject,  and  he  stated  that  such  a  patrol  from  the 
Fire  Department  could  be  made  very  efficient;  he 
could  then  do  with  less  men  than  now.  It  is  well 
known  that  most  of  the  men  employed  in  the  other 
companies  are  mechanics  and  well  informed  on  such 
subjects. 

Alderman  Stebbins's  amendment  was  carried,  and 
the  amendment  of  Alderman  Quincy,  as  thus  amend- 
ed, was  adopted. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  presume  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  committee  to  have  the  ordinance  as  perfect  as  pos- 
sible, and  I  think  there  should  be  an  amendment  to 
section  four,  where  il  describes  the  duties  of  the  com- 
missioners in  regard  to  purchasing  apparatus  and 
supplies.  A  great  many  horses  will  have  to  be  bought, 
and  there  is  no  provision  for  buying  them.  I  move  to 
amend  by  inserting  after  the  word  carriages,  the 
word  "'horses." 

Alderman  Stebbins  suggested  that  it  should  be  put 
in  after  the  word  purchase. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  the  horsps  be  put 
before  the  carriages,  as  that  is  usually  the  proper 
place  for  them. 

Alderman  Sayward  had  no  objection  to  the  plice, 
onlj  he  wanted  to  get  the  horses  in,  for  it  appeared 
to  him  that  in  this  matter  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment have  been  shaving  the  city  more  than  In 
anythius  else. 

Alderman  Sayward  withdrew  his  first  motion  and 
moved  that  the  word  "horses"  be  inserted  after  the 
word  "purchase"  which  was  carried,  and  the  section 
(4)  was  adopted. 

Sections  5,  G,  7,  8,  9  and  10,  were  adopted  without 
debate  or  amendment. 

Section  11  being  under  consideration.  Alderman 
Stebbins  noticed  that  it  repealed  all  the  other  ordi- 
nances in  force  and  the  rules  for  governing  the  depart- 
ment. Of  course  it  would  be  some  time  before  the 
commissioners  get  into  working  order,  and  I  move 
an  amendment  to  the  section,  "and  until  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  shall  be  sub- 
ject by  the  same  rules  and  regulations  now  in 
force  governing  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  " 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  to  amend  still  further  by 
acidingat  the  end  of  Alderman  Stebbins's  amend- 
ment, "and  the  present  Joint  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  the  Fire  Department  shall  per- 
form the  duties  named  in  section  10  during  the  re- 
remainder  of  this  municipal  year. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  section  was  still  further  amended,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Stebbins,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"officers."  "at  the  salaries  established  by  the  City 
Council." 

Section  11  was  then  adopted  as  amended  and  the 
ordinance  as  amended  was  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stehbins — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  establishing  the  salaries 
of  the  permanent  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
recently  appointed;  and  also  an  order  establishing 
the  salaries  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  it  was  voted  that 
the  ordinance  which  had  just  passed  he  printed  as 
amended  before  being  sent  to  the  other  branch. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
city  treasurer,  for  extra  clerk  hire  on  account  of  the 
collection  of  taxes  for  the  present  year,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $3000;  said  item  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Salaries. 

KEVISION  OP  THE  CITY  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  report,  with 
order  far  appointment  of  a  commission  of  five  suit- 
able persons  to  report  upon  a  revision  of  a  city  char- 
ter (City  Doc.  No.  115)  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  propose  merely  to  very  briefly 
notice  a  few  of  the  changes  to  which  attention  is 
called  in  the  report.  If  this  order  contemplated  an 
abandonment  of  our  own  private  judgment  in  any 
shape  or  manner  no  one  would  be  more  against  it 
than  I.  But  the  recommendations  of  the  commis- 
sioners are  to  be  laid  before  us  to  take  just  such  ac- 
tion upon  as  we  like.  We  can  take  as  much  as  we 
like  or  hone  at  all.  Alderman  Quincy  read  from  the 
report  of  a  previous  committee  on  this  subject  the 
recommendation  for  longer  terms  for  city  officers,  and 
continued,  "This  is  the  third  or  fourth  committee 
who  have  strongly  recommended  this  thing,  but  for 
some  reason  it  has  always  failed.    Another  subject  is 


a  metropolitan  board  of  works.  The  gentlemen 
who  signed  the  minority  must  have  forgot- 
ten that  the  Mayor  recommended  such  a  board 
as  this.  The  Mayor  also  thinks  that  the  incumbent 
of  that  office  should  be  relieved  from  making  the  po- 
lice appointments.  I  can  easily  understand  that.  At 
the  close  of  the  late  war  I  was  appointed  military 
mayor  of  New  Orleans,  and  had  to  do  something  to 
check  the  crowds  who  sought  appointments  on  the 
police.  But  the  regulations  then  adopted  could  hard- 
ly be  done  under  the  peaceable  administration  of 
.  City  Hall.  Alderman  Qnincy  read  from  the  majority 
report  the  recommendations  relative  to  seperating 
the  duties  of  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men. I  might  have  added,  he  continued,  following 
out  the  analogy,  by  extending  the  appointing  power 
of  the  Mayor  to  some  officers  who  are  now  elected. 
I  agree  with  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
some  of  the  elections  are  conducted.  If  there  are 
half  a  dozen  men  after  a  place,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
see  who  is  the  best  man  for  the  position.  But  if  I 
am  one  of  seventy-six,  and  an  election  is  sprung  up- 
on me  in  a  hurry,  I  take  the  word  of  the  next  man  to 
me,  who  says  his  brother  went  to  school  with  the 
candidate.  But  the  Mayor  must  take  the  responsi- 
bility. The  public  know  who  appoints  worthless 
men,  but  not  who  votes  for  them.  I  say  of  this  mat- 
ter that  I  fail  to  see  any  argument  against  it. 

[Alderman  Gibson  in  the  chair.] 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  a  seat  in  the  Committee 
on  OrdiLances.  The  gentleman  signs  his  report  "For 
the  Committee,"  but  not  for  the  majority  ol  the  com- 
mittee. I  have  never  had  this  matter  committed  to 
me,  and  I  think  it  is  due  to  this  committee  that  it  be 
recommitted.  I  don't  think  we  should  adopt  a  report 
(if  a  committee  without  its  having  been  adopted  by 
the  committee.  We  did  n't  see  any  argument  for 
changing  the  city  charter.  If  we  appoint  the  com- 
mission we  have  got  to  pay  them.  As  we  enlarge  the 
city  we  shall  of  course  have  to  amend  the  ordi- 
nances, but  I  don't  believe  in  wiping  out  the 
charter  prepared  by  Judge  Shaw,  and  I  don't 
see  any  reason  for  appointing  a  commission  to 
change  the  ordinances,  because  there  is  no  reason 
why  there  should  be  a  change  at  this  particular  time. 
The  only  reason  I  have  heard  was  that  the  Committee 
on  Paving  should  be  a  joint  committee.  Now  I  don't 
believe  we  can  carry  eight  men  around  every  day  to 
look  after  our  duties.  Such  a  committee  would  be 
cumbersome,  useless  and  paralyzed.  It  is  due  to  the 
members  of  this  committee  that  this  subject  should 
be  recommitted  to  them,  and  they  should  have  a 
chance  to  read  the  report  and  understand  it  before  it 
is  produced  here. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  has  been  twice  recom- 
mitted, the  last  time  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  a 
member  to  prepare  a  minority  report.  It  was  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  no  action  should  be  taken  to 
change  the  majority  report.  A  member  of  the  minor- 
ity suggested  that  the  only  thing  he  wished  was  to 
prepare  a  minority  report.  The  meeting  was  called, 
and  the  gentleman  was  there  with  his  report,  but  did 
not  read  it.  The  chairman  said  he  would  prepare  the 
views  of  the  majority.  It  has  been  discussed  over 
and  over  again  before  the  committee,  and  no  possi- 
ble good  can  come  of  its  being  recommitted.  It  is  a 
subject  which  calls  for  immediate  action. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  members  were  desirous  of 
having  the  report  read  to  them.  If  the  majority  of 
the  committee  think  the  same  as  the  report,  they 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  sign  it.  It  is  due  to 
them  that  it  be  recommitted.  We  made  a  report  as 
a  minority.  I  move  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  shall  vote  for  that  after  the 
statement  made,  out  of  courtesy  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  fail  to  see  how  courtesy  comes 
in.  The  matter  was  recommitted  to  allow  the  mi- 
nority to  make  a  report.  The  chairman  stated  that 
he  would  put  in  a  majority  report,  as  there  was  to  be 
a  minority  report,  it  retjuested  to  present  it  before 
the  committee  he  would  have  done  so.  He  consid- 
ered himself  authorized  by  the  majority  to  put  their 
views  in  the  best  shape  he  could. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  if  the  members  of  the 
committee  ever  saw  the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  did  not  see  it,  but  concurred 
with  the  committee  and  would  have  signed  it  had  I 
seen  it. 

Alderman  Sayward  incjuired  if  it  wasn't  custom- 
ary to  sign  as  the  majority  or  the  minority. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  nothing  more  than  just  to 
the  committee  to  have  this  recommitted.  The  ma- 
jority report  has  been  put  in  here  signed  by  the  chair- 
man "for  the  committee."  Now  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  other  members  of  the  committee  of  this 
Board  were  aware  of  the  purport  of  that  report.  I 
am  in  favor  of  a  commission  to  revise  the  city  char- 
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ter.  I  think  we  have  outgrown  the  old  one;  very 
many  things  need  changing  and  I  shall  vote  for  a 
commission  to  see  if  there  is  any  necessity  for  revis- 
ing or  altering  the  pi  esent  charter.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  when  the  present  city  charter  was  made  it  was 
the  best  that  could  be  made  for  the  city  as  it  then 
was.  But  were  Judge  Shaw  alive  at  the  present  time 
I  doubt  very  much  if  he  would  write  a  charter  for  the 
city  as  it  stands  today. 

The  additions  which  have  taken  place  are  good 
reasons  why  it  should  be  revised.  The  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, the  Council  and  the  School  Committee  must 
remain  as  they  now  are  until  the  charter  is  changed. 
It  is  for  the  commission  to  look  over  the  charter  and 
see  what  improvements  can  be  made  for  the  city  as  it 
now  exists.  Therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the  commis- 
sion, but  as  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the  entire  com- 
mittee we  should  recommit  this  report  tbat  they 
may  report  in  a  new  draught. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  had  supposed  that  the  vote  of 
the  committee  was  the  vote  of  the  committee;  and 
if  the  majority  vote  to  request  its  chairman  to  pre- 
sent their  views  he  can  do  so.  There  is  only  one  re- 
port. The  minority  put  in  their  report,  and  it  might 
have  changed  the  minds  of  the  majority  if  it  had  been 
read  to  them. 

The  Board  voted  to  recommit  the  report. 

[Alderman  Cutter  again  in  the  chair.] 

CONGRESS   SQUARE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  Ttiat  ttie  street  leading  from  Congress 
street  to  Kilby  street,  now  known  as  Lindall  street, 
be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  Exch.ange  place, 
and  that  the  street  leading  from  Devonshire  street  to 
Congress  street,  now  known  as  Exchange  place,  be 
hereafter  considered  a  part  of  Congress  square. 

OBSCENE  PUBLICATIONS   AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  have  two  orders  to  offer,  the 
object  of  which  will  commend  itself  to  every  good  cit- 
izen and  memoer  of  this  Board.  It  is  probably  some- 
thing that  has  occurred  to  all  of  us  as  citizens.'  I 
refer  first  to  the  class  of  newspapers  that  are  for  sale 
at  the  railway  stations  and  on  the  streets,  so  that 
children  cannot  pass  without  seeing  them..  They  are 
exposed  for  sale  on  almost  every  street.  One  of  the 
orders  refers  to  the  matter  of  theatrical  exhibi- 
tions in  this  city,  which  are,  in  the  estimation  of 


every  decent  man,  of  a  nature  wholly  impure, 
indecent  and  directly  calculated  to  hurt  public 
morals.  In  reference  to  the  matter  of  objectionable 
newspapers  and  prints,  there  is  a  statute  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  in  its  adaptation  to  the  city,  I  thought,  per- 
haps, there  might  be  some  additional  legislation 
needed.  I  refer  to  this  because  I  think  it  is  a  proper 
subject  to  come  up  here.  We  spend  time  here  upon 
matters  referring  to  the  preservation  of  the  public 
health.  This  has  reference  to  the  preservation  of 
public  morals.  Having  had  experience  during  the 
past  year  with  public  men,  I  know  there  is  no  greater 
cause  for  alarm  in  the  city  than  this.  This  vice  com- 
mences to  rot  a  man  in  the  centre,  and  when  it 
appears  on  the  surface  he  falls  In.  I  feel  it  is  a  per- 
fectly proper  subject  to  bring  up  here,  and  I,  there- 
fore, ofEer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  requested  to  consider  and  report  what  addi- 
tional legislation,  if  any,  is  needed  to  efEectually  pro- 
hibit in  this  city  the  sale  or  distribution  of  newspa- 
pers, prints,  pictures  or  other  things  manifestly 
tending  to  the  corruption  of  the  morals  of  youth. 

Alderman  Hulbert — In  reference  to  theatrical  mat- 
ters I  mean  to  say  that  this  board  is  directly  respon- 
sible. We  hold  the  responsibility  if  we  license  ex- 
hibitions which  are  vile  and  corrupting  to  youth,  and 
I  for  one  don't  propose  to  take  that  responsibility. 
I  therefore  offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Licenses  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  all 
licenses  issued  by  this  board  for  theatrical  perform- 
ances, or  other  performances  or  exhibitions  of  a  like 
character,  a  condition  that  no  performance  or  exhibi- 
tion which  is  manifestly  impure  and  dirSctly  tending 
to  the  corruption  of  the  public  morals,  shall  be  per- 
mitted. 

Alderman  Hulburt— It  is  known  to  you,  gentlemen, 
that  in  our  own  city  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years  there  have  been  exhibitions  that  the  public 
sense  would  be  shocked  at.  It  is  one  of  those  things 
that  this  Board  should  decide  so  that  it  shall  not 
again  be  repeated. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy  gave  notice  that  he  intended  at 
the  next  meeting  to  bring  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    16,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  'half-past  seven  o'clock, 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALBERMEN. 

Third  report  of  superintendent  of  printing.  (City 
Doc.  No.  114.)    Filed. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Invitation  of  Post  7,  G,  A.  R.,  to  attend  dedication 
of  monument  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.    Accepted. 

Petitions  and  remonstrances  referred. 

Recommitment  of  report  of  Committee  on  Re- 
vision of  City  Charter  (City  Doc.  No.  115),  to  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

Report  and  order  to  omit  the  eighth  condition  in 
an  agreement  to  convey  to  Blake  &  Rand  certain 
land  on  East  Dedham  street,  on  terms  named  in  said 
order.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to 
consider  what  additional  legislation  should  be  had  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  immoral  prints.     Passed. 

The  following  orders  were  read  once: 

Order  to  allow  not  exceeding  $:3000  for  extra  clerk 
hire  in  treasurer's  office. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  next  Legislature  for 
establishment  of  a  State  normal  school  in  this  city. 

Order  to  allow  expenditure  of  $75  for  repairs  for 
armorv  of  Company  K,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  appropriated  for  1872. 

THE   FIRE   COMMISSION. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Reorganization 
of  the  Fire  Department  was  accepted  and  the  amend- 
ed ordinance  to  establish  a  fire  departmeni  (City  Doc, 
No.  119)  was  read  by  the  President  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dean  of  Ward  12. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  ordinance  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— This  matter  has  been 
before  us  a  considerable  time,  and  as  I  suppose  every 
gentleman's  opinion  is  fixed,  a  discussion  would 
change  no  one.  The  ordinance  has  been  before  the 
City  Solicitor  and  approved  by  him.  I  hope  the  mat- 
ter will  be  settled  tonight,  and  I  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  aud  the  ordi- 
nance was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
that  the  ordinance  may  take  its  several  readings  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
of  any  more  curious  motion  than  that  made  by  my 
esteemed  friend,  a  member  of  this  committee.  We 
have  before  us  a  matter  of  immense  importance, 
dan  after  very  lengthy  and  elaborate  discus- 
sion, this  Council  has  passed  upon  adversely  to 
the  ordinance  before  us.  And  although  the  Council, 
after  very  careful  and  mature  deliberation,  and  after 
lengthy  discussion,  has  passed  upon  this  matter  ad- 
versely, one  member  gets  up  here,  makes  a  little 
speech  and  moves  the  previous  question  before  any- 
body can  say  a  word  about  it,  and  then  another 
moves  the  suspension  of  the  rules  whereby  it  can 
take  all  its  readings  at  this  time,  just  as  though  it 
were  a  matter  of  no  earthly  concern  to  us,  to  be 
passed  over  as  a  mere  bagatelle.  We  are  therefore 
asked  to  pass  upon  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  city. 

We  are  asked  to  change  the  entire  system  of  our 
City  Government;  to  whiffle  araund  and  change  our 
minds;  to  swallow  our  convictions;  vote  for  what 
we  don't  believe,  and  ao  what  ought  to  make  a  laugh- 
ing stock  of  us.  Now,  I  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that 
when  this  Council,  after  mature  deliberation  and 
careful  discussion,  passed  upon  this  matter,  thev 
passed  upon  it  according  to  their  convictions.  I  sup- 
pose that  a  majority  at  that  time,  if  a  majority  ever 
did,  passed  upon  it  according  to  their  convictions. 
For,  sir,  every  influence  that  could  be  brought  to 
bear  in  the  other  direction  had  been  used.  Every 
person  of  weak  knees  and  white  liver  had  succumbed. 
I  don't  allude  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  voted  with 
the  minority  at  that  time,  because  I  know  that  some 
from  the  start  had  their  convictions  fixed.  But  I  do 
know,  Mr.  President,  that  if  ever  there  was  an  in- 
stance in  which  an  organized  body  of  men,  self  con- 
stituted, stood  forth  and  undertook  by  the  whip  and 
spur  to  drive  another  body  of  men  who  had  jurisdic- 


tion over  a  matter  they  were  discussing,  and  the 
only  body  that  had  jurisdiction  over  it,  that  was  the 
case  with  regard  to  this  question. 

I  gay  an  organized  body  of  men,  Mr.  President, 
because  I  find  it  frankly  stated  in  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser. In  an  issue  some  time  since  it  is  stated 
that  "for  nearly  four  months  an  organized  etfort  has 
been  made  to  change  the  management  of  the  Fire 
Departmeni.  In  this  work  are  enlisted  the  leading 
merchants,  the  largest  taxpayers,  and  many  of  our 
most  respected  citizens."  An  organized  body  of 
men !  An  organized  effort  made  for  the  purpose  of 
accomplishing  this  great  change.  At  one  time  came 
out  an  article  as  if  it  were  written  by  somebody  who 
held  the  whip  over  the  heads  of  the  members  of  this 
board,  headed,  "No  dodging."  No  dodging.  Here 
is  the  whip;  no  dodging.  And  when  finally  a  com- 
promise was  offered,  the  whip  comes  again — "No 
compromise!"  That  is  the  language;  that  is  the 
leading  item  of  the  article.  When  it  is  before  this 
body  every  Thursday,  out  comes  an  article;  and  when 
it  is  before  the-  Board  of  Aldermen  every  Monday, 
out  comes  an  article  reminding  them  that  they  must 
mind  their  business  and  take  care  of  themselves. 

And  the  threat  is  held  out  that  if  they  don't  act  ac- 
cording to  the  behests  of  the  writer  they  wont  have 
the  chance  of  appearing  in  these  halls  any  more. 
Now,  that  is  a  fact,  Mr.  President.  An  organized 
body  of  men  start  out  and  pay  two  cents  apiece  for 
petitioners — that  is  the  price— two  cents  apiece  for 
petitioners,  and  then  the  members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, after  they  have  got  petitioners  at  two  cents 
each,  say,  "We  have  got  a  great  quantity  of  petition- 
ers; the  people  are  all  in  one  direction";  mind,  "No 
dodging"  "No  compromise."  "An  organized  ef- 
fort to  accomplish  this  purpose";  be  very  careful. 
Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  I  for  one,  at  any  and  all 
times  and  on  any  and  all  questions,  should  be  pleased 
te  hear  any  argument  in  favor  of  any  proposition, 
and  if  I  could  see  any  new  light,  if  I  could  see  the 
proposition  differently  from  what  I  had  seen  it  be- 
fore, I  should  be  proud  to  retract  any  previous  words 
or  convictions,  and  acknowledge  that  I  had  seen  new 
light. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  President,  I  should  feel 
ashamed  of  myself,  sent  here  under  oath  to  pass 
upon  every  question  according  to  my  own  best  judg- 
ment, i,  without  argument  and  without  reason,  I 
should  yield  to  the  whip  and  spur.  If  I  should  be 
told  that  I  could  not  come  here  again,  severe,  terri- 
bly severe  as  the  penalty  would  be,  I  still  should  be 
strongly  inclined  to  follow  out  my  own  opinion,  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  my  own  conscience,  and 
feel  that  no  writer  of  any  newspaper  should  compel 
met  to  act  according  to  his  wish  in  a  matter  of  this 
importance.  Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  to  come  to 
the  question  before  us.  It  is  on  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules.  I  don't  think  the  rules  ever  should  be 
suspended,  except  in  the  clearest  case,  or  in  matters 
of  trivial  importance. 

I  don't  know  how  the  members  of  this  Council 
view  this  matter,  but  in  my  judgment  this  is  a  mat- 
ter of  very  great  importance,  of  no  less  importance 
than  inaugurating  a  great  change  in  the  way  of  doing 
our  city  business,  because  we  are  already  told  that 
other  commissions  are  expected  to  follow — a  board 
of  public  works,  a  commission  on  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, arid  the  Lord  knows  what  not,  until  It  will  be 
very  difficult  to  find  out  where  to  put  a  finger  upon 
anything,  or  to  find  where  we  are,  where  there 
is  any  responsibility,  or  how  the  city  is  gov- 
erned. But  the  project  if  to  start  in  a  direction 
the  end  of  which  we  cannot  exactly  forsee.  Now 
while  this  matter  is  before  us  the  suggestion  is  on 
the  one  hand  to  shut  off  discussion  on  this  question, 
and  on  the  other  to  pass  it  all  at  once  and  take  no 
further  tim  J  to  deliberate  upon  it.  On  that  motion 
it  is  supposed  that  the  majority  of  the  Council  are  to 
turn  around  and  change  their  minds  under  the  press- 
ure which  is  brought  against  them. 

Now  the  great  claim  that  is  made  Is  that  somehow 
or  other  the  Fire  Department  has  proved  entirely 
inefficient.  Now  that  has  been  challenged  heretofore, 
and  I  yet  have  to  learn  in  what  respect,  with  refer- 
ence to  anything  that  a  commission  is  called  upon  to 
do.  that  the  Fire  Department,  as  a  department,  is 
deficient.  It  is  Siiid  that  the  system  is  an  inefficient 
system;  that  it  produces  inefficiency.  Why,  Mr. 
President,  I  made  up  my  mind,  the  other  day,  to  go 
over  again  the  report  of  the  learned  commission —and 
I  think  it  was  a  proper  commission— to  investigate 
the  cause  and  management  of  the  great  fire.  That 
commission  stated,  what  has  been  stated  and  reit- 
erated asrain  and  again,  that  with  reference  to  the 
fire  apparatus  of  the  city  and  the  men  composing  its 
department,  there  was  no  fault  to  be  found.  The 
men  were  unexceptionable,  and  the  apparatus  was,  on 
the  whole,  excellent.  The  only  question  with  refer- 
ence to  what  was  referred  to  them  was  that  of  the 
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management  of  the  fire.    One  criticism  was  upon  the 
dangerous  character  of  the  buildings. 

T  wish  *o  go  over  this  in  detail,  in  order  that  this 
City  Government  and  the  city  of  Boston  may  know 
exactly  what  has  been  done  under  this  most  ir  effi- 
cient of  all  systems.  Now,  then,  it  is  claimed  tuat 
the  architecture  was  dangerous.  That,  certainly, 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  Fire  Department.  If,  Mr. 
President,  there  is  any  body  of  men  that  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  dangerous  character  of  the  architecture  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  it  was  the  Are  underwriters  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  who  insured  this  dangerous  property 
in  preference  to  any  other.  They  gave  it  character, 
value,  by  their  indorsement.  If  you  add  to  them 
many  of  the  business  men  of  Boston,  tbey  lie  in  the 
same  bed — they  are  guilty  of  the  same  crime,  if  it  is 
a  crime;  "it  is  not  for  them  now  to  say  we  are  entirely 
guiltless,  and  are  going  to  throw  the  fault  upon  the 
Fire  Department. 

But  it  was  said  there  was  a  delay  in  the  arrival  of 
engines.  That  might  have  been  a  fault — it  was  a 
fault.  But,  as  you  look  back  to  that  time,  what  man 
of  all  those  who  would  undertake  to  grapple  with  it, 
is  quite  certain  that  he  would  have  done  more  than 
was  done  in  that  regard.  I  think  the  man  that  would 
be  so  positive  that  he  would  have  done  more  is  not 
an  exceedingly  modest  man.  The  next  criticism  was 
the  want  of  water.  But  the  want  of  water,  so  far  as 
it  is  concerned,  belongs,  if  to  anything,  to  a  com- 
mission. But  I  don't  propose  to  criticise  anybody 
with  reference  to  that.  It  is  no  criticism  to  be  made 
upon  the  Fire  Department.  It  was  stated  that  there 
were  more  engines  wanted.  That  has  been  reme- 
died, if  more  were  wanted.  But  I  think  there  is  no 
person  in  the  city  of  Boston  who  would  say  it  would 
be  wise  to  reorganize  the  Fire  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  being  in  a  condition  to  combat  only  with 
a  fire  like  that  of  the  9th  of  November,  to  be  able  to 
float  sucli  a  fire  when  it  got  fairly  under  way. 

Nobody  experts  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  Fire 
Department  that  can  put  ont  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye  a  tire  extending  over  one  hundred 
bnildings  of  dangerous  architecture.  You  ex- 
pect the  department  to  stop  it  before  it  gets 
there.  Then  there  are  a  quantity  of  miscellaneous 
recommendations  made  by  the  commission.  Now, 
then,  what  has  been  done?  Why,  sir,  every  one  of 
these  evils  has  been  cared  for,  sliding  valves  have 
been  put  in  the  gas  pipes;  streets  have  been  im- 
mensely widened  at  an  enormous  expense;  the  ar- 
chitecture of  the  city  has  undergone  a  great  change 
for  the  better:  additional  engines  have  been  pro- 
cured, so  that  the  department  is  in  "better  condition 
and  stronger  than  it  has  been  before,  and  the  danger 
from  conflagration  has  been  immensely  diminished. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me  we  are 
not  in  condition  to  be  called  upon  to  pass  anything 
itnder  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  That  is  the  last 
thing  that  should  be  done. 

We  are  m  condition  to  take  time,  and  I  trust  that 
the  members  of  the  Council,  seeing  themselves  un- 
der necessity  for  no  strange  or  undne  haste,  will 
look  the  matter  fairly  in  the  face  and  consider  it 
calmly  and  carefully,  and  decide  what  on  the  whole 
is  best  to  be  done.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
that  while  we  have  a  system  which  is  capable  of  be- 
ing made  perfect,  and  that  would  in  my  judgment 
give  us  all  the  efliciency  to  be  found  in  a  new  system, 
it  seems  to  me  it  is  much  better  to  retain  it  than  to 
start  08"  on  a  new  programme,  establish  a  new  board, 
and  wait  for  experience  to  perfect  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  proper  way  is  to  take  care  ol  the  old;  im- 
prove it;  stand  by  it;  do  everything  we  can  to  perfect 
it.  At  any  rate,  I  trust  the  Council  is  not  ready  to 
let  this  be  passed  upon  at  this  time  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— If  any  apology  were  needed 
for  the  extraordinary  course  that  the  majority  lias 
taken,  I  think  it  has  been  given  in  the  fact  that  the 
gentleman  has  been  unable  to  bring  up  a  single 
argument  in  favor  of  his  position.  Moreover,  this 
course  has  been  justified  by  that  which  the  minority 
took  when  the  matter  first  came  up  in  the  Council, 
when  he  succeeded  in  forcing  their  ordinance  thronsjh 
two  readings  and  sending  it  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. If  we  take  a  leaf  out  of  tlieir  book  the  gentle- 
man has  no  reason  to  complain.  Moreover,  the  gen- 
tleman says  a  majority  of  the  Council  have  decided 
against  the  ordinance.  But  at  the  last  meeting 
he  and  his  friend  from  Ward  5  made  a  test 
vote  on  striking  out  the  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  result  showed  that  a  majority  were 
in  favor  of  this  ordinance.  Some  plan  must  be  adopt- 
ed. The  citizens  are  anxious,  a  majority  of  the 
Council  are  in  favor  of  this  ordinance,  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  we  shall  be  worried  ont,  as  has 
been  done  on  the  revision  of  the  city  charter.  That 
subject  was  brought  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  has  been  delayed  again  and  again.    Those  same 


tactics  seem  to  have  been  tried  on  us  now.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  friends  of  this  ordinance  to  take  the  final 
vote  on  its  adoption  tonight.  I  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  Mr. 
Brackett  of  Ward  10  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  on  the  question. 

The  President  stated  that  the  question  was  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rules,  and  on  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  called  for. 

The  vote  was  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Bicknell, 
Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Caton,  Cudworth,  Darrow,  Davis,  Denny,  Hall,  Har- 
rington, Hine,  Holmes,  Lamb,  McCue,  Morse,  Page, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Ris- 
teen,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Tower,  Train,  West,  Whieton. 
Wilbur,  Woods— 3fi. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brennan,  Burt,  Collins, 
Dacey,  Dean,  Doherty,  Edwards,  Flatley,  Flynn, 
Hughes,  Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Loring,  Mars'ton, 
Marthi.  McKenney,  Thacher,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells, 
Weston,  Woodward— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting- Messrs.  Bowles,  Madden, 
Mahan — 3. 

The  motion  to  suspend  not  having  received  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  was  lost  and  the  ordinance  was  laid  over. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Salaries  to  fix  salaries 
of  permanent  men  already  appointed  in  Pire  Depart- 
ment,—also,  of  the  proposed  Fire  Commissioners, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  laid  on  the 
table. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  procure  and  place  in  the  new 
schoolhsuse,  on  the  site  of  the  old  Roxbury  City 
Hall,  a  suitable  tablet  bearing  the  name  of  the  school. 
Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  primary  pupils  in  the  Bigelow-School 
District.     Passed. 

Order  to  cancel  sale  of  Old  |Mather  Schoolhouse, 
provided  it  can  be  done  by  the  payment  of  $2000. 
Passed— ;34  to  11.  A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr. 
Flynn,  was  lost. 

PETITIONS  BEFERBED. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  presented  two  petitions 
from  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  ad- 
ditional appropriation  for  rental  and  fitting  up  of 
armory.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackmar.  they  were_  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories. 

EEPOBTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Perkins,  from  the  Committee  on  Common,  re- 
ported the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  grading  and  im- 
proving Washington  park;  said  sum  to  be  in  addition 
to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Perkins  explained  that  the  committee  had  not 
exceeded  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  Wash- 
ington park,  hut  of  the  original  amount  $2,500  was 
devoted  to  some  other  purpose,  and  this  order  was 
to  carry  out  the  original  intention.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  work  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins,  the  rules  were  suspend- 
ed, and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  to  whom  were  severally  referred  the 
petitions  of  John  Mullen  to  be  paid  for  damages  to 
his  team  and  harness  caused  by  an  accident  at  Fed- 
eral-street Bridge,  and  Henry  P.  Tallantfor  damages 
to  his  property  on  account  of  the  location  of  the 
smallpox  hospital  on  Marcella  street,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw.     Severally  accepted. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Armories,  to  whom  were  referred  tlie  petitions  of 
Colonel  Pinan,  Ninth  Regiment,  First  Company  of 
Cadets,  and  Company  F,  First  Regiment,  submitted 
reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sura  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  in  fitting  up  the 
headquarters  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at 
No.  562  Washington  street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishinf,  the 
armory  occupied  by  Company  P.  First  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  junction  of  Warren  and 
Palmer  streets;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 
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Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  first  of  October, 
1878,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  for  rent  of  armory  occupied  by  the  First  Com- 
pany of  Cadets,  M.  V.  M.,  at  99  Tremont  street,  the 
tiiim  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  said  sum 
to  he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 
The  orders  were  severally  read  ooce. 
Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  reported  that  there  will  be  re- 
quired to  complete  Engine  House  No.  12  the  sum  of 
$;i500,  $1400of  which  is  the  difference  in  price  be- 
tween the  original  contractor  and  the  present  build- 
ers; $1100  for  heating  apparatus,  $400  for  edgestones 
and  paving  driveway;  $350  for  hoisting  apparatus; 
$175  for  fixtures ;  making  a  total  of  $3425.  The  com- 
mittee recommended  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  authoriJied 
to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  an  amount  not 
exceeding  $3500,  the  same  to  be  added  to  the  amount 
already  authorized  for  Engine  House  No.  12. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  for  an  explanation.  He 
had  been  told  that  the  ex' enditure  had  been  already 
made,  without  a  particle  of  authority,  and  now  at 
this  late  day  the  Council  is  called  on  to  pass  an  order 
for  it.     He  called  for  details  of  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Bicknell  replied  that  they  were  pretty  clearly 
stated  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  only  asked  whether  the  expendit- 
ures had  been  made.  If  they  have  or  have  not.  the 
committee  can  say  so  and  he  would  be  satisfied.  Such 
an  explanation  was  due  to  the  Council.  Mr.  Shaw 
moved  to  lay  the  report  and  order  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  defeated,  and  the  order  was  passed 
to  a  second  readins  and  laid  over. 

Mr.  McKenney  of  Ward  1,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  East  Boston  Ferries,  rei)orted  on  the  petition  of 
Joseoh  B.  Blanchard  and  other  police  oflicers,  to  be 
allowed  to  pass  over  the  ferries  free  of  tolls,  that 
it  appears  that  since  the  ferries  came  into  the  p  is- 
session  of  the  city  tickets  have  been  furnished  from 
time  to  time  to  such  of  the  officers  connected 
with  the  station  at  East  Boston  and  the  Harbor  Sta- 
tion, as  were  called  upon  to  pass  over  the  ferries 
in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties.  It  is  proper 
that  all  members  of  the  police  should  be  furnished 
with  tickets  at  the  expense  of  the  Police  Appropria 
tion,  whenever  they  nave  occasion  to  go  to  or  from 
East  Boston  in  the  performance  of  their  otticial  du- 
ties: and  the  Ci)mmittee  on  Police  have  authority  to 
furnsh  such  tickets  without  any  action  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council.  The  members  of  the  depart- 
ment stationed  at  East  Boston  are  obMged  to  use  the 
ferries  so  frequently  that  is  would  be  more  convenient 
to  furnish  general  passes  to  them  than  it  would  be 
to  furnish  single  tickets,  and  the  accompanying 
order  is  presented  to  authorize  the  directors  to  fur- 
nish such  passes  at  the  expense  of  the  Police  De- 
partment. There  is  no  more  reason  for  supplying 
the  members  of  the  Police  Department  generally 
with  free  passes  to  use  when  they  are  not  on  duty 
than  there  is  for  supplying  passes  to  all  the  employes 
of  the  city: 

Ordered,  That  the  directors  for  the  East  Boston 
Ferries  be  instructed  to  furnish  passes  over  said 
ferries  to  the  Chief-of -Police,  the  Deputy-Chief-of- 
Police  and  the  members  of  the  Police  Department 
attached  to  the  station  in  East  Boston;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 
The  order  was  read  once. 

ENGINE   HOUSE   IN   WAKD   FOURTEEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  the  report 
and  orders  to  furnish  steam  heating  apparatus  and  a 
fence  for  the  yard  at  engine  house.  Ward  14.  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  $3000;  and  for  a  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  pay  therefor,  if  not  exceeding  that 
sum,  were  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  being  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Bicknell  made  a  statement  of  estimates 
for  the  details  of  the  expenditure:  Heating  appara- 
tus $1000;  fence,  $900;  hoisting  apparatus  for  hose 
tower,  $:i50;  block  stone  for  paving  the  driveway, 
$300;  gas  fixtures,  $175;  edgestones,  $125;  total, 
$2950. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  if  Mr.  Bicknell  would 
move  an  amendment  to  the  order  covering  the  de- 
tails, he  would  vote  for  it;  as  the  order  read  then  he 
could  not,  as  it  was  for  work  that  according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  estimate  would  cost  only  $2000.  It 
is  a  duty  to  those  voting  away  the  people's  money 
that  they  should  know  what  it  is  for. 

Mr.  Bicknell  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and,  subsequently  being  taken  up, 
Mr.  Bicknell  offered  an  amendment  to  insert  after 
the  words  "heating  apparatus"  the  words  "hoisting 
apparatus  for  hose  tower,  block  stone  for  paving, 
driving  and  laying  name,  gas  fixtures,  edgestones  in 
brick  sidewalk  in  Quincy  street."' 


The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14,  the  order  was  specially  assign- 
ed for  half-past  eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  even- 
ing. 

MASON-STBBET  ENGINE   HOUSE. 

Mr.  Pa^e  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  requested  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  repealing  an  order  which 
passed  this  Council  September  4, 1873,  to  make  altera- 
tion on  the  building  formerly  occupied  by  the  Natu- 
ral History  Society  on  Mason  street,  to  accommodate 
a  steam  fire  engine,  etc.,  and  also  to  consider  and 
report  as  to  whether  a  more  suitable  location  cannot 
be  procured  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Mr.  Page — I  have  heard  it  stated  that  a  much  bet- 
ter location  than  the  one  contemplated  by  the  passage 
of  the  previous  order  can  be  found,  and  which  it 
would  be  better  to  use  than  the  portion  of  this 
schoolhouse,  'rom  which  considerable  furniture  has 
got  to  be  moved.  The  passage- of  this  order  will  not 
delay  matters  at  all,  as  the  plans  will  not  be  ready  for 
a  week  and  the  committee  can  consider  the  subject 
and  report  in  that  time. 
'    The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

TAKING  GKAVEL  FROM  LONG  ISLAND. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Boston 
Harbor  inquire  into  and  report  under  what  authority, 
to  what  extent  and  under  what  circumstances,  gravel 
has  been  taken  from  Long  Island  in  Boston  Harbor 
and  furnished  to  the  city  of  Boston  during  the  pres- 
ent year. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  think  it  is  due  to  the  Council  to  give 
some  reason  for  this  order,   I  am  a  member  of  the 
Harbor  Committee.      At  the  first  meeting  of  that 
committee  in  the  month  of  January  I  had  a  respect- 
ful invitation  to  attend  and   did   so.    The  first  ques- 
tion raised  was  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
be  authorized  to  approve  the  bills.     [Laughter.]    I 
had  been  told  that  such  was  the  custom  at  City  Hall, 
hut  to  me  it  did  not  seem  to  be  democratic,  nor  to 
partake  much  of  the  principles  of  justice  and  right, 
which  the  people  who  send  us  here  have  aright  to  de- 
mand of  us.  There  are  gentlemen  who  were  present  at 
that  meeting  who  will,  if  they  remember  rightly,  recol- 
lect that  I  questioned  the  propriety  of  such  action.  It 
was  there  stated  that  all  it  proposed  was  to  author- 
ize   the    chairman    to    approve   the    payroll  of    the 
day  laborers  on  the  ice.    1  stated  that  if  that  was  all 
I    should    not    object.      At    a  subsequent    meeting 
the  subject  of  taking  gravel  from  Long  Island  in  the 
harbor   was    brought     before     us,    considered    and 
passed     upon.      It    was   there    stated    that    a   Mr. 
Dunbar   held    a    permit  to    take  gravel  from    that 
island.      It    was    the    unanimous    verdict    of    that 
committee  that  the    permit  should  be    tak«n  away. 
Prom    that    day  to    this    I  never   have  heard  of    it 
from    the    committee    or    anybody  else;    but    it  oc- 
curred   to    me    that   it    required    looking    into.      I 
find    no    action    on    it    in    the  records  of    the  com- 
mittee.   Yesterday,  in    reply   to    a  note,  I    received 
a   letter     from     the     Harbor    Master.      Mr.     Shaw 
read  the  letter  of   the  Harbor  Master,  which  stated 
that  gravel  had  been  taken  from  Long  Island  to  the 
amount  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  tons,  by  Richard- 
son &  Co.,  contractors,  who  conveyed  it  to  T  wharf, 
from  June   1st  till  September  15th.     Mr,  Shaw  then 
read  a  certified  copy  order  of  the  Board  of  Alderman 
of  January  30th,  1871,  giving  the  permit  to   remove 
gravel  from  Long  Island,  and   another  of  May  13th, 
1873,  revoking  that  license.    Mr.  Shaw  said  that  early 
in   the  spring  he  read    in  the  newspapers    an  ad- 
vertisement for  parties  to  make  proposals  for  supply- 
ing the  city  with  gravel;  it  proposed  that  gravel  should 
be  taken  outside  of  Boston   Harbor,  auu  lie  believed 
he  was  correctly  informed    that    the    contract    has 
been  made  by  a  certain  party,   whose  names  he  did 
not  then  know,  to    supply  the  city  with  gravel  from 
outside  of  Boston  Harbor.     Yet  in   the  face  of  this 
is  the  communication  from  the  Harbor  Master,  stat- 
ing that  ten  or  twelve  thousand   tons  had  been  taKen 
from  Long  Island,  and  supplied  to  the  city  of  Boston 
at  a  certain  price.    There  were  contractors  who  pro- 
posed to  furnish  gravel  for    the  city  whose  bids  were 
thrown  out.  and  who    bid  with    the    distinct    under- 
standing: that  they  were  to  furnish  gravel  outside  of 
Boston  Harbor.      The   party  who  received    the  con- 
tract   agreed    to    furnish    gravel   from     outside    of 
the    harbor.     And    that    is  n't    the    only  instance 
where  the  city  of    Boston  has  done  entirely  different 
from  the  contracts  given  to  people  to  bid  upon.  I  can 
cite  instances  of  payments  upon    just  the  same  prin- 
ciple.    It  is  perfectly  well    understood  that    the  city 
and  State    are    interested  in    the  welfare  of    Boston 
Harbor;   the  protection  of  the  harbor  is  a  subject  of 
Gccp  concern  to  the  merchants  of  Boston,  and  it  has 
been  decided  again    and  again  that  it  is    against  the 
interest  of  Boston  to  allow  gravel  to  be  taken  from 
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the  harbor.  If  gravel  is  to  be  taken  away  and  the 
currents  and  tides  are  to  be  affected  thereby,  it 
is  for  the  interest  of  every  citizen  to  know  whether 
the  city  is  to  be  hoodwinked  by  making  contracts  the 
terms  of  which  are  not  complied  with.  I  have 
called  attention  to  this  matter  because  it  is  of  vital 
importance.  We  have  a  Committee  on  Boston  Har- 
bor, and  I  am  aware  that  the  protection  of  the  har- 
bor is  left  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  but  if  the  com- 
mittee do  not  attend  to  their  duties,  then  I  have  a 
right  to  raise  my  voice  and  protest  against  it.  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  passed  without  a  difsenting  voice. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — It  is  very  true,  as  the  gentle- 
man states,  that  the  Joint  Committee  on  Harbor 
voted  that  the  license  granted  to  Mr.  Dunbar  ought 
to  be  revoked.  Having  occasion  some  time  since  to 
go  down  the  harbor,  I  saw  some  gravel  being  taken 
from  Long  Island.    I  was  informed  by  the  chairman 


of  the  committee  that  an  order  had  been  passed 
allowing  Mr.  Dunbar  to  take  gravel  from  the  harbor. 
I  can't  understand  how  it  can  be,  but  both  the  Al- 
dermen on  the  committee  said  it  was  in  consequence 
of  a  previous  order  which  had  never  been  repealed. 
Therefore  Mr.  Dunbar  had  continued  taking  the 
gravel.  I  don't  believe  in  taking  gravel  from  the 
harbor,  and  I  do  believe  m  taking  whatever  action  is 
necessary  to  protect  the  harbor. 
The  order  was  passed. 

PLACED   ON  FILE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14,  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Fire  Department  (printed  City  Document  No.  107) 
were  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  the  Council 
adjciurned. 


438 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    30,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  today,  Alder- 
man  Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATCONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay— Charles  H. 
Rice,  Daniel  S.  Gammon,  Andrew  Wilson,  Morgan 
Chapel;  Grafton  Fenno,  Rufus  Crowell,  George  H. 
Spear,  Jr.,  Merchants'  Exchange;  Alvin  B.  Libby, 
Christian  Church,  Tyler  street. 

Member  of  the  Fire  Department— John  C.  Harring- 
ton, Jr. 

Constable — Martin  F.  Curley. 

Wei_2;her  of  Coal — John  A.  Clark. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— Alfred.A.  Hall. 

Undertaker — Isaiah  Snow. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Ambrose 
Lawrence  et  al.,  that  the  cause  of  the  recent  fire  at  M. 
Hayes  &  Co.'s  stable  may  be  investigated. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  F.  R.  Shattuck,  for  the  removal  of  tree  from 
sidewalk  of  Forest  and  Vine  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
S.  T.  Ryder,  rear  of  24.5  Lexington  street;  L.  D.  Car- 
dell,  Fifth  street,  between  M  and  N  streets;  C.  E. 
Hall,  old  brewery  building  on  Castle  street,  for  leave 
to  occupy  wooden  stables. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Lamps.  L.  R.  Dutton  et  al.., 
for  a  gas  lamp  in  Rockland  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  C.  D.  Weston  aad 
eighteen  other  bakers  doing  business  in  the  city, 
that  all  bakers  be  required  and  compelled  "to  close 
their  places  of  bu'^iness  on  or  before  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  every  Lord's  Day,  and  deliver  no  goods  to 
customers  on  that  day  after  that  hour." 

To  the  Committee  oh  Claims.  William  Moir,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  sustained  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Fleet  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sttrvey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. James  Frame,  for  leave  to  build  wooden  addi- 
tion to  his  house  on  White  street,  near  Putnam  street, 
exceeding  the  legal  limit  in  dimensions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Massachusetts 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  for  leave  to  purchase  land  of 
the  city  on  Concord  street,  adjoining  the  New  Eng- 
land Female  Medical  College,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  thereon  a  building  to  be  used  as  a  hospit^al 
for  the  care  of  the  sict 

Yo  the  Coimnittee  on  Isomers.  James  Mitchell  et  al., 
for  sewer  in  Sixth  street,  from  O  to  P  street. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  sewer  in 
Highland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Paving.  Perkins  &  Currier 
et.  al.,  for  edgestones  on  portions  of  Bennington  and 
Brooks  streets. 

H.  W.  Blanchard  et  al.,  that  Newhall  street  and 
Pierce  avenue  be  graded. 

Amos  Cutler  et.  al„  for  sidewalk  on  Columbus  ave- 
nue, between  Worcester  street  and  West  Chester 
park. 

Amos  Smith,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Stoughton 
street,  near  Howard  avenue. 

George  F.  Moore  e?  at.,  that  edgestones  be  laid  on 
West  Cottage  street  (Ward  1(5.) 

John  Downey  «/«/.,  for  brick  sidewalk  in  Centre 
street  (Ward  lb)  from  Eliot  square  to  the  engine 
house. 

Henry  A.  Page  et  ah,  for  flag  stones  on  Providence 
street,  east  of  Clarendon  street. 

G.  Higginson  et  al.,  for  plank  walk  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  from  Dartuiouth    to  Exeter  street. 
•    F. W.  Lincoln  et  al. ,  for  plank  sidewalks  on  portions 
of  Boylston.  Berkeley  and  Clarendon  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Charles  H.  Jen- 
kins et  al.,  that  the  protracted  use  of  locomotive 
whistles  on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  near  Dorches- 
ter-street Bridge,  may  be  abated. 

M.    HATES   &   co.'s   STABLE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  M.  Hayes  &  Co.  to  appear 
and  show  cause  why  the  remaining  portions  of  their 
stable  on  Berkeley  and  Appleton  streets  should  not 
be  removed  as  a  nuisance  was  considered. 

In  this  connection  was  presented  an  application 
from  M.Hayes  &  Co..  that  the  order  revoking  the 
permission  to  build  his  stable  be  rescinded,  and  that 
permission  be  granted  to  rebuild. 

The  remonstrance  of  Dexter  Smith  and  seventy- 
eight  others,  against  the  rebuilding  of  the  stable 
with  outside  walls  of  brick,  was  received. 


Alderman  Sayward  presented  the  petition  of  James 
M.  Huse  and  two  hundred  other  residents  of  the 
vicinity,  in  aid  of  M.  Hayes  &  Co.'s  petition,  stating 
that  the  stable  had  never  been  a  nuisance.  Alder- 
man Sayward  asked  that  the  petitioners  might  have 
a  hearing  before  the  Board  or  some  committee. 

W.  a"  Field  appeared  for  M.  Hayes  &  Co., 
and  said  that  a  week  ago  last  Saturday  morning 
the  stable  was  greatly  damaged  by  fire,  and  on  the 
following  Monday  the  first  permission  to  erect  the 
stable,  granted  nine  years  ago,  was  revoked  without 
the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hayes.  An  order  was  also 
passed  thct  he  should  appear  here  and  show  cause 
why  this  building  should  not  be  removed  as  a  nuis- 
ance. This  is  strictly  the  question  before  the  Board, 
but  underlying  it  and  forming  the  main  issue  was 
the  question  whether  he  should  be  permitted 
to  rebuild.  Mr.  Hayes  has  appeared  with  a 
petition  signed  by  over  two  hundred  persons  saying 
that  his  stable  has  never  been  objectionable.  The 
proceeding  before  the  Board  had  no  reference  to  the 
stable,  but  to  the  dilapidated  building.  Undoubtedly 
if  any  part  of  that  building  interferes  with  the 
physical  comfort  of  people,  the  Board  have  a  right  to 
order  its  removal,  and  Mr.  Hayes  can  appeal  to  a 
jury.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  Hayes  would  have 
had  this  building  partially  rebuilt  had  it  not  been  for 
the  order  of  this  Board.  If  he  can  be  allowed  to  re- 
pair the  stable  he  will  remove  all  the  burned  parts 
and  replace  the  walls  witli  brick.  He  went  there 
some  nine  years  ago,  owning  a  large  part  of  the  land, 
and  has  been  there  ever  since.  The  Berkeley-street 
Church  was  then  there,  but  these  other  churches 
represented  in  the  remonstrance  were  not.  Mr. 
Hayes's  business  requires  him  to  keep  a  large 
number  of  horses,  and  in  the  opinion  of  every 
one  there  it  was  never  a  nuisance,  and 
the  two  hundred  petitioners  have  no  objection  to  its 
continuing.  It  is  n't  likely  that  that  part  of  Berk- 
eley street  between  Tremont  street  and  tbe  Provi- 
dence Railroad  bridge  will  ever  be  occupied  by  pri- 
vate dwellings.  Everybody  knows  that  the  property 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  stable  must  go  into  business 
purposes  or  halls,  and  everybody  al'^o  knows  that  the 
time  has  not  come  yet  for  deriving  a  profitable  rent 
from  buildings  for  business  purposes  there.  There 
is  n't  a  place  which  the  community  desire  to  have  a 
stable  in  more  than  this.  If  Mr.  Hayes  cannot  re- 
store it  or  repair  it,  his  business  must  go  elsewhere. 
It  is  a  better  place  for  a  stable  than  many  others 
where  stables  are  kept,  and  ninety-nine  out  of  a 
hundred  people  owning  property  in  that  vicinity 
desire  to  have  it  continued  there  for  some 
years  at  least.  Mr.  Hayes  is  willing  to  tear 
down  all  the  burned  part  of  ihe  stable 
that  render  it  a  nuisance  under  the  statute,  but 
he  wants  a  hearing  before  this  Board  or  some 
proper  committee,  and  will  submit  evidence  that  it 
is  a  suitable  place  for  a  stable.  He  thinks  that  the 
license  should  n't  have  been  taken  away  without  no- 
tice. He  would  have  torn  it  down  by  this  time  could 
he  have  known  what  he  was  to  erect  in  its  place. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaflield,  the  remonstrants 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  . 

Charles  W.  Slack,  chairman  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  the  Parker  Memorial  Meeting  House,  said 
he  did  n't  quite  understand  whether  this  is  a  final 
hearing  or  whether  it  was  to  be  submitted  to  a  special 
committee.  If  the  general  question  is  open  and  the 
decision  is  to  be  made  by  the  Board,  the  society  he 
represented  was  ready  to  put  in  its  statement. 

There  are  several  other  churches  and  dwellings  in- 
terested. Mr.  Slack  inquired  whpt  would  be  the  dis- 
posal of  the  m  itter. 

Mr.  Field  said  Mr.  Hayes  did  n't  suppose  the  ques- 
tion of  permitting  the  erection  of  the  stable  could 
come  up  before  the  Board,  and  he  had  not  his  wit- 
nesses here. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  question  before  the 
Board  was  the  nuisance;  he  thought  perhaps  it  would 
be  well  for  the  subject  to  be  laid  before  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Sayward  said  his  object  in  presenting  the 
petition  was  that  it  might  be  heard  before  a  commit- 
tee, and  he  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

ORDER  or  NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  Ross  Manufacturing  Company, 
to  locate  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  72  Dorchester 
avenue,  an  order  of  notice  was  issued  for  a  hearing 
November  10  at  4  P.  M. 

SEWER   ASSESSMENTS. 

Assessments  for  the  construction  of  common 
sewers  were  submitted  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  as  follows:  Arch  street,  total,  $690  95— to 
individuals,  $518  31;  Folsom  street,  total,  $613  50— 
to   individuals,    $460  1.3;    Harrison   avenue,     total, 
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$498  50- to  individual?,  $249  25;  Kingston  street,  to- 
tal, $1162  04— to  individuals,  $871  .53;  Clifford  street, 
total,  $3917  94-to  individuals,  $2938  46;  Eighth 
street,  from  Old  Harbor  street  to  G  street,  total, 
$2488  39— to  individuals,  $1866  22.  Severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

constables'  bonds  approved. 
The    bonds    of    James  R.    Stone,   Chase  Cole  and 
William  P.  Cook  ei  a^,  constables,   being  duly  certi- 
fied by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  approved. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Division  street  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  Foundry  street. 
Passed. 

Order  to  provide  for  the  surface  drainage  of  Wal- 
nut avenue  and  Cobden  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$2000.     Passed. 

Orders  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  next  Legislature 
for  the  annexation  of  a  portion  of  Brookline  to  Bos- 
ton; and  also  for  the  annexation  to  said  city  of  the 
portion  of  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  which  is  located 
in  Newton.    Passed. 

PAPBES  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  following  papers  from  the  Common  Council 
received  concurrent  action: 

Petition  of  Company  A  First  Battalion.  Referred  in 
concurrence  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  expend 
$2500  in  grading  Washington  park,  in  addition  to 
amount  heretofore  allowed  for  that  purpose.   Passed. 

Report,  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petitions  of  Henry 
P.  Tallant  for  injury  to  his  property  from  location  of 
Smallpox  Hospital  in  that  vicinity,  and  on  petition  of 
John  Mullin  to  be  paid  for  injury  to  his  horse  on 
Federal-street  Bridge.     Severally  accepted. 

Order  ^or  the  Committee  on  Harbor  to  inquire  and 
report  by  what  authority  gravel  is  removed  from  the 
beaches  of  Long  Island  and  sold  to  the  city.     Passed. 

OLD   MATHER   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  order  to  cancel  the  sa.e  of  the  Old  Mather 
Schoolhouse,  Ward  16,  provided  it  can  be  done  for 
$2000,  came  up  for  concurrence  with  the  Council  in 
its  passage. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed.  ' 

Alderman  Power  —  I  suppose  this  question 
has  been  thoroughly  ventilated  and  every  gentle- 
man understands  it.  I  don't  see  that  the  merits  of 
the  case  have  at  all  altered;  on  the  contrary,  the 
Common  Council  have  seen  fit  to  concur  in  what 
seemed  to  be  the  will  of  this  Board  as  tested  here  by 
two  or  three  votes  on  previous  occasions.  I  don't 
know  that  it  is  necessary  to  say  anything 
more  than  has  been  said.  I  think  tiie  inter- 
est of  the  city  of  Bo!*ton  demands  that  we 
should  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  order  for  the 
purchase  of  this  building.  It  was  stated  before  as 
the  best  reason  why  we  should  purchase  it  that  the 
building  will  be  needed  inside  of  a  year  for  school 
purposes.  With  that  fact  before  us  there  is  nothing 
left  us  but  to  concur  with  the  Council  in  ordering  the 
purchase  of  this  building  for  two  thousand  dollars. 
Idon"tknow  that  anyone  has  any  new  argument 
why  we  should  not  purchase  it,  and  the  fact  that  I 
have  mentioned  is  a  good  reason  for  concurring. 
There  is  plentv  of  land  owned  on  the  hill  there  by 
the  city  upon  which  the  building  can  be  moved.  I 
hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Sayward— Toe  gentleman  has  a  right  to 
his  opinion  the  same  as  any  other  member  of  this 
Board.  He  says  the  schoolhouse  will  be  wanted  there. 
I  know  it  will  not.  He  desires  to  carry  out  the 
object  upon  which  he  has  started,  and  I  do 
not  blame  him  for  that.  I  only  blame  him  for 
having  started  for  that  object.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  have  had  this  matter  before  them— 
not  to  consider  whether  it  is  proper  to  cancel  the 
contract,  but  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  cost  of  can- 
celling it.  They  reported  to  the  Council  the  cost  of 
purchasing  this  bulk  ing  back  again.  I  don't  believe 
m    throwing    away  twelve    hundred    dollars    to  the 

Earty  who  bought  this  building.  What  may  have 
een  his  object  m  leaving  it  there  is  more  than  I  can 
see.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  somebody  expects 
to  make  some  money  out  of  this  matter.  I  can't  con- 
ceive what  is  the  object  of  the  gentleman  on  my  left 
in  proposing  to  have  the  city  take  back  a  building 
that  we  don't  want.  Where  is  the  land  that  we  can 
put  it  on?  Is  it  the  land  on  which  are  the  sheds, 
which  is  in  dispute,  and  we  don't  know  whether  it  is 
owned  by  the  city  or  the  First  Parish?  The  note  that 
the  gentleman  read  from  the  Chairman  of  the  School 
Committee,  Dr.  Cushmg,  was  used  for  other  purposes 
than  was  intended  it  should  be.  The  committee  are 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  best  to  can- 
cel that  contract. 


Alderman  Power -On  a  former  occasion  I  produced 
and  read  here  a  letter  from  the  Chsirman  of  the 
School  Committee  for  that  district,  slating  that  it 
was  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  keep  that  build- 
ing, that  it  would  be  wanted  for  school  purposes 
within  a  j  ear,  and  it  was  considered  that  he,  at 
least,  was  the  best  authority  as  to  whether  or  not 
that  schoolhouse  would  be  wanted.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion the  gentleman  partially  acknowledged  that 
more  school  accomodations  would  be  needed,  and 
the  committee  proposed  to  alter  the  old  almshouse 
to  accommodate  the  scholars.  If  there  is  any  dis- 
pute about  that  land  on  the  hill,  the  sooner  it  is  set- 
tled the  better,  and  it  would  be  one  advantage,  if  no 
other,  to  have  it  settled  in  this  way.  There  is  an  old 
hook  and  ladder  house  on  that  land,  but  1  don't  un- 
derstand that  there  is  any  dispute  about  it.  Suppose 
it  is  conceded  not  to  belong  to  the  city,  there  is  other 
land  enough  there  to  put  this  building  on.  1  have 
the  authority  of  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Com- 
nlittee  for  saying  that  it  will  be  needed  within  a  year, 
and  my  persistency  in  this  matter  is  for  the  reason 
that  I  believe  it  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  keep  the  building,  as  we  will  within  a  year  be 
callea  upon  to  spend  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
for  a  new  school  building.  For  this  reason  I  think 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil. I  am  not  actuated  by  any  motive  to  carry  a 
point;  I  see  no  proof  here  that  a  schoolhouse  will 
not  be  needed  there,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  School 
Committee  says  it  will  be.  If  it  was  shown  that  I  am 
in  the  wrong  1  would  give  way. 

Alderman  Sayward  —  It  certainly  appears  to  me 
that  the  gentleman  has  the  idea  of  carrying  this 
point,  and  in  order  to  do  so  he  accuses  me  of  par- 
tially acknowledging  that  the  schoolhouse  would 
be  needed.  I  said  if  there  was  a  necessity  for  one, 
which  I  don't  believe  there  will  be  in  five  years, 
there  was  a  stone  building  which  cost  less  money 
than  it  would  to  put  this  one  back  on  that  lot.  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  he  has  ever  seen  the  alms- 
house. It  will  cost  less  money  to  put  the  old  alms- 
house in  proper  condition  than  to  put  this  building 
on  that  lot.  It  might  appear  that  there  is  some  divi- 
sion in  regard  to  this  matter  in  the  School  Commit- 
tee. But  there  is  none  now-;  they  are  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  we  should  n't  cancel  this  contract. 
Then  it  appears  that  somebody  is  trying  to  make 
some  money  out  of  tnis.  I  don't  accuse  any  one,  but 
it  does  seem  strange  that  anybody  desiring  to  have 
that  building  should  go  there  and  bid  it  off  by  auction 
and  at  the  suggestions  of  some  parties  wait  until  this 
time  without  moving  it.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  know  to  whom  the  gen- 
tleman alludes  when  he  says  somebody  will  make 
money  out  of  it.  It  don't  appear  to  he  the  purchas- 
er, who  went  to  work  and  excn\.-ited  tlie  cellar  and 
made  arrangements  to  put  the  building  upon  it.  I 
have  been  all  over  the  ground  and  certainly  don't 
think  the  price  named  pays  him  very  well.  So  I  don't 
see  how  any  one  is  going  to  make  money  out  of  it. 
I  think  the  purchaser  really  meant  to  take  the  build- 
ing, but  he  was  stopped  by  this  Government  from 
taking  it  away.  I  ^llppose  as  soon  as  he  gets  liberty 
to  do  so  he  is  ready  to  take  it  away,  though  I  don't 
know  much  about  that  If  the  School  Committee 
are  unanimous  that  there  is  no  further  accommmoda- 
tions  wanted,  why  have  n't  they  been  here  to  tell 
some  of  us?  Why  have  H't  "they  sent  a  com- 
munication to  us?  If  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee is  an  unreliable  man  I  am  content 
to  let  his  communication  go.  If  he  is  a  gentleman 
of  truth  and  veracity,  1  say  this  Board  otight  to  be 
governed  by  tlie  communication  from  him,  as  il 
stands  in  evidence  before  us.  If  the  committee 
thought  otherwise,why  haven't  they  sent  a  conirauni- 
cation  here  to  that  effect?  No  one  has  come  here, 
and  it  is  the  dury  of  this  Board  to  act  upon  the  evi- 
dence that  we  have  before  us. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  gentleman  persists  in 
stating  things  somewhat  out  of  the  usual  course.  He 
says  the  purchaser  has  been  prevented  from  moving 
that  building  by  this  Government.  This  Government 
has  taken  no  steps  to  prevent  him  from  removing 
that  building.  He  has  a  right  to  move  it  today.  The 
gentleman  says,  also,  that  the  purchaser  has  n't 
made  money  out  of  it.  I  ask  what  has 
the  purchaser  done  that  will  cost  him  over 
a  hundred  dollars?  As  to  the  veracity  of  my  friend, 
Dr.  Cushing,  I  will  heartily  testify  to  it.  But  he  is 
liable  to  make  mistakes.  The  gentleman  asks  why 
no  one  has  been  here  to  oppose  the  order;  I  say  no 
one  has  been  here  to  ask  for  it;  I  think  the  committee 
who  have  this  matter  in  charge  are  the  proper 
judges. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  perfectly  familiar  with  the 
almshouse  and  schoolhouse,  and  I  say  the  almshouse 
is  totally  iiiitit  to  be  used  for  school   purposes,    and 
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cannot  be  remodelled  without  an  expense  of  $10,000. 
This  structure  was  built  for  a  schoolliouse,  is  well 
adapted  fur  one,  and  is  as  good  a  one  as  can  be  built 
of  wood.  The  purchaser  has  injured  it  somewhat, 
and  it  may  cost  $1500  to  repair  it,  and  four  or  five 
hundred  to  move  it. 

Alderman  Sayward — What  would  it  cost  for  the 
cellar? 

Alderman  Power — It  Js  not  necessary  to  have  a  cel- 
lar under  a  schoolliouse  for  temporai-y  purposes.  If 
there  is  the  least  prospect  of  wanting  that  school- 
house  for  temporary  purposes,  the  city  will  be  a 
gainer  by  keeping  it.  The  gentleman  asks  what  has 
the  purchaser  done  that  will  cost  him  a  hundred  dol- 
lars? He  has  excavated  for  a  cellar,  contracted  with 
a  part3^  to  move  the  house,  and  the  contractor  al- 
ready has  the  material  on  the  ground  and  begun  to 
move  it,  and  I  don't  know  how  much,  if  any,  he  will 
have  to  pay  that  contractor.  I  can  see  where  the 
purchaser  has  spent  a  considerable  money.  The 
appropriation  will  certainly  not  more  than  cover  the 
expense  ne  has  been  to.  He  has  been  prevented  by 
this  Government  from  moving  it  in  this  way;  he  pe- 
titioned for  permission  to  move  it,  and  the  City 
Government  has  not  given  that  permission. 

Alderman  Siayward— I  don't  think  the  purchaser 
has  ever  petitioned  this  Government.  I  think  he  put 
a  petition  in  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  that 
petition  was  laid  on  the  table  in  that  committee. 
Then  the  gentleman  says  he  knows  all  about  the  poor 
house.  I  did  n't  know  that  he  had  ever  been  in  a 
poorhouse.  I  have  been  there  many  times.  I  have 
been  in  IJoston  about  forty-three  years,  and  know 
quite  as  much  about  localities  as  the  gentleman  does. 
If  that  building  is  put  upon  the  lot,  as  he  proposes, 
you  have  got  to  build  a  cellar  for  it. 

Alderman  Gaffield— This  is  a  question  on  which 
members  of  the  Board  honestly  difier.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  says  the  School  Committee  unanimously 
desire  more  accommodation  there.  Now,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, have  received  no  application  for  a  new  school- 
house  there;  still  there  may  be  a  desire  to  have  one, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information  I  move 
that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction.  If  the  Council  shall  concur  in  this 
reference,  we  can  have  a  meeting  on  Friday  evening, 
and  have  all  the  members  of  the  School  Committee  in 
that  district  before  us. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  have  no  particular  objection 
to  the  reference,  but  it  does  appear  to  me  that  if 
there  had  been  any  necessity  for  such  reference,  the 
matter  might  have  been  settled  long  before  this.  The 
schoolhouse  which  has  been  built  to  take  the  place 
of  this  one  cannot  be  taken  until  this  one  is  moved 
away.  There  can  be  no  more  light  obtained  than  has 
been  already.  The  gentleman  refers  to  the  unani- 
mous feeling  of  the  School  Committee.  There  has 
been  no  unanimous  expression  by  the  committee, 
and  for  the  last  five  or  six  weeks  we  have  had  no 
School  Committee  men  before  this  Board  on  this  mat- 
ter.   I  think  the  reference  would  be  a  waste  of  time. 

Alderman  Power— In  that  same  communication  it 
was  stated  that  every  seat  in  the  new  schoolhouse 
was  spoken  for  and  there  were  scholars  enough  to 
fill  every  seat  in  the  schoolhouse.  I  am  content  to 
let  this  matter  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction and  let  them  summon  the  School  Commit- 
tee before  them.  And  if  they  say  there  is  no  pros- 
pective need  of  this  schoolhouse  1  am  content  to  left 
this  matter  go.  acted  on  the  recommendations  ot 
the  chairman  of  that  district.  I  did  n't  obtain  i 
through  any  improper  influences,  and  I  told  him  that 
I  wanted  him  to  state  plainly  whether  there  was  anj' 
prospective  need  of  a  schoolhouse  in  that  district, 
and  he  said  there  was.  Until  that  is  contradicted  I 
think  we  ought  to  retain  this  building. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentleman  is  willing  to 
do  anything;  to  let  it  go  to  one  committee  this  week 
and  next  week  to  another.  I  have  said  before  that 
the  truth  and  veracirty  of  Dr.  Cushing  is  not  to  be 
doubted.  If  he  says  it  will  save  the  city  anything  by 
taking  that  house  he  never  was  more  mistaken  in  his 
life.  There  are  but  six  classes  in  the  present  school, 
and  they  can't  till  but  six  rooms.  There  are  two  va- 
cant rooms,  notwithstanding  what  Dr.  Cushing  says. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hope  this  order  will  be  referred 
to  the  committee,  and  that  they  will  consult  the 
School  Committee  of  that  district  whether  more 
school  accommodations  will  be  required,  and 
if  they  are  whether  it  would  be  best  to  sell  it 
or  let  it  remain  there.  It  is  a  matter  which 
should  be  disposed  of  in  some  manner  immediately, 
for  the  credit  of  this  Board.  It  has  been  here  some 
two  or  three  months,  going  backward  and  forward 
between  the  two  branches.  We  have  had  the  evi- 
dence of  Dr.  Cushing  that  there  will  be  more  accom- 
modations needed.  He  has  long  been  a  resident  of 
the  ward,  is  a  physician,  and  ought   to   know  what 


are  the  needs  of  the  neighborhood,  present  and  pros- 
pective. I  hope  they  wil!  consult  the  School  Com 
mittee  and  every  physician  in  regard  to  the  present 
accommodations  and  prospective  wants. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman  praising  Dr.  Cushing,  as  he  has  many 
other  geutleme::  since  he  has  been  a  member  of  this 
Boardl  I  would  like  to  know  whether  Dr.  Cushing. 
is  his  family  physician.  He  is  mine,  and  no  one  can 
praise  him  more  than  lean;  and  if  he  judges  by  my 
family  there  will  be  no  future  accommodations 
needed. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  order  to  locate  a  steam  fire  engine,  etc.,  in  the 
Mason-street  building,  came  from  the'Oouncil  passed. 

Alderman  Bigelow— If  this  order  is  adopted  it  will 
defer  this  matter  some  time  longer.  The  plans  for 
the  engine  house  are  all  made,  and  the  building  can 
be  altered  for  the  very  moderate  expense  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  or  within  that  amount.  If  a  new 
location  is  purchased  it  will  cost  fifty  or  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  perhaps  it  will  not  be  any  bet- 
ter than  this  one.  I  hope  the  present  plan  will  be 
permitted  to  go  on,  and  I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
posement  of  the  order. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

SALE   OF   A  PBRRT  BOAT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  a  communication 
from  the  directors  of  the  East  Boston  ferries,  stating 
that  the  ferry-boat  Jefferson  could  not  be  repaired 
except  at  great  expense,  and  requesting  permission 
to  sell  the  same.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Perries. 

EEPORTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  reported  an  or- 
der authorizing  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  issue  a 
permit  to  E.  Goodfellow  to  enlarge  his  building  on 
Dorchester  avenue,  according  to  his  application  on 
file.     Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  in  repairing  Mount  Washington  avenue 
Bridge,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions  for  grade 
damages  of  George  Doherty,  Warwick  and  Meridian 
streets;  Samuel  P.  Loud,  Dorchester  avenue;  John 
Haggerty,  Commercial  street,  Ward  16;  Henry 
Humphreys,  Stoughton  street;  Hart  Bailey,  Stongh- 
ton  street;  P.  C.  Hersey,  Summit  avenue,  Robert 
McDevitt,  Athens  street;  Joseph  Porristall,  Cham- 
bers street.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported no  action  necessary  on  the  remonstrance  of 
Henry  W.  Wilson  agamst  the  change  of  the  name  of 
Dorchester  avenue.     Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  raise  and  reset  the  edgestones  and  repave 
the  gutters  on  the  northerly  side  of  Dudley  street, 
between  Winslow  and  Dearborn  streets,  and  to  re- 
grade  the  sidewalks  and  a  portion  of  the  loadway  of 
said  street.    Estimated  cost,  $1000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  remove  the  trees  and  the  projecting  banks 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Walnut  avenue,  between 
Rockland  street  and  Pickering  place,  and  to  build  a 
retaining  wall  on  the  line  of  said  avenne.  Estimated 
cost,  $1000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  raise  and  grade  Cabot  and  Weston  streets 
according  to  the  established  grades  of  said  streets, 
and  to  reset  the  edgestones  and  repave  the  gutters 
and  sidewalks  on  said  streets.    Estimated  cost  $6000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  build  the  cesspools  necessary  to  provide 
for  the  surface  drainage  of  Rugffles  street,  between 
Tremont  and  Parker  streets.     Estimated  cost  $1200. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  brick  the  unpaved  sidewalk  on 
Tremont  street,  between  Ruggles  and  Parker  streets, 
and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  favorably  on  the  applications  of  Washing- 
ton Pipe  Works,  Skillings  &  Whiting  Brothers,  and 
Dyer  &  Gurney,  and   leave  to  withdraw  on   appllca- 
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tions  of  Parker  Bryant  (at  his  own  request)  and 
James  McGramon,  to  occupy  wooden  stables.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  relative  to  certain  cellars  below 
grade,  reported  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  iVlartin  Beatty,  Samuel  Stubbs  and 
Joseph  R.  Bassett  be  and  they  are  respectively  here- 
by directed  to  alter  and  construct  the  cellars  under 
their  respective  houses,  viz.:  Martin  Beatty,  Caze- 
nove  place,  near  Chandler  street,  three  buildings; 
Samuel  Stubbs,  Chandler  street,  corner  of  Cazeuove 
place,  one  l)uildiug,  and  Joseph  R.  Bassett,  east  side 
of  Tremont  street,  between  Dover  and  Chapman 
streets,  five  buildings,  so  that  the  grade  thereof  shall 
not  be  less  thau  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water, 
as  provided  in  the  oider  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
approved  December  24, 1872,  and  in  default  of  such  al- 
teration and  construction  by  either  of  said  parties, 
witkiu  ten  days  after  the  service  of  this  order  as  pro- 
vided by  the  third  section  of  chapter  3T7  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1872,  proceedings  will  be  commenced 
against  him  pursuant  to  law. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  Joshua 
H.  Pitman,  for  damages  on  account  of  Smallpox 
Hospital,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the  same 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.     So  ordered. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  favorably  on  applications  of  John 
Fleming,  1013  Tremont  street;  Silas  C.  Read,  655 
Washington  street;  E.  P.  Ramsell,  55  Pleasant  street, 
for  victuallers'  license.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in 
Franlilin  street,  between  Pearl  and  Oliver  streets; 
and  in  Parker  street  between  Gore  and  Delle  avenues. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re 
ported  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  W.  V. 
Hutchings,  e<  «(!.,  for  sewer  in  Island  street,  for  the 
reason  that  the  street  is  unaccepted  by  the  city. 
Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power^ 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $47  29,  assessed  upon 
Adolphus  Wels  for  a  sewer  in  George  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  as  follows: 
George  E.  Bozmau,  $9  85;  Bridget  Killian,  $18  72; 
Karen  Madbury,  $18  72. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  favorably  on  the  petition  of  Pascal 
Girard,  to  give  exhibitions  of  magic  at  East  Boston, 
South  Boston  and  Roxbury;  A.  Chapin  Southworth, 
for  auctioneer's  license  at  Walnut  street,  Ward  16; 
T.  P.  Mctlugh,  24  East  Concord  street,  for  hack 
stand;  William  B.  Haynes  and  others,  for  transfer  of 
hack  licenses;  B.  Mack,  for  pawnbroker's  license,  at 
172  Dorchester  avenue:  H.  P.  Hatnaway,  A.  H.  White, 
A.  J.  Brown  G.  &  W.  Wright,  for  wagon  licenses; 
J.  Nolan  &  others,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  S. 
E.  Hayward  &  Co.,  .37  Tremont  street,  and  Hinds  R. 
Darling,  9  Maverick  street,  for  auctioneer's  licenae. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  reported  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as 
follows:  W.  L.  Putnam  executor,  .$26,783  34,  widen- 
ing Li  ndall  street;  Joseph  N.  Piske  and  W.  L.  Put- 
nam, trustees,  $41,216  66,  widening  of  Congress 
street. 

Sevei-ally  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized  to 
make  soundings  and  borings  to  ascertain  the  char- 
acter of  the  foundations  required  for  the  Eastern- 
avenue  Bridge;  the  expense  therefor  not  exceeding 
$2000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Streets. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  necessary,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Engineer,  that  the  soundings  should 
be  taken  as  soon  as  possible,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  season. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
East  Boston  Perries,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Campbell  &  Brooks  for  an  investigation  of 
the  award  for  building  the  new  ferry  boat,  reported 
that  it  appears  upon  a  careful  examination  of  all  the 
facts  in  the  case  that  the  directors  of  the  ferries  were 
fully  justified  in  their  award  of  the  contract,  and  the 
committee  would  therefore  recommend  tliat  the  i)c- 
titioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward  from  the  Joint  Committee  oc 
Public  Buildings,  reported  that  $350  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  furnishing  of  the  new  Mather  School- 
house,  also  $1000  to  properly  grade  the  grounds 
around  the  same  and  fill  the  cellar  of  the  old  build- 


ing, and  the    committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
an  order  for  the  same  at  an  estimated  expense;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE   WATER   SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  ofiered  the  following: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Sect'on  One  of  Chap 
ter  177  of  the  acts  of  1872,  it  is  hei-eliy 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  the 
agent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be  and  it  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  take,  hold,  and  convey  to,  into  and  tlirnugh 
said  city,  all  the  water  of  Sudbury  River,  so-called, 
said  water  to  be  taken  at  any  point  or  points  within 
the  town  of  Pramingham,  or  higher  up  on  said 
river,  and  the  water  of  Farm  Pond,  so-called,  in 
said  town  of  Pramingham,  and  the  water  which 
may  flow  into  and  from  said  river  and  pond,  and  to 
take  any  water  rights  in  or  upon  said  river  or  pond, 
in  or  above  the  town  of  Pramingham,  or  connected 
therewith.  Said  Cochituate  Water  Board  is  also 
hereby  directed,  as  the  agent  of  this  city,  to  take  and 
hold  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  in  connection  with 
said  sources  of  supply,  any  lands  and  real  estate 
necessary  for  increasing  or  preserving  the  purity  of 
the  water,  or  for  laying,  building  or  maintaining 
aqueducts,  water  courses,  reservoirs,  dams,  build- 
ings, machinery  and  other  structures  and  appli- 
ances, with  their  accessories,  for  conducting, 
elevating,  purifying,  storing,  discharging,  disposing 
of  and  distributing  water;  and  also  to  take  and  hold 
any  land  (excepting  any  in  the  town  of  Pramingham 
heretofore  taken  or  purchased  by  any  railroad  com- 
pany) on  the  margin  of  said  sources  of  supply  not 
exceeding  five  rods  in  width  from  the  high-water 
line  of  .<iiid  rivor,  sri)ra|^e  reservoirs  or  pond,  so  far 
as  may  be  iie('essary,  in  the  opinion  of  said  Water 
Board,  tor  the  preservation  and  purity  of  the  same, 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  The  expense  of  the  taking 
of  said  waters  and  lands  aforesaid  to  be  charged  to 
appropriation  already  existing  therefor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— By  authority  of  the  statutes 
of  1872  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  were  authorized 
to  take  water  from  Sudbury  River,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed till  within  a  few  days  that  they  had  the  power 
to  do  so,  but  it  is  thought  by  the  City  Solicitor  that 
they  have  not  that  power  until  it  is  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  City  Government.  This  order  is  to  au- 
thorize them  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  n't  any  doubt  about  the 
necessity  of  taking  this  water,  but  this  Government 
should,  if  it  has  not  already,  have  some  idea  of  what 
the  cost  of  this  order  is  going  to  be  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  We  ought  to  have  some  figures  telling  us 
about  what  it  will  cost  before  we  pass  the  order.  I 
don't  think  it  would  be  creditable  to  pass  an  order  of 
that  kind  unless  we  knew  about  how  much  it  would 
cost. 

Alderman  Clark — There  has  been  an  estimate  made 
of  the  Cost  of  bringing  water  from  Sudbury  River  in- 
to the  reservoirs  through  the  new  conduit,  which  is 
about  five  million  dollars.  That  was  exclusive  of 
mill  damages,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  tell  what 
claims  might  be  put  in  and  with  what  success  they 
might  be  carried  out. 

Alderman  Gibson— That  don't  exactly  answer  the 
question.  The  gentleman  opposite  would  like  to 
know  what  would  be  the  entire  cost. 

Alderman  Clark— It  is  merely  to  confer  upon  the 
Water  Board  authority  to  go  and  take  what  the  Leg- 
islature granted  to  the  city.  The  right  has  already 
been  conferred  upon  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Gibson— In  taking  property  we  should 
make  some  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost.  We 
ought  to  treat  with  a  man  before  taking  his  property. 
I  think  the  citv  has  lost  millions  of  dollars  by  first 
going  and  seizing  property  without  treating  with  the 
owner.  I  understand  that  river  is  running  into  the 
lake  now,  and  I  supposed  that  we  controlled  Sud- 
bury River.  But  if  this  is  a  new  route  I  should  n't 
be  willing  to  vote  for  that  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  requested  permission  to  ask 
the  City  Engineer  a  few  questions,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  desired  information. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  there  is  no  question 
about  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  but  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  such  an  immense  sum  of  monej;  I  think 
it  is  certainly  not  verj  creditable  to  pass  this  order 
till  we  know  somewhere  near  what  it  is  going  to  cost. 
If  it  is  necessary,  all  well  and  good,  but  I  don't  think 
it  looks  creditable  to  pass  the  order  without  some 
figures  to  go  by. 

Alderman  Stebbins— In  City  Document  No.  29  the 
Alderman  will  find  the  information.  The  cost  is 
$4,788,318.  This  does  not  include  damages  upon  the 
line  of  the  river.  If  the  City  Engineer  is  allowed  to 
answer  a  few  questions  I  think  the  Board  will  be  sat- 
isfied. 
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The  permissiou  was  given. 

Alderman  Stebbini*— Will  you  please  state  the 
probable  cost  of  the  land  and  mill  damages  upon  the 
route? 

City-Engineer  Davis — This  estimate  includes  the 
land  damages,  but  not  the  mill  damages.  I  have 
made  two  estimates,  one  of  which,  in  which  I  placed 
myself  in  the  position  of  the  city,  amounts  to  half  a 
million  dollars:  the  other  is  about  a  million  and  a 
quarter.  There  are  no  decisions  of  the  courts  to  enable 
one  to  make  an  estimate  upon  a  definite  basis. 

Alderman  Stebbins— As  to  the  necessity  of  the 
passage  of  this  order? 

City  Engineer  Davis— We  supposed  we  had  the 
right  to  seize  the  river;  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  have  been  appropriated  to  build  the  works, 
which  are  no  use  to  us  unless  we  can  have  the  river. 
Wt  are  in  a  position  to  make  the  seizure  now. 

Alderman  Gibson— Have  you  already  seized  land 
npon  the  river. 
City-Engineer  Davis — No,  sir. 
Alderman  Gibson— Are  the  works  going  on. 
City  Engineer— They  are.     We  have  not  yet  seized 
the  river,  but  have  turned  the  water  m. 

Alderman  Stebbins— In  view  of  what  the  news- 
papers have  said,  that  since  the  annexation  of 
Charlestown  work  on  the  conduit  should  be  sus- 
pended, I  would  like  you  to  state  in  regard  to  the 
water  supply  from  Mystic  Lake. 

City-Engineer  Davis— I  don't  know  whether  I  can 
give  much  more  information  on  this  point  than  is 
contained  in  the  last  report  of  the  Water  Board. 
[The  City-Engineer  read  an  extract  from  the  report  to 
show  that  the  supply  from  the  water  shed  of  Mystic 
Lake  will  be  required  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  terri- 
tory.] Annexation  has  taken  place,  and  I  cannot  give 
an  official  opinion  without  making  rurveys.  We  have 
expended  tome  $80,000  in  the  Sudbury-River  pro,iect, 
and  have  already  contracted  for  $340,000  more  work. 
Alderman  Gibson— Do  yon  know  how  much  more 
water  there  is  in  Mystic  Lake  now? 

City-Engineer  Davis— It  is  getting  down  to  a  very 
low  point,  and  unless  we  build  storage  reservoirs 
npon  it  we  can't  get  any  supply.  It  would  be  a  large 
expense  to  take  a  smell  amount  of  water. 

Alderman  Clarlc— The  passage  of  this  order  will  in- 
volve no  additional  expense? 
City-Engineer  Davis — No,  sir. 

Alderman  Clark— You  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  city  going  on? 

City-Engineer  Davis— The  most  you  can  do  is  to 
postpone  it  f«r  a  few  years. 

Alderman  Clark— What  can  be  done  with  the  sup- 
ply from  Mystic  Lake? 

City-Engineer  Davis — In  order  to  get  Mystic  water 
you  must  go  to  a  large  expenditure. 
Alderman  Stebbins — How  much? 
City-Engineer  Davis— I    should    guess,   in    round 
numbers,   a  million  dollars. 

Alderman  Brown — How  long  has  it  been  since  water 
was  taken  from  Sudbury  River    to  supply  Lake  Co- 
chituate? 
City-Engineer  Davis — A  year  ago  last  September. 
Alderman  Brown— And    you  cannot  take  any  more 
from    the  river   now;  and   that    is    the  reason   this 
order  is  put  in  here? 
City-Engineer  Davis — It  is. 

Alderman  Clark — You    have  no  right  to  take  it  un- 
less there  Is  an  order  authorizing  it? 
City-Enginef  r  Davis — No,  sir. 

Alderman  Hulben — How  long  will  it  take  to  com- 
plete this  contract? 

City-Eiigineer  Davis — It  will  be  about  the  first  of 
1877  before  we  can  get  this  water  into  the  city. 

Alderman  Gibson— No  water  has    been  taken  from 
Sudbury  River  this  year? 
City-Engineer  Davis— None. 

Alderman  Gaflield  -Do    you  think  it  necessary  that 
water  shall  be  taken  from  Sudbury  River? 
City-Engineer  Davis — Yes,  sir. 
Alderman  Brown — Is  there   any  purpose    in  with- 
holding the  water,  except  that  it  can't   be    taken  un- 
less the  order  is  adopted? 

City-Engineer  Davis— If  we  had  turned  it  in  this 
year  it  would  involve  us  in  milj  damages,  which  we 
have  got  to  pay  for  the  water  we  took  last  year. 

Alderman  Brown— How  many  establishments  are 
there  upon  the  river,  that  the  city  will  be  liable  to 
damage? 

City -Engineer  Davis— Some  thirty,  I  think;  all 
those  in  Lawrence;  all  those  in  Lowell,  on  the  Con- 
cord River;  two  at  Billerica,  and  one  at  Saxon ville- 

Alderman  Brown — Have  the  corporations  intimated 
what  amount  of  damages  they  would  claim? 

City-Engineer  Davis— Only  what  they  said   before 
the  legislative  committee  last  winter,  when  they  in- 
timated that  it  would  be  a  large  sum.     That  was  one 
_  of  the  strong  arguments  against  our  taking  It. 


The  Chairman— Is  the  conduit  large  enough  to  con- 
vey the  water  here? 

City-Engineer  Davis — We  have  run  the  conduit  as 
full  this  summer  as  we  dared  to.  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir  has  been  drawn  down,  bur  we  are  keep- 
ing it  about  even  now.  We  only  keep  up  our 
supply  by  drawing  it  down  through  the  summer 
and  filling  it  up  winters.  The  conduit  does  n't  give 
as  much  in  summer  as  the  city  consumers. 

Alderman  Brown — When  Charlestown  is  annexed 
will  there  be  any  addition  to  our  supply  after  they 
use  what  they  require  for  their  own  purposes,  for 
East  Boston  and  other  places? 

City-Engineer  Davis— With  their  present  works, 
I  suppose,  they  can't  supply  us  with  two  millions  a 
day  the  year  round.  But  by  putting  up  i  roper  ma- 
chinery, new  pipes  and  pumps  and  reservoirs,  the 
supply  could  be  made  about  eight  million  gallons; 
but  that  quantity  would  be  diminished  every  year  as 
the  eonsumption  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  river  in- 
creased. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Yeur  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
that  is  a  million  dollars? 

City-Engineer  Davis— I  call  it  a  guess  but  not  an 
estimate. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  can 
delay  this  work  six  or  seven  years  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  look  around  and  see  what  can  be  done.  As 
the  lake  has  held  out  during  this  entire  season,  it 
seems  that  it  would  hold  out  longer.  If  we  can  raise 
the  dam  at  least  four  feet,  it  will  enable  us  to  stand 
it  through  another  summer.  It  would  cost  but 
very  little  to  raise  it  up.  There  are  twenty  feet  of 
space  where  it  c(.uld  be  raised. 

Alderman  Cuiter— It  is  impossible  to  raise  it  any 
more.  The  Ciiy  Engineer  will  give  the  information 
if  The  gcntlenifin   desires  it. 

Aldei  man  Gibson — At  the  point  I  know  of  it  can 
be  laised. 

Alderman  Stebbins— What  is  the  objection  to  that? 

City  Engineer  Davis — It  was  raised  two  feet  and 
if  the  dam  was  raised  more  it  would  flood  the  cellars 
at  Natick. 

Alderman  (iibson — This  order  ought  not  to  pass 
for  an  additional  expenditure  until  we  look  round 
and  see  if  somefhlng  better  cannot  be  done. 

Alderman  Hulbert— We  have  already  voted  over 
six  hundred  thousand  rlollars  for  this  very  work. 

Alderman  Gibson— Things  have  changed  since  thac 
time. 

The  Chairman — This  is  nothing  new,  but  was  ne- 
glected to  be  done  when  the  appropriation  was  made. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  there  is  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  one  who  has  given  this  subject  any 
attention,  what  the  conveying  of  water  from  Sudbury 
River  to  Boston  is  going  to  cost.  The  reason  I  had 
for  commencing  this  discussion  was,  I  thought  we 
ought  to  know  what  the  cost  of  flowing  these  lands 
and  dispossessing  the  rights  of  those  mill  owners  on 
the  river  is  going  to  be.  We  ought  to  get  some 
definite  figures.  As  I  understand  it  now  the  passage 
of  this  order  does  n't  necessarily  require  that  we 
should  go  on  and  incur  any  additional  expense  in 
that  direction  until  the  City  Government  can  get  at 
the  approximate  expense. 

[Alderman  Gibson  in  the  chair.] 

Alderman  Cutter— The  necessity  of  passing  this 
order  is  owing  to  the  neglect  of  its  not  being  done 
before.  It  was  an  oversight  of  the  Water  Board. 
Recently  they  discovered  that  they  needed  this  au- 
thority. It  is  no  new  thing;  there  is  no  question  but 
that  we  need  water,  and  we  can't  getit  from  Cochit- 
uate  Lake.  We  have  annexed  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbury,  and  will  probably  annex  Brook- 
line,  all  of  which  will  want  to  be  supplied 
with  water.  I  am  fearful  that  Sudbury  River 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  supply  us  with  water 
if  we  go  on  laying  pipes  in  the  towns  annexed, 
and  if  they  use  water  as  freely  as  Dorchester  and  Rox- 
bury have  done.  We  shall  need  a  very  large  supply. 
It  is  well-known  that  during  a  dry  time  every  man 
who  has  a  little  garden  or  yard  .uses  the  hose  freely. 
It  doesn't  become  us  to  economize  on  this 
subject  of  j)rocuring  a  water  supply,  but 
it  does  become  us  to  go  on  and  get  all  the  water  that 
we  need. 

The  order  was  passed. 

BEVISION  OP   THE    CITY   CHARTER. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  to  whom  were  recommitted 
the  report  and  order  in  relation  to  a  revision  of  the 
city  charter,  reported  that  having  reconsidered  the 
subject,  they  recommend  that  the  order  printed  on 
the  eighth  page  of  City  Document  115  of  the  pres- 
ent year  ought  to  pass. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  don't  propose  to  take  up  the 
time  by  repeating  ihe  arguments  on  this  subject,  but 
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will  mc'ivly  call  attention  to  ttiu  fact  tliat  tliis  is  tlie 
fourth  time  tbis  order  has  been  reported.  If  it  coin- 
mends  itself  to  tlie  good  sense  of  ttie  Board  they 
will  pass  it,  and  if  not  they  will  not.  The  majority 
of  the  commitiee  are  dcsirons  that  this  game  of  bat- 
tledore and  shuttlecock  shall  be  stopped. 

Alderman  Clark— I  move  to  amend  by  malcing  the 
commission  consist  of  three  instead  of  live,  as  the 
expense  would  be  several  thousand  dollars  less. 

Alderman  Q,uincy^If  rhis  is  to  be  a  paid  commis- 
sion, and  economy  would  thereby  result,  I  would  ac- 
cept the  amendment.  But  I  understand  that  these 
commissioners  are  to  serve  without  pay,  as  the  com-  , 
missioners  on  the  great  fire  an  i  the  Annexation  Com- 
mission have  done.  It  is  desirable  tliat  the  various 
professions  shall  be  represented  on  the  commission, 
and  it  was  considered  that  five  would  be  the  best 
number.  Unless  some  better  reason  is  given,  I  shall 
oppose  tile  proposed  change. 

Alderman  Clark — I  don't  suppose  we  are  going  to 
get  three  men  who  are  so  anxious  to  give  their  ser- 
vices to  the  city  as  to  revise  the  city  charter  without 
pay.  1  have  an  idea  that  three  would  do  it  as  satis- 
factorily as  five,  and  a  smaller  commission  would  act 
more  expeditiously  than  a  large  one. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  n't  seen  the  necessity  for 
the  appointment  of  any  commission  or  heard  any 
good  reasons  given.  But  I  do  think  the  members  of 
this  Government  are  perfectly  competent  to  perform 
the  duties.  The  only  reasons  I  have  heard  were  that 
the  School  Board  and  the  Common  Council  are  too 
large  and  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  be  in- 
creased; and  that  the  Aldermen  should  serve  two  or 
three  years  and  be  paid.  There  is  a  great  difference 
of  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  this  Government  is 
perfectly  competent  to  make  all  necessary  revision. 
If  we  think  tlie  School  Board  or  Council  roo  large 
we  can  go  to  tlie  Legislature  and  get  it  cnauged— we 
are  just  as  competent  to  settle  those  questions  as 
any  commission  that  can  be  selected.  I  have  talked 
with  a  gentleman  in  the  Government  who  I  should 
suppose  is  the  best  authority — one  who  haa  tlie 
honor  to  preside  over  the  city  as  Mayor  for  some 
years — I  refer  to  the  father  of  the  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced this  order — and  he  said  it  was  a  very  danger- 
ous thing  to  introduce  this  order.  He  said' the  Gov- 
ernment was  competent  to  make  the  changes,  and  it 
is  very  dangerous  to  meddle  with  the  charter  as  it 
now  stands.  He  thought  it  couldn't  be  bettered, 
and  many  little  things  might  do  great  wrong  to  the 
city,  and  it  should  be  very  seriously  considered  be- 
fore we  appoint  such  a  commission.  I  have  heard  no 
reasons  except  those  I  meEcioned,  and  therefore  I 
think  we  should  hesitate  before  interfering  with  tlie 
charter,  which  has  been  considered  by  everybody 
as  such  a  great  instrument,  and  has  been  so  exten- 
sively copied  all  over  the  country.  I  think  the  char- 
ter is  just  as  good  for  the  city  today  as  it  has  ever 
been.  We  can  set  the  changes  from  the  Legislature, 
without  having  a  commission  to  patch  up  the  exist- 
ing charter. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  think  that  our  charter,  good 
as  it  is,  should  not  be  looked  upon  as  the  laws  of  the 
Medes  and  Persians,  which  cannot  be  changed.  Cer- 
tainly, the  time  has  come  when  it  outjht  to  be 
changed.  It  was  perfect  for  the  City  Government  of 
years  ago.  It  was  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  serve 
with  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  revise  this  very 
charter  in  1865-6,  and  after  working  hours  and  hours, 
it  did  not  pass.  That  was  the  result  of  the  work  of  a 
committee.  I  think  the  result  of  the  work  of  a  com- 
mission would  be  more  satisfactory.  A  great  many 
questions  arose  then  and  will  arise  now— such  as  the 
tenure  of  office  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and 
Councilmen,  whether  they  should  serve  one,  two  or 
three  years;  whether  there  should  be  four  council- 
men  from  a  ward  or  not.  Of  course  four  gentlemen 
from  a  ward  are  not  going  to  vote  to  cut  down  their 
representation.  Let  us  have  an  honorary  commis- 
sion, who,  putting  all  their  experience  together,  will 
give  us  the  best  instrument  that  they  can,  one  fitted 
for  the  enlarged  wants  of  the  city,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  an  intelligent  City  Council  will  pass  it,  and 
if  they  don't  like  it  they  will  not  pass  it.  When  the 
present  charter  was  adopted  we  were  a  small  town. 
In  ten  days  we  have  almost  doubled  our  territory. 
We  may  have  future  annexations,  and  the  time  has 
come  when  we  should  have  a  new  charter.  There 
are  many  able  and  honorable  men  who  will  serve 
gratuitously;  while  twelve  men  in  this  Board  and 
sixty-four  men  in  the  Council  give  their  time  to  the 
city,  it  would  not  be  very  honorable  if  three  or  five 
men  could  not  be  found  to  serve  five  months  on  this 
work,  and  I  hope  we  will  give  them  the  opportunity 
to  do  so. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  don't  think  that  in  passing 
this  order  we  commit  ourselves  to  changing  tlie  char- 
ter. The  order  is  simply  one  of  inquiry,  and  it  is  a 
proper  inquiry  to  make.    I  am  inclined  to  favor  five 


persons -in  this  case,  although  ordinarily  I  would 
rather  have  three  on  a  commission.  This  is  a  thing 
to  be  well  considered.  Having  five  persons  enables 
us  to  secure  men  from  the  different  walks  of  life, 
men  experienced  in  different  ways.  On  this  ac- 
count I  should  prefer  five. 

Alderman  Quincy,  in  reply  to  statements  made, 
read  extracts  from  the  report  on  pages  two  and  five, 
and  said  if  the  Board  were  to  shut  their  eyes  and 
blindly  swallow  what  was  recommended  he  should 
oppose  the  commission  as  vigorously  as  he  advo- 
cated it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  from  Ward  3 
has  referred  to  the  fact  that  this  matter  was  before 
the  City  Council  some  time  ago.  My  recollection  of 
that  was  that  the  whole  thing  died  of  too  much  re- 
spectability. It  was  not  got  up  entirely  by  the  Ordi- 
nance Committee,  but  was  referred  to  a  distinct  com- 
mission, and  Judge  Curtis  reviewed  it.  The  com- 
mission was  not  tamiliar  with  the  workings  of  the 
City  Government,  and  1  fear  it  will  be  so  in  this  case. 
The  Mayor  will  appoint  five  persons,  and  I  fear  they 
will  not  know  the  changes  winch  are  needed.  I  liave 
an  amendment  which  I  will  oft'er,  which  tells  who  the 
commistiouers  shall  be,  and  who  will  at  once  engage 
on  this  work.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion, consisting  of  five  persons"  and  amend  so 
that  it  will  read,  "That  John  P.  Healy,  Samuel  P. 
McCleary,  Alfred  T.  Turner,  Leonard  R.  Cutter, 
James  M.  Bugbee,  Samuel  M.  Quiucy,  Benjamin 
Dean,  Thomas  Hills,  and  Edward  O.  Shepard',  be  a 
commission,"  etc.  On  this  commission  every  depart- 
ment of  tlie  City  Government  will  be  represented. 
The  gentlemen  named  must  furnish  the  bulk  of  the 
iiiformution  ihai  i  he  commission  will  desire.  This 
amendment  commends  itself  to  my  judgment,  and  I 
think  it  will  to  the  citizens  generally. 

Alderman  Gaflield— I  would  si mpiy  recall  to  the 
memory  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8,  and  ask  if 
he  does  n't  remember  that  just  such  a  committee  ex- 
pended a  great  deal  of  tuna  in  preparing  the  charter. 
It  was  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  to  be  put  in 
legal  form,  was  then  returned  to  us,  acted  upon,  and 
immediately  rejected. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  is  correct.  I 
think  on  the  first  motion  the  charter  was  rejected. 
It  was  because  the  matter  was  originated  and  carried 
through  in  a  way  that  did  not  commend  itself  to  the 
members  of  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Claik  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  should  have  no  objections  to 
giving  labor  to  the  city,  if  I  thought  the  committee 
proposed  would  do  it  better.  It  is  not  necessarily  a 
fact  that  the  gentlemen  will  have  to  come  to  City 
Hall  for  information.  [Alderman  Quincy  read 
another  extract  from  the  report  to  show  why  the 
work  should  be  done  by  those  not  at  present  actively 
in  the  City  Government.]  I  think  we  can  secure 
something  more  valuable  if  it  is  suggested  from  a 
class  of  persons  whom  it  is  supposed  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  appoint. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  wish  also  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  not  only  are  all  branches  of  the  City 
Government  represented,  but  also  both  political  par- 
ties, so  that  we  can  have  no  minority  reports.  I 
think  these  gentlemen  can  agree  upon  something 
which  will  commend  itself  to  the  City  Government. 
I  think  the  amendment  a  correct  one. 

Alderman  Gaffield- 1  believe  it  was  a  celebrated 
philosopher  who  said,  give  me  a  place  to  stand  upon 
and  I  will  move  the  world.  We  must- choose  people 
outside  of  the  Government  to  make  the  proper  im- 
provements in  the  charter.  The  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  very  strong.  No  person 
inside  the  (..'itv  Government  can  always  judge  best 
what  is  needed  outside.  If  we  could  see  ourselves  as 
others  see  .us,  sometimes,  we  might  do  better.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  sentleman  from  Ward  4  would 
much  prefer  to  have"  his  father  serve  on  that  com- 
mission than  himself.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
have  a  commission  from  outside  City  Hall. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost  by 
a  rising  vote  of  5  for  and  6  against,  and  the  order 
as  originally  reported  was  passed. 

Amotion  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  passed,  offer- 
ed by  Alderman  Quincy,  who  hoped  it  would  not 
prevail,  was  rejected. 

REGIMBNTAl,  AKMORIES, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  rtport  ol 
Committee  on  Armories  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  regimental  armories  in  this  city,  (City  Doc. 
No.  118.)  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy— T\ii8  order,  it  will  be  observed, 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  but  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
the  present  City  Council.  It  binds  neither  us  nor 
our  successors,  and  if  passed  will  be  taken  at  the 
State  House  for  exactly  what   it   is  worth.      Let   us 
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consider  first  the  matter  of  economy,  and  Secondly 
that  of  efficiency.  We  now  spend  beyond  the  State 
allowance  .f  12,000,  yearly,  for  armory  rents  in  the 
city.  This  amount  must,  under  the  new  law,  and  the 
present  system  be  greatly  increased,  if  not  doubled. 
The  statute  makes  it  our  imperative  duty  to  furnish 
each  company  with  a  suitable  armory,  and  prohibits 
its  use  for  other  purposes.  Companies  can  no  longer 
pay  the  excess  of  rent  above  the  allowance,  letting 
their  halls  for  balls  and  other  purposes.  The 
city  must  pay  the  whole  or  drive  from  the  ser 
vice  all  but  the  rich  companies.  Under  the  pres- 
ent system,  the  Armory  Committee  and  not  the  regi- 
mental or  battalion  commanders  are  expected  to 
be  posted  as  to  the  actual  needs  of  each  company, 
which  now  in  defiance  of  all  military  prmciple  and 
system  ignores  the  channels  and  comL.j  directly  to 
City  Hall  with  its  demands,  extravagant  or  reason- 
able as  the  case  may  be,  and  which  is  oftenest  the 
case  I  leave  the  Board  to  imagine.  The  committee 
does  its  best,  and  its  sub-committees  in  the  other 
branch  run  all  over  the  city  in  order  to  see  that  we 
are  not  impased  upon,  and  neglect  their  own  busi- 
ness to  perform  work  properly  belonging  to  regi- 
mental commanders,  who  if  they  had  to  do  it  could 
save  the  city  a  hundred  dollars  where  the  committee 
does  fifty.  A  committee  of  the  City  Government 
should  not  be  expected  to  employ  masons  and  cai*- 
penters  and  audit  their  bills  in  order  to  be  sure  that 
the  amounts  voted  are  properly  expended.  And  yet 
such  is  now  the  case. 

The  economy  over  the  present  system  of  the  regi- 
mental armory  owned  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  city, 
we  believe  to  be  such  that  in  a  very  few  years  the 
first  outlay  wouid  be  far  more  than  compensated,  and 
we  shall  only  wonder  why  the  present  cumbrous  and 
expensive  system,  or  rather  want  of  system,  was  so 
long  endured. 

Next  the  matter  of  efficiency.  It  does  not  need  in 
my  opinion  military  experience  to  perceive  at  once 
the  great  advantages  of  the  system  proposed  as  en- 
abling commanders  to  establish  and  enforce  a  regi- 
mental standard  of  discipline  and  of  drill.  I  mention 
these  qualities  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  for 
although  they  ought  to  go  together,  they  are  by  no 
means  identical.  For  example,  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment of  New  York  has  or  had  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing the  best  drilled  command  in  that  city,  but  on  the 
occasion  of  the  July  riot  the  Twenty-second  made 
for  itself  a  record  of  discipline  of  which  regular 
troops  might  well  be  proud.  Receiving,  as  the  casu- 
alty returns  show,  their  full  share  of  the  brickbats 
during  the  riot,  they  marched  back  to  their  armory 
whenlt  was  over  without  having  fired  a  shot.  The 
fact  that  others  yielded  to  their  excitement  and  fired 
without  orders  need  not  condemn  them,  for  regulars 
have  often  done  the  same  when  opposed  to 
a  mob.  The  red  coats  did  it  in  State 
street  when  the  crowd  were  pelting  them 
and  the  two  massacres  of  the  Paris  boulevards  by 
which  in  turn  Louis  Philippe  lost  a  throne  and 
Louis  Napoleon  waded  to  one,  were  both  caused 
by  troops  of  the  line  firing  without  orders.  But  to 
American  militia,  who  can  show  steadiness  superior 
to  that  of  European  regulars,  all  honor  should  be 
allowed.    Now  my  point  is,  that  this  discipline,  this 


coolness  and  self  command  is  largely  due  to  the  con- 
fidence which  the  companies  have  in  each  other  and 
their  regimental  officers— a  confidence  impossible  to 
expect  when  they  are  brought  together  only  during 
a  three  days'  muster.  And  in  the  matter  of  drill 
what  incentive  more  powerful  than  the  emulation 
resulting  from  contiguity?  The  best-drilled  company 
would  labor  to  preserve  their  reputation,  the  worst 
drilled  one  lose  theirs,  to  the  manifest  elevation  of 
the  whole.  The  committee  have  called  attention  to 
the  self-evident  fact  that  when  the  services  of  the 
militia  are  needed,  their  prompt  arrival  is  no  less  es- 
sential than  that  of  firemen  at  a  fire.  When  they 
shall  be  concentrated  as  proposed  what  more  simple 
than  to  call  them  together  in  the  same  manner,  by 
an  established  stroke  of  the  bells  as  a  signal  for  eith- 
er or  both? 

It  has  not  surprised  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  one 
assertion  m  the  committee's  report  has  elicited,  in 
some  quarters,  expressions  of  indignant  disbelief. 
It  is  that  to  the  effect  that  our  regiments  cannot  as 
yet  court  comparison  with  those  of  New  York.  There 
are  among  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  certain  peculiar  Bos- 
tonian  institutions  which  are  held  in  a  manner  sacred, 
and  to  whose  defects  or  doubtful  influence  eyes 
must  be  resolutely  closed.  To  doubt  the  propriety 
of  the  jury  exemption  enjoyed  by  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company  is  as  high  treason  as 
to  question  the  divine  right  of  kings.  But  our  militia 
are  not  ancients  or  templars  or  sons  of  Malta,  but 
something  widely  different  from  either,  and  that  is, 
soldiers— soldiers  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  may  be 
ordered  tomorrow  to  stand  between  us  and  the  crim- 
inal classes,  or  to  protect  our  property  from  pillage. 
With  soldiers  we  cannot  safely  follow  the  amiable 
course  of  being  to  their  faults  a  little  blind  and  to 
their  virtues  wondrous  kind,  or,  when  the  day  of  trial 
comes,  we  may  find  that  we  lean  on  a  rotten  staff.  I 
have  just  received  a  communication  from  a  gentleman 
of  high  position  and  long  experience  in  the  militia, 
who  speaks  of  the  concentration  and  consolidation 
proposed  as  the  only  plan  which  will  rescue  the 
militia  from  the  plight  it  is  in  now.  And  our  day  of 
trial,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  not  be  far  distant.  The 
elements  of  danger  are  not  wanting.  A  year  ago  we 
complacently  believed  that  a  Chicago  fire  could 
never  happen  to  us,  and  today  we  think  the  same  in 
regard  to  a  New  York  riot.  We  have  been  pretty 
roughly  shaken  out  of  one  delusion,  and  should 
do  well  to  arouse  ourselves  in  time  from  the  other. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  customary  to  intrust  the  matter  of  petitioning 
the  Legislature  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  the  gentleman  would  move 
an  amendment  to  that  effect  I  will  accept  it.  I 
presume  the  Committee  on  Armories  will  be  put  in 
communication  with  the  commander-in-chief  in  re- 
gard to  this  subject.  I  will,  therefore,  move  to  strike 
out  the  words  "Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Armories,"  and  substitute  the  words  "his  Honor  the 
Mayor." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    33,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening  at  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  PKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  (recom- 
mended in  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Health)  of 
the  petition  of  Joshua  H.  Pitman,  to  be  paid  for 
damages  on  account  of  Smallpox  Hospii;al. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  of 
the  order  of  16th  inst.,  to  cancel  sale  of  Old  Mather 
Schoolhouse. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Campbell 
&  Brooks,  for  inquiry  into  award  for  building  new 
ferry  boat.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  E.  Good- 
fellow  to  enlarge  his  wooden  building,  Dorchester 
avenue.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  of  Committee  on  Armories  in 
favor  of  the  establishment  of  regimental  armories  in 
this  city,  on  certain  conditions  [City  Document  No. 
118,]  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  of  the  order 
the  words,  "the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries," and  insert  "His  Honor  the  Mayor."    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  soundings  and  borings  to  be 
made  to  ascertain  character  of  foundations  required 
for  Eastern-avenue  Bridge,  at  not  exceeding  $2000. 
Read  once. 

Order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  to 
change  boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Newton 
so  as  10  include  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  within  lim- 
its of  Boston.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  new  Mather 
Schoolhouse  to  be  furnished,  and  to  complete  filling 
and  grading  around  said  schoolhouse  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4.t5o.    Read  once. 

ANNEXATION. 

The  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
next  Legislature  to  annex  to  Boston  so  much  of 
Brookline  as  lies  north  of  southerly  line  of  Brighton 
avenue,  in  order  to  form  a  connection  between 
Brighton  and  the  old  portion  of  the  city  having  been 
read  once,  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  amend  to 
strike  out  all  between  the  word  "lies"  and  insert  the 
words  "north  of  Muddy  River  as  far  as  Longwood 
avenue  and  north  of  the  southerly  line  of  Longwood 
avenue  and  north  of  the  southerly  line  of  Beacon 
street  to  the  old  line  of  the  town  of  Brighton." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  inquire  seme  reason 
for  this  proposed  change.  This  is  a  proposition  to 
cut  the  town  of  Brookline  in  two;  and  if  that  was 
intended  it  should  be  so  understood.  The  preposi- 
tion which  came  from  the  other  branch  was  to  run  a 
line  out  on  the  line  of  Beacon  street,  so  that  Brigh- 
ton may  be  absolutely  connected  with  Boston.  If  it 
is  intended  to  cut  Brookline  in  two,  I  shall  vote 
against  it.  If  we  are  to  have  anything,  we  had  bet- 
ter have  the  whole  town  of  Brookline.  I  have  no 
interest  there  [laughter],  although  my  friends  tried 
hard  to  give  me  one.  I  have  n't  been  in  that  town 
over  fifteen  minutes  but  once  for  fifteen  months. 

Mr.  .Jones  of  Ward  14 — If  any  one  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  map  prepared  by  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  on  Annexation  he  will  find  that 
the  land  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  other  branch  is 
a  narrow  strip.  It  only  gives  a  part  of  the  road  from 
Brookline  to  Beacon  street,  and  thence  to  the  reser- 
voir. This  proposition  gives  a  direct  avenue  to  the 
reservoir  and  the  town  of  Brighton. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .^— If  that  were  all  I  would  not 
say  a  word.  But  it  is  not.  There  are  certain  parties, 
real-estate  speculators,  owning  a  large  part  of  the 
town  of  Brookline,  who  want  to  be  set  off  to 
Boston  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  town.  I 
hope  that  we,  as  representatives  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  will  not  commit  ourselves  to  a 
certain  line  of  policy,  which  we  do  not  understand. 
I  have  been  in  favor  of  annexation  throughout, 
although  I  believe  the  whole  thmg,  so  far,  is  illegal. 
I  have  no  objection  to  cutting  oft'  a  little  piece  of 
Brookline,  biit  I  do  think  a  great  many  of  the  citizens 
of  that  town  will  object  to  being  cut  up  in  this  way 
until  the  people  are  allowed  to  come  up  here  and  be 
heard. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail.  All  of  us  are  convinced  of  the  impor- 
tance of  annexing  some  part  of  Brookline  in  order  to 
connect  with  Brighton.  The  people  of  Brookline 
will     have   a   chance    to    oppose     it    before    the 


Legislature.  The  question  is  whether  7000 
people  are  to  intervene  to  prevent  what 
will  be  demanded  by  three  hundred  thou- 
sand. Mr.  Brackett  read  extracts  from  the  Com- 
monwealth and  Traveller  indorsing  the  plan  indi- 
cated in  the  amendment,  and  he  thought  it  would 
commend  itself  to  a  larger  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston. 

Mr  Jones  of  Ward  14 — I  know  nothing  of  real- 
estate  speculators,  but  after  an  examination  of  the 
map  I  think  this  plan  will  commend  itself  to  the 
members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— A  question  of  so  much 
importance  ought  to  be  understood  a  gieat  deal 
better  than  this  one  is  before  the  Council 
commits  itself.  I  consider  it  of  no  importance 
whether  we  describe  the  lands  or  leave  it  to 
the  Legislature  to  say  which  will  be  best.  I  think  it 
ought  to  go  before  a  committee,  but  I  think  an 
amendment  should  be  offered  which  would  leave  the 
lines  open  a  little,  to  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6 — I  feel  that  I  am  voting  in 
the  dark,  and  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  order  in 
more  definite  shape.  I  propose  to  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  annex  to  Boston  so  mxich  of  the 
town  of  Brookline  as  may  be  necessary  to  form  a 
suitable  connection  between  Brighton  and  the  old 
portion  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  objected  to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr. 
Jones's  amendment. 

Mr.  Flynii  of  Ward  7  thought  the  amendments  were 
the  game  in  substance,  and  the  one  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  should  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative 
Business. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Order  authorizing  the  Water  Board  to  take  and 
convey  into  the  city  the  water  of  Sudbury  River,  and 
to  hold  by  purchase,  or  otherwise,  any  water  rights 
and  lands  connected  therewith  necessary  for  the 
purpose,  on  the  conditions  set  forth  in  said  order. 

On  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said— 

This  is  a  matter  of  too  much  importance  and  in- 
volving too  much  expense  to  be  passed  over  with- 
out consideration;  no  one  knows  to  what  expense  it 
may  lead.  Since  I  have  been  a  member  of  any  legis- 
lative body  no  such  sweeping  order  has  ever  been  of- 
fered. It  covers  everything  between  here  and  Sud- 
bury River,  the  rights  of  railroads,  manufacturers 
and  the  people.  Mr.  Shaw  read  an  editorial  in  the 
Boston  Herald  and  an  extract  from  another  in  the  Ad- 
vertiser advocating  a  postponement  on  account  of  the 
great  expense  and  calling  for  a  thorough  investigation 
Into  the  capacity  of  Mystic  River.  Mr.  Shaw  next  read 
the  City  Engineer's  statements  before  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  the  subject  of  the  Mystic  River  water 
supply  and  continued.  In  city  document  No.  29,  the 
report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  I  find  the 
following  figures: 

Gals. 
The  daily  supply  of  water  from  the  Cochituate 

Lake,  "In  a  year  of  light   rainfall"  Is 12,000,01)0 

[See  page  6,  Cochituate  'Water  Board's  report 
March.  ls73.  City  Doc.  29  ] 
The  daily  supply  from  Mystic  Lake,  "in  a  year 

of  minimum  rainfall"  is 17,500,000 

[Sec  page  66,  same  document.] 
Total 29,500,000 

Territory  now  supplied  by  water  from  Lake  Co- 
chituate dally 16,000,000 

Territory  now  supulled  from  Mystic  Lake 5,113,930 

Total 21,113,930 

Deduct  amount  consumed,  say  21,113,930  from 
29,.500,000  and  we  have  left  8,386,070  as  the  surplus  of 
present  ready  supply,  over  the  quantity  consumed, 
and  this  without  anything  from  Sudbury  River:  thus 
leaving  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  supply,  ac- 
cording to  present  rate  of  consumption,  150,000  more 
inhabitants  than  we  now  have,  or  about  450,000  peo- 
ple. 

Chapter  177  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1873 
provides  for  the  taking  of  water  from  Sudbury  River 
upon  the  terms  of  chapter  67,  acts  of  1846,  section  6, 
and  chapter  187  of  the  acts  of  1849  and  chapter  16, 
acts  of  1850,  make  similar  provisions.  [Mr.  Shaw 
read  the  acts.]  Now  it  is  evident  that  without  dis- 
turbing Sudbury  River  at  all,  we  have  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water  to  supply  150,000  more  inhabitants 
than  we  now  have. 

The  expenses  of  laying  a  new  conduit,  which  the 
Water  Board  say  with  contingent  expenses  will  be 
$4,788,318,  if  we  take  the  Sudbury  River  water  will 
be  absolutely  required,  and  the  present  conduit  is 
now  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity  to  conduct  the  pres- 
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ent  supply  from  Lake  Cochituate.  Again,  direct 
damages  on  tlie  whole  line  of  Sudbury  River  -.vill  be 
claimed,  and  collateral  damages  on  Concord  River 
and  by  the  large  manufacturing  companies  at  Lowell, 
they  being  afEected  in  their  source  of  supply. 

Better  then  stop  this  work,  cast  about  and  see 
where  we  stand,  and  even  if  at  some  slight  expense, 
rather  than  run  the  gauntlet,  with  a  liability  of  claims 
upon  the  city  from  corporations  and  individuals,  per- 
haps to  the  amount  of  millions. 

1  have  made  these  statements  to  show  to  what  we 
are  tending.  I  have  been  told  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  City  Engineer  to  estimate  what  the  damages 
will  be.  If  it  is,  let  us  Isnow  it.  This  matter  should 
be  properly  referred  and  understood.  If  a  matter  of 
this  kiiidis  to  be  considered  in  this  otf-hand  manner 
I  think  some  one  else  ought  to  come  here  and  sit  in 
our  places.  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of  an  additional 
supply  of  water  as  any  man  in  Boston,  but  when  we 
are  going  into  a  thing  of  this  kind  without  its  being 
properly  understood,  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  raise  my 
voice  against  it. 

Mr.  f hacher  of  Ward  1.^— The  gentleman  speaks 
of  this  matter  as  being  a  new  thing.  I  hold  in  my 
band  the  journal  of  the  Common  Council,  March  20, 
1873,  when  the  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water;  on  April 
4,  187.'J,  the  report  came  back  from  the  Water  Com- 
mittee and  the  order  took  its  first  reading  April  10; 
one  week  later,  the  order  authorizing  the  loan  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  take  water  from 
Sudbury  was  passed,  and  among  the  yeas  I  find  the 
name  of  the  member  from  Ward  5.  This  order 
does  not  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  money. 
The  appropriation  was  passed  April  10. 
What  we  ask  is  to  confer  on  the  Water 
Board,  as  agents  of  the  c'.ty,  the  right  to  seize  The 
land  and  liver,  it  was  supposed,  until  within  a  few 
days,  that  the  Board  had  that  right,  but  it  was  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that  the  order  was 
introduced,  I  will  call  attention  to  one  fact,  stated 
in  the  article  read  from  the  Herald.  It  says  that  2.5,- 
000,000  gallons  are  wasted  daily  over  the  dam  at  Mys- 
tic Lake.  I  went  to  the  .vlystic  Board  myself,  and 
found  that  not  a  drop  had  gone  over  that  dam 
in  five  months.  This  year  the  lake  has  been  lower 
than  ever  before.  It  has  lowered  seven  or  eight 
feet. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  have  been  surprised  to 
hear  some  of  the  figures  that  the  gentleman  has 
tiiven  us,  and  we  should  consider  the  subject  very 
carefully.  One  of  the  most  serious  questions  is  that 
of  a  water  supply.  The  terrible  picture  drawn  by  the 
gentleman  cannot  be  questioned,  but  it  cannot  be  com- 
pared with  the  still  more  terrible  result  of  a  city  fall- 
ing short  of  water.  We  must  have  water  and  the  ob- 
taining of  fresh  water  is  one  of  our  problems.  It  is 
easy  to  find  fault,  but  can  the  gentleman  suggest 
where  to  look  for  a  supply  of  water,  where  it  can  be 
found  cheaper.  We  should  not  forget  that  we  are  a  great 
municipality,  growing  very  rapidly,  especially  if  an- 
nexation is  voted  in  such  a  wholesale  manner  as  has 
recently  been  done.  It  appears  that  the  Committee 
on  Water  looked  carefully  over  the  wliole  matter  and 
reported  Sudbury  River  as  the  most  available.  We 
acted  upon  that  report.  The  initial  expenditure  has 
been  made,  the  ground  has  been  broken,  plans  have 
been  made  for  going  on,  and  now  they  come  here  to 
ask  for  authority  that  they  supposed  they  had.  Tak- 
ing this  view  of  it  and  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
has  figured  up  a  few  thousand  gallons  more  than  the 
actual  demands  of  the  city  require,  it  makes  little 
difference.  The  city  is  growing.  If  that  committee 
has  not  been  mistaken  in  its  report  the  expense  is  not 
large  enough  to  compensate  lor  the  loss  the  city  would 
suller  if  the  water  was  not  sufl:icient  in  case  of  any 
emergency.  I  hope  we  shall  realize  that  we  are  a 
growing  municipality  and  need  more  water. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  agree  with  the  last  speak- 
er. We  must  have  water;  we  have  got  it  in  Mystic 
River.  I  have  been  all  through  the  arrangements, 
and  I  find  that  the  supply  of  water  in  Mystic  River 
will  be  all  that  is  necessary  for  Boston  and  the  ad- 
joining towns.  Woburn  is  supiilied.  The  waste 
water  alone  is  enough  to  supply  Boston.  The 
city  should  build  a  reservoir  to  hold  that  water. 
I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  the 
water  supply  of  Mystic  River  is  enough  to 
give  us  all  that  is  needed  without  damming 
the  river.  A  great  cry  was  raised  aboui 
Mystic  water.  We  have  got  it;  the  pipes  are  con- 
nected with  the  city,  and  I  can't  see  what  object 
there  is  in  taking  water  from  Sudbury  River  when 
we  have  a  good  supply. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— This  matter  was  fully  can- 
vassed by  the  Water  Board  more  than  a  year  ago, 
when  the  supply  in  Lake  Cochituate  was  so  low  that 
the  water  was  below  the  conduit.  The  Engineer 
made   a   very   careful   examination  of  the  various 


sources  in  the  State,  and  finally  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Sudbury  River  was  the  most  available.  The 
Committee  on  water  fully  concurred  with  him  and 
so  reported.  The  Water  Board  asked  for  an  appropri- 
ation of  .$500,000  to  commence  operations.  That  appro- 
priation has  already  been  made,  a  contract  has  been 
made  to  build  the  tunnel  four  thousand  feet  long, 
and  work  on  it  has  already  commenced.  But  at  a 
late  day  the  board  supposed  that  by  chapter  177  of 
the  acts  of  1872  they  had  authority  to  go  ahead  and 
make  the  necessary  surveys,  etc.,  but  in  consultation 
with  the  City  Solicitor,  he  gave  the  opinion  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  City  Council  to  vote  authority  to 
the  Water  Board  to  do  it,  and  this  order  is  simply  to 
give  the  boarc  the  authority  which  the  Legislature  of 
1872  gave  them  authority  to  do.  If  we  are  to  have 
Sudbury  River  it  is  time  this  order  was  passed.  If 
we  are  to  take  the  back  track  and  get  Mystic,  that  is 
another  matter.  This  water  supply  is  the  greatest 
question  that  we  have  had  before  us,  or  will  have  for 
years  to  come.  Boston  will  require  all  that  she  can 
get  from  both  Mystic  Lake  and  Sudbury  River. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  don't  come  here  to  make  a 
fool  of  myself,  nor  do  I  bring  figures  that  won't  bear 
the  test.  I  am  aware  it  is  unpopular  about  City  Hall 
to  speak  against  these  extravagances.  I  have  n't  a 
word  to  say  in  favor  of  this  measure.  I  was  in  the 
Legislature  when  this  bill  was  passed,  and  I  did  n't 
vote  for  it  because  I  thought  no  sound  lawyer  would 
consider  some  of  its  provisions  legal.  It  is  brought 
here  in  plausible  shape,  but  I  am  looking 
at  the  collateral  consequencs  when  the  le- 
gal heads  of  Middlesex  County  shall  claim  for 
the  corporations  of  Lowell  a  million  dollars  damages, 
and  the  city  cannot  keep  from  paying  it.  It  is  illegal 
for  the  city  to  undertake  to  take  the  land  and  water 
of  people  living  on  the  banks  or  on  the  line  of  the 
rivei.  The  press  doesn't  take  hold  of  this  matter 
without  some  knowledge  of  it.  It  is  foolish  economy, 
which  is  practised  by  many,  to  ijeep  down  proper 
improvements;  but  it  is  proper  economy  to  look  into 
every  order  which  Is  proposed  here.  It  isn't  that 
people  are  not  willing  to  pay  money,  but  they 
don't  properly  examine  the  case.  It  is  the  millions 
we  are  to  pay  by  and  by.  The  people  haven't 
had  a  chance  to  pass  upon  this  matter. 
My  friend  from  Ward  11  says  it  is  easy  to  find  fault. 
We  are  within  two  months  of  the  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature. It  is  easy  for  us  to  go  there  and  get  some 
modification  of  this  law,  without  the  liability  of  be- 
ing mulcted  in  millions  for  damage.  We  have  been 
urged  to  annex  Charlestown,  and  water  was  the  great 
desideratum.  Now  we  have  got  the  water  we  are 
told  that  to  make  it  available  we  have  got  to  spend  a 
million  or  two  of  dollars.  I  was  n't  going  to  be  hum- 
bugged into  voting  for  the  annexation  of  Charles- 
town  on  such  a  proposition.  If  I  stand  here  alone  I 
do  not  propose  to  take  any  back  track.  I  have  com- 
mon sense  enough  to  see  that  we  are  marching  along 
in  a  straight  line  toward  being  mulcted  in  from  five 
to  six  millions  at  least  from  the  corporations  in 
Lowell.  If  these  considerations  are  worth  no  thought 
I  am  willing  to  abide  by  the  result.  Unless  it  can  be 
shown  by  this  report  that  I  am  wrong,  I  shall  stand 
up  against  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— It  is  distinctly  understood 
that  there  will  be  jreat  damages,  and  that  matter  was 
fully  understood  at  the  State  House,  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Legislation  had  to  fight  it  through.  We  know 
we  can't  do  it  without  paying  great  damages.  I  am 
surprised  when  the  gentleman  reads  articles  from  the 
newspapers  that  he  reads  but  one  side.  He  ought  to 
have  read  an  article  from  the  Journal  in  favor  of  this 
plan,  which  I  am  sorry  I  left  at  home. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  don't  know  that  any 
one  has  urged  this  matter  to  be  pushed  through  to- 
night. I  only  ask  the  gentleman  to  give  some  substi- 
tute. He  does  n  't  give  us  any  plan.  I  don't  see  how 
he  can  get  the  Legislature  to  relieve  us  from  paying 
damages.  If  the  committee  haven't  hit  the  right 
source,  let  us  get  some  other.  We  admit  all  the  gen- 
tleman says,  but  can  it  be  done  cheaper?  It  must  be 
done. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  further  postponed  until  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

REVISION  OP  THE  CITY  CHAKTEK, 

Report  of  the  Commitee  on  Ordinances  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order  on  the  8th  page  of 
City  Doc.  No.  115,  1873,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  to  examine  and  report  what  changes  are 
necessary  in  the  Charter  and  Laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city,  in  view  of  the  prospective  increase 
in  area  and  population. 

The  order  waf-  read  once. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  Council  will  con- 
cur with  the  Board  in  passing  this  order.  It  has  been 
conferred  upon  three  or  four  times  and  everything  has 
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been  said  that  can  be  said.  It  is  simply  an  order  of 
inquiry,  and  does  n't  commit  us  to  anything.  When 
that  report  is  made  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss 
it.  I  have  been  very  patient  all  summer  for  this  thing 
and  have  consented  to  a  recommitment,  and  I  shall 
not  consent  to  any  more.    I  am  done  with  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  had  the  honor  to  sign  a 
minority  report  for  the  reason  that  to  my  mind  there 
had  been  no  reason  given  why  any  such  commission 
shjuld  be  appointed.  It  was  suggested  that  the  city 
had  grown  large  and  was  getting  a  great  deal  larger 
and  for  that  reason  it  was  like  a  boy  who  had  out- 
grown his  breeches — and  that  was  the  only  reason 
given.  Our  system  of  city.  State  and  national  gov- 
ernment are  all  borrowed  from  the  constitution  of 
England,  and  all  have  three  departments,  one  execu- 
tive and  two  legislative  bodies,  and  that  is  substan- 
tially all  that  a  city  charter  amounts  to.  It  has  some- 
thing about  the  election  of  Assessors  and  the  School 
Committee,  but  the  great  necessity  of  a  charter  is 
that  it  provide  for  a  municipal  corporation.  It  pro- 
vides for  a  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council, 
and  for  filling  vacancies  when  they  occur.  And  what 
more  will  it  do  when  it  is  revised?  In  these  times  of 
annexation  it  is  rather  curious  to  recur  to  the  history 
of  the  metropolis  of  London,  which  has  no  more  in- 
habitants than  it  had  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Second.  If  we  have  got  a  good  charter  which 
answers  our  purpose,  it  is  best  to  hold  on  to  it, 
unless  some  reason  is  given  for  a  change.  We 
have  been  going  on  just  as  if  it  were  impossible 
to  have  steamers  come  to  our  harbor  unlpss  we  an- 
nexed more  territory.  I  only  speak  of  this  because 
once  in  a  while  people  get  an  idea  of  change  and 
when  once  started  they  go  ahead  until  they  have  to 
take  the  back  track.  Everybody  deems  the  charter 
excellent  except  for  the  size  of  the  city.  Yon  have 
got  something  working  well,  in  some  directions,  and 
if  you  get  a  new  thing,  as  I  said  in  regard  to  the 
Fire  Department,  you  don't  know  how  it  is  going 
to  work.  This  charter  is  a  thing  of  which  we 
may  .instly  be  proud.  I  should  hold  on  to  it, 
adding  what  is  necessary  each  year,  but  mak- 
ing changes  as  they  are  needed.  I  remember 
reading  some  years  ago  of  some  learned  men  who 
undertook  to  frame  on  paper  a  good  system  of 
government,  but  they  found  out  their  mistake.  That 
is  the  best  which,  on  the  whole,  works  well,  that 
answers  your  purposes  and  enables  you  to  go  through 
with  the  practical  affairs  of  this  life.  See  where  the 
charter  can  be  amended.  I  ttiink  it  might  be  desir 
able  in  view  of  the  increase  of  this  body  that  it 
would  be  well  to  lessen  the  representation.  But  who 
can  .iudge  of  that  better  than  this  body  itself.  Why 
should  we  have  a  commission  to  overhaul  this 
venerable  charter  which  seems  to  answer  every 
purpose?  Well,  a  Metropolitan  Board  of  Public 
works  is  suggested  by  the  majority.  That  is  the 
mischief  of  getting  an  idea  started.  When  yon  start 
on  one  of  these  notions  of  improvement  your  hobby 
horses  have  to  be  ridden.  We  have  a  Board  of 
Health  and  now  we  are  to  have  a  Commission  on  the 
Fire  Department,  and  now  here  comes  up  the  proposi- 
tion to  have  two  more,  a  Board  of  Public  Works  and  a 
Police  Commission.  By  and  by  you  can't  tell  how 
this  thing  Is  governed.  At  the  State  House  there  are 
so  many  commissions  that  it  would  puzzle  a  Phila- 
delphia lawyer  to  find  out  how  things  ai'e  done.  Why 
should  this  great  change  take  place  without  some  bet- 
ter reason  being  given  for  it?  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1()  says  it  is  a  matter  of  inquiry,  and  don't 
amount  to  much.  Why  don't  you  make  inquiries 
about  your  city  charter  that  you  are  proud  of  without 
sending  it  to  a  commission  to  tinker  and  fuss  over? 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  said  this  was  a  matter  of 
inquiry,  and  could  n't  do  much  harm  and  might  do 
much  good.  The  Philadelphia  lawyers  may  be  puz- 
zled, but  the  Boston  lawyers  appear  to  be  raising  the 
objection.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

Lost  by  a  rising  vote — .3  for  and  41  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  say  something  on 
this  question;  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
makes  a  very  happy  illustration.  The  city  charter 
is  like  the  snowball  with  which  the  boys  play. 
It  began  in  18'22  when  the  city  contained  49,000 
inhabitants.  It  was  accepted  by  the  people  and 
served  their  purpose  until  1854,  when  the  people 
were  wise  enough  to  have  it  remodelled.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  some  more  figures  [laughter].  In  1873.  we 
have  27.5,000  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  the  territory 
voted  to  be  annexed.  The  gentleman  says  some  one 
has  proposed  to  do  away  with  one  branch  of  the  City 
Government,  as  if  such  a  thing  had  ever  been  thought 
of.  I  never  heard  any  such  suggestion  made.  In 
1822,  when  this  charter  was  accepted  by  the  people, 
Boston  had  only  .3000  acres  of  territory.  That  was 
fifty-one  years  ago.  In  1854  when  it  was  remodelled 
and  revised,  Boston  had  3100  acres,  and  153,000  popu- 
lation.    That   was   nineteen   years   ago.     Now   we 


have  a  territory  of  9902  acres.  The  expendi- 
tures for  the  fiscal  year  1822-23  were  $172,369  70; 
for  1853-4,  when  the  charter  was  revised,  $3,.367,418  92; 
in  1872-3,  $16,087,393  95.  The  debt  of  the  city  in 
1822-3  was  $101,388  65;  in  1853-4,  the  consolidated 
debt  was  $7,415,869  05;  in  1872-3,  the  consolidated 
debt  is  $31,841,156  44,  to  which  must  be  added  the 
five  million  which  have  been  passed  upon  and  have 
not  yet  gone  into  the  funded  debt,  which  makes  the 
actual  debt  of  Boston  today  about  thirty-seven 
million  dollars.  It  has  increased  from  $101,000  when 
the  charter  was  first  adopted,  to  $37,000,000..  In 
1822  the  police  force  consisted  of  six  men;  in 
1854  there  were  two  hundred,  and  now  everybody 
who  has  tried  to  get  a  friend  on  the  force  knows 
there  are  575  men.  In  1854  we  had  n't  any 
horse  railroads;  now  the  number  of  miles  of  track  is 
seventy-five,  and  the  passengers  carried  over  them  in 
1872  were  thirty-seven  millions.  I  leave  out  of  this 
statement  the  whole  of  the  travel  ©ver  the  steam  rail- 
roads. The  gentleman  says  he  sees  no  cause  for 
building  up  the  little  charter  made  in  1822  and  re- 
vised in  18.54,  when  there  has  been  this  immense  in- 
crease in  population  and  property.  These  figures 
show  there  is  reason  enough.  In  1854  the  imports 
into  Boston  were  $4.5,985,545;  in  1872-3,  $68,083,267^ 
showing  a  gain  of  flftv  per  cent,  since  the  last  revi- 
sion. The  exports  in'  1854  were  $16,408,341 ;  in  1872-3 
they  were  ,$27,038,929,  showing  a  gain  of  seventy  per 
cent.  So  much  f cr  figures.  Now  I  am  going  to  refer 
to  a  matter  to  which  I  have  referred  once  before. 
Mr.  Shaw  then  reviewed  his  statements  at  the  pre- 
vious meeting  relative  to  the  approval  of  bills  by  the 
chairmen  of  committees,  which  should  never,  in  his 
opinion,  be  allowed.  I  don't  know,  said  he,  that  any 
chairman  has  ever  done  wrong,  but  I  say  it  is  a  dan- 
gerous tendency.  If  for  nothing  else,  I  think  the 
city  charter  should  be  revised  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting a  clause  that  every  appropriation  brought  be- 
fore a  committee  shall  not  be  carried  except  by  a  ma- 
jority vote.  That  is  what  the  people  mean,  and  pro- 
pose to  have  it  done.  There  should  also  be  a  Joint 
Committee  on  Expenditures,  to  examine  every 
expenditure  before  it  shall  be  aeted  upon,  so  that  the 
committee  shall  be  able  to  say  what  it  is  proposed  to 
do,  and  when  an  explanation  is  asked  here,  an  intel- 
ligent answer  may  be  had.  People  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  management  of  their  representatives  in  the 
City  Government.  Let  us  try  to  make  such  laws  for 
the  control  of  the  city  as  will  work  for  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  city  and  the  citizens. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  listen  to  the  gentleman 
with  very  great  pleasure  when  he  talks  about 
the  people.  I  am  opposed  to  a  revision  of 
the  city  charter,  if  it  is  going  to  oppose  giving 
the  chairman  authority  to  approve  bills.  What 
is  needed  is  a  good  chairman  at  the 
head  of  a  committee.  It  will  stop  junketing.  I 
stand  here  as  clean  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
does.  What  does  he  take  us  for?  a  pack  of  thieves? 
[Laughter.]  I  fail  to  find  any  of  the  people  making 
this  hue  and  cry  in  any  ward.  So  far  as  this  revision 
of  the  city  charter  is  concerned,  I  hope  it  will  never 
take  from'the  chairman  of  a  committee  the  power  to 
approve  bills.  Your  Repuolican  party,  which  has  a 
majoritj',  should  put  up  some  honest  men,  an -if 
you  have  n't  got  any,  they  can  come  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  For  my  part  I  would  like  to  have  this 
matter  of  a  commission  go  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  fail  to  see  how  any  single 
member  of  the  Council  should  object  to  the  passage 
of  this  order.  It  does  n't  specify  or  recommend  any 
changes  in  the  city  charter.  If  the  word  commission 
had  not  been  used  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
would  n't  have  made  this  chronic  objection.  He  says 
there  are  changes  needed  in  the  charter.  If  so,  why 
does  he  refuse  to  have  the  commissioners  appointed? 
When  the  changes  are  recommended  we  can  act  upon 
them.  I  understand  the  gentleman  in  one  place  to 
say  that  the  charier  is  well  enough,  but  in  another 
place  he  says  if  changes  are  needed  let  us  do  it  here. 
When  the  changes  are  recommended  the  discussion 
of  them  will  come  in  very  properly.  It  is  taking  up 
time  for  nothing.  I  have  just  read  over  the 
minority  report,  and  the  only  thing  they  say  is  that  it 
was  Jdrawn  by  Chief-Justice  Shaw,  and  it  would  be 
perfectly  absurd  to  make  any  change  in  it.  I  don't 
know  that  we  should  be  called  upon  to  make  any 
changes,  but  if  the  gentleman  himself  was  on  that 
commission,  I  think  we  should  have  some  changes 
recommended.  It  is  only  for  the  commission  to  ex- 
amine and  see  whether  any  changes  would  be  in 
place. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  has  exactly  stated  the  case.  He  gives  no  reason 
why  a  commission  shall  be  appointed.  He  says 
he  don't  know  that  there  will  be  any  changes 
made,  and  yet  why  not  appoint  a  commission?  I 
never    said   changes  were  necessary,  but  I  said  when 
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changes  become  necessary  then  make  the  specified 
change.  I  don't  know  any  changes  which  are  neces- 
sary. You  don't  need  to  revise  the  charter  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  or  diminishing  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. We  have  lived  and  prospered  under 
this  venerable  charter,  and  from  a  small  population 
we  have  got  to  be  hundreds  of  thousands;  until  our 
valuation  is  immense.  The  gentleman  comes  up  with 
an  array  of  figures,  but,  gave  not  the  slightest  reason 
in  the  world  for  a  change.  He  would  have  something 
to  prevent  committees  permitting  the  chairmen  to 
approve  bills.  That  is  the  great  maggot  in  his  brain. 
The  majority  have  stepped  outside  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Mayor  and  bring  in  this  matter. 
It  would  be  an  enormous  expense  to  codify  the 
laws,  general  and  special,  relating  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. If  you  do  that  you  have  got  to  have  all  the 
laws  relating  to  the  towns,  for  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men have  the  same  powers  as  the  Selectmen. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6-  The  gentleman  tells  us 
that  we  sliould  n't  adopt  this  order  for  the  commis- 
sion to  revise  this  charter,  because  we  have  lived  un- 
der an  instrument  drawn  by  Chief-Justice  Shaw. 
I  have  never  seen  the  original  charter,  but 
all  that  I  have  seen  was  the  one  adopted 
in  1854.  Now  in  that  charter  there  appears 
to  be  six  sections  afEected  by  legislation.  People 
are  supposed  to  know  what  changes  are  needed  in 
the  charter,  and  all  that  is  proposed  to  do  is  to  have 
the  Mayor  select  some  wi^e-headed  citizens  who  shall 
present  to  the  Legit^lature,  after  it  has  been  approved 
by  the  City  Council,  a  charter  to  be  adopted.  The 
gentleman  says  the  city  of  London  has  not  changed 
its  population  for  a  certain  time.  He  knows  very 
well  that  the  city  of  London,  which  lies  within  the 
circuit  of  its  old  walls,  is  not  the  city  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  read  of  in  history.  London  is  gov- 
erned principally  by  a  Board  of  Public  Works, 
appointed  by  Parliament,  and  yet  the  gentle- 
man would  have  us  believe  that  the  old  city  charter 
suffices  for  so  many  changes.  London  is  not  com- 
parable to  Boston  in  the  completeness  of  its  charter. 
People  who  live  in  that  metropolis  recognize  this 
fact.  Practically  London  has  no  City  Government 
at  all,  but  is  governed  by  a  board  appointed  by  Par- 
liament. All  of  us  have  our  views  how  the  city  char- 
ter ought  to  be  amended.  I  have  heard  my  friend  on 
my  left  say  that  it  ought  to  be  amended  by  increasing 
the  terms  of  members  of  the  City  Government.  I 
think  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  should  have  longer 
terms  of  office  and  the  members  of  the  Council  should 
be  reduced.  I  think  we  f  hould  have  a  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works,  but  we  can't  expect  to  come  here  and 
vote  on  the  plans  first  as  if  we  were  in  town  meeting. 
When  gentlemen  say  the  city  charter  does  n't  need 
revising,  they  do  so  in  opposition  to  the  views  of 
their  friends  and  neighbors.  We  must  either  refer 
this  matter  to  a  committe  or  to  a  commission,  and 
the  opinion  seems  to  be  that  you  can  get  bjtter  tal- 
ent outside  of  the  City  Government  than  you  can 
within.  The  simple  question  is,  How  shall  we  do  it? 
When  it  comes  back  we  will  say  whether  we  will  ap- 
prove of  it.  One  thing  is  very  clear:  if  the  city  needs 
a  revision  of  the  charter,  it  will  be  revised  by  the 
Legislature  when  it  is  appealed  to  by  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  The  reason  our  action  has  been  so  patiently 
awaited  by  the  people  is  because  it  is  thought  we 
will  ultimately  do  as  the  people  wish.  I  regard  it 
just  as  I  did  the  Fire  Commission.  If  we  don't  do 
this,  the  next  City  Council  will. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  says  we  have  grown  rich  under  the  present 
charter,  and  asks  why  we  should  wish  to  amend  it. 
The  case  is  somethiag  like  the  reformation  of  the 
borough  system  of  England.  Sidney  Smith  tells  of  a 
physician  who  said  to  his  patient,  you  have  grown 
ricn  and  prosperous  with  the  gout,  why  should  you 
wish  to  change  it?  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  our 
charter  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  city  as  this 
disease  did  to  the  patient,  but  to  say  that  we  have 
been  rich  and  prosperous  under  it  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  improve  it.  We  grew  rich  and  pros- 
perous with  narrow  streets,  in  the  burnt  district, 
but  is  that  a  reason  for  not  widening  them?  The 
gentleman  says  no  argument  has  been  advanced  in 
favor  of  the  change.  This  style  of  argument  is  get- 
ting to  be  very  chronic  with  him.  In  the  debates  on 
the  Fire  Commission  every  night  he  has  stated  that 
no  new  argument  has  been  made  for  one.  I  think 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  be  enlarged  on  ac- 
count of  the  increased  size  of  the  city,  because 
don't  think  the  number  is  sufficient  to  give  proper 
representation  to  the  outlying  sections  of  the  city. 

East  Boston,  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and  South  Bos- 
ton each  want  an  alderman,  and  the  city  proper  does 
not  obtain  sufficient  representation.  There  are  many 
other  matters,  but  I  don't  wish  to  take  up  time  or 
cut  off  debate,  and  in  order  to  give  gentlemen  time 
to  discuss  it,  I  move  further  consideration  be  post- 


posed  till  a  quarter  before  nine  o'clock  next  Thursday 
evening. 
It  was  so  ordered. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  not  exceeding  $3000  for  extra  clerk 
hire  in  Treasurer's  office.     Passed. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  next  Legislature  for 
establishment  of  a  State  normal  school  in  this  city. 
Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  passes  over  the  East 
Boston  ferries  to  the  Chief  and  Deputy-Chief  of  Po- 
lice, and  to  the  members  of  Police  Department,  in 
East  Boston.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $3,500  to  be  added  to  amount  authorized  for 
completion  of  Engine  House  No.  12.  Passed— yeas, 
.53;  nays,  0. 

Orders,  authorizing  $73  53  to  be  expended  in  repair- 
ing armory  of  Company  K,  First  Regiment  of  Infan- 
try, M.  V.  M.,  in  South  Boston:  authorizing  not  ex- 
ceeding $375  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up  headquar- 
ters of  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  .563  Washington 
street;  authorizing  ,$1200  per  annum  to  be  paid  for 
rent  of  armory  of  First  Comjjany  of  Cadets,  M.V.  M., 
at  94  Tremont  street;  authorizing  not  exceeding  $450 
to  be  expended  in  repairing  and  furnishing  armorjr  of 
Company  F,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  junction 
of  Warren  and  Palmer  streets.  Severally  passed— 
yeas,  55;  nays.  0. 

THE   FIRE   COMMISSION. 

The  ordinance  to  establish  a  Fire  Department  (City 
Document  No.  119)  came  up  on  its  second  reading, 
and  on  motion  of  Perkins  of  Ward  (i  it  was  read  by 
its  title.  Mr.  Perkins  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  thought  this  would  be  unfair 
to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Perkins  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  subject  inasmuch  as  I  was  at  first  opposed  to 
the  passage  of  this  ordinance.  This  is  the  first  time 
mall  my  experience  in  this  Council  that  I  have  felt 
compelled  to  vote  for  a  measure  of  which  I  did  not 
really  approve.  In  common  with  many  others  who 
foresaw  what  would  be  the  inevitable  result  of  adding 
largely  to  the  territory  of  Boston  I  voted  against  all 
annexation,  but  on  opening  a  paper,  on  the  8th  of 
October,  I  found  to  my  regret  that  Chariestown, 
Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  had  been  added  to  the 
city,  and  that  the  people  of  Boston  had  thus  virtually 
surrendered  the  right  which  they  had  enjoyed  so 
long,  of  managing  their  own  municipal  affairs,  and 
that  the  arguments  against  a  commission,  which 
were  valid  before,  wSre  then  worthless,  because  the 
whole  scene  had  changed.  I  did  not  arrive  at  this 
conclusion  by  the  great  array  of  figures  Introduced 
by  the  gentleman  f  rom;Ward  5,  nor  his  comparisons  of 
our  department  with  those  in  other  cities,  nor  by 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  favor  a  fire  com- 
mission, nor  from  fear  of  the  whip  and  spur  which 
has  been  held  over  this  Council  so  long  by  one  or 
more  of  the  newspapers  of  our  city;  but,  sir.  in  my 
judgment,  after  next  January  it  will  be  absolutely 
impossible  for  either  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Fire  Department,  the  Committee  on  Paving  or  the 
Common  Sewers  to  perform  their  duties  satisfactorily 
either  to  themselves  or  the  people.  W^ell  then,  what 
follows?  Why,  the  duties  of  these  committees  must  be 
performed  by  paid  agents  who  will  devote  their  entire 
time  to  the  city;  and  so  it  will  be  with  the  Water 
Board.  To  my  mind  it  is  folly  to  suppose,  with  this 
enormous  amount  of  territory  added  to  the  city,  and 
with  the  duties  of  the  Aldermen  increased  so  largely, 
that  we  can  go  on  as  we  have  done.  I  do  not  take 
any  stock  in  this  idea  of  reorganizing  the  Fire  De- 
partment for  the  purpose  of  economy,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  department  will  be  nearer  $1,200,000 
than  $.500,000.  Our  department  will  be  larger  than 
that  of  New  York,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  that  de- 
partment for  the  next  year  is  one  and  a  half  millions. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  the  department  will  be  any 
more  efficient  than  it  has  been,  for  I  believe  from 
what  I  have  seen  and  learned  since  I  have  been  upon 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  that  the  department 
stands  as  high  as  any  department  in  the  United 
States,  and  with  the  changes  which  have  been  made 
(not  by  the  new  ordinance^  as  one  of  the  newspapers 
would  have  the  people  believe),  but  changes  which 
have  been  made  by  the  committee,  together  with 
those  made  by  the  'Vater  Board  in  substituting  large 
pipes  and  Lowry  hydrants,  in  my  opinion  the  depart- 
ment is  better  able  to  extinguish  fires  than  it  has 
ever  been.  But  if  the  people  by  their  votes  annex 
territory  to  Boston  to  such  an  extent  that  the  duti  ;s 
of  the  City  (Jovernment  must  be  farmed  out  in  ord  3r 
to  have  them  properly  attended  to,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
hang   back   in    the   breeching  and  try  to  prevent  it. 
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There  will  be  just  as  much  need  of  a  department  of 
public  works  after  next  January  as  there  will  be  for 
a  fire  commission,  and  although  I  have  always  op- 
posed commissions,  and  believe  they  are  capable  of. 
producing  much  mischief,  yet  I  do  not  see  how  we 
can  help  ourselves,  for  Boston  has  drawn  an  elephant, 
and  the  people  will  sooner  or  later  learn  to  their  sor- 
row that  annexation  is  a  dear  whistle. 

For  these  reasons  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  a 
change  is  demanded,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  reluctantly  for  this  measure. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5 — I  presume,  from  the  vote 
that  has  been  taken,  that  for  some  reason  or  another 
iHembers  of  this  Council  have  made  up  their  minds 
that  a  commission  is  necessary.  What  influences 
have  been  brought  to  bear^whether  it  is  the  pres- 
sure of  public  opinion,  or  fear  of  the  news- 
papers, I  do  not  know.  It  makes  no  difference 
to  me.  I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department,  and  never  have 
been  and  when  I  voted  on  the  question  I  voted  from 
my  own  opinions,  regardless  of  what  anybody  might 
think,  and  I  am  certain  that  before  twelve  months 
some  of  these  gentlemen  who  have  shown  the  weak 
knees  in  this  matter  will  find  that  this  dear  people 
don't  believe  in  commissions.  The  Legislature  ap- 
propriated ten  thousand  dollars  just  simply  to  i)iib- 
lish  a  list  of  the  vertebrate  animals.  There  should 
be  a  special  appropriation  next  year  for  publishing  a 
supplementary  list,  giving  a  list  of  the  animals  which 
had  weak  knees  and  back  l)ones.  But  I  don't  propose 
to  be  among  them.  I  haven't  heard  any  arfjument 
to  win  over  any  man  who  voted  against  a 
commission  before.  It  is  true  some  of  the  newspa- 
pers said  some  members  of  the  Council  were  not 
above  the  level  of  their  constituents.  I  am  not  al)ove 
the  level  of  the  people.  The  idea  has  been  circulated 
about  that  the  people  are  not  able  to  legislate  for 
themselves.  It  may  do  for  imperial  France  and  for 
the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  to  make  directories 
and  commissions,  but  if  I  understand  the  institu- 
tions of  this  country  we  don't  believe  in  directories 
to  take  charge  of  our  liberties.  If  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  com- 
mission, why  rush  it  through  the  Council? 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  usually  very 
polite;  he  is  usually  the  very  essence  of  politeness; 
he  comes  from  a  place  where  politeness  is  to  be 
found.  He  is  generally  very  fair.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  he  was  wrong  only  for  about  a  minute.  I  have 
an  ameiadment  which  I  wish  to  submit,  and  I  move  it 
be  substituted  for  section  two — it  is  as  follows: 

Section  2.  The  qualified  voters  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton shall,  at  the  annual  municipal  election  next,  after 
the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  be  called  upon  to  give 
in  their  votes  for  three  able  and  discreet  men,  being 
inhabitants  of  said  city,  who  shall  constitute  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  said  city;  one  of 
whom  shall  be  an  experienced  civil  and  military  en- 
gineer, and  one  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  for  the 
term  of  one  year,  one  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and 
one  for  the  term  of  three  years,  from  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January  next  ensuing,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  chosen  and  qualified;  and.  at  any  subse- 
quent annual  election,  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
city  shall  choose  one  person,  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
to  be  a  member  of  said  board,  to  serve  for  a  term  of 
three  years.  The  person  so  elected  shall  devote  his 
time  to  the  duties  of  the  oflice  and  shall  not  active- 
ly engage  in  any  other  business.  No  member  of 
either  branch  of  the  City  Council  shall  hold  the  office 
of  Fire  Commissioner.  For  their  services  the  Fire  Com 
missioners  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the 
City  Council   may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

Mr.  Mahan  argued  at  length  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  dwelling  upon  the  workings  of  the 
Street  Commission  and  the  importance  of  keeping 
the  Government  as  near  the  people  as  possible. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  raised  the  point  that  the 
amendment  was  not  legal  as  the  "Fire  Commission- 
ers" could  not  be  elected,  those  oflicers  not  being 
specified  in  the  City  Charter,  and  unless  they  are  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  cannot  validly  order  such  an 
election.     He  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  amendment  could  be 
entertained,  although  he  was  aware  that  there  is 
some  authoiity  lor  the  presiding  officer  to  rule  an  or- 
der out  because  it  is  illegal. 

Mr.  Perkins, of  Ward  (i— Such  an  amendment  would 
render  the  ordinance  inoperative  and  kill  the  whole 
thing.  It  provides  that  the  commissioners  shall  be 
chosen  at  the  election  subsequent  to  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance.  Suppose  the  amendment  is  legal, 
which  can  be  settled  by  competent  authority.  It  can 
be  bandied  about  between  the  Aldermen  and  Council 
till  next  December.  Then  the  election  of  these  offi- 
cers would  take  place  in  1874.  Even  if  it  should  be 
legal  the  delay  is  against  it. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— If  this  amendment  had  come 
from  an   advocate  of  a  commission  it  ^would  have 


more  weight  with  me.  By  adopting  it  we  should  fall 
into  the  difficulty  we  are  trying  to  avoid  by  throwing 
these  important  offices  into  politics.  Mr.  Denny  was 
sure  every  member  had  made  up  his  mind,  and  he 
hoped  the  Council  would  vote  squarely  on  the  ques- 
tion.    Whatever  the  decision  he  would  stand  by  it. 

Mr.  Upham  of  Ward  16  offered  an  amendment  to 
section  four,  which  he  deemed  very  mucli  needed  on 
account  of  the  immense  power  the  ordinance  puts 
into  the  hands  of  the  three  commissioners  in 
the  expenditures  of  money.  He  moved  to  insert 
in  the  fifth  line,  after  the  words  "appoint,"  these 
words:  "a  Chief  Engineer,  a  Superintendent  of  Fire 
Alarms,  and  fix  their  compensation,  subject  to  the 
approval  and  confirmation  of  the  City  Council";  also 
to  insert,  after  the  word  "came"  in  the  eighth  line, 
"except  that  the  discharge  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms  shall  be  subject 
to  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil." If  the  Council,  said  he, will  adopt  that  amend- 
ment one  very  great  objection  to  the  ordinance  will 
be  removed,  and  I  would  vote  for  it  I  wish  to 
say,  also,  that  I  have  consulted  no  member  of  the 
City  Government. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  said  the  legal  objections  to 
his  amendment  had  suggested  themselves  to  him, 
and  he  had  n't  time  to  settle  in  his  mind  whether 
they  are  valid  or  not.  If  the  City  Solicitor  should 
say'it  is  illegal  the  Legislature  could  give  the  Council 
the  power  in  January.  There  is  no  need  of  haste.  I 
offer  this  proposition  in  good  faith.  Let  us  consider 
this  proposition,  and  if  there  is  anything  good  in  it 
let  us  adopt  it,  and,  if  not,  let  us  reject  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  'VV'ard  6  said,  For  goodness  sake 
let  us  take  a  vote.  Even  the  gentleman  himself  has 
doubts  about  the  legality  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  called  for  the  previous 
question,  and  it  was  ordered.  Mr.  Flynn  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment  and  the  main 
question. 

The  vote  was  first  taken  on  Mr.  Mahan's  amend- 
ment, as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  ADbott,  Anderson,  Bleiler,  Brennan, 
Collins,  Dacey,  Doherty,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hughes, 
Kingsley,  Madden.  Mahan,  Martin,  McCue.  McKen- 
ny,  Thacher,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  Woodward — 21. 
Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Blackmar, 
Boardman,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burt,  Caton,  Cudworth, 
Darrow,  Davis,  Denny,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hine, 
Holmes,  Jones,  Lamb,  Marston,  Morse,  Page,  Pease, 
Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Risteen,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  Tower,  Train,  West,  Whiston,  'W^ilbur, 
Woods— .36. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowles,  Dean.  Ed- 
wards, Kelley,  Loring,  Weston— 6. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  vote  was  next  taken  on  Mr.  Upham's  amend- 
ment. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson,  Bleiler,  Brennan, 
Burt,  Collins,  Dacey,  Davis,  Dean,  Doherty,  Flatley, 
Flynn,  Hines,  Hushes,  Jones,  Kingsley,  Loring, 
Madden,  Mahan,  Marston,  Martin,  McCue,  McKen- 
ney.  Pease,  Thacher,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  Wood- 
ward—29. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Barnes,  Bicknell,  Blackmar, 
Boardman,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Caton,  Cudworth,  Dar- 
row, Denny,  Hall,  Harrington,  Holmes,  Lamb,  Morse, 
Page,  Perlcins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott.  Risteen, 
Shaw,  Sheuard,  Tower,  Train,  West,  Whiston,  Wil- 
bur, Woods— 30. 

Abs.!nt  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowles,   Edwards, 
Kelley,  Weston— 4. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  West  of   Ward  16  desired  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, but  the  Chair  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

The  ordinance  was  then  passed,  by  the  following 
vote: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Bicknell, 
Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Ca- 
ton, Cudworth,  Darrow,  Davis,  Denny,  Hall,  Har- 
rington, Hine,  Holmes,  Lamb,  Marston,  Morse,  Page, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers,  Prescott,  Risteen, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Tower,  Train,  West,  Whiston,  Wil- 
bur, Woods — .36. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brennan,  Burt,  Collins, 
Dacey,  Dean,  Doherty,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hughes,  Jones, 
Kingsley,  Loring,  Maaden,  Mahan,  Martin,  McCue, 
McKenney,  Thacher,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  Wood- 
ard— 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowles,  Edwards, 
Kelly,  Weston— 4. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  just  passed,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  adjourn,  and  tlae 
motion  was  lost— yeas  24,  nays  34. 

Mr.  Mahan's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  reject- 
ed—23  yeas,  .35  nays. 
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Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  moved  the  previous  question 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  the  Council  now  ad- 
.iourn,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Lost — 
23  yeas,  33  nays. 

M  r.  Mahan  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  the  previ- 
ous question  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  motion  ontof  order. 

Mr.  Mahan  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Shaw  raised  the  point  that  the  gentleman  did 
not  rise  to  doubt  the  vote. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  point  was  well  taken. 

Mr.  Mahan  moved  the  Council  adjourn. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  asked  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
desired  to  lay  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  said  the  question  was  on  taking  the 
main  question. 

Mr.  Mahan  raised  the  point  that  the  motion  to  ad- 
.jonrn  always  takes  precedence  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  Chair  said  that  no  business  had  intervened 
since  the  last  motion  to  ad.iourn  had  been  rejected. 
They  had  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  tliat  was 
not  business.  The  motion  was  a  repetition,  and 
only  the  yeas  and  nays  had  intervened.  One  fifth 
of  the  members  have  a  right  to  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  they  had  done  so,  and  that  was  the  only  thing 
which  had  been  done. 


Mr.  Mahan  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege.  His 
motion  was  that  the  motion  to  take  the  previous 
question  be  laid  on  the  table.  That  he  understood 
the  Chair  to  decide  out  of  order.  After  that  had 
been  decided  by  the  Chair  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for  npon  the  previous  question  and  were  or- 
dered. Then  after  that  had  been  done,  he  moved  to 
adjourn,  and  this  question  of  privilege  was  that  busi- 
ness had  intervened  between  those  two  motions. 

The  Ctiair  said  that  was  all  that  had  transpired  be- 
tween the  motion  to  adjourn  and  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ previously  made.  Tlie  motion  to  adjourn  was 
ruled  out  of  order,  because  no  business  had  inter- 
vened. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  question, 
"Shall  the  main  question  be  put,"  and  it  was  ordered 
— 37  yeas,  17  nays. 

Mr.  Mahan  moved  to  adjourn  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.     Lost — yeas  32,  nays  35. 

The  Chair  said  the  question  was  now  on  reconsid- 
ing  the  vote  passing  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Bean  of  Ward  12  suggested  that  as  the  major- 
ity was  determined  to  have  the  vote  taken  toniglit  it 
would  be  best  not  to  make  any  dilatory  motions. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected,  22  yeas,  36 
nays,  the  same  members  voting  against  reconsidera- 
tion who  voted  for  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    37,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Robert  C.  Fanning. 

Constable — Charles  E.  Townsend. 

Undertaker— J.  P.  Keefe. 

Special  Police  Officers— Jeremiah  Murphy,  Consti- 
tution wharf;  John  D.  Haines,  District  Telegraph 
Company;  Josiah  M.  Barstow,  Codman  Building, 
Sudbury  street. 

JITBORS    DRAWN. 

Eight  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  of  the  Superior  Court,  First  Session. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED   AND    REFERRED, 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Bernard  Norton,  for 
lamp  on  Quincy  street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department.    Pro- 
prietors of  India  Wharf,  that  the  tax  of  1873,  assessed 
upon  a  portion  of  their  property  leased  to  the  city  ■ 
free  of  rent,  be  refunded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Elizabeth  A.  Slater, 
to  keep  intelligence  office  at  71  Cambridge  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Abraham  S. 
Foes  et  al.,  for  modification  of  conditions  of  sale  of 
land  on  the  corner  of  Seaver  and  Sumner  streets; 
and  remonstrance  of  B.  L.  Crocker  et  al.  against  any 
such  change. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Joseph  F.  Paul,  to 
carry  a  machinery  belt  across  Bristol  street. 

Claflin,  Allison  &  Somes  and  others,  that  Charles- 
town  street  be  repaved  with  granite  blocks. 

James  T.  Barron,  for  compensation  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Regent  street. 

Elvira  Burnham,  for  change  of  grade  in  Regent 
street. 

Caroline  H.  Brooks,  for  compensation  for  grade 
damages  on  Regent  and  Alpine  streets. 

Joseph  B.  Moore  and  others,  that  Buckingham 
street  be  graded  and  paved. 

James  Underbill,  for  grade  damages  on  L  and  Third 
streets. 

A.  B.  Hoitt  and  others,  that  Canal  street  be  paved 
with  granite  stones. 

To  the  CommAttue  mi  Health  en  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
Charles  H.  Bacon,  492  Harrison  avenue;  C.  J.  Spence- 
ley,  Sawyer  street,  near  No.  70;  P.  Campbell  <b  Son, 
Reed  street,  corner  Swett  street;  John  Kehew,  Gram- 
pian way,  Ward  16;  J.  P.  Fenno  &  Co.,  Norfolk  ave- 
nue, in  rear  170  and  172,  severally  to  occupy  wooden 
stables;  and  Parker  Bryant,  Stanmore  place,  off  War- 
ren street,  and  Abbott  &  Fernald,  Ninth  street,  to 
occupy  brick  stables. 

Joseph  Ham,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  stable  on  Fort  avenue. 

David  L.  Berry,  to  alter  storehouse  rear  of  M 
street.  South  Boston,  into  a  stable  for  two  horses. 

J.  E.  Herman  et  al.,  remonstrating  against  rebuild- 
ing Metropolitan  Railroad  stable  on  Prescott  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers.  H.  Cunningham  et  al., 
for  sewer  through  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston,  from 
Brooks  street  to  the  junction  of  Prescott  and  Chel- 
sea streets. 

Walter  H.  French  et  al.,  against  the  proposed  build- 
ing of  a  sewer  in  Parker  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Hersey  Brothers,  to  build  an  addition  to 
wooden' building  on  Second  and  E  streets. 

ORDERS   OF    NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  for  leave 
to  locate  steam  engine  at  411  Washington  street,  an 
order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  Monday, 
November  17,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  the  hearing  on  the  orders  of  notice  on  the  peti- 
tions of  John  Roessle,  to  use  steam  engine  on 
Pynchon  street,  and  Atberton  Brown  to  use  steam 
engine  at  167-169  Summer  street,  no  objection  being 
offered,  the  petitions  were  severally  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

METROPOLITAN   RAILROAD. 

The  special  assignment,  being  the  hearing  of  all 
parties  interested  in  the  proposed  location  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Metroplitan  Railroad  on  Beacon  street, 
from  Gloucester  street  to  Brighton  avenue,  was 
taken  up. 

Hon.  Harvey  Jewell,  counsel  for  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad,  after  alluding  ta  the  postponement  of  two 
weeks  ago,  by  which  it  was  hoped  a  lot  of  land  could 
be  secured  for  the  stable  without  the  necessity  of 
crossing  Beacon  street,  said  there  were,  however,  cer- 
tain restrictions  on  the  lot  which  prevented  the  erec- 
tion of  a  wooden  building  upon  it.  They  supposed 
until  last  Thursday  that  they  could  secure  a  release 
of  these  restrictions,  but  a  gentleman  who  had  some 
houses  fronting  on  Beacon  street  said  that  a  stable 


there  would  be  detrimental,  and  his  relations  with 
Mr.  Braman  were  such  that  the  latter  has  declined  to 
lease  to  the  railroad.  They  had  asked  the  Water 
Board  to  lay  pipes  from  the  corner  of  Hereford 
street,  and  their  plans  were  all  ready.  Since  then 
they  have  been  in  negotiation  with  Mr.  Braman 
and  others  who  own  land  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  way,  but  on  this  property  there 
are  restrictions  too,  and  the  same  individual  believes 
that  the  maintenance  of  a  stable  on  the  opposite  side 
of  Marlborough  street  would  be  detrimental  to  his 
interests.  They  arc  not  without  hope  that  we  may 
carry  this  last  project  through.  If  not,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  another  site  may  be  obtained  tempo- 
rarily, which  will  involve  much  less  use  of  Beacon 
street  than  was  at  first  asked  for.  If  a  lease  of  Pray's 
stable  can  be  obtained,  and  they  can  get  authority  to 
cross  Beacon  street  at  that  point,  they  will  be  accom- 
modated. Except  that  4500  feet  of  land,  this  site  on 
Parker  street  is  the  only  one  not  under  restrictions 
against  being  used  for  a  stable.  I*"  any  persons  ob- 
ject, of  course  we  cannot  go  against  them.  They 
hoped  not  to  touch  Beacon  street  at  all.  Mr.  Jewell 
suggested  that  the  matter  be  laid  over,  and  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Power  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  postpcned  till  Tuesday,  November  4,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

CHANGE    OF  BOUNDARY  LINES. 

Notice  was  received  from  James  Greenough,  Wil- 
liam H.  Poster  and  Charles  Foster,  inhabitants  of 
Brookline,  of  their  intention  to  petition  the  next, 
General  Court  to  change  the  boundary  line  between 
Brookline  and  Boston.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Affairs. 

FROM  THE   STREET  COMMISSIONERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  the  accompanying  or- 
der, adopted  by  that  Board,  for  concurrence  by  the 
City  Council: 

Whereas,  Charles  G.  Greene,  James  H.  Beals,  N. 
G.  Greene  and  J.  G.  Beals.  fov  themselves  and  all 
other  owners,  owning  the  estate  on  Water  street,  at 
the  corner  of  Devonsnire  street,  which  is  hereinafter 
described,  object  to  Ibeing  assessed  to  pay  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  widening  Water  street;  and  having 
surrendered  the  said  estate  to  the  city,  pursuant  to 
the  statute  in  such  cases  provided,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Board  the  public  convenience  and  necessity 
require  that  the  said  estate  should  be  taken 
for    the    said    purpose,    it     is     therefore     hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  estate  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  taken  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  bounded 
as  follows,  viz, :  eastwardly  by  land  of  Edward  A. 
White  and  others,  trustees,  and  by  land  now,  or  at 
one  time,  of  the  heirs  of  George  Howe,  seventy-five 
and  forty-three  hundredths  feet;  southwardly  by 
Water  street,  fifty-one  and  fifty-five  hundredths  feet; 
westwardly  by  Devonshire  street,  seventy-three  and 
eighty  hundredths  feet;  and  northwardly  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  the  said  heirs  of  George  Howe, 
forty-eight  and  seven  hundreths  feet;  containing 
thirty-seven  hundred,  sixteen  and  fifty  hundredths 
square  feet,  more  or  less;  being  shown  on  a  plan  in 
the  City  Surveyor's  office,  dated  January  24,  1873. 
And  this  Board  doth  adjudge  the  expense  of  taking 
the  said  estate  will  amount  to  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners;  in  response  to  the  order  of  Septem- 
ber 15, 1873,  transmitting  their  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  extending  Granite  street,  in  South  Boston,  from 
its  junction  with  Second  and  Third  streets  on  a  line 
parallel  with  A  street,  to  Broadway,  which  they  es- 
timate will  be  $39,000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  communication 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  stating  that  they  have  received  im- 
portant petitions  asking  for  the"  extension  of  either 
D  or  E  street,  in  South  Boston,  across  the  Old  Col- 
ony Railroad  to  Dorchester  avenue.  Whenever  the 
streets  are  laid  out,  but  not  before,  the  railroad  cor- 
poration or  the  city  may  require  of  the  Board  of 
Railroad  Commissioners  an  adjudication  upon  the 
necessity  of  other  than  a  grade  crossing  of  the  rail- 
road company's  tracks,  and  if  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners determine  that  such  a  necessity  does  ex- 
ist, then  a  special  commission  is  to  be  appointed  t« 
decide  who  bears  the  expense — or  it  may'be  divided. 
At  a  hearing  on  an  order  of  notice  for  the  extension 
of  D  street,  October  1,  1873,  the  urgent  need  of  a 
street  to  Dorchester  avenue  at  this  point  was  clearly 
shown,  and  it  would  have  been  at  once  laid  out  but 
for  this  crossing  of  the  railway  tracks.  The  counsel 
of  the  Old  Colony  corporation  said  at  the  hearing  that 
they  should  apply,  if  the  street  was  extended  across 
their  road,  at  once,  for  other  than  a  grade  crossing, 
to  the  Railroad  Commissioners.  Should  their  appli- 
cation be  successful  the  expense  to  the  city  would  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Board  be  ten  limes  in  excess  of 
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what  it  would  cost  with  a  grade  crossing,  and  as  this 
expense  would  in  a  large  proportion  be  chargeable  to 
appropriations  not  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  they  beg  leave  to  ask  the  honorable 
Council's  advice  upon  the  laying  out  of  the  street. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

.JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  $2289  0.5,  for  expenses  of  Suffolk- 
County  Jail  for  month  endine  Nov  1,  was  presented 
by  the  Sheriff,  and  being  duly  certified,  was  ordered 
paid. 

The  bonds  of  Richard  F.  Andrews,  John  D.  Reed, 
et  al,  constables,  were  presented  and  approved. 

PROM   THE   SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee for  a  primary  schoolhousc  at  City  Point;  for  ad- 
ditional primary-school  accommodations  in  the  Ev- 
erett District;  for  a  primary  school-site  in  the  Gib- 
son District;  for  additional  primary  accommodations 
in  the  Gibson  District;  for  an  office  for  master  in  the 
Lincoln  Schoolhouse.  Severally  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

aNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  construct 
cesspools  for  the  surface  drainage  of  Rnggles  street, 
between  Tremont  and  Parker  streets,  at  a  cost  of 
$1200.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  reset  edge- 
atones  and  repave  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  north 
side  of  Dudley  street,  betvveen  Winslow  and  Dear- 
born streets,  at  a  cost  of  $1000.     Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  raise  and 
grade  Cabot  and  Weston  streets,  and  repave  the  gut- 
ters and  sidewalks,  at  a  cest  of  $6000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pa\e  with 
brick  the  unfinished  sidewalks  on  Tremont  street, 
from  Ruggles  to  Parker  street.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM   THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  next  Legis- 
lature for  the  annexation  of  a  portion  of  Brookline 
to  Boston  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Alfairs.    The  Board  concurred. 

The  report  and  orders  to  furnish  steam  heating 
apparatus  and  a  feiace  for  the  yard  at  engine  house; 
Ward  14,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3000;  and  for  a 
transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  pay  therefor,  if 
not  exceeding  that  sum,  came  up  with  amendments 
to  insert  "for  hoisting  apparatus  for  hose  tower, 
block  stone  for  paving  driveway,  gas  fixtures,  edge- 
stones  and  brick  sidewalk  on  Quincy  street."  The 
Board  concurred. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $3500  to  be  added  to  amount  authorized  for 
completion  of  Engine  House  No.  12.  Passed— yeas 
11,  nays  0. 

Orders  authorizing  not  exceeding  $.37.5  to  he  ex- 
pended in  fitting  up  headquarters  of  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, M.  V.  M.,  at  .562  Washington  street;  authoriz- 
ing: $1200  per  annum  to  be  paid  for  rent  of  armory  of 
First  Company  of  Cadets,  M.  V.  M.,  at  94  Tremont 
street;  and  authorizing  not  exceeding  .$4.50  to  be  ex- 
pended in  repairing  and  furnishing  armory  of  Com- 
pany F,  First  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  junction  of 
Warren  and  Palmer  streets.  Severally  passed  in  con- 
currence—yeas 12,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  passes  over  the  East 
Boston  Ferries  to  the  Chief  and  Deputy  Chief  of 
Police,  and  to  the  members  of  Police  Department  in 
East  Boston. 

Alderman  Ilulbert — I  don't  qnite  like  this  thing. 
The  course  hitherto  adopted  is  the  best.  It  has  been 
the  custom  that  each  department  shall  take  care  of 
itself.  If  one  use  any  material  from  the  other  an 
account  is  kept.  If  the  Committee  on  Police  think  it 
best  to  furnish  policemen  with  tickets  they  should 
do  so;  but  I  trust  the  matter  of  passes  will  not  be 
introduced.  This  is  only  the  entering  ,  wedge  to  a 
form  of  trouble  which  I  think  had  better  not  be 
entered  upon.  I  trust  the  old  custom  will  be  contin- 
ued, and  if  the  police  require  free  passes  I  hope  the 
(-ommittee  or  the  Chief  will  purchase  tickets  a-< 
before,  and  let  each  department  stand  on  its  own 
basis. 

Alderman  Emery — This  subject  was  before  the 
Committee  on  East" Boston  Ferries  on  a  petition  of 
certain  police  officers,  that  they  might  be  furnished 
with  passes  or  tickets,  and  the  Committee  on  Fer- 
ries, of  which  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke  is  a 
member,  had  quite  a  long  hearing  and  examined  the 
subject  pretty  thoroughly.  They  had  before  them 
the  Chief  of  Police,  and  would  have  had  some-mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Police  if  they  could  have 
been  found  at  the  time.  After  looking  the  matter' 
over  pretty  thoroughly  they  concluded  it  would  be 
best  to  furnish  a  certain  number  of  passes,  as  is  very 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  committee.  The 
committee  thought  the  passes  very  much  preferable 
for  those  who  have  to  use  tickets  very  frequently. 
As  to  each  department  paying  its  own  expenses  that 
matter  was  talked  over,  and  I  believe  the  order  pro- 
vides for  that.  The  expense  of  the  passes  is  to  be 
charged  to  the  Committee  on  Police.    All  the  com- 


mittee present  were  unanimously  in  favor'of  passing 
the  order. 

Alderman  Clark— That  order  covers  the  ground  taken 
by  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District.  It  pro- 
poses to  furnish  the  chief  of  police  and  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  department  with  tickets,  the  expense  of 
which  shall  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Police  Department.  It  is  nothing  more  than  proper 
that  those  men  should  have  such  expenses  paid  by 
the  city,  and  it  should  be  charged  to  the  Police  De- 
partment. 

Alderman  Hulbert— The  ground  is  not  covered.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  department  purchasing  tick- 
ets, but  I  do  object  to  inaugurating  the  system  of 
dead  heads.  It  makes  no  difference  to  the  depart- 
ment that  they  shall  have  tickets  instead  of  passes. 
I  object  to  introducing  the  system  of  passes  because 
it  will  not  end  with  the  Police  Department.  We 
shall  have  dead  heads,  and  they  will  soon  begin  to 
multiply.  We  will  furnish  tickets  and  they  should 
use  them.  If  the  system  is  once  begun  it  will  not 
be  confined  to  the  police,  and  it  will  be  merely  the 
entering  wedge  for  dead-heading  the  employes  of  the 
other  departments. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  fully  indorse  what  Alderman 
Hulbert  says.  The  present  plan  is  very  simple.  The 
tickets  are  all  printed  and  are  liable  to  be  counter- 
feited. The  Chief  of  Police  has  authoritv  to  buy 
tickets  for  the  policemen  and  take  it  out  of  the  ap- 
propriation. We  are  now  running  under  a  very 
Straight  system,  and  so  long  as  we  keep  it  as  it  is  it 
will  be  better  to  stand  by  the  ticket  system  than  to 
make  a  change.  We  have  had  but  one  di&iculty  so 
far— some  of  the  tickets  unavoidably  stepped  out  one 
day.  If  we  multiply  them  and  get  different  kinds 
there  will  be  more  opportunity  to  make  others.  The 
police  can  be  supplied  if  the  Chief  sees  fit  to  pur- 
chase them  and  deal  them  out  from  time  to  time  as- 
they  are  demanded. 

Alderman  Emery— It  was  to  obviate  this  very  dif- 
ficulty of  abuse  of  the  ticket  system  that  the  system 
of  passes,  so  far  as  those  fev/  individuals  were  con- 
cerned, was  recommended  by  the  committee  The 
matter  of  issuing  tickets  can  be  abused,  as  every 
gentleman  knows,  because  the  person  for  whom  it 
is  designed  can  use  it-or  it  can  he  used  by  his 
family  or  any  one  else.  But  the  pass  is  only  for  the 
party  having  it,  and  is  to  be  issued  only  by  the  Chief 
of  Police  or  his  assistant. 

Alderman  Quincy — If  these  passes  are  to  be  paid 
for,  I  don't  see  that  they  are  anything  more  than 
season  tickets,  and  I  don't  see  the  necessity  for 
making  the  change. 

Alderman  Stebhins— The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee has  stated  this  case  very  plainly.  He  also  states 
why  the  committee  report  in  favor  of  the  passes  in- 
stead of  season  tickets.  These  passes  are  to  be 
issued  at  the  rate  of  $12  a  year,  and  they  will  be 
given  to  the  officers  of  the  stations  who  cross  the 
ferries  of tener  than  any  other.  There  is  great  danger 
of  abuse  in  furnishing  tickets  to  policemen  by  the 
Chief  or  his  assistant.  This  pass  is  required  to  be 
shown  at  the  ferry, by  the  owner  when  he  is  passing 
over,  and  as  the  policemen  are  all  known  by  the  toll- 
men, they  will  see  that  the  pass  is  used  by  none 
other  than  the  person  to  whom  it  is  issued.  Ama- 
jority  of  the  committee  from  the  other  branch  were 
in  favor  of  issuing  free  passes  to  the  entire  Police 
Department,  but  the  memhers  from  this  branch  ob- 
jected to  it,  and  it  was  decided  to  issue  them  in  this 
form,  and  they  will  be  issued  as  the  Chief  of  Police 
shall  direct. 

Alderman  Gibson — The  greatest  objection  with  me 
is  that  the  policemen  would  be  a  privileged  class. 
If  gentlemen  had  had  the  experience  we  have  had  in 
this  matter,  they  would  see  how  it  works.  I  don"t 
wish  to  bar  policemen  from  free  passes  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ferries  want  to  give  them,  but  I  believe  it 
is  best  to  have  one  kind  of  ticket.  As  the  Chief  has 
leave  to  buv  as  many  tickets  as  he  pleases,  it  is  a 
question  whether  it  is  best  to  have  only  one  kind  of 
ticket  or  more.  Money  would  be  saved  by  buying 
tickets  by  the  package. 

Aldermen  Emery — It  is  claimed  that  there  is  great 
abuse  in  the  use  of  these  tickets,  and  great  pressure 
has  been  maae  for  the  passes.  It  was  represented 
before  the  committee  that  the  abuse  could  hardly  be 
avoided.  They  have  to  furnish  a  certain  amount, 
and  there  is  great  pressure  for  many  more,  and  it 
was  thought  best  to  give  them  what  they  ought  to 
have  and  not  let  them  get  any  more.  It  was  desired 
by  many  that  the  whole  Police  Department  should  go 
free,  and  some  were  very  tenacious  in  their  views. 
But  we  finally  agreed  to  report  exactly  as  we  have 
done. 

Alderman  Hulbert— If  this  is  so,  then  so  much  the 
worse  foi'  the  Police  Department.  If  the  Cnief  of  that 
department  can't  manage  its  affairs  I  don't  think  the 
East  Boston  Ferry  Department  should  be  required 
to  helo  him  do  it.  You  may  start  this  thing  today 
with  free  passes  for  the  policemen  who  have  to  go 
across  the  ferries  frequently,  and  next  year  you  will 
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be  asked  for  passes  for  policemen  who  live  in  East 
Boston;  and  so  on  next  year  there  will  be  something 
more.  I  believe  the  Chief  of  Police  can  take  care  of 
the  men  in  his  department  and  resist  the  pressure. 
Besides,  it  is  best  that  the  East  Boston  ferries  should 
remain  as  they  are.  What  I  object  to  is  the  giving  of 
free  passes.  The  ferries  are  improving  every  year, 
and  East  Boston  people  are  better  served  today  than 
they  ever  wer3  before— better  than  they  would  be  if 
the  ferries  were  free.  And  I  think  the  people  over 
there  are  coming  to  see  that  this  is  so. 
If  I  were  a  citizen  of  East  Boston  I  would  not  prefer 
free  ferries.  We  are  giving  them  better  and  better 
accommodations,  and  now  if  we  inaugurate  anything 
that  looks  to  the  matter  of  free  passes  we  will  make 
a  mistake.  This  is  why  I  oppose  it.  I  want  each  de- 
partment to  stand  on  its  own  basis,  and  I  am  decid- 
edly opposed  to  introducing  passes  in  any  form. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  don't  see  so  much  harm  in 
this  order  since  it  has  been  explained,but  I  should  vote 
against  it  until  it  is  shown  that  there  is  a  necessity 
for  it.  Why  instruct  them  to  sell  season  tickets  of 
any  sort  when  the  Chief  of  Police  can  go  or  send 
there  and  buy  them  at  any  time?  If  it  can  be  shown 
that  there  is  necessity  for  the  order  I  will  vote  for  it, 
but  at  present  I  can't  see  the  use  of  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

OVERSEER   OP   THE   POOR. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  made  a  repori  nominating  Alvan 
Simonds  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  caused  by  the  death  of  Thomas 
Blasland.    The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot,  and  Alvan  Simonds  was  unanimous- 
ly chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

THE   WATER   SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  l^presen ted  an  order  conferring  upon  theWater 
Board  power  to  seize  lands  upon  the  line  of  Sudbury 
River.  I  expressed  the  opinion  then  that  an  order  of 
inquiry  might  be  very  properly  substituted,  but  the 
emergency  of  the  case  was  such  that  the  order  was 
passed.  Considerable  discussion  has  ensued,  both  in 
the  other  branch  and  in  the  press,  and  statements 
have  been  made  in  the  newspapers  which  may  be 
construed  into  an  attack  on  the  City  Engineer,  and 
which  I  believe  not  to  i.e  true.  I  think  those  state- 
ments are  made  upon  a  wrong  basis.  But  delay  has 
ensued,  which  maybe  better,  after  all;  and  I  now 
offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  information  to  the  City  Council 
as  early  as  practicable,  upon  the  following  points, 
namely:  The  present  condition  of  water  in  Mystic 
Pond,  as  regards  quantity  and  purity;  the  approxi- 
mate cost  of  obtaining  a  supply  from  said  nond  for 
the  city  of  Boston;  the  objections,  if  any,  to  relying 
upon  the  same  as  a  source  of  supply ;  the  condition 
of  the  present  conduit  from  Lake  Cochituate,  as  re- 
gards capacity  and  safety;  and  the  changes  needed  to 
prevent  any  waste  of  the  present  supply. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Water  Board,  anticipat- 
ing the  passage  of  this  order,  have  already  commenced 
the  inquiry  called  for,  and  as  soon  as  a  statement  can 
be  prepared  it  will  be  laid  before  the  City  Council. 
1  have  also  seen  statements  in  the  press  that  the 
Mystic  water  is  perfectly  pure.  I  have  here  a  speci- 
men of  what  Mystic  water  does  for  steam  boilers 
(exhibiting  a  solid  collection  of  sediment  taken  from 
a  boiler)  and  it  is  a  subject  of  general  complaint  in 
East  Boston.  Pipes  which  ought  to  last  ten  years 
now  last  only  three,  five  or  six  or  eight  months.  An- 
other point  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  brought 
out  is  that  the  Mystic  water  is  brought  here  over  a 
wooden  bridge.  Both  bridges  between  Boston  and 
Charlestown  are  connected  with  large  lumber  yards, 
and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  of  a  great  conflagration 
burning  up  those  yards  and  the  water  pipes  with 
them.  Then,  in  severe  gales,  the  bridges  may  be 
broken  down.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Water 
Board  and  the  City  Engineer  will  give  good  and  suf- 
ficeut  reasons  for  introducing  the  water  from  Sud- 
bury River. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy — In  this  connection  I  wish  to 
offer  the  petition  of  George  B.  Upton  et  al.,  that  be- 
fore final  action  is  had  in  regard  to  the  project  of 
taking  water  from  Sudbury  River  and  Long  Pond, 
the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  a  judicious  commit- 
tee to  report,  first,  upon  the  expense;  second,  wheth- 
er a  supply  for  many  years  cannot  be  had  from  the 
Mystic,  and  the  expense  attending  that  introduction. 

Alderman  Quincy  asked  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  petitioners  ask  just  what  is  meant  to  be 
done  by  the  order  I  have  offered. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  merely  offer  the  petition, 
which  asks  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  judicious 
committee. 


Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  suggest  that  the  pe- 
tition go  to  the  Water  Board,  as  they  have  this  sub- 
ject under  consideration. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  would  suggest  that  a  judicious 
committee  had  better  be  appointed.  If  they  have 
got  good  pumping  capacity  at  Mystic  Lake,  it  would 
be  best  to  look  into  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — This  is  precisely  what  I  con- 
templated in  my  order.  It  is  very  well  to  say  we 
have  plenty  of  pumps  and  pipes,  but  I  take  it  we  have 
got  an  able  Water  Board  and  one  of  the  ablest  City 
Engineers  in  the  country,  and  it  is  his  intention  to 
call  to  his  assistance  other  engineers,  and  make  a 
report  entirely  satisfactoi-y  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  because  it  is  a 
committee  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  like  to  make  further 
inquiry  about  that  petition,  and  I  move  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table.    Carried. 

GAS   PIPES   IN  THE   STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Boston  as  surveyors  of  highways  to  require 
the  gas  companies  located  within  the  limits  of  this 
city  to  lay  down  pipes  and  furnish  gas  in  any  public 
street  or  way  of  the  city  whenever  in  the  opinion  of 
said  Board  the  public  safety  and  convenience  require 
the  lighting  of  any  street  or  way. 

Alderman  Power — My  reason  for  offering  the  order 
is  this:  I  don't  know  that  gentlemen  are  acquainted 
with  the  facts  in  the  case.  In  East  Boston,  and  in 
South  Boston  more  particularly,  there  are  many 
streets  which  are  entirely  built  over,  and  yet  are  in 
total  darkness,  from  the  fact  that  the  gas  company 
will  not  furnish  light  without  a  private  guarantee  to 
them.  The  city  is  likewise  responsible  for  any  dam- 
age to  persons  from  falling  into  holes  or  breaking 
limbs.  Now  there  are  many  old  streets  there,  which 
are  built  over,  and  people  can't  have  lights  there  be- 
cause many  of  them  are  too  poor  to  have  gas  in  their 
houses.  I  never  heard  any  complaints  in  the  city 
proper.  It  seems  to  me  the  city  ought  to  have  the 
right  to  compel  the  gas  company  to  put  lamps  there 
when  they  deem  it  necessary  for  the  public  good  to 
do  so. 

Alderman  Gibson— That  street  in  East  Boston  has 
been  built  up  for  fifteen  years,  and  the  company  has 
laid  its  pipes  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  street.  Some 
time  ago  I  asked  them  to  finish  the  work  that  we 
might  have  street  lamps.  They  refused  to  put  the 
pipes  down  because  the  city  refused  to  raise  the  rates 
of  gas.  I  told  them  it  was  a  pretty  small  way  to 
manage. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  the  order  wil'  pass.  The 
object  contemplated  is  a  good  one  and  is  called  for. 
It  has  come  under  my  observation  frequently,  in 
parts  of  the  city  where  I  reside,  that  there  is  a  great 
lack  of  gas  pipes.  I  think  legislative  action  should 
be  had  that  the  people  may  be  accommodated  with 
light. 

Alderman  Power — A  great  many  citizens  think  it  is 
the  fault  of  the  city  and  complain  of  our  extrava- 
gance and  want  of  system.  We  get  a  street  nicely 
paved,  and  then  the  next  day  the  streets  are  dug  up 
for  the  gas  pipes.  In  South  Boston  they  refused  to 
lay  the  gas  pipes  becaii-n  they  could  not  make 
enough  out  of  the  abutters  to  pay  for  the  interest. 
If  we  had  this  power  we  could  have  the  pipes  put  there. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

REPORTS   OP    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  A.  H. 
Poss  and  the  remonstrance  against  the  same,  reported 
leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $700,  in  re- 
pairingand  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  I, 
Kinth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  544  Washington 
street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent 
of  armory  for  Compauy  I,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M., 
at  No.  98  Kingston  street,  for  the  two  months  ending 
August  1, 1873,  the  sum  of  $52;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Hulbert,  from  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  East 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  East  Boston  Railroad  Company,"  approved 
March  8,  1873,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 


4^4 


BOAR-D       OF       ALDERMEN^ 


of  Owen  Kennedy  for  hack  stand  at  87  Chestnut 
street;  Davenport  Brothers,  to  give  entertainments 
at  Tremont  Temple;  D.  H.  Cunningham  for  pawn- 
broker's license  at  93  Court  street;  D.  A.  Nason  et  al. 
for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  W.  H.  Hawley,  P. 
Collins,  S.  T.  Snow,  and  Edward  Welch,  for  wagon 
license;  Timson  Brothers,  for  license  to  deal  in  sec- 
ond-hand articles  at  corner  India  street  and  Atlantic 
avenue;  John  Morrell,  124  Pleasant  street,  Louisa 
Jones,  13754  Dover  street;  William  H.  Andrews,  34 
Crescent  place,  for  victuallers'  license;  Abraham 
Troeder,  for  leave  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  at 
139  Harrison  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  John  F. 
Bagley,  96  Merrimac  street,  for  victualler's  license. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Fan- 
euil  Hall,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition 
of  L.  L.  Thaxter,  for  leave  to  use  Faneuil  Hall  for  a 
reunion  of  the  Fusileers.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  favorably  on  the  applications  of  S.  B.  Ryder, 
rear  of  245  Lexington  street;  C.  E.  Hall,  Castle  street, 
for  leave  to  erect  wooden  stables;  and  no  action 
necessary  on  remonstrance  of  Charles  A.  Wiener, 
et  al.,  against  enlargement  of  stable  at  134  Eighth 
street.     Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount  already  au- 
thorized for  music  stands,  the  same  being  for  mu- 
sic racks  and  fixtures,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Incid  ental  Expenses. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  May  6, 1873,  charg- 
ing the  expense  of  procuring  plans  for  the  new  police 
station  house,  South  Boston,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  J)ill  for  Plans  and  Specifications 
for  the  new  police-station  house.  South  Boston,  be- 
tween K  and  I  streets,  be  charged  to  the  special  appro- 
priation for  that  building. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  expend  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  appropriated  for  the  fitting  up  of 
the  Municipal  Court  room.  Southern  District,  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  being  the  amount 
necessary  for  extending  the  heating  apparatus  for 
suitably  heating  said  rooms,  and  said  sum,  wilh  the 
sums  previously  appropriated  for  expenses  on  County 
Buildings  during  the  present  municipal  year,  being  in 
excess  of  five  thousand  dollars;  said  amount  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Hulbert,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  recommendations  of  the  grand  jury  of  Suffolk, 
reported  that  in  regard  to  the  transportation  of 
prisoners  to  the  City  Prison  and  thence  to  the  houses 
of  detention,  they  would  recommend  that  the  female 
prisoners  be  kept  separate  from  the  male  prisoners, 
and  that  they  be  transported  in  vans  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Police  Department,  and  that  the  horses 
therefor  be  kept  at  the  city  stable.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert— 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  making  some 
arrangement  by  which  the  delay  now  caused  in  send- 
ing to  the  City  Hall  for  permission  to  shut  off  or  let 
on  water  in  the  outlying  wards  may  be  obviated. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  reported  orders  to  pay  H.  H.  Hunnewell  $770 
on  account  of  Essex-street  widening,  and  the  heirs 
of  Jonathan  Brigham  $2239  on  account  of  the  widen- 
ing of  Essex  street.  The  orders  were  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  assessments  for  sewers  in 
Arch,  Clifford,  Folsoni,  Kiagston  and  Eighth  streeis 
and  Harrison  avenue,  reported  that  they  were  correct 
and  recommended  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
orders  for  collection.  The  orders  were  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Alderman  Power,from  the  same  committee,reported 
an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Tuesday,  Nov. 
4,  at  4  P.  M.  on  the  petition  for  a  sewer  in  Sixth 
street.    The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ported  no  action  necessary  on  the  petition  of  P.  S. 
Briggs  for  Sewer  in  Westminster  street;  inexpedient 
on  the  petition  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  for  a  sewer  in  Highland  street;  and  no  ac- 
tion necessary  on  the  petition  of  F.  Bleiler  and  oth- 
ers, for  sewer  in  Heath  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,from  the  Committee  on  Paving,to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  E.  A.  Cushman, 


Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  and  others,  sub- 
mittee  reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Ruggles  street,  between  the  Provi- 
dehce  Railroad  and  Parker  street,  to  the  established 
grade,  and  to  reset  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters 
and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  said  streets.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $6000. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Centre  street 
(Ward  15)  from  Eliot  square  to  Highland  street,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  Linwood  square.  Esti- 
mated cost  $1500. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  the 
Rowe's  Wharf  Corporation  to  remove  within  twenty 
days  so  much  of  the  building  standing  on  their 
premises  as  extends  over  the  lines  of  Atlantic  avenue 
and  Broad  street. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  on  the  westerly  side  of 
Berkeley  street,  between  Boylston  and  Newburv 
streets.     Cost  $200. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalks 
in  front  of  vacant  lot  on  Winthrop  street  near  War- 
ren street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  thereof. 

Passed, 

Ordered,  That  this  Board  establish  the  revised 
grades  of  Liberty  square.  Water,  Batterymarch  and 
Milk  streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  December  31,  1872,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of  O.  L. 
Gillett,  for  leave  to  project  a  sign  at  141  Hanover 
street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported an  order  to  pay  Thomas  J.  Garrigan  $200,  for 
grade  damages  on  Paris  street.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  organize 
a  steam  fire  engine  company,  to  take  charge  of  steam 
fire  engine  No.  24,  the  same  to  be  located  in  the  house 
corner  of  Warren  and  Quincy  streets.  Highland  Dis- 
trict, said  company  to  go  into  service  November  1. 
1873. 

Passed. 

Whereas,  John  A.  Fynes,  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  and  attached  to  Extinguisher  Corps  No. 
1,  was  seriously  injured  at  a  fire  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John 
A.  Fynes  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  on  account  of  in- 
juries received  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as 
a  member  of  the  Fire  Department;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  on  Albany 
street,  between  Beach  and  Dover  streets,  and  erect 
thereon  an  engine  house  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
steam  fire  engine  and  the  horses  and  men  connected 
therewith. 

Passed. 

brookline's  water  supply. 

Alderman  Quincy  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam I.  Bowditch,  John  W.  Candler,  George  Griggs 
and  Horace  N.  Fisher,  asking  that  in  consideration 
of  the  fact  that  by  the  recent  annexation  of  Charles- 
town  the  supply  of  water  is  more  than  sufficient  for 
all  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  of 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  reservoirs  is  in  the  town  of 
Brookline,  and  the  pipes  of  both  the  Cochituate  res- 
ervoirs pass  through,  tnat  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  be  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the  town  of 
Brookline  to  supply  the  said  town  with  water,  under 
the  acts  of  1872,  chanter  177,  section  8. 

Alderman  Quincy— Before  this  petition  takes  its 
reference  to  the  appropriate  committee,  I  desire  to 
take  occasion  to  explain  to  the  Board  and  through 
the  reporters  to 'the  public  in  a  very  few  words,  the 
circumstances  of  its  origin.  It  is  proposed  at  the 
next  town  meeting  in  Brookline  to  authorize  borrow- 
ing: half  a  million  dollars  or  considerably  more  to 
bring  water  from  Charles  River  for  the  supply  of  that 
town.  The  act  of  1872  authorizes  the  Citv  of  Boston 
to  supply  Brookline  with  Cochituate  water  on  such 
terms  as  may  be  ag^reed  upon.  As  the  petition  states 
one  of  our  reservoirs  is  in  Brookline  and  the  pipes 
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from  both  pass  through  it.  Now  would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter if  the  town  of  Brookline  should  so  vote  for  us  to 
sell  her  the  water  she  wants  directly  out  of  our  pipes 
which  pass  tbrough,  rather  than  that  a  large  surii 
should  be  added  to  her  debt,  which  may  be  ours  in 
no  distant  future  in  order  to  establish  a  separate 
system  of  pipes  for  a  separate  supply  from  Charles 
Eiver.  If  annexation  does  take  place  then  we  shoul- 
der the  debt  and  have  a  system  of  pipes  which  we 
don 't  want,  and  which  it  is  more  than  likely 
may  interfere  with  the  metropolitan  plan  for  a  com- 
prehensive system  of  sewerage  and  drainage.  If 
annexation  never  takes  place,  yet  Brookline  remains 
in  the  area  which  it  is  universally  agreed  should 
adopt  such  single  and  comprehensive  plan  of  sewer- 
age, drainage,  and  water  supply,  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly seem  an  advantage  for  us  to  sell  her  what 
water  she  wants,  thus  making  her  water  supply  a 
part  of  the  general  system.  '  If  this  petition  had 
been  circulated  it  would  have  obtained  hundreds  of 
the  best  signatures  in  Brookline,  but  it  was  drawn 
and  presented  today,  in  order  that  public  attention 
might  be  called  to  the  matter  before  any  decisive 
action  in  town  meeting. 

On  motion   of  Alderman   Quincy  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 
Hayes's  stable. 

Alderman  Hulbert  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  that  he  might  move  to  reconsider  the  order 
passed  October  13,  revoking  permission  to  Martin 
Hayes  to  build  stable  on  Berkeley  and  Appleton 
streets. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  for  an  explanation. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  think  the  vote  passed  at  that 
time  is  illegal,  and  I  desire  a  reconsideration  that  the 
question  may  be  opened  again. 

The  rules  were  suspended— 11  for  and  1  against. 

Alderman  Hulbert  moved  that  the  voteby  which 
the  order  above  referred  to  was  passed  be  reconsid- 
ered.    Carried. 

Alderman  Hulbert— Independent  of  the  merits  of 
the  question,  I  think  from  what  I  have  been  informed 
that  it  was  not  in  our  province  to  pass  that  order.  I 
understand  that  the  City  Solicitor  has  expressed  the 
opinion  that  when  permission  has  once  been  granted 
to  a  person  to  build  a  stable  that  license  cannot  be 
revoked  and  the  person  has  a  vested  right  therein  of 
which  he  cannot  be  deprived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der, Alderman  Sayward  moved  that  it  be  mdeflnitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Clark — I  don't  exactly  understand  this 
question,  and  should  like  an  explanation. 

The  Chair  said  the  question  was  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  to  revoke  the  license  of  Mr.  Hayes  to  erect 
the  stable. 

Alderman  Hulbert— As  I  understand  the  case,  it  is 
this:  Although  the  stable  was  partially  burnt,  it  did 
not  destroy  the  right  which  the  owner  had  to  have  a 
stable  jhere.  As  I  understand  i.t,  we  had.no  right  to 
pass  the  order  revoking  the  license.  Believing  that  to 
be  the  case,  I  bring  it  before  this  Board  than  we  may 
act  adviset^ly.  The  question  is  whether  we  have  this 
right  to  revoke  the  license?  I  quote  from  a  letter 
from  the  City  Solicitor  written  in  1870  on  an  entirely 
difl'erent  matter.  If  gentlemen  prefer  to  lay  this 
matter  oa  the  table  to  consult  about  it.  I  will  net 
object. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward  to  indefinetly 
.postpone  was  carried. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  Martin  Hayes, 
for  permission  to  rebulla  his  stable  on  Berkeley 
street,  reported  that  they  had  heard  the  parties  in  in- 
terest. It  is  contended  by  parties  in  aid  of  Mr. 
Hayes's  petition,  that  a  stable  in  that  locality  is  abso- 
lutely required,  and  their  experience  has  shown  that 
for  cleanliness,  good  order  and  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment of  attendants,  together  with  good  light  and 
ventilation,  it  has  not  been  equalled  by  any 
stal:)le  in  the  city.  The  remonstrants  generally  ac- 
knowledge that  the  stable  has  been  well  conducted; 
yet  they  oppose  a  continuation  of  the  same  for  the 
following  reasons:  1st,  that  a  stable  is  objectionable 
in  that  locality  from  the  fact  that  it  would  lessen  the 
value  of  real  estate;  2d,  its  close  proximity  to  three 
churches;  3d,  if  permitted  to  remain,  the  rates  of  in- 
surance must  naturally  be  increased;  they  are  also  of 
opinion  that  other  locations  better  adapted  for  stable 
purposes  can  be  obtained  in  the  neighborhood.  In 
conclusion,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
no  positive  injury  can  arise  by  granting  the  request 
of  Mr.  Hayes,  and  would  recommend  that  said  request 
be  granted,  with  such  restrictions  as  shall  be  accepta- 
ble to  the  inspector  of  Buildings  and  Committee  on 
Health. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  if  an  order  requiring  a 
license  had  been  reported. 

Alderman  Sayward— No  order  is  required.  The 
committee  recommend  that  he  have  permission  to  re- 
pair the  stable.  If  the  report  is  accepted  by  this 
body  Mr.  Hayes  can  repair  his  stable  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Health. 


Alderman  Stebbins— I  notice  that  some  of  the  re- 
monstrants are  present  and  desire  to  be  heard.  I 
move  they  have  permission  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject. 

Alderman  Sayward  had  no  objection  to  the  remon- 
strants being  heard,  but  the  committee  had  given  no- 
tice to  all  parties  and  they  were  heard,  still  if  there  is 
anything  new  he  would  be  glad  to  hear  it. 

Permission  being  given  the  remonstrants  to  be 
heard,  Hon.  Charles  W.  Slack,  on  behalf  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Parker  Memorial  Meeting  House, 
said,  "The  aspect  of  this  question  has  very  material- 
ly changed  by  the  orders  passed  this  afternoon.  A 
new  question  seems  to  have  been  raised,  whether  Mr. 
Hayes  should  be  allowed  to  build  a  stable  in  that 
vicinity  again. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  question  or  dispute  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor,  but  if  that  is  correct  law  you 
cannot  revoke  any  license  which  you  give  to  anybody. 
The  application  of  this  doctrine  prevents  you 
from  revoking  his  license.  What  I  desire  to 
say  on  the  main  question  is  that  we  lia/ve 
built  an  expensive  building  in  the  confident 
expectation  that  the  stable  would  be  only 
a  temporary  inconvenience  to  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  we  have  understood  that  Mr.  Hayes  desir- 
ed to  remove  it  soon;  yet  from  this  action  it  appears 
that  he  has  the  right  to  remain  there.  All  we  can 
say  is,  we  trust  he  may  be  permitted  to  repair  the  old 
stable  and  not  build  a  new  brick  building.  If  a 
wooden  building  is  allowed  to  remain  there,  the  rise 
in  the  value  of  land  will  be  prevented.  We  have  had 
quite  a  manifest  improvement  m  the  character  of  the 
vicinity  since  Martin  Hayes's  stable  was  put  there. 
There  are  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  the  Parker  Memorial 
Building,  the  Berkeley-street  Church,  and  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  Rev.  Father  Blaikie  is 
pastor.  The  streets  in  the  vicinity  have  all  grown 
up  with  fine  buildings.  Gray  street,  Warren 
avenue  and  Appleton  street  are  all  filled  with 
very  worthy  residents.  These  streets  converge 
into  this  immediate  vicinity,  and  we  all 
feel  that  our  property  there  would  be  increased 
in  value  if  the  stable  were  removed.  We  all  know 
that  Mr.  Hayes  has  contemplated  the  erection  of  a 
Music  Hall  on  that  site,  and  he  has  consulted  ar- 
chitects and  the  proprietors  of  the  Music  Hall  in  re- 
gard to  seating  capacity.  He  does  n't  contemplate 
remaining  there  very  long.  In  regard  to  the  store 
property  aM  we  can  say  is  that  the  stores  in 
the  Odd  Fellows'  Building  were  leased  long  be- 
fore the  building  was  finished.  It  is  the  centre  of 
streets  connecting  with  all  parts  of  the  city,  from 
South  and  East  Boston  and  Roxbury.  We  expect 
Mr.  Paul  will  erect  a  new  building  next  spring,  and 
on  the  other  side  Messrs.  Bailey  &  Jenkins  will  re- 
model the  building  on  their  site.  If  we  are 
to  have  a  permanent  stable  there,  all  that 
property  from  which  the  city  will  derive  a 
handsome  income,  will  not  be  improved  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  will  be  if  the  stable  be  not  re- 
moved. Therefore  we  would  like  the  Board  not  to 
issue  a  license  of  such  a  nature  that  the  stable  shall 
be  a  permanent  structure.  On  our  own  part  we  think 
the  stable  ought  to  be  removed.  If  this  order  had 
not  been  passed  this  afternoon,  we  should  have 
stood  on  our  legal  rights  and  not  allowed  the  stable 
within  a  hundred  yan  =  of  the  meeting  house.  I 
would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Wheaton  a  few  questions  as 
to  the  prospective  damage  to  property  there  in  case 
the  stable  remains. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  don't  object  to  taking  all 
night,  if  necessary,  but  at  the  committee  meeting  no 
parties  appeared"  for  the  Odd  Fellows' Hall  or  for 
Berkeley-street  church  and  the  party  who  appeared 
for  the  other  church  withdrew  all  his  objections. 
As  to  the  power  of  this  Board  to  revoke  the  license, 
I  presume  that  when  this  Board'declares  Mr.  Hayes's 
stable  a  nuisance,  the  permit  will  be  revoked  by  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Slack  called  Mr.  Wharton,  who  was  interested 
in  the  Odd  Fellows  Building,  who  said  a  permit  to 
repair  would  be  preferable  to  a  permanent  stable 
building  there.  The  stockholders  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
Building  were  much  opposed  to  the  stable  remaining 
there,  and  think  it  would  be  detrimental  to  real 
estate. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward  moved  a  reconsideration,  and  it 
was  rejected. 

THE   OLD   MATHER  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Gaffleld,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order 
to  cancel  the  sale  of  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse,  re- 
ported that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Alderman  Gafiield— As  it  was  thought  best  not  to 
present  a  long  report,  which  might  furnish  the  text 
for  another  protracted  discussion,  it  may  be  well  to 
give  a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons  which  led  the 
committee  to  recommend  the  passage  of  this  order. 
The  three  gentlemen  of  the  Mather  School  Commit- 
tee residing  in  Dorchester  were  notified  to  attend  the 
hearing,  and  two  were  present,  the  other  being   ab 
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sent  at  the  West.  The  subject  in  all  its  bearings  was 
fully  consiaered  during  a  session  of  more  than  two 
hours.  The  testimony  of  Br.  Gushing,  the  chairman 
of  the  District  Committee,  confirmed,  with  a  slight 
exception,  every  statement  of  his  letter  to  the  Alder- 
man of  the  Twelfth  Ward,  which  I  will  read,  as  it 
very  briefly  and  truly  covers  the  whole  ground. 

DOBCHESTER,  Aug.  9, 187.3. 

Dear  Sir — ^In  answer  to  your  request  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  expediency  of  keeping  the  old  Math- 
er Schoolhonse  for  a  primary-school  building,  I 
reply  that  every  room  in  the  new  building  will 
be  occupied  in  September,  and,  in  my  opinion,  we 
shall  need  additional  accommodations  for  primary 
scholars,  in  the  course  of  the  coming  year.  I  under- 
stand that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Superintendent 
ef  Public  Buildings  to  fit  up  the  old  almshouse  for 
this  purpose.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  unfit  for  a  school- 
house,  the  rooms  being  low,  and  the  building  itself 
standing  on  the  south  side  of  a  high  gravel  bank,  and 
with  no  proper  playground  about  U.  By  moving  the 
old  schoolhouse  about  one  hundred  feet  you  wili  have 
as  good  accommodations  as  could  be  wished  for  for 
three  hundred  children,  who  will  then  be  more  imme- 
diately under  the  eye  of  the  master.  While  I  should 
myself  prefer  to  see  all  buildings— except  the  old 
meeting  house— removed  from  the  hill,  thus  making  it 
an  open  common,  1  must  allow  that,  by  keeping  the 
old  schoolhouse  for  future  needs,  a  very  considera- 
ble sum  of  money  will  be  saved  to  the  city. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Benjamin  Gushing. 

To  Alderman  Power. 

The  slight  exception  referred  to  was  in  regard  to 
the  expense  of  placing  the  schoolhouse  in  its  new 
position  on  the  hill.  If  it  should  cost  the  city  a  very 
large  amount,  Dr.  C.  might  prefer  to  expend  that 
amount  in  erecting  small  primary  schoolhouses  in 
various  portions  of  the  district.  But  at  an  expense 
of  $5,500,  or  even  $7500,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise 
economy  to  preserve  upon  Meeting-House  Hill  a 
building  which  would  accommodate  three  hundred 
primary  pupils,  and  answer  the  wants  of  the  district 
for  several  years.  The  simple  facts  in  the  case  are 
these.  The  new  Mather  Schoolhonse  has  ten  school 
rooms  and  an  exhibition  room.  When  the  ten  rooms 
are  filled  to  the  maximum  allowed  by  the  rules  or 
practice  of  the  School  Gommittee,  of  forty-nine  in 
primary  classes,  fifty-six  in  the  lower  grammar 
classes,  and  thirty-six  pupils  in  the  two  upper  ones 
(this  being  a  school  for  boys  and  girls),  there  will  be 
499  pupili-'.  On  Wednesday  last,  according  to 
the  list  furnished  me  by  Dr.  Cushing,  four  hundred 
and  forty-two  were  connected  with  the  school.  The 
ten  rooms  are  now  occupied  by  seven  grammar  and 
three  primary  classes.  The  primary  classes  are 
already  over-crowded.  By  promotion  from  these 
primary  classes,  about  eighty  new  grammar  pupils 
are  added  every  year,  while  a  much  smaller  number 
graduate  and  enter  the  high  schools,  so  that  it  will 
sooner  or  later  be  necessary  to  use  the  new  building 
entirely  for  grammar-school  classes.  When  this 
necessity  arises,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  nearly 
two  hundred  primary  scholars  now  accommodated  in 
the  new  building,  the  city  must  adopt  one  of  three 
plans. 

1.  To  purchase  a  suitable  lot  of  land,  and  build 
thereupon  a  new  schoolhonse,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000  to 
$40,000. 

2.  To  alter  the  old  almshouse  for  school  purposes 
at  an  expense  of  about  $5000. 

3.  To  save  the  old  Mather  School  building,Jand  re- 
move it  upon  land  owned  by  the  city,  within  a  few 
rods  of  its  present  location  on  Meeting-Honse 
Hill. 

The  first  plan  received  no  favor  in  the  committee. 
The  second  is  opposed  by  the  School  Committee, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  many  of 
the  best  inhabitants  of  Dorchester.  The  old  school 
building  is  preferable  to  the  old  almshouse,  however 
it  might  be  improved,  and  Us  healthy  and  command- 
ing location  on  Meeting-Houee  Hill  is  unrivalled,  if 
not  incomparably  superior  to  that  of  any  other  school 
edifice  in  Dorchester.  The  committee  by  a  vote  of 
two  to  one  decided  in  favor  of  the  third  plan,  and 
therefore  report  that  the  old  building  although 
somewhat  damaged  by  preparations  for  moving,  is 
still  in  such  good  condition  from  its  original  excel- 
lent construction  in  1856,  that  it  can  be  moved,  re- 
paired and  put  in  perfect  order  ior  use  at  a  small 
fraction  of  the  cost  which  would  be  incurred  for  a 
new  structure  in  another  location.  It  is,  therefore, 
true  economy  to  pass  the  order  recommended  by  the 
committee. 

Alderman  Sayward— Mr.  Chairman,  a  fact  is  one 
thing,  an  opinion  another.  Now,  sir,  when  I  state 
what  I  believe  to  be  a  fact,  and  that  statement  is 
contradicted,  I  must  endeavor  to  give  some  reason 
for  such  a  statement.  I  have  more  than  once  said 
that  we  have  no  use  for  this  old  building,  of  which 
so  much  has  been  said.  To  prove  this,  gentlemen,  I 
have  to  say  that,  at  the  request  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, the  city  of  Boston  has  provided  much  better 


accommodations  for  the  Mather  School  District,  and 
all  that  will  be  needed  for  some  years  to  come,  in  my 
opinion;  and  this  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Dr.  Gushing,  who  says  that  the  committee 
have  not  asked  for  additional  accommodation,  and 
do  not  intend  to  for  the  present,  but  can  get  along 
with  what  they  have.  Now,  sir,  I  should  think  they 
would  get  along  with  what  they  have,  not  having  oc- 
cupied this  splendid  new  schoolhouse  more  than  six 
weeks.  A  house,  sir,  with  every  convenience,  and 
plenty  of  spare  room,  ought  to  satisfy  any  commit- 
tee, at  least  for  a  few  years. 

Now,  sir,  during  the  whole  time  of  preparing  plans, 
erecting  and  completing  this  schoolhouse,  not  one 
member  of  the  committee  or  a  teacher  has  ever  inti- 
mated that  it  would  not  accommodate  all  the  pupils 
in  this  district  for  some  time  to  come.  On  the  con- 
trary it  has  been  asked  several  times  during  its  erec- 
tion. Why  build  so  large  a  house?  And  further  than 
this,  sir,  from  the  time  the  order  passed  the  City 
Council  to  sell  this  building,  np  to  the  present 
time,  no  member  of  the  School  Committee 
has  asked  either  the  committee  or  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  to  retain  this 
building  for  school  purposes.  Then  why  this  great 
cry  about  selling  an  old  wooden  building  which  we 
have  no  further  use  for?  Isit  because  the  local  School 
Committee  want  it  to  remain  as  an  ornament  to  the 
new  house  or  to  Meeting-House  Hill?  No,  sir;  the 
evidence  given  by  the  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee was,  that  the  absent  member,  Mr.  Sanford, 
did  not  think  it  judicious  to  have  the  building  re- 
main on  the  hill,  and  he  himself  would  prefer  to  have 
it  removed,  and  if  it  must  remain,  there  was  but  one 
place  for  it,  viz.,  where  the  hook  andladder  House 
stands.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Cushing,  so  that 
the  old  sheds  need  not  be  removed  for  this.  And  as 
this  old  schoolhouse  is  not  to  take  the  place  of  the 
sheds,  Dr.  Cushing  having  distinctly  said  this  could 
not  be  considered  a  proper  location,  and  as  the  party 
who  opposed  the  moving  of  the  building  through  the 
street  finds  it  is  not  to  take  the  place  of  these  sheds 
that  my  friend  on  the  left  is  so  much  troubled  about, 
he  will  waive  all  objection  and  give  the  Committee 
on  Paving  a  chance  to  grant  the  request  of 
these  petitioners,  and  allow  Mr.  Sanborn  to  move 
his  building  in  as  many  or  as  few  pieces  as  in  their 
judgment  may  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  parties 
concerned.  And  now,  sir,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  hope 
this  matter  will  be  indefinetely  postponed  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons,  together  with  those  I  have  already 
given:  First,  Because  it  was  stated  by  my  friend  on 
the  left,  last  Monday,  that  Dr.  Gushing  said  that 
every  seat  in  the  new  schoolhouse  was  spoken  for, 
and  there  were  scholars  enough  to  fill  every  seat  in 
the  schoolhouse.  Now,  sir,  this  is  not  a  fact. 
I  said  "There  will  be  two  vacant  rooms  notwith- 
standing what  Dr.  Cushing  says."  Now,  gentlemen, 
in  saying  this  I  did  not.  for  one  moment,  doubt  the 
word  of  Dr.  Gushing.  No  one  can  hold  that  gentle- 
man in  higher  esteem  than  I  do.  But  this  was  not 
his  language.  His  language  was,  as  he  has  stated  to 
me.  that  "every  room  would  be  occupied,"  and  this, 
sir,  is  true,  and  if  there  were  but  fifty  pupils  every 
room  could  be  occupied,  but  they  are  not  full  now. 
My  argument  that  we  did  not  need  any  further  ac- 
commodation in  that  district  was  based  upon 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the 
School  Board  of  1873,  just  out.  This  gives  the  aver- 
age number  attending  the  Mather  District,  to  be  .308. 
With  this  number  for  the  basis,  how  many  seats 
would  be  unoccupied  in  a  schoolhouse  with  ten 
rooms,  with  seats  for  fifty-six  scholars,  in  each  room? 
Well,  sir,  if  I  can  figure  correctly,  there  will  be  252 
seats  unoccupied.  Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  said  this 
report  of  the  School  Gommittee  is  not  to  be  relied 
upon.  Let  us  take  it  as  given  to  me  by  the  master 
of  the  Mather  School,  and  see  if  I  have  not  made  a 
correct  statement  when  I  say  the  house  is  not  full, 
and  that  they  can  and  ought  to  get  almng  with  their 
present  accommodation  for  some  time  to  come. 

Statei-nent  from  Master: 

Grammar  Teachers.                  Pupils.  Seats. 

Miss  Bailey's  room 42      (lowest  class)  56 

Miss  Shepherd's  room 30  56 

Miss  Austin's  room 43  56 

Miss  .Jenkins's  room 46  .56 

Miss  Dunnells's  room 42  56 

Miss  .Jacobs 's  room 31  56 

Miss  Symms's  room 35  56 

Total 269  392 

269 

Vacant  seats 123 

Then,  there  is  a  large  hall  in  this  building  which 
will  accommodate  at  leapt  a  hundred  more. 
Now  gentlemen  with  these  facts  before  you, 
together  with  the  changes  which  are  now  being  con- 
sidered by  the  School  Gommittee  of  Ward  16,  the  city 
will  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  warranted  in  spending 
one  dollar  for  the  purchase  of  this  old  building 
which  we  have  no  use  for,  and  never  shall  have,  in 
this  district  or  in  any  other   distriet  in  Ward  16  for 
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years  to  come,  if  the  plan  of  the  School  Committee  is 
adopted  for  primary  schools,  whicii  seems  to  he  a 
very,  sensible  one  for  that  locality.  Dr.  Cushing's 
opinion  is  that  they  may  want  the  building;  but  it  is 
only  an  opinion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many  reasons  why  we 
should  not  take  this  building  back,  and  the  most  po- 
tent one  of  all  is  that  we  do  not  need  it;  and  I  make 
this  statement  not  simply  as  an  opinion,  but  from 
evidence  obtained  from  Dr.  Cushing.  He  says  the 
committee  have  not  asked  for  further  accominoda- 
,tions,  nor  will  they  for  the  piresent.  He  also  says 
that  for  Ward  16  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  larse  num- 
ber of  small  or  primary  children  in  any  one  building. 
Now,  sir,  if  there  was  to  be  any  need  for  further  ac- 
commodations, in  the  course  of  a  year,  more  or  less, 
it  would  only  be  for  a  primary  class,  and  that  can  be 
provided  for  without  any  expense  to  the  city,  right  , 
in  this  new  schoolhouscvvith  a  little  management  by 
the  committee  and  teacher.  This  is  so,  not  because 
I  say  so,  bat  it  is  admitted  both  by  committee  and 
master.  Now,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  call  for  ad- 
ditional room,  it  can  be  prwvided  without  expense  to 
the  city,  and  shall  we  stick  up  this  old  house 
as  a  target  for  the  children  to  fire  at,  at  an  expense  of 
several  thousand  dollars,  to  start  with,  and  then  to 
keep  in  repair  for  years  to  come,  without  any  possi- 
ble chance  o""  ever  wanting  even  one  single  room  to 
use?  As  I  have  before  stated.  Dr.  Cushing  says  we 
cannot  get  any  large  number  of  small  children  in  one 
locality  to  fill  such  a  building.  And  then,  again, 
should  we  mar  the  appearance  of  the  new  house  and 
the  hill  by  putting  this  useless  nuisance  upon  a  spot 
designated  by  my  friend  on  the  left,  when  Dr.  Cush- 
ing says  it  is  not  a  proper  place,  and  that  there  is  but 
one  place  that  it  ought  to  stand  upon,  and  that  is  al- 
ready occupied  by  the  hook  and  ladder  house? 

Now,  sir,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Eo.ird  to  be  pru- 
dent in  the  expenditure  of  the  city's  money,  do  not 
vote  to  keep  what  we  do  not  want  and  have  no  use 
for.  But  do  as  we  do  in  every  case  where  there  is  an 
old  building  or  land  that  we  have  done  with.  Sell  to 
the  highest  bidder,  as  we  have  within  the  last 
few  weeks  sold  an  old  brick  schoolhouse, 
and  if  any  one  should  apply  to  move  this  one,  I  sup- 
pose these  gentlemen  who  are  blessed  with  such  su- 
perior judgment  and  are  so  much  more  anxious  to 
save  the  nioney  of  the  city  than  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  are,  that  instead  of  granting  or  re- 
fusing permission  to  move,  would  take  the .  course 
they  have  taken  in  this  case,  which,  to  say  the  least, 
is  a  very  uncourteous  one,  and  uncalled  for,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have 
done  what  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city,  namely, 
sold  this  old  house  to  the  highest  bidder.  And  if 
this  matter  were  left  with  them  to  decide,  with  the.-e 
facts  and  opinions  before  them,  they  would  unani- 
mously decide  not  .to  cancel  this  contract,  unless 
they  could  be  allowed  to  sell  again  with  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Committee  on  Paving  that  the  party  buy- 
ing it  should  have  permission  to  move  it  either 
whole  or  in  sections.  And  even  with  this  priiilege  it 
would  be  a  losing  ope  'ation  for  the  city  to  buy  it 
back,  although  by  so  uoing  they  might  put  money  in 
the  pocket  of  a  partv  who  thought  he  had  so  much  in- 
fluence at  the  City  Hall  that  he  could  get  permission 
to  move  this  old  building  whole,  notwithstanding  the 
terms  of  the  sale  were  that  it  should  be  taken  down. 
And  this,  sir,  accounts  for  the  large  price  the  build- 
ing brought— a  much  larger  price  than  other  build- 
ings have  brought  whicli  the  city  has  sold  in  other 
localities  under  the  same  circumstances.  Now,  sir, 
I  believe  that  is  pretty  much  all  I  have  to  say.  I  be- 
lieve still  stronger,  since  this  examination,  in  the  po- 
sition I  have  taken,  for  lam  better  posted.  This  is 
the  building  which  they  say  wiJl  accommodate  three 
hundred  schojars.  Is  it  best  to  put  it  on  that  hill,  as 
a  monument  which  every  one  will  legret  to  see.  If 
you  wish  new  accommodations  they  can  be  had  in 
the  almshouse.  The  gentleman  says  the  circum- 
stances have  changed.  Dr.  Cushing's  views  have 
changed  since  that  letter  was  written.  He  has  the 
same  views  in  regard  to  altering  this  building  that  I 
have.  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word  in  reference  to 
the  poorhouse.  My  friend  says  It  is  n't  a  fit  place  for 
a  schoolhouse  because  it  is  low  studded. 

Alderman  Gaffield — I  made  no  remark  about  its 
being  low  studded.  I  said  it  was  an  improper  place 
no  matter  how  it  might  be  altered. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  admit  it  is  low  studded,  but 
there  is  plenty  of  room  in  that  building.  They  have 
got  more  school  room  in  that  district  than  they  would 
have  got  had  they  remained  in  the  town  of  Dorches- 
ter for  a  hundred  years  to  come.  Dr.  Cushing's  ar- 
gument against  this  old  house  is  that  the  building 
was  formerly  occupied  as  an  almshouse.  Well,  we 
had  six  or  seven  paupers,  respectable  old  ladies  and 
men.  Out  of  that  number  but  two  had  to  be  taken 
to  Deer  Island.     Now,  Dr.  Cushing   says   the  people 


wont  send  to  that  place  because  it  is  a  disgrace.  If 
.this  is  Dr.  Cushing's  opinion  I  pity  him,  and  if  that 
.is  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Ward  16,  high  or  low, 
rich  or  poor,  it  is  time  we  stopped  giving  them  such 
fine  school  accommodations.  This  matter  has  been 
back  and  forth  from  one  committee  to  the  other.  The 
gentleman  on  my  right  has  fully  changed  his  opinion, 
but  for  what  reason  I  can't  see.  I  can  only  hope  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  this  order  will 
not  pass,  and  I  hope  so  not  to  gratify  any  personal 
feeling  about  it.  I  have  spoken  the  truth,  and  if 
there  is  anybody  who  doubts  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  him. 

Alderman  Gibson— W«  have  spent  a  good  deal  of 
time  on  this  schoolhouse.  Since  this  discussion 
commenced  I  have  made  an  estimate  of  what  I  say  it 
is  worth  to  be  put  into  a  dwelling  or  schoolhouse.  I, 
•value  that  schoolhouse  for  a  dwelling,  when  we  come 
to  dollars  aid  cents,  at  from  three  thousand  to  thir- 
ty-five hundred  dollars,  if  you  have  got  land  within  a 
hundred  feet  of  it  to  put  it  on.  For  a  schoolhouse  it 
is  worth  five  hundre.d  more.  The  question  is  wheth- 
er it  is  wanted  for  a  schoolhouse  or  not.  If 
it  is,  that  house  is  just  as  well  worth  five 
thousand  or  five  thousand  five  hundred  as 
one  cent  is  worth  anotherj  It  is  called  old,  but  it  is 
not.  It  is  a  substantial  building,  and  there  is  very 
little  to  do  to  change  it  into  a  good  schoolhouse.  As 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion says,  there  is  no  doubt  we  ought  to  move  it  upon 
the  land,  and  if  we  want  it  for  a  schoolhouse  there  is 
money  in  it  to  keep  it  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  have  put  in  my  report  all  the 
points  which  I  supposed  relevant  to  the  matter.  T^e 
gentleman  says  there  are  so  many  seats  in  the  build- 
ing. [The  Alderman  read  the  rule  of  the  School 
Committee  requiring  not  more  than  forty-nine  pupils 
in  a  room.]  He  says  I  have  changed  my  opinion;  but 
whether  1  have  or  not,  I  shall  vote  as  I  think  right. 
In  the  gentleman's  remarks  he  omitted  the  primary 
school  accommodations. 

Aldisrman  Sayward— I  have  it  here  and  forgot  to 
mention.it.  In  Miss  Howe's  room,  46;  Miss  Drake's, 
57;  and  in  Miss  Brooks's,  81— making  184.  One  of 
these  is  for  little  children  who  have  just  entered 
school,  and  had  better  be  at  home.  If  these  little 
chaps  have  to  climb  over  those  hills,  the  master  says 
It  will  be  better  to  put  them,  into  the  almshouse.  Put 
them  there,  and  you  will  have  plenty  of  room. 

Alderman  Gaffield — There  are  three  primary  and 
seven  grammar  classes,  making  453  scholars.  The 
maximum  number  is  499;  leaving  46  vacant  seats. 
A  gentleman  told  me  they  had  about  forty  new  schol- 
ars every  six  months.  Last  year  they  graduated  six- 
teen for  the  higher  schools,  and  according  to  a 
fair  estimate  this  school  .would  need  more  ac- 
commodations in  six  monttis.  [The  Alder- 
man read  from  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Cushing  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  "he  thought  it 
better  to  have  small  buildings  for  the  primary  schools 
but  would  prefer  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse  to  the 
Almshouse." 

Alderman  Sayward  asked  what  ,was  Dr.  Sanford's 
opinion. 

Aldennan  Gaffield — Dr.  Sanford  was  not  there.  Mr. 
Moseley  testified  that  "it  would  be  a  greafsaving  to 
the  city  to  put  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse  back 
again." 

Alderman  Sayward— Dr.  Sanford  thinks  that  this 
old  schoolhouse  ought  not  to  remain  there,  and  Mr. 
Moseley  is  desirous  that  one  of  those  small  school- 
houses  should  be  down  ■  at  Savin  Hill,  which 
would  relieve  this  new  house  somewhat. 
The  School  Committee  ought  to  have  more 
economy.  It  is  something  very  unusual  for 
this  Board  to  be  in  advance  of  the  School  Committee. 
When  they  come  to  build  a  schoolhouse  on  Savin 
Hill,  there  will  be  plenty  of  room  in  this  new  build- 
ing. There  is  another  schoolhouse  in  Dorchester, 
on  Columbia  I  street,  having  six  rooms  and  a  large 
hall  in  it.  They  might  manage  to  get  more  of  their 
scholars  in  the  Columbia-street  school.  It  was  the 
liest  economy  to  build  one  in  that  neighborhood  and 
it  will  be  all  they  need  for  some  time  to  come. 
Gentlemen  may  talk  of  it  just  as  much  as  they  have 
a  mind  to,  but  it  is  plain  to  me  there  is  no  need  of 
this  building  there.  ■■ 

Alderman  Gaffield — I  will  call  the  Alderman's  at- 
tention to  Dr.  Cushing's  opinion,  "several  small 
schoolhouses  should  be  built."  This  could  not,  in  my 
opinion,  be  carried  out  in  the  city  of  Boston.  He 
would  like  to  have  a  primary  schoolhouse  for 
every  fifty  or  a  hundred  pupils.  Of  course 
we  can't  entertain  that  idea.  The  School  Com- 
mittee say  they  will  want  more  accommodations 
in  one  year.  This  buildine  is  valued  on  the 
books  of  the  School  Committee  at  $20,000.  What 
troubles  the  members  of  this  Board  is  that 
there  is  a  building  which  cost  $20,000,  which  is  at 
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present  in  goed  condition,  has  been  sold  for  so  small 
a  sum,  when  there  is  evidence  that  it  will  be  needed. 
The  committee  thought  it  would  be  better  to  save  it, 
even  if  we  shall  not  want  it  tomorrow. 

Alderman  Say  ward — The  gentleman's  opinion  is 
that  Dr.  Cushing's  idea  can't  be  carried  out.  If  it 
can't  be  carried  out  the  small  schoolhouses  can't  be 
built.  One  thmg  is  sure,  this  district  never  will 
want  that  schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Power — As  I  stated  at  our  last  meeting,  I 
was  not  content  to  let  the  matter  rest  on  the  evidence 
which  might  be  brought  before  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.  But  I  supposed  the  report  of  that 
committee  would  have  settled  the  question.  It  is 
fully  proven  here  that  this  schoolhouse  is  going  to  be 
wanted.  The  question  is  how  many  primary  scholars 
there  are — they  are  the  ones,  it  was  asserted,  for 
whom  it  would  be  wanted.  The  primary  schools  are 
crowded  now.  Nobody  ever  said  it  would  be  wanted 
for  anything  else  than  a  primary  school.  I  know 
from  the  class  of  people  who  reside  about  there  that 
further  accommodations  will  be  needed.  The  neigh- 
borhood is  getting  to  be  very  thickly  populated.  Dr. 
Gushing  has  said  emphatically  that  all  the  rooms  in 
the  new  building  are  full.  I  made  a  mistake 
when  I  said  that  every  seat  was  taken.  I  found 
by  reference  to  the  letter  that  he  stated  that 
every  room  is  occupied  with  scholars.  Now,  as 
to  the  schoolhouse  marring  the  appearance  of  that 
hill,  it  will  be  as  good  looking  an  house  as  the  new 
one,  when  the  damage  that  has  been  done  to  it  shall 
have  been  repaired.  There  can  be  no  difEerence  of 
opinion  as  to  the  almshouse,  as  a  site  for  a  school. 
There  is  no  comparison  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  two 
locations.  No  one  would  ever  think  of  repairing  the 
old  almshouse  for  a  schoolhouse.  But  as  I  said  be- 
fore I  am  content  to  leave  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  and  I  think  this  Board  should  be 
governed  by  the  report  of  that  committee. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Committee  what  reasons  there 
are  for  dissatisfaction  with  the  book  and  ladder 
house,  whose  removal  is  contemplated  in  connection 
with  the  removal  of  this  schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Clark— The  building  occupied  by  the 
hook  and  ladder  company  is  entirely  too  small;  the 
horses  are  not  kept  in  the  building,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  driver  to  ride  out  of  the  building  on  the 
carriage,  because  the  building  is  so  low.  It  is  inad- 
equate to  the  wants  of  the  department,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  erect  a  new  building  near  the  present  steam 
engine  house  in  that  district. 

Alderman  Hulbert—  From  what  was  stated  on  this 
subject  before,  I  was  led  to  have  an  indefinite  idea 
of  the  damages  that  the  treasury  will  sustain  by  can- 
celling the  sale  to  Mr.  Ssnford.  One  member  re- 
marked that  he  would  receive  $1200.  I  would  like  to 
be  informed. 

Alderman  Savward— The  $2000  includes  the  price 
paid  for  the  building. 

Alderman  Hulbert— Do  I  understand  that  we  pay 
him  a  bonus  of  $1200  to  give  up  the  contract? 

Alderman  Sayward— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Power- That  twelve  hundred  dollars 
will  not  more  than  make  him  whole.  He  has  pre- 
pared the  land  to  put  the  building  on.  He  may  have 
to  pay  the  contractor  who  was  to  move  it. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  don't  blame  any  one  for  get- 
ting all  he  can  from  tlie  city,  but  I  don't  believe  he 
has  spent  more  than  a  hundred  dollars,  except  in 
digging  his  cellar;  my  friend  has  intimated  that  the 
contractor  would  have  to  be  paid  something.  The 
contractor  put  those  timbers  under  the  house  on  the 
strength  of  encouragement  he  got  from  some  one 
representing  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Those  tim 
bers  have  been  under  there  ever  since.  There  are 
certain  other  parties,  beside  Mr.  Sanborn,  who  have 
had  something  to  do  with  this  building.  They  were 
led  to  give  more  for  it  on  account  of  the  influence 
which  the  party  is  supposed  to  have  at  City  Hall,  and 
this  is  their  reason  for  wishing  to  have  it  taken  down. 

Alderman  Power — The  best  proof  that  the  person's 
influence  did.'n  't  amount  to  much  is  the  small  amount 
he  is  to  get  for  the  building.  I  don't  know  anybody 
in  the  transaction  but  Mr.  Sanborn,  and  I  don't 
know  any  other  parties  to  whom  the  gentleman  al- 
ludes. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  stated  just  what  has  been 
said  to  me.  If  the  gentleman  don't  know  those  par- 
ties I  can't  tell  him. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  the  question  for  us  to  de- 
cide were  whether  we  shall  sell  this  building  or  not, 
I  should  vote  against  it.  But  the  question  is  whether 
we  shall  pay  $1200  and  back  out  of  our  bargain,  and 
therefore  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  those  who  desire 
to  have  it  sold.  In  view  of  the  absence  of  stronger 
testimony  I  shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  know  what  kind  of  proof 
the  gentleman  wants.    The  order  for  buying  it  back 


passed  the  Common  Council  34  for,  to  11  against  it, 
and  the  committee  were  unanimous  in  favor  of  it. 
I  don'i  think  there  is  need  of  any  further  jjroof. 

Alderman  Gibson— Every  member  of  this  Board  is 
satisfied  as  to  whether  this  building  is  fit  for  a  school- 
house  or  not.  We  have  spent  time  enough  on  it.  If 
it  is  wanted  for  a  schoolhouse  I  go  for  keeping  it 
there. 

Alderman  Sayward  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  acceptance  <*f  the  report,  and  the  vote  was  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Gaflield,  Gibson,  Hulbert,  Power— 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Emery,  Quincy,  Sayward,  Steb- 
bins — i. 

The  report  being  accepted,  the  question  was  on 
the  passage  of  the  order  to  authorize  the|cancelling  of 
the  sale  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2000. 

Alderman  Sayward— Now,  sir,  if  this  order  is  to 
pass  I  desire  to  have  it  amended.  There  is  no  money 
to  pay  for  this  in  the  appropriation  for  public  build- 
ings. I  desire  that  provision  shall  be  made  for  it. 
The  question  will  come  up  if  you  adopt  this  order. 
What  is  to  be  done  with  it  and  how  does  the  matter 
stand?  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  state 
in  regard  to  it. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  think  the  money  could  be  pro- 
vided. It  is  a  fair  transaction.  The  purchaser  comes 
and  offers  to  sell  the  building  and  take  his  offer. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Has  the  $800  been  paid  for 
the  building? 

Alderman  Gibson— I  could  n't  say. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  building  has  been  paid 
for  and  the  money  has  been  put  into  the  treasury. 
We  have  got  to  get  the  $2000  somewhere.  Where  is 
it  to  come  from?  And  how  will  the  matter  stand 
after  you  have  got  the  $2000  and  paid  for  the  school- 
house? 

Alderman  Gibson— From  the  evidence  we  have  I 
think  we  certainly  made  a  mistake  in  sellino;  that 
house.  It  is  as  good  a  one  as  we  can  build  in  the 
next  twelve  years.  If  we  don't  want  to  have  another 
schoolhouse  there,  and  the  city  does  n't  want  to 
speculate  in  private  dwellings,  let  it  be  sold  again. 
There  is  no  trouble  about  the  money,  although 
money  is  short  just  now.  The  members  of  this 
Board  are  able  to  put  their  fingers  in  their  pockets 
and  make  the  payment. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  gentleman  is  president  of 
a  bank,  and  the  banks  I  know  have  been  very  liberal 
of  late. 

Alderman  Gibson— Does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
say  that  the  house  isn't  worth  rebuilding  if  it  is 
wanted  by  the  city. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  think  if  it  is  wanted  for 
school  purposes  it  isn't  policy  to  keep  that  old  build- 
ing to  accommodate  the  scholars  in  the  new  one. 

Alderman  Gaflield  rei«eated  Dr.  Cushing's  evidence 
before  the  committee,  previously  read. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  am  not  speaking  of  econo- 
my. The  gentleman  wants  to  put  up  a  monument 
on  Meeting  House  Hill  to  be  looked  at.  He  says  they 
can  get  along  for  a  couple  of  years.  It  is  only  a  mat- 
ter of  opinion  whether  any  more  schools  will  be 
wanted  there.  If  it  is  wanted  it  is  n't  policy  to  keep 
that  big  building  at  such  an  expense  as  we  will  have 
to  do. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  question,  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Power  moved  a  reconsideration  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Alderman  Say  ward— I  desire  to  ask  how  this  school- 
house  is  to  be  disposed  of?  How  is  the  money  to  be 
provided?  What  is  the  next  thing  to  be  done?  The 
old  house  stands  right  up  against  the  new  building. 
I  want  to  know  whether  we  shall  pay  for  this  build- 
ing or  fall  back  upon  the  original  order,  under  which 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  will  have  power 
to  sell  it  again. 

Alderman  Gaflield— If  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  should  dare  to  do  such  a  thing,  in  my  opin- 
ion it  would  be  wrong,  after  what  has  passed  in  this 
Board  and  in  the  Council.  When  the  appropriation 
is  exhausted  I  take  it  there  is  wisdom  enough  in  the 
committee  to  come  to  this  Government  and  ask  for 
more. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  dare  to  do  anything  which  this  Govern- 
ment directs  them  to  do.  I  only  stated  this  to  the 
Board  to  show  how  it  stood.  That  original  order 
stands  ready  to  be  carried  out. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  this  order  is  to  cancel 
the  sale  previously  made,  and  will  have  to  go  to  the 
Council  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  it  was  voted  that 
when  this  Board  adjourn,  it  be  to  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 4th,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    30,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  this  evening,  E.  O.  Shepard,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  AiDBRMEN. 

Petitions  of  Hersey  Brothers  and  others,  and  re- 
quests from  the  School  Committee  were  referred  in 
concurrence. 

The  following  papers  also  received  concurrent 
action : 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Streets  of  a  comtwrtni- 
cation  from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  plac- 
ing their  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  Granite 
street,  from  its  junction  with  Second  and  Third 
streets,  on  a  line  parallel  with  A  street  to  Broadway, 
at  $39,000. 

Reference  to  the  same  committee  of  a  communica- 
tion from  said  commissioners  asking  the  advice  of 
the  City  Council  in  relation  to  the  extension  of  D 
street. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Abraham 
S.  Poss  et  al.,  for  change  in  conditions  of  sale  of 
land  on  Seaver  and  Sumner  streets.     Accepted. 

Order  to  allow  John  A.  Fynes  $50,  on  account  of 
injuries  received  as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. Passed,  under  a  su.spension  of  the  rules,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3. 

Orders  to  rescind  the  order  of  6th  of  May  last, 
charging  expense  of  plans  of  new  Police  Station 
House,  South  Boston,  to  appropriation  for  Public 
Buildings,  and  that  the  bill  for  plans  and  specifica- 
tions for  said  station  house  be  charged  to  the  special 
appropriation  for  that  building.    Passed. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  in 
favor  of  passage  of  the  order  to  cancel  sale  of  Old 
Mather  Schoolhouse.  Report  accepted  and  order 
passed. 

Order  that  Water  Board  be  requested  to  consider 
expediency  of  making  some  arrangement  by  which 
the  delay  in  sending  to  the  City  Hall  for  permission 
to  shut  off  or  let  on  water,  in  the  outlying  wards, 
may  be  obviated.    Passed. 

The  following  were  severally  read  once: 

Order  for  expenditure  of  $100  in  addition  to  amount 
already  authorized  for  music  stands. 

Order  that  the  further  sum  of  $800  be  authorized 
to  be  expended  for  the  fitting  up  of  the  Municipal 
Court  Room,  Southern  District. 

Order  to  pay  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  I, 
Ninth  Regiment,  Kingston  street,  for  two  months. 
$53. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $700  to  be  ex- 
pended in  repairing  and  furnishing  armory  of  said 
company  at  544  Washington  street. 

The  order  authorizing  a  steam  fire  engine  company 
to  be  organized  to  take  charge  of  Enj^ine  Twenty- 
four,  to  be  located  at  house  corner  of  Warren  and 
Quincy  streets,  Highland  District,  having  been  read 
once,  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  "Chief-Engineer"  the  words 
"and  Board  of  Engineers."  The  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that  the 
order  might  pass. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  see  any  necessity  for 
suspending  the  rules.  Why  is  it  that,  in  the  face  and 
eyes  of  the  ordinance  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
Eire  Department  this  order  should  be  passed?  What 
is  the  necessity  for  it?  It  seems  to  be  buys' play, 
since  ihe  whole  department  is  to  be  reorganized. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — My  impression  of  the  ordi- 
nance is  that  all  members  of  the  department  who  are 
in  office  shall  remain  till  others  are  put  in  their 
places. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  admit  that,  but  why  give 
the  appointment  to  men  who  may  be  deposed  from 
their  offices  the  next  day.  Why  this  haste  to  have  it 
done  toni;jht?  It  is  n't  reasonable.  It  may  be  that 
the  same  men  in  the  Fire  Department  will  be  reap- 
pointed. What  is  the  great  desire  to  rush  it  through 
now?  I  hope  reasonable  time  will  be  given  for  the 
considfiration  of  all  these  matters,  whether  it  is  for 
the  old  organization  or  the  new  one.  I  have  no  idea 
who  is  to  be  appointed  commissioners  or  to  work  the 
apparatus,  but  when  the  department  is  to  be  reorgan- 
ized, why  get  up  and  appoint  men  to  places  from 
which  they  must  necessarily  be  deposed,  whether 
they  are  reappointed  or  not.  I  hope  the  rules  will  not 
be  suspended. 


Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — My  explanation  of  the 
reason  for  asking  a  suspension  of  the  rules  is  that 
the  engine  house  is  completed  and  ready  to  be  occu- 
pied tomorrow.  It  is  the  intention  to  place  a  com- 
pany in  that  house  immediately,  and  for  the  last  four 
weeks  we  have  had  this  order  for  the  appropriation 
before  us. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  wouldn't  say  a  word  against 
this  if  the  department  was  going  on  in  its  present 
shape.  If  it  were  to  reenforce  the  old  department  I 
would  not  object;  but  it  would  be  foolish  to  appoint 
a  new  set  of  men,  and  get  them  into  uniform,  when 
by  and  by  they  may  have  to  give  up  their  places. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — The  location  of  the  engine 
house  demands  that  the  company  should  be  organ- 
ized there  immediately.  We  have  an  engine  in  the 
house  and  no  men  to  take  care  of  it.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  be  passed  this  evening. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Unless  the  Fire  Department 
is  better  managed  than  it  was  last  evening  1  hope  it 
will  not  pass.  I  was  at  the  fire  in  State-street  Block 
before  the  alarm  was  sounded.  I  saw  a  ladder  put 
up  on  the  building,  and  it  was  ten  minutes  before  a 
man  went  up  on  It.  Others  saw  it  beside  myself. 
There  is  something  wrong  in  the  department;  there 
is  no  head  te  it,  or  else  there  Is  no  organization. 
That  was  a  fire  which  need  n't  have  burned  ten  min- 
utes, if  it  had  been  properly  managed;  I  happened  to 
be  very  near  it  when  the  tire  bi'oke  out.  I  want  to 
see  no  more  companies  organized  under  the  present 
management.  We  have  got  more  men  and  apparatus 
than  any  other  fire  department  on  the  globe.  The 
dilficulty  is  not  with  the  men  but  the  diiection. 

Mr.  Flyiin  of  Ward  7 — I  believe  the  gentleman  is 
making  statements  which  cannot  be  proved. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  can  prove  every  statement  I  have 
made. 

Mr.  Flynn — There  are  gentlemen  in  this  building 
who  will  state  that  there  was  a  stream  on  that  fire 
before  the  alarm  was  sounded.  There  are  gentle- 
men presen*^  who  were  at  that  fire,  and  they  know 
there  was  a  stream  on  the  fire  at  that  time.  It  may 
be  very  well  for  the  gentle;nan  to  attack  the  en- 
gineers now  that  the  ordinance  for  a  fire  commission 
has  passed,  but  he  would  n't  do  it  before. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  I  never 
attacked  the  engineers.  I  said  the  department  was 
not  properly  organized.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  was 
present  and  gentlemen  of  the  Council  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  order  was  pass- 
ed, in  concurrence. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14, 
was  lost. 

The  order  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  to  be  purchased 
on  Albany  street,  and  for  the  erection  thereon  of  an 
enuine  house  for  a  steam  fire  engine  and  horses  and 
men  connected  therewith,  having  been  read  once,  Mr. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7  said.  This  order  giving  such  author- 
ity to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  is  unprece- 
dented, so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  business  in 
this  Council  goes.  They  are  given  full  authority 
to  purchase  land  without  informing  the  Council  of 
the  cost  thereof,  or  where  the  engine  house  is  to  be 
located.  I  hope  the  committee  will  give  us  some  in- 
formation on  th'Se  points. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — I  think  the  order  Is  worded 
wrong.  The  Committee  on  Fire  Department  recom- 
mended the  location  of  the  engine  house  there,  and  I 
suppose  from  the  form  of  the  order  that  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  considered  the  cost.  It 
was  thought  best  to  put  a  steam  fire  engine  in  place 
of  the  hose  company. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  moved  that  the  order  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Flynn  suggested  an  amendment  that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  report  the  cost  of  purchasing 
the  site. 

Mr.  Caton  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the  order 
was  recommitted. 

Order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition  General  Court 
for  an  act  authorizing  Board  of  Aldermen  to  require 
gas  companies  within  the  city  limits  to  lay  down 
pipes  and  furnish  gas  in  any  public  street  where  the 
same  may  be  required. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  vVard  5— Before  that  order  passes  I 
suppose  gentlemen  will  understand  that  what  it  pro- 
poses cannot  be  legally  done.  The  city  cannot  com- 
pel a  private  corporation  to  do  that  thing.  I  say  this 
that  it  may  go  upon  record  as  my  opinion. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  nominating  Alvan  Simonds  as  an  Overseer  of 
the  Poor,  in  place  of  Thomas  Blasland,  deceased, 
and  the  certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Simonds  as 
such  Overseer  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— At  the  request  of  Mr.  Si- 
monds I  wish  to  state  that  his  name  is  used  in  con- 
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nection  with  this  office  without  his  knowledge.  His 
business  is  such  that  he  cannot  accept  the  office,  and 
he  requested  me  to  withdraw  his  name. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman 
nominated  declines  to  serve,  I  move  the  report  be  re- 
committed. 

It  was  so  ordered,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of 
Ward  9  the  certificate  of  election  of  Mr.  Simonds 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Order  that  the  Water  Board  be  requested  to  furnish 
information  on  the  condition  of  the  water  of  Mystic 
Pond  as  regards  quantity  and  purity,  the  cost  of  ob- 
taining a  supply,  the  condition  of  the  present  con- 
duit from  Lake  Cochituate,  etc.,  etc.  Passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  1. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  soundings  and  borings  to  be 
made  to  ascertain  character  of  foundations  required 
for  Eastern-avenue  Bridge,  at  not  exceeding  ,$2000. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  new  Mather 
Schoolhouse  to  be  furnished,  and  to  complete  filling 
and  grading  around  said  schoolhoiise,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4500.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Thacherof  Ward  1.5  presented  the  petition  of 
Edward  Gallagher,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing at  632  Harrison  avenue  within  the  building  limits. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  presented  petitions  from 
Colonel  B.  F.  Finan  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.. 
for  suitable  armory  accommodations  for  a  regimental 
organization,  and  from  Battery  A,  First  Battalion 
Artillerj ,  for  a  new  armory  and  for  an  appropriation 
of  $600  for  new  stoves  and  furniture.  Severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  presented  the  petition  of  M. 
Drinan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
within  the  legal  limits.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

SALARIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Salaries  to  fix  salaries  of  permanent 
men  already  appointed  in  Fire  Department, — also,  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  passed. 

KEPOBTS   OP    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  reported  that  in  order  to  seat 
the  Common  Council  of  18T4  with  its  addition  of  ten 
new  members,  new  desks  and  platforms  will  have  to 
be  provided  and  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
vide accommodation  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  when 
joint  sessions  of  the  Government  are  to  be  held.  It 
is  estimated  the  cost  for  providing  the  proposed  fur- 
niture will  be  two  thousand  dollars.  The  committee 
submit  herewith  a  plan  of  the  Council  Chamber  with 
the  furniture  arranged  as  proposed,  and  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  new  desks  and  platforms 
for  the  same  for  the  Council  Chamber  at  an  estimat- 
ed cost  of  two  thousand  dollars;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District  be  authorized  to  procure  estimates  of  the 
expense  of  filling  the  cellars,  back  yards  and  vacant 
lots  on  the  Northampton-street  district  to  the  grade 
of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water;  also  of  filling 
the  public  and  private  streets  and  courts  thereon  to 
such  grade  as  may  be  established  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  prepare  plans  for  laying  out,  widen- 
ing and  extending  such  of  the  streets  on  or  adjoining 
the  Northampton-street  District,  so  called,  as  the  said 
board  may  adjudge  that  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience will  require  in  view  of  the  proposed  im- 
provements on  said  district — and  submit  said  plans, 
together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  thereof  to 
the  City  Council  as  early  as  possible. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  dollars,  to  cover  such  expenses 
as  may  be  incurred  in  procuring  surveys,  plans  and 
estimates  for  the  contemplated  improvements  on  the 
Northampton-street  District. 

Read  once. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  grade   the   land  in  the  rear  of  the 


Minot  Schoolhouse,  Ward  16,  recently  purchased  for 
a  yard— also  provide  a  fence  to  inclose  the  same,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $2500;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public 
Buildings. 

The  order  having  been  read  once — 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said.  I  ask  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  in  this  case.  There  is  a  retaining  wall  to 
be  built,  one  portion  of  which  is  on  a  marsh,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  get  at  the  work  before  frost  comes. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following:  "Be  it 
ordained,  etc..  That  the  ordinace  in  relation  to  the 
records  of  public  institutions  and  departments, 
passed  May  24,  1872,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
in  said  ordinance,  after  the  words  'Water  Depart- 
ment,' the  words  'Fire  Department.'  " 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  ordinance  to  which  ref- 
erence is  made  provides  that  the  records  of  the 
several  boards  having  charge  of  the  institutions  at 
Deer  Island  and  South  Boston,  the  Public  Library, 
Water  Board,  etc.,  shall  be  kept  open  for  inspection 
and  examination,  so  that  any  person  may  take  cog- 
nizance of  everything  that  is  done.  This  ordinance 
is  to  place  the  Fire  Department  under  the  same  rule. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Mary  O'Neil  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
on  Essex  street,  in  December,  1872. 

Accepted. 

LOWKY   HYDRANTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  the  order  for 
placing  of  Lowry  hydrants  on  the  main  water  pipes 
and  the  street  crossings  of  the  city,  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Mr.  Loring — As  the  Water  Board  have  already  pro 
vided  the  hydrants,  I  move  the  order  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

WATER  IN  FARM  POND. 

Mr.  Pickering  t^  Ward  6  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  requested  to 
report  to  the  Citv  Council  the  condition  of  the  water 
in  Farm  Pond,  as  regards  its  purity,  and  to  furnish 
an  analysis  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Pickering— My  object  in  introducing  this  order 
is  this:  I  have  heard  today  from  two  different  parties 
diametrically  opposite  accounts.  The  water  of  Sud- 
bury River  falls  into  ^Farm  Pond,  and  connects  with 
the  works  at  Lake  Cochituate.  One  gentleman  who 
resides  in  that  vicinity  stated  to  me  that  the  water 
of  Farm  Pond  was  extremely  impure,  while  another 
said  it  was  exactly  the  reverse.  I  am  also  informed 
that  an  analysis  of  the  water  has  never  been  made.  In 
view  of  the  important  work  contemolated,  I  think  an 
analysis  of  the  water  would  be  one  of  the  best  things 
that  could  be  done. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

MANAGEMENT   OP   FIRES. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  re- 
port an  ordinance  which  shall  so  amend  the  ordinance 
for  the  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department  as  t'J 
provide  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  shall  not  inter- 
fere with  the  engineers  while  extinguishing  fires. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5- 1  would  like  to  ask  if  that 
is  n't  diametrically  opposite  in  its  terms  to  the  ordi- 
nance already  passed.  My  friend  nods  his  head  and 
says  it  is.  So  the  ordinance  passed  is  thereby  nulli. 
fied.  If  that  is  so  it  had  better  be  understood- 
If  this  Board  of  Commissioners  about  to  be  appoint- 
ed are  not  to  have  any  control  of  the  engineers  I 
don't  know  what  is  the  use  of  them.  If  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  expects  he  is  going  to  get  in  ansther 
ordinance  nullifying  the  provisions  of  the  previous 
one  it  had  better  be  understood. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  was  on  the  supposition 
that  some  person  might  entertain  such  an  idea  of  the 
duties  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  that  the  order  was 
introduced.  The  fourth  section  of  the  ordinance 
provides  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  shall  have  the 
duty  of  "extinguishing  fires  and  protecting  life  and 
property"  in  this  city,  etc.  Now  there  is  one  view 
taken  of  this,  that  it  did  not  authorize  the  commis- 
sioners to  extinguish  fires  except  indirectly  by  the 
appointment  of  the  officer.  The  commissioners 
might  take  the  same  view  of  their  powers  that  the 
member  from  Ward  5  has  done.  That  view  is  con- 
trary to  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth.  As  I  un- 
derstand the  statutes,  when  the  engineers  are  en- 
gaged in  extinguishing  fires  no  man  can  meddle  with 
them  under  the  law.  If  this  ordinance  is  not  amend- 
ed it  may  conflict  with  the  statute  and  do  much  mis- 
chief. I  called  the  attention  of  the  majority  to  the 
fact  that  the  ordinance  would  not  be  legal  to 
pass    in   that   form.      It   has    passed.      I    felt    it 
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my  duty  to  fight  it  as  hard  as  I  could,  and 
now  I  wish  it  to  do  as  little  mischief  as  possible.  It 
would  be  very  injurious  to  have  a  conflict  of  author- 
ity between  the  engineers  and  the  commissioners. 
If  the  view  of  the  gentleman  is  proof  of  the  con- 
struction put  upon  that  ordinance  it  is  clear  to  me 
that  it  should  be  amended. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  have  n't  the  statute  be- 
fore me,  but  I  should  hardly  suppose  that  it  could  be 
such  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  could  exercise  no 
discipline  over  the  engineers  or  other  members  of 
the  department.  Suppose  the  commissioners  found 
an  engineer  drunk  at  a  fire,  it  would  be  their  duty  to 
dismiss  him  at  once.  I  want  them  to  have  power 
to  bring  men  to  some  account.  I  think  the  order 
would  be  very  injurious  as  it  reads  now. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  suggest  that  the  or- 
der is  of  too  much  importance  to  pass  noon  hastily, 
and  I  think  the  proper  reference  would  be  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  the 
Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Dean  accepted  such  an  amendment  of  the  or- 
der. The  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
does  not  go  to  the  pith  of  the  matter.  If  the  com- 
missioners can  interfere  with  a  man  because  he  is 
drnnk  they  can  interfere  with  him  fur  anything 
when  they  think  he  is  not  discharging  his  duty 
propeily.  You  want  them  to  exercise  the  authority 
at  any  time  to  dismiss  them.  If  they  can  arrest  a 
hook  and  ladder  man  when  drunk,  they  can  dismiss 
a  chief-engineer  because  they  may  think  be  has  not 
managed  a  fire  according  to  their  notions.  That 
would  put  an  end  to  all  efiiciency.  They  could  re- 
quire them  to  blow  up  a  building,  because  it  is  a  rec- 
ognized means  of  putting  an  end  to  fire.  Now  we 
have  got  a  law  which  says  the  Chief-Engineer  shall 
have  charg    of  that. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— By  the  ordinance  the 
Fire  Commissioners  have  the  creation  of  the 
engineers  and  an  engineer  ceases  to  be  such 
when  the  commissioners  tell  him  to  go.  To 
that  engineer  the  Legislature  gives  certain  pow- 
er, but  I  suppose  there  is  no  law  which  says  an 
engineer  shall  be  independent  of  the  body  which 
creates  him  and  removes  him.  I  don't  see  why  the 
commissioners  cannot  remove  a  man  at  a  fire  as  well 
as  the  next  day.  If  they  see  that  his  conduct  is  in- 
jurious to  the  city  they  should  remove  him  forth- 
with. 

Mr.  Shaw  suggested  an  amendment  that  the  com- 
mittee ''consider  the  expediency  of  reporting,"  etc., 
which  Mr.  Dean  accepted,  saying  he  didn't  care 
about  the  form  and  wished  the  order  to  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  all. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  asked  if  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment exists,  as  they  have  made  their  report  and  it 
has  been  accepted. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  expected  some  one  would  raise  that' 
point.     The  committee  is  not  discharged,  either  by 
parliamentary  practice  or  by  direct  vote. 

Mr.  Jones— I  did  not  raise  any  question;  I  only 
asked  for  information. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
that  the  committee  have  been  discharged,  inasmuch 
as  their  report  has  been  accepted. 

The  President— The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department  having 
discharged  all  the  duties  committed  to  them,  and 
their  report  having  been  acted  upon  and  finally  dis- 
posed of,  the  committee  has  ceased  to  exist. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Dean,  the  order  was  amended 
to  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  the  expediency  of  reporting,  etc. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15.  the  special 
assignment  for  half-past  eight  o'clock,  being  the  or- 
der authorizing  the  Water  Boar  I  to  take  and  convey 
into  the  c'ty  the  water  of  Sudbury  River,  and  to  hold, 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  any  water  rights  and  lands 
connected  therewith  necessary  for  the  purpose,  on 
the  conditions  set    forth  in  said  order,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  the  order 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

MARKETS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  the  request 
and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $,5500  fiom  Reserved  Fund 
to  appropriation  for  Markets  (City  Doc.  No.  113),  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas 
45,  nays  0. 

REVISION   OF   THEJcITT   CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6,  the  special 
assignment  for  a  quarter  before  nine  o'clock,  being 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order  on  the  eighth  page 


of  City  Document  No.  115,  1873,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  to  examine  and  report  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  charter  and  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city,  in  view  of  the  prospective  increase 
in  area  and  population,  was  taken  from  the  table 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2 — As  one  of  the  minority  of 
the  committee,  it  seems  to  me.  that  if  this  city  char- 
ter needs  tinkering  this  Council  is  just  as  competent 
to  do  it,  as  any  commission  that  can  be  appointed. 
If  any  gentleman  in  this  branch  thinks  any  change  is 
required,  what  is  easier  than  for  him  to  put  in  an  or- 
der directing  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  such  a  change.  This  Council  is  composed  of 
sixty-four  gentlemen,  some  of  them  with  two,  four 
or  six  years'  experience  in  city  affairs,  any  of  whom 
could  offer  such  an  order  if  he  deemed  a  change  nec^ 
es.-^ary.  The  majority  speak  of  a  Board  of  Public 
Works,  of  longer  terms  of  the  Aldermen  and  May- 
or. Now  if  they  think  these  changes  are  need- 
ed, why  don't  they^  put  in  an  order  to  that 
effect?  We  have  a  Board  of  Health  and  a  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  created  this  year.  When  we 
need  such  changes  they  are  made,  and  when  they 
are  made  it  is  without  the  aid  of  any  commission. 
It  is  not  so  much  that  the  charter  was  written  by 
Chief-Justice  Shaw  that  I  object  to  the  order,  but 
because  the  majority  have  shown  no  reason  why  a 
commission  would  do  any  good.  The  burden  of 
proor  is  upon  them,  and  they  have  not  shown  any 
good  reason  f®r  a  change. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— If  it  wonld  be  any  gratifica- 
tion to  the  gentleman  I  might  introduce  many  orders 
for  changes  in  the  charter,  hut  I  don't  propose  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Common  Councal  by  do- 
doing  to.  I  would  have  the  terms  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  two  or  three  years,  and  I  would 
increase  the  terms  of  the  Councilmen  from  each 
ward.  I  would  have  a  Board  of  Public  Works,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  things  which  could  n't  get  through 
in  several  months.  That  is  why  I  prefer  this  commis- 
sion. If  they  see  any  reason  for  making  a  change  we 
can  act  understandingly  about  it.  We  would  then 
have  the  whole  thing  in  a  nutshell.  If  each  member 
here  were  to  introduce  changes  we  would  never  ar- 
rive at  a  conclusion.  The  easiest  way  is  to  appoint  a 
commission.  If  they  recommend  anything  we  can 
adopt  it  or  not,  as  we  choose.  It  would  be  a  great 
saving  of  time,  rather  than  to  attempt  it  ourselves. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  an  amendment  to  sub- 
stitute for  the  words  "five  persons"  the  following: 
"His  Honor  the  Mayor,  ex-officio,  N.  B.  Shurtleff,  J. 
M.  Wigbtman,  Frederick  W.  Lincoln,  J.  B.  Healy,  S. 
F.  McCleary,  Alfred  T.  Turner,  James  M.  Bugbee, 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the 
part  of  the  Aldermen  and  Common  Council." 

Mr.  Shaw— I  was  as  much  in  favor  of  appoint- 
ing a  Fire  Commission  as  anybody  else,  and 
I  am  in  favor  of  this  commission;  but  I  see 
no  real  necessity  for  appointing  five  per- 
sons for  revising  the  charter.  All  those  gentle- 
men I  have  named  are  entirely  competent  to  revise 
the  charter.  They  are  men  of  great  ability — some 
have  experience  in  the  legal  profession,  and  all  have 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  city  affairs.  They  would 
better  understand  the  requirements  of  the  charter 
than  any  others  in  the  community.  Both  branches 
of  the  Council  and  the  heads  of  departments  are  rep- 
resented. Such  a  commission  would  take  pride  in 
revising  the  charter.  I  have  consulted  nobody,  and 
have  written  this  since  I  came  into  this  hall. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  think  the  gentleman  has 
made  one  omission.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding  the 
name  of  ex-Mayor  Jerome  Van  Crowninshield  Smith. 

Mr.  Shaw — Mr.  Smith  is  not  a  resident  of  this  vi- 
cinity. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6— If  the  gentleman  expects 
such  a  body  as  that  would  bring  a  report  to  this 
Council  within  a  century,  he  expects  more  than  any 
one  else.  If  you  want  a  report  you  must  have  a 
small  body.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  that  perhaps  there  is  no  good  reason  for  amend- 
ing the  city  charter.  It  is  only  one  statute  out  of 
many  for  the  government  of  the  city.  But  I  think  I 
have  seen  defecjs  in  the  different  offices  of  the  City 
Government.  I  think,  also,  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  chief  executive  oflicer  of  this  govern- 
ment should  be  entitled  to  some  respect.  I  think 
I  could  write  out  a  number  of  changes  which 
are  necessary,  but  if  we  were  to  proceed  in 
that  manner,  and  every  man  were  to  suggest 
all  the  changes  he  thought  proper  we  should  do  noth- 
ing. We  must  have  a  body  of  men  to  consider  all 
these  changes  and  report  what  is  the  best  way  to 
remedy  the  difficulties  now  experienced  in  carrying 
on  th' 8  government.  If  the  report  bound  us  to  any 
action  I  should  be  very  slow  to  pass  the  orde^  Very 
much  time  would  be  gained  by  the  appointment  of  a 
commission. 
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Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  hope  neither  of  the 
ameadmerits  will  prevail,  because  the  gentlemen 
named  already  have  too  much  on  their  shoulders  to 
take  any  thina;  more.  The  order  reads  properly  now, 
leaving  the  Mayor  to  appoint  five  proper  men  to  con- 
sider all  the  subjects  bearing  on  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  give  us  something  to  guide  us. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  lb — I  must  ob.iect  to  the  amend- 
ments.   Such    a    commission    would   be  unwieldly. 
We  can  safely  trust  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  make  sat- 
sfactory  selections. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  was  aware  that  every  legal  gentleman 
in  this  Council  would  disagree  with  me.  I  know  it 
is  contemplated  to  have  a  commission  of  legal  gen- 
tlemen. Now  heie  is  a  practical  matter;  here  is  a 
working  body  proposed.  My  worthy  friend  who  has 
just  come  fresh  from  the  shambles  opposes  it.  If  it  is 
put  into  the  hands  of  five  lawyers  they  will  make  a 
report  in  five  years.  I  want  the  treasury  guarded. 
Do  gentlemen  have  any  authority  for  saying 
that  John  P.  Healy  or  James  M.  Bugbee  or 
any  of  those  named  in  the  amendment  ai'e  too 
much  engaged,  or  will  refuse  to  undertake  the 
work?  The  '  Assessors'  Department  is  represent- 
ed, and  what  is  more  important  tlian  the  subject  of 
valuation.  These  gentlemen  are  more  competent  to 
revise  the  charter  than  any  five  lawyers  who  cou  d  be 
found  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  amendments 
will  not  prevail  for  the  reasons  already  given,  and 
because  a  similar  amendment  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men has  been  voted  down.  This  is  not  a  good  argu- 
ment usually,  but  in  this  case  a  similar  amendment 
adopted  here  would  only  secuie  delay.  It  has  been 
delayed  too  long  already.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  says  the  legal  gentlemen  would  not 
do  this  business  as  well  as  the  gentlemen  named. 
Great  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  fact  that  Chief- 
Justice  Shaw,  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Council 
or  Board  of  Assessors,  wrote  the  present  charter,  and 
it  is  very  generally  admitted  that  he  succeeded  very 
well.  lam  informed  that  Judge  Curtis,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  lawyers  in  the  nation,  would  be  willing 
to  undertake  the  duty  if  it  is  tendered  him.  It  would 
be  best  to  leave  the  appointment  to  the  Mayor,  and 
if  he  wishes  to  take  members  of  the  City  Government 
he  can  do  so. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6— The  precise  reason  why  I 
oppose  this  amendment  is  that  the  commission  is  too 
large.  They  may  be  the  best  men  who  could  be 
found,  but  to  the  Mayor  should  be  left  the  appoint- 
ments. The  gentleman's  insinuation  against  law- 
yers is  a  very  small  matter. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  think  the  members  of  the 
Council  have  made  up  their  minds  on  this  question, 
and  1  call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered — 24  for  and  10 
against. 

Both  the  amendments  were  rejected,  and  the 
question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  wish  to  offer  a  simple, 
commonsensc  suggestion  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
The  majority  say  in  their  report,  "It  is  said,  however, 
that  the  machine  has  run  well  so  far;  let  us  wait  till 
something  goes  wrong,"  etc.  Now  the  statement  of 
such  general  doctrine  is  applicable  to  a  great  many 
affairs  of  life.  'It  is  excellent  doctrine.  "An  ounce  of 
prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure."  But  when 
you  apply  it  to  a  form  of  government  the  argument 
should  be, "Wait  until  you  see  that  there  is  something 
wrong,  till  you  see  that  it  does  need  mending." 
It  might  be  that,  by  and  by,  we  should 
see  something  that  needed  mending.  When 
you  do,  I  say,  amend  it.  If  there  is  sickness  in  the 
City  Government  send  it  to  the  doctor.  My  friend 
told  of  a  doctor,  the  other  night,  who  said  that  be- 
cause a  man  prospered  with  the  gout,  let  the  gout 
alone.  If  he  is  going  to  apply  that  to  the  City 
Government,  it  would  be  very  like  insisting  upon 
curing  a  man  with  the  gout  when  a  man  has  n't  got 
it.  Now,  before  you  are  aware  of  anything  that 
neevs  mending,  you  are  going  to  the  expense  and 
trouble  of  sending  the  charter  to  a  board  of  com- 
missioners to  be  doctored.  In  1866  I  had  the  honor  to 
be  a  member  of  this  body,  and  then  a  proposition  was 
made  to  amend  the  charter.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  it  was  curious  then 
to  see  the  various  suggestions  made.  Any  one  can 
make  suggestions.  I  had  some  ideas  which  at  first 
blush  I  thought  might  be  incorporated  into  the  char- 
ter, and  I  was  at  first  disposed  to  press  them.  But  it 
was  curious  to  observe  after  discussion  of  the  various 
suggestions  how  they  gradually  vanish.  When  this 
matter  was  before  the  committee  I  inquired,  "What 
is  wanted?  wherein  does  n't  the  thing  go  right?"  and 


until  the  report  came  in  there  was  scarcely  a  sugges- 
tion made.  Now  the  question  is  whether  it  is  really 
worth  while  to  incur  this  expense  and  undertake 
this  experiment.  I  think  his  Honor  should  be  entitled 
to  courtesy.  The  Mayor  was  respectfully  waited 
upon  and  the  minority  of  the  committee  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  change. 
And  now,  after  all  this  discussion,  I  fail  to  see  any 
reason  for  it.  I  have  urged  my  opinions  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  My  judgment  has  been  averse  to  it,  and 
I  now  simply  recall  to  the  members  of  the  Council  the 
exact  status  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  says  no 
defects  in  the  city  charter  have  been  pointed  out.  I 
don't  know  that  there  are  any  defects,  but  there  are 
points  to  which  objections  may  be  raised.  One  is  in 
regard  to  the  Board  of  AldeTmen,  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  have  a  larger  number,  and  to  change 
the  manner  of  electing  them.  I  think  there  are  ob- 
jections to  the  present  system  of  electing  them, 
which  often  causes  complications,  often  result- 
ing in  the  election  of  men  whom  we  would 
not  wish  to  see  elected,  while  others  are  often 
defeated  because  they  did  not  get  on  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  tickets.  Again,  I  think  the  two 
branches  of  the  City  Government  ought  to  be  equal- 
ized. It  has  been  found  that  there  ought  to  be  two 
branches,  and  on  the  same  principle  they  should  be 
coiirdinate,  which  they  are  not  now.  I  think  every 
measure  which  passes  the  City  Government  ought  to 
be  discussed  by  both  branches.  Then  it  is  a  princi- 
ple of  aood  government  that  the  executive  and  legis- 
lative branches  should  be  distinct,  which  they  are 
not  now.  The  idea  seemed  to  be  in  framing  the 
present  charter  to  retain  many  features  of  the  old 
town  government.  The  powers  of  the  selectmen  are 
retained  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  rights  of 
the  town  meeting  are  delegated  to  the*  Com- 
mon Council.  This  may  do  very  well  for 
a  small  city,  fifty  years  ago.  But  when 
we  consider  the  growth  of  the  city  and  its  popula- 
tion, would  n't  it  be  better  to  have  a  City  Govern- 
ment founded  after  the  plan  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  than  after  that  of  the  old  Town  Government, 
and  to  have  the  Executive  Department  vested  in  the 
Mayor  and  the  Legislative  Department  vested  in  the 
City  Council?  Charters  of  all  growing  cities  need  to 
be  revised,  just  the  same  as  the  constitutions  of 
States  and  nations.  I  believe  there  are  greater  rea- 
sons for  having  the  charter  revised  now  than  at  any 
other  time.  I  believe  these  questions  are  proper  to 
1)6  considered  by  a  commission  of  wise  and  experi- 
enced gentlemen.  I  presume  there  are  other  sug- 
gestions that  might  come  before  them,  but  I  suggest 
these  in  order  to  show  the  gentleman  that  changes 
have  been  mentioned  as  needed. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6— It  was  a  felicitous  com- 
parison which  the  gentleman  has  made  of  the  sick 
and  gouty  man.  and  to  carry  out  the  analogy  I  would 
suj^gest  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  who  says 
wait  till  the  gout  comes  and  then  apply  the  remedy, 
that  a  diagnosis  of  the  case  had  better  take  place  m 
season.  I  would  venture  to  say  that  he  has  sent  for 
a  doctor  and  said,  "I  don't  know  what  is  the  matter 
with  me;  I  want  you  to  tell  me  and  when  you  find  it 
out,  apply  the  remedy."  We  want  this  commission 
to  act  in  the  place  of  the  doctor.  We  can't  etate 
what  the  trouble  is,  nor  what  is  the  remedy.  But  we 
don't  feel  exactly  well,  and  we  want  these  gentlemen 
to  tell  us  the  difliiculty,  and  what  they  propose  for  a 
remedy.  Then,  after  the  prescription  is  written,  we 
can  throw  it  out  of  the  window  if  we  see  fit. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  am  very  much  in  favor  of 
the  order,  and  I  want  to  record  my  name  in  favor  of 
it.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  31,  nays  13. 

Ayes— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Barnes, 
Bicknell,  Blackmar,  Bleiler,  Brackett,  Brennan,  Bur- 
ditt,  Cudworth,  Darrow,  Davis,  Flynn,  Hine,  Holmes, 
Jones,  Martin,  McKenney,  Page,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Powers,  Prescott,  Shaw,  Tower,  Train,  West,  Whis- 
ton,  Wilbur— 31. 

Nays- Messrs.  Boardman,  Burt,  Collins,  Dacey, 
Dean,  Edwards,  Kelley,  Loring,  Thacher,  Warren, 
Wells,  Weston,  Woodward— 13. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowles,  Brennan, 
Denny,  Doherty,  Platley,  Hall,  Harrington,  Hughes, 
Kingsley,  Lamb.  Madden,  Mahan,  Marston,  McCue, 
Morse,  Risteen,  Upham,  Woods — 18. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 
was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldei'inen, 

NOVEMBER    4,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men washeld  today  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  Alderman 
Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIYE  APPOINTMENTS   CONPIEJIED. 

Constables  for  duty  in  the  Health  Department- 
James  W.  Wayland,  John  MacConnell. 

Special  Police  without  pay — Patrick  Magoveran, 
35  Hawkins  street  and  its  vicinity;  William  Shedd, 
Oakland  Hall,  Mattapan. 

ORDERS   OF   NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  the  petitions  of  Boston 
Daily  News  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  boiler 
and  engine  at  142  Washington  street;  and  James 
Mitchell  et  al.  for  sewer  in  Sixth  street,  between  O 
and  P  streets,  were  considered,  and  their  being  no 
objection  the  petitions  were    severally  recommitted. 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  Roberts  to  use  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  21  Chardon  street;  and  Winches- 
ter &  Hight  to  use  steam  engine  Bt  corner  of  Dor- 
chester and  First  streets,  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  hearings  on  Monday,  November  24,  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M. 

">1ETR0P0L1TAN   RAILROAD. 

The  special  assignment,  being  the  hearing  of  all 
parties  interested  in  the  proposed  location  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Beacon  street 
from  Gloucester  street  to  Brighton  avenue,  was  taken 
up. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  it  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Clark — I  should  like  to  know  the  object 
of  a  further  postponement. 

Alderman  Power — The  company  are  trying  to  ne- 
gotiate for  a  place  that  they  hope  will  not  be  objec- 
tionable to  the  people  in  that  neighborhood,  and  they 
wish  this  hearing  postponed  until  they  can  see 
whether  they  can  secure  that  place  or  not.  If  they 
do  secure  it  they  will  withdraw  the  petition. 

The  hearing  was  postponed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Right  Rev.  John  J. 
Williams  et  al.,  that  liquor  saloons  be  closed  on  Sun- 
days. 

10  the  Committee  on  County  Building's.  Charles  R. 
Train  and  other  members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar,  for  ex- 
tension of  accommodation  in  Clerk's  office,  Superior 
Court,  Civil  Business. 

To  the  Committee  on-  Public  Bvildingg.  .William  H. 
Baldwin  et  al.,  for  a  more  commodious  wardroom  in 
Ward  10. 

F.  P.  Meigs,  to  introduce  his  "physiological  school 
desk  and  seat"  into  the  public  schools. 

To  the  Cmnmittee  on,  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  George  W.  Wadsworth,  for  wooden  stable 
for  four  horses  at  89  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  for  wooden  stable  for  thirty 
horses  on  Culvert  street. 

Gardner  P.  Kingsley,  for  brick  stable  for  three 
horses  on  Prescott  place. 

Michael  Ryan,  for  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on 
Chelsea  street,  No.  354. 

W.  T.  Brigham,  to  construct  a  stable  below  grade 
in  rear  of  1045  Washington  street. 

7'o  the  Committee  on  Seivers.  James  A.  Kemp  et  at., 
for  sewer  in  Kemp  street. 

Joseph  Griffin  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Westminster 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Continental  Sugar 
Refineiy,  for  leave  to  open  First  street  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  gas,  water  and  steam  pipes  between 
two  of  their  buildings  on  each  side  of  said  street. 

W.  E.  Woodward,  et  al.,  that  a  street  leading  from 
Howard  avenue  be  called  Harlow  street. 

Hiram  A.  Wright,  that  certain  sidewalks  may  be 
laid  with  plank  on  Shawmnt  avenue  in  rear  of  Cedar 
square. 

E.  B.  Bridgmaii,  to  maintain  a  sign  across  Wash- 
ington street  and  Cornhill. 

Henry  A.  Wilder,  et  al.,  against  the  construction  of 
bav  windows  on  Brookline  street,  corner  of  Tremont 
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To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarm,').  Isaac  F.  At- 
wood.  et  al.,  for  fire-alarm  bell  at  the  corner  of  Cen- 
tre and  Houghton  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  George  L.  Chaney 
e<  «^.,  for  lamp  in  Hollis  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  /Streets.  Daniel  Norton,  dr., 
et  al.,  that  the  order  to  cut  off  building  132-13G  Broad 


street  be  modified  or  repealed,  for  the  reason  that  it 
is  a  very  busy  season,  and  the  order  coming  unex- 
pectedly, compliance  therewith  will  work  injury  to 
their  business. 

Stoughton-street  Baptist  Society,  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assessed  for  improvement  of  Stoughton 
street. 

QUARTERLY  REPORTS. 

The  following  reports  for  the  quarter  ending  Octo- 
ber 31  were  submitted: 

City  Registrar— Received  for  certificates  of  inten- 
tions of  marriage  $639  50.     Sent  down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Receipts  for  the  quarter, 
including  $3449  35  balance  from  last  quarter,  $20,- 
796  35;  expenditures,  $15,079  20;  paid  City  Treasurer, 
$2111  59;  balance  on  hand,  $3605  56.    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Markets— Total  receipts  and 
amount  paid  into  treasury,  $29,050  19;  received  for 
stalls,  $11,377  50;  cellars.  $5896  75;  outside  stands, 
$743  75;  weighing  at  market  scales,  $89.32;  rent  for 
stalls  in  new  market,  $3284;  cellars  in  new  market, 
$1608;  India-wharf  market,  $60.50  87.    Placed  on  file. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  submitted  assess- 
ments for  the  construction  of  sewers,  as  follows:  First 
street,  from  K  to  L,  total  cost  $1306  93;  to  individuals 
$980  19,  Stoughton  street.  Brook  and  North  avenues 
and  Cottage  street,  total  $11,508  90;  to  individuals 
$8631  68.  Severally '  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  accept  the  charter  of  the  East 
Boston  Railroad  Company  (chap.  66  of  acts  of  187-3). 
Passed. 

Order  ©f  Street  Commissioners  to  take  the  estate 
surrendered  by  Beals,  Greene  &  Co.,  on  Water  street, 
at  a  cost  of  $278,737  50. 

Alderman  Brown — I  desire  to  ask,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  there  has  been  any  negotiations  by  which  the 
owners  of  this  estate  accept  this  award,  or  whether 
this  is  an  award  made  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
only. 

Alderman  Clark— This  is  an  award  made  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  only.  I  move  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  order  was  so  referred. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Mary 
O'Neil,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received  in 
Essex  street.     Accepted. 

The  order  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  to  be  purchased 
on  Albany  street,  and  for  the  erection  thereon  of  an 
engine  house  for  a  steam  fire  engine  and  horses  and 
men  connected  therewith,  came  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  with  directions  to 
report  the  estimated  cost.    The  Board  concurred. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  Fire  Department  as  to  provide  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  shall  not  interfere  with  the  Engineers 
at  fires.    Passed. 

Petitions  of  Colonel  B.  P.  Finan,  that  a  regimental 
armory  be  provided  for  the  Ninth  Infantry;  of  Bat- 
tery A,  First  Battalion,  for  a  new  armory;  also'  for 
new  furniture  for  present  armory.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

The  order  for  the  organization  of  a  new  company 
for  Engine  No.  24  by  the  Chief-Engineer,  came  up 
with  an  amendment  to  insert  "and  the  Board  of  Engi- 
neers."   The  Board  concurred. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Suffolk-street  District  to 
procure  estimates  of  cost  of  filling  yards  and  cellars 
on  the  Northampton-street  District.    Passed. 

Order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  prepare  plans 
for  laying  out,  widening  and  extending  the  streets  on 
the  Northampton-street  District.      Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  grade 
the  land  in  rear  of  Minot  Schoolheuse,  Ward  16,  and 
to  provide  a  fence  for  the  same,  at  a  cost  of  $2500. 
Passed. 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
records  of  departments  by  inserting  "Fire  Depart- 
ment."   Passed. 

The  report  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Alvan 
Simonds  as  an  Overseer  of  the  Poor  came  up  re- 
committed, he  having  declined  to  accept  that  posi- 
tion.   The  Board  concurred. 

constable's  bond. 

The  bond  of  William  G.  Tyler,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved. 

REPORTS   OP   committees. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  m  favor  of  granting  the  petitions 
of  Arthur  Brown,  Blackmar,  Mandell  &Co.,  and  John 
Roessle,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steaoi  engines 
and  boilers.    Severally  accepted. 
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Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  will  be  required  to  tinish  the  sewers 
considered  necessary  for  the  health  and  convenienee 
of  the  citizens,  and  to  provide  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  department  till  May  1,  1874.  The  orig- 
inal appropriation  was  $200,000.  There  now  remains 
in  the  treasury  $18,029  40. 

It  will  require  to  finish  work  deemed  necessary... ,$38,000 
For  running  expenses  of  department  to  1st  May. . .  10,000 

$48,000 
Less  amount  on  hand 18,000 


Balance  needed $30,000 

The  increased  expense  has  been  caused  by  the  ur- 
gent solicitation  of  property  owners  for  drainage  fa-- 
cilities,  and  three-fourths  of  the  expenditures  on 
this  account  are  reimbursed  to  the  city  within  twelve 
month?. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  favorably  on  the  aoplications  of  two 
bootblacks  and  eleven  newsboys,  for  licenses;  Wil- 
liam McNeil,  agent,  to  exhibit  panorama  of  Ireland 
at  Sumner  Hall,  Nov.  5  and  6;  Elizabeth  A.  Slater, 
to  keep  an  intelligence  office  at  71  Cambridge  street; 
John  L.  Nason  &  Co.,  for  auctioneers'  license  at  21 
School  street;  Henry  M.  Snell,  for  auctioneers'  li- 
cense, at  5  Pemb.erton  square;  Howard  Slade,  for 
transfer  of  billiard  license  to  George  S.  Jones;  Butler 
&  Hoyt,  et  al..  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  Otis  & 
Co.,  Edward  D.  Gibbs,  James  Finnerty  and  Henry  W. 
Stillings,  for  wagon  licenses.  Obadiah  S.  Edgerly,  152 
Hanover  street,  Frank  H.  Bearse,  97  South  Market 
street,  Michael  J.  Kane,  8  Merrimac  street,  Edward 
Corrigan,  806  Washington  street,  and  Frank  H. 
Bearse,  8  North  side  India  wharf,  for  victuallers'  li- 
cense; Boston  Hotels  Coach  Company,  for  license 
for  seven  carriages  at  the  Old  Colony  Depot;  John 
O'Neil,  for  transfer  of  second-hand  articles'  license  to 
John  Morgan ;  Boston  Catholic  Union,  to  give  a  con- 
cert at  Music  Hall,  Nov.  1.3  and  14;  Harvard  Musical 
Association,  to  give  a  series  of  symphony  concerts  at 
Music  Hall  on  Thursday  afternoons.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Fan- 
euil  Hall,  reported  favorably  on  the  petition  of  E.  M. 
Chamberlin  et  a/.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Nov. 
5th,  for  a  public  meeting.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
directors  of  the  ferries  for  permission  to  sell  the 
ferry  boat  Jefferson,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  directors  of  the  East  Boston 
ferries  be  authorized  to  sell  the  old  ferry  boat  Jeffer-' 
son  by  public  auction,  and  pay  the  proceeds  into  the 
city  treasury. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
A.  S.  Foss.  reported  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  conditions  as  set  forth  in  the 
agreement  given  by  the  city  for  the  conveyance  of 
certain  lots  of  land  on  Seaver  and  Sumner  streets,  be 
so  far  modified  that  the  buildings  to  be  erected  on 
said  lots  shall  front  on  Seaver  street,  except  two  in 
the  rear  of  the  lot  fronting  on  said  Sumner  street; 
that  such  buildings  may  be  erected  of  a  width  of  not 
ler-s  than  twenty  feet  ten  inches,  instead  of  twenty- 
five  feet,  that  said  buildings  shall  be  two  and  one- 
half  stories  in  height,  besides  the  basement,  and 
may  have  a  Mansard  roof.  And  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in 
behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston,  such  instruments  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  effect  such  modifications. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  B.  L.  Crock- 
er against  any  modification  of  the  conditions  in  above- 
named  sale,  reported  leave  to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
repcrted  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows, 
Samuel  Thompson,  $230,  for  land  taken  from  Arnold 
W.  Taylor  by  the  widening  of  Stoughton  street; 
John  J.  Newtbn,  $1200,  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of 
John  F.  Newton  and  George  A.  Wilson,  in  widening 
Warren  street;  William  Gray,  $15,,335  10,  West  Ches- 
ter park  extension;  trustees  under  will  of  Robert  C. 
Hooper,  $271  90,  widening  of  Cottage  street;  Hattie 
F.  Bartlett,  $.300,  widening  Warren  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  from  the  same  committee  reported 
an  order  directing  the  heirs  of  Alfred  T.  Gray  to  re- 
move obstructions  from  St.  James  street  in  ten  days. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 


Ordered  that  the  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District  on  the  part  of  this  Board  be  requested  to 
prepare  plans  and  profiles  of  ten  public  and  private 
streets  and  courts  on  the  Northampton-street  District, 
and  report  the  necessary  orders  to  establish  the  grade 
thereof,  as  provided  by  the  sixth  section  of  chapter 
340  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Committeon 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board  on  the  subject  of  making  addi- 
tions to  the  present  system  of  water  pipes  for  the 
extinguishing  of  fires,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water 
pipes  and  other  materials  required,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  all  necessary 
purposes,  the  expense  for  said  pines  and  other  mate- 
rials not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  payment  to  be  made  therefor  on  the  10th  of 
May,  A.  D.  1874. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam L.  Bowditch  and  others,  that  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  be  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the 
town  of  Brookline  to  supply  said  town  with  water, 
made  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  whenever  a  majority  of  all  the 
legal  voters  of  the  town  of  Brookline  shall,  at  a 
meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose,  by  a  yea  and 
nay  vote,  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  or  a 
committee  of  said  town,  to  make  application  to  the 
city  of  Boston  for  a  supply  of  water  from  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Works,  with  authority  to  make  a 
contract  for  that  purpose,  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  ie  hereby  empowered,  acting  for  and  in  be- 
half of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  execute  a  contract  with 
said  town  to  furnish  for  the  period  of  ten  years,  a 
supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  and  for  the 
extinguishment  of  fires;  provided,  however,  that  the 
water  rates  for  water  furnished  to  said  town  for  do- 
mestic purposes  during  the  continuance  of  said  con- 
tract, shall  be  the  same  as  those  charged  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  city,  and  water  used  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  fires  shall  be  paid  for  at  such  rates  as 
shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  cause  attested  copies 
of  the  foregoing  order  to  be  served  upon  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  town  clerk 
of  said  town  of  Brookline. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  for  setting  edgestones  and  grading 
Buckingham  street  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4000;  to 
establish  the  grade  of  Buckingham  street  between 
Columbus  avenue  and  Dartmouth  street,  and  to  es- 
tablish the  grade  of  Copeland.  Thornton  and  Waver- 
ley  streets,  and  of  Ocean,  Roslin,  Walton  and  Harley 
streets  in  Ward  16. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  di- 
rected to  lay  plank  walks  on  portions  of  Clarendon, 
Boylston  and  Newbury  streets. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  favorably  on  the  petitions  of  D.  S.  Jordan, 
Frederic  Pope,  L.  D.  Cardell.  J.  P.  Fenno  &  Co., 
Abbott  &  Fernald,  Charles  H.  Bacon,  P.  Campbell  & 
Co.,  John  Kehew,  Parker  Bryant  and  Joseph  Ham, 
for  leave  to  erect  stables.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Comniittee  on  Paving, 
reported  that  the  wooden  bridge  on  Dartmouth  street, 
over  the  Albany  and  Providence  railroads,  is  so 
badly  decayed  as  to  be  unsafe  for  public  travel,  and 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  a  new  bridge  as 
soon  as  practicable.  The  present  structure  can  be 
repaired  and  strengthened  so  as  to  last  during  the 
coming  winter,  and  be  used  as  a  support  during  the 
building  of  a  new  bridge.  The  City  Engineer  estimates 
the  cost  of  an  iron  bridge  at  $1.57,646,  and  the  cost 
of  repairing  and  strengthening  the  existing  struct- 
ure for  temporary  use  at  .$2000,  making  a  total  cost 
of  .$153,646.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
at  the  present  price  of  iron,  etc.,  a  contract  can  be 
made  with  more  advantage  to  the  city  than  at  any 
future  time.  Thev  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  author- 
ized to  build  by  contract  an  iron  bridge  with  stone 
abutments  on  Dartmouth  street  over  the  Albany  and 
Providence  railroads,  and  to  repair  and  strengthen 
the  present  bridge  on  said  street  for  temporary  use, 
the  expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 
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Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  $155,000  to  defray  the  expense  of 
erecting  an  iron  bridge  with  stone  abutments  on 
Dartmouth  street. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  fit  up  the  Bowditch  School  Building, 
South  street,  to  accommodate  the  branch  of  the  Eng- 
lish High  School  and  Evening  School,  now  located  in 
the  city  building  on  Mason  street,  said  building  be- 
ing about  to  be  altered  for  an  engine  house  by  direc- 
tion of  the  City  Council.  The  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses  and  Public 
Buildings. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  an  order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Sixth  street,  between  O  and  P  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  $16  .54  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  P.  J.  Griffin  for  a  sewer  in  Hammond  street, 
and  the  same  amount  assessed  to  W.  H.  Wallace. 
Also,  that  $70  71  be  abated  from  the  assessment  of 
the  Union  Oil  Works  for  a  sewer  in  Saratoga  street, 
and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Owen  Gar vey; 
also  that  $14  14  be  abated  from  the  assessment  of 
James  Stewart  for  a  sewer  in  Saratoga  street. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  for  cause  the  betterment  of  $180 
assessed  for  the  widening  of  Dudley  and  other 
streets  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners of  August  5,  187.3,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Cal- 
vin Bird  on  Stoughton  street,  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by is,  reduced  by  the  sum  of  $50;  leaving  the  assess- 
ment upon  the  said  estate  $130. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Common, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  James 
B.  Aiken,  for  removal  of  two  trees  on  Norfolk  street; 
F.  R.  Shattuck,  for  removal  of  tree  from  sidewalk  on 
Forest  and  Vine  streets;  Sidney  B.  Morse,  for  re- 
moval of  tree  from  sidewalk  at  21  Camden  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

THE  NEW   FERKT  BOAT. 

•  Alderman  Stebbins  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries,  asking 
for  the  passage  of  an  order  authorizing  the  Auditor 
to  pay  extra  bills  on  the  new  ferry  boat,  an  amounr 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars;  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  general  appropriation  for  East  Bos- 
ton Perries.  The  communication,  on  the  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  East  Boston  Ferries. 

IMMORAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, who  were  requested  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  inserting  in  all  licenses  issued  by  this  Board 
for  theatrical  performance,  etc.,  "a  condition  that  no 
performance  or  exhibition  which  is  manifestly  im- 
pure and  directly  tending  to  the  corruption  of  the 
public  morals  shall  be  permitted,"  reported,  that  it 
is  provided  by  the  general  statutes  of  the  Common- 
wealth (chapter  88,  section  74),  that  the  mayor  and 
alderman  "may  license  theatrical  exhibitions,  public 
shows,  public  amusements  and  exhibitions  of  every 
description,  to  which  admission  is  obtained  upon 
payment  of  money  or  delivery  of  any  valuable  thing, 
or  by  any  ticket  or  voucher  obtained  for,  money  or 
any  valuable  thins,  iipon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  they  shall  deem  reasonable,  and  they 
may  revoke  or  suspend  the  same  at  their  pleasure." 
Under  this  authority  the  Board  has  established  cer- 
tain regulations  (a  copy  of  which  is  app'^nded)  pro- 
viding for  the  public  safety  in  case  of  fire  or  a  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace.  It  has  not  been  considered 
expedient  heretofore  to  adopt  any  general  rules  in 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  performances  or  exhi- 
bitions to  be  given  under  the  licenses,  for  the  rea- 
son, obviously,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  apply 
general  rules  upon  such  a  subject  to  particular  cases. 
The  promoters  of  pugilistic  exhibitions  would  not 
be  deterred  from  applying  for  a  license  by  any  gen- 
eral statement  that  this  Board  will  not  license  im- 
moral exhibitions.  They  do  not  believe  that  their 
exhibitions  are  immoral,  or  that  it  would  be  contrary 
to  public  policy  to  encourage  them.  Under 
some  circumstances  such  exhibitions  would  not  be 
objectionable;  under  others  they  would  be  highly  oli- 
jectionable.  It  is  necessary  to  pass  upon  each  case 
as  presented.  The  power  of  the  Board  in  this  matter 
is  an  arbitrary  one,  and  must  be  exercised  with  ex- 
treme caution.  The  line  between  what  is  moral  and 
what  is  immoral  is  often  so  shadowy  that  the  most 


cultivated  persons  would  be  unable  to  agree  in  defin 
ing  it.  What  one  person  with  strict  notions  of  mo- 
rality would  regard  as  "manifestly"  impure — a  copy 
of  an  antique  statue,  for  instance— another  with  a 
more  cosmopolitan  taste,  would  pronounce  to  be  a 
teacher  of  the  higher  morality.  As  it  is  apparent, 
therefore,  that  nothing  would  be  accomplished  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  morals  by  inserting  the 
condition  named  in  the  order,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  do  so. 

The  question  was  on  accepting  the  report. 

Alderman  Hulbert — The  statutes  and  ordinances 
place  this  matter  of  theatrical  performances  and  ex- 
hibitions entirely  within  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  this  city,  and  the  responsibility  rests 
directly  ujTon  us  and  no  one  else.  Now  what  is  the 
object  the  order  I  introduced  designs  to  accomplish? 
The  fact  is,  within  thi>  last  two  or  three  years, 
there  have  been  theatrical  or  other  exhibitions  in 
this  city,  in  places  licensed  by  rhe  Boards  of  Alder- 
men which  have  preceded  us,  which  have  been  grossly 
indecent  and  manifestly  tending  to  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  morals  of  the  public.  The  fact  is  notori- 
ous. The  class  of  exhibitions  to  which  I  refer  is 
patent  to  the  public.  What  may  come  up  for  the 
balance  of  the  current  year  I  know  not.  But  we  as  a 
Board  are  responsible  for  them,  and  it  does  seem  to 
me  perfectly  proper  to  look  at  this  thing  just  as  it  is. 
If  it  is  not  practicable  to  insert  something  like  that 
in  the  license,  something  else  may  be  done.  All  I 
wish  to  do  is  to  plainly  set  forth  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to  these  exhibitions 
which  are,  on  all  hands,  admitted  to  be  impure  and 
indecent.  The  report  which  has  been  offered  here 
states  that  it  has  been  left  for  us  to  pass 
upon  things  as  they  come  up.  Yet  they  are  not 
passed  upon.  My  idea  is  that  if  there  are  any  things 
which  would  not  be  tolerated  in  any  other  communi- 
ty, we  should  give  warning  to  the  proprietors  of  such 
amusements  that  they  will  not  be  tolerated  here,  and 
i  f  they  occur  again  that  their  licenses  will  be  revoked. 
I  claim  that  by  the  statutes  of  this  State  this  Board 
is  responsible  for  the  occurrence  of  such  exhibitions 
as  have  been  given  here  in  the  past  two  or  three 
years,  and  which  I  believe  no  member  of  this  Board 
will  stand  up  for  or  anprove  of.  In  introducing  the 
order  with  reference  to  having  something  inserted  in 
the  license,  my  object  was,  that  when  a  person  took 
out  a  license  it  was  to  be  understood  that  this  City 
Government  would  not  allow  exhibitions  which  are 
known  and  felt  to  be  impure.  In  this  I  don't  raise 
the  question  of  theatres  or  no  theatres;  I  simply  take 
up  that  class  of  exhibitions  which  are  admitted  to  be 
detrimental  to  the  public  morals.  I  would  like  to  be 
set  right  upon  this  question.  I  don't  want  to  be  held 
responsible  for  such  things.  I  believe  that  the  evils 
alluded  to  in  the  order  are  the  worst  of  our  time.  I 
have  had  experience  with  large  numbers  of  young 
men  and  know  what  the  tendency  of  these  things  is. 
I  will  say  here  that  ten  years  ago  such  abominations 
would  not  have  been  tolerated.  The  worst  thing  I  have 
had  to  contend  with  in  young  men  was  this  class 
of  exhibitions.  What  is  the  result  of  them? 
Take  the  defalcations  and  breaches  of  trust,  today, 
and  all  that  form  of  dishonesty,  and  I  will  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  truth  was  known  more  than  half  of 
them  arose  from  the  demands  of  this  vice.  There  is 
no  vice  that  will  impel  a  m.in  to  defalcation  and 
breach  of  trust  more  than  this.  Young  men  can't  go 
through  the  streets  without  having  exhibitions  of 
impurity  before  them.  They  are  equal  to  anything 
ever  found  upon  the  ruins  of  Pompeii,  and  I  feel 
that  the  real  responsibility  for  them  is  here,  be- 
cause we  have  control  of  this  thing.  I  have  no 
more  sons  to  be  influenced  by  them,  it  is  true. 
I  am  thankful  that  the  only  son  I  had  was 
not  contaminated  by  them.  But  other  citizens 
who  have  sons  have  a  claim  upon  us  that  we  should 
not  allow  such  contaminations  put  before  them. 
It  can't  be  overestimated  at  this  time.  There 
is  a  laxness  and  looseness  which  is  lamentable.  If 
this  thing  goes  on  we  shall  reap  the  whirlwind.  It  is 
a  very  serious  matter  and  permeates  all  classes.  I 
don't  come  here  to  reform  public  morals,  but  as  the 
responsibility  is  placed  upon  us,  I  don't  want  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  throwing  seductions  in  the  way 
of  the  young.  And  I  would  sooner  cut  this  right  arm 
off  than  give  permission  for  a '  repetition  of 
those  exhibitions  which  have  been  seen  here. 
I  have  walked  the  streets  of  this  city 
at  midnight  pleading  with  young  men  to  leave  the 
paths  of  ruin,  and  the  greatest  obstacle  they  have 
to  contend  with  are  these  exhibitions.  I  don't  propose 
to  discuss  the  report,  out  of  respect  for  the  commit- 
tee. My  object  will  be  attained  if  this  Board  will  in- 
dicate its  opinion  in  this  respect. 

Alderman  Sayward— It  would  seem  that  some- 
thing should  be  said  in  defence  of  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  of  this  and  last  year;  what  has  been  done 
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before  that  I  do  not  know.  This  order  has  been  fully 
considered  by  the  committee  and  tney  find  it  is  hard  to 
discriminate.  They  see  no  better  way  than  what  is 
recommended  in  the  report.  When  parties  violate 
the  law  we  have  power  to  revoke  a  license— when  an 
immoral  play  is  given  to  the  public— and  if  the  gen- 
tleman knows  of  any  such  case  it  is  his  duty  to  make 
complaint  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  We  have 
not  granted  all  the  licenses  which  have  come  here 
this  year.  A  great  many  petitioners  have  had  leave 
to  withdraw  when  the  exhibitions  were  not  for  the 
public  good.  So  far  as  regulating  the  class  of  thea- 
tre performances  that  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee to  do. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  referred  towhathast  ranspired 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and  not  to  any- 
thing that  the  present  committee  had  done.  It  was 
with  the  idea  of  giving  proprietors  of  theatres  what 
the  opinion  of  this  Board  is.  The  order  will  provide 
for  the  balance  of  the  current  year,  for  the  reason  that 
these  things  have  occurred  here  and  they  may  come 
np  aiiain.  I  do  not  desire  to  reflect  at  all  upon  the 
Committee  on  Licenses. 

Alderman  Gibson — This  is  a  very  delicate  question. 
It  is  the  duty  of  our  police  when  anything  appears 
that  is  improper  to  report  it  at  cnce  and  check  it.  To 
undertake  to  anticipate  what  is  going  to  take  place  is 
impossible  for  this  Board  to  do.  Theatres  and  play- 
houses ought  to  have  full  liberty.  They  are 
a  great  attraction  for  young  men  to  come  here.  There 
is  great  competition  between  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Boston,  to  get  business  men  to  come  here, 
and  you  must  give  them  the  largest  liberty.  They 
would  n't  go  where  there  is  no  amusement.  When 
we  come  to  lay  down  any  particular  rule,  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  carry  it  out.  I  approve  of  the  object 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman,  but  I  can't  see  how  he 
can  attain  it.  There  are  plays  coming  up  every  week 
which  we  don't  know  about  at  all,  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Committee  on  Licenses  to  make  proper  inquiries, 
but  we  all  know  that  no  chairman  can  find  out  be- 
forehand what  a  play  is  going  to  be.  If  the  play  i.s 
immoral  it  is  the  duty  of  the  police  to  attend  to  it  at 
once. 

Alderman  Halbert- 1  can  judge  of  the  future  only 
from  the  past.  Everybody  knows  that  there  have 
been  plays  here  within  the  last  two  or  three  years 
that  are  a  disgrace  to  the  community.  All  that  I  em- 
brace in  my  order  is  that  this  city  shall  not  have  re- 
peated here  again  those  outrageously  indecent  plays 
which  have  been  plaved  here.  There  are  certain 
plays  that  the  public  and  the  press  have  denounced, 
and  I  wish  to  stand  here  correctly  upon  that  question, 
and  I  offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That, whenever,  under  any  license  issued 
by  this  Board  fai'  theatrical  performances  or  other 
performances  and  exhibitions  of  alike  character,  any 
performance  or  exhibition  which  is  manifestly  im- 
pure and  directly  tending  to  the  corruption  of  public 
morals  shall  take  place,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient 
cause  for  the  revocation  of  such  license. 

Alderman  Hulbert— We  virtually  say  that  certain 
things  cannot  be  repeated.  We  are  not  drawing 
small  lines.  The  line  over  which  I  propose  to  go  is 
blacker  than  midnight,  and  it  is  from  no  mock  senti- 
mentalism  that  I  brin^  this  matter  forward. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  don't  know  anything  of  the 
character  of  the  plays  in  the  theatres  for  I  have  n't 
been  to  any  of  them  for  two  years,  except  once  when 
I  went  to  see  a  gentleman  on  private  business,  and 
then  I  did  n't  go  in. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  order  offered  by  Alderman  Hul- 
bert, having  been  read  once,  was  laid  over. 

HATES'S   STABLE. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a 
question  of  privilege.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board,  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  that  a  matter  which  had 
been  previously  passed  upon  might  be  taken  up  for 
reconsideration.  When  I  asked  the  reason  for  such 
extraordinary  action,  he  said  thd  action  previously 
had  was  illegal  and  could  not  stand.  The  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  Alderman  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, and  stated  that  he  did  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  previous  action  of  the  Board  was  illegal 
giving  as  authority  an  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
in  1870,  from  which  he  read  an  extract.  The  matter 
was  passed  upon  nearly  unanimously,  only  one  mem- 
ber voting  in  the  negative.  It  seemed  to  me  then 
that  the  subject  had  been  passed  upon  hastily.  Af- 
ter the  Board  had  adjourned,  I  read  the  letter  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  felt  then  that  a  wrong  construc- 
tion had  been  placed  upon  it.  I  immediately  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  him,  giving  the  statements  as  con- 
tained in  the  official  report  of  the  Board,  and  asked 
his  opinion  on  this  matter.  In  reply  I  received  a 
communication,  a  portion  of  which  I  will  read— 


"City  Solicitor's  Office,     j 

2  Pemberton  square,  > 

Boston,  November  3, 1873.     ) 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this 
date  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  question  of  the  right 
of  revocation  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  a  license 
granted  by  the  Board  for  the  erection  of  a  stable  in 
this  city,  upon  which  I  gave  an  opinion  under  the 
date  of  May  24,  1870,  and  the  question  recently  raised 
upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Hayes  to  the  Board  for  leave 
to  erect  a  new  stable  upon  the  site  of  one  which  was 
built  under  a  license  and  has  been  destroyed  by  fire, 
are,  in  my  view,  essentially  different  in  their  charac- 
ter; and  the  opinion  I  gave  upon  the  former  question 
has  no  application  to  the  one  raised  in  Mr.  Hayes's 
case." 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  state  this  opinion  for  the 
benefit  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  that  the  alder- 
men who  voted  to  reconsider  may  take  such  action 
as  they  may  think  proper. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  understand  that  the  opinion 
is  upon  a  new  stable.  The  petition  is  to  repair  an 
old  one.  We  asked  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solic- 
itor in  regard  to  building  a  new  stable,  and  he  gave 
the  same  opinion,  also  that  he  can  repair  an  old  one. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  will  read  the  remainder  of 
the  letter— 

"In  the  absence  of  statutory  prohibition  a  stable 
might  be  erected  in  any  locality,  but  it  is  provided 
by  statute  that  'no  person  shall  hereafter  erect, 
occupy  or  use  any  building  for  a  stable  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  except  in  such  place  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  said  city  shall  first  in  writing  approve  and 
direct.'  When  this  approval  and  direction  have 
been  given  to  any  person,  he  is  at  as  full  liberty  to 
erect  and  use  a  stable  in  the  present  place  as  he 
would  be  if  the  statute  had  no  existence.  If  the  ap- 
proval could  be  and  were  subsequently  revoked, 
great  injury  and  wrong  migat  be  the  consequence. 
A  building  legally  and  properly  erected,  or  in  process 
of  erection,  af  a  large  expense,  might,  by  the  revoca- 
tion, become  of  no  value.  Therefore  I  gave  the 
opinion  referred  to. 

But  the  approval  and  direction  provided  by  the 
statute  have  reference  only  to  the  building  then  to 
be  erected.  They  authorize  the  use  of  that  buildins 
for  the  purposes  of  a  stable  so  long  as  it  remains;  but 
if  that  building  is  demolished  or  destroyed,  they  do 
notauthorize  the  erection  of  another  to  be  used  for 
the  same  purposes.  The  location  of  a  stable  in  a  given 
place  today,  may  be  reasonable;  years  hence  under 
changed  circumstances,  it  may  be  unreasonable;  and 
therefore  the  Board  of  Aldermen  must  pass  their 
judgment  upon  this  question  every  time  a  new 
structure  is  contemplated. 

Thus  you  will  see  that,  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  Hayes 
cannot  legally  erect  another  stable  under  the  license 
formerly  granted  to  him.  The  recent  action  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  according  to  the  official  report 
of  their  proceedings,  does  not  amount  to  a  renewed 
license,  and  further  action,  as  full  as  though  no  for- 
mer license  had  been  given,  is  requisite  to  authorize 
the  relt)uilding  of  his  stable.  I  am  with  great  respect 
Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  P.  Healt. 

Mr.  Alderman  Stebbins." 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  letter  was 
placed  on  file  with  the  other  papers  in  the  case. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  in  the  same  connection,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  Twenty-Eighth  Congregational  Society,  worship- 
pers in  the  Parker  Memorial  Building,  protesting 
against  the  location  of  a  stable  in  closer  proximity 
to  a  church  than  is  allowed  by  the  statutes.  The 
stable  IS  80  feet  from  the  building,  and  the  statutory 
limit  is  170  feet.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

salaries  or  the  fire  commissioners. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries,  who  were  requested  to  report 
orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  permanent  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Department,  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  foremen  of  engine 
and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  who  are  perma- 
nently employed,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  beginning  at  the  date 
said  officers  are  appointed  for  permanent  duty,  and 
payable  monthly;  also  that  the  salaries  of  the  hose- 
men  of  engine  companies  and  the  assistant  foremen 
and  members  of  hook  and  ladder  companies  who  are 
permanently  employed,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  three 
dollars  per  day,  beginning  at  the  date  said  persons 
are  appointed  for  permanent  duty,  and  payable 
monthly. 

The  order  was  read  once. 
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Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  directed  to  report  an  order  fixing  the  salaries  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  made  a  majority  report,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  an  order  fixing  said  sala- 
ries at  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  payable 
monthly,  to  date  from  the  organization  of  the  Com- 
missioners. The  majority  report  is  signed  by  Alder- 
man Stebbins  and  Cduncilmen  Wilbur  and  Risteen. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  minority  report,  signed  by  himself  and 
Councilman  Loring,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Commissioners  at  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Brown — I  hope  both  reports  will  lie  over 
for  a  week.  It  is  an  important  matter,  and  I  think 
members  of  the  Board  ought  to  have  time  to  make 
inquiries. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  no  desire  to  press  the 
matter  today. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  for  nest  Monday  at  half-past  four 
o'clock. 

Subsequently  on  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield  the 
vote  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Stebbins  the  subject  was  taken  up  for  discussion. 

Alderman  Brown — I  am  as  ready  to  vote  now  as  I 
shall  be  at  any  other  time  unless  I  could  get  an  inti- 
mation of  the  class  ol  men  who  are  to  be  nominated 
for  the  oflice.  I  should  like  to  know  who  the  gentle- 
men are  who  are  being  negotiated  with. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  gentleman  proposes  to 
find  out  who  the  commissioners  are.  I  propose  to 
vote  for  the  t.ilaries  of  the  commissioners  without 
knowing  who  they  are  to  be,  which  I  think  is  right. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  agree  with  Alderman  Steb- 
bins that  we  should  n't  know  who  these  men  are;  we 
should  fix  the  salary  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Brown— -It  is  intimated  that  I  piopose  to 
ask  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  to  be  nominated.  I 
don't  propose  to  do  any  such  thing.  But  I  think 
there  is  an  opportunity  to  know  the  character  of  the 
men  to  be  nominated,  and  whether  they  are  worth 
.fSSOO,  $4000  or  $15000,  and  if  I  can  be  satisfied  on  that 
point  I  should  be  willing  to  vote  for  any  amount  up 
to  five  thousand.  I  suppose  there  are  men  known  to 
be  perfectly  willing  to  serve  in  that  capacity,  and  I 
simply  desired  to  learn  who  they  are. 

Alderman  Gaffield — Gentlemen  will  admit  that  we 
have  a  first-class  Mayor,  and  he  will  make  first-class 
nominations.  I  have  no  intimations  who  they  are  to 
be.  If  he  gives  us  any  intimation  it  will  be  that  if 
we  give  $3500  he  can  obtain  one  class  of  men,  that 
$4000  will  secure  another  class,  and  $5000  another.  I 
am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  $5000  will  meet  the 
views  of  the  public,  and  if  we  make  it  a  lower  sum 
I  feel  that  we  shall  make  a  mistake.  I  have  seen  a 
gentleman  today  who  was  opposed  to  having  a  com- 
mission at  all,  and  heard  him;  say,  let  us 
have  first-class  men.  He  would  be  willing  to  give  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  he  has  signed  his 
name  to  the  minority  report,  recommendi  g  five 
thousand  dollars.  We  are  starting  anew  and  impor- 
tant work.  It  is  highly  important  that  it  should 
start  well.  One  of  the  most  important  things  is 
whether  we  should  give  the  commissioners  a  good 
salary.  One  argument  is,  that  the  Board  of  Health 
have  $4000.  We  put  an  unfortunate  clause  into  that 
order,  giving  the  commissioners  an  opportunity  to 
transact  other  business.  These  comriiissioners  are 
to  study  all  the  matters  relating  to  the  putting  out  of 
fires.  I  do  not  know  who  the  Slayor  will  nominate, 
but  I  do  know  it  is  an  important  work,  and  deserves 
a  good  salary. 

Alderman  Stebbins — In  my  opinion  four  thousand 
dollars  will  secure  to  the  city  the  services  of  first- 
class  men  who  can  perform  all  the  duties  which  will 
be  incumbent  upon  them,  as  well  as  for  any  higher 
salary  that  may  be  voted.  If  we  vote  five  thousand 
dollars  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  voted  down  in 
the  other  branch,  where  the  commission  has  only  a 
bare  majority.  I  hope  the  order  placing  the  salary 
at  $4000  will  be  retained. 

Alderman  Power — My  reason  far  wishing  to  defer 
action  on  this  matter  was  that  I  have  heard  it  inti- 
mated that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  did  n't  think  the 
salary  named  would  enable  him  to  get  such 
men  as  he  would  desire,  and  I  thought  I  should 
like  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  I  have  opposed 
the  commission  from  beginning  to  end;  but  if  we  are 
to  have  one  I  want  the  best  talent  that  can  be  pro- 
cured. If  the  Board  of  Health  receive  four  thousand 
dollars,  an  efficient  fire  commission  are  worth  five 
thousand.  I  am  not  strenuous  on  this  point,  because 
I  see  another  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  If  men  are 
nominated  who  are  not  worth  five  thousand  dollars,  I 
shall  vote  against  them.  We  should  have  men  who 
would  be  above  corruption,  and  if  such  men  are  nomi- 
nated I  am  ready  to  vote  five  thousand  dollars  or 


more;  and  if  sucti  men  are  not  nominated,  I  shall 
take  my  privilege  of  opposing  them  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  as  I  did  the  commission. 

Alderman  Emery— I  should  like  to  pay  a  fair  price 
according  to  the  size  of  the  men;  I  should  prefer 
men  worth  five  thousand  dollars,  to  others  worth 
only  four  thousand.  There  are  men  now  employed 
at  the  heads  of  the  various  departments,  who  are  not 
paid  so  high  a  figure  as  that,  except  his  Honor. 
Whether  we  should  get  any  better  material  or  any 
better  class  of  men  than  those  now  at  the  heads  of 
the  departments,  I  don't  know.  If  we  are  to  have 
men  whose  services  are  worth  more,  we  ought  to  pay 
them  more.  I  shall  vote  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  take  the  chances  that  the  Mayor  will  select  bet- 
ter men  than  he  would  if  we  adopt  four  thousand. 
As  my  friend  on  the  right  remarked,  if  we  are  dissat- 
isfied, we  can  get  out  of  it  by  voting  against  the 
men. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  difficulty  seems  to  be  in 
deciding  what  constitutes  the  best  means.  I  was  op- 
posed to  a  commission  and  to  a  Board  of  Health. 
But  whatever  salary  you  may  have  given  them  you 
could  n't  have  got  three  better  men  than  you  have  on 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  they  are  employed  pretty 
much  all  the  time. 

Alderman  Power— I  did  not  mean  to  reflect  on  the 
character  of  the  Board  of  Health,  but  I  do  say  there 
is  no  comparison  between  the  simplicity  of  the  labors 
they  have  to  perform  and  the  important  duties  that 
will  fall  upon  a  fire  commission,  who  will  have  power 
to  spend  a  million  of  dollars.  They  are  invested 
with  arbitrary  powers,  which  the  Board  of 
Health  have  not.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  Board  of  Health  have  performed  '  all 
their  duties  allotted  to  them  just  as  well  as  any  other 
gentlemen  can.  But  there  is  an  important  clause 
which  gives  them  liberty  to  carry  on  other  business 
independent  of  the  city's  business,  which  thg  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  cannot.  Although  I  opposed 
this  commission,  I  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  procuring 
the  men  whom  he  thinks  necessary  to  be  procured 
for  the  position.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  any  salary 
he  would  recommend.  I  have  heard  it  intimated  that 
it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  salary  at  five  thou- 
sand in  order  to  secure  the  men  his  Honor  wishes  to 
appoint. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  12.  I  move  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority. In  New  York  the  salary  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Bowd  is  $7500  and  the  other  members  have  five 
thousand  each.  If  we  make  it  five  thousand  we 
should  not  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  economy.  It 
is  false  economy  to  pay  small  salaries. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Will  the  gentleman  state  the 
salaries  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  in  Philadelphia? 

Alderman  Gaffield— They  work  for  the  honor  of  the 
position,  and  forpay  they  have  an  inward  conscious- 
ness of  the  good  they  have  done  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  assume  that  all  the  members 
of  the  Board  honestly  desire  the  success  of  the  ex- 
periment which  we  intend  to  try.  As  little  as  some 
believe  in  it,  they  desire  it  to  give  us  a  better  Fire 
Department  rather  than  have  it  fail  for  the  sake  of 
saying,  "I  told  you  so."  I  take  it  that  this  is  the 
case  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  and  the  gentle- 
men in  the  other  branch  who  opposed  the  commission 
will  have  a  good  example  before  them.  If  we  give  a 
fair  salary,  then  the  experiment  will  be  fairly  tried, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  vote  for  five  thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  hope  we  shall  pay  them  four 
thousand.  We  can  get  just  as  good  men  for  that  as 
we  can  for  five.  We  have  had  a  good  committee  this 
year,  who  have  put  the  department  in  perfect  work- 
ing order.  These  men  will  not  be  employed  all  the 
time.  They  will  have  a  chief -engineer  who  is  capa- 
ble of  running  the  Chief-Engineer  himself.  The 
Chief-Engineer  will  have  seven  assistant  engineers, 
and  they  will  have  thirty-odd  captains.  It  is  n't  a 
big  job  they  have  got  to  do.  If  we  could  get  one 
smart  business  man  and  pay  him  $15,000,  and  put  in 
another  at  $2000  a  year  to  do  outside  work,  it  would 
be  best.  We  can't  get  a  first-class  business  man  who 
is  making  money  to  take  such  a  place.  I  hope  the 
salary  will  be  fixed  at  four  thousand,  which  is  five 
hundred  more  than  I  want  it.  Let  these  men 
make  themselves  valuable,  and  let  us  increase  their 
salaries  $250  a  year  if  they  deserve  it.  We  don't 
know  who  they  are  to  be.  Four  thousand  dollars  is 
a  splendid  salary  for  such  men  as  drift  about  here. 
No  matter  who  you  get,  they  will  become  lazy,  and 
you  cannot  get  them  to  stay  in  City  Hall  but  a  short 
time  each  day. 

Alderman  Gaffield- It  strikes  me  that  if  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  raise  the  salary  to  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  five  thousand  dollars  is  a  small  amount  to 
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begin  with.  I  propose  to  vote  against  bummers.  I 
would  aslt  tlie  gentleman  what  there  is  for  the  presi- 
dent of  a  bank  to  do.  Has  n't  he  got  his  cashier, 
tellers  and  board  of  directors?  And  vet  I  will  ask 
the  gentleman  what  there  is  in  these  panicky  times 
for  a  president  to  do.  We  want  good  men  here, 
just  the  i-ame  as  we  want  good  bank  presidents— as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  makes  himself. 

Alderman  Power — Gentlemen  have  touched  upon 
the  way  Ihe  Committee  on  Fire  Department  have 
done  their  duties.  That  reminds  me  that  there  are 
two  ways  in  which  to  get  the  right  men.  One  is  to 
get  a  Board  of  Directors  who  would  accept  the  posi- 
tion for  the  honor.  The  next  best  way  is  to  give 
salary  enough  to  make  them  accept  it.  I  haven't 
thought  that  any  bummers  will  be  thought  of  for  the 
position.  The  commissioners  will  have  more  to  do 
to  satisfy  public  opinion  than  any  other  three  men  in 
Boston.  Gentlemen  said  the  public  haven't  confi- 
dence in  tlie  present  management  of  the  department. 
I  don't  believe  bummers  will  restore  confidence.  It 
has  been  remarked  that  heads  of  departments  do  not 
get  this  salary;  but  it  does  n't  fol'ow  that  they  don't 
deserve  it.  In  many  private  corporations  men  get 
more  than  five  thousand  dol'ars.  I  propose  to  do  all 
I  can  to  enable  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  select  the 
right  men.  It  is  said  we  ought  to  have  an  insurance 
man  on  the  commission;  now  I  know  several  insur- 
ance men  who  get  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  a 
year. 

Alderman  Gibson  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  had  the  honor  of  being  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  in  1872.  We  had 
before  us  the  salary  of  the  Board  of  Health,  which 
we  thought  should  not  exceed  that  of  the  Street 
Commissioners.  I  did  n't  see  why  they  should.  We 
don't  expect  every  commission  to  be  made  up  any 
better  than  the  Street  Commissioners  are.  We  pay 
them  $3500  a  year,  and  we  know  what  a  hustling 
about  there  is  when  the  office  is  vacant.  It  was  de- 
sired by  the  Mayor,  last  year,  that  we  pay  the  Health 
Commissioners  $.5000,  b"t  who  of  us  believes  if  we 
had  that  we  should  have  improved  that  commis- 
sion? Haven't  the  press  extolled  the  Health  Com- 
missioners for  doing  their  duty  without  favor  or  fear. 
I  must  agree  witn  the  gentleman,  in  saying  I  don't  see 
what  the  Fire  Commissioners  have  got  to  do.  All 
that  they  have  got  to  do  is  to  sit  there  and  send  their 
subordinates  about  to  see  what  is  necessary  to  be 
done.  I  agree  with  him  tliat  it  is  time  economy  put 
salaries  where  they  belong.  We  have  men  in  these 
departments, — such  as  the  superintendents  of  sewers 
and  streets, — and  we  pay  them  $3(500.  Do  ;you  sup- 
pose they  are  going  to  sit  quietly  in  their  seats  when 
they  see  men  of  no  greater  calibre  than  they 
are  getting  five  thousand.  It  is  an  in- 
sult to  bring  in  three  green  men  here  and 
put  their  salaries  as  high  as  the  Mayor  receives. 
If  I  had  been  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
I  would  have  insisted  upon  putting  in  a  report  for 
$.3500  a  year.  Last  year  gold  was  ten  per  cent,  higher 
than  it  is  now,  and  if  you  give  these  commissioners 
four  thousand,  you  give  them  ten  per  cent,  more  than 
you  gave  the  Board  of  Health  last  year.  The  Super- 
intendent of  the  Public  Library  sent  in  here  last  year 
and  wanted  a  thousand  dollars  more.  We  voted  him 
down;  but  have  we  lost  him?  No,  sir.  Ifhehadgot 
it  very  easily  he  would  have  come  again  and  tried  for 
more.  We  are  not  going  to  get  men  in  these  positions 
who  have  been  successful  in  business.  I  believe  the 
Fire  Commission  is  a  piece  of  extravagance,  and  that 
such  a  commission  would  prove  just  as  valuable  if  we 
didn't  pay  them  a  cent.  The  commission  in  Albany 
do.n't  receive  a  cent  for  their  services.  When  we 
paid  the  assessors  nothing  they  served  us  best.  That 
is  the  way  to  obtain  competent  men. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  differ  with  the  Alderman  who 
has  jusi  spoken.  Now  that  it  is  settled  1  believe  it  is 
our  duty  to  do  nothing  that  will  prevent  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  from  selecting  such  men  as  meets  his  ap- 
proval. In  placing  the  salary  at  five  thousand  we  do 
that,  and  m  placing  it  at  four  thousand  we  do  not. 
None  of  us  know  who  the  Mayor  is  trying  to  reach. 
We  should  n't  place  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  hav- 
ing good  men  selected.  Place  the  salary  at  five  thou- 
sand, and  the  community  will  say  we  have  acted  cor- 
rectly. This  is  unqnestionably  the  cheapest  money 
that  we  spend.  An  order  to  build  a  bridge  at  a  cost 
of  ,$1:30,000  is  a  small  item.  But  the  moment  any- 
thing is  said  about  salaries  there  is  talk  about  it.  My 
opinion  is  that  all  the  men  at  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments are  illy  paid.  But  I  can  understand  it,  because 
they  have  grown  up  in  the  place.  We  are  not  treat- 
ing them  fairly.  I  should  be  willing  to  advance  their 
salaries  and  go  before  the  taxpayers  on  that  issue. 
What  we  want  is  brains.  The  market  price 
of  brain  is  very  different  from  that  of  mus- 
cle. I  can  see  work  enough  for  three  men 
for  all  the  time  they  can  spend  on  it.    I  can  see  that 


the  city  is  to  be  benefited  as  a  whole,  not  merely  in 
the  extinguishing  of  fires  merely,  but  in  preventing 
them.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
but  not  for  a  less  sum.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  say  let  us  have  the  best  talent  we 
can.  There  is  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  differ- 
ence between  four  and  five  thousand  a  year,  as  men 
regard  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  believe  we  should  be  willing  to 
pay  such  a  salary  as  will  secure  able  and  competent 
men.  In  regard  to  what  the  Commission  has  got  to 
do,  why  there  are  a  great  many  things.  One  thing, 
they  are  going  to  order  larger  water  pipes  and  have 
them  put  in;  they  are  going  to  order  another  fire 
boat  and  have  it  put  in.  Had  we  had  the  same  ap- 
pliances on  the  9th  of  November  which  we  have  in 
the  city  today,we  would  never  have  had  that  fire.  It  is 
alfact  "that  cannot  be  contradicted  that  suggestions 
were  made  to  this  Government  three  years  ago  which 
were  not  acceded  to.  We  wanted  a  fire  boat  and 
the  only  way  we  could  get  it  was  by  put- 
ting in  an  estimate  for  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, when  it  would  cost  thirty  thousand.  What 
is  the  result?  The  citizens  would  n't  be  without  that 
boat  today  for  anything.  There  is  power  put  into  the 
hands  of  this  commission.  We  want  able  men  to 
manage  the  expenditures  of  the  department,  which 
are  not  to  be  decreased.  They  have  the  power  to  do 
certain  things  and  they  will  do  them.  They  will  or- 
der the  Lowry  hydrants,  the  efficiency  of  which  was 
demonstrated  yesterday  afternoon,  when  one  hy- 
drant was  opened  and  three  engines  were  playing 
from  it,  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  fire  boat  the 
fire  was  confined  to  one  building.  This  thing 
was  recommended  to  the  City  Government 
years  ago.  The  commission  will  take  charge  of 
one  of  the  best  departments  in  the  world.  We 
have  nearly  doubled  it  in  the  last  year.  We  have 
now  sixteen  engines,  and  four  companies  perma- 
nently manned.  They  are  ready  to  fight  fires  at  the 
first  sound  of  the  gong.  The  commission  will  take 
charge  of  a  well-organized  department.  In  regard  to 
salaries  I  believe  we  should  pay  such  a  salary  as  will 
secure  the  services  of  the  best  men  who  can  be  had. 
I  believe  Boston  pays  its  oflicers  too  small  salaries  all 
through.  We  should  pay  them  good  salaries,  not 
just  enough  to  skin  along  on  through  the  year.  Such 
officers  as  the  City  Auditor  and  City  Clerk  should 
have  enough  to  pay  their  expenses  and  lay 
up  a  little  for  a  rainy  day  besides.  It  does 
n't  follow  that  because  we  have  one  of  the 
best  city  clerks  and  city  auditors  that  they 
get  sufficient  salary.  I  am  not  only  willing  to  pay 
these  commissioners  five  thousand  dollars,  but  will 
increase  the  salaries  of  other  cfficials  fifty  per  cent,  if 
it  is  necessary.  We  pay  the  Street  Commissioners 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which  is  wholly 
inadequate  for  the  services  rendered.  The  salary  of 
the  Board  of  Health  is  too  small  for  the  arduous 
labors  performed.  They  have  rendered  very  effective 
services  during  the  past  year.  There  is  no  question 
but  that  thou.sands  of  men  in  the  city  receive  larger 
salaries  than  five  thousand  dollars  a  year  who  do  not 
begin  to  have  the  responsibility  that  the  Fire  Com- 
mission will  have.  They  have  something  to  do 
besides  coming  into  their  offices  in  the  morning 
and  remaining  there  during  the  day.  If  the  com- 
mission proves  a  failure  it  is  within  the  province  of 
this  Board  to  abolish  it  entirely,  as  no  doubt  it  will 
be  when  it  proves  to  be  of  no  service.  I  cannot  for 
a  moment  suppose  that  the  Mayor  will  appoint  or 
this  Board  confirm,  such  a  class  of  men  as  has  been 
intimated  have  been  hanging  around  here  and  seek- 
ing office.  I  have  no  doubt  men  of  integrity  and  ca- 
pacity will  be  appointed.  It  is  our  duty  to  reject  bad 
appointments,  and  moreover  I  do  not  think  it  is  our 
duty  to  support  men  whose  services  are  not  worth 
more  than  five  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  was  in  hopes  that  we  should 
hear  some  argument  from  the  gentleman  in  favor  of 
five  thousand.  He  has  pointed  out  the  duties  of  the 
Fire  Commission,  and  it  would  seem  that  they  are  to 
discharge  those  of  the  Water  Board  by  putting  in 
Lowry  hydrants  and  larger  pipes.  They  will  have 
arduous  duties  in  that  direction,  for  the  worlc  has 
be  in  done  already.  The  gentleman  says  he  favors 
high  salaries  all  through.  He  must  have  forgotten 
his  record  last  year.  I  think  there  was  a  handbill 
circulated  saying  he  voted  against  the  salary  bill,  but 
the  people  sent  him  back  here.  I  am  not  going  to 
vote  the  heads  of  departments  five  thousand  a  year 
and  vote  the  laboring  man  only  a  dollar  and  a 
half  a  day.  The  laboring  men  are  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  country,  and  I  don't  know  why  the 
man  who  puts  out  fire  with  the  hose  should  not  be 
considered  worth  as  much  as  a  commissioner.  Be- 
gin to  raise  the  salaries  down  there.  It  is  easy  to  ad- 
vocate an  increase  of  salaries;  that  is  the  atmosphere 
of  this  hall.    A  man  is  respected  here  who  advocates 
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high  salaries.  But  he  is  not  respected  out  of  here  so 
much.  From  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
at  present  it  is  not  best  to  increase  salaries. 

Alderman  Sayward  —The  present  heads  of  depart- 
ments came  here  at  low  salaries  and  they  have 
worked  up,  we  know,  their  worth,  and  I  am  willing 
to  raise  the  salary  of  those  men.  But  we  don't  know 
who  the  commissioners  are.  Let  us  give  them  $4000, 
and  if  they  are  valuable  enough,  I  will  vote  lo  give 
them  ten  thousand;  but  I  am  not  ready  to  raise  their 
salaries  te  begin  with. 

Alderman  Cutter  again  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Gibson— If  the  Fire  Commissioners  are 
coming  in  here  to  take  the  whole  business,  1  am 
willing  to  vote  for  five  thousand.  But  if  they  are 
to  be  confined  strictly  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, four  thousand  is  the  most  that  should  be 
given.  If  you  want  to  elevate  mankind  why  don't  you 
begin  to  raise  the  salaries  of  those  who  handle  the 
broom  "on  the  street?  These  commissioners  will 
come  in  here  and  receive  more  than  any  of  these  men 
now  receive  who  have  been  there  all  their  lives.  It 
is  unreasona'jle  and  unjust.  I  don't  believe  these 
men  are  going  to  be  worth  four  thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  must  think  the 
commissioners  are  going  to  be  green  men.  who  will 
know  nothing  aoout  the  business.  I  have  n't  any 
such  idea  that  any  such  men  will  be  confirmed  by 
this  Board  if  they  should  by  any  possibility  be  nom- 
inated by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  which  I  have  n't 
the  slightest  idea  will  happen.  I  shall  never 
vote  for  the  city  to  pay  higher  salaries  than 
private  corporations  pay  for  the  same  labor.  I 
know  many  men  whose  duties  are  not  more  arduous 
than  the  heads  of  our  departments,  who  get  more  pay, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  our  heads  of  departments  could 
obtain  more  If  they  would  iireak  up  family  ties  and 
go  to  other  cities.  But  because  they  don't  receive 
what  they  deserve  is  no  reason  why  we  should  n't 
give  these  commissioners  what  is  requisite  to  secure 
the  best  men.  They  will  have  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  spend,  and  I  don't  believe  they  will  cut 
down  the  running  expenses  of  the  department.  It 
behooves  us  to  get  men  above  suspicion,  independent 
men,  who  will  do  their  duty  without  fear  or  favor. 

Alderman  Clark — I  have  no  idea  of  the  men  who 
are  to  be  nominated,  all  I  have  heard  is  from  the 
papers.  One  thing  is  sure,  the  Fire  Commissioners 
must  be  men  of  business,  and  they  are  going  to  ac- 
cept a  responsible  position  if  they  undertake  to  fulfil 
what  is  expected  by  the  public  at  large.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  fires  will  cease  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
the  rates  of  insurance   be  decreased   to  a  very  great 


extent.  There  Is  no  doubt  a  very  large  amount  of 
work  for  them  to  do. 

Alderman  Emery— The  only  reason  I  would  con- 
sent to  vote  for  a  large  salary  is  because  I  wish  the 
Mayor  to  be  untrammelled  in  selecting  the  men  for 
this  important  position.  I  don't  expect  he  is  going 
to  get  better  men  than  we  have  now  at  the  heads  of 
the  departments.  I  am  satisfied  he  cannot.  But  I 
believe  suificient  inducement  should  be  held  out  to 
attract  men  to  come  here  and  take  hold  of  this  work. 

Alderman  Gaflield  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
they  were  ordered. 

On  the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  ^the 
majority  report,  the  vote  stood  yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Emery, 
Gaffield,  Hulbert,  Power,  Quincy — 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Gibson,  Sayward  and  Steb- 
bins— 4. 

The  order  fixing  the  salary  at  $5000  was  then  passed, 
and  a  motion  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Gaffield  was 
rejected. 

ANNIVERSARY   Or   THE   GREAT   FIRE. 

Alderman  Clark  said  that  he  thought  it  no  more 
than  proper  that  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  great  fire.  This  had  been  suggest- 
ed by  a  great  many,  and  it  really  should  be  done,  for 
Boston  has  in  one  year  rebuilt  that  vast  mass  of 
houses  which  were  destroyed,  with  capital  entirely 
her  own.    He  therefore  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  boards  of  directors  and 
heads  of  departments  be  invited  to  meet  this  board 
at  the  City  Hall,  on  Monday  next,  the  10th  of  No- 
vember, at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  improvements  which  have  been  made 
during  the  past  year  on  the  territory  covered  by  the 
great  fire  of  the  9th  and  lOth  of  November  last. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted  to 
request  the  City  Clerk  to  invite  the  citizens  gener- 
ally to  take  part  in  the  celebration. 

ELECTION    RETURNS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Chair  ap 
pointed  a  committee  consisting  of  Aldermen  Steb- 
bins and  Quincy,  to  examine  and  report  on  the  elec- 
tion returns. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  voted 
to  hold  an  adjourned  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.  on 
Friday,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  Board 
adjourned  till  then. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

NOVEMBER    6,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  this  evening,  at  half -past  seven 
o'clock,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  quarterly  reports  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
and  the  City  Registrar  were  placed  on  tile. 

Petitions  of  W.  H.  Baldwin  et  al.,  F.  B.  Meigs,  and 
J.  F.  Atwood  &  Co.,  and  remonstrance  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Congregational  Society,  referred  in  concHr- 
rence 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Request  of  the  Directors  of  Ferries  for  an  appro- 
priation for  new  furniture  for  ferry  boat  of  not  ex 
ceeding  $3000;  referred  to  Committee  on  Ferries. 

Request  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  ,|30,000  (City  Doc.  No.  131.); 
referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Communication,  preamble  and  order  from  Street 
Commissioners  to  take  the  estate  surrendered  by 
Beals,  Greene  &  Co.  and  als.,  for  the  widening  of  Wa- 
ter street;  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Report  and  order  on  the  petition  of  Abraham  S. 
Foss  et,  al.,  for  modification  of  conditions  of  agree- 
ment for  sale  of  certain  lots  of  land  on  Seaver  and 
Sumner  streets.     Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  old 
ferry  boat  Jefferson  by  public  auction.  Order 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  who  said  it  was  desired  to  dis- 
pose of  the  boat  as  soon  as  possible. 

Order  accepting  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  East 
Boston  Railroad  Company,"  approved  8th  March,  A. 
D.  1873:     Passed. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  remonstrance  of  B. 
L.  Crocker  e(  al.,  against  any  modification  of  condi- 
tions of  sale  of  land  on  Seaver  and  Sumner  streets. 
Accepted. 

The  order  authorizing  the  fitting  up  of  the  Bow- 
ditch  Schoolhouse  to  accommodate  the  branch  of  the 
English  High  and  Evening  schools  now  located  in  the 
city  building.  Mason  street,  was  read  once. 

SALARIES   OF   THE  FIRE    COMMISSIONERS. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  of  Ithe  Commit- 
tee on  Salaries,  and  the  order  of  the  minority  fixing 
the  salaries  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment at  $5000  each  per  annum,  which  had  been 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  were  considered, 
the  question  being  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  re- 
port which  has  been  accepted  by  the  other  branch. 
I  have  had  something  to  do  with  this  matter  of  a  Fire 
Commission.  I  am  in  favor  of  paying  the  commission- 
ers a  proper  sum,  but  I  know  of  no  head  of  a  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government  who  receives  over  four 
thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Under  the  circum- 
stances four  thousand  dollars  is  enough,  in  my  opin- 
ion. I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  we  should  ^et 
better  men — men  better  fitted  for  the  duties  of  that 
office— for  four  thousand  than  we  could  for  five 
thousand.  That  may  seem  a  singular  proposition, 
hut  it  is  one  that  I  believe  in.  We  require  for 
that  position,  not  gentlemen  who  have  been  educated 
to  the  learned  professions,  but  practical  business 
men.  I  don't  believe  the  City  Government  or  the 
people  of  Boston  desire  to  place  in  that  position 
gentlemen  with  white  vests  and  kid  gloves,  or  white 
cravats,  who  shall  sit  in  their  seats  and  direct  what 
shall  be  done,  with  their  subordinates  to  carry  out 
their  orders.  We  need  practical  business  men  who 
shall  go  to  fires  if  it  is  desired.  And  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  here  in  regard  to  a  matter  which  I  suggested  to 
the  committee  which  it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
put  into  the  ordinance,  but  was  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  commission  when  organized.  It  was  that 
one  of  those  commissioners  shall  be  required  to 
be  on  duty  at  all  times,  day  and  night.  I  would 
have  them  alternate,  and  the  rules  should 
require  one  of  them  to  be  present  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  commission  day  and  night,  so  that  in  case  of 
complaint  from  any  quarter  that  commissioner  shall 
be  prepared  to  answer,  and  be  responsible  for  his 
answer.  I  don't  believe  in  appointing  three  men 
who  will  take  ^he  place  because  the  salary  is  five 
thousand  dollars,  and  would  not  accept  if  it  were 
four  thousand,  or  who  would  not  be  willing  to  stay 
on  duty  all  night,  if  necessary.  The  men  who  would 
serve  for  four  thousand  would  be  a  better  class  than 


those  who  would  serve  only  for  five  thousand.  I  am 
in  favor  of  paying  good  salaries.  The  salaries  are 
ordinarily  fixed  in  April.  It  will  be  time  enough  to 
fix  the  salaries  of  the  permanent  commission  when 
we  shall  have  learned  better  what  are  the  duties  to 
be  performed  by  them,  and  whether  their  services  are 
worth  five  or  four  thousand.  I  am  satisfied  that  four 
thousand  will  bring  as  good  men  as  can  be  found  in 
Boston  for  the  place. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— I  do  not  know  what  intima- 
tion the  gentlemen  may  have  of  who  are  the  candi- 
dates for  Fire  Commissioners.  I  have  n't  heard  the 
first  word  mentioned,  but  I  am  very  much  surprised 
at  the  reasons  he  gives  why  the  salaries  should  be 
four  thousand  instead  of  five;  I  venture  to  say  not  a 
member  of  the  Council  knows  what  his  reasons  are. 
He  says  better  men  can  be  found  for  four  thousand 
than  for  five  thousand,  but  he  don't  tell  us  why.  For 
the  same  reason  you  might  say  that  better  men  could 
be  secured  for  three  thousand  than  for  four.  But 
it  isn't  good  logic.  No  one  wants  men  to  sit  in 
their  chairs  and  do  nothing.  No  one  supposes 
the  Mayor  will  appoint  such  men.  It  is  too 
late  in  the  day  to  say  that  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  on  duty  all  night.  They 
may  be,  after  they  are  organized— no  one  knows  to 
the  contrary.  In  New  York  t^e  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  receives  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  and  the  two  subordinates 
receive  five  thousand.  The  salary  fixed  upon  by  the 
minority  is  not  considered  extravagant,  and  is  not 
higher  than  was  mentioned  in  the  debates  in  this 
Council  while  the  question  was  before  us.  It  is  not 
a  surprise  to  any  member  of  this  Council  that  five 
thousand  was  fixed  upon  rather  than  four  thousand, 
and  the  gentleman  himself  presents  no  proof  of  his 
assertion  that  better  men  can  be  obtained  for  four 
thousand.    I  can't  see  any  logic  in  it. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  -I  am  not  in  favor  of 
throwing  away  money  or  paying  needlessly  high  sal- 
aries. It  is  time  to  economize  as  much  as  possible 
but  true  economy  does  n't  consist  in  reducing 
salaries  to  the  minimum  for  men  who  can  perform 
the  duties  of  this  office.  It  has  n't  anything  to  do 
with  the  question  whether  a  man  wears  a  white  vest 
or  not.  If  he  should  wear  a  white  vest  he  might  be 
more  efficient  than  one  who  had  on  a  black  vest  or 
a  fireman's  cap.  What  we  want  are  the  right  men, 
and  if  they  are  to  be  on  night  and  day,  that  is  the 
vei-y  reason  why  they  should  have  more  salary  than 
those  commissioners  who  are  allowed  to  do  other 
business,  as  is  the  case  of  the  Board  of  Health,  who 
receive  four  thousand,  and  that  is  considered  a  mod- 
erate salary.  It  strikes  me  that  this  office  is  to  be  a 
more  arduous  one  than  the  Board  of  Health,  especial- 
ly if  they  are  to  work  at  night,  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  five  thousand  would  be  a  very  reasonable  sum, 
at  which  I  hope  it  will  be  fixed. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  don't  look  at  this  matter  of 
a  Fire  Commission  with  as  much  importance  as  some 
others  do.  I  suppose  the  commissioners  will  do 
pretty  much  as  they  do  in  New  York.  I  presume  they 
will  go  down  to  their  office  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  get  through  with  their  work  and  go  home 
as  soon  as  they  please.  The  chairman  of  the  New 
York  board  told  me  they  never  went  to  fires.  To  my 
mind  it  would  be  unfair  to  the  other  commissioners 
to  give  these  officers  five  thousand.  We  can  find 
good  men  who  will  perform  the  duties  for  four  thou- 
sand, and  I  think  the  Mayor  has  selected  men  who 
will  be  willing  to  serve  for  that  sum.  I  move  to  sub- 
stitute the  majority  for  the  minority  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  no  gentleman  has 
labored  harder  than  I  have  for  the  establishment  of  a 
fire  commission.  Members  of  this  board  will  agree 
to  that.  I  have  spent  as  many  hours  studying  this 
matter  as  any  one  in  this  Council  or  any  one  in  the  City 
Government.  I  know  something  of  what  is  required 
of  these  men,  and  whether  my  friend  on  my  right,  one 
of  the  able  members  of  the  committee,  can  see 
logic  in  my  argument  or  not,  I  gave  what  every  man 
here  understands  to  be  good  and  substantial  reasons 
why  men  who  are  to  be  appointed  at  four  thousand 
will  be  better  fitted  for  the  practical  duties  of  that 
position  than  gentlemen  who  may  be  appointed  at 
five  thousand.  I  have  n't  the  least  idea  who  is  to  be 
appointed.  I  have  only  seen  a  list  of  names  in  the 
newspapers  of  persons  spoken  of  for  the  position. 
I  have  never  exchanged  a  word  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  (though  it  may  have  been  thought  from  the 
position  which  I  have  taken  that  I  would  have  done 
so,)  or  w'th  any  one  else.  But  I  still  adhere  to  the 
proposition  that  those  duties  will  be  better  perform- 
ed by  practical,  every-day,  common-sense  men,  than 
by  scholars,  many  of  whom  are  now  applying  for  the 
place.  I  hope  the  majority  report  will  be  substi- 
tuted. We  are  going  to  pay  them  higher  than  any 
other  commission  which  has  been  establiahed  in  the 
Commonwealth,  to  say  nothing  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
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To  have  good,  substantial  pay  is  enough,  to  begin 
upon,  at  any  rate,  wtien  we  tiave  got  to  regulate 
salaries  witliin  the  next  six  months.  I  don't  believe 
any  of  those  three  commissioners  are  to  work  as  hard 
as  many  gentlemen  here  do  for  less  than  that  sum. 
My  frieod  says  the  pay  is  $7500  in  New  York,  What 
is  the  pay  in  Philadelphia,  which  covers  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  and  a  half  square  miles  as  compared 
with  the  pay  in  New  York,  which  covers  twenty-two 
and  a  half  square  miles?  In  the  other  cities  the  pay 
is  very  small  compared  to  what  is  proposed 
here.  In  Baltimore  I  think  there  is  no  pay  for 
the  commissioners.  I  believe  in  a  paid  commis- 
sion and  a  paid  department,  but  I  want  to  see 
the  salaries  of  the  men  wno  go  to  fires  and  chew 
the  cinders — the  men  who  labor  and  put  out  fires — 
I  want  to  gee  the  salaries  of  those  men  raised.  Let 
us  equalize  that  matter  somewhat,  and  advance 
the  pay  of  the  men  who  risk  their  lives  in  the  protec- 
tion of  property.  If  the  pay  of  the  commissioners 
is  n't  enough,  it  will  soon  be  shown  and  the  "City 
Council  in  Its  liberality  will  increase  it. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  am  glad  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  .5  speak  as  he  does.  They  say 
chickens  come  home  to  roost.  I  agree  with  him 
though.  When  they  talked  commission  I  opposed  it. 
I  oppose  it  today.  Let  us  see  what  this  commission 
has  got  to  do.  They  have  got  to  come  to  this  hall 
and  expend  this  appropriation.  We  pll  know  they 
are  not  to  run  to  fires.  They  are  obliged  to  appoint 
a  chief-engineer  and  assistants,  and  they  are  to  do 
the  duty,  while  the  commissioners  are  to  spend  the 
appropriation  which  this  Council  will  give  tliem. 
And  if  any  of  those  gentlemen  wish  to  go  to  any 
section  of  the  city,  he  will  have  a  carriage  to 
take  him  there,  just  as  every  head  of  a  de- 
partment does  today.  It  seems  strange  to  me 
that  men  will  stand  up  here  and  wish  to  pay  five 
thousand  dollars  to  these  Commissioners,  when  we 
have  a  Chief-Engineer  who  has  done  this  duty  for 
years,  and  there  is  not  a  blot  on  his  record  to  lay 
your  finger  on.  I  say  there  are  good  men,  not  white- 
cravat  men  either,  who  can  fill  those  positions  for 
$3500,  and  put  out  fires  as  it  ought  to  be  done.  I 
would  therefore  move  to  amend  further  by  making 
the  salary  $3500. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— We  must  n't  forget,  Mr. 
President,  that  these  commissioners  are  to  have 
great  responsibility— greater  than  any  commission  in 
this  City  Government.  They  are  to  have  sole  con- 
trol of  the  Fire  Department.  My  friend  says  we 
ought  to  pay  the  men  more.  That  rests  with  the 
commissioners.  For  four  th>vusand  dollars  we  might 
get  good  men,  but  I  can't  agree  with  my  friend 
That  we  can  get  just  as  good  men  for 
four  thousand  as  we  could  for  five  thousand. 
If  the  salary  is  placed  at  five  thousand  His  honor 
would  have  a  larger  field  to  select  from.  There  is  no 
question  about  that.  He  says  we  want  practical 
men.  That  is  true.  But  there  are  many  good,  prac- 
tical mechanics  who  would  n't  look  at  the  place  for 
four  thousand  a  year.  They  can  make  more  than 
that  in  their  business.  I  think  we  should  not  preju- 
dice this  movement  by  a  false  start.  It  is  true  five 
thousand  is  a  large  salary,  but  this  is  an  exceptional 
case.  The  commissioners  are  bound  to  give  their 
whole  time  and  attention  to  their  duties.  I  don't  be- 
lieve it  will  be  good  economy  to  make  the  salary  too 
small.    Five  thousand  is  little  enough. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14—1  heartily  agree  with  the 
remarks  of  my  friend  from  Ward-  5,  and  partly, 
also,  with  those  of  my  friend  from  Ward  3. 
Good  commissioners  would  find  plenty  to  do 
from  morning  till  night,  and  if  the  commission- 
ers attend  to  their  duties,  thejr  will  be  at 
fires  day  or  night.  But  I  think  it  is  unfair  to 
the  heads  of  departments  in  the  City  Hall,  who  have 
done  their  duty  for  years,  to  place  these  salaries  at 
five  thousand  dollars  If  we  start  at  four  thousand 
it  will  be  enough.  I  think  it  will  be  impossible  to  go 
outside  of  the  department  and  find  men  who  will  do 
the  duties  as  well  as  men  in  the  department.  I  hope 
the  motion  to  substitute  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  don't  propose  to  vote  on 
this  question  out  of  any  feeling  of  courtesy  for  the 
heads  of  departments.  That  is  not  our  duty.  Our 
duty  is  to  fix  the  salary  at  such  a  sum  as  will  enable 
the  Mayor  to  fill  the  oflSces  with  the  best  men,  and  we 
ought  not  to  have  the  slightest  feeling  of  courtesy 
for  the  heads  of  other  departments  in  voting.  Now, 
why  should  the  salary  be  more  in  this  case?  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  16  has  put  it  just  right. 
These  oflicers  are  almost  the  only  ones  who  are 
to  asBuoie  great  responsibility.  They  will  have 
arduous  labors  to  perform  that  the  others  don't  have. 
Many  gentlemen  at  the  heads  of  departments  are  per- 
fectly able  to  take  responsibility,  but  as  the  City 
Government  is  constituted  they  don't  have  to  take 
it.    The  City  Government  is  run  by  committees,  and 


the  superintendents  merely  advise.  I  would  be  wil- 
ling to  pay  a  thousand^dollars  extra  to  a  man  to  take 
the  responsibility.  The  Board  of  Health  have  four 
thousand  a  year.  That  office  is  easier  than  a  Fire 
Commissioner.  They  are  not  deprived  by  the  ordi- 
nance from  engaging  in  other  business,  and  the  re- 
striction against  engaging  in  other  business  is  worth 
another  thousand.  If  the  salary  of  the  Board  of 
Health  is  any  criterion,  five  thousand  is  just  the 
sum  we  should  pay  the  Fire  Commissioners.  The  in- 
crease would  be  none  too  much.  As  for  this  sort  of 
demagogical  talk  about  increasing  the  pay  of  the  men 
who  chew  cinders,  that  shouldn't  influence  us, 
for  we  are  not  trying  to  get  votes  now.  Even  the 
gentleman  who  used  that  argument  is  relieved  from 
it.  He  has  gone  up  higher.  Let  us  not  use  any  con- 
sideration like  this.  Let  us  make  the  commission  a 
success,  entirely  regardless  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments or  anything  else  except  the  public  good 

Ml-.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  think  the  salary  of  four 
thousand  dollars  would  get  good  men  enough  for  the 
position.  We  need  good  men,  but  in  such  times  as 
these  a  salary  of  four  thousand  is  equivalent  to  more 
than  what  i'l/ur  thousand  was  last  year  when  the 
Board  o(  Health  was  appointed.  I  can't  see  what 
this  commission  is  to  do  more  than  the  Board  of 
Health.  One  of  that  board  has  devoted  all  his  time 
to  the  work,  and  the  others,  although  having  other 
business,  are  occupied  about  all  the  time.  I  can  't 
see  any  good  reason  why  we  can't  get  good  men  for 
a  salary  of  foui  thousand  dollars. 

The  Chair— I  observe  that  the  oriainal  order  which 
comes  up  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  precisely, 
word  for  word,  the  same  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  has  moved  to  substitute,  with  the  exception 
of  the  sum  named  as  the  salary.  According  to  the 
rules  of  the  Council,  the  vote  will  first  come  upon 
the  order  to  pay  five  thousand  dollars.  If  that  is  de- 
feated then  the  question  will  be  upon  the  order  maK- 
ing  it  four  thousand. 

Mr.  PerKins  of  Ward  6  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Pease— I  will  withdraw  my  motion  to  substi- 
tute if  it  is  in  order. 

The  Chair— The  question  will  first  be  put  on  five 
thousand. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  did  n't  propose  to  say  any- 
thing upon  this  question,  but  the  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  called  for,  and  it  is  proper 
for  me  to  state  the  ground  I  take.  Now  I  am 
not  for  low  salaries.  If  I  could  succeed  in 
getting  good  men  for  any  place  I  should  go  for  pay- 
ing them  well.  I  should  like  to  have  had  this  d<»part- 
ment  organized  so  that  the  Chief-Engineer,  if  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  make  a  change,  should  be  a  su- 
perior, able  man,  and  whatever  money  was  necessary 
to  secure  such  a  man  should  have  been  paid  to  him. 
It  has,  however,  been  decided  to  have  a  Board  of 
Commissioners.  What  has  a  commission  got  to  do? 
What  can  they  do,  and  how  can  they  spend  their 
time?  Now,  so  far  as  the  machinery  for  the  manage- 
ment of  fires  is  concerned,  it  is  like  every  thing  else  iu 
the  arts  and  sciences.  That  machinery  goes  on  im- 
proving, year  by  year.  As  mechanics  see  that  they 
can  improve  machinery  they  do  so,  and  thus  you  go  on 
from  one  engine  to  another,  until  you  have  got  these 
magnificent  steam  engines.  Then  you  have  got  to 
look  for  smaller  apparatus,  and  then  you  would  come 
to  do  just  what  the  minority  recommended — the  best 
of  all  others,— and  that  is  a  standing  high-pres- 
sure service.  I  trust  it  will  come  to  that.  But  in 
regard  to  the  management  of  such  things  there  is 
very  little  labor.  As  far  as  I  can  understand,  the 
time  of  these  commissioners  canifot  all  be  taken  up 
in  any  duty  coming  legitimately  and  properly  within 
their  province.  My  opinion  about  it  is,  that  the  or- 
dinance in  that  respect  will  have  to  be  modified. 
I  advocated  that  modification  of  the  ordinance  in  re- 
gard to  the  Board  of  Health.  It  is  better  as  it  is. 
1  don't  think  there  is  enough  for  the  commissioners 
to  do.  The  management  of  fires  belongs  to  the  Chief- 
Engineer,  and  if  a  commissioner  comes  round  and  in- 
terferes, the  engineer  can  order  him  into  the  ranks. 
Such  is  the  law,  but  of  course  he  would  n't  doit  with 
the  ordinance  as  it  is  now.  I  make  this  remark  sim- 
ply to  show  the  distinction  between  their  duties.  My 
belief  is  that  the  ordinance  ought  to  be 
altered  and  that  the  commissioners  should 
be  able  to  attend  to  these  duties  and  do  some- 
thing else  besides.  I  think,  then,  yon  would 
get  abler  and  better  men.  Any  one  who  would 
take  the  position  at  four  thousand  dollars  would  do 
so  with  the  expectation  that  the  ordinance  would  be 
altered;  you  cannot  expect  that  for  four  thousand  or 
five  thousand  dollars  you  are  going  to  get  a  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  that  will  surpass  Aldermen  Cut- 
ter, Clark  and  Stebbins,  and  if  you  come  to  this 
Council  you  will  find  men  equally  competent.  You 
have,  in  the  gentlemen  I  name,  men  of  excellence  that 
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we  know,  and  the  chances  are  that  we  are  not  going 
to  get  better  ones.  It  seems  to  me  that  these  com- 
missioners will  get  very  large  salaries,  under  such 
circumstances,  at  fonr  thousand  dollars. 

The  J  eas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  question 
was  first  taken  on  five  thousand,  and  resulted— yeas 
14,  nays  35.  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Blackmar,  Brackett.  Burditt,  Dar- 
row,  Davis,  Denny,  Holmes,  Loring,  Martin,  Perkins, 
Pickering.  Powers,  Prescott,  West— 14. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Board- 
man,  Bowles,  Brennan,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Cud 
worth,  Dacey,  Dean,  Edwards,  Flatley,  Plynn,  Hine, 
Hughes,  Jones,  Madden,  Marston,  McCue.  Morse, 
Page,  Pease,  Risteen,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Train,  Upham, 
Wells,  Weston,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Wood- 
ward—35. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  BicKnell, 
Bleiler,  Doherty,  Hall,  Harrington,  Kelley,  Kings-ley, 
Lamb,  Mahan,  McKenney,  Tower,  Warren— 13. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  four  thousand,  and 
it  resulted  47  yeas,  2  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson,  Black- 
mar,  Boardman,  Bowles,  Brackett,  Brennan,  Burditt, 
Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Cndworth.  Dacey,  Darrow, 
Davis.  Dean,  Denny.  Edwards,  Flatley,  Plynn,  Hine, 
Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones,  Loring,  Madden,  Marston, 
Martin,  McCue,  Morse,  Page,  Pease,  Perkins,  Picker- 
ing, Powers,  Prescott,  Risteen,  Shaw,  Train,  Upham, 
West,  Weston,  Whiston,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward 
—47. 

Nays— Messrs.  Thacher,  Wells. 

The  Chair— The  motions  made  were  in  such  a  form 
that  under  the  rule  they  were  not  absolutely  put,  but 
the  effect  is  precisely  the  same.  The  last  vote  was 
equivalent  to  the  substitution  of  the  majority  for  the 
minority  report  and  the  question  now  is  upon  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

The  order  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  salary 
of  the  commissioners  at  $4000,  offered  by  Mr.  Wil- 
bur of  Ward  9,  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  requesting  the  Water  Board  to  report  on  con- 
dition of  water  of  Farm  Pond.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  new  desks  and  platforms  to  be 
provided  for  Common  Council  Chamber,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $2000.    Passed. 

Order  that  the  further  sum  of  $800  be  authorized 
to  be  expended  for  the  fitting  up  of  the  Municipal 
Court  Room,  Southern  District.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  I, 
Ninth  Regiment,  Kingston  street,  for  two  months, 
$52,  and  order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $700  to  be 
expended  in  repairing  and  furnishing  armory  of  said 
company  at  544  Washington  street.  Passed— yeas 
.35,  nays  0. 

Order  for  a  transfer  from  Reserved  Fond,  of  not 
exceeding  $5000,  to  cover  expenses  for  surveys, 
plans  and  estimates  for  contemplated  improvements 
on  Northampton-street  district.  Laid  on  the  the  ta- 
ble on  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9. 

Order  to  appropriate  $100  in  addition  to  amount 
previously  appropriated  for  music  stands.  Passed,  in 
concurrence. 

auditor's  monthly  exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  the  month  of  October 
(City  Document  122),  was  presented  in  print  and  sent 
up.  Following  is  the  recapitulation  of  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  month: 


Appropriations, 
Kevenues.  etc. 

General $11,051,852  80 

Special 9,245,872  21 


Expended. 

$5,442,728  08 
4,526,736  75 


Unexpended. 

$5,609,124  72 

4,719,135  46 


$20,297,725  01  $9,969,464  83       $10,328,260  18 

petitions. 

Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Pope  &  Son,  for  'leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  within  the  building  limits  on  Albany  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  'Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  presented  the  petition  of 
Company  D,  First  Battalion,  M.  V.  M.  for  additional 
appropriation  to  furnish  a  gun  rack,  closets,  etc.,  or 
in  lieu  thereof  an  armory  suitable  for  State  and  com- 
pany property. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

REPORTS     or    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petitions  of  M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  James 
Frame  and  Hersey  Brothers,  for  leave  to  erect  wood- 
en buildings  within  the  building  limits,  reported  or- 
ders granting  the  same.  The  orders  were  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 


Mr.  Caton.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  leave 
to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Edward  Gallagher. 
Accepted. 

A  PUBLIC  PARK. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  five  members  of  the  Common  Council,  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appoint- 
ed, who  shall  consider  the  expediency  of  laying  out 
a  public  park  upon  a  scale  befitting  the  present  pub- 
lic demand  and  the  prospective  increase  in  area  and 
population  by  additional  annexation  of  cities  and 
towns  to  Boston,  and  to  report  upon  the  same,  with 
such  suggestions  and  -recommendations  as  In  their 
judgment  the  best  Interests  of  the  metropolis  may 
require,  said  committee  to  be  called  the  Committee 
on  Public  Works. 

Mr.  Shaw— In  introducing  this  order,  Mr.  President 
I  wish,  as  is  my  custom,  to  give  a  reason  for  11.  I 
think,  Mr.  President,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when 
the  city  of  Boston  should  commence  to  make  arrange 
ments  for  laying  out  a  public  park.  I  think  public 
opinion  has  reached  that  point,  and  I  had  almost  said 
it  had  demanded  of  the  City  Government  that  action 
should  be  taken  in  the  matter.  The  order  which  I  have 
introduced  contemplates  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
special  committee  to  consider  tne  expediency  of  the 
project,  and  report  to  the  Council  the  result  of  their 
investigations  as  may  seem  proper.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, It  is  very  well  known  that  the  public  parks,  or 
the  Common  and  squares  of  our  city  are  very  small  in 
area.  We  have  in  the  Common  forty-eight  acres,  and 
in  other  squares  enough  more  to  make  an  aggregate 
of  seventy-five  acres  for  the  city  of  B3ston. 

The  city  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  in  Prospect  Park 
619  acres,  or  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  the  whole 
area  of  Charlestown.  In  addition  to  this  she  has 
several  smaller  parks,  which  increase  the  area  to  666 
acres.  And,  by  the  way,  she  has  a  most  admirable 
way,  in  my  judgment,  of  providing  for  the  expense 
of  those  parks.  She  taxes  her  horse  railroads,  which 
the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  do,  and  the  income  from 
that  source  is  enough  to  pay  the  whole  expense,  so 
that,  in  fact,  within  five  years  the  city  of  Brooklvn 
will  not  have  a  dollar  to  pay  for  her  public  parks. 
The  city  of  Baltimore  has  in  Druid  Hill  Park  some  700 
acres— fifty  per  c  ent.  larger  tnan  the  whole  area  of 
Charlestown,  and  in  addition  to  that  she  has  two 
smaller  parks,  making  an  aggregate  of  775  acres  of 
public  parks.  She  pays  for  her  expenses  in  that  line 
in  a  similar  way  to  that  of  Brooklyn. 

The  city  of  New  York  has  in  Central  Park  1000 
acres,  and  in  addition  in  smaller  parks  800  acres, 
making  in  all  1800  acres  of  public  parks,  which  is 
only  .300  acres  less  than  the  whole  area  of  Roxbuiy. 
The  city  of  Chicago  has  2000  acres  in  her  parks,  and 
she  has  three  boards  of  commissioners  to  manage 
them.  The  city  of  Philadelphia  has  27i0  acres  in 
her  parks  more  than  five  times  the  area  of  Charles- 
town and  120  acres  more  than  the  aggregate  area  of 
Charlestown  and  Roxbury.  Now  compare  all  these 
cities  in  this  country  with  the  city  of  Boston  with  75 
acres  only.  I  don't  remember,  at  the  present  moment, 
the  size  of  St.  James  Park,  London,  but  I  know  It  is 
large.  Neither  do  I  call  to  mind  the  area  of  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne,  in  Paris,  nor  the  grand  boulevard  around 
the  city  of  Brussels,  situated  almost  like  the  city  of 
Boston,  which  has  a  large  territory  admirably  adapted 
for  such  a  purpose.  Such  a  boulevard  the  city  of 
Boston  might  well  have,  especially  with  the  annexa- 
tion which  she  has  recently  carried  and  is  likely  to 
carry  hereafter.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  while  upon  this  subject  I  may  say  that  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Crocker,  submitted  two  or  three  years  ago  for 
a  public  park,  in  my  opinion,  was  a  grand  one  for  the 
beginning. 

fdon't  think  it  was  comprehensive  enough,  but  it 
was  upon  a  scale  which  might  be  enlarged.  It  pro- 
posed to  take  in  that  beautiful  hill  in  Brookline 
called  Corey's  Hill.  Now,  Mr.  President,  if  I  were 
to  have  my  idea  in  laying  out  a  public  park,  I  would 
commence  with  a  similar  plan  with  that  adopted  in 
the  city  of  Brussels,  so  that  our  great  avenues  from 
the  centre  of  the  city  might  lead  into  a  grand  boule- 
vard or  park.  Our  city  can  surround  itself  with  a 
park  at  any  time,  Mr.  President,  which  in  time  will 
reach  from  Everett  or  Revere  ISeach  on  the  east, 
around  to  Squantum  on  the  south;  that  Is  not  too 
large  an  idea  for  us  to  comprehend. 

By  taking  this  plan,  or  adopting  one  which  may 
take  in  some  of  the  surrounding  hills,  especially  Co- 
rey's Hill,  It  would  afford  a  most  fitting  place  for  a 
high-service  reservoir.  It  may  be  remembered  that 
one  week  before  the  fire  at  the  corner  of  Essex  and 
Washington  streets,  this  Council  was  Invited  to  visit 
Parker  Hill,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  as  to 
whether  it  was  a  fit  place  for  an  additional  high-ser- 
vice reservoir.    After  the   investigation  I  felt  It  my 
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duty  to  rise  in  my  seat  and  object  to  carrying  out  that 
plan.  My  reasons  were  that  we  had  had  one  terrible 
Are,  which  showed  this  necessity  for  a  higher  service, 
so  that  the  hydrants  might  be  more  generally  used, 
and  with  greater  effect.  Had  those  hydrants  been 
available  the  fire  never  would  have  crossed  Washing- 
ton street. 

Now,  sir,  we  have  in  Corey's  Hill  a  most  beautiful 
elevation,  263  feet  high,  while  ParljerHill  is  only  222 
leet  high,  making  a  difference  of  41  feet  in  favor  of 
Corey's,  which  would  make  an  immense  difference 
In  the  pressure  that  might  be  applied  to  water  that 
should  be  carried  into  the  city,  if  upon  that  hill  were 
placed  a  proper  reservoir.  That  hill  might  be  adapt- 
ed for  that  purpose,  and  a  grand  boulevard  or  street, 
or  whatever  it  might  be  called,  mi^ht  surround  it, 
and  both  ends  be  accomplished.  I  have  noticed  in 
the  public  press  some  allusions  to  the  Bussey  Woods 
as  a  place  that  might  be  procured  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege for  this  purpose.  I  think  it  is  a  proper  place, 
but  I  would  not  establish  a  park  there  except  in 
connection  with  a  grand  boulevard  round  the  city.  I 
hope  this  matter  will  be  taken  into  consideration, 
because  I  think  the  public  is  ready  for  it  I  think 
there  is  a  demand  that  we  shall  begin  to  investigate 
the  matter,  so  that  we  may  have  something  of  which 
the  city  of  Boston  may  be  proud.       > 

There  is  no  city  in  this  Union  with  such  surround- 
ings as  Boston,  and  I  think  that  at  a  very  moderate 
expense  which  could  be  continued  along  for  a  series  of 
years,  and  this  or  some  other  plan  may ;be  carried  out. 
1  commenced  three  years  ago  an  ^xamination  of  this 
matter  and  placed  myself  in  correspondence  with 
different  cities  in  the  Union,  and  also  with  some  in 
Europe,  and  have  been  receiving  their  books  and 
documents,  facts  and  tigures.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
President,  that  there  is  no  better  time  than  now  for 
us  to  commence  an  investigation  of  the  matter.  This 
question  of  additional  annexation  is  sure  to  come  up 
again  in  the  Legislature,  and  it  should  be  definitely 
settled  whether  the  surroundings  of  Boston  are  to  be 
annexed.  I  think  they  are.  I  am  in  favor  of  further 
annexation  than  has  yet  been  proposed.  I  hope  this 
matter  may  be  examined  into  and  an  intelligent  re- 
port made,  so  that  the  people  of  Boston  may  be  satis- 
fied that  the  City  Government  have  their  interests  at 
heart,  and  are  ready  to  act  as  they  may  dictate. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  entirely  agree  with  the 
gentleman,  and  would  suggest  a  slight  amendment  to 
the  order.  What  I  want  is  to  have  parks  available 
for  all  parts  of  the  city.  Instead  of  ''a  park"  I  move 
amend  by  inserting  "one  or  more  park." 

Mr.  Shaw  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3— It  seems  tome  that  it  is. 
like  crowding  the  mourners,  as  they  say.  I  have 
heard  of  this  park  business  for  the  last" eight  years.  I 
heard  of  it  in  the  Legislature  in  1870.  That  is  a 
cunning  device — "one  or  more  public  parks."  I  hold 
that  we  have  surrounded  the  city  of  Boston  with  a 
park.  Will  the  gentleman  go  back  to  where  a  park 
was  to  be  located  in  Roxbury?  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  riding  out  on  that  tall  bill,  too.  We  have 
the  territory  today,  and  Boston  is  taking  care  of 
the  roads,  and  there  is  a  driveway,  and  we 
have  them  without  paying  for  it.  The  gentle- 
man cites  Baltimore,  but  he  don't  say  any- 
thing about  Philadelphia  and  how  that  city  came 
with  its  park.  It  was  presented  to  that  city,  but  they 
don't  propose  to  present  any  here.  If  they  do  the 
gentleman  ought  to  use  his  influence  in  Brookline, 
where  Cwrey  Hill  is  located.  He  says  we  should  have 
a  driveway  around  the  park.  Does  he  forget  that  we 
have  a  driveway  around  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir?  All 
we  have  got  is  to  get  a  part  of  Brookline  in  order  to 
pass  into  Brighton,  and  then  the  city  will  have  charge 
of  the  entire  driveway.  I  would  rather  drive  out 
there  and  see  the  styles  of  architecture  than  to  see 
shrubbery.  I  think  the  gentleman  told  me  that  that 
locality  could  be  bought  for  a  poor  farm,  and  the 
heart  of  Brookline  could  be  taken  for  much  less  than 
they  propose  to  pay  for  a  poor  farm  today.  Now, why 
would  n't  it  be  a  good  idea  to  buy  that  for  the  city  of 
Boston  ?  It  would  pay  to  have  that  farm.  The  city 
of  Boston  is  not  ready  for  a  park  yet,  because  wc 
have  parks.  The  only  park  we  have  the  gentleman 
voted  to  cut  off  a  part  of  it  and  put  it  into  the  street. 
If  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  could  get 
sufficient  appropriation  we  would  have  parks  enough. 
I  move  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

Mr.  Holmes  of  Ward  6—1  don't  see  the  necessity 
of  referring  this  order  to  the  Committee  on  Common. 
No  appropriation  of  money  is  intended.  It  is  simply 
an  order  of  inquiry.  It  is  very  apropos  at  this  time, 
to  consider  where  and  how  we  may  lay  out  a  system 
of  public  parks.  We  have  got  to  have  land 
for  parks  in  one  place  or  another,  and  it 
is  just  the  time  to  consider  where  they  will 
have  them.        It    is    remarkably    apropos,    but    I 


hardly  think  the  committee  would  desire  that  this 
order  be  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  do  n't  think  the  commit- 
tee have  any  desire  to  have  it  referred  to  them.  We 
can  consider  it  now. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2—1  feel  satisfied  that  the  city 
of  Boston  should  have  a  public  park,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that,  as  the  year  is  drawing  to  a  close,  this  order 
is  not  in  place.  There  is  hardly  time,  in  the  few  re- 
maining weeks  of  the  year,  for  a  committee  to  look 
into  this  matter  intelligently.  Next  year  we  will  have 
representations  from  Brighton,  West  Roxbury  and 
Charlestown  and  the  representatives  of  those  sections 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  I  think  the  order 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— The  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
says  public  opinion  is  in  favor  of  a  public  park,  and 
now  is  the  time  to  do  it.  I  am  perfectly  thunder- 
struck at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman.  Does  he 
suppose  that  two  or  three  articles  in  a  newspaper 
represent  public  sentiment,  when  it  is  well  known 
that  I  he  city  cannot  borrow  money  at  the  legal  rate 
of  interest  to  pay  the  current  expenditures?  Does 
he  think  we  want  a  public  park  when  we  have  got  to 
pay  millions  for  water  in  the  next  year  to  come, 
whether  we  use  Mystic  or  not?  I  am  perfectly  sur- 
prised that  any  gentleman  should  advocate  such  an 
expenditure  when  the  city  of  Boston  has  such  diffi- 
culty in  borrowing  money. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  never  lived  a  day  without 
learning  something  new,  and  I  have  learned,  some- 
thing new  tonight.  No  matter  what  the  rate  of  inter- 
est is,  Boston  can  and  will  obtain  all  the  money  she 
needs,  and  she  will  never  reifUdiate  an  obligation 
brought  in  the  proper  place  and  at  the  proper  time. 
The  gentleman  says  I  said,  '"Now  is  the  time  to  do 
it."  Did  n't  I  say  that  in  my  judgment  now  is  the 
time  to  commence  an  examination  of  the  question? 
The  gentleman  is  slopping  over.  He  opposed  as  lus- 
tily as  he  knew  how,  and  with  all  the  vigor  he  pos- 
sessed, the  establishment  of  a  fire  commission,  and 
when  the  time  came  for  voting  for  it,he  saw  that  public 
opinion  was  too  much  tox  him, and  he  turned  round  and 
voted  for  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  good  sense 
will,  by  and  by,  show  him  that  a  public  park  is  de- 
manded by  the  people,  and  if  any  committee  should 
ever  report  in  favor  of  it,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that 
my  friend  from  Ward  1  will  vote  for  it.  Notwith- 
standing that  he  is  isolated  and  has  prayed  for  free 
ferries,  which  I  have  long  advocated,  and  notwith- 
standing the  expense  the  city  has  been  to  give  him 
fresh  water — and  good  water  too — notwithstanding 
all  these  things,  he  rises  now  and  opposes  what  is 
looked  upon  by  the  whole  people  as  a  good  matter. 
I  don't  propose  to  have  the  park  built  this  year,  but 
what  I  desire  is  that  a  proper  committee 
shall  investigate  this  matter.  My  friend  talks 
atx)nt  time.  Why  there  is  time  to  make 
a  world  between  this  and  the  first  of  January.  I 
am  aware  my  friend  from  Ward  3  is  about  to  leave 
the  City  Government,  as  well  as  myself,  unless  they 
count  us  out:  but  when  such  a  great  question  shall 
be  brought  up  to  the  State  House  for  legislation  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  favor  the  plan.  He  is  a  public- 
spirited  man,  as  well  as  my  friend  from  Ward  1. 
The  astonishment  is  on  my  part.  If  there  is  a  city 
in  the  world  that  maintains  its  credit  it  is  the  city  of 
Boston,  notwithstanding  what  my  friend  from  East 
Boston,  with  her  forty  thousand  inhabitants,  says. 
I  had  the  pleasure,  today,  of  driving  over  to  East 
Boston,  and  I  went  over  to  Breed's  Island,  where  a 
miniature  city  adjoins  the  Island  Ward.  A  large 
population  will  be  settled  on  that  ^territory  in  the 
next  twenty-five  years,  and  I  shall  be  glad  then  to 
see  East  Boston  m  the  heart  of  the  city.  When  my 
friend  opposes  a  measure  of  this  kind  I  can  hardly 
believe  my  senses.  I  don't  believe  now  that  he  is  in 
earnest.  When  I  saw  the  beautiful  streets  of  East 
Boston — those  broad  avenues  and  extensive  terri- 
tory were  once  high  hills— when  I  found  there  that 
the  enterprise  of  himself  and  his  neighbors  has 
brought  that  territory  into  such  a  position  that  we 
may  be  proud  of  it,  I  say  again  that  I  am  surprised 
to  see  my  friend  rise  here  and  say  what  he  has.  I 
think  he  would  be  glad,  at  the  prooer  time,  to  give 
the  citizens  of  Boston  a  breathing  place. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  am  not  disposed  to  slop 
over.  I  say  this  in  all  candor  that  the' treasurer  has 
difficulty  in  obtaining  it  at  the  legal  rate  of 
interest  The  remarlc  I  made  was  n't  intended 
as  any  slur  upon  the  city.  The  gentleman 
has  spoken  of  my  changing  my  position  on  the 
question  of  a  fire  commission.  I  distinctly  said 
that  while  voting  against  all  annexation,  I  find 
that  one  city  and  two  towns  had  been  an- 
nexed, and  the  whole  thing  had  been  changed. 
And  acting  upon  the  principle  that  a  wise 
man  changes  his  mind  and  a  fool  never  does, 
I    said   it  was   impossible   for   the   city  to  manage 
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the  departments  as  has  been  done.  Public  opinion 
did  n't  change  me  at  all.  I  never  change  my  mind  in 
view  of  public  opinion.  If  I  could  have  my  way  I 
would  put  those  towns  and  that  city  back  again  and 
then  vote  against  a  commission.  Public  opinion  is 
not  in  favor  of  a  park,  and  in  this  case  I  think  the 
gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6— If  I  understand  this 
order  it  is  a  very  harmless  one,  and  it  has  given  rise 
to  a  needless  amount  of  discussion.  It  is  merely  an 
order  of  inquiry.  It  is  true  the  city  is  unable  to 
borrow  money  at  six  per  cent.,  but  if  she  has  to  pay 
eight  or  ten  or  twelve  per  cent,  the  city  of  Boston 
will  do  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  rejected,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  requested  to  report  in  print  the  result  of  their 
transactions  with  the  Legislature  during  the  present 
year. 

Passed. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  prepare  plans  for  laying  out,  widen  • 
ing  and  extending  streets  over  the  territory  bound- 
ed by  Hampden  street,  Norfolk  avenue,  Magazine 
street  and  Swett  street;  said  plans  to  be  prepared 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  said  territory  by 
raising  the  grade  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District  lie  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment as  early  as  practicable  whether  any  additional 
legislation  is  necessary  to  secure  the  raising  of  the 
territory  bounded  by  Hampden  street,  Norfolk  ave- 
nue. Magazine  street  and  Swett  street,  so  that  the 
grade  thereof  shall  correspond  to  the  new  grade  es- 
tablished for  the  Northampton-street  district,  to 
called. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  14—1  presented  the  last  order 
read  that  we  might  prevent  any  mistake  being  made 
in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  first  one,  and  to 
see  if  it  was  necessary  to  have  legislative  action  to 
cover  the  ground.  But  the  first  order  is  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  ward  which  I  represent,  and  also  to 
the  whole  city.    The  order  passed  the  other  evening 


in  regard  to  filling  up  and  grading  the  Northampton- 
street  district  is,  of  course,  to  be  carried  out.  .This 
territory  lies  between  Swett  street  and  Magazine 
street.  It  is  a  very  small  tract  and  only  partially  in- 
habited. The  streets  which  will  be  laid  out  across  the 
Northampton-street  district  will  adjoin  it.  What 
we  ask  is  that  the  grade  may  be  raised  and  the 
streets  laid  out  at  the  same  time,  so  that  property 
owners  may  go  ahead  and  build  and  not  be  disturbed 
afterward.  The  order  is  merely  to  ask  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  look  into  it.  The  most  feasible 
way  of  filling  the  Northampton-street  District  is  for 
the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  to  lay  tracks 
across  the  territory.  I  hope  the  order  will  take  a 
second  reading  tonight,  as  it  is  necessary  that  the 
matter  be  put  in  train  at  once.  There  should  be  no 
delay  whatever. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  that  this 
first  order  is  of  considerable  importance  and  certain- 
ly ought  to  go  before  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and 
I  move  its  reference  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  second  order  was 
passed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  additional  temporary  accommoda- 
tions be  furnished  for  the  primary  schools  in  the 
Lewis-School  district. 

Ordered,  That  a  primary  school  be  established  on 
Beacon  street  near  Parser  Hill,  to  accommodate  pu- 
pils living  between  Dartmouth  and  Parker  street. 

Mr.  West— These  orders  have  been  acted  upon  by 
the  School  Committee,  and  the  District  Committee 
thought  that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  go  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Buildings  to  be  carried  out.  I  move 
their  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

The  orders  were  so  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  Iti- 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  requested  to  consider  and  report  whether  the 
Girls'  High  School  has  ever  received  legal  establish- 
ment by  the  City  Council,  and  what  action  is  neces- 
sary in  respect  to  the  question. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2,' the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    7,    1873. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  one  o'clock  today,  Alderman  Cutter, 
Chairman,  presiding'. 

SALAEIES   OF   FIRE   COMMISSIONERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  took 
up  the  order  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, and  voted  to  concur  with  the  Council  in  mak- 
ing the  salary  four  thousand  dollars. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Stebbins, was 
lost. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police,  withont  pay— George  S.  Hutchin- 
son, for  duty  at  eveeiug  school  at  bathhouse  on  Cab- 
ot street;  J.  W.  Cotton  for  Chatham  street. 

Members  of  tbe  Fire  Department— Eugene  M.  By- 
ingtou.  Michael  H.  Barry,  Edwin  P.  Jones,  John  P. 
Currier,  R.  H.  Lawler,  George  Davis,  C.  E.  Hill,  to 
take  etfect  Nov.  1,  1873. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  William  Munroe,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  cows  and  three  horses  on  Bakers  Court,  near 
Washington  street. 

H.  W' Bessoni,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
ho/se  at  301  Sumner  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Mrs.  Ann  J.  Phillips 
to  be  paid  for  land  taken  on  Cottage  street. 

constables'  bonds. 
The  bonds  of  Charles  E.  Townsend    and   Martin  F. 
Curley.  constables    of    Suffolk    County,  being    duly 
certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  approved  by  the 
Board. 

NOTICE   OF     IN.TUNCTI0N. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  an  application  by  George  R.  Minot  and  fifty 
others  for  an  in.iunction  to  prevent  the  annexation  of 
the  town  of  West  Roxbury  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
of  a  hearing  thereon  before  said  court  on  Friday, 
November  14,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M. 

Referred  to  the  City-Solicitor. 

THE   ELECTION  RETtTRNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this  city,  on  the 
4th  inst.,  for  State  and  county  oflicers,  have  attended 
to  that  duty,  and  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
returns  of  election  of  all  said  oflicers,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  for  the  offices  of  Senators,  Repre- 
sentatives, Register  of  Deeds  and  Register  of  Pro- 
bate and  Insolvency ;  and  they  find  that  the  results, 
as  far  as  examined,  are  correctly  entered  in  the 
book  kfept  for  that  purpose,  and  they  recommend 
that  the  certificates  thereof  be  signed  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Your  commif  tee  report  that  requests  duly  signed 
have  been  received  by  the  City  Clerk,  for  a  recount 
of  the  ballots  cast  in  Wards  2,  3,  8,  13,  for  Register 
of  Probate;  also  in  Wards  2,  'i.  5,  7.  12,  for  Senators, 
and  in  Wards  5,  13  and  14,  for  Representatives. 

Tour  committee  also  report  that  no  retui-ns  have 
yet  been  received  from  Chelsea  or  Revere  for  a  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  ask  for  further  time  to 
report  on  the  election  of  Senators,  Representatives, 
Register  of  Probate  and  Register  of  Deeds,  and  for 
authority  to  count  the  original  ballots  in  the  case 
where  the  same  has  been  requested. 

S.  B.  Stebrins,  l.po,-n„ittpp 
S.  M.  QuiNCY,    )  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  desirable  that  the 
recount  should  be  made  and  reported  to  the  Board 
on  Monday.  He  moved  an  addition  of  one  be  made 
to  the  committee.     Carried. 

The  Chair  appointed  Alderman  Power  on  the  com- 
mittee. 

THE   FIRE   COMMISSION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  nominating  the  following-naTied  persons 
to  constitute  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners; 

Alfred  P.  Rockwell,  to  hold  oflice  until  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  1876. 

David  Chamberlain,  to  hold  oiHce  till  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May,  1875. 

Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  to  hold  office  till  the  first  Mon- 
day of  May,  1874. 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  voted 
to  take  the  vote  on  confirmation  on  Monday  next,  at 
half-past  four  o'clock. 

REMOVAL  OF   A  DANGEROUS   BUILDING. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert — 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  directed  to 
close  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  the  portion  of 
Pine  street  nearest  to  Harrison  avenue  during  the 
removal  of  a  wall  of  building  237  Pine  street,  which 
has  been  condemned  as  unsafe  by  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings. 

REPORTS. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  G  T.  Bigelow  and  others, 
trustees,  $1580,  on  account  of  widening  Federal 
street;  and  Newell  A.  Thompson,  $1309  20,  on  ac- 
count of  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park 
square. 

Seveerally  read  once. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Stoughton-street  Baptist  Church,  for 
abatement  of  betterments  for  street  widening.  Ac 
cepted. 

Alderman  Clark — I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
Certain  comments  have  been  made  in  the  press  con- 
cerning the  order  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  at 
the  last  meeting  of  this  Board,  in  relation  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  territory  covered  by  the  great  fire 
which  occurred  a  year  ago.  I  supposed  the  order 
was  sufficiently  clear  in  its  wording  to  prevent  any 
misunderstanding. 

It  did  not  seem  inappropriate  for  the  members  of 
this  Board,  as  Surveyors  of  Highways,  to  inspect  the 
work  which  has  been  accomplished  in  the  widening 
of  streets  and  the  erection  of  buildings  during  the 
past  year,  and  to  invite  the  other  members  of  the 
Government  to  accompany  them  No  celebration 
was  contemplated.  It  was  Intended  to  be  purely  a 
business  afEair. 

Theie  is  to  be  no  speechmaklng  that  I  am  aware  of. 
The  Inspector  of  Buiklint;8  purposed  to  make  a  brief 
report  to  the  Government,  giving  some  account  of 
the  extent  and  character  of  the  improvements  on  the 
burnt  district  for  the  year  ending  next  Monday.  It 
was  suggested  that  that  report,  instead  of  being  pre- 
sented at  the  regular  meeting  of  this  Board,  should 
be  presented  at  the  informal  meeting  of  the  City 
Council, and  read  by  the  Mayor,  before  proceeding  to 
visit  the  territory. 

That  is  the  whole  story.  There  is  to  be  no  formal 
procession — no  dinner,  no  speeches.  For  the  state- 
ment that  there  was  to  be  such  an  absurd  celebra- 
tion the  newspapers  are  alone  responsible.  That  is 
the  only  source  from  which  the  community  have  re- 
ceived information  that  we  are  to  have  a  band,  or  go 
to  Parker's  or  Young's,  or  have  a  spread  on  the  Com- 
mon. It  was  proposed  to  give  the  members  of  the 
City  Government  an  opportunity  to  go  down  there 
and  see  what  has  been  done  on  this  territory  within 
the  past  twelve  months.  I  thought  it  was  proper  for  us 
to  go,  and  the  suggestion  first  came  to  me  from  many 
of  the  best  merchants  in  the  city.  Several  verbal  and 
written  communications  came  to  me  on  this  subject, 
but  not  from  members  of  this  City  Government.  For 
the  idea  that  any  great  parade  or  procession  was  con- 
templated, the  daily  press,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  is  responsible.  That  is  the  only  explana- 
tion that  I  have  to  make  in  this  matter.  Now  if  it 
is  thought  proper  to  abandon  the  whole  thing  I  shall 
not  feel  that  it  was  injudicious.  I  should  like  to 
have  the  opinion  of  other  members  of  the 
Board  in  regard  to  dismissing  it  entirely.  If  the 
public  press,  who  represent  public  sentiment, 
deem  it  unwise,  I  am  willing  to  dismiss  it 
altogether.  It  did  seem  to  me  that  we  might  meet 
here  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  after  hearing  a  brief 
statement  from  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  of  what 
has  been  done,  we  might  go  down  and  see  this  terri- 
tory that  had  been  burnt,  and  which  has  been  rebuilt 
by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  with  money  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  principally.  We  might  see  for  our- 
selves whether  or  not  if  was  well  done.  I,  for  one, 
would  n't  think  that  it  was  time  thrown  away. 

Alderman  Stebbins— When  this  matter  was  intro- 
duced, on  Tuesday,  it  struck  me  as  very  appropriate, 
but  the  public  press  have  so  magnified  the  demon- 
stration, giving  it  a  character  which  the  originator 
never  had  any  idea  of,  and  which  I  certainlv  never 
thought  of— the  having  of  flags  and  bands  of  music 
was  never  in  my  mind,  that  after  what  has  been 
said,  I  propose  to  aband(m  the  whole  thing. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  don't  propose  to  back  out 
becpuse  the  public  press  choose  to  put  in  something 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  never  thought  of.  I  say, 
let  us  carry  it  out  just  as  we  first  intended. 

Alderman  Hulbert— When  this  order  was  intro- 
duced it  did  n't  seem  to  me  to  be  inappropriate.    It 
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was  designed  to  be  an  informal  visitation  of  the  City 
Government.  I  saw  nothing  improper  in  it,  but  when 
1  read  the  papers  the  next  morning,  and  was'  told 
what  was  involved  in  it,  I  thought  perhaps  more  was 
contemplated  than  was  mentioned  in  the  order  here, 
and  that  there  was  to  be  something  eniirely  too 
elaborate.  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  should  n't  go 
into  that  procession. 

I  disapproved  of  it  in  toto.  As  the  explanation  of 
the  gentleman  is  just  the  same  as  has  been  said  in 
the  order  of  last  Tuesday,  I  think  it  is  very  proper 
to  proceed.  It  is  not  a  celeliration,  and  never  was 
intended  to  be.  If  the  newspapers  have  taken  this 
matter  in  their  hands  we  cannot  be  responsible  for 
their  mistakes.  I  understand  that  there  are  report- 
ers here  now  from  New  York  to  report  the  speeches 
which  will  be  made  on  that  occasion.  I  hope  there 
will  be  such  an  informal  occasion,  but  that  no 
speeches  will  be  made.  I  see  no  occasion  to  change 
our  action  here,  but  we  want  to  set  ourselves  right. 
The  Celebration  contemplated  by  the  newspapers 
was  simply  ridiculous 

Alderman  Quincy — I  fail  to  see  why  we  should 
change  because  the  newspapers  say  we  intended  to 
do  something  that  we  never  intended  to  ('o.  I  think 
we  had  better  carry  it  out  as  we  intended,  and  shoiv 
the  press  that  they  are  mistaken. 

Alderman  Clark— It  certainly  would  not  be  an  oc- 
casion for  glorification  or  the  celebration  of  such  an 
event  as  occurred  twelve  months  ago.  But  it  did 
sei'm  to  me  to  be  fitting  to  have  a  report  from  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings  of  what  has  been  done,  and 
then  to  go  down  there  and  see  for  ourselves  what 
hos  been  accomplished  in  twelve  months.  It  seems 
to  me  that  what  has  been  accomplished  in  this  short 
space  of  time  would  be  a  source  of  gratification. 
The  idea  was  to  meet  here  at  twelve  o'clock,  have  a 
report  from  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  and  then  go 


down  there,  without  interrupting  trade  or  blocking 
the  streets — no  fife,  no  band,  no  music  or  flags  were 
contemplated  for  the  occasion.  I  don't  know  where 
It.  comes  from,  but  I  believe  that  the  newspaper 
which  has  this  criticism  was  the  first  to  suggest  the 
display  of  flags  and  of  having  bands  of  music.  If  it 
is  carried  out  I  hope  we  shall  meet  at  twelve  on  next 
Monday  and  have  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  and  then  go  down  there  with  such  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  as  desire  so  to  do. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  City  Government  should  go  down  there,  for  I  ap- 
prehend that  very  few,  except  those  who  are  con- 
nected with  the  committees  on  streets  or  paving,  are 
familiar  with  things  in  the  burnt  district.  Those  of 
tis  who  are  on  those  committees  have  a  great  many 
things  to  consider  in  regard  to  that  district.  As  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  having  care  of 
the  streets,  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  me  to 
have  the  whole  City  Government  see  for  themselves, 
and  understand  what  is  the  best  for  the  care  of  the 
streets  during  the  coming  winter.  A  great  amount 
of  informaiion  will  be  aad  by  a  visitation  there, 
and  the  members  of  the  committees  will  be  enabled 
to  take  such  action  as  the  whole  City  Council  will 
approve. 

Alderman  Gafiield— I  cordially  approve  of  the  plan 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  I  think 
it  was  sensible,  and  hope  we  shall  carry  it  out,  and 
that  every  member  of  this  Board  and  the  other 
branch  and  the  heads  of  departments  will  go  with  us. 
I  think  we  have  reason  for  honest  pride  in  the  re- 
building of  that  district  from  its  ashes.  The  proposed 
visit  is  very  proper,  and  I  think  it  should  be  cariied 
out. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    10,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Al- 
derman Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXBCtJTiyE  APPOINTMENTS   CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal— John  McNaughton. 

Special  Police  Officers  without  pay— Alexander  Mc- 
Leod,  American  Stable,  Sudbury  street;  John  Fuller- 
ton,  Baltimore  &  Norfolk  Steamship  Company. 

JUKOBS   DRAWN. 

Thirty-two  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Court,  first  session;  also  eighteen  special  trav- 
erse jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  first  sesssion,  to 
make  appraisement  and  valiiatiou  of  the  laud  of.  Ed- 
ward Wigglesworth  and  Thomas  Wigglesworth;  also 
thirty-two  traverse  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  sec- 
ond session. 

ORDERS   OP   NOTICE. 

The  order  of   notice   on  the  petition  of   the   Ross 
Manufacturing  Company,  to  locate   steam   engine  at 
72  Dorchester  avenue,  was  considered,  and  no  objec- 
tion being  offered,  the  petition  was    referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

The  special  assignment,  being  the  hearing  of  all 
parties  interested  in  proposed  location  of  the  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Beacon  street,  from 
Gloucester  street  to  Brighton  avenue,  was   taken  up. 

Mr.  Jewell,  counsel  for  the  raih'oad,  said  he  hoped 
arrangements  had  been  made  by  which  temporary 
use  could  be  made  of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  corner  of 
Marlborough  and  Parker  streets,  for  a  short  term,  if 
the  Board  shall  see  fit  to  authorize  a  stable  to  be  kept 
there;  and  if  the  company  get  the  necessary  authori- 
ty from  the  parties  whose  lands  abut  on  Gloucester 
street,  they  would  move  their  stable  there  and  so  re- 
lieve the  Board  from  acting  on  that  question.  He 
therefore  offered  a  petition  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
stable  on  the  southerly  side  of  Marlborough  street, 
where  it  joins  Parker  street,  for  sixty  horses. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  GommUtee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
M.  Murphy,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  com- 
plete his  stable  on  Athens  street,  between  A  and  B 
streets. 

M.  T.  W.  Glynn,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable  for  one 
horse  in  rear  of  .37  Mercer  street. 

To  the  Cmnniittee  on  Common  on  the  Part  of  the 
'Board.  Metropolitan  Railroad,  to  remove  a  tree  from 
Bartlett  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Proprietors 
of  Social  Law  Library,  for  their  usual  annual  appro- 
priation of  one  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Committee  on  Assessors'"  Department.  Henry 
T.  Woods,  for  remission  of  tax  on  estate  1086  Shaw- 
mut  aven«e. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  Lee,  Jr.,  et  al., 
for  plank  walk  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  between 
Berkeley  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

Richard  Miller,  for  damages  for  change  of  grads  in 


the  laying  out  of  Bolton  street. 
To  the  Comtnitt 


ommittee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. Renter  &  Alley,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
their  premises,  exceeding  the  legal  limits. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armwnes.  Major  Austin  C. 
Wellington,  for  approval  of  armory  in  Boylston  Hall 
for  headquarters  of  First  Battalion  of  Infantry. 

Captain  Dunn  of  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  for 
reimbursement  for  rent  of  armory. 

QUARTBKLT  REPORT. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  City  Scales  in  Haymar- 
ket  square  presented  his  report  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing November  1,  1873.  Receipts,  $919  37,  of  which 
$331  08  have  been  paid  into  the  city  treasury.  Ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENT. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  submitted  an 
assessment  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  sewer  in 
Ruggles  and  Halleck  streets.  Total,  $13,185  30;  to 
individuals,  $6226  85.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

NOTICE   OF    IN.TUNCTION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  a  petition  for  an  Injunction  to  restrain  the 


union  of  the  city  of  Charlestown  with  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  of  a  hearing  thereon  on  Friday,  the  14th 
instant,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  Referred  to  the  City 
Solicitor. 

UNFINISHED   BOSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  N.  A.  Thompson  $1309  20,  for 
Columbus-avenue  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  G.  T.  Begelow  e<  al..,  trustees,  $1580, 
for  Federal-street  damages.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
contract  for  iron  water  pipes  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding $200,000,  payable  in  May,  1874.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  perma- 
nent men  in  the  Fire  Department  at  the  following 
rates:  Foremen  at  ,$3  25  per  day;  hosemen  and 
assistant  foremen  at  $3  00  per  day.    Passed. 

Order  to  revoke  any  license  for  theatres,  etc., 
where  any  immoral  performance  or  exhibitions  shall 
be  permitted.     Passed. 

Report  and  orders  to  allow  the  townof  Brooklineto 
take  water  from  the  Cochituate  water  pipes  for  a 
period  of  ten  years,  at  the  usual  rates. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  rise  to  inquire  as  to  the  mode 
of  supplying  water  to  the  town  of  Brookline— wheth- 
er it  will  be  from  the  reservoir  or  whether  the  city 
shall  lay  the  distributing  pipes,  and  thereupon  make 
charge  only  for  water  taken— whether  it  is  contem- 
plated that  the  town  of  Brookline  or  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton shall  lay  the  pipes. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  was  represented  that  the 
town  of  Brookline  would  lay  their  own  pipes,  and 
the  city  furnish  the  water  to  those  pipes  from  what 
is  known  as  the  low  service  in  the  town  of  Brook- 
line. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  order  provides  for  the 
payment  of  no  money,  and  there  is  no  proviso  that 
the  city  shall  not  furnish  any  pipes — nothing  but  wa- 
ter. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  still  think  there  should  be 
something  more  definite  in  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield,  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  subsequently  taken  up  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins,who  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  be  added  to. the  first  order: 

And  provided  further,  that  the  said  town  of  Brook- 
line shall,  at  its  own  expense,  put  in  such  service  and 
supply  pipes  as  may  be  required,  and  connect  the 
same  in  a  satisfactory  manner  with  the  pipes  already 
laid  down  by  the  city  of  Boston  within  the  limits  of 
said  town. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  Committee  on  Paving  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  an  iron  bridge  at  Dart- 
mouth street,  over  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad, 
at  a  cost  of  not  exceeding  $155,000;  and  for  a  loan 
therefor. 

Alderman  Hulbert— It  may  be  well  for  some  one 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  make  an  explanation 
of  this  ordjar.  The  bridge  that  was  erected  some  two 
years  ago  across  Dartmouth  street  is  now  found  to 
be  very  defective  and  unsafe,  great  decay  having 
taken  place  in  it.  It  is  necessary  that  immediate  re- 
pairs be  made  to  render  that  bridge  safe  for  the  pres- 
ent winter.  It,  is  plain,  also,  that  an  entirely  new 
structure  must  be  speedily  put  in  its  place.  The 
present  bridge  rests  upon  supports  between  the  railway 
tracks,  placed  there  temporarily  by  permission  of  the 
railway  company.  What  arrangements  can  be  made 
for  an  iron  bridge  we  do  not  exactly  know.  The  order 
and  the  amount  specify  the  contemplated  cost  of  a 
bridge  of  one  span,  so  that,  in  case  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary, it  is  covered.  It  was  felt  to  be  desirable  in  view 
of  the  present  state  of  the  iron  and  metal  market, 
that  the  contract  should  be  made  during  the  present 
season,  to  be  delivered  in  the  ensuing  spring,  to  erect 
the  stone  work  in  the  spring  and  have  the  iron  work 
all  ready,  so  that  the  job  could  be  completed  in  a 
speedy  manner.  It  is  supposed  that  quite  an  amount 
can  be  saved  by  making  tlie  contract  now;  but  that 
there  may  be  no  disappointment  as  to  the  cost,  the 
Engineer  has  been  lequested  to  make  an  estimate 
based  on  the  high  cost  of  iron,  but  we  hope  to  build 
the  bridge  for  a  sum  much  less  than  that  named 
in  the  order.  Should  this  order  be  passed,  we  pro- 
pose to  spend  a  reasonable  amount  to  make  the  pres- 
ent bridge  safe,  and  this  order  covers  both. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

THE  FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  special  assignment  for  half-past  four  o'clock 
being  the  confirmation  of  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
nominated  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  was  taken  up. 

Alderman  Gaffield  moved  that  the  vote  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  was  the  case  in  the  confirmation  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  that  each  candidate  be 
voted  for  separately. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  chairman  an- 
nounced the  question  to  be  on  the  question  of  con- 
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firming  the  nomination  of  A.  P.  Rockwell  to  hold 
office  till  the  l8t  of  May,  1876. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  wish  to  delay  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  fire  commissioners,  but  from  the 
amount  of  infiuence  that  has  been  brought  to  bear  to 
have  the  management  of  the  Fire  Department  put  in- 
to the  hands  of  a  commission  it  is  very  evident  that 
the  public  thought  this  matter  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  agree  that  it  is  of  the 
very  greatest  importance  to  the  city;  that  we  should, 
if  we  are  to  have  a  commission,  have  the  very  best 
men  who  can  be  found  to  fill  those  positions.  Now, 
sir,  when  those  nominations  were  first  handed  in  I 
was  not  present,  on  account  of  a  misapprehension  as 
to  the  hour  at  which  the  special  meeting  of  the  Board 
was  to  be  held;  if  I  had  been  I  should  have  asked  for 
what  I  propose  to  ask  for  now— some  information  in 
regard  to  the  gen*lemen  nominated  and  their  qualifi- 
cations for  the  office.  I  don't  think  it  is  any  credit 
to  this  Board  simply  because  the  public  demand 
the  appointment  of  a  commission,  and  are  in  a  hurry 
for  it,  to  confirm  the  nomination  of  gentlemen  of 
whom  they  know  nothing,  whom  they  have  not  seen. 
I  think  we  should  at  least  have  an  introduction  to 
them,  and  see  what  sort  of  men  we  are  going  to  have 
in  this  office.  If  I  had  been  in  the  Board  last  Friday, 
I  would  have  made  some  proposition  so  that  we 
could  have  seen  the  gentlemen  whom  we  are  to  vote 
for  for  fire  commissioners.  If  we  are  to  vote  today 
I  shall  vote  against  them,  for  I  cannot  vote  for  men 
whom  I  have  not  seen  and  of  whom  I  know  very 
little.  What  I  have  heard  about  them  is  very  credit- 
able, but  it  is  not  very  creditable  to  confirm  gentle- 
men whom  we  have  never  seen,  and  I  think  the  most 
of  this  Board  are  precisely  in  this  predicament. 

Alderman  Hulbert— The  time  was  pretty  short  in 
which  we  were  given  to  make  the  proper  investiga- 
tions, in  order  to  act  today  in  reference  to  this  com- 
mission, but  knowing  that  fact  I  availed  myself  of  all 
the  opportunity  I  had  to  make  inquiries,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  act  today. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  that  when  this  Board  ad- 
journ, it  be  to  Thursday  next  at  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  that  this  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  con- 
sideration at  that  time.  This  will  not  delay  the  mat- 
ter at  all.  The  commissioners  will  have  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  Council  also,  which  meets  on  Thursday 
evening. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  generally  in  favor,  sir,  of 
as  prompt  action  as  any  one;  but  it  is  true  it  will  not 
deter  the  matter  at  all  by  specially  assigning  it  for 
the  meeting  on  Thursday.  I  have  made  what  inquiry 
I  have  been  able  to.  but  I  confess  I  have  not  had  all 
the  light  that  I  could  wish,  and  I  am  not  quite  so 
ready  to  vote  yea  or  nay  as  I  would  be  on  Thursday. 
For  this  reason  I  hope  the  motion  to  specially  assign 
for  Thursday  next  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Gibson — The  gentlemen  should  have 
ample  time  to  look  into  the  matter.  No  injury  will 
be  done  by  the  delay.  The  present  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  are  as  competent  to 
carry  on  the  department  as  any  one  else,  and  the  city 
can  BufEer  no  loss. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  have  voted  against  a  com- 
mission, but  it  has  been  said  that  the  public  want  a 
commission,  and  want  it  immediately.  Now,  sir, 
the  commissioners  have  been  nominated  by  the 
Mayor.  We  have  had  three  or  four  days  to  make 
inquiries.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  gentlemen  could 
have  found  out  all  that  is  to  be  found  out.  If  there 
is  such  a  public  demand,  we  ought  to  vote  on  these 
nominations  today.  If  gentlemen  think  they  can- 
not vote  for  confirmation,  they  ought  to  vote  against 
it.  If  gentlemen  had  detired  to  inform  themselves 
of  the  nominees  for  fire  commissioners,  it  appears 
to  me  they  could  have  done  so.  I  hope  the  question 
will  be  acted  upon  today. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  16  to  the  tact  that  two  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  have  been  almost 
constantly  engaged  at  the  City  Hall  since  last  Friday, 
recounting  the  election  returns.  I  speak  for  myself 
as  well  as  for  them,  for  I  have  not  had  time  to  make 
sufficient  inquiries. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  would  be  glad  to  give  the 

fentlemen   all   the  opportunity  they  desire,   and    I 
ope  the  subject  will  be  laid  over. 
Alderman   Gaffield— I  am   satisfied  that  the  more 
inquiries  the  gentlemen  make  the  more  they  will  be 
willing  to  vote  for  confirmation,  and  I  therefore  favor 
a  postponement. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  the  subject  for  con- 
sideration at  a  special  meeting  on  Thursday  next  was 
carried. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  referred  in  concurrence. 
Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  November  4,  1873,  (City 
document  No.  122).    Placed  on  file. 


The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Order  requesting  Water  Board  to  report  on  con- 
dition of  water  of  Farm  Pond.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  new  desks  and  platforms  to  be 
provided  for  Common  Council  chamber,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $2000.     Passed. 

Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  Edward 
Gallagher  for  leave  t(>  erect  a  wooden  building  at  632 
Harrison  avenue.     Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  permit  M.  Drlnan  &  Co.  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  at  93  Shirley  street.     Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  permit  Hersey  Brothers  to  erect 
an  addition  to  their  building  on  Second  and  E  streets. 
Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  permit  James  Frame  to  erect 
an  addition  to  his  building  on  White  and  Putnam 
streets.    Passed 

Order  for  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  pre- 
pare plans  for  streets  on  territory  bounded  by  Hamp- 
den, Magazine  and  Swett  streets  and  Norfolk  avenue. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

Orders  for  a  primary  school  on  Beacon  and  Parker 
streets,  and  for  temporary  primary  accommodations 
in  the  Lewis  District.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Suffolk-street  District  to 
report  if  any  additional  legislative  action  is  necessa- 
sary  to  effect  the  improvement  of  the  Swett-street 
district.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to  con- 
sider and  report  if  the  Girls'  High  School  has  ever 
received  a  legal  establishment  by  the  City  Council. 
Passed. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to 
submit  their  report  in  print  was  laid  on  the  table  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  who,  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion from  Alderman  Stebbins,  stated  that  it  did  not 
emanate  from  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
The  committee,  he  said,  desired  to  learn  the  object 
of  the  order,  that  they  might  know  what  position  to 
take  upon  it. 

THE  ELECTION   RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  following,  which 
was  read  by  the  City  Clerk: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards,  on  the  4th  Inst., 
for  State  and  county  officers,  and  who  were  granted 
further  time  In  which  to  report  on  the  election  of 
Senators,;Representatives, Register  of  Probate  and  In- 
solvency, and  Register  of  Deeds,  have  attended  to  that 
duty  and  report  that  they  have  examined  said  re- 
turns and,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  this 
Board,  have  also  counted  the  original  ballots  cast  in 
Wards  2,  S,  8,  13,  for  a  Register  of  Probate,  etc.,  in 
Wards  2,  3,  o,  7,  12  for  Senators,  and  in  Wards  5,  13, 
14,  15  for  Representatives;  and  the  results  are  cor- 
rectly recorded  in  the  book  kept  for  that  purpose, 
from  which  it  appears  that  Thomas  F.  Teniple  has 
been  duly  chosen  a  Register  of  Deeds  for  this  county; 
and  that  the  following-named  persons  have  been 
chosen  Representatives  to  the  next  Legislature  from 
their  several  districts,  viz. : 

District  No.  1— Andrew  M.  Morton,  Nathaniel 
Seaver  and  Daniel  J.  Sweeney. 

District  No.  2— Timothy  J.  Dacey,  Patrick  Collins 
and  Dennis  Bonner. 

Distiict  No.  :3— George  P.  Kingsley,  Michael  F. 
Wells  and  John  Tewksbury. 

District  No.  4— Charles  Hall,  George  G.  Crocker 
and  Alfred  A.  Clatur. 

District  No.  o — Edward  B.  Rankin,  George  A.  Shaw 
and  Francis  M.  Hughes. 

District  No.  6— William  E.  Perkins,  Frederic  W. 
Lincoln,  Charles  R.  Codman. 

District  No.  7— Thoiras  P.  Fitzgerald,  Patrick 
Barry,  John  E.  Fitzgerald. 

District  No.  8— Benjamin  Heath,  Lucius  W.  Knight 
and  Henry  P.  Shattuck. 

District  No.  9— Moses  Kimball,  William  Frost. 

District  No.  10— John  J.  McNutt,  Lyman  Mason. 

District  No.  11— John  Bigelow,  Richard  H.  Stearns 
and  Edward  J.  Jones. 

District  No.  12— Richard  Pope,  Henry  W.  Wilson. 

Norfolk  District  No.  4— Austin  H.  Connell. 

Norfolk  District  No.  :3— Brownell  Granger,  Albert 
Palmer  and  George  Bartholmesz. 

Norfolk  District  No.  ."5- Albee  C.  Clark,  Richardson 
Hutchinson. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
be  directed  to  notify  the  Register  of  Deeds  and  the 
foregoing  Representatives  of  their  election,  and  that 
certificates  of  the  votes  of  this  city  for  Senators  and 
Register  of  Probate,  etc.,  be  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  committee  appeiid  to  this  report  a  schedule  ex- 
hibiting the  results  of  their  investigations  and  the 
great  discrepancies  between  the  official  returns  and 
this  committee's  recount  of  the  same  ballots. 
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The  committee  feel  that  they  C:iiinot  condemn  in 
too  severe  terms  the  care.essness  or  the  incapacity  of 
the  oflHcers  of  some  of  the  wards  of  this  city. 

The  offices  of  Warden,  Inspectors  and  Clerk,  un- 
derlying, as  they  do,  the  very  foundations  of  our 
civic  government,  are  too  important  to  be  filled  by 
persons  of  inferior  ability. 

For  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  exhibited 
more  or  less  evidence  of  carelessness,  ignorance  or 
fraud  in  tne  conduct  of  elections  and  the  computation 
and  eertiflcates  of  results,  and  either  this  Board 
or  the  Common  Council  has  been  annually  called 
upon  to  perform  the  diitips  of  ward  officers  and  to 
review  and  correct  the  work  which  should  have  been 
properly  performed  at  the  polls. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  if  the  citizens  of 
the  several  wards  have  not  sufficient  pride  or  inter- 
est to  secure  their  right  by  the  election  of  suitable 
and  competent  persons  lor  ward  officers,  then  the 
time  has  arrived  for  the  adoption  of  some  other  mode 
for  their  selection. 

The  committee,  therefore,  hope  that  at  the  ensu- 
ing municipal  election  ward  officers  will  be  chosen  in 
the  several  wards,  who  will  be  a  credit  to  the  city, 
and  who  will  not  by  carelessness  or  incapacity  con- 
vert a  sacred  privilege  into  a  perfect  farce. 

In  the  box  returned  to  the  0;ity  Clerk  from  Ward  5 
there  were  found  two  packages  of  ballots  folded  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  they  were 
fraudulently  deposited  at  the  polls.  According  to  the 
sworn  statement  of  the  Warden  two  only  of  these 
ballots  were  counted  by  l.im:  none  of  them  were 
counted  by  your  committee. 

These  packages  contained  the  names  of  the  follow- 
ing persons  for  the  offices  which  your  committee 
were  authorized  to  recount,  viz. : 

First  package  of  twelve  ballots — For  Senator,  F.W. 
Jacobs  10,  A.  J.  Kobinson  2.  For  Representatives, 
Horace  L.  Bowker  11,  Eobert  McCue  2,  George  A. 
Shaw,  Roger  H.  Scannell  and  Edward  B.  Rankin,  one 
each. 

Second  package  of  sixty  ballots— For  Senator,  F. 
W.  Jacobs  46,  A.  J.  Robinson  13.  For  Representa- 
tives, Francis  M.  Hughes  3(i,  Roger. H.  Scannell  21, 
E.  B.  Rankin  20,  Horace  L.  Bowker  19,  Robert  Mc- 
Cue 2,  and  George  A.  Shaw,  N.  B.  ShurtlefE.  George 
G.  Crocker  and  William  E.  Bicknell,  one  each. 

These  packages  were  of  such  a  size  that  they  could 
not  have  escaped  the  eye  of  a  ward  officer  who  was 
vigilant  and  correct  in  the  performance  of  a  duty 
which  he  had  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  perforin.  Such 
fraudulent  attempts  to  defeat  the  real  choice  of  the 
citizens  have  become  so  alarmingly  frequent  as  to 
justify  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature  for  seme  law 
which  will  better  secure  the  purity  of  the  ballot  at 
the  polls  of  large  cities. 

As  a  further  indication  of  irregularities  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  recent  election  in  this  ward,  the  commit- 
tee report  that  while  the  whole  number  of  ballots 
returned  in  the  sealed  box  was  7()3.  There  are  only 
685  names  checked  upon  the  list  by  the  inspectors, 
tending  to  show  that  more  ballots  have  been  returned 
as  deposited  than  passed  through  the  ballot  box. 

In  view  of  all  the  irregularities  in  this  ward,  the 
committee  feel  that  the  Legislature  would  be  justi- 
fied in  ordering  a  new  election  in  that  ward. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  Board  requests 
for  the  recount  of  ballots  cast  in  Ward  3 
for  Representatives,  and  in  Ward  6  for  Senator, 
have  been  received  by  your  committee,  who  have 
accordinglySexamined  said  ballots  in  both  cases, 
and  have  recorded  the  results  in  the  accompanying 
schedule  and  in  the  City  Clerk's  records. 

The  returns  of  votes  for  Register  of  Deeds  have 
also  been  received  from  the  city  of  Chelsea  and  the 
town  of  Revere. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
S.  B.  Stbbbins,  1 
S.  M.  QuiNCY,    V  Committee. 
James  Power,   ) 

WAKD  TWO. 

Official,  Recount.  Gain.  Loss. 

Register  of  Probate  etc.— 

Patrick  R.  Gulney %"&  1,202  346 

William  S.  King 173  209  36 

All  others 2  2           .. 

Senator- 
Thomas  L.  Jenks 830  819  ..           11 

Francis  B.  Hayes 437  568  131 

Hayes 1  1 

All  others 4  4.. 

WARD  THBEK. 

Register  of  Probate,  etc.— 

Patrick  R.  Guiney 661  667  6 

William  S.  King 300  353  53 

King 3  3           .. 

All  others 2  2 

Senator- 
Thomas  L.  Jenks 568  591  23 

Francis  B.  Hayes 355  400  45 


Senator  (Coiitinued)- 
Hayes  . 


Official.     Recount.    Gain.;  Loss. 


All  others 2 

Representatives- 
John  Tewksbury 412 

M.  F.Wells 473 

G.  P.  Kingslev 527 

Thomas  J.  Anderson 466 

John  Bigelow 308 

William  H.  Cook 377 

James  E.  Bigelow 7 

A.  R.  Holden,  Jr 20 

J.  W.  O'Sullivan 9 

All  others 29 

WAKD    FIVE. 

Senator- 
Francis  W.  Jacobs 477 

Alphonso  J.  Robinson. .  .277 

Jacobs 

J.  H.  Mahan 

Representatives- 
George  A.  Shaw 366 

Edward  B.  Rankin 367 

Francis  M.  Hughes 289 

Roger  H.  Scannell 304 

Horace  L.  Bowker 300 

Robert  MeCue 149 

Roger  H.  Scanlau 

George  S.  Bartlett 161 

. Bowker 

All  others 5 

WAKD  SIX. 

Senator- 
Francis  B.  Hayes 702 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 243 

N.  P.  Banks 1 

Thomas  F.  B.  Hayes 

WABD  SEVEN. 

Senator- 
Hugh  J.  Toland ..779 

Wm.  W.  Doherty 413 

All  others 1 

WAKD  BIGHT. 

Register  of  Probat",  etc.— 

Patrick  E.  Guim  y 455 

Williams.  King 149 

Allothers 2 

WARD  TWELVE. 

Senator— 

Hugti  J.  Toland 517 

William  W.  Douerty 743 

A.J.  Neiley 105 

All  others 4 

WARD  THIRTEEN. 

Register  of  Probate- 
Patrick  R.  Guiney 419 

William  S.  King 187 

All  others 

Renresentatives- 

Austin  H.  Connell 332 

Henry  B.  Cliamberlin 181 

Benjamin   Franklin 95 

N.Porter  Cleaves 11 

All   others 1 

WARD  FOURTEEN. 

Representatives— 

Browuell  Granger 906 

Albert  Palmer 877 

George  Bartholmesz 775 

G.  F.  Burkhardt 308 

John  Kolley 257 

Hugh  O'Brien 249 

Joseph  H.  Shead 3 

Henry  Putnam 3 

All  others 2 

WARD  FIFTEEN 

Representatives— 

Browaell  Granger 635 

Albert  Palmer 575 

George  Bartholmesz 371,    ■  379  [8 

G.  F.  Burkhardt 748  745  ..  3 

John  Kelley 567  568  1 

PI  ugh  O'Brien 508  504  ..  4 

Allothers U  11 

The  report  was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

ELECTION  OF  OVERSEER  OF  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
election  of  Isaac  P.  Campbell  as  a  member  of  said 
board,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Thomas  Blasland. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot,  and  Isaac  F.  Campbell  was  unanimously 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  chairman  read  a  report  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  for  an  additional  appropriation,  recommend- 
ing the  granting  of  the  request,  and  reporting  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Sewers,  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000). 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  favorably  on  the  petition  of  Michael  Ryan, 
George  W.  Wadsworth,  and  John  Morgan,  for  leave 
to  occupy  wooden  stables.     Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  rebuild  the  draw  and  fonndations  of 
Broadway  Bridge,  over  Fort  Point  Channel,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $114,000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  $114,000,  to  be  applied  to  re- 
building the  draw  and  foundations  of  Broadway 
Bridge. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session,  for 
an  extension  of  the  time  within  which  the  city  was 
authorized  by  chapter  225  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1871,  to  take  and  hold  land  and  other  property  for  a 
landing  for  the  East  Boston  ferry-boats. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  expend  an  additional  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding $1800,  in. repairing  Dover-street  Bridge;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  favorably  on  the  applications  of 
James  Ryan,  201  South  street;  Wendell  E.  Baker,  137 
Tremont  street;  Stephen  Wilson.  36  Phillips  street; 
John  Ryan,  1455  Washington  street;  Cram  &  Fogarty, 
2  Providence  street;  Meinrod  Roltler,  20  Pynchon 
street,  for  victualler's  license;  and  unfavorably  on 
the  application  of  A.  B.  Xander,  22  Grolon  street, 
for  innholder's  license.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported favorably  on  the  applications  of  E.  Elwell  and 
four  others,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  T.  Ed- 
ward Johnson,  for  wagon  stand  at  corner  Warren 
and  Dudley  streets;  B.  P.  Hutchins,  Thomas  Murray 
and  Cornelius  Linnehan,  for  hack  stands;  Forrest 
Dramatic  Club,  to  give  an  exhibition  at  Mattapan 
Hall.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  application  of  George  F. 
Pratt  for  hack  stand.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  the  Conti- 
nental Sugar  Refinery,  Henry  A.  Wilder  and  others, 
submitted  reports  severally  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Conti- 
nental Sugar  Refinery  to  lay  gas,  water  and  steam 
pipes  under  and  across  First  street,  near  Granite 
street,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  first 
give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  satisfactory 
to  the  City  Solicitor,  holding  the  city  harmless 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  ex- 
penses for,  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out 
of  the  laying  down  and  maintaining  of  said  pipes  un- 
der said  street;  also  upon  condition  that  said  com- 
pany sliall  remove  said  pipes  when  ordered  so  to  do 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  place  the  street  in  as 
good  condition  as  it  was  in  before  said  pipes  were 
laid. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
John  Souther  to  remove  within  thirty  days  the  fence 
erected  by  him  across  A  street,  at  Richards  street; 
also  to  remove  all  obstructions  extending  beyond  the 
line  of  said  A  street,  northeasterly  of  Richards  street. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
Daniel  Goodnow  to  remove  within  ten  days  the  bay 
window  recently  erected  in  front  of  his  estate  on 
Brookline  street,  projecting  over  the  line  of  said 
street. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That   the  time   allowed   to   the  Rowe's 
Wharf  Corporation  in  which  to  remove  obstructions 
from  Broad  street  and  Atlantic  avenue  be  and   the 
same  is  hereby  extended  to  April  1,  1874. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  E.  B 
Bridgeman,  to  maintain  a  sign  across  Washington 
street  and  Cornhill;  and  no  action  necessary  on  that 
of  Francis  Richards  e<  a^.,  that  obstructions  be  re- 
moved from  the  archway  on  Chapman  place.  Sev- 
eally  accepted. 

Alderman    Power,  from   the  Committee  on   SI  cam 
Engines,  reported    in    favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tion of  Boston  News  Company  to  use  steam    engine 
at  142  Washington  street.     Accepted. 
Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 


to  whom  were  referred  the  assessments  for  the  con- 
struction of  sewers  in  First  street  and  in  Stoughton 
street.  Brook  and  North  avenues  and  Cottage  street, 
reported  that  they  are  correct  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  orders  for  the  collection  of  the  same.  The 
orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  from  tbejCommittee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  fol- 
lows: New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
$15,400,  for  land  taken  from  the  heirs  of  John  Fleet, 
in  widening  Congress  street;  Mary  P.  Goddard,  $17,- 
790,  Milk-street  widening;  heirs  of  James  W.  Fenno, 
$6000,  Congress-street  widening;  Edmund  Dwight, 
William  Minot  and  J.  Elliot  Cabot,  trustees,  $12,()00, 
for  land  taken  from  William  Dwight  and  others,  trus- 
tees, in  Milk-street  widening;  Edmund  Dwight,  Wil- 
liam Minot  and  J.  Elliot  Cabot,  $9400,  in  extension  of 
Arch  to  Milk  street;  Ann  J.  Phillips,  $1443  25,  widen- 
ing of  Cottage  street;  James  Parker,  $15,281  26,  on 
account  of  widening  of  Washington  street;  Mary  T. 
Goddard,  $35,641,  widening  of  Hawley  street.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  submitted  a  report,  representing 
that  during  the  fire  of  May  30  last  the  self-acting 
chemical  engine  belonging  to  the  department  was 
badly  damaged  by  the  sudden  falling  of  a  wall.  To 
make  good  the  loss  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  a 
telegraphic  despatch  was  sent  to  Baltimore,  ordering 
one  of  Holloway's  chemical  engines.  Before  the 
order  was  filled  the  great  fire  in  that  city  destroyed 
the  factory.  Recently  the  committee  have  received 
notice  that  the  engine  would  soon  be  ready  for  deliv- 
ery. In  the  meantime  the  original  machine  has  '.ieen 
repaired  and  put  into  service,  but  it  is  desirable  that 
there  should  be  two  of  these  engines  connected  with 
the  department:  one  to  be  located  in  the  business 
portion  of  the  city,  and  one  at  the  South  End.  The 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment be  authorized  to  purchase  one  of  Holloway's 
self  acting  chemical  engines,  provided  it  is  construct- 
ed in  accordance  with  the  specifications,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  lo  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Clark— The  facts  are  plainly  stated  in 
the  report.  This  other  extinguisher  was  ordered 
immediately  after  the  fire,  after  we  supposed  that  the 
Babcook  had  been  totally  destroyed  in  the  fire  of 
May  30.  It  was  nearly  completed,  but  was  consumed 
in  the  great  fire  at  Baltimore.  The  order  appropriat- 
ing the  money  therefor  has  never  been  passed,  but 
we  felt  that  this  extinguisher  had  been  contracted 
for  and  it  would  be  right  to  take  it,  inasmuch  as  it 
will  be  needed. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  taking  the  estate  of  Beals,  Greene  & 
Co..  on  Water  street,  on  account  of  the  widening  of 
Water  street,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following,  and  on  his 
motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets: 

Ordered,  That  the  settlement  with  William  Gray, 
for  land  taken  from  his  estate  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners' order  of  June  ;^0,  1873,  for  the  extension  of 
West  Chester  Park  to  Beacon  street,  for  $15,0;35  10, 
as  expressed  in  the  order  to  pay  him  that  sum  passed 
in  the  Boa"d  of  Aldermen  the  4th  inst.,  the  city 
assume  the  payment  of  anv  and  all  betterment  that 
may  hereafter  be  assessed  for  the  extension  of  West 
Chester  Park  upon  other  land  of  the  said  Gray,  abut- 
ting on  that  street,  or  in  any  way  benefited  by  the 
extension  aforesaid. 

HAYES'S   STABLE. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  would  like  to  make  a  contribution 
to  the  literature  in  the  Martin  Hayes  stable  case.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  the  opinion  read  from  the  City 
Solicitor  at  the  last  meeting  was  rather  calculated  to 
confuse  Mr.  Hayes  and  the  members  of  this  Board.  I 
therefore  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Cily  Solicitor, 
which  I  would  like  to  submit  to  the  Board. 

City  Hall,  Nov.  7,  1873. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Healij,  City  Solicitor  :  Dear  Sir:— Will 
you  kindly  inform  me  whether  the  following  infer- 
ences, which  I  draw  from  your  communication  to  Al- 
derman Stebbins  in  relation  to  the  licensing  of  Martin 
Hayes's  stable,  are  in  your  opinion  warranted? 

1.  That  the  vote  taken  to  revoke  said  license  was 
either  illegal  or  inoperative,  and  therefore  properly 
reconsidered  inasmuch  as  if  said  license  was  then  in 
force;  the  Board  had  no  power  to  revoke  it,  and  if 
not  in  force  no  occasion  to  do  so. 
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2.  That  if  said  building  was  not  demolished  or  de^ 
BtroYed,  thereby  putting  an  end  to  the  use  licensed, 
but  simply  damaged,  the  owner's  right  to  repair  the 
same,  subject  to  building  regulations,  is  unques- 
tioned. 

If  you  can  favor  me  with  a  reply  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board,  you  will  much  oblige, 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  m.  quincy. 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  ( 
Nov.  8,  1873.         ) 
Dear  Sir— The  foregoing  propositions  accord  with 
my  opinion  of  the  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Hkalt. 
Mr.  Alderman  Quincy. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  move,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
communication  be  placed  on  file  with  the  other 
papers  in  the  case. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Stebbins  said— I  desire, 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
privilege  to  state  just  this  point.  The  opinion  of 
Mr.  Healy,  just  given  by  the  Alderman,  does  not 
conflict  with  the  one  read  to  the  Board  last  week. 
The  petition  is  to  repair  his  stable  and  rebuild  it. 
The  committee  reported  that  he  should  have  permis- 
sion to  rebuild  with  brick,  and  the  permit  has  been 
80  made  out. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  is  simply  a  question  of  fact, 
whether  the  stable  was  destroyed  or  not.  My  posi- 
tion was  that  if  part  of  it  was  destroyed  it  could  be 
rebuilt,  whether  with  brick  or  not.  If  the  fire  put 
an  end  to  the  stable  it  cannot  be  repaired,  but  if  only 
a  part  was  destroyed,  whether  it  is  to  be  repaired  or 
rebuilt  with  brick  is  a  mere  use  of  words.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  was  so  destroyed  that  it  cannot  be 
used  for  a  stable.  The  use  of  the  words  rebuilt  or 
repaired  cannot  possibly  affect  the  ose. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Mr.  Hayes  holds  a  license 
from  this  Board  to  rebuild  a  stable  partially  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The  Committee  on  Health  have  re- 
ported an  order  allowing  him  to  rebuild  with  brick. 
The  City  Solicitor  says  if  he  rebuild  he  must  take  out 
a  new  license. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  understand  Mr.  Healy  says 
you  cannot  rebuild  a  destroyed  building  without  a 
new  license,  but  you  can  rebuild  a  damaged  one. 

Alderman  Say  ward— The  statement  of  the  alderman 
on  my  left  is  precisely  what  I  stated  last  Monday 
week.  He  can  repair  or  rebuild  the  building,  and 
that  without  changing  its  external  appear.nnce.  It  is 
a  new  building  that  he  has  given  an  opinion  on. 
This  is  to  repair  an  old  building,  and  that  is  what  we 
have  given  permission  to  do. 

Alderman  Stebbins  read  the  following  extract 
from  the  opinion  ef  the  city  solicitor  presented  by 
him:  "Mr.  Hayes  cannot  legally  erect  another  stable 
under  the  license  formerly  granted  to  him.  The  re- 
cent action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  according  to 
the  official  report  of  their  proceedings,  does  not 
amount  to  a  renewed  license,  and  further  action,  as 
full  as  though  no  former  license  had  been  given,  is 
requisite  to  authorize  the  rebuilding  of  his  stable." 

Alderman  Sayward — There  is  one  word  more.  The 
building  has  been  occupied  as  a  stable  ever  since  it 
was  burnt,  and  consequently  he  has  a  right  to  repair 
it. 

CONDITIOH  OF  THE  FIRE  BBPARTMENT. 

Aldermaii  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  submitted  the  following  report. 

In  view  of  the  change  in  the  management  of  the 
Fire  Department,  as  provided  in  the  ordinance  ap- 
proved Oct.  24,  1873,  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
of  the  City  Council,  which  has  had  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  department  from  the  16th  of  January 
last,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  giving 
some  account  of  the  organization  of  the  old  depart- 
ment and  a  statement  of  its  present  condition: 

As  early  as  1711  the  General  Court  provided  for  the 
appointment  in  this  city  of  officers  known  as  fire 
wardens,  with  powers  and  duties  similar  to  those 
now  exercised  by  the  engineers.  The  preamble  to 
the  act  then  passed  recites  that 

"Whereas,  By  reason  o*"  the  contiguity  and  adjoin- 
ing of  the  houses  and  dwellings  within  the  town  of 
Boston,  persons  are  under  great  afllrightment  and 
hurry  upon  the  breaking  out  of  fire,  and  not  only  the 
person  in  whose  house  the  fire  first  breaks  out,  but 
the  neighborhood,  ar-e  concerned  to  employ  their  ut- 
most diligence  and  application  to  extinguish  the  fire 
and  prevent  the  progress  thereof,  and  to  preserve 
their  substance  by  the  removal  of  their  goods,  being 
glad  of  the  assistance  of  others  in  that  regard,  and 
divers  evil-minded  and  wicked  persons,  on  pretence 
of  charitably  offering  their  help,  taking  advantage  of 
such  confusion   and  calamities  to  rob,  plunder,  em- 


bezzle, convey  away  and  conceal  the  goods  and  ef- 
fects of  their  distressed  neighbors. 

For  preventing  whereof, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor.  Council  and  representatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  justices 
of  the  peace  and  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston, 
from  time  to  time,  to  appoint  such  number  of  pru- 
dent persons  of  known  fidelity,  not  exceeding  ten,  in 
the  several  parts  of  the  town,  as  they  may  think  tit, 
who  shall  be  denominated  and  called  fire  wards,  and 
have  a  Di'oper  badge  assigned  to  distinguish  them  in 
their  oftice,  viz..  a  staff  of  five  feet  in  length,  colored 
red,  and  headed  with  a  bright  brass  spire  of  six 
inches  long,  and  at  times  of  the  breaking  forth  of 
fire,  and  during  the  continuance  thereof,  shall,  and 
hereby  are  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to,  com- 
mand and  require  assistance  for  the  extinguish- 
ing and  putting  out  the  fire,  and  for  re- 
moving of  household  stuff  and  furniture, 
goods  and  merchandizes  out  of  any  dwelling 
houses,  storehouses,  or  other  buildings  actually 
on  fire,  or  in  danger  thereof,  and  guards  to  secure 
and  take  care  of  the  same,  as  also  to  require  assist- 
ance for  the  pulling  down  or  blowing  up  of  any 
houses,  or  any  other  service  relating  thereto,  by  the 
direction  of  two  or  three  of  the  chief  civil  or  mili- 
tary officers  of  the  town,  as  is  by  law  provided,  to 
stop  and  prevent  the  further  spreading  of  the  fire, 
and  to  suppress  all  tumults  and  disorder." 

The  first  city  charter,  which  went  into  operation 
on  the  first  of  May,  1822,  provided  that  the  citizens 
at  their  respective  ward  meetings  should  elect,  by 
ballot,  a  number  of  persons  to  be  determined  by 
the  City  Council,  but  not  less  than  three  in 
each  ward,  to  be  fire  wards  for  the  city,  with  all 
the  powers  and  subject  to  all  ihe  duties  then 
by  UiW  appertaining  to  the  fire  wards  of  the  town. 
The  condition  of  the  department  at  that  time  is 
thus  described  by  Mayor  Quincy:  "Its  efficiency 
chiefly  depended  upon  the  aid  of  the  inhabitants, 
applied  under  the  authority  of  the  fire  wards.  They 
formed  lanes  of  bystanders,  who,  by  their  direction, 
passed  buckets  of  water,  from  pumps  or  wells  in  the 
vicinity  to  the  engines  playing  on  the  fire,  and  re- 
turned them  for  further  supply." 

This  system  of  protection  had  its  origin  in  the  re- 
lations of  the  colonial  state,  when  the  inhabitants 
were  few,  habituated  to  labor,  and  respect  for  the 
rights  of  property  was  general.  Dwelling  houses 
being  then  separated  by  gardens  or  vacant  fields,  ex- 
tensive conflagrations  were  infrequent;  yet,  being  of 
wood,  and  the  means  of  insurance  unattainable,  thair 
occasional  loss  kept  aliye  the  feeling  of  sympathy 
in  the  community.  The  duty  of  joining  some  fire 
company  and  assisting  at  every  fire  was,  therefore, 
regarded  as  imperious. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, Boston  was  in  a  transition  state,  and  fast  ad- 
vancing to  that  period,  when,  by  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation, ties  of  individual  interest  were  diminished. 
The  establishment  of  insurance  offices  had,  in  most 
cases,  transferred  the  loss  upon  capitalists,  and  pov- 
erty and  crime,  multiplying  with  numbers,  began  to 
regard  fires  as  harvests,  from  the  gleaning  of  which 
they  had  not  principle  enough  to  abstain. 

Although  this  state  of  things  was  obvious,  and  its 
eft"ects  began  to  be  felt,  yet  it  was  long  before 
the  duty  of  aiding  the  sufferers  caused  the  necessity 
of  imposing  restraint  'on  the  general  interference 
of  the  citizens  at  fires  to  be  recognized.  This  re- 
luctance to  acknowledge  the  effect  of  circumstances 
on  the  then  existing  system  of  protection,  was  pecul- 
iarly strong  among  the  engine  companies,  in  whom 
the  esprit  du  corps  was  active  and  general.  From  the 
earliest  period  of  the  settlement,  the  members  of 
those  companies  had  been  accustomed  to  regard 
themselves' as  the  guardians  of  the  city  against  this 
element,  and  took  a  pride  in  the  consciousness  of 
their  power.  They  were  a  body  of  men  energetic 
and  fearless.  So  far  from  regarding  their  labors  as 
onerous,  and  looking  for  their  reward  in  pecuniary 
compensation,  a  premium  was  often  paid  for  admis- 
sion into  the  companies,  and  they  deemed  themselves 
recompensed  by  a  small  allowance  from  the  town, 
sufficient  for  an  annual  social  supper,  by  exemption 
from  militia  duties,  and  the  consciousness  of  useful 
and  acceptable  services  to  their  fellow-townsmen. 
Their  engines,  found  and  supported  by  the  town, 
were  without  ornament,  and  valued  only  for  their 
power.  To  be  first,  nearest  and  most  conspicuous  at 
fires  was  the  ambition  of  the  enginemen;  and  the  use 
of  hose,  as  it  had  a  tendency  to  deprive  them  of  this 
gratification,  was  opposed." 

In  1823  several  companies  petitioned  for  additional 
compensation  for  their  services.  It  was  refused.  In 
one  day  all  the  engines  in  the-  city  were  surrendered 
by  their  respective  companies;  and  on  the  same  day 
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every  engine  was  supplied  witli  a  new  company  by 
the  voluntary  association  of  public-spirited  Individ, 
uals. 

Authority  was  soon  after  obtained  from  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  reorganization  of  the  department,  so  as 
to  make  it  Independent  of  the  aid  of  citizens  m  case 
of  fire.  The  new  organization  went  into  efEect  on 
the  29th  of  April— the  form  then  established  having 
continued  without  any  substantial  cbange  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  The  department  at  that 
time  contained  320  men,  16  hand  engines  and  only 
eight  hundred  feet  of  hose.  In  1837  the  ordinance 
establishing  the  Fire  Department  was  revised,  and 
under  its  provisions  the  chief-engineer  submitted  his 
first  annual  report  in  1838.  The  department  con- 
tained at  that  time  13  engineers,  595  members,  14 
hand  engines,  8240  feet  of  leading  hose,  18  hose  car- 
riages and  one  hook  and  ladder  carriage. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1860,  the  manual  engines 
were  entirely  dispensed  with  and  steam  engines  (with 
hose  tenders  attached)  and  separate  horse  hose  car- 
riages substituted  in  their  place.  The  apparatus  of 
the  department  consisted  of  nine  steam  engines,  with 
hose  tenders,  nine  separate  horse  hose  carriages  and 
three  hook  and  ladder  carriages.  The  members,  in- 
cluding the  engineers,  numbered  236  men. 

The  condition  of  the  department  at  the  time  the 
great  fire  occurred,  last  year,  has  been  so  fully  de- 
scribed heretofore  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to 
dwell  upon  the  matter  here.  W  hen  the  present  gov- 
ernment entered  upon  its  duties  there  was  a  very 
general  demand  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  department  should  be  increased, 
both  by  additions  to  the  apparatus,  especially  in  the 
business  portions  of  the  city,  and  bj;  changes  in  the 
organization  of  the  force,  so  as  to  bring  about  a  high- 
er state  of  discipline.  The  recommendations  made 
by  the  Mayor  in  his  inaugural  addi  ei-s.  and  also  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  commission  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  cause  and  management  of  the 
great  fire,  received  the  immediate  and  earnest  atten- 
tion of  this  committee.  On  the  13th  of  March  a  re- 
port was  submitted  to  the  City  Council,  stating  the 
progress  made  by  the  committee  in  strength- 
ening and  improving  the  department,  and  recom- 
mending certain  changes  in  the  ordinance  by 
which  greater  responsibility  in  the  management 
of  the  department  would  be  secured.  Those 
recommendations  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  and  from  that  day  to  this  no  report 
has  been  made  upon  tliem.  If  the  matter  had  re- 
ceived prompt  attention,  as  requested  by  this  com- 
mittee, the  principal  defects  of  organization  which 
were  dwelt  upon  with  so  much  force  after  the  fire  of 
May  30,  would  have  been  cared,  and  the  department 
would  have  been  in  a  condition  to  meet  criticism 
without  fear  as  to  the  result. 

The  requests  of  the  committee  for  appropriations 
from  time  to  time  to  carry  out  the  improvements 
which  they  had  pro.jected,  have  been  responded  to 
generally,  by  the  City  Council,  with  great  prompt- 
ness. 

The  following  statements  show  the  additions  in 
men  and  material  made  during  the  present  year — 
January  1  to  November  1 — a  period  of  ten  months: 

The  following  engine  houses  have  been  built  dur- 
ing the  year,  viz. : 

Engine  Company  No.  12— Corner  of  Winslow  and 
Dudley  streets.  Highlands.  This  house  was  built  to 
take  the  place  of  the  old  one  situated  on  the  corner 
of  Warren  and  Dudley  streets,  which  was  taken 
down  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Warren  street. 

Engine  Company  No.  22— Parker  street.  High 
lands.    This  building  is  for  temporary  use  only. 

Engine  Company  No  24. — Corner  of  Quincy  and 
Warren  streets.  Highlands. 

Engine  Company  No.  25 — Washington  square. 
For  temporary  use. 

Hose  House  No.  4— Northampton  street,  has  been 
enlarged  so  as  to  accommodate  a  steam  fire  engine 
and  horse  hose  carriage. 

Hose  Company  No.  12— Corner  of  Fourth  and  O 
streets.  South  Boston. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  6 — Corner  of 
Eiver  and  Temple  street — Ward  16. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  8— Washington 
square.    For  temporary  use. 

A  permanent  house  for  Engine  Company  No.  25 
and  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  8,  corner  of 
Washington  square  and  Perkins  street,  has  been  con- 
tracted for  but  not  completed. 

The  building  known  is  the  "Normal  School,"  on 
Mason  street,  is  being  remodelled  so  as  to  accom- 
modate a  permanent  steam  fire  engine  company. 

A  building  for  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  4, 
on  Dudley  street,  Highlands,  has  been  contracted 
for. 

Horse  hose  carriages  have  been  placed  in  engine 
houses   numbered    4,  7,  8,  9  and  25,  to  run  in  connec- 


tion  with    the    engines  in   place  of   the  small    hose 
tenders  formerly  used. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  City  Council, 
horse  hose  carriages  will  be  placed  in  all  the  other 
engine  houses  as  soon  as  they  are  completed. 

The  following  pieces  of  apparatus  have  been  repair- 
ed and  put  in  the  best  condition: 

Engines  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  13  and  15;  Hose  Carriages  Nos. 
1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7  and  9;  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage 
No.  7. 

Several  of  the  horse  hose  carriages  have  been  re- 
modelled so  as  to  convey  the  firemen  to  fires. 

The  apparatus  purchased  or  contracted  for  during 
the  past  year  is  as  follows: 

One  steam  fire  engine  from  Hunneman  &  Co.  (re- 
ceived), $4000. 

One  steam  fire  engine  from  the  Amoskeag  Manu- 
facturing Company   (received),  $4200. 

One  steam  fire  engine  from  Ciapp  &  Jones  (con- 
tracted for,  to  be  delivered  Dec.  1),  $4250. 

Four  horse  hose  carriages  from  the  Amoskeag 
Manufacturing  Company  (contracted  for),  each  $650. 

One  horse  hose  carriage  from  William  Gilchrist 
(received),  $1000. 

One  hook  and  ladder  carriage  from  Hunneman  & 
Co.  (received),  $1600. 

Pour  coal  wagons  from  Joseph  T.  Ryan  (received). 

One  self-acting  fire  engine  (Babcock)  from  New 
England  Fire  Extinguisher  Company  (received), 
$2000. 

One  steam  fire  engine  from  Amoskeag  Manufactur- 
ing Company  (contracted  for),  $4250. 

One  self-acting  fire  engine  from  Holloway,  Balti- 
more (contracted  for),  $1500. 

The  following  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
working  force  of  the  department: 

Engine  companies  numbered  4  and  7  have  been  re- 
organized by  the  appointment  of  the  foremen  and 
hosemen  for  constant  service— making  twelve  per- 
manent members  in  each  company. 

Hose  Company  No.  1  has  been  changed  to  an  en- 
gine company  (No.  25)  and  twelve  members  appointed 
for  constant  service— making  an  addition  to  the 
department  of  five  men. 

Hose  Company  No.  4  has  been  reorganized  and 
made  an  engine  company  (No  23),  on  Northampton 
street,  making  an  addition  of  two  men  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

A  new  hook  and  ladder  company,  located  on  Wash- 
ington square,  and  known  as  No.  8,  has  been  organ- 
iz:ed,  with  fifteen  permanent  men. 

A  new  hose  company  has  been  organized  in  South 
Boston,  known  as  No.  12,  thereby  adding  to  the  de- 
partment nine  men. 

Two  new  engine  companies  have  been  organized  in 
the  Highland  District,  and  known  as  Engine  Com- 
pany No.  22,  on  Parker  street,  and  Engine  Company 
No.  24,  on  Warren  street,  thus  giving  to  the  depart- 
ment twenty-two  additional  men— making  a  total  of 
fifty-three  men  added  to  the  department  during  the 
year.  The  company  on  Parker  street  was  added  in 
response  to  petitions  fram  citizens  of  Wards  6  and  9, 
to  cover  the  recently  occupied  lands  in   those  wards. 

The  present  condition  of  the  department  is  shown 
in  the  accompanying  statements. 

The  report  here  gives  a  schedule  of  the  men  em- 
ployed and  the  property  of  the  department,  with  the 
following  recapitulation: 

Steam  engines  in  service,  25;  horse  hose  carriages, 
9;  hook  and  ladder  carriages,  8;  extinguisher  corps, 
4;  fire  boat,  1;  insurance  brigade,  1;  coal  wagons,  12; 
men  employed,  515;  consisting  of  1  Chief  and  14  As- 
sistant-Engineers, 1  Secretary  of  Board  of  Engineers, 
2  clerks,  42  foremen  of  companies,  25  engineers  of 
companies,  55  drivers,  25  firemen,  272  hosemen,  120 
hook  and  ladder  men;  1  captain.  1  mate,  1  steward,  1 
engineer,  1  foreman  and  1  deckhand  of  fire  l)oat;  16 
insurance  brigade;  153  constantly  employed,  369  do- 
ing duty  only  in  case  of  fire;  horses,  96;  number  of 
feet  of  leading  hose,  60,9.56;  number  of  feet  of  suc- 
tion hose,  500;  hydrants,  2872;  reservoirs,  179;  fire- 
alarm  boxes,  177. 

The  members  of  the  Insurance  Brigade  belong  to 
the  department  as  at  present  constituted,  but  they 
are  paid  for  their  services  by  the  Boston  Board  of 
Underwriters.  The  ©ity  Solicitor  has  recently  fur- 
nished an  opinion  to  the  effect  that  the  members  of 
the  origade  cannot  be  considered  as  regular  members 
of  the  department,  for  whom  the  city  should  be  at 
the  expense  of  furnishing  accommodations. 

It  wilt  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  statement  relat- 
ing to  the  number  of  hydrants  in  service  that  there 
have  been  two  hundred  and  eighty  Dowry  hydrants 
introduced  since  the  first  of  May  last.  The  prompt- 
ness of  the  Water  Board  in  responding  to  the  wishes 
of  this  department  by  enlarging  the  street  mains  in 
the  city  proper,  and  furnishing  improved  hydrants, 
is  deserving  of  high  commendation. 
Inventions  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  and  for 
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tlie' preservation  of  life  in  case  of  fires,  have  been 
very  numerous  since  the  conflagration  of  last  year: 
and  the  committee  have  given  much  attention  and 
numerous  hearings  to  parties  interested  in  securing 
the  introduction  of  new  methods. 

[The  report  here  gives  a  schedule  of  the  estimated 
value  of  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  depart- 
ment.] 

The  appropriation  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
department  for  the  financial  year  187.3-74  was 
$551,316.    The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows: 

May  draft $130,446  48 

Junedraft 86,270  59 

Julydraft 43,819  14 

Augnstdraft 39,267  94 

September  draft 38,447  56 

Octoberdraft 38,329  65 

November  draft 46,084  10 

Total $372,665  46 

Unpaid  contracts  chargeable  to  this  appropria- 
tion     16,800  00 

Total $389,465  46 

Estimate  of  expenses  required  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  department  for  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year,  including  salaries  of 
commissioners  and  permanent  force  recently 
organized  and  to  be  organized  for  the  Mason- 
street  Station,  at  $50,000  per  month  during  the 
remaining  five  months 250,000  00 

Amount  carried  forward $689,465  46 


Amount  brought  forward,. 


$639,465  46 

551,316  00 

Estimated  excess  of  expenditures  over  appro- 
priation  , $88,149  46 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  desire  to  acknowl- 
edge the  obligations  they  are  under  to  the  Chief- 
Engineer  for  the  valuable  assistance  which  he  has 
fiven  them,  and  they  also  desire  to  commend  in  the 
ighest  manner  the  great  energy  and  fearlessness 
which  he  has  invariably  shown  in  the  discharge  of 
his  difficult  and  dangerous  duties.  The  long  and 
faithful  services  ol  the  present  members  of  the  Board 
of  Engineers  and  their  secretary  entitle  them  to  the 
thanks  of  the  citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Leonard  R   Cutter, 
John  T.  Clark, 
Solomon  B.  Stbbbins, 
George  L.  Burt, 
James  F.  Marston, 
William  H.  Jones, 
Frederick  Pease, 
Eluah  B.  Hinb, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  adjourned 
to  Thursday,  at  1  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    13,    1873. 


An  adjourned  meeting:  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alderman  Cut- 
ter, Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  BEFEBKBD. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Dean  Dudley,  repre- 
senting that  his  office  was  situated  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict at  8  Congress  square.  Monks  Building,  on  the 
fourth  floor,  and  his  type,  books,  and  printing  mate- 
rial were  entirely  destroyed  by  the  blowing  up  of  the 
adjoining  apartments,  during  the  great  fire  of  1872.  His 
loss  by  this  calamity  was  about  $5000,  on  which  there 
was  no  insurance.  Long  before  the  fire  reached  this 
locality  the  city  police  stretched  a  rope  across  th( 
street,  and  prohibited  any  one  from  removing  the 
goods  and  fixtures  or  even  from  entering  Monks 
Building.  The  city  authorities  took  the  liberty  to 
stop  him  from  removing  his  property  and  then  blew 
up  the  same  by  means  of  uunpowder. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
J.  A.  King,  to  occupy  wooden  stables  for  one  horse, 
at  Clayton  street,  Ward  16. 

E.  C.  Drew,  to  occupy  two  wooden  stables  for 
thirty-two  horses,  on  Parker  street. 

John  Hurley,  for  leave  to  add  five  more  stalls  to 
stable  63-65  Liverpool  street. 

John  O'Hare,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  in  rear  of  Knowlton  street. 

H.  R.  Surles,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  ten  horses 
on  Culbert  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Board  of  Health 
for  additional  appropriation  of  $1000  for  quarantine 
department. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Samuel  P.  Loud,  that 
collection  for  assessmf  nt  for  sewers  in  Dorchester 
avenue  be  postponed. 

SEWEB  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  submitted  schedules 
of  sewer  assessments  as  follows:  East  street,  Ward 
16,  total  $386159;  to  individuals  $2896  20;  Warren 
street,  from  Dudley  to  Washington  street,  total 
$1782  29;  to  individuals  $1.3;i6  22;  Washingcon  street, 
between  Summer  and  Franklin,  total  $683;  to  indi- 
viduals $341  50.  Severally  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

constables'  bonds  appbovbd. 

The  bonds  of  Thomas  A.  Jackson  aud  Johnson 
Warren  being  duly  certified  by  the  treasurer  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

PBOM   THE   SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee that  a  tablet  be  placed  in  ihe  Lowell  School- 
house.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Member  of  the  Fire  Department — Charles  T.  Dear- 
ing. 

PIEE  COMMISSIONERS    CONFIRMED. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  the  con- 
firmation of  the  nomination  of  Alfred  P.  Rockwell, 
David  Chamberlin  and  Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  to  con- 
stitute the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

The  Chair  announced  that  the  first  question  would 
be  on  the  confirmation  of  Mr.  Rockwell,  and  that  the 
vote  would  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Quincy  —1  think  that  those  who  desire 
the  success  of  the  commission  cannot  do  better 
ihan  to  confirm  his  Honor's  selection.  I  re- 
gard the  elements  for  an  efficient  and  relia- 
ble board  as  well  combined.  In  the  first 
name,  we  have  scientific  engineering  attainments 
of  the  first  order,  with  a  military  record  which  testi- 
fies to  the  greatest  capacity  for  command,  organ- 
ization and  discipline:  in  the  second  name  we 
find  a  practical  and  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  details  and  working  of  the  present  sys- 
tem in  one  who  has  been  long  enough  out  of 
the  department  to  be  independent  of  its  influ- 
ence, and  in  the  third,  energy,  business  ca- 
pacity and  an  almost  proverbial  integrity.  A  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  present  organ- 
ization is  a  most  valuable  element  for  the  success  of 
a  new  system,  if  it  can  be  found  in  one  not  pledged 
or  bound  or  influenced  to  a  continuance  in  old 
ruts.  The  appointment  of  any  member  of  the  pres- 
ent department  who  had  publicly  opposed 
this     measure     would     have     been      a     mistake. 


as  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect  such  person  to 
bring  an  unprejudiced  mind  to  his  work.  But  a  per- 
son not  bound  in  any  way  to  defend  the  present  sys- 
tem, who  yet  has  an  intimate  knowledge  of  it,  if  a 
fair-minded  man,  is  of  great  value  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, entirely  irrespective  of  his  own  qualifications 
for  such  a  post  as  that  of  Chief-Engineer.  The  result 
of  the  Alderman's  inquiries  had  convinced  him  that 
Mr.  Chamberlin  would  make  a  valuable  commis- 
sioner, and  he  hoped  all  three  v/ould  be  confirmed. 

Alderman  Power — Since  our  last  meeting  I  have 
seen  some  insinuations  in  the  press  that  my  motives 
in  having  this  matter  laid  over  till  today  were  not  just 
what  I  said  they  were  at  that  time.  The  special 
meeting  at  which  these  nominations  came  before  this 
Board  was  on  last  Friday,  and  owing  to  a  mistake  on 
my  part  I  was  not  present.  That  same  day  I  learned 
that  I  had  been  appointed  on  a  special  committe  to 
recount  the  votes  of  this  city.  I  had  to  go  to  work 
upon  that  matter  immediately,  and  was  con- 
stantly employed  from  Friday,  both  night 
and  day,  until  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
again  on  Monday.  It  must  be  apparent  to  everybody 
that  under  such  circumstances  I  have  very  little  time 
to  make  inquiries  about  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
had  come  up  here.  1  have  made  Inquiries,  and  am 
satisfied  that  the  gentlemen  nominated  are  above 
suspicion.  They  say  the  first  one  is  a  flrst-class  man 
in  his  department,  and  I  believe  the  other  gentlemen 
ar  e  all  that  is  claimed  for  them.  Yet,  sir,  I  don't 
think  it  is  a  commision  that  entirely  satisfies 
the  public,  with  all  their  business  qualifiations  and 
scientific  attainments.  I  had  hoped  that  gentlemen 
might  have  been  found  possessing  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  warkings  of  the  Fire  Department  and  the 
fighting  of  fires.  But,  sir,  I  don't  propose  to  delay 
action  any  further.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  public  generally  to  allow  these 
gentlemen  to  be  confirmed,  and  I  don't  propose  to 
oppose  their  confirmation  any  longer. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  the  confirmation  of  Mr. 
Rockwell,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Gaflield,  Gibson,  Hulbert,  Power,  Quincy,  Sayward, 
Stebbins— 11. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent^— Alderman  Emery. 

Mr.  Rockwell's  nomination  was  declared  confirmed, 
and  the  Board,  by  precisely  the  same  yea  and  nay  vote, 
confirmed  those  of  David  Chamberlin  and  Timothy 
T.  Sawyer. 

REPOBTS   AND   OBDEBS. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  reported  that  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion had  been  given  during  the  past  year  to  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  a  suitable  fire  escape  and  extension 
ladder  for  the  use  of  the  department  in  case  of  fire  in 
high  buildings.  Prom  numerous  experiments  made 
by  the  Engineer,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  the 
ladder  invented  by  George  Skinner  and  manu- 
factured by  the  Skinner  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany, Is  best  adapted  to  the  wants  of  this  depart- 
ment. It  has  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Engineers.  The  Committee  therefore 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
be  authorized  to  purchase  one  of  Skinner's  patent 
extension  ladders  and  fire  escapee,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars;  said 
sum  1,o  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  De- 
partment. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  requested  to  report  what  disposition  should 
be  made  of  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse,  Ward  16. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  requested  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  petitioning  the  General  Court,  at  its  next 
session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  annexing  the  city  of 
Chelsea  and  the  towns  of  Revere  and  Winthrop  to 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  so  that  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  constitute  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Passed.  ■ 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  Robert 
T.  Paine,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Bessem  and  William  Munroe, 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  and  M.  Murphy  for  leave 
to  extend  stable;  no  action  necessary  on  remon- 
strance of  J.  E,  Herman  against  rebuilding  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad  stable  on  Prescott  place;  also  in  fa- 
vor of  granting  petition  of  C.  J.  Spencely  on  certain 
conditions;  and  that  petition  of  W.  T.  Brigham,  to 
construct  cellar  below  grade,  be  referred  to  "Commit- 
tee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Severally 
accepted. 
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Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  ob  Streets, 
submitttd  an  order  to  pay  Charles  H.  Dodge  $398,  for 
street  damages  in  widening  Federal  street.  The  or- 
der was  read  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  $11  63  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Karen  Hart,  and  $6979  from  the  assessment 
of  John  Haggerty  for  a  sewer  in  Dorchester  avenue, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $81  42  is  hereby  assessed  upon 
William  Glover. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  schedule  of  assessments 


for  the  sewer  in  Ruggles  and  Halleck  streets,  re- 
ported that  they  are  correct  and  recommended  the 
passage  of  orders  for  collection.  The  order  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  F, 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  junction 
of  Warren  and  Palmer  streets,  be  approved  as  a  suit- 
able place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    13,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  TKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Quarterly  report  of  Hayweighers  of  North  City 
Scales  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  H.  T.  Wood,  Reuter  &  Alley,  Dean, 
Dudley  and  others,  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  for 
an  extension  of  time  to  take  land  and  other  property 
tor  a  landing  for  JEast  Boston  ferry  boats.  Passed  ,in 
concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  the  preamble  and  order  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners to  take  estate  surrendered  by  Charles  G. 
Greene  and  others,  for  widening  of  Water  street. 
Report  accepted,  and  order  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  to  purchase  one  of  HoUoway's  Self- 
Acting  Chemical  Engines,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.    Order  read  once. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  contract  to  oe  made 
for  water  pipes  and  other  materials  required  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  supply  of  water;  the  expense  not  to 
exceed  two  thousand  dollars.    Order  read  once. 

Order  concerning  settlement  with  William  Gray, 
for  damages  in  extending  West  Chester  park.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Report  nominating  Isaac  T.  Campbell  to  fill  vacan- 
cy in  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Poor.  Report  ac- 
cepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lamb  of  Ward  7,  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Lamb  of  Ward  7, 
Page  of  Ward  9,  and  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  a  committee  to 
receive  sort  and  count  votes.  The  committee  re- 
ported as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 46 

Necessary  to  a  choice 24' 

A.  A.  Foster 1  ■ 

.John  Brown 1 

Thomas  J.  Cailahan 1 

Isaac  T.  Campbell 43 

Mr.  Campbell  was  declared  elected. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  the  Water  Board  to 
contract  to  supply  the  town  of  Brookline  with  water 
for  ten  years,  for  domestic  purposes  and  the  extin- 
guishment of  fires,  on  certain  terms   and  conditions. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3 — It  seems  strange  that  the 
city  of  Boston  is  ready  to  sell  water  to  the  town  of 
Brookline  when  a  great  hue  aid  cry  is  raised  about 
our  own  supply  being  inadequate  at  the  present  time. 
I  move  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Carried  by  a  rising  vote — 34  for,  3  against.  Subse- 
quently, on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  order 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  specially  assigned  for 
next  Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Sewers,  $30,000.  Order 
read  once. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  an  iron  bridge  to  be 
built,  with  stone  abutments,  on  Dartmouth  street, 
over  the  Albany  and  Providence  railroads,  and  the 
repairing  and  strengthening  of  present  bridge  for 
temporary  use,  at  an  expense  of  not  exceeding  $155,- 
000;  and  for  a  loan  of  said  sum  to  pay  therefor. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— It  is  n't  a  great  while  since 
that  bridge  was  built,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  it  appears  to 
me  not  to  reflect  great  credit  on  the  builders.  This  is  a 
very  large  sum  of  money,  and  the  City  Government 
should  know  what  Kind  of  a  bridge  it  Is  to  be,  I 
move  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  with  instructions  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
bridge.    The  motion  prevailed. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  suitable  tablet 
in  Low3ll  Schoolhouse.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

Request  of  Board  of  Health  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $1000  for  Quarantine  Department. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
report  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  old 
Mather  Schoolhouse.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
consider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  petitioning 
the  General  Court  to  annex  Chelsea,  Winthrop  and 
Revere  to  Middlesex  County.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 


SALARIES   OF  PERMANENT   FIREMEN. 

Report  and  order  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  perma- 
nent members  of  the  Fire  Department,  recently  ap- 
pointed, as  follows;  Foremen  $3  25;  hosemen,  assist- 
ant-foremen of^  engine  companies  and  members  of 
hook  and  ladder  companies,  $3  per  day. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  that  order,  and  to  give  you 
the  reasons  why.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  proposi- 
tion to  pay  foremen  of  engine  companies  $3  25  a  day 
and  hosemen  $3  per  day  insufficient,  I  don't  know  of 
any  reason  why  the  foreman  on  the  fire  boat  shall  be 
paid  .|3  75  per  day  when  he  is  performing  the  same 
relative  duties  that  these  other  officers  do.  It  is  a 
fact  that  the  captain  of  the  fire  boat  get  $3  75,  and 
inferior  officers  are  paid  in  the  same  ratio,  and  at  the 
same  time  they  are  found  in  provisions.  I  don't 
think  it  is  too  much  for  them.  There  are  parties 
who  have  examined  this  matter,  who  are  better  post- 
ed than  I  am,  and  who  can  give  better  reasons 
why  the  pay  is  fixed  at  the  sum  named. 
I  have  a  few  figures  in  my  mind.  I  find  by  the 
auditor's  books  that  the  payment  for  provisions  and 
supplies  on  the  fire-boat  from  March  last  up  to  the 
present  time  is  $1700— an  average  of  $170  per  month; 
fo  that,  in  fact,  the  cost  of  these  officers  to  the  city, 
in  adc'iiion  to  their  pay,  is  about  seventy-five  cents 
per  day;  consequently  they  receive  $4  50  per  day 
against  $3  25  for  the  captain  of  an  engine  company. 
If  I  were  to  have  my  choice  I  would  much  prefer  to 
he  a  fireman  on  the  boat  than  on  shore.  I  don't  think 
ihey  are  inadequately  paid,  but  I  want  to  see  all  ihe 
men  in  the  Fire  Department  well  paid  for  the  duties 
they  perform.  1  therefore  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing $3  75  instead  of  $3  25,  and  $3  50  instead  of  $3. 
1  don't  think  that  then  they  would  be  paid  too  much. 
I  think  the  captains  ought  to  have  at  least  $3  75  per 
day. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  would  ask  the  gentleman 
if  he  means  the  whole  department,  or  merely  the 
permanent  men? 

The  Chair— The  order  is  for  the  permanent  men  of 
the  department  only. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  have  said  there  are 
four  permanent  organizations  to  which  this  rule  will 
apply— Engines  Pour,  Seven  and  Twenty-live,  and 
Hook  &  Ladder  No.  8. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — While  I  agree  in  part  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  that  firemen  are  not  paid 
enough,  yet  I  disagree  with  him  in  raising  the  pay  of 
these  permanent  men  to  $3  50  a  day,  for  this  reason. 
The  drivers  now  employed,  having  the  horses  and 
engine  houses  to  take  care  of  only  receive  $3  per 
day,  and  foremen,  who  are  supposed  to  be  able  to  run 
an  engine  if  occasion  requires,  receive  only  $3.  If  it 
is  unjust  to  increase  the  pay  of  hosemen  over  men 
of  the  difl'erent  companies,  in  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment for  foremen  it  ought  to  be  $3  75  per  day.  It  is 
none  too  much  to  give  a  good  man.  A  foreman 
should  receive  as  much  as  an  engineer,  and 
I  should  be  heartily  in  favor  of  increasing 
it  twenty-five  cents  a  day.  But  I  think 
it  would  be  great  injustice  to  the  firemen  and 
drivers  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  hosemen  over  them, 
although  I  think  $3  25  or  $3  50  would  be  none  too 
much  for  the  permanent  hosemen  employed  throusfh- 
out  the  city. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Another  phase  of  this  matter 
is  this:  It  is  well-known  that  a  part  of  these  men 
have  been  on  duty  more  than  a  month,  and  the  order 
was  not  introduced  in  season  for  them  to  get  their 
pay  last  mouth.  If  this  amendment  should  pass  this 
branch  it  would  be  too  late  before  it  could  pass  the 
Aldermen  to  give  them  their  money  this  month. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— Another  reason  is,  we  are 
to  have  fire  commissioners  who  are  to  fix  the  pay 
of  the  whole  department.  No  doubt  they  will 
equalize  the  salaries  so  that  where  now  they  are  too 
low  they  will  be  increased.  It  is  a  bad  time  to  par- 
ticularize as  to  what  salaries  should  be  increased. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — It  is  very  strange  to  me  that 
the  Committee  on  Salaries,  now  that  we  have  a  Fire 
Commission,  should  bring  in  this  order.  It  is  within 
the  prerogative  of  the  commissioners  and  they  can 
act  upon  it.  The  question  with  us,  however,  is, 
whether  it  is  right  to  pay  these  men  more.  It  may 
be  passed  upon  now,  and  the  commissioners  may  act 
upon  it  a  week  hence,  if  they  are  confirmed,  a  ques- 
tion on  which  I  have  some  doubt. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— In  reply  to  the  member 
from  Ward  5, 1  would  state  that  on  the  night  the 
Council  voted  to  establish  a  Fire  Commission  this 
order  was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed,  and  that 
IS  the  reason  of  the  delay.  The  gentleman  eulogizes 
the  men  on  the  fire  boat.  All  those  on  the  fire  boat 
would  prefer  to  take  their  meals  at  home,  but  they 
have  no  time  to  go  to  their  meals.  If  they  should  be 
absent  for  any  length  of  time  the  effect  mi^ht  be 
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disastrous.  Therefore  the  Commiitefc  on  Fire  De- 
partment supply  them  with  their  meals.  I  think, 
myself,  this  matter  had  better  go  to  the  commission- 
ers, if  we  are  to  have  a  commission.  But  as  the  men 
have  been  without  pay  for  two  months.  It  would  be 
better  to  pass  the  order  tonight.  If  the  right  men 
are  appointed  commissioners  they  will  equalize  the 
pay. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5— The  gentleman  refers  to  my 
eulogizing  the  men  in  the  Are  boat.  I  simply  spoke 
of  it  as  a  matter  of  fact  not  as  eulogy. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — r  don't  think  it  benefits  the 
firemen  at  all  to  take  their  meals  on  the  boat.  I 
take  all  my  dinners  down  town,  but  I  don't  save  a 
cent  by  it. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  am  not  in  favor  of  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  the  firemen,  although  I  am  in  favor  of 
them.  The  foremen  and  engineers  are  supposed  to 
be  practical  men,  but  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  put 
hosemen  on  the  same  level  with  them.  They  ought 
to  come  in  rotation,  somehow  or  other.  I  don't  think 
a  common  laboring  man  should  receive  as  much  as 
one  who  has  served  twenly-five  years  at  a  business. 
As  to  the  men  on  the  boat,  they  have  only  one  night 
off  in  a  week,  and  they  are  obliged  to  be  on  board 
night  and  day.  I  would  rather  be  a  foreman  or  hose- 
man  in  one  of  the  departihents  at  a  less  rate  of  wages 
than  to  be  on  that  boat  and  not  be  allowed  to  go  be- 
yond the  deck.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Shaw  was  rejected,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  passed. 

CONFIRMATION  OF   FIRE   COMMISSIONERS. 

The  nominations  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  were  considered,  the 
question  being  on  concurring  with  the  Aldermen  in 
confirmation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — As  this  is  the  first  time  that 
we  have  had  those  nominations  officially  before  us,  in 
order  that  members  of  the  Council  can  have  time  to 
examine  into  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the 
candidates,  I  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
that  half-past  eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening 
be  assigned  as  the  time  for  taking  the  vote, 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  am  not  surprised— 
■   Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5— Mr.   President,   I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.    I  understood  the  motion  to  be  to  lay 
on  the  table,  which  is  not  debatable. 

The  Chair— I  understand  the  motion  to  be  to  lay  on 
the  table  and  specially  assign  for  next  Thursday 
evening.  If  the  gentleman  insists  on  his  point  of 
order,  the  motion  will  have  lo  be  divided. 

Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  his  original  motion  and  moved 
to  lay  the  nominations  upon  the  table. 

Lost  by  a  rising  vote— 18  for,  32  against. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  move  to  specially  assign  this  subject 
for  next  Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock 
and  on  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  am  not  surprised,  Mr. 
President,  to  see  this  opposition  to  immediate  con- 
firmation of  the  gentlemen  nominated  by  his  Honor, 
the  Mayor,  for  Fire  Commissioners.  It  comes  from 
the  same  source  and  from  the  same  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil which  has  opposed  the  Fire  Commission  through- 
out, as  I  judge  of  the  standing  vote  which  has  just 
been  taKen.  I  hope,  sir,  that  there  will  be  no  postpone- 
ment. As  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  has  been 
voted  down,  so  should  this  motion  to  postpone  for  a 
week.  We  who  have  favored  a  commission  have  been 
met  oy  motions  of  delay.  It  is  now  more  than  a  year 
after  the  fire,  and  yet  no  commission  Is  established. 
I  believe  this  Council  was  elected  upon  this  very  is- 
sue to  a  great  extent.,  the  reorganization  of  the  de- 
partment, and  we  have  been  unable  to  complete  the 
work  for  which  we  came  here,  and  the  reason  is  ap- 
parent to  us  all.  Why  does  the  opposition  object  now, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  a  large  majority  of  the  City 
Government  are  in  favor  of  having  a  Fire  Commis- 
sion. They  opposed  it  in  this  Council  with  every 
parliamentary  quibble  than  can  be  raised  to  impede 
the  progress  of  the  order.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has 
carefully  sought  throughout  the  city  and  found  three 
men  who,  on  the  whole,  are  unquestioned  in  their  pri- 
vate life  and  in  their  qualifier  tions  for  the  office  to 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  call  them.  General  Rock- 
well seems  to  have  all  the  qualifications  necessary  to 
a  reorganization  of  the  department,  and  has  a  mechan- 
ical and  chemical  knowledge  which  will  enable  him  to 
fill  the  place  admirably.  He  is  well  known  in  milita- 
ry and  civil  circles,  and  is  beyond  reproach  in  every 
way,  besides  being  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  cul- 
ture. Mr.  Chamberlin,  the  present  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  has  had  some  twenty  five  years'  experience 
in  the  department,  and  knows  it  from  its  very  foiin- 
dation.  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  its 
present  working.  The  other  gentleman,  Mr. 
Sawyer,    is    a    thorough    business    man,    has   the 


confidence  of  the  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity, and  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  under- 
writers and  insurance  men  of  the  city.  Three  better 
men  could  not  have  been  chosen.  This  reason  given 
for  delay  is  very  trivial.  The  reason  is  said  to  be 
that  we  want  a  week  to  consider  the  nominations, 
because  this  is  the  first  time  they  are  officially  before 
us.  It  is  a  common  matter  of  knowledge  who  these 
gentlemen  are.  We  have  heard  their  names  thor- 
oughly canvassed,  and  are  quite  conversant  with  their 
public  history.  If  there  had  been  any  ugly  thiug 
said  of  them,  I  doubt  not  it  would  have  been  spoken 
of  in  the  press,  and  would  have  reached  us.  We  are 
prepared  to  vote  for  them  tonight,  and  there  is  no 
reason  for  further  delay.  1  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a  full  year  has  elapsed  since 
the  great  fire  occurred,  and  I  believe  we  were 
elected  on  this  very  issue.  We  have  attended  to  our 
duty,  perhaps,  in  part,  but  this  great  duty  of  having 
the  Fire  Department  reorganized  we  have  failed  to 
accomplish.  I  would  not  oJiject  to  a  delay  of  a  week 
were  it  not  that  after  all  hope  of  defeating  the  Fire 
Commission  had  been  lost  we  were  met  with  tactics 
simply  for  delay.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail 
and  that  we  shall  proceed  to  confirm  the  nominations 
immediately. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  .3—1  am  glad  the  gentleman  has 
shown  his  hand.  He  says  this  Council  was  no  doubt 
elected  on  this  issue.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard 
of  this  Council  being  elected  to  reorganize  the  Fire 
Department.  I  never  heard  of  it  in  my  ward.  But  it 
is  not  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  private  clubs,  in 
the  ward  where  the  gentleman  belongs,  under 
taking  to  run  the  city  of  Boston,  which  is 
shown  by  the  last  nomination  for  a  Board  of 
Aldermen.  He  says  wo  are  ready  to  vote  for  them 
tonight.  Well,  I  don't  propose  to  vote  for  a  gentle- 
man who  is  not  a  resident  of  Boston,  and  who  will 
not  be  until  the  first  of  January,  and  of  which  I  have 
my  doubts  that  he  will  be  then,  as  the  military  friend 
of  the  gentleman.  General  Butler,  has  that  case  in 
hand  and  he  may  run  annexation  into  the  ground 
yet.  I  have  heard  that  one  of  those  gentlemen  nomi- 
nated has  n't  paid  a  dollar  in  taxes  for  several  years 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  was  not  sent  here  to  reor- 
ganize the  Fire  Department.  I  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Is  it  in  order  for  me  to  say  a 
word?    [Laughter.] 

The  Chair-It  is. 

Mr.  Shaw— Gentlemen  may  laugh,  but  they  don't 
show  that  courtesy  to  the  Chair  that  I  did. 
They  may  laugh  on  the  other  side  of  their  mouths 
yet.  Mr.  President,  I  propose  to  give  a  reason  for 
the  vote  which  I  shall  cast.  When  my  friend  asks 
that  this  matter  be  laid  over,  he  makes  a  very  reason- 
able request.  This  is  too  important  to  be  passed 
upon  hastily.  We  are  not  to  be  controlled  by  the 
other  branch.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Sawyer  in  my  life.  I 
never  heard  of  Mr.  Rockwell  until  his  name  was  men- 
tioned here.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners, but  it  don't  make  any  difference  whether 
this  commission  is  organized  today  or  a  week  hence. 
1  have  been  trying  to  find  out  who  Mr.  Rockwell  is. 
I  have  written  five  letters  and  have  got  replies  to 
three  of  them  from  gentlemen  who  are  personally 
interested  in  knowing  who  he  is.  Not  one  of  them 
had  heard  a  word  of  Mr.  Rockwell  before.  I  am 
told  he  has  gone  to  New  York  to  get  posted  up  on 
fire  matters.  That  may  be  very  well,  but  I  want  to  see 
the  man  I  am  going  to  vote  for.  I  want  to  know  who 
is  going  to  take  the  responsibility  of  the  matter.  We 
have  passed  an  ordinance  giving  these  three  men  al- 
most arbitrary  authority,  and  I  want  to  see  those 
gentlemen  face  to  face.  I  want  to  know  what  policy 
they  will  assume,  what  action  they  will  take,  before 
I  vote  for  them.  I  think  that  is  a  reasonable  propo- 
sition, and  I  hope  the  subject  will  be  passed  over  for 
a  week  on  the  same  principle  that  it  was  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  in  order  to  give  gentlemen  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  inquiries.  I  think  Mr.  Chamberlain  a 
very  competent  man,  but  of  the  fitness  of  the  others  I 
know  nothing  whatever.  I  have  heard  the  gentleman 
from  Charlestown  criticised  by  those  who  know  him. 
I  don't  agree  with  my  friend  from  Ward  3,  that  we 
should  not  take  a  man  because  he  is  a  resident  of 
Charlestown,  but  I  don't  think  it  is  very  politic  to 
go  out  of  the  city  when  we  have  just  as  good  men 
here.  I  don't  raise  a  question  against  either  of  them 
in  any  shajje  whatever,  but  I  shall  certainly  favor 
giving  the  time  asked  for. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  has  been  writing  letters  and  receiving  no  answers. 
He  wants  to  know  who  General  Rockwell  is.  I 
have  the  honor  of  his  acquaintance  myself,  bnt  I 
don't  offer  that  as  any  testimony.  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman sometimes  asks  questions  for  the  sake  of 
asking  them.    I  don't  know  whether  the  gentleman 
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means  to  get  answers  to  his  letters  or  not,  but  here 
are  letters  received  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  which 
I  will  reai. 

Mr.  Perkins  then  read  letters  from  Hon.  John  M. 
Forbes,  Hon.  Wiil'am  A.  Buckingham  and  Gen- 
eral Joseuh  R.  Hawley— and  said  he  had  others, 
which  he  did  n't  think  it  necessary  to  reasl,  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of 
General  Rockwell's  ability  and  peculiar  qualifica- 
tions for  the  office. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  says  I  have 
been  writing  letters  and  getting  no  answers.  I  said 
that  1  got  answers  to  three  letters  out  of  five;  they 
are  from  insurance  men  in  State  street,  and  the 
writers  do  not  know  their  man.  The  gentleman  says 
I  ask  questions  sometimes.  I  have  a  right  to,  but 
when  I  do  I  ask  of  some  one  who  is  competent  to  an- 
swer. I  did  not  ask  questions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  anticipated  just  such 
quibbles  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  raised 
tonight.  One  of  them  is,  he  does  n't  propose 
to  vote  for  persons  for  fire  commissioners 
unless  he  sees  them  face  to  face.  Well, 
if  he  wants  to  see  them  face  to  face  he  has  got 
to  go  and  see  them  himself,  for  I  don't  believe  they 
will  take  the  pains  to  come  and  present  themselves 
to  him.  [Laughter.]  He  says  he  has  received  letters 
from  gentlemen  connected  with  the  insurance  com- 
Danies.  I  dare  say  he  has;  but  without  reading  those 
letters  I  venture  to  say  there  is  n't  an  objection  to 
General  Rockwell.     [Laughter.! 

Mr.  Shaw — I  will  read  them. 

Mr.  Denny— Wait  till  I  get  through.  The  gentle- 
man says  it  is  a  reasonable  request  to  wait  one  week 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  make  inquiry.  It  is  the 
duty  of  every  gentleman  here  to  have  made  inquiries. 
I  have  taken  the  pains  to  doit.  If  the  gentleman 
allows  himtelf  to  delay  any  matter  which  he 
has  been  iirging  this  Council  to  act  upon,  after 
having  the  names  presented,  in  order  that  he 
may  see  the  persons  face  to  face,  he  is  at- 
tempting to  impose  upon  the  public.  He 
says  he  can't  find  any  one  who  knows  General  Rock- 
well. Well,  sir,  I  inquired  of  the  secretary  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  Mr.  Kneeland.  That  is  one 
source.  I  have  also  a  slight  acquaintance  with  Gen- 
eral Rockwell  myself.  Mr.  Kneeland  says  General 
Rockwell  is  admirably  adapted  to  a  position  where 
organization  and  discipline  are  required.  There  is 
the  point  we  have  argued  is  needed.  He  is  a  military 
man,  and  well  educated,  and  no  one  can  occupy  a 
position  at  the  Institute  of  Technology  unless  he  is  a 
good  deal  of  a  man.  I  can't  see  what  the  motive  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  can  be  in  presenting  the 
reasons  he  has  for  delay.  I  suppose  the  majority  of 
the  Council  know  Mr.  Chamber!  in  better  than  I  do. 
He  has  been  twenty-seven  years  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment and  was  a  competitor  of  Mr.  Damrell  for  the 
position  of  Chief- Engineer.  He  has  been  elected  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  and  no  one  will  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  his  nomination.  Mr.  Sawyer  is  one  of  the 
first  citizens  of  Charlestown,  is  highly  respected  fer 
his  integrity  of  character,  and  well  known  as  a  capital 
business  man.  He  is  at  present  president  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board,  atid  is  well  known  in  State 
street  for  the  character  I  have  given.  My  words 
may  pass  for  nothing,  but  I  say  the  three  men  are 
known,  and  if  the  gentleman  had  wanted  to  know  he 
could  have  found  out  if  he  chose  to.  In  debate  I 
never  attack  a  man's  motives,  but  before  the  gentle- 
man can  induce  the  Council  to  postpone  action  a  sin- 
gle hour,  he  will  have  to  give  better  reasons  than  he 
has.    I  hope  we  shall  have  no  delay. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6— Like  my  colleague  from 
Ward  ti,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance 
with  General  Rockwell  three  or  four  years,  and  can 
indorse  what  is  said  of  him  in  those  letters;  also 
what  my  fiiend  from  Ward  9  has  just  said.  Being  in 
a  private  institution  like  the  Institute  of  Technology, 
I  can  well  understand  why  many  gentlemen  here 
have  not  come  into  contact  with  him.  His  record 
and  his  pro)  ession  here  have  been  of  a  private  nat- 
ure; but  before  he  came  to  Boston  his  character  was 
more  public.  He  served  well  in  the  army,  as  you 
have  seen  by  General  Hawley's  letter.  In  regard  to 
Mr.  Sawyer,  a  gentleman  in  Charlestown,  perfectly 
competent  to  judge  of  character,  said  to  me  that  he 
is  one  of  the  best  men  in  that  city.  The  idea  of 
waiting  to  inquire  further  of  the  character  of  Mr. 
Chamberlin  and  Mr.  Sawyer  reminds  me  of 
one  of  our  oldest  merchant's  who  wanted  to  get 
credit  to  import  from  China  and  was  told  that 
he  could  have  it,  after  he  had  seen  the 
"Barings,"  and  the  old  merchant  said  he  would  like 
to  inquire  about  the  "Barings."  Asking  who  Mr. 
Chamberlin  is — a  man  who  has  been  in  the  Fire  De- 
partment for  twenty-seven  years,  and  Mr.  Sawyer, 
who  has  been  so  well  known  for  many  years,  is  like 


asking  who  the  "Barings"  are.  I  don't  think  it  is 
necessary  to  postpone  action. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  don't  agree  with  the  gentle- 
men from  Wards  11  and  B.  If  those  gentlemen  are  sa 
well  fortified,  1  can't  see  the  diiference  in  having  one 
week  to  inquire  about  them.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  quotes  the  "  Barings."  I  have 
taken  stock  in  some  people  and  lost.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  seems  to  impress 
on  this  Council  the  fact  that  these  gentlemen  are  so 
and  so.  Well,  we  are  all  acquainted  with  Mr.  Cham- 
berlin, and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  him.  But 
if  the  gentleman  will  go  back  far  enough,  when  we 
located  an  engine  house  in  Mason  street,  he  will  rec- 
ollect that  four  or  five  weeks  after  an  order  to  recon- 
sider was  reported,  and  he  can  see  that  my  judgment 
was  right.  Let  us  lay  this  r:atter  over  for  a  week  to 
inquire  about  the  gentlemen  nominated. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  don't  see  how  any  gentle- 
man can  have  any  doubts.  I  can't  see  what  is  to  be 
gained  by  postponement.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  had 
a  number  of  names  to  select  from,  and  it  is  to  be 
supposed  that  he  made  a  fair  selection.  I  find  very 
much  in  Mr.  Rockwell's  favor,  though  I  do  not 
know  him  personally.  We  all  know  Mr.  Chamber^ 
lin  and  Mr.  Sawyer,  and  I  can't  see  anything  to  be 
gamed  by  one  week's  delay.  It  would  n't  change  the 
final  result  at  all. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I -hope  we  shall  vote. 
The  gentlemen  ask  for  a  delay  of  a  week.  They 
have  had  a  week  already.  The  Aldermen  delayed  a 
week,  but  because  they  did  is  no  season  we  should. 
If  gentlemen  have  n't  taken  pains  to  inquire  who 
these  gentlemen  are,  it  is  no  reason  for  delay.  They 
may  not  inquire  in  the  week  to  come.  We  often  vote 
for  gentlemen  whom  we  have  not  seen.  We  must 
take  something  on  testimony.  We  have  had  some- 
thing before  us  tonight,  and  during  the  week  we  have 
had  some  very  strong  testimony  in  the  papers  in 
favor  of  General  Rockwell  and  the  others.  It  is 
objected  that  one  of  these  candidates  is  from  the 
city  of  Charlestown.  I  don't  think  a  man's  qualifi- 
cations for  office  should  depend  on  the  place  where 
he  lives.  I  think  the  mayor  is  peculiarly  fortunate. 
One  member  is  a  military  man,  who  is  a  first-class 
engineer  and  organizer.  For  the  second  member  we 
have  an  old  experienced  fireman  for  several  years 
and  the  present  Inspecter  of  Buildings,  in  both  of 
which  positions  he  has  opportunity  to  be  peculiarly 
fitted  for  the  position.  And  in  the  third,  we  have  an 
ex-Mayor  of  Charlestown — a  man  of  large  public  and 
business  experience.  I  think  it  is  a  fortunate  com- 
bination, and  I  hope  action  upon  it  will  not  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  flattered  myself,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  statements  I  have  made  to  the 
board  have  ordinarily  been  understood,  but  I  think 
I  have  not  been  tonight.  I  stated  not  one  word 
against  either  of  those  men  which  needed  to  draw 
out  one  argument  in  their  favor.  I  have  no  doubt 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  done  the  best  he  can.  I  in- 
tended to  vote,  and  now  intend  to  vote,  for  confirm- 
ation. What  I  said  was,  it  was  a  reasonable  request 
for  a  postponement  for  one  week.  My  friend  from 
Ward  9  bristles  up  here,  and  attempts  to  question  my 
motives.  Another  fiiend  comes  up  and  tells  a  story  of 
"Barings."  This  reminds  me  of  a  little  boy,  who  after 
being  perfumed  with  pomade  and  cologne,  rushed 
into  a  room  full  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  said, 
"Look  out!  if  any  of  you  folks  smells  a 
smell,  that 's  me."  [Laughter.]  Now,  if  any 
gentlemen  in  the  city  of  Boston  questions 
me  in  regard  to  principles  which  have  dictated  me  in 
the  advocacy  of  a  fire  commission,  I  will  answer  him 
at  any  moment,  and  my  friend  knows  that  if  any 
man  has  labored  for  the  last  four  or  five  months  for 
a  commission,  he  can't  deny  that  I  have.  I  have 
posted  myself  in  regard  to  it.  I  had  hoped  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  these  gentlemen.  I  know  Mr. 
Chamberlin,  and  think  him  very  competent  for  the 
position.  If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  seen  them, 
why  haven't  we?  If  tUey  have;  been  to  George 
Young's  or  Parker's,  and  had  a  sit  down  with  the 
Aldermen,it  is  all  right,but  why  have  n't  we  seen  them  ? 
I  did  hope  that  when  I  have  known  Mr.  Timothy  T. 
Sawyer,  by  reputation,  twenty-five  years  I  might  have 
seen  him.  I  am  satisfied  of  his  competency.  The 
others  may  be  equally  .competent.  If  the  Council 
shall  vote  not  'to  postpone  I  shall  heartily  vote  for 
confirmation. 

Mr.  Mahan  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  give  a  reason  for 
the  vote  which  I  shall  cast  in  favor  of  postponement 
till  next  Thursday  evening.  Some  gentlemen  manage 
to  get  up  their  pluck  when  they  have  numbers  behind 
them  and  that  gives  them  strength.  And  that  class 
of  people  with  numbers  behind  them  have  attacked 
those  who  are  smaller  in  number  than  themselves, 
and  have  indulged  in  just  such  arguments  as  we 
might  expect  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11.    He 
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talks  about  quibbles— that  members  of  this 
Council  who  vote  for  postponement  cannot 
give  their  reasons.  He  says  he  believes 
we  were  elected  upon  the  issue  of  a  fire 
commission.  I  am  not  a  part  of  those  so  elected. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  may  have  considered 
that  an  issue  in  his  ward,  but  it  was  not  the  issue  in 
the  ward  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent— "in 
part"  [Laughter].  Mr.  President,  I  certainly  was 
ready  to  vote  tonight  in  favor  of  confirmmg  the 
nominees,  but  when  a  member  of  this  body  asks  in 
fairness  that  he  shall  have  an  opportunity  "to  think 
over  the  matter,  when  a  member  says  he  desires  to 
vote  in  favor  of  confirmation,  but  is  not  ready  to- 
night, it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  hesitate  be- 
fore we  refuse  that  request.  I  think  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  would  like  to  have  a  unanimous 
confirmation  from  this  body.  The  Board  of 
Alderman  did  not  postpone  the  matter  one  week  as 
has  been  stated.  They  met  on  Monday  and  post- 
Doned  it  until  this  afternoon  and  have  voted  unani- 
mously for  confirmation,  only  one  member  being  ab- 
sent. Now,  it  comes  to  us  and  a  delay  of  one  week  is 
asked  for.  While  I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  we  should  object  to  a  man  simply  because  he 
belongs  out  of  the  city.  I  don't  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  had  any  doubt  about  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  question  is  to 
be  argued  liefore  the  cpurt  tomorrow,  and  before  we 
meet  again  the  Supreme  Court  will  have  decided  it. 
But  I  do  not  press  that  as  a  reason  for  delay.  I 
wish  to  be  uin.crslood  as  desiring  to  give 
members  of  this  body  courtesy.  When  they 
say  they  are  desirous  of  supporting  the  Mayor.  I  say 
give  them  an  opportunity.  I  can't  see  any  injury 
that  can  be  done.  I  have  opposed  a  commission,  and 
it  seems  that  some  members  of  this  body  imagine 
that  if  a  man  has  voted  against  a  measure  he  must 
always  raise  points  and  quibbles  for  delay.  You  will 
find  that  men  who  raise  such  small  matters  are  used 
to  them  and  can  act  accordingly.  I  have  no  such 
motive.  I  am  desirous  of  voting  and  am  ready  to 
vote  to  confirm,  but  I  shall  vote  for  postponement  as 
gentlemen  have  requested. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— There  is  good  reason  for 
believing  that  the  Supreme  Court  cannot  give  its  de- 
cision before  we  meet  again,  as  it  has  got  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  full  bench  by  Judge  Endicott.  I  don't 
see  that  that  is  any  argument.  Now,  here  are  two 
gentlemen  who  say  they  would  vote  for  confirmation 
it  it  is  not  postponed.  They  have  given  no  good  rea- 
san  for  postponement,  and  I  don't  think  the  gentle- 
man who  made  the  motion  has  one. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14—1  am  one  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  vote  for  confirmation  tonight,  if  the  Coun- 
cil shall  so  decide.  I  am  not  at  all  disappointed  in 
the  selection  of  these  commissioners.  It  is  just  as  I 
expected  it  would  be.  I  expected  we  would  have 
commissioners  who  don't  know  anything  about  the 
workings  of  the  Fire  Department.  They  may  be  able 
men,  but  I  feel  disappointed  that  men  are  not  put  on 
the  commission  who  know  something  about  the  de- 
partment. General  Rockwell  may  be  an  able  engi- 
neer. We  had  one  of  the  greatest  engineers  in  the 
country  blowing  up  buildings  in  the  great  fire,  and  a 
cheap  mechanic  who  never  earned  inore  than  three 
dollars  a  day  did  better  than  he  did.    Then,  too,  this 


commission  is  a  direct  slight  upon  the  present  Board 
of  Engineers.  I  suppose  it  is  the  same  here  as  else- 
where. Men  in  other  commissions  are  appointed  who 
do  not  know  anything  about  the  department.  In 
fact  a  gentleman  told  me  he  did  n't  know  any- 
thing about  the  business,  but  being  able  to  get  a 
thousand  dollars  a  year  more  than  in  his  profession, 
he  accepted.  I  think  Captain  Chamberlin  is  per- 
fectly competent,  and  after  the  first  year  or  two  he 
will  be  the  man  to  manage  the  department.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  vote  for  confirmation  tonight, 
but  I  should  really  like  to  see  the  gentlemen  first, 
and  see  them  personally,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall 
vote  for  postponement. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  postponement  and  resulted, 
21  yeas,  36  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brennan,  Dacey,  Dean, 
Edwards,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kelley, 
Kingsley,  Madden,  Mahan,  Martin,  McCue,  McKen- 
ney,  Shaw,  Thacher,  Wells,   Weston,  Woodward— 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bicknell,  Black- 
mar,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burt, 
Caton,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Darrow,  Davis.  Denny. 
Harrington,  Hine,  Holmes,  Lamb,  Loring,  Marston, 
Morse,  Page,  Pease,  Perkins,  Pickering,  Powers, 
Prescott,  Klsteen,  Tower,  Train,  Warren,  West, 
Whiston,  Wilbur,   Woods— 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bowles, 
Doherty,  Hall,  Upham— 5. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  the  vote 
on  confirmation  by  yeas  and  nays.    Lost. 

The  Council  voted  to  confirm  the  nominations, 
with  only  one  dissenting  voice,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward 
15. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward 
11  was  lost. 

UNrmiSHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  fitting  up  of  the  Bowditch 
Schoolhouse  to  accommodate  the  branch  of  the  Eng- 
lish High  and  Evening  schools  now  located  in  the 
city  building.  Mason  street.    Passed. 

THE   BURBILL   CLAIM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  substitute 
order  to  pay  the  assignee  of  Charles  Burrill  $40J)00, 
to  be  charged  to  Reserved  Fund,  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday  even- 
ing, at  nine  o'clock. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET   DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9,  the  order  for 
a  transfer  from  Reserved  Fund,  of  not  exceeding 
$5000,  to  cover  expenses  for  surveys,  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  contemplated  improvements  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District,  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
passed— yeas  46,  nays  0.  A  motion  to  reconsider  by 
Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  was  lost. 

A  PUBLIC  PARK. 

The  Chair  announced  as  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Public  Works,  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  Messrs.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Perkins 
of  Ward  6,  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Prescott  of  Ward  9,  and 
Boardman  of  Ward  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    17,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alderman 
Cutter,  chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  special  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  to 
serve  in  the  cases  of  the  United  States  against  Thom- 
as Goddard  and  Peter  B.  Brigham. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS   CONriRMED. 

Measurer  of  Marble,  Soapstone  and  Freestone- 
William  H.  Gary. 

Special  Police— John  Roach,  St.  .Joseph's  Church; 
Jeremiah  Tinkham,  in  connection  with  duties  as 
undertaker;  D.  T.  Harnden,  Fountain  street  and 
its  vicinity. 

INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  stating  that  he  had  appointed  Oliver  L.  Shaw 
Inspector  of  Buildings,  vice  David  Chamberlin,  re- 
signed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

PROTECTION   OF   THE   HARBOR. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor: 

Executive  Departmbkt,  City  Hall,  { 
Boston,  Nov.  17,  1873.      ( 
To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a   copy  of  a  commu- 
nication to  the  Harbor  Commissioners  from  General 
George  Thorn  .of  the  United  States   Engineers,  rela- 
tive to  the  taking  of  ballast  and  gravel  from  Long 
Island,  in  Boston  Harbor.    I  commend  to  your  care- 
ful consideration  the  statements  therein  contained. 
Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

United  States  Engineer's  Office,  I 
Portland,  Me.,  Nov.  7,  1873.  ) 
Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  C/iairman  Board  of  Harhm^ 
Commissioners,  No.  8  Pembertonsqvare,  Boston,  3Iass.: 
Dear  Sir— Since  my  letter  to  your  board  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  I  have,  in  compliance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  your  communication  of  the  16th  ultimo, 
caused  a  survey  to  be  made  of  that  part  of  Long 
Island  which  was  washed  over  by  the  storm  and  high 
tides  of  last  month;  and  I  have  also,  myself,  made 
an  examination  of  it.  This  survey  when  compared 
with  the  survey  of  the  same  locality,  made  in  1860  by 
Mr.  Henry  L.  Whitney,  shows— 

1.  That  both  the  eastern  and  western  shore  crests 
of  the  low  neck  of  land  which  connects  the  south 
head  with  the  main  part  of  Long  Island,  have  been 
considerably  weakened  since  1860  in  width  as  well  as 
in  height;  but  that  the  main  body  of  the  low  land 
does  not  appear  to  have  changed  materially  in  char- 
acter or  level. 

2.  That  "Sculpin  Channel"  has  been  somewhat 
encroached  upon,  the  twelve-feet  curve  being  now 
about  sixty  feet  farther  from  the  shore. 

It  also  appears  that  all  the  damage  thus  far  done 
has  been  caused  by  the  removal,  for  sale,  of  a  very 
large  quantity  of  stone  ballast,  shingle,  gravel  and 
sand  from  the  shores  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  with 
the  permission,  as  I  am  informed,  of  the  municipal 
authorities.  It  was  shown  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  that  gravel  to  the  amount  of  10,000 
or  12,000  tons  was  removed  to  T  wharf  alone,  from 
June  1  till  September.  Now,  if  this  removal  of  m  a- 
terial  be  permitted  to  continue,  it  will  doubtless 
result  in  the  opening,  at  no  distant  day  of  a  channel 
across  the  island,  to  the  great  injury  of  Sculpin 
Channel — a  state  of  things  that  even  now  will  be 
likely  to  take  place,  unless  some  action  be  soon 
taken  for  the  protection  and  strengthening  by  a  stone 
apron  work  or  otherwise  of  the  shores  thus  weak- 
ened. 

The  question  arises,  by  whom  this  work  should  be 
done;  the  owner  of  the  land  who  has  done  the  injury 
by  the  removal  and  sale  of  the  material,  or  the  munic- 
ipal authorities  which  have  granted  him  permission 
so  to  do.  I  do  not  think  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment should  be  called  upon,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  restore  the  shores  to  their  former  condi- 
tion. The  cost  of  a  suitable  apron  work  of  stone 
would  probably  be  about  $20,000.    At  present  there 


are  no  funds  in  my  charge  that  are  available  for  the 
purpose.  Very  respectfully 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  Thom, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineers, 
Brevet-Brigadier-General  U.  S.  A. 
Referred  to  the  Committee   on  Harbor  on  the  part 
of  the  Board. 

ORDERS    OP  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Haley,  Morse  & 
Co.,  to  use  steam  engine  at  411  Washington  street, 
was  considered,  and,  there  being  no  objection,  the 
petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

petitions   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Eliza  Mullen,  to  sell 
papers  on  Franklin  street,  rear  Washington  street. 

A.  L.  Fairbanks,  to  sell  papers  on  Boston  side  of 
the  ferry. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
Heirs  of  William  Brigham,  to  occupy  brick  stable  for 
sixty-four  horses  on  Washington  street,  Nos.  1043 
and  1045. 

James  A.  Bliss  et  al.,  remonstrating  against  erec- 
tion of  stable  on  Mercer  street  by  M.  T.  and  W. 
Glynn. 

George  H.  Cavanagh,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Frederick  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  et 
al.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  north  side  of  Ruggles 
street,  from  Tremont  to  Parker  street. 

Lucy  A.  Bailey,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Norfolk  avenue. 

George  L.  Johnson  et  al.,  that  the  bay  windows  on 
the  Goodnow  estate  on  West  Brookline  street  be  al- 
lowed to  remain. 

Edward  Brooks  et  al.,  that  the  grade  of  Perkins 
street  may  be  changed. 

P.  S.  Briggs,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  at  31^1  Sterling 
street. 

Joseph  F.  Paul,  to  carry  steampipe  over  Bristol 
street  for  heating  purposes. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company,  to  amend  its  former  petition  rel- 
ative to  defining  the  limits  within  which  it  may  erect 
a  station  and  depot. 

Freeborn  Adams,  Jr.,  and  eighty-six  others,  that 
Beach  street  be  widened  near  Washington  street 
without  delay. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Benevolent  Frater- 
nity of  Churches,  to  place  gas  lamp  on  sidewalk  of 
164  Hanover  street. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Police.  David  M.  Paine,  et  al., 
members  of  the  Police  Department,  to  be  paid  ifor  in- 
juries to  their  uniforms  while  detailed  on  the  burnt 
district,  in  1872. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. Leander  H.  Jones,  to  erect  a  wagon  shed  at;225 
Dorchester  avenue,  beyond  the  legal  limits. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Michael  Lane,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  a  sewer  on  Patrick 
Flynn's  estate,  on  Bolton  street. 

FROM  THE  water  BOARD. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board : 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston— By  vote  of  this 
board  I  am  directed  to  ask  the  City  Council  for  an 
additional  appropriation  to  meet  the  expenditures  of 
this  department  for  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
financial  year.  The  calls  upon  this  department  in 
consequence  of  the  large  fires  of  November  and  May 
last  have  been  exceptionally  urgent.  A  better  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  has  been 
the  demand  of  the  City  Government  and  the  public. 
This  "better  supply"  of  necessitjr  includes  the  lay- 
ing of  larger  pipes  in  certain  districts,  the  putting  in 
of  new  hydrants  and  a  somewhat  radical  change  in 
the  distributing  system  from  that  which  was  adopted 
something  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  All  these 
improvements  entail  large  expense ;  but  this  board 
has  not  hesitated  to  meet  the  general  demand  in  a 
liberal  spirit,  and  the  result,  so  far  as  safety  from 
great  conflagrations  is  concerned  seems  to  justify 
the  policy  pursued.  Nearly  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  have  been  expended  from  the  general 
appropriation  since  May  last  in  work,  the  cost 
of  which  was  not  included  in  the  regular  an- 
nual estimates.  The  larger  items  in  this  account  are 
chargeable  to  the  high  service  systems  of  Beacon 
Hill  and  South  Boston;  the  laying  of  larger  pipes  in 
important  streets;  the  laying  of  larger  feed  pipes;  ex- 
tension of  pipes  and  many  chanees  made  to  insure  a 
better  circulation  of  water  throughout  the  general 
system  of  distribution.  The  effect  of  these  changes 
on  the  low-service  system  has  been  an  increase  of 
head  or  pressure  in  the  pipes,  very  noticeable  to 
members  of  the  Fire  Department,  who  bear  strong 
evidence  as  to  the  improvement  produced.     The  ap- 
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propriation  for  Wards  13,  14,  15 and  16  will  be  ex- 
hausted during  l.his  month,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
some  $15,000  will  be  needed  for  work  recommended 
by  the  Board,  this  including  the  relaying  of  the  re- 
maining pipes  of  the  Motint  Warren  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany, now  nearly  useless  from  their  small  size  and 
bad  condition.  A  general  statement  of  the  means 
and  needs  of  this  department  may  then  be  repre- 
sented— 

General  appropriation  (not  inc]uding;Wards) $326,5300 

Amount  expended  up  to  November.l 281.498 

Leaving  balance $45,000 

Amount  yet  due  on  pipe  contracts 53,000 

Exceeding  appropriation ■. $8,000 

The  following  is  an    estimate  of  the  needs  for  the 
balance  of  the  year: 

Esthnated  expenditures  Nov.  1,  1878,  to  Mayl, 
1874,  for  salaries  matured  and  work,  this  being 

"  the  same  as  the  previous  year .$100,000 

Estimatedcost  of  furnishing  high  service  in  South 

Boston 20,000 

Estimated  expenditures  in  the  wards 15,000 

Estimated  expenditures  new  gates  for  reservoirs  4,000 

Estimated  expenditures  new  machinery  and  shop.  7,000 

Estimated  Inspectors'  debt 3,000 

Estimated  incidentals 18,000 

$167,000 
This,  with  the  .$8000  above  referred  to,  will  amount 
to  $175,000,  and  this  boaid  asks  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  this  amount.  Possibly  some  portion  of  the 
above  sums  will  not  be  expended  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  season,  but  it  is  deemed  quite  im- 
portant to  have  the  means  on  hand  to  continue  the 
work  if  the  weather  allows  it. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

John  A.  Haven, 

President. 
The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water. 

SBWEB  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  submitted  an  assess- 
ment for    the  construction    of  a  common   sewer  in 
Buckingham  street— -total,  $3173  81;     to  individuals 
$2380  36.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 
constable's  bond. 

The  bond  of  George  Richardson,  constable,  being 
certified  by  the  Treasurer,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  one  of  Skinner's 
patent  extension  ladders  and  tire  escapes,  at  a  cost 
of  $2600.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Brown, 
to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Orders  to  repair  the  draw  and  rebuild  the  founda- 
tions of  the  Broadway  Bridge;  and  for  a  loan  of 
$114,000  to  meet  the  expense  thereof. 

Alderman  Gibson  presented  the  report  of  the  City 
Engineer  on  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on- 
Bridges,  and  moved  that  the  order  lie  over  until  the 
report  could  be  printed. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  inquire  the  gen- 
tleman's reasons  for  having  the  report  printed. 

Alderman  Gibson —There  are  three  ways  to  repair 
or  rebuild  this  siructure  and  the  question  is  which  is 
the  best.  For  myself,  I  have  no  objection  to  pass- 
ing the  whole  thing  this  afternoon,  but  there  has 
already  been  a  very  large  amount  of  money  expended 
on  this  bridge  already,  and  it  has  never  been  In  re- 
pair twenty-four  hours  at  a  time. 

Alderman  Power— I  supposed  the  members  of  this 
Board  understood  that  matter,  and  I  always  thought 
the  Committee  on  Bridges  were  a  unit  on  the  plan 
which  they  recommended.  No  member  has  any  doubt 
that  the  plan  we  recommended  is  the  best  and  surest. 
There  were  three  plans  before  us,  and  the  one  we 
presented  to  this  Board  is,  I  believe,  acknowledged 
by  the  committee,  and  cannot  be  disputed  by  any- 
body, to  be  the  best,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best 
economy  for  the  city  to  adopt  it.  If  the  gentleman 
opposite  has  changed  his  mind,  and  thinks  it  is  not 
the  best  plan,  I  have  no  objection  to  having  this  re- 
port printed  and  circulated;  but  if  he  believes  in  the 
plan,  it  would  be  useless  to  have  this  long  report 
printed.  I  don't  see  how  it  will  change  matters  in  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  have  n't  changed  my  mind  at 
all  upon  the  plan  of  the  bridge,  but  I  had  some  ques- 
tions whether  or  not  that  place  would  not  be  tilled 
up  in  the  next  thirty  years.  If  so,  you  could  build  a 
structure  for  many  thousand  dollars  less,  to  stand 
twenty  years  or  more.  I  have  had  an  idea  that  that 
place  would  be  tilled  up  and  tui'ned  into  a  large  com- 
mon sewer.  I  think  tnis  is  the  best  plan.  Another 
plan  is  to  put  in  another  draw  and  let  the  present  pil- 
lars remain,  which  will  be  about  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars less.  Another  plan  still,is  toput  in  some  addition- 


al pneumatic  piling,  but  I  think  the  best  is  this  one  for 
a  solid  structure,  the  same  as  cutting  off  forty-five 
feet  from  Bunker-Hill  Monument  and  putting  it  un- 
der the  bridge.  Tne  pneumatic  piling  would  be  good 
for  thirty  years,  but  would  not  be  so  permanent  as 
the  other  arrangement.  Temporary  repair  of  the 
bridgecan't  be  depended  on  to  last  very  long.  If  the 
members  of  the  Board  are  satisfied  that  that  channel 
will  be  kept  open  for  all  time,  I  am  for  the  best  stone 
foundation  that  can  be  made. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  is  mistaken  in 
the  ditf  erence  between  the  costs  of  what  the  com- 
mittee think  is  the  best  plan  and  what  they  think  is 
the  next  best.  It  is  only  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  While,  of  course,  it  is  a  great  im- 
provement over  the  present  structure,  it  is  n't  a  re- 
liable thing,  and  the  Engineer  strongly  recommends 
the  best  plan  as  the  most  economical  for  the  city  to 
adopt.  Of  course  gentlemen  here  may  have  an  idea 
of  the  probability  of  that  channel  being  filled  up, 
but  it  does  n't  seem  to  me  that  it  could  be  done,  or 
that  it  will  ever  be  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  fill  it  up.  Therefore  the  committee  were 
unanimous  in  recommending  the  best  plan. 

Alderman  Hulbert— In  order  to  be  a  little  informed 
upon  this  question,  which  I  knew  would  come  up  this 
afternoon,  I  took  some  pains  to  learn  what  is  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  and  I  will  state  the  case  to 
the  Board  as  luHderstand  it,  and  give  my  reason  for 
approving  what  Alderman  Gibson  has  said     As  I  un- 
derstand It,  the  draw  of  the  Broadway  Bridge  is  in  a 
very  imperfect  condition;  the  bridges  to  the  draw  on 
either    side    are  in    good    order,    but    the    draw    is 
imperfect   and    ought    not     to     remain     as     it    is. 
I    understand    the    Engineer     to     state     that    the 
present    draw    can     be    repaired    at    an     expense 
of    about  sixteen  thousand    dollars,    to    answer    a 
temporary   purpose,    but   for  how   long   he  cannot 
tell.    I  understand  him  to  state  that  there  is  a  mode 
by  which  moderate-sized  stone  pillars  can  be  erected 
in  the  centre,  upon  which  the  present   structure,  or 
another  draw,  can  be  placed,  easing  the  present  sup- 
ports upon  which,  as  I  understand  it,  very  little 
weight  will  rest.    It  is  needless,  perhaps,  for  me  to 
explain  in  detail,  for  gentlemen  can  get  at  the  same 
information  that  I  have  had.     The  present  supports 
are  sustaining   quite   a  large  weight.    The  contem- 
plated change  by  the  Engineer  will  relieve  almost  en- 
tirely any  weight  from  the  post  remaining,  and  will 
simply  serve  to  steady  the  movement  of   the  draw. 
I  understand  the  Engineer  to  state  that  this  can  all 
be  done,  and  an  excellent  bridge  be  placed  there,  at 
an     expense     of     $78,000,     from     which     can     be 
deducted  the  amount  of  the  old  material  which  he 
estimates  at    $14,000.    If   the  city  will  continue  to 
use  the  present  draw  erected  over  a  new  foundation, 
then  he  says  it  can  be  done  at  an  expense  of  $62,000, 
so  that  the  expense  of  making  a  new  draw  is  $12,000 
more  than  would  be  that  of  using  the  old  draw  upon 
a  new  foundation.    The  other  plan  contemplated  in 
the  $114,000  plan,  is  very    much  larger,  dispensing 
with  the  present  circular  stone  foundation,  and  put- 
ting in  the    centre  square  columns    of  stone  upon 
which  the  bridge  shall  be  raised,  that  will  cost  $114.- 
000.      That,    in   the    eye    of    the  City  Engineer     is 
I  he    moit    complete  way  of  doing   it.    But  to    my 
mind     there     are     objecions    to     it,    because     it 
displaces     too     much     of     the     channel,    and     I 
think  the  Harbor  Commissioners  would  much  prefer 
the    smaller    stone    foundation.    I  also    apprehend, 
from  what  the  Engineer  stated  to  me,  that  they  will 
answer  every  purpose,  and  I  see  no   objection  in 
using  one  of  that  size  in  preference  to  the  other. 
The  question  of  obstructions  to  the  channel  are  to  be 
considered,,  and  this  expense  of  $74,000  may  answer 
the  purpose  as  well  as  the  others.    I  rose  simply  to 
second  tlie  motion  of  the  Alderman,   as  gentlemen 
may  obtain  intelligent  information  from  the  report. 
The  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson  was  carried. 

PAPERS   PEOM     THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Order  for  a  transfer  from  Reserved  Fund,  of  not 
exceeding  $.5000,  to  cover  expenses  for  surveys,  plans 
and  estimates  for  contemplated  improvements  on 
Northampton-street  district.  Passed — yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  Committee  on  Paving  to 
contract  for  the  construction  of  an  iron  bridge  at 
Dartmouth  street,  over  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad,  at  a  cost  of  not  exceeding  $1.55,000;  and  for 
a  loan  therefor,  came  up  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.    The  Board  concurred. 

A   PUBLIC  PARK. 

The  order  from  the  Council  appointing  Messrs. 
Shaw,  Perkins,  Flynn,  Prescott  and  Boardman,  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  a  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Public  Worics,  with  directions 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  one  or  more  public  parks  within  this 
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city,  was  laid  on  the  table  on   motion   of   Alderman 
Gibson.    Subsequently  Alderman  Clark  said — 

Mr.  Chairman — The  order  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  special  committee  to  take  into  consideration 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  public  park  has 
been  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  disposed  of  this 
evening.  It  is  getting  pretty  late  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  subject  ol  that  magnitude,  and  longer 
delay  should  not  be  made.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  explain  his  position,  and  unless  he  has.  good  rea- 
sons, I  shall  move  to  take  the  order  from  the  table, 
that  it  may  be  passed  this  evening. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  seems  to'me  that  before  we 
go  into  a  public  park  the  circle  of  the  city  should  be 
completed.    We  have  already  joined  on  Cbarlestown, 
West  Roxbury  and  BrigMon,  and  there  are  contem- 
plations of    other  outside  connections.      After  we 
get  the  territory  laid  out  will  be  time  enough  to  talk 
about  a  park.     We  are  in  panicky  times;    taxes  have 
got  to  go  up  by  thousands  next  year.     We  already 
have  magnificent  drives  all  round  us.     The  commit- 
tee have  only  till  January  to  work  in,  and  it  is  n't  at 
all  probable   that  they    will    fix    upou    any    place 
to    be    cated    upon    by    the    present    City     Gov- 
ernment.   There  will  be  so  large  an  additional  cost 
that  it  doesn't  seem  to  me  that  it  will  be  warranted 
by  the  tax  payers.  Such  a  thing  ought  to  be  taken  up 
by  a  government  that  can  run  it  through,  without 
having  to  abandon  it  to  some  other  government.     As 
it  is,  the  whole  thing  will  be  put  away  on  the  first  of 
January.    My  object  in  having  it  lie  on  the  table 
was  to  consult   v/ith  members  of    the  Board.      Of 
course,  if  the  gentlemen  wish  it  in  these  panicky 
times,    I    don't    mean    to     join    issue    with    them. 
Alderman   Clark — Mr.    Chairman,   it   seems  to  me 
that  there  can  be  no  objection  to  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  lay- 
ing out  a  public  park  commensurate  with  the  growth 
and  business  of  the  city  of   Boston.     It  isn't   to   be 
presumed  that  the  present  City   Government    will 
have  much  to  do  with  laying  out  this  park,  but  it  can 
begin.    I  presume  some  legislation  will   be  desired 
before     a     park     can     be     laid     out  ;     therefore 
there    will    be    no    harm    in    appointing    the    com- 
mittee    to     take     it     into    consideration.      If    it 
is     left     to     the     next     City     Government    it    is 
January  before    they  come  in,  and  it  is  February  be- 
fore they    go    to  work  and  the  Legislature  adjourns 
before    anything    can    be    done.    I  am    decidedly  in 
favor  of    laying   out  a  public  park  where  people  can 
have  an  opportunity  to  go,  as  well  as  those  citizens 
who  are  able  to  drive  by  the  magnificent  residences 
in  the  vicinity  of   the  city.    If    the  object  is  to  delay 
the   matter  and   let  it   go  over  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment, I  am  opposed    to  it.    But   if    it   is    simply 
to    lie   over   a    week    I   do    not    object.     It   is  n't 
much     matter    whether     the     times    are    panicky 
or  not.   I  believe  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Boston 
demand  that  some  action  be  taken  looking  toward  a 
public  park  that  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  city. 
We  have  a  Public  Garden,  but  there  are  people  living 
today  who  will  see  the  Public  Garden  in  the  centre 
of  business,  which  will  reach  up  as  far  as  Charles 
street.     And  the  great  majority  will   reside  in  the 
section  where,  I  trust,  we  shall  have  a  park  or  series 
of  parks.    There  is  no  city  so  susceptible  of  hav- 
ing    a    park    or    series    of    parks,    and    no    city 
where    one    can    be   laid    out    with    so    little    ex- 
pense.     It  will    cost  money,  as  all  great    improve- 
ments do.    Public  improvements  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  a  city  and  t.'iat 
is  what  we  have  to  look  after.     We  have   a  sufficient 
amount  of  territory  belonging  to  the  city  for  the 
building  of  a  park  that  will  surpass  those  of  Phila- 
delphia or  Brooklyn.     We  expect  to  see  Brookline 
annexed  during  the  coming  winter,  and  land  can  be 
obtained  for  a  very  small  price  in  Brookline,  West 
Roxbury  and  Dorchester.    There  is  no    reason  why 
steps  should  not  be  taken  at  once  looking  to  snch  a 
series  of  parks  as  the  people  demand.      1   trust  the 
subject  will  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  today,  un- 
less at  the  special  request  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
1  to  have  it  lie  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  should  be  glad  to  see  this 
thing  lie  on  the  table  for  a  week. 

Alderman  Clark — I  have  no  objection  to  a  delay  of 
one  week,  but  if  it  is  to  stave  off  this  thing  to  the 
next  government,  I  shall  object. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  that  this  is  a  very  important 
matter.  I  consider  it  a  great  mistake  an  d 
misfortune  that  three  years  ago,  when  this 
matter  was  brought  before  the  people,  an 
unfortunate  amendment  was  made  to  the  law 
requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  before  we  could  establish 
a  park.  It  vvill  be  remembered  that  a  very  large  ma- 
jority were  for  the  park,  and  I  regret,  that  that 
amendment  was    put    in    to  kill   the  project  at  that 


time.  As  the  gentleman  has  said,  take  any  of  the 
great  cities  of  America— they  all  have  their  parks 
and  are  proud  of  them,  and  Boston,  which  does  n't 
intend  to  be  behind  them,  should  have  its  public 
park  also.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  any  action  of  the 
Board  this  afternoon  will  not  be  interpreted  as  un- 
favorable action  on  the  subject.  I  move  the  order  be 
taken  from  the  table  and  specially  assigned  for  next 
Monday  at  five  o'clock. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

KBPOBTS    OF   COMMITTEES.     - 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
cences, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  James  A.  Jones,  169  North  street;  Dolliver,  Cur- 
rier &  Co.,  corner  of  Federal  and  Milk  streets;  Pat- 
rick Canny,  439  Hanover  and  Battery  street;  Braaley 
&  Simnson,  74  Leverett  street,  victuallers,  and  Ferry 
&  Anderson,  innholders,  217  South  and  llOKneeland. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  application 
of  E.  S.  Hamblin,  e<  a^.,  to  give  dramatic  entertain- 
ment at  Institute  Hall  Nov.  27;  to  J.  S.  Rogers,  to 
exhibit  panorama  in  Ward  16  Nov.  17-18;  George 
Mahoney,  and  six  other  minors,  for  newsboys'  li- 
cense; L.  B.  Sheaf,  «<  al,  for  transfer  of  wpgon  li- 
censes; W.  B.  Stacey,  to  give  concert  in  Tremont 
Temple  Nov.  19;  George  F.  Pratt,  for  hack  stand  on 
North  Devonshire  street  at  State  street;  George  L. 
Pierce,  for  transfer  of  license  for  intelligence 
oftice  to  Edward  Boyd;  J.  T.  Murray,  for  hack  stand 
on  Tremont  street;  John  Somers,  for  transfer  of 
hack  licenses.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward.,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  locate  and  use 
stable  for  sixty  horses  on  Marlborough  street,  pro- 
vided it  be  placed  upon  the  southeasterly  corner  of 
Marlborough  and  Parker  streets;  and  of  C.  E.  Drew 
on  Parker  street;  J.  A.  King.  Clayton  street;  H.  R. 
Surles,  Culvert  street,  for  leave  to  occupy  stables; 
David  A.  Berry,  to  alter  wooden  store  into  stable. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Brett,  re- 
ported the  following  order,  ^recommending  its  pas- 
sage : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  authorized  to 
close  a  portion  of  Oneida  street  against  the  passage 
of  vehicles  during  the  reconstruction  of  the  walls  of 
a  building  numbered  320  Harrison  avenue,  as  i  equired 
by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 
Order  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Markets, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathan  Rob- 
bins  et  al.,  poultry  dealers  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
for  a  modification  of  section  14  of  the  market  ordi- 
nance, reported  the  accompanying  order,  recom- 
mending its  passage: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
relating  to  Faneuil  Hall  Market  by  which  the  dealers 
In  poultry  in  said  market  will  be  relieved  from  the 
onerous  restrictions  now  resting  upon  them  in  regard 
to  the  sale  of  undressed  poultry. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  would  explain  that  the  ordi- 
nance doesn't  allow  market  dealers  tojsell  poultry 
with  the  heads  on.  All  the  dealers  outside  do  sell 
them,  even  on  the  opposite  side  of  North  and  South 
Market  streets,  with  the  heads  and  wings  on,  and 
that  gives  them  an  advantage.  The  dealers  in  the 
jnarkets  desire  to  have  the  ordinance  changed  so 
that  they  will  be  on  an  equality  with  those  outside. 

Alderman  Hulbert— Will  the  Alderman  explain 
why  the  ordinance  stands  as  it  does? 

Alderman  Gibson— That  I  can't  say.  I  think  the 
market  men  ought  to  have  the  same  privileges  as 
those  on  the  street  around  them.  The  market  men 
are  obliged  to  take  them  off,  while  others  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  street  are  not. 

Alderman  Hulbert- 1  would  ask  if  the  ordinance  as 
it  now  stands  is  n't  a  proper  one,  and  the  best  for  the 
city  to  require  as  a  rule  inside  the  markets. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  would  be  better  to  amend 
the  ordinance  one  way  or  the  other,  making  those 
outside  sell  on  the  same  plan  as  those  inside.  Thirty- 
three  per  cent,  of  the  poultry  selling  is  done  outside 
of  the  market  limits,  and  it  is  unfair  to  give  this 
privilege  to  outsiders.  We  ought  to  have  the  thine 
uniform. 

On  motifm  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  the  repoit  was  re- 
committed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  East 
Boston  Ferries,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
the  directors  of  the  Jerries  for  an  extra  appropria- 
tion for  the  new  ferry  boat,  submitted  a  report  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $3000  be  appropriated  to 
pay  the  extra  expenses  incurred  in  finishing  and  fur- 
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nishing  the  new  ferry-boat  Winthrop,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  East  Boston  Ferries. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  in 
reference  to  annexinf;  a  portion  of  the  town  of 
Broolvline,  so  as  to  form  a  connection  between  the 
old  portion  of  the  city  and  Brighton,  made  a  report, 
recommending  the  passaf,e  of  the  order  in  the  fol- 
lowing new  draught: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session,  to 
annex  to  the  city  of  Boston  so  much  of  the  town  of 
Brookline  as  lies  north  of  the  southerly  line  of  Brieh- 
ton  avenue,  together  with  such  other  and  additional 
lands  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  in  order  to  form 
a  suitable  and  convenient  connection  between  Brigh- 
ton and  the  old  portion  of  the  city. 

Accompanying  the  above  is  a  minority  report  sign- 
ed by  Councilman  Perkins  of  Waid  6,  dissenting 
from  the  report  of  the  majority,  on  the  ground  that 
it  does  not  sufticiently  sei  forth  what,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  on  the  City  Council,  constitutes  a 
convenient  connection  between  the  city  proper  and 
the  recently  annexed  territory  of  Brighton,  and  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session,  to 
annex  to  the  city  of  Boston  so  much  of  the  town  of 
Brookline  as  lies  north  of  the  southerly  line  of  Bea- 
con street,  between  the  Boston  and  Brookline  line  at 
St.  Mary's  street,  and  the  Brighton  line. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Quincy, from  the  Committee  on  Armories, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Company  F, 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  reported  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  F,  First  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  1867  Washington  street,  be 
discontinued  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1873,  and  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory 
now  occupied  by  said  company  at  the  junctioi)  of 
Warren  and  Palmer  streets,  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1873,  and  continuing  until 
otherwise  ordered;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed orders  to  pay  Benjamin  G.  Boardman  $:3000,  on 
account  of  widening  Congress  street  upon  his  estate 
next  Milk  street;  and  M.  P.  Grant  and  C.  W.  Lover- 
ing,  J.  P.  Putnam  and  M.  P.  Grant,  trustees,  $2400  m, 
for  land  taken  from  Otis  Daniell  and  others,  trustees, 
in  widening  Cambridge  street.    Severally  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed an  order  directing  Harriet  Wiswell,  Hugh  Nawn, 
Noah  D.  Joyce,  Edwin  Ray  and  Donald  Kennedy  to 
remove  ODstructions  from  Walnut  avenue  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  December.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  of  seven  hundred 
dollars  assessed  upon  the  estate  of  C.  W.  Loring  and 
others,  trustees,  numbered  20  on  Edinboro'  street, 
for  the  widening  of  Kingston  street,  by  an  order  of 
this  Board  of  Dec.  26, 1871,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
reduced  one-half,  to  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  which  now  remains  as  the  betterment 
on  "said  estate  for  said  widening. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaftield— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  directed  to  provide  for  the  use  of  the  Master  of 
the  Lincoln  School  a  private  office  in  the  Lincoln 
School  Building,  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public 
Buildings. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Samuel  P. 
Loud  for  postponement  of  collection  of  sewer  assess 
ment  in  Dorchester  avenue;  and  no  action  necessary 
on  remonstrance  of  Walter  H.  French  ef.  al.  against 
proposed  sewer  in  Parker  street.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  assessments  for  sewers  in 
Washington,  Warren  and  East  streets,  reported  that 
they  are  correct,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  or- 
ders for  collection.  The  orders  were  severally 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $9fi  CJ  be  abated  from  J. 
I.  Bowditch,  for  a  sewer  in  Summer  street,  and  the 
same  amount  assessed  upon  Mortimer  C.  Ferris;  that 
$G4  04  be  abated  from  Howard  Stockton,  agent,  for  a 
sewer  in  Summer  street,  and  the  same  amount  as- 
sessed upon  Patrick  Donahoe;  that  $189  98  be  abated 
from  George  H.  Kuhn,  trustee,  for  a  sewer  in  Summer 


street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  the  Mas- 
sachusetts General  Hospital. 

Read  onee. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tion of  Ross  Manufacturing  Company  to  use  engine 
at  72  Dorchester  avenue.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library,  for  the  usual 
annual  appropriation,  reported  the  following  order 
recommending  its  passage: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  section  10,  chapter  33,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  and  chapter  215  of  the  acts  of  1863,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  Appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  Dover-street  Bridge  be  closed  to 
public  travel  on  Monday,  the  24th  inst.,  and  remain 
closed  until  the  repairs  thereon  are  completed. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  lease  the  green- 
house on  the  Public  Garden  from  the  expiration  of 
the  last  lease  until  the  1st  of  July  next,  upon  such 
terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the 
city. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  in  reference 
to  the  settlement  with  William  Gray  for  land  taken 
in  extending  West  Chester  Park  to  Beacon  street,  re- 
ported that  the  order  ought  to  pass.  Report  accepted, 
and  order  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed,  in  behalf 
of  this  Board,  to  prepare  and  revise  the  voting  lists 
for  Wards  17,  19,  20,  31,  22,  to  be  used  at  the  ensuing 
municipal  election,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to 
employ  such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
"Registration  of  Voters." 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  R.  H.  Wis- 
well to  be  paid  for  Warren-street  damages — upon  his 
own  request,  until  settlement  with  the  owners  of  the 
property  he  leases.    Accepted. 

LIMITS  OF  SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following,  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters, who  were  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  petitioning  the  Legislature  to  annex  the  city  of 
Chelsea  and  the  towns  of  Revere  and  Winthrop  to 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report:  By 
an  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  in  17.38,  "all  the 
lands  within  the  town  of  Boston,  heretofore  called 
Winnlsimmet,  Rumney  Marsh  and  Pullen  Point" 
were  "erected  into  a  township  by  the  name  of  Chel- 
sea." In  1846  a  portion  of  this  territory  was  incor- 
porated into  a  separate  town  by  the  name  of  North 
Chelsea.  In  1852  a  portion  of  North  Chelsea  was  in- 
corporated as  the  town  of  Wintnrop. 

Simultaneously  with  the  passage  of  the  original 
act  establishing  the  city  of  Boston,  an  act  was  pass- 
ed to  regulate  the  administration  of  justice  within 
the  County  of  SufTolk  (Chapter  109,  1821),  which  pro- 
vided among  other  things  that  the  town  of  Chelsea 
should  not  be  liable  to  taxation  for  any  county  pur- 
poses until  the  Legislature  should  otherwise  order. 

In  1831  an  act  was  passed  providing  that  the  con- 
nection which  by  law  then  subisted  between  the  city 
of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Chelsea  should  continue 
upon  the  following  conditions:  First--That  Chelsea 
should  release  to  Boston  all  right,  title  and  interest  to 
the  county  property,  and  should  also  relinquish  to  Bos- 
ton the  exclusive  care  and  management  of  the  court 
houses,  jails.  House  of  Correction  and  all  other 
lands,  buildings  and  establishments  deemed  county 
property;  second,  that  Boston  should  be  at  liberty  to 
apply  from  time  to  time  to  the  Legislature  for  any 
alterations  in  the  laws  respecting  county  or  munici- 
pal courts,  or  the  administration  of  justice  without 
interference  from  Chelsea;  third,  that  Chelsea  might 
at  any  time  apply  to  the  Legislature  to  be  set  off 
from  the  county  of  Suffolk  to  any  other  county  with- 
out opposition  from  Boston. 

It  was  provided  further  that  the  act  should  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force  so  far  as  respects  the  connec- 
tion between  Boston  and  Chelsea,  for  the  space  of 
twenty-five  years,  and  thence  afterwards  until  the 
same   should   be   altered   by    the   Legislature,    un 
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less  Chelsea  should  in  the  meantime  apply 
to  the  Legislature  and  be  set  off;  provided,  however, 
that  the  riehts  of  property  acquired  by  Boston  under 
the  act  should  remain  forever  vested  in  said  city. 
The  substantial  provisions  of  this  act  were  subse- 
quently incorporated  into  the  General  Statutes. 

This  connection  existed  undisturbed  for  a  period 
of  forty  years,  double  the  length  of  time  contemplat- 
ed by  the  statute.  In  1871  the  attention  of  the  City 
Government  of  Boston  was  particularly  directed  to 
the  subject  by  the  receipt  of  a  requisition  from  the 
County  Commissioners  of  Middlesex  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  large  sum  of  money  for  damages  caused  by 
laying  out  a  highway  in  Chelsea.  Application  was 
immediately  made  to  the  Legislature  to  relieve  this 
city  from  such  assessments  m  the  future,  and  an 
act  was  passed  in  1872  (Chapter  91)  providing 
that  no  part  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  laying 
out,  widening,  alteration,  discontinuance,  building 
or  repair  of  any  highway,  bridge,  or  other  way  of 
travel  in  the  city  of  Chelsea  or  the  towns  of  Revere 
and  Winthrop  should  be  assessed  upon  the  county  of 
Suffolk  or  the  city  of  Boston. 

All  other  expenses  for  county  purposes  continue  to 
be  borne  exchisively  by  this  city.  The  gross  ex- 
penditures for  the  county  of  Suffolk  during  the  pres- 
sent  financial  year  are  es'timated  at  $325,000,  and  that 
sum  has  been  appropriated  by  the  City  Council.  Chel- 
sea, Revere  and  Winthrop,  containing  about  one- 
twelfth  of  the  population  of  the  county,  pay  no  part 
of  this  sum,  which,  except  for  this  peculiar  arrange- 
ment, would  be  properly  chargeable  upon  them  in 
proportion  to  their  valuation. 

If  an  attempt  is  made  to  adjust  this  burden  equita- 
bly by  assessing  these  corporations  for  their  portion 
of  the  county  expenses  a  question  immediately 
arises  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  assessment  shall 
be  made.  It  is  hardly  probablo  that  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  Boston  would  be  allowed  to  have  the 
sole  care  and  management  of  property  for  which  the 
other  portions  of  the  county  were  taxed. 

Apart  from  this  the  connection  is  open  to  objec- 
tion on  account  of  the  complications  which  it  leads 
to  in  the  management  of  the  public  business.  Chel- 
sea. Revere  and  Winthrop  take  part  in  the  election 
of  District-Attorney,  Sheriff,  Clerks  of  Courts,  Reg- 


ister of  Probate,  Register  of  Deeds  and  Commission 
ers  of  Insolvency  for  the  County  of  Suffolk;  and  of 
County  Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Middlesex. 
The  Street  Commissioners  of  Boston  have  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  County  Commissioners  in  Suffolk 
County,  with  certain  exceptions. 

The  Treasurer  of  this  city  is,  ex-ofiic'o,  the  Treas- 
urer «)f  the  county.  The  Aldermen  constitute  the 
County  Board  of  Accounts;  and  have  the  care  and 
management  of  the  county  buildings. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  such  an  anomalous 
condition  of  things  should  have  been  suffered  to  con- 
tinue so  long;  and  it  seems  necessary  only  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  subject  in  order 
to  have  the  present  arrangement  terminated,  either 
by  the  annexation  of  Chelsea  and  the  two  towns  to 
Boston,  or  to  another  county. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  committee, 

S.  M.  QuiNCT,  Chairrran. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  set  off  the  city  of  Chelsea 
and  the  towns  of  Revere  and  Winthrop  from  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  and  annex  them  to  the  County  of 
Middlesex. 

TAKEN  PKOM  THE   TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  submit  their  re- 
port in  print  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table  in  order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  committee 
upon  it.  The  committee  were  surprised  to  see  it 
coming  in  at  so  late  a  day.  But  if  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  other  branch  that  a  report  of  the  labor  done  oe 
made  at  this  late  day,  the  committee  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  printed  City 
Document  No.  123,  being  the  final  report  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Oouncil, 

NOVEMBER    30,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  B.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  were  acted  upon  in  concurrence. 

Petitions  of  Leander  H.  Jones  and  Freeborn 
Adams.    Eeferred,  in  concurrence. 

Final  report  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Ihe  Fire  Department.  (City  Document  No.  12.3, 
1873.    Placed  on  file. 

Request  of  Water  Board  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $17.'j,0U0.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Water. 

Message  from  the  Mayor,  appointing,  subject  to 
approval,  Oliver  L.  Shaw  as  Inspector  of  Buildings, 
in  place  of  David  Chamberlin,  resigned.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

Order  to  provide  for  the  use  of  the  master  of  the 
I.iiicoln  School  a  private  office  in  said  school  build- 
ing. Passed,  under  a  .suspension  of  the  rules  on 
motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  Ifi. 

Report  in  favor  of  passage  of  order  for  the  city  to 
assume  payment  of  l)altermeiit  that  may  be  assessed 
for  extension  of  West  Chester  park  upon  other  land 
taken  from  Willliam  Gray  iu  settement  for  land 
taken  under  the  Street  Commissioners'  order  of  June 
30.     Accepted,  and  order  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  purchase  to  be 
made  of  one  of  Skinner's  patent  extension  ladders 
and  fire  escapes,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $2fi00. 
Referred  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Report  and  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $3000  to 
be  made  to  pay  the  extra  expenses  incurred  in  finish- 
ing and  furnishing  the  new  ferry  boat  Winthrop. 
Order  read  once. 

Order  authorizing  a  lease  to  be  made  of  the  green- 
house on  the  Public  Garden,  from  the  expiration  of 
the  last  lease  till  July  1  next.     Passed. 

The  following  was  read  once: 

Report  and  order  to  discontinne  allowance  for  rent 
of  armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  F,  First 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  1807  Washington  street,  from 
lirst  of  October  last;  and  to  allow  ,$800  per  annum  to 
be  paid  for  rent  of  armory  now  occupied  by  said 
company,  at  .iunction  of  Warren  and  Palmer  streets, 
beginning  on  first  of  October,  and  continuing  till 
otherwise  ordered. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  received  concurrent  action : 

Order  authorizing  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
to  purchase  one  of  Holloway's  self-acting  chemical 
engines,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1500.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  to  be  made  for  water 
pipes  and  other  materials  required  to  provide  an  ad- 
equate supply  of  water,  the  expense  not  to  exceed 
$^00,000.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Sewers,  $30,000.  Passed— Yeas  43, 
nays  0. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  M^ard  10  presented  the  petition  of 
H.  IS.  &  B.  R.  Tilton  &  Cowdin  and  other  business 
men  and  property  owners  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany 
and  Dover  streets,  for  the  location  of  a  steam  fire 
engine  on  Albany  street,  near  Dover  street.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13  presented  the  petition  of 
John  A.  Scott  and  others,  members  of  Company  D, 
First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M..  for  an  appro- 
priation of  two  thousand  dollars  for  repair  of  armo- 
ry.   Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  presented  the  petition  of 
Boynton  Brothers  for  an  extension  of  time  to  build 
on  two  lots  of  land  on  Columbus  avenue,  corner  of 
Northampton  street.  Also  the  petition  of  J.  B. 
Smith  for  an  extension  of  time  to  build  upon  a  lot 
on  Albany  street,  corner  of  Concord  street.  Sever- 
ally referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  presented  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Marshall  for  leave  to  enlarge  his  wooden 
building  at  .327  Chelsea  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

BEQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  presented  the  following, 
which  on  his  motion  was  sent  up: 


The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  beg  leave  to  represent  that  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  will  be  required  to  meet  the  nec- 
essary expenses  of  their  department  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  financial  year. 

The  expenditures  for  the  seven  months  ending 
November  1st  are  as  follows. 

Salary  of  Superintendent $1,166  67 

Food  for  deer,  ducks  and  swans 185  62 

Wateriug;  streets 1,000  00 

Settees,  sigDS,railingaround  fountain  and  urinal    1,964  71 

Bird  houses .324  00 

Tools,  machines  and  hardware 1,249  43 

Printing  and  stationery 13  50 

Advertising 120  02 

Committee  expenses 42160 

Common— labor,  teaming,  gravel,  etc 16,730  22 

Public  Garden— labor,  etc 16,733  86 

Chester  square— labor,  etc 2.054  21 

Commonwealth  avenue— labor,  etc 5,150  96 

East  Boston— labor,  etc 662  99 

Fountain  square 342  4'1 

Madison  square— labor,  etc 2,983  70 

Meeting  House  Hill— repairs  on  fences 1175 

Orchard  Park— labor,  etc 5,964  93 

South  Boston  squares— labor,  etc 10,862  10 

South  End  squares— labor,  etc ..    1,672  91 

Street  Trees— labor 581  00 

Lewis  Park— repairs  Jon  fence 22  92 

Longwood  Park— labor,  etc 369  71 

Washington  Park— labor,  etc 7,982  34 

i?78,57l  5-> 

Appropriation  for  1873-74 |80,000  00 

Payments 78  571  55 

Balance  unexpended $1,428  45 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Superintend- 
ent that  there  will  be  required,  in  addition  to  the 
balance  unexpended,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  namely — 

For  labor $7,000  00 

To  complete  work  already  authorized  by  the 
City  Council 5,000  00 

$12,000  00 
It  should  be  stated,  in  justice  to  the  committee, 
that  the  appropriation  made  for  the  present  financial 
year  was  ten  thousand  dollars  less  than  the  appro- 
priation made  for  last  year,  and  that  the  additional 
amount  asked  for  at  this  time  is  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  expenditures  ordered  by  the  City  Council, 
and  not  contemplated  when  the  appropriation  was 
made.  Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 
John  T.  Clark.  Chairman. 

ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  M.  J.  Dunn  for  reimbursement  of  expenses 
for  armory  of  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  'V^. 
M.,  reported  the  following  order,  recommending  its 
passage: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  M.  J. 
Dunn,  late  Captain  of  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment, 
M.  V.  M.,  the  sum  of  forty-eight  dollars  and  forty-six 
cents,  to  reimburse  him  for  personal  expenses  in- 
curred for  rent  of  armory  occupied  by  Company  B, 
Ninth  Regiment,  at  No.  577  Washington  street. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  same  Committee  on 
Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Com- 
pany E,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  for  a 
new  armory,  reported  that  no  action  on  the  part  of 
the  committee  is  necessary,  and  recommended  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
occupied  by  Company  E^  First  Battalion  of  Infantry, 
M.  V.  M.,  in  Revere  Hall,  Bowdoin  square,  be  dis- 
continued on  and  after  the  18th  inst.,  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  Commonwealth  having  notified  the 
city  that  it  would  not  be  required  to  furnish  an  ar- 
mory to  said  company  after  that  date. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  from  the  same  committee  sub- 
mitted the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  an  additional  sum,  not  exceeding 
$200,  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the  headquarters  of 
the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $600  in  re- 
pairing and  furnishing  thearmoiy  occupied  by  Com- 
pany A.,  First  Battalion  of  Light  Artillery,  M.  V.  M., 
In  Cooper  street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 

The  reports  having  been  accepted  and  the  orders 
read  ttice,  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  said- 
It  is  very  necessary  that  the  repairs  contemplated 
be  commenced  before  the  weather  gets  cold.  I  move 
that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  orders  be  passed. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  several  orders 
passed— yeas  37,  nays  0 
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SOtrP  FOR  THK  POOR. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  to  consist 
of  the  standing  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  of  the  Common  Council  on  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, be  appointed,  with  instructions  to  provide 
soup  for  the  deserving  poor  of  the  city,  the  same  to 
be  carried  out  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
Chief-of-Police,  and  to  commence  as  soon  as  said 
joint  committee  shall  consider  expedient;  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  am  accustomed,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  give  a  reason  for  everything  which  I  do,  and 
in  this  case  I  wish  to  state  that  it  is  earlier  in  the 
season  than  this  custom  has  heretofore  been  intro- 
duced. It  is  very  well  known  by  everybody  that  this 
-is  an  extraordinarily  hard  year  It  has  been  stated  in 
the  press  that  this  month  of  November,  thus  far,  has 
been  colder  than  any  similar  time  for  the  last  twenty- 
tive  years.  It  is  also  very  well  known  that  there  are 
thousands  of  deserving  persons  out  of  employment 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  is  also  very  well  known 
that  the  cause,  proceeding  as  it  does,  directly  and  in- 
directly, from  the  panic,  is  not  seen  so  much  here  as 
it  is  in  other  cities.  Nevertheless,  It  is  evident.  I  have 
in  the  last  two  weeks,  been  called  upon  by  persons 
who  are  suffering  for  want  of  food  and  raiment,  and 
have  become  so  specially  for  want  of  employment.  The 
natural  consequence  is  poverty,  which  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. This  afternoon  I  have  been  waited  on  by 
two  sisters  of  charity — not  by  name,  but  by  nature — 
who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  poor  of 
the  city,  and  I  have  become  satisfied  that  now  is  the 
time  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  I  can  relate  instances 
of  needy  persons  having  called  upon  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor — and  I  will  not  say  refused,  but  the  granting 
of  the  request  was  accompanied  with  so  much  red 
tape  that  they  were  almost  starved  while  waiting  for 
the  assistance  rendered.  It  seems  to  me  that  now  is 
the  best  time  to  meet  this  demand.  It  is  not  known 
generally  to  what  extent  this  matter  has  gone 
on  from  18B8  to  1873  inclusive,  and  I  have  some 
figures  on  the  subject,  which  I  will  give.  The 
delivsry  of  soup  for  1873  commenced  January  4 
and  closed  March  9,  having  continued  eighty-five 
days.  The  number  of  families  supplied  (reckon- 
ing each  day  they  applied)  was  17,382;  number 
of  meals  furnished  in  all  88,541  (one  quart  for 
each  meal);  gallons  of  soup  furnished.  22.174; 
cost  of  the  whole,  something  less  than  $3500 
(which  was  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  City 
Council);  cost  per  quart,  less  than  four  cents. 
I  have  taken  some  pains,  Mr.  President,  with- 
in a  few  days,  to  inquire  of  the  Chief-of-Police  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  soup  has  been  dealt  out, 
and  I  have  become  satisfied  that  there  is  no  other 
source  as  capable  as  that  department  for  distributing 
this  supply.  The  police  have  used  very  great  dili- 
gence in  dealing  out  the  supplies,  and  great  discre- 
tion in  regard  to  the  parties  supplied,  and  they  have 
done  an  immense  deal  of  good,  fndividuals  are  now 
waiting  upon  the  poor  in  this  city — and  they  are  not 
persons  with  very  much  means  either  —  the  la- 
dies to  whom  I  have  referred  —  they  have  small 
means  but  large  hearts,  and  in  their  veins 
runs  human  blood.  I  have  seen  inhuman- 
ity displayed  by  narties  who  have  been  applied  to  for 
charity,  and  therefore  I  say,  in  distinction  from 
them,  that  the  parties  who  have  called  upon  me  have 
exhibited  to  a  great  extent  what  I  shall  call  human- 
ity. This  very  afternoon,  sir,  while  I  was  waiting  in 
the  Chief's  ofiice  to  obtain  these  figures,  a  well- 
dressed  woman  with  tears  in  her  eyes  called  and 
stated  that  she  was  turned  from  her  house  in  the  very 
ward  which  I  represent,  by  her  inhuman  landlord. 
While  absent,  laboring  for  the  support  of  her  feeble 
husband,  her  landlord  came,  took  possession  and 
carried  away  the  key  of  the  door,  and  all  because  she 
could  n't  pay  the  small  pittance  which  was  due  for 
rent.  She  called  upon  the  police  at  the  station;  one 
of  the  policemen  took  her  case  in  hand,  and  he  ob- 
tained the  key  of  the  house  after  much  persuasion. 
Finally  it  proved  that  the  inhuman  landlord  had 
taken  out  a  little  stovepipe  m  which  and  by  which 
she  cooked  such  meals  as  she  had.  There  was 
no  stove  in  the  room  ;  her  husband  had  cut  a 
hole  in  the  stove  pipe  in  which  the  cocking 
was  done,  and  put  some  bricks  about  it  to 
keep  what  little  material  she  had  from  setting  fire 
to  the  house.  The  Chief  took  from  his  pocket  some 
money  and  gave  it  to  that  woman,  and  the  two  ladies 
referred  to  said,  "Cease  your  crying;  go  home  and 
tji.ke  care  of  your  husband  and  we  will  give  you 
money  to  buy  a  stove  with."  I  can  state  another  in- 
stance, Mr.  President,  of  a  returned  soldier,  one  who 
fought  and  almost  died  for  his  country.  He  came 
home  maimed    and    was   taken  down  sick,  got  up 


again  and  was  able  to  work  for  a  while  and  was  again 
taken  down.  One  of  these  ladies  heard  of  the  ca-se 
and  called  upon  the  Overseers  of  the  Poot,  and  was 
bluffed  off  by  the  attendant  at  the  office.  But  she 
comnelled  hirn  to  attend  to  her  request  only  by  say- 
ing tinless  he  did  so  she  would  publish  him  through 
the  press.  These  parties  are  now  in  such  a 
condition  that  they  ought  to  be  helped.  I  can 
relate  another  case,  in  Ward  8.  Early  in  the 
year  a  report  was  made  that  a  mother  and  four 
•children  had  died  of  smallpox.  Now,  sir,  I  can 
bring  proof  that  those  parties  were  not  sick  With 
disease,  but  perished  for  want  of  food,  and  it  was 
reported  that  they  died  of  smallpox.  ]3ut  I  don't 
•think  it  is  necessary  to  multiply  instances.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  Boston  shall  refuse  this  mere 
pittance  for  the  support  of  her  poor.  I  will  only 
say  this,  that  if  there  is  anything  human  in  our 
souls  or  bodies  we  will  allow  this  thing  to  commence 
at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  have  no  doubt,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  membeis  of  the  Council  are  ready  to  fur- 
nish this  money,  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
has  preached  such  a  fine  sermon,  I  move  this  Coun- 
cil now  offer  prayer  for  the  sufferers. 

The  President — The  gentleman's  motion  is  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman -from  Ward 
.5  has  given  this  subject  a  great  deal  of  study  before 
<;oming  inhere,  and  I  should  like  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  studying  the  system  and  its  workings.  For 
that  reason  I  should  like  to  have  it  lie  over  for  a 
week. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  object  to  having  the  order 
lie  over,  and  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion when  it  is  taken. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — I  will  state  my  reason  to 
the  gentleman.  This  order  is  an  unprecedented  one 
in  this  Council.  The  distribution  of  soup  has  been 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Police  and 
tbe  Bo?rd  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  will  give  my  reason  for 
wishing  the  order  passed  tonight.  It  is  n't  unprece- 
dented in  this  Council,  and  it  is  n't  the  first  unprece- 
dented thing  I  have  done  here.  He  says  it  has  been 
done  by  a  committee  of  the  Aldermen.  If  I  had  offer- 
ed an  order  that  a  committee  of  the  Aldermen  should 
do  this,  I  would  have  been  met  by  the  saying  that  I 
was  Interfering  with  the  business  of  the  Aldermen. 
But  I  am  not  interfering  with  their  business.  I  want 
the  people  represented.  I  don't  see  how  any  gentle- 
man can  oppose  such  an  order  as  this  while  employers 
are  discharging  their  employes  by  thousands  every 
day,  and  parties  are  thrown  out  of  employment  who 
are  in  want  of  their  daily  bread.  It  is  n't  too  early 
to  do  good  here.  When  we  know  there  is  suffering 
here  day  by  day,  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Council  to  do  something  to  relieve  it.  If 
the  gentleman  had  called  round  in  his  own 
ward  he  would  have  seen  the  poor  and  indigent  who 
need  the  help  of  the  city  fathers.  If  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, would  go  down  in  your  ward  your  heart  would 
be  softened,  if  it  were  necessary.  And  let  the  gen 
tleman  from  Ward  3,  who  got  up  here  and  asked  for 
prayers  go  round  in  his  own  ward,  and  then 
offer  up  a  prayer  for  bis  own  soul.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  this  is  no  boy's  play;  this  is  no 
foolish  appeal.  I  was  aware  that  some  gen- 
tleman would  get  up  here  and  oppose  this 
order  because  I  offered  it.  If  it  is  out  of 
time  and  place,  the  public  will  say  so.  Let  us 
pass  it  tonight  and  see  what  the  public  will 
say.  Poverty  is  not  a  crime,  but  we  all  know  that 
the  natural  tendency  of  poverty  is  to  crime,  though 
not  necessarily  so.  That  is  our  experience  in 
this  city  for  the  last  few  years.  No  one  can  question 
the  propriety  of  this  thing,  and  I  am  astonished  that 
a  gentleman  of  such  profound  knowledge  should  op- 
pose it,  that  he  should  ask  to  have  it  lie  over  for  a 
week. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  don't  suppose  the  gentle- 
man refers  to  me  when  he  refers  to  "a  gentleman  of 
such  profound  knowledge."  I  have  not  opposed  the 
order.  I  merely  said  he  had  made  a  careful  study  of 
the  subject  before  offering  the  order.  I  say  that  be- 
fore he  expects  people  to  vote  on  his  order  he  ought 
to  have  given  them  time  to  find  out  something  more 
than  his  say-so.  I  don't  intend  to  vote  on  any  subject 
on  the  say-s©  of  one  man,  and  I  shall  vote  against  the 
final  passage  of  this  order  tonight.  If  he  calls  that 
opposition  he  may  think  so. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— When  I  think  that  we  ap- 
propriate fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  celebrate  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  twenty-eight  hundred  dollars  to 
be  spent  on  the  Common,  for  music  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  poor,  and  when  it  is  asked  that  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  more  or  less  shall 
be  given  in  aid  of  the  poor— to  help  maintain 
their   very   lives- 1   am   astonished    that   anybody 
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sbould  rise  here  and  oppose  the  passage  of  this  order 
tonight.  Here  is  a  snow  storm  upon  us;  men  and 
women  are  sufEering  for  raiment  and  food  this  very 
hour.  If  that  is  n't  reason  enough  to  stir  us  up, 
when  we  linow  it  is  true,  and  when  people  are 
daily  hovering  around  this  City  Hall  asking  for 
food  and  for  employment,  and  when  some  of  them 
have  offered  their  services  for  thirty  cents  per  day, 
and  can't  get  that  even,  it  is  time  we  set  aside  all 
little  notions  and  enter  upon  the  subject  at  once. 

Mr.  PicKering  of  Ward  6—1  take  it,  Mr.  President, 
there  is  no  one  here  who  doubts  there  is  poverty 
about  us,  or  that  it  is  likely  to  increase  as  the  sea- 
son progresses,  or  that  any  of  us  would  grudge  the 
small  pittance  that  is  asked  for  the  deserving  poor. 
But  I  have  seen  it  stated  that  the  police,  having  the 
distribution  of  this  particular  form  of  charity,  have 
said  that  it  has  been  very  much  abused  hereto- 
fore. Now,  I  should  like  to  ask  any  gentleman  here 
who  knows  the  facts,  whether  that  is  the  case, 
w)iether  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  police  or  not. 
They  are  competent  to  know,  and  if  the  deserving 
poor  have  been  shut  out  and  great  imposition  has 
been  practised  in  the  furnishing  of  this  food,  we  will 
not  do  what  the  gentleman's  order  proposes  to  do. 
I  hope  the  passage  of  the  order  will  not  be  pressed 
tonight,  and  I  should  like  to  know  the  opinion  of  the 
distributors. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  has  just  ex- 
pressed opinions  which  I  have  entertained.  I  h.ave 
heard  that  charitable  organizations  express  disap- 
proval of  the  charity  of  the  city  for  the  reason  that  the 
deserving  poor  don't  obtain  as  much  as  those  who  are 
not  deserving.  Therefore  I  don't  see  why  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  .5  should  wish  to  press  the  order  to- 
night. I  have  seen  this  opinion  expressed,  not  only 
by  the  police  but  by  charitable  organizations,  and  they 
have  expressed  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  this  method 
of  this  charitable  distribution'  by  the  city.  It  it  is  the 
right  thing  to  do,  and  if  the  gentleman  will  let  it  lie 
over  for  a  week  that  we  may  ascertain,  I  should  be 
glad  to  vote  for  the  order.  But  as  it  stands  now,  it  is 
m.y  impression  that  this  is  n't  the  best  thing  to  do. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  am  inclined  to  favor  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  but  would 
like  a  little  more  time  to  look  into  the  subject  and 
learn  how  it  has  worked  heretofore.  I  therefore 
move  that  it  be  specially  assigned  for  half-past  eight 
o'clock  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  can  answer  the  question 
raised  by  the  gentiemea  on  my  right.  I  have  called 
upon  the  Chief -of-Police  today  and  had  a  long  con- 
sultation with  him,  and  he  approves  of  the  order  in 
the  most  hearty  manner.  I  read  to  him  the  order 
which  I  have  offered,  and  it  met  his  hearty  approval. 
He  said  there  was  no  better  way  in  his  judgment,  and 
none  so  good  as  that.  There  were  witnesses  present 
when  I  was  talking  with  him,  and  I  can  assure  the 
gentleman  upon  my  honor  as  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil, that  if  the  gentleman  will  call  upon  the  Chief  he 
will  state  tho  same  thing  to  him.  The  Chief 
showed  me  his  books  kept  during  the  consecutive 
years  of  the  distribution,  and  from  him  I  ob- 
tained all  these  figures.  While  I  was  talking  with 
him  in  came  those  ladies,  and  the  Chief,  after  hearing 
their  story,  turned  them  over  to  me;'  so  I  don't  think 
I  need  say  anything  more  upon  this  subject.  I  think 
I  have  seated  the  exact  facts,  and  as  my  words  will 
go  upon  record,  if  I  am  not  right  I  hope  I  shall  be 
disapproved,  and  if  I  am  not  right  I  will  withdraw  the 
order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  says  he 
will  withdraw  the  order.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
good  that  would  do  after  it  has  been  passed.  Our 
interest  here  is  to  see  that  the  city's  money  is  not 
wasted,  and  therefore  I  renew  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  to  specially  assign  for  next  Thursday 
evening. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  T— I  pretend  to  know  something 
of  this  soup  business,  having  had  the  honor  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago  to  introduce  an  order  of  this 
kind  into  the  Council.  Then  it  was  made  a  joint 
special  committee  and  continued  so  until  within  two 
years,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  on  Police  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. When  the  change  was  made  I  did  n't  like  it. 
I  think  the  order  should  receive  the  vote  of  this 
Council,  and  be  disposed  of  tonight. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  have  seen  the  working  of 
this  soup  business  at  Station  Three,  and  I  can't  see 
where  there  is  any  chance  for  any  one  to  abuse  the 
institution,  when  it  is  carried  on  in  the  Station 
House.  They  open  the  door  at  twelve  o'clock;  who- 
ever comes  in  signs  his  name,  or,  if  it  be  the  head  of 
a  family,  he  signs  for  them  all,  and  if  they  are  given 
one  or  two  quarts  of  soup  they  are  credited  with  it 
on  the  books.      A    great   many  come  in,  and  if   the 


soup  costs  only  four  cents  a  quart,  it  can't  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm  for  a  few  unworthy  people  to  get  a  few 
quarts.  I  will  give  enough  to  pay  for  forty  quarts 
myself,  for  any  one  travelling  through  the  city— I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  tonight. 

The  vote  on  postponing  and  specially  assigning 
for  next  Thursday  evening,  was  lost— yeas  13,  nays 
32.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Blackmar,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Cud- 
worth.  Darrow,  Denny,  Flatley,  Hine,  Loring,  Page, 
Perkins,    Pickering— 12. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bleiler,  Board- 
man,  Burt,  Caton,  Collins,  Dacey,  Davis.  Dean, 
Edwards,  Flynn,  Lamb,  McCue,  McKenney,  Morse, 
Pease,  Powers,  Prescott.  Risteen,  Shaw,  Tower, 
Train,  Upham,  Warren,  Wells,  West,  Weston,  Whis- 
ton,  Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward— 32. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barnes, 
Bicknell,  Bowles,  Brennan,  Doherty,  Hall,  Harring- 
ton, Holmes,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Mad- 
den, Mahan,  Marston,  Martin,  Thacher— 18. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  the  vote  on  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.    Lost. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT   FOR  THANKSGIVING. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order,  that  when 
the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  Friday  evening,  28th 
Inst.,  explaining  that  he  understood  many  members 
wished  to  go  out  of  the  city,  and  he  thought  more 
gentlemen  would  be  accommodated  by  making  it 
Friday  evening. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  by  substitut- 
ini;  Wednesday  for  Friday. 

Mr.  Dacey  accepted  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  the  order  was 
amended  by  inserting  Tnceday,  and  as  amended  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11  offered  ^he  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing the  existing  ordinances  of  the  city  relating  to  the 
attendance  of  children  at  school  and  "truants"  that 
they  shall  better  conform  to  recent  legislation  upon 
this  subject. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Blackmar. 

WATER  rOR  BROOKLINE. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  half-past  eight  o'clock,  being  the  order  to 
allow  the  Water  Board  to  supply  the  town  of  Brook- 
line  with  water,  under  certain  conditions,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— It  could  hardly  be  expected 
that  I  should  urge  the  passage  of  this  order  very 
strongly  after  the  people  who  sent  me  here  have  been 
denied  the  same  privilege  that  is  now  proposed  to 
give  to  Brookline.  But  1  will  simply  state  the  rea- 
sons why  the  order  is  here.  The  town  of  Brookline 
has  applied  for  the  privilege,  and  the  argument  used 
is  that  that  town  is  about  to  make  an  outlay  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more  in  taking  water 
from  Charles  River,  and  that  in  all  probability  Boston 
would  have  to  assume  the  expense,  in  case  Brookline 
should  be  annexed.  This  was  the  idea  held  out  to 
the  Committee  on  Water,and  therefore  they  reported 
this  order  simply  to  head  off  that  outlay  by  the  town 
of  Brookline.  I  hardlv  see  the  force  of  this  argu- 
ment. If  Brookline  wants  to  come  into  Boston  it 
will,  to  my  mind,  because  she  wants  a  supply  of 
Cochituate  water.  Now  if  they  get  the  water  they 
probably  will  not  want  to  come  into  the  city.  I 
have  stated  this  matter  plainly  and  fairly,  but  can- 
not see  my  way  clearly  to  vote  for  the  order,  in  view 
of  the  opinions  of  residents  of  the  part  of  the  city 
which  sent  me  here. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14 — I  believe  it  is  perfectly 
right  and  proper  for  the  city  to  sell  all  the  water  she 
can  spare,  but  self  preservation  is  the  first  law  of 
nature,  and  it  is  so  in  this  case.  The  first  question  is 
whether  the  city  of  Boston  has  got  water  to  sell  to 
her  neighbors.  I  don't  believe  she  has  if  all  the 
reports  we  have  heard  are  true.  The  conduit  from 
Lake  Cochituate  to  the  reservoirs  has  been  under 
heavy  pressure  and  has  been  continually  lower- 
ing. I  can't  see  how  Brookline  is  going  to  incur 
so  much  expense  if  she  takes  water  from 
Charles  River.  They  will  have  to  lay  their  pipes, 
the  debt  for  which  will  be  funded,  and  Boston  will 
have  to  assume  it  if  Brookline  is  annexed,  and  when 
the  time  comes  I  think  the  city  of  Boston  will  need 
all  the  motive  power  it  can  get.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  speak  as  he  does. 
We  all  know  that  East  Boston  has  soured  on  the 
Mystic. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  the  Council 
adjourned  to  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  7>4  o'clock. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    a4,    1878. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Al- 
derman Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

RESIGNATION   OP   HIS   HONOR   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  communication  was  received: 

ExbCQTiVB  Depabtmknt,  I 

City    Hall,    Boston,  Nov.  -Zi,  1873.  j 

To  the  Honorable  tlie  Oily  Council:  Gentlemen — 
Having  been  elected  to  represent  tbe  Third  District 
of  Massachusetts  in  the  Congress  which  assembles  in 
Washington  on  the  first  day  of  December  next,  it  is 
my  duty  to  resign  the  office  of  Mayor  of  tbe  city, 
and  I  hereby  notify  your  honorable  body  of  my 
resis'nation,  which  is  to  take  effect  on  Saturday  next, 
the  29th  instant. 

In  making  this  announcement,  I  desire  to  acknowl- 
edge the  very  great  (Obligations  which  ]  am  under  to 
the  members  of  the  Government  for  their  generous 
aid  and  support  in  the  performauce  of  my  official 
duties  during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Henry  L.  Pierce. 

On  motion   of  Alderman   Gibson,  the   resignation  ■ 
was  accepted,   and    the    communicarion    was    sent 
down. 

executive  appointments  confirmed. 

Undertaker— E.  H.  Dunn. 

Constable — Barry  Sullivan. 

Special  Police  Officers— Henry  N.  Baker  and  Albert 
C.  Crosby,  104  Washington  street  and  its  vicinity. 

John  Theodore  Clark,  Highland  Stable,  Warren 
street;  George  Faul,  Raggles  street  and  its  vicinity. 

JUROKS    DRAWN. 

Three  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  December 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 
constable's  bond  approved. 

The  bond  of  William  Gordon,  constable,  being 
duly  ceriitied.  was  approved, 

ORDERS   or   notice. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  the  petitions  of  Winchester 
&  Hight  to  use  steam  engine  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
corner  First  street,  and  Charles  Roberts  to  locate 
and  use  steam  engine  at  21  Chardon  street,  were  con- 
sidered, and  there  being  no  objection  the  petitions 
were  severally  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

petitions  eepeered. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  Hacgerty,  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessments. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  John  Lyons  et 
al.,  that  Beach  street  be  widened  near  Washington 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on,  Paving.  D.  G.  Grafton  et  al., 
that  Huntington  avenue  be  graded  between  Claren- 
don and  Dartmouth  streets. 

George  Frost,  that  Ceylon  street  be  graded. 

Thomas  Coughlin,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
292  and  294  F  street. 

William  H.  Harris  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
a  portion  of  Tremont  street  between  Parker  and 
■Whitney  streets. 

Donald  Kennedy,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp  post- 
in  sidewalk  of  Warren  street  in  front  of  Kennedy 
Hall. 

John  Haggerty,  for  damages  by  reason  of  change 
of  grade  on  Commercial  street.  Ward  16. 

Hunt,  Twitchell  &  Co.  etal.,  that  Arch  street  be 
paved  with  wood  from  Milk  to  Franklin  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
Boynton  Bros.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  brick  stable  for 
four  horses  on  Northampton  street,  west  of  Tre- 
mont street. 

Isaac  Fenno  et  al..  against  the  proposed  erection  of 
a  stable  on  Stanmore  place. 

Aloni4o;fc\  Neale  C'i  a^.,  against  the  proposed  erec- 
tion of  a  stable  in  rear  of  1043,  104.5  'Vi^ashington 
street. 

George  W.  Smith  et  al.,  against  the  proposed  erec- 
tion of  a  stable  on  Knowlton  street. 

Cecelia  Lewis,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
erect  a  stable  on  Dunreath  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  H.  C.  Richards,  for 
payment  of  rent  for  armory  of  Company  F. ,  First 
Reiiimeut,  M.  V.  M. 

To  the  Committee  on  L'-mpa.  John  C.  Flood,  for 
leave  to  place  a  gas  lantern  over  door  of  70  Cam- 
bridge street. 

To  the  Committeeon  Police.  Dr.  C.  E.  Buckingham, 
for  enforcement  of  ordinance  relative  to  throwing 
snowballs  in  the  public  streets. 

SEWEK  assessments. 

Assessments  for  the  construction  of  sewers  were 
submitted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  as  fol<- 


lows:  Warren  street,  total  $464;  to  individuals,  $-M8. 
Chapman  and  Appleton  streets,  total  $1864  77;  to  in- 
dividuals, $i;598  58. 
Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PROM   THE   STREET   COMMISSIONERS. 

An  order  (printed  City  Document  124)  was  received 
from  the  Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of 
Magazine  street  and  laying  out  the  same  to  Dudley 
street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $24,01.')  95.  Fol- 
lowing is  a  schedule  of  the  damages  to  the  several 
estates: 
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James  Do! an,  Jr 509  1  (io  fSl's  f8  $(659° OO 

Heirs  Frederick  KefE....  468  75  35100  487  00 

Dennis  O'Brien 4<10  75  330  00  370  00 

Heirs  Samuel  W.  Weld..  431  60  258  60  258  60 

John  Bowhan 266  75  199  50  lH9  50 

Mary  Dmimoek 915  90  823  50  823  50 

Heirs  Joseiih  Bumstead.  541  1  00  541  00  541  00 

Heirs  Daniel  Dowd 421  85  357  85  357  85 

"       441  85  374  85  374  85 

»»  ■         **           **       ggg  ()Q  322  20  322  20 

Heirs  Abraham  Barker'. '.     229  90  206  10  206  10' 

Joseph  Kyle 142  90  127  80  152  80 

Jerome  Seidensticker...       97  90  87  30  112  30 

David  Gore 116  90  104  40  129  40 

James  B.  Graham 168  100  168  CO  208  00 

John  Bannon 191  100  19100  22100 

Ellen  Connell 84  75  63  00  63  00 

Patrick  Connell 74  75  55  50  55  50 

Heirs  Samuel  W.  Weld..       66  75  49  50  49  50 

Patrick  Connell 64  85  54  40  54  40 

W.Elliot  Wootlward....  1,691  85  1.437  35  1.437  35 

Ezekiel  S.  Johnson 1,000  90  900  00  3,250  00 

J.  H.  Chad  wick 2,241  90  2,016  90  2,016  90 

Little  SlsTei-s  of  the  Poor 

of  Boston 3,549  90  3,194  10  3,194  10 

Bernard  Foley  and  Owen  . 

Nawn ..6,517  130  8,472  10  8,472  10 

21,019 $21,194  95  .$24,015  95  : 

An  order  was  received  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  the  extension  of  Eustis  street  to  Maga- 
zine street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $11,640  20,  the 
damages,  etc.,  to  the  several  estates  being  given  in 
the  accompanying  schedule,  as  follows: 
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Kodney  S.  La- 
kim Eustis  St.        1599     90c  $143910       $3739  10 

Sylvester      H. 
Boper "  ;i221     90      1098  90         2998  90 

Heirs  of  Dan- 
iel Dowd Magazine  st.  1484     90      1335  60        2435  60 

Heirs  of  Abra- 
ham Parker..   26     "  1074     90        966  60        2466  60 

5b78      ..    $4840  20    $11,640  20 
Severally  referred,  on  motion   of  Alderman   Clark, 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  proprietors  of  the  Social  Law 
Library  $1000.  as  provided  by  law.     Passed. 

Older  for  change  in  certain  sewer  assessments  on 
Summer  street.     Passed. 

Orders  to  assess  and  collect  certain  assessments 
for  sewers  in  Warren  street,  Washington  street,  and 
East  street.     Passed. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports,  with  orders  for 
the  mayor  to  oetitiou  the  next  Legislature  for  the 
annexation  of  portions  of  Brookline  to  this  city,  were 
considered. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  views  of  the  majority  in 
this  matter  were  substantially  these.  We  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  go  to  the  LeL'islatureand  ask  for  a 
way  to  any  part  of  the  city.  We  have  what  is  called 
at  law,  'a  way  of  necessity,"  and  the  majority 
thought  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  take  advantage  of 
such  a  right  and  ask  a  slice  of  a  town  that  has  voted 
ag'ainst  annexation.  It  was  thought  better  to  stand 
upon  our  legal  rights,  and  we^o  worded  the  order  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Brookline  would  come  up  favoring 
the  annexation  of  a  larger  portion  of  the  town  than 
we  asked  for.    The  majority  were  strongly  of  the 
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opinion  that  we  bad  better  ask  definitely  for  wbat 
tbe  Legislature  could  n't  very  well  refuse  to  grant. 

Alderman  Clark— It  seems  to  me  that  we  might 
just  as  well  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  it  to  give 
just  the  part  of  Brookline  it  is  necessary  to  have. 
In  my  opinion  the  majority  of  the  citizens  desire  the 
annexation  of  Brookline  from  the  line  of  Beacon 
eti'eet  to  the  reservoir.  We  already  maintain,  at  a 
large  expense,  a  roadway  around  the  reservoir,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  n't  have  annexed  to 
the  city  the  whole  territory  bounded  by  Beacon 
street.  It  is  contemplated  to  widen  Beacon 
street,  some  day,  from  seventy  to  a  hun-- 
dred'  feet.  If  we  go  and  ask  for  what 
we  want  we  shall  probably  get  it.  We  want  Brook- 
line, from  Beacon  street  to  the  reservoir;  so  let  us 
go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  for  it.  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  minority  be  substituted  for  that  of  the 
majority. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 3  for,  7 
against. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
of  the  majoritv. 

Alderman  Power— If  I  understand  the  order  offered 
•  by  the  majority,  it  does  not  cut  us  ottfrom  oiitaining 
the  whole  of  Brookline  if  that  is  deemed  expedient 
<ir  we  can  take  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  idea  was  not  to  cut  us  off 
from  ;  what  would  be  deemed  necessary.  There 
has  been  served  upon  us  already  a  notice  of  a  peti- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  Brookline  for  a  change  in  the 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Brookline;  but 
what  they  ask  for  I  do  not  know.  We  certainly 
ought  to  be  in  a  position  to  take  what  the  Legislature 
will  give  us. 

The  majority  order  was  passed. 

SUFPOLK-COUNTY   JAIL, 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of  Suf- 
fplk  County  for  the  expenses  of  the  county  jail  for 
the  month  ending  December  1,  amounting  to  $1759  28, 
which  being  approved  by  the  Auditor,  was  ordered 
pai  1. 

PAPBES   rKOM   THE    COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  O  diuances  to  report  on 
expediency  of  amending  the  Truant  Ordinances.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Order  to  expend  $200  for  repairs  and  furniture  in 
armory  of  headquarters  of  Ninth  Infantry.  Passed 
— Yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  to  allow  Captain  Dunn,  late  Captainiof  Cora 
pany  B,  Ninth  Infantry,  $48  46,  for  rent  of  armory. 
Passed — Yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  to  expend  $600  for  repairs  and  furniture  on 
armory  of  Company  A,  First  Battalion  of  Light  Ar- 
tillery.    Passed— Yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  Com- 
pany E,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry  for  a  new  armory; 
also  an  order  to  discontinue  the  rent  of  armory  of 
said  company  in  Bowdoin  square  after  November  18, 
1873.    Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 

Request  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  for  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $12,000.  [City  Document 
No.  126.1     Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

SOUP   HOUSES  FOR  THK   POOR. 

The  following  communications  were  read: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  } 
Boston,  Nov.  24,1873.         ( 

Tb  the  Honorable  the  City  Council ;  Gentlemen— I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  re- 
ply to  certain  inquiries  which  I  made  on  the  18th  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  this  city 
during  the  coming  winter. 

Since  the  opinion  of  the  Board  was  asked  upon  the 
expediency  of  distributing  soup  from  the  police  sta 
tions,  I  have  conferred  with  the  City  Solicitor  upon 
the  subject,  and  have  been  informed  by  him  that  the 
City  Council  has  no  authority  to  appropriate  money 
for  such  a  purpose. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  the  inquiries 
were  made  and  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor  obtained 
before  any  action  had  been  taken  by  your  honorable 
body;  otherwise  I  should  not  presume  to  communi- 
cate with  you  upon  the  subject  at  this  time. 

Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor. 

[Copy.] 
Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  Nov.  18,  1873.      ( 
Hon.  F.  W.  Lincoln,  President   Board  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  :  Dear  Sir— In  view  of  the  distress  which 
is  likely  to  be  produced  among  the  laboring  classes 
during  the  coming  winter,  caused  by  the  recent  finan- 
cial disturbances  in  other  sections  of  tha  country,  I 
desire  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Over- 
•  seers  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking  any  official  action 
atthis  time   to   meet   the   extraordinary    demands 
wbich  may  be  made  upon  the  city  for  temporary  aid. 


If  any  assistance  is  desired  in  obtaining  information 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  persons  dependent  upon 
their  daily  earnings  who  are  likely  to  be  thrown  out 
of  employment  in  consequence  of  this  unexpected 
interruption  of  business,  ihe  Chief  of  Police  will 
cheerful, y  furnish  it. 

I  am  aware  ttiat  it  is  an  extremely  diflicult  and  del- 
icate matter  f(n- the  Government  to  depart  from  es- 
taSrlished  mt-thods  in  providing  relief  for  the  destitute 
without  increafiing  the  very  evil  which  it  is  endeavor- 
ing to  cure.  In  times  of  general  diftress,  however, 
a  rigid  adherence  lo  the  somewhat  severe  require- 
ments of  the  laws  relating  to  settlements  mi^t  work 
a  hardship  to  tbe  deserving  poor.  Better  that  some 
unworthy  persons  should  be  aided  than  that  one 
worthy  person  shonld  be  allowed  to  suffer.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  members  of  your  board,  most  of 
whom  have  had  a  long  experience  in  this  charitable 
work,  will  be  able  to  device  a  system  which,  while 
meeting  tlie  demands  of  the  times,  will  be  free  from 
tbe  evil  consequences  which  would  result  from  a 
careless  or  indiscriminate  use  of  the  public  funds  for 
the  benefit  of  any  person  who  claimed  to  be  in  dis- 
tress. 

It  is  with  a  view  to  avoid  hasty  action  by  and  by  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  that  I  apply  to  you  to 
make  an  cxaminalion  of  this  matter  in  advance  of 
the  actual  demands  upon  us  for  extra  assistance, 
so  that  if  any  enlargement  of  ihe  present  channels  of 
relief  is  needed,  it  may  be  made  with  a  due  regard  to 
tlie  public  welfare.  In  this  connection.  1  should  be 
pleased  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  board  upon  the 
expediency  of  continuing:  the  practice  which  has  been 
pursned  for  several  years  past,  of  furnishing  soup 
from  the  police  stations  to  a  certain  class  of  poor  per- 
sons. I  have  not  satisfied  myself  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil has  authority  to  appropriate  money  for  such  a 
purpose;  but  I  desire  your  opinion  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  Government  has  the  authority. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Henry  L.  Pierce, 
Mayor. 

Office  op  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  ( 
Boston,  Nov.  22,  187.3.  j 

To  His  Honor  Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir— At  a  speeial  meeting  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  held  this  day.  your  communication  of  the 
18th  inst.,  in  regard  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  the  pres- 
ent winter,  was  laid  before  them.  They  gratefully 
acknowledge  that  concern  for  this  class  of  our  people 
which  prompted  you  to  address  us  on  the  subject,  as 
well  as  that  regard  to  those  interests  of  a  public 
character  evinced  by  your  solicitude  that  any  meas- 
ure adopted  should  be  timely  and  judicious  in  its 
nature. 

The  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  board  are 
embodied  in  two  resolutions  in  answer  to  the  two 
objects  of  inquiry  submitted  to  our  consideration. 
In  transmitting  them  to  you  I  was  authorized  to 
make  such  further  comments  npon  the  general  sub- 
ject as  might  occur  to  my  own  mind  as  to  the  experi- 
ence of  myself,  or  that  of  my  associates,  in  the 
special  work  delegated  to  us  by  the  City  Council. 

The  mere  distribution  of  charity,  especially  if  the 
means  are  not  furnished  from  our  own  pockets, 
seems  to  be  a  simple  affair,  but  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  method  of  its  administration  is  pregnant  for 
weal  or  woe  to  the  community  of  which  we  form  a 

Eatt,  it  becomes  a  more  serious  matter  and  cannot  be 
astlly  discussed  in  a  few  words  necessarily  limited 
by  the  nature  of  this  communication.  The  moment 
that  any  individual  receives  aid  at  tne  public  charge, 
that  moment  that  individual's  relation  to  society  is 
changed,  and  when  by  the  aggregation  of  numbers 
those  individuals  become  a  large  class,  they  become 
an  important  element  in  the  social  state,  and  any 
event  which  has  a  tendency  to  their  increase  is  to  be 
deprecated.  The  great  fire  of  November  of  the  last 
year  is  to  be  deplored  for  the  large  amount  of  proper- 
ty destroyed,  and  the  numbers  thrown  suddenly  out 
of  emplojjment,  but  not  the  least  of  its  evils  was  the 
opportunity  furnished  to  many  persons  for  the  first 
time  to  appeal  to  the  public  for  assistance.  They 
were  justified  under  tbe  circumstances,  and  even  in- 
vited to  make  such  a  claim,  and  generous  means  were 
placed  by  our  citizons  to  respond  to  such  calls,  butas 
another  winter  is  approaching,  we  are  already  observ- 
ing the  indications  that  a  portion  of  the  same  number 
are  apain  at  the  aoor  of  our  charitable  institutions 
begging  for  support.  The  recent  financial  panic 
coming  at  a  similar  j)eriod  of  the  year,  again  awakens 
apprehension,  and  its  effects  should  be  met.  not 
only  with  a  benevolent  spirit,  but  in  a  manner  which, 
while  gently  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  real  suf- 
ferers, will  not  encourage  the  importunities  of  the 
thriftless  and  improvident. 

The  functions  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  tbe 
Poor,  as  you  are  aware,  are  regulated  by  the  statute 
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laws  of  the  Commonwealtn,  and  to  the  extent  of 
their  violation  by  our  officiTs  we  are  recreant  to  our 
duties  and  oaths  of  office.  In  some  particulars  we 
wish  those  'aws  could  be  amended,  bur  livino;  as  we 
do  ill  a  city  abounding  in  charitable  organizations. 
Whose  treasuries  are  furnished  by  the  inore  affluent  of 
our  citizens,  the  cases  we  cannot  legally  relieve  are 
succored  by  them,  so  that  no  needy  individual  of  any 
class  has  occasion  to  suffer  when  hi-s  wants  are  prop- 
erly made  known.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  calls 
upon  these  societies  will  be  unusually  urgent  the 
present  season,  and  we  trust  that  tlmse  generous 
benefactors  who  are  in  the  habit  of  making  them  the 
almoners  of  their  bounty  will  respond  to  their  ap- 
peals, so  that  they  will  be  supplied  with  all  the  funds 
which  may  be  necessary. 

The  second  object  of  your  inquiry,  the  opinion  of 
the  board  as  to  the  expediency  of  continuing  the 
policy  of  distributing  soup  from  the  police  stations, 
was  considered,  and  a  resolution  adopted  d.sapprov-' 
Ing  of  the  measure. 

While  the  tirst  resolutions  was  passed  with  unani- 
mous conseni,  it  is  but  fair  I  hat  I  should  inform 
you  that  two  gentlemen  of  the  board  dissented  from 
the  opinion  of  their  associates,  and  voted  against  this 
resolution.  While  these  gentlemen  agreed  with 
nearly  all  who  have  had  experience  in  charitable 
work,  that  as  a  permanent  policy  the  distribution  of 
soup  in  this  manner  is  inexpedient,  yet  they  felt  that 
the  exigencies  of  the  coming  winter  may  be  of  such  a 
character  as  will  justify  its  continuance  for  another 
year. 

Boston  has  a  deservedly  high  reputation  outside  of 
its  own  limits  for  its  benevolent  spirit.  It  has  at- 
tained this,  not  by  a  prodigal  and  lavish  expenditure 
of  large  appropriations,  doling  out  the  alms  in  a  lax 
and  loose  manner,  but  by  the  establishment  of  a 
method  and  system,  which,  while  relieving  real  want, 
represses  mendicity.  The  establishment  of  soup 
houses,  or  turning  the  police  stations  into  them  a 
few  years  since,  was  regarded  by  nearly  all  conver- 
sant with  the  subject  as  a  doubtful  expedient  for  re- 
lieving the  poor;  the  objections  are  obvious,  and 
need  imt  be  commented  on  at  this  time. 

Employment  for  the  able-bodied  is  better  charity 
than  almsgiving,  and  although  it  is  not  the  province 
of  municipalities  to  furnish  it  for  the  people,  yet  In- 
cidentally some  enterprises  of  a  pulilic  nature  might 
be  prosecuted  even  out  of  season,  to  be  supplement- 
ed by  men  of  capital  engaging  in  new  ventures  to 
their  own  profit,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  the 
laboring  classes. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  most  sagacious 
business  men  that  we  have  already  passed  the  period 
of  our  most  severe  commercial  depreission,  and  that 
the  prospects  are  brightening  for  a  return  to  our 
usnal  prosperity.  If  this  hope  is  fallacious  and  will 
not  be  speedily  realized,  I  can  assure  you  that  our 
board  will  endeavor  to  meet,  to  the  best  of  their  abil- 
ity, the  new  emergencies  as  they  arise,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  that  the  same  spirit  will  animate  the  more 
private  charitable  organizations  not  under  municipal 
control. 

There  are  occasionally  cases,  from  their  ^peculiar 
circumstances  unknown  to  our  visitors,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  police,  of  which  we  should  be 
promptly  notified  at  our  office.  There  are  other  cases 
of  extreme  destitution  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city, 
which  require  immediate  and  temporary  relief,  for 
which  arrangements  have  recently  been  made  with 
the  Chief,  in  concurrence  with  our  board. 
I  remain,  dear  sir. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

P.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

Office  of  the  Overseees  of  the  Poor,  ( 

Boston,  Nov.  22, 1873.  | 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
held  at  their  office  Saturday,  Nov.  22,  ISTJ,  a  commu- 
nication from  his  Hoi.or  the  Mayor  was  laid  before 
them,  and,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  same,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Kesolved,  That  as  present  advised,  there  is  no  un- 
usual exigency  e.xisting,  L'rowing  out  of  the  commer- 
cial panic,  to  require  any  new  organization  or  chan- 
nel for  the  relief  of  the  oestitute  the  coming  winter. 
Thi^  city  is  well  (.overed  by  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  and  the  existiii'./  charitable  (n-ganizations  for 
ministering  to  the  necessities  of  the  needy.  While 
there  is  some  apprehension  that,  owing  to  the  stag- 
nation in  business  anU  industrial  pursuits,  the  calls 
may  be  more  numerous  than  in  former  years,  yet  the 
present  organizations  can  aocorn|)lish  the  work  if  the 
means  are  placed  ^•t  their  disposal  for  this  purpose. 
If  the  appropriation- voted  by  the  City  Council  to  be 
expended  legally  by  this  board  should  become  ex- 
hausted, the  knowledge;  of  the.  fact  will  be  communi- 
cated, and  another  appropriation  will  be  called  for 
at    the    proper    time,     while     an    appeal    to    the 


niore  affluent  and  benevolent  of  our  citizens,  we  have 
no  doubt,  will  meet  with  a  iieariy  response  if  the 
funds  of  the  more  private  charit^ible  associaliims 
should  become  depleted  from  tin-  same  >ause.  The 
knowledge  of  a  large  fund  to  i-e  <li  voted  to  charita- 
ble objects  will,  we  fear,  exert  a  deinor  iliziiig  influ- 
ence upon  the  coniniuiiity.  Jt  will  cause  a  large  in- 
flux of  the  improvident  af  other  places  to  make  this 
city  their  residence  the  coming  wintei.  and  encourage 
the  same  class  among  ourselves  to  be  less  frugal  with 
their  means  and  less  reliant  up(ui  their  own  resources, 
looking,  as  they  naturally  would,  to  the  |>ublic  for 
support.  There  is  a  large  class  <if  the  really  unfor- 
tunate, become  destitute  by  sickness  or  the  want  of 
employinent,  who  claim  <mr  sympathy,  and  whose 
wants  will  be  relieved  with  that  consideration  and 
tenderness  v\ Inch  their  merits  deserve;  but  there  is 
another  class  of  the  idle  and  dissolute  in  our  large 
city  who  take  advantage  of  every  s(uirce  of  supply, 
whose  demands  should  be  ignored  and  utterly  re- 
jected. 

While  it  is  the  duty  of  every  individual,  so  far  as 
his  heart  prompts  and  his  pecuniaiy  means  will 
justify,  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  those  thrown 
more  immediareiy  about  him,  and  with  whose  cir- 
cumstances he  is  personally  acquainted,  and  this 
number  may  be  .increased  in  every  circle  the 
approaching  season  ;  yet  we  cannot  but  believe 
that,  after  these  cases  are  met,  there  will  ne  abun- 
dance of  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  more 
public  channels  of  charity  for  the  relief  of  those  who 
have  no  friends  to  whom  to  appeal,  and  whose  ne- 
cessities must  be  met  by  other  than  private   sources. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the  board  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Ht  this  time  no  official  action  is  require 
ed  of  the  City  Government  to  meet  present  or  future 
wants. 

Kesolved,  That  the  practice  of  distributing  soup 
from  the  police  stations,  in  tlie  opinion  of  this  board, 
is  unwise  and  injudicious,  tending  to  aggravate  and 
increase  the  evil  it  designs  to  alleviate.  , 

A  true  copy — Attest:        John  Phatt.  Secretary. 

The  communications  were  placed  on  tile. 

Subsequently  the  order  for  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  provide,  under  direction  of  the  Chief- 
of-Police.  a  free  distribution  of  soup,  the  expent  e  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals, 
which  had  been  passed  by  the  Common  Council', 
came  up  for  consideration  in  the  regular  course  of 
business. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  order  was  laid 
upon  the  table  and  the  communications  from  the 
Mayor  and  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  were  taken  from 
file  and  ords-red  sent  to  the  other  brunch.  Later  in 
the  session  the  order  was  taken  from  the  table  on 
motion  of  .'Mderman  Sayward,  who  said  — 

I  called  up  this  order  again  because  I  can't  con- 
ceive what  is  the  object  of  laying  this  matter  on  the 
table  and  sending  the  communication  to  the  City 
Council.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  concurrence.  Gen- 
tlemen's minds  must  be  made  up  on  this  question,  as 
well  now  as  at  any  other  time.  I  hope  we  shall  con- 
ciir  with  the  C(nincil  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark — My  object  was  to  bring  it  up 
again  this  afternoon,  or  to  lay  it  over  for  one  week 
only.  I  have  been  in  favor  of  furnishing  the  soup 
for  the  poor  as  it  has  been  done  by  the  police 
for  some  years,  and  have  thought  it  was 
an  excellent  arrangement.  I  supposed  it  did  a 
great  deal  of  good.  The  money  has  been  judiciously 
expended,  and  no  sum  of  uKniey  laid  out  by  the  t'ity 
Government  has  been  of  greater  benefit  to  the  poor 
than  this.  I  have  always  understood  from  the 
Chief-of-Po!ice  and  the  police  of  the  different  sta- 
tions that  it  was  a  means  of  furnishing  food  for  a 
great  many  poor  people  who  might  otherwise  have 
suffered,  but  having  received  a  lengthy  communica- 
tion from  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  which  they 
deprecate  the  manner  in  which  this  soup  has  been 
furnished  by  the  police,  I  wish  to  have  time  to  read 
the  communication,  and  al.-o  to  ascertain  whether 
they  propose  to  malie  arrangements  for  conducting 
this  business,  which  they  believe  to  be  injudicious 
when  done  by  the  police.  I  did  n't  propose  to  have 
the  order  lie  on  the  table  indettnilely,  but  merely  for 
one  week.  If  it  is  illegal,  I  cei  taiiily  don't  wish  to 
vote  for  an  illegal  measure,  but  1  have  always  sup- 
posed it  was  a  judicious  appropiiation  and  that  it 
was  judiciously  used.  I  still  have  that  ieeling.  I  do 
not  wish  to  trespass  upon  the  duties  of  ttic  Board  of 
Charities,  but  if  it  is  illegal,  it  has  been  so  this  many 
years.  I  do  not  wish  to  "press  ibis  matter  today,  but 
I  am  in  favor  of  havini;  this  soup  distributed  either 
by  the  Police  Committee  or  by  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor.  I  am  ready,  if  the  Board  think 
it  advisable,  to  concur  with  the  Council  .  to- 
night. It  is  a  good  thing,  and  certainly  tlie  ne- 
cessity of  providing  for  the  poor  is  imperative. 
Probably  we  have  not  had  a  winter  in  which   there 
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has  been  bo  much  suifering  as  there  will  be  in  this 
one  coming,  1  trust,  we  shall  see  the  necessity  of  do- 
ing something  to  relieve  tueir  wants,  and  1  know  of 
nothing  more  judicious  than  to  spvnd  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars,  as  has  been  done  in  years  past. 
Whether  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  I  don't  know.  The  work  has  generally 
been  done  by  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  am  not  particular  about  what 
committee  this  shall  go  to.  I  can't  see  what  can  be 
the  object  of  taking  the  communicarion  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  from  file  and  letting  the  whole 
thing  lie  over. 

Alderman  Clark— I  should  be  in  favor  of  having 
the  communication  printed.  I  should  like  lo  read  it 
over  carefully  myself. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  the  vote  to  send  the 
communiCHtion  of  tlie  Mayor  and  Boiird  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  to  the  other  branch  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Gaffield— It  strikes  rae  that  it  ought  to 
be  sent  officially  to  the  other  board.  It  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter.  The  charge  of  r,he  poor  is  given  to 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  They  ought  to  know  what 
is  best.  They  have  e'ecided  that  it  is  illegal.  The 
City  Solicitor  is  also  understood  to  have  decided  that 
this  is  an  iileijai  measure. 

Alderman  CI  irk—I  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
communication  rfiust  not  be  sent  to  the  Council, 
whether  we  wish  to  send  it  or  not. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  can't  see  how  it  affects  the 
matter  by  sending  the  communication  to  the  Council. 
The  proper  way  is  to  keep  it  here  aud  settle  whethei 
■we  will  concur  wilh  the  Council  or  not. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  the  communication  be 
laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  see  the  necessity  of 
•printing  the  document;  the  money  so  spent  had 
better  he  given  to  furnish  the  soup.  It  is  a  plainly 
written  document,  and  any  gentleman  can  rend  it  if 
he  wishes  to 

Alderman  Gibson- 1  fully  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  and  hope.the  communication  will 
not  be  printed. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  it  is  a  useless  expense. 
It  has  got  to  be  too  common  a  practice  here  to  have 
documents  printed.  As  to  the  matter  being  illegal,  I 
don't  know  how  that  may  be;  but  if  it  is,  I  don't  see 
how  it  can  be  any  more  so  than  the  voting  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  last  year  for  music.  If 
we  voted  for  that  I  think  we  certainly  can  overlook 
little  legal  quibbles  in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Stebbins — We  have  a  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  I  think  this  communi- 
cation should  be  referred  to  them.  If,  on  consulta- 
tion with  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  it  is  deemed 
best  to  establish  soup  houses  in  the  city  it  can  be 
done  legally. 

Alderman  Power — I  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that 
if  the  object  can  be  reached  in  a  legal  manner  we 
ought  by  all  means  to  reach  it  in  that  way. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  communication  on  the  table 
to  be  printed  was  lost. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  refer  the  communi- 
cation to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
with  instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing soup  houses  for  the  poor. 

Alderman  Clark  suggested  that  the  committee  be 
instructed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  distribution 
of  soup  for  the  poor. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  don't  quite  like  the  way  this 
thing  stands.  If  we  can't  do  it  legally  why  do  any- 
thing more  about  it? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  suppose  it  is  understood 
that  the  Legislature  confers  power  upon  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  to  do  this  very  work.  They  are 
the  agents  of  the  city,  and  it  is  for  this  very  reasojo 
that  the  order  is  declared  illegal.  I  now  move  that 
the  communication  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  instructions  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  establishing,  by  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  of  proper  pUces  throughout  the  city  for 
furnishing  soup,  or  other  provisions,  for  the  poor  of 
the  city. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

INSPECTOR  or  BUILDINGS. 

<  Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  r,o  whom  was 
referred  the  appointment  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of 
Oliver  L.  Shaw  to  the  office  of  Inspector  of  Buildings, 
reported  that  he  is  in  every  way  qualified  to  fill  the 
position,  and  recommended  that  the  appointment  be 
confirmed. 
It  was  so  ordered. 

THE  POBLIO  PAKK  QUESTION. 

At  five  o'clock  the  Board  took  up  the  special  as- 
signmeut,  viz.,  the  order  appointing  Messrs.  Shaw, 


Perkins,  Flynn,  Prescott  and  Boardman,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  a  Committee  on 
"Public  Works,"  with  directions  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  establishment  of  one 
or  more  pu  lie  parks  within  this  cily. 

Alderman  Emery— I  am  n»l  opposed  to  the  city 
having  a  proper  public  uark,  or  parks,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  the  other  gentlemen  of  this  Board  are  in 
favor  of  having  a  proper  park,  but  I  think  that  at 
this  late  day,  at  this  late  season,  it  is  an  improper 
time  to  appoint  a  committee  for  the  selection  of  such 
a  park.  I  think  that  nothing  can  be  done  at  this  late 
season  unless  it  be  to  procure  legislation  by  which 
proper  lands  can  be  taken,  aud  I  propose  to  move  as 
a  suDstitute  for  the  order  under  consideration  ihe  fol- 
lowing, which.  I  think,  will  make  suitable  provision 
for  covering  that  point: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Boston,  or  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Mayor  or 
the  City  Council,  to  purchase  or  otherwise  take  lands 
in  Boston  or  its  vicinity  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
out  one  large  park  or  several  small  parks  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  people. 

Alderman  Hulbert — The  order  that  was  before  the 
Board  and  the  order  which  it  is  proposed  to  substi- 
tutue  therefor  introduce  a  subject  which  I  have 
thought  should,  for  the  present  at  least,  lie  undis- 
turbed. I  cannot  bnt  regard  its  being  brought  forward 
at  the  present  time  as  inopportune  and  unwise,  and 
I  have,  since  joining  m  the  request  that  this  order  be 
laid  over  for  one  week,  given  it  such  thought  as  I 
was  able,  though  not  so  much  as  I  would 
like,  and  I  will  state  the  reasons  why  I  re- 
gard this   thing  as  inopportune  and  ill  considered. 

The  seutleman  who  originaied  the  order,  in  his 
remarks  at  its  introduction  into  the  other  branch 
assumed  (I  use  his  own  words)  "that  public  opinion 
has  reached  the  point  of  making  arrangements  for 
ihe  laying  out  of  a  public  park,  and  to  alnio.-t  de- 
mand of  the  ^City  Government  that  action  should  be 
taken  in  the  matter."  If  this  is  really  so,  it  is  high 
time  that  some  of  us  should  give  way  to  others  who 
can  more  readily  aud  correctly  understand  what  the 
popular  will  is.  For  myself,  I  shall  have  to  admit 
that  I  am  a  "little  hard  of  hearing."  Before  allud- 
ing to  what  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  order,  I  beg 
to  refer  to  its  details,  as  named  therein,  viz.,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Joint  Special  Committee  from  the 
present  Council  to  consider  and  report,  but  when, 
and  to  what  body  such  a  report  is  to  be  made, 
is  not  defined.  It  may  be  replied  that  this  commit- 
tee will  report  in  due  course,  as  other  committees 
do.  Let  us  see.  Within  a  short  month  the  present 
City  Council  will  cease  to  be.  Is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  any  committee  appointed  for  the  service 
required  can  make  the  needed  investigation, 
and  be  able  to  report  to  the  Council  that 
created      the     committee?         I     say     it     cannot. 

The  originator  of  the  order  must,  I  think,  have 
contemplated  the  existence  of  this  committee  to  be 
continued  beyond  the  present  year,  and  the  report  to 
be  made  to  some  future  Government.  Another  pro- 
vision of  the  order  is  that  "this  committee  be  called 
the  Cominitttee  on  Public  Works."  Kather  of  a 
high-sounding  title  for  a  simple  special  committee 
of  inquiry  to  bear.  This  may  indeed  mean  little.  I 
am  just  suspicious  enough  to  fear  that  it  may  intend 
much.  One  thing  is  certain,  the  mover  of  the  order 
intended  that  whatever  was  the  work  in  hand,  the 
committee  should  bear  no  common  name  and  title, 
but  one  implying  larj;e  responsibilities.  I  cannot  but 
think  that  it  is  intended  that  this  commii  tee  shall  he 
considered  as  an  important  one  in  the  public  mind, 
and  that  its  endeavors  will  be  quite  prolonged.  As  I 
read  the  order,  the  real  origin,  design  and  scope  of  it 
are  not  at  all  clear  lo  my  mind.  The  order  itself,  as 
prepared,  does  not  strike  me  pleasantly,  I  must  say. 
The  originator  of  it,  I  suppose,  does  not  expect  that 
the  creating  of  this  committee  is  to  be  without  ex- 
pense to  the  city.  These  special  committees  are  at 
times  quite  expensive,  and  I  have  the  impression 
that  if  this  committee  should  be  appointed  it  will  re- 
sult in  our  worthy  Auditor  being  called  to  make  an- 
other of  his  oft-repeated  donations  to  the  "City's 
Parker  Memorial  Fund." 

I  will  now  refer  to  that  which  is  the  main  object 
of  the  order,  viz.,  the  taking  steps  to  inauanrate  a 
scheme  for  a  large,  elaborate  and  costly  public  park, 
one  to  compare  favorably  with  those  which  some  of 
the  largest  cities  of  the  country  have  provided.  One 
gentleman,  in  the  other  branch,  remarking  upon  the 
order,  stated  that  "what  is  proposed  is  an  inquiry 
merely,  and  can  do  no  harm."  I  do  not  so  regard  it. 
I  think  the  inquiry  officially  and  formerly  instituted 
implies  too  much  to  be  harmle-p,if  no  subsequent 
steps  for  the  realization  of  the  scheme  are  contem- 
plated.   I  shall   try  to  show  that  it  is  most  unwise  to 
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move,  now,  in  the  thing  at  all.  To  sustain  the  posi- 
tion I  feel  called  upon  to  take  on  this  question,  it  is 
not  needful  or  pert'.nent  to  array  myself  as^ainst  such 
a  scheme  under  any  circumstances.  I  do  no  such 
thins-  I  '■"f'-^r  fo  ^^^  present  duty  of  the  city  as  to 
it.  I  think  that  such  a  thing  as  this  is  one,  which, 
like  many  things  to  a  private  individual,  is  \yell 
enough  if  it  can  he  afforded.  It  cannot  be  properly 
classed  in  the  tame  category  of  the  city's  needs  as  a 
water  supply,  street  extensions  and  widenings, 
sewerase,  fire  apparatus,  bridges,  school  and  other 
needed  public  buildings,  and  the  like.  When  these 
are  duly  provided  for,  and  the  financial  condition 
then  is  such  as  to  warrant  an  expenditure  which  is 
large  and  mainly  for  ornamental  and  recreating  pur- 
poses, then  is  a  time  for  such  a  matter  as  the  one  be- 
fore us  to  come  up. 

To  sati>fy  myself  as  to  what  position  it  is  my  duty 
to  talk  as  to  the  question,  I  have  sought  to  ascertain 
as  far  as  I  am  able,  what  the  actual  situation  of  the 
city  is — both  as  to  what  has  been  done,  and  what  is 
to  he  done.  I  see  not  how  I  could  properly  act  in  this 
matter  involving  an  expenditure  in  the  futuie  of  such 
magnitude,  without  getting  at  the  true  position  of 
the  city,  as  I  have  stated  That  I  may  be  the  better 
understood,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Board — in 
my  giving  here  a  condensed  statement  of  such  data 
and  information  as  I  have  obtained— for  my  own 
guidance.  That  the  position  may  be  the  better' 
appreciated,  I  will  refer  briefly  to  the  condition  of 
the  city,  at  dates  prior  to  the  present.  I  find  the  total 
funded  debt  ten  years  ago,  viz.,  in  May,  1863,  was 
$10,336,000. 
Unfunded 184,000 

Total $10,5^0.000 

Less  means  for  the  redemption  of  same 1,190,000 

Net  de bt $9,330,000 

In  May,  1868,  the  total  debt  was 14,W7,000 

Less  means  for  Its  redemption 5,200,000 

Net  debt $8,947,000 

In  May.  1873,  the  total  debt  was $31,841,000 

Less  means  for  Its  redemption 13,927,000 

Net  debt $17,814,000 

At  the  present  time  the  debt  is  as  follows: 

Funded $35,513,000 

Amount  authorized  but  unfunded  yet 3,537,000 

Total $39,050,000 

Add   to  this  the  amount  of  orders  for  loans 

now'before  the  City  Council 444,000 

The  sum  needed  to  complete  the  work  in  the 
burnt  listrict,  the  extension  of  Wa.»hington 
street,  and  the  widening  of  Washington  and 
Essex  streets,  not  less  than 800,000 

Making  a  total  of $40,294,000 

Deduct  means  tor  the  redemption  of  the  debt. .  14,114,000 

Net  debt  today $2'.,180,000 

This  refers  to  what  has  been  already  undertaken 
by  the  city,  but  it  does  not  give  at  all  the  real  situa- 
tion of  affairs  as  they  exist,  and  as  they  should  be 
viewed  bv  us  today.  We  must  look  further,  and  see 
what  there  is  that  the  city  is  likely  to  be  called  upon 
to  undertake  in  the  near  future,  much  of  which  there 
is  urgent  demand  for  immediately  commencing. 

I  therefore  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  such  items 
under  the  head  of  "'future  undertakings"  as  come  to 
my    mind,   such    as  are  being    considered   by    and 
urged  upon  the  Government  at  the  present  time: 
First,  the  uddirional  and  adequate  supply  of 
water,  which  is  Indispensable  aud  will  cost 

notlessthan $7,000,000  00 

Extra  pipes  and  )a*^or  for  extending  and  en- 
larging the  present  supply,  beside  what  has 

been  appropriated  for  the  next  year 250,000  00 

A  new  court  house  and  site,  not  less  than. . .     1,250,000  00 
Brldi  es  over  railroads  on  West  Chester  park, 

as  extended 1^5,000  00 

Bridges  over  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  orj 
Beacon  street  and  Broi>kliue  avenue,  in- 
cluding grade  damages,  say 400,000  00 

Brldirps  over  Lougwoou  avenue  aud  Nepou- 

set  River 100,000  00 

Building  of  Eastern  avenue,  including  the 
drawbridge,  which  must  be  unrtertakeii  at 
once,  according  to  an  agreement  made,  all 

1  o  cost  not  less  Mian a.OOO.OO*  00 

■Streets,  the  widening  and  extension  of  which 
are  before  the  city  for  consideration,  and 
all  of  which  claim  to  have  merit,  and  are 
pressed  upon  the  city  to  undertake,  and  in- 
volving and  expenditure  not  lest  than 7,000,000  00 

1  do  not  give  details  of  this  pptimatc.  a-  I 
should  not  leave  this  hall  without  having  a 
numbrr  of  streets  ouggested  to  me  as  be- 
ing o<erlooked,  which  I  nave  not  dared  to 
include  in  the  aliove 

Public  buildings,  from 800,000  00  to  1,000.000  00 

In  the  foregoing  1  do  not  include  any  expenditures 
to  be  made  on  account  of  or  in  the  recently  annexed 
territory. 


I  may  state  here,  however,  that  the  increase  to  the 
debt  of  the  city,  by  its  assuming  the  debts  of  Charles- 
town,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  is  $3,500,000. 
What  will  be  required  for  the  wants  of  these  sections 
the  Board  can  .iudge. 

The  foregoing,  if  undertaken,  will  increase  the  net 
debt  of  the  city,  at  a  near  day,  to  a  sum  not  less  than 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  all  this  without  a  public 
park  or  many  othe"  things  which  I  might  name  a.s 
among  the  possible  wants  of  the  city.  As  the  net 
debt  stands  today,  aud  with  more  favorable  rates  of 
interest  than  cau  be  expected  to  obtain  in  the  loans 
for  the  future  necessities  of  the  city,  the  amount  of 
annual  interest  to  be  paid  is  $2,400,000.  The  amount 
to  be  added  annually  to  the  Sinking  Fund  on  account 
of  the  above  debt  is  $600,000,  making  a  total  of 
$3,000,000,  which  must  be  included  in  the  annual  ta;i 
assessment  on  account  of  the  existing  debt.  By  the 
increased  indebtedness  to  arise  in  the  immediate 
future— if  what  is  contemplated  is  carried  out — soon 
there  will  need  be  a  further  amount  to  be  added  to 
the  sum  of  annual  taxation  for  interest,  etc.,  of  not 
far  from  .$2,500,000,  making  an  aggregate  to  be  raised 
annually^in  the  tax  assessments  of  fully  five  and  a 
half  millions,  and  this  in  addition  to  the  current  and 
rapidly  increasing  ordinary  expense  of  the  city. 
In  1863,  the  total  current  ordinary   expenses  of 

the  city  were $1,990,000 

State  tax 578,000 

Other  and  extra  expenses 512,000 

Total .$3,080,000 

Add  War  Expenses  Special,  of  which  .$900,000 
were  for  recruiting 1,140,000 

Total $4,.2U,000 

About  three-fourths  of  what  the  annual  interest  and 
Sinking  fund  is  soon  to  be,  I  fear.  Why,  in  1863,  the 
city  paid  the  enormous  sum  of  $93,000  for  interest 
alone. 

How  does  that  appear  today?  How  does  the  city 
stand  as  to  the  ordinary  current  expenses  for  time  to 
come?  By  reason  of  the '-great  fire"  the  appropria- 
tions made  for  the  c-urrent  year  were  made  at  the 
lowest  point  possible,  and  at  a  point  where  it  will  be 
impossible  to  keep  them  hereafter.  I  venture  to 
state  that  the  approoriationa  to  be  made  by  the  next 
Government  will  be  an  excess  over  the  present  of 
$800,000  to  $1 ,000,000.  What  is  to  be  the  taxation 
the  next  year  with  this  additi(ui  to  current  expenses 
and  the  increase  in  interest,  etc.? 

If,  in  the  foregoing,  I  have  consiaered  the  situation 
in  any  other  than  a  plain,  fair  aud  candid  manner,  I 
shall  hope  to  be  so  told.  I  am  no  croaker,  and  I 
.have  no  respect  for  a  man  who  is.  I  am  no  pro- 
fessional watcln-dog,  pledged  to  growl  at  any  and 
every  approach  to  the  treasury.  I  am  not  unmindful, 
but  quite  the  reverse,  of  the  future  growth,  wants 
and  importance  of  this  city.  I  must  confess  that  it 
is  not  without  solicitude  that  I  look  to  the  future 
in  our  history.  Various  causes  have  existed  to 
precipitate  upon  us,  rapidly  increasing  and  im- 
mensely large  expenditures.  The  citizens  at  large 
do  not  realize  what  the  facts  really  are.  If  they  did 
there  would  be  a  wide  felt  anxiety  as  to  what  the 
policy  would  be  tnat  should  prevail  at  City  Hall  in 
the  coming  year  and  years.  We  have  a  way  of  de- 
ceiving ourt  elves  as  to  the  city  finances.  We  do  not 
meet  the  annual  current  and  ordinary  expenses. 
Everything  that  can  be  pushed  off  for  the  future  to 
provide  for  is  so  done.  If  the  city  builds  a  small 
bridge  the  money  for  it  is  borrowed.  If  we  build  aa 
engine  house  or  hose-carriage  house  a  loan  is 
made  for  the  expense.  So  v  hen  we  erect 
a  schoolhouse,  the  funds  are  borrowed.  Anything 
that  cannot  by  »ny  manner  of  means  be  made  to  ap- 
pear as  an  unmistakable  current  expense  is  made  a 
cause  for  a  loan,  and  it  is  to  the  discredit  of  the  city 
that  it  is  so.  Now  I  claim  that  no  true  citizen  will 
for  a  moment  assent  to  a  policy  being  adopted  which 
will  tarnish  or  harm  the  good  credit  of  Boston.  It 
has  been  the  credit  of  all  the  country —none  better- 
scarce  any  as  good.  Strong  and  good  as  it  has  been 
it  may  be  injured  as  easily  as  female  purity,  even  a 
breath  of  suspicion  is  enough.  By  the  policy  which 
is  being  pursued  the  city  is  in  the  market  continually 
a  borrower.  It  is  unwise.  We  have  no  business  to 
borrow  for  many  of  the  things  we  do.  They  should 
be  paid  for  when  procured  or  else  not  have  them. 

Moneyed  men  are  looking  on  to  see  what  the  policy 
of  the  city  is  to  be  for  time  to  come.  The  city  has 
had  criticisms  the  current  year,  not  at  all  creditable, 
and  yet  they  were  not  undeserved.  I  see  no  way  but 
we  must  go  on  at.d  increase  to  an  extent  the  debt  in 
time  to  come;  but  it  should  be  done  only  for  the 
most  imperative  demands  of  the  pressing  needs  of 
the  city.  E'or  instance,  no  delay  should  be  had  in 
,  securing  a  full  water  supply.  All  will  justify  the 
city  in  this.  There  ure  other  plain  needs.  Letthet-cbe 
carefully  considered,  and  such  only  adopted  as  it  is  in 
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good  judgment  to  undertake.  I  submit,  then,  if  the 
present  thee  is  any  time  to  talje  up  the  subject  of  a 
large  public  parli?  I  trew  not.  Why,  situated  as  we 
are,  we  should  lose  our  self  respect  to  enter  upon 
such  a  thing  now,  and  we  shall  certainly  lose  the 
confidence  of  men  whose  good  opinion  we  need  in 
the  proper  working  of  our  finances.  It  is  all  well  to 
upeak  of  our  future,  and  plan  for  it;  but  do  not  pre- 
sent to  me  a  future  with  such  a  debt  as  some  would 
create  by  the  projects  brouaht  forward.  Some 
urge  that  now  is  the  time  to  start  in  the  thing 
because  land  may  be  had  at  a  less  cost  now  tha;h 
at  a  future  dare.  Suppose  it  is  so.  Suppose  a 
man  at  the  Highlands  who  has  a  pleasant  and 
comfortable  home,  who  is  prosecuting  a  fairly  pros- 
perous business,  and  yet  whose  house  is  well  mort- 
gaged, whose  capital  in  business  is  largely  borrowed, 
and  who  does  not  even  build  a  hencoop  without 
making  a  special  loan  to  meet  the  expense,  should 
pass  by  the  magnificent  grounds  and  mansion  of  our 
esteemed  citizen,  Horatio  Harris  Gore,  and  think  it 
would  be  a  fine  thing  for  himself  to  have,  and  should 
set  about  buving  it,  all  on  a  credit  mind  you.  And 
now  because  it  can  be  bou'.;ht  less  than  it  can  years 
hence,  when  possil)ly  he  may  come  to  be  able  to  have 
such  an  estate.  Just  as  proper  for  the  city  now  to 
start  out  for  a  park,  because  a  park  is  a  fine  thing  to 
have,  and  Chicago  and  New  York  each  have  one. 
Our  system  of  borrowing  for  all  extra  things,  leads 
to  an  increased  lavish  and  unwarranted  expenditure. 
Matters  have  been  undertaken  this  current  year  just 
because  a  loan,  instead  of  the  regular  appropriations, 
paid  the  bills.    It  is  all  money. 

A  park  such  as  is  contemplated  will  cost  millions 
to  create,  and  thousands  upon  thousands  for  annual 
support  and  establishment;  and  no  income  to  come 
back,  as  a  sinking  fund.  We,  as  I  view  it,  have  come 
to  a  point  when  the  policy  of  the  city  should  be  de- 
fined, and  changed  s«  far  as  to  have  it  in  a  line 
whi'-h  is  commendable  to  those  who  should  take 
judgment  upon  it.  We  cannot  ignore  the  good  opin- 
ion of  the  moneyed  world.  No  shrewder  minds  are 
to  be  found  than  the  men  who  stand  at  the  head 
source  of  capital.  Let.  the  city,  then,  inaugurate  a 
system  of  judicious  expenditure — ever  regarding  her 
situation — foregoing  the  undertaking  many  very  de- 
sirable things — desirable  to  be  dune.  If  the  city  had 
not  the  means  properly  at  hand  to  do  it.  T  he  city 
cannot  at  once,  nor  fiu'  years  to  come,  do  all 
that  is  proper  or  needful.  I  would  not  do  much 
that  is  now  under  consideration,  and  which,  I 
fear,  may  be  undertaken.  Cities  had  better  wait, 
as  private  individuals  do,  having  some  regard  to 
'  ways  and  meaas.  How  will  such  a  scheme  as  this 
great  public  park  be  regarded  by  those  sturdy  and 
honored  men  who  guard  the  treasury,  the  City  Treas- 
urer and  City  Auditor?  Imagine  the  great  committee 
— well  coated  and  niufflered,  ready  for  December 
blasts — as  starting  off  in  procession,  down  the  wide 
staircase  of  this  hall,  they  move  on  for  their  tour  of 
inspection  (so  appropriate  is  their  mission. to  the  sea- 
Lon).  See  them  in  the  main  hall— doors  open  on 
either  side— and  that  unimpassioned  Treasurer  and 
fierce-visaged  Auditor  standing  in  the  doorways  to 
view  and  Oless  the  parting  train.  What  a  blessing. 
The  parties  had  better  not  hear  it.  I  therefore  urge 
that  this  is  no  time  even  to  talk  about  a  public  park. 
We  cannot  afl'ord  it.  When  we  can— then,  buy  it — 
cost  what  it  may.  An  ill-afforded  luxury  is  dear  at 
any  price.  But  I  go  further,  and  assert  that, 
today,  Boston  has,  lor  all  the  uses  of  her  peo- 
ple, a  park,  bettei,  more  easy  and  cheap  of 
access — more  enjoyalile  when  reached  than  any 
city  in  this  country.  New  York  had  no  such 
facilities  as  we  possess.  Any  of  our  citizens  can 
reach  pure  air,  open  country,  beautiful  landscape, 
quiet  nooks  and  pleasant  lakes  easier  and  quicker 
than  the  citizens  of  New  York  can  their  Cent. al  P.jik. 
Central  Park  will  never  be  so  beautiful  and  satisfac- 
tory to  the  general  eye  as  are  our  own  beautiful  sub- 
urbs. The  time  may  come  when  we  shall  require  a 
park  as  is  proponed,  hut  the  time  is  not  ow.  I  hope 
the  general  public  will  come  U>  the  rescue  and  re- 
quire that  the  City  Council  shall  make  a  decided  halt 
and  a  partial  turn-aliuut  in  the  expenditures.  It 
should  occur  at  (mce.  It  is  aoitig  to  require  the  most 
careful  management  to  sli'ipe  our  finances  to  as  to 
hold  unhariued  the  city's  credit. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  ciue  time  I  shall  move 
that  this  whole  subject  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  whole  subject 
was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

EASTERN  AVENUE   BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Clark  submitted  a  communication  from 
Hon.  Josiah  Quincy.  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Har- 
bor Commissioners,  transmitting  a  vote  of  that  board 
approving  of  the  location  of  Eastern  avenue  and  the 
bridge  over  Fort  Point  Channel,  in  conformity  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  of  the  City  Council.  The  board  hope  that 
the  city  will  soon  take  decisive  measures  for  the 
construction  of  said  bridge.     Accompanying  the  vote 


of  the  Harbor  Commissioners  is  a  vote  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  Commonwealth,  passed  Novem- 
ber 21st  inst.,  approving  said  location. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  communication 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

HOSTON    AND   ALBANY    ,  EMIT. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  for  the  Board  to  prescribe 
the  limits  in  which  land  may  be  taken  for  depot  and 
station  purposes,  reported  the  following  order  of 
notice; 

Whereas,  The  Foston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company 
hath  presented  to  this  Board  a  petition,  praying 
said  Board  to  prescribe  the  limits  within  which  said 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  may  take,  for 
depot  and  station  purposes,  lands  and  materials  m 
the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  situate 
within  the  limits  described  as  follows,  viz.; 

Beginning  at  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  south- 
erly line  of  Kneelaiid  street  with  the  easterly  line  of 
Albany  street;  thence  running  eastwardly  by  the 
southerly  line  of  Kneeland  street  to  the  westerly  line 
of  Utica  street;  thence  southwardly  by  the  westerly 
line  of  Utica  street,  as  accepted  by  the  city,  and  by 
said  line  extended  southwardly  to  a  point  six  hun- 
dred feet  distant  southwardly  from  said  Kneeland 
street;  thence  soulhw  estwardly  to  the  easterly  line 
of  Albany  street  at  the  face  of  the  abutment  of  the 
Albany-street  Bridge;  thence  noithwardly  to  the 
easterly  line  of  Albany  street  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning: 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  all  persons 
and  corporations  owning  or  in  any  way  interested  in 
any  part  or  all  of  the  lands,  or  materials  situate  lying 
or  being  in  said  city  of  Boston,  within  the  said  lim- 
its, or  in  any  way  interested  in  the  subject  matter  of 
said  petition,  that  I liis  Board  will,  on  Monday,  the 
fifteenth  day  of  December  now  next,  ensuing,  at  four 
of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  consider  said  petition 
and  the  application  of  said  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company,  thereby  made,  and  will  then  and  there 
hear  all  persons  and  corporations  in  any  way 
interested  therein  by  serving  John  J.  Williams, 
Francis  W.  Palfrey,  trustee,  Alice  A.  Bartlett, 
Thomas  J.  Hills,  trustee,  Mary  A.  White  and 
John  White,  her  husband.  Mary  J.  Sullivan,  Mary 
Sullivan,  widow  of  John  Sullivan,  'junior, 
John  Edward  Sullivan,  child  of  said  Mary  and  John, 
all  of  said  Boston;  Josiah  Siickney  of  Watertown,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  eacti  of  them,  with  a 
copy  of  said  petition  and  of  this  order  thereon,  four- 
teen days  at  least  before  said  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, now  next  en^uing,  and  by  publishinir  the  same 
once  a  week  for  thne  successive  wi  eks  in  the  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser  and  tte  Boston  Post,  newspapers 
printed  at  said  Boston,  the  last  publication  to  be  two 
days,  at  least,  before  said  fifteenth  day  of  December 
next  ensuing. 

The  order  was  passed. 

REPORTS   AND    ORDERS. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Assess- 
or's Department,  reported  "no  action  necessaiy"  on 
petition  of  heirs  of  Nahnm  Ward  for  abatement  of 
certain  taxes  asses^ed  in  1871,  and  "leave  to  with- 
draw" on  petition  of  proprietors  of  India  wharf  for 
remission  of  taxes  paid  on  land  leased  to  the  city. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  rel'erred  the  petition  of  Henry  T,  Woods, 
reported  the  following  order; 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  la 
hereby  directed  to  refund  to  Henry  V.  Woods  the 
Bum  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents, 
being  the  amount  of  the  tax  erroneously  assessed  in 
1872  upon  the  estate  numbered  1080  Shawmut  avenue,, 
and  paid  by  said  Woods;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  Receipts  foi  Taxes  of  1872. 

Passed. 

Alileiman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  luspecliou  of  Buildings,  reported  an 
order  granting  permission  lo  Leander  H.  Jones  to 
erect  a  wagon  shed  at  22.5  Dorchester  avenue,  as 
asked  for  in  his  petition.     The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Right  Rev.  John  J.  Wil- 
liams, that  liquor  saloons  be  closed  on  Sundays,  that 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  sale  of 
liquor  on  Sundays  devolves  on  the  police.  The 
Chief  of  Police  infoims  thfe  committee  tliat  all  proper 
eff(n-ts  are  now  being  ma  -e  to  close  all  liqu«r  saloons 
on  Sundays,  and  theiefore  no  action  is  necessary  on 
the  part  of  the  Board.     The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert— 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  dis- 
charge two  mortgages  given  by  Donald  Ferguson  to 
the  town  of  Dorchester,  the  debts  secured  by  said 
mortgages  having  been  fully  paid.  One  mortgage'  is 
dated  June  2(lth,  ]85.'5.  and  is  recorded  with  Norfolk 
deeds,  lib.  2S7,  fol.  258.  The  other  is  dated  February 
12,  1860,  and  is  recorded  with  Norfolk  decks,  lib.  290, 
fol.  18. 


NOVEMBER 


1873 


494. 


Passed. 

Oil  motion  of  Alderman  Hiilbert — 

Orrieied,  That,  i.otice  be  issued  to  Parker  Bryant  to 
ftppt'ar  before  this  Board  on  Monday  next,  the  first 
day  of  December,  and  show  canse  why  the  license 
heretofore  granted  to  him  to  erect  a  bricK  stable  for 
peveiity-tive  horses,  on  Staumore  place,  should  not 
be  revoked. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Groiiiids,  reported  orders  oi'  notice  for 
hearings^(m  Monday,  December  9,  at  four  oMock  P-. 
M.,  on  the  suiiject  of  removing  trees  from  the  puhlie 
streets,  as  follows:  W  R.  Gray  and  Edward  Lang; 
owners  of  estates  on  St.  James  street,  and  all  others 
interested — removal  of  an  elm  which  occupies  the 
roadway  of  St.  James  street:  Henry  Reed,  owner  of 
esrate  corner  of  Ashland  and  Park  streets.  Ward  16; 
and  Joseph  C.  Liiidsley,  owner  of  estate  on  Beach 
and  Park  ^treets.  Ward  Iti— removal  of  two  elm  trees 
on  Park  street;  Benjamin  Graves,  owner  of  estite  on 
Mercer  street,  Ward  12— removal  of  tree  on  northeast 
fide  of  Mercer  street,  south  from  Dorchester  street; 
Francis  Marden,  owner  of  estate'on  Neponset  avenuej 
Ward  16,  and  Bartholomez  Roach,  owner  of  estate 
on  Pleasant  street.  Ward  lb — removal  of  nine  elm 
trees  which  occnpj'  the  roadway  of  Neponset  avenue. 
The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

Alderman  GafKeld,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Insiiiuti(ms,  to  whom  was  referred  au  order  in  ref- 
erence tB  the  primary  schools  in  the  Le«is  and 
GiD'OL  districts,  and  the  proposed  school  on  Beacon 
street,  near  Parker  street,  repurled  the  following  or- 
ders  recommending  tlieir  passage: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Building' 
be  authorized  to  provide  additional  temporary  ac- 
Coiiim(jdarions  tor  the  primary  school's  in  the  Lewis' 
District;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  temporary  accommodations- 
for  the  primary  scholars  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk- 
street,  Ward  16,  in  the  Gibson  District ;  the  expense, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  temporary  accommodationft 
for  the  primary-school  pupils  living  between  Arling- 
ton and  I'aiker  streets;  the  expense  to  be  charged  td 
the  approonaiiou  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Passed. 

Aldeinian  GalHeld,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  who  were  requested  to  ascertain  whether 
the  (iirls'  Hiiih  School  in  this  city  has  ever  received 
a  fc-gal  est!ibii.~nnient,  re'^orted  that  they  are  informed 
by  the  <  ity  Solicitor  that  the  establishment  of  such 
schools  is  authorized  by  the  statutes  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  thai  there  appears  to  be  no  want  of- 
legally  in  the  e^tablishment  of  the  school  in  this^ 
city.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on^ 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Gochiiuate  Water  Board  for  ati  additional  appropria- 
tion, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  request,  and 
recommended  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  Report  accepted,  and  request  so 
referred. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ord' red,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be  au- 
thorized lo  report  n  print  upon  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  in  relation  to  an  additional  supply  of  pure' 
water,  and  that  two  thousand  extra  copies  of  said  re- 
port be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  citizens; 
the  ex|iense  lo  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
priming 

Passetl. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li-. 
censes,  rep  >rted  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  J.  P.  .1.  Nolan  et  al..  for  transfer  of  wagtm  li- 
censes; W.  P.  Spaulding,  to  give  concerts  at  South 
BoMon.  December  ,"5  and  6;  Thomas  F.  Doherty,  to 
give  concert  in  Sumner  Hall,  November  27;  S.  C. 
Mai  tin,  Jr.,  to  give  concert  in  vestry  of  Unitarian 
ohnrrli,  in  Kast  Boston,  December  ];  John  C  Mc- 
J)eviir.  John  H.  Marshall.  John  Holland.  Thomas 
Heaphy,  T.  G.  Canty,  Patrick  Carroll,  for  victual- 
leiV  license;  15.  L.  Golartt,  to  keep  bowling  saloon,  ' 
at,  21  Kli-et  street.     Severally  accepted. 

A Id'-rmaii  Sayward.  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  the  applicati  n  of  James 
Scfiiilan  for  victuallerV  license.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reportcid  that  the  assessments  for  a  sewer  in  Bnck- 
inghain  street  were  correct,  and  recommended  the 
pussasre  of  orders  for  collection.  The  orders  were 
read  iince. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  «ii  order  for  tlie  consiruction  of  a  comm(m 
sewer  in  Westminster  street,   between  Winsor  and 


On  tnotion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered,  That  an  assessment  of  $62  levied  on 
Benjamin  F.  Bean  for  a  sewer  in  Eustis  street,  and 
an  assessment  of  ,$34  93  levied  on  James  and  Martin 
Millmore  for  a  sewer  in  Hammond  street,  be  and  the 
safne  are  hereby  abated;  that  $19  67  be  abated  from 
Joseph  F.  vVilson  and  assessed  upon  C.  W.  Farnum, 

fl74  18  from  Alexander  Dearborn  and  assessed  upoh 
obn  W.  Beals,  and  ,1-59  77  from  William  Jones  and 
assessed  upon  James  Edwards,  for  a  sewer  in  Sum- 
mer street. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  on  the  petitions  of  Nash,  Spalding  &  Co.^ 
Horatio  Harris, Stephen  Bowen,Alphe'i8  Hardy  e.i  al.i 
trustees,  and  Nathaniel  C.  Nash,  for  payment  for 
street  damai.'es,  that  said  claims  having  been  left  to 
settlement  witti  leferees,  no  action  is  necessary;  and 
from  the  same  committee,  that  no  action  is  necessary 
on  the  petitions  of  George  Lawton  and  John  Ritchie 
«'  al.  for  street  damages,  the  claims  having  been  set- 
tled.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages,  as  follows; 
Martha  A.  and  Hannah  N.  Baker  $385  75,  widening 
Ceylon  street;  Charles  Hulbert  $60  80,  widening 
Dale  street ;  George  Wry  $131  25,  widening  Ceylon 
street;  Stephen  Bakei  $126  50,  widening  Ceylon 
street;  Willum  Boynton  $12  2.50,  widening  of  Lin- 
eoln  street.     The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  cimimittee,  re- 
ported orders  for  the  removal  of  ob.-fructions  from 
Cjylon  and  Dale  streets  within  ten  days.    Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  George  L. 
Johnsons;!  al.^  that  the  bay  windows  on  the  Good- 
now  estate,  on  West  Bruokline  street,  be  allowed  to 
remain.    Accepted,  ' 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported an  order  of  notice  to  -Toseph  B.  Moors,  tQ 
romove  off  his  building  projecting  over  the  line  of 
High,  Congress  and  Matthews  streets.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power — 

Ordered  That  the  street  leading  easterly  from 
Howard  avenue,  over  land  of  W^.  Elliot  Woodward 
and  others,  and  recently  opened  to  public  travel,  be' 
hereafter  called  and  known  as  Harlow  street. 

Passed.  ; 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving/ 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Rich-: 
ard  Miller,  for  grade  damages.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  tae  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  F.  Paul, 
reported  an  order  granting  permission  to  Joseph  P. 
Paul  to  lay  down  a  steam  oipe  under  and  across  Bris- 
tol street,  provided  he  shall  first  secure  the  city  from 
damage  therefrom  and  remove  the  pipe  when  ordered 
by  the  Board.     The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $204  75,  being  one-half, 
the  tax  for  1872  assessed  upon  tlie  estate  taken  from 
George  Allen  and  William  Noble  for  the  extension  Of 
Devonshire  street  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  passed  May  13,  1872,  and  paid  by 
them,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  refunded,  and  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  payment  of 
the  said  amount  "to  the  said  Allen  &  Noble,  upon 
their  receipt;  and  charge  it  to  an  appropriation  for 
Extending  Devonshire  street. 

Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  - 

Ordered,  That  the  betterments  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  on  the  estate  of  Hannah  Glover, 
and  of  two  hundred  and  one  dollars  on  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  Wallace  and  Mrs.  Dill,  both  on  Commercial 
street,  in  Ward  16,  assessed  by  an  order  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  of  August  5th  last,  for  the 
widening  of  Dudley  and  other  streets,  be  and  the 
same  hereby  are,  for  cause,  abated  in  full.  "  :' 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tioir  of  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  to  use  steam  engine  at 
411  Washington  street,  there  being  no  objection. 
Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  convey,  by  a  deed  of  release, 
to  the  heirs  of  William  H,  Bordman,  the  strip  of' 
one  hundred  and  nine  square  feet  of  land  discon- 
tinued from  Sturgis  street  (and  adjoining  said  estate) 
bv  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
passed  April  15,  1871. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,   That  an  additional  appropriation  of  $100 
be  made  to  cover  the  expense  of  watering  the  streets 
around  the  public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Squares. 

Passed. 

FALSE   PIKE  ALARMS. 

On  'motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 
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quested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  City  Council  a 
draught  of  au  ordinance  for  the  punishment  of  persons 
giving  false  alarms  of  iires  or  improperly  interfering 
m  any  way  with  the  signal  boxes  connected  with  the 
fire-alarm  telegraph. 

Alderman  Quiucy — Within  the  last  two  or  three 
days,  for  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years,  there 
have  been  reueated  false  alarms  of  lire.  I  can  only 
suppose  that  they  were  given  by  some  evil-disposed 
person, who  expected  to  profit  therefrom.  I  can  hardly 
expect  that  they  would  have  been  sounded  to  create 
dissatisfaction  with  the  new  regime.  We  have  now 
a  statute  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  desirable  to  make 
it  more  effective,  and  to  increase  the  penalty  of  tam- 
pering with  the  boxes. 

The  order  was  passed. 

RESIGNATION   ACCEPTED. 

Alderman  Stebbius,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Eire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resigna- 
tion of  Assistant-Engineer  Zenas  E.  Smith,  made  a 
report  recommending  that  the  resignation  be  ac-^ 
cepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins — In  justice  to  Mr.  Smith  it,  de- 
volves npon  me  to  state  that  his  resignation  was  ten- 
dered last  June,  but  that  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
committee,  he  has  been  prevailed  upon  to  remain 
till  the  present  time,  although  he  has  frequently  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  be  relieved. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  resignation 
was  accepted. 

WARRANTS   FOR   THE   CITY   ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins—  i 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issuecbfor  the  meetings 
of  the  legal  voters  of  the  first  sixteen  wards  of  this 
city,  in  their  resoective  v/ard  rooms,  on  Tuesday,  the 
ninth  day  of  December  next,  being  the  Tuesday  after 
the  second  Monday  in  s^aid  month,  at  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  an 
able  and  discreet  person  to  be  Mayor  of  this  city;  also 
for  twelve  Aldermen,  all  of  whom  to  be  inhabitants 
of  this  city;  alsu  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  a  War- 
den, Clerk  and  five  Inspectors  of  Elections,  two  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Conmiittt-e  to  serve  three  years, 
and  four  members  of  the  Common  Council— all  to  he 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  to  be  residents  within 
their  respective  wards.  Also  to  give  in  their  ballots 
for  one  able  and  discreet  person  to  serve  as  a  Street 
Commissioner  for  three  years  from  the  first  Monday 
iia  January  next.  Also  to  notify  the  voters  in  Ward 
14  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one  member  of  the' 
School  Committee  in  place  of  P.  O.  Edson,  resigned. 
All  to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot.  The  polls  to  be 
kept  open  till  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
JPassed. 

,0n  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 
;.  Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meetings' 
of  the  legal  voters  of  Wf^st  Roxbury  (Ward  17),  of 
Brighton  (Ward  19),  and  of  Charlestown  (Wards  20, 
21,  22.)  to  assemble  at  their  usual  places  of  voting,  on 
Friday,  the  ninth  day  of  December  next,  at  eight 
o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  vote  for  the  follow-- 
Ihg  officers: 
'Ward  n—Firt't,  to  choose  a  Warden,  Clerk,  and  five 
Inspectors  of  Elections  to  serve  until  January,  1874; 
second,  to  give  in  Ihair  ballots  for  a  Mayor,  twelve 
Aldermen,  two  members  of  the  Ccmimon  Council, 
and  six  members  of  the  School  Committee— two 
to  serve  one  year,  two  to  serve  two  years,  and  two  to 
serve  three  years;  a  Warden,  Clerk,  and  five  Inspect- 
ors of  Elections  and  one  Street  Commissioner— all 
officers  in  the  second  clause  to  be  voted  for  on  one 
ballot. 

i  Ward  No.  19—Fi7-sf,  to  choose  a  Warden,  Clerk  and 
five   Inspectors  of  Elections,  to  serve  until  January, 
1874;    second,   to  give  in  their  ballots  for  a  Mayor, 
twelve  Aldermen,    two    members  of    the   Common 
Council,  and  three  members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee—one for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for- 
three  years,  a  Warden,  Clerk,  and   five  Inspectors  of 
Elections,  and   one  Street  Commissioner,  all  officers 
in  the  second  clause  to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot- 
Wards  20, 21  and  22— To  give  in  their  ballots  for  May- : 
or,  twelve  Aldermen,  a  Street  Commissioner,  a  Ward- 
en, Clerk  and  five  lusjiectors  of  Elections,  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Common   Council,   three  members  of  the 
School  Committee,   one    for   one    year,   one  for  two 
years,  one  for  three  years;  all  to  be  voted  for  on  one 
ballot. 
The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M.  > 
Passed. 

GATES   AT  RAILROAD   CROSSINGS, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbin.«— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
gates  at  the  railroad  crossings  on  Marginal,  Webster 
and  Sumner  streets,  East  Boston,  and  report  to  this 
Board  estimates  of  the  cost  of  establishing  and  main- 
taining the  same. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  The  Committee  on  Paving 
have  now,  1  think,   before   them   a   petition  numer 


ously  signed,  asking  that  a  bridge  may  be  built  over 
Webster  avenue  or  Sumner  street.  I  think  every 
member  of  the  City  (government  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  such  a  bridge  would  be  very  costly 
and  of  doubtful  expediency.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  an  additional  ferry  is  considered  in  that  part  of 
the  city,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  exigency 
might  be  met  by  the  establishment  of  gates,  the  cost 
of  which  would  be  but  slight  in  comparison  with 
that  of  maintaining  a  bridge.  I  hope  the  coraniiltee 
will  look  into  this  matter  and  report  back.  It  seems 
to  be  a  feasible  way  of  protecting  the  streets.  About 
two  hundred  trains  cross  those  streets  in  a  day,  and 
there  being  only  a  man  with  a  flag,  the  place  is  very 
dangerous. 

Aldermm  Gibson— I  thank  the  Alderman  for  lend- 
ing me  a  hand  in  this  matter.  There  are  over  five 
hundred  trains  passing  there  in  a  day.  I  have  done 
my  best  to  get  this  thing  through,  and  I  hope,  the 
Board  will  pass  the  order.  I  am  aware  that  a  bridge 
could  n't  be  reasonably  expected;  it  would  cost  a 
great  deal  of  money ;  but  if  we  could  get  one  gate 
even,  it  would  be  an  advantage.  There  are  several 
streets  which  cross  these  tracks,  through  which 
young  children  go  to  school,  and  of  course  it  keeps 
th'i  women  in  a  perfect  fever  about  school  hours. 
Even  if  a  gate  be  put  on  Sumner  street  thai  alone 
would  be  a  very  good  thing. 

The  order  was  passed. 

STOUGHTON-STRBET   RAILROAD   CROSSING. 

Alderman  Clark  ofl'eied  an  "order  to  quit"  giving 
notice  to  the  trustees  of  the  Boston,  Hanford  &  Erie 
Railroad  to  remove  all  obstructions  forthwith  from 
Stoughton  stieet,  in  Waid  16,  as  ordered  by  the 
Street  Commissioners,  and  in  case  of  non-compliance, 
directing  the  same  to  be  done  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets 

Alderman  Sayward  asked  for  the  meaning  of 
"forthwith"  in  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark— It  means  immediately — tomorrow 
or  the  next  day— to  take  immediate  action.  I  under- 
stand that  tills  order  if  all  that  is  necessary  to  allow 
the  Superintendent  of  Streees  to  go  on  at  once. 

Alderman  Sayward — That  means  just  nothing  at 
all.  I  wish  something  more  definite  may  be  fixed 
upon,  and  if  the  railroad  folks  do  not  remove  these 
obstructions,  1  hope  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
will  have  power  to  do  so  in  a  short  tine. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  an  amendment  so  that  the 
work  would  be  done  within  three  days. 

Alderman  Stebbins — As  I  understand  if  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  will  not  remove  the  posts  to  the, 
gate  which  the  railroad  keeps  there,  and  I  iiope  the 
railroad  will  he  compelled  to  keep  the  gate. 

Akiernian  Sayward— 'I'hose  posts  support  |the  sign 
which  is  in  the  way  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad, 
and  prevent  the  track  from  being  finished  to  Up- 
ham's  C^orner,  which  the  people  very  much  desire. 

Alderman  Siebbifls— I  was  at  this  place  last  Fri- 
day. It  is  a  gate  post  and  not  a  sign  post.  It  stands 
in  the  way  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  and  I  don't 
think  it  oiinht  to  be  removed  unless  the  railroad  is 
compelled  to  keep  up  the  gate. 

Alderman  Sayward — l''hen  they  can  all  be  removed- 
without  the  least  trouble,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  done 
at  once  as  it  is  very  much  desired  by  the  people. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

LIMITS   OF   SUFFOLK   COUNTY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  report  and  or- 
der (printed  City  Doc.  127)  authorizing  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  next  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  annexing  Chelsea,  Revere  and  Winthrop  to  Mid- 
dlesex County,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  suppose  some  gentlemen  of 
the  Board  have  not  had  time  to  read  this  report  since 
it  has  been  printed,  but  I  think  I  can,  in  a  very  few 
words,  give  them  the  substance  of  the  report  so 
that  they  can  vote  for  the  order.  About  forty 
year  ago  the  town  of  Chelsea  was  exempted 
from  taxation  for  county  purposes,  on  condition 
of  releasing  to  the  county  of  Suffollc  all 
right  and  title  to  the  county  jails,  to  continue  for 
twenty  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the 
Legislature  made  no  change  in  the  arrangement.  It 
is, supposed  that  twenty  years'  exemption  from  taxa- 
tion would  be  a  sufficient  compensation,  but  it  went 
on  for  forty  years  and  we  have  been  paying  for  land 
damages,  etc.,  in  Chelsea.  Finally,  in  1872,  the  sub- 
ject was  taken  to  the  Legislature  and  they  relieved 
ns.,  The  Alderman  read  the  C')nclnding  parts  of  the 
report,  and  the  order,  and  said.  If  this  order  is 
passed  it  will  bring  the  subject  to  the  Legislature, 
and  then  if  these  towns  come  forward  and  express  a 
desire  to  be  annexed  to  some  other  county,  they  can 
do  so.  It  does  n't  commit  the. city  of  Boston  to  op- 
posing it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

NOVEMBER   25,    1873. 


The  regular  weeklj  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  eveningat  half-past  seven  o'clock, 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  TROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  were  severally  acted  upon,  in  con- 
currence: 

Petitions  of  John  Lyons  ei  al.  were  referred. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  a  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Water,  recommending  the  grant- 
ing of  the  request  of  the  Water  Board  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $175,000. 

Referepces  to  Committee  on  Streets:  1 — Of  a  com- 
munication, resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commis- 
sioners, for  widening  Magazine  street,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $24,015  95-100  (City  Doc.  No.  124).  2— Of 
a  communication,  resolve  and  order  from  Street  Com- 
missioners, for  extension  of  Enstis  to  Magazine 
street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $11,640  20-100  (City 
Doc.  No.  125).  3— Of  an  order  authorizing  the  Mayor 
to  convey  a  portion  of  Sturgis  street,  discontinued, 
to  W.  H.  Bordman's  heirs.  4 — Of  a  communication 
from  chairman  of  Harbor  Commissioners,  transmit- 
ting action  of  said  commissioners,  and  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  establishing  the  location  of  East- 
ern avenue  and  the  bridge  over  Fort  Point  Channel, 
in  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  on  Streets. 

Report  (no  action  necessary)  on  petition  of  heirs  of 
Nahum  Ward  for  abatement  of  taxes  assessed  in 
1871.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  proprietors 
of  India  wharf,  that  tax  of  1873,  assessed  on  a  por- 
tion of  their  property,  be  refunded.    Accented. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  L.  H. 
Jones  to  erect  a  wagon  shed  at  225  Dorchester  ave- 
nue.    Order  passed. 

Order  recjuesting  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  sub- 
mit an  ordinance  providing  for  punishment  of  per- 
sons who  give  false  alarms  of  fire,  or  who  improperly 
interfere  with  signal  boxes.    Passed. 

Report  that  the  establishment  of  the  Girls'  High 
School  is  authorized  by  the  statutes.    Accepted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Build- 
ings, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  recom- 
mending the  confirmation  of  Oliver  L.  Shaw,  as  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  in  place  of  David  Chamberlin, 
resigned.  Accepted,  and  the  appointment  confirmed. 

Message  of  the  Mayor  tendering  his  resignation  of 
the  office  of  Mayor,  to  take  effect  on  the  29th  inst., 
he  having  been  elected  to  represent  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.    Resignation  accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  resignation  of 
Zenas  E.  Smith  as  an  Assistant-Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department,  tendered  by  him  on  the  22d  of  June 
last.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Water  Board  to  report  in  print  on  the 
order  for  an  additional  supply  of  pure  water.   Passed. 

Message  from  the  Mayor,  transmitting  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  relation  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor  during  the  coming  winter,  came 
from  the  Board  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  instructions  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  establishing  places  throughout  the 
city  for  furnishing  soup  and  other  provisions  to  the 
poor.  Laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

The  following  were  severally  read  once: 

Report  ana  order  to  refund  to  Henry  T.  Woods 
$100  67,  being  tax  erroneously  assessed  in  1872,  and 
paid  upon  estate  1086  Shawmut  avenue. 

Report  and  order(new  draught)  to  provide  temporary 
accommodations  for  the  primary-school  pupils  living 
between  Arlington  and  Parker  streets.    , 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  primary  schools,  Lewis  District. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  primary  schools  in  vicinity  of  Norfolk 
street.  Ward  16. 

Order  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $100  be 
made  to  cover  the  expense  of  watering  streets  around 
public  grounds. 

Read  once  and  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  6,  by  striking  out  $100  and  inserting  $225. 
Mr.  Perkins  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  that 
the  order  might  pass. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  rules  will 
not   be    suspended.     The  Finance  Committee   had 


under  consideration  today  the  request  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares  for  an  additional 
appropriation,  and  they  are  not  inclined  to  grant  the 
request  in  addition  to  the  $80,000  first  appropriated. 
The  committee  have  another  meeting  tomorrow,  and 
I  hope  the  rules  will  noi  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— As  the  motion  occasions 
discussion,  I  will  withdraw  it. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature 
for  ail  act  to  set  off  Chelsea,  Revere  and  Winthrop 
from  Suffolk,  and  annex  them  to  Middlesex  County. 
(City  Doc.  No.  127.) 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  have  been  informed  by 
citizens  of  Winthrop  that  they  desire  to  be  heard  on 
this  matter  before  action  is  taken  by  the  Council. 
They  have  a  mass  meeting  this  evening  to  take  action 
on  the  subject,  and  until  it  is  known  what  they  do  I 
hope  the  report  will  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  hope  that  the  order 
will  be  laid  on  the  table.  It  is  a  matter  of  too  much 
importance  for  us  to  consider  without  more  informa- 
tion than  we  have  at  present.  The  propositioi  is  to 
dissever  the  towns  and  ciiy  named  from  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  and  I  hope  they  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard.  I  believe  those  places  will  be  annexed 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  am  confident  that  is 
their  desire.  So  I  hope  no  action  will  be  taken  until 
they  can  be  heard,  and  with  the  consent  of  my  friend 
from  Ward  1  I  move  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Aff  lirs  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  General  Court 
to  annex  to  Boston  so  much  of  Brookline  as  lies 
north  of  southerly  line  of  Brighton  avenue,  with 
such  other  lands  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
form  a  suitable  connection  between  Brighton  and 
the  old  portion  of  the  city,  anl  minority  report  and 
order  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  on  sams  subject, 
came  from  Aldermen,  with  the  order  reported  by  the 
majority  adopted. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  majority  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— It  will  be  remembered  that 
when  this  matter  was  up  before  the  Council,  an  order 
was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  original  order  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  the  substance  of  which  was  to  run  a  line 
from  Muddy  Brook  along  Longwood  avenue  and  by 
Beacon  street  to  Brighton,  so  as  to  include  the  terri- 
tory between  the  Brighton  road  and  Beacon  street 
and  the  greater  part  of  Longwood.  When  the 
matter  came  before  the  committee  the  majority 
reported  in  favor  of  the  original  order  in  a  new 
draught,  which  only  contemplated  adding  to  the  city 
of  Boston  60  much  of  the  town  of  Brookline  as 
lies  between  the  southerly  line  of  Brighton  ave- 
nue and  Charles  River.  To  this  the  majority  pro- 
posed to  add  such  other  additional  lands  as  might  be 
necessary  to  give  access  to  Brighton  from  Boston. 
That  is  all  I  want,  and  the  only  question  is  whether 
the  present  City  Council  shall  express  an  opinion  on 
that  subject  or  whether  it  shall  be  left  to  the  next 
City  Government.  It  is  to  get  that  expression  that 
I  introduced  that  minority  report.  This  is  all  the 
difference  there  is.  If  we  annex  so  much  of  the 
tov/n  of  Brookline  as  lies  between  Beacon  street  and 
Brighton  avenue,  that  will  seem  to  give  a  conven- 
ient connection  between  Boston  and  Brighton. 
Inasmuch  as  Beacon  street  is  a  great  avenue 
on  that  side  and  leads  directly  to  the 
pessessions  of  the  city,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  should 
be  a  part  of  the  city.  I  thought  it  was  well  that  tnis 
Council  should  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on 
the  question  whether  they  would  define  the  line  of 
the  territory   they  wish  to  have  annexed  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— In  order  that  members  of 
the  Council  may  become  better  acquainted  with  the 
report  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

tTNriNISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  came  up  as  unfinished  business  and 
were  acted  upon  in  concurrence: 

Report  and  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $3000,  to 
be  made  to  pay  the  extra  expenses  incurred  in  finish- 
ing and  furnishing  the  new  ferry  boat  "Winthrop." 

Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent 
of  armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  F,  First 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  1867  Washington  street,  from 
first  of  October  last;  and  to  allow  $800  per  annum  to 
be  paid  for  rent  of  armory  now  occupied  by  said 
company,  at  junction  of  Warren  and  Palmer  streets, 
beginning  on  first  of  October  and  continuing  till 
otherwise  ordered. 

Passed— Yeas  42,  nays  0. 

REQUEST   FROM   THE   SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee for  the  enlargement  of  the  area  of  the  primary 
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school     lot    on    Lexington     street.    East    Boston. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

KEVISION   op   THE    CITY   CHARTER. 

A  communication  was  received  from  liis  Honor  the 
Mayor  notifying  the  City  Council  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  an  order  passed  October  .31, 
1873,  he  had  appointed  Bedjamin  R.  Curtis, 
Geo'-ge  T.  Bigelow,  OtisNorcross,  Charles  G.  Greene 
and  Charles  Allen  a  cemmission  to  revise  the  city 
charter. 

The  communication  was  sent  up. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1  presented  the  petition  of 
Company  B,  First  Regiment  Cavalry  (Boston  Light 
Dragoons),  representing  that  Boylston  Hall  is  wholly 
inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  an  armory  for  a 
cavalry  company,  and  requesting  that  they  may  have 
a  new  armory  in  the  City  Building  on   Mason   street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

WASHINGTON    PARK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of 
$1100  in  improving  Washington  park;  said  sum  to  be 
in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Perkins  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that 
the  order  migtit  be  passed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  hoped  that,  in  view  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Finance  Committee,  the  order  would  be 
laid  over. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— This  is  simply  an  order 
asking  for  an  appropriation  for  work  already  done. 
They  are  simply  asking  to  be  allowed  to  pay  for  this 
work  from  the  appropriation  made  for  expenses  of 
the  department  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Blackmarof  Ward  11— The  facts  are  all  well 
known  to  the  Finance  Committee.  There  are  some 
$1400  now  on  hand  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds.  It  has 
been  explained  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  that 
that  amount  will  be  exceeded  by  the  labor  account, 
and  I  hope  if  the  money  is  to  be  expended  it  will  go 
to  that  account  first. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  order  is  precisely  for 
that  purpose;  the  money  is  to  pay  for  improvements 
already  made  on  Washington  park. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Washington  park  has  been 
brought  up  here  most  unexpectedly  to  me.  I  have  a 
few  figures.  I  undertook  to  see,  today,  what  Wash- 
ington park  has  cost  the  city,  as  I  understood  it  was 
done  particularly  in  favor  of  a  certain  Alderman. 
This  park  is  in  Roxbury,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  residence  of  one  of  the  Aldermen  who  is 
one  of  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  pub- 
lic parks.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  understand 
me.  I  am  in  favor  of  expenditures  for 
public  parks.  I  inquired  today  what  this  Wash- 
ington park  is,  not  knowing  it  would  be  brought  up 
here  tonight.  I  suppose  Washington  park  consists 
of  396,12.5  square  feet  of  land  in  the  Highlands.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  a  most  beautiful  place.  It  has 
cost  the  city  of  Boston  $23,443  16  and  I  am  told  that 
the  managers  of  this  matter  have  gone  on  to  an  un- 
limited extent  and  spent  mc  ney  there,  and  that  they 
ran  in  debt  to  a  considerable  amount.  I  don't  object 
to  that.  They  have  done  it  leeritimately  and  proper- 
ly, pei  haps;  but  I  want  to  see  members  of  the  City 
Government  consistent.  I  don't  want  a  gentleman 
in  this  Government  to  oppose  a  public  park  when  he 
has  got  the  special  privilege  of  a  park  in  front  of  his 
own  house.  Washington  park  consists,  I  am  told, 
of  a  considerable  ledge  of  rocks.  This  year  there 
have  been  spent  on  this  park  over  ten  thousand 
dollars  and  last  year  over  thirteen  thousand.  I  have 
no  auubi  the  money  was  judiciously  expended.  I 
am  m  favor  of  all  such  expenditures;  but  when  I 
find  them  made  it  comes  with  an  ill  grace  for  such 
parties  to  oppose  a  general  expenditure  for  public 
parks  in  the  city  of  Boston.  This  is  why  I  am  called 
upon  to  say  something  here,  because  I  want  to  see 
members  of  the  City  Government  entirely  consistent 
in  their  advocacy  or  opposition  to  measures  of  pub- 
lic improvement.  As  I  walked  through  the  corridors 
of  the  City  Hall,  today,  I  happened  to  see  this  piece 
of  paper  (holding  it  in  his  hand)  floating  about  and  I 
picked  it  up.  I  find  that  a  member  of  the  other 
brnnch  raises  his  voice  and  briniis  to  bear  all  the  bat- 
teries with  which  he  is  endowed  and  undertook  to 
read  those  long  figures  before  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. When  I  heard  that  this  particular  member 
of  the  City  Council  has  made  this  speech  I  was  some- 
what surprised  to  find  that  a  citizen,  after  receiving 
the  benefit  of  an  expenditure  of  over  twenty-three 
thousand  dollars  for  his  immediate  neighborhood, 
should  raise  his  voice  against  a  contemplated  ex- 


penditure when  it  is  indorsed  by  the  people  and  the 
whole  press  of  Boston.  I  shall  hope,  and  I  agree 
with  my  friend  from  Ward  11,  or  some  other  ward,  or 
no  ward  at  all,  that  this  matter  shall  be  investigated 
before  one  dollar  more  has  been  spent  in  that  imme- 
diate vicinity.  If  the  matter  of  a  public  park, 
now  agitated,  is  to  be  put  down  by  a  gentleman 
whose  property  has  been  benefited  to  a  large 
extent  by  parks  already  established,  then  I 
say  it  is  our  right  and  duty  to  raise  our  voices 
here  against  it,  and  at  any  rate  to  examine  into  these 
expenditures.  I  am  in  favor  of  all  public  improve- 
ments, but  not  in  favor  of  those  special  improve- 
ments which  benefit  only  a  particular  class  to  the 
detriment  of  the  whole  people.  1  hope  thf  objection 
to  the  passage  of  this  order  will  be  sustained  until 
we  ascertain  to  what  extent  this  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure has  gone  before  we  vote  the  money. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — One  word  on  the  matter 
which  the  gentleman  has  introduced  here.  I  think 
it  is  only  due  to  the  gentleman  whose  action  has  been 
brought  forward.  Washington  park  was  the  prop- 
erty of  the  city  years  before  that  gentleman  became 
an  Alderman  or  was  spoken  of  for  that  office,  and  so 
far  as  I  know  he  has  never  said  one  word 
in  favor  of  the  expenditure  for  that  park,  and 
not  one  dollar  has  been  spent  at  his  soli- 
citation. Further,  I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  this  matter  being  laid  on  the  table,  only  I 
want  the  Council  to  understand  before  they  so  vote 
that  the  order  is  not  for  any  new  appropriation,  but 
is  simply  to  enable  laborers  who  have  done  the  work 
to  get  their  pay. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— There  are  one  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars  remaining  unexpended  of  the 
appropriation  for  Comruon  and  Public  Grounds.  The 
pay-roll  of  that  department  already  amounts  to  two 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars.  If  this  order  is 
passed  there  will  be  some  preferred  laborers  whose 
claims  will  be  paid.  I  move  that  the  order  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  carried— 21  for,  16  against. 

MAGAZINE-STREET   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9,  presented  a  report  from 
the  Special  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street  District, 
who  were  requested  to  report  whether  any  additional 
legislation  is  necessary  to  secure  the  raising  of  the 
territory  bounded  by  Hampden  street,  Norfolk 
avenue.  Magazine  street  and  Swett  street.  The  com- 
mittee report  that  if  the  Committee  on  Streets  or  the 
Street  Commissioners  should  deem  it  expedient  to 
lay  out  streets  at  this  time  over  that  territory,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  apply  for  additional  legislation 
to  secure  the  filling  of  the  adjoining  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  the  report  was  referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
•     On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6— 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  S.  B.  Eustis,  police  offi- 
cer, amounting  to  $28,  for  extra  services,  be  allowed 
for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  provided  it 
is  approved  in  the  usual  manner. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pickering. 

PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  called  for  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  on  the  request  of 
the  Grand  Jury  of  Suffolk  County.  Submitted  to  the 
committee  last  July. 

Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9 — The  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  have  acted  only  on  a  part  of  those  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Grand  Jury.  They  have  not 
been  called  together  lately  and  are  not  ready  to  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Flynn  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requested  to  report  on  the  order  to  provide  a 
suitable  site  for  a  home  for  the  poor,  also  upon  the 
recommendations  of  the  Grand  Jury  submitted  to  the 
City  Council  June  16th,  1873,  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Passed. 

MINOT   SOHOOLHOUSE. 

■Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  presented  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  repre- 
senting that  in  consequence  of  the  condemning  of 
the  privies  of  the  Minot  Schoolhouse,  Ward  16,  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  as  a  nuisance,  the  committee 
have  erected  two  new  blocks  of  outbuildings  of 
brick  on  the  land  recently  purchased  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  yard  of  said  schoolhouse,  at  a  cost  of 
twenty-six  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  sev- 
ty-seven  cents.  The  committee  ask  for  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  erect  new  privies  for  the  Minot 
Schoolhouse,  Ward  16,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  twenty-six  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars; 
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the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhonses,  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  asked  a  suspeneioti  of  the 
rules  that  the  order  might  pass. 

Mr,  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  would  ask  the  gentlemen 
of  the  committee  if  the  work  is  not  already  done. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11— It  is  already  done.  During 
the  recess  of  the  Council  the  old  privies  were  con- 
demned by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  have  them  rebuilt  forthwith. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  have  a  note  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  in  which  he  says 
he  supposed  that  he  had  authority  to  build  those 
privies  after  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Health  con- 
demning them  as  a  nuisance.  He  says  he  made  a 
mistake.  The  work  is  done  and  the  man  wants  his 
pay.    That  is  all  there  is  to  it. 

Mr."  Wells  of  Ward  3 — The  gentleman  moved  to  lay 
the  order  to  pay  the  laborers  on  Washington  park  on 
the  table.  Last  week  the  gentleman  argued  for  lay- 
ing an  appropriation  for  $3000  on  the  table.  If  the 
laboring  man  has  earned  his  money  I  think  he  is  en- 
titled to  it.  I  don't  think  gentlemen  can  swallow 
this  idea,  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings thought  he  had  a  right  to  do  this  work.  This  is 
not  the  first  time  such  a  thing  has  been  done.  The 
same  question  has  been  brought  up  here  before.  I 
don't  see  why  the  gentleman  who  has  done  this 
work  can't  wait  just  as  well  as  the  laboring  men. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  must  say  that  I  entirel  y 
agree  with  the  gentlman  from  Ward  3.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  16  doesn't  wish  to  have  preferred 
claims.  Isn't  that  bill  he  brings  in  a  preferred 
claim?  If  it  was  doubted  that  the  labor  has 
been  performed  on  Washington  park  and  the 
Council  had  refused  to  allow  the  payment  of  the 
claim,  that  would  be  another  thing.  When  the 
Council  voted  to  lay  that  order  on  the  table  I  don't 
suppose  they  doubted  that  the  labor  had  been  per- 
formed. Now,  on  what  ground  does  the  gentleman 
ask  for  this  preferred  claim? 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— This  work  was  done  on  ac- 
count of  necessity,  and  the  appropriation  has  not 
been  exceeded.  The  Committee  on  Common  have 
no  right  to  exceed  their  appropriation.  [Mr.  West 
read  part  of  a  letter  from  Superintendent  Tucker 
stating  the  necessity  of  doing  the  work  at  that  time.] 
The  man  has  waited  for  his  money  four  months  al- 
ready. So  far  as  the  laboring  men  on  the  Common 
are  concerned,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  an  order  to 
pay  them  $1400,  to  be  divided  ^ro  rata. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— Possibly  the  person  who 
has  got  this  bill  in  here  can  better  afford  to  wait  for 
his  pay  than  the  laborers  on  the  park.  And  about 
that  appropriation— the  City  Council  have  been  warned 
that  it  may  be  exceeded.  I  heard  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  state  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  four  weeks  ago  that  that  committee 
would  have  to  come  in  for  an  extra  appropriation. 
But  to  return  to  the  subject.  Last  year  we  had  $92,000; 
this  year  we  asked  for  $80,000,  supposing  we  could  cut 
off  the  labor  in  Madison  squareand  the  parks  in  South 
Boston  and  other  parts  of  the  city.  But  a  great  press- 
ure was  brought  upon  us  to  have  work  done  there.  Or- 
ders for  that  work  were  put  in  here,  and  passed  with- 
out a  word  of  opposition.  We  have  spent  twelve 
thousand  dollars  on  those  squares,  and  now  we  asic 
for  leave  to  spend  the  twelve  estimated  by  the  com- 
mittee for  other  work. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11— I  don't  see  what  this  order 
before  us  has  got  to  do  with  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Squares.  This  work  was  necessary  to 
be  done,  and  I  think  members  of  the  Council  have 
sense  enough  to  know  that  if  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  knew  that  he  was  exceeding  his 
power  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  would 
have  ordered  him  to  do  the  work  and  taken  the  con- 
sequences. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3— But  if  the  Committee  on 
Common  have  done  what  the  Council  authorized 
them  to  do,  and  the  laboring  man  has  been  there  and 
done  his  work,  and  he  has  a  grocery  man  with  a  bill 
staring  him  in  the  face,  I  say  if  we  hate  $900 
to  pay,  and  have  only  got  $700,  I  would  pay  as 
far  as  I  could  go.  Why  not  allow  the  Committee 
on  Common  to  pay  the  debt  as  far  as  they 
can?  It  may  serve  the  laborirg  men.  I  don't 
oppose  paying  this  contractor,  but  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  being  a  favorite.  They  say  that 
this  gentleman  has  waited  four  months  for  his  money 
— well,  I  have  had  to  wait  longer  than  that,  but  I 
have  managed  to  pay  my  help,  If  you  have  got  $1100 
or  $1300,  I  believe  we  should  pay  as  far  as  the  money 
goes. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  think  every  matter  should 
be  considered  upon  its  merits.  I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11,  that  if,  during    the    recess  of 


the  City  Council,  it  was  necessary  to  do  certain  worli 
and  certain  liabilities  were  incurred,  those  liabilities 
ought  to  be  settled,  and  the  parties  doing  that  work 
ought  to  be  paid.  I  shall  be  entirely  in  favor  of  pay- 
ing a  debt  incurred  under  those  circumstances. 
Everybody  knows  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  is  a  straightforward,  honest  man.  He 
has  ordered  work  to  be  done,  but  could 
n't  get  an  order  from  the  Council  to  au- 
thorize him  to  do  it.  Now  is  the  time  to  approve 
the  bills  and  have  them  paid.  There  is  no  question 
aliout  it,  and  as  business  men  we  ought  to  consider 
those  matters  as  they  come  up. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3-1  don't  believe  any  member 
of  this  Council  has  doubted  the  honesty  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildidgs.  I  do  not.  But  will 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  remember  that  during 
the  discussion  of  the  Fire  Commission,  how  he 
hemmed  and  hawed  about  every  expenditure  made 
without  an  order  of  the  Council,  and  now  he  turns 
rc.und  and  says  he  agrees  with  the  gentleman  sup- 
porting this  order.  I  'd  like  to  see  where  his  con- 
sistency is.  I  don't  oppose  paying  any  bill;  but  I 
don't  believe  in  the  doctrine  that  the  gentleman 
preaches  either  way. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $75  be  added  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  buildin'?  a  tool  house  and  wagon  shed 
on  Common;  the  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins,  and 
subsequently,  on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman, 
taken  up  and  passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider,  by 
Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14,  was  lost. 

WATER  FOR  BROOKLINE. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
Of  the  last  meeting  whereby  the  Council  refused  to 
give  a  second  reading  to  the  order  authorizing  the 
Water  Board  to  make  a  contract  to  supply  the  town 
of  Brookline  with  water. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — I  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail.  I  understood  that  a  town  meeting  was  to 
take  place  In  Brookline  this  afternoon,  and  thit  very 
question  of  water  was  to  come  up.  I  would  be  glad 
to  have  this  matter  lie  over  until  we  know  what  ac- 
tion Brookline  has  taken  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  the  moticn  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

"WASHINGTON  PARK  AGAIN. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  pay  $1100  for  improving  Washington 
park. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  raise  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  voted  against  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  he  is  not  competent  to  move 
a  reconsideration. 

The  President — The  point  is  not  well  taken.  The 
Chair  is  not  informed  by  any  record  how  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  3  voted. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  which  way  he  voted. 

The  President— The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table  by  a  rising 
vote— 28  for,  11  against. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  "West  of  Ward  16—1  have  no  objection  to  pay- 
ing the  laborers  on  Washington  square,  or  any  other 
square,  the  money  that  is  due  them.  It  will  create 
evil  feeling  among  other  laborers  who  can't  get  their 
pay  if  this  order  is  passed.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for 
an  order  to  pay  $1400,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  vote 
for  an  order  for  pay  for  work  on  one  square  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  others.  The  Finance  Committee 
will  have  this  matter  before  them  tomorrow  and 
their  action  will  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men next  Monday.  For  that  reason  I  hope  this  ord«r 
will  lie  over. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— All  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee have  before  them  is  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  request  for  an  extra  appropriation  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  over  and  above  what  we  have 
now,  and  over  and  above  the  $1100  we  ask  for  now. 
I  judge  from  my  experience  that  the  City  Council 
will  pay  all  the  laborers  for  work  on  the  squares  and 
Public  Garden,  and  I  don't  think  the  city  will  repu- 
diate any  bills  of  that  kind.  We  come  here  now  and 
say  here  is  labor  performed,  let  us  have  the  money 
to  pay  for  it.  They  say  we  must  divide  what  we 
have  pro  rato  among  the  laborers.  I  don't  think  the 
city  will  do  anything  of  the  sort.  I  think  we  had 
better  deal  with  each  subject  as  it  comes  up. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  agree  to  that. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has 
the  floor. 
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.  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  subject  now  up  is  the 
payment  of  the  laborers  oa  Washini^ton  park.  I 
don't  wish  to  mix  up  privies,  schoolhousesand  parks. 
We  have  n't  yet  exceeded  our  appropriation  up  to 
this  time,  so  far  as  tbis  order  is  concerned.  The  es- 
timate before  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  not  for 
laborers  on  Washin£ton  park,  and  I  prefer  to  have 
that  question  treated  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  understand  all  that.  But 
when  I  say  the  auditor  reports  the  pay  roll  of  the 
laborers  on  the  Common  and  public  grounds  at  $3100 
when  there  are  only  ,$1400  of  the  appropriation  to 
pay  them  with,  I  say  what  is  true.  And  I  am  certain 
the  Finance  Committee  will  not  agree  to  the  addi- 
tional appropriation  until  the  matter  is  looked  into 
pretty  thoroughly,  and  that  will  be  done  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  have  never  heard  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  make  so  shallow  an  argument 
as  he  has  tonight  in  support  of  his  order.  He  says 
that  his  order  is  to  pay  for  labor  on  Washington 
park.  I  ask  if  it  is  not  for  more  than  that;  if  it  is 
not  for  improvements  on  the  park.  I  don't  know 
what  it  is  for,  but  we  do  know  that,  as  members  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  early  in  the  year  v/e  went  over 
all  the  appropriations  carefully  and  struck  out  here 
and  there  what  we  thought  they  would  bear,  that  we 
might  carry  out  what  so  much  had  been  s-aid  about 
economy.  We  advised  a  reduction  here  and  there.  I 
am  not  sure  that  the  gentleman  has  stated  this  cor- 
rectly. My  impression  is  that  we  cut  down  the  appro- 
priation or  Common  and  Squares.  Last  year 
they  had  $'.)2,000.  This  year  the  Finance  Committee 
allowed  $80,000  to  pass.  Now  it  looks  very  much  to 
me  as  if  this  committee  said,  We  will  have  that  old 
appropriation  of  $92,000.  It  is  very  odd  that 
they  should  come  in  for  just  $12,000  more.  It  looks 
as  if  they  wanted  to  have  it  in  spite  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  who  don't  care  anything  for  this  matter 
personally.  That  committee  went  through  estimates, 
item  by  item,  lump  by  lump.  We  considered  that 
the  Committee  on  Common  could  be  honestly  run 
for  $80,000,  and  are  perfectly  convinced  of  that  fact 
today.  But  here  comes  a  request  asking  for  an 
appropriation  of  $12,000  more,  which  happens^ 
to  be  just  the  sum  cut  off  from  last  year's  appro- 
priation, as  much  as  to  say.  We  will  have  that 
old  appropriation  now.  It  looks  as  if  they  say 
that  $80,000  wont  do,  and  they  will  have  that  $12,- 
000  whether  or  no.  We  have  good  reason  to 
argue  in  that  direction.  Now,  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee had  that  matter  under  consideration  today, 
and  we  asked  for  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  anil  the  City  Forester  to  appear  before  us 
and  we  adjourned  to  hear  them.  We  propose  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  and  if  it  is  necessary  we  will 
make  the  appropriation.  But  here  is  an  order  in 
which  the  gentleman  tries  to  introduce  his  ideas  in- 
stead of  bavins  an  order  for  the  pay  of  laborers  on 
Washington  square.  As  my  colleague  from  Ward  l(i 
has  said,  there  are  $1400  unexpended,  and  to 
pay  the  laborers  vi'ill  require  $2100.  Now,  if  we 
mak'e  an  appropriation  for  "improvements"  in 
any  part  of  the  parks,  we  want  that  moaey 
to  be  for  paying  the  laborers.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  are  the  ones  who  are  looking  out 
for  the  laborers  instead  of  the  gentleman.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Squares  had  warning  that  ihey 
i-hould  cut  their  garment  within  the  range  of  $80,000. 
But  thej  have  n't  done  it  and  have  just  exceeded 
their  appropriation  $12,000.  I  am  sorry  this  discus- 
sion has  sprung  up.  I  don't  believe  any  gentleman 
on  the  Finance  Committee  has  any  wish  to  evade  the 
payment  of  an  honest  debt.  I  assure  you  it  is  no 
light  matter  to  go  through  all  these  appropriations 
and  cut  down,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little,  and  then 
to  be  laughed  at  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  have 
them  say.  We  have  gone  on  just  as  we  pleased,  and 
now  we  want  you  to  pay  our  bills.  This  is  a  good 
time  to  check  this  thing,  if  we  mean  economy. 
We  want  time  to  look  into  this  matter  tomor- 
row. If  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  the  City  Forrester  explain  it,  all  very 
well;  but  we  want  to  see  why  it  is  after  the  estimate 
is  cut  down  that  they  come  in  here  and  say  they  will 
have  the  extra  amount. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2 — The  gentleman  says  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  (i  is  very 
shallow.  I  think  his  own  argument  is  a  very  shallow 
one.  When  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
made  their  estimate  for  this  year  they  had  economy 
before  them,  and  reduced  the  appropriation  to 
$80,000,  and  did  n't  wait  for  the  Council  to  do  it. 
We  were  satisfied  that  $80,000  would  do  it.  We  did 
n't  know  that  so  much  money  would  be  required.  I 
am  willing  that  this  matter  should  lie  over,  but  these 
laborers  are  in  need  of  their  money,  and  should  have 
it.  This  debate  shows  one  thing— that  gentlemen 
allow  personal  feelings  to  control  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  agree  to  the  appro- 


priation, for  the  committee  have  given  good  reason 
for  it.  I  am  in  favor  of  appropriations  which  are 
properly  spent,  and  I  am  certainly  ready  to  vote  for 
that  appropriation.  I  hope  it  will  pass.  But  I  am 
always  opposed  to  the  expenditure  of  money  when  it 
has  not  been  appropriated.  I  think  the  committee 
make  a  reasonable  request,  and  I  shall  be  in  favor  of 
the  additional  appropriation  of  $12,000  if  they  can 
give  as  good  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14—1  wonder  the  gentleman 
did  n't  rake  down  the  Paving  Department  when  they 
asked  for  $20,000  more.  May  be  he  will  have  a 
chance  to  rake  down  the  Department  of  Sewers,  the 
Fire  Department  and  others  before  the  year  is  out. 
Washington  park  I  am  very  familiarly  acquainted 
with.  It  is  in  th'.  ward  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent — "in  part."  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
we  foujd  that  the  ,$5000  set  aside  for  that  park  would 
hardly  flo  anything  at  all,  and  during  the  year  we 
asked  for  an  extra  appropriation,  and  it  was  allowed 
us.  The  park  is  situated  in  the  central  part  of  the 
city,  surrounded  by  citizens  who  pay  a  large 
part  of  the  taxes  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  it  there  are  thirty 
thousand  people.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  it 
will  make  as  lovely  a  spot  as  any  other  in  the  coun- 
try— I  don't  care  where  you  go.  Although  the  order 
is  worded  so  that  it  may  be  for  trees,  sods,  shrubs, 
etc.,  I  know  myself  that  it  is  for  labor,  carting,  tak- 
ing down  walks,  grassing  walks  and  putting  them  in 
shape  and  trimming  bushes,  etc.  I  certainly  hope 
that  the  order  will  pass  tonight.  I  think  the  men 
should  be  paid.  It  is  nothing  but  a  common  order, 
such  as  is  introduced  here  at  every  meeting  in  the 
year. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  don't  want  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Council  to  understand  that  the  Finance 
Committee  have  objected  to  granting  the  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $12,000,  but  what  they 
ask  is  that  delay  may  be  had  till  Friday 
evening.  All  they  ask  is  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  and  the  City  Forester  will  explain  the 
matter.  If  they  explain  it  satisfactorily  they  will  get 
an  additional  appropriation,  and  if  they  don't  they 
wont. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14—1  don't  know  what  the 
Finance  Committee  has  to  do  with  this  order.  It  is 
for  money  already  appropriated  for  Common  and 
Squares.  We  want  $1100  that  have  already  keen 
ajjpropriated  and  I  can't  see  what  it  has  got  to  do 
with  the  request  for  an  additional  apprwpriation. 

Mr.  Wells  of  'Ward  3— It  is  very  easy  to  see  how 
committees  will  go  outside  of  the  appropriations.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  Ifi  recollects  in  the  dis- 
cussion about  the  fence  on  the  Common,  he 
made  a  morion  that  it  be  transferred  to  Dor- 
chester. I  will  ask  the  gentleman  if  the  Finance 
Committee  will  pay  the  bills  for  resetting  that  fence, 
and  if  the  bill  comes  into  the  Council  I  will  ask  if  he 
will  sit  there  and  vote  against  paying  it.  I  don't 
know  whether  the  fence  is  set  up  or  not,  but  some 
one  has  got  to  do  the  labor  and  get  the  pay.  I  don't 
see  why  the  laborers  on  the  park  should  be  com- 
pelled to  wait. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— It  seems  lo  me  that  the 
simple  Afording  of  that  order  has  caused  all  this  de- 
bate. I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "improv- 
ing," and  insert  "labor  upon,"  making  it  simply 
to  pay  the  laborers  on  the  park,  so  that  it  may 
be  appropriated  to  the  object  for  which  we  desire  It. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  objects  to  pay- 
ing for  supplies  that  have  been  brought  there,  such 
as  loam,  sod,  stone.  As  a  member  of  the  committee 
I  don't  like  to  take  the  responsibility  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  don't  wish  to  deprive  any 
one  of  his  pay  who  has  hauled  loam  and  sods,  but  they 
can  wait  another  week  and  come  under  the  head  of 
the  appropriation  for  Washington  park.  My  object 
was  to  favor  paying  the  laboring  men.  I  merely 
wish  to  further  the  matter  as  much  as  I  can. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McCue  of  Ward  5— The  Committee  on  Common 
ought  to  have  had  more  money  this  year  than  they 
had.  Instead  of  $80,000  it  ought  to  have  been  $100,- 
000.     I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  don't  know  but  I  differ 
from  my  colleagues  on  the  Finance  Committee  as  to 
the  present  order.  We  have  in  our  committee  a  re- 
quest for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $12,000.  W^e 
wish  to  know  why  this  is  necessary,  because  in  the 
first  place  a  part  of  that  appropriation  has  been  ex- 
pended without  authority,  and  that  we  all  believe 
improper  for  any  committee  to  do  unless  it  is  deemed 
necessary.  Wcwill  hold  the  proposition  until  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  investigate.  Now  we  have  an  order 
for  an  appropriation  within  the  amount  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee.  The  committee  have  a  right  to  expend 
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that  sum  of  $1100.  I  hardly  see  how  we  can  object 
to  their  expending  $1100  or  $1400,  but  we  do  object 
to  their  spending  a  dollar  beyond  the  amount  already 
appropriated — that  is,  $80,000.  That  is  where  I  stand 
in  the  committee  with  reference  to  the  $12,000,  but  I 
can't  object  to  this  order  for  an  expenditure  of 
$1100. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  thought  I  made  myself 
well  understood  when  I  said  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee did  not  object  to  this.  My  ©nly  objection  was 
that  we  should  use  $1100  out  of  $1400  and  have  noth- 
ing left  to  pay  the  $2100. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  don't  think  we  can  take  any 
responsibility  m  regard  to  the  spending  of  $1100 
when  they  have  $1400,  but  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon have  exceeded  their  appropriation  and  the 
Finance  Committee  have  got  something  to  say  about 
that. 

Mr.  Blackraar  of  Ward  11— The  matter  of  paying 
this  $1100  will  reduce  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  to  $300.  Their  argument  is  that  this  $1100 
has  been  spent  in  improvements,  for  I  am  bound  to 
say  improvements,  as  we  don't  know  what  they  in- 
clude. Then  the  hue  and  cry  will  be  raised  on  this 
question  of  labor,  just  as  it  has  been  here  tonight, 
and  we  have  only  $300  to  pay  for  labor  contracted 
for.  The  question  with  us  is,  can  a  committee  ex- 
ceed its  appropriations,  make  its  contracts,  go  on 
entirely  independent  of  the  Finance  Committee?  Can 
they  go  on,  and  make  their  expenditure,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  strike  a  balance,  and  say,  we  want  so 
much  more  and  not  a  single  day  be  given  the  Finance 
Committee  to  consider  the  expenditure  for  improve- 
ments, which  they  say,  verbally,  means  labor?  Now 
they  come  in  and  say  the  laborers  are  suffering,  and 
appeal  to  our  sense  of  humanity  andexpectto  be  jus- 
tified in  making  such  an  appeal  before  we  have  a 
chance  to  make  an  investigation. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (j— The  gentleman  knows 
how  much  money  we  have  got  and  how  much  we 
ask  for;  he  knows  that  orders  which  were  introduced 
for  improvements  in  South  Boston  were  not  in  the 
original  estimates  sent  in  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 


mon to  the  Auditor  and  Finance  Committee;  and  he 
must  have  known,  when  the  Council  voted  to  give  us' 
$5000  here  and  there  outside  of  what  we  estimated 
for,  that  our  appropriation  was  running  short.  Now 
we  have  spent  a  number  of  thousands  of  dollars  for 
labor.  We  have  gone  ahead  and  employed  men  to  do 
the  labor,  in  the  expectation  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil will  allow  us  to  do  it.  I  don't  think  the  City 
Council  will  object  to  allowing  ns  this  extra 
thousand  dollars  for  labor  on  the  public  grounds. 
This  is  what  we  ask  for,  and  the  money  given  origi- 
nally has  been  diverted  into  other  channels.  I  object 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  being  censured  for  ex- 
ceeding their  appropriation,  when  they  have  done  it 
in  full  view  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6 — I  can't  see  how  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  come  here  and  ask  for  an  order 
to  spend  $1100  when  they  have  got  $1400.  If  they 
have  to  spend  $1400,  why  don't  they  go  ahead  and 
spend  it;  and  if  more  money  is  wanted  after  the  ap- 
propriation is  expended,  they  can  come  and  ask  for 
more.  Then  the  Finance  Committee  can  look  into 
the  matter  and  discuss  whether  it  shall  be  granted 
or  not. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— My  colleague  asks  the 
question.  Why  have  n't  the  committee  power  to 
spend  this  money  ?  It  is  because  no  joint  committee 
have  power  to  spend  any  money  without  an  order 
from  the  City  Council.  During  the  year  we  get  a 
certain  appropriation  and  put  in  orders  authorizing 
the  excenditure.  But  we  don't  put  in  an  order  for  a 
special  appropriation  until  it  is  wanted  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
that  the  order  might  pass. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
order  was  passed,  offered  by  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DKOJ2MBER    1,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Aldermah 
Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Otis  G.  Turner,  District 
Telegraph  Company ;  Francis  Y.  Henson,  114  State 
street  and  the  vicinity;  Henry  L.  Higginson,  Union 
Safe  Deposit  Vaults. 

Kailroad  Police  Officers  for  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad— Charles  O.  Evans,  Sullivan  H.  Hill,  Samuel 
Toomey,  L.  D.  Stevens,  Edward  Lang,  Charles  G. 
Chipman,  George  Trail,  Jeremiah  Buttrick,  D.  S. 
Hill,  W.  N.  Hamblet,  N.  B.  Phillips,  H.  A.  Standish, 
D.L.Davi8,Isaiah  Hoyt,Nelson  Drakes.A.  M.  Ormsbee. 

PETITIONS    REFBRRED. 

719  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  P.  Clapp,  for 
abat  ment  of  certain  sewer  assessments  in  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  E.  E.  Hale  et  al., 
for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Dec.  16  for  celebration  of 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  Boston  Tea  Party. 

To  the  Cmnmittee  on  Claims.  Charles  L.  Keyes  to 
he  paid  for  personal  injuries  received  from  an  alleged 
defect  in  Portland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
G.  A.  Somerby  et  al.,  against  proposed  erection  of 
stable  by  Boynton  Brothers  in  rear  West  Chester  park. 

B.  W.  E.  Tiiomson,  to  erect  stable  for  two  horses 
on  vacant  lot  in  Ward  street. 

Edward  Dolan,  to  occnpy  wooden  stable  for  cue 
horse  on  P  street. 

H.  J.  G.  Denny,  for  leave  to  add  three  stalls  to  sta- 
ble in  Otter  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Martin  Beatty  et  al., 
that  the  name  of  Cazenove  place  be  changed  to  Caze- 
nove  street. 

Weston  &  Kand,  for  plank  walks  on  Common- 
weath  avenue  and  Exeter  street. 

Sabin  &  Page  et  al.,  that  Franklin,  Federal  and 
Devonshire  streets  may  be  made  passable. 

Robert  Bishop,  for  the  grading  of  Tudor  street 
between  D  and  E  streets. 

Stephen  Clapp  et  al.,  that  the  name  of  Pond  street 
in  Ward  16  be  changed  to  Pleasant  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Smith,  Avery 
&  Maynard  et  al  ,  that  Beach  streetjbe  widened  near 
Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  cm  County  Accounts.  Paymaster 
of  Police  and  Municipal  Courts,  for  increase  of  salary. 

NOTICE   OF   PETITION   FOK    ANNEXATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  town  of  Winthrop  of 
proposed  petition  of  that  town  for  annexation  to 
Boston.  Eef erred  to  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  to  Parker  Bryant  for  hearing 
on  proposed  revocation  of  permit  to  build  stable  was 
taken  up. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  am  authorized  to  state  tliat 
the  whole  matter  has  been  arranged  amicably  with 
the  neighbors,  so  that  there  is  no  further  cause  for  the 
order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  the  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

On  the  petition  of  Sewall,  Day  &  Co.  to  use  sta- 
tionary engine  on  Parker  street,  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  December  2:id,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

QDARTERLT  REPORT  OF  THE  CITT  CLERK. 

The  report  of  the  City  Clerk  for  the  quarter  ending 
November  Ist  was  submitted,  representing  that  the 
receipts  and  amounts  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  for 
the  term  named,  have  been  $800  99,  as  follows:  Re- 
cording mortgages,  etc..  $615  30;  licenses  of  billiard 
rooms.  $1.55:  of  intelligence  offices,  $7;  auctioneers, 
$16;  sale  of  old  ballots,  etc., $7  69.  Read  and  sent  down. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  of  assessments  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  were  submitted  by  the  Superintend- 
ent as  follows:  Copeland  street— total,  $2499  07;  to 
individuals,  $1874  30.  Catawba  street  —  total, 
$1414  74;  to  individuals,  $1061  06.  Gouch  street- 
total,  $1169  07;  to  individuals,  $876  80.  Franklin 
street,  between  Pearl  and  Oliver  streets— total, 
$h93  86;  to  individuals,  $445  40. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 
constable's  bond. 

The  bond  of  Lemuel  Clark,  constable,  being  duly 
certified  by  the  Treasurer,  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  levy  and  collect  sewer  assessments  in 
Buckingham  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  assessments  in  Eustis 
and  Hammond  streets,  and  to  change  certain  sewer 
assessments  in  Summer  street.     Passed. 

Order   to  abate  from  the  tax  on  Allea   &   Noble's 


estate   on   Devonshire   street  the  sum  of   $204  75. 
Passed. 

PAPERS   PROM   THE   COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Message  from  the  Mayor  announcing  his  appoint- 
ment of  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  George  T.  Bigelow,  Otis 
Norcross,  Charles  G.  Greene  and  Charles  Allen  as  the 
commission  tj  revise  the  city  charter.    Placed  on  file. 

The  following  received  concurrent  action: 

Report  from  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street  Dis- 
trict that  additional  legislation  would  be  necessary 
to  enable  the  Street  Commissioners  to  lay  out  streets 
on  the  Swett-street  District.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  S.  B.  Heustis,  a  police  officer, 
for  extra  services  ($28).    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  erection  of  new  out- 
houses in  Minot  Schoolhouse  yard,  at  a  cost  of  $2600. 
Passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  additional  sum  of  $75  for  erec- 
tion of  tool  house  and  wagon  shed  on  the  Common. 
Passed. 

A  request  from  the  School  Committee  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  area  of  the  Lexington- street  Pri- 
mary School  lot.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

WASHINGTON  PARK. 

The  order  to  allow  the  additional  sum  of  $1100,  for 
improvement  on  Washington  park,  which  had  been 
passed  by  the  Council,  was  considered. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  desire  to  say  a  word  here. 
At  t;he  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the 
introduction  of  this  order,  remarks  were  elicited 
from  a  gentleman  concerning  this  matter  of  Wash- 
ington park.  Under  all  other  circumstances  I  should 
decline  to  take  any  notice  of  it.  But  as  the  state- 
ments then  made  are  entirely  false,  I  wish  to  state 
something  concerning  it. 

The  Alderman  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
on  the  order  under  consideration,  and  continued — 

I  have  something  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  concerning 
this.  Washington  park  is  a  tract  of  land  purchased 
years  ago,  long  before  Roxbury  was  annexed  to  Bos- 
ton, for  the  specific  purpose  of  a  park,  and  after  an- 
nexation that  park  has  lain  still,  and  not  a  sinsrie 
Highlander  who  has  appeared  in  this  Board,  includ- 
ing this  humble  individual,  has  come  here  with  a  pri- 
vate axe  to  grind  at  the  city's  wheel. 

The  gentleman  who  preceded  me  last  year  did  n't 
come  into  this  Board  to  advance  measures  for  his 
particular  interest.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
have  never  troubled  the  Committee  on  Common  con- 
cerning the  appropriations.  I  have  never  gone  near 
them,  and  when  they  made  the  appropriations  not  a 
word  escaped  my  lips.  When  the  original  appropria- 
tion was  made  it  was  for  $.5000;  then  demands  came 
from  other  parts  of  the  city  and  they  saw  fit  to  in- 
crease it,  and  not  one  single  dollar  was  spent  at  my 
i-uggestion.  I  don't  live  facing  the  park,  but  I  do 
live  in  sight  of  it.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  have  n't 
come  here  this  year  with  a  private  axe  to  grind  at 
the  city's  expense,  and  it  is  n'l  for  me  to  get  up  here 
and  make  statements  so  utterly  false  as  were  made 
in  the  Common  Council. 

The  order  was  passed. 

HOME   FOR   THE  POOR,   ETC. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to  re- 
port on  a  site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  upon  the 
communication  of  the  grand  jury,  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council,  came  up  passed. 

Alderman  Hulbert  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  re- 
port would  be  submitted  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  instead  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Power  asked  the  reason  for  delay.  The 
committee  are  to  meet  tomorrow  to  attend  to  this 
matter.  He  did  n't  believe  it  possible  for  the  com- 
mitte  to  bring  in  a  unanimous  report  on  the  Home 
for  the  Poor,  but  on  the  other  matters  they  are  all 
ready  to  report. 

Alderman  Hulbert  replied  tTiat  the  committee  had 
made  every  endeavor  to  report  today,  but  it  was  im- 
possible to  so.  Some  members  have  not  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  investigate  the  matter. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  can  report  just 
as  well  next  Thursday  as  at  any  other  time  on  this 
matter.  I  have  been  accused  of  delaying  this  mat- 
ter of  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  but  I  don't  see  any  pos- 
sibility of  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to 
agree  on  any  one  site,  and  the  matter  has  got  to  come 
before  this  Board  again  in  the  shape  of  majority 
and  minority  reports,  and  we  are  as  well  prepared 
now  to  give  that  to  the  Council  next  Thursday  as  now. 

Alderman  Sayward— If  there  is  to  be  any  report  to 
the  Council  on  this  matter  of  the  Home  for  the  Poor 
I  hope  members  will  have  all  the  time  they  need.  It 
if  very  evident  that  this  committee  have  been  very 
dilatory  in  this  matter,  as  all  other  committees  have 
been  generally. 

Alderman  Hulbert— As  chairman  of  the  committee 
T  have  used  my  best,  endeavor  to  have  this  report 
reiidy.     Simoly  as   a  tuatter  of   proper   preparation  I 
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think  Thursday  evening;  will  be  too  early.  Some 
•itiutlemen  of  tlie  committee  have  not  visited  a  single 
site,  and  have  be^n  iipfore  the  committee  today  ask- 
ins;  for  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  That  is  why  I  ask 
this  amendment. 

Alderman  Power — For  the  purpose  of  coraplyins 
with  the  purpose  of  this  order  one  gentleman,  who 
has  not  had  time  to  make  up  his  mind,  has  gone  to 
look  at  the  place  this  afternoon.  The  majority  of 
the  committee  will  he  prepared  to  vote  for  the  place 
favored  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  there 
is  no  question  but  we  shall  be  able  to  report  next 
Thursday  evening,  and  I  can't  see  any  reason  why  it 
should  be  put  off  any  longer.  I  ask  that  when  the 
vote  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Gibson— if  gentlemen  ask  for  longer 
time  I  think  they  ought  to  have  it.  We  can't  d(» 
anything  much  before  spring,  any  way,  and  it  ought 
to  have  a  thorough  investigation.  I  should  hope  the 
time  will  be  extended. 

Alderman  Power — The  time  is  not  asked  for  fo 
give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  visit  any  other 
place.  Gentlemen  went  expressly  this  afternoon 
that  they  might  be  ready  to  vote  yea  or  nay  on  the 
question  tomorrow,  and  I  cannot  see  what  is  to  be 
gained  by  deferring  the  mat  ter  any  longer.  If  they 
are  not  ready,  the  committee,  as  a  committee,  caii 
ask  for  further  time. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentleman  says  nothing 
is  to  be  gained  by  delay;  I  would  ask  hira  what 
there  is  to  be  lost  by  letting  it  lie  over. 

Alderman  Power — Nothing,  except  that  the  com- 
mittee cannot  gain  anything  by  laying  it  over.  The 
committee  cannot  agree,  and  the  reports  might  as 
well  come  in  next  Thursday  as  next  Monday. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — yeas  10,  nays  2,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter. 
Emery,Gatii eld, Gibson,  Hulbert,Q,uincy,Sayward— 10- 

Nays — Aldermen  Power,  Stebbins— 2. 

REQUESTS    FOR    ADDITONTAL   APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Chairman  presented  reporti-  from  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  requests  of 
the  Water  Board  and  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  recommendiug  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  he  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  the  sum  of  $17.5,000,  to  be  added 
to  the  appropriations  for  Water  Workf. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  tran SI er  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.,  the  sum 
of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  once. 

The  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings  for  the 
year  was  $92,000  00. 

Following  are  the  various  expenditures  of  the  ap- 
propriation classified  with  the  amounts  for  the  eight 
mouths  of  the  financial  year:  Masonry.  $7195  21; 
carpentry,  $9604  12;  painting  and  glazing,  $5004  .57; 
gas  fitting  and  plumbing,  $3439  80;  whitewashing 
and  plastering,  $2903  75;  furniture,  $0:^70  11;  roofing. 
$1707  01;  iron  work,  $3151  59;  locksmith,  $127  30; 
gHS  and  water,  $22.50  00;  rents,  $2128  12;  cleansing, 
$24.58  14;  fuel,  $7.59  25;  salaries,  $4700  00;  suoplies, 
horse  keeping,  and  expenses  of  committee,  $2757  43; 
grading  and  watering,  $1003  75.    Total,  $55,ti26  21. 

Recapitulation — Extraordinary  expenses,  $35,405  18; 
ordinary  repairs  and  expenses,  $.55,026  21.  Total, 
$91,031  .39. 

It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  an  appropriation  of 
$92,000  the  sum  of  $91,031  .39  has  been  expended. 
The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  sum  of 
1 25,000  will  be  required  for  public  buildings  for  the 
remaining  four  months  of  the  financial  year,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  for  an   appropriation   of  that  amount. 

The  request  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

KEPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on   Streets, 
presented  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Heirs  of  Rebecca  Sargent,   $1833  75,    widtning  Dor- 
chester and   G  streets;    heirs  Fdmund  P.  Dolbeare, 
$118  75,  widening  of  Broad  street.   Severally  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  Michael  Scan-. 
Ian  and  all  other  parties  interested,   that  this  Board 
will,  on  Monday,  the  1.5th  inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M  , 
take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  removing  a 
tree  which  occupies  the  roadway  in  P  street.   South 
Boston,  opposite  the  estate  of   said  Scanlan,  number- 
ed 57  on  said  street,   and   any  persons  objecting  to 
said  removal  will  then  and  there  be  heard. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  presented  a  report  in 
favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  Renter  &  Alley,  to 
erect  buildings  within  the  building  limits,  and  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  usual  order  therefor. 
The  order  was  pasted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulhert- 


Resolved,  That  this  Board  hereby  assents  to  the 
discharge  by  the  Mayor  of  the  mortgage  given  to  the 
city  of  Roxbury  by  Anthony  Garrett  and  Stephen 
Ellis,  dated  October  1,  1866,  and  recorded  with  Nor- 
folk Deeds,  Lib,  349,  fol.;313,  and  to  the  execution 
by  him  of  the  legal  instrument  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  to  be  delivered  upon  the  payment  to  the 
City  Treasurer  of  the  amount  due  upon  said  mortgage. 

jrassed. 

Alderman  Gibson  asked  if  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing were  ready  to  report  on  the  subject  of  bridges 
over  the  Eastern  Railroad  and  crossings  at  Sumner 
street,  in  East  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter,  chairman  of  that  committee,  said 
the  committee  were  not  yet  ready  to  report. 

Alderman  Gibson  extended  an  invitation  to  t.Le 
members  of  the  Board  to  visit  the  locality  on  Wednes- 
day morning  at  nine  o'clock.  The  invitation  was  ac 
cepred. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steag 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  Charles  Roberts  and  Winchester  &  Hight  to 
use  steam  boilers  and  engines.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  schedules  of  assessmepts 
for  sewers  in  Warren  street  and  Chapman  and  Apple- 
ton  streets,  reported  that  they  are  correct  and  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  orders  for  collection.  The 
orders  were  read  once. 

Alderman  Sa>  ward,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Health,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  an  additional  api  ropriation  of 
■$1000  for  quarantine  purposes,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authoiized  to  transfer  tiom  the  Reserved 
Fund  the  sum  of  ,$1000  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
tjuarantine  Department. 

Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Sayward  presented  a  report  from  the 
■Committee  on  Health  on  petition  of  Cliarles  H.  Jen- 
kins et  al.  for  the  suppression  of  the  protracted  use 
of  locomotive  whistles.  The  committee  say  the  city 
has  not  authority  to  act,  and  recommend  that  the  pe- 
titioners make  application  to  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road.   Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of  Celia 
Lewis,  and  recommend  that  the  time  allowed  for 
erecting  stable  on  Dartmouth  place  be  extended  to 
June  1,  1874.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward   submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  representing 
that  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  expenses 
created  by  order  of  the  City  Council  during  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings  for 
the  financial  year  1873-74  has  been  nearly. exhausted. 
Following  is  the  cost  of  the  work  performed  by  order 
of  the  Council,  and  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings,  none  of  which  was  anticipated  at 
the  time  the  appropriation  was  made,  in  February, 1873: 
Purchase    of    two    buildings    in   Washington 
square,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  en- 
gine and  hook  and  ladder  carriage,including 
the  titling  up  of  the   same  tor  men  and 

horses ?(3,S3<t  47 

Erection  of  an  engine  house  on  Parker  street, 

on  land  leased  lor  that  purpose 3,034  ffi 

Altering  and  enlarging  Hose  House  ]Mo.  4,  to 
accommodate  an  engine  and  horse  hose  car- 
riage, together  with  the  men  and   horses 

connected  therewith 9,314  74 

For  the  high  service  supply  lor  City  Hall,  in- 
cluding the  standpipe,  hose  and  fixtures  in 
counectiou  with  Tobey's  patent  as  a  pre- 
ventive against  fire 4,036  98 

Iron  shutters  lor  the  City  Hall,  strengthening 
the  treasury  vaults,  and  providing  a  flre- 
prool  room  in  the  same  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  plans  and  public  documents 4,310  70 

Iron  shutters  and  Hyatt  lights  tfor  the  Public 
Library  Building,  and  for  other  protection 
against  fire 7,r>(KI  OU 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  following 
have  been  spent  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings: 

Alterations  and  new  ventilation  for  the  City 

Prison $1,146  00 

Excavating  the  cellar  of  Engine  House  No.  10, 

and  protecting  the  same  against  tidewater. .    2,727  98 

Total $35,4(6  18 

Alderman  Quincy  presented  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters,  (printed  City  Docu- 
ment No.  129,)  giving  a  summary  of  their  labors  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.  Read  and 
sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Whereas,  By  an  agreement  between  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  city,  an  avenue  has  been  located  over 
Fort  Point  Channel  and  the  South  Boston  Flats,  and 
designated  "Eastern  avenue,"  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  changing   the 
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name  of  the  public  way  running  from  Commercial 
street  to  the  East  Boston  Ferry  lauding  from  Eastern 
avenue  to  South  Ferry  avenue. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  petition  of' 
Guorge  B.  Upton  aud  others,  that  action  In  relation 
to  the  taking  of  Sudbury  River  be  deferred  until 
other  sources  for  supply  of  water  are  examined,  was 
talcen  from  the  table  aud  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, who  were  directed  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Fire 
Department,  so  as  to  provide  that  the  commissioners 
shall  have  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  engineers 
durine  a  fire,  reported  inexpedient,  for  the  following 
reasons: 

The  committee  cannot  assume  that  the  Board  can 
possibly  regard  the  command  or  direction  of  the  de- 
partment at  fires  as  any  part  of  their  general  official 
duties  under  the  ordinance.  At  the  same  time  should 
a  case  ever  arrive  of  such  gravity  as  to  render  them 
willmg  to  assume,  before  the  community,  the  weighty 
responsibility  of  removing  from  command  an  eu- 
giueer  or  other  officers  from  forces  actually  in  action, 
the  committee  would  not  deprive  them  of  the  power 
of  so  doing  by  the  proposed  forbidding  of  interfer- 
ence. If,  as  has  been  argued,  the  statute  power  of 
command  at  fires  is  given  to  tlie  engineers  or  other 
officers  "of  the  Boston  Department,"  cannot  legally 
be  extended  to  such  "other  officers"  as  these  com- 
missioners, then  such  extension  by  the  ordinance  is 
impossible,  and  cannot  be  inferred  from  its  language. 
If,  as  the  committee  contend,  tlie  City  Council  may 
designate  auy  officers  of  the  department  to  exercise 
these  powers,  then  the  right  to  interfere  in  the  last 
resort  and  under  such  exceptional  circumstances  as 
induce  the  commissioners  to  accept  the  responsibility, 
relying  on  the  public  for  justification,  the  committee 
regard  as  wholesome  and  beneficial. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  in  order  to  enable  a  member  of  the 
committee  to  prepare  a  minority  report. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  requested  to  report  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  giving  of  false  fire  alarms  reported  the  following: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.  ' 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  open  any  of  the  signal 
boxes  connected  with  the  tire-alarm  telegraph  for  the 
purpose  of  giving,  or  causing  to  be  given,  a  false 
alarm  of  fire,  or  Interfere  in  any  way  with  said  boxes, 
by  breaking,  cutting,  Injurying  or  defacing  the  same, 
or  pulling  the  slides  therein,  except  in  case  of  fire, 
or  without  authority  opening,  tampering  or  meddling 
with  said  boxes,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  or  with 
the  fire-alarm  telegraph  wires  or  anything  connected 
therewith. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  or  persons  found  guilty  of  vio- 
lating any  of  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  dol- 
lars nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each  offence. 

The  ordinance  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reporting  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  David  Smith  &  Co.,  William  K.  Wood,  and 
John  McDonough,  victuallers;  J.  H.  Donnelly,  F.  F. 
Bibber,  for  billiard  saloon  license;  Pascal  Gerard  to 
exhibit  feat  of  magic  December  .3  to  December  15; 
L.  C.  Newhall  to  exhibit  game  of  billiards  in  Bum- 
stead  Hall;  W.  B.  Stacey  to  give  concert  in  Tremont 
Temple;  L.  H.  Jones  &  Co.  et  al.  for  transfer  of 
wagon  licenses;  Keys  and  Ryan  for  two  wagon  li- 
censes on  Condor  street;  Bay  View  Quarry  Co.,  for 
three  wagon  licenses;  Hampden  Cunningham  for  an 
auctioneer's  license.    Severally  accepted. 

OLD   MATHER   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Gaffield,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  who  were  directed  to  inquire  what  dispo- 
sition should  be  made  of  the  Old  Mather  School- 
house,  reported  the  following  order,  recommending 
its  oassage: 

Oidered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  remove  the  Old  Mather  Schoolhouse 
from  Its  present  position  to  the  northwesterly  corner 
of  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city  fronting  on  High- 
land street,  and  Indicated  on  a  plan  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings;  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  ctiarged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  what  disposi'lon  is  to 
be  made  of  the  building — The  committee  don't  say 
whether  it  is  to  be  a  target  for  boys  to  throw  stones 
at.  or  to  be  sold  again. 

Alderman  Gaffield — When  the  o.ider  was  presented 
to  the  committee  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  chairman 
of  the  School  Committee  of  that  district,  and  re- 
ceived a  reply  stating  that  they  desired  another  room 
fitted  up  for  primary-school  purposes,  and  would 
soon  need  the  whole  building.  Therefore  the  com- 
mittee passed  the  order  in  the  form  requested. 

Alderman    Stebbins— I  notice  that  the  order  don't 


provide  for  fitting  up  the  building  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

Alderman  Gaffield— If  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  haven't  the  authority  to  do  so  all  that  is 
necessary  for  them  to  do  is  to  ask  for  the  money. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  understand  that  the  lot  has 
considerable  stone  upon  It  which  will  have  to  be 
blown  out. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  supposed  all  the  blowing  out 
on  this  schoolhouse  had  been  done  before  this.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  don't  generally  fit  up 
schoolhouses  for  the  School  Committee  until  it  is 
asked  for,  and  when  this  Is  asked  for  it  will  be  time 
enough. 

Alderman  Gibson — It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to 
take  hold  of  this  just  as  if  we  were  doing  our  own 
business.  If  we  want  it  for  a  schoolhouse  let  us  get 
all  the  blasting  out  for  the  cellar.  It  is  pretty  much 
all  ledge  out  there  and  ought  to  be  properly  prepared. 

Alderman  Gaffield— It  is  proposed  to  remove  this 
house  upon  a  lot  where  there  Is  not  a  large  ledge. 
If  it  is  necessary,  I  move  that  there  be  inserted  in 
the  order  the  vvords  "and  fitted  up  for  primary-school 
purposes."  That  was  the  Intention  of  the  chairman 
of  the  School  Committee. 

The  Alderman  read  an  extract  from  a  note  to  him, 
to  the  effect  that  the  building  would  soon  be  needed 
for  a  primary  school. 

Alderman  Sayward— If  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  desire  to  amend  their  report,  I  move  it 
be  recommitted  and  amended  In  the  proper  manner. 
It  is  an  unusual  manner  to  spend  the  city's  money  to 
tit  up  a  schoolhouse  at  the  mere  suggestion  of  one 
member  of  the  School  Committee. 

Alderman  Gaffield — This  will  only  make  delay.  The 
report  was  written  with  the  idea  of  having  the  build  • 
lug  fitted  up  for  primary-school  purposes.  The  gen- 
tleman has  asked  many  times  that  it  may  be  put  out 
of  the  way  of  the  new  schoolhouse  and  this  is  to  ex- 
pedite matters. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  am  anxious  to  have  it  re- 
moved now,  but  I  don't  think  it  is  proper  way  to 
spend  the  city's  money  to  fit  up  schoolhouses  at  the 
suggestion  of  one  member  of  the  School  Committee, 
wnea  the  request  comes  from  the  School  Committee 
then  will  be  time  to  do  so. 

The  motion  to  recount  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 
4  for,  6  against. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Al- 
derman Gaffield. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  judge  that  the  order  had  bet- 
ter stand  as  it  was  presented.  If  we  go  beyond  that 
we  act  simply  on  a  note  from  one  member  of  the 
School  Committee  of  the  district.  We  should  wait 
until  the  request  comes  in  proper  form. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK  QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took  up 
the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being  the  or- 
der appointing  Messrs.  Shaw,  Perkins,  Flynn,  Pres- 
c"tt  and  Boardman,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join,  a  committee  on  "Public  Works,"  with 
directions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  public  parks 
within  this  city,  the  question  being  on  the  substi- 
tute order  offered  by  Alderman  Emery  requesting 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  next  Legislature  for  au- 
thority to  take  laud  for  a  park  or  parks. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  strongly  opposed,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  the  measure  proposed  by  the  other 
branch,  but  I  am  further  inclined  to  favor  the  substi- 
tute offered  by  the  Alderman  on  my  right.  It  needs 
no  prophet  now  to  foretell  the  magnificent  future  of 
our  city.  Croakers  are  now  dumb  who  once  an- 
nounced that  our  commercial  importance  was  on  the 
wane,  and  that  under  the  shadow  of  our  gigantic  sis- 
ter city,  grass  would  soon  grow  on  our  wharves  as  we 
have  caused  it  to  grow  on  those  of  Salem.  That  our 
position  Is  to  be  m  the  front  rank  among  the  me- 
tropolises of  the  New  World  is  now  assured,  and  that 
a  park  worthy  of  such  position  among  cities,  must, 
sooner  or  later  be  obtained,  all  seem  to  agree.  The 
question  then  arises,  should  the  first  step  in  this  di- 
rection fee  taken  by  the  present  City  Government  at 
this  time,  and  if  so  in  what  manner?  If  we  can  take 
such  step  In  such  a  manner  as  to  Involve  no  p  resent 
expense,  and  without  binding  or  even  influencing 
our  successors  on  the  question  of  when  the  burden  of 
the  cost  involved  should  be  assumed,  I  think,  even  at 
this  late  stage  of  our  municipal  existence,  we  had 
better  do  so.  And  this  I  think  will  be  eft'ected  by 
the  passage  of  the  substitute.  It  can  do  no  harm  to 
obtain  the  desired  power  and  leave  the  question  of 
the  proper  time  for  its  exercise  to  be  decided 
hereafter.  But       I     agree      most     fully     that 

in  view  of  our  present  financial  condi- 
tion and  the  imminent  demands  for  further 
expenditures  which  are  unavoidable  and  necessary, 
for  this  outgoing  City  Government  in  the  last 
month  of  its  existence  to  create  a  new  committee 
with  a  title  indicating  clearly   enough   the  intent  that 
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It  sball  be  perpetuated  by  our  successors  witb  indefi- 
nite powers,  and  a  capacity  for  spending  money  lim- 
ited only  by  the  month  of  December,  would  be  a 
cause  for  the  just  dissatislaction  of  our  constituents, 
especially,  if  as  I  contend,  their  worli  when  the 
time  shall  come  to  undertake  it,  can  be  better  per 
formed  for  nothing  by  gentlemen  ready  to  assume  the 
task  for  its  honor.  I  hope  that  when  this  power 
shall  have  been  obtained  from  the  legislature,  there 
will  be  appointed  an  honorary  impartial  commission 
to  examine  the  various  locations,  and  report  upon 
their  respective  merits.  Some  of  our  first  citizens 
are  sufficiently  interested  in  this  matter  to  give  their 
services,  and  if  it  were  advisable  to  visit  other  cities, 
would  do  so  at  their  own  expense  and  not  that  of  the 
taxpayers.  On  the  material  presented  by  their  report, 
the  City  Government  could  then  act  as  it  saw  fit  by 
committee  or  otherwise.  If  we  can  obtain  facts  and 
information  for  nothing,  through  a  commission  in- 
stead of  at  great  expense  through  a  committee  of  an 
already  overworked  City  Governmeut,  our  duty  in 
the  premises  seems  to  me  clear.  With  these  views  I 
shall  vote  for  the  substituie,  and  should  that  fail, 
then  for  an  indefinite  postponement. 

Alderman  Clark — I  did  not  propose  to  say  much  on 
this  subject  tonight,  but  the  gloomy  view  of  the 
subject  taken  by  the  Aldernvan  from  the  Highland 
District,  last  Monday,  is  such  that  I  must  get  off 
something.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that 
grass  is  going  to  grow  on  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  I  do  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Citv 
Government  to  take  some  action  on  this  subject.  I 
wish  to  state  that  I  shall  favor  the  substitute  ottered 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  because  I  believe 
that  this  thing  has  been  delayed  long  enough,  and 
we  should  at  once  take  some  steps  towards  laying 
out  a  park  or  series  of  parks  commensurate  with  the 
growth  of  the  city. 

I  do  not  purpose  to  take  the  time  of  the  Board  but 
a  very  few  moments  in  explaining  my  views  upon 
this  subject.  The  remarks  by  the  Alderman  from 
the  Highland  District  at  the  last  meeting  of  this 
Board  have  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and 
perhaps  excited  some  uneasiness  among  the  taxpay- 
ers. He  presented  a  statement  of  our  financial  con- 
dition which  was  very  far  from  encouraging.  If  it 
was  a  perfectly  fair  statement  we  might  well  pause 
before  entering  upon  any  new  improvements  or  en- 
terprises which  would  involve  expense  to  the  city.  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  in  a  very  few  words  that 
it  was  not  a  statement  of  the  whole  case,  but  that  it 
was  a  partial  statement,  and  calculated  to  give  a  very 
erroneous  impression  of  our  condition.  The  Alder- 
man wanted  to  frighten  us  from  the  contemplation 
even  of  a  public  park,  and  he  went  to  work  and  fig- 
nred  up  a  debt  that  was  somewhat  appalling.  He 
took  a  very  gloomy  view  of  the  situation.  He  dwelt 
upon  the  enormous  increase  in  our  expenses  and  in- 
debtedness during  the  past  ten  years,  and  he  said 
very  little  about  the  increase  of  our  industry  and 
wealth;  very  little  about  the  increased  expenditures 
being  the  result  of  our  increased  prosperity. 

If  the  gentleman  will  look  at  the  objects  for  which 
the  debt  was  contracted  he  will  see  that  they  are 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  facilities  for 
carrying  on  business.  Does  any  one  pretend  to  say 
that  we  should  be  in  a  better  position  as  a  corpora- 
tion without  these  improvements  in  streets  and 
grades  and  without  any  increase  to  the  debt,  than  we 
are  with  these  improvements  and  with  the  debt? 
Does  any  one  pretend  that  we  could  have  made  such 
rapid  progress  in  the  development  of  our  industry 
and  commerce  as  we  have  during  the  past  six  years, 
)f  these  improvements  had  not  been  made?  Consid- 
ering what  has  been  done  during  the  past  ten  years, 
I  am  astonished  at  the  small  addition  to  city  debt  in- 
stead of  being  surprised  at  its  increase.  On  May  1, 
18f)3,  the  total  net  debt  of  the  city  was  $9,.3;:i0,000  and 
the  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  estates  was 
$302,507,200.  On  the  first  of  May,  1878.  the  net  debt 
was  $17,814,000  and  the  valuation  was  $K9.?,831,400. 
The  valuation  had  more  than  doubled,  and  this  be  it 
understood,  just  after  a  fire  which  had  destroyed 
$80,000,000  of  property,  while  the  debt  had  not 
doubled,  being  in  fact  about  a  $1,000,000  short  of  it. 
Thus  we  see  that  we  were  nearer  owing  $17,000,000 
than  we  were  owing  but  19,000,000. 

But,  says  the  Alderman,  our  liabilities  have  been 
largely  increased  since  the  first  of  May  last.  Very 
true,  and  so  have  our  means  of  meeting  them  in. 
creased  in  proportion.  It  should  be  stated  that  dur- 
ing this  period  of  ten  years  two  million  dollars  were 
added  to  our  debt,  on  account  of  expenses  for  war 
purposes.  Previous  to  1866  but  very  few  important 
street  improvements  were  made.  In  that  year 
the  Betterment  law  was  obtained  and  the  work  was 
then  begun  in  earnest.  It  would  take  too  much  time 
to  enumerate  the  great  street  improvements  which 
have  been  carried  through  since  that  time.  Familiar 
as  the  members  of  this  Board  are  with  the  work  of 
the  Government,  I  think  they  wou'd  be  astonished  in 
going  over  the  statement  of  the  Auditor  to  see  what 


has  been  done  in  the  way  of  widening  and  extending 
streets  during  the  past  six  years.  In  nearly  every  in- 
stance I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  property  abnt- 
ting  on  the  streets  which  have  been  laid  out,  widened 
■  or  extended,  has  increased  in  value  for  taxable  pur- 
poses sufficiently  to  cover— in  many  cases,  much 
more  than  cover— the  interest  on  the  expense  of  the 
imnrovements. 

Now,  as  to  the  future,  I  do  not  think  the  outlook  is 
at  all  gloomy.  The  Assessors'  valuation  of  real  and 
personal  property  in  Boston,  Charlestown,  Brighton 
and  West  Roxbury  for  the  present  year  is  $76.5,817,- 
000.  Between  1871  and  1872  the  valuation  of  Boston 
went  up  from  $612,000,000  to  $682,000,000,  about 
twelve  per  cent,  in  one  year,  and  there  had  been  no 
new  territory  added  during  the  year.  The  valuation 
of  Brightcm  in  1872  was  $10,881,000.  in  187.3  $14,548,- 
000,  an  increase  of  about  thirty-flve  per  cent.  As- 
suming an  increase  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  valuation 
of  Boston  next  year,  and  in  view  of  the  improve- 
ments on  the  burnt  district  and  the  increase  in  the 
value  of  property  in  the  new  wards,  it  will,  undoubt- 
ed!}', be  much  more  than  that.  The  total  valuation 
will  amount  to  $832,000,000.  The  total  tax  this  year 
in  Boston,  Charlestewn,  Brighton  and  West  Eoxbuiy 
is  $10,256,348.  The  same  amount  next  year  would 
make  the  rate  per  one  thousand  about  $12  15.  Add  a 
million  dollars  to  that  amount  and  the  rate  would  be 
about  $13  50.  In  1863  the  rate  was  $11  .50;  in  1865, 
$15  80;  in  1870,  $15  30:  in  1873,  $12  80.  In  compari- 
S(m  with  other  large  cities  in  this  country,  Boston 
certainly  appears  to  good  advantage.  The  rate  in 
New  York  lapt  year  was  $29  01  on  a  thousand;  in 
Philadelphia,  $21  50;  in  Chicago.  $15  00;  in  Cincin- 
nali,  $20  10. 

The  Assessors'  valuation  in  Chicago  is  based  upon 
the  actual  market  value.  In  the  other  cities  named, 
the  tax  valuation  is  considerably  below  the  actual 
valuation,  but  it  can  be  shown,  I  think,  that  property 
in  Boston  is  much  less  heavily  taxed  for  municipal 
purposes  than  property  of  equal  value  in  other  large 
cities.  In  estimating  the  probable  additions  to  wir 
debt  on  account  of  public  works  contemplated  or  in 
progress  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  interest 
on  the  water  debt  is  substantially  covered  by  the 
water  rates.  Loans  made  for  the  extension  of  the 
water  works  should  not,  therefore,  be  classed  with 
loans  made  for  other  purposes.  The  statement  of 
the  AldermuU  in  regard  to  the  expense  of  construct- 
ing Eastern  avenue  is  greatly  exaggerated.  The  City 
Engineer  made  a  careful  estimate  last  year  for  the 
use  of  the  city  and  the  State.  Omitting  details,  it 
appears  that  the  cost  of  the  solid  portion  of  the 
avenue  from  Fed eial  street  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners' line,  including  land  damages,  will  be 
$242,765  16;  the  cost  of  bridge  structure.  $158,565  00; 
total  $401,350  16.  In  the  indenture  which  the  city 
entered  into  this  year  it  is  expressly  stated  that  Bos- 
ton shall  not  be  obliged  to  build  the  bridge  and  ex- 
tend the  avenue  at  a  greater  cost  than  the  estimate  of 
the  City  Engineer  dated  June  15,  1872,  which  I  have 
already  given.  The  construction  of  the  avenue  on 
the  easterly  side  of  the  channel  does  not  cost  the  city 
anything.  All  the  parties  owning  the  flats  included 
within  the  lines  of  the  avenue  have  agreed  to  fill 
them  to  a  grade  satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Boston  and  convey  them  to  the  city  without 
expense. 

If  the  items  which  went  to  make  up  the  total  of 
$7,000,000  for  proposed  street  widenings  are  not  more 
trustworthy  than  this  statement  about  Eastern  ave- 
nue, the  taxpayers  have  no  occasion  for  alarm.  Sup- 
pose lands  were  purchased  next  year  for  a  publtc 
park  at  an  expense  (after  deducting  betterments)  of  a 
million  dollars,  and  the  whole  amount  was  put  into 
the  tax  levy  of  that  year,  it  would  be  an  additional 
burden  of  twelve  cents  on  every  man  who  paid  a  tax 
on  a  hundred  dollars,  or  $1  20  on  a  thousand.  Add 
this  to  the  tax  next  year  with  an  extra  million  dollars 
to  cover  the  increase  in  ordinary  expenses.  End  we 
have  a  rate  of  $14  70.  If  a  loan  was  made  for,  say, 
thirty  years,  and  a  tax  levied  to  cover  the  interest 
and  to  provide  a  sinking  fuLd  to  pay  the  bonds  at 
maturity,  the  extra  tax  on  every  $1000  would  be  ten 
cents,  or  1-100  of  one  per  cjnt.  The  idea  that  a  pub- 
lic park  is  a  luxury  which  the  city  ought  not  to  in- 
dulge in,  unless  there  is  more  money  in  the  treasury 
than  the  Government  knows  what  to  do  with,  is  all 
wrong.  As  the  growth  of  the  city  increases  and  all 
the  attractive  points  in  the  surrounding  country 
come  to  be  thickly  occupied  by  dwelling  houses,  the 
necessity  of  furnishing  some  place  where  the  people 
who  do  not  own  horses  and  carriages  can  resort  to 
for  recreation  and  fresh  air  becomes  more  and  more 
pressing. 

At  the  hearing  before  a  committee  of  the  City 
Council  in  1869  on  the  subject  of  a  public  park,  an 
official  statement  was  put  in  to  show  that  6  7-10  per 
cent,  of  the  children  born  in  Suffolk  County  were 
born  dead,  while  only  2  9-10  per  cent,  were  born  dead 
in  the  other  counties  in  Massachusetts.  Of  the 
children  born  in   Snfl'olk  County  alive,  18  35100  per 
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cent,  died  niuler  one  year,  while  in  the  other  conn- 
ties  13  7-100  per  cent. "died  under  oneyear.  Tue  State 
Board  of  Health  in  their  last  report  say.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  mortality  of  Boston  is  unprecedented. 
Exclusive  of  deaths  from  smallpox,  the  mortality  of 
1872  exceeds  that  of  1871  twenty-five  per  cent.  But 
apart  from  sanitary  considerations  It  can  be  shown 
that  from  a  financial  point  of  view  the  establishment  of 
a  park  would  be  expedient,  that,  In  fact,  it  can  be  made 
to  pay  if  properly  managed.  At  the  hearins  in  1869, 
to  which  I  have  referred,  Hon.  George  B.  Upton  put 
in  an  official  statement  to  show  that  the  increased 
valuation  of  the  three  wards  surrounding  Central 
Park  in  New  York  paid  a  tax  which  covered  the 
whole  of  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  tJie  lands,  and 
improvements  for  the  park,  and  left  an  excess  of 
$1,809,966  39. 

Mr.  James  Houghton  submitted  the  following 
statement  from  a  well-known  real-estate  operator  in 
New  York: 

"The  Central  Park  was  plarned  and  accepted  about 
twenty  years  since  (Fifty-ninth  to.  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  street,  and  subsequently  to  One  Hundred  and 
Tenth  street).  At  that  time  lots  from  Fifty-ninth  to 
Seventy-fifth  street,  on  Fifth  avenue,  could  have 
been  bought  in  quantity  for  five  hundred  dollars 
each,  and  less.  During  the  past  tliree  years  they 
have  sold  for  $18,000  to  $30,000.  Below  Fifty-ninth, 
down  to  Forty-second  street,  a  selection  could  have 
been  had  at  eight  hundred  dollars  to  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  each.  Last  year  one  lot  sold,  northeast  corner 
Fifth  avenue  and  Fifty-fourth  street,  opposite  St. 
Luke's  Hospital,  25  by  100  feet,  for  $40,000  cash. 
Fifty  thousand  dollars  was  then  and  is  now  the  ask- 
ing price.  Fifth  avenue,  from  Seventy-fifth  to  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth  street,  when  the  park  was  ac- 
cepted, was  one  hundred  dollars  to  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  lot;  now  $8000  and  $10,000  to  $15,000  each; 
and  beyond  the  park,  for  at  least  one  mile  to  one 
and  a  half  miles,  the  advance  on  real  sales  has  been 
large  and  constantly  upward.  On  Eighth  avenue, 
west  side  of  park.  Fifty-ninth  to  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  street  (park  bounds  at  first  Fifty-ninth  to  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  and  to  One  Hundred  and  Tenth 
streets,  and  Fifth  and  Eighth  avenues),  there  were  no 
buyers,  or  hard  to  find;" 

Mr.  Chairman— I  had  not  supposed  until  one  week 
ago  today  th  It  any  one  here  doubted  for  a  moment 
the  importance  of  having  laid  out,  sooner  or  later, 
somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston,  a  public 
park  which  would  accommodate  the  great  multitude 
of  people,  so  rapidly  populating  our  city.  It  is  some- 
thing in  which  all  classes  are  interested,  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  professional  man  and  the  merchant, 
the  mechanic  and  the.  day  laborer,  all  classes,  both 
male  and  female,  are  more  or  less  interested  in  hav- 
ing located  within  easy  access  a  public  park,  which 
shall  be  open  and  free  to  all  alike,  as  much  the  prop- 
erty of  the  one  as  of  the  other.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  whole  neighborhood  of  Boston  is  one  continuous 
park,  that  whichever  way  you  drive  the  country  is  so 
beautiful  and  presents  such  a  variety  of  landscape, 
with  hills  and  valleys,  with  aland  view  and  water 
view,  scenery  such  as  the  neighborhood  of  no  other 
city  in  this  country  can  present,  and  on  account  of 
our  having  these  great  natural  advantages,  we  have 
everything  which  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  laying  out 
and  building  of  a  great  public  park,  and  therefore 
that  any  expenditure  of  money  for  this  purpose 
would  be  unwise  and  injudicious. 

This  is  all  very  well  for  those  who  are  able  to  drive 
around  and  about  this  delightful  country,  but  it  is 
not  what  the  multitude  require.  I  admit,  and  fully 
agree  to  everything  that  can  be  said  in  regard  to  the 
natural  beauties  of  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  anything  in  the  neighborhood  of 
any  city  in  any  country  that  will  compare  with  it; 
and  as  I  drove  over  the  hills  and  through  the  valleys 
of  Milton  and  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and  Brookline, 
during  the  autumn  just  closed,  and  enjoyed  so  much 
the  beauties  of  nature,  I  thought  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  in  the  city  who  were  unable  to  enjoy 
that  beautifur  scenery,  but  who  would  be  made 
healthier,  happier  and  better  if  they  could  only,  to  a 
small  extent  even,  be  enabled  so  to  do.  It  is  for  this 
very  reason  that  the  country  is  so  beautiful  and  offers 
such  attractions  and  facilities  for  the  construction  of 
a  park  for  the  people  who  cannot  aff'ord  to  ride  over 
the  country,  that  we  should  at  once  take  such  action 
as  will  enable  us  to  secure  a  part  of  this  splendid 
country,  and  make  such  arrangements  and  prepara- 
tions as  will  enable  the  people,  at  small  cost,  to  en- 
joy to  some  extent  that  which  the  great  mass  are  now 
denied. 

A  park  is  always  one  of  the  great  attractions  of  a 
city.  The  Central  Park  is  one  of  the  great  sights  of 
New  York,  as  is  also  the  parks  of  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore.  It  is  always  one  of  the  first  places  a 
stranger  visits  upon  reaching  either  of  those  cities, 
and  a  city  without  a  park  is  behind  the  times,  and 
cannot  be  ranked  as  a  first-class  city.  We  have  nat- 
ural  advantages  which   will    enable   us   to  have  the 


finest  park  in  America  if  so'  desired.  Nature  has 
given  us  every  facility,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to 
improve  the  "opportunities  so  abundantly  spread  out 
before  us.  We  have  always  taken  a  just  and  honest 
pride  in  our  Common  and  Public  Garden;  and  welt 
we  may,  for  they  have  been  and  still  are  among  the 
most  pleasant  attractions  of  the  city  and  among  the 
things  most  enjoyed  by  the  people;  but  we  are  fast 
outgrowing  them,  as  we  have  outgrown  the  narrow 
and  crooked  streets  and  tmall  warehouses  of  the 
past.  We  must  be  alive  to  the  fact  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  anticipate  the  wants  of  a  city  of  a  million  in- 
habitants, instead  of  a  city  of  one  hundred  thousaBd, 
as  at  the  time  of  the  addition  of  the  Public  Garden. 

The  land  can  be  taken  now  at  small  cost  compared 
with  what  it  will  be  worth  a  few  years  hence. 
Every  year's  delay  will  add  to  the  cost  on  account  of 
increased  value  of  land.  It  will  cost  more  now  than 
it  would  have  cost  three  years  ago.  It  will  cost  more 
next  year  than  this,  and  so  on  as  the  years  go  by. 
Let  us,  therefore,  take  such  action  as  will  insure  the 
commencement  of  this  too  long  neglected  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  those  are  my  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  a  public  park.  I  believe  that  we  ought  not  to 
delay  taking  some  action  looking  to  the  laying  out 
of  a  series  of  parks  to  surround  the  city,  or  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  city.  I  admit  that  the  expendi- 
ture and  the  taxes  therefor  look  large.  But  the  im- 
provements of  the  city,  the  value  of  real  estate  and 
the  growth  of  the  city,  will  all  help  to  pay  the  ex- 
p»'nse  and  tend  to  reduce  the  taxes  of  the  people.  I 
do  not  think  that  this  subject  is  confined  entirely  to 
certain  classes  of  people  who  have  real  estate  to  Sell 
and  expect  to  be  benefited  by  the  laying  out  of  a 
public  park  ia  their  vicinity.  I  know  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  business  men  of 
the  city  are  in  favor  of  a' public  park.  As  a  mer- 
chant of  the  city,  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  do  every 
thing  to  increase  and  help  push  forward  the  mercan- 
tile interests  of  the  city,  and  do  what  I  can  for  its 
future  growth  and  prosperity.  Another  thing,  I  do 
not  believe  that  capitalists  have  any  fears  of  taxes 
being  so  enormous.  That  was  n't  the  sentiment  in 
years  gone  by.  Who  came  here  in  1869  and  asked 
for  the  laying  out  of  a  public  park?  Marshal  P. 
Wider,  George  P.  Upton  and  George  B.  Emerson- 
men  who  are  not  to  be  at  all  benefited  by  a  publib 
park.  And  I  believe  all  such  men  represented  by 
Marshall  P.  Wilder  and  George  B.  Emerson  are  in 
favor  of  it.  The  estimates  of  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highland  District  foot  up  to  an  enormous  amount. 
Among  them  was  $1,500,000  for  a  court  house.  Now 
we  are  not  obliged  to  build  a  court  house  during  the 
coming  year,  nor  the  next  two  years.  But  when  we 
do.  we  have  got  land  enough  to  sell  to  pay  for  the 
court  house.  That  should  be  stricken  out  entirely  in 
the  enormous  bill  which  looms  up  before  the  people. 
Then  in  this  enormous  expenditure  for  laying  out 
streets  he  forgets  to  tell  you"  that  if  the  Street  Com- 
missioners do  their  duty  we  will  get  form  33  to  .50 
per  cent,  back  in  the  way  of  betterments.  I  believe 
it  is  our  duty  to  petition  the  incoming  Legislature  to 
permit  the  city — not  to  compel  the  city,  but  merely 
for  such  an  act  as  will  allow  them  to  do  so  if  they 
see  fit — to  take  or  purchase  land  in  the  next  one  or 
two,  or  three  or  five  years,  for  a  public  park.  I 
therefore  shall  support  the  substitute  of  Alderman 
Emery,  and  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Hulbert — The  alderman  from  Ward  6 
would  not  misrepresent  anything  pertaining  to  the 
public  finances  or  public  interests.  I  think  he  will 
award  to  me  the  same  intention.  There  is  n't  an 
item  that  I  presented  last  week,  sare  that  of  Eastern 
avenue,  that  can  be  reduced  a  dollar.  I  took  great 
pains  in  investigating  the  case  of  Eastern  avenue. 
I  went  to  sources  that  I  deemed  reliable.  I  produced 
an  aggregate  which  is  as  low  as  I  was  warranted  in 
doing.  If  we  can  save  anything  by  filling  in  from 
South  Boston,  that  is  something  gained.  The  least 
sum  that  the  City  Engineer  will  say  it  will  cost  is 
$1,200,000.  If  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  that  a  half  or 
a  quarter  of  a  million,  I  can  bring  forward  other  mat- 
ters that  will  easily  bring  the  figures  up  to  the  orig- 
inal amount.  The  gentleman  has  named  the  new 
Court  House.  I  named  $1,250,000;  I  should  have  said 
$1,. 500,000.  I  had  no  intention  to  create  any  one-sided 
story  or  present  anything  that  is  n't  perfectly  fair 
and  candid.  I  had  no  other  motive.  I  do  not  expect 
to  trouble  this  or  any  other  body  another  year  with 
remarks  of  this  kind.  The  Alderman  claims  that  a 
debt  is  the  measure  of  the  prosperity  of  the  city.  That 
may  be  true,  or  it  may  not  be.  Certainly,  it  is  not  a 
measure  of  this  city's  prosperity.  The  Alderman  stops 
at  May,  1873.  Come  forward  today  and  the  debt  is 
$26,000,000,  a  change  of  $9,000,000.  The  gentleman 
refers  to  my  omitting  the  item  of  betterments.  I 
have  n't  forgotten  it.  '  I  took  pains  to  ascertain  from 
the  Street  Commissioners  what  amount  we  could 
recover,  and  the  highest  sura  I  could  obtain  was 
about  six  months'  interest  on  the  indebtedness; 
the    whole   amount    is    six    months'    interest    and 
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half  the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  on  the 
present  debt.  We  are  not  going  to  get  back 
one-half  or  one-third,  by  any  means.  I  speak  ad- 
vistdly.  Another  argumenc  is  brought  from  New 
York.  I  understand  all  this  matter.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  quoted  here  as  giving  statistics  from  Kew 
York  had  very  good  reason  to  do  bo.  He  had  a  very 
large  tract  of  land  that  he  wished  to  sell,  and  was  in- 
tengely  interested  in  having  a  public  park.  I  know 
all  about  that.  I  want  to  say  a  few  more  things,  and 
if  gentlemen  will  bear  with  me  I  will  be  as  brief  as 
nossible.  I  feel  intensely  on  this  matter,  and  have 
n't  expressed  myself  as  strongly  as  I  feel,  and  1 
Hint  a  blue  stocking,  by  any  means.  If  any  man  will 
take  a  slate  and  pencil,  and  figure  this  thing  out. 
clearly,  I  would  like  to  see  it.  Now  this  city,  within 
a  few  months,  has  got  to  go  into  the  market  and 
borrow  a  large  amount  of  money,  and  for  purposef 
that  enter  into  the  businei^s  wants  of  the  city— enter- 
prises which  our  true  development  .  requires 
to  be  done.  I  did  n't  come  here  last  Monday 
night  to  ask  this  city  to  shut  down  the 
gate.  Let  us  do  what  is  necesi-ary  at.  fir^t. 
I  said  wait  till  we  can  act  legitimately 
for  a  park.  I  say  so  today,  and  I  will  give 
you  my  reasons.  I  undertake  to  say  that  all  the 
money  Boston  can  possibly  borrow  within  the  next 
two  years  she  needs  for  things  that  are  pressing  for 
her  material  business  interests,  not  for  any  thing  ex- 
travagant or  fanciful.  I  differ  with  my  friend  on  my 
right  and  with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  as  to  the 
harralessness  of  going  to  the  Legislature  this  winter 
and  getting  authority  to  take  land.  You  may  talk 
about  it  being  harmless,  but  it  is  no  such  thing.  Yon 
can't  convince  those  who  loan  you  money  of  that.  I 
fell  von  that  the  park  question  looms  up,  you  may 
think  it  is  in  the  distance,  but  the  whole  thing  keeps 
in  sight.  The  ostrich  remains  in  sight  even  if  he  does 
stick  his  head  in  the  sand.  I  say  it  will  prejudice 
your  present  loans.  Now  I  claim  that  the  public  credit 
of  Boston,  as  such,  should  not  be  tainted  nor  harmed 
nor  injured  lin  any  way  by  any  man  living  except  on 
extraordinary  account  it  'cannot  be  prevented.  We 
may  burn  up  two  hundred  millions  of  property  and 
we  may  find  ourselves  in  a  way  to  repair  our  credit. 
But  I  say  don't  let  's  do  it  by  purchasing  luxuries 
that  we  don't  need.  It  is  every  citizen's  duty  to  pro- 
tect the  credit  of  the  city  when  he  can.  I  say  it  is  n't 
possible  for  the  City  Treasurer  to  effect  loans  in  the 
next  few  months  for  all  the  things  that  are  .pressing 
to  be  done.  I  say  you  cannot  borrow  them  on  term's 
proper  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  pay.  I  gay,  there- 
fore, some  of  the  material  things  must  be  delayed 
inevitably.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  community 
should  know— for,  gentlemen,  the  community  don't 
know  the  financial  condition  of  the  city;  how  many 
read  theAuditor's  reports?- things  are  left  to  go  on  and 
we  are  left  to  look  after  these  things;  how  many  can 
say  how  much  Boston  owes  today?  It  is  a  thing  that 
needs  watching  into  and  looking  after.  The  public  are 
deceived  and  should  be  undeceived.  If  the  public 
understood  how  this  thing  is  they  would  insist  that 
some  of  these  departments  should  give  up  to  the 
needful  things.  There  is  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. If  there  is  any  board  in  this  hall  that 
deserves  confidence,  and  where  we  have  a  right  to 
place  confidence,  it  is  in  the  Street  Commissioners. 
And  yet,  if  any  gentleman  will  look  over  the  port- 
folio and  see  the  things  proposed  to  be  done,  and 
see  what  things  of  actual  merit  are  proposed,  and 
what  they  are  going  to  do  and  what  those  things  will 
cost,  you  can't  help  saying,  "you  must  wait;  yon 
can't  do  all  these  things."  I  tell  you,  you  must  wait; 
thej;  can't  be  done.  We  don't  want  any  maiterly  in- 
ativity  either;  but  we  do  want  masterly  conformity 
to  the  present  state  of  things.  We  have  come  to  a  point 
where  we  have  had  extraordinary  expenses.  We  have 
done  the  best,  as  we  believe,  we  could  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. I  don't  find  fault  with  the  course 
of  things,  but  I  say  here  we  are  with  a  debt  of  over 
twenty  millions.  Now,  the  tendency  of  things  in 
City  Hall  you  and  I  have  seen.  I  declare  here  that 
an  expenditure  of  half  a  million  dollars  today  goes 
through  here  easier  than  one  of  five  thousand  did 
ten  years  ago.  The  gentleman  quoted  the  debt  of 
1855.  I  did  n't  go  back  to  1855.  I  didn't  th;nk  it 
was  necessary.  We  have  n't  grown  richer  in  the 
last  five  years.  The  ground  I  take  is  this:  We  have 
got  on  the  scale  of  large  expenditures.  The  outside 
pressure  is  tremendous,  and  I  wonder  that  we  stand 
up  as  well  as  we  do.  Citizens  having  land  come  up 
and  press  for  thi*  or  that  improvement.  The  ball  is 
moving  with  a  velocity  that  is  terrible.  We  have 
got  to  learn  to  keep  within  our  appropriations, 
and  I  am  glad  we  have  got  a  Finance  Committee 
that  will  call  committees  to  account  for  spend- 
ing too  much  money.  We  have  got  to  the  point 
where  there  are  two  forks  in  the  road.  You  may  go 
on  one  way,  borrowing  money,  getting  into  debt,  en- 
ter into  all  these  enterprises  so  desirable,  and  roll  up 
your  debt  and  interest  account,  and  force  up  your 
valuation.      The    valuation    of    Boston  today  is  the 


highest  of  any  city  in  the  country.  It  is  forced  up 
here  to  the  extreme  limits,  and  we  have  been  de- 
ceived so  for  years.  The  Assessors  are  forcing  it  up 
just  as  hieh  as  they  dare  to,  and  citizens  will  bear 
me  up  in  what  I  say.  Now,  go  on  that  road  and  just 
as  sure  as  anything  you  will  come  upon  evil  times. 
If  you  go  on  the  other  road,  determined  to  incur 
debt  only  when  it  is  proper  and  acting  with 
caution,  I  can  see  daylight,  because  moneyed 
men  are  looking  on  to  see  what  our  policy,  is  to  be. 
This  is  n't  the  first  time  in  our  history  that  the 
matter  of  a  debt  has  come  up.  In  the  time 
of  the  elder  Quincy,  of  "Josiah  the  Bold,"  whose 
hi  >od  flows  in  the  veins  of  that  gentleman  there,  he 
said  "The  city,  for  sufficient  causes,  having  created 
a  public  debt,  has  had  the  determination  to  enter 
upon  a  course  of  rigid  economy  to  reduce  it."  That 
was  the  man  who  was  so  bold,  who  is  quoted  here 
time  and  again  as  so  bold.  If  you  want  to  get  toned 
up  on  finance  read  those  addresses  of  his,  and  I  tell 
you  you  wont  vote  for  a  public  park  this  year. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  if  it  is  n't  important  that  we 
should  conduct  our  finances  so  that  we  can  borrow 
money  at  easy  rates  of  interest.  We  have  been  ac- 
customed to  go  to  England,  to  the  banking  ho"ses 
of  the  world.  We  have  never  tone  there 
as  suppliants.  Our  Treasurer  has  had  a  pretty 
stiff  back.  But  to  start  this  park  project 
and  send  him  to  England  next  spring  to  negotiate  hi  s 
loans,  let  him  go  to  our  old  friends,  the  Baring 
Brothers,  of  whom  Russell  Sturgis,  a  Boston  man,  is 
now  the  head.  I  have  talked  with  him  about  Boston 
and  I  will  tell  y(m  one  thing.  Our  Treasurer  will 
tell  you  today  that  if  vou  pass  this  order  for  a  park, 
and  you  send  the  Treasurer  to  Baring  Brothers  he 
will  be  most  respectfully  snubbed.  Then  if  he  goes 
to  another  old  friend,  Morgan,  the  banker,  he  wi.l 
get  a  decisive  "No,  sir."  The  fact  is  we  ha\e 
strained  our  credit  this  year,  and  I  am  afraid  there 
will  be  trouble.  There  is  no  poetry  about  this.  It  is 
all  fact.  I  say  we  have  no  business  to  enter  upon  a 
course  of  procedure  that  will  damage  the  credit  of 
the  city.  The  ciiy  does  not  need  a  park.  Gentle- 
men talk  about  this  magnificent  city  of  the 
future.  I  say  we  have  got  to  take  time  for 
growth.  We  are  not  so  big  a  city  yet.  No- 
body supposes  that  our  city  has  more  than 
2(i5,U00  inhabitants.  That  is  all  you  can  make  out  of 
it.  More  than  that,  Boston  is  n't  going  to  grow  as 
the  cities  of  the  West  do.  We  have  got  to  grow  the 
Boston  way.  We  are  not  going  to  have  any  such 
raoid  growth  as  some  think.  We  shall  have  time  to 
look  into  all  these  matters.  Now,  what  is  it  to  us 
that  New  York  has  Central  Park?  Why,  she  must 
have  it.  The  Mayor  of  New  York  was  on  here  a  few 
years  ago,  and  in  going  through  the  suburbs  said, 
"If  we  had  your  suburbs  we  should  n't  want  a  park." 
There  is  n't  a  child  or  a  man  who  can't  get  out  into 
the  country  today  if  he  wishes  it.  You  speak  of  land 
being  bought  for  less  today.  I  have  no  doubt  I  can 
buy  a  magnificent  coach,  today,  for  less  than  I  can 
years  hence.  But  is  that  any  reason  I  should  ride  in 
a  $.3000  coach?  I  don't  care  what  a  park  will  cost  when 
we  want  it.  The  difficulty  is  n't  the  cost  of  the  land. 
When  you  get  the  land  you  begin  to  spend  money 
upon  it.  When  any  avenue  is  opened  for  spending 
the  city's  money,  it  does  seem  as  if  all  the  bummers 
in  creation  are  behind.  1  know  what  the  sentiment 
is  abroad.  You  travel  abroad  and  you  will  find  that 
you  are  a  citizen  of  no  mean  city.  We  are  charged 
with  carrying  a  piece  of  Boston  Common  in  our 
pockets.  It  is  a  piece  of  Boston  pride  and  I  am  glad 
of  it.  You  go  to  Europe  today;  New  York  is  under- 
stood there,  and  they  give  the  whole  country  a  repu- 
tation from  that  of  New  York.  I  am  not  saying  she 
deserves  it;  I  am  simply  telling  you  the  fact.  I  am 
Boston  born,  and  I  will  stand  up  for  old  Bos- 
ton, and  I  say  what  I  do,  because  I  don't 
want  to  see  her  credit  injured.  There  is  Jersey  City, 
today,  which  can't  pay  her  debts.  Who  wants  to  be  a 
citizen  of  Jersey  City?  There  is  New  York  trying  to 
issue  legal  tenders.  We  will  have  to  do  it  too  if  we 
go  into  all  these  things.  Now,  you  can't  have  a  city 
with  prosperity  unless  you  allure  and  bring  capital 
within  it.  I  go  for  bringing  capital  within  our  bor- 
ders. Reasonable  taxation  makes  a  great  difference. 
It  makes  a  great  difference  whether  a  man  pays  a 
hundred  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  taxes. 
There  is  a  very  large  class  of  our  population  who 
feel  this  in  their  bones.  I  want  to  see  moderate 
taxes,  because  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city, 
and  when  you  crowd  taxes  up  to  the  highest  point 
you  injure  the  citv.  fhen,  I  want  to  see  every 
provision  made  for  the  business  of  the  city. 
I  will  go  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  ti 
in  that.  Show  me  anything  that  will  benefit  the 
business  interests  of  the  city,  and  I  will  go  for  it. 
Last  winter  some  of  our  people  were  making  great 
efforts  for  Western  trade.  I  said  .very  well,  let  us 
get  Western  trade  if  you  can.  But,  I  said,  create 
skilled  industries;  build  them  up.  When  you  come 
to  that  water  power    is  of    no  account.    Yonr    steam 
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power    is    jusf,  as    good.    The    arlvantage  of  havina; 
skilled  industries  here  is  that  skilled  workmen  will 
locate    here    and    you  can    have  competition;    pur- 
chasers will  meet  trade  at  the  head  sources  of  supply. 
I  don't  care  whether  you  can  make  silver  watches  or 
ware;  I   don't  care  whether   you  sell   them,  here  or 
send     them    to    New   York.      When   men    employ 
a     number    of    men    it    helps    all    the   avenues 
of     trade.       Therefore     I     shall    vote     for .  water, 
whether  it    coi>ts    five    or   ten  millions.    You    can't 
afford  to  be    without    water.      Oive    lis    water,   so 
that  men  can  put  up  engines  here  by  the  hundred  if 
they  wish    it.    Let  us  have  a  water  supply,  and  then 
you  will  have  a  property  that  can  be  taxed.  We  want 
to  keep  the  expense   of   doing  business  moderate. 
Why  has  the  wool  trade   increased   so   extensively 
within  the  past  few  years?    One  reason  is,  the  ex- 
penses in  New  York  arj  greater  than  he'-e.    Wool  can 
l>e  handled  at  a  less  expense  here  than  in  New  York. 
A  ship  owner    is  willing    to  come  here  for  a  cargo 
worlh  a  thousand  dollars  less  than  he  will  go  there, 
because   .le  hss  extra  charges  to  pay  there.    I  say, 
create    facilities    for   trade,  that  you  may  bring  in 
skilled  industries,  and  then  you  will  have  prosperity: 
1-ur    you    can't  do  that    by  creating  luxuries.    You 
can't  create  property,  gentlemen,  by  goin"  out  and 
building     a     park.      It     is     a     fallacy    to    think 
so.       As     to    the    increase    of     taxable    property 
the  fact  is  it  ain't  worth  a  skiver  to   you  or    me.      I 
knew  of  a  gentleman  who  would  have  $2500  come   to 
him  from  an  uncle  when  the  latter  should  die.     He 
spent  that  money  over  three  or  four  times  before  his 
uncle  died,  simply  because  he  was  going  to  have  it. 
A  park  will  not  create  property.    The  fact  is  we  dis- 
count all  that  beforehand.    Our  growth  is  to  be  a 
steady  growth.    We  wont  have  more  than  three  hun- 
dred thousand  when  we  take  in  all  the  annexed  ter- 
ritory.   I  have  n't  said  anything  about  the  increased 
expenses.     If  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  citizens  of 
Brighton,  West  Roxbury  and   Charlestown   are  not 
human    you    are    very    much   mistaken.     It    is  our 
bounden  duty  to  aim  for  a  policy  that  will   keep  tax- 
ation wirhin  proper  limits.    If  war  comes  let  us  meet 
it,   but   don't  let    us  do  it  in  time  of  peace.    1  be- 
lieve our  city  is  in  a  transi,  ion   state,  I  don't  know 
where  this  is  to  end.    They  are  talking  of  annexing 
Cambridge  and  Somerville  and  Chelsea;   and  a  few 
days  ago  I  saw  in  a  Berkshire  paper  the  suggestion 
that  we  take  in  Berkshire  and  make  her  a  part  of  us. 
Now,  this  creating  a  city  debt  is  a  great  evil.    The 
cities  of  the  country  today  are  struggling  under  this 
thing.    If  we  go  on  five  years  longer— well,  we  '11   be 
the  belle  city  for  debt.    This  large  indebtedness  of  a 
1  irge  municipality  harms   the  whole  community.    I 
a>k   whether    we   have  n't    come  to  the  time  when 
prudence— and  by  prudence  I  mean  good  judgment- 
would  withhold  us  from  undertaking  these  great  en- 
terprises.   You  know  that  in  old  time  a  certain  king 
dii^regarded     certain     things,     and    he    was    tent 
out     to    eat    grass    with     hnmiliation.        He     re- 
turned    to     reason.        I     think      the      cities      of 
of  the  country  today  are  eating  the  grass  of  humilia- 
tion.   I  mean   by  that  when  a  city  can't  get  credit. 
Look  at  New  York,  that  great  city  with  its  millions 
upon  millions,  consulting  about  issuing  legal  tenders 
to  pay  her  debts  to  her  workmen.    That  is  eating  the 
grass  of  humiliation.    We  have  got  a  large  debt,  and 
I  can  see  where  we  have  got  to  increase  it  many  mil- 
lions.    W^e  have  got  to  borrow  it  where  we  can  get  it 
cheap.     We  came  near  being  snubbed  last  year.   You 
may  talk  about  the  panic  as  much  as  you  have  a  mind 
to.  but  that  is  n't  the  trouble.    When  we  can't  go 
into    the    market    and    get    money    at  A    1    rates 
something  is  wrong.    If  I  should  find  some  gentle- 
men's  names   on    the   street   selling   at    eight    or 
nine    per    cent,     who    ought    to    sell    for    six,    I 
should    think    something    was    the  matter.    Now, 
a  man  who  has  always  been  a  six-per  cent,  man,  does 
he  go  at  nine  per  cent,   if  everything  is  all  right?    It 
is  n't  as  it  ought  to  be.    If  we  can't  get  money  at  A  1 
rates  there  is    something  wrong.     I  say  let  us  come 
home  and  see  where  we  stand.    If  the  moneyed  men 
have  any  misapprehension    let    us   go    and  make  a 
statement.     We  have  always  been  considered  A  1.     I 
don't  want  Boston   to  stand  below  that.    It  is  worth 
living  for    to    keep    her  A  1.    Don't  let  us  borrow 
ni(mcy  to  injure  our  credit.    Therefore,  if  we  must 
postpone  that  building  or  this  street  rather  than  in- 
jure our  credit,  I  say    postpone  that  building.    The 
gentleman   says    the    Court    House    isn't  pressing. 
Why  not?  We  need  it.    There  are  other  things  press- 
ing. If  you  go  to  theAuditor  or  Treasurer  and  sit  down 
and  talk  with  either  of  them,  and    say  what  can   we 
borrow  at  fair,  reasonable  rates,  I  think    you  will  get 
some  plain  common  sense  from   him.      Therefore  if 
you  bring  up  the  subject  of    a  park;  if   you    inaugu- 
rate it,  initiate,  begin  it,   it    becomes  an    element  in 
the  thoughts  of  all  moneyed  men  who  arc  estimating 
your  wants.    If  we  will   be  manly  enough  to  say  this 
park  is  necessary  and  it    is    desirable,  and    when  we 
(tan  afford  to  we  must  have  it,  I  feel    an    interest  in 
the  success  and  growth  of  Boston;    but    I  say  let  us 


be  manly  enough,  if  there  is  outside  pressure,  if 
there  are  newspapers  urging  this;  let  us  look  this 
thing  squarely  in  the  face  and  say,  will  it  hurt  our 
credit  to  take  this  thing  now,  and  consider  it, 
and  go  right  out  and  say  we  wont  touch  this 
thing  now?  I  am  not  willing  to  have  the  interest  ac- 
count double  what  was  the  entire  cltjr  expense  a  few 
years  ago,  and  I  submit  that  the  position  I  take  is  a 
correct  one.  I  believe  that  the  city,  today,  will  say  « 
that  the  park  question  should  be  laid  aside;  that  we 
should  have  good  credit  in  our  money  maikets.  All 
this  talk  about  the  great  future  of  the  city— why  you 
and  I  wont  live  to  see  it;  we  are  not  going  to  have 
such  a  mushroom  growth  as  you  speak  of.  I  hope 
we  shall  pursue  such  a  course  as  will  save  the  credit 
of  the  city  unharmed. 

Alderman  Clark — If  there  is  anything  in  the  world 
that  will  ruin  the  city's  credit  it  is  just  such  speeches 
as  that  of  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  Distriet. 
I  pretend  to  say  that  the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston 
stands  as  fairly  today  as  it  ever    stood,  and  I  should 
n'c  wish  to  have  a  better  mission  than  to  go  abroad 
and  ask  the  Barings  or  Morgans  for   atother   loan  at 
five  or  six  per  cent,  and    not    at    eight   or    nine  per 
cent.    They   would   say  it   is   just  the  place  they 
want  to  put  their  money— where   it  is   safe.      I  con- 
tend, gentlemen,    that  it   is   not   hard   to   make    a 
loan     for    a   city — whose    valuation     is   eight    or 
Dine  hundred  millions,  and  whose  debt  is  only  twen- 
ty-six millions.    I  presume    to    say    that  the    City 
Treasurer  will  have  no  trouble  in  raising  money  in 
Europe  within  the   next   six  months  easily.    I  am 
glad  the  gentleman  has  referred  to  the  elder  Quincy. 
He  had  strength  to  build  a  public  market  with  great- 
er opposition  than  that  given  to  the  public  park  to- 
day.    Does   anybody   doubt  the   wisdom   of   that 
measure?    He  had  the  courage   to  buy  a  piece  of 
property  which  he  advised  the  city   to  hold,  and  was 
thereby  enabled  to  leave  half  a  million  dollars  more 
to  his  heirs.    There  is  no  trouble  about  this  money, 
notwithstanding  all  these  gloomy  forebodings.    Mr. 
Morgan   was    a  member   of   the  firm   with    which 
the    gentleman    was    once  connected,  and  in  1840 
the  firm  broke  up,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  business 
community  of  the  city  of  Boston.     Notwithstanding 
t*"at  many  old  business  concerns  have  gone  out  of 
business,  the  trade  of  Boston  is  rapidly  increasing. 
I  will  venture  to  say  that,  if  the  Treasurer  goes  to 
Kurope  and  can't  effect  a  loan  there,  if  he  will  put  it 
off  a  few  months  he  can  get  it  from  our  own  citizens, 
and  they  will  let  the  city  have  it  at  a  reasonable  rate 
of  interest.    They  have  put   their  money  in  these 
new  buildings.  Notwithstanding  a  fire  by  which  over 
sixty  millions  were  swept  off"  the  face  of  the  earth, 
what  was  the  number  of  failures  in  this  community  ? 
The  mercantile  community  stood  up  and  paid  a  hun- 
dred cents  on  the  dollar  almost  to  a  man.  And  during 
this  financial  crisis  I  know  of  but  one  single  failure 
on  State  street.    A  few  years  ago  the  Cunard  Com- 
pany took  off  their  steamers  because  they  couldn't 
get   freight   enough   to   fill  them  with.    Now,  those 
steamers  are  running  from  here  once  a  week.    This 
is  a  tremendous  stride,  and  they  are  talking  of  hav- 
ing them  leave  here  twice    a    week   next    spring.     I 
suppose  there  is  also  more  than  double  the  amount 
of  business  done  over  the  railroads  that  there  was 
.  ten   years   ago.     I   don't   know   what   the  debt  of 
Boston    will     be     ten    years     hence,     but    I    do 
know  that  as  our   debt   increases,    so    our  means 
increase     in     still    greater    proportion.    The    gen- 
tleman  has   seven   millions  down   in   his  estimate 
for  things  which  are'first  rate  to  do  if  we  see  fit  to 
do  them.    It  is  n't  to  be  supposed  that  we  are  to 
do  everything   that  everybody  represents  to  us.     I 
should  estimate  the  cost  of  water  to  be  $7,000,000. 
The   City  Engineer'sjestimate   is   $5,000,000,  but   I 
don't  propose  to  go  into  these  estimates.    The  ques- 
tion is  simply  this:  Shall  we  inaugurate  a  measure  to 
take  advantage  of  an  opportunity  to  buy  land  at  a 
very  small  expense,  or  wait  till  the  land  becomes  so 
expensive  that  we  can't  afford  to  take  it?    The  ex- 
penditure would  be  very  small  for  the  amount  re- 
quired now— not  enough  to  deter  any  foreign  banker 
from  giving  us  a  loan.    I  have  attempted  to  say  that 
a  public  would  so  improve   the   taxable  valuation 
that   it   would  pay  the  entire  expenditure.    I  also 
believe  that  it  is  important   for   us   to  encourage 
manufactures  everywhere  within  the  limits  of  the 
city,  but  if  you  do  build  up  manufactures  you  will 
have  a  very  large  class  of  laboring  men  for  whom  it 
is  good  policy  to  provide;  and  it  is  nothing  more 
than  justice  that  you  should  look  to  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  those  you  bring  around  you.    It  is  all  very 
well  for  him  and  me,  wlio  can  ride  and  drive  through 
the  city  and  into  the  suburbs,  but  the  mass  of  people 
are  poor;  and  when  they  do  get  into  the  suburbs,  at 
every  green  field  they  see  stuck  up  the  sign,  "This  is 
private    property;    trespassers    will    be    prosecuted 
according  to  law."    It  is  our  duty  to  make  provision 
for  this  class  of  people  who  cannot  afford  to  indulge 
in   the  luxury  of  a  carriage.      It  is  n't  necessary, 
Mr.    Chairman,    to   go    through    this    labyrinth    of 
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flloom  which  the  Alderman  presents.  It  is  n't  neces- 
sary, 1  am  glad  to  hear  him  say,  that  Boston  is  so 
highly  respected  abroad.  She  has  never  had  any 
tronble  In  getting  credit  abroad  and  never  will  have, 
provided  she  don't  get  up  and  say  her  credit  is  aone 
totheaogs.  This  order  simply  aslfs  the  Legislature 
to  give  the  right  to  take  or  buy  land  for  the  purpose 
of  a  public  park.  It  does  n't  require  the  expenditure 
i)f  a  single  dollar,  and  I  hope  therefore  we  shall  get  a 
majority  of  the  Board  and  that  the  order  will  be 
passed. 

Alderman  Emery— I  move  that  when  the  question 
be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  substitute. 
Carried. 

Alderman  Ciaffield— This  is  an  important  question, 
and  one  on  which  able  speeches  have  been  made  on 
l)()rh  sides.  I  think  the  matter  ought  to  lie  over  for 
H  Umger  time,  and  I  move  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  orders  to  re- 
pair the  draw  and  rebuild  the  foundations  of  the. 
Broadway  Bridge,  and  for  a  loan  of  $114,000  to  meet 
the  expense  thereof,  and  report  of  City  Engineer  on 
the  subject  (City  Doc.  No.  15i8),  were  taken  from  the 
table. 
The  question  was  on  the  passajre  of  the  oiders. 
Alderman  Hulbert— I  took  some  pains  to  get  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Engineer,  and  I  must  say  that, 
from  what  I  learned  from  him  I  have  come  to  the 
(■i)nclusion  that  the  plan  proposed  under  the  head  of 
estimate  No.  3  would  accomplish  everything  that 
was  desired.  The  only  questions  are  durability  and 
the  cost  of  the  iron  piles.  There  seems  to  be  no  ob- 
jection to  this  form  of  structure.  These  piles  are 
the  same  as  the  old  ones;  they  are  simply  for  guiding 
i.nd  moving  the  draw,  and  there  is  that  much  less 
room  displaced  in  the  channel;  besides  saving  fifty 
per  cent,  expense.  I  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  going 
to  this  extra  expense  of  $36,000  or  $40,000. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  not  conferred  with  the 
City  Engineer,  but  have  carefully  read  the  report  as 
printed  and  have  arrived  at  the  same  opinion  as  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highlands.  1  therefore  move  a» 
iin  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "$114,000"  and 
insert  "$78,000." 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. If  we  are  to  have  an  engineer  the  only  true 
policy  id  to  follow  his  advice,  unless  we  wish  to  l>e 
subject  to  this  continual  breaking  down.  Nobody 
can  doubt  that  tlie  plan  marked  5  is  the  best,  and  will 
make  the  bridge  as  sure  as  can  be.  Nobody  knows 
when  these  piles  will  give  way.  No  man  will  dispute 
this.  If  you  don't  want  to  get  into  trouble  I  advise 
you  to  adopt  the  plan  No.  5.  Any  man  who  knows 
anything  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  iron,  knows  that  it 
must  give  way  sooner  or  later.  The  piles  kept  set- 
tling all  the  time,  and  it  is  likely  to  continue,  and  no- 
body doubts  that  they  will  have  to  be  replaced  in  a 
short  time.  It  isn't  good  policy 'for  the  city  to  be 
left  in  that  predicament.  This  solid  stone  structure 
is  just  as  sure  a  thing  as  can  he  built  in  the  wo/ld, 
and  it  is  the  only  safe,  economical  plan  for  the  city  to 
adopt.    The  City  Engineer  says  it  is  the  best. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  ask  if  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  have  been  consulted,  and  whether 
they  have  any  objection  to  these  stone  piers  going 
there? 

Alderman  Power— It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
anything  will  be  done  without  consulting  the  Harbor 
Commissioners. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  hope  it  may  lie  over.  I  asked 
the  City  Engineer  a  great  many  questions  and  con- 
cluded that  the  plan  expending  $78,000  is  the  best. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  a  recess  of  five  inin- 
ntes  was  taken  to  allow  members  to  inspect  the  va- 
rious plans. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  Board  Alderman  Power 
said.  The  Committee  on  Bridges  are  unanimously  in 
favor  of  adopting  this  plan;  they  feel  the  heavy  re- 
sponsibility on  them,  and  if  anything  should  happen 
They  would  be  to  blame.  The  draw  is  liable  to  tum- 
ble over  when  it  is  open.  Dover-street  Bridge  is  out 
of  repair  and  closed,  and  if  it  should  be  necessary  to 
close  this  one  you  see  the  predicament  people  get- 
ting to  and  from  South  Boston  are  in. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  don't  think  the  delay  of  a 
weeii  would  make  any  great  difference.  Dover-street 
Bridge  will  be  done  next  week. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  this  order  would  have  to 
go  to  the  Council,  and  according  to  their  rule  it  would 
nave  to  lie  over  there  a  week.  The  danger  is  from 
settling  back  to  the  columns  while  they  are  rolling 
the  bridge  on  and  off.  When  the  bridge  is  on  and 
people  are  passing  over  it  is  perfectly  safe. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  no  danger  except  where 
the  draw  is  turned  off,  but  the  bridge  has  been  in  a 
dangerous  position  all  the  year.  And  the  committee 
have  been  perplexed  at  the  large  expense  tnat  in  their 
judgment  ought  to  be  incurred:  they  have  concluded 


that  it  isn't  for  the  best  interest  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton to  throw  away  money  to  make  repairs  on  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  I  vote  today  I  shall  vote 
for  estimate  No.  3.  because  I  think  it  is  the  best. 
Perhaps  after  waiting  a  week,  my  opinion  might 
change.  After  the  first  of  December  very  few  ves- 
sels pass  Fort  Point  Channel.  I  know  that  from  ex- 
perience, having  done  business  there  many  years. 
No  matter  whether  you  pass  this  order  or  not,  noth- 
ing will  be  done  till  spring. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  we  have  an  able  Commit- 
tee on  Bridges;  they  favor  this  plan  unanimously, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  pass  this  matter  this  evening, 
and  adopt  the  committee's  report. 

Alderman  Clark— I  go  for  the  best  bridge,  provided 
it  will  not  interfere  with  the  harbor;  and  I  don't  un- 
derstand that  the  Harbor  Commissioners  have  been 
consulted  in  regard  to  the  filling  up  of  the  channel. 
If  I  vote  tonight  I  shall  vote  ignorantly,  so  far  as  any 
knowledge  is  obtained  outside  of  the  Committee. 

Alderman  Gibson- If  this  channel  is  to  be  open  for 
all  ti  «e  I  go  for  the  largest  expenditure,  but  if  it  is 
to  be  kept  open  for  only  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  I 
shall  go  in  for  a  smaller  expense.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  in  thirty  years  that  whole  channel  will   be  filled. 

Alderman  Power— The  committee  and  the  City- 
Engineer  are  unanimous.  I  don't  care  what  action 
is  taken  here,  but  I  want  some  action  taken  so  that 
we  can  get  the  matters  off  our  shoulders. 

Alderman  Gibson  In  the  chair. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  and  perhaps  it  is 
81  well  for  me  to  make  a  statement.  This  bridge  has 
been  an  eyesore  to  me.  I  have  tried  to  get  up  a  plan 
to  save  that  bridge  without  spending  too  much 
money.  If  you  are  going  to  build  it  for  only  twenty 
years,  it  is  best  to  take  a  cheap  structure.  The  En- 
gineer says  now  is  the  best  time  to  do  the  work, 
while  vessels  are  not  passing  through  there  in  large 
numbers. 

Alderman  Hulbert -It  seems  to  me  that  we  should 
know  what  the  opinion  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
is  in  regard  to  the  displacing  of  so  large  an  area.  It 
seems  to  me  that  two  objects  can  be  obtained  by  a 
delay  of  one  week.  We  can  learn  what  is  the  best 
plan  and  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners. 

Alderman  Cutter-:-I  had  the  honor  to  build  the 
draw  Of  Federal-street  Bridge.  We  got  up  a  plan 
satisfactory  to  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  and  went 
on  to  let  the  draw  job  out.  Just  as  we  got  it  let  out 
the  Commissioners  vetoed  us  and  were  determined  to 
have  us  build  another  structure— up  in  the  air,  like 
the  Broadway  Bridge.  We  had  to  go  before  the  Leg- 
islative Committee  and  represent  to  them  that 
it  was  unfit  for  heavy  teams  and  horse  cars; 
and  so  they  agreed  to  oar  plan,  if  we 
would  put  in  the  word  "temporary."  So  Federal- 
street  Bridge  is  a  "temporary  struc'ure."  You  want 
to  show  them  what  you  want  and  satisfy  them  of  its 
utility. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  think  there  will  be  very 
much  objection  from  the  Harbor  Commissioners.  I 
don't  see  what  objections  they  can  possibly  make. 

Alderman  Hulbert — It  seems  to  me  best  to  delay  a 
few  daj  8  and  get  the  opinion  of  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners. 

Alderman  Gibson— This  thing  is  the  biggest  ele- 
phant in  Boston.  Within  four  years  the  whole  bridge 
has  been  rebuilt  from  the  abutments;  the  draw  has 
never  been  true.    It  is  liable  to  go  down  at  any  time. 

Alderman  Power — If  gentlemen  have  confidence  in 
the  committee  they  will  not  question  the  fact  that 
the  plan  adopted  is  the  best.  Of  course,  if  we  can't 
get  permission  it  will  perhaps  have  to  go  over  to  the 
next  Government. 

Alderman  Gaffield — I  was  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment when  the  Broadway  extension  was  urged.  It 
was  then  said  that  it  was  for  our  advantage  to  use 
these  piles,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  three  years  have 
fulfilled  the  prediction.  I  think  we  should  adopt  the 
plan  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Clark— For  the  reasons  given  by  the  com- 
mittee, I  shall  favor  the  adoption  of  the  plan  unani- 
mously recommended  by  them.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1  whether  he  was  in  the  City  Gov- 
ernment when  this  project  was  adopted? 

Alderman  Gibson— I  was  not;  and  if  I  had  been  I 
would  have  labored  to  defeat  this  project.  It  has 
cost  us  $14,000  a  year  every  year  since. 

Alderman  Gaflield— I  wish  to  state  that  the  year  I 
referred  to  it  was  defeated,  and  passed  the  year  af- 
1  erward. 

The  amendment  was  lost  and  the  order  was  passed 
—yeas  11,  nays  1— as  follows: 

Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Gaffield,  Gibson,  Power,  Quincy,  Sayward,    Stebbins 

Nays — Alderman  Hulbert— 1. 

On  motion  of  Ald(  rman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday,  December  !),  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M, 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    4,    1873. 

The  regular  weeklj  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  the  City  Clerk  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  George  B.  Upton,  of  the  town  of  Wln- 
throp  and  others,  referred  in  concurrence. 

T  he  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  be  issued 
to  Rueter  &  Alley  to  erect  a  wooden  building.  Order 
passed. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  a  request  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $35,000. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Public  Institutions 
to  report  on  Home  for  the  Poor,  etc.,  at  next  meet- 
ing of  Common  Council,  amended  by  inserting  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

The  following  were  read  once: 

Order  to  abate  from  the  tax  on  Allen  &  Noble's  es- 
tate on  Devonshire  street  the  cum  of  $204  75. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the 
Old  Mather  Schoolhouse  to  the  city  lot,  Highland 
street. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $1000  from  Re- 
served Fund  to  appropriation  for  Quarantine  Depart- 
ment. 

The  order  authorizing  the  rebuilding  of  the  draw 
and  foundations  of  Broadway  Bridge,  over  Port 
Point  Channel,  at  an  estimated  cost  of'  $114,000,  and 
for  a  loan  therefor,  were  considered. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— It  strikes  me  that  this  is 
precisely  a  similar  case  to  that  of  the  Dartmouth- 
street  bridge  which  the  Council  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.  It  is  an  application  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  an  appropriation  for  $114,- 
000  to  be  spent  by  one  of  their  committees.  It  strikes 
me  that  it  needs  further  investigation  and  it  would 
be  proper  to  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— As  it  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance  I  would  like  to  move  that  the  com- 
mittee report  at  the  next  meeting.  Of  course  it 
ought  to  be  investigated,  but  it  is  getting  to  be  late 
in  the  season  and  action  should  not  be  deferred. 

The  Chair — It  would  be  necessary  to  reconsider  the 
last  vote  to  make  such  an  amendent. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  can  assure  the  gentleman 
that  the  committee  will  consider  it  first. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  refund  to  Henry  T  Woods 
$100  67,  being  tax  erroneously  assessed  in  1872,  and 
paid  upon  estate  1086  Shawmut  avenue.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  (new  draught)  to  provide  tem- 
porary accommodations  for  the  primary-school  pupils 
living  between  Arlington  and  Parker  streets.  Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  primary  schools,  Lewis  District.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  accommo- 
dations for  primary  schools  in  vicinity  of  Norfolk 
street.  Ward  16.    Passed. 

Order  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $225  be 
made  to  cover  the  expense  of  watering  streets  around 
the  public  grounds.    Passed. 

A  PERSONAL   EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  it  is  always  in  order 
for  a  member  of  the  City  Council  to  rise  to  a  ques 
tion  of  personal  privilege.  That  is  my  object  at  this 
moment.  I  have  read  in  the  official  report  of  the 
doings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  1st  instant, 
as  follows : 

[Mr.  Shaw  read  the  remarks  of  Alderman  Hulbert 
during  the  consideration  of  the  order  for  improving 
Washington  park.] 

Mr.  Shaw — Well,  sir,  I  am  the  gentleman  referred 
to,  and  in  order  that  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood — 
for  I  never  undertook,  in  my  life,  except  in  the  few 
remarks  which  I  made  at  the  opening  of  the  Council, 
to  put  my  remarks  on  paper — and  that  nobody  may 
be  libelled,  I  have  written  down  what  I  have  to  say. 
Now,  sir,  I  have  nothing  to  take  hack,  nothing  to  re- 
tract :  but,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  gentleman  has  so 
emphatically  called  attention  to  my  remarks,  and  so 
sanctimoniously  said  they  are  "entirely  false,"  I  wish 
to  state  something  concerning  it.  Perhaps  he  may, 
upon  reflection,  conclude  that  it  is  best  to  let  well 
enough  alone;  for  I  have  taken  pains  to  obtain  a.  few 
figtires  and  a  few  more  facts,  and  he  possibly  may 
'find  his  nert  allusion  to  me  (in  his  anti-park  speech) 
as  the  "statistician  of  the  Council"  may  "contain 
more  truth  than  poetry." 


The  Alderman  says,  very  plausibly,  "I  don't  live 
facing  the  park,  but  I  do  live  in  sight  of  it."    His 
house,  by  measurement,  is  less  than  400  feet  from  the 
park.    Why  did  n't  he  add  the  whole  truth  and  say  "I 
own  in  addition  to  my  house  lot  about  300,000  feet, 
or  nearly  seven  acres,  almost  the  whole  of  which  Is 
directly  in  front  of  this  park,  through  a  portion  of 
which  I  have  had  a  street  laid  out  so  as  to  bring  it 
into   the    maket,     making     his     whole    territory 
there  about  eight  acres.''''  "Figures  don't  lie."    I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  plan  of  the  entire  district  standing  In 
the  gentleman's  name,  with  the  number  of  feet  to 
each  lot.    In  what  I  had  to  say  in  my  former  allu- 
sion to  him  I  cast  no  reflections  on  him  as  an  indi- 
vidual or  as  a  property  holder  near  Washington  park, 
my  remarks  being  Illustrative  of  a  principle  in  which 
the  whole  public- are  concerned,  as  showing  the  nar- 
row and  selfish  views  of  such  as  find  themselves  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  luxuries  with  which  God  and 
nature  have  blessed  them,  and  are  so  ready  to  deny 
to  the  less  fortunate  the  enjoyment  of  such  privi- 
leges.   If  the  gentleman  desires  anything   more,  I 
can  reenforce  my  statements  in  the  same  direction, 
for  he  may  as  well  understand  that  I  shall  allow  no 
man,  however  tall  he  may  stand  in  his  boots,    to 
go  unanswered  when  he  charges  me  wilh   making 
statements  to  this  Council  or  elsewhere,  which  are 
"entirely  false."     But,  sir,  I  may  have  said  enough 
at  the  present  moment  to  satisfy  the  Council  at  least 
that  I  have  made  no  false  statements,  and  I  am  ready 
to  go  before  the  public  on  that  issue.      And  the  gen- 
tleman may  as  well  understand  now  as  well  as  at  any 
other   time  that  I  shall  allow  no  man  to  go  unan 
swered.    This  is  a  charge  made  by  a  member  of  the 
City    Council,    and    I    am    a   member   of   the    City 
Council    and    have   a   right   to   rise   in   my   place 
when  an  attack  is  made  upon  me,  when  I  rise  here 
and  state  facts.    With  the  condition  of  the  Council, 
anxious  for  adjournment,  I  shall  go  no  farther,  but  I 
shall  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that,  how- 
ever sanctimonious  and  however  much  a  man  maybe 
a  church  member,  I  care  not  for  his  character,  nor 
his  command  of  the  property  which  he  owns  nor  his 
position  in  society;  I  shall  stand  up  here  and  defend 
myself.    And  when  I  make  a  proposition  here  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  in  my  judgment,  at  least,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  reenforce  it  with  all  the  facts  and 
statements  and  arguments  with  which  God  has  en- 
dowed me.    Now,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  say  to  you  and 
my    friends    in     the    City    Council,   and    to   the 
gentlemen    who    belong     to    the     City    Govern- 
ment  of    Boston,    that     I    don't    come    here     to 
raise   my   voice  in    favor   of    any   project   which 
directly  affects  me.    I  have  never  charged  that  the 
gentleman  has  raised  his  voice  directly  in  favor  of 
any  project  that  affects  him,  but  I  reiterate  the  state- 
ment I  have  made,  and  hope  it  will  reecho  through 
these  halls,  that  it  is  very  inconsistent  for  any  gen- 
tleman, who  has  been  placed  as  he  has,  with  all  the 
beauties  of  a  public  park  around  him,  to  rise  in  his 
place  and  make  such  statements  as  he  has  made. 
When  that  gentleman  can  put  his  finger  upon  one 
single  point  in  which  I  have  diverged  from  the  public 
interest,  then  he  may  chastise  me  and  criticise  me  in 
a  lengthy  speech  which  he  may  make  on  this  project, 
or  any  other.    I  beg  pardon  of  the  Council  for  taking 
so  much  time.     When  the  matter  of  a  public  park 
comes  before  the  Council  again  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  his  argument  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
statements  which  he  made  are  perfectly  illusive,  and, 
as  has  been  remarked  in   the  other  branch,  if  any- 
thing tends  to  ruin  the  credit  ot  the  city  of  Boston, 
it  is  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman.    He   is   a  busi- 
ness man  and  should  know  betier.    He  should  know 
that  every  word   of   his   is   recorded;  that   It  goes 
across  the  continent  and  to  Europe,  and  directly  af- 
fects every  attempt  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  negotiate 
a  loan.    At  a  future  time  I  shall  endeavor   to  answer 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  upon  the  public  park 
question. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  don't  know  that  I  am  in 
order,  but  I  should  like  to  say  one  word.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  has  risen— 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  did  n't  know  but  I  might  be  allowed 
to  speak  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  beg  leave  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  if  he  8i)eaks. 

The  Chair— That  is  precisely  the  difficulty  of  al- 
lowing one  gentleman  to  speak  out  of  order;  another 
will  wish  to  reply. 

Mr.  Perkins— If  the  gentleman  proposes  to  choke 
me  off — 

Mr.  Shaw-  I  proposed  to  choke  nobody  off.  If  the 
gentlemrn  is  allowed  to  speak,  I  shall  claim  the  pri- 
vilege of  answering  him. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  presented  the  petition  of  the 
town  of  Winthrop  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  annex- 
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ation  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  asking  for  a  hearing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease,  the  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs: 

Mr.  Upham  of  Ward  16  presented  the  petition  of  A. 
T.  Stearns  for  permission  to  erect  a  building  lai'ger 
than  the  legal  dimensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upham,  the  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

KEPORTS  OP   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolves  and  or- 
ders of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the 
laying  out  of  Magazine  street  at  an  expense  of 
$24,015  95,  for  the  extension  of  Quincy  place  to  Pearl 
place  at  an  expense  of  $13,784,  and  for  tne  extension 
of  Eustis  street  to  Magazine  street  at  an  expense  of 
$11,640  70,  presented  reports  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  several  orders  in  concurrence  with  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  once. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  an  order  to  authorize 
the  Mayor  to  convey  a  portion  of  Sturgis  street,  dis- 
continued, to  the  heirs  of  W.  H.  Bordman,  submit- 
ted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  ihe  order. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  laid 
over  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  W.  H.  Baldwin,  et  al.,  in  reference  to  a  new  ward 
room  in  Ward  10,  submitted  a  report  representiug 
that  the  present  ward  room-  is  equal  in  accommoda- 
tion to  the  other  wards  in  the  city,  and  the  commit- 
tee deem  it  sufficient  for  the  citizens  of  the  ward  for 
two  years  to  come,  when  a  new  division  of  the  wards 
will  take  place,  and  the  location  of  the  ward  rooms 
be  changed.  The  committee  believe  that  further 
action  on  the  petition  is  at  present  inexpedient. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4,  from  the  same  committee, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  that  the  petition 
of  F.  P.  Meigs,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  intro- 
duction of  certain  school  desks  and  seats  into  the 
public  schools,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  petition  referred 
as  recommended. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
munication from  a  Committee  of  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Suffolk  County,  in  relation  to  religious  instruction  in 
the  institutions  under  the  management  or  control  of 
the  city,  submitted  a  report  recommending  that  the 
subject  be  referred  to  the  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions, with  a  request  that  they  will  consider  the  mat- 
ter and  report  t«  the  City  Council  on  or  before  the 
15th  inst.,  their  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  chang- 
ing the  present  rules  of  the  institutions  providing 
for  moral  and  religious  instruction. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  reference  ordered 
as  recommended. 

LEGISLATIVE   MATTERS. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  (City  Doc.  No.  129)  came  down 
among  the  papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  R'esident,  I  desire  to 
have  that  matter  lie  upon  the  table,  because  I  wish  to 
make  some  comments  on  that  report,  and  ttate  some 
facts  which  are  not  stated  in  that  report.  I  move 
that  the  report  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried.  Later  in  the  session  Mr.  • 
Dean  of  Ward  12  said- 
Mr.  President— I  desire  to  move  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs,  or  what  pur- 
ports to  be  the  report  of  that  committee,  be  taken 
frem  the  table.  I  do  this  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  committee.  The  re- 
port, since  it  has  been  written,  has  never  been  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  and  there  are  many  things 
in  it  which  are  erroneous.  I  thei-eforc  move  to  take 
it  from  the  table. 

Carried. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  move  that  it  be  ricommit- 
ted  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — I  shall  not  oppose  the  mo- 
tion, but  I  would  remind  the  gentleman  that  it  was 
on  his  motion  that  the  chairman  was  authorized  to 
make  the  report. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— That  is  entirely  true,  but 
the  gentleman  does  not  state  it  exactly  as  it  was  un- 
derstood by  the  committee.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  3  made  the  motion  that  the  committee  report 
in  print,  and  that  matter  was  considered  in  the  com- 
mittee. My  motion  was  that  the  chairman  should 
prepare  the  report,  but  I  did  not  mean  that  the  chair- 
man should  present  the  report  to  the  Citj  Council, 
but  that  he  should  submit  the  report  to  the  com- 


mittee, and  that  then  it  should  be  presented  to 
the  City  Government.  One  great  trouble  of 
this  City  Government  is  that  chairmen  of 
the  joint  standing  committees,  especially  the 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  think 
they  can  pocket  the  entire  committee,  and  they  goon 
as  they  please,  even  sometimes  treating  the  commit- 
tee with  discourtesy,  as,  for  instance,  a  gentleman 
making  a  report  to  the  Board  upon  a  matter  that  I,  as 
a  member  of  the  committee,  was  interested  in,  when 
I  knew  nothing  about  the  report.  It  is  a  thing  that 
would  not  be  tolerated  in  any  legislative  body.  Now  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  was  to  prepare  this  report, 
l)ut  it  was  understood  that  the  report  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee,  otherwise  it  is  not  a  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  glad  to  hear  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman,  for  it  is  in  accordance  with 
statements  I  have  made  with  regard  to  the  arbitrary 
manner  in  which  chairmen  of  committees  have  acted. 
I  stated  a  few  evenings  since,  in  resard  to  the  com- 
mittee upon  which,  Mr.  President,  I  had  the  honor  to 
be  appointed  by  you,  that  the  vote  authorizing  chair- 
men to  approve  bills  met  my  disapproval.  In  regard 
to  this  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters (City  Document  No.  129),  it  is  one  of  the  most 
fulsome  documents  I  ever  read  in  behalf  of  a  certain 
gentleman;  and  I  think  that  before  I  sit-down,  if  it 
will  be  in  order,  I  shall  move  to  amend  its 
title;  I  may  or  may  not  conclude  to  do  so.  In 
the  first  place  I  notice  that  it  contains  an  en- 
tirely gross  misstatement.  I  know  what  I  say, 
and  am  responsible  for  what  I  say.  I  call  attention 
to  the  ninth  page  of  this  document,  in  the  matter  re- 
ferring to  Berkeley  street,  which  this  report  says 
is  "one  of  the  most  important  matters,"  etc.  With- 
out reading  the  whole,  I  will  give  one  extract: 

"In  this  connection  the  committee  will  state  that 
at  one  of  said  hearings  objection  was  made  by  a 
member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  City  Council  to 
the  chairman's  assuming  to  appear 'in  behalf  of  the 
city,'  without  special  instructions  in  the  case  from 
the  City  Government." 

Mr.  Shaw— This  is  the  "lower  branch" — we  are  the 
"lower  branch"— we  are  the  "lower  branch"- per- 
haps you  may  not  be  aware  of  it — this  is  the  lower 
branch.  I  did  make  that  proposition,  Mr.  President, 
and  was  sustained  by  a  large  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  ground  I  took,  and  I  shall  be  sustained 
here  tonieht  by  one  of  them  at  least,  if  not  by  others. 
The  position  which  I  took  before  the  committee  was 
the  correct  one.  It  was  that  the  chairman  of  said 
committee  had  not  the  right  to  appear  before  the 
committee  of  the  Legislature  and  assume  to  pledge 
the  city  of  Boston  to  any  one  particular  act  or  meas- 
ure without  a  vote  of  the  City  Council,  and  I  reiterate 
and  repeat  that  statement  here  which  I  believe  is 
absolutely  true,  and  in  which  I  am  sustained  by  every 
gentleman  who  understands  parliamentary  usages. 
The  report  also  says: — 

"The  Judiciary  Committee,  however,  overruled 
said  objection  ob  the  ground  that  the  authority  given 
by  the  joint  rule  was  general,  'unless  otherwise  or- 
dered,' and  not  confined  to  cases  of  special  instruc- 
tions." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  is  n't  true.  I  have  had 
some  little  experience  in  the  Legislature  and  some 
experience  before  legislative  committees.  I  rose  as 
I  had  a  right  to  do,  as  a  citizen  of  Boston,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government,  and  did  object  to  the 
statement  which  the  chairman  of  this  Legislative 
Committee  made,  which  was  that  the  city  of  Boston 
was  bound  to  do  so  and  so,  and  that  the  City 
Government  were  found  to  sustain  such  and  such 
action.  I  stated  there  unqualifiedly  that  no  vote  had 
passed  the  City  Council  authorizing  such  a  statement 
to  be  made,  or  such  action  to  be  taken.  The  chair- 
man of  that  committee,  on  which  there  were  other 
most  respectable  lawyers,  said  that  my  statements 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Council  would  be  taken  with 
as  much  force  as  those  of  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee. So  much  for  that.  "Member  of  the  lower 
branch" 

Now,  again,  on  the  tenth  page,  with  regard  to 
"Commission  on  Drainage  and  Water  Supply."  And 
here  let  me  remind  the  Council  that  this  question 
on  the  drainage  and  water  supply  has  been  before  the 
Legislature  before,  when  I  had  the  honor  to  be 
a  member  in  1872,  and  to  which  bill  I  was  enabled  to 
add  an  amendment  that  the  commission  should  not 
be  appointed  except  by  a  vote  of  the  City  Council; 
and  that  bill  provided  that  an  area  within  ten  miles, 
more  or  less,  from  this  building  should  be  surveyed, 
or  rather  that  a  commission  should  be  appointed  by 
the  State  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  for  a  water 
supply  and  for  the  laying  out  of  streets  in  those 
towns  adjacent  to  Boston  or  within  ten  miles  of  it. 
That  matter  was  brought,  about  one  year  ago,  to  the 
attention  of  this  Council,  and  it  was  rejected  by  an 
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almost  unanimous  vote.    What  then  occurred?  Why, 
pir,  the  application  is  made  to  the  Great  and  General 
Court  for  a  modified  plan,  but  of  the  same  character; 
modified  in  this,  that  the  expense  of  the  same  should 
be  assessed  equitably  upon  the   cities   and    towns 
benefited  thereby.    In  that  plausible  shape  It  went 
before  an  eminently  respectable  committee   of  the 
Legislature.     The  gentleman   says,  "Hon.   William 
Gray"    and   "the    chairman    of    this    committee" 
went    before    said    committee— of    which    I     have 
something     to     say     afterwards.       The      hearing 
weut  on,  and  Hon.  Mr.  Gray  made  his  statement, 
and  he  was  supported  and    supplemented  by  Hon. 
Mr.  Quincy  and  several  legal  gentlemen,  as   for  in- 
stance, Hon.  H.  G.  Parker,  city  solicitor  of  Cambridge, 
and  by  that  eminent  lawyer  of  Cambridge,  Hon.  Mr. 
Muzzey,  and  by  the  City  Solicitor  of  Somerville,  and 
the  representatives  of  the  town  of  Newton,  and  some 
other  towns  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  on 
humble  individual  who  has  now  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress you,  rose  and  protested  against  such  action.  Of 
course  that  committee,  some  of  them  being  acquaint- 
ed with  me,  and  with  whom  I  had  previously  the  honor 
to   serve  in  the    Legislature,  were   somewhat  sur- 
prised  that  I   should   have   the     courage     to    ap- 
pear   there    and     raise     my     feeble     voice    on     a 
constitutional  question — for   that  is    what   I  spoke 
upon.    In    answer    to    the     question     on     which 
side   I   appeared,  I  declined  to    slate   unless   they 
agreed  to  give  me  a  full  and  square   hearing,  and 
they  concluded    to  give    me   further    *\me  and  I 
appeared.     I  then  told  them  that  I  believed  no   such 
proposition  as  they  made  was  constitutional;  that  I 
did  not  believe  it  was  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to 
pass  any  such  bill,  and  most  certainly  if  they  passed 
it,  the  Executive  would  not  approve  it.    I   stated  mj' 
j,rounds  and  will  state  them  now,  that  no  Legislature 
had  the  right  to  assess  for  the  purposes  named  there- 
in, the  cost  of  grading  and  improving  the  streets  of 
Medford  or  any  other  town  upon  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  submit  now  if  this  was  not  sound  doctrine.  Some 
laughed  at  me  for  the   proposition,  but   I   had   the 
honor  to    receive    from    Hon.  Mr.  Muzzey,  whom  I 
believe  to  be  an  able  lawyer,  this   compliment.    He 
said,  "Mr.  Shaw,  I  am  opposed  to  you,  as  I  appear  in 
behalf  of  the  city  of  Cambridge;  but  you  have  made 
a  very  sound,  legal,  constitutional  argument."     Of 
course  my  friend  from  Ward  6  laughs;  let  him  laugh. 
What  was  the  result?    The  bill  was  reported  to   the 
House   of    Representatives,  where   it   passed   with 
only  a  feeble  protest  from  some  of   the   city  mem- 
bers.   But   when   it   reached   the   Senate,  some   of 
the   legal   gentlemen    there  began  to  look  into   it. 
They  found   the   same  difliculty  that  I  had  found. 
They  called  the  attention  of  Hon.  Charles  R.  Train, 
Attorney-General     of       the     Commonwealth,      to 
it     and     aslied      him     if      that      bill       could  n't 
be   amended.      What    was     his    reply?     It    was, 
"No,  gentlemen,  you   can't   amend   an   unconstitu- 
tional law,"  and  the  bill  went  to  the  dogs.    So  much 
for  that.    Now,  sir,  I  ask  why  in   the   name  of  com- 
mon sense,  justice  and  decency,  why  this  honorable 
chairman  of  this  committee  should  not  have  reported 
the  facts  in  this  case  instead  of  saying  "member  of 
the  lower  branch"?    I  admit  I  am  a  "member  of  the 
lower  branch:"  I  am   not   a  member  of  ths  "higher 
branch,"  and  never  expect  to  be,  and  don't  expect  to 
be  a  member  of  the  "lower  branch"  after  this  year. 
Again,  why  could   n't   the   facts    have    been  stated 
without    a    slur   upon    that    humble  member  of  the 
"lower  branch"?    I  am  very  much   surprised  at  the 
statements  of  this  document.    On  the  first  page  of  the 
report  that  the  gentleman  signs  it  says  "at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  committee  a  vote  was  passed  author- 
izing the  chairman,"  etc.— "the  chairman,"  etc.    I 
find  "chairman"  down  three  or  four  times  on  that 
page,  and  I  go  on,  and  pages  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  12, 
I  find,  with  scarcely  a  reference  to  the  committee, 
that  the  "chairman"  quotes  himself  nineteen  times. 
Well,  sir,  I  suppose  that  is  a  matter  of  taste,  but  this 
is  very  bad  taste,  in  my  judgment.    I  have  thought, 
when  I  see  reports  come  in  here  from  the  committees 
of  the  City  Government,  that  they  came  with  the 
sanction  of  the  members  of  the  committees.    I  have 
taken  it  for  granted  that  that  was  the  case  with  this 
one,    but   when    I   asked   members   of    this   com- 
mittee  if    they    are    responsible    for    this  report, 
they  say  they  are  not.    I  don't  intend  to  criticise 
any  one,  but  I  do  say  that  when  a  chairman  under- 
takes to  make  a  report  it  should  bo  taken  before  the 
committee  to  receive  their  sanction  before  it  is   sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council.     It  looks  to  me  like  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  who  signs  this 
document  to  blow  his  own  bugle.     That  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rules  of  etiquette,  and  especially 
when  I  find  misstatements  in  the  document.    I    wish 
therefore  that  this  matter  may  go  before  the  com- 
mittee, as  my  honorable  friend  has  proposed,  and  that 
it  shall  be  investigated  and  criticised  and  a  proper  re- 


port giving  these  facts  shall  be  made,  so  that  the  City 
Council  shall  understand  what  have  been  the  doings 
of  their  committee  before  the  Legislature,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  v^e  shall  soon  have  a  new 
Legislature  coming  into  the  State  House,  and  that  new 
propositions  have  been  made  to  be  reported  to  the 
Legislature.  It  seems  to  me  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
any  future  committee  to  keep  a  proper  record  of 
their  measures  as  they  bring  them  before  the  Legis- 
lature, so  that  this  Council  shall  know  what  actloi 
they  take.  Now.  sir,  I  forgot  to  state  one  considera- 
ble objection,  and  an  important  one,  in  my  mind,  in 
regard  to  the  passage  of  this  order,  which  is  this:  It 
was  stated  in  the  House,  when  I  was  a  mem- 
ber, in  1872,  what  would  be  the  probable  ex- 
pense to  the  city  of  this  Commission  on  Wa- 
ter Supply  and  Drainage.  It  was  to  consist  of 
three  civil  engineers — somewhat  expensive  gentle- 
men. My  proposition  was  that  if  the  city 
of  Boston  needed  any  survey,  she  could  do 
it  with  her  own  material  and  her  own  men, 
and  she  needed  no  commission  appointed  by  the 
State  to  attend  to  her  business  while  she  had 
a  competent  Civil  Entineer,  a  Surveyor  and  and  a  Su- 
perintendent of  Sewers  and  Drains;  that  it  was  not 
for  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  go  into  an  expenditur  j  which  at  the  lowestjes- 
timate  was  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  and 
that  nine-tenths  of  this  expense  would  come  upon 
her.  The  city  of  Boston  is  capable  of  doing  her  own 
surveying.  If  that  is  n't  a  financial  reason,  I  don't 
know  what  financial  reasons  are.  The  ground  which 
I  took  was  that  the  Legislature  could  not  assess  the 
city  of  Boston  for  any  such  purpose,  and  if  it  did 
there  was  no  power  in  the  land  that  could  collect 
such  an  assessment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  don*l  desire  to  discuss 
the  sagacity  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  on  con- 
stitutional questions.  It  is  generally  understood  that 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  matters  is  a  one-man 
committee,  and  always  has  been  since  it  has  existed. 
1  think  that  two  years  ago,  when  the  late  Mayor  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters, 
he  was  the  only  member  of  the  committee  who  ap- 
peared before  the  Legislature.  I  believe  it  was  cus- 
tomary for  the  City  Solicitor  to  act  with  the  chairman. 
Last  year  it  was  found  most  convenient  for  the 
chairman  of  the  committee.  I  asked  a  member  of 
the  committee  at  that  time  if  he  had  much  to  do, 
and  he  said  no,  all  he  had  done  during  the  year  was 
to  go  over  to  Young's  once.  This  year  it  was  sug- 
gested and  agreed  that  inasmuch  as  the  committee 
often  took  action  on  matters  in  which  '  both  branches 
were  interested,  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council  should  act  also.  It  was 
not  convenient  for  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Council  to  act,  and  the  duty  devolved 
upon  me.  I  did  n't  attend  very  frequently;  the  chair- 
man did  attend  to  his  duties  very  faithfully.  I 
attended  one  hearing,  at  which  I  saw  the  gentleman, 
as  he  states.  He  has  impugned  the  courtesy  of  the 
chairman.  I  cannot  say  whether  the  statement  on 
page  9  is  correct  or  not,  but  as  to  the  statement  on 
page  11, 1  can  say  that  the  remark  is  strictly  true 
in  every  particular.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
did  appear  before  the  committee  in  question  After 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Af- 
fairs had  appeared  for  the  city,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  got  up  and  opposed  the  proposition  in  hand. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  before  which  the 
hearing  was  in  progress,  Senator  Learnard  of  Pitts- 
field,  told  him  he  could  not  be  heard  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  city.  The  gentleman  said  he  claimed  to 
be  a  representative  of  the  Common  Council  of  Bos- 
ton— 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— No,  sir. 
Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— As  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  then.  The  chairman  said,  "The  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  represented  by  an  Alderman,  you  cannot  be 
heard  as  a  representative  of  the  city."  This  is  the 
statement  which,  I  say,  is  correct.  Of  course,  the 
gentleman  has  his  own  opinion  as  to  that,  but  I  think 
that  when  a  statement  is  denied,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
state  that  it  is  correct.  In  regard  to  the  other  mat- 
ter, I  think  the  chairman  was  authorized  to  make 
the  report,  but  of  course,  if  the  gentleman  desires  to 
have  the  report  go  to  the  committee  again,  I  shall  not 
object.  I  believe  the  report  is  perfectly  accu- 
rate, and  when  the  charge  of  egotism  is  made 
against  the  chairman,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  he  was  the  only  member  of  the 
committee  who  did  the  work,  and  I  don't  see  why 
he  should  not  say  so.  He  was  authorized  by  the  com- 
mittee to  make  the  report,  and  having  done  so  he  is 
now  charged  with  blowing  his  own  trumpet.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  had  nothing  to  do  with 
having  this  report  come  in.  The  truth  may  as  well 
be  told:  the  order  was  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  3,  and  might  have  been  written  by  some  one 
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outside  of  the  City  Council,  perhaps  a  member  of 
last  year's  Council;  I  clon"t  know.  When  the  matter 
came  up  in  the  committee,  Alderman  Quincy  stated 
that  he  had  not  preserved  the  records  of  his 
appearances  before  the  legislative  commit- 
tees, because  the  committee  had  never  before 
been  required  to  report  in  print,  and  he  would  have 
to  hunt  it  up.  Then  it  was  suggested  that  he  see 
what  sort  of  a  report  he  could  get  up,  and,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  present  it.  I  wish  to  defend  the  gentle- 
man from  the  charge  of  inaccuracy. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  will  correct  that  statement. 
When  the  gentleman  was  present  at  that  one  time. 
Senator  Learnard  was  in  the  chair.  The  statement  I 
made  was  that  I  appeared  as  a  citizen  of  Boston  and 
not  as  a  member  of  the  City  Government.  Senator 
Learnard  then  said, "Mr.  Shaw,|are  you  in  favor  or  op- 
posed to  the  proposition?"  I  replied,  "I  do  not  desire 
to  state  whether  I  am  in  favor  or  opposed  now.  Sena- 
tor Learnard  was  called  away  by  sickness  in  his  family 
and  did  not  appear  again  during  the  whole  session. 
A  gentleman  from  Cambridge  took  the  chair  and  no- 
tified me  of  a  hearing  they  were  to  have,  and  invited 
me  to  appear  before  them,  and  I  did  make  the  state- 
ment which  I  have  made  here,  in  the  presence  of  the 
legal  talent  there  assembled.  They  did  hear  me  and 
seemed  to  listen  with  some  attention  to  the  points 
which  I  made.  That  is  the  whole  history  of  the  case. 
The  gentleman  was  present  only  once,  and  that  was 
the  time  when  I  said  I  would  not  state  on  which  side 
I  appeared,  but  would  state  my  points  at  a  future 
hearing,  and  when  I  was  called  at  a  future  hearing,  I 
stated  that  I  had  come  to  do  so,  and  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  the  bill;  and  I  am  exceedingly  gratified 
at  my  success  in  saving  so  large  an  amount  of  money 
to  the  city  of  Bostov. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — T  don't  see  tliat  we  disa- 
grteatall.  My  statement  was  that  the  chairman's 
Ktatement  is  correct,  and  that  he  had  a  right,  under 
the  joint  rule,  to  appear  before  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  city.  I  remember  the  time 
that  the  gentleman  alludes  to.  They  intended  to 
hear  all  those  in  favor  first  and  the  remonstrants  af- 
terward. The  point  is  that  he  was  n't  properly 
recognized  as  a  representative  of  the  city,  and  did  n't 
appear  authorized  by  the  city. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Nothing  of  course  is  more 
unpleasant  than  to  spend  time  in  personal  matters. 
Certainly  if  this  report  were  the  only  thing  that  had 
come  to  my  attention— if  there  had  been  nothing 
more  than  a  proper  disregard  of  the  du- 
ties of  committees  — I  should  let  the  mattev 
pass  without  saying  a  word.  Now  with  re- 
gard to  the  most  of  what  is  contained  in  this  report, 
1  don't  know  as  much  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  or  Ward  6.  I  noticed  in  the  paragraph  at  the  top 
of  the  fourth  page  what  seems  to  me  to  be  an  im- 
portant error,  and  that  is  in  relation  to  appearing  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Public  Charitable  Institutions 
in  regard  to  the  support  of  lunatics  and  the  carry 
ing  of  that  committee  to  the  lunatic  asylum  and  end- 
ing in  the  location  of  a  new  lunatic  hospital.  Cer- 
tainly the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  and  myself  acted 
throughout  the  entire  matter,  both  in  the  hearings 
before  the  committee  and  in  going  to  South  Boston 
with  the  legislative  committee,  and  we  had  the  able 
assistance  there  and  at  the  Legislature,  of  my  col- 
league from  Ward  12,  Mr.  Loring.  We  both 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  this;  the  whole  committee 
acted,  and  a  majority  did  act,  and  yet  the  re- 
port says,  "The  committee,  by  their  chairman,  ap- 
jDroved  and  advocated,"  etc.,  and  "besides  taking 
the  committee,"  etc.  Now  that  is  a  matter  in  which 
the  whole  committee  took  u  deep  interest,  myself  par- 
ticularly, and  in  whvch  we  were  aided  by  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Loring.  The  other  thing  which  I  speak  of  is  of 
as  much  importance  as  anything  else,  and  I  may  say 
I  feel  as  guilty  as  any  one  else.  The  renort  says, 
"At  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  a  vote  was 
passed  authorizing  the  chairman  and  Councilman 
Perkins  to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  committee  before 
any  and  all  legislative  committees  in  support  of  the 
interests  of  the  city,  according  to  the  authority  con- 
ferred by  the  joint  rule  of  the  City  Council." 

Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  that  had  been  practised 
up  to  this  year.  Being  a  few  minutes  late  at  the 
committee  meeting  on  my  arrival,  I  was  informed 
of  the  passage  of  the  vote.  I  didn't  under- 
take to  make  any  motion  to  reconsider, 
but  I  did  make  such  observations  m  regard  to  it, 
which  ended  in  the  understanding  and  was  distinctly 
talked  of,  that  the  chairman  should  appear  in 
regard  to  the  multitude  of  matters  that  were  talked 
of,  that  did  n't  involve  the  passing  of  our  judgment 
upon— for  instance,  the  form  of  bills,  the  looking 
over  bills,  in  order  to  see  that  the  city's  interests  were 
not  in  jeopardy.  But  it  was  n't  so  understood  in  re- 
gard to  important  matters,  and  I  don't  mean  to  say 
It  is  n't  formally  so,  for,  if  yon   get  the   record,  yon 


will  find  it  BO  stated.  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  tiie 
chairman  lias  stated  what  is  untrue,  or  neglected  to 
give  anybody  else  credit  for  action;  he  has  done 
so  mucli  himself  that  in  writing  the  report 
he  would  naturally  say  so.  The  thing  I  do 
object  to  is  that  everything  Was  "delegated." 
Now  I  don't  believe  that  we  as  a  legislative  commit- 
tee have  the  right  to  delegate  to  the  chairman  all  of 
those  powers.  There  are  a  great  many  that  we  could 
delegate  with  safety,  and  all  of  those  were  talked 
over.  Now  I  suppose  that  if  the  idea  had  occurred 
to  him  he  would  n't  have  done  it.  I  don't  mean  to 
say  that  the  chairman  would  n't  feel  that  he  was  au- 
thorized by  the  vote  of  the  committee  to  make  this 
ieport.  The  motion  was  that  he  should  prepare  the 
report.  It  was  n't  my  idea  from  the  very  character 
of  the  business  that  was  to  enter  into  it. 
I  should  suppose  that  from  the  character  of 
the  business,  if  it  was  to  be  sanctioned  by 
the  committee  it  should  be  referred  to  them. 
I  do  not  undertake  to  say  for  a  moment  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  done  more  than  he 
thought  the  vote  of  the  committee  authorized  him  to 
do,  but  it  is  a  bad  practice,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
growing,  for  the  chairmen  of  the  committees  to  take 
everything  into  their  own  hands  without  sufficient 
regard  to  the  other  members  of  the  committees.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  rules  of  this  City  Council  ma- 
terially altered.  A  matter  may  be  originated  in  this 
branch  and  may  here  have  its  most  earnest  support- 
ers, and  yet  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  signs  and  presents  the 
report.  Now  the  better  way  is  to  make  all  the  mem- 
bers of  a  committee  make  reports.  The  chairman 
of  a  legislative  committee,  when  there  are  half-a- 
dozen  reports  to  make,  would  scatter  them  among 
the  members  of  the  committee,  and  a  chairman  who 
would  not  do  so]  would  be  considered  derelict  in  his 
duty,  and  would  have  the  matter  taken  out  of  his 
hands  by  vote  of  the  committee.  Now,  here  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  is  left  to  prepare  reports,  the 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
presents  them,  and  the  other  members  do  not  com- 
pletely understand  matters  before  them.  Very  many 
times,  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  asked 
for  an  explanation,  no  member  of  the  committee 
could  make  a  response.  If  this  practice  of  joint 
commil  tees  is  to  be  kept  up,  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
separating  those  committees,  having,  for  instance,  a 
Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  or  any  other  committee,  so  that  when 
matters  come  here  they  may  be  investigated  by  our 
own  committeee.  In  the  Legislature,  it  is  very  con- 
venient to  have  joint  committees.  Great  expense 
and  trouble  may  thus  be  saved,  but  they  have  a 
Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House  and  of  the  Senate. 
This  system,  it  seems  to  me,  has  been  pushed  too 
far.  I  hope  that  this  report  will  be  recommitted  to 
the  commitlee,  though  it  is  of  less  importance  now 
that  this  discussion  has  taken  place. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  made  some  very  important  sug- 
gestions, particularly  in  regard  to  the  leaving  of  re- 
ports in  the  hands  of  the  chaiimen  of  committees, 
the  other  members  never  knowing  anything  of  them 
until  they  come  into  their  hands.  The  gentleman  so 
abused  this  evening  has  labored  zealously  this  year. 
He  has  written  his  own  reports  and  gone  out  of  the 
usual  ruts,  and  you  will  find  an  individuality  in  them. 
I  hope  the  gentlemen  who  come  here  next  year  will 
imitate  his  example  in  this  respect.  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman will  admit  that  the  committee  authorized  the 
chairman  to  make  the  report.  When  I  understand  that 
a  chairman  is  to  make  a  report  it  is  that  he  shall 
present  it.  The  gentleman  has  done  me  the  honor 
to  state  with  his  usual— I  don't  recollect  his  words, 
though  it  was  complimentary.  He  now  admits  that 
my  statement  was  certainly  correct  in  regard  to  that 
vote  in  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  but  he 
states  that  there  was  some  conversation  afterwards. 
Now,  we  will  all  be  justified  after  eleven  months  in 
taking  the  record  of  the  committee  rather  than  any 
desultory  conversation.  I  think  the  committee 
records  Will  show  that  Alderman  Quincy  is  perfectly 
correct. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  don't  wish  to  be  misun- 
derstood; it  was  not  a  desultory  conversation.  Ar- 
riving in  the  committee  room  late,  I  understand  that 
a  certain  vote  has  been  passed,  what  should  I  do? 
Shall  I  move  to  reconsider?  I  suppose  not.  The 
question  is,  what  is  meant  by  that  vote?  It  is  that 
upon  every  matter  arising  on  which  men  may  differ, 
you  are  to  consult  the  rest  of  the  committee,  and  it 
was  distinctly  understood  that  that  was  to  be  the 
case. 

The  question  on  recommitting  was  then  put,  and 
tlie  motion  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    9,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Al- 
derman Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECIJTIVE    APPOINTMENTS   OONEIRMED. 

Special  Police— J.  Theodore  Gurney,  Taber  street 
and  its  vicinity;  Frederick  C.  Gohrlng, Baptist  BeiUel 
Church. 

ORDERS   OP  NOTICE. 

The  hearings  on  the  orders  of  notice  of  intended 
removal  of  an  elm  tree  from  the  roadway  of  St.  James 
street  and  nine  elm  trees  from  the  roadway  of  Ne- 
ponset  avenue,  were  postponed  to  Monday  next,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Power,  and  specially  assigned 
for  consideration  then. 

The  order  of  notice  for  intended  removal  of  fonr 
elm  trees  from  the  roadway  of  Park  street,  Ward  16, 
vyas  considered. 

Alderman  Power — Gentlemen  who  are  residents  of 
Ward  16  expected  to  be  present  at  this  hear- 
ing have  been  unable  to  attend,  and  they  have  also 
requested  me  to  move  that  this  order  be  specially 
assigned  for  Monday  next. 

Alderman  Clark— There  are  four  or  five  parties 
here  present,  and  unless  the}'  ask  for  a  postponement 
I  shall  move  that  they  be  heard. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  it  was  voted  to  give 
the  petitioners  a  hearing. 

Mr.  John  C.  Lindsley  said  the  trees  had  been  in 
the  street  thirty-five  years  to  his  knowledge;  they 
are  pretty  trees  and  no  accident  has  ever  occurred 
from  them.  Every  citizen  in  the  vicinity  objects  to 
their  being  removed. 

,  Alderman  Stebbins— How  far  are  they  from  the 
sidewalk? 

Mr.  Lindsley — They  are  near  the  centre  of  the 
street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  suppose  that  you  know  the 
city  is  liable  in  case  of  accident. 

Mr.  Lindsley — They  stand  in  the  centre  of  the 
street  and  there  is  ample  roadway  on  each  side. 

Alderman  Stebbins — How  wide  is  the  roadway? 

Mr.  Lindsley— Thirty-five  feet. 

Alderman  Power— Have  the  trees  ever  been  the 
cause  of  any  accident,  to  your  knowledge  ? 

Mr.  Lindsley — No,  sir. 

Mr.  Henry  Reed — In  making  this  remonstrance 
against  the  removal  of  these  trees  I  have  been  reluc- 
tant to  say  anything,  as  thev  are  directly  opposite  my 
house  and  it  might  appear  tlaat  I  was  more  interested 
than  anybody  else.  I  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain 
the  wishes  of  the  people  in  that  square  and  find  that 
they  wish  those  trees  to  remain  there.  There  is 
room  for  two  carriages  to  pass  on  the  left  side  and 
room  for  one  on  the  other.  There  seems  to  be  no 
reason  for  any  accident  to  occur.  This  complaint 
comes  from  the  captain  of  the  police  station,  who  has 
passed  in  this  paper  to  Mr.  Harris,  who  is  opposed  to 
having  the  trees  removed, and  gave  me  authority  to  say 
that  he  did  n't  think  their  removal  necessary.  The  trees 
are  an  ornament,  and  if  taken  away  from  the  square 
all  its  beauty  as  a  place  of  residence  is  gone.  I  don't 
offer  the  remonstrance  simply  because  they  are  in 
front  of  my  residence.  There  is  an  ample  driveway 
and  no  reason  for  any  accident  to  occur. 

Mr.  Whall— I  heard  that  the  trees  were  to  be  cut 
down,  or  that  there  was  a  petition  to  that  effect.  I 
have  been  a  resident  of  Dorchester  thirty-five  years, 
and  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  come  and  remonstrate 
against  it.  There  is  no  reason  for  it.  There  is  suf- 
ficient room  on  both  sides  for  any  team  to  drive 
through.  It  is  a  pity  and  a  shame  to  have  those  trees 
removed.  They  are  the  beauty  of  the  square.  If 
there  was  any  necessity  for  having  them  removed  I 
should  say,  "Amen,  take  them  down ;"  and  if  it  is 
necessary  I  can  get  witnesses;  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood of  Harrison  Square  would  come  up  and  remon- 
strate against  it.  I  can't  see  why  the  Captain  of  Po- 
lice should  present;  this  petition  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  petition  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  orders  of  notice  tor  a  hearing  on  the  proposed 
removal  of  one  tree  on  the  northeast  side  of  Mercer 
street,  thirty-five  feet  south  from  Dorchester  street, 
bem^  under  consideration.  Alderman  Gibson  moved 
that  It  be  specially  assigned  for  Monday  next. 

Alderman  Power— I  believe  that  if  those  trees  are 
to  be  cut  down  generally,  it  would  be  better  to  re- 
commit the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 


Alderman  Gibson- 1  have  no  objection  to  that.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  parties  ought  to  be  heard. 

The  Chairman— All  the  parties  in  interest  have  had 
notice  of  the  hearing  served  on  them. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  carried. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Steam  Engines.  Curley  &  Len- 
non,  to  set  up  and  use  a  small  smelting  furnace  at  4 
Province  court. 

To  the  Committee  an  Licen^ses.  W.  R.  Mitchell  for 
an  auctioneer's  license  at  148  Hanover  street. 

2'o  tlie  Committee  on  Paving.  A.  M.  Boole,  to  be 
paid  for  grade  damages  at  137  Prescott  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Samuel  Macintire,  for 
delay  in  enforcing  payment  of  assessments  of  cost 
of  sewer  in  Brook  avenue. 

Jacob  Symonds,  for  abatement  of  sewer  tax  on 
Beacon  street. 

Richard  Justice,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  Notice  of 
proposed  petition  of  the  city  of  Somerville  for  an- 
nexation to  Boston.    •• 

To  the  Cmnmittee  an  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  'Hoard. 
A.  P.  Neale  and  several  hundred  others,  against  the 
stable  of  Brigham's  heirs  on  Washington  street. 

D.  W.  Lewis,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Station  street. 

H.  Giblin,  to  erect  brick  stable  for  one  horse  on 
C  street,  near  Sixth  street. 

G.  O.  Hovey,  against  additional  stalls  in  stable  of 
H.  J.  G.  Denney  on  Otter  street. 

William  Dall  and  others,  and  Barnes  &  Buck  and 
others,  in  favor  of  the  erection  of  stable  on  land  of 
William  Brigham's  heirs. 

SEWER    ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  of  assessments  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  were  submitted  as  follows  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers:  Moreland  street— total, 
$524  18;  to  individuals,  $39314.  Shawmut  avenue, 
between  Washington  and  Circuit  streets — total, 
$13,825  16;  to  individuals,  $4608  38,  Sixth  street,  be- 
tween O  and  P  streets— total,  $737  80;  to  individu- 
als, $553  35.  Westminster  street— total,  $156  88;  to 
individuals,  $78  44.  Alpine  street  (to  Circuit)— total, 
$2405  89.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  of  sidewalk  assessments  were  submitted 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  as  follows:  Pleas- 
ant street,  $2728  05;  Commercial  street  (Ward  16), 
$1315  20;  Broadwav,  $3071  77;  Columbus  avenue, 
$557  68;  Chandler  street,  $572  69;  Woodbine  street, 
$1659  .38;  Stoughton  street,  $5360  77;  Norfolk  street, 
$211  56.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

constables'  bonds. 

The  bonds  of  George  M.  Felch  and  Phineas  Bates, 
constables,  being  duly  certified  by  the  treasurer,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

REQUESTS   FROM   THE   SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Committee 
for  such  changes  in  the  Girls'  High  Schoolhouse  as 
will  enable  the  pupils  to  study  photography;  that  the 
yards  of  the  Vernon-street  Schoolhouse  be  paved ; 
and  for  additional  primary-school  accommodations 
in  the  Sherwin  District.  Severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

auditor's  exhibit. 
The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  November  was 
submitted  in  print  (City  Document  No.  132),  and  sent 
down.    Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  month: 

Appropriations, 
Kevenues,  etc.    Expended.       Unexpencled. 

General $11,054,042  12        $6,455,887  49        $4,598,154  63 

Special 9,297,060  86  4,835,10189  4,461,958  97 

$20,351,102  98       $11,290,989  38         $9,060,113  60 
THE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$11,6.50  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Public  Library 
and  its  branches  to  the  close  of  the  city  financial 
year.  The  estimates  submitted  are — Binding,  $1800; 
books,  $36.50;  catalogue,  $1000;  fuel,  $500;  furniture, 
$250;  gas,  $250;  printing  and  stationery,  $2100;  sala- 
ries, $1000;  transportation,  $800. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

THE   public  park   QUESTION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Alpheus  Hardy,  Ho- 
ratio Harris,  and  130  others,  asking  that  further  ac- 
tion on  the  proposed  public  park  be  postponed.  Read 
and  sent  down. 
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THE  DORCHESTER  MURDER. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Mr.  Chairman,  before  pro- 
roeding  to  the  regular  business  of  the  evening,  I  de- 
sire to  offer  an  order  relating  to  the  mysterious  mur- 
der committed  in  the  Dorchester  District  on  Friday 
evening  last.  The  facts  in  the  case  are  these:  Bridget 
Landergin,  a  faithful  woman  living  for  many  years 
in  the  family  of  Mr.  Shelton  Barry  on  Bellevue 
street,  while  returning  at  about  ten  o'clock,  from  a 
visit  made  to  some  friends  in  the  Highland  District, 
and,  when  near  Upham's  Corner,  was  brutally  mui'- 
dered,  her  skull  being  fractured  in  many  places,  and 
her  head  and  face  bruised  beyond  recognition.  The 
woman  was  evidently  unaccompanied  np  to  the  time 
of  the  murder,  relying,  perhaps,  for  protection  upon 
the  good  order  which  prevails  in  the  community. 
The  police  authorities  have  made  diligent  in- 
vestigations, but,  thus  far,  have  been  unsuccessful 
m  their  efforts  to  secure  the  murderer.  It  has 
been  thought  desirable  by  many  members  of 
the  City  Council  that  the  Mayor  should  be 
authorized  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  detfc- 
tion  of  the  criminal,  and,^  if  possible,  remove 
this  from  the  list — already  too  large — of  mysterious 
murders  committed  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity.  Mr.  . 
Chairman,  the  frequency,  during  the  past  few  years, 
of  crime  committed  against  persons  and  property  in 
this  part  of  the  State  should  engage  not  only  the  ear- 
nest attention  of  the  police  authorities,  hiit  also  of 
every  thoughtful  nerson  interested  in  the  detection 
and  prevention  of  the  violation  of  laws  made  for  the 
protection  of  society.  If  the  sum  named  in  the  order 
is  not  sufficiently  large  to  secure  the  apprehension  of 
the  assassin,  then  let  us  double  the  amount,  and  se- 
cure at  least  one  of  the  murderous  villians  who  in- 
fest this  city.  We  cannot  restore  the  life  of  Bridget 
Landergin — a  poor  woman,  little  known  and  with  few 
friends— but  the  city  of  Boston,  with  its  wealth  and 
strong  arm  of  power,  can  use  every  endeavor  to  se- 
cure the  punishment  of  the  criminal  who  took  from 
this  woman  her  life,  which  was  as  dear  to  her  and 
her  few  friends  as  are  the  lives  of  those  who  are  held 
in  remembrance  by  the  members  of  this  board.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  offer  the  following  order,  and  ask  that  it 
may  take  its  several  readings,  this  evening: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  offer  and 
pay  a  reward  of  $1000  for  the  detection  and  appre- 
hension of  the  person  who  murdered  Bridget  Lan- 
dergin, in  the  Sixteenth  Ward  of  this  city,  on  the 
.oth  instant;  said  sum,  if  paiia,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Power— Mr.  Chairman,  I  suppose  it  is 
hardly  necessary  for  any  gentleman  in  this  Board  to 
say  anything  on  such  a  subject.  It  seems  to  me 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  regards  what  our 
duty  in  the  premises  should  be,  to  show  to  the  public 
our  feelings,  and  let  it  be  known  that  we  are  deter- 
mined that  we  will  do  owr  utmost  to  bring  these  vil- 
lains to  justice.    I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordinance  to  prevent  false  alarms  of  fire,  or  tam- 
pering with  fire-alarm  boxes  or  wires.    Passed. 

Orders  to  collect  assessments  for  sewers  in  War- 
ren street,  and  in  Chapman  and  Appleton  streets. 
Passed. 

Order  for  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  of  $12,000 
to  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.  Passed.— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $175,000,  to  be  added  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Water  Works.  Passed— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

The  order  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $100 
be  made  to  cover  the  expense  of  watering  streets 
around  public  grounds  came  up  amended  by  the  in- 
sertion of  $225,  for  $100.    The  Board  concurred. 

PAPERS   PROM   THE    COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence.  The  fol- 
lowing papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Report  from  Commiltee  on  Public  Buildings  refer- 
ring to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  the 
proposition  to  introduce  '"Meigs's  Physiological 
School  Desk  and  Seal"  into  the  public  schools.  The 
Board  concurred. 

Request  from  citizens  of  the  town  of  Winthrop, 
asking  to  be  heard  on  the  proposal  to  set  off  said 
town  to  Middlesex  County.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Legislative  Affairs. 

The  orders  authorizing  the  rebuilding  of  the  draw 
and  foundations  of  Broadway  Bridge,  over  Fort 
Point  Channel,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $114,000.  and 
for  a  loan  therefor,  came  up  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Power — This  is  something  unusual,  al- 
though it  is  tae  same  course  that  seems  to  have  been 
adopted  by  the  Council  on  the  order  for  building  the 
Dartmouth  street  Bridge.     Of   course  I  cannot  just 


understand  why  the  Council  has  adopted  tliis  course. 
However  if  they  don't  propose  to  delay  acti(m  on 
the  matter,  it  is  all  right.  I  can't  see  any  difference 
whether  the  Committee  on  Paviiig  or  the  Committee 
on  Streets  build  this  bridge.  The  reason  why  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  put  this  matter  in  at  this 
time  was  that  there  can't  be  any  question  that  there 
will  be  a  great  saving  if  it  is  attenoed  to  and  the 
contract  is  made  immediately.  All  I  have  to  say  is, 
that  if  the  Committee  on  Streets  give  their  imme- 
diate attention  te  this  matter,  they  will  save  the  city 
a  great  deal  of  money. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  reference. 

Report  requesting  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
to  report  on  the  15th  instant,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  grand  jury  on  subject  of  religious  ser- 
vices in  public  institutions. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  can't  conceive,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  object  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions in  referring  this  matter  to  the  Directors  of  Pub- 
lic Institutions.  There  are  certain  rules  by  which 
those  directors  are  governed.  If  they  saw  any 
necessity  for  a  change  they  would  come  to  this  Coun- 
cil and  ask  for  it.  But  there  is  no  need  of  such  a 
change,  and  if  there  is  the  directors  have  no  power 
to  make  it.    I  hope  the  report  will  be  laid  over. 

Alderman  Power— The  matter  was  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed in  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  and 
when  it  was  being  looked  into  I  stated  that  I  believed 
this  was  only  a  waste  of  time,  that  it  wouldn't 
amount  to  anything  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  direct- 
ors, but  the  majority  of  the  committee  seemed  to 
think  that  before  they  would  order  or  recommend 
any  change  they  wanted  an  opinion  in  official  form 
from  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  That  is 
the  reason  why  they  have  referred  this  matter  to  the 
directors,  and  requested  them  to  report  their  reasons 
why  a  change  should  not  be  made,  so  that  the  com- 
mittee might  act  more  intelligently  after  receiving 
that  report.  I  think  it  is  n't  best  to  lay  this  report 
on  the  table,  even  though  it  should  go  to  the  direct- 
ors, and  nothing  more  be  said  about  it.  I  believe  it 
is  better  to  let  the  matter  take  the  course  recom- 
mended and  concur  with  the  Council  in  letting  the 
directors  send  in  their  reason  why  they  have  not 
granted  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  which  was  the 
cause  of  the  matter  ever  coming  to  this  Board. 
There  has  been  a  petition  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  a  change;  they  either  have  not  taken  any  acti(m 
or  refused  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
Therefore,  the  Grand  Jury  have  taken  up  this  matter 
and  recommended  it,  and  before  the  committee  act 
on  it  they  want  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  direct(  rs. 

Alderman  Hulbert — From  the  discussions  before 
the  committee  I  thinK  it  very  proper  that  this  in- 
quiry should  be  made  of  the  Directors  of  Public  In 
stitutions. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  am  not  particular  about  this 
matter,  but  I  can't  see  what  light  is  to  be  gained. 
Here  is  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  and 
they  have  certain  work  to  do.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  part  of  their  work.  If  there  is  any  evil  to  be 
remedied,  it  is  for  this  Government  to  say  so.  The 
Board  of  Directors  don't  ask  for  any  change.  They 
can  put'  into  those  institutions  any  religions 
teacher  they  please.  The  gentleman  says  this 
comes  from  certain  parties  whose  petitions  have 
not  been  granted.  He  says  no  action  has  been 
taken  on  the  petition.  Now,  if  he  knows  anything 
about  it,  he  must  know  that  there  has  been  action, 
because,  if  there  is  any  change  desired  it  is  this  City 
Government  who  will  make  It;  and  if  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  this  Common  Council  desire  to  force 
it  upon  the  directors,  of  course  this  Board  will  have 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Council.  We  have 
already  certain  rules,  and  if  the  Board  of  Directors 
desire  any  change  they  will  come  here  and  ask  for  it. 
I  can't  see  what  object  will  be  gained  by  this  refer- 
ence. If  there  is  any  change  to  be  made,  here  is  the 
place  to  make  it. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  tells  the  story. 
As  I  say.  certain  parties  have  asked  for  a  change 
v;hich  the  Board  of  Directors  have  the  power  to 
make  or  ask  for,  but  they  don't  see  fit  to  makfe  or  ask 
for  it.  The  parties  then  looked  elsewhere  for  a 
change.  Now  this  Government  would  simply  like  to 
know  what  their  reasons  are  for  not  making  the 
change.  We  want  to  know  officially.  I  know  pri- 
vately what  their  reasons  are,  but  other  members  do 
not.  We  want  to  know  officially  what  the  reasons 
are  before  taking  action.  It  is  to  save  the  appear- 
ance of  dictation  that  this  reference  is  made.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  committee  have  proceeded  willi 
the  utmost  courtesy  in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentleman  says  the  com- 
mittee don't  desire  to  dictate.  Now,  his  own  argu- 
ment contradicts  that.  The  inference  is  that  the 
committee  have  made  up  their  minds  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  change,  and  the  committee  don't  want 
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to  niiiUe  it.  Now,  as  to  the  directors  havine  refused 
lo  do  anything,  the  ijentleman  does  not  state  the 
tiling  as  it  is.  They  have  not  refilsed,  and  I  chal- 
lenge him  to  show  tliat  they  have.  Cenain  petitions 
have  come  there,  but  there  has  been  no  action  upon 
them.  He  says  they  are  refused.  That  is  not  so. 
The  committee  don  t  desire  to  make  a  change  there 
unless  they  obtain  the  reasons  of  the  directors  why 
tliey  s^iould  n't. 

Aideinian  Power — If  a  number  of  citizens  should 
come  to  this  Board  and  ask  us  to  grant  certain  things, 
and  if  a  gentleman  moves  to  lay  that  petition  on  the 
fable,  or  postpone  it,  and  such  action  is  taken,  it  is 
the  same  result  as  a  refusal  would  be.  That  has  been 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  several  years 
on  this  matter.  A  majority  of  the  people  in  those 
institutions,  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  mi.mbers  of  a 
certiin  denomination.  They  ask  to  have  the  piivi- 
lige  of  worshipping  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  con-cieuce.  This  has  been  refused,  be- 
cause they  can't  get  any  action  taken  upon  it.  The 
gent'emen  say  the  directors  have  taken  no  action. 
They  have  n't  emphatically  refused  to  grant  the  peti- 
tion, but  these  petitioners  are  getting  out  of  patience 
waiting  for  action,  and  they  have  taken  another 
course,  and  are  trying  to  accomplish  their  purpose. 
Now,  as  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  from 
any  a  tion  they  have  taken,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to 
say  what  their  ultimate  action  would  be  on  the  sr.b- 
ject.  Whether  they  will  vote  to  make  the  change  or 
not  I  can't  say.  A  majority  of  the  committee  simply 
said  they  wanted  to  get  an  intelligent  opinion  from 
the  directors  and  to  know  why  the  directors  have  n't 
taken  any  action.  And  I  say  they  could  n't  have 
talien  a  more  courteous  course. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  still  say  that  the  gentleman 
spoils  his  own  argument.  He  says  the  petitioners 
have  been  refused  action  by  the  directors.  Now. 
they  have  come  to  this  Government  and  why  should 
we  send  it  back  to  the  directors.  I  am  as  liberal  as 
anybody  can  be  in  religion;  I  go  to  church  as  little 
as  anybody.  Now,  there  are  a  great  many  things  in 
this  government  that  have  n't  been  acted  on.  Now 
the  committee  come  here  and  want  to  get  out  of 
the  responsibility  of  it.  I  move  that  the  report  be 
recommitted. 

Alderma  i  Hulbert— The  alderman  who  has  just 
spoken  don't  understand  the  position  of  this  thing. 
In  the  first  place  the  City  Council  has  no  control 
over  this  thing  at  all.  The  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  this  thing  have  done 
the  only  thing  that  they  could  do.  They  have,  after 
a  proper,  courteous  consideration  of  the  question, 
asked  from  the  proper  sources  which  control  this 
thing,  information  which  will  inform  the  City  Coun- 
cil what  is  the  practice,  what  has  been  petitioned  for, 
whether  granted  or  not,  and,  if  not  granted, why  not. 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  ascertain  just 
that,  and  the  Alderman  who  has  just  spoken  is  as- 
suming that  the  committee  have  thrown  this  respon- 
sibility upon  the  directors.  They  haven't  thought 
of  doing  so.  This  City  Council  can't  change  the  rules 
down  there,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  question  should 
not  be  up  here  for  discussion  today,  but  the  proceed- 
ure  of  the  committee  is  open  to  inquiry.  I  claim 
that  the  action  of  the  committee  is  appropriate;  it  is 
entirely  appropriate. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  think  I  do  understand  the 
ca«e,  and  I  do  think  the  gentleman  don't  understand 
his  business  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  when  he 
tells  us  he  can't  get  that  information.  He  can  get  it. 
Moreover,  he  says  he  can't  change  the  rules;  that  is 
true.  The  gent'emen  know  there  are  twelve  direc- 
tors, and  tney  can  get  the  information  if  ttiey  so  de- 
sire. They  can  summon  them  before  the  committee. 
Now,  sir,  I  move  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions. 

ilderman  Po^ver — I  hope  it  will  not  be  carried,  but 
that  we  will  concur  with  the  Common  Council.  P 
seems  to  me  that  all  the  gentleman  says  goes  to  prove 
that  if  anybody  ought  to  assume  the  responsibility 
of  this,  it  is  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  they 
have  the  power  to  make  the  change  if  they 
see  fit.  but  as  I  said  before  there  has  been  no  ac- 
tion. People  have  repeatedly  tried  to  get  some  ac- 
tion on  this  matter.  They  have  now  taken  the  prop- 
er course  to  get  it.  No  doubt  some  membera  of  ttie 
committee  have  got  the  reasons  of  the  directors,  but 
we  have  n't  eot  it  officially.  I  don't  know  why  those 
gentlemen  should  not  wish  to  give  their  reasons.  It 
is  an  important  matter  to  those  interested. 

Alderman  Sayward —I  am  one  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  Public  Institutions.  He  says  the  responsi- 
bility is  on  the  Board  of  Directors.  Well,  sir,  the 
Board  of  Directors  are  ready  to  act  either  before  or 
after  election.  This  matter  is  before  the  committee; 
it  is  their  work  and  ought  to  be  done  by  them.  I 
have  no  doubt  when  those  Directors    are  summoned 


before  the  committee,  they  will   be  ready  to  respond. 
The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost,  and    the    Board 
concurred  in  the  reference  of  the  report. 

THE   CITY  FINANCES. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $25,000,  that  the  reasons  given 
by  the  committee  for  this  request  are  the  large  ex- 
penditures for  new  buildings  for  the  Fire  Department 
and  for  more  protection  to  the  City  Hall  and  Public 
Library  Building  against  fire  which  were  not  provided 
for  in  the  annual  appropriation.  The  Finance  Com- 
mittee, while  admitting  the  necessity  of  the  expendi- 
ture made  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
would  embrace  the  opportunity  to  say  that  in  no 
case  should  a  committee  present  a  matter  to  the 
City  Council  involving  the  expending  of  money  not 
provided  for  in  the  appropriation  under  their  charge 
without  stating  that  fact;  so  as  to  enable  the  City 
Council  to  judge  more  clearly  whether  such  an  exi- 
gency exists  as  to  require  an  outlay  outside  of  the 
regular  appropriation.  Your  committee  also  desire 
to  impress  upon  the  heads  of  departments  and  the 
committees  under  whose  charge  the  appropriations 
are  disbursed  that  no  work  should  be  under 
taken  that  cannot  be  accomplished  within  the 
appropriation  granted  by  the  City  Council 
and  upon  which  the  financial  structure  of  the 
year  is  based.  It  is  fraught  with  evil  to  deviate  from 
this  sound  policy.  Only  urgent  public  necessity 
caused  by  accident  or  destruction  should  justify  such 
a  proceeding.  If  all  the  departments  should  pursue 
the  policy  of  exceeding  their  appropriations,  there 
would  be  no  alternative  left  but  to  borrow  money  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  city,  which  would 
be  highly  objectionable  and  not  to  be  considered  for 
a  moment.  The  committee,  in  view  of  the  facts  pre- 
sented by  ihe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  re- 
port the  accompanying  order. 

(Signed)  L.  R.  Cuttek, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfir  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  aopropriation  for  Public  Buildings  the 
Slim  of  $25,000. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Hulhert,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  grand  jury  for  Suffolk  County,  ''that  ac- 
fcommodation  for  tramps  or  casual  homeless  people 
be  provided  in  connection  with  the  police  stations, 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  quarters  assigned  to 
persons  arrested  for  crimes,"  submitted  a  report 
recommending  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Police. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  reference  or- 
dered. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  E. 
M.  Chamberlm  et  al.,  Charles  W.  Slack  «)!  a^.,  and 
Kev.  E.  E.  Hale  e.t  at.,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  Samuel  Roach,  Louis  Sommers  and  Marshall 
Lincoln,  to  keep  billiard  saloons;  Elliot,  Blakeslee 
&  Noyes,  for  auctioneer's  license;  Edward  Stanley, 
to  exhibit  panorama  of  Ireland,  at  Wait's  Hall,  De- 
cember 13  and  15;  E.  Brewster,  to  give  public  ball; 
Stephen  Hull,  to  exhibit  "World's  Curiosity";  A. 
Keyes  &  Co.,  «<  a^.,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses; 
Albert  Omond,  for  wagon  stand;  nine  minors,  for 
newsboy's  license;  John  Montaine,  for  transferor 
pawnbroker's  license  to  Maurice  M.  Isaacs  and  David 
Black;  Abram  French  &  Co.,  for  hack  stand;  John 
F.  Bowers  et  al.,  for  transfer  of  hack  licenses; 
Thomas  B.  Dtinan,  Crosby  &  Co.  and  Marcellus 
Humphrey,  for  victualler's  license.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

i>lderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  of 
John  Healey,  to  add  five  stalls  to  stable  (53  Liverpool 
street;  George  W.  Cavanagh,  E.W.  E.  Thompson  and 
Joseph  J.  McCarthy,  ;.to  occupy  ^wooden  stables. 
Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts 
be  authorized  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Edwin 
Wright  to  refer  to  disinterested  persons  the  claim 
made  against  the  city  by  said  Wright  on  account  of 
damages  alleged  to  have  been  caused  to  him  by  the 
termination  of  his  contract  for  arranging,  grouping, 
systematizing  and  indexing  the  papers  and  records 
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of  the  Suftblk  Registiy  of  Deeds,  dated  the  20th  day 
of  September,  A.  D.  1869. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  extending  the  time  within 
which  the  city  was  authorized  by  chapter  78  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1869  to  lay  out  a  public  street  or  way 
across  South  Bay. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  is  the  matter  of  extending 
Swett  street.  The  time  in  which  the  bridge  is  to  be 
built  expires  next  March.  It  is  very  necessary,  if  tbe 
bridge  is  to  be  built,  that  the  time  should  be  extend- 
ed, and  I  move  that  the  order  take  its  secimd  reading 
and  pass  tonight. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  were  referred  the  order  and  pe- 
tition for  the  location  of  a  steam  fire  engine  on  Al- 
bany street,  near  Dover  street,  presented  a  report 
recommending  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Sayward— On  October  27th  an  order  was 
parsed  to  this  effect,  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  on 
Albany  street,  between  Dover  and  Beach  streets,  and 
erect  thereon  a  steam  fire  engine,  etc.  Just  fol- 
lowing this  came  a  petitioa  from  several  taxpayers 
at  the  South  End  for  the  consideration  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  erecting  a  steam  fire  engine  on  Albany  street, 
near  Dover  street.  In  consequence  of  this  order  and 
this  petition  following  this  order,  the  committee 
thought  it  would  be  better,  after  making  some  in- 
quiries in  reference  to  the  locality  for  a  steam  fire 
engine,  thought  that  tbe  engine  now  on  Washington 
street  might  be  dispensed  "with  if  an  engine  was 
located  on  Albany  street.  The  committee  therefore 
submit  this  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  reference  or- 
dered. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  reftrred  the  petitions 
of  Boynton  Bros,  and  S.  B.  Smith,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing orders,  recommending  their  passage: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  erecting  dwelling 
houses  upon  two  lots  of  land  on  Columbus  avenue, 
corner  of  Northampton  street,  as  sold  by  the  city, 
September  1,  1869,  to  Messrs.  Boynton  Bros.,  be  ex- 
tended to  January  1,  1875,  upon  condition  that  they 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum 
of  "$250,  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der.   Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  erecting  a  building  up_- 
on  the  lot  of  land  on  Albany  street,  corner  of  Con- 
cord street,  as  sold  by  the  city  January  1,  1872,  to 
S.  B.  Smith,  be  extended  to  January  1,  1873,  upon 
condition  that  the  sum  of  $100  is  paid  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Lands  within  one  day  from  the 
passage  of  this  order.    Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $2.3  05,  assessed  upon 
Patrick  Plynn's  estate  for  a  sewer  in  Bolton  street, 
is  hereby  abated. 

Ordered,  That  the  collection  of  $46  52,  assessed 
upon  John  Haggerty  for  a  sewer  in  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, be  postponed  till  entry  is  made  into  the  sewer. 

Ordered,  That  $186  74  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment upott  George  Gardner,  and  $11  .37  from  the 
assessment  upon  Elizabeth  N.  Fiske  for  a  sewer  in 
Summer  street,  on  account  of   overestimate  of  land. 

Ordered,  That  $22  51  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Caroline  Geib  for  a  sewer  in  Stoughton 
street,  on  account  of  overestimate  of  land. 

Ordered,  That  $63  35  be  abated  from  Daniel  S. 
Johnson  for  a  sewer  in  Summer  street,  and  the  same 
amount  assessed  upon  Barrett  &  Dwyer. 

Ordered,  That  $26  76,  assessedjupon  William  Quig- 
ley's  heirs  for  a  sewer  in  Bolton  street,  is  hereby 
abated.  ' 

The  above  were  severally  read  once. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee,  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  schedules  of  assessments 
for  sewers  in  Copeland,  Franklin,  Gouch  and  Cataw- 
ba streets,  reported  that  they  were  correct,  and  rec- 
ommended the  passage  of  orders  for  collection. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  once. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  John 
C.  Flood,  to  place  gas  lantern  over  door  at  70  Cam- 
bridge street;  Donald  Kennedy,  to  place  lamp  post 
in  sidewalk  of  Warren  street  in  front  of  Kennedy 
Hall;  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions  of 
Stephen  Clapp  et  al.,  that  the  name  of  Pond 
street  (Ward  16)  be  changed  to  Pleasant  street;  D.  G. 
Grafton  et  al.,  that  Huntington  avenue  be  graded  be- 
tween   Clarendon    and    Davenport    streets;    Martin 


Beatty  ef  «?.,  that  the  name  of  Cazenove  place  be 
changed  to  Cazenove  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Timothy  O'Regan,  $800,  Paris  street;  James  T. 
Brown,  $mO.  No-  56  Regent  street;  Caroline  H. 
Brooks.  .$400,  corner  of  Regent  and  Alpine  streets. 

Severally  read  once. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  as  follows:  To  grade  Ceylon  street, 
between  Bird  and  Quincy  streets.  Ward  16,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  $1200;  to  grade  Tudor  street,  between 
D  and  E  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3500;  to 
pave  Arch  street,  between  Milk  and  Franklin  streets, 
with  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $4000,  the  expense  to  be  chnrged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Burnt  District. 

Severallv  read  once. 

Alderman  Power,  from  tbe  same  committee,  re- 
ported an  order  directing  the  City  Engineer  to  prepare 
plans  for  a  foot  bridge  over  the  railroad  tracks  "on 
SumnersJtreet,East  Boston,  and  topresent  saidplan«, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  said  bridge,  to  this 
Board. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  orders  establishing  the  grade  of  Eustis 
street,  easterly  from  Hampden  street  to  that  part  of 
said  Eustis  street  recently  laid  out;  Tudor  street, 
between  D  and  E  streets,  and  Magazine  street, 'be- 
tween Dudley  street  and  Norfolk  avenue,  severally 
in  accordance  with  plans  and  profiles  drawn  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  dated  June  5,  1872,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Severally  read  once. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pav  as  follows:  Asa  P.  Morse, 
$6170,  widening  Essex  street;  Thomas  Higgins,  $69,- 
270  96,  extending  Washington  street  1o  Haymarket 
square;  John  Roessle,  administrator  of  John  Roessle. 
$17,132  75,  widening  of  Washington  street;  John 
Roessle,  administrator  estate  of  John  Roessle.  *89.- 
414  18,  widening  Pyncheon  street;  Edward  A.  White 
et  al.  $121,751  27,  vddening  Water  street. 

Severally  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark— 

Whereas,  An  estate  supposed  to  be  James 
O'Brien's,  formerly  numbered  75,  and  now  138,  in 
Kingston  street,  was  assessed  for  betterment  from 
the  widening  of  that  street,  in  1870,  by  an  order  of 
this  Board  of  December  26,  1871,  to  the  amount  of 
$900,  and  it  now  appears  that  at  the  time  of  the 
widening,  James  O'Brien  was  dead,  and  the  estate 
was  the  property  of  his  heirs:  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  said  assessmentbe  and  it  hereby 
is  so  amended  and  changed,  as  to  be  $900  upon  the 
estate  of  the  heirs  of  James  O'Brien  numbered  for- 
merly 75  and  now  135  on  Kingston  street. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert, 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  repair  and  strengthen  the  bridge  on  Dart- 
mouth street,  over  the  Albany  and  Providence  rail- 
roads; the  expense,  not  exceeding  three  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  fcr  pav- 
ing. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaflneld— 

Ordered.  That  the  subject  of  providing  additional 
accommodations  of  a  permanent  character  for  the 
pupils  in  the  new  Grammar  School  District,  Wash- 
ington Village,  as  requested  by  the  School  Commit- 
tee July  15,  1873,  be  referred  to  tbe  next  City 
Council. 

Passed. 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATIVE  MATTERS. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. In  the  very  edifying  debate  which  arose  in  the 
branch  overhead  (If  1  may  without  disrespect  so  des- 
ignate that  body)  on  the  subject  of  city  document 
No.  129,  a  Councilman  from  Ward  12  is  officially 
reported  to  have  spoken  as  follows: 

"One  sreat  trouble  of  this  City  Government  is  that 
chairmen  of  the  joint  standing  committees,  especially 
the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
think  they  can  pocket  the  entire  committee,  and  they 
go  on  as  they  please,  even  sometimes  treating  the 
committee  with  discourtesy,  as,  for  Instance,  a  gen- 
tleman making  a  report  to  the  Board  upon  a  matter 
that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  was  interested 
in,  when  I  knew  nothing  about  the  report.  It  is  a 
thing  that  would  not  be  tolerated  in  any  legislative 
body." 

I  presume  allusion  is  here  made,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
the  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  which 
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now  lies  on  your  table.  The  facts  are  these: 
The  committee  were  directed  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  a  certain  amendment. 
A  meeting  was  called,  and  the  suhject 
fully  discussed.  On  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  action  was  postponed  to  a  subsequent 
meeting,  to  be  called  next  week,  that  members  might 
examine  legal  points  or  consult  the  City  Solicitor. 
The  chairman  did  consult  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
after  the  week  had  expired,  called  another  meeting 
A  quorum  was  present,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
absent.  The  subject  was  again  discussed,  also  the 
advisability  of  further  postponement  on  account  of 
the  gentleman's  absence.  A  motion  was  made  hy  a 
member  of  the  other  branch  that  the  coii.mittee 
report  inexpedient  without  further  delay.  That 
motion  being  put  and  carried.  It  became  the  chair- 
man's duty  to  make  such  report,  which  he  did,  hav- 
ing first  read  the  same  to  the  committee,  and  stating 
his  intention  to  table  the  same  in  ordisr  to  give  time 
to  the  absent  gentleman  toprepare  a  minority  report 
should  he  so  desire.  If  there  has  been  discourtesy 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  whether  it  should 
be  charged  to  the  chairman  rather  than  to  the 
member  whose  repeated  absences  and  claims  of  re- 
commitment certainly  have  not  lightened  the  com- 
mittee's labors  during  the  year,  may  be  a  question 
which  may  be  safely  left  to  the  committee  itself  to 
decide. 

HOME  rOK    THE  POOH. 

Alderman  Hulheri;,  from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  reports  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  reported  that  having 
considered  the  matter  in  accordance  with  an  adver- 
tisement for  proposals,  twenty-one  estates  situated 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  (including  the  portions 
recently  annexed)  were  offered  totte  committee  at 
prices  varying  from  five  hundred  dollars  an  acre  to 
twenty  cents  per  square  foot.  A  careful  examina- 
tion was  made  of  all  those  which  seemed  to  possess 
any  claims  to  consideration,  but  the  committee  were 
unable  to  find  among  the  estates  offered  any  one 
which  they  could  agree  in  recommending  the"  City 
Council  to  purchase,  'W  hile  the  question  was  in  this 
condition  a  proposal  was  received  from  the  present 
proprietors  of  the  Austin  farm  in  West  Roxbury  to 
convey  that  valuable  estate  to  the  city  at  a  greatly 
reduced  price.  A  full  description  of  the  property  is 
given  in  City  Document  No.  108,  of  the  present  year. 
The  price  asked  when  the  previous  report  was  sub- 
mitted was  $175,00U— a  little  less  than  six  and  one- 
quarter  cents  per  square  foot.  It  is  now  offered  to 
the  city  for  $75.000— a  little  less  than  three  and  one- 
half  cents  per  square  foot.  At  this  reduced  price  the 
committee  (with  the  exception  of  one  member)  are 
of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  city's 
interest  to  secure  the  property  without  delay,  and 
they  would  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order.  For  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee. Jambs  Power. 
■  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  Houie 
for  the  Poor,  the  lot  of  land  known  as  the  Austin 
farm,  bounded  on  the  easterly  side  of  Back  street, 
between  Boston  and  West  Roxbury,  on  the  souther- 
ly side  by  Morton  street,  on  the  westerly  side  by 
Canterbury  street,  and  on  the  northerly  side  by  Aus- 
tin terra»;e,  so  called,  containing  fifty  acres  more  or 
less,  the  price  paid  therefor  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
.$75,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  at  Deer  Island  the  sum  of  $75,000.  to  he 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  Austin  farm  as  a  Home 
for  the  Poor. 

Accompanying  the  above  is  a  minority  report  sign- 
ed by  Alderman  Hulbert,  respectfully  dissenting 
from  the  foregoing  recommendations  of  the  majority. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  the  order  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Alderman  Hulbert — Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  report 
of  the  joint  commit'ee  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  subject  of  a  "site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,"  sub- 
mitted to  *he  Board  today,  I  appear  alone,  as  non- 
concurring  in  the  recommendation  made  theiein. 
Alter  a  careful  review  of  the  matter,  such  as  it  be- 
came me  under  the  circumstances,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  express  my  disapproval  of  the  site  recommended, 
and  further,  to  seek  to  prevent,  if  possible,  its  adop- 
tion by  the  Board,  by  presenting,  for  your  con- 
sideration, the  reasons  controlling  my  own  decision. 
I  wish  to  say  just  here  that  in  what  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  state  I  mtend  no  disrespect  to  the  other  members 
of  the  committee,  and  do  not  at  all  impugn  their 
motives  in  their  action.  The  subject  referred  to  the 
committee  for  consideration  and  report  is  "a 
suitable  site  for  a  Home   for  the  Poor."    The  first 


inquiry  is,  "What  is  wanted  for  such  an  institution?" 
First,  a  proper  provision  for  the  comfort,  health  and 
care  of  the  paupers  of  the  city.  Second,  proper 
facilities  for  the  economical  and  least  burdensome 
conduct  of  Its  affairs.  That  a  fine  site,  with  a  com- 
manding view,  situated  amid  a  growing  and  beautiful 
neis?hborhood,  and  whereon  structures  are  to  be 
erected  of  a  style  which,  with  the  conspicuous 
grounds,  will  altogether  render  it  one  of  the  proud 
"sights"  of  the  city,  is  the  idea  to  govern  in  select- 
ing a  location,  as  It  seems  to  me,  is  by  some  enter- 
tained, I  do  not  think  it  wise.  I  judge  oar  common 
sense  should  go  arm  and  arm  with  our  philanthrophy. 

I  now  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  class  of 
people  for  whom  Boston  Is  called  to  make  this  pro- 
vision; and  in  stating  what  I  do  I  intend  no  lack  of 
respect  and  sympathy  for  the  "deserving  poor."  We 
are  to  act  upon  a  knowledge  of  facts,  so  far  as  such 
ran  be  obtained.  It  is  estimated  that  of  the  total 
number  of  paupers  provided  for  by  the  city,  fully 
one  third  are  those  who  have  been  in  the  House  of 
Industry;  another  third,  persons  of  low  and  dissolute 
habits  and  degraded  lives;  then  quite  a  large  numl.-'er 
are  those  who,  although  able-bodied,  yet  are  too  lazy 
to  labor,  and  throw  themselves  upon  the  city.  Dur- 
ing the  colder  months  this  class  is  large.  But  a  small 
propoition  are  of  the  class  known  and  truthfully 
called  the  "honest,  virtuous  poor."  I  regret  that 
such  are  the  facts.  The  worthy  poor  of  our  city  find 
relief  mainly  through  other  channels,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  as  the  character  of  the  inmates  of  the 
City  Almshouse  is  such,  and  is  likely  to  be  such,  that 
the  better  class  of  poor  will  avoid  going  there  if  pos- 
sible. For  humane  reasons  it  is  proposed  to  remove 
the  paupers  of  the  city  from  Deer  Island  to  some  locali- 
ty away  from  the  criminal  institutions.  At  Deer 
Island  they  have  been  made  comfortable  in  every  re- 
spect, and,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  due  regard  to 
economy  and  propriety.  To  chance  the  insti- 
tution to  another  locality  is  to  enhance  expenses 
materially,  as  now  the  officers  in  care  of  the 
other  iBstitutions  superintend  the  almshouse 
also.  Another  'set  of  officials  must  be  created. 
Then,  by  reason  of  the  change,  I  look  for  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  seeking  a  home 
in  the  institution.  I  believe  that  soon,  after  a  change 
is  made,  the  number  to  be  cared  for  will  be  fully  five 
hundred,  and  at  a  day  not  remote,  we  may  expect 
the  inmates  will  number  800  to  1000.  Nothing  can  be 
further  from  wisdom  than  to  so  arrange  and  carry  on 
the  new  institution  as  to  rendei  it  a  standing  invita- 
tion to  a  class  of  persons  ever  ready  to  be  supported 
at  the  city's  expense,  and  be  a  perpetual  bid  for  pau- 
perism. For  a  site  there  is  needed  a  pleasant,  healthy 
location,  having  an  ample  supply  of  good  water,  one 
properly  isolated  and  situated  as  to  affect,  not  injuri- 
ously, surrounding  property,  with  an  area  ample 
enough  for  the  present  and  future  needs  of  the  city, 
and  upon  the  line  of  a  good  railroad,  having  direct  and 
rapid  communication  with  the  city  proper.  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions stated  to  me  that  to  have  the  institution  on  the 
line  of  a  railroad  is  indispensable  and,  to  use  his 
words,  "a  man  must  be  crazy  to  think  of  locating  it 
elsewhere."  The  advantages  of  direct  railway  com- 
munication are  apparent.  In  the  transportation  of 
the  material  for  the  buildings,  at  the  outset,  there 
will  be  a  lessened  cost.  Then,  afterwards,  in  the 
carrying  on  of  the  institution,  in  the  transportation 
of  the  supplies  of  the  paupers,  the  visitation  by  the 
friends  of  the  inmates,  the  intercourse  and  visitation 
of  those  who  have  the  official  oversight  and  conduct 
of  its  affairs,  there  will  be  a  great  saving  in 
expense,  beside  all  the  convenience  experienced. 
That  the  board  may  have  some  idea  of  the  quantity 
of  supplies  likely  to  be  required,  I  give  herewith  a 
memorandum  of  the  main  items  furnished  to  Deer 
Island  in  1872,  where  some  twelve  hundred  persons 
are  provided  for,  viz.  2.300:  tons  coal,  120  tons  meat, 
2000  barrels  flour,  6000  gallons  molasses,  4300  bushels 
meal,  900  bushels  beans,  25,000  pounds  sugar,  52,000 
pounds  salt  fish,  21.50  pounds  coffee,  7000  bushels  po- 
tatoes, 15  toi  B  soap  stock,  20  tons  straw. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  site  recom- 
mended by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  viz.,  the 
"Austin  Farm,"  so  called.  In  a  former  report  sub- 
mitted, and  in  remarks  made  to  the  board  at  the 
time,  I  stated  my  objections  to  this  farm.  I  ciaimed 
then  that  the  price  was  exorbitant.  No  one  now  will 
doubt  the  validity  of  that  objection,  when  the  same 
property  is  now  offered  for  $7.5,000,  for  which  $135,000 
was  then  asked.  But  I  made  another  and  equally  valid 
objection— that  it  was  not  on  a  line  of  railroad,  but 
far  remote  from  one.  I  now  take  the  ground,  and 
propose  to  substantiate  it,  that  however  reasonable 
the  price  of  this  property,  as  now  offered,  may  be 
regarded,  still  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  special  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  wanted,  cannot  afford  to  buy  it; 
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ii.av,  further,  that  the  city,  if  to  ntilize  it  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor,  cannot  afford  to  accept  it  as  a  free  gift. 
'I'his  farm  is  situated  five  and  one-eighth  miles  by 
the  nearest  road  from  City  Hall.  It  is  four  fifths  of 
a  mi'e  from  the  nearest  railroad  station.  Now  con- 
sider the  practical  working  of  the  im-tltution  if 
placed  there.  All  the  supplies  must  be  transported 
hy  teams,  the  paupers  must  be  sent  by  conveyances 
furnished  by  the  city.  Officials  must  go  and  rome 
by  the  expensive  mode  of  carriages:  visitors  mu,-t, 
unless  the  city  provide  adequate  conveyance,  be  sub- 
jected to  much  inconvenience,  and  to  them,  usually 
pior  people,  a  material  expense.  Aside  from  the  in- 
convenience arising  from  the  location  the  actual  in- 
creased expense  to  the  city  annually,  by  reason  of  tl  e 
remoteness  from  railroad  communication,  will  be  a 
large  sum,  far  beyond  the  annual  interest  on  the  cost 
of  a  site  on  the  line  of  a  railroad.  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  persons,  at  tirft  thought,  are  plea^antly 
impressed  with  the  "Austin  Farm,"  but  wben  it  is 
looked  at,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  cost  of  carrying 
on  the  special  institution  to  be  placed  there,  it  is 
quite  a  different  thing.  I  have  the  opinions  of  the 
J^resident  and  some  of  the  experienced  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions  as  to  this  site.  Neither  of  them 
approve  of  it,  as  they  look  at  it  from  a  practical 
point.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  during  the 
cold  months  of  the  year,  when  it  is  the  most  desira- 
ble that  the  access  be  easy  and  comfortable,  the 
nimiber  of  the  inmates  is  the  largest.  The  idea  of 
selecting  a  good  farm  as  such,  is  not  needful.  These 
people  live  without  work.  An  examination  was 
made  at  one  time  of  the  real  physical  condition 
of  .he  inmates  of  the  almshouse,  and  ninety 
per  cent,  were  pronounced  able-bodied  men,  able  to 
labor.  The  inmates  of  the  other  institution  at  Deer 
Island  are  made  to  work,  but  no  work  is  done  by  the 
poor.  It  may  be  thought  by  the  tenor  of  my  remarks 
hitherto  that  perhaps  I  am  disposed  to  delay  meeting 
this  question  the  present  year.  I  am  not.  I  am  fully 
prepared  at  the  proper  time  to  introduce  an  order 
recommending  a  site  which  has,  I  believe,  as  many 
of  the  requisites  desired  as  can  be  expected  to  be 
obtained  In  any  site  likely  to  be  found.  It  is  on  the 
line  of  an  excellent  railroad,  having  direct  and  very 
frequent  communication  with  the  city  proper.  It  is 
within  thirty  minutes'  ride  by  rail,  has  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  water,  a  large  area  sufficient  for  the  future 
wants  of  the  city,  is  approved  by  the  President  and 
such  of  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  as  I  have 
seen  as  a  fit  and  good  place,  and  it  can  be  purchased 
for  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars— a  site  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  as  one  entirely  suitable.  I 
will  not  longer  now  dwell  upon  the  features  embraced 
in  it. 

Thus  far  I  have  considered  the  "Austin  farm"  up- 
on its  simple  merits  only,  and  upon  these  have  come 
to  my  own  conclusion.  But  I  feel  I  shall  not  be  do- 
ing juslice  to  this  Board,  the  city  or  myself,  if  I  leave 
the  matter  .iust  here.  I  doubt  not  that  while  I  have 
been  giving  my  views  as  to  this  estate,  the  query  has 
arisen  in  your  minds,  why  it  is,  that  if  the  facts  are 
as  I  state  them— the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee think  differently — it  is  a  proper  query— I  have 
put  it  to  myself — I  have  reexamined  my  own  prem- 
ises and  conclusions  because  of  it,  ai.d  I  must  con- 
fess I  am  unable  to  answer  the  query.  I  do  find  in 
the  history  of  this  thing  that  the  condition  of  Mr. 
Bradt  and  his  paitner  is  one  calculated  to  enlist  the 
sympathy  of  friends.  How  far  this  may  have  influ- 
ence with  any  members  of  the  committee,  if  at  all,  I 
cannot  say.  I  am  not  here  to  impute  any  unworthy 
motive  to  any  one  of  the  committee.  The  Board 
should  know  how  this  matter  is,  I  think.  In  April. 
1872,  Mr.  W.  Eliot  Woodward,  a  member  of  the  pres- 
ent Common  Council,  purchased  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Aus- 
tin an  estate  for  $92,300,  giving  a  mortgage  at  seven 
years  for  $76,800.  On  May  1,  1872,  thirty  days  after 
this  purchase,  Mr.  Woodward  sold  the  same  estace  to 
Messrs.  Herman  D.  Bradt  and  George  W.  Seaverns 
for  the  sum  of  $1.54,530;  these  gentlemen  as- 
suming the  mortgage  given  by  Mr.  Woodward  for 
$7<),800  and  giving  further  mortgages  payable 
in  five  years  for  $72,730,  making  a  total  amount 
of  mortgages  of  $149,.530  on  a  purchase  of 
of  $1.')4,.'530— thus  paying  but  $5000  on  so  large  a 
transaction.  I  believe  it  is  generally  understood 
that  the  owners  have  expected  to  make  a  sale  of  the 
property  to  the  city.  Very  many  persons  have  in- 
terested themselves  in  behalf  of  the  parties.  I  am 
informed  that  the  first  price  named  was  some  $2G0,- 
000:  and  during  the  year- at  one  price  and  another— 
this  estate  has  been  proposed  to  the  city,  and  quite  a 
pressure  brought  to  bear  to  have  the  city  take  it. 
Any  one  can  see  the  existing  urgency  for  a  sale,  and 
now  that  it  is  offered  at  the  price  of  $75,000,  it  might 
seem  a  favorable  purchase  at  that  rate.  But  I  claim 
that  it  is  not  adapted  to  the  purposes  in  hand;  and  I 


cannot  admit  into  the  question  as  acting  for  the  city 
a  ly  personal  consideration  for  the  owners,  althouirh 
their  exigency  is  a  pressing  one.  I  am  sure  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  will  be  much  better  served  by  seek- 
ing a  dift'erent  locality. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  thai 
that  matter  has  been  so  long  before  this  Government 
that  its  particular  merits  and  demerits  have  been 
thoroughly  gone  into  by  this  Board,  and  I  suppose 
every  member  thoroughly  understands  this  ques- 
tion. The  committee  have  gone  all  over  the  ground, 
and  after  examining  many  places,  as  the  gentleman 
mentioned,  have  finally,  seven  to  eight,  concluded, 
after  all  their  deliberations,  that  the  Aus:in  farm  is 
the  most  preferable  of  all  the  places,  at  the  price  that 
it  is  now  offered  to  the  city.  In  relation  to  the  re- 
marks that  the  gentleman  has  made  as  to  the  prop- 
erty, compared  with  the  site  that  he  would  recom- 
mend himself,  it  is  more  plainly  stated  in  the  report 
ihat  was  made  to  this  Government  than' I  can  state 
from  my  own  memory.  [The  Alderman  read 
the  description  of  the  Austin  farm  from 
the  report  first  submitted.]  In  relation  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  immediate  action  at  this  time,  the  com- 
mittee are  unanimous.  This  matter  has  been  delayed 
a  much  longer  time  than  it  should  have  been.  I  sup- 
pose that  the  members  of  this  Board  are  aware  that 
the  Austin  farm  is  four  miles  and  a  half  from 
City  Hall,  while  the  place  the  gentleman  last  up  rec- 
ommends is  nine  miles.  He  says  the  city  cannot 
afford  to  buy  the  Austin  farm,  and  gives  as  one 
reason,  among  numerous  others,  an  enumeration  >/f 
the  1  irtje  amount  of  material  used  at  Deer  Island,  and 
says  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  says 
that  railroad  facilities  are  indii-pensable,  for  the 
re  iscm  that  this  laree  amount  of  material  has  to  go 
to  the  institution.  If  that  is  so,  why  has  this  Presi- 
dent been  himself  so  anxious  to  have  this  institution 
located  at  Deer  Island.  If  I  understand  the  opinions 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions,  it_  is  his  opinion  that  this  institnti(kn 
should  be  on  Deer  Island.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
other  matters  enter  into  the  subject  that  are  of  more 
importance  to  me.  Now,  allowing  that  it  is,  I  say  that 
all  the  articles  for  the  use  of  the  Home  for  the  Poor 
can  be  transported  to  the  Austin  farm  for  less  money 
and  as  speedily  and  as  expeditiously  by  team  than 
by  railroad.  I  suppose  no  gentleman  has  any  doubts 
that  there  will  be  railroad  communication  muoh 
nearer  than  at  present.  It  is,  at  present,  only  ten 
minutes'  walk  from  the  railroad  station.  In  relation 
to  the  intentions  of  the  former  purchasers  of  this 
place,  and  their  hoping  to  sell  it  to  the  city,  I  don't 
see  how  this  should  enter  into  the  question  at  all.  I 
don't  know  what  the  intention  of  the  former  pur- 
chaser was.  If  he  intended  to  do  so,  he  failed.  It  is 
offered  at  a  price  that  not  a  gentleman  in  the  city 
can  base  an  objection  to  it  on  that  ground.  There- 
fore, as  the  committee  are  a  unit  as  to  the  question 
of  immediate  action,  I  hope  this  order  will  take  its 
second  reading  at  ihe  present  time. 

Alderman  llulbert— Mr.  Chairman,  allow  me  to. 
say  a  word  here.  I  have  no  interest  in  anything 
I  have  said  except  the  interest  of  the  city.  It 
is  purely  upon  the  same  ground  as  I  would  select  a 
place  for  myself  to  carry  on  this  very  business,  that 
I  made  this  investigation.  I  have  had  a  conversation 
with  the  President  of  the  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  and  some  of  the  directors,  and  none  of 
them  approve  of  the  Austin  farm,  and  those  I  have 
seen  do  approve  of  the  site  that  I  have  in  my  mind. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  Bradt  estate  because  it  has  no 
proper  communication.  Take  the  present  season, 
for  instance.  Paupers  can  be  taken  to  the  place  I 
propose  in  thirty  minutes.  To  the  other  place  it  is 
five  and  one-eighth  miles.  I  state  the  exact  distance 
by  the  nearest  road  that  can  be  taken.  The  place  I 
approve  ;s  eight  miles  away,  but  it  could  be  reached 
by  railway  in  thirty  minutes.  In  the  other  case  you 
must  have  your  conveyance— the  paupers  transported 
by  teams.  When  it  is  stated  that  supplies  can  be 
taken  to  the  Bradt  Farm  as  creaply  and  quickly  as 
that,  I  say  it  can  't  be  done.  This'  is  on  the  line  "of  a 
good  railroad,  is  easy  of  access,  and  paupers  can  be 
easily  and  comfortably  placed  there.  Those  who 
have  friends  there  can  visit  them  comfortably  and 
definitely.  It  is  a  definite  thing.  I  think  tickets  by 
the  quantity  can  be  purchased  at  12)4  cents;  the 
place  this  side  is  eight  for  a  dollar.  Such  is  the  ex- 
pense of  doing  this  business,  I  contend,  that  after 
furnishing  homes  for  these  people  that  is  all  they  can 
ask  for,  and  the  city  has  to  see  how  it  can  do  this 
thing  economically  for  itself.  I  think  that  ideas  of 
economy  should  enter  into  this  thing.  The  building 
site  and  everything  should  hz  in  reference  to  a  Home 
for  the  Poor,  not  the  style  of  architecture  or  kind  of 
site  that  I  would  put  up  for  a  university  or  court 
house.       Now,    I    said,    the    city    as    a    matter    of 
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money,  taking  into  account  the  expense  to  be  incur- 
red, could  n't  afford  to  take  the  Bradt  estate  as  a  fref 
tfift.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  those  who  are  famil- 
iar witli  this  thing  are  the  President  and  the  Board 
of  Directors.  We  all  know  the  president  wonld 
have  preferred  to  have  the  almshouse  remain  at  Deer 
Islauti,  but  he  understands  very  well  that  they  can't 
be  entertained,  and  he  submits  to  it.  He  gives  me 
his  unqualified  opinion  that  railway  communication 
mn!-t  be  had.  The  argument  of  the  Alderman  does 
not  hold,  for  you  can  send  down  all  your  supplies  to 
Deer  Island  by  boat.  Now  in  the  estate  I  have  in, 
mind  the  oars  can  be  run  right  into  the  yard  and  un- 
loaded, and  supplies  can  be  run  right  from  the  cars 
into  the  bins,  and  with  the  railroad  that  it  is  on, 
any  arrangement  cah  be  made  that  is  reasonable. 
Now,  I  say,  we  have  a  duty  to  see  to  the  friends  of 
these  people.  They  can  go  for  a  small  sum  and  visit 
them.  Now  you  locate  them  there  on  the  Austin 
farm,  and  the  next  thing  is  you  will  not  only  be 
as'ked  for  conveyances  for  theie  people,  but  for 
these  friends.  That  is  the  next  thing  asked  for. 
We  have  got  to  double  our  pauper  expenses  imme- 
diately after  this  thing  is  done;  there  is  no  eccmomy 
in  this  thing.  We  do  it  for  humanity,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  start  it  on  an  economical  basis.  If  the  Di- 
rectors of  Public  Institutions  have  authority  to  put  a 
building  there,  they  will  do  it  in  a  style  of  common 
sense. 

You  go  down  to  Deer  Island  and  there  is  no  non- 
sense theie.  The  directors  will  carry  out  the  same 
idea  here.  We  are  not  bidding  for  paupers  to  come 
to  the  city  and  be  supported.  The  Austin  farm  is  a 
fine  farm,  I  admit.  But  the  city  will  injure  the  sur- 
rounding property  to  locate  this  almshouse  there. 
This  is  no  place  to  put  it.  Where  I  propose  to  put  it 
will  not  injure  property,  and  when  the  time  comes  I 
will  say  many  things  in  its  favor.  Let  us  puc  this 
thing  where  the  supporting  of  so  large  a  number  of 
paupers  can  be  done  economically.  Let  us  not  put  it 
where  everything  has  to  go  by  carriage,  for  yonr 
committees  will  have  to  go  in  carriages  as  well  as 
your  paupers.  I  can't  see  any  good  reason  or  one 
single  argument  for  that  Bradt  estate.  I  have  n't 
altogether  been  pleased  with  the  course  of  matters  in 
regard  to  that  Bradt  estate  in  this  Council  this  last 
year,  but  I  don't  propose  to  go  into  that. 

Alderman  Power — The  principal  reason  seems  to 
be  that,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  beauties  of  the 
Austin  farm,  the  gentleman  is  afraid  that  the  Board 
of  Directors,  or  those  having  charge  of  the  building, 
will  become  so  entirely  infatuated  with  it  that  they 
will  be  tempted  to  go  into  extravagance.  I  don't 
think  that  worthy  of  consideration  for  a  moment.  I 
don't  think  the  fact  that  they  have  a  beautiful  loca- 
tion will  make  them  spend  more  money  than  if  they 
don't.  One  great  objection  to  Neponset  having  it  at 
Deer  Island  is  that  it  might  be  accessible  to  the  poor, 
and  that  they  might  be  visited  by  their  friends. 

Now  I  don't  think  any  one  is  going  to  lose  his  man- 
hood simply  by  going  into  an  institution  merely  he- 
cause  it  is  easy  of  access  and  has  a  beautiful  loca- 
tion, and  I  don't  believe  we  are  going  to  have  any 
more  paupers  for  that  reason.  I  don't  think  the 
people  of  this  country  are  made  of  this  kind  of 
stuff.  When  people  go  into  the  poorhouse  they 
do  so  because  their  want  of  means  compjls  them 
to.  Now,  this  place  is  only  a  half-hour's  walk 
from  almost  any  part  of  the  city.  Any  one 
can  drive  there  with  a  horse  and  carriage  quick- 
er than  they  can  go  by  railroad  to  the  othtr 
place  named  hy  the  gentleman.  There  Is  no  railroad 
station  on  that  place,  a  railroad  goes  by  it  and 
there  is  a  station  about  a  mile  from  there.  If  the 
city  wants  to  go  to  the  expense  of  building  a  station 
it  can  do  so.  Now  as  to  the  place  selected  by  the 
gentlemen— it  is  a  fit  place  for  a  pauper  to  live.  A 
sheep  could  n't  live  upon  it.  It  is  thewoist  spot  of 
land  that  the  committee  have  visited  since 
they  have  had  the  matter  in  hand.  The  only 
argument  is  that  fhe  price  is  $29,000  while 
the  price  of  the  other  is  $7.5.000.  Now,  sir,  I 
say  that  the  city  cannot  afford  to  take  any  such  site, 
because  it  will  cost  more  to  put  it  into  shape  than 
the  cost  of  this  Brandt  farm  would  be.  On  the  Aus- 
tin farm,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  pick  out  the  spot 
where  you  want  your  building,  and  set  it  there.  I 
any  it  will  cost  more  to  fix  up  and  grade  this  barren 
place  than  the  price  asked  for  the  Austin  farm.  I 
don't  believe  there  is  an>  reason  to  think  it  will  in- 
jure that  locality.  There  is  no  -question  but  that  it 
will  enhance  the  value  of  the  property,  and 
if  the  city  could  get  a  million  or  a 
half  a  million  dollars  for  it,  they  could 
afford  to  move.  Now  unless  the  gentlemen  of  this 
Government  wish  to  procure  a  home  entirely  unfit  I 
say  they  shoald  n't  defeat  this  matter.  I  say  the  pur- 
chase of  this  land  is  a  good  investment  for  the  city 
of  Boston.     It  is  a  beautii'ul   place,  and  there  is  no 


justification  in  turning  those  poor  paupeis  out  into 
the  barren,  swampy  place  like  that  the  gentleman 
would  recommend,  when  we  coula  get  so  beautiful  a 
location  at  such  a  low  price.  Therefore  I  hope  the 
orders  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  sha  n't  make  any  statement 
that  isn't  true.  I  stated  that  this  place  had  railway 
facilities.  There  is  a  station  right  on  the  premises, 
where  there  is  no  need  of  a  carriage  or  anything  of 
the  kind.  Furthermore,  the  gentleman  stated  that 
this  is  nine  miles  from  City  Hall.  It  is  just  nine 
miles  to  Dedham,  and  this  place  is  a  mile  this  side. 
One  from  nine  leaves  eight.  Furthermore,  part  of  it 
is  good  land  and  part  of  it  poor. 

Alderman  Say  ward— I  would  just  remind  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  left  that  the  great  bbject  is  to  get  a 
place  easy  of  access.  Now  where  can  vou  find  a  place 
easier  of  access  than  Deer  Island? 

Alderman  Power— In  regard  to  having  a  railroad 
station  on  the  Austin  farm,  I  expect  there  will  be  a 
station  there  when  there  is  population  enough  to 
warrant  the  railroad  in  putting  it  there. 

Alderman  Hulbert— The  parties  now  owning  the 
place  have  the  promise  of  the  railroad  company  to 
put  a  station  there,  and  they  are  laying  out  a  street 
for  the  purpose.  The  place  is  laid  down  on  the  map. 
The  Deaham  Branch  goes  through  the  place,  and 
they  intend  a  station  there.  I  don't  want  anything 
said  that  is  n't  exactly  so. 

Aldermaii  Clark — For  one,  when  there  is  so  great 
difference  of  opinion  between  two  gentlemen  of  such 
excellent  judgment,  I  should  like  an  opportunity  to 
go  there.  There  is,  certainly,  a  very  great  reduction 
of  price  and  that  is  something.  The  modest  decline 
of  $60,000  is  something  gained  to  be  sure.  The  price 
it  was  offered  for  six  weeks  ago  was  $1.30,000;  the 
price  asked  today  is  $15,000.  The  figures  are  Bufi5- 
ciently  low  to  induce  us  to  purchase.  It  may  not  be 
a  bad  investment,  as  the  land  may  double  in  a  few 
years.  But  if  there  is  such  a  good  place  where  sup- 
plies can  be  run  under  cover  and  easily,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  I  would  like  to  see 
it.  But  I  think  the  Bradt  place  is  about  as  good  a 
location  as  the  committee  will  be  able  to  find.  There 
are  advantages  in  having  a  railroad  running  directly 
through  the  property,  and  there  is  this  advantage  in 
the  Austin  farm— a  horse  railroad  certainly  runs  to 
within  twenty  minutes  of  it.  I  don't  think  it  is  more 
than  twenty  minutes  from  the  horse  railroad  in  Dor- 
chester to  the  Austin  farm.  I  should  like  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  the  place,  which  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highland  District  has  referred  to,  and  as  we  shall 
probably  meet  again  on  Friday,  I  should  like  to 
have  this  subject  laid  oyer  until  next  meeting. 
I  don't  want  to  vote  upon  this  subject 
ignorantly.  I  do  know  about  the  Austin  Farm, 
and  I  believe  the  price  for  which  it  is  offered  now  is 
low  enough.  It  has  the  advantage  of  being  only  a 
few  miles  from  City  Hall.  Members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, the  directors  and  the  friends  of  those  who 
live  there  can  go  there  without  walking  only  a  short 
distance,  or  going  by  carriages.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  there  will  be  a  railroad  any  nearer  the  Aus- 
tin farm,  unless  a  line  was  built  specially  to  go  from 
there  to  the  Boston,  Hartford  &Erie  station.  While 
I  did  oppose  the  purchase  of  the  Austin  farm  at 
$125,000,  believing  it  too  much,  and  thought  the 
Neponset  lot  was  better  at  the  price  for  which  it 
could  be  purchased,  still  at  the  price  named,  and  un- 
less the  advantages  are  infinitely  superior  to  the 
place  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  the  Highland 
District,  I  shall  vote  for  taking  the  Austin  farm. 
I  suppose  that  $75,000  includes  all  the  territory  looked 
at  by  the  committee  before.  I  understand  that  there 
are  about  fifty  acres  of  land  within  the  inclosure.  If 
I  am  wrong  the  chairman  will  correct  me. 

Alderman  Power— The  estate  contains  about  fifty 
acres.  [The  Alderman  read  from  the  original  report 
a  aescripiion  of  the  farm  and  buildings.]  Ii  is  the  same 
lot  for  which  $1.35,000  was  asked.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  don't  want  to  deprive  any  gentleman  of  an 
opportunity  of  acquainting  himself  with  the  place, 
but  I  object  to  having  this  matter  postponed  any 
longer  than  next  Friday.  I  am  willing  to  let  it  lie 
over  till  then,  if  gentlemen  desire  to  look  at  the 
place,  but  I  hope  they  will  not  have  any  other  ex- 
cuse then.  I  hope  they  will  vote  for  or  against 
it  and  settlt  the  matter.  If  we  are  going 
to  have  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  let  us  have 
it.  All  agree  that  it  is  very  much  desired. 
If  gentlemen  have  n't  satisfied  themselves,  I 
am  satisfied  they  will  only  want  one  look  at 
it  to  cause  them  to  make  up  their  minds.  I  don't 
think  they  will  hesitate  long  about  voting  for  the 
Austin  farm  if  they  see  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  wish  to  state  as  one  that  I  shall 
be  ready  to  vote  next  Friday.  I  was  ready  to  vote 
today,  but  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  were  so 
strong  that  before   I    vote   for  the   Austin   farm,   al- 
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though  I  believed  it  is  the  most  desirable,  I  want  to 
see  the  other.  But,  I  must  say,  the  decline  of  $60,- 
000  in  six  weeks  in  real  estate,  is  the  g'  eatest  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  don't  know  of  any  stocks  that  have  de- 
clined as  much  as  that. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  don't  like  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman.  Now,  if  that  is  a  proper  place  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor,  we  should  n't  stop  on  account  of 
a  few  thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Stebbiris— I  would  like  to  ask  the  mem- 
ber from  the  Dorchester  District  one  question.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Do  they  op- 
pose the  Bradt  farm  as  a  Home  for  the  Poor? 

Alderman  Sayward— As  a  body  they  neither  oppose 
or  favor  any  place.  The  question  has  never  been 
before  them. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  stated  that  members  of  the 
directors  whom  I  had  seen  individually  expressed 
preference  for  the  Austin  farm. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  state  that  such  members 
as  I  have  seen  have  expressed  great  preference  for 
the  Austin  farm.  They  have  expressed  themselves 
in  the  very  highest  terms,  xn  relation  to  the  great 
fall  of  property,  I  don't  think  the  Austin  farm  has 
fallen  as  much  as  the  Water  Power  Company.  Every 
gentleman  knows  there  has  been  a  great  depression 
of  all  kinds  of  property.  I  don't  believe  any  estate 
in  the  neighborhood  would  bring  more  than  two- 
tliirds  of  what  it  would  a  few  months  ago.  The  city 
is  getting  the  benefit  of  the  change. 

Alderman  Clark— I  think  we  should  take  into  con- 
sideration the  value  of  property,  I  should  vote  to- 
day for  the  Neponset  lot  for  $7.5,000  if  we  could  not 
get  the  Austin  farm  for  that  sum.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  $75,000  and  $156,000.  I  think  we 
ought  to  talJe  the  cost  into  consideration.  It  does 
make  a  diffcrencp,  and  we  are  obliged  to  use  our  best 
judgment.     But  if    we   can   buy  a  piece  of    property 


that  will  answer  the  purpose  for  a  much  smaller 
sum,  then  we  should  take  the  one  that  costs  less. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  gentleman  don't  state  the 
case  fairly.  When  we  went  to  the  Austin  farm  they 
were  both  the  same  price.  Now,  I  say  if  there  is  is 
a  place  in  Dedham  that  you  can  buy  for  $.30,000  that 
will  answer  the  purpose,  why  don't  you  go  and  vote 
for  it. 

Alderman  Clark— That  is  why  I  wish  to  go  and  look 
at  it. 

Alderman  Sayward— Then  there  can't  be  any  need 
of  committees,  if  we  can't  take  a  majority  or  minor- 
ity report  and  act  upon  it  without  the  whole  City  Gov- 
ernment going  to  see  for  themselves. 

Alderman  Clark— I  don't  propose  to  ask  this  Board 
to  go  out  with  me.  I  propose  to  go  myself.  Now. 
here  are  two  gentlemen,  both  of  good  judgment,  who 
differ  widely  in  opinion.  I  want  to  go  and  see  for 
myself. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  is  mistaken;  it  is 
not  one  against  one,  but  seven  against  one. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  seems  to  me  we  are  just 
getting  the  owners  of  property  waked  up;  we  are 
getting  a  little  more  competition.  Property  is  fall- 
ing very  rapidly,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we  wait 
a  short  time  we  shall  have  a  considerable  fall,  and 
be  able  to  get  this  property  much  cheaper. 

Alderman  Clark — I  move  that  the  order  be  special- 
ly assigned  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Carried. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Chairman 
appointed  Aldermen  Stebbins,  Power  and  GafHeld  a 
committee  to  receive  and  examine  the  vote  cast  at  the 
election  today. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed till  Fiiday  next,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M. 


521 


COMMON       OOTJlSrOIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBEK    11,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  this  evening,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  PROM  BOABD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petition  of  Alplieus  Hardy  et  al.,  for  postpone- 
ment of  action  on  public  park.  Laid  on  the  table,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit.     Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  proposed  petition  of  Sjomerville  for  an- 
nexation to  Boston;  request  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  for  additional  appropriation;  and 
various  requests  of  the  Scnool  Committee.  Referred, 
in  concurrence. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  of  order  and  petition  for  location  of 
an  engine  house  on  Albany  street,  near  Dover  street. 
Accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mav  or  to  offer  and  pay  a  re- 
ward of  $1000  tor  the  detection  and  apprehension  of 
the  person  who  murdered  Bridget  Landergin  in  Ward 
16,  on  the  5th  instant.  Passed,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  General  Court  for  an 
act  extending  time  for  city  to  lay  out  a  public  street, 
or  way,  across  South  Bay.    Passed. 

Order  referring  to  next  City  Council  the  subject  of 
providing  additional  accommodations  for  pupils  in 
the  new  Grammar  School  District,  Washington  Vil- 
lage.   Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  extend  time  to  January  1,  1875, 
for  Boynton  Brothers  to  erect  houses  upon  two  lots 
of  land  on  Columbus  avenue,  near  Northampton 
Btreet.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  extend  time  to  Jan.  1,  1875, 
for  S.  B.  Smith  to  erect  a  building  upon  a  lot  of  land 
on  Albany,  corner  of  Concord  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  $12,000 
from  Reserved  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Common, 
etc.  Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6. 

The  following  were  severally  read  once: 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $175,000,  to 
be  added  to  appropriation  for  Water  Works. 

Report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  fire-alarm 
telegraph. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  and 
received  concurrent  action: 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the 
Old  Mather  Schoolhouse  to  the  city  lot.  Highland 
street. 

Mr.  Upham  of  Ward  16— Mr.  President,  by  the  op- 
erations of  rule  23  of  this  Council,  I  feel  myself  de- 
barred from  voting  on  this  question  from  the  fact 
that  I  am  owner  of  a  shed  erected  upon  the  premises, 
which  has  been  located  there  since  1837.  There  are 
also  twelve  owners  of  those  premises  who,  it  appears 
to  me,  have  legal  possession  of  the  property,  having 
held  it  for  so  long  a  time  by  vote  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Upham  was  excused  from  voting,  and  the  order 
was  passed. 

Order  to  abate  from  the  tax  on  Allen  &  Noble's 
estate  on  Devonshire  street,  the  sum  of  $204  75. 
Passed. 

Resolyee  and  orders  from  the  Street  Commission- 
ers: 

1.  For  widening  Magazine  street,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $25,000.  (City  Doc.  No.  124.)  2.  For  ex- 
tension of  Eustis  to  Magazine  street,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $11,640.  (City  Doc.  No.  125.)  3.  For  ex- 
tension of  Quincy  place  to  Pearl  place,  at  an  estimat- 
ed expense  of  $12,784.  (City  Doc.  No.  49.)  Severally 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  conveyance  to  W.  H.  Bord- 
man's  heirs  of  a  portion  of  Sturgis  street,  discontin- 
ued.   Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $1000  from  Re- 
served Fund  to  appropriation  for  Quarantine  Depart- 
ment.   Passed— yeas  44,  nays  0. 

riBE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  first  monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  in  compliance  with  the  "Ordinance 
to  establish  a  Fire  Department"  was  submitted.  The 
report  says,  "The  Board  was  organized  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  and  the  report  is  as  complete  as  our  present 
means  of  information  will  allow  us  to  make.  If  any 
plan.can  hereafter  be  adopted  by  which  more  exact 


information  on  each  of  the  subjects  named  in  the 
ordinance  can  be  obtained,  it  will  be  shown  in  our 
future  reports,  as  it  will  be  our  aim  as  faithfully  as 
we  are  able,  fully  to  carry  out  this  and  all  other  re- 
quirements of  the  ordinance.  The  experience  of  a 
few  days  has  not  been  sufiicient  to  fit  us  for  giving 
any  other  information  or  to  make  any  suceestions  of 
interest  or  value  to  the  City  Council;  but  it  may  be 
proper  for  us  to  add  that  we  find  ourselves  in  a  po- 
sition where  study,  and  labor,  and  time,  will  all  be 
needed  to  work  out  an  improved  state  of  things  in  the 
department  placed  under  our  charge." 

The  report  contains  a  list  of  all  the  fires  which  oc- 
curred during  the  month  of  November,  giving  the 
locality,  boxes  from  which  the  al  rms  were  sounded, 
the  steamers  and  engines  in  attendance  and  the  loss 
and  insurance.  Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the 
items  furnished: 


Alarms. 


Insurance. 


Loss. 


Bell.  Still.  Total.  Building.   Slock.   Building       Stock. 
27       14        41  $8,050       $65,152       $8,050       $102,263  2S 

The  report  was  sent  up. 

PUBLIC   SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS.      . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Orf'ered,  That  additional  accommodations  be  fur- 
nished for  the  Heath-street  Primary  School,  Comins 
District. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  presented  requests  from  the 
School  Committee  for  the  erection,  iu  connection 
with  the  English  High  and  Latin  schools,  of  suitable 
accommodations  for  the  use  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, including  a  hall  in  which  the  meetings  of  the 
board  maybe  held;  for  an  enlargement  of  the  lot 
recently  purchased  for  the  English  High  and  Latin 
schools;  and  to  abandon  the  Cottage-place  School, 
and  the  erection  of  a  new  nme-room  primary  school- 
house  on  or  near  Elmwood  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 

USE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  what  changes,  if  any,  are  needed 
in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  manufacture,  stor- 
age and  sale  of  petroleum  and  its  products,  in  order 
to  secure  the  prompt  enforcement  of  its  provisions. 
Passed. 

PUBLIC    BATH  HOUSES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  placing  the 
bathing  houses  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Passed. 

THE  REPORT  ON   LEGISLATIVE  MATTERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  printed 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  was 
recommitted  to  that  committee. 

The  question  recurred  on  recommitment. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Mr.  President,  that  matter 
was  recommitted  on  my  motion,  but  upon  reflection 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  sc  late  in  the  season  that  it 
is  hardly  worth  while  to  trouble  the  committee  with 
it.  I  therefore  hope  the  motion  to  recommit  may  be 
lost. 

The  Council  refused  to  recommit,  and  voted  to  ac- 
cept the  report. 

SOUP  FOE  THE  POOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  it  was  voted  to 
take  from  the  table  the  reference  to  Committee  on 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  a  message  from  the  Mayor, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  overseers  in 
relation  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  during  the  coming 
winter,  said  reference  being  with  instructions  to 
consider  expediency  of  establishing  places  through- 
out the  city  for  furnishing  soup  and  other  provisione 
to  the  poor.    (Printed  City  Doc.  No.  130.) 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Alder- 
men in  the  reference. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish 
to  reflect  upon  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
but  the  fact  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  complaint 
coming  from  all  quarters  of  the  manner  in  which 
people  are  treated  who  call  at  this  bureau  for  assist- 
ance, and  the  great  indifference  which  characterizes 
this  bureau,  leads  me  to  believe  that  we  had  better 
not  burden  this  department  with  any  more  duties  of 
this  kind.  I  know  there  are  kind-hearted  and  char- 
itable men  on  this  board.  No  one  can  be  kinder  in 
heart  than  the  worthy  chairman,  ex-Mayor  Lincoln, 
but  these  men  who  are  brought  so  frequently  in  con- 
tact with  poverty  get  cold-hearted.  A  few  weeks 
since  a  case  came  to  my  attention.    A  lady  came  to 
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this  bureau  who  wanted  her  case  investi- 
gated. She  needed  relief,  and  yet  she  did 
not  receive  proper  attention.  There  are  some 
more  cases  of  this  kind  which  have  been  brouiiht  to 
my  attention.  I  iiiiow  a  lady  myself  who  has  got 
tired  of  going  to  this  bureau  and  will  not  go  there 
any  more  because  of  the  red  rape  requned  in  procur- 
ing assistance.  The  board,  in  their  resolution,  say 
"there  is  no  unusual  exigency  existing,  growing  out 
of  the  commercial  panic,  to  require  any  new  organiza- 
tion or  channel  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  the 
coming  winter."  Now  I  beg  to  differ  with  the 
board  right  here.  For  years  I  have  been  a  member 
of  an  organization  the  duty  of  whose  members  is  to 
go  about  once  a  week  relieving  the  needy.  1  know 
there  is  an  unusual  exigency.  I  find  that  there  is  an 
unusual  amount  of  poverty.  More  people  are  out,  of 
employment  than  there  were  at  this  rime  last  year. 
Furthermore,  in  regard  to  this  method  of  dii<tributiDg 
soup,  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  order  says 
the    Chief-of-Police    indorses   the    present    method. 

I  have  taken  pains  to  go  among  the  police  and  ask 
the  officers,  and  they  indorse  it  almost  to  a  man.  I 
never  have  heard  a  single  objection  raised  to  it.  ex- 
cept this  one  which  comes  from  the  board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor.  Fnrihermore.  the  Board  say  that 
"the  practice  of  distributing  soup  from  the  police 
stations  is  unwise  and  -njudicivius.  tending  io  aggra- 
vate and  increase  the  evil  ii  designs  to  alleviate." 
Now,  we  know  that  there  is  no  man  going  to  a  police 
station  to  stand  in  line  and  wait  for  his  turn  to  get  a 
bowl  of  soup  unless  he  needs  it.  It  is  better  that  a 
few  unworthy  should  receive  something  than  that 
the  worthy  should  suffer.  Therefore,  I  feel  that  the 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  got  as  much  as 
they  can  do  and  I  don't  think  it  best  to  give  them 
any  more,  and  I  certainly  hope  the  matter  will  not  be 
referred  to  them  and  that  the  distribution  of  soup 
shall  proceed  as  usual. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  desire  to  say  a  few  words, 
Mr.  President,  in  advocacy  of  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  by  the  City  Council.  I  am  opposed  to  this 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  and  I  can  only  wish  that  my  voice  and  health 
were  in  such  a  conditiim,  tonight,  that  I  could  do 
full  justice  to  the  subject.  But  my  labors  for  a  few 
days  have  been  such  that  I  do  not  feel  competent  to 
treat  it  as  1  ought  to,  but  I  will  endeavor  to  say  some- 
thing which  will  bear  possibly  upon  the  subject.  Mr. 
President,  I  find  the  twenty-first  of  Proverbs  saye 
that  "who  so  refuseth  to  listen  to  the  cry  of  the 
poor,  shall  cry  himself  and  shall  not  be  heard." 
Now,  Mr.  President,  you  are  well  aware  that  it  is  not 
my  custom  to  commit  to  paper  what  I  desire  to  say 
npf-n  any  subject,  but  this  afternoon  I  have  written 
out  wnat  I  have  to  say.  because  I  shall  particularly 
attempt  to  discuss  somelhiug  of  the  legal  part  of  the 
subject.  Gentlemen  may  laugh  if  they  see  fit,  but  I 
shall  not  be  deterred  from  doing  what  I  think  is  my 
duty  in  the  premises.  And  first  I  desirs  to  make 
eome  comments  upon  City  Document  No.  1.30.  On 
November  24t  h  his  Honor  the  Mayor  made  a  commu- 
nication to  the  City  Council,  which  contained  these 
words: 

"Since  the  opinion  of  the  Board  was  asked  upon 
the  expediency  of  distributing  soup  from  the  police 
stations,  1  have  conferred  with  the  City  Solicitor 
upon  the  subject,  and  have  been  informed  by  hira 
that  the  City  Council  has  no  authority  to  appropriate 
money  for  such  a  purpose." 

Annexed  to  this  are  reports  in  answer  to  his  con>- 
munication  of  Nov.  18th,  signed  by  the  President  of 
the  Board,  and  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Board. 
The  Mayor  goes  on  to  state  his  views  and  a^ks  the 
opinion  of  the  board.  The  reply  he  obtained  is  this 
communication  signed  by  F.  W.  Lincoln,  and  dated 
the  22d,  and  in  it  1  find  these  words: 

"The  moment  that  any  individual  receives  aid  <.t 
the  public  charge,  that  moment  that  individual's  re- 
lation to  society  is  changed,  and  when  by  the  aggre- 
gation of  numbers  those  individnals  become  a  laige 
class,  they  become  an  important  element  in  the  so- 
cial state,  and  any  event  which  has  a  tendency  to 
their  increase  is  to  be  deprecated.  The  great  fire  of 
November  of  the  last  year  is  to  be  deplored  for  the 
large  amount  of  property  destroyed,  and  the  num- 
bers thrown  suddenly  out  of  employment;  but  not 
the  least  of  its  evils  was  the  opportunity  furnished 
to  many  persons,  for  the  first  time,  to  appeal  to  the 
public  for  assistance.  Tney  were  justified  under  the 
circumstances,  and  even  iuvited  to  make  such  a 
claim,  and  generous  means  were  placed  by  our  citi- 
zens to  respond  to  such  calls." 

"Were  invited,"  Mr.  President,  "to  present  them- 
selves and  ask  for  aid."  And  yet  the  conclusion  of 
this  document  is  that  thev  can't  legally  receive  such 
aid.  And  thc^y  go  on  to  say.  "that  no  needy  individ- 
tial  of  any  class  has  occasion  to  suffer  when  his 
■wants  are  properly  made  known."      On   the  eighth 


page  they  say  that  the  resolution —which  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  city  could  not  legally  furnish  the 
soap-  was  voted  against  by  two  men  of  large  hearts, 
or  rather  they  voted  that  it  was  legal,  or  in  their 
judgment  it  should  be  done.  Now  go  on  further  and 
the  commnnication  says — 

"Boston  has  a  deservedly  high  reputation  outside 
of  its  own  limits  for  Its  benevolent  spirit.  It  has  at- 
tained this,  not  by  a  prodigal  and  lavish  expenditure 
of  large  appropriations,  doling  out  its  alms  in  a  lax 
and  loose  manner,  but  by  the  establishment  of  a 
method  and  system  which,  while  relieving  real  want, 
represses  mendicity.  The  establishment  of  soup 
houses,  or  turning  the  police  stations  into  them,  a 
few  years  since,  was  regarded  by  nearly  all  conver- 
sant with  the  subject  as  a  doubtful  expedient  for 
relieving  the  poor;  the  objections  are  obvious,  and 
need  not  be  commented  on  at  this  time." 

If  the  objections  are  obvious,  why  not  state  them. 
Not  one  single  word  has  been  sent  in  here  to  show 
that  they  are  obvious,  not  one  scintilla  of  proof  to 
show  that  they  are  obvious.  Now,  sir,  here  is  a  Wel- 
lerism,  so  to  speak — 

"Employment  for  the  able-bodied  is  better  charity 
than  almsgiving." 

Just  as  if  everybody  didn't  know  it,  "And,  al- 
though it  is  not  the  province  of  municipalities  to  fur- 
nish it  for  the  people,  yet  incidentally  some  enter- 
prises of  a  public  nature  might  be  prosecuted,  even 
out  of  season,  to  be  supplemented  by  men  of  capital 
engaging  in  new  ventures  to  their  own  profit,  as  well 
as  for  the  benefit  of  the  laboring  classes." 

Well  that  meets  the  exigency  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent, in  intimating  that  people  may  go  into 
business  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  poor. 
How  many  men  will  do  it?  Was  there  ever  such  an 
undertaking  in  Boston?    Again  — 

"It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  most  sagacious 
business  men  that  we  have  already  passed  the  period 
of  our  most  severe  commercial  depression,  and  that 
the  prospects  are  brightening  for  a  return  to.our 
usual  prosperity." 

Heaven  save  the  mark.  I  'd  like  to  see  the  •  evi- 
dence of  returning  prosperity.  I  see  it  nowhere.  I 
notice  that  manufacturing  establishments  throughout 
all  New  Englandjare  suspending  day  by  day. 

"If  this  hope  is  fallacious,  and  will  not  be  speedily 
realized.  I  can  assure  you  that  our  board  will  en- 
deavor to  meet,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  the  new 
emergencies  as  they  arise,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
that  the  same  spirit  will  animate  the  more  private 
charitable  organizations  not  under  municipal  con- 
trol. There  are  occasionally  cases,  from  their  pecu- 
liar circumstances  unknown  to  our  visitors,  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  police  of  which  we  should  be, 
promptly  notified  at  our  office." 

Well,  I  can  cite  instance  after  instance  which  has: 
occurred  within  the  last  three  weeks,  for  which  t 
have  personally,  or  through  others,  applied  for  relief' 
from  the  Board  of  Overseers  for  females  and  fami- 
lies without  means  of  daily  support,  and  th& 
propositions  have  been  rejected,  and  that  right  in, 
the  face  of  this  document.  These  are  facts  which  t 
can  prove  and  will  prove  absolutely  at  the  proper 
time.  Now  I  go  on  to  the  tenth  page  and  find  a  doc- 
ument sismed  by  John  Pratt,  Secretary : 

"Resolved,  That,  as  at  present  advised,  there  is  no 
unusual  exigency  existing,  growing  out  of  the  com- 
mercial  panic,  to  require  any  new  organization  or 
channel  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  the  coming 
winter.  The  city  is  well  covered  by  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  and  the  existing  charitable  organiza- 
tions, for  ministering  to  the  necessities  of  the  needy." 

A  fact  which  I  and  the  whole  people  of  Boston  de- 
ny. The  month  of  November  has  witnessed  more 
poverty  and  more  need  has  been  required  for 
deserving  poor  than  in  the  ■  ame  period  for 
years.  And  that  is  the  character  of  this  doc- 
ument from  beginning  to  end.  Now,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  can  only  characterize  this  document 
as  one  which  has  been  got  up  for  the  purpose 
of  allaying  the  public  excitement  now  existing  on 
this  subject,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  It  does  not 
practically  meet  the  exigency  in  any  sense  of  the 
word.  The  deserving  poor,  day  by  day  and  night  by 
night,  are  suffering,  and  yet  the  people  of  Boston  are 
not  aware  of  it.  In  street  after  street  in  the  districts 
which  many  of  us  represent  are  deserving  people 
who  are  suffering  from  hunger,  to  speak  of  nothing 
else.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  my  custom, 
somewhat,  to  refer  to  facts  and  figures,  and  I  will 
simply  give  a  few  to  show  that  while  we  are  lavish  in 
our  expenditures  for  extravagances,  we  are  not  will- 
ing to  feed  the  hungry  or  clothe  the  naked.  The 
expenditures  for  the  Fourth  of  July  in  1872 
were  $22,022  1.3,  and  for  music  on  the  Cemmon  $2  - 
932  13,  making  $24,924  20  By  cartful  managemea't 
th'syear  those  expenses  have  been  reduced  to  the 
sum  of  $15,657  73,  and  some  of  us   in   this  Council 
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have  the  credit  or  discredit  of  bringing  down  these 
expenditures  which  are  customary  and  legally  passed 
by  the  City  Council  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  give  to  the  Council, 
if  they  will  have  the  kindness  to  hear,  .what  I  )i'ave 
commfted  to  paper. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  examined,  with  some  con 
Biderable  care,  the  letter  ol  his  Honor  the  late  May- 
or, dated  November  18,  to  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  and  their  answer  to  the  same,  and  while  I 
find  sentiments  of  humanity  expressed  by  the  Mayor, 
I  fail  to  see  respcmsive  answers  thereto;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  a  strict  adhesion  to  the  old-fogy  idea  that 
"Boston  cannot  depart  from  established  methods" 
on  this  or  oilier  subjects.  Now,  Boston  has  for  the 
five  years  last  past  departed  from  the  established 
method  of  helping  her  deserving  poor  in  one  par- 
ticular manner;  and  not  a  single  instance  has  been 
shown  where  it  has  worked  unfavorably  to  anybody, 
but  thousands  of  instances  can  be  cited  where  such 
help  has  directly  and  indirectly  been  greatly  for  the 
advantage  of  the  community,  not  only  in  the  line  of 
humanity,  but  in  an  economical  sense,  as  saving 
to  the  public  expense  the  cost  following  from  crimes 
committed  by  reason  of  p(jverty.  Look  you  to  the 
records  of  the  Chief-of-Police  and  find  whether  I  am 
correct.  Every  word  of  what  I  have  said  and  more 
will  be  proven  by  those  records. 

The  theories  advanced  in  the  statements  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers  in  themselves  may  be  very  prop- 
er, but,  practically  they  fail  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  case.  I  took  occasion  a  few  days  since  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  t,o  the  City  Solicitor  in  order  that  I 
might  obtain  his  reply  in  writing  upon  the  legality  of 
the  city's  furnishing  soup  for  the  poor,  with  special 
reference  to  chapter  one  hundred  and  sixty-five.  Leg- 
islative Acts  of  18B1;  and  I  have  here  his  reply.which 
I  will  read  so  that  I  shall  do  him  no  injustice,  for  I 
have  the  highest  respect  for  his  opinion,  buj.  am  well 
aware  that  on  a  point  of  possible  doubt  he  would 
very  naturally,  and  properly  too,  decide^on  the  safe 
Bide. 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pemberton  square,  Hostpn. 

George  A.  Shaw,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir- -In  my  opinion, 
chapter  105  of  the  acts  of  18fil  does  not  authorize  the 
furnishing  of  soup  as  proposed.  It  provides  for  cer- 
tain specific  things,  and  "other  purposes  of  a  public 
nature."  The  other  purposes  must  be  of  the  same 
general  character  as  those  enumerated.  Besides, 
that  act  by  its  terms  provides  for  matters  not  there- 
tofore provided  for  by  law.  Assistance  for  the  poor 
was  provided  for  before  the  enactment  of  that  stat- 
ute, and  the  mode  of  rendering  it  was  also  provided 
for.    Very  respectfuHy. 

.     .  your  obedient  servant, 

•    J.  P.  Healt. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  me  read  that  act,  chapter 
165.  Legislative  Acts  of  1861: 

"Any  city,  by  vote  of  the  city  council  thereof,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  heretofore  authorized  by  law  to  be  rais- 
ed and  appropriated,  may  appropriate  any  funds  in 
treasury,  or  raise  money  by  taxation,  and  appropriate 
the  same  for  the  providing  of  ;ar?«o?J«LS'  for  the  use 
of  military  companies,  for  the  celebration  of  holi- 
days, and  for  other  puri)pses  of  a  public  nature;  pro- 
vided, that  such  appropriations  shall  be  made  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  each  branch  of 
the  city  council  present,  and  voting  bv  yea  and  nay 
vote,  and  that  the  amount  of  such  appropriations 
made  by  any  city,  in  any  one  year,  shall  not  exceed 
one  fiftieth  of  one  per  cent,  of  its  valuation  for  the 
same  year." 

■  Now,  sir,  one  fiftieth  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  valua- 
tion of  this  year,  the  valuation  bein?  seven  hundred 
millions,  is  a  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars— 
not  one-half  of  which  has  been  spent,  and  there  is 
yet  remaining  in  the  treasury  the  other  half  to  be 
expended  for  purposes  of  a  public  nature.  Now,  sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  1861 
when  this  act  passed,  and  as  it  was  a  matter  of  yery 
general  interest,  the  debate  on  it  is  well  remembered. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  amend  the  act  by  inserting 
"towns"  so  as  to  make  it  apply  to  towns,  but  the 
amendment  did  not  prevail,  "and  it  was  adopted  and 
approved  as  it  now  stands,  intending  that  it  should 
cover  purposes  which  had  nowhere  before  been  pro- 
vided for,  but  for  exigencies  which  might  arise,  and  it 
certainly  admits  of  a  most  liberal  construction.  Mr. 
President,  the  City  Solicitor  has  given  his  opinion, 
as  he  holds  it;  but  there  may  be  those  who  differ 
from  him.  for  even  the  best  judges  ou  the  Supreme 
Bench  often  differ,  and  on  the  most  important  cases. 
But  as  I  understand  the  reason  of  this  opinion,  it  is 
that  "the  act  provides  for  certain  specific  things  and 
other  purposes  of  a  'public  nature,'  "  but  certainly 
It  does  not  sav  of  a  "like  public  nature."  I  wish  my 
egal  friends  here  would  take  special  notice  of  this 

act,  becau  e  I  think  it  is  a  matter  which  they  can 


appreciate.  And  also  that  "the  act  by  its  terms  pro- 
vides for  matters  not  theretofore  provided  for  by 
law.  Assistance  for  the  poor  was  provided  for  before 
the  enactment  of  that  statute,  and  the  mode  of  ren- 
dering it  was  provided  for."  I  admit  all  of  that,  but 
it  does  not  say,  nor  did  it  intend  to  say,  that  no 
further  nor  additional  legislation  shall  be  enacted; 
and  I  have  always  understood  that  as  a  rule  of  prac- 
tice, courts  and  legislative  bodies  always  accept  the 
latest  act  as  law.  It  may  be  presumption  for 
me,  as  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  '  'nor  the  son  of  a  lavy- 
yer,"  to  undertake  to  argue  a  legal  question  be- 
fore this  board;  but,  nevertheless,  I  have  the  right 
to  give  my  opinion  on  a  subject  open  for  discussion. 
Again  it  is  argued  that  the  providing  of  soup  for  the 
poor  is  not  of  a  "public  nature,"  because  it  is  only 
for  a  class  (the  poor),  and  not  for  the  whole  public. 
Now  I  think  that  is  a  fallacy,  an  entire  fallacy,  and 
will  not  stand  the  test  of  investigation  and  scrutiny. 
Now,  what  say  Webster  and  Worcester  both? 
"Public;  ih  general  indistinction  from  private  acts— 
as  the  general  people,  the  general  acts."  Nature — 
What  say  Webster  and  Worcester,  quoting  Dryden, 
"Sort,  kind,  species,  in  the  i^ature  of.  That  is,  par- 
taking of  the  nature  of?"  Now,  if  this  act  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  a  public  measure,  what 
is  it  ?  Because  it  is  only  taken  advantage 
of  by  the  poor,  is  it  thereby  taken  out  of 
the  scile  of  legality  for  the  purposes  proposed? 
Let  me  read  that  again.  "Because  it  is  only  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  poor."  Is  n't  any  public  act  to 
he  partaken  of  by  such  individuals  as  see  fit  to  par- 
take of  it?  It  is  n't  the  whole  public  who  are  bound 
to  do  so,  but  only  those  who  see  fit  to  partase  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  it  is  only  that  the  poor 
shall  partake  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  because 
they  see  fit  to  do  so.  You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  if 
we  see  tit,  may  partake  of  this  soup,  and  I  believe  if 
this  Council  does  not  pass  this  measure,  the  next  one 
will.  Mr.  President,  I  should  like  to  have  the  people  of 
Bosion  vote  upon  this  question,  that  is,  whether  they 
would  sustain  the  view  I  take  upon  it.  Do  you  think 
there  is  a  single  voter  in  this  city  of  ours  of  350,000 
inhabitants,  including  my  friends  from  Charlestown 
who  are  witnessing  our  proceeduigs  touighr,  who 
would  be  mean  enough  to  deposit  in  the  ballot 
box  a  "No"?  I  should  pity  the  man  who  would 
doit,  and  should  advise  him  to  do  as  the  young 
man  did  who  went  West,  and  after  getting 
quite  well  acquainted  there,  wrote  home  lo  his 
father  to  come  out,  saying,  "Mighty  mean  men 
get  office  out  here,  and  I  think  you  would  s^tand  a 
good  chance  if  you  should  come  out."  une  of 
nature's  noblemen,  as  well  as  a  peer  of  the  British 
realm,  Lortt  Brougham,  says,  "It  was  the  boast  of 
Augustus  that  he  found  Rome  of  brick  and  left  it  of 
marble.  How  much  nobler  will  be  the  sovereign's 
boast  when  he  shall  have  it  to  say  that  he  found  law 
dear  and  left  it  cheap— that  he  found  it  a  sealed  book, 
and  left  it  a  living  letter— that  he  found  it  the  patri- 
mony of  the  rich  and  left  it  the  inheritance  of  the 
poor— found  it  the  two-edged  sword  of  craft  and  op- 
pression, and  left  it  the  staff'  of  honesty,  the  shield 
of  innocence."  It  has  been  said  that  what  has  been 
done  in  the  soup  line  for  the  five  years  last  past  has 
been  wholly  illegal,  and  if  attempted  again  an  in- 
junction would  be  asked  for  by  ten  eminent  citizens 
of  Boston  and  the  whole  matter  stopped.  Well,  supt 
pose  the  ten  citizens  do  muster  up  courage  enough 
irom  their  rusty  brains  to  ask  an  injunction  before 
tbey  obtain  it;  thay  may  wish  they  had  followed  the 
advice  of  the  Western  boy  to  his  father  and  followed 
in  the  same  footsteps.  I  think  I  see  these  ten  men  . 
proceeding  to  ask  for  said  injunction,  and  to  illus- 
trate my  idea  let  me  suppose  a  case.  And  in  doing 
so  I  shall  make  use  of  some  portion  of  the  language 
a  gentleman  (not  of  this  branch  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil) used  in  his  speech  against  a  public  park. 
.  Now,  let  u  8  ■  'imagine  tha  great  committee,  well  coat- 
ed and  muffiered  ready  for  December  blasts. as  starting 
off  in  procession  down  the  wide  staircase  of  this  hall, 
they  move  on  for  their  tour  of  inspection  (so  aporo- 
priate  is  their  mission  to  the  season).  See  them  in 
the  main  hall,  doois  open  on  either  side,  and  that  un-' 
impassioned  Treasurer  and  fierce-viiaged  Auditor 
standing  in  the  doorways  to  view  and  hltss  the  part- 
ing train.  What  a  blessingi  The  parties  had  better 
not  h«ar  it." 

Imagine  ten  eminent  citizens  of  Boston,  headed  by 
a  tall  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  with  a  written 
speech  in  his  hand;  on  his  right  "th-it  unimpassioned 
Treasurer,  and  fierce-visaged  Auditor"  on  the  left, 
flanked  by  a  brace  of  ex-ma.yors,  poor  overseers, 
— all,  all,  decked  in  robes  of  sable,  glistening  with 
more  than  Oriental  splendor,  "ready  for  December 
blasts";  imagine  that  grand  army  of  patriots  "'as 
starting  off  in  procession  down  the  wide 
staircase  of  this  hall"  to  the  room  of  the  Su- 
preme    Court.      "What     a     blessing"    will   it   be 
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as  the  grand  leader  unfolds  his  ponderous  port- 
folio, and  proceeds  to  read  to  the  court,  with 
the  refined  diction  of  a  George  Francis  Train  and  the 
eloquent  oratory  of  a  Daniel  Pratt,  one  after  another 
of  those  studied  sentences,  and  to  emphasize  one 
after  another  those  rounded  periods,  and  tiien  to  lis- 
ten in  breathless  silence  to  the  Honorable  Chief-Jus- 
tice as  he  replies  to  them,  "Men  of  Boston!  go  home 
and  study  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  learn  to  do 
unto  others  as  ye  would  that  others  should  do  unto 
you.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  has 
hearts  not  made  of  stone.  You  talk  neither  law  nor 
logic,  charity  nor  humanity."  Your  injunction 
is  refuses!!  Now  look  on  tiiat  picture,  then  on 
this:  And  as  these  antediluvian  malecontents, 
dressed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  pass  from  the 
Court  House  to  their  homes  of  affluence  and 
luxury,  a  poor  widow  begs  a  penny  of  them  for  the 
sustenance  of  her  fatherless  children,  and  she  gets 
this  for  a  reply:  "Before  we  can  do  anything  for  you 
we  must  know  whether  your  late  husband  had  paid 
five  years'  taxes  in  Boston,  and  was  an  American  citi- 
zen," and  heartsick  she  returns  to  her  home  of  pov- 
erty. Which  of  these,  Mr.  President,  think  ye,  as 
here  pictured,  are  God's  chosen  ones? 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  think  we  had  better  take  a 
practical  view  of  this  question,  risk  the  legality  of 
the  action  and  pass  the  order,  and  then  if  any  citi- 
zens want  to  test  it,  let  them  get  an  injunction.  The 
city  can't  be  very  much  injured,  and  I  think  we  had 
hetter  pass  the  order  at  once  and  risk  the  conse- 
quences. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
(iity  has  already  made  suitable  provisions  for  the  poor, 
I  shall  vote  against'  the  order. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  will  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Council  what  I  saw  today  at  the  Chardon- 
street  Bureau.  I  was  there  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
saw  some  dozen  or  lifteen,  one  after  another,  passing 
up  the  steps  and  rapping  at  the  doer,  where  stood  an 
ex-policeman,  who  was  discharged  for  cruelty  to  a 
toy.  Not  one  of  those  applicants  was  admitted. 
Now  if  members  of  this  Council  propose  to  vote  to 
make  poor  people  who  live  in  Dorchester  conxe  to 
this  bureau  to  get  a  pint  of  soup,  I  for  one  don't  pro- 
pose to  do  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Where  the  City  Solicitor 
has  s»  much  experience  in  matter  relating  to  munici- 
pal law,  the  chances  are  that,  when  he  gives  an  opin- 
ion on  a  subject  relating  to  municipal  law,  it  is  right. 
And  yet  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  those 
pressing  emergencies,  and  I  for  one  should  be  un- 
willing to  deprive  the  poor  of  this  very  simple  and 
cheap  relief — when  it  can  be  so  easily  supplied  and  is 
so  accessible  to  them — until  the  question  has  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  And  in 
.this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  that 
court  has  considered  that  in  applications  for  injunc- 
tion it  has  a  discretion,  and  on  some  occasioHS,  if  my 
memory  serves  me  riahtly,  when  applications  have 
been  made  for  injunctions  to  restrain  municipal  ex- 
penditures, the  court,  in  the  exercise  of  that  discre- 
tion, which  they  are  possessed  of,  have  declined  to 
interfere  by  injunctions.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  there 
have  been  such  instances  within  my  recollection. 
Therefore,  while  a  question  may  exist  in  regard  to 
the  legality  of  such  an  expenditure,  while  we  know 
that  relief  will  be  asked  for  and  while  we  kuow  that 
some  improper  persons  wish  to  get  relief,  rather  than 
that  proper  persons  should  go  without  it,  and  while 
we  have  the  testimony  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
2,  which  can  be  listened  to  with  entire  confidence, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  better  way,  on  the  whole,  is 
to  try  and  give  this  relief,  aud  if  we  fail  then  it  will 
turn  out  that  it  is  their  fault  and  not  ours. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  don't  understand  that 
the  question  now  is  that  the  poor  shall  have  soup  at 
the  police  stations  or  no  soup  at  all.  I  do  n't  know  that 
the  question  is  whether  thev  will  get  no  soup  at  all 
or  whether  they  will  have  to  tramp  into  Chardon 
street.  The  question  seems  to  be  whether  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  after  a  confeience 
with  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  should  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  should  b(5  furnished  to  the  poor; 
then  comes  the  question  what  place  they  should  se- 
lect. I  don't  believe  it  is  necessary  to  associate  it 
with  police  stations,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  taken 
for  granted  that  if  we  don't  pass  this  order  to  allow 
$3000  to  be  appropriated  for  soup,  no  relief  will 
be  given.  Thatis.i't  a  fair  statement,  and 
I  don't  think  '  the  reference  should  be  de- 
feated on  that  account.  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Thomas  C.  Amory,  in  which  he  says— 

"The  illegality  resolves  itself  Into  this — that  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  being  devolved  upon  the  Overseers  of 
the  Peor,  the  distribution  of  soup  by  the  police  un- 
der an  order  ef  the  City  Council  may  be  of  doubtful 
legality  or  undoubted  illegality,  but  the  distribution 
of  the  soup  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  at  the  sta- 


tions, with  authority  from  the  City  Council,  wouM 
not  be  open  to  the  same  question." 

If  that  be  so  it  f-eems  to  me  to  be  wiser  for  the 
City  Council  to  authorize  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poo^  to  expend  this  money,  than  that  the 
City  Council  should  undertake  to  do  it  themselves. 
Of  couri-e  that  is  ^?iOT(i:/ade  evidence  that  It  is  ille- 
gal. The  City  Solicitor  says  it  is.  Now,  If  it  is 
illegal  to  spend  this  money  for  the  poor,  it  seems  to 
me  foolish  to  dei-troy  this  opportunity  to  dispense 
this  charity  simply  because  we  have  had  these  charges 
trumped  up  here.  I  was  on  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate charges  against  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  two 
years  ago,  and  they  were  entirely  exonerated.  I  have 
here  an  article  frum  the  Sunday  Courier,  in  which 
this  paragraph  occurs  in  reference  to  the  sentiment 
of  the  poor: 

"For  reasons  that  will  be  sufficiently  obvious  upon 
reflection  it  is  the  policy  or  the  State  to  offer  no  oth- 
er alternative  to  the  non-seltlement  poor  who  can 
hear  the  jounaey  there,  than  the  almshouse.  But  as 
no  mode  is  provided  by  which  such  persons  can  be 
removed  unless  children  or  insane  without  their  con- 
sent except  !is  vagrants,  a  large  number  of  our  most 
needy  poor  who  will  not  s£0  to  Tewksbury  are  left 
without  other  provitsiou  than  private  charity  or  such 
temporary  aid  not  reimbursed  by  the  State  as  comes 
within  the  definition  of  relief  until  removal.  There 
is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  this  signi- 
fies; the  general  aud  prevailing  opinion  being  that 
fuel  and  groceries  in  extreme  case.-  f.)r  a  brief  period 
are  all  that  the  law  sanctions  This  view  seems  to  be 
sustained  by  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council,  whm,  in 
1863,  instructed  the  overseers  that  their  duty  was  to 
make  no  expenditure  for  the  use  of  any  pirson  who 
had  not  a  legal  claim  upon  the  city  for  support  and 
assistance;  and  that  no  sui;h  person  had  such  claim 
to  support  either  in  whole  or  in  part  unless  he  had  a 
legal  !^ettlement  in  Boston.  That  if  a  person  fell 
into  di:^tre>s  here  who  had  a  settlement  elsewhere  in 
the  State,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  overseers  to  afford 
him  temporary  relief  at  the  expense  of  the  town  in 
which  he  had  his  settlement;  aud  if  he  had  no  such 
settlement  then  they  ought  forthwith  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  him  removed  to  one  of  the 
State  almshouses.  No  other  mode,  as  already  stated, 
is  known  to  exist  for  such  removal  except  by  com- 
plaiiit  under  the  vagrant  law,  which  in  many  cases, 
would  be  gross  inhumanity." 

It  seems  sir,  that  if  those  instructions  from  the 
City  Council  to  the  Overse"rs  of  the  Poor  have  never 
been  rescinded,  it  is  the  Council  and  not  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  who  are  responsible  for  any  distress 
that  may  arise  therefrom.  I  think  it  is  better  that 
we  should  not  fling  insinuations  at  otticers  whom  we 
have  ourselves  elected.  If  there  is  anything  wrong 
let  it  be  investigated;  if  there,  is  anything  wrong  let 
the  City  Council  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  a  change 
in  the  law  in  relation  to  a  settlement  of  the  poor  or 
for  a  change  in  the  law  in  relation  to  the  method  of 
relief.    I  hope  the  reference  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3 — I  did  n't  propose  to  say  any- 
thing further,  but  it  is  an  (jld  saying  that  ever\  body 
is  not  born  with  a  silver  spoon  in  his  mouth.  The 
gentleman  talks  about  Tewksbury  Almshouse  for 
the  poor.  If  he  will  follow  the  doings  of  the  Tewks- 
bury Almshouse  arrangement,  he  will  find  that  if  a 
poor  man  goes  there  he  will  be  liable  to  get  sentenced 
for  two  years.  Then  the  gentleman  talks  about 
flinging  insinuations  against  the  oflicers.  There  is 
not  One  word  I  have  uttered  but  what  I  would  wish 
published.  I  stand  by  what  I  say  aud  they  are  facts. 
I  don't  think  there  is  much  need  of  making  any  talk 
about  a  few  thousand  dollars,  and  I  think  there 
are  members  of  this  Council  and  the  other 
branch  who  will  subscribe  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  gentleman  says  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  can  distribute  this  money,  but  the  gentleman 
don't  say  that  certain  parties  who  will  have  to  estab- 
lish the  places  will  eat  up  the  three  thousand  dollars 
before  the  people  get  it.  Now  the  kettles  are  all  pre- 
pared, the  police  are  happy  to  distribute  this  soup. 
Now,  the  question  is  whether  it  is  n't  best  for  the 
Council  to  give  the  whole  of  this  appropriation  to  the 
poor.  No  matter  if  a  man  is  passing  through  this 
city  and  is  needy,  why,  pass  bim  by.  What  I  say  to- 
day has  convinced  me:  That  man  who  was  dis- 
charged from  the  police  of  Boston  was  tending  that 
door;  if  he  was  not  fit  to  be  on  the  pollcti  force,  he 
was  not  fit  to  stand  there  and  say  who  was  an  object 
of  charity.  Then  the  gentleman  says  it  is  a  fling;  if 
he  will  go  and  look  back  at  the  name  on  that 
document  he  will  know  that  the  man  was 
formerly  an  assessor  of  Boston  and  was 
placed  there  by  friends.  My  living  and  what  I  pos- 
sess has  been  made  by  brains  and  muscle;  I  have 
heen  in  this  City  Government  many  years,  and  I 
know  the  working  of  it,  and  I  tell  vou  that  the  affairs 
of  this  city  are  managed  by  men  who  can't   earn  a 
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living  by  their  brains  or  muscle,  and  they  are  put  in- 
to these  positions  by  their  friends.  They  are  not 
competent  to  stand  there.  If  the  city  is  to  give  a 
man  aid,  give  it  to  him  and  let  him  go  on — not  time 
him  by  the  bell.  I  am  ready  to  stand  here  and  give 
$100  if  anybody  else  is  willing,  and  here  are  two 
others  beside  me  who  will  do  the  same.  We  can 
raise  the  money  here  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — The  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  says  cases  have  been  trumped  up.  I  can  state 
cases  of  my  own  knowledge.  No  longer  than  a  few 
days  ago  a  woman  met  me  and  a  reporter  who  sits 
over  there  at  that  table,  and  asked  for  help,  and  that 
kind-hearted  reporter  gave  her  some  money  to  take 
her  to  the  Charity  Bureau;  she  applied  there  for 
assistance  and  got  nothing — got  nothing,  sir;  and 
a  kind-hearted  lady  whom  I  can  name  here,  and  to 
whom  the  case  was  reported  by  me,  took  that  wom- 
an in  charge  and  provided  for  her  wants.  The  reas- 
on why  she  was  refused  was  the  fact  that  it  could 
not  be  ascertained  that  her  father  had  paid  five 
years'  taxes  in  Boston.  And  this  case  having 
been  reported  in  the  newspapers,  money  has  been 
sent  in  a  seMled  envelone,  received  and  applied  for 
the  object  designed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Trav- 
eller. Now,  sir,  I  can  tell  you  of  a  case  that  occurred 
today,  and  then  let  the  gentleman  rise  and  say  that 
cases  are  trumped  np  and  brought  here  for  aay  such 
purpose.  I  say  such  a  charge  is  inhuman  and  inde- 
cent—I repeat  it,  sir.  it  is  inhuman  and  indecent.  A 
case  occurred  in  which  tlje  Overseers  of  the  Poor  did 
furnish  a  poor  man  of  Boston  with  two  dollars  and 
he  spent  it  for  his  sustenance.  In  twenty-four 
hours  a  kind-hearted  lady  gave  him  the  money 
to  return  the  amount  to  the  overseers  and  that 
board  refused  to  take  that  man's  name  from 
the  record  of  paupers,  and  he  stands 
there  today,  with  his  aame  as  a  pauper, 
winh  the  two  dollars  returned  to  that  institution. 
Now  think  of  Ward  6,  which  the  gentleman  repre- 
sents in  part — and  I  thank  God  only  in  part — which 
has  elected  a  woman  to  the  School  Committee,  and  I, 
for  one,  intend  to  do  my  best  to  get  a  woman  on  that 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  a  kind-hearted  wom- 
an who  knows  the  wants  of  the  poor,  it  is  not  with- 
in the  line  of  propriety  for  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  to  rise  here  and  say  cases  have  been  trumped  up.  Why 
sir,  I  can  bring  instance  after  instance  of  extreme 
poverty  which  have  been  relieved  only  by  individual 
contributions  after  they  have  been  refused  by  this 
inhuman  board.  I  repeat  it,  it  is  an  inhuman  board, 
for  it  is  the  duty  of  that  board  to  sunpresslinhumani- 
ty.  I  care  not  whether  it  is  an  ex-Mayor  or  the 
meanest  and  poorest  man  in  Ward  5  where  I  live,  who 
is  the  member,  I  say  it  is  inhuman  also  for  gentle- 
men to  rise  here  and  make  such  statements.  Give 
me  a  man  of  heart,  whether  he  is  born  in  Amer- 
ica, Ireland  or  Germany;  I  care  not  for  his 
nationality  or  his  color,  but  give  me  a  man  with 
"human  blood  in  his  veins."  as  I  once  before  re- 
marked. Now,  sir,  I  speak  with  some  degree  of  fer- 
vor upon  this  matter,  because  I  think  it  is  due  to  the 
exigencies  of  this  occasion— because  I  think  we  rep- 
resent a  constituency  of  Boston  and  should  do  what 
we  have  a  perfect  right  to  do,  and  what  I  believe  it  is 
right  to  do,  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  The  honorable  City  Solicitor 
has  decided  this  point  in  the  same  way  in  which  he 
has  before  decided  matters  in  which  there  is  doubt- 
in  favor  of  the  city.  But  let  that  matter  go  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  there  is  n't  a  courtjin  the.  land 
but  will  decide  that  this  act  will  admit  of  a  liberal 
construction.  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  said  be- 
fore, that  this  matter  is  of  a,  public  nature.  There 
is  n't  a  man  in  this  room  who  can  rise  in  his  place  and 
show  it  is  not  a  public  matter.  I  trust  the  Council  will 
excuse  me  for  speaking  with  some  ardor.and  I  wouldn't 
do  it  except  for  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  who  said  cases  have  been  trumped 
up  here,  while  cases  have  been  stated  by  my- 
self and  others  of  the  suffering  that  is  endured  by 
citizens  of  this  city.  Yesterday  morning  there  were 
discharged  from  employment  several  men  whose 
subsistence  depends  upon  the  two  dollars  per  day 
they  get  from  the  city.  This  is  a  notorious  fact. 
Now  where  are  they  to  get  their  subsistence?  I  have 
today  been  trying  to  get  employment  in  the  Navy 
Yard  for  parties  discharged  from  the  city,  and  I  found 
Mr.  Pook,  the  naval  constructor,  and  the  heads  of 
departments  willing  to  employ  parties,  notwithstand- 
iuK^the  fact  that  there  was  very  little  work  to  do.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  take  a  tithe  of  his 
time  and  inquire  into  the  wants  of  the  people  of  his 
district,  he  never  will  say  that  those  charges 
were  trumped  up.  I  only  say  this  to  the 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  this  is  no 
falJacy,  and  that  the  people  of  Boston, who  are  kind- 


hearted  and  generous,  are  calling  attention  to  it  day 
by  day,  and  they  are  contributing  to  it  from  their 
own  purses.  There  are  thousands  who  are  willing  to 
partake  of  the  soup  which  the  city  furnishes,  but  are 
unwilling  to  beg  from  door  to  door.  I  could  enumer- 
ate instance  after  instance  where  the  city  of  Boston 
can  save  thousands  of  dollars  by  preventing  crime, 
the  consequence  of  poverty.  Day  after  day  the 
records  of  the  courts  will  show  you  that  crime  i& 
committed  by  reason  of  poverty,  and  the  expense 
of  it  is  to  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston 
and  that  poverty  and  hunger  might  be  al- 
leviated by  the  provisions  which  are  proposed  in 
this  order.  Now,  sir,  I  say  it  is  not  only  a  matter  of 
humanity,  but  a  measure  of  economy  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  provide  the  poor  with  this  small  pittance. 
And  I  shall  repeat,  at  the  risk  of  being  called  foolish 
for  arguing  against  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
that  I  believe  the  Supreme  Court  will  decide  in  favor 
of  the  constitutionality  of  this  law.  It  will  be  de- 
clared  lei»al  and  constitutional. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2— Perhaps  from  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  said,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
state  that  I  can  prove  whatever  I  have  said.  In  re- 
gard to  insinuations,  I  am  not  willing  to  take  from 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  one  particle  of  credit, 
but  I  must  say  that — 

"For  ways  that  are  dark 

And  tricks  that  are  vain, 

The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  Is  peculiar." 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — Assuming  that  wo  are  all 
willing  to  do  something  for  the  poor,  after  listening 
to  the  long  speeches  this  evening,  would  it  not  be  best 
not  to  defeat  the  resolution  before  us.  but  to  pass  it 
and  let  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  the  soup  houses,  and  then 
vote  upon  it  after  hearing  the  report?  If  we  defeat 
this  order  the  whole  thing  will  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  order  went  to  the  other  board  and  was  defeated 
there.  Now  we  have  from  the  orher  board  this  ref- 
erence and  recommendation,  in  which  I  hope  we 
shall  concur,  with  the  amendment,  which  I  shall 
offer.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words,  "consider  the 
expediency  of  establishing,"  and  insert  the  word 
"establish." 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  am  opposed  to  the  gentle- 
man's amendment  clean  through.  If  he  will  tell  this 
Council  why  we  need  to  refer  it  to  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  to  consider  the  need  of  establishing  what 
we  have  already  in  the  istation  houses,  I  will  vote  for 
this  amendment.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment  is  incurring  a  bill  of  expense  to 
do  what  we  have  already,  and  we  don't  need  another 
institution  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — My  amendment  is  intended 
not  that  there  shall  be  new  places  provided,  but  that 
they  shall  establish  them  in  places  at  their  discre- 
tion. I  am  quite  willing  to  leave  the  question  of 
selecting  the  places  to  this  committee  of  this  Coun- 
cil. If  you  defeat  this  reference  you  will  defeat  the 
whole  thing. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2 — If  this  order  is  illegal  I  can't 
see  hew  the  amendment  is  to  make  it  legal.  Fur- 
thermore, I  believe  that  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  have  enough  to  do.  I  don't  believe  m 
so  much  red  tape  in  the  giving  away  of  a 
bowl  of  soup.  There  are  so  many  instances  of  red 
tape  witli  the  overseers  that  I  don't  believe  in  bur- 
dening them  any  more.  If  the  present  system  is 
a  success  I  can't  see  how  the  amendment  wifl  do  any- 
thing to  make  the  matter  legal,  if  it  is  illegal  now. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— If  the  gentleman  is  puzzled 
on  the  question  of  legality,  I  can't  see  how  we  can 
fail  to  pass  the  order,  after  the  speeches  which  have 
been  made  on  either  side.  That  objection  don't  pre- 
vail in  this  Council. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— As  I  said  before,  I  don't 
know  whether  it  is  legal  or  not.  I  have  said  that  I 
shall  vote  for  it  if  it  is  illegal,  and  I  believe  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  will  support  us. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  read  a  portion  ef  the  ex- 
tract above  quoted,  and  thought  the  amendment  was 
open  to  the  same  objection  as  the  original  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12-1  should  like  to  suggest  or 
propose  an  amendment,  so  that  it  will  read  "to  estab- 
lish at  the  several  police  stations." 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  have  no  objection.  I 
accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  have  my  doubts  now,  if 
the  gentleman's  amendment  should  prevail,  whether 
the  poor  v-ill  get  any  help.  I  know  that  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  will  not  establish  the  soup  houses. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  not  pass  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  ask  the  question 
whether  we  have  power  to  Instruct  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
order  will  not  instruct  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  as 
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the  inptructions  are  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers 
of  the  Poor.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  pass  the 
order  to  instruct  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— If  we  pass  the  order  to  in- 
struct the  committee,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
them  from  goint;  and  establishing  the  soup  houses. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— It  seems  to  me  that  if  we 
pass  this  amendment,  we  take  it  from  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  and  give  it  to  the  Committee  on  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor.  It  don't  matter  to  me  how  It  is 
done,  so  it  is  done.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted. 


The  amendment  was  carried,  and  the  Council  con 
curred  in  the  reference  as  amended, 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  would  inquire  how  the 
vote  making  the  appropriation  stands.  I  forget 
whether  we  passed  the  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  President— The  Chair  believes  that  the  original 
order  Instructing  another  committee  to  expend  this 
money,  is  now  pending  in  the  other  branch,  being  on 
the  table.    Th's  now  goes  down  in  addition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    13,    1873. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.  today, Alderman  Cutter, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

EXKCUTIVE  APPOINTMENT  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police— Robert  Evans,  Chapel  of  Good 
Shepherd  and  Huntington  Hou.-e. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Erskiii  &  Bennett,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  twelve 
additional  horses  on  corner  Meridian  and  Butaw 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Sawyer,  Jameson  & 
Cook,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  betterment 
on  Stouiiliton  and  other  streets. 

To  tiie  Committee  on.  Paving.  David  R.  Whitney  & 
Co.  et  at..,  fur  a  sidewalk  on  Milk  street,  between  the 
Post  Office  and  Oliver  street. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  John  Roessle,  administrator  of  John 
Eoessle,  $39,414  15.  On  account  of  widening  of  P.yn- 
cheou  street,  and  $17,132  75,  on  accouut  of  widening 
of  Washington  street. 

Severally  passed. 

THE   ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebhins  submitted  the  following: 

I'he  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this  city  on  the 
ninth  instant,  for  mayor  and  aldermen  and  for  one 
street  comuiissioner,  have  attended  to  that  duty  aid 
report,  that  the  returns  appear  to  be  properly  made 
and  the  results  are  coriectly  recorded  in  the  book 
kept  for  that  purpose,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
following  persons,  having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have 
been  duly  chosen  for  lliei"-  respective  offices: 

Mayor — Samuel  C.  Cohb. 

Aldermen— Leonard  R.  Cutler,  John  T.  Clark, 
Jarat-s  Power,  Solomon  B.  Stebbins,  Alanson  Bige- 
low,  Hiiam  Emery,  Andrew  J.  Hall,  Thomas  B.  Har- 
ris, Francis  A.  Peters,  William  F.  Brooks,  Charles  J, 
Prescott,  Roland  Worthingt.m, 

Street  Commissioner  (for  three  years)— Joseph 
Smith. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk  be 
directed  to  notify  the  above-named  persons  of  their 
election. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins,  ) 

James  Power,  >•  Committee. 

Thomas  Gaffield,        ) 

The  report  was  accepted. 

reports  of  committees. 

Alderman  Clark,  trom  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  an  order  to  pay  Martin  M.  Rogers  $129  55 
for  land  takei.  from  Mary  Tucker,  by  the  widening 
of  Cottage  street. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Stree's, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  William 
Childs,  for  more  pay  for  land  taken  at  the  corner  of 
Third  and  Emerson  streets.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  applications  of  Ed- 
wa  d  Dalen,  John  O'Hare,  T.  &  W.  Glynn,  Adeline 
P.  Fliinrlers.  and  heirs  of  William  Brigham,  to  erect 
and  occupy  stables.    Severally  accepted. 

HOME    FOR  THE  POOR. 

On  motion  of  .-ilderman  Hulbert,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  as.^ignmeiit,  the  order  to  purchase  the 
Au.-iin  farm  for  a  home. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  will  only  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  for  a  few  moments.  Mr.  Bradt  call- 
ed upim  me  after  thp  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  show- 
ed me  that  an  incorrect  impression  would  be  created 
by  a  little  iiinission  which  I  myself  had  not  observ- 
ed If  the  Board  will  allow  me,  I  will  refer  to  it.  I 
referred  to  the  purchase  of  the  Bradt  farm,  and  its 
beitig  resold,  and  then  I  am  informed  that  the  first 
price  named  war<  $200,000,  and  during  the  year  the 
price  has  decreased  to  $75,000.  It  did  n't  occur  to  me 
that  not  quite  all  of  the  original  tract  was  proposed 
to  be  reconveyed  to  the  city.  I  told  Mr..Bradt  that 
I  was  under  a  wrong  impresmon  which"  might  be 
corrected.  Furthermore,  Mr.  Bradt  took  no  excep- 
tions to  the  other  remarks  I  made.  I  will  explain  to 
the  Board.  Of  the  land  which  Mr.  Bradt  does  not 
propose  to  transfer  to  the  city,  are  twelve  acres  on 
Woodward  street,  for  which    Mr.  Woodward  paid 


$2800  and  resold  to  Mr.  Bradt  for  $6530.  The  case 
stands  like  this.  There  were  conveyed  in  all  to  Mr. 
Biadt  about  forty-four  or  five  acres  of  upland,  and 
about  twenty  four  acres  of  meadow  land;  he  reserved 
seven  acres  of  upland  and  twelve  acres  of  meadow 
land.  The  city  gets  about  twelve  acres  of  meadow 
land  «nd  thirty-seven  of  upland.  I  will  say  a 
few  words  more  upon  this  subject,  and  not 
tiouble  the  Board  further.  In  what  I  have 
said  I  have  intended  to  be  perfectly  candid, 
and  truthful,  so  that  no  wrong  impression  should  be 
created.  I  also  want  to  refer  to  another  thing. 
Some  have  got  the  impression  from  the  remarks  I 
made  here  at  the  last  meeting  that  I  am  not  suf- 
ficiently regardful  of  the  comfort  of  the  class  re- 
ferred to,  and  in  rejecting  (me  sit«  I  undervalue  the 
comforts  of  the  poor.  I  wish  to  state  here  that  I  am 
open  to  no  such  criticism.  In  all  that  I  have  stated 
I  have  been  duly  reL'ardftil  of  the  comforts  of  th^ 
poor  in  the  kind  of  bnildinir  and  conveniences  to  be 
furnished.  I  have  not  omitted  to  consider  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  poor  and  their  friends, 
and  I  will  give  you  the  reasons  why.  The  place  that 
I  propose,  as  compared  with  the  one  referred  to  in 
the  order,  is  within  one  mile  of  a  large  town;  it  is 
on  the  line  of  a  railway  where  the  cars  are  passing 
every  hour  in  the  day.  I  think.  It  is  capabie  of  be- 
ing made  very  pleasant  and  beautiful.  The  variety 
of  scenery  around  it  is  great  and  it  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated for  the  inmates  of  the  instituliira  to  occupy 
when  the  grounds  are  put  in  good  order.  Give  me 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and  I  will  make  that  place  look 
beautiful.  I  have  in  mind  the  comfort  of  these  peo- 
ple because  I  want  to  place  the  institution  where 
their  friends  can  go,  comfortably  and  convenient- 
ly, in  any  season  of  the  year,  and  visit  the  in- 
mates. In  order  that  gentlerren  may  understand 
how  important  that  is,  I  will  state  that  the  pro- 
portion of  friends  visiting  paupers  at  such  an 
institution,  as  compared  with  the  number 
visiting  reformatory  institutions  is  as  three  to  one, 
for  this  reason:  in  reformatory  institutions  only  one 
ticket  can  be  issued  at  a  time,  while  whole  families 
are  allowed  to  visit  the  paupers  at  a  time.  Another 
thing,  which  is  very  important,  is  that  aged  persons 
may  be  able  to  visit  the  paupfrs.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant thing.  Take  the  next  six  months  in  this  cold 
climate— they  must  be  placed  so  that  their  aged 
friends  can  no  there  as  comfortably  and  conveniently 
on  land  as  they  can  go  to  Deer  Island.  Therefore,  I 
have  n't  ignored  the  comfort  of  the  poor  in  all  that  I 
have  proposed,  and  I  fail  to  see  that  I  am  not  correct. 
I  waut  to  repeat  just  one  thing  that  I  have  stated  be- 
fore. I  have  no  point  to  carry  in  this  thing;  it  is  just 
as  clear  to  me  in  the  policy  of  the  city  as  anything  I 
have  ever  been  called  upon  to  do  in  my  life.  I 
have  conversed  with  many  persons,  and  I  have 
been  told  that  it  is  indispensable,  in  carrying  out 
this  thing,  that  it  must  be  put  upon  the  line  of 
a  good  railroad,  and  one  gentleman  said  to  me  that 
when  the  city  comes  to  pay  the  bills  for  transporta- 
tion they  will  see  it. 

I  have  found  upon  my  desk  a  letter  from  a  person 
with  whom  I  never  conversed  on  the  subject,  fully 
iadorsing  what  I  have  said.  If  I  should  give  the 
name  it  would  carry  weight  with  it.  Now,  eentle 
men,  I  don't  insist  upon  the  lot  I  propose.  Give  me 
another  just  as  good,  and  I  will  go  for  it.  I  have 
travelled  about  a  good  deal,  and  have  not  found  as 
good  a  lot  on  any  railroad  as  this,  and  therefore  I 
am  willing  to  state  here  that  that  lot  will 
answer— will  for  all  time,  answer  the  purposes 
of  the  city.  I  am  willing  to  have  that  go  upon 
record  as  my  opinion.  Almost  everywhere  you  gO' 
you  find  the"  neighbors  object  to  the  location  of 
such  an  institution  close  to  them;  the  railroads  don't 
want  it.  When  you  come  to  find  a  site  on  the  rail- 
road you  will  find  yourselves  blocked  at  every  cor- 
ner. I  know  of  no  other  locality  that  has  as  much 
that  is  desirable  as  this.  I  will  sav  further  that  I 
never  have  objected  to  the  Austin  farm  on  account 
of  its  beautiful  site.  There  is  no  doibt  about  that. 
I  don't  object  to  that,  but  I  do  object  to  taking  it  be- 
cause it  has  not  those  other  facilities  which  apply  to 
the  inmates,  and  to  their  friends,  to  the  city,  to  all 
that  appertains  to  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the 
iristitution  in  the  matter  of  economy,  and  to  t.ie 
city  officials  who  are  to  have  charge  of  it  for 
years  to  come.  This  Austin  farm  is  situated  where 
It  will  not  have  a  railroad  for  many  years  to  come. 
I  went  over  the  ground  last  night.  A  very  large  ex- 
tra expense  must  be  made;  there  is  no  mistake 
about  that.  That  is  all  I  have  to  sav,  Mr.  Chairman 
It  is  simply  a  business  transaction.  If  we  make  the 
place  I  recommend  attractive,  it  is  just  as  desirable 
as  the  Austin  farm.  It  can  be  nut  in  attractive 
shape  ;  it  is  feasible,  desirable  and"  ectmomical  and 
easy  to  be  carried  on.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
plain  case,  and  upon  that  I  take  my  position. 
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BOAiiD       OF       ALI^EIIM  EN, 


■  Alderman  Power — I  did  n't  mean  to  say  anything 
upon  thii;  t^ubject  this  afte.riioun,  aud  1  would  not 
row  weie  it  iiot  for  the  effects  of  the  remarks  marie 
on  a  former  occasicm  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken  oi]  tliis  Mibject.  1  don't  mean  to  say — I  don't 
think— that  he  liad  any  intention  of  maliiiuing  the 
cliaracter  of  ;£einlemeii  iuiere<ted  in  this  purchase, or 
injuriiiji:  them  in  any  way.  But  his  remarks  have  had 
a  great  tendency  tn  injure  them,  and  the  Boston 
Journal,  of  which  I  have  a  copy  in  my  hand,  in  its 
remarks  im  the  next  day,  contaiued  the  same  imprts- 
sioii  and  Ci>nve.\ed  it  to  the  puolic— which  impre.-sioa 
is,  that  giulleinen  have  been  triiiig  to  put  this  prop- 
erty upon  the  city  at  an  exorbitant  piice.  And  all 
this  ha.«  l)een  brought  m  here  to  prejiiilice  us  to  act 
UMfavoral)ly  <m  the  Austin  farm.  This,  is  what  the 
Journal  says: 

"Alderman  Hulbert  made  an  able  expose  yesterday 
afternoon  of  the  condition  of  the  proposed  Home  for 
the  Poor,  stating  some  tacls  which  inrlicale  that  an 
effort  has  failed  to  perpetrate  a  greiit  wron;;  had  the 
original  price  named  for  the  proposed  estate  been 
accepted.  If  some  i^enflcraeu  figure  in  an  unenvi- 
able light,  they  have  oi'ly  themselves  to  thank  for  ir. 
In  view  of  tlie  tact  thai,  a  better  estate,  wldch  will 
cost  the  city  less  money  and  is  far  mme  eligibly  lo- 
cated, can  be  secured,  ought  to  be  siiiiicieur.  reason 
for  at  once  abandoning  all  consideration  of  the  Aus- 
tin farm.  *  *  *  While  there  may  be  more  or  less 
sympathy  felt  foi'  the  unforiunate  owners,  it  is  very 
clear  that  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  wash  its  hands 
at  once  of  a  locaiion  which  is  tinged  with  such  urave 
suspicions  of  an  attempt  to  put  up  a  first-class  job." 

N'./vv,  sir,  who  are  iliese  gentlemen  who  figure  in 
an  unenviable  light?  It  certainly  must  convey  the 
impressicMi  that  the  committee  who  have  had  this 
Kiatter  in  ctiMrae  must  stand  in  an  unenviable  lii:ht 
before  the  public.  Since  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
have  a  seat  In  this  Board  I  have  thought  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  committee  appointed  in  this  City  Gov- 
ernment whose  character  stood  above  suspicion  it 
was  this  committee.  1  have  felt  that  here  was  a 
committt'e  that  was  above  su  <piciou  of  bribery.  And 
BOW  here  is  a  statement  that  makes  this  couimittee 
"stand  in  an  unenviable  light."  An  impression  has 
prevailed  that  that  same  property  which  was  first  of- 
fered for  $200,000  is  now  offered  to  the  city  lor  :J;75,- 
000.  But  the  gentleman  has  explained  his  remarks, 
and  so  far  tliat  is  right.  Now,  sir,  I  want 
to  say  that  the  very  first  estate  offered 
to  the  committee  was  the  ''Ward  farm,"  so  called, 
owned  by  K.  A.  Ballon.  It  was  deeded  by  deed  re- 
corded in  Sutt'olk  Kegistry  by  F.  J.  Ward  and  others, 
and  conveyed  to  Samuel  VVheelock,  for  more  than  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  about  fifty  acres  of 
land,  and  I  think  this  committee  will  agiee  with  me 
that  fifty  acres  of  the  Bradt  farm  is  worth  fully  as 
much  as  that.  That  farm  was  offered  at  ten  cents 
per  foot,  tliat  being  the  lowest  price,  and  yet  whea 
the  gentlemen  were  asked  to  make  some 
concessi(ms  to  tlie  city  of  Boston,  they 
said  no.  Now,  contrasting  this  action  with 
that  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Austin  farm, 
it  appears  as  if  somebody  else  was  trying  to  put  up  a 
job  on  the  city.  'I'liis  land  was  houiiht  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Austin  farm  was,  when  people  were 
run  crazy  about  land.  Everywhere  land  was  bought 
at  high  prices,  and  the  sales  were  made  in  good  faith. 
So  if  the  gentleman  will  look  into  this  matter  he  will 
see  that  there  is  nofliiin;  which  should  prejudice  this 
purchase.  The  owners  of  this  property  stand  in  the 
community  as  good  as  the  gentleman  from  the  High- 
land District.  If  tbey  don't  happen  to  beworihas 
much  money  as  myself  or  the  gentleman,  they  are 
entitled  to  as  much  respect.  They  wanted  to  sell 
this  land,  anfl  as  t'leir  chances  of  selling  it  grew 
less  and  less,  and  the  value-  had  declined,  they 
offered  it  for  less,  as  they  wanted  the  money. 
Where  is  there  a  merchant  in  this  city  who 
has  n't  dtme  the  same  thing  ?  I  have  done 
the  same  thintf  myself  in  business.  I  hHVe  sold 
merchaiinise  for  .fSO.Ouo  that  could  n't  be  bought  for 
$B0, 000  today.  It  is  the  experience  of  every  gentle- 
nnin  who  owns  land  in  the  outlying  districts.  So 
there  should  n't  be  a  wrong  impression  coi.veyed, 
thit  this  land  has  been  offered  to  the  city  for  a  less 
price  th.n  at  first.  But  there  is  a  great  wrong  done 
here.  I  know  the  gentleman  would  not  do  anj thing 
to  injure  me  or  insinuate  that  I  am  doing  wrong  in 
advo(-ating  this  place  I  am  glad  for  tlie  interest  of 
'the  city  that  we  wailed  and  walled,  and  now  the  city 
is  going  to  [iet  the  benefit  <if  this  fall  in  the  price  of 
land.  Now,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  will  not  do  to 
wait  any  lonuer,  I  advocate  the  purchase  of  the 
Austin  farm  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  seveu  out 
of  eight  of  the  committee  advocate  it.  Now.  the 
gentleman  says  no  man  of  common  sense  will  take  it 
as  a  gift  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  Now,  I  grant  that 
the  gentleman  who  made  use  of  that  expression  has  a 


full  measure  of  common  sense,  but  I  don't  think  he 
-  has  absorbedall  of  it  in  the  community.  I  think  this 
committee  have  a  full  measure  of  common  sense,  and 
seven  out  of  eight  of  them  advocate  the  purchase  of 
the  Austin  farm.  Now,  I  don't  believe  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Journal  vi'ould  cause  such  an  asper- 
sion upon  my  character,  "Some  gentlemen  figure  in 
an  unenviable  ;;light,  and  they  have  only  themselves 
to  thank  for  it.""  I  have  advocated  the  purchase  of 
,■  the  Austin  farm  for  $130,000  and  do  I  "stand  in  an 
unenviable  light"?  There  was  a  time  when  it  would 
have  biought  that  amount  in  market  The  gentle- 
man says  it  is  indispensable  that  a  place  should  be 
easy  of  access.  Now,  sir,  the  Austin  farm  can  be 
reached  as  easily  as  the  other — you  can  go  on  foot 
and  get  there  before  you  could  go  to  the  other  place 
by  rail.  And  the  gentleman  speaks  of  the  poor  who 
wish  to  visit  fheir  friends.  Why,  the  great  reason 
why  poor  people  wished  to  have  the  institution  re^ 
moved  from  Deer  Island  was,  that  they  might 
go  there  without  cost.  Why,  you  can  go 
to  the  Austin  even  if  you  have  no  money.  There  is 
no  depot  there,  it  is  true.  The  gentleman  says  there 
will  be  a  depot  at  the  place  he  names — he  says 
he  has  heard  that  there  is  to  be  a  depot  there  soon. 
I  have  heard  that  there  is  to  be  a  branch  of  the  Boa- 
ton  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  by  the  Austin  farm. 
Another  thing,  I  say  the  city  can't  afford  to  buy  the 
place  named  by  the  gentleman,  from  matter  of  econ- 
omy, for  it  will  cost  as  much  to  place  it  in  good  con- 
dition as  it  will  to  buy  the  Austin  farm.  As  I  said 
before,  I  didn't  want  to  say  anything  more  about  the 
Austin  farm,  and  I  should  not  were  it  not  for  the 
article  in  this  paper.  It  has  conveyed  the  impres- 
sion that  the  gentlemen  advocating  the  Austin  farm 
had  bad  motives;  it  was  calculated  to  do  them  an  in- 
jury aud  to  injure  the  gentlemen  who  own  the  prop- 
erty. That  is  all.  I  only  wished  to  express  my  opm- 
ioii  on  this  article.  I  hope  this  order  will  take  its 
second  reading  this  afternoon,  but  if  any  gcntiemaa 
is  not  prepared  to  vote,  and  would  like  it  postponed 
until  next  Monday,  as  the  Council  does  not  meet  be- 
fore then,  I  have  no  objection  to  that  if  any  one 
wishes  it. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  would  like  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  how 
much  additional  accommodations  there  areat  Charles- 
town,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  for  the  care  of  the 
poor. 

Alderman  Hulbert — There  are  no  accommodations 
at  West  Roxbury  and  none  at  Brighton.  There  is  a 
poor-farm  at  Brighton,  on  which  there  is  a  moderate- 
sized  dwelling,  where  twenty  or  thirty  people  can 
live.  The  town  of  Brighton  found  itcheaperto  sup- 
port their  poor  in  another  way.  The  city  of  Charles- 
town  have  a  home  for  the  poor.  I  would  simply  say, 
in  reference  to  what  the  Alderman  said,  that  Mr. 
Badt  told  me  that  he  felt  that  my  statement  was, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  su^h  as  he  could  not 
take  exception  to,  except  the  statement  I 
referred  to  before.  I  took  as  much  pains  as 
could  l)e  possible  not  to  reflect  upon  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee.  But  every  member 
of  the  committee  has  seen  the  pressure  that  has  been 
brought  to  bear  during  the  last  year.  I  said  to  Mr. 
Bradt  "that  is  not  my  way,"  and  he  said  "such 
things  were  generally  done  that  way."  I  took 
especial  pains  not  to  im;)ute  anything  unfavorable  to 
tlie  committee.  When,  in  my  position  as  chairman, 
I  found  that  I  differed  with  the  committee  I  was  led 
to  look  very  carefully  over  the  matter.  But  when  I 
deem  it  my  duty  I  can't  give  up,  though  I  am 
generally  readv  to  change  my  convictions  when 
suilicient  proof  is  offered.  Knowing  what  I  know, 
and  passinir  through  what  I  have  on  this  question, 
I  have  n't  skill  enough  to  make  my  statements  more 
delicate  than  I  did.  1  stated  those  facts  that  I  knew, 
but  without  sMtire. 

Alderman  Qiiincy— My  first  impulse  on  hearing  of 
this  astonishing  fall  in  real  estate  was  to  vote  against 
the  purcliase  on  any  terms,  for  it  seemed  to  me  as  if 
the  inference  could  not  be  avoided  that  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  obtain  an  inflated  and  exorbitant 
price  from  the  city,  and  in  my  view  of  the  relations 
which  we  hold  to  the  money  of  the  taxpayers,  I  felt 
as  a  guardian  might  on  finding  that  a  plan  had  been 
made  to  get  the  better  of  his  ward.  It  seemed  as  if 
it  was  our  duly  to  discourage  such  attempts  by  re- 
fusing to  deal  on  any  terms  with  those  by  whom 
they  had  been  made.  But  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
gentlemen  more  cimversant  with  the  subject,  and 
whom  A'e  all  trust,  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  such 
attempt  should  be  inferred,  and  that  if  made  it  has 
certainly  failed,  and  that  we  are  now  dealing  in  faet 
with  other  parties,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  pur- 
chase because  it  seems  to  me  that  it  cannot  fail  to  be 
a  good  out  for  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  made  the  remarks  that  I 
have   in   defence  of  this  City  Government,  because 
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they  are  needed.  This  article  in  this  paper  would 
convey  the  impression  abroad  that  there  was  some- 
thing wroDg  in  the  City  Government.  The  sentle- 
maa  opened  his  speech  upon  another  sul)jcct  of  im- 
portance, a  shon  time  ayo,  with  the  remark  that 
the  honor  and  credit  of  the  city  of  Busfon  should  be 
guarded  as  sacredly  as  the  viriue  of  woman.  I  agree 
with  him,  that  it  should  be  so  gitarded  and  preserved 
and  protected  from  suspicion.  That  is  the  reason  I 
make  this  defence  of  the  members  of  the  Govcrn- 
meut,.  I  feel  proud  to  say  tiiat  I  think  that  ii'  there 
ever  was  a  coujmittee  that  stood  above  tusiiicion, 
it  is  the  rest  of  this  committee  O'eslde  mvself)  who 
have  had  this  matter  in  charge.  Now,  1  may  say  of 
this  place  favored  by  the  genilemau,  that  it  was 
offered  to  members  of  this  Government  within  a 
year  for  $15,01)0.  There  is  no  quesiion  about  that 
offer;  I  state  it  upon  the  authority  of  members  of 
the  Government  to  whom  it  was  offered.  But  I 
don't  see  what  that  should  detract  from  the  merits 
of  this  place.    It  should  stand  on  its  own  meriis. 

Alderman  Stebbhis— .Mr.  (Jha'rmaH,  Maycn-  Pierce, 
in  hiB  inaugural  address  to  the  City  Council,  referred 
to  the  proposition  to  establish  a  Home  for  the  Hoor 
separate  from  those  of  a  penal  or  reformatory  char- 
acier.  and  gave  it  his  hearty  approval  and  said,  '"The 
present  system  is  discreditable,  and  should  not  be 
tolerated  beyond  the  time  absolutely  required  to 
make  different  provisions."  This  portion  of  the 
Mayor's  address  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Institutions,  and  the  committee  have 
given  the  subject  great  attention,-  visitinsr,  I 
understand  more  than  twenty  different  farms  offered 
for  sale  to  the  city  as  suitable  locations  for  a  home. 
1'he  committee  have  now  made  their  final  report,  and 
the  City  Council  are  called  upon  to  decide  between 
two  locations.  One  situated  on  the  boundary  line 
between  Ward  17  and  Dedhatn,  the  purchase  of 
■which  is  favored  by  the  chairman  of  ^the  comtnittee, 
the  other  location  is  known  as  the  Austin  Farm,  and 
the  purchase  of  which  is  favored  by  the  other 
seven  members  of  the  committee.  I  wish, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  state  briefly  why  I  shall 
vote  in  favor  of  the  Austin  farm.  Yesterday,  in 
company  with  several  members  of  this  Board,  I  vis- 
ited both  locations,  and  I  must  say  that,  after  the 
statements  made  at  tlit  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  I 
was  agreeably  disappointed  in  the  advantages  offered 
by  the  location  favored  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, both  in  regard  to  the  railroad  facilities  and 
tiie  nature  of  the  soil;  but  thu  objections,  to  my 
mind,  against  this  location  are  the  remoteness  from 
the  centre  of  the  city  and  the  increased  cost 
of  erecting  buildings,  by  reason  of  carting  and 
transporting  buHding  materials  so  great  a  distance. 
Alderman  Hulbert  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board, 
Buagested  that  the  supplies  for  running  the  institu- 
tion could  be  delivered  at  this  place  cheaper  than  at 
the  Austin  farm.  I  must  disagree  with  the  Alder- 
man on  that  point.  Take  for  instance  coal,  large 
quantities  of  which  will  be  required;  the  Providence 
Kailroad  have  no  facilities  in  Boston  for  receiving 
coal  direct  from  vessel,  consequently  it  would  be  nec- 
essary to  cart  the  same  to  the  depot,  and  this  expense 
together  with  the  freight  would  be  much  larger  than 
it  would  cost  to  deliver  it  at  the  Austin  farm  by 
them,  and  it  would  be  the  same  with  all  other  sup- 
plies. When  the  purchat-e  of  the  Austin  was  first 
Drought  forward,  I  was  opposed  to  it  for  two  reasons. 
(1)  The  price.  $135.000, 1  considered  more  than  the 
property  was  worth.  (2)  The  odor  of  jobbery  which, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  seemed  to  hover  around 
it.  By  the  reduction  of  the  price  to  .$75,000 
both  objections  are  removed,  and  I  have  reasoa 
to  believe  that  the  city  are  now  dealing  with 
parties  who  represent  the  Dottom  price  at  which  this 
e^t,ate  has  been  bought  and  sold  for.  The  Austin 
farm  is  not  too  remote.  The  Metropolitan  and  High- 
land horse  cars  run  within  a  mile  of  its  location,  the 
Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  have  recently  established  a 
new  depot  within  about  half  a  mile,  and  this  railroad 
are  seeking  a  location  from  their  Worcester  branch, 
which  now  enters  the  city  thnnigh  Brooklinc,  over 
the  Albany  road,  by  a  new  route  to  their  main  line, 
and  which  will  cross  or  come  near  the  Austin  farm. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  one  or  more  teams 
wherever  the  home  is  located,  and  I  apprehend  that 
one  such  team  could  transport  from  the  city  all  the 
lighter  supplies  required  at  the  institution.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  interests  of  the  city  will  be  best  served 
by  the  pun  base  of  the  Austin  farm,  and  I  shall  so 
vote,  and  I  trust  that  good  substantial  builditjgs  may 
be  speedily  erected,  which  shall  reflect  credit  upon 
the  city  and  afford  the  comforts  of  a  home  to  the  de- 
serving poor. 

Alderman  Clark— At  my  request  this  subject  was 
laid  over  in  order  to  give  members  time  to  go  out 
there.  I  was  one  of  those  who  went  out  there  yes- 
terday, and  I  found  the  place  recommended  by  the 


Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  much  better 
than  I  liad  been  led  to  think  from  the  description 
given  by  the  Alderman  from  V\  ard  12.  It  is  a  very 
good  piece  of  land  and  has  very  good  facilities  for 
transportanon.  If  that  were  the  only  consideration, 
it  would  be  much  better  than  the  Austin  Fatm. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  by  sjjending  ten  or  twe've 
thousand  dollars  it  could  be  well  adaiited  for  the 
puriioses  proposed.  But  I  fail  to  see  that  it  would 
be  so  good  an  investment  to  purchase  at  $25,0(10  or 
$30,000  as  it  would  be  to  purchase  the  Austin 
farm  at  $75,000.  I  think  the  latter  will  increase 
very  much  in  value  in  the  next  two  or 
three  years,  and  I  don't  know  why  the  city 
should  n't  look  well  to  its  investments  as  well 
as  an  individual  would.  At  the  present  time 
the  faciltdes  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  are 
rather  against  the  Austin  farm,  but  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  that  cannot  be  dcme  by  the  institution 
it-elf  by  a  team  as  well  as  it  can  over  the  Provirlence 
Railroad.  There  is  no  question,  if  any  one  will  go  and 
see  both,  that  the  Austin  farm  at  $7.5,000  is  much 
cheaper  than  the  West-Roxbury  farm  at  $25  000. 
The  question  as  to  whether  fraud  was  attempt- 
ed in  trying  to  sell  the  Austin  farm  to  the 
city  at  an  exorbitant  price  —  a  charge  which 
has  been  made  —  is  not  to  be  decided 
at  present.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  fraud  has  been 
aiienuifed.  But  it  has  declined  from  $155  000  to 
$75,000  and  there  has  been  no  such  decline  in  real 
estate  or  nierchaiiGlise  within  my  recollection.  The 
panic  has  caused  no  such  a  decline  as  that.  This 
place  was  sold  by  Mr.  Austin  to  Mr.  Woodward  for 
$90,000:  Mr.  Woodward  sold  it  to  Mr.  Brad t  for 
$1.55.000.  Mr.  Bradt  has  paid  $5000  and  one  or  two 
years'  interest.  It  has  probably  sjone  back  into  the 
hands  of  the  original  owner,  .Mr.  Woodward.  He 
comes  here  and  makes  this  offer.  He  has  made 
a  good  ^thing  by  the  sale,  and  has  reserved 
seven  acres,  which  will  be  worth  much 
more  than  he  paid.  We  are  not  deal- 
ing with  Mr.  Bradt,  or  any  of  the  parties  who 
have  made  the  attempt  to  force  this  property  upon 
the  city  at  an  exorbitant  piice.  At  any  rate,  Ido  not 
intend  to  let  that  influence  me  in  my  vote  upon  this 
question.  I  believe  that  of  all  the  places  which  have 
been  seen,  at  the  i)iice  for  which  we  can  buy  it,  the 
Austin  Farm  is  tlie  best  investment.  I  still  believe 
that  if  the  place  at  Neponset  could  he  bought  for  the 
same  price,  and  the  Austin  Faim  at  $  25.000,  as  at  first 
proposed,  I  would  vote  for  taking  tlie  Neponset  lot, 
The  means  for  getting  to  the  Austin  farm  are  cer- 
tainly ciaivenient,  for  the  horse  railroad  goes  within 
firur-tifths  of  a  mile.  The  country  about  it  is  very 
pleasant  and  delightfnl,  and  certainly  there  can  he  no 
objections  to  having  a  pleasant  locality  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  even,  if  it  is  not  goinsi  to  cost  too  much 
to  obtain  such  a  site.  There  is  plenty  of  land  for 
such  additional  buildings  as  may  be  needed  for  a 
Home  for  Orphan  Children  or  any  other  purpose  that 
may  be  desired  hereafter.  The  soil  is  good,  and  I 
for  one  do  not  believe  that  no  labor  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  paupers  that  we  are  obliged  to  sup- 
port. I  don't  know  how  it  is  with  citv  institu- 
tions, but  I  know  that  in  the  country  the  able-bodied 
poor  are  oblit;ed  to  work  as  well  as  tho-e  who  are  not 
paupers.  I  believe  we  should  look  to  the  quality  of 
the  soli  somewhat,  and  I  think  the  number  of  acres 
contained  in  the  Attstin  farm  is  none  too  much.  I 
believe  the  inmates  in  the  instttution  can  do  a  suffi- 
cient auKiunt  of  bibor  to  raise  their  own  veg- 
etables, and  I  think  a  gnat  many  other  things 
can  be  rai-ed  there.  Those  arc  my  rea- 
sons, Mr.  Chairman,  for  voting  for  the  Aus'ia 
place.  I  did  ojipose  it  at  $125,000.  and  I 
should  oi)p()se  the  purchase  of  it  at  $100  000:  but  I 
think  $75,000  is  a  low  price  for  it.  I  believe  a  real- 
estate  man  who  co.ild  take  it  at  that  price  and  hold 
It  for  a  few  years,  would  make  money  upon  it;  but  I 
do  not  believe  a  real  estate  man  could  take  the  West 
Roxbury  place  and  hold  it  and  make  anything  on  it. 
I  believe  the  Austin  farm,  at  the  price  named,  is  the 
best  place  for  the  purpose. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  certainly  gratifying  tome, 
if  it  is  so.  that  all  sorts  of  merchandise  have  escaped 
the  general  breakdown  that  I  thonsjht  had  spread 
through  the  iaiid.  If  it  is  simply  in  the  metal  busi- 
ness that  the  panic  has  struck  I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 
But  [  can't  agree  with  the  gentleman  opposite.  I 
think  the  panic  has  affected  all  sorts  of  business.  I 
did  n't  bring  this  paper  h(M-e  for  this  purpose,  but 
here  is  an  advertisement  of  the  house  of 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Company,  where  goods  sold 
fi  rmerly  at  $800  are  maiked  down  to  $400,  and  from 
$.500  dow n  to  $200.  That  is  worse  than  real  estate. 
Other  things  have  gone  quite  down  to  half  price. 
Look  at  the  riry-i.'oods  business— the  best  Brussels 
carpetings  for  $1  K),  when  I  paid  $.3  50  for  some  some 
time  ago.    iSo  it  seems  it  struck  into  the  dry-goods 
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business  as  well  as  real  estate.  The  gentleman  must 
remember  that  a  few  weeks  since  one  of  the  best  es- 
tates in  Franklin  street,  for  which  many  fine  offers 
were  made  last  year,  was  put  up  at  auction,  and 
they  could  n't  get  a  hidder;  so  it  seems  t» 
me  that  riaht  here  in  the  business  centre  of  Boston 
real  estate  has  been  affected.  There  is  no  question 
about  the  manner  in  which  real  estate  in  the  out- 
lying districts  has  been  affected.  I  don't  believe  that 
the  place  I  have  mentioned,  which  was  offered  to  us 
first,  can  be  sold  today  for  $50,000  cash.  To  my  mind 
there  is  n't  any  question  at  all  about  the  declme  in 
such  property. 
The  order  was  passed — yeas  ll,Dav8  1— as  follows: 
Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  GaiHeld,  Gibson,  Power,  Quincy,  Sayward, 
Stebbins— 11. 
Nays— Alderman  Hulbert— 1. 

SBWEB  ASSESSMENTS. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  schedules  of  assessments 
for  sewers  in  Moreland,  Sixth,  Westminister,  Alpice 
and  Shawmut  streets,  reported  that  they  are  correct, 
and  recommend  the  passage  of  orders  for  collection. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Amasa  Bird,  the 
sum  of  $.505  51  for  paints,  carting,  etc.,  and  work  on 
telegraph  poles;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propp'atiou  for  Fire  Alarms. 

Read  once. 


SWETT-STREBT  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  comrauuication  of  the 
Board  of  Health  and  other  papers  relative  to  the 
Swett-street  Hospital  territory,  snbmilted  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  land  and  hospital  building  located 
on  Swett  street,  now  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  subject  to  its  orders  and  regnlalious.  be  and  the 
Bame  is  hereby  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  when  a  report  on  the 
locaticm  of  a  new  smallpox  hospital  might  be  ex- 
pected. 

Alderman  Sayward  replied  that  one  suitable  site 
had  been  reported  by  the  committee  which  had  been 
rejected  by  the  Council.  The  committee  did  n't  pro- 
pose to  report  any  more  sites  this  year. 

PETITION  FOR  RECOUNT  OP  VOTES. 

A  petition  was  received  from  seven  citizens  of 
Ward  19  (Brighton)  representing  that  they  had  good 
reason  to  believe  that  there  were  inaccuracies  in  the 
returns  for  ward  officers  from  that  ward,  and  asking 
that  a  recount  may  be  m^ide. 

Referred  to  a  special  committPe,  consisting  of  Al- 
deimen  Stebbins,  Power  and  Gaffield. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BmiQH, 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DKCJEMBKR    15,    1873. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  lield  at  four  o'clock  P.  M..  Alderman  Cut- 
ter, chairman,  prebiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Five  additional  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
December  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Ofiicers  with  all  the  powers  of  constables, 
except  serving  and  execuling  civil  process— Wilbur 
Lat^key,  Jr.,  Michael  W.  O'Brien,  Samuel  D  Cham- 
berlain, John  L.  Savage,  Moody  Quimby,  George  F. 
Malcolm,  George  P.  Sawyer,  A.  S.  Busvvell,  James  H. 
Warden,  Charles  H.  Cneever,  Michael  Tootney,  John 
C.  Blake,  Ira  C.  Foster,  Oliver  W.  Shapleigh,  Robert 
J.  Brady,  Charles  A  Phillips,  John  B.  Corcoran, 
Charles  Glidden,  William  B.  Daiiey,  William  Guffin, 
Bernard  Armstrong,  William  Matthews. 

Severally  referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson, 
to  tlie  Committee  (jii  Police. 

The  following  nominations  were  contirined: 

Lieutenants  of  Police — Sergeant  John  L.  Cook  aid 
Officer  John  F.  Ham. 

Sergeant  of  Police— Officer  Joseph  R.  Burrell. 

Special  Police  without  pay— William  Crawley. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavinc/.  George  N.  March  et 
al.,  for  plank  walk  on  east  side  of  Hawley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Sewers.  P.  H.  Rogers  et  al., 
for  postponement  of  collection  of  sewer  assessment 
in  Dorchester  avenue. 

To  the  Cominittee  on  Faneiiil  Hall.  George  V.  B. 
Ladd  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  a  public  ball 
on  January  22.  1874,  by  the  Knights  of  Pyrhias. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board.' 
S.  Y.  Chase,  to  occupy  woodeu  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Border  street,  rear  No.  1()9. 

Henry  Hurl,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  eight 
horses  on  vacant  land  near  Ward  street. 

Heirs  of  William  Brigham,  to  occupy  a  brick  and  a 
wooden  stable  at  1051  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.'  David  E.  Mayo,  to  be. 
paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  unsafe  condition 
of  Winnisimmet  Peiry. 

William  Harmon,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his 
team  in  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  W.  Carter,  to  rebuild  and  enlarge 
his  kiln  on  City  Hospital  land  tni  Albany  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sta-rey  arid  In.ipection  of  Build- 
ings. A.  D.  Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  building 
on  Parnham  sti-eet  beyond  the  legal  dimensions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  E,  Ninth 
Regiment  Infantry,  for  an  armory. 

Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  for  an  ar- 
mory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Asses.iors''  I)epart't)unt.  Aaron' 
D.  Capen.  for  the  remission  of  portions  of  his  taxes' 
for  1810-1871. 

ORDER  OP   NOTICE   ISSUED. 

On  the  petition  of  heirs  of  William  Brigham,  to 
locate  and  u.^e  steam  engine  of  SCO-horse  power  in 
rear  of  1051  Wayhiiigton  street,  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  Thursday,  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1874,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M. 

HEARINGS. 

The  order  of  notice  of  intended  removal  of  trees 
from  St.  James  street  came  up  to  be  consid- 
ered and  was  temporarily  laid  aside  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  W.  R.  Giay,  who  expected  other  parties  to  ap- 
pear. Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Clark,  it  was  suecially  assigned  to  next  Monday  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  order  of  notice  for  the  removal  of  nine  elm 
trees  from  Nenonset  avenue,  was  considered. 

Mr.  Roach  appeared  for  the  estate  of  Bartholomez 
Roach,  wliich  is  covered  by  five  or  six  of  the  trees. 
There  was  no  great  necessity  for  taking  them  down, 
he  said;  the  street  is  sufficiently  wide  for  travel 
and  the  trees  are  jast  on  the  edge  of  the  sidewalk. 
It  would  be  considerable  injury  to  the  estates  to 
have  the  trees  removed. 

On  moiion  of  Alderman  Power  the  petition  ■was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  order  of  notice  of  proposed  removal  of  a  tree 
from  P  street.  South  Boston,  was,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Power,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

BOSTON   AND  ALBANY   DEPOT. 

The  next  hearing  was  on  the  petition  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  take 
land  for  station  purposes  in  certain  limits. 

John  White  appeared  for  several  property  owners 
interested.  They  did  not  ooject,  but  simply  desired 
fair  compensation  for  the  land. 

Edward  S.  liand  appeared  for  the  estate  of  Josiah. 


Stickn'^y.  He  did  n't  come  to  object,  but  merely  to 
nrotect  the  interests  of  the  owner  of  the  estate.  The 
question  of  damages  will  come  up  afterwards.  He 
did  n't  appear  to  oppose  or  object. 

George  S.  Hale  appeared  to  represent  the  railroad 
corporation.  This  proceeding  does  n't  diminish  the 
obligation  of  the  coiporalic-n  to  pay  fin'  the  land. 
Under  the  statutes,  1  he  compimy  cannot  go  ouftide 
the  space  of  five  rods  without  pernlis^ion  of  the 
Aldermen.  When  the  Board  give  their  jjermission 
to  take  within  certain  prescribed  limits,  they  will 
then  have  to  settle  for  the  estates.  No  person's 
rights  are  intertered  with  by  this  proceeding. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company- 
hath  presented  to  this  Board  a  petition  praying  said 
Board  to  prescribe  and  define  the  limits  within 
which  said  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  may 
take,  for  depot  and  station  purposes,  lands  and  ma- 
terials in  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  situate  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit: 
beginning  at  the  point  of  intersection  of  the 
southerly  line  of  Kneeland  street  with  the  easterly 
line  of  Albany  street,  thence  running  easterly  by  the 
southerly  line  of  Kneeland  street,  to  the  westerly 
line  of  Utica  street;  thence  southerly  by»the  westerly 
line  ol  Utica  street,  as  accepted  by  the  city,  and  by 
said  line  extended  southerly  to  a  point  six  hundred 
feet  distant  southerly  from  said  Kneeland  street, 
thence  southwesterly  to  the  easterly  line  of  Albany 
street  at  the  face  of  the  abutment  of  the  Albany- 
street  Bridge;  thence  northerly  by  the  easterly  line 
of  Albany  street  to  the  place  of  beginning;  a  portion 
of  said  lands  and  materials  being  without  the  limits 
of  the  road  of  said  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany; 

And  whereas,  due  notice  has  been  given  to  all  the 
owners  of  all  lands  and  materials  situated,  lying  or 
■being  within  the  bounds  and  limits  described  in  said 
petition  and  hereinbefore  described,  of  said  petition, 
and  that  said  board  would,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
December,  at  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  con- 
sider said  petition,  and  the  application  of  said  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  thereby  made  and 
hear  all  persons  and  corporations  in  any  way  inter- 
ested therein: 

And,  whereas,  said  Board  did  accordingly  at  said 
time  time  and  place  consider  said  petition  and  appli- 
cation and  hear  all  persons  and  corporations  desiring 
to  be  heard  in  regard  to  the  same,  and  hath  adjudged 
and  doth  adjudge  that  the  said  lands  and  materials 
are  necessary  for  said  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company:  now  then,  said  Board  doth  hereby  pre- 
scribe the  lijnits  within  which  the  same  may  be  taEen, 
as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  south- 
erly line  of  Kneeland  street,  with  the  easterly  line  of 
Albany  street;  thence  running  easterly  by  the  south- 
erly line  of  Kneeland  street  to  the  westerly  line  of 
Utica  street,  t'uence  southerly  by  the  westerly  line  of 
Utica  street,  as  accepted  by  the  city  and  by  said  line 
extended  southerly  to  a  point  six  hundred  feet  dis- 
tant southerly  from  said  Kneeland  street;  thence 
southwesterly  to  the  easterly  line  of  Albany  street, 
at  the  face  of  the  north  abutment  of  the  Albany- 
street  Bridge;  thence  northerly  by  the  easterly  line 
of  Albany  street  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

And  said  Board  doth  adjudge  that  said  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  may  take,  for  depot  and 
station  purposes,  any  and  all  the  lands  and  materials 
situated,  lying  or  being  within  said  limits. 

The  order  was  passed. 

RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION   IN   PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  J 
Public  Institutions, 
Boston.  Dec.  13, 1873. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston:  Gentle- 
men—In  reply  to    the    communication   of  the  City 
Council  requesting  the  Board  of  Direclors  for  Publifc 
Institutions  to  report,  on  or  before  the  15th  iust., 
their  opinion   as  to   the  propriety  of  changing  the 
present  rules  of  the  institutions  providing  for  moral 
and  religious  instruction,  [  have  been  requested  to 
state  that,  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  held  on  the  10th 
inst.,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  inform 
the  City  Council  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  it 
is  inexpedient  to  change  the  rule,  inasmuch  as  the 
Board  of  Directors  have  now  ample  power  to  provide 
for  such  religious  instruction  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Bradlee,  President. 
The  communication  was  read  and  ordered  sent 
down.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power, 
the  vote  to  send  down  was  reconsidered. 
.  Alderman  Power— Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  when  they  referred  that  mat- 
ter to  the  Board  of  Directors,  asked  for  certain  infor- 
mation which  that  report  does  not  give.  As  I  stated 
when  thiij  question  was  up  before,  there  have  been 
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various  petitions  presented  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Public  InstltutiouB  asking  for  a  change  in  the 
rules,  that  a  certain  denwmination.  of  which  tlie 
greater  nunjber  of  people  in  those  institutions  are 
composed,  might  have  the  privilege  of  religious  in- 
struction according  to  their  belief.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  directors  have  not  granted  the  request,  and 
then  the  petitioners  had  to  look  elsewhere  for  that 
privilege.  The  matter  in  that  way  has  reached  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  Now  this  com- 
mittee are  ready  to  act  on  this  matter,  but  the  ma- 
jority, with  some  good  reason,  'hink  that  before  act- 
ing they  would  like  to  have  certain  information  that 
.  they  cannot  get  except  from  the  directors.  The  com- 
mittee wish  to  act  intelligently,  and  before  acting 
they  wish  to  know  the  reason  the  petition  has  not 
been  granted.  The  directors  say  they  deem  a  change 
inexpedient.  Now  the  committee  wish  to  know  the 
reason  why  the  directors  deem  it  inexpedient  to 
make  the  change.  Perhaps  when  they  have 
those  reasons  the  committee  may  not  wish 
to  make  the  change.  In  that  communication  we 
.  ask  their  reasons  for  not  granting  this  pe- 
tition, but  in  this  reply  the  directors  don't  throw  any 
light  on  the  subject.  Now,  sir,  that  this  thing  may 
be  settled  oife  way  or  the  otiier,  the  committee  would 
like  to  have  the  reason  of  the  directors  for  deeming 
a  change  inexpedient— why  a  change  asked  for  by 
eighty  per  cent,  of  the  people  in  those  institutions 
for  tlie  privilege  of  worshipping  God  according  to 
the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience,  and  in  the  faith 
in  which  they  were  born.  Of  the  inmates  of  those 
institutions— I  blush  to  acknowledge  the  truth— at 
least  eighty  per  cent,  belong  to  a  certain  denomina- 
tion, and  yet  they  cannot  have  the  privilege  of  wor- 
shipping God  according  to  the  faith  in  which  they 
have  been  brought  up.  Now,  the  people  of  that  same 
faith  in  this  community  want  to  know  wliy  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  in  those  institutions  cau't 
have  the  opportunity  to  worship  God  in  their  own 
way.  The  only  way  they  can  be  reached  is  through 
their  religion,  and  they  are  there  because  they  have 
wandered  away  from  their  religious  influences.  Now, 
sir.  this  matter  has  been  before  the  public  for  some 
time.  All  the  denominational  papers  in  this  country 
have  expressed  an  opinion  upon  it,  and  all  the 
papers  of  Boston  are  unanimous  on  this  subject. 
The  committee  want  to  know  the  reasons  of  the  di- 
rectors, and  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  the 
communication  be  referred  back  to  the  directors 
with  instructions  to  give  us  their  reasons  for  deem- 
ing it  inexpedient  to  make  a  ehantre  in  the  method  of 
religious  instruction  at  those  institutions. 

Alderman  Sayward— Being  the  humble  representa- 
tive in  tJie  Board  of  Directors  from  this  Board,  I  have 
a  word  to  say.  I  would  like  lo  have  the  communica- 
tion that  was  referred  to  them  read. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, recommending  the  reference  to  the  directors, 
was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Alderman  Sayward — That  is  just  what  I  supposed 
the  order  was.  They  have  reported  that  no  change 
was  necessary,  as  they  have  it  in  their  power  now  to 
elect  any  one  to  direct  the  religious  exercises  at  the 
House  of  Correction,  etc.  The  question  of  puttiflg 
some  other  teacher  into  those  institutions  has  never 
come  before  the  directors. 

Alderman  Power — No  member,  Mr.  Chairman,  re- 
grets to  have  a  religious  question  come  up  here  more 
than  I  do,  and  I  regret  very  much  having  to  bring 
this  matter  before  this  Board.  The  petitioners  do 
not  ask  them  to  change  the  arrangements  at  the  in- 
stitutions; they  do  not  wish  them  to  hire  any  other 
clergyman;  they  only  ask  that  a  clergyman  of  their 
own  belief  may  be  allctwed  to  go  there  once  a  week 
and  hold  services  in  any  place  the  directors  may  see 
fit  to  give  them.  They  don't  wish  to  put  the  city  of 
Boston  to  any  expense  at  all  and  they  only  ask  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  there  may  be  al- 
lowed to  have  a  religious  teacher  of  their  own  faith. 
I  move  that  the  document  be  referred  back  to  the 
directors  and  that  they  give  us  the  reasons  why  they 
will  not  allow  the  change  to  be  made.  The  commit- 
tee are  all  ready  to  act  on  the  matter,  but  they  want  to 
know  the  reasons  of  the  directors,  who  simply  say 
it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  change.  ±'erhaps  if 
the  committee  knew  the  reasons  of  the  directors, 
the  matter  would  end  there. 

Alderman  Sayward— It  appears  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  mistaken.  If  he  wishes  to  get  at  any  par- 
ticular question  it  must  go  in  a  different  form  from 
that  request.  This  has  nothing  to  do  with  any  peti- 
tion. The  directors  simply  answered  the  question 
that  you  asked  them  in  'rej;ard  to  changing  the 
rules."  Now  if  you  have  anything  else  to  refer  to 
them  I  shall  not  object.  But  now  that  you  have  got 
this  matter  back  it  would  be  proper  to  recommit  it  to 
the  committee.  If  there  is  any  question  that  my 
friend  desires  to  get  before  the  directors  to  be  an- 
swered he  can  put  in  such  a  document.  But  it  ap-. 
pears  to  me  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  referring. 
It  back  to  the  directors. 


Alderman  Hulbert— The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
is  correct  in  what  he  expected  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  to  report.  I  remarked  at  the  last  meet- 
ing what  we  desired  to  know.  [I'he  Aldeiman  read 
his  remarks  at  the  last  meeting  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ferring the  communication  from  the  grand  jury  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  ]  The  object  of  the  commit- 
tee was  to  o>--tain  just  that  information.  The  wording 
of  the  order  of  inquiry  is  n't  as  full  as  I  supposed  it 
was,  and  perhaps  the  reply  of  the  directors  is  all  that 
that  order  could  call  for  in  one  sense.  Still  it  was 
expected  that  the  directors  would  give  their  opinion 
to  the  City  Council  as  to  the  request  that  was .  mide 
by  the  grand  jury,  giving  information  as  to  what 
was  the  practice  and  what  objections  they  have,  if 
any,  to  a  change.  I  think  that  opinion  should  be 
given,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  recommiitiug  that  order 
with  the  request  that  the  directors  shall  give  to  the 
City  Council  a  statement  of  what  the  present  pro- 
vision IS,  and  objections,  if  they  have  any,  to  making 
the  change  asked  for.  I  think  that  is  due  to  the  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Sayward  —  Notwithstanding  what  the 
gentleman  has  said  they  intended  to  get,  the  order 
certainly  asks  only  that  the  Board  of  Directors  give 
their  opinion  as  to  the  change  of  their  rules.  For  the 
information  of  the  gentleman,  I  will  read  the  rule  of 
the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions. 

"The  chaplain  shall  be  elected  by  the  Board,  an- 
nually, in  the  months  of  April  or  May,  and  whenever 
a  vacancy  may  occur.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  perform 
divine  service  on  the  Sabbath,  and  such  other  times 
as  may  be  set  apart  by  the  Board  for  religious  exer- 
cises, and  shall  visit  the  sick,  instruct  the  inmates  in 
their  moral  and  religious  duties  and  counsel  and  ad- 
vise them  prior  to  their  di.-charge,  and  perform  such 
other  duty  in  his  capacity  as  the  Board  or  the  master 
may  require.  He  shall  not  be  allowed  to  exchange  or 
send  any  substitute  without  the  consent  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Board." 

I  presume  ttie  directors  will  be  ready  to  answer  all 
questions  they  are  asked,  but  they  don't  propose  to 
answer  an^j  that  are  not  asked. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  think,  if  anything,  the  fault 
was  in  the  form  of  the  inquiry.  I  think  it  was  in- 
tended to  have  the  opiuicm  of  the  directors  in  regard 
to  the  change  and  their  objections  to  such  change. 
It  seems  to  me  ihat  something  more  full  should  be 
had  from  them. 

Alderman  Gaffield — It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  are 
making  an  inquiry  on  any  question  of  these  gentle- 
men it  should  not  be  general.  If  tne  inquiry  is  gen- 
eral we  must  expect  a  general  replv.  If  particular 
information  is  asked  for.  we  should  ask  for  it  in  a 
particular  manner.  Now  this  question  is  about  some- 
thing that  has  not  been  spoken  out.  The  question  is 
why  can  they  not  have  a  Catholic  priest  there. 
Why  not  ask  it  right  out?  Now  it  is  stated 
that  there  are  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  people 
in  those  institutions  who  are  Catholics.  If  we 
ask  the  question  in  regard  lo  one  denomination  it 
seems  to  me  we  mitrht,  with  the  same  propriety,  sin- 
gle out  others.  Some  may  he  Episcopaiiano,  or  Con- 
gregationalists,  and  they  might  not  like  the  Catholic 
form  of  worship,  and  the  Catholics  might  not  like  the 
Congregational  or  Episcopal  form  of  worship.  It 
seems  to  me  this  question  ought  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  directors  in  a  tangible  manner.  They  ought 
to  be  asked  if  all  classes  of  persons  can  have  minis- 
ters corae  there.  As  the  Alderman  remarked,  I  may 
blush  to  say  there  are  some  Unitarians  there,  and 
thev  might  want  a  minister  of  their  denomination 
and  the  directors  might,  in  order  to  please  all.  have 
a  Unitarian  one  day,  a  Catholic  tomorrow,  a  Congre- 
gationalist  thenext  day,  and  so  on.  Let  the  inquiry 
be  made  in  a  specific  form,  and  that  ought  to  get  a 
specific  answer. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table.    Carried. 

constable's   bond. 

The  bond  of  Sarell  Gleason,  constable,  being  duly 
certified,  was  approved  by  tue  Board. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  submitted  schedules 
of  assessments  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  as 
follows:  Stoughton  and  Myrtle  streets,  total  $2272  38; 
to  individuals,  $1704  29;  Ericsson  and  High  streets, 
total,  $2648  33;  to  individuals,  $1986  25;  Clifton. 
Hudson,  Albion  and  Cottage  streets,  total,  4029  2:^;  to 
individuals,  $3021  93;  Neponset  avenue.  Walnut, 
Wood,  Taylor,  Franklin  and  Water  streets,  total, 
$12,320;  to  individuals.  $7766  66;  Regent,  St.  James, 
Akron  and  Fountain  streets,  total.  $9020  50;  to  indi- 
viduals. $6765  38.  Severally  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

WIDENING  OF  PEARL  STREET. 

An  order  (City  Doc.  No.  1.33)  was  received  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Pearl 
street,  near  Milk  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$66,440,  the  following  schedule  giving  the  names  of 
owners,  etc. : 
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Mutual  Life  Insurance 

Co.,  New  York 1806  $21  00  $.37.926  00  $37.926  00 

James  Leeds 489  U  25  6,^55  7.j  6.-.:55  75 

Thus.  Mums  aud  sisters  185  14  25  2,636  25  2  6:16  25 

Suaaa  <".  Wheelwrijjiit..  171  15  25  2,486  75  2,436  75 

Heirs  Zandiel  B.  Adam.-<  215  14  25  3,068  75  3,li68  75 

Caleb  Stetson 223  14  25  3,177  75  3,177  75 

Saiii'l  &  Win.  Atherton.  318  18  50  5,7»U  50  5,790  50 

Heir.«  Jidward  Crnt't  ...  2»7  9  UO  2.583  00  2,583  09 

James  Parker 12  i  13  00  1.599  (W  ]  ,59  -  00 

Heirs  J .  M.  Smitli 52K  18  50  '     97l  25  97125 

3814M   $66,440  00      $66,440  00 

■  The  order  was  read  once  aud  laid  over  under  the 
ru  e. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Clark  moved  the 
order  take  its"  second  readiny;,  ajid  .-aid — 

1  would  state  that  the  siil).ject  has  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Streets  and  tney  fiiilv  re(H)niMiend  tlie 
widenins;  of  the  street.  It  is  necessary  to  have  as 
littie  delay  as  possible,  inai-niui'.b  as  the  hl^llrallce 
company  are  desirous  of  commencing,  ar  <iiire.  i<>  lay 
their  foundations.  The  Street  (Joinmis^inneis  unan- 
imously recommend  I  he  passasie  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  pas^ed  in  coucunence  with  the 
Street  Commistioiiers. 

KKSIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  nceived  from  Samuel  C 
Cobb,tenderiu!^  his  lesiirnalion  of  i  lie  po.Mtion  '.f  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Hiililic  Ii.i-iitiiti'iis, 
he  having  been  noiitied  of  hi-^  pK(iion  as  Mayor  of 
the  city  for  the  ensuing  municipal  year — the  resigna- 
tion to  lake  effect  this  day. 

Keferred  to  Committee  ^m  Public  Institutions,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Ilnlbert,  with  directions  to  make 
a  nomination  to  fill  a  vatanc\ . 

UNPINISHISl)   BUSINESS. 

The  following  came  up  as  unlinislied  business,  and 
were  severally  passed: 

Order  to  pay  Edward  A.  While  et  al  ,  trustees, 
$12l,7.^1  27,  for  Water-.-treet  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Asa  P.  Morse  $i)170,  for  Essex-street 
damnges. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Stree«,s  to  grade  Tudor 
street,  from  D  lo  E  sti'cef.     .f:i500. 

Order  for  Superinten'ient  of  Si  reets  to  grade  Ceylon 
street,  from  Ijird  to  Quincy  street.     !|;120(). 

Order  to  pave  Arch  street,  from  Milk  to  Franklin 
street,  with  wood.     #4000. 

Order  to  pay  Timothy  O'Kegan  $800,  for  Paris- 
Streit  grade  damatres. 

Order  10  pay  James  T.  Barrow  $350.  for  Regent- 
street  grade  damages 

Oidi-r  to  pay  Caroline  II.  Brooks  $410,  for  Resent 
and  Alpine  street  iirade  damages. 

Orders  to.  levy  and  collect  assessments  for  con- 
Btiuction  of  sewers  in  Gouch,  Calavvba,  Copeland 
and  FraiiKlin  sir^eis. 

Ordt-rs  to  abate  certain  assessments  on  estates  of 
John  Hag^erty,  Michael  Lane  and  others,  for  sewers 
in  Boll  on  SI  I  eet.  Dorchester  avenue,  Summer  street 
and  Sloiighfon  street. 

Orders  to  establit-li  srrades  for  Tudor  street,  Eustis 
street  and  .Magazine  street. 

Orders  to  levy  and  collect  assessments  for  sewers 
in  Moreland.  Alpine  and  \\esiminsier  streets,  in 
Shavvmut  avenue,  and  in  Sixlh  street,  from  O  to  P 
stieet. 

Order  to  pay  Amasa  Bird  $505  50  for  painting, work, 
etc..  on  telegraph  [joles. 

The  report  and  order  fer  transfer  from  Reserved 
Pnnd  of  .ifao.OlK)  to  appropriation  for  Public  Buildiuers 
Was  coMsideied. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  have  a  single  word  to  say 
here.  I  see  by  the  report  of  ihe  C'onmiitlee  on  Ki- 
ni.nce  that  ihe  Commiitee  on  Pnbiie  BniUiiiigs  have 
h>id  lo  take  a  severe  chasiiseineiii  for  fpenrliiit;  mon- 
ey not  appropri.^ted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
y(Mr.  I  had  the  honor,  sir,  of  makintr  tins  request  for 
flii  addiiion-d  appropriation  for  llie  Connnittee  on 
Public  Buildings,  and  I  stateil  in  detail  why  it  was 
asked  for.  I  believe,  sir,  ihe  reaM>n  forihis  addition- 
al $25,i:0l  ha- b(uiii  forced  upon  this  commiitee  by 
other  commitieeH  of  lhi-<  (Joverninent  On  every 
occaiion  I  s'afed  to  ihis  Boa'd  the  necesr-ily  of  heiog 
ecoiioniical  in  Ihe  appropriaiion  for  Public  Fiiiild- 
intrs,  for  at  the  rate  we  weri^  U'liiiL'  on  we  should  have 
to  call  for  more  money.  Now  sir,  ibis  I'xpcMidiiure 
has  been  made  irreall^  in  con^et|nence  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  FircDepartrnent, which  haveplac-d  Ihis  extraor- 
dinary expense  tipon  tlie  Oommitiee  ,iii  Public  Build- 
ings.   But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if  a  committee  had 


pone  beyond  its  appropriation,  it  was  necessary  to 
]e(;ti>i-e  mat  one  ami  not  the  Oiiiiimittee  on  Public 
Bui  dint;.-.  A- my  liiend  slated  here  in  regard  to 
to.-  acl)Hie  on  Ihe  Home  for  ihe  loo  ,  i  here  is  a  wrong 
i  pre.-.-ion  given  lo  ihe  public  h>  tins  report.  In  the 
I.  st  place,  lie  Co  Miiiitiee  on  Public  Biiildiiigs  have 
not  gone  b  yond  i  heir  app  oprinicn.  When  requests 
h  .ve  Keen  iinMie  111  re,  ateomiiittee  have  risen  in 
rneir  plai  e  and  ^taled  wh  t  wo  lid  be  the  result.  I 
dou'i  riJ-e  lo  tuid  laid  wi  li  the  Coiiimitlee  on 
Finance,  as  I  think  tney  should  look  alter  ihe  linan- 
cial  atfair>  of  Ihe  ciiy  very  elo^ely :  but  they  sh(mld 
lecture  ihose  commii  lees  who  have  tjone  beyond  the 
aj>pi'opriation  and  noi  ihose  who  have  not. 

The  (>rder  was  pas,-ed— yeas  12.  n-iys  0. 

Order  to  pay  Thomas  Higain.-  $1)9,270  96,  for  Wash- 
ington street  damages,     l'a^sed. 

Aide  man  (lirk—Kor  the  purpose  of  making  this 
comeyame  immedialelv,  it  was  necessary  lor  a  gen- 
tlem.iii  to  come  on  here  from  ti.e  citv  of  New  York, 
and  I  e  is  exceediniily  anxious  to  re  urn  tomorrow  by 
the  ten  o'elock  nam  I  underslaod  mat  in  order  to 
have  it  signed  by  the  Mayor  it  would  be  necessary 
to  move  a  leC'iiisideraiion,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
a.'  ci'inmod  ding  liie  pai  ties,  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  we  pa>fed  the  oi-d--r  just  read,  hoping 
it  will  noi  prevail. 

The  nio'ion  was  lost. 

SOIF   KOR   THE   POOR. 

The  reference  to  Coinmiilee  on  Overseers  of  Poor 
of  a  me-sage  from  ihe  Ma\  or,  tran.-mitting  a  com- 
njunica  ion  irom  the  i-aid  o\ei>eer,-  in  "relalion  to  Ihe 
rehei  ol  Ihe  p.ior  during  the  coming  winter;  said 
reiereiice  being  u  iih  iiir-ii  ucl  loi.s  lo  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  esiahli>hing  p'aces  throughout  the  city 
11  r  fiiiniBiiing  ?oup  and  oih.  r  provisions  to  the  poor 
(primed  Ciiy  D<icnn  ent  No.  130),  came  up  with 
aineiiiineuis  aiitlionzmg  ti.e  ai  ove  commiitee  to 
piovide  soup  at  the  several  police  staiions  in  Ihis 
ciiv. 

Tne  question  was  on  concurrence  with  the  Council 
in  til'   i.ineiidnienis 

A  derman  C^uincy — I  hope  we 'shall  non-concur. 
Charii>  at  rannom  is  univi  rsally  admitted  to  do 
more  liaini  llian  good,  and  ot  all  forms  of  charily  at 
mud  'm  I  think  i.onc  are  more  calculaieo  to  produce 
evil  re^ullB  man  mis.  It  creates,  attracts  to  the 
cily  anil  collecir- the  class  of  me  idle  and  vicious, 
w  ho  become  dependent  on  it  while  the  self-respect- 
int:  ai.d  iirdiisl  i  loll^  poo:-,  who  seek  to  support  ihem- 
BiUe.-,  liie  hardly  in  anv  iip,)iecialile  degree  bene- 
fited. Because  ci.rtain  plant.- in  a  garden  need  water 
We  do  not  (.la.v  aimlersly  inU)  Ihe  air  with  a  fire  en- 
gine in  ihe  ho;>es  that  some  will  fall  where  it  will  do 
good.  Even  if  li  did,  so  miuh  mo'e  falls  where  it 
tides  hiniii  that  ihe  soil  is  flooded  and  Iherank  weeds 
of  suampand  momss  maUe  their  appearance.  In 
an  aiiicie  in  one  of  Ihe  December  maijazines  this 
v.  ry  matter  is  ii.-ed  to  illu.-iiate  the  evil  resuliing 
from  nii.-tal-en  chariiies  ihoutrh  piimipted  by  the 
hiiiiier  Chri.-tian  Ix-nev.  \>  nee  One  Brown  is  sup- 
po-eil  lo  have  founded  by  will  a  "Beef  and  Broth 
Ki'cheii"  for  giaiiiiloiis  ilisiiihiuioii  of  food.  The 
rtsu  I  i.- I  ha;  ltaltrucl^  mio  ihe  <-iiy  a  large  class 
whoiijigh;  BU|)port  lliemselve- in  Ihe  country  where 
their  labor  is  m  eded,  hv  Inlding  out  the  fal- 
laeious  pnmiise  I  hat  woik  or  no  work  there 
shall  he  food  for  all.  'I  hat  such  a  mischievous 
ch.rilahle  lusii  uiion  shouUl  beamed  by  an  ex<-mp- 
lion  from  taxali>H,  nece.-s;iril>  borne  more  heavily  <in 
thai  aeeount  hy  oilier.-  seems  to  a  ceiiain  publican  as 
rjitner  uuiai..  ;inri  ti  e  rea  er  is  inciund  to  agree 
with  him.  Better  that  many  undeservini;  should  be 
Siippone  I  1  ban  that  any  deserving  should  suffer  is 
the  argument.  II  lo  ^np|lorl  the  nndi  serving  simply 
(11(1  no  h  nil  and  the  d(  serving  ci  uld  be  leached  in 
Boot  er  way  1  mii.oii  il!-^t;nl  lo  ihis  position.  To 
c  nil  lie  Ihe  iluisi  ation  of  ihe  gfniien — if  the  water 
wiiich  did  not  fal'  on  me  useful  plants  could  lun  off 
wiiiioiit  ^v^amplng  ihe  bed.-  and  encouraging  the 
C''M>  >t  >M'.  d  ■  'Old  Ihe  Loirdi  n  v\as  locked  np  so  lliat 
one  Coiild  n't  take  a  watering  jiot  and  pur,  a  little 
\i..eielt  was  wauled,  inen  I  lie  tire-eiigine  experi- 
meni  nog  it  i.e  a  sneciss.  "ihen\i-e  it  is  evident  that 
iis  emplo.meiit  woiihl  be  highly  dainai;ing  to  ihe 
gei  end  int  rerif  of  Ihe  garden  In  siipnort  of  these 
vesvswe  '  ave  a  coinmuiiic-iiion  from  ihe  Board  of 
Overseers  w  i>in  we  h  ve  eh  (led  to  give  their  special 
U' tei.t  (Ml  a  ,1.  St  idy  lo  this  nialter,  nneqiii vocally  con- 
demning t  I-  p  acne,  ot  -niip  disi  ribiii  ion  as  "unwise 
and  ininmcious,  tending  to  aggravate  and  increase 
the  evil  it  di  8i;:n»  to  ailexiife"  This  commiinica- 
lion  we.  .eur  lo  tiie  (Jomniiltee  on  Overseers  of 
ihe  Poor  wiih  iiisinirliiiis  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  very  nieu.-iire  which  Ihe  over^eers  sO 
btrongly  eondenin;  in  otiier  wi.i'ds  we.  ai-k  the  com- 
nuilee  lo  look  inio  rhc'  malter  and  lell  us  whether 
they  iiiiree  with  ihe  over^eers  or  would  advise  us  to 
overrule  iheir  objections.  Now  the  poi-iiion  taken 
in  the  liraneh  ovorheard   by  the  amendment  seems  to 

be  mis:  Why  send  it  m  a  c nitiee  when    it  clearly 

enough  appears  that  the  overseers  are  wrong  in   the 
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matter;  that  they  don't  know  their  business,  but  are 
guilty  of  red  tape  and  inefficiency,  which  makes  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  which  they  condemn  our 
imperative  duty  as  Christians.  Therefore,  instead  of 
asking  their  opinion  ou  the  expediency  of  doing  it 
according  to  law,  let  us  simply  instruct  ihem  to  do  it 
against  law,  or  against  the  City  Solicitor,  who  don't 
know  the  law.  I  can't  vote  for  any  such  amend- 
ment. In  regard  to  these  vague  charges  and  insinua- 
tions of  red  tape  and  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  Overseers,  I  understand  that  these  gentlemen 
court  nothing  so  much  as  investigation,  under  which, 
it  is  believed,  they  will  vanish  like  smoke.  I  would 
veSer  those  gentlemen  who  do  not  know 
(as  I  did  not  until  recently)  how  much 
the  board  endeavor  to  do,  how  much  they 
succeed  in  doing  and  what  they  are  prevented  from 
doing  by  the  law,  to  an  article  written  by  one  of  their 
number  in  last  Sunday's  Courier.  It  seems  that  they 
go  to  the  full  extent  if  not  beyond  their  legal  powers 
in  assisting  meritorious  cases  irrespective  of  settle- 
ment or  claim  against  the  city  for  support.  The  City 
Solicitor  in  1808  instructed  them  that  tliey  had  no 
right  to  expend  a  cent  for  persons  without  such  set- 
tlement or  claim.  But  to  relieve  actual  suffering 
thev  have  disregarded  the  strictness  of  this  instruc- 
tion.    I  quote  the  article  alluded  to  as  follows: 

"The  overseers  are  consequently  forced  to  give 
temporary  aid  in  meritorious  cases  whore  there  is  no 
settlement,  but  feel  constrained  by  the  opinion  of 
tiie  City  Solicitor  to  limit  it  to  the  immediate  neces- 
sity, turning  over  the  case  by  mutual  understanding 
to  the  Froirident  Association  and  other  organized 
private  charities.  If  these  societies  had  ample  funds 
to  meet  all  such  cases  of  want  this  would  seem  the 
wisest  and  best  disposition  to  be  made  of  them.  If 
we  undertook  the  support,  full  or  partial,  of  all  who 
chose  to  flock  here  from  other  States  and  countries 
it  would  be  difficult  to  discriminate,  ana  would  oper- 
ate to  the  prejudice  of  our  own  poor.  We  should 
have  an  efficient  and  worthless  population,  liable  at 
times,  when  out  of  work  and  needy,  to  become  law- 
less and  dangerous  to  public  order. 

As  there  appears,  therefore,  no  other  alternative 
for  the  non-settled  poor  who  will  not  g»  to  Tewks- 
bury  than  the  charity  of  the  Provident,  Howard  Be- 
nevolent, St.  Vincents  de  Paul  and  similar  associa- 
tions, it  behooves  the  public  to  keep  their  trea^urie8 
generously  replenished  this  winter  siiould  it  prove  an 
unusually  severe  one  for  the  poor.  If  not  perfect,  the 
Chardon-slreet  system  is  an  improvement  upon  any 
previous  mode  of  relief." 

The  reasons  for  and  nature  of  that  system,  Mr. 
Chairman,  were  all  set  forth  in  City  Document  No.  45 
for  the  year  1871,  being  the  overseers'  report  for  that 
year,  from  which  I  will  venture  a  few  citations: 
"Indiscriminate  almsgiving  is  now  admitted  to  be 
the  most  prolific  source  of  vagrancy  and  the  petty 
forms  of  vice.  Large  cities  draw  together  the  idle, 
the  thriftless,  the  vicious.  This  class  live,  if  they 
can,  on  the  Industrious  and  thrifty ;  they  would  be 
fed  and  warmed  and  clothed  on  means  they  do  not 
earn,  and  as  long  as  money  or  other  assistance  can 
be  had  for  the  mere  asking,  beggars  will  abound  and 
multiply.  To  meet  this  want  of  our  cii-izens  the 
Charily  Bureau  was  organized ;  municipal  relief  and 
private  charity  supplement  and  act  in  tinison  with 
each  other;  and  although  it  may  be  some  years  be- 
fore our  people  will  fully  understand  the  system,  the 
experience  of  every  month  satisfies  us  of  the  wisdom 
of  the  experiment.  In  this  connection  it  is  a  source 
of  gratification  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  plan  which 
has  been  inaugurated  in  Boston  of  bringing  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  and  the  private  charitable  organizar 
tions  together  in  one  building,  has  proved  not  only 
satisfactory  to  ourselves,  but  has  received  the  warm 
encomiums  of  those  interested  in  similar  works  in 
other  large  cities,  not  only  in  this  country  but  in  Eu- 
rope."  "Several  public  meetings  were  held  in  London 
during  the  month  of  March'  ;  "at  one  of  which,  sir, 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,  M.  P.,  was  chairman;  he  called 
particular  attention  to  what  had  been  done  in  Boston 
by  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  centralization  of 
charitable  agencies,  and  commended  our  system  and 
plan  to  the  favor  of  tne  British  public."  In  one  of 
the  circulars  issued  by  the  London  organization,  one 
of  the  main  causes  of  pauperism  is  stated  to  be  "the 
demoralization  of  the  poor  by  indiscriminate  char- 
ity." 'I'he  conclusion  to  which  my  examination  of 
the  subjec*  leads  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  that  if  the 
coming  sei  -on  threatens  to  be  severe,  it  is  our  duty  as 
men  to  pu^  our  hands  in  our  own  pockets  anr.  contrib- 
ute according  to  our  means  to  these  organ:.;ed  and 
combined  private  charities  of  our  city.  The  proposed 
dispofition  of  the  taxpayers'  money  for  the  contem- 
plaed  indiscriminate  distribution  of  soup  I  regard 
with  the  overseers  as  mischievous  and  with  the  City 
Solicitor  as  illegal.  Those  holding  difieient  views 
will  conscientiously  support  the  amendment.  I  can- 
not for  a  moment  suppose,  however,  that  any  mem- 
ber of  this  branch,  because  he  votes  for  this  employ- 
ment of  money  out  of   the   public  pocket,  will  arro- 


gate unto  himself  all  the  Christian  charity  there  is 
extant,  or  denounce  for  inhumanity  or  pelt  with 
Bible  quotations  those  who  are  so  bold  as  to  differ 
from  him. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  have  looked  at  this  thing 
very  thoroughly,  and  I  can't  see  where  we  have  any 
right  to  appropriate  a  dollar.  And  as  I  don't  propose 
to  do  that  which  is  manifestly  again^t  the  advice  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  I  would  move  you  tuat  this  whole  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  for 
them  to  act  as  they  may  think  best. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  November. 
Placed  on  file. 

Order  from  School  Committee  contemplating  the 
abandonment  of  the  Cottage-place  Schoolhouse,  and 
the  erection  of  a  new  house  near  Elmwood  street. 
Eeftrred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  conveyance  to  W. 
H.  Bordraan's  heirs  of  a  portion  of  Sturgis  street, 
discontinued. 

Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Request  for  additional  primary-school  accommoda- 
tions for  Heaili-street  scholars.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Pui)lic  Instruction. 

Report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  in  favor  of 
passage  of  re.-olve  and  order  to  widen  Magazine 
street^at  an  estimated  cost  of  $24,015  94.  (City  Doc. 
No.  124.)     Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Joint  Committee  ou  Streets  in  favor  of 
passage  of  resolve  and  order  to  extend  Quincy  place 
to  Pearl  place  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $12,784.  (City 
Doc.  No.  49.)    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Joiiit  Committee  on  Streets  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  lesolve  and  order  to  extend  Eustis 
street  to  Magazine  street  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$11,640  20.  (City  Doc.  No.  125.)  Passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  what  . 
changes  are  needed  in   ordinance  on  petroleum,  etc. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Requests  from  the  School  Committee  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Latin  and  English  High  School  lot, 
and  for  such  modification  of  plans  for  said  school- 
houses  as  will  provide  for  a  suitable  hall  for  meet- 
ings of  School  Committee.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Ins|)ection  of  Buildings,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  A.  T.  Stearns,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Fulton  street.  Ward  16, 
and  William  Pope  &  Sons  to  erect  a  lumber  shed  ob 
Albany  street,  submitted  reports  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  for  granting  the  same.  The  orderg 
were  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee  re- 
ported leave  to  witiidraw  on  petition  of  W.  T.  Brig- 
ham,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cellar  below  grade  at 
1043-45   Washington  street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  requested  to  consider  if  any  measures  should 
be  taken  for  the  better  protection  against  fire  of 
buildings  where  combustible  materials  are  stored, 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  tae  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Report 
accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  wliom  was  recommitted  the  report 
and  order  relative  to  cancelling  the  bonds  given  by 
Ivcry  Bean  and  John  S.  Dunlap,  reported  that,  hay- 
ing again  considered  the  same,  they  would  state  that 
frequent  interviews  have  been  held  with  the  parties, 
and  the  committee  are  convinced  that  it  is  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  to  adopt  the  order  of  June 
16  in  a  new  draft,  and  recommend  its  passage: 

Ordered,  That  upon  payment  of  one  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  to- 
gether with  all  taxes  due  at  th«  present  time,  the 
Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  cancel 
the  bonds  numbering  from  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thiity-seven,  both  inclusive,  and  which  were  given  by 
Ivory  Bean  and  John  S.  Dunlap,  May  1, 1871,  for  land 
on  Dedham  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and 
Albany  street,  as  represented  upon  a  plan  record- 
ed ;in  "Book  of  Plans,"  numbered  two,  page  two 
hundred  and  three,  of  "City  Lands  Sold,"  In  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  and 
that  the  said  Superintendent  be  directed  to  take  po«- 
session  of  the  aforesaid  lots  of  land  in  behalf  of  and 
for  the  use  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  AlderniBn  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  the  hill  of  J.  A.  &  W.  Bird  &  Co. 
for  $90  40  for  paint,  etc.,  furnished  the  Fire  Alarm 
Department,  being  in  excess  of  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose,  be  paid,  and  the  said  sum 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  fire  alarms, 

Passed. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That,  the  Joint  Standing  Comtnittee  on 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized 
to  employ  such  additional  clerical  assistance  in  the 
office  of  that  department  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
fiary,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  $450;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson  - 

Ordered.  That  the  maximum  number  of  litutenants 
in  the  Police  Department  be  fixed,  until  otherwise 
ordered,  at  thirty. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
to  cliange  the  mode  of  preparing  the  voting  lists  and 
of  registering  voters  in  this  city,  so  that  said  duties 
may  be  transferred  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
competent  registrars,  who  shall  perform  the  same 
as  nearly  as  practicable  within  the  limits  of  the  sev- 
eral wards  of  this  city. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  reported  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as 
follows:  Trustees  Permanent  Peace  Fund,  $9450, 
extension  of  Quincy  place  and  Pearl  place;  W. 
Elliot  Woodward,  $1437  35,  widening  and  extension 
of  Magazine  street;  Amasa  Whiting,  $2780,  widen- 
ing Hawley  street.     Severally  oassed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Henry  N. 
Sawyer  et  al.  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Thorn* 
ley  street,  and  inexpedient  to  make  the  proposed 
change  of  name  of  Eastern  avenue  to  "South  Perry 
avenue."    Severally  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
heirs  of  F.  J.  Chicbey,  $50,  35  Warrenton  street;  Ar- 
thur Pickerine  and  trustee,  $400, 1.30  Broad  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  an  order  to  pave  the  sidewalks  witb  brick 
on  Tremont  street,  between  Parker  and  Whitney 
streets,  and  report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  to  the 
Board.     Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  and  he  is  here- 
by directed,  on  and  after  the  passage  of  this  order  to 
permit  no  person  to  project  beyond  the  line  of  any 
public  street  in  this  city,  the  plinth  or  base  of  the 
front  of  any  building,  or  any  portion  of  any  building 
which  at  its  lowest  part  is  less  than  eight  feet  above 
the  sidewalk;  and  in  case  such  projections  are  made 
after  due  notice  by  him  to  the  contrary,  to  report 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  its  action. 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  notify  all  parties  taking  ;>ut  per- 
mits to  build,  of  the  above  order. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  schedules  of  sidewalk  as- 
sessments for  Pleasant  street.  Commercial  street 
(Ward  IH),  Norfolk  street,  L  street,  Columbus  avenue, 
Stoughton  street,  Chandler  street.  Woodbine  street, 
reported  orders  for  the  assessment  collection  of  the 
proportional  part  thereof. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of 
Boynton  Bros.,  to  erect  a  stable.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  James  0.  Connelly,  to  sive  an  exhibition  of  atli- 
letic  exercises  at  Institute  Hall;  Alert  Enalne  Com- 
.  pany,  to  give  a  series  of  assemblies  at  Oakland  Hall; 
W.  R.  Mitchell,  for  auctioneer's  license;  D.  H.  Hol- 
brook,  for  transfer  of  wagon  license;  Charles  M.  War- 
ren, for  wagon  stand  at  338  Dorchester  street;  Alfred 
Morrison,  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  at  the  corner  of 
Dix  place  and  Washington  street;  Alexander  McNu- 
ter,  Kendall  &  Dearborn,  Taylor  &  Burgess,  for  vic- 
tuallers', and  Mary  A.  Crawford,  for  mnholder's  li- 
cense;  William  Sherburn,  to  give  an  exhibition  of 
Japanese  paintings.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tion of  Curley  &  Lennon  to  use  furnace  at  No.  4 
Province  court.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of   John  P. 
Clapp,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessments  in  Ward 
16.    Accepted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  $17  84  assessed  upon  Richard 
Justice  for  sewer  in  Bolton  street  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  abated. 
Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Caleb  A.  Conant 
$85  51,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  a  deed  satisfactory 


Kingsbury  street;  the  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Sewers. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
reported  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  Samuel 
Mclntyre  for  delay  in  the  assessment  of  sewer  as- 
sessments.    Accepted. 

DUTIES   OF  THE   FIRE   COMMISSIONERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  report  "inex- 
pedient to  legislate,"  from  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, on  the  subject  of  the  control  of  the  En- 
gineers of  the  Eire  Department  by  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners at  fires,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  the 
report  was  accepted. 

FREE   PASSES   OVER  THE    FERRIES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield,  the  report  and 
order  to  furnish  passes  over  the  East  Boston  ferries 
to  the  Chief  and  Deputy-Chief  of  Police  and  to  the 
members  of  the  Police  Department  in  East  Boston 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hulbert,  the  report  and 
order  were  indefinitely  postponed. 

IMMORAL   EXHIBITIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward,  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Licenses  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  in- 
sert any  clause  or  condition  in  theatrical  licenses  on 
the  suhjeet  of  immoral  exhibitions  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  move  that  that  subject  be  in- 
definitely postponed,  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen having  made  it  unnecessary. 

Alderman  Sayward— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
little  discourteous.  This  report  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  the  order  was  passed.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  report  should  be  accepted. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

METROPOLITAN   RAILROAD   IN   BEACON   STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  order  for  a  hear- 
ing of  all  parties  interestd  in  proposed  location  of 
the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Beacon 
street,  from  Gloucester  street  to  Brighton  avenue, 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power— As  the  railroad  company  have 
secured  another  loc;ition,  I  suppose  they  don't  wish 
for  this  hearing.  I  move  that  that  matter  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Carried. 

THE   SOUP  QUESTION  AGAIN, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  order  for 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  provide,  under 
direction  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  a  free  distribution 
of  soup,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  incidentals,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark — I  move  as  a  substitute  to  that 
order  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  re- 
qwested  to  provide  supplies  of  soup  and  provisions 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  all  applicants  in  this  city 
who  may  require  such  form  of  assistance  during  the 
present  winter,  and  that  the  Police  Department  be 
directed  to  furnish  to  said  overseers  any  aid  in  the 
premises  which  they  may  require;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for   Overseers  of  Poor. 

Alderman  Clark— I  oft'er  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  original  order,  because  if  anything 
is  to  be  done  in  the  distribution  of  soup  the  present 
year,  it  is  high  time  we  were  about  it.  There  can  be 
»o  legal  objections  to  that,  and  I  don't  believe  there 
can  be  any  moral  objections  to  it.  It  will  be  placed 
before  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  they  can  con- 
sult the  Police  Department  about  it.  The  police  have 
all  the  apparatus  for  distributing  the  soup,  and  if 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  will  look  into  this  matter 
they  will  see  that  a  great  deal  of  soup  can  be  well 
distributed  by  the  police.  I  offer  this  order  because 
I  believe  it  is  wholly  unobjectionable  from  a  legal 
standpoint. 

Alderman  Hulbert— A  portion  of  this  order  has 
already,  in  substance,  been  passed  this  evening.  I 
would  suggest  to  the  Alderman  whether  he  had  better 
not  modify  his  order,  or  make  it  conform  to  the  one 
already  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  — I  understand  that  the  order 
passed  this  evening  amounts  to  just  about  this — it 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  and  they  will  unanimously  report  no  action 
necessary.  I  believe  a  majority  of  the  Board  believe 
that  some  action  is  necessary,  and  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  to  furnish  soup  to  those  who  have 
not  obtained  a  settlement  in  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  majority  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  believe  that  the  distribution  of  soup  or  provi- 
sions, except  by  themselves  or  the  various  charitable 
institutions,  is  wholly  unnecessary.  Now,  a  gnod 
many  people  think  to  the  contrary,  and  among  them 
some  one  or  two— certainly  one,  at  least,  of  that 
board— think  that  a  greater  di-tribution  will  be  neces- 
sary this  season.  I  have  no  objections  to  modifying 
the  order  to  conform  to  the  one  already  passed,  pro- 
vided BOcne  immediate  action  ehall  be  required.  I 
should  have  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  other  order 
had  not  this  one  been  taken  from  the  table.    I  believis 
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diute  relief  of  llie  meat,  moiiy  people  who  are  in  wan 
and  MiflVring  If  any  action  is  to  be  taken  at  all,  the 
presi'nt  year,  it  is  lime  w^;  were  about  it.  I  believe 
t'hison.i'r  will  accomplish  the  ends  desired,  and  obvi- 
ate any  lejal  objections  that  may  arise.  I  have  no 
donbt— at,  least  I  hope — it  will  meet  with  concurrent 
action  in  tlie  other  branch. 

Alderman  GatKeld— It  seems  to  rae  that  this  action 
is  premiture  and  improper.  I  know  it  is  not  the  pop- 
ular side  to  lake,  but  I  think  that  when  we  choose 
people  to  do  certain  work — men  of  character,  such  as 
compose  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor — it 
strikes  me  we  onylit  to  have  confidence  in  their  jnds;;- 
meiit.  This  matter  has  already  been  referred  to  the 
proper  authority— the  (nily  one  which  has  power  to 
ppeiid  the  money.  ^  ou  hnve  their  opinion  of  this 
matter,  that  it  is  inexpedient,  and  the  City  Solicitor 
has  decided  Ihat  it  is  illes^al.  It  strikes  ine  thnt  with 
this  double  influence,  we  should  have  no  fluuhr  about 
ouracii^-n.  Suppose  I  here  should  be  a  public  meeting 
in  Boston  which  would  pass  a  voledireciinir the  Cnm- 
niiitee  on  Sin  ets  to  lay  out  a  great  raaiy  streets,  and 
that  same  meetiiif^  shoulfl  pass  a  vole  of  eeiisnre  be- 
cause the  commiltee  did  n't  do  it.  This  vote  would 
fiinuly  lie  one  of  ceiisnre  on  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor.  -Those  two  words.  "s(mp"  and  "|>rovisions," 
would  simply  throw  ont  an  inducement  to  the  poor 
of  other  cities  to  come  here.  I  know  somethine; 
about  the  poor,  and  have  been  a  visitor  of  the  poor 
for  many  years.  I  feel  svmpaihy  for  the  poor,  and  I 
respect  I  heir  independence  when  they  have  it.  I 
want  to  do  everything  to  prevent  an  increase  o)  pau- 
pers in  the  city.  Now  atientleman  snid  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  are  doin;;  everylliing  they  can  lo  keep 
men  at  work,  and  I  think  it  wcuild  be  the  best  to 
spend  thousands  of  dollars  in  ihatway.  Then  we 
get  a  quid  pio  >uo.  This  same  question  has  been 
called  ii|i  in  New  York.  A  nieetiiifr  of  the  various 
ctiaritable  siK'ieiies  was  held  and  Ihe  Hist  piopot*ition 
made  wa>  like  tins  one — a  generous  propo-ition,  sir, 
moved  by  generous  impulses,  a  motion  whs  made 
to  provide  so;;p  for  the  poor,  when  Mr  Domaii  B. 
Baton  immediately  arose  and  said  it  would  be 
a  boniily  to  the  poor,  and  cause  the  poor 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  to  rush  to 
New  York.  I  know  a  great  rnany  poor  peo- 
ple come  lo  Bo^t(m,  becnu-e  we  have  a  great 
many  charitable  societies,  and  we  provide  well  for 
tlie  poor  I  hive  known  of  a  photogrnph  of  the  in- 
siitiiiions  ai  Ueer  Inland  being  distributed  thrcnigh 
England  to  ^how  how  well  we  piovide  for  ihe  poor  in 
Ho-lon.  Therefore  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  let 
thi>  thing  go  to  the  twelve  gentlemt  11  who  com-titute 
the  Board  of  Overseers  of' the  Poor,  and  hear  what 
they  have  L'ot  to  say  before  we  take  action.  If  they 
»My  they  want  twelve  ihiMisand  dollars  fur  the  pur- 
pose 1  will  vote  lo  give  it  to  them. 

Alderman  Quincy  — AlUision  was  made  to  the  popu- 
larity of  this  uiafler,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  presume  it  is 
as  iiifliffereni  to  the  oiher  memb(!is  of  ihe  Ro  rd  as  it 
is  to  me:  and  I  hope  we  sh-ill  all  act  according  to  our 
convi' tions  I  have  already  ^hown  rav  reasons  for 
oppohing  this  plan;  and  having  referred  the  subject 
to  the  overseers.  I  will  nor  now  vote  to  iiislruct 
tliein.  If  I  hey  have  expressed  their  h(mest  convic- 
tions—as  they  certainly  have- it  does  seem  to  me 
JikeaV'teof  censure  upon  this  Board  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  to  pass  this  order. 

Alderin.in  Clark— I  do  not  intend,  in  offering  this 
ordei',  lo  have  it  appear  that  it  is  a  vote  of  censure 
upon  the  Overseers  of  ihe  Po(U-.  No  member  i-f  this 
Bo,  rd  has  h  greater  respect  for  them  than  I  have  mv- 
self,  I  u  iderstand  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
onlv  give  relief  to  those  who  have  a  settlement  here. 
If  the  t;h;iriiy  Bureau  is  open  to  all  persons  ubo  are 
iu  want,  and  aid  is  rendered  to  all  uorihv  persons 
who  apply  there,  then  T  don'i  know  but  I  should  de- 
cline lo  vote  for  any  appropriaiion  for  fuither  ex- 
penr  iiniVK.  But  I  have  my  information  fiom  one  of 
the  Oversi-ers  of  the  Poor,  one  jirobably  who  spends 
as  niiirh  of  his  time  among  the  pauper  poimlatiim  of 
the  oily  as  any  other  member  of  the  hood;  lu  d  I  e  in- 
foim~me  that  some  |)art  of  fhe  arraiiL'ement  would 
he  mo.st  excellent.  He  has  snszgested  how  it  can  he 
dioiie  in  a  leiter  to  a  member  of  the  Common  Council, 
to  which  no  one  could  make  any  ohjecti.  n.  Now 
this  same  gentleman  told  me  rhai  in  visilinir  ihe  poor 
of  the  city  he  did  find  f)Hriies,  whole  families,  who 
were  i-or.  ly  in  want  of  Ihe  necessaries  jf  IHe— in  re- 
garil  to  fuel,  clothing  and  food  tie  Is  h  member  of 
the  Board  of  Over.-eers.  aim  he  cited  several  insrances 
where  complaints  hud  been  made  that  (lersims  were 
not  proiieilv  attend  d  to  by  Ihe  Overseer- of  the 
Poor  Upon  looking  around  him  he  found  there  was 
DO  occasion  for  the  compUiint.  Now  if  we  have  got 
several  I  honsand  dollars  to  spare  let  us  spend  it  in 
this  wav.  We  can  spend,  in  Ihis  way.  the  money 
left  over  from  the  Fourth  of  July,  F  rion'tmean  to 
pass  a  vole  of  cen-ure  upon  Ihe  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  hut  I  do  say  there  are  a  L'reat  many  cases  of 
honest  poverty  which  escape  the  attentioli  of  that 
board.    1  know  that  the  soup  distributed  last  winter 


did  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  mos 
excelleut  thing.  I  know  that  a  great  many  families 
were  relieved  by  it;  heads  of  families  out  of  emoloy- 
ment  were  aided.  There  is  n't  a  single  day  that  gen- 
tlemen in  business  don't  have  applications  from  men 
thrown  out  of  employment,  who  tind  it  almost  im- 
pobsible  to  obtain  work  enough  to  support  their  fami- 
lies. This  idea  of  increasing  the  objects  of  charity 
by  allowing  ourselves  to  render  a  little  aid  to  the 
Buffering  poor  during  the  season  is.  in  my  opinion, 
absurd.  I  do  not  believe  poor  people  leave  their 
homes  and  come  here  just  because  they  know  they 
can  get  a  quart  of  soup.  I  hope,  sir,  that  we  shall 
pass  this  order  or  take  such  action  as  will  allow  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  make  an  extra  expenditure 
for  the  furnishing  of  soup  for  the  poor  during  the 
present  season. 

Alderman  Gaffleld — The  Alderman  has  referred  to 
a  letter  from  one  gentleman.  That  gentleman  is  one 
of  a  committee  of  twelve.  He  has  not  had  the  ex- 
petieuce  of  other  gentlemen  of  that  board.  That 
gentleman's  views  are  different  from  those  of  others 
who  have  had  a  larger  experience  in  this  matter. 
Now,  I  want  to  call  the  attention  to  the  fact  that  we 
have  charitable  societies  and  this  gentleman  is  him- 
self president  of'one;  he  knows  that  the  city  is  dis- 
tricted, and  he  knows  that  every  person  can  be  sent 
to  any  one  of  them.  There  is  the  Howard  Benevo- 
lent Society,  and  a  great  many  others,  and  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  getting  a  case  investigated.  It  is  this 
helping  the  poor  without  investigation  that  increases 
poverty  in  our  city.  Therrare  rooms  in  the  house  of 
this  society  in  order  that  the  institutions  may  all  work 
together.  I  feel  sure  that  if  the  matter  is  left  as  it 
ought  to  be  that  it  will  be  done  as  it  ought  to  be 
done.  I  feel  for  the  poor,  and  I  have  n't  worked 
twenty-five  years  for  the  poor  without  knowing 
something  about  them.  When  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  ask  for  this  sum,  I  will  vote  for  it;  I  would  vote 
to  give  them  ten  thousand  rather  than  three  or  four 
thousand  to  spend  in  this  work. 

Alderman  Gibson— This  matter  seems  to  be  sur- 
rounded with  difficulty  at  every  point.  If  I  under- 
stand the  matter  right  it  is  this:  We  have  no  right  to 
provide  soup  for  the  poor,  and  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  have  no  ri»ht  to  assist  any  but  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton. Now,  we  have  a  great  many  who  are  not  citi- 
zens of  Boston — a  great  many  widows  and  children 
and  infirm  people  I  should  be  very  glad  to  vote  for 
this  appropriation  if  I  can  be  shown  that  it  is  legal. 
But  here  I  go  to  the  City  Solicitor  and  he  says  it  is 
not  legal  Now,  I  don't  imagine  we  could  elect  a 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  who  would  go  through 
all  the  byways  and  alleys,  and  to  every  poor  man's 
and  woman's  house,  and  make  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  their  affairs.  I  know  one  gentleman  wha 
does  make  thorough  investigations  among  the  poor, 
and  if  gentlemen  were  to  hear  some  of  the  stories  he 
tells  they  would  shed  tears.  Now,  I  don't  believe 
you  can  get  a  party  for  nothing  who  will  make  such 
invesligations,  and  I  don't  believe  there  is  another 
man  or  a  woman  who  will  go  round  among  the  dens, 
of  this  city  as  he  does.  We'have  families  in  this  city 
who  live  in  dens  as  filthy  as  any  hogs. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  ask  the  Alderman  if 
the  Board  of  Health  have  been  notified  of  such- 
cases. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  don't  know  from  my  own  per- 
sonal observation — only  what  I  have  heard.  Now  if 
we  could  limit  this  distribution,  so  that  no  man  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twenty  and  fifty,  unless  infirm, 
would  receive  it,— if  there  is  an  able-bodied  man 
coming  in  I  would  like  to  cut  him  off.  I  would  like 
to  vote  three,  five  or  ten  thousand  dollars  to  these 
suffering  families,  but  I  don't  exactly  see  how  we 
can  separate  it.  That  is  what  puzzles  me.  We  have 
no  legal  right  to  do  it.  Neither  can  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  do  so,  except  the  applicants  have  a  settle- 
ment. If  we  had  authority  to  establish  soup  houses 
in  every  ward  in  this  city— if  we  could  hav«  a  party 
to  take  charge  of  it,  and  send  tickets  only  to  the  de- 
serving, I  should  be  willing  to  stretch  a  little  in  my 
vote— but  I  can't  do  it  now.  This  thing  is  abused 
very  much.  Very  much  of  the  soup  is  ex- 
changed for  liquor.  Miserable  creatures  will  take 
the  quart  of  soup  and  exchange  it  for  liquor.  I  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  true.  I  agree  that 
the  deserving  poor  ought  to  be  helped.  How  much 
time  do  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  spend  in  going 
about  the  city?  I 'd  like  to  know  that.  If  you  will 
show  me  how  I  can  vote  for  this  thing  legally,  I  will' 
do  It. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  heard  gome  curious 
stories  in  relation  to  this  distribution  of  soup.  I 
have  heard  that  even  boarding-house  keepers  in 
Ward  1  were  supplied  with  soup  during  the  winter, 
and  when  the  soup  was  discontinued  in  the  spring 
they  gave  up  seeping  boarding  house.  This  ex- 
changing of  soun  for  liquor  is  a  new  revelation  from' 
Ward  1. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  did  n't  allude  to  Ward  1. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  don't  intend  to  censure  the 
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Overseers  of  the  Poor  by  my  vote,  but  vfhat  I  intend 
to  do  is  in  a  legal  way. 

Aldurinan  Sayward — This  thina;  is  getting  a  little 
mixed — ihis  "soup  and  other  provisions."  If  this 
thing  is  illegal,  I  don't  understand  that  it  will  make 
it  legal  to  give  it  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
then  for  them  to  give  it  to  the  police. 

Alderman  Stebbirs — This  order  provides  foi  an  ex- 
penditure from  the  appropriation  for  Department  for 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Sayward— Then  I  ask  whether  this 
money  can  be  spent  except  upon  those  who  have  a 
settlement  here? 

AUlentiaii  Stebbins— I  should  hope  that  the  police 
will  exercise  great  care  and  discrimination — giving 
the  SOU])  and  investigating  the  case  afterwards. 

Alderman  Sayward — Then  let  us  be  men  and  give 
tlie  poor  people  soup,  and  let  'he  police  investigate 
afterwards.  We  should  Vote  manfully,  and  vote 
eitlier  for  soup  or  no  so'ip.  We  can  take  tiie  chances, 
and  if  there  is  an  injunction  we  can  put  our  liands  in 
our  pockets.     I  think  we  had  better  run  the  risk. 

Alderman  Quiucy— I  don't  think  we  ought  to  dodge 
the  question,  but  come  up  immediately.  "  I  honestly 
believe  that  a  vote  for  this  measure  is  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure. The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  report  that  it  is  in- 
expedient. Now  if  I  believed  that  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  were.all  wrong,  I  would  vote  to  instruct 
them.  I  don't  see  how  gentlemen  who  vote  that  way 
can  help  seeing  it  in  the  light  of  a  censure. 

Alderman  Clark — I  don't  think  it  is  a  vote  of  cen- 
sure. We  simply  disagree  with  them.  The  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  are  not  unanimous  in  their  opinion.  Be- 
cause we  don't  think  just  as  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  do,  is  no  reason  why  the  passage  of  this  order 
should  be  construed  into  a  vote  of  censure.  I  under- 
etand  that  if  we  instruct  the  parties  who  are  specially 
designated  to  have  charge  of  the  poor  of  the  city  to 
spend  a  certain  amount  of  money,  that  makes  it  le- 
gal. I  don't  profess  to  understand  much  about  law, 
but  that  is  common  sense.  I  don't  propose  to  dodge 
this  question  in  any  shape.  I  would  vote  for  this 
resolution  in  any  form,  either  for  the  soup  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  police  or  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
I  would  have  no  objections  to  striking  out  the  word 
provi.-ions.  I  hardly  know  whether  the  gentleman  from 
■Ward  1  is  arguing  for  or  against  soup  ;certainly  if  he  be- 
lieves the  soup  is  exchanged  for  rum,  that  is  a  reason 
for  him  to  vote  against  il.  I  don't  believe  that  the 
soup  obtaitied  at.  the  station  houses  is  exchanged  for 
rum.  All  applicants  are  oliliged  to  give  their  name, 
age  and  place  of  residence,  and  those  applicants  are 
looked  after.  It  may  be  that  in  some  cases  persons 
get  soup  who  are  not, entitled  to  it.  but  in  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a  hundred  this  soup  distributed  has 
done  good,  so  we  are  informed  by  the  captains  and 
patrolmen.  I  believe  that  no  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended during  the  year  does  more  good  than  this. 
I  don't  care  whether  it  is  popular  or  unpopular,  but 
I  believe  in  it,  and  shall  vote  for  it.  I  don't  propose 
to  vote  to  censure  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  or  the 
officers  of  the  charitable  institutions.  But  if  they 
had  any  amoxint  of  money  they  could  find  opportu- 
nity to  do  good  with  it.  Now,  there  are  parties  who 
devote  their  whole  time  in  such  institutions  at  the 
North  End,  who  go  about  into  the  houses,  and  cel- 
lars, and  garrets  of  these  poor  people,  where  proba- 
bly very  few  of  these  Overseers  of  the  Poor  ever  go. 
But  these  men  and  women  go  there  every  daj,  and 
one  of  those  good  women  said  to  me  the  other  day 
that  it  made  her  heart  bleed  when  she  heard  of  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  refusing  to  give  this  small  pit- 
tanc«  to  the  poor.  Si^e  devotes  her  life  and  her 
money  for  this  cause.  These  are  the  parties,  Mr. 
Chairman,  who  know  whether  the  appropriation  is 
judicious  or  harmful. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  disclaim  any  intent  to  cen- 
sure the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  They  do  something 
that  is  according  to  law;  this  is  to  make  them  do 
something  contrary  to  law.  Now,  I  believe  the  best 
place  to  huve  this  thing  done  is  just  where  it  has  been 
done  for  several  years  past— at  the  station  houses.  We 
can  put  it  upon  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  if  we 
choose.  In  my  ward  I  don't  believe  there  are  many 
who  will  need  this  soup,  but  if  any  one  in  my  ward 
wanted  to  get  some  soup  and  had  to  come  int'o  Bos- 
ton to  the  Charity  Bureau,  he  would  starve  before  he 
got  there. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  I  shall  vote  to  have  this 
soup  dispensed.  The  reasons  given  why  this  Board 
should  not  so  vote  arc  various.  They  remind  me  of 
the  reasons  given  by  a  man  who  was  asked  to  take 
something  to  drink.  He  said  he  would,  but  there 
were  three  reasons  why  he  could  not.  First,  he  prom- 
ised his  father  on  his  dyiue  bed  that  he  would  never 
take  anything;  second,  he  belonged  to  a  total  absti- 
nence society;  and  third,  he  had  just  taken  some- 
thing. This  soup  is  something  like  that.  A  gentle- 
man comes  up  here  and  says,  ''I  would  willingly  vote 


for  this  soup,  but  the  wrong  parties  will  get  it,  and 
for  that  reason  I  can't  vote  for  it."  Another  gentle- 
man says,  '•!  would  willingly  vote  for  it,  but  it  would 
do  damage  to  the  community,  and  therefore  I  can't 
vote  for  it."  Another  one  says,  and  this  is  the 
third  reason;  that  it  is  illegal  and  it  can't  be  done. 
Now  I  propose  to  vote  for  it  and  take  my  chances. 

Alderman  Gibson — It  seems  to  me  we  don't  talk  as 
if  this  thing  were  thoroughly  understood.  If  I  under- 
stand it  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  the  right  to 
spend  money  only  for  those  who  have  lived  here  long 
enough.  Now  we  ask  them  to  do  something  that  we 
wont  do  ourselves.  They  have  got  no  money  to  do 
it'with.  We  ask  them  to  feed  a  population  that  it  is 
illegal,  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  feed. 
Now  they  can  deal  out  a  ton  of  coal  or  send  supplies 
to  those  in  need.  But  suppose  they  find  a  party  who 
has  a  large  family  and  i8;deserving,;and  yet  he  has  n't 
gained  a  residence  here.  They  can't  aid  him.  So  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  best  plan  is  to  have  It  done 
through  the  police  stations.  But  if  we  vote  to  do 
that  they  say  there  would  be  an  injunction,  though  I 
don't  think  that  would  be  the  case.  It  would  be 
best  not  to  direct  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  do  an 
illegal  thing;  we  had  better  do  it  ourselves  and  face 
it,  and  then  if  any  citizens  wish  to  get  out  an  injunc- 
tion they  can. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  informed  that  the  rule  of 
the  Auditor's  Department  is  that  utter  the  City  Soli- 
citor has  decided  that  any  order  is  illegal  no  bills  for 
expenditures  under  that  order  will  be  approved.  So 
we  may  pass  vote  after  vote  and  no  money  can  be 
had.  For  this  reason  I  think  the  better  way  is  to 
vote  for  the  order  of  the  genth  m  m  from  Ward  6. 

Alderman  Gibson  -If  the  bins  should  come  from 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  could  they  be  approved? 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  overseers  sometimes 
draw  their  money  in  large  amounts,  and  the  bills  do 
not  have  to  be  approved  the  same  as  in  other  depart- 
ments. 

Alderman  Gibson — It  seems  to  me  that  this  thing 
is  like  a  man-of-war  without  guns. 

Alderman  Hulbert-lt  seems  to  me  that  by  passing 
a  vote  which  wUl  contain  the  latter  part  of  the  order 
of  Alderman  Clark  we  will  cover  all  the  ground  that 
we  can  cover.  I  don't  think  we  can  vote  to  spend 
money  illegally,  and  I  shall  not  do  it.  This  thing 
has  assumed  publicity.  The  late  Mayor  got  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  I  understand  he  would  have 
vetoed  any  order  of  that  kind.  I  think  this  order  we 
have  passed  this  evening  for  the  Board  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  to  take  such  action  as  they  may  deem 
best  is  all  right,  and  then  if  the  Alderman  from_  Ward 
6  shall  offer  another  order  requiring  the  police  to 
render  assistance  when  called  upon,  then  we  will 
cover  all  the  uround  we  can  legally.  I  don't  see  how 
we  can  act  differently.  I  took  the  pains,  today,  to  go 
over  the  list  of  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  this  city.  They  are  a 
very  likely  set  of  men.  I  know  some  of  them,  and 
others  I  don't  knovs .  They  are  intelligent  men,  and 
understand  their  business.  Now,  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  have  to  their  credit  some  $34,000  to  be  ex- 
pended. Those  gentlemen  have  reported  to  us,  as 
fate  ;as  November  37,  that  the  practice  of  distrib- 
uting soup  at  the  police  stations  tends  to  aggravate 
poverty.  Another  gentleman,  who  spends  his  time 
in  benevolent  labors,  says,  ''Don't  give  your  alms  in- 
discriminately. There  are  an  immense  amount  of 
false  and  fictitious  applications  being  made."  It  is 
the  opinion  of  all  who  have  to  do  charitable  work 
that  ihis  way  of  doing  it  is  not  the  correct  one.  And 
when  the  press  has  spoken  out  so  strongly  on  this 
subject,  I  think  we  are  fully  warranted  when  we 
make  this  request  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
by  doing  so  we  shall  have  relieved  ourselves  of  it. 
It  is  a  very  small  matter,  three  thousand  dollars  for 
soup;  it  seems  like  idle  talk  about  nothing. 

Alderman  Clark— It  does  n't  appear  to  me  to  be  a 
small  matter  bj;  any  means.  It  may  be  a  small  mat- 
ter to  us,  individually,  but  it  may  be  a  very  large 
matter  to  hundreds  and  thousands  of  people  in  the 
city.  This  order  simply  requests  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  to  do  this  thing— it  don't  direct  them.  The 
gentlemen  on  that  board  will  not  do  it  if  they  find 
there  are  legal  objections  to  doing  it.  They  are  not 
going  to  do  an  illegal  thing  simply  because  we  re- 
quest them  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope,  by  all  means,  that  it  will 
be  done  legally,  and  I  agree  entirely  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  overseers  will  do  all  they  can  possibly 
do.  and  I  believe  we  have  the  information  from  the 
same  gentleman  that  they  do  act  somewhat  beyond 
their  legal  obligations  in  dispensing  the  public  chari- 
ties, and  I  think  they  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  it.  I 
should  certainly  wish  to  avoid  everything  illegal  and 
hope  it  will. have  certain  restrictions  that  will  take 
away  all  illegality.      If   it   is   necessary  to  have  it 
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amended,  to  have  it  come  within  the  legal  require- 
ments, I  hope  it  will  be  done.  But,  at  all  events,  I 
think  we  should  pass  it  in  some  way. 

Alderraan  Sayward — If  we  all  believe  in  the  good 
judgment  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  why  do  we 
want  to  put  in  any  additional  order?  Why  do  we 
want  to  request  them  to  do  anything?  It  is  just  as 
well  as  to  pass  an  additional  order.  I  don't  believe 
the  overseers  can  have  any  better  information  than 
they  can  get  at  the  police  stations.  Now,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  police  have  better  means  of  informa- 
tion than  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  can  have,  but  I 
think  it  would  certainly  be  better  to  leave  it  where  it 
is  than  to  pass  another  order. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  agree  that  it  is  just  where  it 
ought  to  be.  Of  course  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
would  n't  take  any  action  that  is  illegal  or  inexpedi- 
ent, and  it  seems  to  me  that  although  we  can't 
directly  appropnate  money  for  the  purpose,  yet  we 
can  legally  direct  them  to  spend  their  own  money. 
[The  Alderman  read  a  portion  of  the  extract  pre- 
viously quoted.]  That  is  the  way  in  which  they  are 
authorized  to  spend  their  money,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  direct  the  committee  to  make  expenditures 
in  any  other  way. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
in  addition  to  the  money  which  they  receive  from 
the  Council,  are  also  the  agents  for  the  trust  funds 
left  to  the  city  for  the  aid  of  the  poor.  Those  fnnds 
amount  to  over  $300,000  and  some  of  them  are  not 
tied  up  in  any  such  way.  They  are  the  agents  of  the 
city  and  it  is  entirely  legal  to  dispense  those  funds  as 
they  judge  best.  There  are  the  i'embroke  and  Boyl- 
ston  and  various  other  funds — one  is  for  the  pious 
alone,  one  for  furnishing  wood  and  coal,  but  a  large 
amount  is  limited  to  the  discretion  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor.  TLe  other  order  that  is  referred  to  has 
nothing  directory  about  it.  The  order  that  was  di- 
rectoiy  was  from  the  other  branch.  I  think  we  had 
better  dispose  of  this  matter  by  passing  this  order. 

Alderman  Gaffield — The  amount  is  small  and  the 
number  of  poor  is  large.  I  meant  no  reflection  when 
I  said  it  is  popular,  and  I  don't  reflect  upon  any 
gentleman  of  this  Board,  for  I  don't  think  that  they 
advocate  this  matter  because  it  is  popular,  but  I  will 
say  that  it  is  a  fact  that  a  gentleman  in  the  other 
Tjranch  made  a  speech  on  the  subject  just  before 
election,  and  he  wanted  copies  of  the  speech  to  dis- 
tribute among  his  constituents  to  let  them  see  what 
he  had  10  say.  You  may  say  what  you  please;  you 
may  say  "Oh  pshaw."  or  not,  just  as  you  please;  and 
you  may  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but 
it  is  a  fact.  Now,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  that  these 
gentlemen  do  visit  among  the  poor  to  si.-e  that 
their  paid  visitors  do  their  duty.  I  don't 
think  the  gentlemen  of  this  Board  can  have  visited 
the  poor  much,  if  they  had  they  would  n't 
have  said  what  they  have.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  true  that  there  is  a  great  amount  of  poverty  in 
Boston  this  winter.  It  is  my  experience  that  the 
harder  the  winter  the  warmer  are  the  hearts  of  the 
people  and  the  greater  the  charities.  In  times  of 
panic  men  who  want  money  feel  more  for  others. 
There  are  in  this  city  a  hundred  and  fifty  churches, 
each  of  which  has  a  sewins  circle  or  charitable  organ- 
ization; there  are  various  benevolent  societies,  and 
last  of  all  ciime  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  with  the 
funds  which  they  can  use  for  this  temporary  relief 
we  are  speaking  of,  and  they  can  render  that  aid  as 
they  think  best.  I  should  be  sorry  to  have  it  go  forth 
to  the  world  that  we  allow  our  poor  to  suffer.  You 
can  eo  to  the  right  source— there  are  twenty  or 
thirty  charitable  societies,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty 
churches,  each  of  which  is  a  charitable  society  of  it- 
self. Now,  we  propose  to  have  five  hundred  more, 
for  every  one  of  these  police  officers  will  become  a 
visitor  of  the  poor  and  dispenser  of  charitv.  I  be- 
lieve every  one  of  these  twelve  Overseers  of  "the  Poor 
18  competent  to  judge  what  is  best  for  the  poor. 

Alderman  Quincy— In  order  lo  test  the  sense  of 
the  Board  on  this  question  I  move  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject,  and  on  that  I  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Alderman  Power— As  the  papers  and  political  tick- 
ets have  been  flying  about  during  the  past  week,  and 
various  intimations  have  been  made  that  I  had 
reached  the  highest  pinnacle  of  fame  that  was  pos- 
sible for  me,  gentlemen  wont  accuse  me  of  trying 
to  seek  any  more  popularity  by  espousing  the  side  of 
the  poor  people.  I  don't  wish,  however,  to  vote,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  any  order  that  will  have  anythinn  like 
an  appearance  of  censure  upon  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  because  I  believe  them  to  be  high-minded 

fentlemen  who  have  endeavored  to  do  their  duty  as 
ar  as  tney  can.  But  I  don't  believe  that  they  have 
the  opportunity  to  know  the  misery  and  want  that 
exists  in  this  city,  that  the  policemen  do.      I  believe 


that  this  soup,  distributed  under  this  system  from 
the  police  stations,  with  proper  restrict  ens,  will  do 
an  immen^e  si<;ht  of  good;  I  don't  see  how  it  can 
help  it.  I  don't  believe  in  the  indiscriinina  te  distri- 
bution of  the  soup,  but  I  do  believe  it  can  be  dis- 
pensed so  that  it  will  be  a  substantial  benefit  to 
thousands  of  poor  persons.  A  great  many  people 
must  and  do  suffer  before  their  wants  can  be  proper- 
ly known  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  while  at  every 
police  station  each  officer  certainly  knows  the  true 
condition  of  all  within  his  precinct.  Therefore,  if 
this  soup  can'  be  furnished  and  dispened 
under  proper  restrictions,  I  mean  to  vote 
for  it.  it  has  been  furnished  year  after 
year  by  this  City  Goveinment.  Now  it  is  said 
that  it  IS  illesial,  but  I  can't  see  how  it  can  be  any  less 
legal  to  furnish  soup  this  year  than  it  is  to  furnish 
■music  on  the  Common.  When  that  came  up  hi.'.re  I 
saidjthe  money  would  be  wanted  lo  furnish  soup  for 
the  poor  this  winter.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  soup 
is  more  needed  than  was  the  music  on  the  Common. 
If  the  order  has  the  appearance  of  di<'tation  or  re- 
flection, or  censure  on  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  I 
don't  want  to  vote  for  it,  because  I  believe  those 
gentlemen  do  all  that  they  can  under  the  laws  by 
which  they  are  sroverned. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  to  amend  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "requested,"  the  words  "at  their  dis- 
cretion." 

Alderman  Clark  accepted  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Hulbert— 1  don't  think  it  is  quite  in 
shape  yet. 

[Alderman  Gibson  in  the  chair.] 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  this  has  got 
to  be  boys'  play.  If  we  have  a  board  who  are  com- 
petent to  oversee  the  poor,  why  not  let  them  do  it? 
If  you  have  not,  then  abandon  them  and  put  some- 
body there  who  is  competent.  It  does  n't  seem  to 
me  that  this  board  ought  to  take  up  a  work  that  is 
left  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Now,  why  tamper 
with  them?  I  trust  this  order  will  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair: 

Alderman  Clark— This  has  got  nothing  to  do  with 
their  duties.  It  has  always  been  done  by  the  Police- 
Department,  but  it  has  been  decided  by  the  City 
Solicitor  that  this  soup  cannot  be  legally  distributed 
by  the  city  as  formerly.  We  propose  to  put  it  in  a 
shape  that  will  make  it  legal. 

Alderman  (iaffield— I  think  I  understand  that  it 
goes  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

AljJ.ernian  Clark— I  think  we  all  understand  that 
the  whole  matter  goes  back  to  them. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  subject  is  now  before  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  act  as  they  deem  best.  The 
expression  used  by  AlderniHU  Gibson,  that  thi-i  is 
like  a  man-of-war  without  guns,  meets  the  idea  ex- 
actly. 

Aldcman  Clark— I  accepted  the  amendment  "at 
their  discretion";  if  the  times  do  not  demand  it  the 
overseers  certainly  will  not  do  it.  There  has  bet-n 
suffering  this  winter  I  read  the  other  day  of  a  wom- 
an actually  dying  from  starvation.  Her  husband 
had  been  thrown  out  of  employment;  he  went  out  to 
find  some  work,  and  before  he  returned  she  died.  I 
suppose  that  is  a  case  where  a  rann  hadn't  a  settle- 
ment; I  suppose  he  had  n't  psiid  fixes  f(ir  ten  years. 
There  are  a  great  many  families  who  dcm't  have  as 
much  food  to  sustain  life  as  they  ought  to  have. 

Alderman  Gibson  called  for  the  question. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  alderman  Quincy's 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  whole  subject: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Gaffield,  Gibson,  Hulbert, 
Quincy  and  Sayward— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Emery, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone W1I8  lost. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  substitute  or- 
der of  Alderman  Clark: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Clark,  Emery, 
Power,  Stebbins.  6. 

Nays — Alderuien  Cutter,  Gaffield,  Gibson,  Hulbert, 
Quincy,  Sayward,  6. 

There  being  a  tie  the  order  was  declared  defeated. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  that  the  original  oider  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Stebbins — As  that  order  has  been  decid- 
ed illegal,  I  shall  certainly  vote  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone it. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

THE    PARK    QUESTION. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  to  take  up  the  orders  re- 
lating to  a  public  park.     Lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Gounoil, 

DECEMBER    18,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held,  this  evening,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  PROM  TSra:  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Various  petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
■with  instructions  to  fill  vacancy,  of  a  communication 
from  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  resigning  as  a  Director  of  said 
institutions. 

Report  referring  to  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
the  order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Survey,  etc., 
of  Buildings  to  consider  and  report  what  measures 
should  be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  buildings 
composed  of  combustible  materials  in  densely  popu- 
lated parts  of  the  city.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  oq  petition  of  W.  T. 
Brigham,  for  leave  to  construct  a  building  below 
grade,  in  rear  of  1043-45  Washington  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  William  Pope  & 
Son  to  erect  a  lumber  shed  on  Albany  street. 

Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  A.  T. 
Stearns  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Fulton  street, 
Ward  16. 

Passed. 

Report  and  order  (new  draft)  authorizing  treasurer 
to  cancel  two  bonds  given  by  Ivory  Bean  and  John 
S.  Dunlap,  of  May  1,  1871,  for  certain  land  on  Ded- 
ham  street;  and  directing  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  to  take  possession  of  said  land. 

Passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  hospital  lands  and  build- 
ing on  Swett  street,  now  in  charge  of  Board  of 
Health,  be  transferred  to  custody  of  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Passed. 

The  following  were  read  once: 

Order  authorizing  the  employment  of  additional 
clerical  assistance  in  the  office  of  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Building,  at  not  exceeding  $450. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  J.  A.  &  W.  Bird  &  Co.  of 
$90  40,  for  paint  furnished  the  Fire-Alarm  Depart- 
ment. 

Order  to  pay  Amasa  Bird  $505  50,  for  paints,  paint- 
ing, carting,  etc.,  for  said  department. 

Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners  for 
widening  Pearl  near  Milk  street,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $66,440.     (City  Document.  No.  133). 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  Re^^erved  Fund 
of  $35,000  to  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  to 
change  the  mode  of  preparing  voting  lists,  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  competent  registrars. 

On  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said— 

This  appears  to  be  an  important  matter,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. The  order  is  one  which  every  member  of  this 
Council  and  citizens  generally  are  interested  in.  I 
would  like  some  member  present  to  give  an  explana- 
tion of  what  it  is  intended  to  do. 

Th§  President— Is  the  Council  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  the  order  lie  on  the 
table. 

Carried. 

DUTIES  OP  THE   FIRE   COMMISSIONERS. 

.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  inexpedi- 
ent to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  Fire  Depart- 
ment, so  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  shall  not  inter- 
fere with  Engineers  while  engaged  in  extinguishing 
fires,  came  from  the  Aldermen,  accepted. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Mr.  President,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  this  order  was  introduced  by  myself, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  of 
which,  on  the  part  of  this  branch,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  the  chairman.  It  came  up  once  before  the  com- 
mittee when  I  was  present,  and  after  some  little 
discussion,  at  the  suggestion  of  a  member  from 
this  branch,  who  desired  to  take  time  to  investi 
gate  it,  thinking  it  a  matter  of  considerable  gravity, 
and  he  should  not  like  to  pass  upon  it  until  after 
some  reflection— although  I  was  ready  to  deal  with  it 
then,  I  thought  that  any  member  should  have  such 
time  to  investigate  as  he  thought  fit— it  was 
postponed.    It     came    up     at    the    next   meeting 


and  in  my  absence  the  report  here  recommended — 
inexpedient — was  adopted,  in  the  absence  of  the 
member  who  had  introduced  it  and  was  expected  to 
give  such  reasons  for  its  adoption  as  might  to  him 
seem  weighty  and  just.  It  seemed  to  me  that  that 
was  a  very  irregular  course  of  proceeding,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  so  far  as  some  of  the  members  of 
this  branch  are  concerned  it  was  against  their  wishes. 
I  see  it  was  called  attention  to  in  the  other  branch 
that  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  this  branch  was 
not  present.  That  is  true,  but  it  is  but  fair  to  say 
that  the  calling  of  committee  meetings  at  noon  had 
been  protested  against  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  are  so  unfortu 
nate  as  to  be  compelled  to  esirn  their  living  by  their 
daily  labors;  and  to  call  it  when  members  of  thelegal 
profession  were  compelled  to  be  absent  was  protest- 
ed against  too,  and  the  opinion  wns  expressed  that  it 
should  be  called  after  four  o'clock  when  the  courts  are 
through.  Now  the  chairman,  who  has  nothing  to  do, 
called  the  meeting  when  people  who  have  something 
to  do  are  apt  to  be  engaged  in  their  daily  labors.  A 
cursory  examination  of  the  lucubrations  of  the 
chairman  —it  is  not  the  report  of  the  committee— will 
satisfy  any  one  that  this  report  ought  not  to  be 
adopted.  It  ought  to  be  carefully  considered  by 
somebody  and  it  ought  to  be  adopted  by  nobody. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  when  this  ordinance  was 
on  its  final  passage— although  I  dislike  the  estab- 
lishment of  commissions  and  disliked  to  see  ihe  first 
inroad  of  them  into  the  Government— although  I  did 
not  undertake  to  examine  into  the  details  of  the  bill, 
and  although  I  knew  any  motion  to  amend  by  me 
would  be  supposed  to  be  factious  opposition,  rather 
than  an  attempt  to  amend  the  measure — I  called 
attention  to  this  defect.  But  after  the  ordinance 
hart  passed  it  became  mj;  duty  and  the 
duty  of  every  member  of  this  branch,  to  see 
if  there  were  any  amendments  that  ought  to  be 
made  in  order  to  make  the  ordinance  work  harmoni- 
ously. It  ought  to  make  the  different  officers  agree 
with  each  other  so  far  as  their  duties  are  concerned. 
Now  then,  the  first  thing  that  would  strike  one  on 
looking  at  this  ordinance — any  one,  I  mean,  who  had 
been  paying  attention  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
Fire  Department— any  one  who  knew  that  there  was 
a  provision  in  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  that 
the  engineers  should  have  charge  at  fires— any  one 
who  knew  that  by  the  statute  law,  over  which  no 
ordinance  can  ride,  that  the  engineer  is  the  only  one 
who  can  extinguish  fires  and  has  the  authority  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  citizensin  extinguishing  fires;  and 
when  we  know  that  at  the  last  Legislature  an  attempt 
was  made  to  {-et  rid  of  the  so-callel  town-meeting 
system,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  engineers 
alone— any  one  who  knows  of  that  law  would  be 
surprised  to  see  this  attempt  to  intrust  it  to  a 
board  of  commissioners,  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
provisions  of  ihe  statutes,  with  the  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Engineers,  created  by  the  statutes,  and 
which  this  ordinance  can"t  obliterate,  but  recognizes. 
Any  one  familiar  with  the  powers  of  this  organiza- 
tion of  the  engineers,  must  have  looked  with  a  great 
deal  of  surprise  upon  this  ordinance  statins  that  the 
board  of  commissioners  should  have  authority,  and 
should  be  intrusted  with  the  extinguishment  of  fires. 
This  very  authority  simply  says  the  commission 
shall  have  some  of  the  powers  belonging  to  the  City 
Council.  The  first  section  says  "the  City  Council 
may  establish  a  Fire  Department,"  and  subsequently 
there  is  a  provision  that  this  thing  may  be  done  by 
any  board  the  city  may  select.  Now  this  city  has 
selected  a  board,  and  they  may  have  something  to 
do  with  prescribing  their  duties,  but  it  don't 
put  that  board  in  the  place  of  the  engineers, 
any  more  than  it  places  the  city  in  the  place 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers.  They  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Board  of  Engineers,  except,  perhaps. 
to  prescribe  rules.  But  when  they  undertake  to  deal 
with  fires  then  they  are  doing  what  the  statute  ex- 
pressly forbids.  Now,  Mr.  President,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  importance  and  gravity  of  this 
matter,  it  has  been  claimed,  and  the  action  of  the 
Legislature  was  based  upon  it,  that  the  great  trouble 
in  regard  to  this  fire  in  November  was  that  at  the 
time  there  was  no  head  to  the  department,  and  com- 
plaints <vere  made  that  different  people  were  med 
dling,  and  it  was  finally  determined  that  everything 
oif  that  sort  should  be  put  at  rest,  and  if  buildings 
were  to  be  destroyed  and  a  citizen  was  to  lose  hi8 
property,  it  should  be  done  by  the  proper  authority, 
and  he  should  be  compensated  for  it  accord- 
ing to  law.  This  committee  having  passed 
that  ordinance,  and  perhaps  the  chairman,  being 
a  little  proud  of  his  ordinance,  caring  more  for 
that  than  for  the  real  good  of  the  city— instead  of 
looking  to  the  good  of  the  city— he  by  this  very  pro- 
vision robs  the  ordinance  of  all  of  that  concentration 
of  power,  when    the   immediate   difficulty  of   a  fire 
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arises.  It  scatters  and  divides  it  between  tlie  cora- 
missioners  and  the  engineers,  so  tiiat  the  commis- 
sioners may  meddle  and  undertaiie  to  interfere  with 
the  engineers  in  the  ditcharge  of  their  duties.  Knowing 
that  it  was  not  within  our  power  to  grant  this  author- 
ity, that  there  could  not  be  anything  more  disastrous 
to  the  management  of  fires  than  the  passing  of  an  or- 
dinance lilie  this, — with  the  mere  matter  of  whether  it 
is  wise  or  not,  or  expedient,  I  do  not  propose  now  to 
deal.  But  I  do  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  this  report,  ai  d  I  will  undertake  to  explain  my 
views  of  it  so  far  as  any  provisions  here  are  con- 
cerned, that  do  not  meet  with  my  approval.  Now 
let  us  see.  They  have  got  this  provision,  that  "the 
duty  of  extinguishing  fire,  and  protecting  life  in  case 
of  tire,  shall  within  the  city  of  Boston  be  intrusted  to 
the  board  of  commissioners."  Now,  (Standing  alone, 
that  might  be  construed  by  anybody  except  a  lawyer 
to  allow  the  commissioners  to  interfere  with  the 
engineers  in  extinguishing  fires,  and  so,  many  mem- 
bers of  this  board  argued  and  thought,  and  if  it  was 
their  understanding,  it  may  be  the  understanding  of 
the  board  of  commissioners,  and  we  all  know  that 
boards  are  more  likely  to  exaggerate  their  powers 
than  to  diminish  them.  But  let  us  see  how  the 
chairman  is  compelled,  in  order  to  make  it 
sound  possible,  to  rush  into  the  strangest 
inconsistencies.  The  committee  reported  it  inexpe- 
dient to  repeal  this  ordinance. 

"The  comhiittee  cannot  assume  that  the  board  can 
possibly  regard  the  comni;  nd  or  direction  of  the  de- 
partment at  tires  as  any  part  of  their  general  or  offi- 
cial duties  under  the  ordinance." 

Now  then,  Mr.  President,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  excuse — that  was  the  only  possible  excuse,  and 
the  only  question  I  had  with  regard  to  it — taking  the 
laws  together  you  find  that  they  have  not  got  the  au- 
thority; then  when  you  read  the  ordinance  you  find  it 
gives  them  the  authority.  Well,  of  course  it  should 
not.  Well,  here  is  the  committee  reporting  that  they 
cannot  possibly  regard  the  extinguishment  of  fires  as 
any  part  of  their  general  otKcial  duties  under  this 
ordinance. 

Now,  then,  if  that  cannot  possibly  be  the  case, 
then,  of  course,  the  attempt  to  interfere  would  be  use- 
less. If  it  cannot  be  considered  that  the  duty  of 
protecting  life  and  property  within  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton shall,  when  a  fire  is  raging,  be  a  portion  of  their 
duties,  then  we  can  see  no  use  of  repealing  it.  But 
if  it  can  be  so  construed,  then  there  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage in  repealing  it,  because  it  would  be  giving 
authority  to  tlie  board  to  exercise  power  which,  by 
the  statute  law  of  the  land  they  cannot  exercise. 
Then  you  have  the  Board  of  Engineers  exercising 
statute  powers,  and  you  have  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners believing  that  they  have,  and  according 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Ordinance  Committee,  the 
same  power.  But  it  is  very  strange  and  ridiculous 
to  see  the  conclusion  of  this  report.  The  next 
provision  says,  "But  we  cannot  deprive  them  of  the 
authority  of  discharging  men  while  engaged  at  fires." 
There  is  another  provision  that  they  shall  have  power 
to  discharge  at  any  time  for  cause,  so  that  the  extin- 
guishment could  not  have  had  and  was  not  intended  to 
interfere  with  that  power.  But  before  the  report  gets 
through,  there  are  still  greater  inconsistencies.  They 
say  it  has  been  urged  that  the  statute  power  of  com- 
mand at  fires  is  given  to  the  engineers  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Boston  department,  and  may  be  legally 
extended  to  other  officers,  as  these  commissioners., 
Such  an  understanding  of  the  statute  is  impossible 
and  it  cannot  be  construed  as  giving  that  power. 

But  he  goes  on  further,  "If,  as  the  committee  con- 
tend"^f  this  Committee  on  Ordinances  conclude — 
'"the  City  Council  may  designate  any  officers  of  the 
-department  to  execute  these  powers,  then  the  right 
to  interfere  in  the  last  resort  and  under  such  circum- 
stances as  may  induce  the  commissioners  to  accept 
the  responsibility,  relying  on  the  public  for  justifica- 
tion, the  committee  regard  as  wholesome  and  benefi- 
cial." You  have  got  this  committee  making  this  re- 
port, that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  these  commis- 
sioners to  regard  the  direction  of  the  department  at 
fires  as  any  part  of  the  general  or  official  duties,  and 
you  have  got  on  the  other  side  of  the  page,  the  report 
declaring  that  the  City  Government  may  designate 
the  officers,  and  they  have  the  right  to  do  it.  then 
those  commissioners  ought  to  interfere  and  have  the 
right.  So,  while  the  ordinance  says  they  can  exer- 
cise that  authority,  this  committee  conclude  they 
have  not  got  it  and  ought  to  exercise  it.  I  take  it, 
that  anybody  glancing  at  such  a  report,  would  con- 
clude that  any  person  who  wrote  it  ought  to 
be  put  under  guardianship.  I  suppose  he  wrote 
that  mess  of  stuff,  looked  at  it,  said  that 
it  sounded  right,  and  that  it  ought  to  go. 
Such  a  thing  as  inconsistency  never  occurred  to 
him,  or  certainly  he  would  never  have  put  himself 


into  such  a  trap  as  that.  Now,  I  have  no  sort 
of  feeling  about  it  except  to  have  the  City  Gov- 
ernment pass  the  right  sort  of  an  ordinance. 
I  wanted  it  to  be  the  action  of  sane  men,  of  tolerably 
intelligent  men,  who  can  see  a  contradiction  when 
there  is  one  written,  as  there  is  on  this  page— the 
greatest  possible  contradiction.  But  we  ought  to 
be  taken  under  guardianship  if  we  are  to  pass  that 
sort  of  thing.  Now,  I  had  prepared  an  ordinance, 
and  the  only  trouble  with  it  is  the  lateness  of  the 
season,  and  I  have  some  reluctance  to  undertake  it, 
because  I  know  this  fire  matter  has  l)een  before  us 
80  much  that  we  have  become  weary  of  it,  and 
especially,  so  far  as  my  own  indorsement  would 
go,  if  I  were  going  to  pass  upon  it,  and  I 
only  propose'  this  amendment  to  prevent  con- 
fusion In  the  department  — my  own  judgment 
would  be  that  the  commissioners  ought  not  to 
have  the  power  th^t  this  ordinance  undertakes  to 
give  them,  but  they  would  be  justified  in  assuming  it 
after  this,  because  you  have  got  here  that  which,  if 
you  accept,  tells  them  in  direct  terms  to  undertake 
to  discharge  a  duty  that  the  previous  part  of  the  re- 
port acknowledges  distinctly  and  states  that  under 
the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  they  have  no  authority 
to  discharge.  I  have  written  an  ordinance  since  I  came 
into  the  room — and  it  reads  as  follows.  I  will  pre- 
sent it.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  certainly  I  ought 
to  be  sufficiently  on  record,  whatever  becomes  of  it, 
but  I  would  not  care  so  much  about  the  record  if  I 
had  not  been  arraigned  in  the  other  branch,  except 
that  in  the  mere  discharge  of  my  duty  I  must  reeret 
that  I  was  not  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee, 
that  I  might  have  continued  to  urge  it  as  I  had  the 
first  day.  Tt;e  ordinance  I  have  prepared  reads  as 
follows: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  following  language  at  the  begin- 
ning of  section  4,  of  an  ordinance  passed  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three,  entitled  "An 
Ordinance  to  establish  a  Fire  Department."  namely, 
"the  duty  of  extinguishing  fires  and  protecting  life 
and  property  in  case  of  fire  shall,  within  the  city  of 
Boston,  be  intruated  to  said  boareof  commissioners, 
"shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize  said  commis- 
sioners to  direct,  while  the  lire  is  raging,  the  engineers 
as  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties  while  extinguish- 
ing fires,  pulling  down  or  demolishing  buildings  or 
suppressing  tumults  and  disorders  at  such  fires." 

That  is,  that  they  shall  not  interfere  with  the  en- 
gineers while  they  are  doing  those  duties  at  fires, 
which  by  the  statutes  are  given  them,  and  that  is 
using  the  language  of  the  statute  giving  the  Board 
of  Engineers  the  authority  to  extinguish  fires.  I 
move  that  ordinance  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President,  it  cannot  be 
supposed,  after  the  stand  which  I  have  taken 
with  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  ordinance  provid- 
ing for  Fire  Commissioners,  that  I  shall  undertake 
to  do  anything  that  shall  weaken  their  hands  or  that 
shall  take  from  them  the  powers  which  were  intend- 
ed to  be  given  to  them,  under  the  ordinance.  But, 
sir,  when  I  read  this  report  and  when  I  consider  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  is  made,  and  when  I 
hear  the  able  and  learned  argument  which  has  been 
made  by  the  gentleman,  the  chairman  of  .  this  com- 
mittee, I  am  convinced  that  it  is  too  important  a 
subject  to  be  considered  at  the  present  time  or  at 
any  time  to  be  lightly  passed  upon,  I  think  the 
statements  made  by  the  gentleman— although  I  disa- 
greed with  him.  and  he  with  me  on  the  subject  of  a 
Fire  Commission  should  have  weight.  I  tihnk  he 
has  explained  it,  and  given  sufficient  reasons  why 
nothing  whatever  should  be  done  at  present.  There- 
fore, under  these  circumstances,  and,  as  he  has 
stated,  it  being  late  in  the  year,  I  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  passed  over  and  referred  to  the 
next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— I  don't  desire  to  oppose  that 
motion.  All  I  care  for  is  that  the  subject  shall  re- 
ceive the  careful  consideration  which  its  importance 
demands.  I  should  feel  that  we  were  very  derelict  in 
our  duty  to  pass  this  report.  But  if  the  subject  ia 
kept  open,  that  it  may  receive  sufficient  examina- 
tion, that  will  satisfy  me. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Council  was 
carried. 

THE   SOUP  QUESTION. 

The  vote  of  the  Common  Council  for  the  commit- 
tee or  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  establish  soup  houses 
at  police  stations,  came  down  non-concurred  in;  and 
instead  thereof  a  vote  authorizing  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  to  take  such  action  as  they  deem  necessary. 

The  President- Will  the  Council  adhere  or  recede!' 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  the  subject  lie  on  the 
table.     Carried. 

Mr.  Flynn  obtained  unanimous  consent  to  offer 
the  following: 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  direct- 
ed to  furnish  temporary  relief  to  the  poor  during  the 
present  winter  by  distributing  soup  at  tiie  police  sta- 
tions, or  elsewhere;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
readiui;. 

Mr,  Loring  of  Ward  12 — When  this  matter  waa  be- 
fore the  Council  at  the  last  meeting,  I  had  a  few 
yyords  to  say,  and  I  now  desire  to  correct  the  words 
of  the  official  report  of  the  procoeding.  The  point 
under  discussion  was  the  aporopna.ion  of  money 
for  establisbing  places  for  furnishing  soup  for 
the  poor,  and  the  reference  of  ihe  whole  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor.  I  am  made  to  say,  as  I  find  in  the  printed 
journal,  whicli  I  will  read,  'In  view  of  the  fact  tl.at 
the  city  has  already  made  suitable  provisions  for  the 
poor,  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  order."  What  I  did  say 
is  this.  "In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  city  has  not  for 
several  years  made  suitable  provisions  for  the  poor, 
or  for  any  one  class  of  the  poor,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  reference  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  appropriation." 
I  will  add,  Mr.  President,  that  I  believe  the  reason  of 
the  error  was  that  I  did  not  speak  distinctly. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7—1  offered  that  order  in  order 
to  obviate  all  legal  difliculties  in  regard  to  the  distri- 
bution of  soup  for  the  poor.  In  that  order  it  is  or- 
dered that  the  amount  shall  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  wish  my  voice  was  in  suyh 
a  condition  that  I  could  do  myself  justice  tonight.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7,  and  I  think  I  can  give  satisfactory 
reasons.  Mr.  President,  it  is  very  well  known  that 
City  Document  No.  130,  to  which  I  now  call  atten- 
tion, is  an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Board  of 
Overseerr*  of  the  Poor  upon  this  subject.  It  is  enough 
for  me  to  say  that  at  present.  Now,  sir.  I  shall  touch, 
in  what  little  I  may  have  to  say  tonight,  some- 
what upon  subjects  of  rather  a  delicate  nature.  But, 
sir,  I  am  responsible  here  for  what  I  say,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  hold  myself  to  that  responsibility.  I  am 
aware  that  the  course  whicli  I  have  taken  since  I 
brought  this  subject  to  the  City  Count^il  has  been 
criticised  by  many  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, who  feel  that  their  rights  have  been  to  some 
extent  invaded.  I  mean,  Mr.  President,  the  parties 
in  power.  In  what  I  shall  havu  to  say  I  shall  not 
undertake  to  tread  upon  the  rights  of  any  one  citi- 
zen or  individual;  nor  shall  I  undertake  to  criticise 
the  private  character  or  private  actions  of  any  one 
individual.  I  shall  speak  here,  as  I  believe  it  my 
rig  ht  and  duty  to  do,  of  the  management  of  one  of 
the  boards  of  our  city.  In  order  to  be  brief,  I  have 
made  some  statements  upon  paper,  and  upon  them 
placed  a  few  figures  I  desire  to  say,  Mr.  President, 
in  the  first  place,  that,  fortunately  for  the  poor  of 
our  city,  the  election  is  over.  Fortunately  for  them 
those  who  loll  in  the  laps  of  luxury  and  fare  sumptu- 
ously every  day,  are  not  now  before  the  people  for 
reelection.  Fortunately  for  those  who  deserve  the 
watchful  care  and  kind  protection  of  the  city  fathers, 
I  see  in  the  immediate  future,  through  the  action  of  an 
incomins  City  Council,  a  measure  of  relief  so  much 
needed.but  60  persistently  and  unkindly  refused  them 
by  one  branch  cf  the  City  Council,  not  this  branch. 
It  was  a  sad  and  mournful  day  for  the  worthy  and 
unfortunate  poor  of  Boston  when  by  the  determined 
opposition  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  affording  the 
measure  of  relief  which  had  almost  unanimously 
passed  this  branch  of  the  City  Council,  they  laid  it 
on  the  table.  It  is  true  that  there  were  some  true 
and  kind-hearted  ones  there,  but  they  had  not  the 
courage  to  stand  up  manfully  for  the  right.  But  it 
was  a  bright  and  bunignant  momins,  that  following 
the  day  of  the  last  city  election— but  a  few  days  since 
^which  broke  upon  the  visions  of  thousands  of  anx- 
ious men  and  women  and  showed  them  that  those 
who  had  opposed  this  measure  of  humanity  had  been 
left  at  home  by  the  voters,  and  in  their  places  had 
been  chosen  men  of  heart  and  good  judgment, 
those  who  would  be  ready  to  respond  cheerfully  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  times^to  the  necessities  of  the  people. 

Mr.  President,  on  the  day  following  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  I  took  up  the  Tran- 
script and  found  words  which  I  think  it  is  my  right 
to  read  to  this  branch  on  this  very  question.  And  I 
niw  read  from  the  official  report  which  is  circulated 
and  given  to  us  as  the  doings  of  the  coordinate 
branch— the  remarks  of  Alderman  Gallield,  to  whom 
I  pay  my  respects.  And  now  I  read  and  quote  him 
literally: 

.  "I  meant  no  reflections  when  I  said  it  is  popular, 
and  I  don't  reflect  upon  any  gentlemen  of  this  lioard, 
for  I  don't  think  that  they  advocate  this  matter  be- 
cause it  is  popular;  but  I  will  say  that  it  is  a  fact  that 
a  gentleman  in  the  othe  •  branch  made  a  speech  oh 
the  subject  just  before  election  and  he  wanted  copies 


of  the  speech  to  distribute  among  his  constituents  to 
let  them  see  what  he  had  to  say.  You  may  say  what 
you  please;  you  may  say  'Oh,  pshaw!'  or  not,  just  as 
you  please,  and  you  may  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  but  it  is  a  fact." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  my  answer  to  that  perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  and  to  read  what  I  have  to 
say  here,  because  1  have  prepared  it  this  afternoon, 
80  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  about  it.  I  desire 
to  say  and  suggest  what  an  awful  crime  "this 
fact!"  What  an  awful  exposure  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors!  Why,  sir,  the  tiaitorism  of  Arnold, 
the  apostacy  of  Andy  Johnson,  the  butchery  of  Julius 
CiEsar,  as  he  sat  upon  his  throne,  by  Brutus  and  his 
followers,  was  not  to  be  considered  for  a  moment  in 
comparison.  Just  think  of  it,  Mr.  President,  in  your 
reading  of  ancient  and  modtrn  history,  in  the  rec- 
ords of  those  great  and  good  men  who  lived  and  died 
in  their  day  and  generation,  and  who  have 
left  the  impress  of  their  great  genius  upon 
the  minds  of  those  who  come  after  them 
and  for  the  benefit  of  generations  yet  unborn  did 
you  ever  find  its  counterpart?  Did  yon  ever  conceive 
of  such  an  ignoble  act?  And  yet,  sir,  to  all  these 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  I  plead  guilty.  Yes, 
sir,  I  did  obtain  from  the  honorable  Pnntiiig  Com- 
mittee and  send  a  few  extra  copies  of  my  feeble  re- 
marus  to  some  of  the  people  who  had  sent  me  here  as 
their  representative.  And  I  wasn't  ashamed  to  do 
it,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  sir,  that  they  felt 
that  their  representative  had  not  disgraced  his  con- 
stituency, for  they  not  only  elected  him  again  to  the 
Council,  but  they  had  only  thirty  days  before 
elected  him  as  their  reeresentative  \o  the  Legislature 
Now  let  us  see  how  stands  the  gentleman  who  so 
bravely  attempts  his  sallies  of  wil,  and  addresses 
himself  chiefly  to  his  inkstand,  sandbox  and  blotter, 
which  are  his  chief  audience,  and  who  never  made  a 
speech  which  was  considered  worthy  of  being  circu- 
lated, and  if  circulated  among  his  constituents  would 
have  been  sure  death  to  him.  Fortunately  for  them, 
however,  after  having  worked  for  weeks  to  obtain  a 
reelection— this  is  history— for  the  second  term,  [he 
neither  received  that,  nor  even  the  nomination,  and 
died  a  natural  death,  so  to  speak,  and  has  gone 
"where  the  woodbine  twineth."  Figures  don't  lie. 
So  much,  sir,  for  the  honorable  Alderman.  Now,  sir, 
we  will  begin  to  deal  in  some  facts  that  will,  perhaps, 
be  more  pertinent  to  the  question  under  considera- 
tion. On  Tuesday  last  (IGih  inst.)  it  occurred  to  me 
that  I  would  visit  the  Temporary  Home  on  Chardon 
street.  In  company  with  another  member  of  the 
Council  and  a  member  of  the  press,  I  called  there 
about  noon  and  was  agreeably  received  by  the  parties 
managing  there,  and  obtained  the  following  memo- 
randa: 

Octoher,  1872.    Total  number  of   meals  dealt  out,   876. 

187:^.  "  "  "  "        12K9. 

Increase  October  1873,  over  October  1872,  45  per  cent. 

November,  1872.  Total  number  of  meals  dealt  out,  1650. 

1873.         "  "  "  •'        2603. 

Increase  November  1873,  over  Hov.  1872,  58'  per  cent. 

I  inquired  of  the  parties  managing  the  details  of  the 
institution  as  to  what  their.custom  was  for  furnish- 
ing aid  to  the  poor,  and  they  informed  me  that  they 
gave  meals  to  all  who  applied,  without  regard  to  their 
residence,  domicile  or  nativity,  but  made  no  record 
of  anything  but  the  name  of  each  person,  and  had 
done  so  for  at  least  five  years  last  past; 
excepting  that  since  the  11th  instant,  they  had 
recorded  the  residence  against  each  name, 
and  that  this  was  done  by  the  express  orders  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers.  While  I  was  there,  came  in 
three  men,  to  each  of  whom  I  put  the  question  of  his 
residence.  One  said  "Hyde  Park,"  another,  "Port- 
land," another,  "Milford";  then  immediately  follow- 
ing, five  more,  all  apparently  from  outside  the  city, 
and  yet  all  were  provided  for,  and  it  is  a  proper  pro- 
vision, and  we  see  on  page  10.  City  Document  No. 
130,  as  follows: 

'The  linowledge  of  a  large  fund  (monstrously  large, 
as  we  propose  $;^500),  to  be  devoted  to  charitable 
objects,  will,  we  fear,  exert  a  demoralizing  influence 
upon  the  community;  it  will  cause  a  large 
influx  of  the  improvident  of  other  places  to 
make  this  city  their  residence  the  coming  winter  and 
encourage  the  same  class  among  ourselves  to  be 
less  frugal  with  their  means  and  less  reliant  upon 
their  own  resources,  looking,  as  thev  naturally  would, 
to  the  public  for  support." 

Now  on  page  eight,  same  document,  what  say  this 
same  hoard  ? 

"Boston  has  a  deservedly  high  reputation  oatside 
of  its  own  limits,  for  its  benevolent  spirit." 

"Consistency,  thou  art  a  jewel."  1  want  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  read  these  extracts  and  see 
where  this  high-minded  board  has  lauded  in  its  sug- 
gestions to  the  city. 

Mr.    President,  If    anything   will    appear    ridic- 
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ulou8  outside  or  inside  of  our  own  limitB 
il  is  such  statements  and  sueh  resolutions 
as  emanate  from  City  Document  No.  130. 
And  tlie  "deservedly"  "'high  reputation  of  our  city 
for"  'benevolence,'  will  be  the  laughingstock  of  the 
civilized  world.  Why,  sir,  I  should  think  we  had 
fiuaiK-ial  matters  under  consideration  as  large  as  are 
now  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
uiy  of  tlie  United  Slates.  I  should  think,  sir,  by  the 
sentiment  of  that  document,  that  we  were  legislat- 
ing for  the  United  States,  and  had  under  considera- 
tion the  tinaneial  aspect  of  the  whole  country  instead 
of  tne  paltry  sum  of  $35U0  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  City  Council  for  sustaining 
the  lives  of  our  wortny  and  industrious  poor. 
After  leaving  the  Temporary  Home  I  went 
lo  tiie  rooms  of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  and 
on  Inquiry  theie  I  learuel  troin  the  parties  in  at- 
tendance that  their  ap|)lication8  for  aid  were.very 
largely  in  advaijce  of  last  year,  that  in  fact  for  the 
present  month  up  to  the  day  1  called  (the  Ifith  inst.) 
the  amount  supplied  v\as  more  than  the  whole  of  last 
December,  being  an  increase  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.,  and  for  November  a  large  increase 
■over  November,  1872,  and  about  fifty  persons  had  al- 
ready tliat,  Uay  applied  and  it  was  then  but  noon. 
And  yet,  sir.  what  .^ays  the  resolve  of  this  board,  as 
published  in  the  same  document  (No.  lyov?  'Re- 
solved, That  as  at  pre>eiit  advised,  there  is  no  un- 
usual exigency  existing"  requiring  aid,  etc. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  under  these  circumstances  I 
cannot  but  conceive  it  to  be  ray  duty  and  the  duty  of 
the  Common  Council,  acting  as  we  do  from  each  ward 
of  the  city  of  Jio^Lon,  to  explode  any  such  proposi- 
tion as  tliat  which  comes  to  us  from  the  Hoard  of  Al- 
deimen,  and  consequently  I  am  in  favor  of  the  in- 
struciiims  which  ihe  gentleman  from  Ward  7  pro- 
poses to  give  to  that  nonoraole  Board  of  Overseers. 
Upon  pages  10  and  11  the  ^ubslance  of  the  whole  of 
this  document  is  contained: 

"Entertaining  these  views  the  board  are  of  the 
opinion  that  at  this  time  no  official  action  of  the  City 
•Coveinnieut  is  required  to  meet  the  present  and  fut- 
ure wants." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  think  I  have  called  atten- 
tion to  points  enousch  in  this  matter  lo  show  that  It 
is  absolutely  useles^  lor  us  tc  send  any  discretionary 
power  to  the  Board  of  Overseers.  That  is  the  point 
I  desire  to  show — it  is  an  absolutely  fatal  blow  to 
the  whole  scheme.  No  fair-minded  man,  no  un- 
prejudiced member  of  this  Council  can  look  upon  it 
in  another  light,  in  my  judgment.  I  desire,  Mr. 
President— I  have  no  pride  in  the  matter  whatever, 
and  no  pride  of  opinion— I  only  desire  to  maintain 
the  position  whicn  I  have  taken,  and  that  posi- 
tion is  that  the  worthy  poor  of  Boston  are  in 
need  of  aid.  Mr.  President,  there  has  n't  an 
hour  passing  over  my  head  during  the  last  week, 
■whi-n  some  application  has  n't  been  made  to 
me  by  some  man,  woman  or  child  for  aid.  I  can 
state  instances  which  have  occurred  since  the  last 
meeting,  of  pure  neglect.  But  I  will  say  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  times.  When 
it  is  argued  in  other  places  that  the  law  is  against  us, 
I  will  beg  of  tlie  people  of  Boston  to  put  that  matter 
into  some  competent  court,  that  shall  pass  upon  that 
question.  The  Alderman  stated  that  I  sent 
among  my  constituents  some  remarks  which  I 
had  ttie  honor  to  make  in  the  Council,  I  thank  him 
for  stating  it.  I  am  readyjto  stand  by  that  speech, 
and  by  the  one  which  I  made  at  the  last  meeting.  I 
want  nothing  but  wnat  is  fair  and  what  the  con^cience 
of  everv  man  now  within  the  sound  of  my  voice 
will  dictate  to  him  is  right.  And  it  is  no  po- 
litical humbug  which  I  bring  before  this  Coun- 
cil. It  is  n't  the  first  proposition  I  have  argued,  nor 
the  first  proposition  I  have  carried  here,  as  I  believe 
in  heaven  it  will  be  carried  by  this  City  Govern- 
ment, who  [  believe  will  have  the  honor  of  doing  it, 
and  that  we  shall  not  have  to  leave  it  to  the  next 
Government.  1  beleve  there  is  no  man  here  but  will 
eay  it  is  right.  1  will  vote  for  it,  I  will  stand  by  it, 
come  what  may,  Mr.  President.  I  never  desired  to 
come  hack  to  this  Council:  I  only  came  here  possibly 
flist  by  accident,  but  probably  because  my  constitu- 
ents thought  me  competent  to  represent  them  here.  If 
I  have  shown  that  I  have  been  ajfaithful  representative 
I  hope  they  will  remember  that  they  urged  me  to 
come  here  a  second  time  I  had  the  honor  two 
weeks  ago  to  state  here  that  I  did  n't  expect  to  be 
here  next  year.  But  I  have  been  elected  and  I 
shall,  if  I  have  the  voice  to  be  heard,  raise  it 
in  favor  of  such  measures  as  this.  I  have  not  con- 
fined myself  simply  to  the  district  which  I  represent, 
and  as  it,  is  now  the  dying  moments  of  the 
Council,  I  may  be  excused  for  saying,  I  find  that 
my  remarks  have  met  in  this  body  a  hearty 
response,  and  I  have  found,  sir,  that  when  i 
entered  into  the  hearty  consideration  of  any  subject, 


it  has  not  only  met  the  approval  of  this  body,  but  of 
the  people.  Now,  sir,  I  speak  somewhat  feelingly 
about  this  matter,  because  it  has  been  told  about  City 
Hall  that  a  member  from  Ward  5  has  been  making 
political  movements  to  be  reelected.  I  have  never 
undertaken,  Mr.  President,  to  do  anything  more 
than  any  honorable  gentleman  is  bound  to  do.  I 
have  always  stood  by  the  people  whom  I  represent. 
But  when  I  find  my  course  criticised  in  another  branch 
when  I  have  fairly  and  honestly  laid  matters  before 
this  body,  I  think  I  have  th„  right  to  raise  my  voice 
here  in  opposition  to  any  such  calumny,  although  I 
know  it  is  notrigl'.t  in  parliamentary  law  to  criticise 
the  acts  of  the  other  branch,  except  when  I  am 
attacked.    Now  I  beg    pardon   for  taking  so  much 

■  time.  There  is  only  one  more  subject.  I  think  my 
course  in  'his  Council  has  been  one  of  honor  and  in- 
tegrity. That  is  my  opinion,  whether  it  be  the  opin- 
ion of  others  or  not.  I  have  never  invaded  the  rights 
of  any  oiher  member,  but  when  I  have  been  attacked, 
I  have  always  been  prompt  to  defend  myself. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6— Mr.  President.  I  think 
we  have  shown  by  our  vote  in  this  Council  that  we 
are  tolerably  unanimous  o  this  subject,  and  I  don't 
.know  that  anything  has  been  done  to  change  our 
minds,  I  certainly  have  n't  changed  my  mind.  I 
think  we  have  been  long  enough  on  this  subject,  but 
I  hardly  know  whether  there  has  been  a  discussion 
on  the  soup  quesi ion  or  not.  There  seems  to  have 
been  the  arraigning  of  the  chairman   of  one  commit- 

■  tee,  who,  it  is  said,  ought  to  be  put  under  guardian- 
,  ship.     It  seems  to  me  that,  if  the  gentleman   was  so 

feelile-niinded,  the  committee  ought  to  have  stood  by 
him.  We  are  told,  also,  that  a  member  of  the  other 
branch  was  n't  sent  back  because  he  had  n't 
-strength  enough  to  get  back,  and  that  he  had 
."gone  where  the  woodbine  twineth."  Well, 
sir,  there  are  a  great  many  of  us  who  have 
been  left  at  home,  but  I  should  be  sorry  to 
think  it  had  been  because  we  voted  against  soup  or 
the  Overt-eers  of  the  Poor,  1  trust  we  shall  come  to 
a  vote  on  this  subject.    1  don't  propose  to  go  ".where 

.  the  woodbine  twineth,"  I  always  supposed  that 
"where  the  woodbine  twineth"  is  where  there  is  the 
most  spout,  I  think  we  have  had  spouting  enough, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  come  to  a  vote, 

,  Mr,  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  made  no  reference  to  my 
worthy  friend. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  the  order  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  passed. 

HOME  FOR   THE   POOR. 

The  report  and  orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
the  Austin  Farm,  containing  fifty  acres,  at;  not  ex- 
ceeding $75,000,  as  a  site  lor  a  Home  for  the  Poor, 
and  for  a  loan  of  said  sum  to  be  applied  therefor, 
came  down  passed. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the  orders, 
'under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7— yeas  48;  nays  0. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14, 
was  lost. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

The  following  were  passed,  in  concurrence: 
Report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Fire-Alarm 

Telegraph. 
Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $175,000,  to 

be  added  to  appropriation   for  Water  Works — yeas 

47,  nays  0. 

GIFT   TO   THE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  President  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  transmitting  the 
following  letter  and  the  acceptance  of  the  donation 
therein  named: 

Executive  Department.  Citt  Hall,  I 

Boston,  Nov.  29,  1873.  ■    ) 

William  W.  Gh-eenoi/gh,  Esq..  Preddent  Trustees  of 

tlie  Public  Library:  Dear  Sir— Desiring  to  indicate  my 

interest  in   the  continued  progress  of  our  library,  I 

ask  leave  to  contribute  to  its  funds  the  sum  of  five 

■  thousand  dollars,  herewith  inclosed  in  my  check. 
It  is  my  wish  that  this  snm  should  be  used 
by  the  trustees  for  the  purcha  e  of  books  of  a  per- 
manent value  for  the  Bates  Hall  collection,  but  it  is 
immaterial  to  me  whether  it  be  funded  and  the 
interest  of  the  same  be  annually  expended,  or  wheth- 

"er  it  be  applied  either  now  or  at  some  future  time  to 
the  acquisition  of  some  special  collection  either  of 
works  relating  to  the  history  of  this  continent  or  of 
science  or  of  art.  In  this  way  I  hope  to  leave  both 
principal  and  interest  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the 
trustees,  to  be  employed  in  such  manner  as  may  in 
their  judgment  most  advance  the  value  of  our  great 
library.    Will  you  please  convey  to  your  board  the 
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assurance  of  my  respect,  and  with  the  sincerest  re- 
gard for  you  personally,  believe  me,  dear  sir. 

Yours,  truly,  etc.,  Henry  L.  Pierce. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  presented  the  petition  of  Major 
Dexter  H.  Follett,  First  Battalion  Light  Artillery,  for 
$250,  for  necessary  furnishing  of  armory  at  37  Tre- 
mont  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of 
Charles  L.  Keys,  for  compansation  for  personal 
injuries  from  defect  in  highway;  and  Dean 
Dudley,  for  compensation  for  buildings  blown  up 
during  the  great  lire,  submitted  reports  recommend- 
ing that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

BROADWAY    BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Flynn,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  orders  for  the  repairing  of 
the  Broadway  Briage,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$114,000,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  orders. 

Orders  passed— yeas  46,  nays  0. 

ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  from  the  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries, to  whom  was  referred  the  the  petition  of  Com- 
pany D,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  made  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1209  in  re- 
pairing the  armory  occupied  by  Company  D,  First 
Battalion  '^f  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  in  Bacon's  Building, 
1839  Washington  street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  (i,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Legislative  Matters,  submitted  a  report,  represent- 
ing that  the  comitt.ee  having  received  notice  of  a  pe 
tition  to  the  Legislature  by  inhabitants  of  Brookline 
for  a  change  in  the  boundary  line  between  Boston. 
Brookline  and  Brii^hton,  and  having  given  a  hearing  , 
to  said  petitioners,  would  respectfully  report  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  change  desired  by- 
said  petitioners  is  also  desirable  in  the  interest  of 
the  city,  as  bringing  within  its  limits  the  main  con- 
duits and  lines  of  connection  between  the  reservoir 
of  the  Boston  Water  Works  and  for  other  reasons- 
The  comniiitee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac. 
companying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  instructed  to  favor  in  behalf  of  the  city  any 
petition  by  the  inhabitants  of  Brookline  for  such  a 
change  of  boundary  as  shall  bring  within  the  city 
limits  the  main  conduits  and  lines  of  connection  be- 
tween the  reservoirs  of  the  Boston  Water  Works. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  Committee  on  Lcgis 
lative  Matters,  who  have  already  made  majority 
and  minority  reports  on  the  subject  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  a  part  of  Brookline,  now  report  this  as  a 
substitute  for  the  previous  orders.  1  will  leave  my 
senior  on  the  committee  to  state  the  case. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  only  suggestion  I  want 
to  make  to  my  colleague  on  the  committee  was  to 
call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  n't  a  substi- 
tute to  the  other  one  which  has  been  proposed,  but 
rather  addditional  to  that  which  has  already  been 
proposed.  The  annexation  of  Brighton  to  the  City 
of  Boston  left  the  town  of  Brookline  between 
the  two  parts  of  the  cil;y.  Thereupon  the  committee 
reported— with  one  exception,  my  friend  making  a 
mmority  report — in  favor  of  taking  just  what  was 
essential  to  give  connection  between  the  two  parts  of 
the  city  of  Boston  and  Brighton  and  no  more — as 
small  a  territory  as  would  accomplish  that  connec- 
tion. Now,  then,  certain  inhabitants  of  Brookline 
have  been  before  the  committee  asking  that  more 
territory  be  annexed,  and  thereupon  the  committee 
decided  that  there  would  be  no  objection  to  that,  and 
therefore  reported  that  they  would  be  in  favor  of  an- 
nexing whatever  territory  should  be  desired.  The 
other  one  asRed  as  a  right  to  take  what  territory  was 
needed  to  give  us  a  connection  with  Brighton,  and  I 
don't  understand  that  it  is  a  substitute  any  further. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— Then  I  should  ask  of  the 
Council  leave  to  withdraw  my  minority  report,  for 
this  would  include  just  what  I  recommended.  This 
petition  to  be  presented  to  the  next  Legislature  by 
inhabitants  of  Brookline  represents  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  owners  of  land  lying  between  Long- 
wood  avenue  and  Beacon  street.  Gentlemen  repre- 
senting those  parties  were  before  the  committee,  and 


it  was  desired  that  when  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  went  up  to  the  State  House  they  should 
not  oppose  this  petition.  All  they  ask  is  that  it  be 
not  opposed  by  the  city.  I  suppose  that  no  citizens 
of  Boston  would  wish  to  oppose  the  annnexation  of 
any  part  of  Brookline. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— If  I  understand  this  matter 
rightly,  this  is  a  substitute  for  the  order  offered  pre- 
viously. We  merely  ask  the  Committee  on  Legislat- 
ive Affairs  not  to  opuose  any  annexation  that  citi- 
zens of  Brookline  may  ask  for.  I  believe  now  we 
ask  for  nothing  more. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — I  think  the  wording  of  the 
order  should  be  that  the  committee  should  favor  that 
which  these  inhabitants  of  Brookline  ask  for. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  pretty  thick  headed, 
perhaps,  but  I  don't  understand  this  matter.  If  this 
is  in  favor  of  annexing  any  particular  part  of  that 
town  I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  don't  want  the  city  of 
Boston  to  pledge  itsell  to  support  the  petition  of 
any  one  set  of  inhabitants  of  Brookline.  I  don't 
think  we  have  considered  that  matter  enough  to  de- 
termine any  particutar  line,  lam  willing  to  go  be- 
fore the  Legislature  and  say  there,  as  one  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  that  I  would  like  to  see  Brookline  an- 
nexed, but  that  we  should  indicate  any  line 
I  don't  believe  to  be  correct.  But  the 
matter    has    n't    been    discussed.      Not    a    single 

fentleman  here  can  state  what  that  line  should  be. 
am  in  favor  of  annexation,  but  I  am  opposed  to 
this  division  of  a  town.  I  don't  believe  it  is  good 
policy  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  pledge  itself  in  favor 
of  any  particular  line. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  seemed  to  be  advisable  that  the  city  should 
n't  be  divided  into  two  parts  by  an  entirely  separate 
municipality.  Therefore,  the  committee  reported 
Brighton  street  with  the  territory.  Bast  of  it  should 
be  annexed  to  the  city  of  Boston.  That  would  give 
us  a  narrow  strip  connecting  BrighKm  with 
Boston.  That  was  asked  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity. My  colleague  asked  that  the  com- 
mittee should  indicate  what  would  be  a  proper  con- 
nection. The  answer  of  the  committee  was  that  the 
town  of  Brookline  voted  against  annexation,  and  the 
only  thing  the  city  of  Boston  could  ask  was  that  the 
city  should  have  a  connection  with  Brighton.  After 
that,  certain  inhabitants  of  Brookline,  covering  a  por- 
tion of  the  town  my  colleague  had  recommended,  and 
pome  more  covering  that  portion  where  the  water 
works  will  run,  have  expressed  a  desire  to  bo 
annexed.  They  said  they  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  have  the  water  works  within  the 
city,  anal  they  did  n't  want  any  opposition  at 
the  Legislature  from  the  city.  Thereupon  the 
committee  said  that  after  the  vote  of  the  city,  and 
inasmuch  as  it  would  give  us  a  better  way,  there 
would  be  no  opposition  to  taking  more  of  Brookline — 
it  wou'd  be  giving  us  better  accommodations,  and  so 
the  committee  informi'd  the  gentlemen  not  only  that 
we  would  n't  oppose  it,  but  we  would,  on  the  part  of 
the  city,  favor  any  annexation  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Brookline  desire.  So  far  as  the  committee  are  con- 
cerned they  will  be  in  favor  of  all  they  can  get  the 
Legislature  to  grant.  All  that  we  insist  upon  is  a 
particular  connection  with  the  city  and  Brighton. 

Ml.  Wells  of  Ward  3—1  can't  see  any  object  in 
petitioning  the  Legislature  except  to  connect 
the  city  with  Brighton.  It  does  seem  strange 
that  inhabitants  of  Brookline  should  come 
in  and  petition  to  annex  that  portion  of 
Brookline  which  water  works  pass  through,  when 
we  have  the  right  already.  It  is  nothing  more  in 
my  opinion  than  an  effort  to  get  the  water.  I  don't 
believe  in  instructing  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  While  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters were  asleep  the  town  of  Natick  went  to  work 
and  rook  the  water;  they  don't  talk  like  that  in  this 
Council,  but  it  is  so.  And  that  ought  to  be  put  into 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
I  don't  believe  in  proscribing  one  part  of  the  town  to 
help  the  other. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— The  case  seems  to  be  that 
certain  inhabitants  and  a  gieat  majority  of  the  land- 
owners of  Brookline  are  desirous  of  annexation  to 
Boston.  We  know  very  well  that  the  city  is  desirous 
of  having  the  whole  town.  Now  the  point  is  that 
when  the  citizens  of  Brookline  and  the  committee 
from  Boston  appear  before  the  Legislature,  there 
may  be  a  conflict.  They  ask  that  the  committee  shall 
favor  that  petition.  We  say  that  not  only  the  great 
avenues  leading  out  of  Boston,  but  the  water  works 
of  Boston  lying  in  that  territory,  the  conduit  which 
leads  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  runs 
through  that  territory,  should  be  annexed. 
This  territory  is  not  liable  to  have  much 
monejr  expended  upon  it.  The  only  thing  is  for 
those  in  favor  of  annexing  it  to  act  together.    Let  U8 
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take  what  we  can  get.  It  seems  very  plain  to  me 
that  the  Council  can  instruct  the  cpmmittee  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  confess  I  don't  understand 
what  is  going  on.  Here  we  are  within  two  weeks  of 
the  deatti  of  the  City  Government,  and  here  is  a  prop- 
osition to  instruct  a  committee  of  the  incoming  City 
Government  to  go  before  the  Legislature  and  advo- 
cate a  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Brookline,  when 
that  committee  has  n't  been  appointed.  It  is  to 
come  in  with  the  new  City  Government.  Why 
are  we  obliged  to  advocate  this  petition?  It 
is  against  the  principle  of  the  thing  that  I. 
object.  It  is  not  good  policy  for  this  City  Govern- 
ment to  dictate  to  the  next  City  Government.  When 
the  new  one  comes  in  then  we  can  have  such  instruc- 
tions as  that  City  Council  sees  fit  to  give  it.  I 
don't  want  to  see  any  one-sided  action,  especially 
while  this  City  Government  is  alive,  while  it  is  onlv  to 
determine  the  line  of  conduct  of  a  few  individuals. 
I  can  see  broad  land  speculation  in  this  scheme  to 
divide  the  town  of  Brookline. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  remarked  about  two  months  ago  that  he  could 
see  a  land  speculation  in  this  matter.  The  or- 
der came  up  in  the  other  branch  for  the  annex- 
ation of  so  much  of  the  town  of  Brookline  as 
included  Brighton  avenue.  One  of  the  annexation 
commissioner  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  it 
took  only  a  small  strip  of  land.  He  said  if  you  are 
going  to  ask  for  anything  ask  for  something.  One 
thing  that  called  my  attention  to  it  was  that  in  lay- 
ing the  fire  alarm  telegraph  poles  to  reach  the  other 
part  of  the  city,  now  that  there  is  an  engine  at  Long- 
wood,  would  make  it  tvvo  miles  shorter  than  by  the 
way  of  Brighton  avenue.  I  don't  think  there  are  any 
land  speculators  engaged  in  this.  I  have  been  in- 
formed tonight  that  all  the  gentlemen  owning  prop- 
erty there  favor  this  project,  and  only  two  oppose  it. 
I  tliink  it  is  entirely  competent  for  this  Council  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to 
favor  this  petition. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  the  report  lie  on  the 
table.    Lost— 1.3  for,  21  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  undertake  to  make 
any  statement  here  that  is  n't  correct,  but  when  the 
statement  is  made  here  that  only  tvvo  gentlemen  from 
Longwood  oppose  this  measure  I  shall  take  issue 
with  any  gentleman  who  states  it.  I  should  like  to 
have  the  gentleman  state  his  authority.  If  he  knows 
that  only  tvvo  property  owners  oppose  this  measure  I 
shall  take  his  word  "for  it.  but  I  undertake  to  say 
there  is  no  truth  in  it.  I  don't  believe  the  gentle- 
man can  state  his  authority.  I  hope  the  record  will  be 
made,  and  it  will  not  be  more  than  twenty-four  hours 
before  a  hundred  gentlemen  will  appear  against  it. 
I  can  name  scores  of  them  who  will  oppose  it. 
I  know  this  is  true,  but  I  don't  say  that  any  gentle- 
man has  made  a  misstatement,  by  any  means.  But 
some  gentleman  is  terribly  misled.  Therefore  I 
would  not  have  the  people  nor  the  Council  misunder- 
stand the  facts.  It  is  nothing  but  a  carefully  drawn 
plan  to  divide  the  town  of  Brookline  in  the  interest 
of  certain  individuals.  No  Legislature  will  ever  vote 
to  divide  Brookline  cir  any  other  town  situated  as 
that  town  is.  With  my  present  feelings  I  never  shall 
vote  for  any  such  proposition.  I  believe  a  majority 
of  the  Legislature  will  vote  to  annex  Brookline  when 
there  is  a  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  whether  it  is  n't  usual  in  the 
Legislature  to  grant  a  petition  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  a  particular  territory  to  be  set  off 
from  one  town  to  another? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  will  hav^  to  answer  that 
there  is  no  rule.  That  is  frequent!);  decided  in  one 
way  and  in  another.  I  remember  instances  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State  where  such  applications 
have  been  refused.  It  was  the  case  with  regard  to 
Abington  and  several  other  towns  last  year,  and  in 
1872  the  town  of  Holbrook  was  set  off  from  Ran- 
dolph by  such  means  as  they  saw  fit  to  use. 
But  it  18  one  of  the  hardest  things  I  know 
of  to  get  the  Legislature  to  consent  to  a  division  of  a 
town.  Here  is  a  proposition  to  commit  the  City 
Government  to  a  certain  line  of  division;  tell  me  why 
it  is  necessary  to  act  upon  it  at  this  time? 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— The  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil, during  my  two  years'  service  here,   know  very 


well  that  I  never  make  an  assertion  here  that  I  never 
can  back  up.  I  think  they  will  know  where  to  find 
me.  I  said  that  I  had  been  informed,  on  very  good 
authority,  that  only  two  persons  living  at  Longwood 
oppose  annexation.  That  gentleman  lives  in  Long- 
wood;  he  is  acquainted  with  almost  every  one  there. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  only  two  persons  op- 
posed it. 

Mr.  Wells  of  Ward  .3—1  recollect  when  this  matter 
came  up  in  the  Legislature,  in  1870,  and  was  defeat- 
ed there,  this  piece  of  flats  was  worked  through  at 
that  time,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  tte  very  men 
who  asked  for  this  annexation  now  opposed  it  then, 
and  yet  they  were  willing  to  give  the  city  of  Boston 
those  flats,  with  the  understanding  that  the  city 
would  put  in  a  sluiceway.  If  they  had  n't  paid  out 
their  money  then,  Brookline  would  have  been  an- 
nexed. If  those  gentlemen  are  so  eager  to  annex 
territory  on  that  line  of  highway,  there  is  no  trouble, 
for  the  weight  of  the  vote"  against  annexation  was 
brought  from  their  laborers  who  were  paid  to  do  it. 
If  we  are  to  have  any  of  the  town  of  Brookline  let 
us  have  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14 — I  wish  it  to  go  upon  record 
that  I  know  nothing  of  real-estate  speculations.  As  I 
stated  before,  one  of  the  Annexation  Commissioners 
called  my  attention  to  it,  and  I  leave  it  to  the  good 
sense  of  this  Council  if  this  is  not  a  proper  thing  to 
do.  But  no  one  has  been  to  see  me  directly  or  in- 
directly, and  1  never  had  five  mmutes'  talk  with  any- 
body except  members  of  the  Committee  on  Legislat- 
ive Affairs. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — The  reason  why  I  made  the 
motion  to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table  was  in  order 
that  I  might  obtain  information  which  every  mem- 
ber not  conversant  with  the  boundary  lines  should 
have.  I  do  not  know  where  these  lines  are,  and  if 
I  vote  tonight  I  cannot  vote  intelligently. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  majority  report  was  in 
favor  of  annexing  so  much  as  would  give  a  connec- 
tion with  Brighton.  Gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  peti- 
tion have  stated  that  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  are  in 
favor  of  it.  They  ask  the  City  Council  to  favor  any 
line  they  may  desire.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
is  mistaken  iu  that  it  does  not  fix  any  line.  Although 
there  may  be  legal  difiiculties  in  the  way  of  accom- 
plishing the  proposition,  I  hope  the  Council  will  pass 
the  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  this  subject  was  specially  assigned  for  con- 
sideration at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

BATHING     HOUSES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Coun- 
cil voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passine  the 
order  in  reference  to  placing  the  oublic  "bath 
houses  in  charge  of  the  Board  "of  Health, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  the  order  was  laid  on 
the  table,  Mr.  Flynn  desiring  that  Mr.  Wells,  who 
ofiEered  the  order,  should  explain  it  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  Friday  even- 
ing of  next  week,  at  7)4  o'clock. 

PlJBLIC  INSTKUCTION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  refered  requests  of  the  School  Committee 
foraprimary  schoolhouse  site  iit  City  Point;  foranew 
primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Norcross  District;  and  for 
the  abandonment  of  the  Cottage-place  school,  and 
the  erection  of  a  new  nine-room  primary  schoohouse 
on  or  near  Elmwood  street,  submitted  reports  recom- 
mending that  the  reports  be  severally  referred  to  the 
next  City  Council. 

Severally  accepted. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  request  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  pave  the  yard  of  the  Vernon-street 
Primary  Schoolhouse,  Washington  District,  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  School- 
houses,  Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Adjourned  to  Friday  evening,  December  27th. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    33,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Al- 
derman Cutter,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-fonr  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Superior  Court,  first  session,  January  terra,  1874,  and 
thirty-two  traverse  jurors  foi  the  second  session, 
January  termi,  of  the  same  court. 

EXECUTIVE     APPOINTMENTS. 

Police  officers  with  all  the  powers  of  conFtahles, 
except  serving  civil  process— W.  S.  Bond,  Michael 
Griffin,  George  B.  Lawrence,  John  W.  Jackson. 

Keferred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
Thomas  Rogerson,  to  occupy  wood  stable  for  two 
horses  in  rear  of  Ward  street,  Ward  15. 

Sarah  H.  Dorr,  to  occupy  brick  stable  for  seventy 
horses  on  Harrison  avenue,  corner  of  Renfrew  street. 

Joseph  Marshall,  to  occupy  additional  stables  for 
twelve  horses  on  Chelsea  street.  No.  327. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  Harney,  to  be 
paid  for  damage  done  to  his  estate  on  Circuit  street 
by  construction  of  a  sewer. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspectimi 
of  Buildings.  Washington  Snelling,  for  leave  tc 
erect  two  wooden  houses  without  brick  partitions  on 
Eagle  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Kelly,  for  grade 
damages  on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Charles  H.  Leach  et  al.,  for  removal  of  obstructions 
from,  and  for  putting  sidewalk  of  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  Crescent  avenue,  in  good  condition. 

P.  H.  Rogers,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Dor- 
chester avenue.  Ward  16. 

Charles  E.  Turner  et  al..,  that  sidewalks  and  cross- 
ings be  laid  on  Chelsea,  Saratoga  and  Bennington 
streets. 

To  ttie  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  Notice  of 
proposed  petition  of  Azel  Ames  et  dl.,  for  the  annex- 
ation of  Chelsea  to  Boston. 

Notice  of  proposed  petition  of  J.  Warren  Merrill 
and  seventy  others,  for  the  annexation  of  Cambridge 
to  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Michael  F. 
Lynch,  for  a  new  ward  room  in  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  cnCommon,  etc.  William  Sohier, 
that  a  suitable  walk  be  laid  on  west  side  of  Tremont 
street,  from  Park  to  Boylston  street. 

ORDERS    OP  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Sewall,  Day  & 
Co.  to  erect  steam  engine  on  Parker  street  was  con- 
sidered, and  there  being  no  objection  to  petition, 
was  referred  to  the  Commi'.tee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  Sturgis  &  Brieham,  architects,  to 
place  a  stationary  engine  of  six  horse  power  in  a 
building  of  C.  &  C.  R.  Codman,  trustees,  corner  Kil- 
by  street  and  Exchange  place,  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  January  12, 
1874,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  of  assessments  for  the  construction  of 
common  sewers  were  received  from  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Sewers  as  follows:  Parker  street,  total 
$666  81,  to  individuals,  $500  11;  New  Heath  and  Cen- 
tre street,  total  $1595 13,  to  individuals  $1196  35; 
Bremen  street,  total  $5017  66,  to  individuals  $1520. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  the  sum  of  $17  84  assessed  upon 
Richard  Justice  for  a  sewer  in  Bolton  street.  Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE   COMMON   COTTNCIL. 

The  f  oUowinsr  papers  received  concurrent  action : 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Report  (inexpedient  at  this  time)  to  provide  a  new 
ward  room  for  Ward  10.     Accepted. 

Communication  from  Trustees  of  Public  Library, 
Inclosing  notice  of  donation  of  $5000  to  said  library 
by  Henry  L.  Pierce.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Library. 

Reports  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  re- 
ferring to  the  next  City  Council  the  following  re- 
quests of  the  School  Committee:  1.  For  a  primary- 
school  site  at  City  Point;  2.  For  new  primary  school- 
house  in  the  Norcross  District;  3.  For  the  proposed 
abandonment  of   the  Cottage-place  Schoolhouse,  and 


erection  of  a  new  house  in  the  same  district.  Sev  - 
erally  accepted. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Dean 
Dudley,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  agents  of 
the  city  during  tne  g;eat  fire  of  November,  1872;  and 
of  Charles  L.  Keyes,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  in  Portland  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  in  favor  of 
the  passage'  of  the  orders  to  rebuild  the  draw  of  the 
Broadway  Bridge,  at  a  cost  of  $114,000,  and  for  a  loan 
therefor.  Accepted,  and  orders  passed— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

REMOVAL  OP  TREES  PROM  THE  STREET. 

At  half-past  four  the  Board  took  up  the  special 
asHgnment,  the  hearing  of  parties  interested  in  the 
proposed  removal  of  an  elm  tree  from  the  roadway  of 
St.  James  street. 

William  R.  Gray  appeared  to  remonstrate  against 
the  removal ;  the  tree  is  some  eighty  feet  high,  with 
girth  of  eight  feet,  stands  in  the  centre  of  the  street, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  city.  No  acci- 
dent has  occurred  on  account  of  it,  and  it  is  rather  a 
safety,  as  the  roadwsy  is  shelving  and  teams  natur- 
ally take  one  side  or  the  other.  The  roots  have  been 
cut  on  the  southerly  side,  but  have  not  been  affected; 
they  are  perfect  on  the  other  side.  If  the  tree  were 
to  full  it  would  fall  upon  his  (Mr.  G's)  house,  so  that 
if  he  thought  there  were  the  least  danger  he  would 
not  appear  here. 

Otner  trees  stand  worse  in  the  road  than  this  one . 
and  this  tree  has  not  been  affected  by  the  wind.  All 
the  roots  which  have  been  cut  are  surface  roots 
merely.  The  tree  has  been  there  forty  years,  and  no 
accidents  have  hjippened  in  that  time;  there  are  fif- 
teen feet  of  roadway  on  either  side,  the  road  is  shelv- 
ing and  were  it  not  there  the  teams  might  come  to- 
gether. The  general  sentiment  of  the  residents  there 
Is  against  the  removal,  and  among  the  remonstrants 
are  several  gentlemen  who  own  teams.  The  petition- 
ers for  removal  have  not  offered  any  proof  of  a  single 
assertion  of  theirs,  having  offered  merely  the  assser- 
tions  of  others.  The  remonstrants  are  of  the  utmost 
respectability.  He  valued  the  tree  as  a  dear  object,  he 
had  watched  it  carefully  and  felt  that  it  is  an  unusu- 
ally fine  one,  and,  as  a  general  thine,  is  in  a  fair 
condition  and  if  well  taken  care  of  will  be  long  lived. 
The  Alderman  from  that  district,  Mr.  Gray  thought, 
had  consulted  only  one  side.  He  felt  agrieved 
that  the  removal  should  be  pressed  with  no  proof. 
There  must  be  something  at  the  bottom  of  it. 
Several  gentlemen  had  expectei  to  be  present, 
but  are  detained  away  by  business.  There  is 
a  street  lamp  close  by  which  will  prevent  any  one 
from  running  into  it.  Mr.  Gray  presented  a  plan  of 
the  locality,  and  an  additional  remonstrance  from 
twenty-six  other  residents  of  the  locality  against  the 
removal.  In  reply  to  questions  from  Alderman  Clark. 
Mr.  Gray  stated  that  the  roadway  is  fifteen  feet  on 
each  side  of  the  tree,  and  that  as  a  general  rule  he 
should  not  favor  the  general  putting  of  trees  in  the 
streets  of  the  Highland  District.  Ex-Mayor  Lewis 
had  signed  the  remonstrance  and  had  since  changed 
his  mind;  but  he  did  not  know  that  ex-Mayor  Gaston 
and  Senator  Merrill  had  also.  To  Alderman  Stebbins 
Mr.  Gray  said  he  would  not  be  willing  to  sign  a  bond 
to  indemnify  the  city  for  any  damages  which  might 
occur  on  account  of  the  tree. 

Mr.  Reynolds  had  examined  the  tree  and  found  all 
the  limbs  shooting  out  from  the  body  sound.  There 
is  very  little  but  flocal  travel  in  the  street  and  the 
tree  is  no  obstruction.  It  has  the  appearance  of 
being  healthy.  The  sure  way  would  be  to  leave  it 
till  spring  and  if  it  did  n't  leave  out  then  it  ought  to 
be  removed. 

Mr.  Putnam  thought  it  would  be  a  great  sacrifice. 
His  teams  had  never  experienced  any  difficulty.  If 
the  English  elms  on  Tremont  street  are  spared  he 
could  n't  see  why  this  one  should  n't  be.  To  quen- 
tions  by  Alderman  Quincy  Mr.  Putnam  said  he  did 
not  live  on  the  street,  but  wished  he  might. 

Rev.  Abiel  Silver  —  Reside  near  there  and  the 
church  and  society  would  not  have  the  tree  removed 
if  they  believed  it  safe,  which  they  do  not.  The  roots 
are  cut  off  within  five  feet  of  the  centre  of  the  tree  to 
lay  a  water  pipe,  and  last  summer  a  sewer  was  laid 
which  cut  most  of  the  roots  off  iu  line  of  the  ditch 
that  ran  down  deep.  The  roots  that  run  up  the  street 
lie  upon  the  rocks,  so  that  there  is  very  little  to  hold 
it  on  the  north  side  and  nothing  oh  the  south  side. 
The  roots  run  but  a  small  distance,  whereas  the  rule 
of  arboriculture  is  that  the  roots  should  extend  as  far 
as  the  branches.  It  seems  that  a  very  little  wind  will 
blow  it  over.  Soon  after  the  sewer  was  cut  through 
the  leaves  began  to  turn  and  they  were  all  off  before 
the  leaves  of  the  other  elms  were.  He  did  n't  think 
it  would  live  three  years.  He  should  value  the  tree 
above  price  If  it  were  healthy,  but  as  it  is  now  he 
did  n't  think  it  safe  to  stand.    In  reply  to  a  question 
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hy  Alderman  Clark,  Mr.  Silver  paid  he  did  consider 
the  tree  an  obstruction  to  the  street. 

Mr.  Hodges  said  be  had  as  much  reverence  for  that 
tree  as  any  man,  and  bad  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  ought  to  be  removed.  The  roots  have  been  cut  off, 
the  tree  has  seen  its  glory,  and  it  is  now  decaying, 
the  time  has  come  when  it  should  be  removed,  and  d 
majority  of  c  itizens  there  desire  it.  He  thought  the 
tree  a  great  obstruction;  the  age  of  the  tree  and  the 
increasing  travel  were  two  good  reasons  for  its  re- 
moval. 

M.  Cai-ey  used'to  think  the  tree  a  great  ornament, 
but  he  had  seen  it  weakened  on  all  sides,  and  there  is 
a  strong  feeling  in  the  street  that  the  tree  is  unsafe. 
Hardly  any  one  who  intends  to  remain  there  desires 
to  have  it  remain.  Mr.  Gray  has  advertised  his  place 
for  sale,  and  don't  mtend  to  remain  there.  He 
thought  it  wrong  for  persons  living  a  mile  away,  and 
who  don't  know  anythihg  about  it,  to  get  up  a  peti- 
tion to  have  the  tree  remain.  He  had  three  trees  in 
front  of  his  bouse,  and  would  n't  take  a  thousand 
dollars  apiece  for  them;  so  it  wasn't  because  he 
did  n't  love  trees.  Already  there  is  a  claim  for  dam- 
ages made  against  the  city  on  account  of  the  roots 
of  this  tree.  To  Alderman  Hulbert  Mr.  Carey  stated 
in  reply  to  Alderman  Stebbins  that  he  bad  measured 
the  -  distance  from  the  tree  to  the  curbstone  and 
found  it  eight  and  a  half  feet. 

Alderman  Hulbert  explained  his  position.    He  ap 
peared  before  the  committee  because  the  interest  of 
the  city  required  the  removal  of  that  tree;  it  was 
unsafe  to  public  travel. 

Mr.  Gray  corrected  a  statement  be  had  made.  He 
did  not  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  it  was  fifteen 
feet  from  the  tree  to  the  curbstone,  bnt  to  the  side 
of  the  street. 

Alderman  Clark  explained  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  etc.,  who  were  in  favor  of  re- 
moving the  tree,  but  they  felt  bound  to  consider  and 
give  a  hearing  to  so  respectable  an  array  of  remoii- 
ttrants,  bnt  he  had  since  learned  that  many  of  them 
had  changed  their  minds. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hnlbert,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  for  the  removal  of  the  tree  was  granted. 

■DUTIES   OP  THE   FIEE   COMMISSIONERS. 

The  report,  inexpedient  to  amend  ordinance  in  re- 
latioB  to  Fire  Department,  so  that  the  Fire  Commisr 
sioners  shall  not  interfere  with  engineers  while  en- 
gaged in  extinguishing  fires,  came  up  from  the 
Council,  "referred  to  the  next  City  Council,"  to- 
gether With  an  ordinance  making  the  amendment 
proposed. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  trust,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we 
shall  not  bequeath  to  the  nest  City  Government  any 
sucn  legacy  as  the  proposition  now  before  us,  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  give  my  reasons  for  the  view  which 
I  take  of  the  matter.  Whether  such  an  onslaught  as 
was  made  in  the  other  branch  on  the  chairman  of  the 
Ordinance  Committee  is  worthy  of  any  notice  here, 
is  a  question  which  many  gentlemen  wonld  answer  in 
the  negative.    My  reference  to  it  shall  be  very  brief. 

A  Councilman  from  Ward  12  was  pleased  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  other  branch  to  be  not  only  in  his 
own  opinion  excessively  severe  and  sarcastic  upon  a 
certain  report  from  the  Ordinance  Committee,  but 
also  seemed  to  regard  it  as  in  accordance  with  good 
taste  and  warranted  by  the  facts,  to  accuse  the  author 
of  the  document  of  a  want  of  occupation  in  private 
life,  and  in  public  of  a  willingness  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  the  city  to  his  own  vanity^  To  person- 
alities I  certainly  do  not  propose  to  reply.  As  to  the 
report  in  question,  as  I  regard  the  time  of  this  Board 
as  toe  valuable  just  now  to  be  devoted  to  an  expos- 
ure at  length  of  the  Councilman's  train  of  probably 
unconscious  fallacy  and  misrepresentation,  I  will 
simply  say  this:  It  was  written  after  long  consulta- 
tion with  the  City  Solicitor,  whose  views  of  the  law 
it  was  intended  to  express.  It  has  since  been  sub- 
mitted to  that  officer,  who  authorizes  me  to  state  to 
the  Board  that,  after  careful  perusal,  he  entirely  fails 
to  perceive  the  contradiction  or  inconsistency  therein 
which  so  amuses  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  There- 
fore, I  will  only  suggest  that  when  my  friend  from 
South  Boston  shall  decide  to  petition  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  to  the 
imbecile  chairman  of  the  Ordinance  Committee,  he 
may  be  willing  to  further  benefit  the  City  Govern- 
ment by  taking  also  under  the  protection  of  his 
mighty  brain  the  equally  enfeebled  intellect  of  the 
City  Solicitor. 

vV^ith  regard  to  the  proposed  ordinance  it  seems 
to  me  that  for  us  to  entertain  it  and  send  it  to  the 
next  City  Government  as  worthy  of  consideration,  is 
hardly  less  than  insulting  to  the  gentlemen  who  have 
been  or  may  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners. It  assumes,  as  its  author  tells  us  in  al- 
most so  many  words,  that  without  it  there  is  danger 


that  these  gentlemen  will  grossly  abuse  the  Dower« 
delegated  to  them  by  undertaking  to  run  to  fires  and 
contradict  the  orders  of  the  oflBcers  in  command, 
whether  given  to  extinguish  the  flames  or  to  quell  a 
riot.  I  hope  we  shall  not  indorse  such  a  proposition 
as  worthy  of  being  sent  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. In  view  of  the  fact  that  such  reference  is  en- 
tirely unnecessary,  as  its  author  being  a  member  of 
the  next  government,  can  bring  it  forward  whenever 
he  sees  fit,  I  move  that  the  subject  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Power— T  should  hope  the  Alderman 
would  withdraw  his  motion  and  let  the  matter  lie  on 
the  table  for  a  week,  in  order  tuat  I  may  examine 
into  the  subject. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  would  be  willing  to  do  any- 
thing in  courtesy  to  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  but 
1  think  it  is  entirely  unnecessary.  If  this  snbj  )ct  is 
to  be  considered  by  the  next  City  Government  it  can 
he  called  up  by  either  the  Alderman  or  the  Council- 
man from  Ward  2,  both  of  whom  are  members  of  the 
other  branch.  It  would  be  hardly  less  an  insult  to 
the  gentlemen  appointed  commissioners  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Quincy  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Power— I  had  hoped  that  the  Alderman 
would  allow  the  matter  to  stand  as  it  is,  so  that  in 
the  twenty-four  hours  allowed  in  which  to  move  a 
reconsideration  I  could  investigate  the  matter  and 
understand  it.  If  I  could  do  so  I  think  I  should  very 
likely  think  as  the  gentleman  does,  and  very  likely 
agree  to  an  indefinite  postponement. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  moved  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement, but  that  does  n't  prevent  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  12  bringing  this  matter  before  the  next 
City  Government  if  they  wish.  I  did  not  wish  to  let 
the  matter  go  to  the  next  City  Government  as  a  lega- 
cy from  this  Council,  and  I  think  nobody's  rights  are 
cut  off  by  the  motion. 

Alderman  Power — Then  I  shall  have  to  move  to  lay 
this  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.  I  don't 
understand  the  matter  at  all,  and  should  like  to  look 
into  it.  I  have  a  paper  on  my  desk  which  ie  rather  a 
leogthy  document,  which  purports  to  set  l^rth  the 
merits  of  this  case,  but  I  don't  profess  to  under- 
stand it  and  I  should  like  time  to  look  into  it.  If 
this  motion  prevails,  I  don't  propose  to  let  it  lie 
longer  than  this  week. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost  by  a  rising 
vote— 4  for  and  6  against. 

Alderman  Power— Then  I  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
consider will  prevail.  I  have  no  desire  to  keep  this 
matter  open  except  as  stated.  I  don't  know  whether 
this  proposal  is  to  take  away  power  from  the  engi- 
neers and  give;^it  to  the  commissioners  or  not.  I 
wish  time  to  investigate. 

Alderman  Quincy— We  pass  upon  no  question,  but 
simply  decline  to  send  it  to  the  next  City  Govein- 
men;,  knowing  that  it  can  be  taken  up  by  the  next 
Council  at  any  time. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider. 

THE   SOUP  QUESTION. 

An  order  for  the  Overseers  of  Poor  to  furnish  soup, 
from  police  stations,  to  the  needy  poor,  at  expen.-o 
of  appropriation  for  Overseers  of  Poor,  came  from 
the  Council,  passed. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy— My  reasons  for  opposition  to 
this  measure  I  have  already  explained  to  be  twofold. 
First,  the  ground  taken  by  the  overseers  that  its 
tendency  is  mischievous  as  aggravating  the  evil  it 
pretends  to  alleviate;  and,  second,  that  taken  by  the 
City  Solicitor  that  it  is  illegal,  and  until  the  law  shall 
be  changed  a  purpose,  to  which  we  have  no  right  to 
devote  the  money  of  the  taxpayer.  I  will  not  tres- 
pass upon  the  time  of  the  Board  by  any  repetition  of 
my  arguments,  but  will  simply  read  to  the  Board  two 
communications  which  I  have  received  bearing  upon 
each  of  these  grounds,  respectively.  The  first  is  from 
a  well-known  clergyman,  the  second  from  the  City 
Solicitor. 

RoxBURY,  Dec.  17, 1873. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Quincy— After  I  got  home  from  the 
tea  parties  I  real,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  the 
account  in  the  paper  of  your  staving  off  the  soup. 
The  first  year  of  the  soup  distribution  I  took  from 
the  police  station  the  list  of  all  persons  who  had  re- 
ceived it  in  the  first  winter  for  the  district  around 
my  church.  I  divided  this  list  among  ten  intelligent 
young  men  who  were  studying  for  the  ministry,  bade 
them  hunt  up  the  people,  and  find  their  condition. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  their  reports,  which  were  very 
curious  and  instructive,  are  destroj  ed,  but  I  recolr 
lect  distinctly  that  there  were  but  five  cases,  of  all 
those  which  they  could  find  among  the  people  who 
took  soup   that  year,  which   they  considered  in  any 
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way  tolerable;  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  persons 
named  could  not  be  traced  at  all;  we  supposed  that 
false  names  and  false  addresses  had  been  given  from 
the  beginning.  The  poor  people  themselves  who 
lived  in  those  neighborhoods  declared,  as  we  be- 
lieved, truly,  that  there  had  been  no  sach  persons 
there.  In  the  large  number  of  cases  of  poverty  re- 
fei-red  to  this  church,  and  relieved  by  it,  since  this 
distribution  began,  I  do  not  know  one  person  who 
ever  received  this  soup  (so  unwilling  are  persons  of 
any  remnant  of  self-respect  to  make  application  for 
it),  except  one  woman  whom  I  compelled  to  go  my- 
self, because  I  wanted  to  learn  the  method  of  dis- 
tribution. If  the  matter  »*omes  up  again  you  may 
make  any  use  of  the  statements  above  that  yod 
choose.  Very  truly  y'rs., 

Edward  E.  Hale. 

Aldermen's  Room,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  Dec.  19,  1873.     f 
Hon.  J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor;    Dear  Sir— In  riew 
of  the  recent  action  of    the    other  branch  upon  the 
soup  question,  I  respectfully  ask    the  favor  of  your 
opinion  upon  the  following  points: 

1.  Can  the  City  Council  legally  instruct  the  Orer- 
seers  of  the  Poor  to  expend,  or  cause  to  be  expended, 
any  part  of  their  appropriation  from  the  city  for  the 
purpose  of  a  general  distribution  of  soup  from  the 
police  stations? 

2.  Would  such  e-xpenditure,  in  the  absence  of  in- 
structions, be  legal? 

3.  Can  the  said  City  Council  legally  instruct  said 
overseers  to  make  such  expenditure  from  any  other 
private  funds  at  their  disposal? 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

S.   M.    QUINCT. 

Dear  Sir— In  my  opinion,  neither  the  City  Council 
nor  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  the  right  to  ap- 
propriate the  funds  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  to  any  persons  who  have  not  a  legal  claim  upon 
the  city  of  Boston  for  suoport.  I,  therefore,  answer 
your  first  and  second  questions  in  the  negative.  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  hold 
any  funds  which  the  City  Council  can  direct  the  ex- 
penditure of  in  the  manner  proposed;  but  I  do  not 
know  upon  what  term^  and  trusts  all  the  fuuds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  are  holden. 
The  funds  which  they  hold  by  gift  must  be  disposed 
of  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  respect- 
ive donors  imposed  at  the  time  gifts  were  made  and 
accepted.  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  HiEALY. 

Mr.  Alderman  Quincy. 
/>«c.  23,  1873. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  claim  which  the  class  of 
deserving  poor  have,  to  be  assisted  by  us,  their  more 
fortunate  fellow  men,  I  trust  I  do  not  ignore.  If 
those  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  no  settlement  cannot 
legally  be  assisted  from  the  public  treasury,  let  us 
endeavor  to  change  the  law.  and  in  the  meantime  let 
us  contribute  what  we  can  from  our  own  pockets  to 
the  organized  private  charities  which  can  assist  them. 
The  proposed  measure  would  in  my  opinion  be  at  the 
.same  time  a  transgression  of  the  law  and  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  evil.  Gentlemen  who  honestly  believe 
that  the  overseers  and  the  Solicitor  are  botb  v/rong 
in  this  matter  will  conscientiously  vote  for  the  meas- 
ure. Were  I  to  do  so,  believing  as  I  do  that  they  are 
right,  and  assume  the  exclusive  right  to  be  consider- 
ed the  poor  man's  friend  on  that  account,  I  should 
regard  myself  as  masquerading  under  the  sacred  man- 
tle of  charity  at  others'  expense,  and  regard  what- 
ever popularity  I  might  thereby  gain  as  poor  compen 
sation  for  the  loss  of  self-respect.  I  move  the  indefij 
nite  postponement  of  this  order. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  the  order  ought  to  pass 
as  it  comes  from  the  Common  Council.  I  don't  think 
there  is  any  question  that  the  dispensation  of  soup 
under  proper  restrictions,  from  the  police  stations, 
will  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  It  has  done  a  great  deal 
in  years  past  and  no  one  can  dispute  that  fact.  Wtth 
the  knowledge  that  all  the  policemen  have  of  resi- 
dents of  their  localities  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
can  be  made  to  do  a  great  deal  more  good  than  it 
ever  has.  I  think  we  should  risk  the  little  harm  that 
it  might  do.  Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have,  I  un- 
derstand, voted  to  grant  relief  to  persons  who  ask 
for  it.  I  understand  that  they  are  pretty  evenly  di- 
vided on  the  question  of  dispensing  soup.  Even  if 
this  order  is  passed  I  don't  think  the  Overseers  will 
do  it  if  they  find  it  is  illegal.  I  don't  believe  in  the 
indiscriminate  dispensation  of  this  sort  of  charity, 
but  I  can't  see  any  trouble  to  be  anticipated  in  this 
dispensation.  I  hope  the  order  will  not  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 


Alderman  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
they  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  prevailed— 8  yeas,  4  navs — as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Cutler,  Gaffield, 
Gibson,  Hulbert,  Quincy,  Sayward — 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Power  and  Steb- 
bins— 4.  ' 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  confirmation 
of  the  following-named  executive  appointments  of 
members  bf  the  police  force:  Wilbur  Laskey,  Jr., 
Michael  W.  O'Brien,  Samuel  D.  Chamberlain,  John 
L.  Savage,  Moody  Quimby,  George  F.  '  Malcolm, 
George  F.  Sawyer,  A.  S.  Buswell,  James  H.  Warden, 
Charles  H.  Cheever,  John  C.  Blake,  Ira  C.  Poster, 
Oliver  W.  Shapleigh,  Charles  A.  Phillips,  John  B. 
Corcoran,  William  Matthews,  William  B.  Daley,  Ber- 
nard Armstrong,  and  Charles  Glidden. 

Constable— George  Phillips. 

Report  accepted  and  appointments  confirmed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from.the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  reported  "inexpedient" 
on  petition  of  H.  W.  Nelson  et  al.  for  extension  of 
wooden  building  limits  so  as  to  include  Wards  7 
and  12;  and  "no  action  necessary"  on  '  petitions  of 
Joseph  Marshall  for  leave  to  enlarge  his  wooden 
building  at  327  Chelsea  street;  "no  action  necessary" 
on  the  subject  of  changing  the  building  laws  so  that 
the  floors  Of  buildings  shall  be  made  fire  proof;  and 
"no  action  necessary"  on  the  subject  of  protecting 
water  pipes  in  buildings  from  injury  by  freezing, 
that  being  a  matter  which  should  be  left  to  the  own- 
ers.   Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported an  order  granting  a  permit  to  A.  D.  Williams 
to  erect  a  building  on  Fountain  street. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Gafliield,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  to  whom  were  referred  various  requests 
of  the  School  Committee,  submitted  reports  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  accommodations 
for  the  pupils  of  the'  Heath-Street  Primary  School. 
Comins  District;  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhonses,  Public  Build- 
ings.       •  ■ 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Building^ 
be  authorized  to  make  such  changes  in  the  Girls' 
High  School  buildings  as  may  be  required  to  enable 
the  pupils  to  study  photography;  the  expense  there- 
of to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  .School - 
houses.  Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  tempor^irjf  accommodations 
fur  primary  schoolhouses  in  the  Gibson  School  Dis- 
trict, Ward  16;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  fichoolhouses,  Ptiblic  Buildings. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  notice  is  hereby  given  to  John  G. 
Lewis  and  Michael  Barrett,  contractors,  and  to  Charles 
G.  Crockett,  Cornelius  O'Heatn  and  Cassander  J. 
Knight,  bondsmen,  to  finish  and  complete  the  con- 
struction of  the  sewer  in  Kemp  street,  according  to 
the  terms  of  their  contract  with  the  city;  and  that  if 
said  sewer  is  not  completed  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  February,  1874,  the  city  will  proceed  to  complete 
the  same,  at  the  expense  of  said  contractors.  Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Comiriittee  on  Sewers, 
reported  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  P.  H. 
Rogers  et  al.  for  postponement  of  collection  of  sewer' 
assessment;  and  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of 
Jacob  Symonas  for  abatement  of  sewer  tax.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  scheaules  of  assessments 
for  sewers  in  Clifton,  Albion,  Hudson,  Cottage, 
Stoughton,  Myrtle,  Regent,  St.  James,  Akron,  Foun- 
tain, Wood,  Taylor.  Franklin,;Water,  Ericsson  and 
High  streets  and  Neponset  avenue,  reported  that  they 
had  been  found  to  be  correct,  and  recommended  the 
passage  of  the  usual  orders  lor  collection.  The  or- 
ders were  severally  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $11,650,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  provide  the  means.  Accepted  and 
reference  ordered. ' 

Alderman  (Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Librarv,  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication 
from  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  notifying 
the  City  CounciJ  that  the  Hon.  Henry  L.   Pierce  had 
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Contributed  the  6um  of  $5000  to  the  funds  of  the 
library,  having  considered  the  subject,  reported  tue 
soUowJng  orders  for  passage: 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  the  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce  for  his  gener- 
ous contribution  to  the  funds  of  the  Public  Library. 
Ordered,  That  the  action  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  in  accepting  and  investing  the  dona- 
tion of  $5000  from  the  Hon.  Henry  L,  Pierce  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Public  Library  be  and  the  same  i« 
hereby  approved. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Cofnmittee  On  Legisla- 
tive Matters,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Winthrop  to  be  heard  on  the  subject  of 
annexation,  together  with  the  notice  •/  a  proposed 
petition  to  the  General  Court  for  that  purpose,  would 
respectfvilly  report  that  they  have  given  the  desired 
hearing,  and  are  of  opinion  that  to  complete  the 
city's  control  of  harbor  lines,  and  for  other  reasons, 
such  annexation  is  desirable.  They  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters be  instructed  to  favor  the  petition  of  the  town 
of  Winthrop,  or  its  inhabitants,  for  annelfation  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  in  preference  to  the  proposed 
setting  off  to  Middlesex  County. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Say ward,.from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  D.  W. 
Lewis,  S.  G.  Chase,  Erskine  &  Bennett  and  Henry 
Hurd,  for  leave  to  occupy  stables ;  H.  J.  G.  Denny, 
to  add  three  stalls  to  her  stable  on  Otter  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  appli- 
cations of  one  bootblack  and  five  newsboys  for 
licenses;  T.W.Gordon,  Nelson  Downing,  for  hack 
stands;  Charles  L.  Steinkraus,  for  leave  to  exhibit 
game  of  checkers  at  18  Howard  street;  C.  M.  Charter, 
for  leave  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  Wait's  Hall  one 
week;  George  Abbott  and  twenW-four  others,  for 
auctioneer's  license;  Messenger  Biothers,  to  keep 
billiard  saloon  at  55  Bromfieid  street;  J.  R.  White 
and  others,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  James  A. 
Riedell  &  Co.,  for  two  hack  stands;  John  C.  Fan- 
nelly,  for  wagon  license;  John  Harrison,  for  pawn- 
broker's license;  Martha  P.  Beatty,  for  innholder'a 
license;  Adeline  Moore,  P.  A.  Garvey,  R.  H.  Yeaton, 
John  Laie,  for  victualler's  license;  D.  Harris,  to  give 
entertainment  at  Webster  Hall,  December  31,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor;  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  appli- 
cation of  Lawrence  Shealey  for  victualler's  license. 
Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson- 
Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rules  and  regala- 
tions  now  in  force  for  the  government  of  the  Police 
Department,  the  following  rule  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  adopted: 

"No  officer  or  member  of  the  Police  Department 
shall  be  allowed  to  receive  a  present  from  men  nndec 
his  command,  and  no  subscription  or  contribution 
•hall  be  made  by  any  officer  or  member  of  the  de- 
partment to  any  present  or  reward  intended  for  an- 
other officer  or  member  of  the  department,  unless 
specially  authorized  Dy  the  Committee  on  Police." 

Passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
George  V.  B.  Ladd  et  al.  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hail  for 
a  public  ball  of  January  22, 1874.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Buildings,  reported  inexpedient  on  petition  of 
Charles  R.  Train  et  al.,  members  of  Suffolk  Bar,  for 
extension  of  accommodations  in  the  clerk's  office  of 
the  Superior  Court,  Civil  Business.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police,  nnder  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  remove  the  flag  staff  from  the 
corner  of  Dudley  and  Putnam  streets,  to  such  place 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  said  l-emoval  being 
made  necessary  by  the  erection  of  a  fence  for  the 
Bew  grammar  schoolhouse,  Dudley  District;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages,  as  follows: 
Henry  A.  Thomas,  $250,  extension  of  Bedford  street; 
Harriet  Wiswell,  $1982,  widening  Walnut  avenue  at 
Warren  street;  James  and  P.  H.  Power,  $2025,  wlden- 
ening  Broad  street ;  heirs  of  Alpheus  Bigelow,  $23,000, 
widening  of  Kingston  street.    Severalljr  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
orders  te  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows:  Barnard 
Foley  and  Owen  Nason,  $8472  10,  fot  laying  out  Mag- 
azine street  to  Dadley  street;  heirs  of  Solomon 
Wildes,  $188,248,  extension  of  Washington  street  to 
Haymarket  square;  Mary  A.  Chase,  $260,  laying  out 


Thornton  street;  Henry  and  Jacob  Pfaff,  $20,800, 
widening  Congress  street;  heirs  Timothy  McCarthy, 
$1984,  extension  of  Quincy  place  to  Pearl  place; 
Massachusetts  Baptist  Convention,  $10,146,  widening 
Washington  street;  Theodore  Harrington  $1800, 
widening  Federal  sireet;  Harriet  P.  Nevms  $900,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  G.  H.  Blakmore,  in  widening 
Congress  Street.    Severally  read  cnce. 

ELECTION  KETUBNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  count  the 
original  ballots  cast  for  ward  officers  in  Ward  19  at 
the  recent  election  have  attended  to  that  duty  and 
report  that  the  result  is  as  follows: 

Warden— Joseph  S.  Duncklee  had  279,  F.  Lyman 
Winship  278. 

Clerk— Webster  F.  Warren  557. 

Inspectors— Charles  A.  Faxon  428,  Michael  Coyle, 
Jr.  318,  AsaBurbank  283.  George  B.  Appleton  279, 
Joseph  I.  Bates  273,  John  H.  Lee,  270,  Charles  Cur- 
rier 269,  Michael  F.  Morley,  Michael  Moreley  63, 
Michael  Coyle  52,  C.  E.  Coleman  62.  Erwin  L.  Cole- 
man 150,  Edwin  L.  Coleman  59,  A.  T.  Sinclair  34— all 
others  14. 

From  which  it  appears  that  the  following-named 
persons,  having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have  been  duly 
elected  to  their  respective  offices,  viz. : 

Warden— Joseph  S.  Duncklee;  Clerk— Webster  F. 
Warren;  Inspectors— Charles  A.  Faxon,  Michael 
Coyle,  Jr..  Asa  Burbank,  George  B.  Appleton  and 
Joseph  I.  Bates. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 
James  Power, 
Thomas  Gafeield. 

Accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following; 

The  undersigned  respectfully  report  that  since  the 
adjournment  of  the  Board  on  the  15th  instant  they 
received  a  request  duly  signed  by  ten  voters  in  Ward 
2  asking  that  the  oullots  cast  in  that  ward-  for  ward 
offlcer8"may  be  reexamined  and  counted.  The  under- 
signed, a  committee  already  appointed  to  examine 
similar  ballots  in  Ward  19,  attended  to  this  duty  and 
report  the  result  as  follows: 

For  Warden— Daniel  F.  Kelly  had  6rf7,  Joseph  Bur- 
nett 447,  Jphn  Kenney  178,  Frederic  Balch  20,  all 
others  7. 

For  Clerk— James  O'Donnell  689,  P.  J.  McDermott 
609,  William  N.  Starrett  37,  all  others  22. 

For  Inspectors— Hugh  A.  Carr  1143,  Hugh  Mc- 
Elaney  1144,  James  T.  Gallagher  691,  James  L.  Quig- 
ley  687,  Matthias  Conley  687,  P.  J.  Duffey  464,  E. 
Kelley  456,  M.  F.  Mahoney  459,  A.  O.  Brummett  190. 
C.  E.  Wiggin,  Jr..  185,  J.  J.  McDole  175,  J.  O'Hare 
145,  W.  G.  Hoyt  137,  all  others  187. 

From  which  it  appears  that  the  following-named 
persons  having  a  plurality  of  votes  have  been  duly 
chosen  to  their  respective  offices:  Warden— Daniel 
F.  Kelley;  Clerk— James  O'Donnell;  Inspectors- 
Hugh  A.  Carr,  Hugh  McElaney,  James  T.  Gallagher, 
James  L,  Quigley  and  Matthias  Conley. 

S.  B.  Stebbins. 
James  Power. 
Thomas  Gaffield. 

Accepted. 

SUFFOLK-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Brown  presented  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street  District,  and 
on  his  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed : 

The  committee  report  its  operations,  during  the 
year.  The  total  amount  of  the  appropriation  was 
$2,381,248  96;  amount  unexpended,  $17,492  86;  re- 
ceipts from  sales  of  estates  by  public  auction,  $617,- 
944  53;  from  sales  of  old  buildings  and  materials, 
$20,419  67;  from  rents,  betterments,  filling  of  land, 
etc.,  $145,162  47;  total,  $783,526  62;  total  amount  of 
lands  held  by  the  city,  $483,650  23;  a  small  additional 
appropriation  will  be  needed  to  pay  damages  awarded 
by  the  court  and  the  committee,  say  $9782  14;  the 
net  cost  of  the  improvement  has  been  $1,607,504  48: 
the  estimate  cost  was  $2,351, .550,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  work  has  been  done  for  $744,046  less  than 
the  estimates. 

The  Assessois'  valuation  for  the  year  1870,  the  year 
the  improvement  was  begun,  was  about  $5,000,000. 
A  comparison  of  the  valuation  of  that  year  with  that 
of  the  present  one  shows  an  increase  of  not  less 
than  124  per  cent.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  in- 
creased income  which  the  city  will  derive  from  the 
property  in  the  shape  of  taxes  will  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  improvement, 
and  also  to  pay  the  principal  in  a  few  years.  The 
committee  also  reported  upon  the  legislation  had  in 
regard  to  the  Northampton-street  district,  and  stated 
that  it  is  understood  that  the  city  is  to  go  farward  at 
the  end  of  six  months  from  the  notice  and  raise  the 
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grade,  charging  the  several  owners  for  iheir  propor- 
iKinate  part  of  the  expense. 

Those  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  assessments 
may,  within  twelve  months  after  they  are  laid,  apply 
for  a  jury,  or  they  may  surrender  their  estates  to  the 
city.  The  city  surveyor  is  now  engaged,  under  the 
direction  of  the  committee,  in  preparing  accurate 
surveys  and  profiles  of  the  streets  and  estimates  of 
the  cost  of  filling.  These  will  be  completed  before 
the  time  arrives  for  beginning  operations.  In  regard 
to  the  Swett-street  district  the  committee  stated  that 
a  large  part  of  the  territory  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
two  or  three  individuals,  who  are  desirous  of  having 
streets  laid  out  and  the  land  raised  to  a  suitabh; 
ijrade  as  early  as  possible,  so  they  can  proceed  to 
erect  dwelling  houses. 

They  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  convey  to 
the  city,  free  of  expense,  such  of  their  lands  as  are 
required  for  streets,  and  also  to  pay  for  the  cost  of 
raising  these  lands  to  grade.  The  committee  reported 
orders  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  $10,000  to 
the  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street  District  and  $700 
to  that  for  Church-street  District.  The  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

THE   PABK   QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  orders  relative 
to  a  public  park  were  taken  from  the  table.  The 
qlle^'tion  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute 
offered  by  Alderman  Emery. 

Alderman  Emery — Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  offered 
the  order  under  consideration  as  a  substitute  for  the 
one  from  the  other  branch,  I  presumed  nearly  all  of 
the  Aldermen  were  in  favor  of  having  a  park  or  parks 
at  the  proper  time — sometime  or  other:  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  lateness  of  the  season,  I  thought  they 
might  favor  the  postponement  of  putting  it  into  the 
hands  of  a  y  committee  at  present,  for  the  reasons 
which  I  then  stated— that  a  committee  could  do  noth- 
ing more  than  what  is  contemplated  by  this  proposed 
funstitute,  and  by  its  adoption  we  should  be  in  posi- 
tion to  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity,  whenever 
i'  should  occur,  both  as  to  the  financial  condition  of 
the  city  and  the  price  and  availability  of  lands,  to 
secure  desirable  locations.  Now  I  can  see  no  objec- 
tion to  being  in  position,  though  we  should  deem  it 
inexpedient  now  to  take  any  further  steps. 

The  subject  has  been  very  ably  discussed,  pro  and 
con,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  review  rny  of  the  argu- 
ments presented,  as  they  are  doubtless  properly  ap- 
preciated by  the  members  of  the  Board  as  well  as  by 
the  public  generally.  I  trust  the  time  will  come 
when  Boston  will  have  not  only  a  park  but  several, 
or  a  series  of  parks,  some  of  which  may  be  in  each 
outlying  district;  so  that  they  may  be  easily  accessi- 
ble from  any  part  of  the  city.  Have  not  the  late 
fires  and  the  present  depression  of  business  proved 
the  strength  of  Boston  to  bear  misfortunes?  Mav 
they  not  as  well  show  her  strength  for  growth  and 
expansion;  which,  after  providing  for  her  substantial 
want",  may  she  not  claim  and  enjoy  the  privilegen 
and  luxuries  of  other  cities?  The  time  is  near  at 
hand  when  we  shall  look  in  vain  for  unimproved 
acres  with  which  to  beautify  our  city.  All  of  the 
famous  gardens  an^  parks  of  the  noted  cities  of 
Europe  were  obtained  when  lands  were  cheap  and 
purchasers  few.  Parks  to  a  large  city  become  a  pub- 
lic necessity.  We  could  no  more  make  Boston  Com- 
mon a  private  garden,  closed  to  the  public,  than 
conld  George  II.  the  park  of  St.  James,  which,  when 
coveted  by  his  queen,  was  told  it  would  cost  "only 
three  crowns,"  meaning  a  revolution.  We  may  re- 
gret that  our  predecessors  of  an  early  period  did  not 
see  this  necessity  for  us  and  provide  for  it,  but  inas- 
much as  they  did  not.  shall  we  put  off  all  responsi- 
bility and  leave  it  to  our  successors. 

To  the  prosperous  and  well-conditioned  our  sub- 
urban attractions  may  be  sufficient,  with  the  tine 
roads,  beautiful  villas  and  palatial  mansions,  in 
which  we  have  taken  great  pride.  But  to  the  less 
favored,  where  and  how  can  they  recreate  and  renew 
their  strength?  Must  they  take  to  the  highways, with 
no  sheltered  seats  on  which  to  rest?  or  shall  we  have 
parks  so  contiguous  as  to  be  reached  and  enjoyed  by 
rtll.  Boston  would  not  lose  by  such  an  investment, 
for,  adjoining  Ihese  parks  and  in  the  vicinity  thereof, 
the  homes  of  the  rich  would  be  found.  Here  the 
land  would  quadruple  !■  value,  thus  Increasing  the 
taxable  property  fourfold,  and  which  in  my  judg- 
ment would  fully  warrant  such  an  outlay  at  a  fit. 
time.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  question  whether 
we  shall  move  so  far  in  the  matter  as  to  leave  our 
successors  in  a  position  to  act  when  circumstances 
favor  it.  The  question  is  not,  parks  immediately  or 
none  at  all,  but  shall  we  be  in  readiness  for  parks 
when  they  can  be  affordexl.  Boston  is  not  obliged  to 
l)nsh  in  one  direction  for  her  homes  or  her  parks,  as 
in  the  case  of  her  more  opulent  neithbor,  New  York, 
for  here  we  have  ii«  natural  boundary  to  our  growth 


and  no  boundary  to  our  aggrandizement.  The  north 
may  be  made  as  beautiful  and  as  desirable  as  the 
south,  the  east  or  the  west,  and  all  throbbing  and  vi- 
talized from  this  centre  of  legislative  action,  which 
should  be  wise  and  always  just  and  pure. 

Alderman  Hulbert— I  would  like  the  indulgence  of 
this  Board  to  say  a  few  more  things  in  reference  to 
this  subject;  but  I  wish  to  say  that  what  I  shall  say 
will  not  be  because  of  the  position  I  have  taken  in 
this  Board  before,  and  seek  now  to  maintain,  but 
what  I  shall  say  myself  is  from  the  deep  conviction 
I  have  on  this  subject,  and  a  deeper  conviction  I 
have  not  had  on  any  subject  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  Board,  and  I  have  not  spoken  on  a 
subject  which  has  involved  so  much  as  this  question. 
I  commence  where  the  last  speaker  left  off,  that  the 
action  contemplated  in  going  to  the  Legislature  is  in 
Itself  harmless,  because  I  do  not  believe  that  that, 
can  be  so.  The  ink  will  not  be  dry  to  the  governor's 
signature  to  the  act  that  shall  be  passed  before 
there  will  arise  a  Ipressure  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  scheme— a  pressure  that  will  be  felt,  and 
will,  doubtless,  accomplish  the  result.  .  Now,  at 
present,  this  scheme  is  urged  by  the  public  press  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  bv  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
City  Government,  by  various  individuals  in  the  com- 
munity, and  I  do  not  impute  any  other  than  the  best 
of  motives  to  these  gentlemen.  But  after  these  there 
will  be  the  dissolving  views  of  the  showrrian.  There 
is  another  class  of  men,  and  they  will  soon  appear — 
ihi-t  is  an  array  of  interested  men — interested  in  the 
sale  of  property  to  the  city  for  this  park,  and  they 
will  come  before  they  are  needed.  Now,  I  beg  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  board  to  some  results  which  the 
inauguration  and  carrying  out  of  the  plan,  of  which 
this  is  the  beginning  and  main  element.  Now, 
I  believe  in  all  that  I  have  said,  not  because 
I  have  taken  any  one  position,  but  because  of  my 
solemn  convictions  on  this  subject.  As  Boston  is 
now  circumstanced,  I  think  there  will  be  no  one 
thing  more  unfortunate  for  her  to  inaugurate  than  to 
materially  increase  the  rate  of  taxatior.  I  have 
looked  this  over  since  our  debates  here.  I  have  looked 
more  carefully  into  the  condition  of  the  city's 
finances  and  I  have  done  it  ready  to  be  convinced, 
but  I  tell  you  candidly  that  my"  convictions  before 
given  have  only  been  confirmed  and  not  changed.  I 
alluded  in  my  previous  remarks  made  to  the  basis  on 
which  the  appropriations  were  made  for  this  year. 
We  came  together  soon  after  the  great  fire.  The  feel- 
ing that  was  seen  through  this  hall  was  that  the  ap- 
propriations for  this  year  should  not  exceed  those  of 
the  previous  year,  and  should  be  decreased,  if 
possible,  and  I  think  that  when  measures 
came  before  this  Government,  we  all  have 
l-eeru. governed  by  this  idea.  But  I  think  that  some 
of  the  citizens  who  came  here  have  forgotten  that 
there  was  a  fire.  But  it  is  my  own  opinion,  and  t 
think  that  i.^  must  be  the  opinion  of  all  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Board  that  the  basis  of  expenditure  which 
we  established  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  year 
will  and  cannot  be  maintained  for  the  year  to  come; 
that  the  various  departments  scarcely  without  an  ex- 
ception will  call  for  and  must  have  their  appropria- 
tions increased  largely.  I  will  not  particularize,  but 
1  think  that  the  advance  will  be  materially  in  excess 
of  the  regular  appropriations.  Then  we  have  to 
provide  for  the  interest  created  by  the  debt  of  the 
year,  so  that  there  will  be  a  large  increase,  for  the 
taxation  must  be  provided  in  the  ensuing  year.  Then 
there  are  various  schemes  relating  to  the  business  de- 
velopment of  the  city  which  ought  not  to  remain 
waiting  any  longer;  all  these  things  put  together  are 
going  to  make  a  basis  of  taxation  far  larger  than  any- 
thing we  have  yet  had,  in  ray  judgment.  We  have 
in  this  past  year  been  remarkably  free  from  the 
pressure  of  individuals  for  carrying  through  private 
schemes — by  which  I  mean  those  matters  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city  which  are  urged  by  parties  in- 
terested. What  we  have  seen  in  this  hall  for  the 
past  feur  or  five  weeks,  indicates  that  there  is  some- 
thing of  private  scheming,  planning  and  designing. 
I  only  hope  and  trust  that  the  incoming  Government 
will  pay  no  more  regard  to  them  than  the  present 
one  has  been.  But  private  enterprises  will  be  push- 
ed hard,  not  merely  from  the  city,  but  from  the  an- 
nexed territory.  They  will  have'their  wants,  and  will 
not  fail  to  make  them  known  here.  Now,  I  do  not 
wuppose  that  any  gentleman  in  this  Board  means  to 
advocate  any  policy  here  that  he  does  not  believe  to 
he  consistent  with  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  I 
believe  that  that  is  true  of  every  gentleman  in  this 
Board.  Now,  I  feel  that  it  is  best  for  the  coming 
year,  that  the  best  management  only  will  keep  our 
taxation  within  reasonable  limits,  by  which  I  mean 
such  taxation  as  will  not  cause  serious  results.  Now 
I  want  to  say,  that  the  rate  of  taxation  does  not  be- 
gin with  not  end  with  the  wealthv  men  in  our  coni- 
iiinnily.    There  are  those  who  think  that  taxes   have 
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to  do  with  the  rich  only,  and  they  are  the  only 
ones  who  have  to  suffer.  Now  whatever  may  be 
true  of  other  cities,  it  is  plain  to  my  mind  that 
it  is  the  policy  that  Boston  must  not  ienore, 
that  the  expense  of  her  merchants  and 
business  men  and  all  who  live  here  should  be  kept  as 
economical  as  possible.  It  is  a  vital  question  to  Bos- 
ton. I  have  referred  to  the  necessities  which  are  be- 
fore us,  and  which  we  must  meet  and  provide  for  in 
the  coming  year.  This  shows  what  must  cause  a 
large  increase  of  taxation.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can 
be  avoided.  Now,  suppose,  in  addition  to  all  these 
private  and  psblic  schemes,  there  is  initiated  the 
scheme  for  a  park  or  a  system  of  parks,  at  a  larjfe 
expense,  it  means  a  park  that  will  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  Chicago,  Brooklyn  and  New  York, 
mainly  New  York.  Therefore  it  means  not  only  a 
large  expense  at  the  outset  but  a  very  large  an- 
nual expense  for  its  embellishraent,  and  a 
very  large  outlay  for  the  current  expenses  in 
carrying,  it  on.  Now,  all  that  you,  do  in  that  direc- 
tion is  a  burden  in  addition  to  those  created  by  the 
other  causes  of  which  I  have  spoken.  Now,  I  con- 
tend that  the  business  interests  of  this  city  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  bear  the  burden.  I  speak  with 
some  feeling.  I  think  what  I  state  in  that  line  is 
important  for  consideration.  Now,  there  is  another 
thing  that  I  must  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to. 
It  is  known  that  it  has  been  the  growing  cu>tom  of 
wealthy  pitizens  to  have  residences  in  other  places 
than  Boston;  and  frim  one  reason  or  another,  and  I 
do  not  impute  unworthy  motives,  the  number  has 
been  increased  from  year  to  year,  aad  they  have  felt 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  gort  of  ciiticism 
which  has  been  made  upon  them.  Now,  with 
all  the  enterprises  that'we  have  in  hand  for  the  busi- 
ness development  of  the  city,  which  any  gentleman 
familiar  with  the  matter  must  know  are  very  large; 
if  the  city  shall  now  inaugurate  a  svstem  of  expense  i 
so  great  as  this  scheme  involves,  these  wealthy  men 
will  see  in  that  expense  the  results  in  the  future. 
They  will  see  in  it  largely  increased  taxes,  and  they 
can  reason  legitimately  and  jn'operly.  How  long  will, 
it  be  before  men  will  say, I  will  not  expose  myself 
to  consequences  of  this  kind;  it  partakes  of  the  nat- 
ure of  an  expenditure  that  the  condition  of  the  city 
of  Boston  does  not  warrant.  Let  this  thing  become 
popular,  and  it  will  become  popular  when  there  is  a 
valid  reason  for  it,  then  you  furnish  a  valid  excuse 
for  gentlemen  of  wealth  to  say  we  will  not  expose  our 
property  to  the  results  of  such  a  course  of  proceed- 
ing as  that.  If  any  man  will  take  up  a  valuation  of 
the  various  wards  in  this  city,  it  is  very  easy  to  see 
that  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  for  many  millions  of 
property  to  be  removed  out  of  this  city.  It  will  go,  as 
easily  as  by  fire.  Therefore,  rich  men  will  take  their 
personal  property  where  taxation  is  low,  and  where 
The  personal  valuation  is  low.  The  country  sur- 
rounding Boston  furnishes  every  facility  for  this. 
Pleasant  society  is  to  be  found,  persons  of  culture 
and  wealth  can  obtain  good  locations.  Now,  if  that 
is  the  case,  then  you  are  exposed  to  have  this  large 
amount  of  taxable  property  leave  you  .iust  as  readily 
as  it  did  by  the  fire,  and  not  return.  But  the  wealthy 
men  will  have  to  leave  their  real  estate  here,  it 
is  said.  So  they  will,  but  who  will  pay  for  it?  I 
mean,  who  will  pay  the  taxes?  The  merchants  who 
occupy  the  stores  pay  the  tax3S,  and  the  tenants  pay 
1''  the  taxes  on  the  buildings  they  occupy.  Follow  this 
out,  and  you  find  that  every,  day  laborer  pays  his 
share  of  the  taxes,  and  the  masses  of  the 
people  pay  them,  while,  in  many  cases,  the 
men  who  own  the  property  do  not.  I  suppose 
That  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  leases  in  this  city, 
provide  that  the  taxes  shall  be  paid  by  the  lessee's. 
Therefore,  the  people  who  want  this  park 
will  suffer.  We  have  got  to  borrow  every  dollar  to 
make  it.  Then  it  will  enter  into  our  tax  bills,  and  I 
fear  will  create  a  sentiment  that  will  make 
our  richest  men  go  away.  They  can  live  in 
the  country,  and  come  here  and  spend  their 
winters.  This  whole  country  around  invites  them, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  it.  Let  us  inaugurate 
^uch  an  expenditure  and  furnish  the  excuse,  and  just 
as  sure  as  the  sun  shines  you  will  see  the  result  I 
foretell. .  Now,  in  what,  I  say,  I  want  to  urge  a  poli- 
cy, and  this  whole  park  question  brings  up  a  policy. 
I  urge  a  policy  that  is  not  going  to  increase  the  rate 
of  taxatiori  to  an  undue  extent.  Boston,  today, 
suffers  for  a  reputation  which  she  always  has. had 
as  an  expensive  place  of  residence.  It  is  one  of 
The  most  expensive  places  in  this  country  for 
persons  in  moderate  circumstances  to  reside  in. 
Now  we  need  to  invite  capital  here  and  keep  it  here, 
—that  should  be  our  policy.  I  know  that  I  am  correct 
in  stating  that  the  rapid  development  in  certain  trade 
departments  which  have  assumed  great  magnitude  in 
a  few  years  is  due  mainly  to  the  incidental  expenses 
in  handling  merchandise  being  less  here  Than  in  New 


York.  Gentlemen  familiar  with  business  know  that 
all  incidental  charges  in  New  York  have  been  very 
large  in  a  few  years  past.  Take  the  wool  trade,  for 
instance.  It  owes  its  rise  to  that  idea.  Gentlemen, 
"  this  is  well  worth  your  consideration.  I  may  as  well 
refer  here  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  merchants 
in  New  York  with  Boston.  We  have  read  so  much 
of  the  municipal  mismanagement  of  New  York  that 
we  imagine  ittobeavery  expensive  place  to  live 
and  do  Dusiness  in.  Well,  it  is  an  expensive  place  to 
live  in,  but  it  is  a  better  place  for  a  merchant  than 
Boston.  While  taxation  is  two  and  a  half  times  what 
it  is  here  the  basis  of  valuation  is  such  that  the 
merchant  in  New  York  pays  less  taxes  on  his  capitnl 
in  business,  by  far,  than  the  merchant  in  Boston  doec 
The  reason  is  that  our  valuation  is  high,  while  the 
rate  is  nominally  much  less.  If  New  York  city  were 
under  economical  management;  if  New  York  were 
managed  with  the  same  honesty  that  has  prevailed  in 
Boston,  New  York  city  would  be  the  most  inviting 
place  for  business  on  this  continent,  because  it  would 
be  enabled  to  make  the  expense  of  doing  business 
there,  on  such  a  small  scale,  that  it  would  compel 
business  to  come  there,  because  the  cost  of 
doing  it  would  be  relatively  much  less.  Now 
this  enterprise  of  a  public  park  seems  to  be 
ill-timed,  because  we  are  in  a  transition  state 
by  reason  of  the  annexation  that  has  taken 
place  and  the  annexation  that  is  to  come.  We  do  not 
know  where  our  centres  are  to  be.  We  do  not  know 
where  our  lines  are  to  be  drawn.  We  do  not  know 
the  condition  that  we  will  be  placed  in,  or  what  an- 
nexatiiin  is  to  do  for  us.  I  do  not  know  what  im-' 
pression  you  have  as  to  the  effect  upon  the  city 
proper  by  annexation,  as  to  its  increase  or  decrease 
of  the  rate  of  taxation  to  the  main  city.  Now,  th«re 
IS  the  old  town  of  Dorchester,  a  pretty  favorable 
specimen.  The  town  of  Dorchester  came  in  and  she 
had  done  for  her,  during  the  first  two  years,  very  lib- 
erally. In  what  I  may  state  I  let  those  two  years  go. 
I  have  not  taken  the  pains  to  inform  myself  as  to 
that,  but  for  the  last  two  years,  in  1871-2,  Dorches- 
ter paid  into  the  city  treasury,  not  exceeding 
six-tenths  of  what  was  spent  for  her  benefit,  and  I 
do  not  include  one  dolla.  of  the  amount  spent  there 
for  water.  This  is  from  careful  investigations.  For 
the  last  year,  Dorchester  did  not  contribute — and  her 
taxation  was  made  upon  a  high  valuation,  a  valuation 
that  cannot  continue,  our  assessors  must  reduce  the 
valuation  there— Dorchester,  I  say,  for  this  last  year, 
has  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  not  exceeding  two- 
thirds  of  what  has  been  expended  for  her  benefit, 
not  including  water.  I  have  the  facts,  gentlemen,  I 
know  what  1  am  talking  about.  That  is  to  be  true 
of  all  tenitorv  that  we  annex— Charlestown,  Bright- 
on and  West  Eoxbury  will  all  draw  upon  this  old  city 
and  be  an  actual  expense. 

I  am  only  statino'  certain  facts  concerning  annexa- 
tion. Chelsea,  Cambridge,  Somerville.  Winthiop, 
Brookline,  Revere,  Hyde  Park,  and  I  do  not  know  how- 
many  other  places,  are  proposed  to  us,  and  wheth- 
er they  will  be  annexed  or  not  you  can  tell  better 
than  I;  but  every  one  of  these  places  that  comes  in  is 
an  expense  to  the  old  city  of  Boston,  in  which  I  in- 
clude the  Highlands.  Now,  our  city  is  nominally  in- 
creasing in  population  by  annexation.  We  are  not 
stronger  because  we  have  annexed  this  territory;  it 
effects  nothing,  changes  nothing  at  present.  Now  I 
want  to  refer  to  New  York,  because  I  think  there 
have  been  some  ill-considered  comparisons  made 
here.  The  systems  of  the  two  cities  are  unlike,  and 
they  cannot  be  compared  at  all.  New  York  has  its 
own  location,  its  own  wants  and  facilities,  and 
they  are  unlike  Boston's.  We  must  grow  in  a  differ- 
ent way  from  that;  in  which  New  York  has  grown  . 
We  are  not  situated  as  she  is,  and  we  cannot  do  as 
she  does.  New  York  has  resources  and  power,  and 
if  she  had  not  she  would  have  been  crushed  by  what 
she  has  gone  through.  But  she  has  borne  it,  and  she 
has  not  sat  down.  In  the  first  place,  I  h'^.ve  alluded 
to  the  fact  that  ner  merchants  pay  less  taxes  than  we 
do.  She  has  a  population  three  times  as  large  as 
ours.  She  has  her  Central  Park.  Now.  how  is  it 
with  us?  We  are  situated  very  much  as  this  room  is. 
Boston  is  situated  very  much  as  the  Speaker's  chair 
is,  and  the  surrounding  country  lies  around  in  a 
circle,  and  we  radiate  in  circles.  New  York  etands 
almost  like  a  triangle.  When  her  population  increased 
she  had  no  alternative  but  to  go  up.  She  could  in- 
crease only  by  going  up  north.  Now.  there  have 
been  statements  made  here  and  in  the  public  press— 
I  do  not  wonder  at  it,  for  they  have  been  made  in 
oflicial  reports— that  the  effect  of  Central  Park  wa« 
to  create  a  large  increase  of  value  of  real  estate.  It 
had  to  do  with  it,  but  the  park  was  not  the  cause  of 
ir.  The  park  entered  into  it,  but  did  not  make  it 
altogether.  The  thing  that  made  the  increase  in 
value  of  l.ind  was  the  population  that  wanted  to  oc- 
cupy it,  and  would  have  gone  there  whether   Central 
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Purk  had  been  created  or  not.  Now,  look  at  the 
iHcilirles  of  New  York;  look  at  the  European 
steamship  lines.  There  is  a  large  number  of 
lines,  and  each  with  a  large  number  of 
Nteamers.  We  have  but  one  line  of  steamers,  but  we 
had  very  good  accommodations  from  that  line,  and 
why?  We  should  thank  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  for  one.  It  had  the  enterprise  to  go 
and  fuiniBh  the  facilities  to  export  the  products  of 
the  West  to  Europe.  I  know  ttiat  John  P.  Squire  & 
Company  are  on  trial  for  maintaining  a  nuisance,  ijut 
the  best  thine  the  city  of  Boston  can  do  will  be  to 
join  hands  with  those  men  and  men  like  them  and 
arrange  to  have  them  carry  on  their  business  here. 
But  for  this  man  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Company,  there  would  be  no  line  of  steamers  here. 

I  am  in  favor  of  developing  our  business  resources 
and  facilities  in  every  way  possible^ust  as  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  and  J.  P.  Squire  &  Co. 
have  d(me.  1  want  to  see  skilled  indubtries  here, 
to  see  business  created.  You  make  this  vast  out- 
lay involved  in  this  scheme,  and  you  throw  a  wet 
blanket  upon  trade;  you  discourage  the  very  thiny; 
you  ought  to  encourage.  We  want  the  cheapest  and 
promptest  methwd  of  handling  merchandise.  That 
is  the  policy  of  Boston,  and  she  must  study  it.  New 
York  has  advantages  which  we  have  not,  and  never 
!^hall  have.  Another  thing:  newspaper  ariicles 
and  talk  of  what  the  great  Boston  is  to  be 
—the  great  city  of  the  future,  our  immense 
growth,  etc. — will  never  produce  it  in  the  world, 
and  you  and  I  will  never  see  photographed 
that  you  would  think  of  by  some  of  these  article.-. 
I  believe  in  Boston's  growth.  1  believ(!  she  is  grow- 
ing, but  her  growth  is  to  be  after  the  Boston  style, 
it  IS  to  be  slow  and  steady.  We  never  can  talk  up 
a  ;Lreat  citv.  Our  sister  city  of  Portland  has  tried 
that.  Before  and  after  the  fire,  citizens  of  Portland 
displayed  an  amount  of  determination  and  energy 
that  was  exceedingly  commendable,  but  if  it  had 
been  bestowed  differently  it  would  have  received  the 
success  that  it  deserved.  If  you  will  read  the  arti- 
cles in  the  newspapers  you  will  find  that  they  had  a 
large  city  in  prospect;  they  felt  sure  they  were  to 
realize  it,  but  it  did  n't  come.  And  today  Portland 
is  suffering  from  that  very  talk  and  those  newspaper 
articles.  They  undertook  lo  be  what  they 
never  could  be.  What  is  the  result?  Portland  today 
ha-<  a  valuation  as  high  as  ours  and  i"  paying  a  tax  of 
.|25  to  the  thousand.  Does  that  look  like  inviting 
business  men  there.  Portland,  directly  after  the 
fire,  built  a  large  number  of  warehouses  and  they  are 
not  occupied  today.  Some .  of  them  brinj;  not  more 
than  three  or  four  percent,  now.  Portland  is  trying 
to  bring  within  her  borders  skilled  industries.  You 
don't  see  Portland  men  talking  as  they  did  three  or 
four  years  ago.  As  a  city  we  do  not  require  thic 
public  park  this  year,  nor  the  next,  nor  in  the  next 
live  years.  The  masses  are  better  off  in  Boston  than 
in  any  other  city  in  this  country ;  they  can  go  into  the 
country:  our  suburbs  are  reached  easily:  they  are 
delightful.  Because  New  Y'ork  and  Brooklyn  have 
parks  is  no  reason  why  Boston  should  have  one.  New 
York  must  have  a  parli  because  her  citizens  have  no 
place  to  go  to.  I  have  a  brother  residing  in  Brook- 
lyn, and  he  took  me  to  ride  one  day.  It  was  four  or 
five  miles  over  the  pavements  before  we  got  out  into 
the  open  country.  Chicago  needs  a  park,  too,  but 
Boston  does  n't.  A  number  of  citizens  have  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  to  me  against  this  scheme,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  consideration.  They  are  men 
who  have  done  a  great  deal  for  Boston  and  are  doing 
it  today.  They  are  thepioneers  in  building,  and  I 
have  a  letter  from  one  gentleman,  who  is 
second  to  no  gentleman  in  this  city  for  his 
foresightedness  and  bold  action  in  reference  to  build- 
ing warehouses  in  this  city.  He  stands  at  the  head 
of  his  business  and  has  had  as  much  to  do  as  any 
other  man  in  Boston  with  bringing  about  the  state  of 
things  that  exist.    He  says — 

"The  people  of  Boston  do  not  want  a  park.  The 
pressure  comes  entirely  from  persons  that  will  be 
benefited  by  the  expenditure." 

I  don't  misstate  it.  The  merchants  are  not  in  favor 
of  it — no  merchant  that  I  have  talked  with  is  in 
favor  of  it.  They  don't  want  to  be  burdened 
with  it.  The  burden  will  be  felt  more  this  year 
than  before,  The  expenses  of  business  have  in- 
creased immensely.  They  can't  be  continued  on 
the  present  scale.  There  are  not  tenants  for  the 
stores  that  are  going  up  today,  and  the  i)anic 
is  n't  the  only  cause  of  it.  You  can't  lease 
buildings  within  tvventy  or  twenty-five  per  cent,  of 
what  you  could  have  done  eight  months  ago.  I  speak 
advisedly  on  that  subject.  The  argument  has  been 
used  that  this  is  a  good  investment.  A  gentleman 
'old  me  that  this  thing  originated  with  him;  he  told 
me  that  it  would  p;iy  for  itself  in  ten  years.  1 
did  n't    discnss    it  with    him,  but  there  is  no  truth  in 


It.  It  IS  a  fallacy.  Why,  the  taxes,  at  the  rate  of  the 
present  year,  levied  upon  West  Roxbury,  Dorchester 
and  Brighten  Would  not  raise  a  sum  exceeding  the 
interest  on  the  sinking  fund  for  the  park  expendit- 
ure. Suppose  your  park  is  dropped  in  Brookline; 
just  figure  up  what  an  amount  of  increased  valuation 
you  niust  have  for  the  taxes  that  will  come  in  here 
to  equal  the  expenditure.  If  you  take  your  slate 
and  pencil  you  will  find  that  the  increase  of  val- 
uation by  this  tiling  is  a  perfect  fallacy.  You  will 
never  have  any  relief  for  your  treasury  by  reason  of 
that  valuation.  Not  that  the  lands  in  the  vicinity 
may  not  increase  in  value.  You  will  not  have  rich 
men  going  out  there  to  take  up  their  residences. 
They  have  fine  residences  all  about  here.  You  can't 
have  the  facilities  which  they  require.  Wealthy  fam- 
ilies like  to  be  in  the  city  in  the  winter  where  they 
can  avail  themselves  of  city  privileges.  I  now  refer 
fo  the  rate  of  valuation.  In  Boston  proper  it  is  as 
high,  if  not  higher,  than  any  other  city  in  the  coun- 
try and  it  is  where  it  cannot  be  kept.  The  rate  of 
valuation  must  recede  the  coming  year.  The  asses- 
sors will  tell  you  that.  The  community  is  not  in  a 
condition  to  take  up  such  an  additional  debt.  These 
large  town  debts  are  a  serious  thing.  Even  the  Gov- 
ernmeni  of  the  United  States  is  suffering  from  the 
same  thing.  Our  course  is  to  trim  the  expenses, 
therefore  I  will  close  by  saying  that  the  business 
interests  of  the  city  should  ha*e  our  first  attention. 
There  are  many  things  necessary  to  be  done.  I  say. 
do  them  first.  Then  you  have  a  basis  for  prosperity 
and  growth.  Then  if  it  is  clearly  shown  that  you 
must  have  a  park,  why,  let  it  he  done.  Talk  about 
the  expense  of  land— that  is  a  very  small  part,  be- 
cause the  great  expense  is  in  the  embellishment  of 
the  parks — in  what  you  will  create  upon  the  land  and 
not  in  the  land  itself.  But  you  will  find  that  the  cost 
of  the  land  will  be  enormous — for  when  it  is  known 
that  this  thing  is  to  be  done,  a  great  deal  of  cheap  land 
wont  be  found  by  the  city.  Gentleinen,  you  make  no 
mistake  if  you  indefinitely  postpone  this  whole  thing. 

It  is  worth  while  to  bequeath  to  the  Government 
following  us  ideas  which  have  reference  to  a  reason- 
able and  moderate  rate  of  taxation.  Therefore,  I 
leave  the  question,  and  that  is  all  I  have  to  say  about 
it.  I  am  clear  in  what  I  have  said,  and  I  move  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  whole  subject. 

Alderman  Clark — Mr.  Chairman,  this  subject  has 
been  discussed  so  very  much  that  I  don't  propose  to 
say  anything  but  a  very  few  words  this  evening. 
This  whole  argument  of  the  Alderman  has  been  gone 
over  before,  and  no  new  ideas  have  been  developed 
that  I  can  perceive.  The  order  introduced  as  a  substi- 
tute is  very  simple.  It  asKs  the  right  of  the  Legislature 
to  take  land  for  the  purposes  of  a  park  whenever  the 
citizens  of  Boston  think  fit  to  do  sc.  It  does  n't 
contemplate  the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar  for 
years  to  come,  perhaps.  This  gloomy  view  of  the 
tremendous  condition  of  the  city  is  one  which  I  can- 
not entertain  for  a  single  moment.  If  I  believed  as 
he  does— that  we  are  going  to  ruin  so  rapidly— I 
would  follow  the  lead  of  many  of  these  heavy  tax- 
payers and  take  myself  into  the  country,  and  spend 
the  remainder  of  my  days  thei'e.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  believe  that  the  business  of  the  city  is  retrograd- 
ing; but  I  do  believe  it  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  will 
increase  solidly,  and  will  d«  so  in  years  to  come. 
The  reason  why  the  taxes  in  New  York  are  less 
than  in  Boston  is  that  New  York  is  a 
much  larger  city,  and  it  becomes  us  to 
da  what  we  can  to  increase  the  business  of  the 
city.  I  for  one  contend  that  it  is  our  duty  to  com- 
mence within  a  very  short  time  to  make  preparation* 
for  laying  out  a  series  of  parks  to  accommodate  the 
requirements  of  the  people.  The  longer  we  delay  it 
the  more  it  will  cost.  As  a  sample  of  the  advance  in 
land  in  the  suburbs  by  improvements,  there  is  a 
place  which  I  was  offered  three  years  ago  for  some- 
thing like  four  cents  a  foot  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres;  an  estimate  of  the  laying  out  of  the  streets 
would  make  it  seven  cents  a  foot.  That  land  is  now 
sellrag  at  twenty-five  or  thirty  cents  a  foot.  And 
that  is  only  a  fair  sample  of  what  we  will 
have  in  case  a  park  is  laid  out.  If  the  city 
retain  a  hundred  acres  of  land  it  will  pay  for 
itself  in  the  increase  in  valuation.  The  Al- 
derman has  alluded  to  the  fact  that  we  are  an  insig- 
nificant city,  inasmuch  as  we  have  but  one  line  of 
steamers  plying  between  here  and  Europe.  1  regret 
it  as  much  as  he  does,  and  had  measures  been  taken 
years  ago  to  increase  our  railroad  facilities  we  should 
have  had  steamers  coming  here  every  day  instead  of 
once  a  week.  I  don't  believe  that  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Company  should  have  credit  for  more 
than  they  have  done.  They  have  done  just  what  they 
were  compelled  to  do.  It  has  been  the  fear  of  the 
Boston,  Hartford  ife  Erie  and  the  boring  of  Hoosac 
Mountain  that  has  made  them  do  what  thej  have. 
They  have  granted  to  Boston   such   facilities  as  they 
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could  n't  help  granting.  Now  we  want  an- 
other elevator.  The  Lowell  Railroad  proposes 
to  build  it.  It  will  cost  a  hundred  thout^and 
dollars.  They  are  in  debt;  but  is  that  any  reason 
why  they  should  n't  go  on  and  improve  their  facili- 
ties because  they  owe  a  larger  amount  of  money  than 
they  did  forty  years  ago?  In  regard  to  losing  t^ose 
great  taxpayers  whether  or  no,  have  these  improve- 
ments depreciated  the  real  estate  of  those  wh<» 
move  out  of  the  city  to  avoid  taxation?  I  think 
these  expenditures  have  added  from  ten  to  twenty 
per  cent,  to  the  value  of  these  gentlemen's  real  es- 
tate. It  may  be  that  their  personal  property  has 
t-hrunk  some  during  the  past  year.  Their  invest- 
ments in  stocks  have  shrunk,  but  real  estate  in  Bos- 
ton has  increased  by  these  judicious  improvements. 
I  trust  that  the  substitute  order  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authoiity  to 
take  land  for  a  public  park  will  pass,  and  that  we 
shall  also  prefer  a  request  to  the  Legislature  to  pass 
an  act  requiring  citizens  to  pay  their  taxes  where  they 
reside  during  the  greatest  number  of  months  in  the 
year.  In  my  opinion  the  Mayor  ought  to  petition  for 
such  a  thing  this  year.  There  are  no  doubt  a  great 
raanjr  people  who  oppose  at  the  present  time  the  ex- 
penditure of  any  money  for  a  public  park.  But  I 
think  you  will  find  that  the  greater  portion  of  these 
remonstrants  are  persons  who  live  here  and  pay  their 
taxes  out  of  the  city.  I  have  been  more  fortunate 
than  the  Alderman  in  meeting  persons  in  favor  of  a 
park.  I  have  hardly  met  an  enterprising  business 
man  who  will  oppose  it,  and  the  majority  are  in 
favor  of  it.  The  opposition  comes  principally  from 
Dersons  who  own  magnificent  residences  in  the  neigh 
borhood,  and  have  moved  out  of  the  city  to  avoid 
paying  taxes  here,  or  from  some  cause  that  has  not 
been  fully  explained.  I  think  the  business  of  Boston 
will  compare  very  favorably  with  the  business  of 
New  York.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the 
merchants  of  Boston  have  done  a  better  business 
than  those  of  New  York.  I  believe  that  the  credit 
of  the  mercantile  community — the  dry-goods  trade, 
for  instance— stands  fully  as  well  as  the  credit  of 
New  York  merchants,  and  I  believe, .  from  what  I 
know,  that  there  has  been  more  business  done  here 
than  in  New  York.  The  jobbing,  dry-goods  and  other 
departments  of  trade  stand  on  a  better  foundation 
than  in  New  York.  We  need  to  take  this  step  be- 
cause there  is  no  question  but  within  the  next  few 
years  real  estate  within  a  circuit  of  five  miles  of 
Boston  will  be  double  in  value.  If  we  obtain  this 
right  from  the  Legislature  we  shall  be  prepared 
whenever  the  opportunity  offers  to  obtain 
1  md  at  a  low  rate  and  at  such  a  price  as 
may  be  established  by  a  commission  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  I  trust  we  shall  not  indefinitely 
postpone  this  movement  but  shall  take  such  action 
as  will  initiate  it.  I  hope  to  see  a  park  that  will 
eclipse  Central  Park,  and  i  hope  the  order  asking  for 
the  right  to  take  land  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Power^When  this  question  first  came 
before  this  Government,  I  did  not  think  it  was  good 
policy  to  launch  out  into  any  luxuries  while 
we  had  so  many  needed  improvements  that 
must  be  carried  out.  At  that  time  I  thonght 
of  the  two  evils  it  would  be  best  to  choose 
the  least.  I  thought  at  that  time  I  might  favor  the 
going  to  the  Legislature  to  get  power  to  take  land  if 
we  wanted  it,  but  I  don't  believe  any  member  of  this 
present  Government  believes  that  it  will  be  for  the 
interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  purchase  land  or 
take  any  steps  for  the  laying  out  of  a  park  in  the 
coming," and  therefore  I  do  n't  see  why  we  should  pass 
this  order  to  get  the  power  to  take  land.  As  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Highland  District  has  remarked,  we 
all  know  the  pressure  that  will  be  brought  upon  us 
to  make  a  beginning,  by  persons  having  large  tracts 
of  vacant  land  to  sell.  Considering  the  city's 
financial  condition  at  present,  I  do  n't  think  I  could 
vote  to  put  the  city's  foot  into  such  an  expensive 
luxury  at  present.  Therefore  I  shall  vote  for  in- 
definite postponement. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  desire  to  state  to  the  Board 
in  a  brief  manner,  the  reason  why  I  shall  vote  iir 
favor  of  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  action 
on  the  matter  of  a  public  park.  While  I  agree  entire- 
ly with  Alderman  Clark  in  his  opinion  of  the  certain 
><rowth  and  prosperity  of  our  city,  I  think  the  City 
( 'onncil  should  well  examine  the  present  and  pros- 
pective financial  condition  of  the  city  before  enter- 
ing upon  a  project  of  this  magnitude.  It  will  be  re- 
membered, Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  October  last  an 
order  was  passed,  directing  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  to  furnish  information  to  the  City  Council  re- 
lating to  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  from  Mystic 
Pond,  and  also  the  condition  of  the  present  conduit 
from  Lake  Cochituate.  The  Water  Board,  desiring 
that  the  investigation  should  be  most  thoronsrh,  se- 
ciMi'd  1  he  services  of    wo  of  the   ablest   engineers  in 


this  country — Mr.  James  Kirkwood  of  Brooklyn,  and 
Mr.  James  B.  Francis  of  Lowell.  The  report  of  the-'e 
engineers  has  just  been  submitted  to  the  Water  Board 
-and  will  soon  be  laid  before  the  City  Council  for  their 
action.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  it 
became  my  duty  to  carefully  read  this  report,  and  I 
must  say  that  the  conclusions  of  the  engineers,  which 
correspond  almost  precisely  with  those  of  our  own 
able  City  Engineer,  are  startling,  and  bring  before  us 
at  once  lor  consideration  the  important  questi<m  of  a 
supply  of  pure  water.  The  results  of  the  examina- 
tions made  by  these  eminent  engineers  are  briefly 
■  and  substantially  these:  At  present  there  is  little  or 
no  water  to  spare  from  the  Mystic  Pond;  by  the 
building  of  two  storage  reservoirs  at  or  near  Mystic 
Pond,  requiring  two  years'  time  and  an  estimated 
expense  of  one  million  four  hundred  and  eight  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  (1,408.546).  a 
temporary  addition  to  our  water  supply  could  be 
obtained,  but  no  permanent  addition  could  be 
secured,  as  the  population  of  the  district  now  depend- 
ing upon  that  pond  for  water  will  be  likely  to 
increase  during  the  next  twenty  years  so  as  to  re- 
quire all  the  water  to  be  had  from  that  source.  To 
remove  the  objections  which  have  been  urged 
against  the  purity  of  Mystic  water,  the  engineers 
suggest  a  sewer  from  the  Woburn  tanneries  to  a 
point  below  the  dam  of  Mystic  Pond,  and  estimate 
the  cost  of  the  same  at  $264,000.  With  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  Cochituate  conduit,  the  en- 
gineers say  that  it  is  overtaxed,  and  shows  signs  of 
weakness  and  yielding,  and  the  quantity  of  water 
forced  through  it  must  be  reduced,  and  a  portion  re- 
built. These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  some  of  the  reiiults 
arrived  at  by  competent  engineers — men  like  our  own 
engineer,  who  stand  at  the  head  of  their  profession 
in  this  country.  The  City  Council  will,  I  think, 
unanimously  agree,  (1)  that  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  shall  be  authorized  to  commence  work  at  once 
all  along  the  line  of  the  new  conduit  from  Sudbury 
Kiver;  (2)  to  provide  the  means  for  vigorously  prose- 
,  cuting  the  worK  until  its  completion.  To  do  thi< 
will  require  an  appropriation  next  year  of,  say  three 
millions  of  dollars,  i  id  the  same  atnount  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  two  mih/bns  the  next,  or  in  1876,  when 
it  18  thought  the  new  conduit  could  be  completed. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  while  I  should  like  to  have  a 
public  park  in  the  vicinity  of  our  city  in  which  our 
people  would  all  take  pride.  I  am  of  the  opinion  it  is 
our  duty  first  to  provide  an  abundant  supply  of  pure 
water,  which  will  do  more  to  secure  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  our  people  and  develop  the  industries 
of  the  city  than  any  park,  however  beautiful. 

I  agree  with  Aldermen  Hulbert  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  guard  with  care  the  credit  of  the  city,  and  I  thank 
him  lor  bringing  this  matter  so  forcibly  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council  and  to  every  citizen  interest- 
ed in  the  welfare  of  our  municipality. 

I  cannot  vote  in  favor  of  the  park  scheme  while  so 
many  other  large  appropriaitions  are  necessary  to  be 
made  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  our  citizens. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  heartily  agree  with  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlan.d  District.  It  is 
well  known  that  large  institutions  are  to  be  built  by 
the  State,  and  forty  per  cent,  of  the  cost  must  come 
out  of  Boston.  There  is  a  new  Court  House  needed, 
which  will  cost  a  couple  of  millions.  We  have  work 
of  necessity  to  do  that  should  be  done  first.  We 
have  parks  enough  now.  We  have  steamers  running 
to  the  seashore,  where  groves  have  been  laid  out  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  peop'e.  People  can  go  in 
any  direction.  These  works  o*  necessity  demand 
our  attention  first,  without  going  into  luxurious  ar- 
ticles. I  shall  therofore  vote  in  favor  of  this  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Alderman  Clark- 1  oil  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  hope  to  have  the  honor  of  recordins  my 
vote  in  favor  of  this  important  measure.  1  am  verV 
much  surprised  to  see  Aloermen  who  have  favored 
this  measure  backing  down  at  this  point. 

Alderman  Gaffield— After  what  the  gentleman  has 
said  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject, which 
will  take  but  a  few  minutes. 

Alderman  Clark— I  made  no  allusion  to  the  gentle- 
man. 

Alderman  Gaffleld— I  hope  some  time  to  see  a  pub- 
lic park  or  series  of  parks,  with  a  fine  avenue  or  bou- 
levard connecting  them.  What  have  we  now?  All 
that  nature  in  its  most  beautiful  aspects,  all  that  art 
with  its  skill  and  taste,  all  that  wealth  with  its  pro- 
fusion can  do  to  make  the  landscape  charming  has 
been  done  in  the  pleasant  farms  and  country  seats 
with  which  our  suburban  avenues  are  lined.  These 
I  know  cannot  always  be  preserved  in  their  beauty. 
The  growth  of  the  city  and  the  consequent  increase 
in  the  value  of  land  will  interfere  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  the.te  great  private  gardens,  groves  and 
parks  which  now  afford  such  charming  drives  in 
every  direction.     To  preserve  srtme  of  these  in' park 
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reservations  is  what  should  some  time  be  done.  But 
let  it  be  at  the  right  time.  The  right  time  might  have 
been  before  the  great  fire.  The  right  time  is  not  to- 
day, because  the  great  fire  has  entailed  on  us  an  in- 
crease of  debt  to  the  amount  of  several  millions  for 
really  necessary  improvements  in  the  widening  and 
paying  of  our  streets,  and  in  awakening  us  to  a  sense 
of  our  need  of  a  more  suflBcient  water  supply,  to 
meet  Which  we  must  spend  millions  more.  A  park 
is  not  a  luxury  merely,  but  with  our  modern  ideas  it 
is  a  necessity  in  every  great  city,  and  especially  in 
such  a  city  as  we  expect  and  desire  Boston  to  be. 
We  wish  Boston  to  be  not  only  preeminent  for  busi- 
ness facilities,  but  to  shine  in  all  the  walks  of  liter- 
ature, science  and  art;  to  have  its  preeminent  library, 
its  Museum  of  Art,  its  schools  of  science  and 
its  Institute  of  Technology  and  its  parks.  But  we 
must  not  make  haste  too  fast  and  lose  what  is  of 
more  value  than  the  wealth  of  the  Indies,  and  all  at- 
tainments in  literature,  science  or  art— I  mean  our 
good  name  and  credit  throughout  the  world:  We 
must  be  progressive,  but  not  rash;  radical,  and  yet 
conservative;  far-reaching  and  liberal  in  our  views, 
and  yet  not  reckless  in  our  improvements  and  ex- 
penditures. More  men  have  failed  in  business  from 
being  too  fast  and  too  careless  than  from  over-cau- 
tion and  prudence.  Just  so  is  it  with  cities  and 
towns.  If  we  should  do  all  that  we  are  asked  to  do 
today,  we  might  spend  millions  upon  millions,  and  if 
we  had  the  money,  it  could  be  well  spent.  But 
cities,  like  individuals,  must  wait  until  their  ex- 
chequer shall  warrant  their  expenditures  before  they 
can  gratify  all  their  wishes  and  accomplish  all  that 
ihey  desire.  We  visit  Europe  and  are  charmed  with 
their  museums  of  art,  their  overflowing  libraries, 
their  magnificent  parks,  and  greenhouses  filled  with 
the  trees,  flowers,  and  the  animals  of  every  clime; 
and  we  return-  to  America  with  the  thought  and  re- 
solve that  Boston,  New  York  and  the  other  cities  of 
our  land  must  vie  with  these  cities  of  the  Old  World 
—that  the  young  city  of  the  Puritans,  two  centu- 
ries of  age,  shall  shine  like  the  old  London  founded 
by  the  Romans  a  thousand  years  or  more  ago.  Sir, 
I  know  the  enterprise,  the  pluck,  the  energy  of  my 
native  city,  never  displayed  more  nobly  than  in  the 
manner  of  its  rising  after  our  recent  calamity.  But 
proud  as  I  am  justly  of  what  she  has  done  in  the  past, 
let  us  not  lose  our  position  and  characteristic 
integrity,  prudence  and  economy,  without  which 
all  enterprise  and  thrift  will  come  to  naught.  What 
we  need  now  is  to  pause  and  think  where  we  are,  what 
of  public  improvements  we  have  got  to  do  necessa- 
rily, and  what  can  be  properly  postponed. 

Meantime, we  have  our  Fresh  Pond,  Jamaica  Pond, 
our  beautiful  reservoirs  and  the  surrounding  avenues 
m  Brookline,  our  rural  cemeteries,  unsurpassed  in 
beauty,  and  all  the  loveliness  which  clothes  the  hills 
and  valleys  of  our  suburban  towns  and  cities.  In 
due  time  we  can  have  our  own  park  or  parks,  our 
collections  of  trees  and  flowers,  of  birds,  fishes  and 
animals,  and  all  those  attractions  which  give  such  a 
charm  to  Regent's  Park  in  London  and  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne  in  Paris.  But  let  us  wait  until  we  have 
grown  a  little  older,  and  have  earned  the  privilege  of 
enjoying  the  luxury.  The  prudent  husband  and 
man  of  business  does  not  move  into  a  brown-stone 
front  when  he  knows  he  can  only  afford  to  live  in 
an  humble  cottage.  He  makes  the  most  of  his  humble 
home  and  his  plain  furniture,  his  homespun  clothing, 
pays  his  debts  and  his  notes,  and  in  due  time 
achieves  honorable  success  and  independence;  while 
his  reckless  neighbor,  living  in  his  palatial  residence, 
driving  his  fast  span  and  bedecked  in  broadcloth  and 
diamonds, — whom  some  weak  men  and  women  think 
must  be  rich  because  he  lives  so  lavishly,— comes 
down  with  a  crash  and  is  reduced  to  penury  at  the 
first  approach  of  a  storm  in  the  financial  world.  Let 
Boston  not  fear  to  pause  for  a  season,  even  if  it  be 
but  for  a  short  one,  until  this  storm  is  over,  before  she 
launches  forth  into  an  ocean  of  debt  in  whose  depths 
she  may  founder.  She  has  withstood  every  storm  as 
yet,  and  she  can  weather  all  that  lie  before  her  if  she 
has  good  men  at  the  helm  and  wheel.  We  want  men 
who  have  the  courage  to  go  forward  in  times  of  ne- 
cessity, and  spend  and  be  spent  in  her  service.  And 
we  want  men  who  shall  have  the  courage— equally  as 
great,  and  sometimes  more  needed — to  hold  back 
and  stop  any  stream  of  expenditure  which  may  lead 
her  astray.  Such  men  we  nave  in  the  present  Board, 
and  the  voice  of  one  has  been  heard  In  tones  which 
will  long  be  remembered  here  and  outside  of  this 
hall,  and  which  makes  us  all  regret  that  the  city  will 
not  be  blessed  by  his  advice  and  counsel  the  coming 
year.  We  have  men  and  always  have  had  and  always 
shall  have  men  enough  who  can  cry,  "Go  ahead,"  and 
would  lead  ne  into  untold  expenditure  and  uncount- 
ed debts.  But  we  have  also  had,  and  God  grant  we 
always  may  have,  as  we  shall  always  need,  men  whose 
motto  shall  be,  "'Stop  and  think,"  who  can  put  the 


brakes  on  the  locomotive  energy  and  sometimes 
thoughtlessness  of  our  younger  and  more  inexpe- 
rienced men. 

We  need  young  men  of  action,  and  we  need  men 
of  experience  and  thought,  and  our  citizens  and  there 
oflicers  should  seek  such  men,  and  when  such  men 
are  sought  and  solicited  to  take  these  places  of  trust 
and  honor,  they  should  hot  shirk  the  responsibility, 
but  should  cheerfully  do  their  share  of  public 
duty  ,  and  work.  God  save  the  city  wnen  it 
shall  be  otherwise,  and  when  iiublic  oflicers 
shall  be  bought  and  sold,  like  sheep  in  the 
shambles.  And  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  we  do  our 
part  today  in  holding  back  our  enthusiastic  friends 
who  are  pushing  this  park  question  at  an  inoupor- 
tune  time,  and  ask  them  to  wait  till  a  more  conven- 
ient season.  I  am  a  friend  to  the  plan  of  having 
parks,  and  once  thought  that  the  passing  of  the  order 
before  us  might  do  no  harm  to  the  city  or  to  the  proj- 
ect. But  a  sober  second  thought,  stimulated  by  the 
truthful  and  refreshing  words  of  the  gentleman  from 
tMe  Highlands,  has  convinced  me  that  any  action  on 
the  subject  at  present  would  injure  the  good  credit 
ol  the  city,  would  displease  our  fellow  citizens,  and 
would  raise  up  more  enemies  than  friends  to  the  ulti- 
mate success  of  the  project.  Let  us  show  prudence  to- 
day, and  tomorrow  we  shall  be  in  better  condition  to 
accomplish  our  most  cherished  plans.  I  understand 
that  such  a  pause  and  delay  in  thin  matter  is  inter- 
preted by  some  as  a  proof,  and  made  some  to  fear 
that  Boston  is  going  to  stand  still  in  the  march  of 
improvement.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  that  we  love 
Ciesar  less,  but  Rome  more.  It  is  not  that  we  think 
less  of  the  park,  but  more  of  the  good  name  and  fame 
of  our  city,  that  we  advocate  a  postponement  of  the 
order  before  us.  No  shrewd  merchant  will  think 
worse  of  a  debtor  who  comes  before  him  and  tells 
just  how  he  stands,  and  th^t  he  intends  for  a  season 
to  buy  only  what  he  actually  needs.  And  so  no  wise 
or  shrewd  foreign  banker  but  will  think  better  of 
Boston  for  having  the  courage  to  tell  the  world  what 
she  owes,  and  that  she  does  not  mean  to  incur 
any  further  debt  for  the  luxury  of  a 
park  until  other  and  necessary  ^wants  are 
supplied.  "Good  for  wants"  is  the  happy  record  made 
in  the  mercantile  agency  of  many  a  merchant  who 
could  not  be  trusted  if  he  went  into  overtrading, 
speculation  and  extravagant  livin?. 

And  so  our  good  old  city  will  at  home  and  abroad 
always  be  set  down  in  the  books  of  every  banker  as 
"good  for  wants."  But  let  her  inaugurate  today— in 
view  of  her  present  liabilities — a  new  series  of  ex- 
penditures for  boulevards  and  public  parks,  and  you 
would  see  a  new  note  in  the  banker's  book,  "She  has 
too  many  irons  in  the  fire." 

Let  us,  then,  while  we  wish  success  at  the  proper 
time  to  all  proper  plans  for  th*  embellishment  of  our 
city  and  for  the  happiness  and  pleasure  of  our  peo- 
ple, wait  a  little  before  we  start  on  a  project  which 
will  add  millions  to  our  debt.  The  path  of  prudence 
and  economy  followed  today  will  surely  lead  to  suc- 
cess and  prosperity  for  generations  to  come. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  n't  know  but  what  the  gen- 
tleman referred  to  me  when  he  talks  about  backing 
down.  I  wish  the  gentleman  opposite  to  understand 
that  I  am  not  one  of  the  kind  that  backs  down.  I 
have  been  opposed  to  this  order  ever  since  it  came 
here,  and  I  think  almost  every  gentleman  here  is  op- 
posed to  it  in  the  shape  that  it  came  here.  I  am  in 
favor  of  having  all  the  luxuries  that  can  be  had,  and 
I  favor  Boston  having  a  good  park  when  she  can 
afford  to  have  it,  but  not  till  then.  When  the  origi- 
nal order  came  before  this  Board,  fearing  its  passage,  I 
intimated  that  I  might  favor  the  substitute.  There  are 
various  reasons  wny  we  should  n't  enter  into  this 
plan  now.  Here  are  Newton,  Cambridge,  Hyde 
Park  and  Chelsea  talking  about  annexation,  and  "we 
whould  wait  till  that  is  decided.  But  whether  annex- 
ation takes  place  or  not  it  is  n't  best  to  go  to  the  Leg- 
islature this  winter.  We  all  agree  that  it  is  n't  the 
best  policy  to  undertake  the  scheme  now.  I  agree 
that  we  need  a  park  here,  but  none  who  clearly  un- 
derstand the  question  will  say  that  the  reasons  are 
nearly  as  good  as  those  for  New  York.  The  gentle- 
man from  the  Highland  District  has  truly  said  the 
increase  of  real  estate  there  has  been  on  account  of 
the  increase  of  population.  They  have  got  but  one 
direction  to  go;  they  must  all  push  Central  Park 
way.  But  we  must  have  a  park  sometime,  but  we 
should  not  have  it  until  we  need  it  more  and  can  bet- 
ter afford  it. 

Alderman  Emery— When  this  subject  came  from 
the  other  branch  there  seemed  to  be  quite  an  unanimi- 
ty of  feeling  that  the  committee  contemplated  in 
that  order  ought  not  to  be  appointed.  I  conversed 
with  several  gentlemen  about  the  thing,  and  they 
thought  the  same.  They  thought  that  this  substi- 
tute would  place  it  so  that  if  matters  were  satisfac- 
tory we  might  at  some    future   time   enter  upon  it. 
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The  views  of  the  gentlemen  seem  to  have  changed. 
The  arguments  presented  have  been  able  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  but  they  have  no  application 
to  this  substitute  that  I  can  see,  but  to  the  original 
order  they  are  applicable.  The  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands  are  only  a  reproduc- 
tion of  what  was  given  us  some  time  ago.  They 
have  been  merely  reiterated.  They  are  all  sound, 
perhaps,  hue  I  do  n't  see  how  they  are  applicable  to 
the  substitute  as  proposed. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  felt  just  as  the  Alderman  did. 
I  was  afraid  of  that  committee,  so  I  thought  it  would 
be  best  to  put  off  the  whole  matter;  but  if  we  could 
get  clear  of  it  a  year  at  least,  that  would  be  something 
gained. 

Alderman  Clark  —  The  best  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  is  that  we  must;  have  a 
park,  and  have  got  to  have  ote,  and  in  the  face 
of  that  assertion  he  favors  putting  it  off  another 
year,  till  land  doubles  in  West  Roxbnry  and 
Brighton,  as  it  has  done.  If  we  are  prepared  Ut 
have  Boston  fenced  in,  we  don't  want  any  steps  taken 
for  a  park,  I  know  the  conscience  of  the  gentleman 
tells  him  he  is  in  favor  of  a  park,  and  a  majority  of 
his  fellow:citizens  ar-  iu  favor  of  it.  Why  is  it  that 
we  are  spending  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  for 
water?  It  is  because  we  are  growing.  This  money 
we  spend  for  water  is  a  good  investment,  upon  which 
we  get  a  good  interest. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  has  got  to  be  paid  for. 

Alderman  Clark— There  is  no  doubt  about  that,  but 
we  will  create  a  fund  to  pay  it.  We  want  the  city  to 
grow,  so  that  we  can  have  a  larger  population  to 
divide  these  taxes  among.  I  believe  I  shall  vote 
for  as  judicious  a  measure  as  I  have  favored  since 
my  connection  with  the  City  Governrhent,  wlien 
I  vote  for  the  initiation  of  the  measure  of  a  public 
park. 

Alderman  Gaffleld— The  citizens  of  Boston  would 
like  to  see  a  park,  but  those  who  go  against  the 
measure  at  this  time  feel  that  the  first  step  is  one 
that  will  lead  to  a  second  and  a  third.  I  think  notn- 
ing  of  a  debt  of  five  or  six  millions,  but  I  do  think 
something  of  the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Aide-man  Stebbins— The  Alderman  who  introduced 
this  substitute  savs  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
has  no  application  to  this  matter.  I  say  it  does.  We 
all  know  that  it  means  business.  Real  estate  specu- 
lators are  at  the  bottom  of  this  whole  thing.  I  be- 
lieve in  a  public  park.  Perhaps  I  am  one  pt  those 
who  backed  down,  but  I  never  gave  any  assurance  to 
the  Alderman  in  regard  to  the  order.  I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  speeches  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  They  are 
worthy  of  attention.  They  ought  to  set  every  gen- 
tleman to  thinking  where  the  money  is  to  come 
from,  and  I  can  arrive  at  no  conclusion 
save  that  coming  from  the  Alderman— from  the 
Highlands.  We  must  in  the  next  year  provide  for  a 
water  supply  and,  perhaps,  a  courthouse,  and  the 
city  has  given  notice  that  it  will  take  possession  of 
the  entire  Northampton-street  District.  Then  there, 
is  the  proposed  Swett-street  extension,  to  cost  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Taking  all  the  im- 
provements that  will  be  made,  the  expenses  that  will 
necessarily  be  incurred,  I  say  the  whole  thing  should 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  board  voted  to  postpone  the  whole  subject. 
Yeas  9,  naj^s  3,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Cutter,  Gaffield, 
Gibson,  Hnlbert,  Power,  Sayward,  Stebbins,  9. 

Nays — Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Quincy,  3. 

THE   SOUP  QUESTION  AGAIN. 

Alderman  Stebbins  — The  state  of  the  case  on 
the  soup  (question  is  about  this— everything  we 
have  done  is  declared  illegal,  and  has  been  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  and  various  objections  have  been 
made  to  the  City  Council  appropi  iating  money  in  any 
form.  I  think  I  have  drawn  an  order  which  will  re-' 
move  any  objections,  as  it  does  not  authorize  any  ex- 
penditure of  the  city's  money.    It  is  as  followa: 

Ordered,  That  the  chief-of -police  be  authorized  to 
invite  contributions  from  the  public  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  from  the  several  station  houses 
soup  or  other  meals  to  the  poor,  especially 
those  having  no  legal  claim  upon  the  charities 
disbursed  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

I  offer  this  order  hoping  that  it  may  pass,  and  that 
the  Chief -of -Police  may  feel  authorized  to  invite  con- 
tributions, and  that  he  may  provide  soup  this  winter 
as  he  did  last  winter.  In  this  connection,  I  will  sim- 
ply show  what  the  work  of  the  Police  Department 
has  been  in  this  respect.  They  furnished  8541  meals 
to  the  poor  at  a  cost  of  $4708,  which  is  five  and  a 
third  cents  for  each  meal.  Certainly  it  is  a  very 
cheap  provision  for  the  poor.  Now  that  the  City- 
Solicitor  tells  us  it  is  illegal  to  appropriate  money, 
it  is  proper  to  say  to  the  Chief-ofPolice  that  he  may 


invite  contributions.  In  looking  over  the  report,  I 
find  that  every  care  was  taken  by  the  officers  to  prevent 
any  one  receiving  soup  who  was  not  entitled  to  it.  The 
only  objection  which  can  be  offered  is,  to  changing 
the  method  of  dealing  out  charity.  When  this  com- 
munication came  from  the  Board  of  Overseers  I 
sympathized  with  the  view  taken  by  his  honor  the 
mayor,  but  so  many  cases  of  siiffering  have  come  to 
my  notice  that  I  am  in  favor  of  some  action  of  this 
kind. 

Alderman  Clark— If  you  apply  to  the  citizens  at 
large  for  contributions,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
same  as  saying  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  will 
not  attend  to  their  duty,  and  it  has  become 
necessary  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  go  begging 
for  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  to  furnish  soup 
with  which  to  keep  the  poor  from  starving.  If  the 
other  is  a  censure  upon  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  so 
is  this.  I  have  voted  for  the  furnishing  of  the  soup 
for  the  poor  by  the  city,  and  shall  vote  that  way  to- 
night. I  don't  think  it  necessary  for  the  city  to  hang 
out  signs  at  the  corners  of  the  streets  for  contribu- 
tions for  helping  the  poor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  have  tried  in  every  way 
to  have  an  order  of  this  kind  to  furnish  soup,  and 
tonight,  after  coming  first  in  one  form  and  then  in 
another,  it  disappears  through  a  motion  to  indefinite- 
ly postpone,  the  City -Solicitor  liaving  decided  that  it 
is  illegal. 

This  order  provides  that  the  Chief-of-Police  may 
furnish  just  the  charity  needed  by  such  people. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading,  by  a  rising 
vote— 2  for,  9  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  reconsider,  that  the 
order  might  be  indefinitely  postponed.    Carried. 

Alderman  Gaffield— I  move  to  indefinitely  postpone 
the  order,  and  I  do  it  because  we  have  many  charita- 
ble societies  wh®  will  help  those  poos  people  who  are 
not  helped  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Those 
societies  help  thousands,  and  if  our  citizens 
give  money,  they  should  give  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  city  is  districted,  and  to  each  dis- 
trict there  is  a  visitor.  I  have  been  a  visitor  myself 
for  twelve  years.  The  whole  city  is  districted  by  the 
Boston  Provide.  \Society,  and  every  case  of  want 
can  be  investigated  by  one,  two,  three  or  half  a  dozen 
individuals.  Let  citizens  help  our  charitable  socie- 
ties. There  is  no  necessity  for  this  method  of  dis- 
tributing charity  in  Boston,  No  county  or  city  takes 
care  of  its  poor  so  well  as  we  do  in  Boston.  They 
come  from  every  part  of  the  Commonwealth  because 
we  do  so  much  to  assist  them. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION   IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  report  of  the' 
directors  of  public  institutions,  relative  to  religious 
instruction  to  the  inmates  of  the  institutions,  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  report  be  recom- 
mitted to  said  (directors  with  instructions  to  furnish 
their  reasons  to  the  City  Council  on  or  before  the 
29rh  mst.  for  not  permitting  the  inmates  of  the  insti- 
tutions to  receive  religious  instruction  from  teachers 
in  whom  they  have  faith.    Carried. 

THE   SOUP  FINALLY  POSTPONED. 

Alderman  Sayward  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  soup  be  furnished  to  the  poor  of 
the  city  of  Boston  by  the  Committee  on  Police,  dur- 
ing the  months  of  January  and  February,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $3000;  the  same  to  be  charged 
lo  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  5  for,  4 
against. 

The  question  was  on  passing  the  order. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Alderman  Say  ward— I  hope  it  will  not  be  postponed. 
This  seems  to  be  a  summary  way  of  disposing  of 
matters.  I  desire  to  record  my  vote  for  soup.  I 
voted  to  postpone  the  order  because  I  would  n't  vote 
to  instruct  another  party  to  do  an  illegal  thing,  which 
I  would  n't  do  myself.  I  move  the  question  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  order  will  pass.  It 
IS  the  order  that  has  passed  here  for  several  years, 
and  I  presiime  it  would  have  been  passed  this  year 
vvere  it  not  for  the  shape  in  which  it  reached  us  from 
the  other  branch,  and  for  the  object  for  which  many 
suspected  it  was  put  in.  I  presume  if  it  had  origi- 
nated as  it  always  has  it  would  have  gone  through 
here  just  as  it  always  has.  As  I  stated  before,  the 
dispensation  of  soup  under  proper  restrictions  at  the 
police  stations,  has,  I  know,  done  a  great  deal  of 
good,  and  it  can  be  made  to  do  a  great  deal  more. 
The  evils  that  some  say  exist  can  be  done  away  with. 

Alderman  Gaflield— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
pays  that  this  has  always  been  done.  It  has  only 
been  done  a  few  years.    I  have  asked  the  captains  at 
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the  police  stations,  and  with  hardly  au  exception  they 
said  it  was  a  nuisance;  that  it  isn't  a  thins;  to  be 
brought  into  the  police  stations.  Police  work  is  one 
thing  and  the  work  of  charity  is  another. 

Aldeiman  Power — It  seems  to  me  that  if  anything 
should  enter  into  our  police  stations  it  is  charity.  I 
pretend  to  say  that  gentlemen  who  oppose  this  are 
not  as  familiar  with  this  subject  as  I  am.  My  lot  has 
been  cast  witli  the  poor.  I  am  one  of  them 
I  was  not  reared  in  the  lap  of  luxury,  as 
some  gentlemen  were,  and  my  close  con- 
nection with  the  poor  gives  me  a  better 
knowledge  of  their  wants  than  the  gentlemen  who 
oppose  this  order.  I  have  the  highest  respect  for 
Rev.  E.  B.  Hale,  but  I  pretend  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
men in  the  Cliarity  Bureau  have  not  the  means  of 
knowing  the  wants  of  those  people  that  I  have.  1 
am  connected  with  some  charitable  societies  myself 
and  I  know  that  poor  people  suffer  while  an  investi- 
gation of  their  case  is  made.  This  is  to  meet  cases 
that  no  one  but  the  police  can  get  at.  Many  people 
who  are  ashamed  to  make  their  wants  known  or  go 
ro  the  Charity  Bureau  for  assistance,  have  been 
helped  from  this  source.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass, 
for  it  is  more  needed  this  year  than  during  any  win- 
ter when  the  soup  has  been  dispensed. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thus 
far  voted  in  tavor  of  every  order  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  soup  to  the  poor,  which  had  the  least 
semblanceof  legality  or  propriety;  but  we  have  now 
come  to  a  point  where,  to  borrow  an  expression  from 
the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands,  "we  cannot  afford 
any  nonsense."  Mayor  Pierce,  in  a  communication 
to  "the  City  Council  relating  to  the  propriety  of  fur- 
nishing soup  to  the  poor  of  the  city,  stated  that  Mr. 
Healy,  the  City  Solicitor,  had  given  as  his  opinion 
that  the  practice  heretofore  pursued  by  the  city  in 
expending  money  from  the  Police  appropriation  for 
free  soup,  was  entirely  illegal.  In  the  face  of  this 
decision  of  the  Solicitor,  members  of  this  board  urge 
that  we  pass  this  illegal  order,  when  they  know  that 
the  decision  is  binding  upon  the  City  Treasurer,  the 
Auditor  and  every  member  of  the  (jovernment,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  or- 
der, anxious  as  I  am  for  the  Police  Department  to 
aid  the  poor  of  the  citjr. 

Alderman  Clark — This  order,  I  understand,  is  the 
same  we  have  passed  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
I  have  voted  for  it  every  year  since  I  have  been  in 
this  Board,  and  1  am  ready  to  vote  for  it  now.  I  don't 
believe  in  technicalities.  Gentlemen  voted  right  in 
the  face  of  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  for  open- 
ing the  Public  Library  on  Sunday.  I  say  we  can  do 
good  with  the  kettles  at  the  police  stations,  with  this 
soup  at  three  or  four  cents  a  quart.  It  is 
the  best  which  we  can  give.  No  one  knows 
better  than  the  police  who  are  the  worthy  pooi .  I 
hope  this  Board  will  pass  the  order,  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Alderman  GafBeld  —  Our  forefathers  would  n't  . 
drink  tea  because  they  had  to  pay  a  small  amount  of 
I  ax.  It  was  principle  for  which  the3r  fought.  I  say 
it  is  a  wrong  way  to  distribute  chanty.  Policemen 
do  a  great  deal  of  good,  but  I  know  they  would  like 
to  be  relieved  of  this  duty.  But  I  speak  of  it  as  a 
mattei  of  principle,  as  the  opinion  of  exnerte,  as  the 
views  of  the  overseers  and  visitors  of  the  poor. 

Alderman  Gibson  in  the  chair.] 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  charity  and  is  ready  to  do 
more;  but  1  venture  to  say  that  if  you  take  your  po- 
sition at  any  court  where  many  poor  families  live, 
you  wont  see  a::y  visitor  going  in  there.  You  will 
See  children  who  are  not  clad  well  enough  to  go  to  . 
his  house  and  tell  him  about  their  wants.  But  those 
children  will  go  down  to  the  gtation  houses  and  get  a 
quart  of  soup,  and  I  tell  you  it  does  lots  of  good. 
Charity  given  in  that  way  is  bene5cial.  These  col- 
porteurs are  well  dressed  and  they  are  very  careful  to 
whom  they  go  and  to  whom  they  give  their  charities. 
I  have  lived  near  station  houses  and  have  seea  how 
it  works.  It  is  n't  well  for  this  Board  to  talk  longer 
about  soup,  which  costs  only  three  and  a  half  cents 
a  quart. 

Alderman  Gaffl eld— I  make  no  boast  of  my  charita- 
ble doings,  sir;  not  at  all.  But  I  will  say,  sir,  that  I 
have  visited  the  cases  of  all  classes,  and  none  are  so 
poor  but  they  can  come  to  my  door  to  make  applica- 
tion, and  none  are  too  poor  to  come  and  have  their 
cases  investigated.  I  was  not  born  with  a  silver 
spoon  in  mv  mouth.  The  poor  we  always  have  with 
us.  I  propose  to  do  my  duty  by  the  poor,  only  I  do 
it  in  what  I  consider  the  best  way. 

Alderman  Power— Almost  all  the  gentlemen  in  this 
Board  must  know  that  there  are  many  people  in  Bos- 
ton who  are  suffering  who  are  too  proud  to  have  nil 


the  secrets  of  their  families  exposed  to  public  gaze. 
Such  must  be  the  case  before  they  receive  one  cent 
from  the  'charitable  organizations  of  this  city.  We 
all  know,  too,  that  many  people  will  suffer  while  an 
investigation  Is  going  on.  If  there  has  been  any 
fault  the  police  can  be  instructed  to  correct  it,  so  that 
no  unworthy  person  can  obtain  it.  The  police  are 
familiar  with  the  people  living  in  their  vicinity.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  will  not  be  illegal  to  give  the 
soup  to  persons  who  have  a  settlement  here. 

Alderman  Hulbert— This  is  getting  into  a  shape 
that  it  should  not.  The  City  Solicitor  says  you  can  t 
doit.  Now,  what  am  I  to  do?  The  question  about 
the  method  of  dispensing  charity  is  irrelevant.  I 
cannot  vote  for  this  order  because  the  City  Solicitor 
says  I  have  no  right  to  do  so.  This  discussion  of  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  a  system  of  charity  is  wholly 
uncalled  for. 

Alderman  Sayward— This  isn't  a  time  to  talk  about 
who  is  charitable  and  who  is  not  charitable.  The 
gentleman  says  we  came  here  to  do  our  duty.  It  is 
time  this  thing  were  done,  and  done  quickly.  I  hope 
we  will  vote  for  soup  for  the  poor. 

Alderman  Hulbert- 1  have  a  right  to  take  money 
from  my  own  pocket  and  give  it  to  the  poor,  but  the 
City  Soliciter  says  I  cannot  vote  the  money  of  the 
people  for  that  purpose. 

[Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair.] 

Alderman  Gibson— This  is  a  thing  we  have  n't  any- 
thing to  do  with,  and  I  am  surprised  to  see  the  chaii- 
man  of  the  Board  come  down  here  and  advocate  the 
voting  of  money  that  we  have  n't  any  right  to  vote. 
This  order  has  no  business  here.  We  might  just  as 
well  undertake  to  build  a  private  railroad.  I  am  will- 
ing to  help  the  poor,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  violate 
mv  oath  to  do  so. 

[Alderman  GafHeld  in  the  chair.] 

Alderman  Cutter — I  think  if  you  will  turn  to  the 
records  you  will  see  that  this  order  has  been  passed 
for  years,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has  voted 
for  it  for  three  years.  One  year  he  put  the  order  in. 
In  the  absence  of  law,  custom  is  just  as  good.  It  has 
been  the  custom  of  this  Board  to  do  it,  and  take  it 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  Police.  Now,  if  this  is 
illegal,  let  the  City  Solicitor,  or  anybody  tliat  sees 
fit,  adjust  its  legality  to  it.  I  have  voted  for  it,  and  I 
snail  keep  voting  for  it. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  whether  he  was  n't  chair- 
man of  the  Police  Committee  in  1871,  when  he  ap- 
proved the  bills  of  the  Police  Department. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  vote  in  favor  of  opening 
the  Public  Library  reading  room  Sunday  afternoon 
bears  no  comparison  to  an  aflSrmative  vote  in  favor 
of  this  order.  In  the  case  of  the  library,  Solicitor 
Healy  said,  substantially,  that"  unless  it  was  a  work 
of  charity  or  necessity  the  library  could  not  be  legal- 
ly opened  on  Sundays.  The  City  Council  solved  the 
question  by  saying  in  effect  by  their  vote,  nearly 
unanimously,  that  in  their  opinion,  it  was  both  a 
work  of  charity  and  necessity,  and  Mayor  Pierce 
promptly  indorsed  his  approval  on  the  back  of  the 
order.  I  repeat,  the  vote  of  the  City  Council  in 
favor  of  the  Public  Library  opening  has  nothing  to 
do  with  a  vote  to  take  money  from  the  City  Treasurer 
in  an  illegal  manner. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  n't  this  a  work  of  charity? 

Alderman  Stebbins— Yes  sir,  but  the  City  Solicitor 
has  n't  before  decided  that  it  is  illegal.  Now  that 
the  City  Solicitor  has  given  this  opinion  the  Auditor 
can't  approve  the  bills. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  is  true  that  I  have  voted  ev- 
ery year  for  this  appropriation,  but  it  is  also  true 
that  the  City  Solicitor  has  n't  decided  it  illegal,  so 
that  the  point  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  hasn't 
much  strength.  We  come  here  and  have  taken  our 
oath  to  administer  a  certain  line  of  policy,  and  how 
can  we  vote  to  pay  out  money  that  is  illegal? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  should  like  to  know  whether 
it  is  n't  just  as  legal  to  furnish  soup  to  the  poor  as  it 
is  to  furnish  It  to  the  members  of  this  Board.  The 
gentleman  has  fully  approved  of  this. 

Alderman  Gibson— That  is  entirely  different.  In 
this  case  the  city  gets  value  received. 

Alderman  Qulncy  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  motion  to 
ndefinitely  postpone  was  carried— Yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brown,  Gaffleld,  Gibson, 
Hulbert,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Power, 
Sayward. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  voted  for  this  motion  al- 
though in  favor  of  giving  the  poor  soup  if  it  can  be 
done  legally. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

DECEMBER    36,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  Common  Council 
was  held  at  7>^  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  papers  received  concurrent  action: 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Reports  from  the  Committee  ou  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  inexpedient  to  take  action 
in  relation  to  amending  the  Building  law  to  provide 
for  the  laying  of  fire-proof  floors;  no  action  necessa- 
ry on  petition  of  Joseph  Marshall  for  leave  to  en- 
large his  wooden  building  at  327  Chelsea  street;  not 
advisable  to  extend  building  limits  so  as  to  include 
Wards?  and  12;  no  action  necessary  for  taking  of 
measures  to  so  place  the  water  pipes  in  buildings  as 
to  prevent  the  water  from  freezing.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  request  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$11,650;  and  recommending  the  reference  of  said  re- 
quest to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Report  accept- 
ed and  reference  ordered. 

Report  and  orders  thanking  Hon,  Henry  L.Pierce 
for  his  donation  to  the  Public  Library,  and  approv- 
ing the  action  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
in  the  matter.    Report  accepted  and  orders  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  additional  accommodations  to 
be  provided  for  the  Heath-street  Primary  School. 
Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  1.5. 

Report  and  order  for  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  provided  for  the  primary  scholars  in  the  Gibson 
School  District.  Report  accepted  and  order  read 
once. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  changes  to  be  made 
in  the  Girls'  High  School  building,  to  enable  the  pu- 
pils to  study  photography.  Report  accepted  and  or- 
der read  once. 

RELIGIOtTS   INSTURCTION  IN  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Order  recommitting  the  report  of  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  with  instructions  to  furnish  their 
reasons,  on  or  before  the  29th  instant,  for  not  per- 
mitting the  inmates  of  said  institutions  to  receive 
religious  instruction  from  teachers  in  whom  they 
profess  to  have  faith,  came  down  passed.  The  ques- 
tion was  on  concurrence. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— This  is  a  very  important  mat- 
tor,  Mr.  President;  indeed,  it  is  something  which  af- 
fects the  discipline  of  the  institutions  very  material- 
ly. If  this  order  is  passed  tonight  there  can't  be  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  until  next  Mon- 
day, which  will  give  them  only  an  hour  or  two  in 
which  to  prepare  their  report.  A  report  upon  so  im- 
portant a  topic  should  be  prepared  with  care,  and  I 
don't  know  that  there  is  any  exigency  requiring  im- 
mediate action,  xii  order  that  the  matter  may  receive 
proper  care  I  move  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the 
next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — This  matter,  Mr.  President, 
has  been  before  the  Board  of  Directors  for  at  least 
nine  months.  A  petition  was  sent  to  that  board  at 
least  nine  months  ago,  they  gave  the  parties  a  hear- 
ing, and  they  tell  us  no  reason  why  they  should  n't 
grant  the  petition. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— There  was  a  petition  before 
the  Board  of  Directors,,  but  it  was  not  from  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  was  not  expected  that  they  would 
report  to  this  Government  their  decision  on  that  peti- 
tion. The  directors,  individually,  are  ready  to  re- 
port on  this  matter,  to  this  GovernmenL  at  any  time; 
but  this  is  a  request  for  a  writ  en  report,  and  so  im- 
portant a  report  requires  a  great  deal  of  time.  The 
directors  have  never  made  a  report  on  the  subject. 
Some  Catholic  clergymen  went  before  them  and  peti- 
tioned for  the  privilege  of  holding  services  at  the 
institutions  at  certain  times;  but  no  action_  has  been 
taken  upon  that  petition  and  none  has  been  called. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  the  directors  to  get  up  a 
report  in  the  short  time  allowed  in  this  order.  By 
referring  the  order  to  the  next  City  Council  the  sub- 
.iect  can  receive  the  consideration  it  deserves. 

Mr,  Plynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire,  Mr.  President,  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  if  the  directors  did 
not  make  a  report  on  this  subject,  the  substance  of 
which  was  that  they  were  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions,  and  they  gave  the  Council  to  understand 


that  they  had  the  management  and  charge  of  the  in- 
stitutiong. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  trouble  was  there  was  a 
mistake  made  by  the  Council.  If  the  vote  had  gone 
to  the  directors  as  it  was  intended  by  the  committee 
the  report  asked  for  now  would  have  come.  The 
Council  did  not  ask  for  what  it  wanted  to  know.  A 
certain  question  was  asked  and  the  directors  gave  a 
specific  answer  to  that  question.  It  was  merely 
asked  it  it  was  necessary  to  change  a  rule,  and  the 
directors  merely  answered  that  it  was  n't  necessary 
to  make  tlie  change.  If  the  gentleman  will  read  the 
order  and  the  report  he  will  find  it  so. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  gentleman  who  represents  the  board 
has  given  very  strong  reasons  why  the  matter  should 
not  be  postponed.  He  admits  that  the  directors  are 
ready  and  willing  to  give  the  information. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  said  they  were  ready  indi- 
vidually. 

Mr.  Bean— Well,  individually  they  are  willing  and 
ready  to  give  the  information,  and  if  they  are  ready 
to  vote  upon  the  question  instanter,  they  can  give 
their  reasons.  In  so  plain  and  simple  a  maiter,  Mr. 
President,  as  to  give  their  reasons,  if  there  are 
any;  if  they  have  got  their  minds  made  up,  it 
will  be  no  difficult  thing  to  state  them,  —  to 
give  the  reasons  why  the  inmates  of  these 
public  institutions  should  not  have  teachers  of  their 
own  religious  faith  here  in  Boston,  where  we  can't 
have  a  town  meeting  without  passing  a  resolution  that 
we  were  the  first  to  establish  a  form  of  free  government 
and  without  its  being  the  standing  boast  that  here 
every  one  can  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  conscience.  If  the  members  of  this  Board 
of  Directors  are  prepared  and  ready,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  for  them  to  give  such  a  report.  Now  then  it 
seems  this  subject  has  been  before  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  nine  months;  that  Catholic  clergymen 
have  appeared  before  them  there,  and  yet  during  all 
these  nine  months  nothing  has  been  done.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  if  this  has  been  before  them  for  nine 
months,  it  is  time  something  was  done.  If  the 
City_  Council  has  got  the  supervision  of  these 
institutions,  in  regard  to  a  matter  as  im- 
portant as  this,  I  say  it  is  time  something  was  done, 
and  if  nothing  is  done  we  should  have  the  reasons 
for  not  doing  it  in  a  more  authentic  form— in  a  more 
permanent  shape- than  we  can  get  in  the  statements 
of  the  representative  of  the  board  on  this  floor.  They 
have  had  time  enough  to  consider  it,  and  if  their 
minds  are  made  up,  why  should  n't  they  give  us  their 
reasons,  and  do  it  now?  Something  has  been  said 
about  the  subject  coming  before  the  directors  in  the 
form  of  an  order  asking  if  it  was  necessary  to  change 
the  rules,  and  they  replied  that  it  was  n't.  Did  that 
board  understand  that  the  great  question  of  religious 
toleration  was  before  them  ?  that  why  these  clergymen 
appeared,  before  them  was  not  the  mere  corsideration 
of  a  technical  question  whether  their  rules  should  be 
changed  or  not?  Did  they  understand  that  there  was 
an  application  seeking  to  obtain  for  the  inmates  of 
the  institutions  religious  instruction  from  those  in 
whom  they  believe?  I  trust,  Mr.  President,  the  order 
will  not  be  passed  over,  and  that  the  reasons  will 
be  called  for. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  Mr.  P-esident,  and  go  a  great 
deal  further.  It  is  entirely  wrong  for  this  City  Gov- 
ernment to  ignore  this'question  now  under  consider- 
ation. And  what  is  the  question?  It  is  in  fact  that 
the  inmates  of  the  penal  institutions  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  conscience.  That  is  the  whole  of  it.  Now 
sir,  what  say  this  honorable  board,  who  have  in 
charge  those  institutions?  We  have  here  upon  page 
531,  of  our  reports,  a  document  from  the  president  of 
that  Board  of  Directors.  It  is  to  this  effect.  [  Mr. 
Shaw  read  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  the 
City  Council  on  this  subject.]  Now  sir,  they  deem 
it  expedient  to  prohibit  one  kind  of  religious  in- 
struction; they  have  done  so  and  they  are  doing  it 
today,  and  a  large  class  of  citizens  demand,  as  they 
have  the  right,  that  there  shall  be  another  order  of 
religious  instruction.  But  we,  sir,  in  the  capacity  of 
a  City  Council,  ask  this  honorable  board  why  they 
object  to  it,  and  they  do  not  give  their  reasons— 
hence  this  order  instructing  them,  as  we  have  the 
right  to  do,  to  give  their  reasons.  And  yet  my 
friend  from  Ward  9  wants  to  have  this  matter  pro- 
longed and  put  over  to  another  City  Government.  I 
am  in  favor  of  acting  upon  it  tonight,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  having  the  religious  instruction  re- 
quired by  any  class,  no  matter  what,  who  are 
represented  there.  But,  sir,  there  is  here  a 
persistent  effort,  as  appears  upon  record,  to 
disallow  and  prevent  thai  religious  instruc- 
tion. I  hope  that  this  matter  will  be  acted  upon  here 
tenight;  that  the  discussion  will  not  be  prolonged; 
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that  the  request  of  these  citizens  of  Boston  shall  be 
allowed  and  the  religious  instruction  they  ask  shall 
be  permitted. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  2 — This  matter,  Mr.  President, 
is  so  important,  it  seems  to  me,  that  it  ought  to  be 
acted  upon  here,  this  evening.  It  has  been  said  chat 
the  subject  has  been  before  the  directors  for  nine 
months.  I  notice  that  when  the  vote  was  passed 
in  the  other  branch  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
made  no  objection.  If  it  had  been  too  short  a  time, 
the  chairman  would  have  given  some  reasons  for  de- 
delay. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  should  be  very  happy 
to  vote  for  the  order  for  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
give  us  their  reasons,  and  I  agree  with  what  the  gen- 
tlemen have  said;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  there- 
marks  of  the  gentlemen  have  not- been  upon  the 
question  before  us.  They  have  spoken  upon  the 
question  of  religious  toleration,  and  to  that  I  agree; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  rises  and  asks  that 
they  shall  have  more  time.  He  says  that  the  pres- 
ident of  the  board  cannot  infoim  the  members 
before  Monday;  that  they  cannot  have  a  meeting 
before  then.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says 
we  should  have  an  authentic  statement:  now  to  get 
that  we  ought  to  allow  them  time  enough  to  draw  up 
their  report.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
asked  for  more  time  on  subjects  for  com- 
mittees on  which  he  has  served,  and  this  seems  to  me 
a  question  of  courtesy  and  not  of  religious  toleration. 
It  is  whether  we  shall  give  the  board  more  time  to 
make  their  report.  They  gave  us  their  opinion;  now 
we  ask  for  their  reasons.  If  this  order  can  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  have  them  report  next  week  I  will  vote 
for  it.  But  to  pass  the  order  to  in.struct  them  to  re- 
port next  Monday  does  n't  give  them  suiBcient  time 
to  prepare  a  proper  report. 

■  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  has  already  stated  that  the  directors  have  made  up 
their  minds  individually.  It  will  be  very  easy  for 
them  to  meet  tomorrow,  and  they  will  have  time  tOj 
prepare  it  before  Monday  afternoon. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  very  well 
knows  that  to  give  the  City  Government  what  they 
want  a  report  must  be  written.  The  president  of 
the  board  will  not  be  notified  of  this  order  till  to- 
morrow morning,  and  a  meeting  can't  be  called 
until  Monday.  It  will  take  some  time  to  get  their 
ideas  mto  shape  and  on  paper,  to  have  it  properly 
appear  before  the  City  Council.  They  will  have 
but  two  or  three  hours  at  most.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  have  the  order  read,  so  that  it  will  require 
a^report  to  be  made  here  next  Thursday.  I  think  the 
board  are  willing  to  give  the  City  Council  their  views 
on  the  question,  but  all  they  ask  is  sufficient  time  to 
put  them  into  such  shape  that  they  might  be  printed. 
I  therefore  withdraw  my  motion  to  refer  to  the  next 
City  Council,  and  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
words  "the  29th  instant,"  and  insert  "January  1st." 
•  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— We  have  no  official  informa- 
tion. It  may  be  that  the  Council  can  get  a  report  in. 
two  hours.  That  is  a  good'deal  of  time,  and  a  great 
many  reasons  can  be  given  in  two  hours  if  your 
minds  are  already  made  up.  We  have  got  no  in- 
formation that  the  chairman  of  the  board  has  n't  got 
his  reasons  stated  in  writing  now,  and  all  he  wants 
i8;offlcial  action  for  the  board  to  pass  upon  them.  Of 
course  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  would  n't  say 
80.  If  the  board  knew  they  would  have  to 
comply  they  would  set  about  complying.  What 
then  is  the  true  course  to  adopt?  Take  the 
reasons  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  What 
should  be  done?  Give  the  board  these  instructions 
and  if  they  have  n't  got  time  they  can  say  so,  in  an 
authentic  manner,  but  let  us  not  avoid  coming  to  ac- 
tion upon  it.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  should  lie. 
over,  or  the  time  be  extended.  If  they  can't  make 
the  report  in  that  time  let  them  say  so;  then  we  can 
give  such  further  time  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  employment  of  additional 
clerical  assistance  in  the  office  of  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  at  not  exceeding  $450.  Passed, 
in  concurrence. 

:  Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  J.  A.  &  W.  Bird  &  Co.,  of 
$90  40,  for  paint  furnished  the  Fire-Alarm  Depart- 
ment.   Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  to  Amasa  Bird  $505  50,  for  paints, 
painting,  carting,  etc.,  for  said  department.  Passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Resolve  and  order  from  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  widening  Pearl,  near  Milk  street,  at  an  adjudged 
expense  of  $66,440.  (City  Doc.  No.  133.)  Passed,  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  paving  of  the 
yard  of  the  Vernon-street  Primary  Schoolhouse, 
Washington  District.    Passed. 


Report  and  oraer  authorizing  not  exceeding  .$1200 
to  be  expended  in  repairing  the  armory  of  Company 
D,  First  Battalion  Cavalry,  in  Bacon's  Building,  1839 
Washington  sireet.     Passed— yeas  SB,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  of  $25,000  to  the  aDpropriation  for  Public 
Buildings.     Passed — yeas  43,  nays  0. 

EEPORTS   OF    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  on  so  much  of 
the  Mayor's  address  (referred  to  said  committee)  as 
relates  to  the  removal  of  the  House  of  Correction 
from  South  Boston,  and  the  removal  of  the  House  of 
Reformation  for  Juvenile  Offenders  from  Deer  Island. 
The  committee  say  that  although  they  have  not  re- 
commended to  the  City  Council  any  definite  action 
upon  the  suggestions  of  the  Mayor  with  regard  to 
these  two  institutions,  they  have  prepared  the  way 
for  definite  action  during  the  ensuing  year,  by  the 
selection  of  a  new  location  for  the  Hume  for  the 
Poor.  The  removal  of  the  paupers  from  Deer  Island 
to  an  establishment  on  the  main  land,  is  preliminary 
to -changes  in  the  other  institutions,  which  will  fol- 
low naturally,  and  in  the  order  oi  their  necessities; 
The  committee  therefore  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  reference  ordered. 

REPORTS   AND   ORDERS. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  (i,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Massachusetts  HomcEopathic  Hospital  Corpora- 
tion recommending  the  passage  of  the  accempany- 
ihg  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  he 
directed  to  sell  to  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  Corporation,  the  lot  of  land  on  Concord 
street,  east  of  Harrison  avenue,  as  applied  for  by 
them,  and  containing  25.624  square  feet,  at  one  dol- 
lar per  foot,  upon  the  following  terms  of  sale :  one- 
half  of  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid  in  cash,  the 
balance  in  five  annual  instalments  of  twenty  per 
cent,  each  with  interest  at  seven  per  cent.,  and  also 
upon  condition  that  all  buildings  erected  on  said  land 
are  to  be  used  foi  hospital  purposes. 

The  order  was  passed. 

DIRECTORS   OF   PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11,  the  Council 
reconsidei'Hd  the  motion  referring  the  resignation  of 
Samuel  C  Cobb  of  the  position  of  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Catun,  the  subject  was  referred  to  the 
next  City  Council. 

THE    SOUP   QUESTION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  destitution  among  the 
poor  of  our  city  is  now  prevailing  to  an  unusual  ex- 
tent for  the  season,  and  that  the  efforts  of  this  brancb 
of  the  City  Council  to  aid  in  relieving  that  distress 
have  to  this  date  been  of  no  avail,  the  other  branch 
having  repeatedly  defeated  the  measure,  it  is  hereby 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  adheres  to  its 
previous  and  repeated  declarations,  as  determined  by 
several  almost  unanimous  votes  (the  last  vote  being 
entirely  unanimous)  in  favor  of  furnishing,  in  various 
convenient  localities,  the  ordinary  relief  for  tempo- 
rary suffering  of  persons  not  coming  within  the  letter 
of  the  pauper  laws,  and  in  such  manner  as  it  has  been 
done  by  the  city's  authority  from  1868  to  1873,  inclu- 
sive. 

Resolved,  That  the  fact  that  six  only  of  the  seven- 
ty-six comprising  the  City  Council  stand  up  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  measure  of  relief,  should  assure  the 
good  people  of  Boston  that  the  heart  and  judgment 
of  their  representatives  in  this  City  Council  is  right, 
and  that  only  a  very  small  number  (though  legally 
qualified  to  do  so)  have  defeated  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  think  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  say  a  word  in  advocacy  of  the  passage  of 
that  resolution,  because  I  think  it  speaks  for  itself. 
However,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  a  single  moment  to  the  fact  that  the  statute 
law  of  the  Commonwealth  is  in  my  judgment  entire- 
ly misunderstood  by  the  members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  show  that  that  is  a  fact  I  will  read 
from  the  thirty-first  pa^e  of  the  manual  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  to  this  effect: 

"The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  each  place  shall  also 
relieve,  support  and  employ  all  poor  persons  residing 
or  found  therein,  having  no  lawful  settlement  within 
this  State,  until  their  removal  to  a  State  almshouse, 
and  in  case  of  their  decease  shall  decently  bury 
them,"  etc. 

I  find  also  on  the  thirtieth  page— 

"Said  overseers,  in  their  respective  places  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  immediate  comfort  and  relief  of  all  per- 
sons residing  or  found  therein  having  lawful  settle- 
ments in  other  places,  when  they  fall  into  distress 
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and  stand  in  need  of  immediate  relief,  and  until  they 
are  lemoved  to  the  places  of  their  lawful  settlement," 
etc. 

And  in  section  sixteen,  pa^e  thirty-two,  it  says — 

"Every  city  and  town  shall  be  held  to  pay  any  ex- 
pense necessarily  incurred  for  the  relief  of  a  pauper 
therein  by  any  per.-on  who  is  not  liable  by  law  for  hia 
support,  after  notice  and  request  made,"  etc. 

I  want  ti)  call  the  attentiou  of  the  Council  to  the 
fact  that  by  law  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  this  city  are  compelled  not  only  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  people  who  are  not  residents,  not  haT- 
ing  a  settlement  here,  but  they  are  compelled  by  law 
to  give  them  employment.  Now  I  ask.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, whether  it  is  done  in  a  single  instance  in  the 
city  of  Boston?  Here  is  a  statute  law  printed  in  the 
overseers'  own  manual,  and  here  is  hesitation  to  pro- 
vide relief  for  their  own  citizens  contemplated  in  an 
order  for  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  suffering  poor.  Now,  Mr.  President,  there 
is  "not  only  no  consistency  in  their  acts,  but  a  refusal 
to  comply  with  the  statute  law  of  the  Common- 
wealth. While  I  speak  emphatically.on  this  question, 
believing  that  I  am  right,  I  have  seen  fit  to  ofier  this 
resolution,  which  I  offer  without  disrespect  to  any- 
body, and  have  couched  it  in  such  language  as  will 
place  it  on  the  record  of  the  Council  that  we  stand 
by  the  sentiments  we  have  so  repeatedly  expressed 
here,  that  is,  that  the  seiitimeiil  of  humanity  which 
prevails  in  our  hearts  shall  be  understood  bv  the 
people.  I  hope  that  the  resolution  which  states  this 
fact  will  not  be  ignored,  and  that  it  shall  be  received 
and  adopted  by  unanimous  consent.  I  hope  that  if 
any  gentleman  has  anything  to  say  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  there  enunciated,  he  will  say  it  in 
plain  and  unqualified  terms,  so  that  the  record  will 
be  made  here  and  now,  so  that  if  any  one  makes  any 
objections  to  the  positions  of  that  resolution  he  will 
express  the  sentiment  of  his  heart. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— As  far  as  we  can  gather 
from  -the  meaning  of  the  resolution,  we  resolve  that 
in  our  past  votes,  we  have  done  right,  and  everybody 
opposed  to  us  has  done  wrong.  Now,  while  the 
gentleman  says  he  moans  no  disrespect  foi-  any  one, 
lean  see  disrespect  to  ourselves  in  that  resolution. 
I  think  it  would  be  beneath  my  dignity  to  resolve  that 
the  votes  I  had  cast  are  right,  and  that  all  opposed  to 
them  were  wrong.  I  can  see  that  it  would  be  in  bad 
taste  to  pass  any  such  resolution.  More  than  that 
if  it  is  necessary  to  take  such  action  upon  votes  in  re 
gard  to  the  distribution  of  soup  for  the  poor,  then 
resolutions  are  necessary  in  many  other  matters  in 
which  we  differ  with  the  other  branch.  If  the  ma- 
jority are  to  pass  votes  that  they  are  right,  we  can 
occupy  our  time  in  that  way  for  a  week.  Let  our 
votes  stand,  and  let  the  community  judge  between 
us. 

The  President — The  Chair  feels  bound  to  say  that 
there  is  something  in  the  resolution  which  seems  to 
reflect  a  little  upon  the  action  of  the  other  branch, 
which  it  is  entirely  unparliamentary  to  do.  Each 
branch  of  the  City  Council  is  independent  of  the 
other.  The  two  branches  are  coordinate:  each  has 
the  right  to  independent  action,  and  it  is  unparlia- 
mentary for  one  branch  to  criticise  the  action  of  the 
other.  The  Chair  dses  not  think  fit  to  rule  the  reso- 
lution out  of  order,  but  he  thinks  there  is  something 
m  jt  disrespectful  to  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  I  stated,  sir.  in  the  out- 
set, I  intended  no  disrespect  to  anybody.  I  certainly 
did  not  intend  any  disrespect.  I  stated  the  facts  as 
a  matter  of  history,  and  read  them  as  a  matter  of  rec- 
ord, as  it  is  my  right,  in  my  humble  opinion,  as  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  to  rise  in  my  place 
when  a  question  that  has  been  so  prominent  before 
the  public  mind  is  in  any  sense  of  the  word  under 
consideration  by  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  therefore  to  state  the  history  of  the  matter  up  to 
the  present  time.  I  have  carefully  drawn  that 
resolution,  Mr.  President.  It  is  no  hurried  or 
hasty  action;  it  is  drawn  with  entire  respect 
to  every  member  of  the  City  Council.  It  is 
meant  in  its  terms  to  be  plain  and  distinct; 
it  is  an  unqualified  statement  of  fact,  gainsay  it  who 
may;  it  is  the  record  made  here  and  for  all  time. 
Hence  I  have  seen  fit  to  refer  to  it  in  a  proper  and  a 
parliamentary  way.  I  Introduce  it,  sir,  as  a  resolu- 
tion, that  it  may  go  upon  the  records  of  this  body. 
It  is  not  intended  to  go  outside  of  this  room,  but  it 
does  seem  to  me,  with  the  little  parliamentary  expe- 
rience I  have  had,  to  be  proper  in  this  place.  It  is  aa 
expression  of  the  sentiment  of  this  body,  as  unani- 
mously expressed  at  the  last  meeting,  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  as  you  have  well  ruled,  Mr.  President, 
that  it  is  in  order,  but  at  the  same  time,  I  shall  not 
cavil  at  any  modification,  if  any  gentleman  shall  see 
fit  to  offer  an  amendment  which  is  plain  and  will 
express  the  sentiment  which  I  hold,  and  as  1  be- 
lieve  a    majority   here   entertain.    It   is   a   matter 


worthy  of  consideration.  It  is  a  matter  for  every 
gentleman  here  to  rise  in  his  place  and  discuss.  It  is 
a  matter  of  principle  with  me,  and  I  have  n't  any 
doubt  that  it  is  so  with  the  gentlemen  who  sit  around 
me;  and  I  shall  hope  if  any  gentleman  see  fit  to  move 
an  amendment  or  modification,  he  will  do  so,  that 
the  matter  may  be  considered  by  the  body  person- 
ally. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
got  business  of  more  importance  than  this  to  attend 
to;  and  furthermore,  as  I  consider  that  we  shall  be 
wanting  in  self-respect  if  we  pass  that  resolution,  I 
move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  resolution. 
I  agree  with  the  criticisms  upon  it  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9.  I  don't  see  that  the  resolution  adds 
at  all  to  the  strength  of  the  position  of  this  body. 
I  should  not  deem  it  necessary  for  myself  to  vote 
that  I  adhere  to  my  former  opinions  upon  a  subject 
that  I  thought  at  that  time  were  right;  that  I  recognize 
the  fact  that  I  was  acting  conscientiously.  I  regret 
very  much  that  the  provision  for  soup  for  the  poor 
was  not  passed.  I  see  in  every  effort  that  was  made 
to  oppose  it,  a  strong  reason  in  its  favor.  I  have  not 
seen,  Mr.  President,  a  single  argument  bearing 
against  the  established  policy  of  distributing  soup  at 
the  police  stations.  I  have  seen  statements  made 
with  great  apparent  confidence,  that  were  made  as 
if  calculated  to  put  the  subject  forever  at  rest;  and 
yet  those  statements,  which  were  made  on  thatjside 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  subject  forever  at 
rest,  so  that  anybody  who  afterwards  presumed 
to  speak  in  favor  of  soup  distribution  at  the 
police  stations  would  be  regarded  as  foolish,  to  my 
mind  have  been  the  strongest  arguments 
in  favor  of  it.  I  noticed  a  statement  in  the 
communication  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
that  when  a  person  took  the  slightest  relief 
from  the  public  that  very  moment  the  posi- 
tion of  that  individual  towards  society  was 
changed,  and  that  very  moment  you  must  con- 
sider him  as  an  outlaw.  I  do  not  consider  that  the 
more  fortunate  of  the  community  have  the  right  to 
say  that  the  poor  and  unfortunate  have  their  posi- 
tions towards  society  changed  simply  because  they 
are  poor.  So  far  as  my  position  is  concerned,  I  trust 
that  I  shall  adhere  to  that  sentiment,  and  having 
voted  and  expressed  myself  in  that  direction,  I 
should  not  consider  it  parliamentary  to  vote  over 
and  over  again  that  I  was  right.  There  was  another 
argument  made  by  Eev.  E.  E.  Hale,  in  a  letter  to  a 
gentleman  in  the  other  branch,  wherein  he  stated 
that  he  had  taken  special  pains,  by  means  of  ten  stu- 
dents for  the  ministry,  to  ascertain  the  names  and 
residences  of  the  persons  who  applied  for  soup,  and 
it  could  not  be  found  where  they  stayed  or  where 
they  lived,  and  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  find 
anybody  of  the  poor  of  his  own  parish  who  would 
•wn  to  having  received  any  relief  from  soup,  be- 
cause they  considered  it  disgraceful,  and  it  had  never 
been  done  except  in  one  instance,  when  he  sent  a 
woman  himself  to  get  thesoup.  Now,  while  he  was 
undertaking  to  show  that  it  was  unne"essary  that 
soup  should  be  distributed  because  in  his  parish 
everybody  was  cared  for,  he  discloses  one  significant 
fact,  which  is  that  there  are  people  in  this  community 
—hundreds  and  I  don't  know  but  thousands— who 
will  go  where  soup  is  distributed,  sneaking  into  the 
police  stations,  giving  false  names  simply  and  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  meal  of  four  or  five  or 
SIX  cents'  value,  but  are  actually  ashamed  of 
their  poverty,  ashamed  to  acknowledge  their 
condition,  though  they  go  to  the  soup  house  to  get 
soiip.  That  there  are  cases  of  destitution  which  he 
could  not  find,  that  there  are  people  in  his  society 
tnat  he  could  not  ferret  out,  is  made  distinctly  man- 
ifest. In  other  words,  the  necessity  of  this  relief  is 
made  more  manifest  by  this  attempt  to  prove  that  it 
is  unnecessary  than  by  any  argument  stated  or 
brought  forth  on  the  other  side.  Therefore,  I  regret 
very  much  that  this  institution  for  relief  should  not 
be  established;  but,  notwithstanding  that,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  I  wish 
he  would  be  good  enough  to  withdraw  it.  He  doesn't 
add  to  his  position  by  it;  the  Council  will  not  add  to 
its  position  by  expressing  its  opinion  over  and  over 
again. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  introduced  this  resolution 
for  two  purposes;  one  of  which  was  to  state  the  fact 
which  I  have  stated  and  which  has  been  denied  about 
City  Hall,  and  that  is  that  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  are  compelled  to  employ  anybody  found 
destitute  in  the  city.  I  have  now  made  my  record 
upon  it,  and  as  my  friend  from  Ward  12  has  said  that 
it  is  unnecessary',  and  as  other  gentlemen  have  ex- 
pressed opposition  to  it,  and  with  the  understanding 
of  the  case,  I  now  withdraw  the  resolution. 
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The  President— If  there  is  uo  objection,  t^he  reso- 
lution IS  withdrawn. 

ORDEES. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  award  the  contract  for 
removing  house  ofl'al  from  East  Boston  for  the  term 
ofthree'years  from  January  1,  1874,  to  the  lowest 
bidder  who  shall  give  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  the 
city,  said  work  to  be  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Board  of  Health. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
authorized  to  prepare,  or  cause  to  be  prepared,  an 
index  to  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  during 
the  current  year, and  have  the  same  printed  and  bound 
with  the  copies  of  said  proceedings  furnished  to 
members  of  the  City  Council  and  city  ofticials;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Committee  ou  Print- 
ing. 

Passed 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9— 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  be  instructed  to  procure  and  submit  to 
the  next  City  Council,  as  early  as  practicable,  plans 
and  estimates  for  the  construction  of  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm,  recently  purchased  for  that 
purpose  by  the  city;  and  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is 
hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  appropriation 
heretofore  made  for  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor  at 
Deer  Island,  a  sufficient  sum  of  money_  to  pay  the 
expense  of  procuring  said  plans  and  estimates. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  and  the  order  put  upon 
its  passage,  it  was  lost— yeas  41,  nays  1,  two-thirds 
of  the  Council  not  voting  in  favor.  The  vote  was  re- 
considered, on  motion  of  Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7,  and 
the  order  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6 — 

Ordered,  That  the  following  bills  for  extra  ser- 
vices performed  by  officers  in  the  employ  of  the  City 
Government  be  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  provided  they  are  approved  in  the  usual 
manner:  John  S.  Cook,  $25;  S.  B.  Heustis,  $16. 

Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pickering. 

ANNEXATION   OF   BEOOKLINE. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, being  the  report  and  order  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  favor  any  peti- 
tion, by  inhabitants  of  Brookline,  for  such  a  change 
of  boundary  as  shall  bring  the  main  conduits  ana 
lines  of  connection  between  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Boston  Water  Works  within  the  citv  limits;  and  the 
report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  to  annex  so  much  of  Brookline  to  Boston  as  lies 
north  of  the  southerly  line  of  Brighton  avenue,  with 
such  other  lands  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
form  a  suitable  connection  between  Brighton  and  the 
old  portion  of  the  city. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  first  order  named 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  had  previously  withdrawn  his  minority  re- 
port. The  last  report  of  the  committee  is  supple- 
mentary. At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  there 
was  some  doubt  expressed  by  members  as  to  what 
citizens  of  Brookline  asked  for,  and  to  make  to  make 
everything  plain  a  map  had  been  brought,  showing 
the  proposed  line  which  the  petitioners  propose  to 
make. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  understand  this  mat- 
ter now  under  consideration,  Mr.  President,  it  is 
that  the  report  and  order  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  to  favor  any  peti- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  Brookline  for  such  change  of 
boundary  as  shall  bring  the  main  conduits  and  lines 
of  connection  between  the  reservoirs  of  the  Boston 
Water  Works  within  the  city  limits.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  I  have  had  some  experience  in  legislation, 
and  I  must  say  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  request, 
that  the  City  Council  shall  favor  any  petition— no 
matter  what  it  is,  who  it  comes  from,  and  upon  what 
conditions— "any  petition"  of  inhabitants  of  Brook- 
line for  a  change  of  boundary.  Now  there  may  be 
forty  different  clans  and  cliques,  and  to  my  certain 
knowledge  there  are  half  a  dozen  now  in  Brookline, 
who  have  diflerent  views  and  ideas  in  regard  to  this 
question  of  annexation  of  that  territory  to  Boston. 
Now,  here  is  a  sweeping  clause,  that  we  are  called  up- 
on to  pledge  ourselves  to  vote  in  favor  of  any  petition. 
Well,  suppose  there  are  half  a  dozen  petitions  Sup- 
pose there  are  but  two;  we  place  ourselves  on  record 
as  favoring  "any  petition,"  and  to  be  consistent,  it 
eeems  to  me  we  have  got  to  favor  both  of  them.  The 
report  does  n't  advance  any  particular  line  or  propo- 
sition. Now,  sir,  the  proposed  line  may  run  directly 
through  Beacon  street  to  the  reservoir;  it  may  run 


partially  through  Beacon  street  and  then  diverge  to 
the  reservoir,  as  some  parties  have  got  it ;  and,  as  a  map 
I  have  seen  portraying  it,  it  may  diverge  from  Beacon 
street  toward  the  south,  and  then  run  into  Boylston 
stieet.  Now,  I  was  told  that  the  line  which  is  pro- 
posed here  is  not  that  line,  and  I  was  also  told  by  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  who 
heard  those  petitioners,  that  he  never  agreed  to  any 
such  proposition  as  that  which  is  now  before  us.  He 
never  signed  the  report,  and  never  agreed  to  any  such 
proposition.  Well,  as  I  said  at  the  last  moeting,  we  are 
now  on  the  heels  of  this  City  Government.  One  week 
more  and  we  shall  be  dead,  so  far  as  this  City  Council 
is  concerned.  Nowl  ask  why  we  should  be  called  upon 
to  instruct  our  legislative  committee  of  three  honor- 
able gentlemen  to  go  before  the  Legislature— these 
gentlemen  going  out  of  office  on  the  last  day  of  this 
year— and  favor  "any  petition"  of  citizens  of 
Brookline  for  the  annexation  to  Boston  of  such  terri- 
tory in  that  town  as  shall  contain  certain  water 
pipes.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  what  I  have  said 
before,  and  every  mail  of  common  sense  knows  that 
strictly  upon  this  order  half  a  dozen  sets  of  petitions 
may  come  before  the  Legislature,  and  we  will  be 
called  upon  to  favor  any  of  them.  That  is 
the  language.  I  say  it  is— I  don't  know  what 
to  call  it— it  is  one  of  those  things  which  never  was 
contemplated  by  any  legislative  body.  It  was  said 
we  are  asked  to  confine  ourselves  to  one  reasonable 
proposition;  we  could  accept  it  or  vote  it  down,  as 
we  saw  fit.  But  even  then  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  un- 
called for.  We  are  called  upon  to  place  upon  record 
a  statement  and  vote  that  we  favor  the  petition  of 
any  citizen  of  Brookline  to  do  a  certain  thing,  or  to 
do  what  I  shall  call  voting  for  an  uncertain  thing. 
If  the  gentleman  who  got  up  this  order  would  state 
the  boundary,  and  through  what  streets  it  proceeds, 
that  would  give  us  some  light.  I  find  uo  line  defined; 
I  find  nothing  that  we  can  act  upon  as  intelligent 
people  and  lean  see  bo  necessity  for  any  action 
whatever.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— There  are  two  propositions 
assigned,  the  one  now  before  us,  and  the  ether, 
which  would  perhaps  have  presented  the  situations 
of  the  question  before  the  Council  in  better  shape. 
As  is  well  known,  the  city  of  Boston  is  now  divided 
into  two  parts  by  the  town  of  Brookline.  This  sec- 
ond order  provides  for  the  annexation  to  Boston  if  so 
much  of  Brookline  as  lies  north  of  southerly  line  of 
Brighton  avenue,  with  such  other  lands  as  may  be 
necessary  or  proper  to  form  a  suitable  connection 
between  Brighton  and  the  old  portion  of  the  city.. 
That  is  a  well-defined  order  providing  for  a  well- 
defined  way,  which  is  the  smallest  that  will  possibly 
answer.  The  situation  is  such  that  here  is  a  street 
running  along  tide  water,  and  the  order  asks 
that  that  street  and  all  between  it  and 
tide  water  be  annexed,  which  is  the  smallest 
that  the  city  could  make.  And  even  that  provides 
for  the  annexation  of  such  other  lines  as  might 
be  necessary  to  give  suitable  connecticm  between 
Brighton  and  the  old  portion  of  the  city.  That  is 
somothing  which  the  city  of  Boston,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  has  a  right  to  claim.  This  first  order  is  another 
thing.  It  is  n't  so  important,  so  essential,  so  neces- 
sary, for  us  that  this  order  should  pass  as  the,  one  to 
which  I  refer,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee 
didn't  consider  that  it  was  so  essential  or  neces- 
sary. But  we  did  see  no  reason  whatever  why 
it  shouldn't  pass;  we  didn't  see  any  objection  to 
it,  and  I  can't  see  any  objection.  The  city  of 
Boston  had  already,  by  a  large  majority,  voted 
in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Brookline.  I  was 
not  an  annexationist.  I  would  rather  each 
municipality  be  separate  and  distinct,  having  a 
local  government  for  small  matters,  and  some  central 
board  to  take  care  of  matters  in  common,  such  as 
sewers  and  streets.  But  that  has  passed,  and  Brigh- 
ton being  annexed,  makes  it  necessary  that  a  part  of 
Brookline  should  be  annexed.  The  people  residing 
in  that  section  where  the  reservoirs  and  the  Boston 
Water  Works  are  located,  have  come  and  asked  that 
that  section  be  annexed.  Now,  then,  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  for-  the  City  of  Boston  to  have  that  prop- 
erty, in  the  present  state  of  the  annexation  question. 
The  committee  are  inclined  to  favor  that  proposition, 
and  therefore  when  these  citizens  came  and  said  this 
second  order  would  practically  shut  them  out,  the 
committee  said  it  was  no  part  of  their  intention  to 
narrow  the  question.  Therefore  they  reported 
this  first  order.  It  proposes  to  annex  tliat  part  of 
Brookline  in  which  the  city  property  is  located.  The 
city  of  Boston  don't  take  the  initiative  in  this.  Cer- 
tainly, I  don't  understand  that  this  order  means  that 
the  present  Committee  on  Leszislative  Matters  shall 
live  over  through  next  year,  for  if  it  did  I  should  n't 
favor  it.    The  present  committee  is  no  longer  the 
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Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  when  the  Council 
adjourns,  but  the  city  ■  may  stiil  continue  it  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  proper  officers. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  suppose,  Mr.  President, 
we  are  all  anxious  to  see  a  connection  between  the 
old  portion  of  the  city  and  the  part  called  Brighton, 
but  I  can't  see  any  force  in  the'ars;ument  to  jDass  this 
order  now.  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  refer  it  to  the 
next  City  Government,  and  when  the  petition  comes 
in  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  favor  that  petition.  There  seems  to  be  no 
well  defined  proposition.  There  seem  to  be  two  or 
three  plans.  I  think  it  is  eminently  proper  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  next  City  Council,  and  it  will  be 
time  enough  for  them  to  act. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6-1  agree  with  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  entirely.  It  is  an 
important  matter;  we  shall  soon  cease  to  live  as  a 
Council,  and  it  is  eminently  proper  that  it  shall  be 
passed  over  to  the  next  City  Go'vernment. 

Mr.  Perkins  Of  Ward  6—1  think  the  objection  to 
laying  it  over  to  the  next  City  Government  is  that 
the  next  Council  wont  get  to  work  before  it  is  neces- 
sary for  this  petition  to  be  put  into  the  Legislature. 
It  is  perfectly  proper  to  instruct  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  the  annexation  of  this  territory,  and  that  is 
the  same  as  instructing  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Affairs  to  favor  anything  in  the  General 
Court.  It  is  the  same  thing.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  good  reason  there  is  for  having  it  laid  over.  I 
don't  care  if  there  were  a  dozen  different  petitions. 
Suppose  there  were  a  dozen— all  that  this  order 
commits  the  next  City  Government  to  is  to  simply 
favor  such  a  petition  as  shall  bring  about  the  annex- 
ation to  Boston  that  part  of  the  territory  of  Brook- 
line  in  which  the  property  of  Boston  lies.  If  that 
is  n't  clear  I  don't  know  what  is.  As  it  is  now  there 
is  a  petition,  very  generally  signed,  to  be  presented 
to  the  next  Legislature  by  inhabitants  of  Brookline 
who  live  on  the  territory  readily  indicated  on  the 
map,  that  is  to  say,  those  who  live  between 
Longwood  avenue.  Beacon  street  and  Brighton 
avenue  and  between  the  line  of  Beacon  street 
and  the  old  Brookline  Reservoir — the  own- 
ers of  seven  hundred  of  the  nine  hundred 
acres — have  signed  that  petition.  This  thing  is  per- 
fectly clear  before  us.  Boes  anybody  object  to  the 
annexation  of  the  whole  of  Brookline?  If  there  is 
any  objection  why  should  n't  it  come  out  now? 
Why  shouldn't  it  be  discussed?  The  gentleman 
wants  it  laid  over;  let  him  assign  a  reason.  I  was  in 
favor  originally  of  taking  the  line  of  Beacon  street  as 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  but  when 
these  petitioners  came  before  us  and  said,  "Don't  or- 
der your  committee  to  the  next  Legislature  and  say 
the  city  of  Boston  is  bound  to  oppose  anything 
outside" of  a  particular  line  without  instructions  from 
the  City  Council.  Now  if  the  city  of  Boston  is  in  fa- 
vor of  taking  in  that  large  part  of  the  town  of  Brook- 
line inhabited  by  large  taxpayers  I  don't  see  any 
reason  why  we  should  n't  act. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  said  when  I  rose  that  I 
don't  object  to  the  annexation  of  Brookline,  or  a  part 
of  it;  and  I  am  opposed  to  referring  to  the  next  City 
Council  any  definite  business— anything  that  we 
know  about.  But  this  business  is  not  definite;  the 
Council  don't  understand  it.  I  go  for  aunexing  the 
whole  of  Brookline,  and  if  no  the  whole  a  part; 
when  the  proper  territory  is  decided  upon  let  us  in- 
struct our  committee  to  act  upon  it.  I  can't  see  that 
anything  will  be  lost  to  turn  matters  over  to  th^ 
next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— As  J.  remarked  at  the  last 
meeting,  I  thought  it  was  perfectly  proper  for  this 
City  Government  to  act  upon  this  matter;  and  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  has  remarked,  the  next  City 
Council  wont  be  in  order  to  properly  present  this 
petition.  During  the  discussion  I  have  n't  found  any 
gentleman  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Brookline 
to  Boston.  Now,  the  line  marked  out  by  nine- 
tenths  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  is  the  one 
which  It  is  proposed  to  take.  It  is  the  pol- 
icy of  Boston  to  include  within  her  territory  the 
property  of  the  city  in  the  town  of  Brookline. 
I  hope  this  order  will  be  passed  tonight.  The  resi- 
dents of  Longwood  have  delineated  their  preference 
on  the  map  there,  and  any  one  can  see  it. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, this  matter  is  peculiarly  the  property  of  the' 
next  City  Council.  The  lines  are  indefinite,  as  I 
understand  it,  and  when  a  committee  from  this  body 
go  to  the  Legislature,  next  session,  no  matter 
whether  they  go  to  the  first  or  last  of  it,  they  will  be 
instructed  inore  thoroushly  than  we  can  instruct 
them  tonight,  for  then  they  will  have  behind  them 
the  vote  of  the  whole  city — and  a  very  large  vote — to 
take  the  whole  of  Brookline.  Boston  has  placed  it- 
self on  record;  we  want  the  whole  of  Brookline.  The 
Legislative  Committee  will  consider  this  subject 
among   the  first;    they  will   hear   gentlemen   from 


Brookline  and  from  Boston,  and  they  can  bet- 
ter determine  what  is  best.  We  shall  have  gen- 
tlemen in  that  body  next  year— the  able  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6,  who  advocates  this  resolu- 
tion,—to  protect  the  city's  interests;  we  shall  have 
gentlemen  there,  no  doubt,  who  will  represent  the 
idea  of  Boston  to  get  as  much  as  we  can  of  Brook- 
line. I  think  it  very  proper  that  this  matter  should 
go  to  the  next  City  Council,  who  can  instruct  the 
committee  as  they  please.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
postpone  will  prevail,  for  I  can't  see  how  any  vote  of 
ours  will  affect  the  Legislature  or  our  committee  m 
the  next  Lesislature.  We  shall  have  the  able  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  and  several  others  from  this 
body  to  represent  the  views  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
the  Legislature.  The  city  of  Boston  will  have  its 
views  thoroughly  protected  there,  and  I  can't  see 
any  necessity  for  taking  auy  action  tonight  in  regard 
to  boundaries  with  the  outlying  wards. 

Mr.  Jones  of  Ward  14— As  we  don't  object  to  the 
annexation  of  Brookline,  I  can't  see  t  ow  any  one 
can  object  to  the  line  proposed.  As  we  all  agree 
that  we  want  Brookline  it  is  easy  to  go  for  this  thing 
because  there  is  no  line  stated. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  n't  rise  again,  ex- 
cept that  I  have  heard  it  so  many  times  repeated  that 
it  is  necessary  for  the  city  to  control  her  own  prop- 
erty in  her  own  district.  Now  it  is  twenty-five  years 
since  those  pipes  were  laid  in  the  town  of  Brookline 
to  conduct  the  water  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  not  a 
voice  has  been  raised  here  to  the  effect  that  the  city 
should  control  this  property ;  not  a  question  has  ever 
been  raised  between  the  city  of  Boston  or  Brookline 
as  to  the  controKof  the  property  under  the  soil,  and  the 
city  of  Boston  controls  nothing  above  the  soil.  If  we 
vote  tonight  we  shall  vote  blindly.  When  a  hearing 
can  be  had  before  an  honorable  cammittee  then  it  is 
proper  to  have  the  report  here  which  shall  cover  the 
main  reasons  in  the  case.  My  friend  from  Ward  6 
gives  no  reason.  That  gentleman  forgers  that  his 
eminent  ability  is  to  carry  on  the  Legislature  for  thd 
next  six  months;  he  seems  to  intimate  that;  whoever 
is  appointed  President  the  coming  year  will  not  ap- 
point the  committee  before  the  Legislature  adjourns. 
What  is  the  necessity  of  hurrying  the  matter.  If  it 
is  good  it  will  keep,  and  if  it  is  n't  it  wont. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  don't  consider,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  any  long  harangues  from  me  will  keep  the 
Legislature  in  session  till  next  June,  but  I  am  afraid 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  will. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  is  so. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — I  look  upon  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  as  my  fate.  He  pursues  me.  I  have 
listened  to  him  upon  soup,  and  every  other  sub- 
.ject,  and  I  fully  expect  to  see  him  telling  the  Leg- 
islature that  Boston  is  opposed  to  the  annexation  of 
Brookline.  He  will  tell  the  Legislature  this  proposi- 
tion was  voted  down,  and  I  want  to  cut  off  such  an 
opportunity  for  him.  1  don't  want  him  to  say  this, 
I  know  he  is  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Brookline; 
he  has  old  ties  which  are  so  strong,  and  he  don't 
wish  to  see  his  residence  divided,  but  I  don't  think 
that  is  the  sentiment  of  this  Council.  If  gentlemen 
here  favor  annexation  why  should  n't  they  vote  for 
it.      . 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  says  he  wants 
to  cut  me  off.  It  is  n't  the  first  time, — but  the  biter 
got  bitten.  He  wants,  he  says,  to  try  to  prevent  me 
severing  my  connection  with  Brookline.  I  repeat  it 
here  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Brook 
line,  and  if  we  can't  get  the  whole  of  it  take  a  part, 
and  I  am  v^illing  to  put  myself  upon  record.  If  we 
vote  upon  it  tonight  we  don't  know  what  we  are 
voting  about.  I  don't  question  the  gentleman's 
ability  to  make  long  speeches,  but  I  sometimes 
question  their  substances,  as  I  have  a  right 
to  do.  If  I  go  to  the  Legislature  I  shall  do 
what  I  believe  I  have  the  right  to  do,  notwith- 
standing the  gentleman  from  'W^ard  6.  He  may  try 
to  cut  me  off';  perhaps  he  will  try  to  do  the  same 
thing  that  he  did  at  the  Parker  House  last  winter,, 
over  his  fat  dinners,  when  he  tried  to  discourage 
the  members  of  the  Council  from  voting  that  my 
seat  should  n't  be  retained.  I  know  the  gentleman 
and  his  animus.  He  read  all  the  books,  but  out  of 
all  of  them  he  could  n't  read  enough  law  to  cut  me 
off.  I  don't  mean  to  be  personal  or  disrespectful  to 
any  member  heve,  but  when  any  member  attacks  me 
he  will  get  as  good  ae  he  sends.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
I  say  that  no  member  has  expressed  himself  as  un- 
qualifiedly as  I  have.  The  gentleman  does  n't 
state  the  truth  when  he  rises  here  and  says  I  am 
opposed  to  the  annex;ation  of  Brookline  to  Boston. 
I  have  said  here  more  than  once  that  I  would  go 
much  farther  in  annexation  than  has  been  proposed 
in  this  City  Government,  If  I  had  my  way  I  would' 
take  in  a  circle  of  ten  miles.  Now  that  goes  upon 
record,  and  the  gentleman  may  qualify  it  If  he  can.' 
I  dislike  personalities,  but  when  a  gentleman  rises 
here,  and  makes  a  statement  that  is  n't  true,  I  shal 
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deny  it.  My  only  opposition  to  it  is  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6  represents  a  private  personal  in- 
terest in  trying  to  drive  through  certain  matters 
which  are  against  the  public  interest.  It  is  patent 
upon  its  face.  When  I  am  told  by  a  member  of  an 
honorable  committee  that  the  order  brought  here 
don't  receive  his  sanction,  then  I  say  that 
as  coming  from  ihe  committee,  I  doubt  the  propriety 
of  accepting  that  order;  much  more  do  I  doubt  the 
propriety  of  accepting  it  at  this  time,  when,  as  these 
gentlemen  have  stated  repeatedly,  this  Council  is 
goon  to  go  out,  and  as  the  gentleman  said,  his  com- 
mittee has  n't  expected  to  act  upon  it  before  they  do 
go  out.  Now  what  is  comtemplated?  that  this  com- 
mittee shall  go  before  the  Legislature  and  approve 
any  petition  which  citizens  of  Brookline  may  pre- 
sent in  favor  of  annexing  any  portion  of  that  town 
to  Boston?  I  say  again  that  it  is  n't  within  the  line  of 
propriety,  to  say  the  least,  and  as  a  measure  of  policy 
it  certainly  isn't  within  the  interest  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  don't  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Ward   5   boring   me  to  death  with  his 


long  speeches,  but  I  do  object  to  his  making  insinu 
atlons  that  even  he  does  n't  believe  to  be  true. 
When  he  says  I  represent  any  private  interest  he 
states  what  he  knows  is  false.  I  have  n't  seen  any 
one  except  at  the  hearing  for  the  petitioners  from 
Brookline. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Government 
was  carried  by  a  rising  vote— 19  for,  17  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  additional 
sum  not  exceeding  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars in  providing  labor  and  team  work  in  their  de- 
partment during  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Passed  under  a  suspensson  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  it  was  or- 
dered that  when  the  Council  adjourn,' it  be  to  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  January  1,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DJECEMBEK    39,    1873. 


The  regular  weekly  meetine;  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clockT?.  M.,  Alderman  Cut- 
ter, chairman,  presiding. 

JDROBS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  and  twenty-two  grand  jurors 
were  drawn  for  the  January  term  of  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE     APPOINTMENTS. 

Members  of  the  Police  Force— John  C.  Bull, 
Samuel  I^rost,  Alonzo  Burnham,  Thomas  Carey. 
Referred,  on  jnotion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  without  pay— Charles  H.  Andrews, 
for  Richmond  street  and  vicinity.     Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  EEFBRBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the  Board. 
Peck  &  Hall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable  for 
seventv  horses  on  Lancaster  street,  Nos.  19  and  il. 

To  tile  Committee  on  Paving.  Alonzo  Bowers,  to  be 
paid  foi  grade  damages  on  Marion  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses  Somerset  Club;  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  bowling  alley  on  their  premises. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Eben  B.  Phillips  et. 
al..,  owners  of  estates  on  the  burnt  district,  to  be  paid 
for  delay  on  part  of  the  city  in  arranging  new  lines 
of  streets,  etc. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  sheriff  of  Suf- 
folk County  for  $2057  69,  which,  being  duly  audited, 
was  ordered  paid. 

SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

A  schedule  of  assessments  for  sidewalks  on  Tre- 
mont  street,  between  Ruggles  and  Parker  streets, 
amounting  to  $2^59  75,  was  received  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  and  referred  .to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

EASTERN  AVENUE. 

A  resolve  and  order  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  laying  out  of  Eastern  avenue^ 
in  continuation  of  Congress  street,  from  Broad  street 
to  the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $99,780.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Clark,  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  following  orders  came. up  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness, and  were  severally  passed: 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Aaron  D.  Williams  to 
erect  on  Farnham  street  a  wooden  building  beyond 
the  usual  diuiensions. 

,  Orders  to  pay  Harriet  F.  Nevins,  $4900  00,  Con- 
gress street;  Theodore  Harrington,  $1800  00,  Fed- 
eral street;  Massachusetts  Baptist  Convention,  $10,- 
146  00,  Washington  street;  Mary  A.  Chase,  $260  00, 
Thornton  street;  Bernard  Foley  et  al..  $8472  10, 
Magazine  street;  Henry  &  Jacob  Pfafl',  $20,800  00, 
Congress  street;  Timothy  McCarthy's  hdrs, 
$1984  00,  Qumcy  place;  Solomon  Wilde's  heirs, 
$188,248  00,  Washington  street. 

THE   ANNEXATION   PROBLEM. 

The  report  and  order  for  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs  to  advocate  the  annexation  of  Winthrop  to 
Boston  came  up  in  the  regular  order  of  proceedings 
as  unfinished  business,  the  question  being  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Quincy— Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  report 
(City  Document  No.  127)  made  on  the  subject  of  set- 
ting off  Chelsea  to  Middlesex  County,  the  commit- 
tee in  closing  Iheir  report  have  stated — 

"It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  such  an  anomalous 
condition  of  things  should  have  been  sufl:ered  to 
continue  so  long;  and  it  seems  necessarv  only  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  subject 
in  order  to  have  the  present  arrangement  terminated, 
either  by  annexation, of  Chelsea  and  the  two  towns 
to  Boston,  or  to  another  county.  The  committee 
would,  therefore,  respectfully  lecommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  &t  its  next  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  set  off  the  city  of  Chel'- 
sea  and  the  towns  of  Revere  and  \yinthrop  from  the 
county  of  Suffolk  and  ances  them  to  the  county  of 
Middlesex." 

Since  that  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  some  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  VVintbrop  have  held  a  large  meeting— I  be'- 
lieve  alnlost  kll  the  inhabitants  of  the  town   partici- 


pated in  it— at  which  1  hey  passed  a  lofolntion  ex- 
pressing a  preference  to  be  annexed  to  the  city  of 
Boston  rather  than  to  be  set  off  to  Middlesex  County, 
and  rather  than  be  set  off  to  Middlesex- County  they' 
would  prefer  to  be  anne.xed  to  Es^ex  Counry.  and  if 
neither  of  these  arrangements  conld  be  made  they 
would  prefer  to  contrioute  their  share  of  the  county 
expenses.  The  committee  was  directed  to  give  the 
petitioners  a  hearing,  and  it  appeared  from  the  evi^ 
dence  that  in  some  respects  it  would  be  best  that  an^ 
nexation  should  take  place.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at 
the  map  they  will  see  that  it  would  be  de-ii  able  to  have 
the  lines  of  the  upper  harbor  within  the  city  of 
Boston.  The  town  Of  Winthrop  is  interpolated  in 
the  territory  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  our  voters  on 
Long  Island  and  Deer  Island  have  to  go  through  that 
town  to  get  to  Bast  Boston  where  they  v(  te. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Harbor  Commis- 
eioners  have  suggested  a  sea  wall  along  this 
line,  it  seems  desirable  that  the  proposed 
annexation  should  take  place,  and  also  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  town  of  Winthrop  lies  in  the 
overland  route  to  our  institutions  at  Deer  Island^ 
for  these  reasons  it  seemed  to  be  well  to  instruct  the 
committee  not  to  oppose  the  annexation  of  Winthrop 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  rather  than  to  favor  its  setting 
off'  to  Middlesex  County,  for  which  the  Mayor  has 
already  petitioned. 

Alderman  Hnlhert— Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  given 
this  matter  a  few  thoughts  since  the  meeting  last 
week,  and  I  must  say  that  I  differ  in  my  opinion 
from  that  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs, 
and  I  will  briefly  give  my  reasons.  This  is  opening 
up  a  new  chapter;  it  also  seems  to  me  that,  as  a  city, 
we  are  embarking  upon  an  unknown  sea.  This  mat- 
ter of  annexation,  in  my  opinion,  is  going  too  fast 
and  too  far.  It  is  as  yet  an  experiment  with  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  can  be  termed  nothing  less  than  an 
experiment,  the  results  of  which  do  not  yet  appear'. 
To  be  sure  we  annexed  the  old  city  of  Roxbury,  but 
that  was  a  thing  by  itself.  Roxbury  was  a  part  of 
the  city  proper  before;  there  was  only  an  imaginary 
line  between;  it  was  a  city  of  large  population,  thor- 
oughly identified  with  the  interests  of  Boston.  But 
with  the  union  of  the  town  of  Dorchester  with 
the  city  of  Bostom  there  began  a  new 
species  of  annexation,  if  I  may  use  that  term.  We 
annexed  some  thirty-five  acres  of  taxable  land.  In 
the  remarks  I  made  at  the  last  meeting,  I  stated  that 
the  town  of  Dorchester  does  n't  contribute  to  the 
common  purse  six-tenths  of  the  amount  expended 
for  her  benefit.  Each  one  of  the  recently  annexed 
sections— even  Charlestown,  with  its  dens'e  popula- 
tion and  amall  area— will  cause  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
main  city.  None  of  those  places  will  pay  their  own 
bills  for  years  to  come.  We  are  passing  through  a 
transition  state.  Up  to  within  a  short  time  Boston 
has  been  herself,  but  how  long  she  can  continue  to 
be  herself  is  an  open  question  in  my  mind.  '  I 
wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  City  as  it 
now  stands.  The  area  of  Boston,  including  Dor- 
chester-the  taxable  area— is  9583  acres.  There 
will  be  added  by  the  annexation  of  Charlestown, 
West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  9517  acres,  making 
a  total  of  19,100  acres.  By  recent  annexation  we 
have  doubled  our  area,  and  of  this  new  area  I  don't 
suppose  there  is  more  than  one-tenth  densely  settled 
— the  rest  being  what  is  called  sparsely  settJed.  not 
exactly  open  country,  but  a  great  deal  of  it  detached 
residences.  Now  Boston,  before  the  last  annexation, 
had— including  Dorchester— 224  miles  of  streets  to 
care  for;  by  the  last  annexation  she  has  added  141 
miles  of  streets  already  existing;  but,  as  every  gen' 
tleman  knows,  that  is  only  a  moderate  proportion  of 
the  streets  yet  to  be  created  in  that  area.  In  speak- 
ing of  our  position,  I  suppose  we-  may  as  well  admit 
that  the  annexation  of  I?rookline  will  become  a  fact; 
then  Boston  will  have  a  taxable  area  of  3.3,100  acres, 
with  a  total  length  of  streets  of  over  400  miles,  the 
expense  of  which  Charlestown,  West  RoxlDury 
and  Brighton,  with  Dorchester,  will  pay  but  one 
seventh,  leaving  the  old  city  of  Boston  and  the 
Highlands  to  pay  six-sevenths.  And  we  all  know 
that  the  expense  of  this  newly-acquired  territory  will 
not  be />ro  ra to,  but  far  in  excess  of  that,  and  be- 
come a  direct  tax  upon  the  taxjiayers  of  the  main 
city  today.  New  York  has  some  14.500  acres  in  area; 
while  Boston  will  have,  after  January  1,  19,100  acres, 
and  if  Brookline  is  added,  she  will  have  23,100.  Now, 
what  is  contemplated  by  this  order  is  the  entering 
viedge  to  the  annexation  of  more  territory  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Charles  Rivet.  It  is  a  new  de- 
parture in  annexation.  I  ask,  if  we,  as  a  city,  are  in 
a  condition  for  any  such  thing.  I  say  we  are  not. 
Winthrop  is  a  town  of  880  acres,  of  which  180  acres 
are  marsh  and  low  land,  with  a  population  of  la  few  hun- 
dred, ho  sewerage,  no  conveniences  that  belong  to 
those  territories  which  have  been  annexed.  They  will 
want  everything,  Winthrop  has  ten  miles  of   streets 
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—I  know  that  there  are  parties  there  who 
have  taken  up  landu,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
•vill  b«  greatly  pleased  if  Wiiiihrop  is  taken 
within  the  city  of  Boston,  and  receives  the 
benefits  of  schoolhouses  and  public  institutions.  It 
will  be  a  grand  arrangement  for  them.  When  these 
places  are  aunexed  tliey  will  call  for  and  insist  upon 
those  conveniences  which  appertain  to  a  city — streets 
sewerage,  water  c^upply,  Fire  Department,  police 
and  all  those  things  which  cost  large  amounts. 
Now,  I  contend  that  we  cannot  think  of  Winthrop 
without  calling  to  mind  the  whole  retinue  of  towns 
and  cities  northward  of  Boston,  most  of  which 
have  given  notice  of  an  application  to  be 
annered  to  Boston.  I  would  like  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  case  as  it  will  stand 
when  th.jse  places  which  have  asked  for  it 
shall  be  annexed  to  Boston.  Cambridge,  tjomerville, 
Medfoi-d,  Maiden,  Everett,  Winthrop,  iievere,  Chel- 
sea and  Watertown — I  say  nothing  of  Arlington  and 
jBelmont — have  32T  miles  of  streets  to  take  care  of, 
and  a  taxable  area  of  23,000  acres.  When  those 
places  are  annexed  there  will  he  over  725  miles  of 
streets  to  care  for,  instead  of  224  as  now;  there  will 
be  46,000  acres  of  taxable  area  instead  of  9600  as  now. 
And  of  the  total  expense  pertaining  to  the  carrying 
on  of  the  city,  as  it  will  be  then,  fully  seventy-five 
per  cent,  will  fall  upon  the  present  city  of  Boston. 
Should  these  towns  be  annexed,  there  will  be  an  area 
.more  than  three  times  that  of  New  York.  Bear  in 
mind,  also,  that  all  these  places  have  nothing  to  bring 
us.  They  are  of  no  advantage  to  us.  They  come  to 
receive,  not  to  give;  what  they  require  is  a  very 
large  matter;  to  do  all  they  will  require  will  cost  far 
in  excels  of  anything  they  can  coniribute  to  the 
common  purse.  They  cover  an  immense  area. 
There  is  another  thing,  gentlemen,  for  we  may  as 
well  speak  out  in  meeting,  first  as  last.  Every  one 
of  these  towns  and  cities  is  a  distinct  section :  they 
have  their  own  peculiar  wants;  those  wants  will 
need  to  be  urged  at  City  Hall ;  when  you  get  them  all 
in  you  have  got  a  vast  power  all  around  you,  and  yet 
is  not  in  the  old  city.  Now,  you  know  what  human 
nature  is— and  I  suppose  it  is  going  to  continue  for 
years  longer — and  I  '11  venture  to  say  that  in  a  few 
years  this  surrounding  influence  will  control  this 
city.  Those  outlying  districts  can  be  made  a  Hoosac 
Tunnel;  they  can  combine  together  and  control 
matters  here  at  the  City  Hall,  and  the  taxpay- 
ers of  the  present  city,  while  paying  seventy- 
flve  per  cent,  of  the  expense  will  be  powerless  to 
control  or  direct  expenditures.  The  main  city, 
which  has  been  neglected  this  year  and  last  year, 
t'hould  be  cared  for.  Here  is  the  main  question: 
These  outlying  gection»  will  want  their  pet  schemes 
carried  out;  there  will  be  an  immense  pressure  to 
carry  them  out.  There  is  an  element  of  danger  and 
weakness  if  all  these  towns  and  cities  are  to  be 
brought  in  here.  With  the  territory  that  is  annexed 
we  shall  on  the  first  of  January  be  fifty  per  cent, 
■larger  than  New  York  city ;  when  Brookline  is  an- 
nexed we  shall,  of  course,  be  larger  still.  We  have 
taken  in  Dorchester,  which  is  liut  the  semblance  of 
the  whole  territory  to  be  annexed.  I  contend  that 
we  should  wait  until  we  see  how  this  thing 
works,  until  annexation  has  been  tried  and 
proved,  and  not  go  on  and  get  the  city  into  a 
condition  that  is  irretrievable.  If  it  proves  mut- 
ually good,  and  not  evil  to  one,  we  should  ascer- 
tain that  fact  by  actual  experience;  when  it  is  de- 
monstrated will"  be  time  eneugh  to  decide  upon  taking 
in  this  whole  section  north  of  the  city.  When  an, 
nexation  proves  by  experience  to  be  the  best  policy 
it  is  the  easiest  thin^  in  the  world  to  extend  our  bor- 
ders; these  places  will  be  none  the  less  anxious  to 
come  in  when  they  are  wanted.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
wish  this  Board  would  consider  the  additional  labor, 
expense  and  taxation  involved  in  this  annexation. 
It  is  without  precedent.  The  cities  of  the  Old  World 
do  not  increase  so.  It  is  n't  simply  Winthrop  alone; 
I  consider  Winthrop  merely  as  one  of  the  series.  I 
have  no  doul)t  a  great  many  parties  have  purchased 
real  estate  with  the  view  of  this  thing  com- 
ing about  at  some  day.  Some,  of  them  are 
my  friends,  but  what  is  that  to  do  with  the 
case?  I  believe  it  will  be  a  sad  day  for  Dosr 
ton  when  we  enter  the  wedge  for  any  further  annexa- 
tion. I  would  like  to  see  the  thing  stopped  where  it 
is,  anu  I  believe  the  interests  of  the  city  would  be 
subserved  by  stopping  where  it  is.  Therefore,  as  I 
see  nothing  but  a,n  immense  expense  to  follow  from 
the  annexation  of  territory  beyond  what  has  been 
annexed  already— gentlemen  will  understand  that  I 
include  Brookline;  I  admit  that  the  annexation  pf 
Brookline  is  best-^as  I  see  nothing  but  an  enormous 
.expense  far  beyond  what  any  of.  these  cities  or  towns 
will  contributej  thereby  leaving  a  heary  ta?:  upon  the 
main  city,  I  oppose  the  adoption  of  this  order.  W^e 
are  to  pay  largely  for  the  conveniences  those  places 


are  to  have;  that  is  the  arithmetic  side  of  it.  The  day 
may  come  when  it  is  best,  but  today  I  believe  a 
worse  thing  cannot  be  done  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
We  are  not  strong  enough  yet;  it  will  weaken  U8. 
What  the  future  may  bring  I  do  n"t  pretend  to  state; 
but  I  do  think  that  before  we  annex  another  piece  of 
territory,  we  should  wait  and  see  what  is  the  result 
of  what  we  have  done  I  know  that  annexation  is 
"on  the  brain"  and  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  a  fatal 
mistake  if  this  thing  is  allowed  to  take  place.  By 
the  way,  one  of  the  reasons  I  see  given  for  annexa- 
tion of  Winthrop  is  with  reference  to  the  harbor 
lines.  I  saw  one  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners  and 
asked  him  what  force  there  was  in  that  argument, 
and  he  said  there  was  none  at  all;  that  the  city  of 
Boston  can  have  what  she  wants  done  to  the  harbor 
today. 

Alderman  Sayward— I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  making  an  argument  on  this  matter; 
but  the  gentleman  has  alluded  several  times  to  the 
expense  of  Dorchester — how  little  she  pavs,  and  how 
much  she  gets,  but  he  avoids  saying  what  proportion 
Roxburv  pays  for  what  benefit  she  gets.  I  judge  he 
ineans  that  Boston  is  a  great  deal  worse  for  having 
annexed  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury,  Brighton  and 
Dorchester— and  now  ,this  small  piece  of  territory 
comes  with  nothing  to  give,  bat  all  to  receive.  We 
have  been  told  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive;  how  blessed  Boston  will  be  if  she  gives  all 
that  will  be  airked  of  her  by  this  little  spot. 

Alderinan  Hulbert— Mr.  Chairman.  I  simply  stated 
as  a  fact  that  Dorchester  does  n't  pay  into  the  treas- 
ury what  is  expended  for  her.  The  same  will  be 
true  of  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton. 
The  question  is,  how  long  the  city  proper  can  go  on 
and  take  these  additional  burdens.  I  advocate  wait- 
ing, instead  of  increasing  those  burdens.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  prove  that  this  annexation  is  a  great  burden 
upon  the  city  proper.  It  U  on  that  ground  that  I 
stand.  I  say  now  is  the  time  to  stop.  I  take  notice 
of  the  applications  already  made,  and  say  that  in  my 
judgment  the  thing  ought  not  to  go  any  further  until 
we  know  what  the  consequences  are. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  tgentleman  avoids  the 
question.  I  asked  what  proportion  the  Highlands 
pay  for  the  benefits  they  get. 

Alderman  Hulbert — In  what  I  said  I  made  no  re- 
flection upon  Dorchester  at  all.  It  was  by  a  ^reat 
deal  of  labor  that  I  gained  the  statistics  in  regard  to 
Dorchester,  and  I  gave  the  facts  simply. 

Alderman  Sayward— The  gentleman  does  n't  an- 
swer the  question,  but  one  thing  I  will  say  which  he 
will  not  deny,  Roxbury  has  not  paid  anything  like 
her  proportional  part  for  the  benefits  she  has  re- 
ceived. 

Alderman  Gibson — I  heartily  indorse  most  of  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands,  but 
the  main  subject  is  not  being  considered  by  this 
Board  now.  The  town  of  Winthrop  is  a  small  spot, 
and  I  think  the  gentleman  should  confine  himself  to 
that.  I  think  he  will  endorse  the  statement  that  the 
annexation  of  Winthrop  will  bring  the  harbor  lines 
within  the  control  of  Boston.  It  is  only  a  connect- 
ing piece;  I  believe  we  own  two  hundred  acres  of  the 
town  now— very  fine  land,  too.  The  land  of  that  town 
is  very  fine,  generally,  perhaps  not  excelled  by  any 
township  m  the  Commonwealth.  Nearly  all  the  resi- 
dents of  Winthrop  own  the  places  where  they  live; 
the  farms  are  small,  ten  or  twelve  acres  being  quite  a 
good  farm.  It  does  n't  appear  to  me  to  be  a  greatly 
enhanced  expense  from  the  annexation  of  that  town. 
The  water  pipes  pass  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
town  to  get  to  Deer  Island. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  is  no  pet  scheme  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  committee  were  di- 
rected to  give  the  parties  a  hearing  and  they  made 
out  a  pretty  good  case.  If  the  committee  supposed 
that  this  was  to  be  an  entering  wedge  to  the  aenexa- 
tion  of  other  towns  north  of  the  city,  they  might 
not  have  recommended  this  order.  It  seemed  to  be 
a  peculiar  case,  the  town  being,  as  it  were,  inserted 
between  two  sections  of  our  territory  and  our  citi 
zens  having  to  go  over  it.  It  also  seemed  to  the  com 
mittee  desirable  to  have  all  the  harbor  lines  within 
the  city  of  Boston.  So  far  as  the  committee  are  con- 
cerned, ,tbey  do  not  wish  to  put  any  entering  wedge 
into  this  scheme  of  annexation.  Winthrop  wishes 
to  come  in,  but  if  the  Board  do  not  think  it  best,  the 
committee  are  willing  that  the  town  of  Winthrop 
should  stand  upon  its  own  bottom. 

Alderman  Gibson— That  long  strip  of  land  is  like 
.the  limbs  of  the  main  body;  .as  the  map  now  is  the 
legs  and  arms  are  separated  from  the  body.  We 
'have  to  go  over  there  now  to  get  to  our  own  terri- 
tory. 

..  Alderman  Hulbert-r-It  seems  to  me  that  Winthrop 
can  take  care  of  itself^  as  it  is.  The  moment  we  un- 
dertake to. take  care  of  it,  we  will  go.  to  a  large  ex- 
pense. ' 


DEC  KM  BER,       29.1873 


5f)4 


The  order  was  passed  with  but  one  dissenting 
Yoice,  that  of  Alderman  Hulbert. 

PAPBBS  PROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Printing  to  prepare  and 
print  an  iiidex  to  (;ity  Council  proceedings  of  1873. 
Passsd. 

Order  to  allow  Committee  on  Common  to  expend 
^4500  fui-  labor  and  team  work  for  the  remainder  of 
this  financial  year.     Passed. 

Report  and  order   to  allow  the  sum  of  $l:;iOO  for  re- 

Sairs  on  armory  of  Company  D,  First  Cavalry,  in 
aeon's  Building,  Roxbury.  Laid  on  the  table  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  who  said  the  Commit- 
tee on  Armories  wished  to  ascertain  to  what  uses  the 
armory  had   been  put. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Institutions,  recommend- 
ing a.  reference  to  nexf  City  Council  of  the  measures 
proposing  the  removal  of  the  House  of  Correction 
from  South  Boston  to  Deer  Island,  and  the  House  of 
Reformation  from  Deer  Island  to  another  locality. 
Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  sell  to  the  Massachusetts 
Homceopathic  Hospital  25,6^  feet  of  land  on  Con- 
cord street,  east  of  Harrison  avenue,  at  $1  per  foot.. 
Passed. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Cobb  as  a  Director  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  came  up  referred  to  the  next  City 
Council.    The  Board  concurred. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  contract  with 
the  lowest  responsible  bidder  for  removal  of  house 
offal  from  East  Boston  for  three  years,  from  January 
1,  1874.    Passed. 

The  order  recommitting  the  report  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions,  with  instructions  to  fumiBb 
their  reasons,  on  or  before  the  29th  inst.,  for  not  per- 
mitting the  inmates  of  said  institutions  to  receive 
religious  instruction  from  teachers  in  whom  they 
profess  to  have  faith,  came  up  with  an  amendment 
to  extend  the  time  to  January  1, 1874.  The  Board 
concurred. 

The  report  and  order  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  to  favor  any  petition,  by  inhabi- 
tants of  Brookline,  for  such  a  change  of  boundary  as 
shall  bring  the  main  conduits  and  lines  of  connection 
between  tne  reservoirs  of  the  Boston  Water  Works, 
within  the  city  limits,  came  up  referred  to  the  next 
City  Council.     The  Board  concurred. 

Order  to  pave  tbe  yard  of  the  Vernon  Primary 
Schoolhouse,  Washington  District.    Passed. 

THE    CITT    POLICE     AND    THE    ENFORCEMENT    OP    THE 
PROHIBITORY   LAW. 

An  order  to  pay  John  L.  Cook  $25  and  S.  B.  Heus- 
tis  $1K,  for  extra  services,  came  from  the  Council 
passed. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy  inquired  if  the  persons  named  in 
the  order  are  regular  members  of  the  police  force. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  they  are 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  glad  to  find,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, ihar  when  members  of  our  Police  Department 
perform  extra  services  they  receive  extra  pay,  for 
thus  only  do  we  remove  from  them -the  temptation 
of  seeking  to  pay  themselves  for  uncompensated 
labors  by  making  an  unauthorized  profit  out  of  their 
official  position.  I  believe  in  the  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity as  a  body  of  our  city  police,  and  it  is  because  I 
do  so  believe  in  it  I  rejoice  in  view  of  the  exaaiple 
daily  before  their  eyes,  that  such  honesty  and  up- 
rightness should  be  surrounded  with  all  possible 
safeguards.  I  regard  the  rule  adopted  at  our  last 
meeting  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  presents  by  of- 
ficers from  men  under  their  command  as  an  pxcel- 
lent  one.  In  this  connection,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
suggested  by  the  subject  of  the  uprightness  and  in- 
tegrity of  our  Police  Department,  I  should  like  the 
Indulgence  of  the  Board  for  a  few  words  on  a  matter 
which  I  consider  as  directly  related  thereto.  I  for 
one,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  never  seen  cause  to  regret 
the  vote  by  which  this  Board  declined  to  instruct  our 
guardians  of  peace  and  order  to  strike  hands  with 
tke  State  Constabulary  in  what  I  regard  as  the  tyran- 
nical enforcement  of  a  mischievous  and  odious  law. 
With  all  respect  for  tbe  sincerity  of  conviction  of  the 
petitioners  for  the  measure— with  all  admiration  of 
tbe  fervid  eloquence  of  its  reverend  advocates,  I  am 
still  firm  in  the  belief  that  its  adoption  by  us  would 
have  introduced  the  most  fatal  demoralization  in  the 
ranks  of  the  men  whose  honesty  and  whose  bravery 
now  impartially  protect  our  property  and  our  lives. 
With  this  belief;  the  unflattering  remarks  of  certain 
newspapers,  which  I  presume  ail  of  us  have  received 
by  mail,  I  am  able  to  support  with  the  greatest  equa- 
nimity. •" 

We  submit,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  we  ought,  to  the 
manner  of  the  enforcement  of  thij  law  within  our 
city  simply  for  the  reason  that  it  was  enacted  and 
the  instruments  of  such  enforcement  created  by  men 
sent  to  the  State  House  by  a  majority  of  the  voters 


of  Massachusetts.  The  great  English  writer.  Mill, 
in  his  "Essay  on  Liberty,"  instances  this  very  law, 
then  known  as  the  Maine  law,  as  illustrating  what  he 
considers  as  the  tyranny  of  a  majority  often  more 
oppressive  and  danijerous  than  that  of  a  despot. 
Why,  sir,  I  venture  to  asstrt  that  there  is  not  a  mon- 
arch in  Europe  who  would  dare,  unless  he  wished  to 
see  barricades  in  his  streets  wiihin  a  week,  to  in- 
struct his  creatures  to  exocute  a  law  or  decree  of. 
confiscation  of  properly  throughout  his  capital  in  the' 
manner  in  which  these  appointees  of  the  Governor, 
this  physical  arm  of  the  State  executive  against 
which  I  have  protested  elsewhere,  sees  lit  to  enforce 
the  Prohibitory  Liquor  law  in  our  good  city 
of  Boston.  When  the  last  Emperor  Napoleon 
was  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  holding  to 
all  appearances  the  neck  of  the  nation 
under  his  imperial  heel,  had  any  one  then 
suggested  to  him  the  advisability  of  issuing  a  decree 
of  confiscation  against  a  certain  cla^s  of  merchandise, 
and  authorizing  oflicials  ol  his  own  to  execute  the 
same  arbitrarily,  here  and  there,  throughout  his  capi- 
tal according  to  no  apparent  system  ^ave  that  of  per- 
secuting and  driving  into  bankruptcy  the  poor  deal- 
ers and  foreigners,  leaving  the  rich  unmolested,  sava 
in  some  exceptional  case  of  political  spite  or  private 
grudge,  it  is  my  belief  that  the  old  fox  would  have 
shaken  his  head  and  replied  that  the  garrison  of  Paris 
was  haraly  strong  enough  for  that.  I  allude  to  this 
law  and  the  manner  of  its  enforcement  timply  to 
illustrate  our  duty,  as  it  seems  to  me,  of  surrounding 
our  own  police  with  every  safeguard  against  the 
temptation  of  swerving  fiom  an  impartial  discharge 
of  duty  alike  to  rich  and  poor.  Since,  however,,! 
have  undertaken  to  give  my  opinion  in  the  matter,  I 
have  no  objection  to  use  still  more  unmistakable 
language,  and  to  state  that  I  regard  this 
law  and  the  manner  of  its  execution  in  our  city  as 
the  great  shame  and  disgrace  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Massachusetts,  and  if  this  !.•<  treason  to  the 
organization  with  which  I  generally  vote,  I  am  will- 
ing that  they  should  make  the  most  of  it.  I  thank 
the  Board  for  their  indulgence  in  listening  to  this 
little  digression,  and  will  not  longer  trespass  on  their 
time. 
The  order  was  passed. 

KBPORTS   OP    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting' t<ie  application  of  heirs 
of  William  Brigham  to  remove  brick  stable,  and 
leave  to  withdraw  on  application  of  same  to  occupy 
wooden  ^table;  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of 
Sarah  H.  Dyer;  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
H.  Giblin  and  A.  D.  Pattee.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
reported  in  favor  of  confirming  the  executive  ap- 
pointment of  W.  S,  Bond,  Michael  Griflin,  George  E. 
Lawrence  and  John  W.  Jacksou,  as  police  officers 
with  all  the  powers  of  constables  except  serving 
aad  executing  civil  process.  Report  accepted  and 
appointments  confirmed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Fort  Hill, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  B. 
Brigham  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  property  on  Port 
Hill,  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  streets,  reported 
that  the '  evidence  showed  that  rhe  estates  had  been 
improved  more  than  damaged  by  the  widening,  and 
that  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw;  also,  on  peti- 
tion of  E.  B.  Phillips  &  Co.,  for  same,  leave  to  with- 
draw at  request  of  petitioners.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported"  in  favor  of  granting  the  following 
applications:  Buckley's  Serenaders,  for  leave  to  give 
a  concert  at  Wait's  Hall  Januarys:  Albert  Duntou, 
for  license  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  at  corner 
of  Lowland  and  North  streets;  E.  Stockwell  and  oth- 
ers, for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  G.  J.  Fortune, 
for  license  for  express  wagon;  John  Pender,  for 
wagon  staild  at  420  Hanover  street;  Oohn  A.  Sawyer, 
for  transfer  of  hack  license;  Harvey  &  Pray,  Miss  A. 
Baker,  Gruni  &  Stewart.  J.  G.  Peiinycuick,  Joseph 
Francis  and  James  Doherty,  for  victualler's  license; 
E.  J.  Sullivan,  for  billiard  license;  and  leave  to  with- 
draw on  application  of  Jourdain  &  Davison,  to  keep 
ianatomical  museum. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Paymaster  in  the  Municipal  Court  for  an  increase  of 
salary,  having  considered  the  subject,  reported  that 
the  petioner  is  an  employe  of  the  City  and  County 
Treasurer,  and  any  request  for  additional  compensa- 
tion should  be  made  to  him.  It  the  allowance  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  Treasurer's  office  is  not  sufficient  to 
ineet  the  requirements,  on  account  of  the  county 
business,  then,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Treasurer, 
an  additional  sum  would  doubtless  be  granted.  If 
the  Treasurer  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  o* 
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his  clerks,  and  for  the  fnnds  intrusted  to  them,  he 
should  have  full  authority  as  to  their  appointment, 
compensation  and  bonds.  The  committee  recom- 
mend the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Treasurer. 
Report  accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Alderman  Q,uincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250  in 
repairing  and  furnishing  the  headquarters  of  the 
First  Battalion.  Light  Artillery,  M.  V.  M.,  37  Tre- 
mont  street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Armories. 

Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Judge  of  Pro"bate  in  relation  to  preparing  a  classified 
index  to  the  records  in  the  Probate  Office,  reported 
that  the  preparation  of  such  an  index  is  extremely 
desirable  and  that  the  work  should  be  commenced 
without  delay.  They  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts 
be  authorized  to  contract  with  some  suitable  person 
or  persons,  upon  such  terms  as  they  may  deem  best 
for  the  interests  of  the  city,  for  the  preparation  of  a 
classified  index  to  the  records  in  the  Probate  Oifiee 
for  the  County  of  SufEolk;  the  foiTn  of  said  contract 
to  be  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  the  ex- 
pense incurred  under  it  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  County  Accounts.     Order  passed. 

Alderman  Quincy,  from  the  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries, reported  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  A, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Cause- 
way and  liOwell  streets,  the  sum  of  f  1000  per  annum, 
beginning  on  the  first  day  ©f  October,  1873;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Order  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  David 
R.  Whitney  &  Co.  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  Milk  street, 
between  the  Post  Office  and  Oliver  street,  and  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  petition  of  George  N.  Marsh  et 
al.  for  removal  of  plank  walk  on  east  side  of  Hawley 
street. 
. ,  ,  Severally  accepted. 

Alderman.  Powe"-,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  E.  &  N. 
Brown,  et  al..  reported  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Parker  street,  between  Congress  and  Pearl 
streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  dated  Nov.  24,  1873,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Order  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  schedules  of  assessments 
for  sewers  in  Parker.  Bremen,  New  Heath  and  Cen- 
tre streets,  reported  that  they  were  correct,  and 
recommended  the  passage  of  the  usual  orders  for 
collection.     The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tion of  Sewall,  Day  &  Co.  for  leave  to  use  steam  en- 
gine on  Parker  street.    Accepted, 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  giving  notice  to  property  owners  on 
Broad  and  Washington  streets, to  remove  obstructions 
within  ten  days,  from  those  parts  of  said  streets  wid- 
ened by  resolves  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners.    The  orders  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  thei 
part  of  this  Board  be  and  they  are  authorized  to  pay 
to  J.'H.  Jenkins  $800  for  clerical  services  during  the 
present  year,  as  authorized  by  the  city  ordiaance. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Paul  H.  Kenducken,  $987  50,  Cottage  street;  George 
Crowninshield,  $2503  46,  Washington  street;  J.  C. 
Howe  and  J.  J.  French,  $13,402,  extension  of  Pea^l 
street  to  Congress  street;  J.  H.  Chadwick,'  $2016  91, 
widening  Magazine  .street;  James  Leeds,  $6255  75, 
widening  Pearl  street;  H.,  L.  Hallett,  trustee,  $26,- 
506  51,  widening  Cohgress  street;  William  Lowry, 
$523,  widening  Dale  slreet;  Joseph  Moore,  $218  41, 
widening  Dale  street;  Charles  A.  Green,  $382  51, 
widening  Dale  street.     Severally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  $79  19,  assessed  upon  William  Gard- 
ner for  a  sewer  in  Saratoga  street,  is  Ijereby  abated. 

Ordered,  That  $171  05,  assessed  upon  William  H. 


Brown  for  a  sewer   in   Cottage  street,  be  abated  and 
the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Margaret  Carroll. 
Severally  passed. 

KEPOET   01"   THE   COM.MITTEB   ON  BATHING. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  printed  report 
(City  Document  No.  135)  of  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Free  Bathing  Establishments.  The  appro- 
priation for  the  year  amounted  to  $40,000,  and  in 
May  orders  were  passed  authorizing  the  committee 
to  make  expenditures.  On  June  1,  the  several  estab- 
lishments were  opened,  under  rules  and  regulations 
presented  by  the  committee. 

The  following  statements  show  the  expense  of 
maintaining  each  establishment  during  the  year,  and 
the  number  of  bathers  of  each  class:  No.  1— West 
Boston  Bridge.  $905  40:  No.  2— Cragie's  Bridge, 
$10;33  37;  No.  3— Charles-Kiver  Bridge,  $1175  41;  No 
4— Warren  Bridge  (female),  $804  36;  No.  5— East 
Bo-^ton,  Border  street,  $1120  60:  No.  6— East  Boston, 
Border  street  (female),  $1120  59;  No.  7— Federal-street 
Bridge,  $840  07;  No.  8— Mt.  Washington-avenue 
Bridge  (rebuilt).  $4561  64;  No.  9— South  Boston,  foot 
of  Fifth  street  (female),  «902  71;  No.  10— South  Bos- 
ton, foot  of  L  street,  $1591  34;  No.  11— Dover-street 
Bridge— $950  07;  No.  12— Dover-street  Bridge  (fe- 
male), $9.50  06;  No.  1:5— Boston  Highlands,  Cabot 
street,  $1104  28;  No;  14— Boston  Highlands,  Cabot 
street  (female),  $1104  28;  No.  15— Norfolk  avenue, 
$1395  56;  No.  16— Dorchester,  Commercial  street, 
$916  93;  No.  17— East  Boston,  Maverick  street, 
$764  90.  General  expenses  for  the  twelve  months, 
$16,057  86.     Total,  $37,299  43. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of 
bathers  at  each  place,  etc. : 

Total  baths  at  bathhouse  No.  1,  78,336;  No.  2, 
133.965;  No.  3,  183,471;  No.  4,  12,999;  No.  5,  134.674 
No:  6,  64,757;  No.  7.  89,864;  No.  8,  105,453;  No.  9 
29,.398;  No.  10,  192,642;  No;  11,  68.309;  No.  12,  48.118' 
No.  13,  110,.584;  No.  14,  16,339;  No.  15,69,686;  No.  16, 
4,866;  No.  17,  46,465.    Total,  1,389,926. 

1873.  1872. 

Wholenmnbermen  bathers...:.....    324,139  348,778 

boy  bathers 894,176  999,742 

"  women  bathers 36,011  41,423 

"  girl  bathers ...    135,600  129,179 

1,389,926  1,519,122 

Decrease,  1873 129,196 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  expenditures 
given  are  for  the  year  beeiuning  January  1,  and  not 
for  the  financial  year  beginning  May  1.  The  appro- 
priation made  for  the  present  financial  year  was 
$40,000,  and  the  expenditure  charged  to  that  appro- 
priation to  December  3,  amounts  to  $31,630  36,— leav- 
ing a  balance  of  $8369  64  to  meet  the  expenses  for 
the  remainder  of  the,  year.     Respectfully  submitted. 

James  Powee, 

Thomas  Gapfield, 

Neuemiah  Gibson, 

David  Whiston, 

Geoege  p.  Kingslhy, 

John  B.  Martin, 

HaLSEY   J.  BOARDMAN, 

Alonzo  Warren, 
The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

StrFFOLK-STREET   DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brown  the  report  of  Com- 
mittee on  the  Condition  and  Cost  of  the  Suffolk- 
street,  Church-street,  Northampton-street,  and  Swett- 
street  improvements  (City  Doc.  No.  136),  wals  taken 
from  the  table,  accepted  and  the  following  order* 
appended  thereto  passed : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  a  sum  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the 
aporopriation  heretofore  made  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Sufllolk-street  District. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized, to  transfer  from  thu  Reserved  Fund  a  sum  not 
exceeding  seven  hundred  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the 
appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Church-street  District. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  since  this  report 
was  made  several  complimentary  terms  had  been 
used  in  reference  to  the  committee  for  Laving  carried 
forvyard  this  vast 'work  at  less  rhan  the  estimated 
expense.  The  .impression  seemed  to  have  gone  out 
that  the  credit  was  due  to  the  committee  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  he  desired  to  correct  that  impression', 
and  sta,te  that  the  credit  belontted  to  the  committee 
of  last  year.  Aldermen  Pope,  Little  and  Squires  and 
others  who  had  this  matter  in  charge. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Thursday,  Jan,  1,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    1,    1874. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.  today,Alderman  Cutter, 
Chairman,  pi-esidin?. 

PETITIONS  REFEEEED. 

To  the  Cotnmittee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  tlie  Board. 
John  McCarty,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  ten 
horses  on  Ward  street  (Ward  15). 

J.  H.  Wiggles  worth,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  Fifth  street,  near  O  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Charles  E.  Fuller 
et  at.,  that  the  ice  on  the  Public  Garden  Pond  be  kept 
free  from  snow. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  V.  McBlroy,  for 
leave  to  place  a  lamp  in  front  of  building  1102  Tre- 
mont  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $300  for  clerical  services 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Passed. 

ARMORIES. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  being 
the  order  from  the  Committee  on  Armories  author- 
izing the  expenditure  of  $1200  in  repairing  the  arm- 
ory of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M. 
V.  M.,  in  Bacon's  Buildius.  1839  Washington  street. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  on  motion 
f  Alderman  Hulbert. 

SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  of  assessments  for  Old  Harbor  street, 
sidewalks,  $752  55;  F  street,  edgestones,  $787  36; 
Prescott  street,  edgestones,  $447  64;  Hampshire 
street,  edgestones,  $1027  63;  Dorchester  street,  edge- 
stones and  sidewalks,  $3140  46;  East  Eighth  street, 
edgestones,  $730  86;  White  street,  edgestones  and 
sidewalks.  $846  80;  Trenton  street,  edgestones, 
$1584  02;  Gates  street,  sidev^^alks,  $57  45;  Thomas 
street,  sidewalks,  $386  70;  Teleeraph  street,  side- 
walks, $253  35.  were  received  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioner, and  the  orders  for  the  collection  of  the 
same  were  passed. 

The  chairman  presented  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Library  covering  a  re- 
quest from  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $11,600,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order.  The  com- 
mittee again  take  the  occasion  to  urge  upon  those 
having  charge  of  the  appropriations  the  great  need 
of  confining  the  work  to  be  undertaken  to  the  means 
on  hand  for  prosecuting  the  same,  and  not  to  expect 
to  have  deficiencies  made  up  by  additional  appiopri- 
ations  to  the  liberal  ones  granted  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  the  whole  year. 

Ordered,  The  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Public  Library,  the 
sum  of  $11,650. 

Alderman  Clark— The  censure  in  regard  to  exceed- 
ing appropriations  is  drawn  very  mildly,  but  there  is 
a  slight  censure  in  the  order,  and  in  order  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  may  stand  right  be- 
fore this  Board  I  would  state  that  the  bulk  of  this  ad- 
ditional appropriation  is  for  conducting  the  branch 
libraries  in  Charlestown,  West  Eoxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton during  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year.  About 
four  thousand  dollars  are  for  part  payment  of  price 
of  the  Barton  Library,  which  was  not  contemplated 
at  the  time  the  appropriation  was  made.  I  make  this 
statement  in  order  that  the  Trustees  may  not  be  mis- 
understood. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  wish  also  to  state,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  that  the  pains  taken  by  the 
Trustees  of  that  institution  are  deserving  of  all 
praise.  The  estimates  are  made  with  the  greatest 
care;  the  most  full  explana  ions  are  given  for  all 
that  is  required,  and  if  the  expenditures  of  money 
in  this  institution  continue  to  oe  as  carefully  made 
as  they  have  been  heretofore,  the  city  will  have  no 
occasion  for  complaint  from  that  source.  The  re- 
quest is  entirely  warranted,  and  nine-tenths  of  it  are 
for  matters  which  they  could  not  have  contemplated 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  while  one  or 
two  items  have  been  thrown  upon  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Library  that  another  department  should 
have  been  required  to  pay. 
The  order  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 
Alderman  Power,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Harbors,  who  were  requested  to  make  inquiries  in 


regard  to  the  removal  of  gravel  from  Long  Island 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  reported,  on  the  petition  of  Michael  F. 
Lynch  for  new  wardroom  in  Ward  16,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  recommend  a  change  at  present,  as  the 
new  division  of  the  wards  occurs  in  1875.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Buildings  reported  inexpedient  on  petition  of  Giles 
H.  Rich  et  al.  for  a  new  Court  House  for  Southern 
District.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Assess- 
ors' Department,  reported  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  refund 
to  Aaron  D.  Capen  $21  42  on  account  of  taxes  erro- 
neously assessed  upon  him  in  1870;  also  to  refund  to 
said  Capen  $26  62  erroneously  assessed  upon  him  in 
1871 ;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the  receipts  for 
taxes  for  those  years. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  George  H. 
Davis,  for  remission  of  taxes  assessed  in  1872.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  W.  Carter 
for  leave  to  rebuild  and  enlarge  his  kiln  on  land  op- 
posite the  City  Hospital,  on  Albany  street,  reported 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted  a  report  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  an  order  authorizing  the 
granting  of  a  permit  to  Washington  Snelling  to  erect 
two  buildings  on  Eagle  street.  The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for 
change  in  the  building  ordinance,  having  carefully 
considered  the  subject,  reported  that  it  appears  that 
the  petitioner  obtained  a  permit  to  build  sixteen 
wooden  buildings  in  two  blocks  of  eight  buildings, 
each  block  to  contain  three  eight-inch  brick  walls. 
After  beginning  the  buildings  he  changed  his  plan 
and  proceeded  to  construct  the  external  walls  of 
brick.  The  Inspector  of  Buildings  objected  to  this 
method  of  building,  on  the  ground  that  the  buildings 
should  be  classed  as  brick  buildings  and  should  have 
a  twelve-inch  party  wall  between  each  building,  as 
required  by  the  statute.  The  petitioner  claimed  that 
tbey  were  wooden  buildings,  but  were  built  better 
and  safer  than  required  by  the  ordinance.  The  Su- 
preme Court,  however,  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
inspector.  The  petitioner  thereupon  asks  that  the 
ordinance  be  amended  so  that  no  person  shall  be  re- 
quired to  build  a  wall  of  wood  which  he  is  willing  to 
build  of  brick.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
the  City  Council  have  not  the  power  to  enact  an  or- 
dinance to  ttiat  effect.  They  are  simply  au- 
thorized to  regulate  the  construction  of  wood- 
en buildings.  In  doing  this  they  have  re- 
quired the  construction  of  brick  walls  at  certain  in- 
tervals in  blocks  of  wooden  buildings,  in  order  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  fire,  but  a  careful  reading  of 
the  building  ordinance  will  show  that  these  walls  are 
not  considered  as  a  part  of  the  buildings  which  they 
separate,  but  are  simply  to  be  looked  upon  in  the 
light  of  barriers  against  the  extension  of  fire.  If  it 
were  otherwise  the  City  Council  would  have  author- 
ity to  permit  a  person  to  erect  a  building  with  four 
brick  walls  eight  inches  thick,  which  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  statute  which  requires  that  they  shall 
be  twelve  inches  thick.  The  petitioner  stated  to  the 
committee  that  he  would  have  been  willing  to  have 
constructed  all  the  walls  of  his  buildings  of  brick, 
provided  that  he  could  have  built  them  eight  inches 
thick,  and  if  it  were  possible  to  amend  the  ordinance 
to  this  efEect  it  would  undoubtedly  meet  the  views  of 
those  who  wish  to  put  up  a  cheap  class  of  building,  but 
the  committee  are  decidedly  opposed  to  any  effort 
which  tends  to  reduce  the  thickness  of  walls  of 
dwelling  houses,  which  they  believe  to  be  now  fixed 
at  the  lowest  minimum  compatible  with  the  public 
safety.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  buildings 
constructed  as  proposed  by  the  petitioner  would  not 
be  much  if  any  safer  in  case  of  fire  than  wooden  build- 
ings, for  although  the  exterior  is  Better  protected 
againt,t  the  communication  of  fire  from  an  adjoin- 
ing building,  the  interior  is  no  better  protected,  and 
is  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  which  affect  wooden 
buildings.  The  ordinance  as  it  now  stands  does  not 
require  any  one  to  build  a  wall  of  wood  which  he  is 
willing  to  build  of  brick.  It  regulates  the  construc- 
tion of  wooden  buildings  only,  and  if  a  builder  is 
desirous  of  building  better  than  is  required  by  the 
ordinance,  and  believes  that  it  is  better  and  safer  to 
construct  his  walls  of  brick,  your  committee  are  of 
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the  opinion  that  he  will  not  allow  four  inches  of 
brick  work  to  deter  him  from  conforming  to  the 
statute  law.  The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Ed- 
ward F.  Robinson  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  in  full  compensation  for  services  rendered  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
during  the  present  municipal  year,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  laying  out  and 
widening  streets. 

ORDER  OP  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  heirs  of 
William  Brigham  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  at  1043  Washington  street,  was  considered. 

Mr.  Young  appeared  for  the  petitioners,  and  stated 
that  the  application  was  for  a  brick  building  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  with  a  200-horse-power  en- 
gine in  the  basement.  The  first  intention  was  a  rid- 
ing school,  but  ihe  Board  having  given  them  leave  to 
withdraw  on  that,  they  have  changed  their  plans  to 
those  covered  in  the  present  application. 

Mr.  Colcord  appeared  for  the  remonstrants.  He 
claimed  that  every  attempt  made  by  the  Brlgham 
heirs  for  improvement  had  been  an  attempt  to  make 
a  nuisance,  and  that  this  was  an  attempt  to  force 
the  people  of  the  neighborhood  to  take  the  riding 
school.  The  people  generally  objected  to  it.  He 
charged  that  a  circular  had  been  sent  to  the  people 
living  in  the  vicinity  stating  that  the  200-horse- 
power  engine  would  be  a  greater  nuisance  than  the 
riding  school,  and  insinuating  that  the  neighborhood 
ought  not  to  object  to  it.  Over  a  hundred  remon- 
strances had  been  sent  to  tne  Committee  on  Health. 
He  looked  upon  this  application  solely  as  a  threat  to 
the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Colcord  was  questioned 
as  to  the  details  of  the  plan  by  Aldermen  Huloert, 
Power,  Sayward,  Clark  and  Quincy. 

Mr.  Lewis  had  lived  in  Medford  court  for  twenty- 
one  years,  and  there  had  been  a  continual  nuisance; 
it  is  high  time  that  something  was  done.  The  water 
leaks  from  the  stable  into  his  cellar;  he. had  com- 
plained to  the  Board  of  Health,  who  sent  a  man  up 
there,  but  nothing  was  done.  It  has  been  very  bad 
since  last  June. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Neale,who  lived  in  the  vicinity,  had  been 
assured  when  he  went  there,  that  the  stables  were 
to  be  moved;  but  the  old  buildings  had  been  moved 
and  let  for  job  wagons  and  stables,  and  had  been  a 
continual  nuisance.  His  wife  cannot  walk  or  ride, 
and  he  cannot  move,  and  there  he  must  stay,  with 
the  noise  and  stench;  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
proposed  factory  would  decrease  the  nuisance. 

Mr.  Young  wished  to  correct  some  of  the  misstate- 
ments of  the  other  gentlemen.  The  lat  is  larger  than 
they  suppose.  The  plan  was  originally  drawn  so 
that  the  building  might  easily  be  converted  Into  one 
for  light  manufacturing  purposes,  and  this  they 
Intend  to  do.  The  location  cannot  be  used 
for  dwellings,  as  people  would  have  no 
escape  in  case  of  fire,  no  frontage  on  any 
street,  and  no  chance  for  light  or  air.  The  heirs 
claim  the  right  of  way  over  Brigg's  Place,  though 
there  is  a  controversy  about  that.  The  building  is 
to  be  four  stories  high,  and  built  approved  by  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings.  The  Tieighbors  have  pat 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  improvement. 

Mr.  Colcord  added  a  few  additional  words  of  re- 
monstrance, and  the  Board  voted  to  recommit  the 
petition  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

REPORTS   AND   ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  incidental  expenses  to  that  for  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars. 
Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Gibson  presented  the  semi-annual  report 
(City  Doc.  No.  1.S7)  of  the  Committee  on  Inspection 
of  Prisons  and  Houses  of  Detention.  The  report 
gives  a  classified  statement  of  the  inmates  at  each 
institution.  In  conclusion,  referring  to  the  Suffolk- 
County  Jail,  the  committee  say— 

"There  will  soon  be  a  necessity  for  additional  ac- 
commodation to  receive  and  keep  prisoners;  and  the 
Bheriil  suggests  that  the  most  practical  and  econom- 
ical method  of  furnishing  them  will  be  either  by 
building  an  additional  tier  of  cells  in  the  upper  part 
of  each  wing,  thus  providing  forty-two  more  new 
1  ooms,  or  by  the  alteration  of  the  west  wing  and  its 
1  se  by  prisoners." 

In  this  connection  the  committee  would  call  the  at- 

lontion  of  Government  to  the  importance  of  provid- 

ng  accommodations  for  the  female  prisoners,  sepa- 


rate and  apart  from  those  furnished  to  the  male  pris- 
oners. Under  the  present  arrangements  the  portion 
of  the  building  occupied  by  the  females  is  subject  to 
observation  from  those  passing  along  the  corridors. 
The  committee  would  recommend  that  the  north 
wing  be  partitioned  ofl:  for  exclusive  use  by  the  fe- 
male prisoners,  and  that  they  be  waited  upon  by  per- 
sons of  their  own  sex.  The  present  system  of  male 
oversight  and  attendance  is  degrading  to  the  femaleti, 
and  should  not  be  longer  continued." 
The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  en  petition  of  Sawyer, 
Jameson  &  Cook,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
betterment.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Josiah  Bardwell,  $-39,626,  widening  Otis  street; 
James  Lawrence,  $34,4-50,  extension  of  Pearl  street; 
James  M.  Beebe,  $15,000,  extension  of  Washington 
street;  James  Lawrence.  $115,000,  widening  Milk 
street;  Samuel  and  William  Atherton,  $5790  50, 
widening  Pearl  street;  William  Dehon,  trustee,  $44,- 
462  25,  widening  Broad  street;  Joseph  Kyle,  $1.52  70, 
widening  Magazine  street;  Caleb  Stetson,  $31,077  75, 
widening  Pearl  street;  Ellen  Stearns,  $56,700,  exten- 
sion of  Pearl  street  to  Congress  street;  Jacob  S. 
Sleeper,  $69,000,  widening  Milk  street;  heirs  of  Sam- 
uel Whitwell,  $47,000,  extension  of  Washington 
street.  Severally  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  an  additional  sum,  not  exceeding 
$383  10,  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the  armory  of 
Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  544  Washington  street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 
Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy — 
Ordered,  That  the  Judge  and  "Register  of  Probate 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk  be  authorized  to  employ 
such  clerical  or  other  assistance  at  such  lates  of 
compensation  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, for  the  preparation  of  a  classified  index  to  the 
Probate  Records  between  the  years  1638  to  1870 
inclusive.  The  names  of  the  persons  employed 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  borne  upon  a  special 
monthly  pay-roll,  which  when  certified  to  by 
the  Judge  and  Register  of  Probate  aforesaid, 
and  approved  by  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts 
for  the  time  being,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  for  payment.  The  authority 
conferred  by  this  order  upon  the  Judge  and  Register 
aforesaid  may  be  revoked  and  annulled  at  any  time 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts  for  the  time 
being,  upon  giving  said  Judge  and  Register  thirty 
days  notice  to  that  effect.  The  expenses  incurred 
under  this  order  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  County  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board,  and 
approved  Dec.  30,  1878,  authorizing  the  Committee 
on  County  Accounts  to  contract  for  the  preparation 
of  a  classified  index  to  the  Probate  Records,  be  isnd 
the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 
The  orders  were  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward.  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  application  of  Stephen 
A.  O'Rourke  for  the  transfer  of  license.  Accepted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Sayward— 
Ordered,  That  auctioneers'  licenses  be  granted  to 
George  v.  Quigley,  1700  Washington  street;  Nathan 
M.  Hatch,  877  Washington  street,  and  to  Luther  G. 
Lambert,  437  Broadway. 

Ordered,  That  billiard   licenses  be   granted  to  the 
Rialto  Billiard  Co.,  109  Court  street,  and  to  E.  J.  Sul- 
livan, 221  Eighth  street,  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Severally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  recon- 
sidered the  vote  previously  passed  specially  assign- 
ing  the  order  for  the  appropriation  of  $200  for  Com- 
pany D,  First  Battalion  Cavalry,  to  the  next  meeting. 
Alderman  Hulbert— There  are  some  circumstances 
to  which  my  attention  have  been  called,  and  I  sup- 
posed the  chairman  of  the  committee  would  make 
some  explanation  in  regard  to  the  order. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  has  been  said  that  an  adver- 
tisement has  been  published  stating  that  this  aimory 
can  be  used  for  a  ball  room,  but  this  was  done  by  the 
permission  of  the  Adjutant-General.  While  I  depre- 
cate such  a  state  of  things,  I  don't  see  how  we  can 
make  any  objection  when  the  city  does  not  allow 
them  sufficient  to  pay  the  rent  of  the  armory.  The 
committee  had  found  that  the  armory  could  not  be 
obtained  unless  such  permission  was  given. 

Alderman  Hulbert  read  the  clause  of  the  Militia 
act  forbidding  such  use  of  armory  except  by  permis- 
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Bion  of  the  Adjutant-General,  and  said,  This  very 
room  is  already  advertised  for  various  purposes.  This 
armory  is  in  the  Highlands,  and  the  captain  of  the 
company  is  one  of  the  most  respectable  citizens,  and 
I  think  he  certainly  would  do  nothing  improper. 
But  as  I  am  aware  of  these  facts,  I  don't  propose  to 
sanction  the  doing  of  what  is  improper.  If  they 
come  here  for  an  appropriation  and  we  know  that 
they  advertise  this  hall  for  various  purposes,  con- 
trary to  law,  I  can 't  see  my  way  clear  to  vote  in  favor 
of  the  order, 

Alderman   Quincy— Our  duty  is   simply  to  grant 
them  a  proper  place  for  an  armory.    How  they  use 


that  armory  is  a  matter  between  them  and  the  au- 
thorities at  the  State  House.  The  only  question  was 
whether  we  were  voting  to  pay  for  a  ballroom  or  an 
armory.  I  don't  see  how  the  City  Government  can 
impose  any  such  conditions  upon  the  fitting  up  of  the 
armory. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  move  that  the  order  lie  upon 
the  table  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board.  I  sim- 
ply want  to  act  advisedly. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gibson,  the  Board  adjourn- 
ed till  Saturday,  3d  inst..  at  18  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Oommoii  Council, 

JANUARY    1,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  three  o'clock  P.M.,  E.  O.  Shepard, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Streets  of  a  communi- 
cation, resolve  and  order  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  laying  out  Eastern  avenue,  in  continuation 
of  Congress  street  from  Broad  street  to  Harbor  Com- 
missioners' line,  at  an  ad.iudged  expense  of  $99,780. 
The  Council  concurred. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Bathing.  (City  Doc. 
No.  135.)    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  A.  D. 
Williams  to  erect  a  vpooden  building  on  Parnham 
street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  and  pay  $1000  per  annum 
for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment, 
aticorner  of  Causeway  and  Lowell  streets.  Passed — 
yeas  46,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $250 
to  be  expended  in  repairing  and  furnishing  headquar- 
tars  of  First  Battalion  of  Light  Artillery,  87  Tremont 
street.    Passed — yeas  4(5,  nays  0. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  transfers  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  of  not  exceeding  $10,000,  to  be  add- 
ed to  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street  District;  and 
not  exceeding  $700,  to  be  added  ro  appropriation  for 
Church-street  District.  (City  Doc.  No.  13().)  Passed — 
Yeas  46,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $300  for  clerical  ser- 
vices to  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Al- 
dermen. Passed  under  a  suspension  of  Ihe  rules,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 

Report  referring  to  the  next  City  Council  the  sub- 
ject of  removing  gravel  from  Boston  Harbor.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of  George 
H.  Davis  for  remission  of  taxes.    Accepted. 

Report,  inexpedient,  on  petition  of  Michael  ¥. 
Lynch,  for  new  ward  room  etc.,  for  Ward  16.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report,  inexpedient,  on  petition  of  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Jr.,  for  change  in  the  building  ordinance.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  Washington  Snelling 
to  erect  two  wooden  tuildings  on  Eagle  street.  Or- 
der passed. 

Order  to  pay  Edward  F.  Robinson  $150  for  services 
rendered  to  Committes  on  Streets.  Passed,  under  a 
suspension  of  tne  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16. 

Report  and  order  to  remit  taxes  assessed  erro- 
neously upon  Aaron  D.  Capeii  in  1870  and  1871. 
Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Word  16. 

Order  to  transfer  $500  from  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals  to  the  account  for  Contingent  Expenses 
of  the  Board  of  Aidermen.  Passed,  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward 
7 — yeas  52,  nays  0. 

Order  appropriating  $.383  additional  for  repairing 
and  furnishing  armory  of  Company  I.  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry.  Passed,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8— 
yeas  49,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs  to  favoi  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Winthrop  for  annexation  to  Boston. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
voice  of  the  Council  on  this  matter.  This  is  an  order 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to 
favor  a  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Winthrop  for  the  annexation  of  that  town  to  Boston. 
Will  any  gentleman  tell  me  how  this  Council  can  in- 
struct a  committee  to  do  a  certain  act  which  they 
have  no  power  to  do  after  tomorrow.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  entirely  out  of  place.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
annexation  of  Winthrop  to  Boston,  but  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  instructing  the  present  committee  to  go  be- 
fore the  Legislature  and  advocate  that  meas- 
ure, because  that  committee  is  powerless  to 
do  so.  That  is  the  principle  upon  which  I 
stand,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  right.  When  the  new 
Council  come  in,  if  they  see  fit  to  instruct  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  President,  that  will  be 
proper;  but  for  us  today  to  instruct  a' committee 
which  shall  die  tomorrow,  seems  incompetent,  im- 
proper, and  entirely  out  of  place.  Therefore  I  am 
opposed  to  this  order. 


Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive AffairB  have  certainly  never  taken  the  view  of 
this  order  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  under- 
-takes  to  ascribe  to  it.  There  are  many  hundreds  of 
things  constantly  going  on  in  the  city,  which  go 
from  one  City  Council  to  another,  and  as  the  commit- 
tees are  chosen  they  succeed  to  the  duties  of  their  pre- 
decessors. If  a  public  building  is  in  process  of  erection 
when  this  Council  dies,  the  next  committee  proceeds 
to  finish  the  building.  This  order  does  not  refer  to 
the  present  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs,  for  if 
they  went  before  the  Legislature  they  would  be  met 
by  the  answer,  "You  are  not  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee." This  order  is  proposed  with  reference  to  the 
fact  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  has 
become  a  standing  committee  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  if  such  a  project  is  to  be  favored  it  would 
be  proper  enough  to  provide  that  the  regular  body  of 
men  having  such  matters  in  charge  should  take 
charge  of  it,  viz.,  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs  for  the  time  being.  If  a  building  were 
ordered  erected  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  no  one  would  pretend 
that  when  this  present  City  Government  went  out  of 
existence,  the  present  committee  would  hold  over. 
Still.  I  should  be  content  that  any  amendment  should 
be  made  to  avoid  technical  difficulties.  We  might 
instruct  the  Mayor  to  do  it,  but  there  is  a  new  Mayor 
coming  in,  and  even  if  the  Mayor  comes  in  again  he 
does  it  by  a  new  election  and  not  by  virtue  of  any 
office  that  he  now  holds.  Therefore  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  the  passage  of  an  order  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Notwithstanding  all  that, 
there  is  a  principle  in  this  thing.  We  can't  instruct 
a  committee  of  next  year.  That  is  the  point  I  take 
in  my  exceptions.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
of  A\  inthrop,  but  I  want  it  done  upon  proper  princi- 
ples. This  committee  proclaimed,  in  the  first  place, 
that  Chelsea,  Winthrop  and  Revere  should  be  seoa- 
ratcd  from  Suffolk  County  and  added  to  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  and  that  met  with  a  rebuke  from  this 
body,  as  it  ought  to  have,  for  it  now  lies  upon  the  ta- 
ble. Now,  they  go  to  work  in  the  face  and  eyes  of 
this  proposition  and  say,  a  meeting  having  been  held 
in  Winthrop  in  favor  of  annexation  to  Boston,  they 
will  take  the  back  track  and  go  for  annexation.  If  it 
is  a  good  measure  it  will  keep.  Why  instruct  my 
excellent  friends  from  Wards  12,  9  and  6  to  go  before 
the  Legislature  and  do  what  they  have  no  right  to  do 
unless  by  aiuhority  from  the  incoming  City  Govern 
ment.  What  I  ask  is  that  Brighton,  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury  shall  have  a  voice  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  take  it  that  if  the  order  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  to  furnish  soup  to  the 
poor  at  the  police  stations  in  January  and  February 
had  passd,  he  would  not  have  contended  that  the 
present  Committee  on  Police  would  have  any  charge 
of  it  during  those  months.  It  is  very  clear  that  the 
present  committee  can't  take  this  matter  in  charge, 
because  if  they  do  they  will  be  told  that  they  are 
not  members  of  the  "  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs.  He  says  you  can't  instruct  a  commit- 
tee of  next  year,  but  it  seems  to  me  we  are 
devolving  just  such  duties  upon  every  committee  of 
the  Government.  But  in  order  to  meet  the  obje'i- 
tions,  I  am  willing  to  authorize  the  Mayor  to  carry 
out  the  order,  and  I  will  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs"  and  insert 
"His  Honor  the  Mayor." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .5—1  am  willing  to  accept  a  prop- 
osition that  shall  go  out  as  an  expression  of  the 
Council  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Winthrop,  but 
I  am  opposed  to  instructing  any  committee  of  the 
next  City  Government.  My  order  for  soup  was  in- 
troduced early  in  December;  it  made  no  reference  to 
time;  the  people  were  suffering  then  and  are  suffering 
today  for  want  of  the  soup;  it  made  the  Committee  on 
Police  a  joint  special  committee,  but  I  was  n't  green 
enough  to  suppose  that  the  present  Council  could 
instruct  a  committee  of  the  next  City  Government. 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  present  Legislature  instruct- 
ing the  next  one?  You  can't  find  such  a  proposition 
upon  the  records  of  time. 

Mr.  Piynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail,  and  the  order  as  it  came  from  the  com- 
mittee will  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  heartily  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7.  Since  the  sop  thrown  to 
Cerberus  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  not 
been  accepted  by  that  vigilant  animal,  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  be  withdrawn.  There  is  no  differ- 
ence between  instructing  the  committee  and  instruct- 
ing the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  will  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment; I  offered  it  only  to  stop  discussion. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  of  Finance  Cammittee  authoriz- 
ing an  additional  appropriation  of  $11,650  for  the 
Public  Library— to  be  transferred  from  the  Reserved 
Fund. 
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Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  Committee  on  Finance 
thought  that  any  committee  having  their  expenses 
80  completely  under  control  as  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library  have,  ought  not  to  make  a  request  for 
additional  appropriation.  If  unexpected  expenses 
do  come  up  they  ought  to  get  rid  of  some  others. 
The  point  is  for  each  committee  to  keep  within  its 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— As  one  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  for  recommending  the 
passage  of  this  order,  but  I  protest  that  every  dollar 
expended  was  for  things  that  could  not  be  avoided. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — The  natural  reply  is  that 
when  a  committee  finds  it  necessary  to  expend  an 
amount  not  anticipated  at  the  time  of  the  appropria-; 
tion,  it  should  be  mentioned  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Burditc  of  Ward  16 — The  greater  part  of  that 
expense  has  been  caused  by  the  annexation  of  new 
territory,  and  the  remainder  was  for  the  Boston  li- 
brary, which  members  of  the  City  Government  know 
of;  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  let  that  library 
remain  un'iised  or  expend  the  money  to  put  it  in 
proper  shape. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — yeas  58, 
nays  0. 

UNFINISHED  BTTSINESS. 

Report  and  order  for  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  provided  for  primary  scholars  in  the  Gibson 
School  District.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  changes  to  be  made 
in  the  Girls' High  School  Building,  to  enable  the 
pupils  to  study  photography. 

Mr.  Denny  inquired  what  would  be  the  probable 
expense  to  be  incurred. 

Ml,  Shaw  of  Ward  5  replied  that  it  would  be  very 
trifling,  probably  not  more  than  three  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  order  was  passed. 

RELIGIOUS     INSTRUCTION     AT     THE     PUBLIC       INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  Bicknell  of  Ward  4  presented  the  follow- 
ing— 

Ofeicb  op  the  Board  of  Directors  ) 

FOR  Public  Institutions,  > 

Boston,  Dec.  30.  1873.  ) 

To  the  Honm'able  the  City  Council  of  Boston:  Gen- 
tlemen—The Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Insiitu- 
tions,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil requesting  the  board  to  furnish  their  reasons  to 
the. City  Council,  on  or  before  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  for 
not  permitting  the  inmates  of  those  institutions  to 
receive,  under  suitable  regulations,  religious  in- 
struction from  teachers  in  whom  they  profess  to 
have  faith,  respectfully  report  that  the  subject  of 
religious  instruction  has  been  at  various  times  con- 
sidered by  the  board,  but  more  especially  since  the 
21st  day  of  February  last,  when,  upon  the  petition  of 
the  bishop  of  Boston  and  several  Catholic  clergymen 
and  citizens  urging  the  appointment  of  a  Catholic 
clergyman  for  the  several  institutions,  the  board  gave 
a  hearing  upon  the  subject  to  the  petitioners,  when 
the  reasons  why,  in  their  opinion,  such  a  clergyman 
should  be  appointed  were  fully  presented  and'  care- 
fully considered.  Immediately  after  the  hearing  the 
following  order  was  submitted: 
,  "Ordered,  That  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March, 
1873,  this  Board  of  Directors  grant  the  privilege  of  a 
Catholic  clergymen  to  all  the  inmates  of  that  faith  in 
the  institutions  under  their  charge  and  control,  and 
that  no  inmate  in  any  such  institution  professing  the 
Catholic  faith  shall  be' compelled  to  assist  at  or  take 
part  in  any  other  form  of  religious  worship." 

This  order  was  discussed  and  la'd  on  the  table,  in 
order  that  some  members  of  the  board  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  consider  the  subject  in  its  full  bearing 
upon  the  discipline  and  welfare  of  the  institutions. 

While  the  subject  was  upon  the  table  the  board, 
early  in  the  month  of  June,  in  the  course  of  its  regu- 
lar business,  made  the  annual  choice  of  the  chaplains 
of  the  institutions,  when  the  present  incumbents  who 
had  for  several  years  occupied  these  positions,  merit- 
in2  and  receiving  the  confidence  of  the  board,  were 
reelected  by  a  unanimous  vote,  one  member  of  the 
board,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
who  submitted  the  order  before  mentioned,  voting 
for  these  gentlemen  as  "chaplains  for  non-Catho- 
lics." Afterward,  in  July,  the  order  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  again  cons^idered,  when  upon  motion  of 
one  of  the  strongest  advocates  of  the  measure  the 
subject  was  referred  for  consideration  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  board  and  Director  Donahoe,  with  in- 
structions to  report  to  the  board  early  in  September. 

At  the  time  assigned  for  the  report,  the  President 
stated  that  the  committee  had  been  unable  to  agree 
upon  a  report,  and  for  himself  reported  verbally  that 


he  had  consulted  with  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  and 
had  a  long  interview  with  him,  and  that  he  had  dis- 
covered no  reason  for  changing  his  convictions,  for- 
merly expressed,  which  were  adverse  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  a  clergyman.  Director  Donahoe  sub- 
mitted an  order  looking  to  the  immediate  establish- 
ment of  a  Catholic  service,  which  order  was  discussed 
and  laid  upon  the  table.  Here  the  subject  rested 
until  the  10th  instant,  when,  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  board  called  to  consider  a  communication  from 
the  City  Council  requesting  an  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  changing  the  rules  of  the  board,  the  subject 
was  again  considered.  Pending  a  vote  upon  the  direct 
question  contained  in  the  order  of  Director  Donahoe, 
the  following  vote  was  submitted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  order: 

"Voted,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  board  the  in- 
mates of  the  institutions  under  the  control  of  the  city 
should  be  permitted,  under  such  regulations  as  will 
not  interfere  with  their  proper  discipline,  to  receive 
religious  instruction  from  teachers  in  whom  they 
profess  to  have  faith,  and  that  they  should  not  be 
compelled  to  listen  to  religious  services  which  are 
not  in  accordance  with  the  dictates. of  their  own  con- 
science." 

This  vote,  so  entirely  different  from  the  order  then 
under  consideration  and  opening  such  a  wide  field 
for  discussion  and  investigation,  was  at  that  time 
but  briefly  considered  and  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  records  of  the  board  have  been  thus  briefly  re- 
viewed in  order  that  the  City  Council  may  be  assured 
that,  thus  far,  no  definite  action  has  been  taken  upon 
the  subject. 

Althoiigh  the  subject  has  for  the  past  ten  mouths 
been  prominently  in  mind,  whenever  a  definite  vote 
upon  it  was  imminent  it  has  assumed  a  new  phase, 
calling  for  more  careful  and  extended  inquiry. 

To  the  first  communication  of  the  City  Council,  in 
relation  to  the  propriety  of  changing  the  rules  of  the 
institutions,  the  Directors,  conscious  that  the  power 
of  providing  for  such  a  service  as  was  contemplated 
by  the  petitioners  was  vested  in  the -board,  replied 
tnat  no  such  change  was  necessary.  The  second  in- 
quiry, in  relation  to  the  reasons  for  not  permitting 
tne  inmates  of  the  institutions  to  receive  religious 
instruction  from  teachers  in  whom  they  profess  ta 
have  faith,  can  be  answered  by  the  statement  that 
the  Directors  have,  as  yet.  taken  no  definite  and  final 
action  upon  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  but  still 
have  the  subject  under  careful  consideration. 
Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Bradlee,  President.    , 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  is  about  the  kind  of  a 
report  I  expected.  As  it  appears  to.be  a  mere  tran- 
script of  the  record  of  their  doings  for  the  last  year, 
I  move  it  be  printed  and  sent  up. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

eastern  avenue. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  resolve  and  order  from  the  Street  Commissioners! 
for  laying  out  Eastern  avenue  to  Harbor  Commission- 
ers' line,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $99,780.  The 
committee  recommend  concurrence  in  the  passage  of 
the  order,  and  submit  the  following  order  to  cover 
the  expense  of  carrying  out  the  same: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized,  to  bor- 
rdw,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
pay  the  awards  for  damages  on  account  of  laying  out 
Eastern  avenue  from  Broad  street,  to  the  Harbor 
Commissioners'  line,  and.  also  to  begin  the  construc- 
tion of  the  bridge  over  Port  Point  Channel  in  exten- 
sion of  said  avenue,  the  plans  of  said  bridge  to  be 
approved  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets, 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  it  was  too  important 
a  matter  to  be  passed  upon  without  further  consider- 
ation, but  after  a  full  explanation  by  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  6  Mr.  Denny  stated  that  he  had  been  mistaken 
in  the  measure,  not  having  understood  it  by  the 
reading. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  resolve  and  order  were 
passed  in  concurrence,  and  the  order  introduced  by 
the  committee  passed— yeas  .58,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  order  au- 
thorizing the  Water  Board  to  take  and  convey  into 
the  city  the  water  of  Sudbury  River,  and  to  hold  by 
purchase,  or  otherwise,  any  water  rights  and  lands 
connected  therewith  necessary  for  the  purpose,  on 
the  conditions  set  forth  in  said  order,  was  taken 
•from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  such  additional  new  carpet- 
ing as  may  be  necessary  for  the.  Common  Council 
Chamber  occasioned  by  the  change  of   desks;  the 
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expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation   for  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  M  i:  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  order  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  to  change' 
the  mode  of  preparing  voting  lists,  fi'om  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  competent  registrars,  was  talien  from 
the  table. 

Mr.  Plynn— I  understand  from  the  City  Clerk  that 
he  will  be  unable,  after  the  large  extent  of  territory 
annexed,  to  discharge  that  duty,  and  1  think  the 
order  should  pass. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Caton  of  Ward  11— 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  cause  to  be 
bound  enough  of  the  city  documents  as  will  furnish 
each  member  of  the  Council  with  a  complete  set.  and 
that  he  be  paid  for  indexing  the  same  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  the  order  for 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  placing  the  bathing  houses  in  charge  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prescott,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  whereby  the  order  for  plans  and  estimates 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  to  be  erected  on  the  Austin 
farm,  and  for  a  transfer  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
therefor,  was  lost,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered  and  the  order  was  pass- 
ed— yeas  56,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackmar  or  Ward  11— 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council  the  sum  of  $.500  for  extra  services 
in  preparing  for  publication  the  journal  of  proceed- 
ings of  the  Common  Council.     Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  petition 
of  Alnheus  Hardy  and  others,  that  the  subject  of  a 
public  park  be  deferred,  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  order 
that  all  sums  in  excess  of  $5000  collected  by 
the  City  Treasurer  on  certain  policies  of  insurance 
on  William  Smith  &  Co.'s  interest,  as  contractors  of 
the  Smallpox  Hospital  on  Swett  street,  destroyed  by 
fire,  be  paid  to  William  Smith  &  McGarasle,  con- 
tractors aforesaid,  was  taken  from  tbe  table  and  in- 
definitely postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6,  the  motion 
to  reconsider  vote  whereby  were  denied  a  second 
reading  the  orders  authorizing  the  Water  Board  to 
contract  to  supply  the  town  of  Brookline  with  water 
for  ten  years,  for  domestic  purposes  and  the  extin- 
guishment of  fires,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins — As  Brookline  has  voted  to  take  water 
from  Charles  Hiver,  I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  how  the  subject  was 
left. 

The  President — It  appears  that  the  order  was 
denied  a  second  reading,  and  the  order  was  lost.  A 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider;  that  motion  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  now  having  been  lost,  the  whole 
is  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6.  the  report 
and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Lesislature  for  an 
act  to  set  off  Chelsea,  Revere  and  Winthrop  from 
Suffolk,  and  annex  them  to  Middlesex  County  (City 
Doc.  No.  127),  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins— As  the  Council  has  already  acted  on 
the  matter  of  annexing  Winthrop,  it  seems  to  me  we 
had  better  drop  Winthrop  from  this  order,  whatever 
may  be  done  with  the  rest  of  it.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  words  "and  Winthrop  " 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  has  got  into  the  shape 
that  I  supposed  it  would.  It  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  Chelsea  and  Revere  have  petitioned  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Boston.  I  believe  a  majority  of  the  people 
are  opposed  to  being  set  off  to  Middlesex  Oounty, 
and  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  residents  of 
Chelsea  favor  annexation  to  Boston.  Why  ask  to 
send  them  out  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  when  within 
the  next  two  or  three  niOnths  the  question  will  be 
decided  whether  they  will  come  within  our  territory. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  brought  up  the  subject 
merely  to  clear  the  table.  I  move  it  be  referred  to 
the  next  City  Goverment. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— 

Ordered.  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
ip  the  hands  of  the  several  joint  committees  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council. 

Passed. 

THANKS   TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Council  be  ten- 


dered to  our  president,  Edward  O.  Shepard,  for  the 
uniform  courtesy,  impartiality  and  ability  which  have 
characterized  his  administration  of  the  duties  of  his 
important  office  for  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

Mr.  Pickering  of  Ward  6  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — Although  this  resolution  is 
one  that  is  generally  offered  when  bodies  of  this  kind 
are  about  to  terminate  their  labors,  I  am  sure  the 
inembers  of  this  Council  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is 
especially  due  at  this  time.  I  do  not  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  earnest  endeavor 
on  the  part  of  our  presiding  officer,  in  his  selection 
of  committees,  to  make  choice  of  those  who  are 
specially  qualified  for  the  duties  they  have  to  dis- 
cbarge; nor  to  the  fact  that,  taking  our  experience 
throughout,we  have  found  that  in  the  discharge  of  so 
important  a  duty,  he  has  conducted  himself  with  that 
impartiality  and  fairness  which  has  merited  the 
commendation  of  ail  the  members.  But  there  is  an- 
other.respect  in  which  the  Counciljhas  been  particular- 
ly fortunate  during  the  past  year.  The  legal  educa- 
tion and  training  of  our  President  has  enabled  him 
to  decide  very  many  difficult  questions,  and  although 
some  of  us  at  the  time  have  been  inclined  to  differ 
with  his  decisions,  yet  I  think  we  can  all  say  that 
careful  reflection  afterwards  has  satisfied  us  that — 
and  I  now  remember  no  instance  to  the  contrary — 
we  have  found  that  those  decisions  have  been  cor- 
rect and  just.  There  is  another  respect  in  which  we 
have  been  equally  fortunate,  and  that  is  in  that  grace 
and  dignity  which  has  enabled  the  President,  not 
only  in  the  preservation  of  his  own  dignity  but  in 
preserving  that  of  the  Council,  to  so  discharge  his 
duties  that  many  matters  which  have  been  dilficult 
when  debate  has  grown  warm— and  I  take  it  that  dur- 
ing the  past  year  we  have  had  an  unusual  number  of 
important  matters  which  have  given  rise  to  warm  and 
earnest  debate  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  which  is 
always  proper  and  just— I  say  we  have  been  fortunate 
in  having  had  a  President  who,  while,  on  the  one 
hand,  he  would  construe  or  administer  the  rules  so 
as  to  preserve  complete  freedom  of  debate,  he  at  the 
same  time  has  so  administered  them  as  to  prevent 
debate  running  into  excess,  or  to  cause  personal  dif- 
ferences. Of  course  there  are  to  be  personal  dif- 
ferences. The  line  of  demarcation  is, many  times, very 
difficult  to  see,  and  to  preserve  that  uniform  courte- 
sy between  the  various  members,  and  between  the 
Chair  and  the  members  is  very  difficult,  though  I 
think  we  can  all  look  back  upon  the  past  year  and 
say  that  the  most  difficult  of  the  duties  of  a  presiding 
officer  have  been  most  admirably  conducted  by  our 
President.  Therefore,  Mr  President,  I  have  taken 
great  pleasure  in  being  permitted  to  present  this  res- 
olution for  the  action  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  stated,  complimentary  resolutions  of 
this  character  are  very  frequently  mere  matters  of 
form,  but  I  take  great  pleasure  in  seconding  this 
resolution.  I  believe  it  is  especially  due  to  our  pre- 
siding officer.  I  should  take  this  body  to  be  a  de- 
cidedly difficult  one  to  preside  over  in  an  impartial 
manner.  Generally  a  large  portion  of  the  members 
come  together  without  a  very  large  experience  in  de- 
liberative assemblages;  consequently,  the  rules  and 
regulations  may  seem  at  times  to  bear  rather  hard 
upon  them.  After  an  experience  of  three  years,  I 
must  say  for  myself  that  I  have  never  known 
a  presiding  officer  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  office  with  more  dignity,  more  impartiality, 
and,  it  seems  to  me,  with  more  seneral  satis- 
faction than  has  our  President  during  the  past  year. 
Many  of  us  were  strangers  to  him,  yet  we  have  been 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that  he  has  decided  ques- 
tions against  his  own  personal  preferences;  indeed, 
I  have  myself  known  several  instances  when  I  felt 
quite  sure  his  personal  inclinations  have  been  one 
way  and  his  decisions  another,  and  I  cannot  call  to 
mind  a  time  when  any  one  has  appealed  from  his 
decision.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  heartily  sec- 
ond the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Blackmar  of  Ward  11— I  do  not  like  to  let  this 
occasion  pass  without  saying  a  word  in  seconding 
the  resolution,  representing,  as  I  do,  that  portion  of 
the  Common  Council  about  to  retire  from  the  City 
Government.  Most  of  those  who  have  served  a  term 
of  years  here,  and  are  about  to  leave,  are,  I  doubt 
not,  willing  and  anxious  and  pleased,  that  I  should 
make  a  statement  in  their  behalf  of  the  manner  in 
which  our  President  has  treated  us  and  received  our 
communications,  and  of  the  ability  he  has  shown  in 
making  up  his  committees.  Coming,  as  we  do, 
from  the  various  walks  of  life,  he  from  that 
material  had  to  make  up  his  committees,  and 
I  feel  that  from  mere  acquaintance,  as  most 
ef  us  met  last  year,  many  of  us  will  part 
with  that  relation  better  described  by  the  word 
friendship.  It  has  not  been  an  idle  year,  be- 
ginning as  we  did  by  throwing  open  the  Public  Li- 
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brary  on  Sunday,  following  tbat  up  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Board  of  Health,  which  sent  the  small- 
pox scourge  away  from  the  city;  and  following  on  in 
that  manner,  we  have  organized  a  Fire  Commission 
and  given  them  power,  if  not  to  prevent  fires,  cer- 
tainly to  take  full  measures  to  prevent  such  terrible 
disasters  in  the  future.  We  have  been  very  active 
during  the  past  year,  and  in  all  the  various  questions 
that  have  come  before  us  no  party  lines  have  been 
drawn.  It  has  been  simost  impossible  to  tell  who 
was  a  Democrat  and  who  a  Republican  this  year. 
I.  can  hardly  call  to  mind  a  year  when  partj  lines 
have  been  drawn  so  little.  But  I  merely  rose  to  sec- 
ond the  resolution  of  thanks,  given  as  they  are  to  an 
old  associate  and  friend,  for  I  have  been  with  him  on 
other  fields,  and  this  occasion  is  peculiarly  pleasant 
to  his  old  army  friends.  We  vouched  for  him  in  the 
beginning,  and  we  are  proud  of  his  record. 

Mr.  Perkiiis  of  Ward  6 — Everything  has  been  said 
that  could  be  said,  and  if  I  were  to  say  anything  the 
evidence  would  be  merely  cumulative  to  "the  worth 
of  the  presiding  officer.  But  there  is  one  thing:  I 
believe  that  on  no  occasion  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  has  the  President  been  absent,  and  in  this 
he  has  distinguished  himself.  Looking  back 
on  the  three  years  I  have  served  here,  and  tnis  being 
my  last,  I  think  I  can  say  that  in  impartiality  and 
ability  as  a  President,  he  who  now  retires  from  the 
chair  has  never  been  surpassed.  I  don't  think  this 
Is  entirely  an  unruly  body.  It  has  been  a  talkative, 
a  disputatious  year;  as  the  gentleman  says,  our  labors 
have  been  severe,  and  of  course  that  has  increased 
the  labors  of  the  President.  I  cannot  sit  down  with- 
out saying  how  much  I  have  enjoyed  the  association, 
not  only  with  the  President,  but  with  the  members 
of  the  Council.  The  acquaintances  and  friendships 
we  make  in  the  Council  are  worth  keeping.  As  one  I 
shall  always  remember  my  associations  with  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  of  1873. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  perhaps  have  been  here 
more  years,  with  one  exception,  than  any  member 
present,  and  I  can  say  that  it  has  been  a  gratification 
to  me  to  see  the  President,  whom  we  elected  at  the 
first  of  the  year,  presiding  over  all  the  meetings,  and 
I  can  add  that  it  has  never  been  my  good  fortune  to 
see  so  faithful  a  presiding  officer  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  —I  want  to  say  a  single  word. 
I  have  been  a  member  of  tiiis  body  at  different  peri- 
ods, and  have  had  some  experience  in  other  bodies. 
I  don't  rise  to  speak  words  of  flattery  or  adulation 
for  any  gentleman  here,  but  to  utter  words 
of  truth  and  soberness.  I  have  had  occasion,  as 
much  as  any  one,  to  criticise  the  rulings  of  the  Presi- 
dent, but  I  can  say  that,  without  a  single  exception, 
those  decisions  have  been  in  accord  with  my  judg- 
ment of  right.  As  a  fair,  impartial  and  judicious 
President,  I  can  offer  my  meed  of  praise  in  his  favor. 
I  can  gay,  that  nowever  beated  may  have  been  the 
debate,  and  however  much  it  may  have  been  out  of 
order,  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  complain  of  any 
rulings  which  the  Chair  has  made.  1  rose  merely  to 
add  my  feeble  testimony  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  I  believe  it  entirely  merited,  and  that  the 
gentleman  who  has  occupied  the  chair  during  the 

East  year  is  entitled  to  all  that  may  be  said  here  in 
is  favor.  I  have  never  to  my  knowledge  criticised 
any  rulings  or  statements  he  has  made  from  the  chair 
and  I  therefore  thought  it  becoming  to  me  as  the 
senior  member  of  the  Council  to  rise  and  make  that 
statement. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— As  has  been  said  by 
others,  I  don't  suppose  it  is  necessary  to  have  any 
words  from  me  in  support  of  this  resolution.  I  have 
rarely  snoken  during  the  last  year  except  upon  sub- 
jects on  which  there  was  division,  and  I  have  advo- 
cated the  side  in  which  I  believed.  But  upon  this 
question  there  is  no  division,  and  it  is  n't  easy  to 
advocate  such  a  resolution.  It  was  my  privilege  and 
pleasure,  a  year  ago,  to  give  my  support  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  occupied  the  chair  during  the  present 
term,  and  I  certainly  have  had  no  occasion  to  regret 
it.  During  the  year  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  has  been  very  rare,  and  in  no  case  has  that 
appeal  been  sustained.  Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  the  question  be  taken  it  be  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  EESPONSB. 

The  President  resumed  the  chair  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— I  thank  you 
more  heartily  than  I  can  express  by  any  form  of 
words,  for  your  resolution,  and  for  the  very  generous 
sentiments  uttered  by  those  who  have  spoken  to 
it.  I  accept  it  all  with  as  much  pride  and  pleas- 
ure as  I  should  If  like  closing  ceremonies  had  never 
before  been  enacted.    Custom  cannot  rob  thein  of 


their  meaning,  nor  formality  shadow  their  hearti- 
ness. They  are  in  exact  keeping  with  the  unvarying 
kindness  and  courtesy  which  you  have  extended  to 
me  during  the  entire  year.  My  thanks,  therefore, 
must  cover  not  only  what  you  have  been  pleased  to 
say  of  me  today,  but  also  your  whole  conduct  tow- 
ards me  while  I  have  been  your  presiding  officer. 

A  large  share  of  whatever  success  may  have  attended 
my  efforts  to  discharge  the  delicate  and  responsible 
duties  of  my  office  with  exact  fairness  to  each  of  you 
and  fidelity  to  the  trust  it  devolved  upon  me  is  due  to 
your  ready  support  of  me  under  all  circumstances, 
to  the  respect  and  courtesy  with  which  all  my  rulings 
and  suggestions  have  been  accepted,  to  your  careful 
observance  of  the  rules  which  you  adopted  for  your 
own  government,  to  your  dignity  and  decorum  in 
debate,  and  your  commendable  devotion  to  the  pub- 
lic business  committed  to  your  hands. 

I  tase  pleasure  in  availing  myself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  acknowledge  my  own  as  well  as  your  indebt- 
edness to  Mr.  Gregg,  the  experienced  clerk  of  the 
Common  Council,  whose  civility  graces  the  discharge 
of  all  his  duties,  and  whose  efficiency  has  contrib- 
uted in  no  small  degree  to  regulate  and  facilitate  our 
proceedings. 

Now  that  the  labors  of  your  municipal  year  are 
finished,  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  pass  in  review  be- 
fo-e  you  some  of  your  more  important  works.  If 
time  permitted  I  would  present  the  whole  array  of 
them,"  well  knowing  that,  with  hardly  an  exception, 
all  could  be  looked  upon  with  proud  satisfaction. 

The  great  work  of  the  improvements  of  the  streets 
and  grade  in  the  portion  of  the  city  laid  waste  by  the 
November  fire,  called  the  "burnt  district"  was  one  of 
the  most  important  as  well  as  one  of  the  earliest 
subjects  you  were  called  upon  to  meet  and  decide. 
I  will  not  occupy  the  time  even  by  enumerating  the 
numerous  resolves  and  orders  that  you  were  called 
to  pass  upon.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they  em- 
braced the  widening  and  extension  of  nearly  all  the 
streets  in  thai  territory.  A  large  part  of  the'  work 
necessarily  devolved  upon  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
rendering  their  labors  extraordinary.  How  well 
this  work  has  been  done,  and  how  few  mis- 
takes have  been  made  in  it  can  be  seen  from 
an  inspection  of  the  territory  itself,  now  large- 
ly rebuilt  upon  the  new  lines  and  grade.  The 
Street  Commissioners  and  this  City  Council 
may  proudly  abide  the  public  judgment  upon  the 
wisdom  displayed  by  them  in  the  rearrangement  of 
the  "burnt  district."  The  friends  and  opponents  of  the 
stoutly  contested  widening  of  Water  and  Congress 
streets  for  the  accommodation  of  the  new  ~Post 
Office  will  doubtless  watch  the  future  development  of 
that  locality  with  peculiar  interest,  to  learn  whose 
judgment  on  the  question  was  really  the  wiser  one. 

The  favorable  opportunity  for  widening  Washing- 
ton and  Essex  streets  within  the  limits  of  the  second 
burnt  district,  created  by  the  disastrous  fire  of  May 
30th,  you  did  not  suffer  to  go  by  unimproved. 

In  view  of  the  extraordinary  expense  incurred  by 
these    street    improvements    in    the     fire    districts, . 
amountingto  about  $4,500,000,  you  have  wisely  post- 
poned all  other  considerable  projects. 

The  vital  importance  of  placing  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  the  best  possible  condition  pressed  itself 
upon  your  attention  from  the  earliest  moment.  Your 
excellent  and  able  committee  were  liberal  in  their 
recommendations  for  supplying  the  acknowledged 
deficiencies,  and  they  were  responded  to  by  you  with 
promptness  and  equal  liberality.  Four  new  steam 
fire  engines  and  two  self-acrirg  fire  engines  and  other 
apparatus  have  been  purchased  or  contracted  for, 
and  you  have  authorized  the  purchase  of  horse  hose 
carriages  for  all  the  engines.  Six  permanent  and 
three  temporary  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  housei 
have  been"  built  or  contracted  for. 

The  large  fire  of  the  30th  of  May,  following  so  close- 
ly upon  the  great  November  fire,  and  laying  in  ashes 
another  wide  section  of  the  heart  of  our  city,  struck 
the  whole  community  with  terror,  and  created  an  in- 
creased feeling  of  insecurity  against  the  ^devastating 
pwwer  of  the  flre-fiend  which  naturally,  whether 
justly  or  not,  resulted  in  a  general  feeling  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  management  and  system  of  the  Fire 
Department.  Eight  thousand  of  our  strongest  and 
wealthiest  citizens  came  here  with  their  petitions, 
praying  for  ampler  means  of  protection  to  their 
dwellings  and  warehouses,  and  for  a  sweeping  change 
in    the   existing   system    of    conducting    that   de- 

Eartment.  An  able  special  committee  of  both 
ranches,  after  a  laborious  and  exhaustive  in- 
vestigation of  the  methods  and  workings  of 
our  own  department  and  those  of  other  cities,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  giving  the  responsibility  and  con- 
trol into  the  hands  of  a  board  of  commissioners. 
The  subject  received  from  you  the  most  thorough 
consideration,  and  the  ordinance  reported  by  the 
committee,  though  once  rejected, was  finally  enacted. 
The  three  commissioners,  who  were  at  once  appoint- 
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ed  by  hisHonor  Mayor-Pierce,  received  yoiir  approv- 
al. It  remains  for  future  developments  to  disclose 
how  far  the  high  expectations  of  the  friends  of  the 
nevf  system  will  be  realized.  The  reestablishnjent  of 
confidence  and  a  sense  of  security  in  the  public  mind 
was  worth  its  adoption. 

The  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  plan  of  taking  a  supply  of  pure 
water  from  Sudbury  River,  together  with  your  re- 
cent action  since  the  annexation  of  Charlestown, 
causing  scientific  investiga.tion  to  be  made  into  the 
supply  that  could  be .  obtained  from  the  Mystic 
sources;  the  appropriation  of  $160,000  for  the  pur-, 
chase  of  land  and  construction  of  a  reservoir  upon 
Parker  Hill;  the  additional  appropriation  of  $170,000 
and  the  independent  appropriation  of  $200,000,  to 
meet  the  liberal  expenditures  of  the  Water  Board 
in  providing  Lowry  hydrants,  and  in  extend- 
ing the  water  pipes  and  laying  larger  mains 
throughout  the  city;  the  purchase  of  a  new 
ferry  boat,  and  construction  of  new  wings  to  the 
ferry  houses,  together  involving  an  expenditure 
of  $70,000;  the  report  of  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee of  the  SufiEolk-street  District,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  work  in  that  territory  has  been  done  for 
$744,046  less  than  the  estimated  cost  of  the  improve- 
ments,—are  all  among  your  more  important  acts  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  are  deserving  of  a  more  extended 
mention  than  you  will  care  now  to  stay  to  hear. 

The  recommendation  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commission  to  revise  the  laws  and  charter  of  the  city, 
communicated  in  the  inaugural  message  of  the 
Mayor,  received  your  early  attention.  The  great 
importance  of  the  subject  deserved  and  received  the 
fullest  discussion  both  in  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  which  it  was  sent  and  in  this  body,  there- 
by occasioning  delay  of  your  final  action  until  the 
latter  part  ©f  the  year.  Your  deliberations  finally 
resulted  in  the  passage  of  an  order  giving  to  the 
Mavor  authority  to  appoint  such'  a  commission.  The' 
filling  of  the  commission  with  five  distinguished  cit- 
izens was  among  the  last  official  acts  of  his  Honor 
Mayor  Pierce.  The  far  more  arduous  and  difficult 
labor  of  considering  and  deciding  upon  the  report 
that  will  be  submitted  by  the  commissioners  will  fall! 
to  the  lot  of  the  next  City  Council. 

I  will  venture  to  suggest,  without  meaning  to 
anticipate  any  of  the  reforms  that  may  be  effected 
by  the  revision  of  the  laws  and  charter,  that  har- 
mony between  the  two  coordinate  branches  of  the 
City  Council  will  be  greatly  promoted,  and  good 
government  will  be  better  secured,  when  each  body 
shall  have  an  equal  voice  in  determining  in  what 
manner  the  public  money  shall  be  expended  in  all 
departments  that  are  under  the  direction  of  the  City 
Council.  The  subjects  of  paving,  police,  sewers, 
bridges,  lamps,  and  others,' all  of  great  magnitude, 
with  which  mis  body  has  nothing  to  do  after  it  has 
concurred  in  the  passage  of  the  annual  bill  of  appro- 
priations, would  receive  by  the  change  suggested  all 
the  advantages  that  are  supposed  to  be  deirived  from 
'a  separate  consideration  in  two  independent  legis- 
lative bodies,  each  of  which  is  a  check  upon  the  ac- 
tion of  the  other.  The  wisdom  "f  this  system  of 
concurrent  legislation  has  been  shown  in  several  in- 
stances during  the  past  year,  which  I  need  cot  men- 
tion, where  unwise  measures  that  had  passed  through 
one  branch  without  due  consideration  were  defeated 
in  the  other.  The  fact  that  some  good  measures 
passed  with  great  unanimity  by  this  body  have  been 
lost  in  the  other,  does  not  argue 'against  the  excel- 
lence of  the  system,  but  shifts  the  burden  of  respon: 
Nihility. 

The  recent  question  of  the  most  advantageous  se- 
lection of  a  site  for  the  Home  for  the  Poor,  which 
came  to  you  from  the  last  Council,  and  upon  which 
your  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  has  labored' 
wrisely  and  disinterestedly,  has  been  finally  decided 
by  your  purchase  of  the  Austin  farin  for  the  reduced 
sum  of  $75,000.  Your  immediate  action  in  author- 
izing the  procurement  of  plans  and  estimates  for 
toitable  buildings  upon  the  site  shows  that  the  delay 
was  not  from  want  of  interest  in  this  humane  project. 

The  opposition  to  the  opening  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary on  Sundays,  whicli,  in  former  years  has  been 
strong  and  determined,  both  within  and  out- 
side of  the  City  Council,  seemed  to  have 
abated  in  a  great  degree  when  the  order, 
to  authorize '  the  opening  came  before  you  this 
year.  The  credit  of  unlocking  the  doors  of  one  of 
oar  city's  best  institutions  and  offering  its  elevating 
use  to  the  public  on  the' best  of  days  belongs  to  you. 
The  result  has  equalled  the  highest  expectations  of 
the  friends  of  the  ^-eform,  and  I  am  not  aware  that, 
as  yet,  any  of  the  abominable  evils  that  its  opponentif 
predicted  would  follow  the  "openiijg  wedg?"  have 
made  their  appearance.        , 

Late  in  the  year  you  took  lavorable  acti.on  almost 
unanimously  upon  a  measure  looking  to,  the  es.tab- 


lishment  of  one  or  more  public  parks.  The  other 
branch,  admitting  that  Boston  must  sooner  or  later 
lay  out  a  park,  after  much  discussion,  postponed  the 
subject  to  a  more  convenient  season.  It  seems  t9  be 
expected  that  a  time  will  come  when  the  growth  of 
our  city  will  so  far  have  ceased  that  large  expend- 
itures for  other  needed  improvements  will  not  con- 
front this  project,  and  it  is  deemed  a  wise  and  far- 
seeing  economy  to  purchase  at  some  future  day  the 
territory  now  so  desirable  for  the  location  of  a  series 
of  parks,  even  if  it  shall  then  be  largely  built  upon, 
and  the  present  natural  advantages  of  landscape 
scenery  shall  have  disappeared,  and  the  land  shall 
have  doubled  or  tripled  in  value.  If  such  is  the  true 
principle  of  municipal  economy,  then  we  should  praise 
and  no  longer  censure  the  City  Council  of  1845,  be- 
cause in  view  of  the  expenditures  of  their  own  time 
they  shrunk  from  the  widening  of  Washington  street, 
and  bequeathed  the  vast  outlay  for  it  upon  us. 

That  the  pinchings  of  daily  hunger,  and  loss  of 
health,  and  of  some  lives,  perhaps,  of  the  poor  of 
our  city  are  not  to  be  warded  off  to  some  ex- 
tent by  the  meagre  charity  of  soup  for  distribution 
at  the  various  Police  Stations  cannot  be  laid  to  the 
door  of  this  body.  Your  persistent  and  almost 
unanimous  action  in  favor  of  contributing  a  trifle 
out  of  the  public  fund,  even  in  face  of  its  ques- 
tioned legality,  toward  relieving  the  increased 
extreme  destitution  that  it  is  evident  must  prevail 
among  the  poorest  classes  during  the  winter 
now  chilling  the  naked  and  homeless,  although 
fruitless  in  the  desired  result,  will  not 
fail  to  receive  the  plaudits  of  the  great  majority  of 
your  constituents,  and  without  doubt  has  already 
been  written  by  the  pen  of  the  recording  angel 
among  your  noblest  municipal  acts.  The  $5000 
which  the  Board  of  Aldermen  appropriated  for  the 
balloon  ascension  upon  the  Common  on  the  last 
Fourth  of  July,  but  which  was  saved  to  the  city  by 
the  veto  of  this  body,  would  more  than  cover  the  en- 
tire expense  of  this  charity. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  city  will  suffer  the 
loss  of  some  of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the 
present  Council  solely  on  account  of  the  unfortunate 
rule  that  prevails  in  some  wards  limiting  the  term  of 
office  to  two  years.  This  rule  has  its  f  oundatitm  in 
the  false  idea  of  rotation  in  office  for  the  sake  of  ac- 
commodating other  aspirants.  It  would  be  more 
to  the  advantage  of  the  wards,  as  well  as  the  city,  to 
return  truly  valuable  members  for  a  third,  or  even  a 
fourth  year,  if  they  are  willing  to  give  so  much  time 
to  the  city's  service,  and  thereby  strengthen  the  Gov- 
ernment with  the  superior  knowledge  and  aptness 
which  are  acquired  by  a  longer  experience  in  the  con- 
duct of  its  affairs. 

I  need  not  remind  you,  yet  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
make  mention  here  of  the  sad  fact  that  death  has 
made  one  vacant  seat  in  our  chamber,  and  the  clerk, 
ever  since  the  first  of  September,  has  ceased  to  call 
the  name  of  the  lamented  Thomas  H.  Doherty.  He 
set  out  with  us  with  as  certain  prospect  of  reaching 
this  closing  hour  as  lay  before  any  of  our  number. 
He  made  no  attempt  to  impress  himself  upon  his 
fellow-members  by  any  brilliant  deeds  or  words,  but 
hone  could  fail  to  observe  enough  of  true  worth  in 
him;  a  modesty  and  kindliness  in  his  behavior  at  all 
times;  an  honest  purpose  to  discharge  his  duties  here 
faithfully,  which  bring  to  us  onlv  agreeable  and  re- 
spectful memories  of  his  life  with  us,  and  call  from 
us  all  sincere  regrets  over  his  too  early  grave. 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  harmony  that  has  pre- 
vailed to  a  remarkable  degree  in  the  conduct  of  our 
official  proceedings,  and  for  the  generous  and  unex- 
ceptional goodwill  and  courteous  regard  of  which  vou 
have  made  me  a  recipient  from  the'beginning  to  this 
day,  I  invite  you  to  join  with  me  in  casting  behind  us 
into  the  grave  of  the  Old  Year  every  word  and  action 
in  our  intercourse  together  that  may  not  be  pleasant- 
ly remembered,  especially  every  error  of  judgment 
that  I  may  have  fallen  into  in  the  performance  of  my 
office,  for  I  am  sure  that  I  have  never  knowingly  or 
intentionally  erred  against  any  of  you;  and  I  invite 
you  to  bring  into  the  New  Year  and  preserve  in 
memory  in  the  coming  years  all  the  pleasant  scenes 
and  experiences  that  we  have  so  agreeably  shared  to- 

f  ether.  That  our  closing  session  and  parting  words 
o  not  fall  into  the  shadows  of  one  of  the  last  days 
of  the  dying  year,  but  instead  are  set  about  with  the 
radiance  and  gladness  of  New  Year's  Day,  may  be 
egarded  as  a  happy  omen  of  the  living  power  of  the 
friendships  that  have  here  been  formed,  and  of  the 
light  of  public  favor  which  will  henceforth  always 
shine  upon  the  records  and  doings  of  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council  of  1873! 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  desire  to  rise  here  as  a 
member '  of  the  Common  Council  ,and'  thank  the 
President  for  the  charitable  and  magnanimous  senti- 
ments which  he  has  uttered,  and  to  have  my  thanks 
go  up()n  record.  I  claim  the  privilege.  Mr.  President, 
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of  asking  that  the  Council  by  a  unanimous  vote  shall 
ask  that  the  remarks  of  the  President  shall  be  pub- 
lished  for  distribution  among   the  members  of  the 
City  Government. 
Mr.  PrescQtt  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  fur- 


nish a  copy  of  his  address,  that  the  same  may  be 
printed  with  the  city  documents. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council  ad- 
journed sine  die. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    3,    1874. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  noon,  today,  Alderman  Cutter,  Chairman, 
presiding. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  allowing  $.500  extra  compensation  to  Clerk  of 
Common  Council  for  extra  services.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  set  oif  Chelsea,  Revere  and  Win- 
throp  from  SuffolL  to  Middlesex  County,  came  up 
amended  bv  striliing  out  the  word  "Winthrop,"  and 
the  order  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  The 
Board  concurred. 

Order  authorizing  the  binding  of  city  documents 
and  journal  of  the  City  Council,  and  to  pay  the  City 
Messenger  $150  for  indexing  and  preparing  the  same. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  providing  of  additional  new 
carpeting  for  the  Council  Chamber,  occasioned  by 
the  change  of  desks.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
seize  the  water  in  Sudbury  River  and  to  take  land 
necessary  for  the  erection  of  machinery  for  purify- 
ing the  same  and  conducting  it  into  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, came  up  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  The 
Board  concurred. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  of 
the  Street  Commissioners  laying  out  Eastern  avenue 
to  Harbor  Commissioners'  line  and  submitting  an 
order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  $200,000 
to  pay  the  land  damages  occasioned  by  said  laying 
out.  Report  accepted  and  orders  severally  passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Order  for  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor  on  the  Austin  Farm,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
next  City  Council.  Passed  in  concurrence—yeas  11, 
nays  0. 

Report  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  on  rules 
for  religious  instruction  for  inmates  at  the  public 
institutions,  came  from  theJCouncil.  Ordered  to  be 
printed.     The  Board  concurred. 

Order  referring  all  unfinished  business  of  joint 
standing  committees  to  the  next  City  Council. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Schedules  of  assessments  for  Chelsea-street  sewer, 
$425  05:  Dorchester-avenue  edgestones  and  side- 
walks, $470  15;  Appleton-streer  edgestones.  $482  16; 
Berkrley-street  edgestones,  $1149  80;  Bowen-street 
edgestones  and  sidewalks,  $326  82;  Norfolk-avenue 
edsestones,  $681  35;  Cedar-street  sidewalks.  $324  30; 
Longwood-avenue  edgestones,  $1585  06;  Guild-street 
edgestones,  $613  83;  Athens-street  sidewalk,  $23.59  35; 
Tremont-street  sidewalk,  $2259  75,  were  received 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  the  orders 
for  collection  thereof  were  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assianment,  being 
the  order  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  $1200  in  re- 
pairing the  armory  of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  of 
Cavalry,  in  Bacon's  Building,  1839  Washington 
street.     Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

REPORTS   or   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Say  ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Health, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of 
Thomas  Rogerson,  Peck  &  Hall,  and  Jos'eph  Mar- 
shal, to  ocupy  stables.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Sayward  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  Somerset  Club  for  leave  to  use  the 
howling  alleys  belonging  to  said  club  in  rear  of  42Ht3 
Beacon  street,  and  also  the  remonstrance  of  Thomas 
Gray  et  al.  against  the  same.  The  committee  have 
heard  both  the  petitioners  and  remonstrants,  the  latter 
of  whom  claim  that  their  rest  is  disturbed  by  ttie  noise 
of  the  rolling  balls  and  falling  pins.  They  have  also  vis- 
ited the  premises  of  the  club  and  the  houses  of  the  re- 
monstrants, and  they  recommend  that  a  fair  trial  be 
given  to  the  experiment  proposed  in  the  accompanv- 
ing  order,  the  passage  of  which  is  recommended: 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  the  proprietors  of 
the  Somerset  Club  to  use  the  alleys  connected  with 
their  club  house.  No.  42-43  Beacon  street,  with  the 
following  limitations:  This  license  to  run  until  the 
first  day  of  March,  1874,  the  alleys  to  be  used  with 


the  ventilator  and  windows  tightly  closed,  and  not  be 

used  on  any  day  after  the  hour  of  nine  o'clock  P.  M. 

William  Satward,       1 

Alanson  Bigelow,       !- Committee. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins,  ) 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Gibson,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  confirmation 
of  the  following  persons  appointed  special  police  by 
the  Acting  Mayor:  John  C.  Bull,  Samuel  Frost, 
Alonzo  Burnham,  Thomas  Carey.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  appointment  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
in  the  hands  of  the  several  standing  committees  of 
this  Board  be  referred  to  the  next  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  James 
Dennie  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  full  com- 
pensation for  services  rendered  to  the  city  of  Boston 
during  the  present  municipal  year;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  out  and 
Widening  Streets. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
James  Leeds,  $29,860,  Pearl,  Congress  and  Milk 
street;  P.  R.  Sears,  guardian,  $5358,  Congress  street; 
Louisa  R.  Nichols,  $292  50.  Dale  street;  John  F. 
Mills,  $12,000,  Lindall  street;  Charles  H.  Fiske,  $39,- 
620,  for  land  taken  from  Josiah  Bardwell  by  the 
widening  of  Otis  street;  also  an  order  rescinding  or- 
der of  January  1,  1874,  to  pay  said  Josiah  Bard  well 
said  sum  of  $39,620,  Morse.  Denny  &  Co., 
Congress  stteet,  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Sayward,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  J.  H.  Eddy  and  the  Dorchester  Yacht  Club  to  give 
entertainments  at  Lj'ceum  Hall.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  John  V.  McElroy,  Daniel  B.  Pierce  and 
James  McAnnaugh.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  William  Brigham  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  engine. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  doesn't  seem  to  me  to  be 
right  to  locate  an  engine  in  that  vicinity.  It  is  en- 
tirely surrounded  by  brick  houses,  and  such  an  es- 
tablishment there  would  depreciate  the  value  of  land 
all  around  it.  Besides,  the  soot  and  cinders  from  the 
chimney  would  ruin  the  clothes  of  people  on  washing 
days.  You  may  rely  upon  it  that  it  will  damage  the 
neighborhood  for  seven  hundred  feet  around,  and 
will  make  that  section  of  Washington  street  a  miser- 
able place  for  dwelling  houses.  We  are  bound  to 
protect  the  people  of  that  territory,  and  I  admit  that 
it  is  a  hard  thing  for  the  owner  of  that  property. 

Alderman  Power— The  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines, after  listening  to  the  arguments  of  the  remon- 
strants, visited  the  premises,  and  it  didn't  take  them 
two  seconds  to  make  up  their  minds  that  the  prayer 
of  the  pe  itioners  should  be  granted.  They  are 
unanimous  in  thinking  that  there  is  no  better  way  to 
improve  that  territory.  I  can't  imagine  why  the  in- 
habitants of  that  vicinity  should  come  here  to  pro- 
test against  the  erection  of  a  manufacturing  estab- 
lishment to  take  the  place  of  that  miserable  stable. 
I  believe  it  will  enhance  the  value  of  their  land,  and 
if  the  committee  hadn't  thought  so  they  wouldn't 
have  reported  as  they  did.  We  know  that 
the  building  must  be  erected  to  conform  to  the 
laws  of  the  city,  but  nobody  knows  what 
sort  of  business  is  going  to  be  carried  on 
there.  When  there  is  a  nuisance  there  then 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  act  upon  it.  It 
was  the  most  unreasonable  argument  I  ever  listened 
to  that  a  man  must  be  prevented  from  improving  his 
property  because  some  persons  imagine  it  will  create 
a  nuisance,  and  if  I  had  been  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  I  should  have  voted  to  permit  the 
location  of  a  riding  school  there.  Those  people 
seem  to  think  that  no  building  should  be  put  there 
unless  it  is  exactly  suitable  to  them.  I  can  point 
out  places  in  Boston  where  land  is  worth  ten  or  fif- 
teen dollars  a  foot,  on  which  permission  has  been 
given  to  erect  a  steam  engine— where  there  are  first- 
class  warehouses  and  where  there  is  more  taxable 
property  in  one  building  than  there  is  in  a  whole 
acre  of  that  land.  This  property  proposed  to  be 
erected  will  pay  more  taxes  than  that  of  all  the  peo- 
ple who  have  remonstrated. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  may  not  have  taken  the 
committee  two  seconds  to  conclude  whether  or  not 
the  petition  should  be  granted,  but  it  will  take  me 
much  longer  than  that  to  concur  with  them.  I  agree 
with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  1,  that  to   locate  this 
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large  manufactory  there  will  be  a  nuisance.  I  am 
familiar  with  the  locality  and  1  know  what  effect  the 
establishment  of  this  large  manufactory  there  will 
have.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  petitioners  pro- 
pose to  erect  a  building  within  three  feet  of  their 
line,  which  will  cover  nearly  the  entire  grouHd.  I 
have  asked  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  rates 
of  insurance  on  property  there  and  have  been  told  by 
the  underwriters  that  the  rates  would  be  immediately 
raised  all  around  there.  There  is  no  way  to  get  into 
the  building  in  case  of  fire.  I  don't  believe  it  is  a 
proper  location  for  a  large  manufactory  like  that. 
They  should  go  over  on  Albany  street,  where  they 
are  grouped  together. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  says  they  pro^ 
pose  to  cover  the  entire  land.  Now,  they  propose  to 
put  the  building  within  three  feet  of  their  line,  and 
intend  to  give  a  space  of  eighteen  feet  all  around  the 
building.  There  is  a  large  driveway,  and  they  pro- 
pose to  set  the  building  back  and  have  a  way  all 
around  it.  Besides,  they  think  their  rights  in  Briggs 
place  just  as  good  as  anybody  else's  and  they  propose 
to  use  it.  The  gentleman  says  they  had  better  go  on 
Albany  street.  Now  I  venture  to  say  that  land  on 
Albany  street  is  worth  more  than  It  is  on  Washington 
street  where  this  house  is  to  be  built,  and  that  it  has 
been  made  so  by  buildings  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses. 

Alderman  Gibson— The  heirs  of  Mr.  Brigham  pro- 
pose to  build  entirely  round  the  lot.  depending  on 
the  other  passageways  for  their  light  and  air.  I  claim 
they  are  bound  to  furnish  their  own  light  and  air. 
Here  will  be  a  building  six  stories  high,  filled  with 
windows,  from  which  the  workmen  will  be  looking, 
60  that  every  window  in  the  dwelling  houses  will  have 
to  be  kept  closed.  The  entire  property  round  there 
will  be  depreciated  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  on 
each  piece.  In  justice  to  the  people  living  there  we 
are  bound  to  defeat  this  measure. 

Alderman  Emery — As  one  of  the  committee  I  vis- 
ited the  location,  and  I  must  say  that  before  I  went 
to  see  the  premises  I  had  some  scruples  about  the 
propriety  of  allowing  such  a  building  to  go  there. 
But  when  I  came  to  look  over  the  land  and  its  sur- 
roundings I  changed  my  mind.  I  could  n't  see  how 
anything  better  than  some  manufacturing  establish- 
ment could  be  put  there.  If  I  lived  in  any  of  the  ad- 
joining houses  I  should  certainly  object"  to  a  stable 
bein<£  put  there.  The  building  is  hot  to  be 
six  stoiies.  as  the  Alderman  says,  but  four,  and  such 
a  mannfacturing  establishment  would  n't  be  any 
more  detrimental  than  a  certain  class  of  tenement 
houses  which  would  naturally  go  there.  The  houses 
now  there  are  of  the  moderate-priced  class,  perhaps 
from  four  to  sis  thousand  dollars,  and  I  could  think 
of  nothing  else  that  could  be  put  on  this  lot  that 
would  be  less  detrimental  to  the  neighborhood  than 
this  building  proposed.  The  committee  were  unani- 
mous in  their  report. 

Alderman  Gibson — There  are  four  dilapidated 
buildings  on  the  territory,  and  it  is  a  miserable,  dirty 
place.  When  you  come  to  put  up  a  large  building 
there  with  a  tall  chimney  from  which  the  soot  and 
cinders  will  be  sprinkled  over  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood, it  will  be  worse  than  the  stable.  The  people 
want  something  put  there  that  wont  destroy  the 
surroundings.  It  seems  to  me  to  grant  this  petition 
■WiU  be  a  very  great  injustice  to  the  residents  of  the 
viciiiity. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  seems  to  me  that  the  amount 
of  nuisance  this  proposed  manufacturing  establish- 
ment would  be  to  the  neighborhood  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated,  but  I  can't  get  over  the  objection  which 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  makes  in  regard  to  the 
effect  of  fire.  According  to  his  statement  the  opin- 
ion of  the  underwriters  is  that  it  would  be  a  great 
fire  trap;  that  it  would  be  putting  a  manufacturing 
establishment  right  in  the  middle  of  a  fire  trap.  We 
have  learned,  to  our  cost,  by  the  flre  of  May  30th,  and 
others,  what  is  the  effect  of  such  a  policy— of  put- 
ting buildings  where  firemen  can't  attack  them.  In 
view  of  this  opinion  I  can't  vote  in  favor  of  the 
license. 

Alderman  Hulbert— If  there  is  any  one  thing  this 
Board  should  do,  it  is  to  secure  the  proper  protection 
of  the  propertv  of  citizens;  and  in  doing  that  they 
have  and  should  have  control  of  the  buildings  to  be 
erected  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  and  thereby 
have  control  of  the  business  to  be  carried  on  in  them. 
If  a  party  should  come  here  and  wish  to  put  up  a 
large  manufacturing  establishment  on  Beacon  or 
Brimmer  streets,  for  instance,  I  have  no  doubt  there 
would  be  but  one  decision,  simply  because  of  the 
detriment  to  the  surrounding  property.  I  am  as 
much  in  favor  of  the  introduction  of  manufacturing 
as  any  member  of  this  board,  but  I  clearly  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  see  that  no  section 
of  the  city  is  injured  by  the  erection  of  certain  kinds 
of  buildings  on    adjoining  property.    To  a  section 


mainly  occupied  by  dwelling  houses,  a  large  building 
for  manufacturing  purposes  so  near  as  this,  is  decided- 
ly objectionable,  i  think  that  we,  as  the  guardians  of 
public  interest,  must  look  at  what  the  effect  upon 
the  surrounding  property  is  to  be.  Here  are  parties 
owning  a  tract  of  land  dlftieult  to  improve.  It  is 
a  nuisance  today.  They  have  tried  to  change  it  into 
a  stable.  That  has  been  rejeeted, — probably  very 
wisely.  Now  they  come  with  another  proposition  to 
which  the  abutters  also  object,  and  say  that  it  will 
be  a  nuisance  to  their  property.  The  safeguards 
which  citizens  feel  they  have  to  prevent  their  prop- 
erty from  being  jeopardized,  are  left  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  Now  I  do  n't  see  why  these  persons 
should  have  a  permit  to  erect  a  building  there  that 
will  create  a  nuisance,  with  the  expectation,  it  is  said, 
of  being  bought  off'.  This  has  been  done  in  the 
Highlands.  1  know  some  of  this  area,  though  not 
particularly  acquainted  with  this  property.  It  is 
and  must,  for  some  lime,  be  largely  occupied  by 
dwelling  houses.  As  I  understand  it,  the  panics  who 
own  this  lot  also  own  the  front  on  Washington  street 
and  if  they  have  an  insufficient  opening  they  can 
make  such  a  one  as  they  need.  They  can  open  a 
court,  as  is  done  in  many  other  parts  of  the  city.  The 
power  of  the  Board  should  be  used  with  great  discre- 
tion in  such  cases.  This  is  n't  the  only  use  tha .  can 
be  made  of  this  property.  The  owners  have  allowed 
it  to  be  a  nuisance;  it  has  been  a  disgrace  to  them, 
ana  it  is  no  excuse  for  them  to  come  here  and  say, 
"Here  is  a  nuisance;  we  propose  to  change  it."  They 
ought  to  have  been  compelled  to  do  so  before.  For 
these  reasons  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  the  question 
which  should  govern  our  action  in  this  case  is  solely 
whether  it  is  going  to  injure  this  property  or  benefit 
it.  I  have  known  that  property  for  forty  years,  and 
there  is  no  question  but  the  erection  of  such  a  build- 
ing will  enhance  the  value  of  the  land.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  have 
granted  the  privilege  of  erecting  such  a  building  as 
may  be  used  for  mechanical  purposes.  It  is  to  be 
four  stories  high,  the  opening  is  sufficient  to  get  into 
for  fire  purposes  or  for  any  team  in  Boston  to  drive 
into,  and  they  propose  to  keep  a  sufficient  opening. 
The  dwelling  houses  in  the  vicinity  are  of  the  class 
h  at  would  be  occupied  by  mechanics,  and  if  this  build- 
n  g  is  erected  it  will  cause  a  demand  for  those  houses. 
There  are  many  places  in  the  business  part  of  Bos- 
ton where  permission  is  granted  to  run  steam  engines. 
Perhaps  it  would  n't  be  good  policy  to  grant  permis- 
sion to  put  a  maiiufacturing  establishment  on  Beacon 
Street,  for  it  might  injure  the  property  there;  but 
where  property  is  of  so  little  value  as  this,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  a  manufacturing  establishment 
would  enhance  its  value.  I  could  quote  hundreds  of 
places  where  land  is  worth  eight  or  ten  dollars  a  foot 
which  was,  m  a  great  measure,  made  so  by  just  such 
establishments  as  the  one  proposed  to  be  erected  here. 
It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  owner  of  any  land 
■will  want  to  use  it  for  a  business  that  will  pay  him, 
and  in  this  case  it  is  felt  that  manufacturing  will 
yield  the  best  return  for  the  investment.  As  for  the 
nuisance,  the  people  are  supposing  all  that.  When 
they  propose  to  put  a  nuisance  in  there  is  time 
enough  to  act.  Nobody  knows  what  sort  of  business 
is  to  be  put  there.  This  acting  on  the  supposition  of 
what  might  be  put  there  is  not  taking  a  proper  view 
of  the  case. 

Alderman  Gibson— It  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
alderman  from  the  Highland  District  has  covered  the 
whole  ground.  These  parties  have  brought  this  upon 
themselves.  They  put  a  building  on  the  front  lot  on 
Washington  street  which  has  shut  them  off  from  this 
lot.  It  will  be  a  complete  nuisance  on  a  business 
thoroughfare. 

Alderman  Sayward  —  The  Committee  on  Health 
have  been  alluded  to  in  reference  to  the  stable,  and 
my  friend  on  my  left  states  that  he  would  have 
granted  permission  to  erect  the  stable.  That  is  only 
a  difference  of  opinion,  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  if 
I  were  compelled  to  have  either  of  these  buildings,  I 
think  it  would  be  better  for  a  stable.  But  i  t  is  unfit 
for  either  a  stable  or  manufacturing  establishment. 
It  is  not  a  proper  place  for  a  two-hundred  horse 
power  engine.  It  is  surrounded  by  dwellings  of  a 
moderate-priced  class,  inhabited  by  respectable  peo- 
ple, to  whom  it  certainly  would  be  a  great  annoy- 
ance. It  will  also  endanger  people's  lives,  because 
there  is  not  a  proper  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 
The  parties  now  have  in  that  area  one  brick  stable 
and  one  wooden  one  in  connection  with  the  build- 
ing; they  were  desirous  of  having  the  brick  stable 
remain,  and  also  to  move  one  of  the  wooden  build- 
ings for  a  stable,  which,  if  it  had  been  my  property, 
I  would  n't  have  requested.  The  committee  refused 
to  grant  permission  to  move  the  wooden  building, 
but  did  give  a  permit  to  move  the  other  one.    Now 
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they  come  here  anfl  ask  this  privilege  in  order  to 
compel  the  people  there  to  take  I  he  stable,  which,  if 
I  were  one  of  the  neighbors,  I  would  rather  submit  to 
than  to  have  this  proposed  bnikling  there. 

Alderman  (iiiincy—1  can't  see  that  anything  has 
been  said  to  weaken  the  objection  of  the  under- 
writers. It  is  perfectly  evident  that  they  regard  it  as 
corking  up  a  manufacturing  establishment  so  that  it 
cannot  Oe  attacked  in  case  of  fire.  We  ought  to 
have  learned  enough  of  that  by  the  experience  of  the 
May  fire. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  on  my  left  is  en- 
tirely mistaken.  It  can  easily  be  attacked  on  either 
side.  There  are  arches  running  through  every 
dwelling  house,  through  which  hose  can  be  carried. 
The  entrance  to  this  building  will  be  a  good  one, 
and  there  are  hundreds  of  places  in  Boston  with 
worse  entrances  than  this.  The  insurance  rates  on 
manufacturing  establishments  are  always  highei 
than  on  any  other  property.  Arc  we  going  to  throw 
a  wet  blanket  on  every  man  who  uishes  to 
start  a  business  like  this?  It  seems  to  me 
there  has  been  a  persistent  effort  made  every 
year  to  prevent  this  man  from  improving  his 
property.  Gentlemen  must  know  we  can't  prevent 
that  building  from  being  erected.  The  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  have  already 
given  permission  for  its  erection.  The  question  is 
simply  whether  or  not  you  will  give  permission  to 
use  a  steam  engine  on  the  premises.  It  will  be  a 
great  blow  to  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  if 
you  are  going  to  prevent  such  enterprises  from  being 
started.  I  should  be  very  loth  to  vote  for  anything 
that  would  injure  any  citizen  of  Boston,  but  I  can't 
help  thinking  that  that  land  will  be  much  better  for 
manufacturing  purposes  than  for  dwellings.  This 
very  place  has  been  talked  of  for  a  theatre.  Which 
would  be  the  greater  nuisance,  a  theatre  or  a  manu- 
factory? I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  which  he 
would  prefer? 

Alderman  Gibson— I  would  prefer  a  theatre;  the 
noise  and  nuisance  would  all  be  inside  of  the  walls. 
The  people  who  live  there  require  some  protection. 
We  have  a  duty  to  perform  for  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich. 

Alderman  Power— I  also  believe  in  that  theory,  but 
you  can't  give  people  any  better  satisfaction  than  to 
enhance  their  property. 

Alderman  Clark — I  haven't  visited  this  location, 
but  I  understand  it  is  a  nuisance  today,  and  those 
who  own  the  place  admit  that  fact.  First  they  asked 
to  put  up  a  stable,  which  I  don't  believe  to  be  an  in- 
jury to  houses  of  high  or  low  estate.  I  know  of  stables 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  houses  of  large  value,  and 
which  are  not  objected  to  by  citizens  living  in  that 
neighborhood.  They  first  asked  for  permission  to 
erect  a  riding  school,  which  would  be  very  conven- 
ient for  the  neighborhood.  That  was  refused  them. 
Now  they  ask  for  permision  to  erect  a  building  for 
mechanical  purposes,  and  people  come  here  and  object 
to  that.  Now  I  bJieve  it  is  our  duty  to  help  people 
improve  property  rather  than  have  them  put  money 
into  bonds  and  go  out  into  the  country  to  secure  ex- 
emption from  taxation  here.  The  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam Brigham  have  money,  which  is  now  in 
trust  funds;  tuey  have  kept  this  real-estate 
property,  and  now  wish  to  improve  it, 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  allow  thi-m  to  im- 
prove this  fourteen  thousand  feet  of  land  by  the 
erection  of  a  building  for  mechanical  purposes.  It 
can't  be  used  for  anything  else.  Furthermore,  the 
buildings  in  that  neighborhood  are  changing  in 
character:  in  a  very  short  time  it  wont  be  consider- 
ed a  desirable  place  for  dwelling  houses,  for 
many  reasons,  and  if  people  are  allowed  to 
go  on  and  irriprove  their  property  its  taxa- 
ble value  will  be  greatly  increased.  No  one 
doubts  that  Chickering's  factory  is  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  city,  but  the  smokestack  of  that  fac- 
tory don't  trouble  the  back  yards  of  Chester  square. 
The  chimney  to  this  place  will  be  built  so  high  that 
all  the  soot  will  be  blown  away.  I  'd  like  to  know 
what  East  Boston  would  be  without  its  manufacto- 
ries; and  yet  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  comes 
•here  and  opposes  the  erection  of  a  building  on  prop- 
erty that  is  now  taxed  at  two  or  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  would,  by  this  improvement,  be  taxed  at 
fifteen  thousand.  Spnletihie  ago  some  one  came  here 
'and  asked  for  permission  to  erect  a  large  carriage 
manufactory  on  Concord  street  by  the  successors  of 
Thomas  Goddard.  No  one  thought  of  objecting  to  it. 
Now  I  say  that,  as  a  Board  of  Aldermen,  acting  for^the 
interest  of  the  city,  we  have  no  right  to  oppose  these 
great  public  improvements  for  mechanical  as  well  as 
mercantile  development,  and  I  am  surpiised  at  the 
course  of  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District, 
who  has  spoken  so  strongly  in  favor  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  our  Industrial  interests.  The  owners  have 
loo  much  respect  for  this  property   to  put  it  into 


tenement  houses.  I  think  if  gentlemen  will  go  up 
there  and  look  at  the  class  of  tenement  houses  in 
that  section  of  the  city,  they  will  come  back  here 
and  say  that  in  preference  to  having  any  more  such 
tenement  houses  as  are  in  Ottawa  place  they  would 
give  a  permit  for  a  stable,  or  for  a  steam  engine  with 
ten  thousand  horse-power.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass  !ind  that  we  shall  give  the  owners  an  opportuni- 
ty to  impiove  their  property. 

Alderman  Sayward — The  gentleman  talks  about 
the  trust  prc-perty  of  the  Brigham  heirs;  well,  here 
are  fourteen  thousand  feet  of  land  in  a  back  lot. 
He  speaks  with  great  respect  for  stables;  well,  I 
have  great  respect  for  stables,  because  they  are  very 
necessary.  The  reason  I  oppose  this  is,  it  is  hemmed 
in  on  every  corner.  That  place  on  Concord  street 
is  verv  desirable;  it  adjoins  a  burying  ground,  the 
occupants  of  which  don't  require  many  carriages, 
and  would  not  be  annoyed  by  the  manufacturing  of 
them.  My  friend  is  very  earnest  for  these  parties  to 
have  a  chance  to  impiove  their  land.  So  am  I,  and 
I  would  n't  deprive  anybody  of  doing  so  But  we 
ovre  a  duty  to  the  community.  My  friend  here  says 
there  is  a  good  entrance.  Well,  the  entrance  is  a  pas- 
sage way  under  an  archway,  with  just  room  enough 
for  a  team  to  go  in.  They  say  they  have  rights  in 
Briags  place,  but  I  should  like  to  know  how  they 
are  going  to  get  through  there.  In  case  of  fire  it  will 
be  very  hard  to  get  people  out  of  there.  It  is  for 
this  reason  principally  that  I  oppose  this  petition. 
There  is  plenty  of  room  on  Albany  street,  or  on  the 
land  of  the  Water  Power  Company. 

Alderman  Clark— I  know  that  William  Brigham 
did  leave  a  large  property,  and  this  is  a  part  of  the 
real  estate,  which  his  heirs  have  kept  and  now  wish 
to  improve.  Such  improvements  tend  to  increase 
the  valuation  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Gibson— I  am  not  opposed  to  improving 
property.  In  regard  to  Cbickering's  factory,  was 
there  any  house  there  when  it  was  built?  That  is  a 
different  case.  Where  parties  build  around  an  insti- 
tution they  take  their  own  chances.  But  to  go  right 
into  a  neighborhood  and  erect  a  building  that  will 
depreciate  property  is  a  different  thing. 

Alderman  Clark— This  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
erection  of  the  building.  The  permit  for  that  has 
been  granted  already.  Now  the  Alderman  fromWard 
8  has  gone  and  helped  to  build  a  church  right  under 
the  shadow  of  a  building  with  a  big  engine  in  it.  The 
Parker  Memorial  Hall  is  right  under  the  shadow  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  grain  elevator.  It  don't  hurt 
the  church,  but  the  value  of  property  there  has  been 
increased  by  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  know  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  I^land  Ward  thinks  a  multiplicity  of 
establishments  of  that  kind  tends  to  depreciate  real 
estate.  Now  the  question  is  simply  about  the  steam 
engine.  We  can't  prevent  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ing, so  long  as  it  is  built  according  to  law.  One  of 
the  remonstrants  who  came  here  wanted  i.t  under- 
stood that  if  a  building  was  put  up  according  to  his 
notions,  he  would  n't  object.  Now  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  preposterous  for  them  to  think  of  preventing  such 
enterprises.  It  is  proposed  to  invest  about  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  on  this  estate,  and  I  say  we 
would  make  a  grea'  mistake  if  we  put  a  stop  to  such 
enterprises. 

Alderman  Gaffield  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
the  report  was  rejected  by  the  following  v(  te: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  GafBeld, 
Power— 5.  r 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Gibson,  Hull  ert,  C^uin- 
cy,  Sayward,  Stebbins— 6. 

THANKS   TO   THE   CHAIRMAN. 

■  On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  Alderman  Gibson 
was  called  to  the  chair.  Alderman  Quincy  offered 
the  following: 

Eesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  tendered  to  the  Chairman,  Hon.  Leonard  R. 
Cutter,  for  the  ability,  courtesy,  impartiality  and 
industry  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties 
and  performed  the  labors  of  his  office  during  the 
past  year,  and  for  the  satisfactory  and  commendable 
manner  in  which  he  has  served  as  the  acting  Mayor 
since  the  resignation  of  his  Honor  Mayor  Pierce. 

Alderman  Quincy- 1  deem  myself  fortunate,  sir, 
that  the  privilege  of  offering  this  resolve  testifying 
•to  our  appreciation  of  the  services  of  our  chairman 
falls  to  my  lot  for  the  reason  that  while  that  gentle- 
man and  myself  have  so  widely  differed  in  our  views 
of  certain  measures  which  have  come  under  discus- 
sion, no  one  can  more  highly  appreciate  than  I  the 
conscientious  zeal,  industry  and  unshaken  firmness 
with  which  he  has  supported  his  own  convictions 
and  labored  in  the  interest  of  the  city  duiing 
the  past  year.  In  behalf  of  those  of  us  whose  con- 
tiection  with  the  City  Government  is  now  to  termi- 
nate, I  doubt  not  that  I  utter  the  voice  of  all  in  as- 
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sunng  the  Board  of  the  sincere  personal  frindship 
and  esteem  with  which  we  take  leave  of  those  who 
have  been  our  fellow  laborers  in  this  vineyard  during 
the  important  municipal  year  which  has  just  closed. 
Some  of  us  would  have  willingly  continued  to  con- 
tribute our  services  to  the  city  which  we  love;  others 
to  whom  her  interests  are  no  less  dear,  would  have 
found  it  impossible.  But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  varying  opinions  and  utterances  of  approval  or 
criticism  elicited  among  our  fellow  citizens  by  our 
official  course,  I  hope  that  all  will  agree  that  we  may 
at  least  reply  to  those  to  whom  we  owe  the  honor  of 
having  held  these  seats  in  the  simple  words  with 
which  one  of  the  bravest  of  Amencan  soldiers  closed 
his  earthlv  career,  "We  have  endeavored  to  do  our 
duty." 

Alderman  Gaffield — In  seconding  these  resolutions, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  say  that  in  an  experience  of 
five  years  in  our  City  Government,  I  can  look  back 
upon  no  one  with  more  pleasant  memories  than  that 
which  is  just  drawing  to  its  close.  A  year  ago  our 
city  was  sorely  afflicted  by  the  visitation  of  fire  and 
pestilence.  The  people,  rising  in  their  majesty  and 
power  above  all  local  and  party  ties,  selected  and 
elected  the  members  of  the  present  Board.  The 
Board  in  the  same  liberal  spirit  made  choice  of  its 
chairman.  In  the  same  spirit,  the  chairman  has  pre- 
sided, and  the  members  have  spoken  and  acted  tow- 
ards each  other.  We  have  had  important  ques- 
tions before  us  throughout  the  year,  and  they 
have  been  earnestly,  fully  and  heartily  dis- 
cussed. Each  member  has  had  his  own  opinion,  and 
has  defended  it  in  a  manly  and  independent  way. 
Each  has  seemed  to  vie  with  his  neighbor  in  honest 
endeavors  to  serve  the  public  good.  In  all  our  de- 
bates there  has  been  a  marked  courtesy  and  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  otheis,  aad  no  time  has  been 
wasted  in  disputes  upon  parliamentary  tactics.  The 
year  will  stand  out  as  a  red-letter  year  in  the  memory 
of  every  member  of  the  Board,  and  equally  so  in  the 
annals  of  the  city  for  the  many  important  measures 
inaugurated  and  consummated  for  that  city's  wel- 
fare. 

It  would  be  unbecoming  for  us  to  speak  of  our  own 
acts.  If  they  have  been  wise  and  judi- 
cious, right  and  honest,  they  will  in  all  com- 
ing time  speak  for  themselves  in  the  pro- 
motion of  the  best  welfare  of  the  community. 
The  consciousness  of  having  done  modestly,  hon- 
estly and  to  the  best  of  our  ability  our  humble  part 
in  the  government  of  the  city  during  a  most  impor- 
tant and  trying  year  in  its  history,  is  the  richest  re- 
ward of  any  public  servant,  rising  far  above  the  petty 
triumphs  of  political  victors,  and  making  one  obliv- 
ious of  the  petty  annoyances  of  harsh  criticism  and 
unjust  judgment.  Such  a  consciousness  can  our 
chairman  enjoy,  with  the  added  satisfaction  of  the 
hearty  approval  of  all  his  associates  at  this  Board. 
I  feel  assured  that  I  only  voice  our  unanimous  senti- 
ment in  saying,  at  this  closing  hour,  that  among  the 
choicest  memories  of  our  lives  will  be  the  recollec- 
tion of  this  very  busy,  but  pleasant  year,  spent  in 
public  service,  and  especially  grateful  will  be  the  re- 
membrance of  the  uniform  courtesy  of  our  chairman 
tswaras  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  of  their 
friendly  relations  with  each  other. 

Alderman  Clark — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  add 
my  testimony  to  the  faithful  and  impartial  manner 
in  which  the  chairman  has  executed  the  duties  of 
his  office  during  the  past  year.  His  close  attention 
to  his  duties  both  as  chairman  and  as  member  of  this 
Board  is  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  those  who 
will  come  after  him,  and  if  all  who  are  called  to  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Government  do 
so  with  an  eye  single  to  the  city's  welfare,  as  he  has 
done,  it  will  be  well  for  the  interest  of  the  city.  I 
believe  that  every  member  of  the  present  City  Gov- 
ernment thinks  that,  as  chairman  and  member  of  this 
Board,  our  chairman  has  exerted  his  influence  solely 
in  the  manner  which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  of  Boston.  And,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  can  sav  that  the  city  is  particularly  for.,unate  in 
that  it  is  not  to  lose  his  services  during  the  year  1874. 
It  is  fortunate  for  the  city  and  fortunate  for  the 
members  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Power— I  cannot  permit  our  proceedings 
to  close  without  indorsing  the  sentiments  which 
have  been  expressed  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  in  relation  to  the  chairman,  and,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  would  say  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to  our 
associates  whose  terms  of  office  have  ended.  I  re- 
gret exceedingly  that  the  ties  of  friendship  and  good 
feeling  existing  between  us  all  are  to  be  severed,  and 
I  regret  the  retirement  of  these  gentlemen  from  the 
Board  on  the  city's  account.  They  have  been  good 
and  faithful  servants,  and  the  city  will  be  fortunate 
indeed  if  those  who  are  about  to  fill  their  places 
perform  their  duties  with  the  same  fidelity  that  I  be- 

eve  these  gentlemen  have.    And  I  regret  exceed- 


ingly that  the  people  who  have  the  power  to  form 
this  Board,  could  not  havQ  had  the  same  opportu- 
nity of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  those  gentle- 
men that  we  have  had ;  for  if  they  could  have  known 
and  seen  them  as  we  who  have  been  associated  with 
them,  they  certainly  would  have  been  with  us  again 
another  year.  I  wish,  Mr,  Chairman,,  before  they  de- 
part, to  thank  them  all  for  the  exceedingly  "kind 
treatment  that  I  have  received  at  the  bandfe  of  all  of 
them,  and  to  wish  them  many  years  of  prosperity 
and  happiness. 

Alderman  Sayward — I  didn't  propose  to  say  a 
single  word  on  this  occasion,  but  as  my  friend  has 
alluded  to  the  retiring  members,  it  would  seem 
proper  that  some  one  should  respond,  and  I,  being 
his  next  neighbor,  and  having  fought  him  as  hard  as 
any  one,  take  the  opportunity  to  do  it.  I  can  say 
thai  all  my  associations  with  the  members  of  the 
City  Government  have,  in  most  cases,  been  very 
pleasant,  though  it  is  n't  to  be  expected  that  in  four 
years'  experience  there  should  be  no  clashing.  In 
reference  to  the  resolutions  of  respect  for  our  chair- 
man, I  heartily  concur  with  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  them.  Though  differing  with  him  on  many  ques- 
tions, and  though  sometimes  overstepping  the 
bounds  of  courtesy— although  my  friend  on  my  right 
says  our  debates  have  been  courteous — if  I  have  ever 
offended  any  one  here,  publicly  or  privately,  I  am 
willing  to  be  forgiven.  There  is  one  quality  in  our 
chairman  which  I  have  particularly  admired;  when 
he  makes  ud  his  mind  that  he  is  right  he  sticks  to  it, 
and  that  is  what  I  like  in  any  man,  even  if  he  differs 
from  me  in  opinion. 

Alderman  Hulbert — I  don't  know  that  there  ever 
was  a  chairman  of  a  deliberative  body  who  did  n't 
discharge  his  duties  faithfully  and  with  impartiality. 
I  don't  believe  history  furnishes  a  single  instance 
where  it  has  n't  been  done.  I  can't  second  this  res- 
olution before  this  body,  however,  unless  permitted 
to  relieve  myself  of  some  mental  reservations  that  I 
have.  I  suppose  my  location  in  the  hall  has  been  an 
unfavorable  one,  but  I  have  felt  during  the  year  that 
the  eye  of  the  chairman  has  been  upon  me  most  of 
the  time.  I  have  felt  as  if  it  had  been  directed  tow- 
ard me  personally.  We  all  know  that  he  has  a  big 
eye  and  a  peculiar  eye,  and  as  questions  of  pecuniary 
importance  to  the  city  have  come  up  here  I  have  felt 
the  standing  influence  of  that  eye,  and  if  I  have  been 
led  into  the  paths  of  economy  in  making  expendi- 
tures it  has  been  due  as  much  to  the  influence  of  that 
eye  as  anything  else.  At  any  rate  I  go  out  of  the 
Board  without  a  single  monument  to  which  my 
friends  can  point  and  say,  "He  did  it."  Sometimes 
it  is  much  to  oLe's  credit  to  bring  forward 
an  enterprise,  and  ever  afterward  his  name  is  linked 
with  it  as  the  mover  of  it.  If,  for  that  reason  I  shall 
go  down  into  history  as  a  man  without  a  reputation, 
I  question  whether  it  cannot,  in  part  at  least,  be  laid  to 
the  eye  of  our  chairman. whom  you  regard  so  impartial. 
That  eye  has  been  upon  me,  and  with  all  sincerity  I  can 
say  that  it  has  influenced  me  very  much  this  year.  I 
feel  that  I  owe  largely  any  influence  I  may  have  had 
to  the  cautious  judgment  and  consideration  of  the 
chairman  of  this  Board,  in  connection  with  commit- 
tees of  which  he  and  I  have  been  members.  His  con- 
stant courtesy  to  me  has  won  my  uniform  esteem  and 
regard,  and  I  wish  to  say  here  that  I  feel  that  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  are  to  be  congratulated  that  the  ser- 
vices of  our  retiring  chairman  are  to  be  retained 
in  this  Board  during  the  ensuing  year.  If  there  is  a 
man,  who,  from  day  to  day,  studies  the  interests  of 
the  city,  it  is  our  chairman,  and  no  member  of  this 
Board  has  the  interest  of  the  city  more  constantly  on 
his  mind  than  he  has.  His  influence  is  felt  in  the 
right  direction.  We  have  it  here  upon  minor  mat- 
ters, and  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  year 
his  influence  has  been  in  the  right  direction  in  re- 
gard to  the  city's  expenditures.  In  the  year  to  come 
It  will  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  me  to  know  that 
Alderman  Cutter  is  present  in  this  Board  and 
taking  part  in  the  discussions  to  come  up.  I 
am  not  without  solicitude  in  regard  to  the 
future  of  this  city.  All  my  utterances  have 
been  prompted  by  a  fear  for  the  future  in- 
terests of  the  city.  I  can  never  feel  hereafter  as  1 
have  in  the  years  that  are  past.  The  interest  of  the 
city  of  Boston  will  feel  xnore  dear  to  me  than  I  ever  felt 
them  before,  and  I  wonder  now  how  I  could  have  lived 
sq  long  here  and  never  felt  any  more  interest  in  the 
City  Government  than  I  have.  It  is  a  wonder  to  me 
that  citizens  of  wealth  can  live  so  regardless  of  the 
interest  of  the  city  as  they  do.  I  wish,  also,  to  say 
one  thing  more;  there  is  a  wrong  impression  among 
the  people  of  Boston  in  regard  to  City  Hall.  There 
is  an  impression  that  things  are  all  going  in  the  wrong 
direction  here,  and  that  everything  is  controlled 
by  some  ring  or  other.  I  take  pleasure  in  saying,  to- 
day, that  since  I  have  been  here  I  have  seen  no  ring, 
nor  the  shadow  of   a  ring.    I  feel  glad  to  be  able  to- 
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eay  that  the  members  of  this  Board  are  as  free  as 
any  men  can  be  from  anything  of  that  kind,  and  that 
the  impressions  which  many  persons  in  the  com- 
munity have  with  rfiference  to  things  here  are  erro- 
neous. While  I  believe  in  the  dangers  which  exist, 
1  can  testify  that  I  have  seen  nothing  like  rings  smce 
I  have  been  here.  In  closing,  I  wish  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  courtesy  of  the  members  of  this  Board. 
I  came  here  without  any  experience  in  deliberative 
bodies,  and  it  has  been  partly  on  account  of  their 
courtesy  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  go  along  through 
the  year  without  any  very  great  degree  of  discom- 
fort. It  is  a  matter  of  very  great  regret  that  I  must 
part  with  gentlemen  for  whom  I'  have  such  strong 
regard — every  one  of  whom  going  into  the  next  City 
Government  has  my  entire  confidence.  Therefore, 
Mr.  Chairman,  having  relieved  myself  of  all  mental 
reservations,  I  am  willing  to  second  the  resolution. 

Alderman  Emery— I  believe  I  can  freely  and 
conscientiously  indorse  all  that  these  gentle- 
men have  said  with  regard  to  our  chairman  as 
to  the  manner  he  has  presided  over  our  delibera- 
tions during  the  past  year.  It  is  with  feelings 
of  sadness  that  I  realize  that  the  sessions  of 
this  present  board  are  so  soon  to  terminate 
The  pleasant  associations  and  acquaintances  here 
formed  have  been  to  me  a  source  of  much  pleasure, 
and  will  long  linger  in  my  memory.  Cou^ld  our  pres- 
ent associates  have  continued  in  service  with  us  who 
remain  for  1874,  my  labors,  it  seems  to  me,  would  in 
anticipation  be  much  lightened.  Having  commenced 
my  labors  here  only  last  January,  I  have  had  great 
help  and  support  from  the  experience  of  many  of 
my  friends  here  older  in  service  than  myself,  and 
whose  support  and  counsel  we  so  soon  shall 
lose.  The  superintendents  of  the  depart- 
ments whom  we  come  in  contact  with,  are  left 
Bnd  I  think   their  services  are  invaluable.    Indeed, 


we  could  not  get  along  without  their  valuable  aid. 
The  services  of  these  gentlemen  and  our  City  Clerk 
and  Clerk  of  Committees  are  all  known  to  be  the 
main  wheels  and  indispensable  machinery  to  the 
business  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously,  by  a  ris- 
ing vote. 

THE   chairman's  BESPONSE. 

Alderman  Cutter  resumed  the  chair  and  said- 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen — The  long 
and  fatiguing  labors  of  the  year  are  now  brought  to 
a  close.  Before  formally  adjourning  this  Board,  I 
embrace  the  opportunity  to  say  that  1  have  endeavor- 
ed, to  the  utmost  of  my  ability,  to  discharge  faith- 
fully, honestly  and  impartially  the  duties  which  you 
were  pleased  to  devolve  upon  me  in  elevating  me  to 
this  honorable  po.»ition.  If  on  any  occasion  I  have 
wounded,  for  a  moment,  any  one's  feelings,  it  is  the 
cause  of  trne  and  heartfelt  regret.  I  beg  you,  gentle- 
men, to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  unanimous 
vote  that  has  just  been  passed  approving  of  my 
conduct.  I  thall  endeavor  on  all  occasions,  in  what 
ever  situation  I  may  be  placed,  to  act  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  have  tbe  approbation  of  my  own  con- 
science and  in  so  doing,  I  trust  of  meeting  the  appro- 
bation of  generous,  .iust  and  honorable  citizens. 

Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  for  the  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy which  you  have  invariably  extended  to  me.  I 
bid  you  an  official  farewell,  and  may  the  friendships,' 
here  formed  continue  during  our  lives. 
Alderman  Gaffield  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  final  proceedings  of  the  Board, 
together  with  the  address  of  the  chairman,  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Government. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Gaffield,    the  Board   ad- 
journed si}ie  die. 


391+9    001* 


